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WHY WE REPUBLISH THISPRECIOUS BOOK

This book has been published fifteen years ago in the United States, at a
time when the Black Movement was reaching a new phase in the century-old
struggle for freedom. It created a huge scandal and all the resources of the Zion-
ist lobby were directed against this book, to destroy it in order to keep the Afro-
Americans under the traditional yoke of submissiveness to the interest of the
Jewish community, a situation which had become obvious to al in the US.

The controversy, the important role played by The Nation of Islam in the
liberation struggle of the Black Men, did not spill over in Europe. We brought
back the book from Chicago but failed, at the time, to procure the funding for a
translation and a publication in Europe's languages. The time was not ripe. The
liberation forces were divided and weak. But the craving for freedom was sim-
mering among the oppressed. Slowly, bit by bit, a Black Liberation Movement
rose up again. Particularly in France, it has reached a stage where it plays a
political role. Traditional political forces, and particularly, traditional enemies
of freedom are lauching offensives, one after the other, to gain control over this
new-born potential political giant, while it is still in infancy. We have reached a
situation where the book penned by the Research Department of the Nation of
Islam has become an urgent political necessity in the struggle to maintain the
independence of the Freedom Movement. This made us bold enough to put on-
line the original book and decide to translate it. There is no other material possi-
bility to spread the book around in our region. The translation will be put online
as soon as it becomes available.

AAARGH, Oct. 1st, 2006

NB : The book still sells. We strongly recommend to our readers to buy the book it-
self (US$ 20), if possible, and if they can afford the relatively high costs of the mailing, by
ordering it from the publisher at:

http://store.final call.com/misc/page2.htm
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A Note on Sources

The information contained herein has been compiled primarily from Jewish historical
literature. Every effort has been made to present evidence from the most respected of the Jew-
ish authorities and whose works appear in established historical journals or are published by
authoritative Jewish publishing houses. A substantial body of evidence that supports the find-
ings herein was excluded by the editors and deemed to be from sources considered anti-
Semitic and/or anti-Jewish.

Footnote Abbreviations

The following abbreviations will be substituted for often cited reference material.

AJA - American Jewish Archives (Cincinnati: Hebrew Union College)

AJHQ - American Jewish Historical Quarterly changed from PAJHS - Publications of the
American Jewish Historical Society at vol. 51, September, 1961.

EAJA - Herbert I. Bloom, The Economic Activities of the Jews of Amsterdam in the Seven-
teenth and Eighteenth Centuries (Port Washington, New Y ork/London: Kennikat Press,
1937)

EHJ - Sdo W. Baron, Arcadius Kahan, Nachum Gross, ed., Economic History of the Jews
(New Y ork: Schocken Books, 1975)

EJ - Encyclopaedia Judaica (Jerusalem: Keter Publishing House, Ltd., 1971)

Emmanuel HINA - Isaac S., and Susan A. Emmanuel, History of the Jews of the Netherland
Antilles (Cincinnati: American Jewish Archives, 1973)

Karp, JEA(1,2,3) - Abraham J. Karp, ed., The Jewish Experience in America: Selected Sudies
from the Publications of the American Jewish Historical Society (Waltham, Massachu-
setts, 1969, 3 volumes)

MCAJ (1,2,3) - Jacob Rader Marcus, The Colonial American Jew: 1492-1776 (Detroit:
Wayne State University Press, 1970, 3 volumes)

JRM/Docs. - Jacob Rader Marcus, American Jewry: Documents of the Eighteenth Century
(Cincinnati: Hebrew College Union Press, 1959)

MEAJ(1,2) - Jacob Rader Marcus, Early American Jewry (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication
Society of America, 1951, 2 volumes)

JRM/Essays - Jacob Rader Marcus, ed., Essaysin American Jewish History (American Jewish
Archives, KTAV Publishing House, Inc., 1975)

JRM/Memoirs(1,2,3) - Jacob Rader Marcus, Memoirs of American Jews 1775-1865 (New
York: KTAV Publishing House, Inc., 1974, 3 volumes)

MUSJ(1, 2) - Jacob Rader Marcus, United Sates Jewry, 1776-1985 (Detroit: Wayne State
University Press, 1989)

PAJHS - Publications of the American Jewish Historical Society changed to (AJHQ) Ameri-
can Jewish Historical Quarterly, vol. 51, September, 1961.
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Editor's Note

This study is structured as a presentation of historical evidence regarding the relation-
ship of one people with another. The facts, as established by highly respected scholars of the
Jewish community, are here exposed and linked by as sparse a narrative asis journalistically
permitted for review by those interested in the subject. It is not the mission of this study to
interpret the data to an extent greater than is required to present these facts clearly. The facts,
we believe, speak for themselves. Statements will be presented and then verified by references
which are fully cited in the footnotes. Some statements may seem redundant only because we
have made every attempt to include the words of every Jewish scholar who has commented on
the subject at hand. We have made every effort to be fair and just in the presentation of this
data and hereby invite all analysisto the contrary.

The terms buy, own and sell, and variations thereof, in connection with the commercein
Black people, will be used with reservation and primarily for convenience of the reader. In no
way should the reader infer sanction of these activities, which are wholly illegal and immoral
crimes against humanity, by the use of the terminology of legitimate commercial transactions.
Also, the term dave refers to the African men, women and children who were forcibly en-
trapped in dehumanizing conditions for the profit of others. We do not accept such a term as
descriptive of their character or nature, only of their circumstance.

And finally, the subject at hand is a controversial one and should be approached with
great sensitivity. Those who would use this material as a basis for the violation of the human
rights of another are abusing the knowledge herein. The wise will benefit to see this as an
opportunity to develop a more equitable relationship between the families of man.
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Introduction

Throughout history Jews have faced charges of economic exploitation of Gentile com-
munities around the world. Indeed, no single group of people have faced blanket expulsion in
so many places around the world as frequently as have the Jews. The pattern and the charges
are familiar: monopolization, usury, "sharp practices," selling "cheap" goods, frequent bank-
ruptcies, etc. All such claims seem to preface the expulsion orders and are vigorously denied
both by those charged and by the Jewish writers of history.

But thisis not the only charge that is made against Jews. Jews have been conclusively
linked to the greatest criminal endeavor ever undertaken against an entire race of people - a
crime against humanity - the Black African Holocaust. They were participants the entrapment
and forcible exportation of millions of Black African citizens into the wretched and inhuman
life of bondage for the financial benefit of Jews. The effects of this unspeakable tragedy are
still being felt among the peoples of the world at this very hour.

Deep within the recesses of the Jewish historical record is the irrefutable evidence that
the most prominent of the Jewish pilgrim fathers used kidnapped Black Africans dispropor-
tionately more than any other ethnic or religious group in New World history and participated
in every aspect of the international dave trade. The immense wealth of Jews, as with most of
the White colonial fathers, was acquired by the brutal subjugation of Black Africans purely on
the basis of skin color - a concept unfamiliar to Moses. Now, compiled for the first time, the
Jewish sources reveal the extent of their complicity in Black davery in the most graphic of
terms.

[viii]

Until now, the facts herein were known only to afew. Most have aways assumed that
the relationship between Blacks and Jews has been mutually supportive, friendly and fruitful -
two suffering people bonding to overcome hatred and bigotry to achieve success. But history
tells an altogether different story. This report will focus on the hidden history of Blacks and
Jews from the Jewish historical record. Rabbi Henry Cohen, author of the book, Justice jus-

tice, makes atelling point:
[T]he parallels between the Nazi terror and the American slave trade are more startling than we may
realize. When Negroes were brought from the heart of Africato the American South, one-third died
enroute to the African coast and one-third died in the suffocating prisons on board ship. Once here,
families were purposaly broken up; husbands, wives, and children forced to go their separate ways.
Must we be reminded of the death toll in the suffocating boxcars bound for Auschwitz or of the
tearing of children from their mothers arms.’- *
Furthermore, in Roberta Strauss Feuerlicht's, The Fate of the Jews. A People Torn Be-
tween Israeli Power and Jewish Ethics, she confronts the reality of her people's western de-

velopment:
[W]hether so many [Southern] Jews would have achieved so high a level of social, political, eco-
nomic and intellectual status and recognition, without the presence of the lowly and degraded slave,
is indeed dubious. How ironic that the distinctions bestowed upon [Jewish] men like Judah P. Ben-

! Rabbi Henry Cohen, Justice, justice: A Jewish View of the Black Revolution (New York: Union of American
Hebrew Congregations, 1968), p. 48.



jamin were in some measure dependent upon the sufferings of the Negro slaves they bought and
sold with such equanimity.?

It is arelationship that needs further analysis - one that is not fully known. Hidden and
misunderstood, it isindeed time to reopen the files to review and reconsider, The Secret Rela-
tionship Between Blacks and Jews.

2 Roberta Strauss Feuerlicht, The Fate of the Jews: A People Torn Between Israeli Power and Jewish Ethics
(New York: Times Books, 1983), pp. 187-88 note 5.
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Jews and the African Slave Trade

Throughout the history of the practice, Jews have been involved in the purchase and
sale of human beings. Thisfact is confirmed by their own scholars and historians. In his book,
A History of the Jews, Solomon Grayzel states that "Jews were among the most important
dave deders' in European society.® Lady Magnus writes that in the Middle Ages, "The prin-
cipa purchasers of daves were found among the Jews... [T]hey seemed to be always and
everywhere at hand to buy, and to have the means equally ready to pay."* Henry L. Feingold
stated that "Jews who were frequently found at the heart of commerce could not have failed to
contribute a proportionate share to the [dave] trade directly or indirectly. In 1460, when Jews
were the masters of the nautical sciences in Portugal, that nation was importing 700-800
davesyearly."®

The success of these medieval merchants was enhanced by their supreme linguistic
abilities. They spoke Arabic, Persian, Roman, Frankish, Spanish and Slavonic and "displayed
a business acumen far in advance of the times."®
[10]

The Jews participation in the dave trade, particularly their trafficking in non-Jewish
daves, incited the mora indignation of Europe's Gentile population. The Europeans reacted
by taxing the Jews and some were expelled from their host countries for this activity.®? The

% Solomon Grayzel, A History of the Jew: From Babylonian Exile to the End of World |1 (Philadelphia: Jewish
Publication Society of America, 1948), p. 312.

* Lady Magnus, Outlines of Jewish History, revised by M. Friedlander (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society
of America, 1890), p. 107; Jewish Encyclopaedia (New Y ork and London: Funk and Wagnalls Company, 1905 -
1916), vol. 11, p. 402: "At the time of Pope Gregory the Great (590-604) Jews had become the chief traders in
this class of traffic.”

® Henry L. Feingold, Zion in America: The Jewish Experience from Colonial Times to the Present (New Y ork:
Twayne Publishing, Inc., 1974), pp. 42-3.

& Marcus Arkin, author of Aspects of Jewish Economic History (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of
America, 1975), pp. 44-5, reveals that in some European provinces, Jewish traders "appear to have held ailmost a
monopoly of international commerce - so much so that the words 'Judaeus’ and 'mercator' appear as synonyms in
Carolingian documents." See S. D. Goitein, Jewish Letters of Medieval Traders (New Jersey: Princeton Univer-
sity Press, 1973), pp. 6, 16, 17, 18. Also, Magnus, p. 152, confirms the same. Notice the juxtaposition of the first
two sentences of the Magnus passage:

They accepted the state of things, and so long as they were let alone, commerce, too, became in Jewish hands a
dignified, a useful, and an honourable calling. They dealt in slaves, as was the necessity of the time, and these
slaves were the better off for having Jewish masters; their trading fleets sailed on the Mediterranean, and their
ready-tongued travellers brought the products of the East to the markets of the West. But gradually all this sort of
commerce became impossible Then, by force of feeling aswell as by law, the dave trade was put down.

The Universal Jewish Encyclopaedia, vol. 9, p. 565, states that, for the same reason, the Jews were "especially
adapted" to the slave trade.

7

8 EJ, vol. 14, pp. 1660-64; EHJ, pp. 271-72; According to Magnus (p. 106), however, " Selling people into slav-
ery has adreadful sound, but in those days it was not quite so dreadful athing, nor even so avoidable a one, as it
would be in these. Great tracts of cultivated land were constantly being laid waste; what was to be done with the
vanquished dwellers thereon?' S. D. Goitein, A Mediterranean Society, The Jewish Communities of the Arab
World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1967), vol.
1, p. 147, reasons similarly.
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expulsion of Jews by European governments was not unusual, with most of the complaints
centered around economic exploitation, monopolizing, or "sharp practice." By 1500, with the
exception of certain parts of Italy, Western Europe had closed its doors to Jewish people.®° The
following listing is a partia record of the countries and dates of the Jew's expulsion from
various European communities.*

Mainz, 1012 Upper Bavaria, 1442 Genoa, 1515
France, 1182 Netherlands, 1444 Naples, 1533
Upper Bavaria, 1276 Brandenburg, 1446 Italy, 1540
England, 1290 Mainz, 1462 Naples, 1541
France, 1306 Mainz, 1483 Prague, 1541
France, 1322 Warsaw, 1483 Genoa, 1550
Saxony,1349 Spain, 1492 Bavaria, 1551
Hungary, 1360 Italy, 1492 Prague, 1557
Belgium, 1370 Lithuania, 1495 Papal States, 1569
Slovakia, 1380 Portugal, 1496 Hungary, 1582
France, 1394 Naples, 1496 Hamburg, 1649
Austria, 1420 Navarre, 1498 Vienna, 1669
Lyons, 1420 Nuremberg, 1498 Slovakia, 1744
Cologne, 1424 Brandenburg, 1510 Bohemia/Moravia, 1744
Mainz, 1438 Prussia, 1510 Moscow, 1891

Augsburg, 1439

Over the next centuries the centers of Jewish development moved into the Western
Hemisphere where land and commercial [11] opportunities provided the incentives for immi-
gration. The open and ungoverned territory and the docile and vulnerable native population
offered an irresistible attraction to the "maligned race”. They acquired great wealth in their
Caribbean and South American enterprises and eventually moved into the American North
which became the economic focal point. It started with the forced expulsion of the Jews from
the Spanish empire and with the early explorer and "discoverer” of America, Christopher Co-
lumbus.

Columbus, Jews and the Slave Trade
“Not jewels, but Jews, were the real financial basis of the first expedition of Columbus.”**

On August 2, 1492, more than 300,000 Jews were expelled from Spain,* ending their
five century involvement in the Black hostage trade in that region. In fact, the Spanish Jews
amassed large fortunes dealing in Christian daves and became quite prominent within Spain's
hierarchy.” They had obtained the most important offices and positions of trust in the cabinets

® Yosef Hayim Y erushalmi, "Between Amsterdam and New Amsterdam: The Place of Curagao and the Carib-
bean in Early Modern Jewish History," PAIHS, vol. 72 (1982-83), p. 173; Lee Anne Durham Seminario, The
History of the Blacks, The Jews and the Moors in Spain (Madrid, 1975), pp. 40-42.

0 Richard Siegel and Carl Rheins, editors, The Jewish Almanac (New York: Bantam Books, Inc., 1980), pp.
127-29.4

" George Cohen, The Jew in the Making of America (Boston: Knights of Columbus, Stratford Company, 1924),
p. 33.

12 Seymour B. Liebman, The Jews in New Spain: Faith, Flame, and the Inquisition (Coral Gables, Florida: Uni-
versity of Miami Press, 1970), p. 32: The actual nhumber is in dispute. Some authorities have said that 160,000
families were expelled, while others have said 800,000 individuals; few have estimated over one million.

¥ Harry L. Golden and Martin Rywell, Jews in American History: Their Contribution to the United States of
America (Charlotte: Henry Lewis Martin Co., 1950), p. 5; Feuerlicht, p. 39: "The golden age of Jewry in Spain
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and counting houses of rulers and had maintained great influence over the regional trade caus-
ing many to believe that the Jews exercised an unhealthy domination over the economy of the
region.** The rulers were convinced enough to order al Jews to either convert to Christ or
leave Spain.

The Marranos. The Secret Jews

The Marranos were those compulsorily converted Jews and their descendants who
outwardly became Christians but secretly continued to meet in the synagogue, celebrated feast
days and observed the Jewish Sabbath. The name marrano may be derived [12] from the old
Cadtilian marrano (swine) or perhaps from the Arabic mahran (forbidden). In 1350, Spain
began a series of conversion drives to convert all Jews in Spain to Christianity (See the sec-
tion entitled, "The Spanish Inquisition"), and in unprecedented numbers, and with little resis-
tance, the Jews converted.” This rush to mass conversion, an event, unparalleled in Jewish
history, is perhaps best summed up by Cecil Roth: "It was not difficult for insincere, tempo-
rizing Jews to become insincere temporizing Chrigtians'"

The "Marranos," aso called conversos (the converted), or nefiti (the neophytes), or
"New Christians," were ssimply charged with not being Catholic. The same applied to the
Musdlims, who were expelled in like manner and in greater numbers than the Jews.*” Some
fifty thousand Jews chose to convert rather than leave their land and their riches.*®

Contrary to popular notions, those who left were not refugees searching for religious
freedom, but entrepreneurs looking for economic opportunities. When they fled, they brought
few Torah scrolls and even fewer copies of the Jewish holy book Talmud with them. When
asked what he thought most Marranos knew of Judaism after their flight from Spain and Por-
tugal, Roth answered in one word - "Nothing."*

The magjority fled south and eastward to North Africa and to centers like Salonika,
Constantinople, Aleppo and Damascus;® while others sought and found refuge in the Nether-
lands where they “established synagogues, schools, cemeteries and a high level of wealth and
culture."* Most escaped "with considerable sums of money."? Though scattered throughout
the globe by political, [13] economic and religious circumstances, they would reunite later in
an unholy coalition of kidnappers and dave makers.

owed some of its wealth to an international network of Jewish slave traders. Bohemian Jews purchased Slavoni-
ans and sold to Spanish Jews for resale to the Moors." Also, Jewish Encyclopaedia, vol. 11, p. 402.

1 M. Kayserling, Christopher Columbus and the Participation of the Jews in the Spanish and Portuguese Dis-
coveries(New Y ork: Hermon Press, 1894), pp. 28, 29, 30, 31, 83.

5 Max |. Dimont, The Jews In America, The Roots, History, and Destiny of American Jews (New Y ork: Simon
and Schuster, 1978), p. 23.

% Dimont, p. 24.

Y Dimont, p. 27.

8 Dimont, p. 27; Liebman, The Jews in New Spain, p. 32: Father Mariana, a Jesuit, stated: "Many persons [con-
demned] the resolution adopted by... Ferdinand in expelling so profitable and opulent a people, acquainted with
every mode of collecting wealth."

® Dimont, p. 28.

% Simeon J. Maslin, "1732 and 1982 in Curagao,", AJHQ, vol. 72 (December, 1982), p. 158; According to Lee
Anne Durham Seminario, The History of the Blacks, the Jews and the Moors in Spain (Madrid, 1975), p. 17,
Jews were familiar with North Africa:

There are some Catalonian and Majorcan maps of the fourteenth century, drawn from the knowledge gleaned
from Jewish merchants who could travel with relative freedom in North Africa, and showing, with surprising
accuracy, the routes from the Mediterranean to the land of the Negroes in Guinea and the western Sudan

Z Maslin, p. 160.

2 Dr, M. Kayserling, "The Colonization of America by the Jews," PAJHS, vol. 2, (1894), p. 75.
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The day after the Spanish expulsion, Christopher Columbus, whose actual name was
Cristobol Colon, took a group of Jewish refugees with him to the New World.Z? Queen
|sabella signed the expulsion decree and Columbus voyage order the very same day. But it
was not the queen or the king who funded the voyage. George Cohen, among many Jewish
historians, proclaims that wealthy Jews financed the expeditions of Columbus, and adds that
the story of Isabellasjewels"is not founded on facts,”" but rather it was an invention "intended
to glorify the Queen.”*

Three Marranos, Luis de Santagel (or Santangelo),® a wealthy merchant, Gabriel San-
chez,* the royal treasurer and his assistant, Juan Cabrero, influenced Queen Isabella to help
them finance the voyage. Cabrero and Santagel invested 17,000 ducats, which would be well
over $100,000 today.?” Alfonso de la Caballeria and Diego de Deza also provided funds;
Abraham Ben Samuel Zacuto provided astronomy and navigation equipment and Isaac Abra-
vanel also assisted. Six prominent Jews accompanied Columbus including Mastre Bernal, a
physician; Marco, a surgeon; Roderigo Sanchez, an [14] inspector; Luis de Torres, an inter-
preter; and sailors Alfonso de la Calle,*® and Roderigo de Triana, who is clamed to be "the
first white man ever to see the new world."* Torres settled in Cuba and has been credited with
introducing tobacco to Europe from his vast tobacco plantations.*

2 Max J. Kohler, "Luis De Santangel and Columbus,” PAJHS, vol. 10 (1902), p. 162: Columbus himself, in his
journal, calls attention to the "coincidence" of his first voyage of discovery with the expulsion of the Jews from
Spain, in the following passage: "So, after having expelled the Jews from your dominions, your Highness, in the
same month of January, ordered me to proceed with a sufficient armament, to the said regions of India." For
further clarification see Kayserling, Christopher Columbus, p. 85 and p. 85 note.

2 G. Cohen, p. 37; Kayserling, Christopher Columbus, p. 74, states the same: "This story has recently been rele-
gated to the ream of fable."

% Cecil Roth, History of the Marranos (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1932), pp. 272-73:
"The first royal grant to export grain and horses to America was made in favor of Luis de Santangel, who may
thus be reckoned the founder of two of the greatest American industries." Kohler, "Columbus,"p. 159: "In Emilio
Castelar's 'Life of Columbus,' Century Magazine, vol. 44 (July, 1892), p. 364, an interesting passage concerning
Columbus' indebtedness to the Jews reads as follows: "It is a historical fact that one day Ferdinand V, on his way
from Aragon to Castile, and needing some ready cash, as often happened, owing to the impoverishment of those
kingdoms, halted his horse at the door of Santangelo's house in Calatayud, and, dismounti ng, entered and ob-
tained a considerable sum from the latter's inexhaustible private coffers." Also, Kayserling, Christopher Colum-
bus, shows that this same Luis de Santangel, who was then chancellor of the royal household and comptroller
general of Aragon, personally advanced nearly all this money (pp. 55-79). He says (p. 75): “At that time "neither
Ferdinand nor Isabella, had at their disposal enough money to equip afleet." See Kohler, "Columbus,” p. 160.

% Roth, Marranos, p. 272: "Gabriel Sanchez, the High Treasurer of Aragon, who was another of the explorer's
most fervent patrons, was of full Jewish blood, being a son of a converso couple...”

2" Two hundred years |ater a fully equipped sailing vessel might have cost $30,000.

% Roth, Marranos, p. 272-73: "Mestre Bernal, who had been reconciled in 1490 for Judaizing."; "Rodrigo San-
ches, arelative of the High Treasurer, joined the party as Superintendent at the personal request of the Queen.”;
Luis de Torres, the interpreter, was, according to Golden and Rywell, the first European to set foot in the new
land. Alonso de la Calle, whose very name denoted that he was born in the Jewish quarter.”

2 According to Golden and Rywell, p. 9: "It was two o'clock in the morning when he shouted 'Land, Land.' The
sails were shortened and at daybreak Friday, October 12,1492, a new world was before them." Columbus
claimed that it was he who first sighted land in order to claim the royal gratuity of ten thousand maravedis and a
silk waistecoat promised to the one who made the first sighting. See Kayserling, Christopher Columbus, pp. 91,
110.

