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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING THE LAST 
ORDINARY PLENU~1 OF' THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SOVIET UNION 

A PLENUM of the Central Commiltee of the C.P.S.U. was 
held a few da}<; ago. The plenum discussed the ta.,l..s 

of the Party organizations in connection with the forthcoming 
elections to the Supreme So\'iet of the C.S.S.R. on the bash. 
of the new Constitution. The re:.olution adopted by the plenum 
on this subject is published below. The plenum further di~· 
cussed questions concerning economic and Party affairs and 
ttdopted appropriate practical dreisions. The plcnwn ali.o 
examined the anti.Party activilie,, of Bukharin and Rykov and 
adopted a decision expelling them from the ranks of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 



PREPARATIO~ OF THE PARTY ORGA ~IZATIOJ\lS FOR 
THE ELECTIONS TO THE SUPRE.\lE SOVIET OF THE 
U.S.S.R. UNDER THE NEW ELECTORAL SYSTEM AND 
TllE CORRESPONDING REORGANIZATION OF PARTY 

POLITICAL WORK 

(Report Made by A. A. Zlularwu at the Plenum of the Cen/r(ll 
CommiJlee of the Communist Party of tlu: Soviet Unum, 

February 26, 1937) 

Ol' R TASKS IN CONNECTION WITH THE CHANCE JN THt: 

POLITICAL UFE OF THt: COUNTRY 

COMRADES, in connection with the adoption of the new 
Constitution of the U.S.S.R. elections will shortly be 

held to the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R. and to all So\'iets of 
Toilers Deputies, from top to bottom, under the new electoral 
-.yt1tem. Our Party is faced with the ta~l of preparing for the 
c>lections. 

The character of these preparations, their e.xtent and scale, 
and the reorganization of Party work the) entail, are deter­
mined by the profundity of the changes caused by the> ne~ 
Constitution in the political life of our country. 

The introduction of the new Constitution implies a changr 
in tht> political life of the country. The character of this chang<' 
is the further democratization of the electoral system, as ex· 
pressed in the fact that not entirely equal suffrage in the elec­
tions to the Soviets is being replaced by equal suffrage, inclirect 
dections by direct elections, and open ballot by .<;eeret ballot. 

The introduction of the new Constitution eliminates all tht> 
rffirictions that hitherto exieted for th<> oo-called "lishentsi", 
or disfranchised. 
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\Vhcrea& prior to the introduction of the new Con-,titution 
tlte suffrage in election.; to the Soviet!. \\a-. not equal, no\\ the 
necessity for any suffragt' tt' ... triction" ha,, disappeared and all 
citi1,enc;; are entitled to t11kt' p<trt in t•lection.; on an equal 
footing. 

Whereas former!) election~ to the 111termediate and supreme 
organs of go,·ernment \\ere indirect, under the new Coni<lilu· 
tion all the So,·iet-. \\ill no\\ lw <>l<'ctt>d immediately by the 
citizens by direct elections. 

Whereas former!)', under the old Con~titution, balloting ut 
the elections was open and votinp; was according to lists, undt>r 
the new Constitution balloting al tlw clcclions will now lw 
i.ecrcl and the vote wil I be tuke11 on the indi' idual cauJidnte-. 
nominated in each of the electoral districts. 

Lastly, the Constitution introducP-. popular C<tn\11::...-.c ... 111 

the referendum. 
\Vhut do these change." in the el1-ctornl "}"tem impl)? 
They imply enhanced control of the ma"l>e-. ovf'r the So' iet 

organs and enhanced responsibilit)' of the So' iet organs tu 
the mas .. _c.c,.. The new electoral system will strengthen the contact 
between the elected repre;.rnt.itives of the people and the mass of 
the electorate. It will pro,·ide a powerful stimulu~ in imprO\ · 
iug tht> worl-. of the Soviet organ" und in eliminating bureau· 
cratic shortcomings and perversions in the work of our Soviet 
organizations, which defects, as you know, are v<'ry !iubstantial. 

The result of the introduction of universal, d irect and equal 
sulTruge with secret ballot will be lo enhance th<> political 
activity of the masses still further and to enlist new strata of 
tlu• laboring population in the work of admini-.teriug thf' 
.,tale. 

In this way the dictatorship of the proletariat will becom..­
a more flexible and, consequently, a more powerful sy:-.tem 
of :.late guidance of society by the working class; the ha._"e of 
the proletarian dictatorship will ~ hroad<>n<>d J nd itc; founda­
tion" will become firmer. 

Leninism teache:.: 
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""The dictatorship o( the proletariat ho ia periods, its special 
Corms and cil~ified ml"lhoda o( work. During the period o( ciril 
..-ar, the coerci'fe atpt'<t o( the dictato"hip is o.pecially coosplco· 
ou, .••• On the other hand, durio& the period of eocialist construe> 
tion, the peacefol, orgeniutional and cultural work o( tho 
dicLator..hip, revolutionary law, etc., are especielly conspicuous. 
But here again it b) no mcana followa that during the period of 
eonstruction, the coercive aide of the dicLatonhlp hu fallen away, 
or could do ao. The 01 gans of 1uppre,aion, the anny and other 
·•rganizations, are b neceoary now, in the period of construction. 
., they were during the ci•il war period. Without these institution•, 
<"On$tructive work b> the dictator•hip with any degree of security 
would be impoS!ihle. It ahould not be forgotten that for the 
time being the revolution has been victorious in onl) one country . 

.. lt should not be foi 1101tt'n that a:. long h we live in 1 capitalist 
cucirclement, so long will the danger of inttrvcntion. with all 
the resulting com1,.quenc~ continue."• 

That the necessity for the coerch:e ~ides of the dictaton;hip, 
apart from its peaceful organiuitional and cultural sides, ha!' 
nol fallen away, is clearly dcmon.,tratctl U) the case of Bukha· 
rin und R}kov which ~e have just discu""t'<I. The dictatorship 
•>f the wor.IJng class mu"t continue nwrcilc!i'lly to crush the 
resi~tance of the remnants of the host ilc capitalist classes and 
the agents of the fascist bourgeoisie-the Trot!lkyites, Zino· 
vievitcs, the Right and other enemies of the people. 

Comrade Stalin ha.s taught us that v.e need a strong and 
powt'rful dictatorship of the working cla"! •o as to demolish 
tho la"t remnants of the d) ing cla~"<'S nnd lo defeat their vii· 
lninous machinations. 

Tho holding of democratic election'! i~ n highly important 
matter. It is a very seriou:. e~aminntion for our Party which 
will lest its contact:. with the masses and the <'fficiency and 
pre .. tige of our Party organizations among the masses. The 
dections will demand a great exertion of effort by all the forces 
uf our Party. 

In order to meet this change in the political life of our 
Party fully prepared, our Party must assume charge of this 

• J. Stalin, Leninism, Vol. I. p. 274. 
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change and ensure its guidance of the elections to the supreme 
organs of Lhe country. 

What is meant h> Lhe Party assuming charge of and insuring 
its guidance of Lhe elections lo Lhe supreme organs? What tal'ks 
must the Party solve? 

It must first of all he borne in mind that the situation will 
be a rather novel one for our Party worker!!.. This is the first 
time elections will he held under the new electoral system. 
We have no practical experience in voting by individual can­
didates, secret ballot and !lO forth. This involves a certain 
difficulty for our Party organizations. 

Second, assuming charge of the change in the political lifr 
of the country and guiding the elections mean that we mu!'t 
i;ee to it that the new electoral system established by the Con· 
i-litution is fully ob~rved, i.e., that the principles of universal. 
direct and equal suffrage and secret ballot are strictly adhered 
to. T his means that our Party organizations must protect our 
new electoral system as the apple of their eye, that they mu!'t 
protect it against all violations. 

Third, our Party organizations must be prepared for the 
dection campaign. In the elections we shall encounter hostilr 
agitation and ho!!tile candidates. That this is a real possibilit~ 
i<> shown by the fact that there is already a certain reanimation 
among the anti.Soviet clements, precisely in connection with 
tho forthcoming election'I. Our Party organizations must bt­
fully prepared to counter the attempts of hostile clements to 
take advantage of the legal opportunities provided by the 
new Constitution. 

\Vhile our people nrc dozing and only preparing to make 
a mo\'e, the enemy is al ready acting and energetically preparinl' 
for the elections. 

Fourth. secret balloting and voting b) individual candidate~. 
as distinct from open voting by lists, will increase the respon· 
sibility of our Party for every candidate nominated. In order 
to be elected, our candidates must he well know11 to the electon: 
in the district in which they are nominated, their activitiec 
mu.Qt be well known lo the electors. 
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The secret ballot will be a very thorough test for our people, 
because the secret ballot presents far greater opportunities 
than ever before of rejecting canclidates whom the masses con· 
iider undesirable and w1suitable. This must be clearly realized. 