% Levitan, p. 4; Golden and Rywell, p. 9, claim that Torres "acquired great tracts of land from the Indians." A
family member, Antonio de Torres, later commanded twelve of Columbus' fleet (Golden and Rywell, p. 7); Is-
ragl Abrahams, Jewish Life in the Middle Ages (New Y ork: Atheneum, 1969), p. 138: "Tobacco, so far as its use
in Europe is concerned, was also discovered by a Jew, Luis de Torres, a companion of Columbus. The Church,
asiswell known, raised many objections to the use of tobacco, and King James I's pedantic treatise only voiced
general prejudice. Jewish Rabbis, on the other hand, hailed the use of tobacco as an aid to sobriety." Abrahams,
p. 139, "It is worth noting that Jews early took to the trade in tobacco, a trade which they amost monopolize in
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Cecil Roth's History of the Marranos.
The connection between the Jews and the discovery of America was not, however, merely a ques-
tion of fortuitous coincidence. The epoch-making expedition of 1492 was as a matter of fact very
largely aJewish, or rather a Marrano, enterprise.®

Columbus, the Jew?

A few scholars, including Roth, present strong evidence that Columbus was himself a
Jew. He hid his Jewishness, they say, because "no Spanish Jew could ever have expected aid
from the king and queen of Spain, so the explorer clamed to be an Italian Catholic."* Tina
Levitan, author of Jews in American Life, found the first reference to Columbus Jewishness
in print in a diplomatic document dated fifty-eight years after the discoverer's death. The
French ambassador to Spain, she revedls, refers to "Columbus the [15] Jew."** Furthermore
she states:
From him we learn that Cristobal Colon (who never called himself Christopher Columbus and never
spoke or wrote Italian) was the son of Susanna Fontanarossa [also spelled Fonterosal and Domingo
Colon of Pontevedra, Spain, where those bearing such surnames were Jews, some of whom had
been brought before the Spanish Inquisition .... Letters written by him to strangers have the custom-
ary X at the top to indicate the faith of the writer, but of the thirteen letters written to his son only
one bears an X, and that letter was meant to be shown to the King of Spain. The others have in the
place of the X asign that looks like the Hebrew characters B and H, initials used by religious Jews
meaning in Hebrew, "With the Help of God."3*

Harry L. Golden and Martin Rywell, authors of Jews in American History: Their Con-
tribution to the United States of America, are quite insistent about the Jewishness of Colum-
bus. They cite where Ferdinand, Columbus son, writes that his father's "progenitors were of
the blood royal of Jerusalem..."* In Columbus words, "for when all is done, David, that most
prudent king was first a shepherd and afterwards chosen King of Jerusalem, and | am a ser-
vant of that same Lord who raised him to such a dignity."* One Jewish author insists that "all
existing portraits of the discoverer gave him a Jewish cast of countenance." Another claimed
that a "certain softheartedness in Columbus is a Jewish trait."*” His lineage also pointed to
Jewish roots - his mother's maiden name was Suzanna Fonterosa, "daughter of Jacob, grand-
daughter of Abraham and a Jewess. His father, Domingo Colon, was a map-seller. Did not
Columbus write the King of Spain that his ancestors were interested in maps?'#

[16]

England today." Torres is also claimed to have named the turkey caling it "tukki," the Hebrew word for pea-
cock. See Jack Wolfe, A Century with lowa Jewry 1833 -1940 (Des Moines: lowa Printing, 1941), p. 10.

%1 Roth, Marranos, p. 271.

%2 Tina Levitan, Jews in American Life (New York: Hebrew Publishing Co., 1969), p. 4; See also Cecil Roth,
Personalities and Events in Jewish History (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1953), pp.
192-211.

3 Levitan, p. 5.

% Levitan, p. 5.

% Golden and Rywell, p. 7; Friedrich Heer, God's First Love: Christians and Jews over Two Thousand Years
(New York: Weybright and Talley, 1967), pp. 104-6: Heer discusses Columbus' interest in the messianic impli-
cations of his western explorations and his repeated references to prophecy as well as other indications of his
Jewish descent.

% Golden and Rywell, p. 7.

37 Lee M. Friedman, Jewish Pioneers and Patriots (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1942),
pp. 62-3.

% Golden and Rywell, p. 7, cite the works of Celso G. de la Riega (Geographical Society of Madrid, 1898) and
Henry Vignaud (American Historical Review, n.d.).
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Columbus, the Slave Dealing Jew?

Christopher Columbus was an experienced sailor long before his infamous voyage
west. Sir Arthur Helps writes that, "In the course of [hig] letters, [Columbus] speaks after the
fashion of a practised dave dealer." In fact, in 1498, his five ship expedition brought 600 In-
dians to Spain as daves. Two hundred were given to the masters of the ships and four hundred
sold in Spain.*® Columbus employed dave labor in gold mining even before sailing for the
New World. He helped to start the Portuguese West African settlement of San Jorge El Mina
(St. George of the Mines) in present-day Ghana, formerly known as the Gold Coast.”

When the Spaniards found gold in the New World, reports Eric Rosenthal in his book,
Gold! Gold! Gold!: The Johannesburg Gold Rush, they started

on agold hunt of such intensity that the natives came to believe the white men suffered from some
disease curable only by the limitless application of this metal... [When] Columbus discovered that,
apart from some poor aluvia deposits, the gold simply did not exist, he forced the harmless Indian
aborigines into slavery... The entire importation of gold from the New World for the first 20 years
after 1492 represented in cash only $300,000 a year, and the total then recovered, worth about $5
million, cost at least 1 1/2 million Indian lives.*

Columbus was anything but a blessing to the New World population. The Europeans,
led by Columbus, brought [17] unprecedented brutality to the West leaving the remains of
whole communities of Red people in their wake.”> On Hispaniola Columbus found gold and a
docile Arawak population. He lavished praise on the natives and gained their trust and affec-
tion and then proceeded to endave them. According to Columbus: "They are without arms, all
naked, and without skill at arms and great cowards, a thousand running away from three, and
thus they are good to be ordered about, to be made to work, plant, and do whatever iswanted,
to build towns and be taught to go clothed and accept our customs."* Cities began to spring
up al over theidand of Hispaniola. The traffic in daves - African and Indian - grew rapidly,
and some Jews were engaged in this trade as agents for the royal families of Spain and Portu-
gal.*

Whether or not Columbus was a Jew, as so many Jewish historians now claim, has not
been definitively proven. It is clear that his brutality against and endavement of the native
population was financed by Jewish investors. The history books appear to have confused the

% Golden and Rywell, p. 18 note; Sir Arthur Helps, The Spanish Conquest in America (New Y ork, 1900), vol. 1,
pp. 113-14.s

0 Eric Rosentha, Gold! Gold! Gold!: The Johannesburg Gold Rush (Johannesburg: MacMillan Company,
1970), p. 71 note.

“ Humboldt is paraphrased in Rosenthal, p. 71; According to a translation of the Spanish-Jewish historian Jo-
seph ben Joshua Hakkohen found in Richard J. H. Gottheil's, "Columbus in Jewish Literature," PAJHS, vol. 2
(1894), p. 136, upon Columbus' arrival inthe"New World":

Columbus rejoiced when he saw that the natives had much gold, and that they were disposed to be friendly... He
placed [among the Indians) thirty-eight men in order that they might learn the language of the people and the
hidden places of the country, until the time when he should return to them... Columbus took with him ten Indi-
ans...

Columbus' chief aim was to find gold, writes M. Kayserling, Christopher Columbus, p. 86:

[ITn aletter to the queen he frankly declared that this gold might even be the means of purifying the souls of men
and of securing their entrance into Paradise. Thus he stipulated that he was to have a tenth of al pearls, precious
stones, gold, silver spices, and other wares, - in short, a tenth of everything found, bought, bartered, or otherwise
obtained in the newly discovered lands...

2 See Mark A. Burkholder and Lyman L. Johnson's, Colonial Latin America (New York: Oxford University
Press, 1990), pp. 28-33, in which they chronicle the legacy of Christopher Columbus and the brutal conditions
imposed by the Spaniards on the indigenous citizens of the "New World."

4 Carl Ortwin Sauer, The Early Spanish Main (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1966), p. 32; Burk-
holder and Johnson, p. 26.

44 43 Burkholder and Johnson, p. 28; Liebman, The Jews in New Spain, p. 47.
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word Jews for the word jewels. Queen Isabellas jewels had no part in the finance of Colum-
bus expedition, but her Jews did.®

5 G. Cohen, pp. 33,37. See also Kayserling, Christopher Columbus, p. 110.
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[18]

The Jews and Slavery in Colonial South

America and the Caribbean

"With the spread of sugar, cotton, cocoa, and other plantations the slave ships began to plow those waters, nor
can it be said that Jewish traders were absent from the hideous treffic."“

The Jewish Caribbean presence began in earnest with Columbus' initial foray into the
region. With these early Jewish colonists the economic motivation for the exploitation of mil-
lions of Black Africans was introduced to the Western Hemisphere. The strategy seemed ssim-
ple enough - wealth would be amassed through a plantation economy driven by sugar cane.
The two companion enterprises of trading sugar and daves were common occupations of Jews
in the Middle Ages.*” The early explorers had ascertained that the climate, both temperately
and financially, made the Caribbean a logical enterprise zone, and in this transfer of the sugar
industry into the eastern Caribbean, the history of the industry became entwined with the
western migration of the Jews. They were primarily the financiers and merchants and in afew
cases they were also the plantation masters.® Jews from Portugal, Holland, England and all
over Europe advantaged themselves through the domination of the commerce of these idand
regions, particularly in sugar.”

[19]

Jewish dave traders procured Black Africans by the tens of thousands and funneled
them to the plantations of South America and throughout the Caribbean.® There remains no
documented trace of protest over this behavior - it was a purely commercial venture with
which Judaism did not interfere. Whether the local influence was Portuguese, Dutch or Eng-
lish, the Black man and woman fared the same. In Curagao in the seventeenth century, as well
as in the British colonies of Barbados and Jamaica in the eighteenth century, Jewish mer-
chants played a mgjor role in the dave trade. In fact, in al the American colonies, whether
French (Martinique), British, or Dutch, Jewish merchants frequently dominated.®

% Rufus Learsi, The Jews in America: A History (New York: KTAV Publishing House, Inc., 1972), p. 25.

4T EHJ, p. 189, cites the Cairo Genizah records. The Jews maintained a formidable influence over sugar produc-
tion even until the twentieth century. For example, in the Soviet Union, see EHJ, p. 190: By 1872, Jews such as
M. Halperin and M. Sachs helped put one-quarter of the total sugar production in Russia in Jewish hands. In
1914, 86 refineries in Russia (32% of the total) were owned by Jews; 42.7% of the administrators of the joint-
stock sugar companies were Jewish, and two-thirds of the sugar trade was in Jewish hands.

Asfor dlavery, the Jews of the Middle Ages "regarded the Slavic east as the land of slaves par excellence." They
are recorded as dealers of castrated slaves (eunuchs) as early as 870 AD in China. They appear involved in the
trade in documents dated 906, 1004, 1009 and 1085. See EHJ, p. 271 and also EJ, vol. 14, pp. 1661-62.

%), H. Galoway, The Sugar Cane Industry (Cambridge University Press, 1989), p. 79. Daniel M. Swetschinski,
"Conflict and Opportunity in 'Europe's Other Sea’: The Adventure of Caribbean Jewish Settlement," AJHQ, vol.
72 (1982-83), p. 222: "The number of sugar plantations in Portuguese America rose from 70 in 1570, to 130 in
1585, to 230 in 1610, and to 346 in 1629."

* Learsi (p. 25) said that Jews played a 'leading part." See aso Marc Lee Raphagl, Jews and Judaism in the
United Sates. A Documentary History (New Y ork: Behrman House, Inc., 1983), p. 14.

% Galloway, p. 81: "As sugar grew in significance, so did African slavery: from about 6,000 slaves in 1643 to
20,000 in 1655 and 38,782 in 1680." See Learsi, p. 22. He characterizes the settlements as being based on a
"slave economy on which all the plantations of the New World rested."

5! Raphael, p. 14.
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This study is only dightly concerned with the particular European influences govern-
ing the region at various times - that subject has been addressed elsewhere. All western set-
tlements smply required Black labor for their very survival. This passage in Samuel Oppen-

heim's study of Jewsin Guiana applies throughout the region:
The demand for slaves for the colony seems to have been quite brisk. They were regarded as neces-
sary for its support, its sole salvation... as valuable as burnished silver, and were not allowed to be
made the subject of sale to other localities.>

With the help of the Jewish dave traders, Blacks poured in and in some locales even-
tually outnumbered Whites by asmuch as5to 1 inthe citiesand 30 to 1 in the rura plantation
areas.”™" The expertise that Jews previoudy developed in the sugar isands of Madeira and Sao
Thorne, made them indispensable to the New World scheme. Daniel M. Swetschinski esti-
mates that the Jewish share in overall trade was disproportionately large: “[They] constituted
about 65 [20] -75% of the total Portuguese mercantile community while hardly totalling more
than 10% of the population."** This dominance of trade by the Jewish community, made them
the most prominently poised of any group to exploit the dave markets.®

Brazil

Brazil was the anchor Jewish community from which other Western communities took
root. Portuguese Jews arrived in Brazil in 1503 led by explorers Fernando de Norohha and
Gagpar da Gama who had obtained a virtual monopoly on settlement in the region from the
king of Portugal. They brought sugar cane, technical skills and daves and soon transformed
Brazil into the "most important area of sugar production in the world." So important, that the
scholars concede that Portugal could not have survived as an independent nation without the
Brazilian sugar trade.®® Sugar was first produced in Asia but as late as the beginning of the
fifteenth century, sugar was so expensive in Europe that it was sold only in pharmacies for
medicina purposes. Portuguese Jews developed their mastery in the trade by establishing
plantations on the idand of Sao Thorne off the west coast of Africa "employing at times as
many as 3,000 Negro daves."s’

The first colonists came annually on "two ships with criminals, Jews and prostitutes,
for the purpose of catching parrots." Those condemned as sinners sought refuge in Brazil's
open range®17 and the Jews saw the commercia potential and established as many as 200
settlements along the Brazilian coast in the 16th century.®18 They "quickly became the domi-

2 Samuel Oppenheim, "An Early Jewish Colony in Western Guiana: Supplemental Data," PAJHS, vol. 17
(1909), pp. 57-8; Stephen Alexander Fortune, Merchants and Jews. The Sruggle for the British West Indian
Caribbean, 1650-1750 (Gainesville: University Presses of Florida, 1984), p. 66. L.L.E. Rens, "Analysis of An-
nals relating to early Jewish settlement in Surinam," in Robert Cohen, The Jewish Nation in Surinam Historical
Essays (Amsterdam: S. Emmering, 1982), p. 33, calls the slaves "indispenible."

%3 For examples see Herbert S. Klein, African Savery in Latin America and the Caribbean (New Y ork: Oxford
University Press, 1986), pp. 133,134.

54 Swetschinski, p. 217.

S MCAJIL, pp. 96-7.

% Herbert 1. Bloom, "Book Reviews: The Dutch in Brazil, 1624-1654. By C.R. Boxer," PAJHS, vol. 47 (1957-
58), p. 115.

57 Arnold Wiznitzer, "The Jews in the Sugar Industry of Colonial Brazil," Jewish Social Sudies, vol. 18 (July,
1956), pp. 189-90.

% Herbert 1. Bloom, "A Study of Brazilian Jewish History," PAJHS, vol. 33 (1934), pp. 62-3; Lee M. Friedman,
"Some References to Jews in the Sugar Trade," PAJHS, vol. 42 (1953), p. 306; Peter Wiernik, The History of
Jews in America: From the Period of the Discovery of the New World to the Present Time (New York: Hermon
Press, published, 1912; revised, 1931, reprinted 1972 by Greenwood Press, Westport, Connecticut), pp. 29-30.

* Maslin, p. 159; EHI, p. 189.
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nant class," writes Lee M. Friedman: "A not inconsiderable number of the wealthiest Brazil-
ian traders were [Jews]."®
[21]

The Jewish sugar Planters prospered living on large plantations and making extensive
use of local Indian labor and imported Black daves.® By 1600, the plantations, the bulk of the
dave trade and more than one hundred sugar mills with at least 10,000 Black Africans, and
most of the exports of processed sugar "were in the hands of the Jewish settlers,"® Stephen
Fortune: "As early as the [22] sixteenth century, Jews were interested in the large profits to be
derived from the dave trade as a consequence of the sugar industry, and they appear to have

 Friedman, "Sugar," p. 306. Friedman cites Werner Sombart, The Jews and Modern Capitalism, translated by
M. Epstein (Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press, 1951, reprinted from 1913), p. 32. See also Anita Novinsky, "Jew-
ish Roots of Brazil," in Judith Laikin Elkin and Gilbert W. Merkx, The Jewish Presence in Latin America (Bos-
ton: Allen & Unwin, Inc., 1987), pp. 35-6; Burkholder and Johnson, p. 198. David Grant Smith, "Old Christian
Merchants and the Foundation of the Brazil Company, 1649," Hispanic American History Review, vol. 54 (May,
1974), pp. 233-34: "To contemporaries the problem appeared so compelling that in 1629 D. Felipe |V cdled a
council of ecclesiastics and jurists to consider measures for dealing with the New Christians, whose monopoly of
trade allegedly caused prices to soar 'thus sucking all the money from the populace, so that there was nowhere to
be found arich man who was not of the [Hebrew] nation."'

1 Arkin, AJEH, p. 199. Professor Gilberto Freyre describes the Brazilian plantation owners of this period in his
book, The Masters and the Saves - A Study in the Development of Brazilian Civilisation, as follows:

Power came to be concentrated in the hands of the country squires. They were the lords of the earth and the lords
of the men and women also. Their houses were the expression of the enormous feudal might - ugly, strong, thick
walls, deep foundations. For safety's sake, as a precaution against pirates and against the natives and the Afri-
cans, the proprietors built these fortresses and buried gold and their jewels beneath the floors. Slothful, but filled
to overflowing with sexua concerns, the life of the sugar planters tended to become a life that was lived in a
hammock. A stationary hammock with the master taking his ease, sleeping, dozing. Or a hammock on the move
with the master on ajourney or a promenade beneath the heavy draperies or curtains. He did not move from the
hammock to give orders to his Negroes, to have letters written by his plantation clerk or chaplain, or to play a
game of backgammon with some relative or friend. It was in a hammock that, after breakfast or dinner, they let
their food settle as they lay picking their teeth, smoking a cigar, belching loudly, emitting wind and alowing
themselves to be fanned or searched for lice by the piccaninnies as they scratched their feet or genitals - some of
them out of vicious habits, others because of venereal or skin disease.

For a summary of the conditions of slavery in this period, particularly the treatmen of African and Indian
women, see Sean O’ Callaghan's, Damaged Baggage: The White Slave Trade and Narcotics Traffic in the Ameri-
cas (London: Robert Hale, 1969), pp. 15-32.; Galloway, p. 72: "As on Hispaniola, the average plantation in Bra-
zil had about 100 slaves .... Even as late as 1583, two-thirds of the slaves on the engenhos of Pernambuco were
Indian."

There are aso other corroborating statements of Jewish wealth including those in George Alexander Kohut's
article, "Jewish Martyrs of the Inquisition in South America," PAJHS, vol. 4 (1896), pp. 104-5: "The Marranos
appear to have been quite prosperous for a while..."; and on pages 127-28 Mr. Kohut quotes from R. G. Wat-
son's, Spanish and Portuguese South America During the Colonial Period (London: 1884) vol. 2, p. 119: "If the
New Christians were in Brazil a despised race, they could at any rate count on opportunities of gaining wealth
and retaining it when gained.”

62 Arkin, AJEH, p. 200; Arnold Wiznitzer confirmsin Jews in Colonial Brazil (Morningside Heights, New Y ork:
Columbia University Press, 1960), pp. 50-1, that,

In return for a payment of 200,000 cruzados the New Christian merchants, by a roya decree of July 31, 1601,
had been granted the right to trade with the colonies, but in 1610 this concession had been revoked. The Portu-
guese New Christian merchants suffered tremendous losses as a result of this act of revocation, since ailmost all
of the country's export trade had been in their hands.

Friedman, "Sugar," p. 307, says that in Brazil, "Many [Jews] became successful planters and mill owners, and
not a few became sugar brokers and slave dealers or combined both operations, bartering slaves against sugar."
Mr. Friedman referenced N. Deerr, The History of Sugar, 2 vols. (London: Chapman & Hall, Ltd., 1949), vol. 1,
p. 107; Galoway, p. 79, describes the Jewish involvement: "In both Pernambuco and Amsterdam, the Sephardic
Jews became involved in the sugar trade as financiers and merchants; in Pernambuco a few became [plantation
masters]." Dimont, p. 30, says that sugar production was "an industry controlled by the Marranos."
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had no compunction regarding their activity in human merchandising."® In Voyage of Francis

Pyrard, the author returns to Portugal from Bahiain 1611 and describes a fellow passenger:
The Jew had more than 100,000 crowns worth of merchandise, most of it his own; therest put in his
care by the principal merchant and others. There was also another Jew on board as rich as he, and
four or five other Jewish merchants. The profits they make after being nine or ten years in those
lands are marvelous, for they all come back rich; many of these new Christians, Jew by race, but
baptized being worth 60,80, or even 100 thousand crowns...*

Though the Portuguese had staked a claim to the region they could not find enough
colonists for its development, despite the fabulous profits of those who risked settlement.
There was, say the historians, a "desperate need for European manpower in the face of Indians
who died rather than submit to regimented labor and blacks who died of too much regimented
labor."* The Portuguese difficulties presented an opportunity to the Dutch who heard of the
immense wealth of the New World and sought to gain access. Dutch merchants had been car-
rying on a profitable commerce with the Portuguese Jewish colonists and this relationship was
a mgor factor in the establishment of the Dutch West India Company, the allpowerful but
private European land development corporation formed to conguer the rich northeast coast of
Brazil.

The Dutch West India Company

It is necessary to look more closely at the entity responsible for seizing and adminis-
tering colonies in Brazil and throughout the [23] Caribbean. The Dutch West India Company
was founded in 1621 for the sole purpose of making money. There was little concern as to
how this was to be achieved. Its primary method was to establish colonies and trading postsin
the New World and exploit the natural resources to then trade with Europe and the other colo-
nies® - an endeavor requiring many thousands of Black daves. According to Company foun-
der William Ussdlincx: "Some people were so vile and davish by nature that they were of no
use either to themselves or to others and had to be kept in servitude with all hardness."®’

They raised capital by selling shares and by pirating Spanish and Portuguese silver
ships and plundering their cargoes.® Wiznitzer's Jews in Colonial Brazil, is more explicit

about the Company's origins and methods:

Year after year, Dutch merchants equipped privateers and captured Portuguese ships with cargoes
destined for the mother country. In 1616, twenty-eight, and in 1623, seventy such ships were cap-
tured. This is the context in which the East India and West India Companies were founded in Am-
sterdam, in 1602 and 1621 respectively. Their economic objective was the acquisition of goods in
India, West Africa, and America through purchase, barter, or piracy and without Portuguese inter-
ference. Another aim was political: to divide the Spanish fleet and, in general, to weaken Spain to
the greatest possible extent.%®

& Fortune, p. 71.

 Max J. Kohler, "Phases of Jewish Life in New York Before 1800," PAJHS, vol. 2 (1894), p. 95; Anita Novin-
sky, "Jewish Roots of Brazil," in EIkin and Merkx, p. 36.

& Judith Laikin Elkin, Jews of the Latin American Republics (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
1980), pp. 14-15.

% Arnold Wiznitzer, Jews in Colonial Brazil (Morningside Heights, New York: Columbia University Press,
1960), p. 48: The Dutch West India Company was authorized to appoint its own governors and officials in con-
guered areas. The company was administered by aboard of nineteen directors, called the Heeren XIX

7 Ernst van den Boogaart and Pieter C. Emmer, "The Dutch Participation in the Atlantic Slave Trade, 1596-
1650," The Uncommon Market, editors, Henry A. Gemery and Jan S. Hogendorn (New Y ork: Academic Press,
1975), p. 357.

% EAJA, pp. 124-25.

8 Wiznitzer, Jews in Colonial Brazil, p. 48.
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Jews invested heavily and became willing partners in the company seeking "dividends
from slver, gold, furs, and [the] dave trade"™ At the time, Holland was the only country
where Jews [24] were permitted some semblance of religious and economic liberty. The
Dutch rulers, in promoting economic development, encouraged the immigration of Jews for
their business expertise and international connections and Holland soon became a center of
Jewish wealth and power. The Dutch had invented the doctrine of mercantilism, the notion
that the state existed not to save souls but to increase wealth, and for this the Jews were re-
puted to be expert.* Marcus Arkin writes: "Since the main industries in which [Jews] partici-
pated (silken textiles, sugar refining, diamond cutting, and tobacco blending) were dependent
on colonia sources of supply, it is not surprising to find the Jews of Amsterdam concerned
with Dutch commerce to the Far East and the New World.... In the eighteenth century ap-
proximately one-quarter of the [Dutch East India] company's shareholders were Jews, and its
ultimate decline brought ruin to many a wealthy [Jewish] family.""

[25]

™ Golden and Rywell, pp. 11, 13; EAJA, pp. 125-26 and notes 27 and 28. Bloom states that there is no account-
ing of the exact investment of the Jews in the Company but cites the works of others who concur that while their
numbers were not more than 10%, their investment was much greater. Eighteen Jews of Amsterdam, by 1623,
had reportedly invested 36,100 guilders of the 7,108,106 guilders raised (one half of 1 %), in the West India
Company though actual figures have not been determined. Later, the influence of these investors in the estab-
lishment of a Jewish community in colonia New Y ork, over the objection of the Company's own governor, sug-
gests that the reported investment of the Jews is understated. See this document, section entitled, "New Y ork."
See aso Arkin, AJEH, p. 201 and Jonathan 1. Israel, The Dutch Republic and the Hispanic World 1606-1661
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1982), p. 127. It is reputed that Dutch Jews may have owned as much as "five-
eighths’ of the Dutch East India Company, whose profits from precious metals, spices, coral and drugs were
magnificent. See John M. Shaftesley, Remember the Days. Essays on Anglo-Jewish History presented to Cecil
Roth by members of the Council of The Jewish Historical Society of England (The Jewish Historical Society of
England, 1966), pp. 127,135,139.

Another venture confirms Jewish interest in such enterprise. In describing the formation of the armored shipping
Brazil Company, David Grant Smith, pp. 237-38, suggests that "New Christians' were considered to be "the only
possible source for funds of such magnitude.”

L Arthur Hertzberg, The Jews in America: Four Centuries of an Uneasy Encounter: A History (New York:
Simon and Schuster, 1989), p. 22: "and the purpose of this firm was not to foster Christianity among the Indians;
it existed to make money for its stockholders' Also ibid, p. 25.

2 Arkin, AJEH, p. 96 and 97; Roth, Marranos, p. 286. The East India Company brought the opium that later
infected the Orient. Jewish families like the Sassoons profited handsomely and more than a few American ship-
ping firms made their wealth in this drug trade. According to Stanley Jackson's, The Sassoons (New Y ork: E.P.
Dutton & Co., Inc., 1968), p. 22: 'With rapid national addiction, the drug developed into one of the East India
Company's most profitable commodities. It became a very convenient medium of exchange when the Company
began buying more tea and silk from the Cantonese who insisted on being paid in silver. Since exports of cotton
could not balance the trade, opium was the only answer."

When the Chinese rulers, fearing the total destruction of their people, tried to stop it, the British stepped in (Jack-
son, p. 23):

The East India Company's food ship Lord Amherst had docked at Shanghai in 1832 with members of a trade
mission eager to buy tea and silk in exchange for their own piece - goods and opium.... They seized and burned
twenty thousand chests worth upwards of £2 million. (Some outraged shippers valued their losses as high as £5
million.) It was the long-expected, and not unwelcome, signal for British warships to come to the aid of all hon-
est merchants in the sacred name of free trade. They demolished the weak Chinese forces in an operation which
would pay the plumpest of dividends for afull century. At the end of the so-called "war" in August 1842, a de-
feated Emperor signed the Treaty of Nanking. Five ports, Canton (previously the only one in which the British
were alowed), Amoy, Foochow, Ningpo and Shanghai, were set aside for the conquerors.... The opium trade
remained illegal, but akindlier and half-blind eye was now turned on smugglers who promptly set up their main
base on the island of Hong Kong, ceded to Britain. China had flowered overnight like a monstrous poppy.

The name of the ship, Lord Amherst, is asignificant coincidence in that it was Sir Jeffrey Amherst, with the help
of Jewish traders, whose smallpoxed blankets were used to destroy the North American Indian population in a
similar use of chemical warfare. See this document, section entitled “ Jews and the Red Man."
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A Private Venture

It must be clarified that the bulk of the exploration of the West was promoted by pri-
vate firms and financed for the most part with private capital. The benefits of their discoveries
accrued to the investors in the firm, not necessarily to the government or the people of the
nation of origin. The monarch would invest the nation's military as his or her personal in-
vestment in the enterprise.” The expeditions of Columbus, for instance, were private ventures
of Jewish financiers who received notice of his "discoveries’ even before Ferdinand and
|sabella.™

With the protection of the Dutch military, the principal maritime power at that time,
the Dutch West India Company colonized and settled the Western Hemisphere solely to estab-
lish a steady flow of natural wealth back to its European investors, not to any national author-
ity. Thisisacritical distinction and the source of much of the animosity against the Jews. The
Gentiles were, for the most part, nationalists, owing their alegiance to the nation in whose
territory they resided. They respected the edicts of their government particularly with regard
to international relations. The Jews, on the other hand, considered themselves as Jews first,
particularly in international commerce. They remained internationalists without the patriotic
fervor of their Gentile countrymen. When their host country was at war with a trading partner
of the Jews, and on whom an embargo had been placed, the Jews would continue trade by
various methods including the changing the name of the ship and/or its owner to one suiting
the law in the port where they desired entry.” They did not see this smuggling as illegal or
even harmful - just business.” These were, after all, private transactions among private busi-
nesses and individuals - not with any government [26] agency or national authority. But as
these arrangements flourished, the national interests were circumvented and the local gov-
ernments taxed and restricted the Jews as the leading traders.”” These restrictions led to the
historical application of the term "persecution,” but evidence shows that the practice of subor-
dinating the national interest in pursuit of personal profit, and not religion, per se, raised the
ire of the Gentile.”

8 For example, S. D. Goitein, Jewish Letters of Medieval Traders, p. 10.

" Golden and Rywsdll, pp. 5-9; Kohler, "Columbus," PAJHS, vol. 10 (1902), p. 162: 'Winsor, in his 'Christopher
Columbus.... judges the advance of funds to have been by Santangel from his private revenues and in the interest
of Cagtile only. And this seems to be proved by the invariable exclusion of Ferdinand's subjects from participa-
tion in the advantages of trade in the new lands..."

SEAJA, p. 147.

6 George Horowitz, in The Spirit of Jewish Law (New York: Central Book Company, 1963), pp. 79-80, claims
that Jews always made a distinction with regard to laws they were bound to respect: "For a Jew, compliance with
'‘Gentile' law in [some] matters was not required.... For Jews, the law of the nation, the general system of law
prevailing among the people in whose midst they dwelt was not binding..."

" An example: Isaac S. Emmanuel's, The Jews of Coro, Venezuela (Cincinnati: American Jewish Archives,
1973), p. 8, recounts an ordinance passed on December 14, 1835 which taxed foreign merchants - apparently
targeted at Jews.

8 The arguments against the Jews in the Western settlements were primarily economic with religious bias play-
ing a minor role. The Jewish historians seem to support this contention in a number of recorded incidents:
Bloom, in EAJA, pp. 146-47, cites a classic example of the conflict in Curagao in 1653 when the governor com-
plained that "the Jews were carrying on smuggling with Venezuela and the Greater Antilles, and that they
charged too much for goods they traded in, remonstrating that they demanded three times the price asked for the
same article in Holland. The Jews, on the other hand, complained that their trade was hindered and that they
were not granted enough privileges." See also Frank W. Pitman, The British West Indies (London: 1917), p. 136.
Also Bloom, EAJA, p. 136 and note no. 61, states that the Jews in Brazil "were accused [in a petition] of sharp
practice, trickery and frequent bankruptcy. Curiously enough, the names of some of the signatories might be
considered Jewish." EAJA, p. 146, states plainly that: "Jews were very active in this horse smuggling,” in clear
violation of their Curagaon charter. The government of Barbados makes explicit reference to Jews in illegal
economic activities in their Council Minutes of 1705 (see this volume "Barbados"). Another statement indicative
of the permeation of scurrilous business practices can be found in Emmanuel HINA, p. 74. Of the Jewish busi-
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[27]
The power of the Company's rulers rivaled that of the kings and queens of Europe,

evidenced by this exchange described by Arnold Wiznitzer:
In aletter of July 20, 1645, Gaspar Dias Fereira had proposed to the Portuguese king that he buy
Brazil from the Dutch for the sum of 3 million crazados, payable in six monthly installments. Sousa
Coutinho, the Portuguese ambassador at The Hague, considered this proposal very practical. The
Jesuit priest Antonio Vieira, aman who exercised considerable influence in Lisbon and Brazil at the
time, also advocated this solution. The negotiations, however, yielded no results, since the West In-
dia Company declined the offer.”
The power to sell, and perhaps to buy, nations was in the hands of the Company's rulers, not the
monarch's, and even with such power writes Arthur Hertzberg, "The Jewish leaders in Amster-
dam...knew that they had the power to cajole or even to intimidate the West India Company..."®
The Company performed governmental functions including the licensing of expedi-
tions, issuing permits for daves and collecting taxes from settlers engaged in commerce® In
1674, the debt-ridden Company dissolved, no longer able to administer its territories. Soon
thereafter it was reorganized, though undercapitalized, to attempt to maintain its former

power. Slave dealing was its magjor income source and again, Jews invested heavily.®

nessmen, they seem to imply that due to the closeness of the small Jewish community and the recourse afforded
by the Jewish tribuna and for no other reason, "he was forced to trade fairly and honestly" (italics ours). In the
larger society, apparently, buyer beware. Marcus Arkin, in his book Aspects of Jewish Economic History, p. 200,
states that Jews opened restricted sugar markets by the "judicious bribery" of local officials. Fortune, p. 98: "By
1750, Jews were brokers, stockjobbers, and careful speculators in schemes like the South Sea Company. Indeed,
they were accused of flagrant stock manipulations, and during the 1750s a Jewish agent negotiated with some
wealthy London and Dutch Jews to cause a fal in English stocks that would bring them fabulous profits."
Wiernik, p. 55: "The merchants of England were opposed to the admission of Jews, because of their ability to
control trade wherever they entered and because they would divert it from England to foreign countries."

In colonial America, Jews violated the non-importation agreements (see this document, "Jews and the American
Revolution"), selling banned British goods, creating tension among the colonists and wealth among the Jews.
The American Civil War brought similar accusations which inspired General U. S. Grant's expulsion Order No.
11 of 1862 described by Bertram Wallace Korn, American Jewry and the Civil War (Philadelphia: Jewish Publi-
cation Society of America, 1951), pp. 122-23, and later in this study.

All of these references bear no indication of atheologica dispute. In fact, Judaism seems to be defined in terms
of the economic practices of Jews who acted in business and religion as a group, maintaining a separate commu-
nity and were therefore addressed in that manner. Wiernik writes (p. 44) of the seventeenth century Portuguese
Jews of Surinam: "There was no desire or striving for assimilation on either side in those times." Richard Got-
theil, "Contributions to the History of the Jews in Surinam," PAJHS, vol. 9 (1901), p. 130, claims that Surinam
Jews "naturally clustered together..." And later in the colony of Georgia where al but Blacks "are tolerated and
are permitted to enjoy all manner of liberty," the Jews chose to remain among their own and even made distinc-
tions between Jews from Spain and Germany with the Germans "demand[ing] the preference for themselves."
See Leon Huhner, The Jews of Georgiain Colonial Times," PAJHS, vol. 10 (1902), pp. 76-7. The assimilation of
the Jewish community into the American society is a unique phenomenon in Jewish history. Jews acted as a
single entity when petitioning for rights or privileges, when pursuing business opportunities, when developing
their communities, when defending their interests and when worshipping. The references to Jews as a class,
therefore, are not as indicative of religious prejudice as they are in recognition of and respect for the preferred
socia status of the Jews.

" Wiznitzer, Jews in Colonial Brazil, pp. 106-7.

8 A. Hertzberg, p. 25; Bloom, "Book Reviews: The Dutch in Brazil, p. 114: "It is obvious that Jewish and Mar-
ranos influence must have been very great."

81 Bloom, "Brazilian," p. 63. Bloom states " Tax-farming, a traditional Jewish occupation was not lacking in Bra-
zil. In 1638 Moses Navarro bought the right to farm the tax on sugar from the region Pernambuco for 54.000
guilders. Benjamin de Pino purchased the right to farm the tax on the mills from the region S. Antao Popica and
Serinhaim for 43,000 guilders. The total amount of taxes accruing to the West India Company from this source
was 280,900 guilders." A further study of the Jewish economic affairs in Brazil can be found in Bloom's, FAIA,
pp. 128-47.

82 EAJA, pp. 169-70; The reasons for the failure of the Company were manifold. Greed at several levels is proba-
bly the most accurate description. Infringement on the slave monopoly by private shippers, many of whom were
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[28]

Dutch Conquest in Brazil

The Dutch West India Company set its sights on the rich northeast coast of Brazil.
They failed in a 1624 attempt to take Bahia but succeeded in 1630 when they took the
stronger port center of Recife, better known as Pernambuco. Jews participated in planning the
raids, went out with the expeditions as soldiers, and then settled in the conquered areas.® Soon
thereafter, they set their sights on the dave trade:
Portuguese merchants, many of them [Jews], had controlled most of the slave trade between Africa
and America until the Portuguese rebellion of 1640.... In 1635, however, the Dutch West India
Company had captured the African center of Elmina Castle, and, in 1641, the great centers of
Luanda and Sap Tome. Thus, as the Portuguese were forced out of the slave trade in 1640, their
place was taken by the Dutch West India Company and a few competitors, amongst whom only the
English proved to be formidable. The Company first turned Brazil and, after 1654, Curagao into
large slave depots and concentrated most of its remaining financial and military strength to supply-
ing the Caribbean and the Spanish colonies with slaves.®
The Dutch had a settlement policy more lenient than the Portuguese and Jews flocked
in from al over Europe. As fortunes grew, the Jewish scholars report, the Jews "appear to
have been among the major retailers of daves in Dutch Brazil" between 1630 and 1654.%° In
fact, daves and sugar were the two main revenue sources to these Brazilian Jews.® Ownership
of land and daves [29] conferred status, and apparently anyone who could acquire the means
to live like alord was alowed to become one.®” Dr. Bloom confirms that Jews "were among
the leading dave-holders and daves traders in the colony."® The Jews involved in agriculture
can be divided into three social categories:
[W]ealthy plantation owners who purchased as many as ninety slaves to work in their mills; small-
scale farmers who grew sugar on rented land and owned from ten to twenty slaves; and poor farm-
ers who grew corn, manioc, and fruit on their own or with the help of their wives and children. In
certain cases, members of this last group came to own one to four slaves.®®
S0 extensive was this trade that in a three and a half year span, the Dutch West India
Company collected 27 "lists’ of dave buyers who purchased Africans from them. Slaves
could be paid for in sugar and where payment was postponed, the Jews charged from 3 to 4%

also Jewish; depletion of the soil from overplanting, piracy, and slave revolts are some of the causes cited by
historians.

8 Elkin, p. 16.

8 Swetschinski, p. 236; Wiznitzer, Jews in Colonial Brazil, pp. 67-8; Smith, pp. 246-47; Israel, The Dutch Re-
public, p. 276.

8 EHI, P. 273; The trade practices of the slave merchants are described in Sean O'Callaghan’s, Damaged Bag-
gage, p. 16 (O'Callaghan makes no mention of the religious affiliation of the slave dealers to whom he refers
below):

Every big house had its slave pen where men and women were herded together like cattle. Because of the vast
profits from sugar a superior type of slave could be brought. The sugar planter could afford the most beautiful
women and highly intelligent men .... When the Portuguese bought slaves they paid particular attention to the
Negroes' sexual organs, in order to avoid acquiring individuals in whom they were underdeveloped, for it was
feared that they would prove to be bad procreators.

On page 22 he adds: "It is an undisputed fact that the vast majority of plantation owners treated their slaves
abominably."

8 EHJ, p. 273; see also Friedman, "Sugar," pp. 305-9; Bloom, "Brazilian," and Gilberto Freyre, Masters and
Saves: A Study in the Development of Brazilian Civilization (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1946). Also confirm-
ing this account is Arkin, AJEH, p. 203. These works outline the primary role that the cultivation of sugar, and
therefore Black African slavery, played in the development of the Western continents.

8 Elkin, p. 14.

8 EAJA, p. 133.

8 Elkin and Merkx, p. 36; Wiznitzer, Jews in Colonial Brazil, p. 70: "Unquestionably, they played a more im-
portant part as financiers of the sugar industry, as brokers and exporters of sugar, as suppliers of Negro slaves on
credit, accepting payment of capital and interest in sugar.”
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monthly interest.®® Subsequently, Jewish immigrants moved out of the sugar growing business
to the more lucrative and liquid plantation supply trades. Dr. Wiznitzer claims that Jews

"dominated the dave trade,”" then the most profitable enterprise in that part of the world.**

The West India Company, which monopolized imports of slaves from Africa, sold slaves at public
auctions against cash payment. It happened that cash was mostly in the hands of Jews. The buyers
who appeared at the auctions were almost always Jews, and because of this lack of competitors they
could buy slaves at low prices. On the other hand, there also was no competition in the selling of the
slaves to the plantation owners and other buyers, and most of them purchased on credit payable at
the next harvest in sugar. Profits up to 300 percent of the purchase value were often realized with
high interest rates... If it happened that the date of such an auction fell on a Jewish holiday the auc-
tion had to be postponed. This occurred on Friday, October 21, 1644.%

[30]

On June 13, 1643, Adriaen Lems wrote to his Company employers, that the non-
Jewish planters could not prosper because "negroes' were too dear and interest was too high.
The price was prohibitive for non-Jews who were forced to rent Black daves from the Jews at
exorbitant rates.® Judith Laikin Elkin describes the arrangement:

Those who succeeded in establishing themselves under Dutch jurisdiction prospered as traders,
middlemen, interpreters, and brokers of slaves. The Dutch West India Company monopolized the
import of slaves, but private entrepreneurs ran the slave auctions. Among these were numerous
[Jews], who also provided the credit that [plantation masters] needed until the sugar crop was
brought in. Considering that the mill owners found it cheaper to replace a slave every seven years
than to feed him adequately, business was brisk.*

Many individual Jews are recorded as participants in the trade. David Isragl and Abra-
ham Querido of Amsterdam bought a number of daves from the Dutch West India Company
in 1658. In 1662, Abraham Cohen Brazil bought 52 daves from the Company, while Jeudah
Henriguez of Amsterdam bought twelve.®® In 1673, N. & N. Deliaan offered the Dutch West
India Company 500 African daves and two years later Jan de Lion (ak.a Joao de Yllan), as
the agent of others, proposed selling the Company 1,500 - 2,000 Black African daves from
Rio Calabary.*® Don Manuel Belmonte of Amsterdam was "a Spanish-Jewish nobleman of
culture and refinement, high in royal and religious circles, [who] had no qualms about carry-
ing on the dave trade. He and a gentile associate conducted it on an extensive scale."*’

Jewish Expulsion

The massive numbers of imported and brutally treated Black daves caused dave rebel-
lions, weakening the Dutch. The Portuguese regrouped and mounted a military campaign to
retrieve Brazil as well as the dave centers of Africa. The ensuing battles, [31] between 1645
and 1654, besieged the population with shortages of provisions which soon began to take a
heavy toll. Many of the Jews, who sided with the Dutch, were killed in the battle, many died
of starvation, the remainder were exposed to death from various causes. "Those who were
accustomed to delicacies were glad to be able to satisfy their hunger with dry bread,” wrote
Peter Wiernik, "soon they could not obtain even this. They were in want of everything, and
were preserved alive asif by amiracle."*®

% Bloom, "Brazilian,"p. 63; Fortune, p. 71.

1 Bloom, "Book Reviews: The Dutch in Brazil, pp. 113, note 114.

92 Wiznitzer, Jews in Colonial Brazil, pp. 72-3; Raphagl, p. 14.

% Bloom, "Brazilian,", pp. 63-4.

% Elkin, p. 17.

% 94 Emmanuel HINA, p. 75 note no. 52. see also Liebman, New World Jewry, p. 170, Johan Hartog, Curagao
From Colonial Dependence to Autonomy (Aruba, Netherland Antilles, 1968), p. 178 and Swetschinski, p. 222.

% Emmanuel HINA, p. 75; ibid, vol. 2, p. 747.

” Emmanuel HINA, pp. 75-6 and note no. 55.

% Wiemik, p. 39.
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Many people died of inanition; swelling of the limbs was a symptom of approaching death. Cats
and dogs came to be regarded as delicacies. Negro slaves dug out the cadavers of horses and greed-
ily devoured them. The sight of the starving Negroes in the city was truly distressing.*®
In the first Hebrew poem written in the Western Hemisphere, 1saac Aboab related the
events and his experiences between the outbreak of the rebellion in 1645 and the arrival of
two relief ships. His bitter contempt for a Black freedom-fighting ex-dave is evident in the

following paraphrase:
In the year of 5404 [1645], Portugal's king in his wrath schemed to destroy what was left of Isragl.
From the gutter he raised an evil man, whose mother was of Negro descent, a man who did not
know his father's name [Joao Fernandes Vieira, the leader of the rebellion]. This evil man gathered
much gold and silver and led the revolt. He tried to overcome the ruling Dutch by ruse, but his
schemes were discovered. Then he fled to the woods until the hoped-for troops of the Portuguese
king came to his rescue. He then caused great trouble for the Jews. The revolt led to the siege of the
cities from the land and from the sea. | prayed and wept and implored the shepherd of Israel to send
help. | asked the people to fast to atone for their sins and to conciliate God.®
By 1654, the Jews sought refuge in Amsterdam, the Caribbean Idands, and further
north in New Amsterdam, later to be called New York.*™ They continued in dave dealing,
either as buyers or sellers wherever they found refuge. Jews who returned to Amsterdam were
no less dependent on the Black slave. Nearly a century later in 1743, according to tax records,
of 422 Jews, 2 had seven daves, 5 had [32] six daves, 14 had four daves, 21 had three daves,

54 had two daves, 282 had one dave, and 39 reported none.**

Jewish Slave L egacy

The legacy of this Jewish dominance over colonial Brazil is manifested centuries later
in the language and folklore of its citizenry. "There are even Bush Negroes," says Jacob Bel-
ler, "with Jewish names who use Hebrew words in their language - no doubt descendants of
the slaves who worked on the Jewish-owned sugar plantations."** Beller observed the linger-
ing remnant of Jewish oppression:

The time-honored anti-Semitic stereotypes were used, accusing Jews of being Communists, capital-
ists, profiteers, bloodsuckers, etc. | was told that even the creoles, the great-grandchildren of the
slaves, now accuse the Jews of having enslaved and robbed their ancestors who were the true own-
ersof the land.®

The resdual effect of the Jewish presence in Brazil has been codified in the language.