Fifth, we mu::.t get rid of the harmful mentality of some 
.,f our Party and Soviet workers who a~sume that public con­
fidence can be won without effort, that they can calmly go 
to sleep in expectation that their mandates will be delivered 
to them 2t their holll<'S amidst thunders of applause, becau..<oe 
of their former services. Under the ~cret ballot confidence 
cannot be won without effort. 

There are quite a number of workers in our Party and Soviet 
organizations who consider that their task is over, so to speak, 
once they have brt>n e lected to the Sovit·t. Thjs is shown by 
the large number of re::.ponsible workers who fail to attend the 
plenary meetings of the Soviets, or tht• deputy groups and 
o;ections of our Sovids and who evadt> rulfilling their most 
elementary dutie as deputies. 

Such hangovers in the mentality of our people mu.st be 
smashed; we mw,L train our people to realize that they are 
answerable to the electors, bearing in mind that every elected 
representative will be examined and tested in the most thor­
ough and comprehensiw manner by the mas~ themselves. 

It would be a groS!I mistake to postpone combating thei.e 
~urvivals until tho moment the elections are held. We must 
begin without delay steadily to improve the work of our Soviet 
organizations and their contacts with the masses and to increase 
the answerability of our Soviet workers to the masses. 

Sixth, we must at once begin to train our workers to realize 
that the new electoral system implies far greater publicity for 
the activities of the Soviet organizations, that their activities 
will proceed w1der the eyes or the masses, and that their 
answerability to the masses will be far more complete. Man) 
Soviet deputies-members of our Pnrty- are accustomed to 
~ive account only to their Party organizations. Many of our 
Soviet workers who are inclined to bureaucraC)· and who8C 
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work suffers from grave defects, would ten times rather account 
for their work lo the bureau of their Party committee, to a 
small family circle, than to get up at a plenary meeting of 
the Soviet, ~cize them~lv~s an_q pQ_ar the criticism of the 
mas~s. This practice of non·answerability must be put 11 

stop to. 
Seventh, assuming charge of the change in the political life 

of the country and ensuring democratic elections mean that 
our Party organizations musl not wait to be jolted from belo'" 
by the m:is'leS in respect to criticizing and raising objections 
to our candidates, but must th~m!>elves lead the criticism and 
the rejection of unsuitable candidates without waiting for them 
to be outvoted in a secret ballot. In this connection our Part\ 
organizations must learn to distinguish friendly critici'>m from 
ho~tilc critici•m. It frequently happens-that the di!'<:ontent of 
workers over individual defects and perrnrsion" in the acti\"ilit-~ 
of So\"i<:l organs is regarded as ho;;;tile critici'-m. The abilit~ 
to di!-linguish friendly criticism, which is sometimes very pun­
gent, from the criticism of the enemy demands of our Parly 
organilations a high level of Party and political training and 
great discernment. 

During the new elections there may be attempts by ho:;tilt• 
elements to agi tate agaill!ll our candidates. Our people h1ne to 
conduct many a difficult campaign in various field-., suppl). 
construction work, etc., nnd .;uch campai!ms are bound to 
invoh~ a certain amount of prec:gure. This is part of the con­
cept of the dictatorship of the worl.ing clas~. We 11hall not re­
nounce the exercise of such pressure in the future, and it would 
be absurd to renounce it. Demagogic attempt!' will be madt• 
to inflate various shortcomings of our people along thic; line. 
I am referring to our members of ,;Hage So.,icts, di ... tricr 
executive committees, etc. The Party organizations must be able 
to take th~e people under their protection. This must not bt­
lost sight of. 

Eighth, there is the quc"-tion of non-Party people. It would 
be highly prejudicial and dangerous if the mistake made unclcr 
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the old eleclion syslem were repealed in lhe new elections, 
namely, innllenlion lo non-Party candidates, when, in order 
to ensure the Pnrty influence in 1.he Soviets, non-Party candi· 
dates were nol given the attenlion and support which are de­
manded by the very fundamentals of the Bolshevik conception 
of leadership and contact with the masses. Bear in mind that 
there are 2,000,000 Communists in our country, and that there 
dre "rather" more non-Party people. Hence, if we want to 
guide the elections, we must enhance our influence and contacl 
~ ith non-Party people and support, instead of pushing aside, 
non-Party candidates who enjoy the confidence of the masses. 

These are a few questions on the subject of leadership and 
organizing the preparations for the elections. They have arisen 
not as something in remote prospect, but as actual and ahso· 
lutely urgent and essential tasks. 

VIOLATION OF THE PRINCIPLE OF ELECTINC PARTY ORCANS 

INCOMPATJDLE WITll DOLSllEVIK PRINCIPLES 

OF ORCANIZATION 

WHAT is required of the Party so that it may assume 
charge of the thoroughly democratic elections? What 

arc the chief conditions which will ensure the Party's guidance 
of the change in the political life of the country? 

V:'hat is required is that the Party itself should consistently 
practice democracy, that it should thoroughly apply the prin· 
ciples of democratic centralism in its internal life, as the 
Party rules demand, thal the necessary conditions should exist 
within the Party for the election of all Party organs, that 
criticism and self.critici<1m within the Party should be fully 
developed, that the answerability of Party organs to the mem· 
bers of the Party should be complete, and that the Party 
members themselves should be active to the highest degree. 

Leninism teaches us that the enhanced aclivity of the work· 
wg ela8S we are seeking to bring about witJ1 the introduction 
of complete Soviet democracy is a serious and important 
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matter. In order to enhance the activity of the working cla~ 
we must first of all activize tho Party itself. The Party itself 
must firmly and resolutely adopt internal Party democrac). 
l<-0 that our organizations may secure the participation of the 
broad membership of the Party, on whom the fate of our 
Party depends, jn the discussion of our affairs. Without this 
there can be no hope of increasing the activity of the workinl? 
class. This is what Comrade Stalin teaches us. 

Can it be said that all our Party organizations are nlread~ 
prepared lo fulfil these conditions and that they have alread~ 
reorganized them!'el\'e.~ on democratic lines? 

Unfortunately, this cannot be said with absolute assurance. 
What facts go to show that this cannot be said with absolute 

assurance ? 
It is shown by the violations of the Party rules and tht> 

principles of internal Party democracy practiced in certain 
organizations. What are the..~ violation:.? 

The Party rules, as we know, prescribe the holding of 
elections to the committees of the primary organizations once 
a year, to the city and district committees once a year, and to 
tho regional and territorial committees and the Central Com· 
mittees of the national Communist Parties once in eight~n 
months. This is what the Party rule!! demand. 

But if we tum to the facts we find that this requirement of 
the Party rules is violated by a number of organization~ Dur· 
ing the past two or three years elections to regional and 
territorial committees and to the Central Committees of the 
national Communist Parties were held only in the case of 
organizations which '~ere newly formed as a result of the 
creation of new regions (the Kalinin, Kra~nyorsk, Omsk, Oren· 
burg and Yaroslavl organizations) . The majority of our re· 
gionnl and territorial committees and Central Committees of 
national Communist Parties, city committee.'!, district commit· 
tees and primary Party committees have been in existence ever 
8ince the Seventeenth Party Congress, that is, since the general 
election of Party organizations. The only exception to this, ai; 
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I have said, are the new territories and regions, and also a few 
district and city organizations, chiefly in connection with the 
gross mismanagement of Party affairs. 

This means that the laws of our Party have been violated, 
although we swear by the Party rules, learn them by rote in 
study circles, and during the verification and exchange of 
Party documents demand that Party members should know 
the rules. When we come to examine it, we find that we our­
:.elves are intolerably liberal in our attitude to our own Party 
laws. 

Further, the rules o! our Party prescribe that all leading 
organs of the Party, from the highest to the lowest, should be 
elected. This is demanded by the fundamental principle of 
organizational structure of our Party-the principle of demo­
cratic centralism. 

Clause 18 of the Party rules reads as follows: 

"The guiding principle of the organiiational structure of tho 
Party is democratic centralism, which aignilies: 

"(a) The application of th<' electhe principle to all leading 
organs of the Party from the highest to the lowest; 

.. (i>) Pcriodkal reports of the Party organs to their respective 
Party organiutfons; 

"(c) Strirt Party di~ipline and subordination of the minority 
to the majority; 

"(d) The absolutely binding character of the decisions of the 
higher organs upon the lower organs nnd upon all Party memhen." 

This fundamenta l organizational principle of our Party has 
been violated in a number of organizations. The members of 
the plenum already know what harmful consequences to our 
Party affairs have resulted from the practice of violating the 
Party rules in the Kiev, Azov-Black Sea and other organiza­
tions, where non-compliance with the rules, as expressed in a 
departure from the elective principle, resulted in the extreme 
deterioration of Party work and faci litated the penetration 
of hostile elements into leading Party organs. 

A similar gross violation of the P:irty rules with respect to 
the elective principle is tl1e absolutely unjustifiable prevalence 
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of the practice of .£.O·opting• leading 1\orkcrs a~ mcmbe1:; of 
plenums of Party committee,., district committees, city com­
mittcei;, re.,;ional commill<•es, territorial committec:s and Central 
Committees of national Communist P urtics. 