The Diccionario de la Academia Espanola, for example, includes the following:

Judio (fig.). Avaro, usurero [miser, usurer].

Judiada (fig. y fam.). Accion inhumana. Lucro excesivo y escandaloso. [Inhuman action. Excessive
and scandalous profit].

Hebreo (fig. y fam.). Mercado [merchant]. Usurero [usurer].

Sinagoga (fig.). Conciliabulo, en su a acepcion, vale decir, una junta para tratar de cosa. que €s 0 se
presumeilicita. [Conspiracy. In its 2nd meaning, a meeting called to deal with something that is, or is presumed
to be, illicit].

Cohen [Name borne by priests of Israel.] Adivino, hechicero, alcahuete. [Soothsayer, sorcerer,
bawd].2®

[33]

% Wiznitzer, Jews in Colonial Brazil, p. 101.

100 \\/iznitzer, Jews in Colonial Brazil, p. 103. The poem is entitled Zekher asiti leniflact El (I have set a memo-
rial to God's miracles).

101 Bloom, "Brazilian," pp. 62-4; Golden and Rywell, pp. 10-15; Lucien Wolf, "American Elements in the Re-
Settlement," Transactions of The Jewish Historical Society of England (1896-1898, reprinted, 1971), vol. 3, p.
80.

102 EAJA, p. 214, note 36

103 Jacob Beller, Jews in Latin America (New Y ork: Jonathan David Publishers, 1969), p. 110.

104 Beller, p. 112.

105 Elkin, p. 22.
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The Spanish Inquisition

Much of the history of the Jews in the New World was affected by the forced conver-
sion drivesinitiated by the Catholic church. The infamous Spanish Inquisition brought areign
of terror throughout Europe as the Church attempted to forcibly impose its doctrine upon the
world. The Inquisitors fueled the expulsion of the Jews from Portugal and Spain and reached
even across the Atlantic to the New World settlements. The gruesome tortures employed by
the Inquisitors to secure allegiance had more than a religious connotation. The Jews were a
target of the wave, but not just for practicing Judaism - but because they were suspected of
teaching the "false doctrine" to the Black daves. Frederick P. Bowser's, African Save in Co-

lonial Peru: 1524-1650, though not known to be a Jewish source, is nonetheless instructive:

Portuguese slave traders were not merely smugglers who robbed Spain of silver; they were also
Jewish heretics who practiced their faith in secret behind a public facade of Catholic orthodoxy and
who inundated the American colonies with blacks indoctrinated in their own false beliefs. These be-
liefs, embellished with African superstitions, were in turn spreading among the Indians. The Seville
merchants questioned whether African labor was worth all the smuggling and undermining of the
Church's work among the Indians, but they stopped short of appealing for the abolition of the slave
trade.'*

More than once, Jews were accused not just of being Jews, but for dave dealing and
sometimes for that alone. The Inquisitors charged its subjects for either crime and frequently
Jews were found guilty on both counts.*” If the practice of Judaism was the crime, then the
guestion remains, why the concern over the daves? Slave dealing and davery and its connec-
tion with Judaism and Jews was offensive to the Spanish reformers. To the Inquisitors, con-
version to Judaism by the Black daves was more than a religious ritual - it was a business
arrangement in which the Blacks were the productive partner. As in the case of Diogo Dias
Querido, an Amsterdam Jew engaged in "large-scale operations on the west coast of Africa’
[34] where he employed ten large vessels and many smaller ships: The Inquisitors alleged that
Querido employed in his household several Black daves who were natives of that coast. In his
home they received instruction in the Portuguese and Dutch languages, "so that they could
serve as interpreters in Africa," presumably to be a more effective trader. Moreover, it was
alleged, these daves were given instruction in Mosaic Law and converted to Judaism.*®

Jews were aso known to have instructed the Indians of New Spain in "Mosaic Law"
sealing their relationship with drops of blood from pricked fingers."**® The Indian's knowledge
of the land and its resources, trails and tribes was expansive, and their allegiance was highly
valued. Europe's experience with "Mosaic Law" was that it very closely resembled business
law, and that money, not worship, was the main objective.

Though advanced in a "kind master" delusion about the nature of davery, Lady Mag-

nus nonethel ess points to the underlying concern of the Inquisition:
So fond grew the grateful slaves of their Jewish masters, that they very often desired to become
Jews themselves, and were thus the indirect cause of an immense deal of harsh and suspicious legis-
lation. The Church conscientiously abhorred Jews. It could not be expected to look on camly at the
possible manufacture of more of them. So council after council of the Church busied itself in devis-
ing plans to prevent, or in imposing penalties to punish, any conversions to Judaism. '

1% Frederick P. Bowser, African Slave in Colonial Peru: 1524-1650 (Stanford, California: Stanford University
Press, 1974), p. 34; Wiernik, p. 34, reports that the "public facade" mentioned in this quote included Marranos or
secret Jews taking some extraordinary actions: "...it was reported that the physicians of Bahia, who were mainly
new-Christians, prescribed pork to their patients in order to lessen the suspicion that they were still adhering to
Judaism." See also Bertram Wallace Korn, The Early Jews of New Orleans (Watham, Massachusetts: American
Jewish Historical Society, 1969), pp. 3-4.

07 Bowser, p. 58.

198 Wiznitzer, Jews in Colonial Brazl, p. 46.

109 jebman, The Jewsin New Spain, p. 48.

110 Magnus, p. 107.
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The Black population in many of these regions was greater than that of Whites, some-
times manifold greater, and as such these Blacks were expected to fight as well as work. The
guestion for the Inquisitors was, "which God will they fight for?'; but maybe more impor-
tantly, "which God will they dig gold and silver for?' Jacob Beller, Jews in Latin America,
wrote that the mission of the Spanish Crown, "was to extract as much gold as possible from
the colonies, to spread Catholicism and to pursue those who were practicing Judaism in se-
Cret.“"lll
[35]

Where there were daves, there were immense profits and Jews were frequently found
at the source.** The Spanish Inquisition cannot be seen as a purely religious or a purely eco-
nomic phenomenon. The interests were varied and variable depending on the condition en-
countered and the temperament of its local authorities. Clearly though, Black daves and na-
tive inhabitants played a significant role as the subject of many charges leveled at Jewsin this
period.

Surinam

The Jews arrived in Surinam with their many daves between 1639 and 1654. Joseph
Nunez de Fonseca, also known as David Nassi, led the last influx, established a synagogue
and built a whole colony based on dave labor.** He crafted a little "Jewish homeland” on a
large idand in the Surinam river which became known as the " Savannah of the Jews."** Soon
they owned vast sugar, coffee, cotton, and lumber plantations and used many thousands of
African daves™ after the Indians were not able to adapt to compulsory labor and "died away
rapidly."*¢

By May of 1667, an inventory of an area of the country known as Thorarica showed
the Jewish holdings to be considerable:

[Thorarica] consisted of nine plantations for raising sugar cane with 233 slaves, 55 sugar kettles,
106 head of cattle, and 28 men plus an [36] additional six plantations with 181 slaves, 39 sugar ket-
tles, and 66 animals. All these plantations were owned by eighteen Portuguese Jews.™’

Africans were brought in in large concentrations and warehoused by Jews as the dave

trade became a "major feature of Jewish economic life."**®* The "fear of the dave masses' was

1 Bdler, p. 82.

12 Bowser, p. 57; Also Magnus, p. 107.

113 Edwin Wolf and Maxwell Whiteman, The History of the Jews of Philadelphia (Philadelphia: Jewish Publica-
tion Society of America, 1957), pp. 190-91; Samuel Oppenheim, "An Early Jewish Colony in Western Guiana,
1658-1666: And its Relation to the Jews of Surinam, Cayenne and Tobago," PAJHS, vol. 16 (1907), p. 98: There
seems to be some discrepancy over the actual settlement dates. In EAJA, p. 154, Bloom cites evidence in the
archives of the Dutch-Portuguese Jewish Congregation that Jews were residents in 1639. See also Hilfman's
chronology below. Suffice it to say that by the mid-seventeenth century a settlement of Jews was established in
Surinam.

According to Seymour B. Liebman, New World Jewry, 1493 - 1825: Requiem for the Forgotten (New York:
KTAV, 1982), p. 186: "The name has been spelled Sarinan, Sarinhao, Serenamm, Surinamme, and Serrinao. It
has been mistaken for Essequibo, Demarary, and Berbice, which are part of what became known as British Gui-
ana. These territories, together with French Guiana, were also known as the "Wilde Kust."...The word " Surinam"
stems from the name of the original Indian inhabitants, the Surinese, who called their area Surina."

Y4 | earsi, pp. 21-2.

Y5 Arkin, AJEH, p. 97.

116 John Gabriel Stedman, Narrative of an Expedition Against the Revolted Negroes of Surinam (London, 1796;
reprinted, 1971, Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press), p. vii.

17| iebman, New World Jewry, p. 188.

118 Raphael, p. 24.
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a phrase which frequently appeared in the official documents.**® At no time did the number of
Whites exceed 7% of the number of daves and by the end of the eighteenth century, in the
plantation region outside the city, there was one White for every 65 blacks, despite the re-
peated instructions from the authorities that there should be at least one overseer for every 25
daves."* The Jews, at times made up half of the White popul ation.**

Many specia privileges were granted to the Jewish colonists, especially when the
English were in control** and when the Dutch took over in 1667 and promised the Jews free
exercise of ther religion, Jews "went so far as to demand that their daves be permitted to
work on Sunday" - the Christian Sabbath when all [37] work was curtailed.**® Such a demand
was a clear indication of the relative confidence and power exercised by the Jews.

The Jewish community continued to prosper and by 1694, the Jewish families totalled
nearly 100, in al about 570 persons, they possessed more than 40 estates and 9000
daves.*23 Africans were given away as gifts by Jews as in 1719 when "Governor Coutier
receive[d] a present of two cows and 50 casks of sugar. Commn Raineval receive[d] 10 casks
of sugar and 24 daves. Commander de Vries 24 daves..."**

19 Just the threat of such uprisings, real or imagined, caused stock market fluctuations in Amsterdam in the
1770s tightening credit for the Surinam planters forcing some of them out of business. See MCAJI, p. 161,
Stedman, p. ix.

120 aura Foner and Eugene D. Genovese, editors, Savery in the New World A Reader in Comparative History
(Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1969), p. 182; Joseph Lebowich, "Jews in Surinam," PAJHS,
vol. 12 (1904), p. 169: In 1792, Paramaribo contained 1,000 Jews, 1,000 Whites and 8,000 slaves; the plantations
contained 1,200 Jews and Whites and 35,000 slaves; total population for Surinam, 3,200 Whites (probably half
Jewish) and 43,000 slaves.

121 Foner and Genovese, p. 180; Arkin, AJEH, p. 97.

Albert M. Hyamson, A History of the Jew in England (London: Methuen & Company, Ltd., 1908), pp. 201-2:

As early as 1665 they were alowed a court of justice of first instance for civil cases, and they were exempted
from prosecution by their creditors on the high festivals. It was specifically stated in a Government proclamation
that immediately on reaching the colony "every person belonging to the Hebrew nation ... shall possess and en-
joy every liberty and privilege possessed by, and granted to, the citizens and inhabitants of the colony, and shall
be considered as English-born." It was decreed that they should not be compelled to serve in any public office;
their persons and their property were placed under the special protection of the Government; they were permitted
to practice their religion without hindrance, and land was assigned to them for the erection of synagogues and
schools, and for use as a cemetery. All these advantages were granted, "whereas we have found that the Hebrew
nation [have] proved themselves useful and beneficial to the colony."

Oppenheim, "Guiana," pp. 108-9; According to Dr. B. Felsenthal and Prof. Richard Gottheil, " Chronological
Sketch of the History of the Jaws in Surinam," PAIHS, vol. 4 (1896), p. 8, "The Jews occupy an honorable posi-
tion and hold the principal property in the colony." See aso Wiemik, p. 44 and Lucien Wolf, "American Ele-
ments in the Re-Settlement," p. 95.1%

123 EAJA, pp. 155-56; Wiernik, p. 45; Cyrus Adler, "A Traveler in Surinam,” PAJHS, vol. 3 (1895), p. 153, quot-
ing from Stedman, p. 378: "These people possess particular rights and privileges in this colony, with which they
were endowed by King Charles the Second, when the settlement of Surinam was English; and such are these
privileges | never knew Jews to possess in any other part of the world whatever."

124 Wiemik, p. 47; EJ, vol. 15, p. 530.

125 The wealth of the Jews is demonstrated in EAJA, p. 155, in which Bloom says that ten Jews departed for Ja-
maica in 1675 with 322 slaves. See also MCAJL, p. 159; Another indicator is in 1695, when the governor of
Surinam solicited donations for the construction of a hospital at Paramaribo. The Jews who subscribed are listed
by J. S. Roos in an article entitled, "Additional Notes on the History of the Jews in Surinam," PAJHS, vol. 13
(1905), pp. 130-32. These donations appear to have been made in quantities of sugar ranging from 25 to 1400
pounds. The below listed Jewish donors, therefore, may be considered plantation owners or brokers who were
the prime exploiters of Black African labor. The names marked with an asterisk are mentioned on other lists and
in documents relating to slave holding Jews.

DardelMessiah David Juden Ishack Israel Ardinez
Joseph Coronel Daniel Nunez Henriquez *|shack Israel Moreno
Jacob Rodriguez de Prado, Jr. Debora de Souza Montesinos Ishack Israel Lorencillo

Abraham Nunez Henriquez *Ester de Avilar Moseh C. Nassy
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By 1730, Surinam reached its greatest affluence with its 400 plantations with 80,000
African daves footing the bill.**¢ By 1791, the Portuguese Jews numbered 834 and the Ger-
man Jews 477, with 100 "Jewish mulattoes," the unwanted result of the rape of African
women by Jewish dave masters, congtituting in al more than one-[38]third of the White
population of the Colony.** When authorities considered legidation requiring that saves be
idled on the Christian Sabbath, the Jews protested calling such an ordinance a "crippling dis-
ability."** The Black African was so critical to the development of the Jewish community that
"The economic decline of the community was largely connected with the abolition of the
dave trade in 1819 and the emancipation of the davesin 1863."**

Jewish Plantations

In May of 1668 an inventory of fifteen plantations owned by 18 Portuguese Jews
counted 414 Black Africans being held as daves.™ In Richard Gottheil's article, "Contribu-
tions to the History of the Jews in Surinam," he lists those plantations "which evidently be-
longed to Jews... showing how the Jews, even here, naturally clustered together."** Obvi-
ously, many thousands of Black African dlaves were required to make these plantations pro-
ductive.

Plantations on Surinam River w/ Acres

Widow of Jo. Co. Nass (Porto Helrs of Mess. Penco (Wayapinnica) 550
Bello) 800

Sa Meza 1000 Widow of Ab. M. Maeza (Bersaba) 250
Ishak de David Meza (Venetia) 1000 Heirs of B H Granada (Pornibo)

Solomon Meza (d'Otan) 1000 Heirs of Jos. Arias (Guillgall?) 500
AbrahamPereyra Gabriel de Maros Moseh Henriquez

Abraham de Pina Jacob Rodriguez de Prado Moseh da Costa
AbrahamCrespo * Jacob de Caseres Bravo Moseh Mendez

* Abraham Arias Jacob de Meza Jacob Nunez Henriquez
Abraham Isragl Pizarro Jacob Rodriguez Monsanto Moseh Rodriguez de Prado
Abraham Pinto de Affonseca Jacob Coronel Chacaon *Moseh Bueno de Mesquita
Samuel Cohen Nassy Jacob Coronel Brandon Michael Lopez Arias

Abraham Nunez de Castro * Jacob y Jedidda Costa Ribca de Aharon da Costa

* Abraham Isidro Jacob Cohen Nassy Sarade Joseph C. Nassi
Abraham Henriquez de Barrios Jacob Abenacar Sarade David de Fonseca
Alexander Car Moseh Jeosuah Serfati Pina Sara de Abraham da Costa
Aharon Pereira Joseph de Britto SaradaSilva

*David Mendes Meza Joseph Peregrino Sabatay de Zamora

David Lopez Henriquez Ishack de Brito Selomoh Gabay Sid

*David de Meza Ishack de David Pereyra Selemoh Rodriguez

David Carrillo Ishack de Pina *Samuel de la Parra

David de Moseh C. Nassy Ishack Israel de Payva Samuel y Jeosuah Drago

David de Moseh Montesinos Ishack Lopez Mirandela widow of Isaac Israel Pereira

26 EAJA, p. 157.

27 Hilfman, p. 12; See dlso Klein, p. 133.

28 MCAJL, p. 154.

12 3, vol. 15, p. 531; See also Mein, p 134: "By 1817 Surinam had lost some 25,000 slaves and was down to
50,000 such workers, along with 3,000 free colored and just 2,000 whites."

130 EAJA, p. 155; Also, Friedman, "Sugar,” p. 308, Mr. Friedman referenced Deerr, vol. 1, p. 210; Werner Som-
bart, The Jews and Modern Capitalism, translated by M. Epstein (Glencoe, Illinois. The Free Press, 1951, re-
printed from 1913), p. 36; EJ, vol. 15, p. 530.

131 130 Gottheil, "Contributions to the History of the Jews in Surinam," pp. 130-33.
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|. Gr. de Fonseca (Carmel)
Abraham Cohen Nass (Kayam)
David Cohen Nass (bon Esperan-
sca)

Abraham de Brito (Guerahr)

Moses Nunez Henriquez (Hebron)
David de la Pera (Abocha Ranza)
David idem (Warjamoe)

Ab. Mementon (Byanerahr) 600
Ab. H de Barios (Moria)
Ab. de Pinto (Cadix) 400

Ab. Bueno: bibax

Wid. of Sam. de la Para (Anca
dodl)
Heirs of Sam. Co. Nass (Inveija)

Ab. Nun. Henrig.

Jac. Gabai Craso (Jeprens)

Neph. Messias (Porfio)

|s. Careleo (Lucha d’ Jacob) 2250

Widow of Sam. delaPara(Anca) 1050
Jac. Gab. de Crasto

Helirs of Moses Cotinhio (Retro)
Heirs of Meza (Quamabo)

Sam. d'Avilar (laDiligenza) 1775
Joode Savane

Jac. H de Barios 800
|z. Uz. de Avilas 800

Jac. H de Barios (Uncultivated)

Widow of Gab. Baeza (Mahanaem)
David d'1z. Messias (Floreda)

Ab. Fonseca Meza (Abroea)

Mord. M. Quiro (Klyn Amst.) 110
Mos. C. Baeza (Sucoht) 200

Plantations on the Caswinika Creek

Bene H Granada (Nahamoe)
Jos. Coh. Nass (la Confianza)
B. H Granada (Zaut Punt)

Moses Naar (Sarga)

|s. de David dMeza (Boavista)
Heirs of Granada (By Zaut Punt)
M de Britto (Vrapanica?)

Widow of Coc. Nass (de Sonusco)
Is. de Britto (de Goede Fortuyn)

Ab. Dovalle (?)
Is. Henrig (Jusego)

Ab. Pinto

Is. Carilho (Roode Bank)

Ab. & Is. Pinto (Stretta Nova)

Ard' Ab. da Costa (Aboa. Pas)
Heirs/Barza/da Costa (Cabo Verde)

Jos. Gabay Faro (Gooscen)
lag de Prado (la Recuperada)
Pardo Gen Carthago (Rake Rak)

Mos. Isidro (de Goe de Buurt)
Widow of Ab. de Pina (Beherseba)

Sam. Uz. d'Avilar (de 3 gelroeders)
| . Wid. ofJac. d'Avila

2. Esth. Lorenco
3. Beni H Moron (Y dyn Curacau)

4. |lac. de Pina (Haran)

5. lac. Coh. Nass (Petak Enaim)
6. Dav. Uz. d'Avilar (Parmllk?)
7. Heirsof Sal. les. Levi

Helirs of Ab Arias (Gelderland)

E.R.R. de Prado (Waico rebo) 2300 acres

Prado (Prado?) 300 acres
G.Jacobs(?)

450
430
1558

1000
100

750
1081

250
140

224

1700
1800
1042

1452
288
400

1000
1200

200

130
130
130
300

31
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Plantations on the Para Creek

Samuel Nassy

Plantations on the Right Bank of the Surinam River

S. Nassy Rafael Aboafe.

S. Nassy | osoe en Jacob Nassy
Simson Mose |. de Pona

M. Nassy Parera(7)
Montesinus Mesa

|saque Pereira Josef Nassy

Nunes Salis.

Plantations on the Left Bank of the Surinam River

De Fonseca loods Dorp en Sinagoge Serfatyn Abram de Pina

David (?) Nassy Nunes da Costa Jacques da Costa
De PinaElias Ely Parada (?) Barug de Costa
Aronde Silva

Plantation on the Cottica River
Saare Brit (i.e. Shaare Berit)

[40]

According to Jewish author Herbert I. Bloom, "[the] dave trade was one of the most
important Jewish activities here as elsewhere in the colonies." The following is alist of Jew-
ish buyers of Black slaves from the Dutch West India Company in Surinam, February 21,
22,23,1707.+

Jew Male Female |Children Guilders
Abraham Anas 6 3 2,250
Jacob Cardoso 2 1 750
Salomon la Para 4 2 1,500
Jacob Henriques de Barrios 2 1 750
Isaak da Costa 4 2 1,500
Joseph Costelho 2 1 750
Jacob Barugh Carvaho 2 1 750
David Gradis d'Affonseca 2 2 840
Moses Henriquez Cothino 1 1 500
Elias Chayne 3 1 965

182 EAJA, pp. 159-60. Other sales took place in March, 1707 where ten Jews bought slaves amounting to 10,400
guilders which was more than one-fourth of the total amount of money expended at the sale (38,605 guilders).
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David Mendes Mesa 1 1 505
David Simon Levi 1 1 425
Juda Abrahamse 3 1 800
Wed. van Moses bosno bias 1 1 455
|saack Carrera Brandon 2 2 975
David d'lsaak Messiah/ d'Afonseca & 1 1 2 1,155
Co.