Fact!> in the po..,~c~"ion of the Central Committee of tlw 
C.P.S.L'. go Lo !>ho" that the noxious practice of co-option 
hru. taken fim1 root and h.I'> gone \Cr) far. The practice of co· 
option violates the legal right of Part) members to take part 
in the cll•r-tion of their k1ding organ!-. In ca"e" of co-option 
Party members are dcprh ct! of the opportunity of participat· 
in3 in elections sn<l of objecting to un«uitable candidaks, and 
generally their opinion i!> not asked. becau..e the co-option 
Lakes place at plenums. 

Co-option 1s \Cf} prevalent. Jt i~ a \ice from which aan~ 
organization!> suffer. 

We find that 11.6 per cent of the members of plenums of 
the regional and territorial committees and of the Central 
Committees of national Communist Parties have been co·opted. 
Thb i1:1 the avcruge figure. In certain organization!:> the pro· 
portion of co-opted members is as high us 22.8 per cent ( Kiev I 
and even 26.2 per cent ( Byclorussia), that is to sa}, in the h1llf•1 

Ca~ IUOr<' than l'IW 11uarter 0£ the plenum member!:> have })c>('ll 

co-opled. 
The pro port ion of co-opted members of di-;triC'l l'<11nmittOC';.. 

and city commillc<'s is as follows: in the i\losco\\ organization 
17 per Ct:"nl, in tlw Leningrad organization 17.2 per ccnl, in 
the Azov-Black Sea organization 17.5 per c<·nt, in t11e Dnicpro 
petrovsk organization 26.7 per cent, io the Byelorussian or­
ganization 28.9 per cent, in the Voronezh organization 29Jl 
per cent and in the Armenian organization 30 p<'r ct>nt, that i-. 
to Sa). in th<' lalter cac;e ne.uly one·third of tbt• mt•mlx·r-. h.1n· 
been co-opted. 

The proportion of co·optod memb<.·r:. of bureau., of distrtl't 
and city commillees fluctuates in the rnriou,, regional organ· 

• <.:0-0111: To add u member lo an elected b<)ll} "i1lwut a reffular 
cle<-tion.-Ed. 
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uutions from U to 59 per cent of the elected members. In the 
Wc&tern llc-gion, Armenia and the lvanovo and Karelian organ­
ilalion more than half the members of the bureau" of the dis· 
trict conuniltl'es and city committees have been co-opted. IL is 
difficult lo make out which of the member& \\-ho were originally 
•' k"'<:ted still remain. 

Co-option h:is nssumed such wide scope thal al the plenum 
of the Kiev Hegioual Committee, for example, held on October 
19, HH l, fourteen persons were co-opted lo the plenum al one 
..troke, among them Ashraf yan, Dzenis, Senchenko, TO<lcr 
.111d othe~ who have since been ex~osed a.« e1wmies of the 
!'arty. 

In l\..harkov, of the 158 members and thirty-four alternate 
memhc>rs of the city committee ele<:ted at the Fourth City 
Party Conference, only fifty-nine remain. The compoc;ition of 
t11e city committee can hardly be regarded R!- legitimate, sincl' 
only one-third of the elected members remain. Since the last 
Party conft'rence sixty-one persons hmc ht-t•n co-opted to the 
city committee. ~Ioreo,·er, with the exception of one comrade, 
the bureau of the cit)' committee conc;i&ts entirely of co-opted 
memberi.. 

You know the stale of affairs in the Kharkov Party organiza· 
tion to which this has led. 

H we now turn to various district Party committees, you 
) ourselves apparently possess enough material on the subject 
of co-option. I think that there are dozens of district com· 
millces where the majority of the members ha'e been co-opted 
and not elected. for instance, in the Mnlo·Archangel-.k District 
I Kursk Region) eighteen members out of twenty·Lhree were 
co-opted; in the Mtsensk district (Kursk Region) twenty-two 
out of twenty-six; in the Come! city committee ( Byelorussia) 
forty oul of fifty-two; in the Oranienbaum District (Leningrad 
Region) fifteen out of l\\enty-two; in the Ustyuga District 
I Leningrad Region) eleYen out of twelve, and so on. 

The practice of co-option is just as widespread in the case 
uf the bureaus of certain city committees and district com· 
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mittees. Of the twelve members of the Ulyanovsk city com· 
mittoo eleven was co-opted. Shchuchansk district committe<· 
(Chelyabinsk Region) all members of the bureau co-opted. 
Semjpalatinsk district committee (East Kazakhstan Region) 
all members of the bureau co-opted. Asbestovsk city commitle<' 
(Sverdlovsk Region)-all members of the bureau co-opt<'d. 
and so on. 

The methods of co-option have gone so far that co-option 
of members onto, or expulsion from a plenum is sometim<'s 
decided by a minority, that is to say, when there can be no 
question of legitimate qtforum. This shows that in a number 
of plnces the idea of a quorum has been obliterated, forgott<'n. 
For example, in the Lenin district, city of Kharkov, a plenum 
of the district committee together with the acth·e was helrl 
on April 4, 1936, al which the qu(!!,tion of expelling a whole 
crowd of people from the di.::;tricl committee was discussed. 
Notwithstanding the fact that some considerable time h11<­

elapsed since the well-known decision of the Central Committef· 
that aclhes should meet separately from plcnums, a plenum of 
the district committee was convened together with the actiH. 
Why was this necesc;ary? Because there were not enough elected 
members al the plenum. Only ten or e leYen members of thr 
city committee were present al the plenum, yet it ex­
pelled twelve of its members. Ten men sv. allowed up twehe 
men. 

The comrades ha,,e apparently forgotten that even in the 
days wht::n the Party was illegal and when co-option was a 
necessity, it was hedged around by a number of restrictions. 

There are organizations which do not rest at co-opting 
plenums. .For instance, a plenum of the Tuzhinsk district 
committee, Kirov Region, adopted a decision instructing the 
new bureau to co-opt members onto the district committee. 
In accordance with this decision the plenum of the bureau of 
the district committee co·opted seven persons, and endorsed the 
co·options made nt the plenum only after the lapse of five 
months; and, furthermore, only six legally elected members of 
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the plenum of the district committee were preseul when these 
-.even members of the district committee were confirmed. 

The practice of ignoring the elective principle and resorting 
to co-option instead has spread to very many leading organiza­
tiont1, and with their connivance the primary Party organiza. 
tions have followed in their footsteps. In Leningrad, for ex­
ample, the Party committee of the Kanonersky Factory was 
ck-cted before the Seventeenth Party Congress, and, with a 
Party committee consisting of only seven members, twenty-two 
members were co-opted in three years, that is to say, the Party 
committee replaced its members three times over without nor­
mal elections. 

At the Kirov Works only three of the elected members of 
the Party committee remain; the rest have all been co-opted. 

\t the Zhdanov Works thirty-one persons were co-opted onto 
the Party committee at various times. 

Owing to the fact that the established frequency of elections 
i.,, ignored and that co-option has become a widespread phe­
nomenon, a number of organizations have forgotten whom they 
t!lreted. This alone can explain facts like the one you read about 
}estcrday in Pravda, when the Odessa regional Party com­
mittee lost one of its members, Comrade Oleinikov, and re· 
membered him only two years later when he himself was dis­
turbed by the fact that nobody bothered about him or called 
upon him and went to see the regional committee. 

In the Red Ceramics Works in Borovichi, Leningrad Region, 
tho Party organization on January 4, 1937, discussed the elec­
tion of additional members to the Party committee. I quote 
from the minutes: "Comrade Rodionov, secretary of the Party 
committee, reported on the fulfilment of the instructions given 
him by the Party meeting to 'ascertain by documents' the com­
position of the Party committee. He stated that in accordance 
with the documents in the possession of the Party committee, 
Svidersky, Kuznetsova, Danilov and Rodionov were members 
of the Party committee. Cromov, Sokolov and Kalinin figured 
io the list of members of the Party committee, but their mem· 
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bership is not confirmed by docume11ls. HC'!>olved: To introduce 
clarity into the composition of the Party committoo and to 
elect capable comrades to supplement it." 

Incidentally, at the meeting itself, two members of th<' 
Party committee, who were regarded as having been legally 
elected, categorically denied this, and earnest attempts were 
made to persuade them that they were mistaken. The secretaq 
of the Party committee subsequent!) related ho\> difficult it 
was to fulfil the instructions given him lo "find" the mem­
bers of the Party commitlce: "Oh, I bearched and searched 
for the members of the Party committee, and it Y.as only with 
the greatest difficulty that I found them." 

Such is the slate of alTairs with regard to the gross viola 
lions of the laws of our Party which prescribe the election of 
Party organs, and \\ith regard lo the super!>e-<sion of the ell'C· 
ti\e principle by the practice of co-option, a practice which it< 
incompatible with the spirit and traditions of our Part). 

INTERNAL PARTY DEMOCRACY-A."' UNnREAKABLE 

PARTY LAW 

REGARDii'\G the war the election;. themselves are practiced. 
The machinery of election is oftrn .. uch that Party mem­

bers are deprived of the opportunil) of freelr e\vre ... sing their 
opinion of the candidates or of e:1.nci ... in;? the right of oh· 
jecling lo and criticizing unsuitable candidate:.. The election« 
are not organized so as lo ensure Party membc>1,, a real op· 
porlunily lo Le-.t ever} candidate, but so as lo carry through 
the elections as quickly and as simply as po,,sible and tu 
escape irl..~ome criticism of candidates by Part} members. It 
is usually done as follows: several days before the conferenct• 
the secretary of the Party coromiuee jots down a preliminar) 
I ist of candidates somewhere in bis notebook. Then a mcetin~ 
of secretaries is called at which the list is drawn up. Then tJ-ie 
candidates are discussed in the council of seniors and al a 
delegate meeting. The discussion of the candidates is thus con· 
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fined to various closed preliminary conferences of a '·famil y"' 
character, without any special "bother''. 

It is quite clear that if the conferences of secretaries and 
delegates ha'e setlled the question in advance, it is extremely 
difficult to secure the rejection of any particular candidate 
at a general meeting or conference. As a rule. at the conferences 
1hcm-ehc., no di--cu,,ion of the candidates is opened, the vote 
is tal..c11 011 the "hol1• Ji..,t and not on th<' indi,idual can di· 
date<1, and the election procedure is thus converted into a sheer 
forma lity. The idea at the conference i" speed. A chairman is 
cho~n ~ho, tucking up his sleews, can "run through" the 
election of the li"t in about twenty minutes. In this way we 
get a manift><1t:ition of complete unanimity, and at the same 
time there is no opportunity to raise any serious objections. 
Jn.,.tead of enabling people at the conference it"t'lf to participate 
in the discussion, instead of opening the way for broad criti· 
ei"m and objections to the nominated candidates, the whole 
thing is reduced lo a narrow organizational "technique" which 
has only one purpo:-e-to build a barrier against criticism by 
the Party members. 

Such practices Me incompatible with the spirit and trlldi­
tions of our Part} and with the tasks that confront us. It is a 
\ iolation of the legitimate rights of the Party members, a 
violation of Party democrac), in a veiled form. 

On the subject of co·optfon I should like to muke one more 
remarl... l should like lo refer to the experience of the Central 
Commitlee of our Party. If our local workers learned more 
from the Central Committee, we should not have permitted the 
unbridled co-option which hns been prncticcd in a number of 
organizations. During the whole course of it~ existence the 
Central Committee has not co·opted a single member or alter­
native member. This is a practice unknown to the Central 
Committee. 

The next scriou:i defect as for as respect for the principles of 
internal Party democracy is concnned is the widespread prac­
tice of appointing Party lenders secretaries of Party com· 
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mittees. This practice must be altered in the following way: if 
a Party committee proposes to change the Party leadership or 
11 lower organization and has selected a candidate for the 
purpose, it shall be obliged, before applying for confirmation 
or the candidature by the higher Party instance, to submit it for 
discussion to the organization to which the secretary is being 
recommended, and only then apply to the higher organization 
for confirmation. 

We have many secretaries of Party committees who are not 
elected me.rnbers of the Party committee. I could name several 
dozen people who ore secretaries of Party committees but have 
not been elected to the Party commillees. They were appointed. 
given a mandate, arrived, and immediately took up their job, 
while the old secretary, as a rule, gives no account of his term 
of office. "Sell·reports" are very widely practiced, but it i~ 

clear that reports of Party committees to the Party member~ 
are practiced all too little. 

With regard to self.reports. In the form in which the self· 
reports of Communists are usually made they are a bureau· 
cratic insult to Party members. In most cases self ·reports are 
an occasion for delving into the private life, the family affairs 
of the Communist, and not for ascertaining whether be is 
pla}ing a vanguard role and what work he is performing 
among the masses. What do these self.reports consist of? This 
is shown by certain facts. The Party organization of the Dzer· 
zhinsky collecthe farm, Matveyev District, Orenhurg Region, 
hears the self-report of a Party member named Sidorov, and 
this is the record: "He does not read or subscribe to news­
papers. He lives on fairly good terms with his wife and also 
with bis children .... Note be taken that Sidorov does not do 
enough to educate his family." This is a typical self-report. 

This same organizntion recorded the self-report of Party 
member Mazin, who was in the habit of beating his wife, as 
follows: "Prohibit domestic stupidities. He must create a good 
family spirit without delay." 

The Party organization of the Amosov State Farm, Ka-

20 



takhstan, beard the self-report of a Party member named 
Selirov and adopted the following trenchunt decision: "Heard: 
-.clf-report of Selirov. Resolved: That Sclirov be arrested." 

A VorCE: Whet for? 
ZHDANOV: It is another question "c must a!lk here: has a 

Party organization the right lo arrest its members? The Cello" 
had to pay for his report with his skin! 

Jn many Party organizations the importance of plenum,,, 
as organs of collective leader::ohip, is lowered. Plenums meet 
very rarely, and mostly for the discuc;sion of ceremonial or 
genrral questions, while local affairs arc rare I y discu--sed. 
Elt.."CtioM and similar questions., a!I I have already !laid. 
are discussed and decided in the ah~n<'e of Ute nPce~sar) 
quorum. 

In 1936 the \ echi di!>trict committee, Gorky He;; ion, ditl not 
.,ummon a single plenum. In the Veselo\' di!'ltrict, Dniepro· 
petrovsk Region, no plenum was held for ten month!!. In 1936 
not a "ingle plenum was held in the Chelhinsk district and 
other district committees in the Tatar Republic for l>C\t."ll 

or eight months. What sort of collective leadership is this? 
A similar defect is to be observed in the primaiy Part) 

organizations and results in lowering the importance of ou1 
elective organiuitions. 

The draft resolution points out that we must create n stnte 
of affairs in the primary Party organizations which will guar· 
m1tee strict observance of the procedure of electing Part} 
committees at general meetings of the factory Party organiza. 
lion, and prevent the latter being superseded by conferences. 
TI1e draft resolution also points to the necessity of putting a 
tilop to the practice that prevails in a number of primar} Party 
organizations whereby general meetings are virtually aboli.;hed 
and superseded by shop meetings and conferences. 

Picture tho situation in a large factory witJt 1,000 or 1,500 
Party members. I nstead of a general meeting of the Part) 
organization of the factory being called for Ute purpose of 
electing the Party committee, a factory conference is callt>d 
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on the basis of one delegate for every three Party members. 
ThllS the general Party meeting of the factory is replaced by 
a conference at which the elections are held; in other words, 
two out of e\er} three persons arc virtually deprived of the 
opportunity of voting. Can this be tolerated? Obviously, it 
rannot be tolerated und<'r any circumstance:,. 

The importance of general meetingl> is lowered. In a number 
of organizations general Party meetings are rarely held and 
very little attention is paid to local Party affairs. 

The principles of internal Party democracy are also violated 
by the way preparations are made for Party meetings. "hen 
the members of the Party are not duly informed of the que,,. 
tions to be discussed. 

Regarding resolutions at Party meetings. Resolutions on cer­
tain questions are drawn up a long time ahead, or arc scribbled 
at the meeting itself by people skilled in this S-Ort of thing, 
without any reference to what is snid in the di<.cussion. Our 
people are very partial to the formula: a draft decision to be 
framed "on the basis of the opinions exchanged"- "hen in 
fact no attention whatever is paid to the "opinions exchanged." 

This betrays a gro!>S disrespect for the legitimat<' rights of 
the members, who are the masters of the Party. 

Lack of order and unscrupulous negligence are displayed b} 
our people with regard to Party documents and decisions. \Ve 
should all learn from the attitude shown by the Central Com­
mittee to Party documents. While "e have now enhanced the 
importance of the membership card and the re...,pecl it enjoys, 
this cannot be said of many other Party documents. How are 
they framed, executed, filed? Carelessly. We mu!-l learn from 
the Central Committee lo h11ndle every Party document "ith 
accuracy and care. Too much carelessncs-. and rwgligcnce are 
displayed by our Party organizations in this rtspect. 

It is by no means an unimportant matter, for instance, 
whether the members of the bureau of n Party committee have 
been supplied with material for the discussions at their sillings 
or not, or whether they receive it a day before or only at the 

22 



sitting it-,clf. This is also a way of ensuring internal Party 
democracy. 

These questions may bCCm trifli11g ones, but in the long run 
they do us harm, because they hamper the growth of the active 
and prevent it taking an active and independent part in the 
life of the Purl). Thiti gives rise lo hectoring and so on. 