Jacob Bunes 1 1 610
Jacob de Casseres Bravo 1 1 600
Jacob da Costa 4 2 2 2,020
de Weed. Esther d'Avilaar 1 1 455
Moses Nunes 1 1 505
Moses Bueno de Musquito 4 3 1,430
Abraham da Costa 1 1 420
Samuel d'Avilaar 2 2 1,250
|saack Labadie 5 1 1,685
Jacob d'Avilaar 4 2 755
David Marcado 3 1 835
Abraham Isidro 2 500
|saak da Costa 1 1 425
Jacob Benjamin Abenakar 2 665
David de Mesa 1 210
Henricus de Barrios 1 170
|saak de Jacob de Mesa 2 540
Ricada Costa 2 520
Abraham de Lima 2 510
Erasmus Marcus* 4 935
Abraham Arias 2 250
Abraham, Rachel Cohen 6 2 2000
Totals** 74 41 21 32,160

**gc; Actual totals are 75 Male; 39 Female, and 20 Children. Figures on thislist are unedited.

[41]

The Jews were naturally heavy buyers in the African dave markets and in 1755, even
the synagogue invested in a house and 14 daves, purchased from another Jew, A. Perera
Other registered investments of the synagogue include a plantation called “Nahamu" (Com-
fort ye) with its 112 daves. Isahak de Joseph Cohen Nassy, of a most prominent Jewish fam-
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ily, purchased "Tulpenburg" (Tulip Castle) with its 72 Africans many of whom died in 1772
forcing him into financial crisis.**®

Thousands of endlaved Africans labored for the Jewish plantation masters in the cruel-
est, inhuman conditions.** The list below is comprised of names which appeared on maps of

settlementsin Surinam circa 1750-1780.%

Aboafe, (=Aboab), Rafael David,(?) Nassi, Abraham Cohen
Arias, Abraham Dovalle,(?), Abraham Nass, Coc (?)

Arias, Joseph Ely, Elias Nass, David Cohen
Aron Faro, Joseph Gabay Nass, Isaac Cohen
Avilar, 1zak d Fonseca, de Nassi, Jacob

Avilar, Jacob Uziel d' Fonseca, |. Gr. de Nass, Joseph Cohen
Avilar, Samuel de Granada, Henriquez Nass, Joseph

Avilar, Samuel Uziel de Henrigues, Abr. Nunez Nass, Samuel

Avilas, (Avilar?) David Uzid | Henriques, |9 aacl Nunes

d’

Baeza Henrigues, Moses Nunez Para, Samuel de la
Baeza, Gabbai |sidro, Moses Parada(?)
Baeza, Moses C. Levi, Solomon les Parera,(=Pereira?)

Barios, Abraham Henriquez
de

Lorenco, Esther

Penco, Messias

Barios, Jacob Henriquez de

Mementon, Abraham

Pera,(=Para?) David de la

Brito, (or Britto), Abraham de | Messias, David de | zhac Pereira, |saque
Brito, Isak de Messias, Naphtali Pina, de

Brito, Moses de Mesa (=Meza) Pina, Abraham de
Bueno, Abraham Meza Pina, Jacob de
Careleo, I5(aac] Meza, Abraham Fonseca Pinto, Abraham de
Carilho,(=Carelen?), Iaac] | Meza, Abraham M. Pinto, I aac]

Costa

Meza, | saac de David

Pona, Mose, I. de

Costa, Abraham da Meza, Salomon Prado, Gent. Carthago
Costa, Barig(=Baruch) de Meza, Samuel Quiro, Mordecai M.
Costa, Jagues da Montesinus Serfatyn

Costa, Nunes de Moron, H(enriquez?) Silva, de

Cotinhio, Moses Naar, Moses Simson

Crasto, Jacob Gabai Nasst (Nassy) Solis

[42]

The Jews Murder the Blacks of Surinam?®

"From time to time the Negro slaves revolted and escaped to the jungles, whence they descended on
their masters. For nearly a century the 'Savannah' suffered from these depredations, and to fight
them off the Jewish planters had only themselves to depend on."**

138 EAJA, pp. 162-63; MCAJL, 159; R. Bijlsma, "David de Is. C. Nassy, Author of the Essai Historique sur Suri-
nam," in Robert Cohen, The Jewish Nation in Surinam, p. 66.

13 Foner and Genovese, p. 182: "[T]hose living in the worst conditions in Surinam were those working on the
sugar plantations (and these were in the mgjority)...”

1% Gottheil, " Contributions to the History of the Jewsin Surinam," pp. 133-34.

1% Simon Wolf, The American Jew as Patriot, Soldier and Citizen (Philadelphia: The Levytype Company,
1895), pp. 462-73; Korn, Jews of New Orleans, pp. 1-4; EJ, vol. 15, pp~ 529-31; EHJ, pp. 273-74; MCAJI, p.
157.

B earsi, p. 22.
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Between 1690 and 1772, the Black man of Surinam rebelled against the Jewish dave-
makers.**® The "Maroons," or runaway former daves, formed severa communitiesin the inac-
cessible parts of the woods, "and were the most implacable and cruel enemies of the colo-
nists.”*** Some 6,000 ex-slaves had escaped into the interior of the colony by the early 18th
century and proved too stubborn for the Dutch to overcome. Three major groups of Maroons
became established in the interior regions and became known as the Djukas, Saramaacanes,
and Matuari S Jacob R. Marcus reported the conditions of the time:

The whites felt they were being persecuted by their own daves! The result was a vi-
cious circle of white insecurity, inducing Negrophobic represson and inhuman cruelty, to
which the blacks reacted by murdering their white oppressors and escaping into the jungle. It
was common for fugitive slaves to join the Bush Negroes who had been taking refuge in the
wilderness ever since the days of the English occupation during the 1650's. From their jungle
villages and fortresses the embittered blacks sallied forth to wage a relentless war against their
former masters. Plantation life thus had its full complement of perils, and the Jewish planters
led by their own militia captains not only defended themselves against Negro [43] raids but
also made frequent retaliatory incursions into the jungle. Captain David C. Nassy engaged in
more than thirty expeditions as a frontier ranger against the well-organized and desperate Ne-
groes. The Indians, whose language Nassy spoke, were employed as scouts."**

During the course of a Maroon incursion in 1690, a wealthy Jewish plantation owner
named M. Machado, was put to death by the freedom fighters and as the threat of full-scale
insurrection grew the Jews organized a militia to attack the Black settlements and recapture
the "marauding band of negroes." The Jews participated in the suppression of the revolts and
from 1690 to 1722 they took the lead. Asa matter of fact, writes Cecil Roth, the revolts "were
largely directed against them, as being the greatest slave-holders of the region."**> Some of the
Jewish leaders were:

David Nassy Moses Naar
Captain Forgeoud Gabriel de LaFatte
Captain Jacob D'Avilar | saac Nassy
Manuel Pereira J. G. Wichers
|saac Arias Sir Chas. Green
Abraham Do Brito Abraham De Veer

Captain Isaac Carvalho

In 1730, a desperate effort was made to punish the Black guerrillas by a detail of the
Jewish militiaincluding fourteen volunteers and thirty-six of their daves. They devastated the
African settlements but their actions "did not, by any means, intimidate the lawless hordes
who were intent upon rebellion and plunder. On the contrary it only roused their anger all the
more."

18 EAJA, p. 163. Bloom says that "especially those in Jewish hands' rebelled, though he does not explain why.
See the section of this study entitled " Treatment and Torture of the Black Slave."

139 A society of Black people who escaped their kidnappers in Panama was visited and described by Sir Francis
Drake and quoted in Sean O'Callaghan's, Damaged Baggage, pp. 30-1: "In this Towne we saw they lived verie
civilly and cleanly for as soone as we came thither, they washed themselves in the river and changed their ap-
parel which was verie fine and fitly made (as also the women do weare) somewhat after the Spanish fashion,
though nothing so costly .... Escaped maroons who were recaptured were treated with special severity." Simi-
larly, Captain Stedman (p. 368) reports, "The cleanliness of the negro nation is peculiarly remarkable, as they
bathe above three times aday."

1 Klein, pp. 133-34.

¥ MCALJI, p. 160.

142 Roth, Marranos, p. 292.
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David Nassy, nephew of the biggest dave dealer in Surinam, joined with Captain
Boeye' of the 500-man Jewish Citizens militiaand offered freedom to their davesif they par-
ticipated in an attack on the Blacks. Their sole function: to murder all Blacks that they could
not re-endave. The Africans, led by Brother Corydon, had engineered a series of attacks on
the Jewish plantations which angered the Jews.

The greatest of the leaders of the Black rebels was named Baron. He had formerly
been the dave of a Swede, who had promised to free him. The master then broke his word and
sold him to a Jew. "Baron obstinately refused to work, in consequence of which he was [44]
publicly flogged under the gallows. This usage the negro so violently resented, that from that
moment he vowed revenge against all Europeans without exception..."**

In oneraid, Nassy "was arrayed against the Creoles, who by reason of their more acute
intelligence and culture (having been long associated with Europeans) were yet the most dan-
gerous of all their foes .... [Nassy] set their huts ablaze; tore their fruits out of the ground,
killed many on the spot and dragged about forty slaves along with them as captives ."** Cap-
tain Moses Naar, in his seventeenth attack against the freedom seeking Africans, "burned
down a whole negro village [and] made a number of captives." Naar and Gabriel de La Fatte
were presented with silver cups "in recognition of their active zeal in suppressing a revolt of
the negroes in their colony."** But silver cups did not suffice and instead they severed the
hands of the Blacks which were then used by Jews as trophies.**

Treatment and Torture of the Black Slave

"One is permitted to make a slave serve with rigor. Yet, though that be the legal rule, it is the way
of wisdom and the practice of saintliness that a man should be considerate, and following the path
of righteousness, should not make yoke of slavery more heavy nor cause his slave anguish... One
should not abuse a slave by word or deed. He is subjected to service but not to humiliation. One
should not give free course to much anger and shouting and one should talk to him only with gen-
tleness." ¥’

The harsh and cruel conditions faced by the Black dave and the unspeakable tortures
employed by the Europeans for the most minor offenses drove the African to hopeless rebel-
lion.** The English explorer Captain John Gabriel Stedman, assisted the colonists in their
wars with the Maroons and wrote a narrative of his expeditions.**

[45]

He described the Black davesin Surinam as being kept nearly naked, with a diet of lit-
tle more than a few yams and bananas. The dave women "must yield to the loathsome em-
brace of an adulterous and licentious manager, or see her husband cut to pieces for endeavour-
ing to prevent it." Many destroyed themselves by suicide, ran away, or if they stayed, they
would grow "sad and spiritless, and languish under diseases... which render the patient a
shocking spectacle.” Many contracted tape worms "sometimes two yards in length;" and lep-
rosy, which covers the whole body with scales and ulcers; "the breath stinks, the hair falls off,
the fingers and toes become putrid, and drop away joint after joint. [T]he unhappy sufferer

143 Stedman, p. 50.

144 Wolf, p. 466.

15 Wolf, pp. 468-69.

18 Wolf, p. 465; Stedman, p. 87.

147 George Horowitz, quoting the Jewish philosopher Maimonides in, The Spirit of Jewish Law (New Y ork: Cen-
tral Book Company, 1963), pp. 137-38. See also Abrahams, pp. 97, 101, and Philip Birnbaum, A Book of Jewish
Concepts (New Y ork: Hebrew Publishing Company, 1975), pp. 452-53.

148 Stedman, p. vii.

1% Stedman's narrative gives explicit detail of the relationship between the European colonists and their Black
saves.
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may linger sometimes for many years... separated from all society, and condemned to a per-
petual exile in some remote corner of the plantations.”

The tortures were horrifying and included flogging, mutilation, hanging, and quarter-
ing, drowning, starving to death, breaking out of the teeth, stinging to death by mosquitoes
and other insects, as well as burning alive at the stake.” These sadistic tortures were per-
formed seemingly for the sheer pleasure of the Caucasian master: "ditting up their noses, and
cutting off their ears, from private pique, these are accounted mere sport.” When one master
died, "the principal part of his daves were beheaded and buried along with him."*** There was
one report of a Jewish woman who murdered a Black woman "by running a red-hot poker
through her.”

The Black daves often chose suicide and at times would throw back their heads and
swallow their tongue, choking them to instant death in the presence of their masters. The prac-
tice had become so prevalent that the Caucasian sought to prevent it by "holding afirebrand to
the victim's mouth." This method being prevented,

some have a practice of eating common earth, by which the stomach is prevented from performing
its ordinary functions, and thus dispatch themselves without any immediate pain, but linger perhaps
for atwelve-month in the most debilitated and shocking condition. Against these ground-eaters the
severest punishments are decreed by the laws, but without much effect, as they are seldom detected
in this act of desperation.">®

Finaly, Stedman concluded that "by such inhuman usage this [46] unhappy race of
men are sometimes driven to such a height of desperation, that to finish their days, and be
relieved from worse than Egyptian bondage, some even have leaped into the caldrons of boil-
ing sugar, thus at once depriving the tyrant of hiscrop and of his servant."**

Jews participated in these activities and sometimes led them. Stedman describes a re-
markable scene he witnessed of a Black man being "broken alive upon the rack, without the
benefit of the coup de grace or mercy-stroke" - a dow execution presided over by a Jew
named De Vries. The Black man was laid upon a wooden cross with arms and legs expanded

and was fastened by ropes. The executioner, himself a dave, chopped off hisleft hand,
next took up a heavy iron bar, with which, by repeated blows, he broke his bones to shivers, til the
marrow, blood, and splinters flew about the field; but the prisoner never uttered a groan nor a sigh.
The ropes being next unlashed, | imagined him dead, and felt happy; till the magistrates stirring to
depart, he writhed himself from the cross, when he fell on the grass, and damned them all, as a set
of barbarous rascals; at the same time removing his right hand by the help of his teeth, he rested his
head on part of the timber, and asked the by-standers for a pipe of tobacco, which was infamously
answered by kicking and spitting on him; till I, with some American seamen, thought proper to pre-
vent it. He then begged that his head might be chopped off; but to no purpose. At last, seeing no end
to his misery, he declared, "that though he had deserved death, he had not expected to die so many
deaths: however, (said he) you christians have missed your aim at last, and | now care not, were | to
remain thus one month longer." After which he sung two extempore songs (with a clear voice) the
subjects of which were, to bid adieu to his living friends, and to acquaint his deceased relations that
in avery little time he should be with them, to enjoy their company for ever in a better place. This
done, he camly entered into conversation with some gentlemen concerning his trial; relating every
particular with uncommon tranquillity - "But," said he abruptly, "by the sun it must be eight o'clock;
and by any longer discourse | should be sorry to be the cause of your losing your breakfast." Then,
casting his eyes on a Jew, whose name was De Vries, "A-propos, sir," said he, "won't you please to
pay me the ten shillings you owe me?' - "For what to do?' - "To buy meat and drink, to be sure -
don't you perceive | am to be kept aive?' Which speech, on seeing the Jew stare like a fool, this
mangled wretch accompanied with a loud and hearty laugh. Next, observing the soldier that stood
sentinel over [47] him biting occasionally on a piece of dry bread, he asked him "how it came to

150 Stedman, p. vii.

151 Stedman, p. 369.

152 MCAJL, pp. 160-61.
153 Stedman, p. 368.

154 Stedman, pp. 370-72
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pass, that he, a white man, should have no meat to eat along with it?' - "Because | am not so rich,"
answered the soldier. - "Then | will make you a present, sir," said the negro; "first, pick my hand
that was chopped off clean to the bones, next begin to devour my body, till you are glutted; when
you will have both bread and meat, as best becomes you"; which piece of humour was followed by
a second laugh; and thus he continued, until | [eft him, which was about three hours after the dread-
ful execution.
Wonderful it is indeed, that human nature should be able to endure so much torture,
which assuredly could only be supported by a mixture of rage, contempt, pride, and the glory

of braving histormentors, from whom he was so soon to escape.**
"At Demerary, so late as October, 1789, thirty-two wretches were executed in three days, sixteen of
whom suffered in the manner just described, with no less fortitude, and without uttering one single
complaint."*®

Amid the brutality, they prayed:*”

Old Hebrew Prayer in Time of Revolt of the Negroes

God, blessed and mighty through Eternity, Oh Lord of Hosts, we come as supplicants before Thee
to pray for the peace of the country as Thou hast commanded by Thy prophet.
Seek the peace of the city whither | have banished you and pray on its behalf unto the Lord, for in
its peace shall you have peace. (Jer. xxix, 7.)
Oh, Lord our King! Exalted, mighty and tremendous Creator of all, who givest answer in times of
trouble, have compassion upon us; have mercy, save and deliver those who are setting out to fight
our enemies the negroes, cruel and rebellious.
Oh, Lord of Hosts, lead them in peace and guide them towards life according to their desires. Re-
deem them from the hand of the wicked and the oppressor; from sickness and ambush, from spoil-
ers and plunderers on the road, from evil and dangerous beasts, from the snakes and serpents in the
woods and on the plains from all injury and loss both by day and by night. As it is written: "Thou
shalt not fear the terror of the night nor the arrow that flieth by day, nor the pestilence that stalketh
in the darkness nor the disease that wasteth at noonday. (Ps. xci, 5, 6.)

[48]
[Here follows a number of additional appropriate quotationsfrom scripture.]
Teach and guide them with good counsel and the spirit of Thy knowledge, be to them strength and
refuge to subdue, to conquer and destroy beneath their feet al cruel and rebellious Africans, our
enemies who are planning evil against us.
... Listen to our prayer for Thou art He who heareth the prayers of all. Amen.

The Black former daves vigoroudly rebelled for over seventy years, never relented,
and in 1749/1760, and 1762 concluded peace treaties forcing the Surinam government and the
Jews to respect their communities.™*® By the 1840s, when their numbers had increased over
8,000, government policy shifted from isolation to incorporation as the labor situation turned
increasingly critical.**® The Maroon communities never lost their status as self-governing, self-

1% Stedman, p. 38; R.A.J. Van Lier, "The Jewish Community in Surinam: A Historical Survey," in Robert
Cohen, The Jewish Nation, p. 23.

1% Stedman, p. 383.

157« Miscellaneous Items Relating to Jews of North America," PAJHS, vol. 27 (1920), pp. 223-24.

8 EAJA, p. 157; Stedman, p. viii; Wiernik, pp. 46-8, also gives a brief account of these events.

1% Klein, pp. 133-34. Additional references to these events are provided in Felsenthal and Gottheil's " Chrono-
logical Sketch of the History of the Jews in Surinam," pp. 3-5. Their chronology is as follows:

1691  Samuel Nassy - with the title Capitein - is mentioned as the richest planter in Surinam.

1717  Continued trouble of the Jews with the bush-negroes.

1718  The bush-negroes destroy the plantation of David Nassy. They are chastised by the Jews under the |ead-
ership of Capitein Jacob D'Avilar. David Nassy serves under D'Avilar with distinction. His praises are sung by
the Judaeo- Spanish poetess, Benvenicla Belmonte.

1726  The Jews have still further trouble with the bush-negroes.

1738 Manuel Pereirain Surinam murdered by the bush-negroes of his estate. Isaac Arias (aformer officer of
the Jewish company), David Nassy and Abram de Brito avenge his death.
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sufficient entities and stand today as the greatest of the Black fighting forces in New World
history.*®
[49]

Essequebo, Guiana (also called Nova Zeelandia)

The Dutch West India Company controlled territory in South America known as Gui-
ana. Though fertile, it was left idle in favor of the development of Brazil. When the Portu-
guese reclaimed Brazil in 1654, the Company drew up a prospectus inviting Jews, "under
tempting conditions," to settle the wild coast of Western Guiana including provisions for dave
labor.**

A Rullein What Manner and Condition That the Negroes
Shall Be Delivered in the Wilde Cust [sic]

1. That there shall bee delivered in the said Cust soe many negroes as each shall have occasion for,
The which shall be Paide heere shewing the Receipt, in ready money at one hundred and fifty
guilders for each man or woman.

2. Children from eight to twelve years that shall counte, two for one piece, under the eight yeares
three for one the breeding goeth with the mother.

3. Hee that shall advance the Paiment before the Receipt comes shall enjoy the discounnte of Tenn
£Cent.

4, To all them that shall Paye and buy for Ready mony if thei will thei shall have sutch number of

negroes. Trusted to pay within five years and after them shall Pay for each man, woman or child
as above the sume of two hundred and fifty and he that shall advanse the Paiment shall have dis-
count of Tean Per Cent a yeare and them that shall buy for ready money shall be ingaged for the
Paiment of the others." ¢

[50]
Rule 14 stated that if the settler owned a sugar plantation with 50 Africans he may not
be taxed for 12 years; If he owned a plantation with oxen and 30 Negroes, he may not be

1743  David Nassy in Paramaribo, 71 years of age, is successful in more than 30 engagements with the bush-
negroes. But heiseventually killed, and Isaac Carvalho takes his place as Capitein.

1749  Uprising of Auka-negroes, which the Jewish Capitein Naar successfully combats. For this heis liberally
rewarded by the Raad.

1750 Isaac Nassy, avery young man, wishes to make an end of the bush-negroes. He arms his friends and his
slaves and starts out. But he had not reckoned upon meeting so large a number of them. He is killed, together
with 200 of his men.

1772  |In spite of the peace concluded on May 23, 1761, with the bush-negroes, the aid of the mother country
had to be called in. 500 men were sent to put them down. In 1774 forts were erected and a military line drawn
from the Savannah of the Jews along theriver to the sea.

180 For a reference to Jews of Jamaica selling arms to Maroons, see Mavis C. Campbell, The Maroons of Ja-
maica, 1655-1796: A History of Resistance Collaboration and Betrayal (Massachusetts: Bergin & Garvey Pub-
lishers, Inc., 1988), pp. 68-73.

161 Samuel Oppenheim, "The First Settlement of the Jews in Newport," PAJHS, vol. 34 (1937), p. 5; Oppenheim,
"Guiana," p. 105: "...every inducement was offered to intending settlers; that pamphlets were published, some of
them being translated into German, giving exaggerated accounts of the wonderful fortunes to be made by the
growing of sugar in Nova Zeelandia, and promising slaves on credit..."; Oppenheim, "Guiana," p. 109: "Other
clauses provided for the free and untaxed mining for gold and silver and the precious stones; for hunting and
fishing in certain woods, mountains, and waters; for the transportation of slaves from the coast of Guiny; for
allotments of land to the colonists, with all rights of ownerships; for admission to rights of citizenship, and par-
ticularly for the election of representatives to advise in meetings concerning the welfare and commerce of the
colony, and for various privileges and exemptions independently of those specialy applicable to Jews."

182 Oppenheim, "Guiana," p. 178.
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taxed for 9 years; lesser businesses taxed accordingly. After the non-taxable period, the own-
erswere to be taxed 10 percent of their profits.s

Some of these documents, discovered among the Egerton Manuscripts in the British
Museum, are evidence of an English grant of privileges to the Jews.*** They were apparently
drafted by Jews in Holland in 1657, and approved by the colonization committee on Novem-
ber 12, of that same year, though some amendments were added | ater.’s®

The price and availability of Black Africansto the Jewish settlers appeared as a critical
issue throughout the documentation. The agreement appears to have been revised through
negotiations with "a committee of the Jewish nation." The addendum is entitled, "Request for
the Enlargement of the Printed and Published Conditions Relating to the Colonization of the
Continental Wild Coast," and alters the initial contract in a number of ways, but primarily
assures the colonists that the authorities:

[intend] to keep the wild coast well provided with merchandise and negroes so as to promote their
local sale and use. When the country is developed and provided with everything they will then

make regulations to let merchandise and negroes go out from there upon a certain toll, %

A ship sailing from the Netherlands on the second of February, 1658, called the Joan-
nes, carried the first Jewish colonists to Guiana*® A cargo of daves was introduced, and
among the first settlers were a number of Jewish refugees from Brazil, headed by David
Nassy. They were expert in sugar manufacture and cultivation, and it was they who intro-
duced the industry to the area.*® Samuel Oppenheim writes of their development plans.