I should like to mention another example of violation of the 
principles of collective leadership. I am referring to what are 
known as the " triangles". In a number of our organizations, 
under the gui~ of the "triangle", consisting of the secretary of 
the Party committee, tlw director of the factory or institution 
and the chairman of the local trade union organization, there 
1•xists a peculiar organization which stands apa1 t from the 
normal elected organs (the Party committee and trade union 
committee), which functions officially and regularly and which 
i<> not pro"idcd for by any Party or So'"iet law. It meets, adopts 
decii;ions, issues instructions for executions, and so on. From 
the standpoint of collecth•e leadership, from the standpoint of 
the maintenance of proper relations among the Party organ· 
ization, the busine::.s organization and the trade union organ· 
ization, the triangle is an absolutely impermissible form. It 
i-, a family circle, a mutual understanding to make it difficult lo 

criUcize. Once these three people have come to an understand­
ing, just try to criUcize them! It robs the Party and trade union 
organizations of their character, disarms them in combating 
defects of business administration and, on the other hand, 
&~arms the business administrator himsel£, becau.-.e the triangle 
is c;omething in the nature of a corporate managing body, 
v.hereas our methods of business managt•ment are built on 
rntirel) different lines. 

The triangles are a parody, a caricature, a substitute for 
collective leadership. W'bat doc;; this lead to? Take Leningrad, 
where at the Kalinin Factory they expelled a Communist from 
the Party for criticizing the improper way the factorr manage· 
ment directed the Stakhanov movement, for pointing lo defects 
in leader.ship. He was listed as a trouble m.alcr. We rcin-
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stated him in tho Party and punished those who bad treat.ed 
him in this illegal and gross manner. But I.he fact itself was 
made possible by the existence of the triangle, which has come 
to an understanding beforehand. The factory manager came 
to the triangle and said: "This is intolerable, the management 
is being abused." He was seconded by the Party secretary and 
tho chairman of the trade union committee. In this way criti· 
cism is stifled, which makes it difficult for the workers of 
such a factory to get at the truth. 

It seems to me that the time has come to raise the question 
of abolishing the triangles. 

Wherein lies the harm caused by the violations of the prin­
ciples of democratic centralism I have mentioned? IL lies in 
the fact that this practice hampers the growth of the activity 
and independent intitiative of Party members, blunts the feel­
ing of the members that I.hey are the masters of the Party, 
hinders the ideological and political growth of Party mem­
bers, deprives Party members of their legal right to control 
the activities of Party organs, and in this way prevents proper 
relations between the leaders aud the members of I.he Party 
and weakens the Party in the face of the tasks it has to accom· 
plish. 

EUYINATE EVERYTHING THAT RlNDERS THE GROWTH 

OF THE PARTY ACTIVE • 

E VERYBODY realizes what vast cadres we require so as to 
accomplish successfully the tasks dictated by the develop· 

ment of socialist construction in all spheres, by the introduction 
of the new Constitution and by the further struggle for com· 
munism, what a large number of devoted and self-sacrificing 
comrades we need both within the Party and outside the Party, 
among non-Party people! 

We must eliminate from our Party practice everything that 

• Leading members of the rank and file.-Ed. 
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hampers and prevents the growth of the active, the develop­
ment of its independent initiative and the enhancement of its 
role in the leadership of Party life and the disc11&>ion of all 
questions of Party policy, as is enjoined by the principles of 
internal Party democracy. 

Comrade Stalin is always teaching us that the Party active 
has a special political significance in the life of our Party. 
ft is the vehicle by which the decisions of our Party are car­
ried into effect. After a Party decision bas been adopted its 
fate lies with the active. The Party active is the expression of 
the public opinion of the Party. 

It is because our Party was able to forge and train a large 
active in the spirit of Lenin and Stalin that we succeeded in 
Jccomplishing the basic tasks of socialist construction and in 
~uring such gigantic and fabulous victories. 

It was precisely to further this th:it, on the initiative of 
Comrade Stalin, the Central Committee adopted the decision 
to summon Party acti\'es to discuss the decisions of the Central 
Committee of the C.P.S.U. 

And it is for this reason that we must eliminate everything 
that hinders the numerical increase of our active, its ideolog· 
ical and political gro\\ tl1, its Bolshevik steeling, its organ­
izational consolidation. The tasks that confront us in the sphere 
of !locialist construction and in connection with the forth. 
coming new democratic elections raise the important question 
of enhancing the activity of every Communist. 

Every one of the 2,000,000 members of our Party must be 
activized to the maximum degree, every Communist must be an 
acti\,e organizer, agitator and propagandist for the cause of the 
Party. It is from tl1is standpoint that our organizational, agita­
tional and propaganda work must be reconstructed. 

One remark on propaganda work. The chief defect of our 
propaganda work, a defect to which the Central Committee has 
repeatedly pointed, is that it is often conducted in a scholastic 
way, divorced from Lhe current, Lhe urgenl daily tasks of the 
Party. Our propaganda must be so organized that Lbe purpose 
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of every propagandit>l circle and e'ery ~hool Jiould be to 
train Communists so that the increase in knowledge and pt•r· 
fection of Party members in the ~cicnce of ~1arxism-Lenink-m 
~ould not be an aim in ibelf, but a means of training acliH 
propagandists for the cau"C of the Party. Tbis must be bornt' 
in mind as one of the moc;t important principles of our prop· 
aganda work. 

Unless we get rid of the grave sho1tcomingt. in our internal 
Party practices and, in the firi.,L place, put a stop to the viola­
tions of internal Party democracy and the elective principle. 
we shall not be ablo lo solve thl' n<.'w tasks of the Part)- that 
arise from the democrntic electioni., and the Party organiza· 
lions may prove bankrupt in the face of thc:.t• tasks. And if w<.' 

want to carry out the elections under the ne\\ electoral system 
a~ is demanded by the Party and a<1 is demanded by the Con­
.. Litutioo, if we want our So' ict and Party Y.orkers to respect 
our laws and the musses to respect the So\'iel Constitution, we· 
must secure a reorganization of Party work based on the com­
plete and unconditional observance of the principles of in­
ternal Party democracy laid down b) the rules of our Part~ . 

• • • 

In pursuance of this, we must adopt the following measures: 
First, we must unconditionally eliminutt• the practice of CO· 

option and restore the principle of clt'cting the leading organs 
of the Party organizations in accordance with the Party rules. 

Second, wo must forbid voting by lists in the election of 
Party organs and replace open voting by !>ecret voting. In thll< 
connection the Party members must be cn<1ured the unrestricted 
right to rai~ objections to the nominiltcd candidates and the 
unre ... trictcd right to criticize the,oe candidatt•s. 

In this conn<..-ction, in view of thi· -.erious violations of the 
el('(.'ti\e principle by our Part} organizations, we must within 
tho next two months hold elections of Part} org:ms, from the 
Party committees of the primar) organizations to the terri· 
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torial and regional committees and the Central Commiu~ of 
the national Communist Parties, the elections to be completc•d 
before the end of .Ma). In future the frequency of elections of 
Party organs laid down in Lhe Party rules must be observed: in 
the primary Party organizations once a year; in the district 
,md city organizations, once a year; in the territorial, regional 
.md republican organizations, once every eighteen months. 

As regards Party meetings, we must categorically condemn 
and prohibit the practice of replacing general Party meetings 
Ly shop meetings or conferences, and we must not allow two· 
~Lage elections in Party organizations, but must make it thr 
practice that primary Party organs should be elected directly at 
general meetings. 

Such are the proposals I was called upon to formulate h<'rt>. 
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REPLY TO THE DISCUSSION 

(Concluding Speech of A. A. ZlulaTLov at the PleTLum of thR 
Central Committee of the C.P.S.U., Februar) 27, 1937) 

COMRADES, in the dic:.cussion the question of reconstructin~ 
t11e work of other orgnnizationc;, chiefly Soviet orgnniZil· 

tions, was raic:.cd and discuc;scd. Mention was made of tlte tra.k 
unions, the \ oung Communist League and other mass organ· 
izations. This is a very important mallt>r and, or course, Wt" 

shall ha\c lo reconstruct these orgtnizations before the elec· 
lions along tlte lines of tltc work we shall have lo perform in 
the Party organization. 

The condition for the reconstruction of the Sovi<'L, trade 
union and Young Communi~t League organizations is the 
preliminary reconstruction of tlte Party organization itself, 
which is the principal guiding force and the leading nucleus of 
all our organizations, as is inscribed in our Constitution. I do 
not think tlrnt we should refrain e'en now from working for 
a decided improvement in the work of the mass organizations. 
trade unions, Soviets, Youn;; Communic:t League and so forth: 
but a genuine reconstruction of the work will of course depend 
on the degree to which the Party organiintions--which is the 
fundamental thing-succeed in reconstructing tltemselves. 

Now, as to the violations of tlte elective principle by Part} 
organizations, the prevalence of co-option and oilier violationi> 
of internal Party democracy and the principles of democratic 
centralism. IL is apparent from the discussion that mallcrs have 
gone very far, lhut the habits and survhals of the past are etill 
firmly entrenched in the minds of our people, \\ho have been 
carried away by our big achievements. The;,e habits and sur· 
vi\'als are undoubtedly associated with the non-Marxist views 
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which were flayed by Comrade Stalin as early as 19'24 at the 
Thirteenth Party Conference and which are due to the abso­
lutely non-Marxist idea that our Party is "not an independent 
organism living its own independent ideological and prac­
tical life, hut something in the nature of a system of instilu· 
tion'<, lower, intermediate und higher". Comrade Stalin pointed 
out at the time that it was the immediate task of the Party 
to combat thCS6 views. Comrade Stalin's recommendations 
:.hould be r<'called in connection with the bureaucratic perver· 
i.ions of the principles of democratic centralism. 

A number of comrades, and Comrade Khatayevich most 
ronvincingly, spoke here of a certain divorcement of the re­
'>ponsihle workers from Party life. 

Citing the Dniepropetrovsk organization as an example, 
Comrade Khutayevich showed how over-preoocupation with 
current business affairs leads to a loss of taste for Party work 
and lo a slackening of Party work. This situation is a typical 
one. It should be realized that when we become absorbed in 
petty business affairs to the detriment of Party work, we are 
forgetting that nobody will do the Party work for us. Guidance 
of Party work is the chief function of Party workers; the re­
.. ponsibility for the ctate of this work lies wholly and entirely 
on them. 

The speech of Comrade Kubukov shows that Party work is 
being seriously forgotten by a. number of organizations. Com­
rade Kabakov spoke about e\·erything except Party work. He 
:ipoL.e about the cinema, cinema equipment and the radio. These 
are all very important and very essenti11l things. But when 
Comrade Molotov asked Comrade .K.abakov point blank what 
tbe situation was in the Urals with regard to co-option, he 
evaded the question. Consequently, questions of Party work 
ilre not the chief thing that interests Comrade Kahakov. This 
.,.hows that underestimation of Party work has not been over­
come, that the necessary change of attitude in this matter has 
not yet been achieved, and that we must begin with the leaders. 
\ change in attitude toward Party work depends entirely on 
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the change in the altitude of the leaders of the Party orgau­
izations. 

A few words about election procedure. Comrades 1>poke here 
about the necessity of issuing im.truclions on hov. to conduct 
the secret ballot- whether by the ballot box and ballot slip sy:>­
lcm, or by the ball 1>yslem. Thi<1 is a very important question, 
but what v.e need now is not instructions but lo knO\\ whether 
the principle itself i., appro,·ed. ~obodr hen· obj(>cted Lo the 
principle of the secret ballot; on the contrary, comrade!' 
11ttessed the c-<lrcme importance and significance of the ~cret 
ballot in the matter of securing renl freedom of election. 'llw 
process of elt><:lion it5t>lf will apparently be divided into two 
stage". The fir:.l stage will be an ab:.olutcly ope11 discussion of 
the candidates. Everybody will have the right lo nominate and 
advocate any candidate for election lo the Party commillt•t·. 
Thal is the fir:-t stage. Then after the candidates have been di,.. 
cus.c:ed, the vole will be taken by secn•l ballot. 

The procedure practiced in the ek"Ction of the Central Com­
miuce at Party cougre:-ses, where voting is b} secret ballot, 
may be taken as a model and example. I think that this pro· 
oedure may he borrowed in its enlirl'I) by the Party organi1.11-
tioni, in the localities. 

Now as rcg.irds co-option. Certui11 rnmradt>'I poi11ted out that 
the extensive practice of co-option i!o due lo the necessil} of 
re-allocating i;e<:tt!laries and oth<·r responsible Party leader!-, 
and conscqut-ntl ) LL' adopt them onto Lhe Party committees. 
If the elections iu Party organization.., are held precisely al the 
times establi~hed, no difficulty will ari--e from the fact that a 
man remains unelt.'Cted for two or th rt>t• mouths. lie will ful fil 
tho duties of i.-1>cr1>lary but will not be a member of the P art' 
committee, and muy be put up for election to the Party com­
mittee al the forthcoming conference. At present a Party leader 
becomes a member of the Party cornmillee al the same time 
that he is assigned to a particular Purly post. That is by no 
means obligatory. Let him fulfil the duties of secretary until 
the confcrenet> is held without being n member of the Part' 
commillee. 
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Another remark. Co·oplion was lo a certain extent due lo th<' 
turno,er of re. ... ponsiblc workers, to the frequent transfers of 
workers. 

Comrades who spoke here referred Lo the ·'paucily" of 
cadres whirh, it was claimed, necesc;itateQ a constanl 1egroup· 
ing and transfer of people. They forget th<it the rc;,crves and 
po&>ibilities we posse:,g of advancing new cadres are exception­
ally great. Ju:.l see ho'' fast Party people and non-Parly people 
clevelop, just see hov. rapidly the Stakhanovites de,elop, <tnd 
not only tho Stakhano\ites. And take the movement of the 
v. ivc.:, of Red Army commanders and indu~trial executhe::, re­
call the l'('CCnl all-Union conferences. In rc<1pect to the vivid­
ness, pithiness and value of their ullerane<>s, in rcspe<:l to their 
--eleclion of ne\\ forms and methods of agitation, in rc ... pecl to 
the wealth of subject~ they dealt "ith and the content and 
form of their speeche~. ( give you Jn}' word, many of them 
could teach a point or two to our stereotyped and humdrum 
agitators. 

We have ma!>Ses of people around us, people who should 
have been advanced long ago; but we fail to notice them be­
cause 0£ our lack of democracy. Our lack of democracy p1 e­
vents us noticing new people. And many people are kept wait­
ing too long, and having been kept wailing too long; having 
been forgotten, they ht-come a reser\'e of di:.;:atisfied people 
within our Partr. From this standpoinl lhc adoption of the 
secret ballot and of the real elecli\C principle in our Party 
organitations will help us lo draw upon the 'ast reserve of 
cadres we posses~. Lenin said, al a time when we really had 
very few ca<ln·"I, that we must punish those who say that we 
ha .. c few cadre.q. 

A word or two about agitation. Comrade::. were right when 
they said here that our agitation chiefly embraces the foremost 
workers and individual collective farms. IL absolutely does not 
extend to vast sections of people who are prepared lo help us. 
who are prepared at any moment lo respond lo our call, to 
become our friends, to become non-Party Boli,heviks. I um 
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.11luding lo the intellectuals, office workel'b, housewive!, and 
not only to them. It muo.t be blw1tly stated that our agitational 
work does not embrace e\'en all the workers in the large fac· 
tories, while in the rural di.,tricts we are working only in a 
part of the collecthe farm'-. We have collecti\e farms which are 
\:isited by di.:trict functionarie,, two or three times a year, but 
there are many collective farms, mo~t of them weak ones-and 
that is the chief danger- in out-of ·the-way places, to which 
Comrade Eiche referred, which nobody ever visits because they 
are ignored. This is ab4'0lutel) wrong; we must intensify our 
work precisely among those workers, collective farmers, office 
employees and other member'I of the working population whom 
our political influence has not yet sufficiently embraced. 

Our agitation frequent!) does not provide frank and direct 
..in,,wers to the questions ruised by the workers. We receive a 
host of questions and responses in connection with every one 
-0f our measures. Lists of these questions are drawn up by the 
Party committees, but answers to the questions are very fre­
quently not given, difficult questions are evaded. That is wrong; 
our agitation must be truthful, our agitation must furn ish a 
reply to all the questions raised by the workers, and they must 
not be left without attention, without a reply, because if we 

do not rep I y to them, somebody el~ will- nature abhors a 
vacuum. 

And, last, as to our ugitational collectives, the work of which 
is also extremely neglected. They also for the most part serve 
the mills and factories. But as regards agitators who would 
work in dwelling hou--cs, unhersities and technical colleges, 
among office workers and intellectuals - this is a matter which 
our Party organizations have not yet begun lo tackle. We must 
acquire cadres of such people too. The opportunities here are 
exceptional. Everything is in our hands--radio, cinema, news· 
papers, and the devil only knows how many other means of 
agitation. 

Are we utilizing these means? Quite inadequately. The ques· 
tion is to put this work on a proper footing, and that is a 
very big thing. 
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PREPARATION OF THE PARTY ORGANIZATIONS FOR 
TIIE ELECTIONS TO TUE SUPREME SOVIET OF THE 
U.S.S.R. UNDER THE NEW ELECTORAL SYSTEM AND 
THE CORRESPONDING REORGANIZATION OF PARTY 

POLITICAL WORK 

Resolution Adopted b-y the Plenum of the Central Committee 
of tlU! C.P.S.U. in Connection wiih the Report of 

Comrade Zhdanov, February 27, 1937 

THE introduction of the new Con<:titution of the u.s.~.H 
s ignifies a definite change in the political life of the coun­

try. The essence of this change is the further dcmocratizatio11 
of the electoral system. as expre 'lt'cl in the replacement of not 
entirely equal suffrage in electionc; to the Soviets by equal suf­
frage, indirect elections by direct electionc; and open ballot 
by secret ballot. 