51
1] It was decided to send out two ships, fully equipped, one to bring colonists to Essequibo, and the
other to purchase slaves in Africato be brought to the new colony, and it was also resolved not to

restrict the colonists to trading with the Indians for logwood, but also to grow sugar, for which ne-
groes would be necessary.**®

David Nassy made an agreement on January 25, 1658 to deliver "several hundred
daves' to Guiana.*” Philipe de Fuentes, described as a "Jew planter,” wrote a letter on No-

vember 29, 1660 that describes a new settlement in what is now known as Venezuela:
| consider this land better than Brazil, but in order to become acquainted with its virtue one has
need of a quantity of negroes and particularly a Governor with twenty-five soldiers in order to keep
the land quiet, etc....

In afurther letter dated April 25, 1661

Negroes are required here... Do not regard this otherwise than it is written or as anything but the
honest truth, without exaggeration or hypocrisy and upon which you may rely .}

As he did previoudy in Brazil, Paulo Jacomo Pinto (probably an alias for Abraham or
David Pinto) acted in Holland as the representative of the Jews in making the necessary ar-
rangements to enable them to emigrate and aso to provide them with daves when required.
The Pinto family were millionaire financiers of Holland and were active about thistime in the
Jewish community of Rotterdam and Amsterdam.*

163 Robert Cohen, "The Egerton Manuscript," AJHQ, vol. 62 (March, 1973), pp. 341-43. Oppenheim, "Guiana
Supplemental Data," p. 65.

164 Oppenheim, "Guiana," p. 118; Oppenheim, "Guiana: Supplementa Data," p. 54.

165 Oppenheim, "Guiana: Supplemental Data," p. 54; The identity of the grant of privileges was claimed to be an
English grant of 1654 for a Jewish colony in Surinam, but may also refer to a Dutch grant to David Nassy, dated
January 25, 1658 for a Jewish colony in the Essequibo which settled in what is now British Guiana.

166 Oppenheim, "Guiana: Supplemental Data," pp. 60-61.

187 Oppenheim, "Guiana," p. 104.

188 Friedman, " Sugar," p. 308, cites Deerr, vol. 1, p. 208; Oppenheim, "Guiana," p. 105.

16 Oppenheim, "Guiana," pp. 102-3.

1% Oppenheim, "Guiana," p. 103.

1 Oppenheim, "Guiang," p. 131.

12 Oppenheim, "Guiana," p. 103.
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Samuel Oppenheim, writing for the American Jewish Historical Society, has published

portions of documents relating to Jews and supplying them with daves. They are here dis-
played, asin Mr. Oppenheim's piece, as raw data which sheds some light on the nature of the
colonies and of the Jews themselves. Primarily, they consist of correspondences of negotia-
tions between Jews and Dutch and/or English authorities:

[52]

[53]

“Monday, November 26,1657. Came to a closer understanding with representatives of the Hebrew
nation, and contracted with them regarding the ddivery of slaves on the Wild Coast, according to
the agreement relating thereto entered separately in the agreement book, yet to be inserted in these
minutes under date of January 24, 1658."

"We have, however, the exact terms of the contract with the Jews regarding the price and delivery
of daves. These are set out in the Extracts from the Dutch archives in the Appendix, under date of
January 24, 1658..."1"

"Friday, January 25, 1658. Engaged to-day in passing ordinances regarding slaves. This relates to
the Jews under the contract made with them aswell as to other Netherlanders. Among others, closed
the contract made between the committee and David Nassy, and one on his order upon the surety of
Dr. Paulo Jacomo Pinto, as may be seen in the dispatch book of ordinances relating to slaves."*™
'March 22,1658. Read a request from the Hebrew nation at Leghorn, asking to be permitted to go
from there to Essequibo. Whereupon, after deliberation, it was resolved to speak with Paulo Jacomo
Pinto and to sound him as to what sum he should like to be paid by each person for transportation.
Whereupon he has undertaken to write regarding this, and on receipt of answer to notify this meet-
ing. The above named Pinto asks for 140 slaves to be paid for in ready money and a like number of
140 on time."*"

"Tuesday, February 24, 1659. Paulo Jacomo Pinto appears and requests to arrange with the com-
missioners regarding the transportation of the people from Leghorn, who are to provide their own
food, for 120 persons; secondly, he asks for 200 slaves for ready money and 200 on receipt. Where-
upon, after consultation, it was resolved to answer that the commissioners propose to deliver to him
200 slaves to be paid for in ready money and 200 slaves on time, and, if he wishes, 100 on receipt
shall be at his option."*"®

"The Extracts also show that in February and March, 1659, the committee in charge of the coloniza
tion were asked to accommodate the Jews with slaves, indicating that they and not Nassy supplied
them."*”"

"Tuesday, March 5, 1659. There appeared Dr. Paulo Jacomo Pinto with five of his nation from Am-
sterdam and requested to be accommodated with slaves, and that an executive be sent, and thirdly,
that a ship may be made ready to transport folk, also with regard to those from Leghorn."*"

"March 31, 1659. The minutes were submitted, and the Committee was also authorized to provide
Pinto with passports for those from Leghorn, and also regarding dlaves."*™

"Thursday, January 15, 1660. Messrs. Morthamer and van der Heyden were designated to confer
with a certain Jew regarding a private trade in slaves, on the same terms as those made in Amster-
dam_ulSO

"Thursday, May 21, 1660. It is considered by those present whether the Jew named Latorre, who
has come from the colony, leaving his wife and children there, shall, together with others of his na-
tion, consisting of 40 souls, including women and children, be permitted to depart from there and
return to the Director the slaves received by them, and that they be not required to take more and
further that of what they remain indebted one-half be remitted to them and the other half be paid
here, for which said Pinto agrees to become surety... Likewise considered what shall be done in
case the Jews arriving at Tobago from Leghorn remain there and refuse the... slaves contracted to
be received from usin our colony, to be used there for agricultural purposes. It was resolved if those

1% Oppenbeim, "Guiang," p. 117.

174 Oppenbeim, "Guiana," p. 164.

75 Oppenbeim, "Guiana: Supplemental Data," p. 66.
176 Oppenheim, "Guiana," pp. 67-8.

Y7 Oppenheim, "Guiang," p. 115.

178 Oppenheim, "Guiana," p. 166.

17 Oppenheim, "Guiana," p. 166.

1% Oppenheim, "Guiana," p. 172.
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people do not readily receive the slaves contracted for, that, through Director Goliath, a bill be pre-
sented and in case of non-acceptance the same be protested for non-payment instead of making de-
livery "8

"Monday, March 3, 1663. There appeared Abraham Levy showing that he received orders and ad-
vice from a Jewish broker in Amsterdam... offering to contract for the furnishing of 500 slaves
every six months in the river Essequibo for 100 pieces of eight each, or as many more as may be
engaged, payment to be made here and for such number and such period as may be agreed with the
others in an offer to be made later on, provided that there are proper vessels ready for convenient
transportation of the said slaves to Cartagena or Cape Debero [de Verd], it being understood that for
each head there shall be paid on the clearance four to five pieces of eight or as much more as shall
be stipul ated." 82

"It was decided and resolved not to oppose the slave trade, but yet not to engage the city in it, and
on that account to ask the committee to think of another expedient." &

"The aforenamed colonists shall be allowed all the privileges of trading for slaves as may hereafter
be decided by the Council of [54] Nineteen. This accommodation to be the same as that allowed to
the colony of Essequibo, under the Chamber of Zeeland."*®*

"There appeared Paulo jacomo Pinto with jacomo Nunes Pereira, with commissioners for Nova
Zeelandia, in order to contract for the receiving of 12 slaves at Pomeroon, and also at the same time
to receive 12 more slaves against an old receipt." %

"There also appeared Paulo Jacomo Pinto requesting delivery of 205 slaves heretofore contracted
for on behalf of the people from Leghorn or those empowered by them; if not all at once, then at
least a part, and so successively until the full delivery."

"There appeared Mr. Paulo Jacomo Pinto showing how that between him and the company a con-
tract was heretofore made regarding the sale of a number of slaves for certain colonists from Leg-
horn, for which a considerable sum of money was heretofore paid to the commissioners for Nova
Zeelandia, which colonists, through an accident, were deviated to the island of Tobago and reduced
to the utmost poverty, and since it was not possible to transport these people to Pomeroon because
there was great mortality and weakness in Nova Zeelandia he requests that the money paid by them
[for the slaves] maybe returned.” &

"Also a certain draft agreement with David Nassy in regard to the procuring by Albertus Chinne at
his own risk of 200 slaves from Nova Zeelandia and to transport them where he wills, except to To-
bago or the nearest colonies paying £200 for the adults, conditioned that they may be allowed by the
commissioners to go free, asis more fully therein set out, which being seriously deliberated upon it
was understood that the slaves there must be considered as the sole salvation of the colony, and in
all cases of trouble, etc., regarded as burnished silver; and because of this the said request was re-
fused. Of this Mr. Pinto shall be notified.” %

The exact circumstances which frame the correspondence above have not been fully

analyzed from the Black African perspective. The historians refer to the "negroes’ as inani-
mate tools in the development of the Jewish colonial presence and so the true nature of the
Black experience as chattel of these Jews has not been adequately researched.

[55]

Slave Contracts

"They came with ships carrying African blacks to be sold as slaves. The traffic in laves was aroyal
monopoly, and the Jews were often appointed as agents for the Crown in their sale. When the king
granted Pedro Gomez Reinal the exclusive right to import slaves into the colonies, the contract con-
tained a clause permitting Gomez to have on his ship two Portuguese who would be in charge of the
sale of the Negroes and do anything else necessary ‘among the people of the sea." *#°

18 Oppenheim, "Guiana," p. 166.

182 Oppenheim, "Guiana," p. 170.

18 Oppenheim, "Guiang," p. 174.

18 Oppenheim, "Guiana," p. 121.

1% Oppenheim, "Guiana," p. 70.

18 Oppenheim, "Guiana: Supplemental Data," pp. 69-70.
187 Oppenheim, "Guiana: Supplemental Data," p. 69.

188 Oppenheim, "Guiana: Supplemental Data," pp. 68-9.
18| jebman, New World Jewry, p. 170.
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The Jewish movement into the Caribbean and South American regions was so depend-
ent on free African labor that nearly every surviving document relating to these settlements
discusses the supply of dave labor. The inducements to potential settlers always included the
promise of an ample supply of "negroes" - and in many or most cases it was the primary de-
terminant. Each migration and settlement has its own socia and political characteristics with
regard to the condition and circumstances of its Jewish community. Among the Jews, how-
ever, the common characteristic of their New World settlements was the demand for African
daves.

The European monarches designated firms to supply daves to their colonies. These
contracts, known as asientos, were awarded for a specific time and covered a specific geo-
graphical area.** The firm forming the asiento could sub-contract some of its functions to
others, and here the Jews were well represented.

In 1698, the Spanish Government granted the asiento to the Portuguese Royal Guinea
Company. It commissioned Andrew Lopes as its agent and he assumed the name of Andreas
Alvares Noguera for this purpose. Lopes had been active in the dave trade between Africa
and Mexico and he introduced other Jews into the business. Two Jewish shipowners of Lon-
don, Isaac Rodrigues and Isaac da Costa Alvarenga, sent their ship to Africa for Black daves
who were carried to Vera Cruz. The voyage of this ship seems to have been typical for two

reasons, writes author Gedalia Y ogev:
Firstly there was the private business which the captain transacted in violation of his contract and to
the detriment of the Company. Lopes maintained that the captain, in violation of the contract's [56]
provisions, took many slaves on his own account, thus causing serious overcrowding on board ship
which resulted in a high death rate among the slaves. He also accused him of selling the best slaves
for his own account at various ports, before reaching Vera Cruz. Lopes said he had known that such
practices were common, and therefore included in the contract explicit provisions forbidding them.
Secondly there was the predominance of Jews in the undertaking. It was just this sort of illegal pri-
vate trade, as well as the important role which Jews played in the Company's affairs, that prevented
the renewal of the Assiento contract by the Spaniards, when it expired in 1701.*%
Transporting the daves across the Atlantic and then ferrying them about the region
was the kind of trade in which the Jews had ancient experience. They recognized the obvious

need for Black labor and opened yet another fruitful enterprise."**

Barbados

"The wealth of Barbados, the extravagance of its businessmen, and the reputed prosperity of the
Jews contrasted with the inexcusable and disgraceful plight of the slaves: A ship, a chain, a distant
land. A whip, a pain, awhite man's hand. A sack, afield of cotton balls, The only thing grandpa re-
calls."*%

The idand of Barbados was first "discovered” by the English in 1605 and was inhab-
ited by Jews twenty years later with steady immigration thereafter as a result of regional po-
litical events. They are generally believed to have been among the earliest colonists and
among the pioneers of sugar-planting.** Where there was sugar cultivation, there were daves

1% The term has been spelled variously: asientos, asentistas, assientos, etc.

%1 Gedalia Y ogev, Diamonds and Coral Anglo Dutch Jews and 18th Century Trade (L eicester: University Press,
1978), p. 36.

192 See the section entitled " Slave Ships and Jews."

193 Fortune, p. 109.

194 Wilfred S. Samuel, A Review of The Jewish Colonists in Barbados in the Year 1680 (London: Purnell & Sons,
Ltd.,1936), p. 12.

1% Hyamson, p. 198; Roth, Marranos, p. 289, believes the date to be approximately 1655; Wiernik, p. 55: "The
oldest settlement under the English flag in the West Indies was globably on the island of Barbados, wherg, it is
believed, Jews came first in 1628."



44 The Secret Relationship between Blacks and Jews

and it was the Jews who dominated the market.** Barbados was also the sight of unusually
[57] heavy illicit trade and smuggling. Stephen Fortune's study found that, "Between 1660
and 1668, when the illegal trade of the idand was least restricted and quite remunerative, Jew-

ish traders became more prominent in Barbados.”**” The Gentiles were offended:
By 1665, Barbadian businessmen, more awed by than envious of local Jewish prosperity connected
with the Dutch, exclaimed in derision: "The Governor has countenanced Jews who have become
very numerous, and engrossed the greatest part of the trade of the island, to the great discourage-
ment of the English merchants, their dealings being principally with those of their own tribe in Hol-
land; and being a people minding to trade and to be useful to each other, they will not be helpful in
case of insurrection or invasion.” *®

By 1670, Barbados had already reached its boom phase in sugar production and eco-
nomic growth. When the lucrative Spanish trade and other clandestine activities shifted from
Barbados to Jamaica, so did Jews.** But Barbados remained a point of embarkation for much
of this trade. Vast numbers of daves were held on Barbados to feed the Caribbean markets.
The mere numbers of these "ferocious' Africans being kept and transported by Jewish mer-
chants, well out of proportion to the island's immediate needs, caused anxiety among the Gen-
tiles. The Jews had |eft the security of the idand to the Gentiles, whose primary security con-
cerns were the Black daves stockpiled by Jews.

The idand's citizenry moved in 1679 to limit the Jews in their African dave com-
merce. Jews made up 22% of the nearly 20,000 White inhabitants®® and the dave population
neared 40,000,** so the Barbadian Assembly passed an "Act restraining the Jews from keep-
ing or trading with negroes.®* Again in 1688, they passed another such restrictive act prohibit-
ing Jews and others from keeping more than one slave each. "l gather," wrote historian Davis,
"that [58] the Jews made a good deal of their money by purchasing and hiring out negroes,
and this order by council was intended, evidently, to place them under disability in that direc-
tion."»2

An Act for the Governing of Negroes
Be it therefore enacted... that no person of the Hebrew nation residing in any Sea-port Town of
[sic] Iland, shall keep or employ any Negro or other Slave, be he Man or Boy, for any use or serv-
ice whatsoever, more than one Negro or other Slave, Man or Boy, to be allowed to each of the per-
sons of the said Nation, excepting such as are denizened by His Magjesty's Letter Patent, and not
otherwise, who are to keep no more than for their own use, as shall be approved Of by the Lieuten-
ant Governor, Council and Assembly: And if any Negro Man or Boy, more than is before allowed
by this Act, shall be found three months after the publication hereof, in the custody, Possession or
use of any of the persons aforesaid, then every such person or persons shall forfeit such Negro or

1% James S. Handler and Frederick W. Lange, Plantation Savery in Barbados (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Har-
vard University Press, 1978), p. 16: "With the aid of Dutch and Sephardic Jewish capital and credit, Barbados
became the first British possession in the Caribbean to cultivate sugar on a large scale, and during the 1640s its
economy began to be based on plantation production and slave labor."

7 Fortune, p. 103.

1% Fortune, p. 109.

1% Fortune, p. 105.

20 MCAI 1, p. 101; Fortune, p. 59.

21 Fortune, p. 58; Wiernik, p. 56, estimated the Jewish population of the island in 1681 to be 260. The Barbados
slave population in 1629 was estimated to be 29; In 1643, 6,000; 1655, 20,000; 1673, 33,000; 1690, 40,000;
1712, 41,970; 1734, 46,360; 1748, 47,025;

See also Richard S. Dunn, "Barbados Census of 1680: Profile of the Richest Colony in English America," Wil-
liam and Mary Quarterly, vol. 26, no. 1 (January, 1969), p. 22.

22 Hyamson, p. 199; Vincent T. Harlow, A History of Barbados, 1625-1685 (New Y ork, 1926, reprinted: Negro
Universities Press, 1969), p. 265.

23N, Darnell Davis, "Notes on the History of Jews in Barbados," PAJHS, vol. 18 (1914), pp. 143-44.
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other Slave; one moiety of the value thereof, to whomsoever shall inform, and the Other moiety to
this Majesty to the use in this act appointed. Passed August 8,1688.%%

Herbert Friedenwald characterized the Barbadian Jews and the laws restricting their
dave holding: "No one familiar with the history of the West Indian colonies, particularly of
Jamaica, can have failed to notice the constant fear in which the inhabitants lived of a dave
uprising. In Many cases the treatment of the daves was particularly cruel, and they frequently
revolted and committed horrible atrocities. Stringent laws governing the many slaves of Jews
were therefore enacted.” The ordinary Barbadian planter usually treated his daves with great
harshness, wrote Wilfred Samuel, "whilst the horrors of the journey from the African Coast
on the dave ships smply cannot be described.">*

More legidation was introduced to regulate Jewish commercia daving activities and
in July of 1705, the governmental council enacted the following:

59

159 Whereas it appears to this Board that the Jews in this Island are very prejudicial to Trade, by not
buying the Produce of this Island; but, on the contrary, Ship off al the ready money they can get, It
is ordered that the Solicitor General and Queen's Counsel procure alist of what Negroes belong to

the several Jews in thislsland, and that they prepare a Proclamation to Revive and put in Execution
aLaw relating to Jews keeping negroes.®®’

Barbados Jews were considered by the Gentiles to be transients with exploitative in-
tentions because its landed-proprietor class principaly owned freehold and leasehold house
property in Bridgetown and were not planters which would indicate a long term communal
interest. In fact, back in 1681, they had decreed that "the presence of Jewsisinconsistent with
the safety of Barbados."*® But the local concerns were overruled by the tax-conscious monar-
chy in Europe, and, continues Friedenwald: "The increasing importance of the Jewish com-
munity in the idand led to the absolute repeal of this obnoxious clause in September, 1706."*°

Another of the complaints of the Gentile centered around the smuggling trade which
was seen as being dominated by Jews. Though Jews were not the only group which partici-
pated in smuggling, they were the only group with the marketing capabilities that could
maximize profitsin thisillicit trade. The acts of the locals may have centered around limiting
the Jews access to dave labor which was required to move the volume of goods throughout
the idands and other ports - limit the daves and subsequently cripple their trade.®®

24 Herbert Friedenwald, 'Material for the History of the Jews in the British West Indies," PAJHS, vol. 5 (1897),
pp. 60,97.

25 Friedenwald p 60; Fortune, p. 60, says that the sugar plantation owners "used a blatantly inhumane dave sys-
tem to improve their standing in the eyes of their fellow men."

26 Samuel, pp. 46-7.

27 Davis, pp. 142-43, Appendix B ("Minutes of Council," July 9, 1705, p. 83); The reader should notice that the
wording of these Actsrefers exclusively to commercial matters and not to any religious difference.

28 samuel, p. 9.

29 Friedenwald, p. 60. Note what Friedenwald believes to be "obnoxious." The repeal order isin Friedenwald, p.
98. The Jews apparently would not consider physical work and the restrictions imposed on Jewish slave owners
were considered oppressive. See Wilfred S. Samuel, p. 9:

[T]he Jews were not alowed to employ Christian servants, and this - combined with the limitation as to the
number of negroes to be owned - proved obviously area hardship in a Colony where plentiful white labour was
actually available, thanks to the transportation thither of numerous felons, rebels and paupers. Thus the Barbados
Jews of the employer class when in need of indentured white servants had to make use exclusively of poor Jews.
210 | jebman, New World Jewry, p. 177; Vincent T. Harlow, described the process in some detail in his book, A
History of Barbados, pp. 263-64, and quotes specific examples of the illicit commercial practices of Jews. Israel,
The Dutch Republic, pp. 141, 425, says some smuggling routes were considered " specialties” of Jews.

In another example, aroyal customs agent came across a large vessel from Barbados on its way to Amsterdam,
and

being suspicious he made a thorough examination, and found that on the general cargo the aliens' duty (amount-
ing to over £84) had been evaded, and that quantities of white sugar, tobacco, ginger, fustick, lignurn vitae, and
three large copper guns had been concealed from the officials - thus escaping a further sum of over £67. It is
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[60]
By 1741, the Gentile population of the isand had had enough of the Jews method of
commerce and proposed and passed a specia tax and enumerated severa reasons calling for

such action. The act was read to the legidature on May 7, 1741, a portion of which follows:

... That the Jews in thisisland are a very wealthy body, their gains considerable, and acquired with
great ease and indolence, and with little risk, and their fortunes so disposed, that the usual Methods
of laying taxes will not affect them; they are generally concerned in, nay have almost entirely en-
grossed, the whole retail trade of thisisland, furnish people with materials of luxury, tempt them to
live and dress above their circumstances, carry on a traffic with our slaves greatly prejudicial to the
planter and fair trader, encouraging the negroes to steal commodities from their masters, which they
sell to or barter with the Jews, at inconsiderable and under vaues; and, when by such means they
have amassed great wealth, they lay out their money at interest, by which the public stock is no way
increased; and it must ever be against the interest and policy of every country, to encourage the
heaping up of such riches among them: That it is in this light the Jews are taxed separately, and not
on account of religion or country, nor does the present tax exceed what they have paid forty years
ago, when their riches were not so great as they are at present, and their numbers have been daily
increasing under ataxation of this sort ever since...?*

The bill goes on to state that the Jews had avoided paying taxes on their daves and
other imported items though they had benefitted greatly from the services of the government,
primarily military defense. Jews were apparently exempt from civil and military duties on
account of their religion and yet reaped the benefits of governmental services®? It was the
economic disparity created in part by the special civil status of the Jews which appeared to
motivate the actions of the Barbadian government.