Whereas before the introduction of the new Con~titution 
there were restrictions of suffrage in the case of the clergy. 
former White Guards, the former rich and persons not en­
gaged in socially useful labor, the new Constitution climinatt'~ 
all restrictions of suffrage for th~ categoric., of citizens and 
inaugurates universal suffrage in the elections of deputies. 

Whereas formerly the elections of delegates were not equal. 
since there existed different rates of representation for thf· 
urban and rural populations, now the necessity of re~tricting 
the equality of elections has disappeared and all citizens ore 
entitled to participate in the elections on an equal footing. 

Whereas formerly the elections of the intermediate and 
higher organs of Soviet power were iJ1direct, now under the 
new Constitution all Soviets, from village nnd city Soviets to 
the Supreme Soviet, will be elected immediately by the citizem 
by direct elections. 
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Whereas formerly deputies to the Soviets were elect1..-d by 
open ballot and by lie.ts, now deputie:. will be elected by bCCret 
ballot, and not by lists but by individual candiclature:t nomi­
nated in each electoral area. 

Lastly, the Con<;titution introduce.. popular camas~ 

t referendums). 
These changes in the electoral :.}:.tt•rn signify increa~d con· 

trol of the masses over the Soviet organs and increased re· 
e..ponsibility of the Soviet organs to the masses. 

The effect of the introduction of univer<1al, equal und direct 
suffrage by secret ballot will be to enhance the political 
acli";ty of the ma'\.~ and to enli~t new :.Lrata of the laboring 
population in the work of admini&tering the stale. The dicta­
torship of the proletariat will thus become a more flexible and, 
consequently, a more powerful syi;tem of stale guidance of 
sociNy by the worl.ing class, the buse of the dictatorship of 
the working class will be broadened and its foundations will 
become firmer. 

In order to meet this change fully prepared, the Party mu .. t 
assume charge of it and see to it that its leadership is folly 
in;.ured in the forthcoming elections to the supreme organ!­
of the country. 

Are the Party organizations prepar<'d for leadership of this 
kind? 

What is required of the Party so that it may assume charge 
of this change, ao;sume charge of the new, thoroughly demo­
cratic elections? 

\Vhat is required i~ that the Party it,elf should consistent!) 
practise democracy, that it should thoroughly apply the prin­
ciplei.. of democratic centralism in its internal life as the Party 
rul<'S demand, that the necessary conditions should exist within 
the Party itself for the el<-ctiou of all Pnrty organs, that criti­
cism and self-criticism ~hould be fully developed, that the 
responsibility of Party organs to the members of the Party 
should be complete, and that the Party members themselve::­
should be active to the highest degree. 
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Can it be ~aid that all the Party organizations are already 
prepart>d to fulfil the-.e conditions. that they ha,·e completel) 
rt'nrganized themsi>fwo; on democratic line~? 

Unfortunately, this cannot be said with ab:;olute assurance. 
This i~ shown h)' the violations of the Party rules and the 

principlrs of internnl dt•n:ocracy practiced in certain organ· 
izations. 

What are these ~ iolations? 
The principle o[ election of Party organs laid cfown in tlw 

Party ruff'<; has been 'iolnted b) a number of organization:;. 
Tiu• frequency of election of Party organs laid down in thr 
Party rules is not obc:ened by Party organization<1. The entird~ 
unjuf'tifiable practice of co·opting leading workers as mem­
ber<; of plenums of district committees, city committe~, ter­
ritorial committees, regional committees and central com· 
millees of national Communist Parties has become widespread. 

The sy:,tem laid down in the Party rules \\hereby sccretarie~ 
of Party committees are endorsed by superior bodies has vir· 
tually been transformed into a l'ystcm of appointment in the 
en~ of a number of Party organizations. Secretaries of Party 
committees are frequently endorsed before their election by 
the local Party organizations, and the rc!<ult of this is 
virtually to deprive local Party organization~ of the oppor­
tunity of discussing the candidature of thi> rc·ccimmended 
Y.Orkn. 

Endor!iCment of elected perso1111 and removal of per-;ons from 
po;it<; an• often decided by a <~am·ass of the opinion of mem· 
bers of Party organizations and without the tW\' workers be­
ing recommended to the plenum of the Part) rommillce, and 
also without the motives for removing a giq•n Purl} leader 
being explained to the Party organizations. 

As regards election of Part} organs, the pr<1ctice still pre­
\•ails o( di~cussing the li<:ts of candidates only al preliminary 
conf<>rrnce", councils of c;eniors. or delegate me<'tinirs, and a~ 
a rule no discussion of the indi\'idual candidate!- is opt•ned at 
the plcnwni; and conference~ thcmst>lve.,. votin~ i .. by li:.t and 
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not by individual candidates, and in this way the election 
procedure is converted into a mere formality. 

All thci;e instances of violation of the principles of demo­
cratic centrali!:m are injurious to the Party, as they hamper 
the growth of the activity of the members of the Party, deprive 
the active, which has a special political significance in the 
life of our Party, of the opportunity of participating in the 
responsible work, deprive the Party members 0£ their legiti· 
mate right to control the activities of the Party organs, and 
thereby disturb proper relations between the leaders and the 
masses of the Party. 

Striking examples of such practices are provided by the 
cases recently disclosed by the Central Committee of the C.P. 
S.U. of extreme deterioration of Party political work in the 
Azov-Black Sea Territorial Committee, the Kiev Regional Com­
mittee, the Central Committee of the Ukrainian Communist 
Party and in other Party organizations, finding expression in 
gross violations of the Party rules and the principles of demo· 
cralic centralism h) departures from the principle of electing 
Party organs and the introduction of the intolerable practice 
of co-option. 

The plenum of the Central Committee of the C.P.S.U. em­
phasizes the fact that the examples of incorrect leadership 
disclosed in the case of the Kiev Regional Committee and the 
Azov-Black Sea Territory are not isolated instances but are 
pr~nt in one degree or another in all the territorial and 
regional Party organizations. 

The plenum of the Central Committee of the C.P .S.U. con­
siders that the elimination of these and similar defects con· 
stitutes that indispensable condition without which the Party 
cannot accomplish the new tasks that confront it in connection 
with the change in the political life of the country, the adop­
tion of the new Constitution and the forthcoming elections to 
the supreme organs of the country on tlte basis of universal, 
equal and direct suffrage by secret ballot. 

It 1s therefore necessary to reorganize Party work from 
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the standpoint of the complete and uncondition.il upplic<1tion 
of the principles of internal Pe1rty democracy <is prP:.;cribed in 
the Party rules. 

The plenum of the Central Committee of Liu: C.P.S.U. con· 
siders it necessary to adopt and enjoins all Patl) orgnnilation. 
to carry out the following measures: 

1. To eliminate the practice of co-opting member& of Partr 
committees and lo restore the princ.iplc of election of the 
leading organs of Party organizations in accordance ~ith th<' 
Party rules. 

2. To forbid voting by lists in electioni. of Party organ'-. 
Voting should be on indi\;dual candidate.«, and every mem· 
her of the Party should be insured the unre'-lricte<I right to 
raise objections to candidates and to criticize them. 

3. To introduce the secret ballot in election of candidates to 
Party organs. 

4. To hold elections of Party organs in all Party organiza· 
tioni:, from the Party committees of primary Party organize· 
lions to territorial and regional commillees and the otntul 
committees of tl1e national Communist Partil·~. the cl<>clions to 
be completed not later than May 20. 

5. To enjoin all Party organizations strictly to observe the 
freque~y of election of Party organs laid down in the Part) 
rules: in the primary Party organizations once a year, in the 
district and city organizations once a year, in the regional, 
territorial and republican organizations once everr eighteen 
months. 

6. To insure that the primary Party organizationi. stnctl) 
observe the system of electing Party committees at general 
meetings of the factory organization and that the latter should 
not be superseded by conferences. 

7. To eliminate the practice prevailing in a number of 
primary Party organizations of virtually abolishing general 
meetings and replacing general meetings by shop meetings and 
con ferencea. 
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SELF-CRITICISM AND CONTACT WITH THE MASSES! 

Editorial in Pravda, Central Organ of the Communist Party 
of lite Soviet Union, March 6, 1937 

THE recent plenum of the Central Committee will con.,titute 
an important page in the history of our Party. Tbe im· 

mcnse significance of the plenum is due lo a number of causes, 
first and foremost lo the fact that it was held soon after the 
introduction of Stalin's Constitution, which marks a definite 
change in the political life of the country. 

The task of the plenum was to verify how far all links of the 
Party were really prepared to meet this change. The great sig· 
nificance of the plenum lies in the decisions it adopted, which, 
with the sharpness and self-critical spirit characteristic of Bol­
.;heviks, expose grave defects and mistakes in the work of the 
Party organizations and indicate effective measures for the 
elimination of these unhealthy manifestations and their con· 
'-equcnces. 

The Stalin Constitution registered the great achievements 
of the socialist state of workers and peasants. Tile successes 
gained in the cause of the Party and in the cause of com· 
muni'lm are indeed great. Their positi\"e significance is im· 
men ... e. But there is also a seamy side to these successes. In 
tho case of people who are not sufficiently tried and experi· 
enced, success, as Comrade Stalin has frequently pointed out, 
engenders hoastfulnc$s, pride, lack of vigilance and un idiotic 
devil-may-care attitude. 