[61]

Barbadian Jews and Per sonal Slaves

The Jewish community in Barbados was a "compact and self-contained unit"** that
centered around their commerce. Here, there were no ghettos - each family of Jews was well
maintained by a cadre of endlaved Africans® One Barbadian family of three was waited upon
by ten servants, some of whom were available for hire."** One Bridgetown businessman is on
record as the owner of twenty-six daves. Even the rabbi of the island, Haham Lopez, had the
"enjoyment of his own two negro attendants."#*

Besides "the horrors of negro risings," there were other perils of Barbadian life - there
were destructive hurricanes, diseases like elephantiasis, to them known as "Barbados Leg,"
and yellow fever which "claimed its victims by the score." These maladies had, according to
the governor, "swept away many of our people and our daves."*" In the seventeenth century
Barbados and Jamaica were described by a Jewish writer as "sinks of iniquity.... The traders
and planters guzzled and drank and were steeped in immorality and profanity."#®

significant of the influence possessed by this Jewish fraternity that Mr. Hayne was offered large bribes to desist
from his prosecution, and that when he refused, his career as a customs officer was gradually ruined by their
unscrupulous hostility.

211 George Fortunatus Judah, " The Jews' Tribute in Jamaica," PAJHS, vol. 18 (1909), pp. 170-71.

212 Judah, pp. 171-74; For an example, see Hartog, Curagao, p. 134.

213 samuel, pp. 8-9.

214 | jebman, New World Jewry, p. 175: 'The mean number of white persons per Jewish family was 3.4, and the
mean number of persons of these Jews was 6.4, with slaves running 3.0 per family."

215 MCAJL, p. 120; Davis, p. 141: Jews confined their business to Swan Street, more commonly known as "Jew
Street," where they carried on avigoroustrade in slaves.

216 samuel, p. 7.

27 samuel, p. 10.

218 Samuel, pp. 46-7.
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A review of Jewish wills found that none of these Barbadian dave owners were plant-
ers but nearly al were dave holders:®®

Wedlth is relative, of course, but practically every Barbadian Jewish will documents ownership of
daves, jewelry, plate, or real estate, and often all four. Hester Valverde, who Ieft legacies to friends
and relatives and owned ten slaves, went out of her way to mention in her will that her estate was
small.?°

[62]

Below are published lists of Jewish inhabitants of the idand eld Africans as daves dur-
ing the colonial era. (See Dr. Cyrus Adler, Jews in the American Plantations Between 1600-
1700," PAJHS vol.1 (1893), pp. 105-7)

219 MCAJL, p. 119.

220 MCAJ1, p. 120; Wilfred S. Samuel published the wills, the details of which are listed in the last chapter of this
study entitled "Jews of the Black Holocaust." See also Howard Morley Sachar, The Course of Modern Jewish
History (New Y ork: Dell Publishing Co., 1958), p. 161.
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"A List of the Inhabitants in and about the Towne of
S. Michaellswith their children hired Servants,
Prentices, bought Servants and Negroes'

Jews Saves Jews Saves
I sack Abof 1 Isack Meza 4
Gabriell Antunes 4 David Namias 5
Abraham Burges Aron 2 Aron Navaro 11
Moses Arrobas 2 Judith Navaro 1
Abraham Barruch 3 Samuel Navarro 1
Aron Barruch 5 |saac Noy 2
Rabecah Barruch 1 Jacob Franco Nunes 1
Daniell Boyna 14 Abraham Obediente 2
Daniell Boyna 11 Jacob Pacheco 4
Rachell Burges 2 Rebecah Pacheco 4
Soloman Cordoza 2 | saac Perera 3
Abraham Costanio 6 | saac Perera 4
Samuell Dechavis 4 Jacob Preett 1
Mrs. Leah Decompas 1 Abraham Qay 2
David R. Demereado 11 Judith Risson 2
Moses Desavido 3 Anthony Rodrigus 10
Paul Deurede 3 Mordeca Sarah 1
LewisDias 8 Joseph Senior 4
| saac Gomez 2 Jaell Serano 5
Moses Hamias 1 Hester Bar Simon 1
David Isragll 3 Abraham Sousa 2
Abraham Lopes 1 David Swaris 2
Ellah Lopez 2 Judieah Torez 2
Rachel Lopez 1 Jacob Fonceco Vae 4
Moses Mercado 2 Abr: Vaurede 4
List Total 177

In reviewing the records of Jewish owners of Black daves, one must be aware of the
warning of Wilfred S. Samuel who studied the Barbadian archives for the Jewish Historical
Society of England:

[ITnquiries as to the size of their households, as to their land, and as to the number of
their negroes, would raise a hundred apprehensions as to increased taxation - not only among
the Jews, who were already heavily burdened, but among all the planters and merchants of the
Idand, and it may well be that here and there an attempt would be made by an anxious tax-
payer to underrate the importance of his possessions. Certain of Haham Lopez' ongregants
would have been prone to such an offence, for some of [63] them, not being planters, owned
more than the stipulated number of daves and hired them out to the planters as and when re-
quired - a convenient arrangement, doubtless, but in breach of the law.?

Other surveys yielded information on the dave holdings of the idand's Jewish popula-
tion:

21 samuel, p. 7.
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PARISH OF ST. PETER. BARBADOS.
A list of the Servants Negroes & Land in the parish of St. Peter
Allsaints taken the 15th of December 1679.%%

Servant Negroes

Jacob Defonsequa -
Deborah Burgis -
Sollomon Chafe 1
Jerrimiah Burgis -
Abraham De Silver -
Joseph Mendas -
David Chelloe -
Mosias Delyon -
Sollomon Mendas -
David Velloa -
Abraham Barrow -
Simon Mendas -
Jacob Massias -
Simon ‘ffretto 2
Paule De Verede 1

TARANRPNMNNOWONS U WOAR O

Total

Records at the American Jewish Historical Society list the Jewish plantation owners of
Barbados in approximately 1692. Of course, plantations required dave labor:>*

Mrs. Gratia de Meriado Abraham Gomez

Joseph Mendez Abraham Buino Demesquieta
Abraham Baruk Heneriquez Fernandez Nunez

Luiz Diaz Luiz Camartho

Roel Gideon

The decline of the Jewish community of Barbados came as a result of the great hurri-
cane in 1831 which devastated the idand, and [64] aso destroyed the synagogue. Though a
new edifice was erected and dedicated in 1833, the emancipation of the davesin 1834 was the
final blow.? The members continued to leave the idand for the United States, with, according
to Peter Wiernik, "most of them going to Philadel phia."#*

Curacao

As early as 1634, Curacao, a South Caribbean idand about thirty-eight miles from the
coast of Venezuela, was explored and conquered by a Dutch West India Company expedition
including a Jewish interpreter, Samuel Coheno. Coheno became the first governor of the is-
land that was considered "the mother of American Jewish communities."#® In 1651, Joao de

222 samuel, p. 51.

23 Frank Cundall, N. Darnell Davis, and Albert M. Friedenberg, "Documents Relating to the History of the Jews
in Jamaica and Barbados in the Time of William I11, PAJHS, vol. 23 (1915), pp. 28-9.

24 £ M. Shilstone, "The Jewish Synagogue Bridgetown Barbados," The Journal of the Barbados Museum and
History Society, vol. 32, no. 1 (November, 1966), p. 6.

25 Wiernik, p. 57.

26 Maslin, p. 160; Liebman, New World Jewry, p. 179.
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Yllan and 12 Jewish families were given free passage to Curagao by the Dutch government, in
order to cultivate the land. They possessed letters to the governor, Matthias Beck, directing
him to furnish them with sufficient land and oxen, and to loan them daves. Large tracts of
land were assigned to them two miles north of Willemstad.?” Among the early Jewish families
who settled in Curagao, were such prominent names as Aboab, De Messa, Perera, De Leon,
La Parra, Cordoze, Marchena, Chaviz, Oleveira, Henriquez Cutinho, Cardoza, Fonseca, Fer-
nandez, De Castro and Jesurun, and they were "consistently honored as ranking citizens, and
guaranteed the same freedom of worship enjoyed by their counterparts in Amsterdam.”
Theidand itself had no real plantations producing for the world market. The initial ef-
forts of the Company to cultivate cotton, sugar, and tobacco were confronted with the prob-

lem of the dry climate so other familiar enterprise was pursued:
Curacao very soon developed into a mercantile colony, with heavy trade in slaves, in contraband,
and in arms for the surrounding Caribbean region. What were (and are) called "plantations’ were, in
Curacao, no more than large expanses of arid terrain, where a[65] little sorghum was grown for the
livestock and a piece of irrigated land on which some vegetables and fruit were grown for local and
city consumption.?®

The Dutch West India Company desired that Curacao would be the largest dave center
of the Caribbean and by 1648 they had reached their goal.>* The Company held a monopoly
on the dave trade that netted a 240 per cent profit on each dave, = but Jewish shippers in-
volved in asientos ignored that arrangement. Portuguese Jewish merchant-bankers financed
this asiento business, as well as other inter-isdand colonial trade.** This competition caused
the Dutch West India Company to attempt to prohibit trade in Curagao and in 1653 the Jews
were forbidden, temporarily, to buy any more Black daves.>® This, despite the heavy Jewish
influence in the Company, indicating the severity of the offense.®*

Governor Peter Stuyvesant, the appointed Company authority of that region, was well
aware of the Jewish trade practices and that the Jews had been guaranteed religious freedom
provided that they fulfill certain obligations - an agreement on which the Jews reneged.> He
was also aware that the Jews had breached their original contract with the Dutch West India
Company when the Jews engaged in illegitimate commerce in lumber and horses. A letter
from the Company director in Holland to Governor Stuyvesant dated March 21, 1651, tipped
him off: [Joao de Yllan] intends to bring a considerable number of people there to settle and
cultivate, as he pretends, the land, but we begin to suspect, that he and his [66] associates have

2T EAJA, p. 145; The name of Joao de Yllan has been spelled variously in the historical literature as Juan Dil-
liano, Jan de Illan, Jan de Lion, Juan Delino, and Jean Dillan. See Cornelis CH. Goshnga, A Short History of the
Netherlands Antilles and Surinam (The Hague, 1979), pp. 54-5.

28 Beller, p. 83; G. Herbert Cone, "The Jews in Curagao," PAJHS, vol. 10 (1902), p. 142; Goslinga, p. 57.

229 Foner and Genovese, p. 181.

20 Emmanuel HINA, p. 75; Hartog, Curagcao, pp. 101-2.

BLEAJA, p. 128.

232 gyvetschinski, p. 226.

ZBEAJA, pp. 146-47; Swetschinski, p. 233; In his book, History of the Jews in America, Peter Wiernik provides
an instructive example (p. 52) of the callous disregard for the humanity of Black people by a Jewish historian:
"...despite the favorable conditions under which they settled there," he writes, "they were even prohibited in 1653
from purchasing additional negro slaves which they needed for their farms." This sentiment, which considers
restrictions on their use of African slave labor as oppression, exists throughout the Jewish historical record.

24 Accorcling to Goslinga, p. 57, the Jews wielded enough power to challenge and overturn such edicts. When
Vice-Governor Beck wanted to use the Jews' slaves, along with those of other slaveowners, to work on the new
fort on Saturdays:

The Jewish community, addressing to the Amsterdam Chamber, violently objected to what was to them a serious
religious offense. The Chamber forthwith responded by ordering the governor to refrain from harassing their
Jewish subjects, and expressed their surprise at Beck's order because "the Jews, in times of danger and distress
have yet to shirk their responsibility."

ZBEAIA, p. 145
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quite another object in view, namely, to trade from there to the West Indies and the Main."#*

Another letter dated June 6,1653, came from the disgruntled Dutch authorities:
We concluded from the informations which we receive now and then from Curagao, that this colony
[of Jews] is rather detrimental than profitable to the company, as a colonist, Joao de Yllan, and his
adherents, have no aim to cultivate the soil and promote the increase of its products as the intention
was of the company, but their only employ is limited to cutting away the stock visch hout and ex-
porting the horses from the island of Aruba and Bonaires to the Caribbean and other neighboring
isles, so that [before] long nothing shall be |eft from either article on thisisland.... We are informed
that this Nation is so unwearied in this traffick that they not only neglect to cultivate tobacco, In-
digo, cotton and other produce of the soil, but do not even provide themselves with the first neces-
saries of life, so that there is much reason to apprehend that they in time shall become a burthen on
the magazines of the company."%*’
Thisillega trade had also served to deplete theidand of all but "alot of broken down"
horses unfit for the strain of cultivation.®®
The Jews had become notorious for their perceived ability to control trade and for
flouting established rules of trade. And when they attempted to buy still more daves, the
Company refused.>
Though de Yllan was denied, another Jew, Joseph Nunes de Fonseca, alias David
Nass, was reluctantly granted settlement rights. The directors in Holland were cautious:
"Time must show whether we shall succeed well with this nation; they are a crafty and gener-
aly treacherous people in whom therefore not too much confidence must be placed."*® The
settlement agreement was clear:
[67]
It is further permitted to Fonseca and partners, in the form of alease, to select and take possession
of al such lands as he, with his colonists, shall be able to cultivate, to obtain every sort of produce,
to increase the number of cattle in that country... with the express condition that they shall be
obliged to make a beginning with their cultivation within a year, and that they shall bring within
four years the stipulated number of settlersin that country under the penalty of the forfeiture of said
lands.?**

Even after theinitia conflict the Jews were given extraordinary privileges. There were
vessals trading between Stuyvesant's home base in New Amsterdam (now New York) and
Curacao as early as 1657 - trade conducted principaly by Jews.>? Curagaoan Jews not only
owned some two hundred vessels, but they were captains, sailors, and even privateers (legd
pirates) preying actively on Spanish commerce.*®

An observer of the time wrote that, "The large number of Israglites that came from
Brazil and the immense quantity of wealth they brought with them, caused the old prejudices
against the Jewish nation to disappear. They were alowed to take up their abode in any part
of the country they wished; and later, they not only possessed the best houses in the city, but

6 Cone, p. 147.

27 Cone, pp. 150-51; Subsequent letters were also critical, not of Judaism, but of the trading practices of the
Jewish community; 7th of July 1654 - from the directors of the Dutch West India Company:

And first we have with regret and great displeasure the misconduct and extortions made there by the Jewish
nation and the colonist John de Yllan, in the sale of their wares and old shreds at such an exorbitant price; where-
fore we command you to prevent thisin future by all possible means.

28 Cone, p. 150. Letter to Stuyvesant from DWIC directors dated December 13, 1652.

29 Max J. Kohler, 'Jews and the American Anti-Slavery Movement," PAJHS, vol. 5 (1897), pp. 141-42; also
reported by Elizabeth Donnan, Documents Illustrative of the Save Tradein America, 4 vols. (Washington, D.C.:
Carnegie Institution of Washington, 1930), vol. 3, p. 415 note.

20 Cone, p. 147.

21 Cone, p. 148.

22 Cone, p. 147; Lears, p. 23: "The trade between Curacao and New Amsterdam was largely in Jewish hands..."
243242 Y erushaimi, p. 191; Emmanuel HINA, p. 681; Hartog, Curacao, pp. 115-16.
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also lands, and almost the entire commerce of the Iand was in their hands."** Historian Y o-
sef Hayim Y erushaimi:
At a time when most of the Jews in continental Europe were ghettoized, or repressed in myriad
other ways, these Jews engaged in an almost untrammeled range of economic activity, bore armsin
the militias, owned land and ran plantations, and were represented in local councils.?*

By 1659, they received a certain number of daves to work on their plantations which
increased by breeding and by the purchase from the Company of macarons - weak or sickly
daves. The inhabitants could not buy sound slaves for their private use until 1674. On every
estate there were dave prisons, frame shacks divided into boxes in which offenders were
chained up by the hands or the feet.>*® The punishments inflicted upon the daves were atro-
cious [68] and they "often lived in misery." Whippings were issued for minor offences, and in
times of drought and inflation daves had actually starved to death. Manumission on the
ground of old age was another inhuman practice favoured by some.?

Also in 1674, the Company permitted them to buy daves for the export trade?*® and the
Jews did not hesitate to become fully involved. Judith Elkin has claimed that,

Sephardim based on Curagao worked as sailors, navigators, merchants, slavers, and pirates. In 1715
they probably accounted for 36 percent of the white population of Curacao, and they dominated the
island's shipping.2*

Jewish dave entrepreneurs functioned as the local agents responsible for transportation
of the daves from Curagao to the Spanish American ports - a natural endeavor for the Jews
who owned 80 percent of the Curacao plantations.®® David Senior and Jacob Senior (a.k.a
Philipe Henriquez), came to Curagao from Amsterdam in 1685 to dea in Black human be-
ings. Born to the most prominent and respected Jewish family, Jacob has been described as
"the only Jew to whom the Holland Board of Admiralty ever granted a concession to fetch
daves from Africa and transport them in his vessel, De Vrijheid, to Curagao."** On June 30,
1701, Senior chartered Het Wappen van Holland from Curagao Governor Nicolaas van Beck
to get daves from Africa. Beck's report to the Company says that out of the 664 slaves placed
on board at Africa, 205 died en route to Curagao.*>

Senior also served as director of the Curacao asiento for the Royal African Company,
one of the largest dave-trading firms of the day. Jointly with his brother David and associate
Johan Goedvriend he would reship these daves to other parts, chiefly to Cartagena.®* Senior
was seized and imprisoned by the Spanish Inquisition but was released and prohibited from
the trade. He nevertheless continued his heavy dave traffic along the Spanish Main, according
to arecord of 1711.

[69]

Emanuel Alvares Correa (1650-1717) was active in the local dave trade for many
years, and served as an intermediary between the Dutch and Portuguese for the transfer of a
shipment of dlaves from Africato Mexico via Curagao.® Another Jew notable in the practice

244 Cone, p. 145.

25Y grushaimi, p. 190.

¢ Hartog, Curacao, p. 176.

7 Hartog, Curagao, p. 174-75.

28 Emmanuel HINA, p. 75.

29 Elkin, p. 18; Another well documented description of the Jewish settlement in Curagao can be found in
MCAJ1, pp. 180-87 passim.

20 Raphael, p. 24.

%1 Emmanuel HINA, p. 76 and note no. 63.

%2 Emmanuel HINA, p. 77.

23 Emmanuel HINA, p. 77.

24 Emmanuel HINA, p. 77.

25 EHI, p. 273; Swetschinski, p. 237; Hartog, Curagao, p. 133.



The Secret Relationship between Blacks and Jews 53

was Manuel de Pina (a.k.a. Jahacob Naar). They, however, were not aone. The Emmanuels
state that:
Almost every Jew bought from one to nine slaves for his personal use or for eventual resale. Promi-
nent among such purchasers were the cantors David Pardo in 1701 and David Lopez Fonseca in
1705, and the physician Isaacq da Costa in 1705.%¢

In the last decade of the 17th century a considerable number of Jews began leaving the
isand many enroute to Newport, Rhode Idand. Author Peter Wiernik maintains that this emi-
gration left Curacaoan Jewry unaffected: "The prosperity of those who remained in Curacao
went on increasing in the eighteenth century... They were prosperous merchants and traders,
and held positions of prominence in the commercia and political affairs of the idand. By the
end of the century they owned a considerable part of the property in the district of Willem-
sted; and as many as fifty-three vessels are said to have left in one day for Holland, laden with
goods which for the most part belonged to Jewish merchants."#’

Many of these ships carried Black Africans. Jewish participation in the dave trade
with the Company was extensive in the twenty-five years between 1686 and 1710, as the fol-
lowing figures indicate. The Jews are the recorded owners of approximately 867 African citi-
zens during this time period:*®

[70]

Jewish Purchaser Slaves Valuein Pesos Y ear
Philipe Henriquez, David Senior 30 2,483 1700
ldem. & Idem & Juan Goedvriend 249 22,816-5-2 1701
Manuel Alvares Correa 482 46,754 1701
Abraham Lucena & Gabriel Levy 10 1,000 1701
Moses [Levy] Maduro 11 1,100 1701
Philipe Henriquez, David Senior 1027 10,200 1702
Mordechay [Namias] de Crasto 56 14,800 1705
ldem & Moseh Lopez Henriquez 29 2,900 1705
Moses [Levy] Maduro 10 1,000 1705
Jacob Benjamin Jesurun Henriquez ? 1,850 1705
Ferro & Neyra 467 4,572 1710

The Most Complete List of Jewish Curacaoan
Slaveholders with the number of their daves
(July 1, 1764 - July 1, 1765)

Several lists of Curacaoan Jews and their slave holdings have been uncovered by re-
searchers of the idand's history. The most comprehensive study is by Isaac S. and Susan A.
Emmanuel, entitled History of the Jews of the Netherland Antilles, in which they detail the
economic development of the Jews in the region. Below listed are those Jews who partici-
pated in the davery of Black Africans and the number of their African daves. See Appendix
22, pp. 1036-45.

26 Emmanuel HINA, p. 78.

7 Wiemik, p. 53.

28 Emmanuel HINA, p. 78; It should again be noted as in Barbados, that Jews had every reason to underreport
their taxable holdings - they were, after al, prominent as tax-collectors (tax-farmers). This, coupled with alively
smuggling trade with Africans as the prime profit making commaodity, would cause one to question the validity
of the slave holdings reported by the Jews. These figures, therefore, represent the lowest possible number of
Africans held as slaves by the "chosen people." See Samuel, p. 7.
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Abraham & |saac de Marchena

Abraham de Jacob Juda Leon
Aron Motta
Abraham Dias Cotino

Abraham Curiel

Aron Henriquez Moron

Abraham de Jacob Lopez Dias
Abraham Rodrigues Mendes
Abraham de Pinajunior

Aron de Molina

Abraham de Mordechay Senior
Abraham de Mordechay de Crasto
Abraham de Benjamin L. Henriquez
Abraham de David Jesurun

Aron Mendes

Abraham de Isaac Senior
Abraham L opes Penha

Abraham Henriquez Cotino
Abraham de Salomon Levy Maduro
Abraham Rodriguez Pimentel
Abraham de Isaac Levy Maduro
Abraham L. Dias

Abraham Calvo

Abraham Henriquez Melhado
Benjamin Raphael Henriquezl
Benjamin Vaz Faro

Benjamin de M. Jesurun

Cohen Henriquez junior

David de Gabriel da Costa Gomez
Jacob Haim Rodrigues Parera

| saac Pardo

| saac Suares

[Dr.) Joseph Caprillis

Jacob de David Suares

Jacob Jesurun Henriquez

Jacob de Jowph Jesumn Henriquez
Jacob Levy Maduro

Jacob Fidanque

Jacob Gabay Henriquez

Jeosuah Henriquez junior

|saac de Elias Juda Leon

| saac de Jacob Juda Leon

[Dr.) Isaac Cardozo

Jacob de Elias Jesurun Henriquez
Jacob L opes de Fonseca

Josias Dovale

| saac Parera

Jacob de Mordechay Andrade
Jacob de Abraham Andrade
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David Lopez Laguna & Samuel de

Joseph da Costa Gomez
David Haim Castillo
David de Molina

David Ricardo

Danidl Lopez Castro

David Moraes

David da Costa Andrade

David Jesurun

David Bueno Vivas

Daniel Aboab Cardozo

David de Isaac Senior

David Taboada

David de Jacob L opes de Fonseca
David Abenatar

David Gomes Casseres

David Suares junior

Daniel Mencies de Castro

David Ulloa

Elias Lopes

Elias Ham Parera

Elias Rodrigues Miranda
Francisco L opes Henriquez
Gabriel Pinedo

Jacob de David Jesurun

| saac Mendes

Josias de Casseres

|saac Haim Rodriques da Costa
Jacob Monsanto

Mordechay de Moses Penso
Manuel de Moses Alvares Correa
Mordechay de Jacob Henriquez
Mordechay Motta

Mordechay de Crasto

Moses de I saac Levy Maduro
Manuel Pinedo

Moses L opez Penha

Moses Naar Henriquez

Moses de Benjamin Jesurun
Moses Henriquez

Mordechay de Salomon L. Maduro
Raphael Alvares Correa

Raphael Molina Monsanto
Rachel Bueno Vivas

Samuel de Gabriel da Costa Gomez
Samuel de David Hoheb

Samuel & Manuel Juda. Leon
Saul & Josias |danha de Casseres
Salomon de Jacob Curiel
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| saac Motta

Jacob Aboad Cardoza

Jacob Garcia de Pas

|saac Touro

Jacob de Josuah Naar

Joseph Curiel

|saac Curiel

Josi as Idanha de Casseres

| saac de Mordechay de Crasto
|saac Hisquiau Andrade

| saac de Jacob Hz. Fereyra
Jacob Hisquiau Suares

| saac Rodrigues Miranda

Jacob Lopez Dias

|saac Haim Namias de Crasto
Jacob Cohen Henriquez

| saac Jesurun

Joseph Obediente

| saac de Abraham Senior
Jeosua Naar

Jacob cle David Senior

Jacob Pinedo

| saac Mendez

Judah Cohen Henriquez

| saac de Salomon Levy Maduro
Jeosuah Henriquez

Manuel de Raphael Alvares Correa
Moses de David L opes Henriquez
Mordechay Henriquez

=

=
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|

Salomon de Salomon Levy Maduro
Salomon L opes Henriquez
Selomon Keyser

Samuel Habib

Salomon de Mordechay Senior
Saul Pardo

Samuel de Isaac Levy Maduro
Sara da Costa Gomez

Widow Moses de Abm. de Chaves
Widow Moses Person

Widow Salomon dels. Levy Maduro
Widow Benjamin de Casseres
Widow Abraham de Chaves
Widow |saac Penso

Widow Benjamin da Costa Andrade
Widow David Cohen Henriquez
Widow David Lousada

Widow Isaak Levy

Widow Moses Naar

Wid. Benjamin de E. Jn. Henriquez
Widow Abraham Flores

Widow Moses Cohen Henriquez
Widow Benjamin Athias de Neyra
Widow Joseph Israel Touro
Widow Jacob Pinedo

Widow Moses de (Crasto) [Castro]
Widow Elias Judah Leon

Widow Jacob Curiel

o)
a1

=
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In 1720, the six top-ranking Jewish davermasters had a combined minimum total of

165 daves. These Jews were:?*°

Widow Mordechay Henriquez

Gabriel Levy

Widow Mordechay de Crasto

Widow Balthazar de Leon
Daniel Aboab Cardozo
Jeosuah Henriquez

[72]

60
39
26
17
16
16

In 1744, the Jews reportedly owned 310 African hostages. In 1748, they furnished the
Curacao government with 126 African davesto fortify the idand.*®

Jeosuah Henriquez

Francisco Lopez Henriquez

29 Emmanuel HINA, p. 228
20 Emmanuel HINA, p. 229.

16
16
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Jacob Hisquiau de Leon 12
M oses Penso* 12
David Senior 10
Joseph da Costa Gomez 10

* Penso bought two plantations with 300 Africans from Gentile Willem Meyer .
In 1749, the first five of these big Jewish daveowners (of 1744) had a combined
minimum total of 91 daves.®?

Samuel & Benjamin de Casseres 35
Jeosuah Henriquez 16
Francisco Lopez Henriquez 18
Jacob Hisquiau de Leon 12
Joseph da Costa Gomez 10

A "very strict dave census taken in 1765 showed that the Jews owned 860 daves."*#
The Jesurun family owned arecord number of 366 Black people. The closest Gentile was Eva
van Wijk with 240 daves. A century later, in 1863 when the Blacks were emancipated, the
Jews owned 1,851. The government paid all the daveholders an indemnity of 200 florins per
dave. At that time 45% of all private wealth in Curagao was in Jewish hands.?** The Jew, in
1894, was three and one-half times richer than the Protestant and six to eight times richer than
the Catholic.®
[73]

Coro

Curacaoan Jews branched out into Coro, Venezuela which had become a haven for
their runaway slaves. Between 1729 and 1796, 112 African daves of Jews, identified by their
brand marks, reportedly found refuge in Coro.*® Soon, the Jews initiated business activities
which aroused the concern of the local business establishment.®” They had extended loans to
the public administration and to the army but, in 1854, decided to cease that policy. The tight-
ened money supply sparked anti-Jewish riots, leading to yet another expulsion.?® The charges,
recounted by Isidoro Aizenberg, were familiar: "The 'misery and Helplessness' that the people
of Coro are enduring are caused by the Jews as a result of their 'distorted avarice,' usurious
practices and price-fixing through deception and monopolistic controls."... [One evil conse-
guence of the poverty caused by the Jews was 'to see the many daughters of Coro, previoudy
models of virtue, being prostituted by the Jews.]**

%1 Emmanuel HINA, p. 228 note

22 Emmanuel HINA, p. 228.

23 Emmanuel HINA, p. 228.

%4 Emmanuel HINA, p. 364.

25 Emmanuel HINA, p. 364 note no. 52. This volume clearly states that the Jew was "sixty-eight," times richer
than the Catholic, but this may be a misprint. If the statement refers to White Catholics, it may likely be cor-
rected as"six to eight." If to Black Cathalics, then it is probably accurate.

%6 |_jebman, New World Jewry, p. 184.

%7 |sidoro Aizenberg, "The 1855 Expulsion of the Curagoan Jews from Coro, Venezuela," AJHQ, vol. 72 (1982-
83), passim; Isaac S. Emmanuel, The Jews of Coro, Venezuela (Cincinnati: American Jewish Archives, 1973),
passim.

28 Ajzenberg, p. 496.

%9 Ajzenberg, p. 497, By this time some Jews were involved extensively in international prostitution. See Sean
O'Callaghan, Damaged Baggage: The White Save Trade and Narcotics Traffic in America (London: Robert
Hale, 1969); Edward J. Bristow, Prostitution and Prejudice: The Jewish Fight Against White Savery, 1870-1939
(New York: Schocken Books, 1983); William W. Sanger, History of Prostitution (New Y ork: Eugenics Publish-
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Though anti-Semitism is charged by the departing Jews, no Jewish historian explains
the anti-Black behavior of the Coro Jews. According to Aizenberg: "Two hundred and fifty
souls left Coro for Curagao: 168 Jews and 88 daves, among them.?”

Jamaica

Jews had resided in Jamaica since about 1625 and, as in Barbados and elsewhere, they
were among the pioneers of sugar-planting in the island. Jamaica welcomed Jewish settlement
and their commercial expertise.>* Historian Albert Hyamson:
In 1744, the Jews reportedly owned 310 African hostages. In 1748, they furnished
the Curagao government with 126 African davesto fortify the island.

74

L7l Their numbers increased and they continued to flourish. Some of them were engaged in retail trade,
but the majority were wholesale merchants, and the greater portion of the trade with the Spanish
Main was in their hands... Their economic position was by then so strong that they practically mo-
nopolized the trade in sugar, rum and molasses.??

Direct from their Brazilian expulsion in 1654, the Jews set up the same kinds of dave
sale credit arrangements they practiced in Brazil .2 "It was not any more uncommon,"” writes
Max Kohler, "for the many Jewish residents... to be enumerated as possessors of a number of
daves, than was the case with non-Jews.?” David Henriques, Hyman Levy and especidly Al-
exander Lindo were the mgor dave importers.?® As a measure of their wealth and comfort,
Isaac Contino, a Jamaican merchant, had ten persona daves; Isaac Henriques Alvin, a
wealthy Port Royal fisherman, had eighteen; and Daniel Sueyroe, agoldsmith, had twelve.?®

The records of 1692 list the plantation and property holdings of some of the idand's
Jews. Below they are listed as presented in the American Jewish Historical Society record:®”
[73]

Mr. Karbona [h]as a plantation in Leganee(?) wh[ichl he has bought and paid for.
Mr. Solomon Gabay has a Plantation for many yeares in magitt Savana.

Mr. Joseph Ridana [h]as a Plantation in ye same place.

Mr. Solomon Acton [h]as a plantation in ye North Side in port Mary.

ing Co., 1937); Francesco Cordasco, The White Save Trade and the Immigrants (Detroit: Blaine Ethridge
Books, 1981).

210 Ajzenberg, p. 500.

211 Hyamson, p. 200; Jamaica was discovered for Europeans by Columbus in 1494 during his second voyage to
the New World

212 Hyamson, pp. 202-3, states that " ...the greater portion of the industry and the commerce was in the hands of
that [Jewish] section." Hyamson, pp. 200 and 204; It was widely known that Jews prospered inordinately. Pic-
ciotto's Sketches of Anglo-Jewish History, (p. 94) as cited in Adler's, "A Traveler in Surinam," PAJHS, vol. 3
(1895), pp. 78-9: "By mid-century the Jamaican trade was principally in Jewish hands, writh about 200 Jewish
families residing in the island."; In "Notes. Jewish Merchants and Colonia Slave Trade: Documents from the
Public Record Office Memorial of the Jews about their Taxes Presented to Sir William Beeston, Governor-in-
Charge of the Island of Jamaica," PAJHS, vol. 34 (1937), p. 285, the author, Charles Gross, presents a letter,
dated Jamaica, September 6, 1736 in which an incredulous John Meriwether writes: "at our last quarter Sessions
| was surprisd to see a Jew, one of the top Supra Cargoes in the lllicit Trade for Negroes and dry goods making
Application to bereliev'd in his taxes by reason of his poverty, and he had an allowance."

23 MCAJI, p. 114. Other evidence of abrasive business practices includes that from Frank W. Pitman, The British
West Indies (London: 1917), p. 136: Planters could obtain loans at five percent interest from the English. Those
who could not, however, "were forced to pay the higher rates demanded by Jews and other merchants or factors
resident in the islands. In many cases bonuses had to be given, so that, actually, rates as high as twenty per cent
were commonly paid."

24 Max J. Kohler, "Jews and the American Anti-Slavery Movement |1," PAJHS, vol. 9 (1901), p. 45.

BEH], p. 273.

26 MCAJL, p. 119.

21" Cundall, Davis, and Friedenberg, pp. 28-9.
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Mr. Abraham Gabay has a plantation in white hood.

Mr. Benjiamen Corvalo [h]as a plantation in ye same place.

Mr. Moses Jessurun Cardezo [h]as 15 houses.

Mr. Joseph da Costa Alvaringa [h]as 10 houses.

Mr. David Alvarez

Mr. Jacob Mendez Gutierez

Mr. Jacob Detorez

Mrs. Sarrah Gabay

The trading practices of the Jewish inhabitants became an irritant to the Jamaican gov-

ernment. In the idand's archives occurs a letter, dated January 28, 1691 or 1692, from the
president and the Council of Jamaica to the Lords of Trade and Plantationsin which he says.

The Jews eat us and our children out of al trade, the reasons for naturalising them not having been

observed; for there has been no regard had to their settling and planting as the law intended and di-

rected. We did not want them at Port Royal, a place populous and strong without them; and though

told that the whole country lay open to them they have made Port Royal their Goshen, and will do

nothing but trade. When the Assembly tries to tax them more heavily than Christians, who are sub-

ject to Public duties from which they are exempt, they contrive to evade it by specia favours. This

is agreat and growing evil and had we not warning from other Colonies we should see our streets

filled and the ships hither crowded with them. This means taking our children's bread and giving it
to Jews. We believe that it could be avoided by giving alittle more confidence to the Council .2”®

218 »Calendar of State Papers, Colonia Series, America and West Indies, 16891692," (published 1901), p. 593,
and cited in Cundal, Davis, and Friedenberg, pp. 26-7; The island's government offered still more evidence of
the civil advantages of the Jewish community. Jewish historians have charged that anti-Semitism created a sepa-
rate status and taxation for the Jews as a class. A review of the written deliberations of the Jamaican government,
however, shows a more reasoned approach than the charges allow (their status also as slave deaers notwith-
standing). Below is a portion of the Council records of 1741 that address taxation of the Jews (See George For-
tunatus Judah, "Me Jews' Tribute in Jamaica," PAJHS, vol. 18 [1909], pp. 172-73):

That, admitting the Jews did pay taxes equally with other traders and inhabitants, in case this separate tax had not
been laid, yet their exemptions from offices civil and military, from juries, and other burthensome and expensive
services, which others are obliged to perform, amply make up for this taxation; all posts civil and military in the
gift of this Government, are toilsome and expensive, and attended with no profit, except the posts of Chief jus-
tice and Captain of the Port; the other offices in this island, that are honorable and advantageous, are held by
Patent immediately from his Mgjesty; the civil posts, Jews have been always, or till very lately, exempt from, on
account of their religion, which did not allow them to qualify themselves for such posts, and as to military posts
inour Militia, they were very unfit for, never desirous of, nor would they accept of them:

That the Jews have always been excused from serving as jurors, and, by that indulgence alone, saved much more
than the amount of this tax; supposing that each person who pays a share of this tax, was to attend the Courts,
once in ayear, as other inhabitants do, in which case it costs them from ten to twenty pounds, one with another,
besides the loss of time or disadvantages of being absent from their private affairs; besides, the Jews would be
liable to other inconveniences in this service, in which the public must be involved; on their Sabbaths and holy
days, which happen frequently in the times the Courts are held, the Courts must be adjourned; their own causes,
which make a great part of the business, would be postponed, and public justice delayed; on the other hand were
they compelled to serve on those days, such an oppression upon their consciences, and violation of their religion,
would be hardships still greater upon them, and, however valuable an institution a tria by juries is, yet an ex-
emption from attendance as jurors has been, in particular cases, looked upon as a favour and privilege; by the
Law of England, apothecaries are excused from that duty, and by the Act of Toleration, dissenting Teachers were
excused from juries; and the Legislature, at the time that Act was passed, was not in a temper to impose any
severities upon them; nor have the Jews, in the catalogue of their pretended grievances, ever suggested that any
partial distinctions had ever been made in determining upon their properties: That the Jews in this island have
their Synagogues, and public profession of their Religion, without any restraint whatsoever; they have equally
the benefit of our laws, advantages of our trade, and the same security for their properties, with al his Maesty's
subjects, and have all the indulgencies they require on account of their religion, though they have not complied
with the terms of the grants of denization, act of naturaization, referred to in their petition to his Majesty, their
estates consisting chiefly in shop goods and other moveable effects; and, consequently, they cannot be looked
upon as any lasting security or advantage to us; and, if some of them have purchased houses in the Towns, no
great benefit accrues to the public, by such purchases; and it is notorious they were made, for the greatest part,
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[76]

The records show other references to Jews and Blacks; In 1700, Jews complained
about excessive taxation of their negroes and cattle, etc.?*; Haham Jeossuha His advertised in
the Royal Gazette of Kingston, Jamaica on December 15,1792, for the return of a runaway
dave.® |n 1731, Captain Nassy was accused of misconduct on an expedition against the so-
called Bush-Negroes, but was acquitted, and in some Jewish wills, daves were left to the
synagogue. [77] A Jewish shopkeeper in Kingston "boxed the ear" of a Gentile-owned Afri-
can dave causing Jamaica's House of Assembly to take action.?

There was an active trade with the Jews of North America. The Rhode Idand dave
trade employed 100-150 vessels annually, each carrying to Jamaica 80-100 Black men,
women and children.®? By the 1700s, however, Jamaica experienced an economic decline
primarily because of the "growing commercia importance of Curagao, which became, with
St. Eustatius, a center of clandestine activities and a hub of Jewish commercial enterprise,
legal and illegal."**

Here listed is the estimated dave population of Jamaica during the years when Jews
were acknowledged to be significant in the trade. The extraordinary increase far exceeded the
idand's internal needs and is indicative of a brisk wholesale dave export business in which
Jews were highly active.

Jamaican Slave Population®*

Year Slaves
1661 514

1670 2,500
1673 9,504
1677 20,000
1703 45,000
1722 80,000
1739 99,239

Jews had been excluded from voting and from positionsin the civil service until 1831,
even though "the doors of economic opportunity were wide open. Until this time they'd

with aview of defeating their creditors, houses having never, or until very lately, been extended or sold in this
island for debt

In 1693, Governor William Beaston answered charges of unfairness to the Jews by citing the Windsor Proclama-
tion signed on December 14, 1661 by Charles || and brought to Jamaica in August, 1662, which was aimed at
encouraging settlement. The Jews were more interested in being merchants, he said, and were not devoting
themselves to planting as called for by the Proclamation. See Samuel J. Hurwitz and Edith Hurwitz, "The New
World Sets an Example for the Old: The Jews of Jamaica and Politica Rights, 1661-1831," AJHQ, vol. 55
(1965-66), pp. 39-40. Compare with R. A. Fisher, "A Note on Jamaica," in Journal of Negro History, vol. 28
(April, 1943), pp. 200-3.

2% Dr, Charles Gross, "Documents from the Public Record Office (London)," PAJHS, vol. 2 (1894), p. 166.

20 Bertram W. Korn, "The Haham De Cordova of Jamaica," AJA, vol. 18 (1966), p. 148.

L MCAJL, p. 110.

2 MCAJL, p. 141.

283 Fortune, pp. 126-27.

24 Fortune, p. 58.

25 Hurwitz and Hurwitz, p. 40. The authors offer some curious reasoning (p. 37) as they argue for the suffering
Jews: "Where no man was; equal, the Jews were the most unequal of all. If slaves might seem even less equal,
this rested on the premise that, unlike the Jews, who were considered to be human, the slaves were not so re-
garded at all. They were instruments, property, tools, albeit in human form. The Jews never fell into the non-
human category even when they were adjudged to be agents of the devil."
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been "content" to "avoid open conflict by studioudy avoiding politics." They were "happy
with their religious privileges, and the fact that they suffered from no governmental economic
discrimination..."#¢

[78]

When, however, the ex-dave was afforded the same rights and privileges as the Jews,
they became fearful and moved to nullify the political restrictions. "For the first time, posses-
sion of awhite skin, if by a Jew, carried with it no more privileges than that of a colored citi-
zen of Jamaica."*" By 1835, Alexander Bravo became the first Jewish member of the Jamai-
can Assembly, and fourteen years later eight of the forty-seven members were Jews.

Listed below are Jews who attained notoriety as appointed members of the Jamaican
military who served to maintain the davocracy.?®

Myer Benjamin Barnet |saacs
Alexander Bravo George | saacs

Aaron Gomez Da Costa Daniel Jacobs

|saac Gomez Da Costa Alexander Joseph Lindo
Samuel Delisser David Lopez

Jacob De Pass Philip Lucas

Moses Q. Henriques Moses Gomez Silva

Abraham | saacs

Martinique

The first large plantation and sugar refinery in Martinique was established in 1655 by
Benjamin D'Acosta (also Dacosta), who had come from Brazil with 900 coreligionists and
1100 daves.® These Jews, says Professor Marcus, "fled to Martinique where they furthered
the sugar industry and the Negro slave economy which it created."*°,

[79]

The family of David, Benjamin and Moses Gradis, owned extensive territory in St.
Domingo and Martinique** The De Pas family garnered specia consideration from the
French tax collector in his report back to the mother country. He counted at least ten estates
between them with hundreds of daves and servants.>? By 1680, "every [Jewish] householder
had at least one dave; seven had ten or more. Of these seven, one had twenty-one daves,
while another had thirty daves."**

26 Hurwitz and Hurwitz, p. 43. They further quote other contemporary observers of the condition of the Jewish
community (p. 45): 'Many of the travellers who visited Jamaica reported that the Jews were very important to the
Island's economy. For example, in The Port Folio (Philadelphia, [Magazineg]), for May, 1812 (p. 12), there ap-
pears in 'Letters from Jamaica the observation that 'Kingston contains a great number of Jews who have spread
al over the Island.' Describing two synagogues, the writer characterized them as showing 'very little taste or
beauty.' The Jews were excluded from every office and the enjoyment of every privilege,' but, 'as usual, they
acquire great wealth."

27 Hurwitz and Hurwitz, p. 46.

2B \Wolf, pp. 483-84.

29 Friedman, "Sugar," p. 307. Mr. Friedman cited Werner Sombart, The Jews and Modern Capitalism, p. 36, See
also Roth, Marranos, p. 290.

20 MEAJL, pp. 21-2; Friedman, p. 307, cites Deerr, vol. 1, pp. 230-31.

21 Korn, Jews of New Orleans, p. 2.

22| ee M. Friedman, Jewish Pioneers and Patriots, p. 92.

2% MCAJL, p. 88.



The Secret Relationship between Blacks and Jews 61

Nevis

The Nevis community was a weathy one comprised largely of Portuguese Jews.>*
They settled in about 1670, having been refugees from high taxation on Barbados.** The 1707
census shows that the Jews were all daveowners including Abraham Bueno De Mezqueto
(Mesquita) and Solomon Isragl. Israel's was the largest Jewish household of family and daves
in the census. Ralph Abenduna was a resident of Boston in 1695 and also appears as a Save-
holder in the Nevis in 1707.*° The census also indicates that planter 1saac Lobatto headed a
household of two White females and twelve Blacks. |saac and Esther Pinheiro's census record
reads. "2 Wh. M.; 4 Wh. F.; 9 Bl' Esther had purchased a dave woman in New Y ork on Feb-
ruary 13,1707.%"

The following, isa"List of the Inhabitants of Nevis, with the number of their Slaves,"
dated March 13, 1707, which appears in the third volume of Caribbeana. This census gives
the following data about Jewish residents of the island:*®

[80]

Jews White Males White Females Blacks
| saac L obatt 2 12
| saac Pinheiro 2 4 9
Abraham Bueno De/ 1
Ralph Abenduna 1
Solomon Isragl 4 1 13

The decline of Nevis White and Jewish population occurred when in 1838 the eman-
cipation of the daves "saw the departure of most of the remainder [of them].>®

Saint Dominique

To the African, life and conditions on Saint Dominique were particularly painful. Asa
consequence, Jewish plantation owners found that their "greatest difficulties... were offered
by runaway Negro slaves."*® Jacob Beller, in his study of Latin American Jews, described the
breaking point:

[The African's] drive for freedom was finally attained on the island of Saint Domingue in a great
uprising in 1801. The slaves seized weapons, and gained control of the interior mountain passes.
Greatly outnumbering their masters, they overran sugar and coffee plantations and massacred all
whites they captured. Awaiting execution at dawn was the captive French-Jewish plantation owner,
Aaron Soria.3*

2% MCAJL, p. 99.

2% Malcolm Stern, "A Successful Caribbean Restoration: The Nevis Story," AJHQ, vol. 61 (1971), p. 21.

2% gtern, "Notes on the Jews of Nevis," pp. 155-57; See also Stern, 'Nevis Story," p. 22.

27 gtern, "Notes on the Jews of Nevis," pp. 157-58.

28 gtern, "Some Notes on the Jews of Nevis," pp. 153-54.

29 Stern, "The Nevis Story," p. 23.

30 MCAJL, p. 159.

%1 Harold Sharfman, Jews on the Frontier (Chicago: Henry Regnery Company, 1977), p. 139; Another Jewish
account isin "ltems Related to the Jewsin South America and the West Indies," PAJHS, vol. 27 (1920), pp. 476-
77: "They were attacked by negroe-forces and defended the