Many leaders of Party organizations have forgotten that the 
Soviet power has so far been established only on one-sixth of 
1hc surface of the globe and that our country is encircled by 
capitalism. And capitalist encirclement is not an empty phrase. 

38 



Bourgeois countries have always sent scouts, spies and wrecker!\ 
even into each other's territories w itb the object of disorgan· 
izing and undermining the power of neighboring slates. Tht> 
bourgeoisie, which dominates five-sixths of the world's surface. 
cannot and never will reconcile itself to the success of the 
socialist state of workers nnd pea.,ants. And the fascist !.late~ 
in particular rage against the Soviet Union. The capitali!'t~ 
send considerably more spies into our country than into other 
bourgeois countries. The Trot~kyites arc a real find for inter· 
national fo"'Cic;m; they serve com·enientl} lo !l<'reen the forma· 
lion of anti.Soviet espionage and terrorist groups. Trobkyi ... m 
has long ceased to be a political current within the worl,,ing 
class; the Trotskyites have become a gang of murderers and 
fascist hirelings. We should not allow oursehcs to be lullrcl 
lo sleep by the numerical inc;ignificance of this gang. We niu"I 
be ten times a!'! vigilant as ever before! 

The Stalin Constitution of the U.S.S.R., which introducc!­
universal, equal and direct suffrage by secret ballot, is an 
example of genuine, socialist democracy which has no parallt•I 
in history. And in the resolution (published today) adopted 
by the plenum of the Central Committee of the C.P.S.U., i11 
connection with Comrade Zhdanov's report, the Party em· 
phasizes the fact that under the new elrctoral "}stem 

" •.. the dictatol'!lhip of the proletariat will thus become o more 
flexible and, consequently, a more powerful system of state guid· 
once of eociety by the working class, t11e base of the dictator.iliip 
of the working class will be broadened and il.5 foundation' will 
become firmer." 

But the fact that the foundations of the dictatorship of the 
working class are being strengthened complicates rather than 
simplifies the tasks of the Party as the leader of socialist con· 
struction. The new elections will tremendously enhance the 
political activity of the population all over the country· in 
every lerrilory, in e\'ery city Md in every district. The Bol· 
shevik Party organization must lead this acti\'ity. And this 
means in the first place that the whole membership of our 
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Party must be made active. It means that every Party organ· 
iL11tion mu~t strictly observe the rules of internal Party democ· 

ru~y. which i!I one of the fundamental organizational prin· 
ipk ... of Bolshevism. 

Yet we find the principle of internal Party democracy fre· 

•1uently violated in various ways. It is violated by the fact thnt 
the t1Lipulated periods of election of Party organs arc not 
observ<'rl nnd by the fact that, instead of being elected, vnriou;i 

lending workers are often co-opted onto district, city .md 
regional Part} committees, while secretaries of Party com· 
mittoc-s are at times simply appointed. The plenum of the 
Central Committee of the C.P.S.U. sharply condemned such 

infractions of the Party rules and violations of the principle~ 
of llol!!h<•' i<tm and pointed to the harm and danger of such 
violation~. 

The plenum of the Central Committee pointed out that such 

violation ... of the principles of democratic oentrali.sm are harm· 
ful to tht· Party fir•t of all htcause they 

..... hamper Lhe srowth of the •cthity of the mem.ben of the 
Party, dcprhe the 1r1iH~. which bu a apecial politie&l aignificance 
in the life of our rarty, of the opportunity of participating in 
nllpo~ible ,.ork. deprhe the Party membert of their legitimste 
ri'bt 10 control Wt' 1ctivitioa of tho Puty organs, and thereby 
ditturb proper rt-laiiona betwueo the lcadeN and the muse. of 
t.he Party." 

And our Part), through Lenin and Stalin, haa always de· 
manJcd not only that the leaders should teach the masses, but 
that the) ~hould tl"K!m'IClves learn from the masses, that they 

"hould be able to make u!'oe of the vast practical experience of 
the ma'ISCS and i-hould a lways be under tht- control of the 

massecs. 
The chief danger of the violations of the Party rules dis· 

closed by the plenum of the Central Committee of the C.P.S.U. 
is that leading Party workers may become divorced from the 

masses, that a number of Party workers may become bureau· 
cratic and virtually &!Cape the control of the Party maaee... 
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And in its decisions the plenwn of the Cenlral CommitlOC'. 
after making a profound analysis of the defects in the work 
of the Party organizations, indicated measures for the elimina· 
tion of tl1esc defects and violations. The chief of these mea..,. 
ures is the decision of the plenum of th1• Central Committee, 

"To introduce the secret ballot in election of candidates to Parh 
organs. 

"To hold elections of Party organs in all Part) or11aniu1ions. 
from the Party committees of primary Party oganizalions 10 terri­
torial and regional committees and the central committee> of the 
national Communist Partiei:., the elections to be completed not later 
than May 20." 

The importance of these decisions of the plenum of the 
Central Committee to the whole life of the Part) can hurdl~ 
be exat<tgerated. The feature of the ne.xt few months will be 
the election of Party committees and extensive Bolshevik self· 
criticism. The Central Committee calls UJ>on all members of 
the Party to enhance self-criticism, creath·e self-criticism, self· 
criticism which will help to rid the Party of all clements alien 
to Bolshevism. 

Secret ballot in the election of candidatcb to Party organs 
will play a very important part. It will enhance the feeling 
of responsibility of the leaders to the Party mas~. IL will 
create the fullest opportunity in the Party organizations for 
wido self-criticism, without respect for persons. It will rouse 
tho activity of all Party members and enhance their political 
discernment and vigilance. 

And vigilance is a quality of indispensable importanoe to 
Bolsheviks al the present time. This has once more been demon· 
strnted by the anti-Party, double-dealing activities not only of 
the Trotskyite bandits, hut also of the Rights, whose ring· 
leader&-Bukharin and Rykov-the plenum of the Central 
Committee expelled from the ranks of the Party. 

The decision.~ of the plenum of the Central Committee will 
put an end to the unpardonable, idiotic, devil-may·<:are altitude 
of certain leaders, among whom the rotten theory was current 
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th.it every sue~-. gained in socialist construction means that 
th~ struggle of the agrnl'- of capitali«m against i.ocialism lw· 
romcs less and !rs& acutl'. The decisions of the plenum will 
l>t' t'ITectivr in dirc<·ting the attention of the Party organization 
to Party educational work. The Part) h.i& done not a little to 
hdp our cadre« to ma .. ler technique. We have done not a 
little for the technical education of the ma.sscs. The Central 
Committee and Comrad<> Stalin definitely demand that the 
old slogan of technical education should be supplemented by 
a new slogan-the mn'-tf'riug of Bolshe\ i.,.m, the political edu· 
··ation of cadre:-. Thii. "ill help them lo detect Lhe enemy no 
matter how he may mnsl himself. 

The decisions of the plenum of the Central Committee will 
ht• a program for Lhc whole Party for a long time to come. Thii.. 
program must be rapidly brought to Lhe l-nowledge of ever) 
Party worker and of e\ery member of our great Party. We 
muQt rapidJy chau~e our methods and begin to work and act 
on nt'W lines. 

The primary task now is to make a careful nnd profound 
study of Lhe decisions of the plenum of the Central Committee 
and make them known to every Bolshevik. In Lh<>sc decisions 
the plenum of the Central Committee has provided the Party 
with a powerful instrument which will help the Party organ· 
izations to reorganize their methods of work, so that they may 
with greater assurance, strength and harmony lead Lhe masses 
of the working class, Lhe ma&c;es of the people, to fight the 
nt'\' battles for communism. 
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THERE MUST Bl :\0 RE::>TRICTIO\ OF RIGHTS 
OF I' .\HTY \IE\IBLlh ! 

Editorial iri Pravda, March 7, 1937 

THE acth ities of all go\ernment organs und of all Parl) 

and public organizations mu«l no\\ ht• concentrated on 
putting Stalin's Con!;titution into effect. Thi ... most important 
hi;.torical dncunwnl ;.i311ifi1..., a lrcmrnduw. change in the pn· 
litical life of the country. 

The preparations for the forthcoming e lrrtion~ to the -;u. 

prt•m" So' it>t of the <·uw1tr) \\ill undoubtedly stimulate tht­
"lo\ iet people to 8 lll'W and higher }e\CI of political acti\ it) 

.md gi\e ri"C lo au unprecedented mo\t'mrnt umong all strata 
of tl1e population. I t j, the duty of our Party, which is tlw 

\tlllguard o[ the \\Orl.ing population, lo u ... -.ume charge of thi!; 

1110\ ement and of Lh i~ change in the political Ii re of the coun· 
tr). IL mu ... t direct the 1wli\il) 0f the people into channels which 

~ill i:till further -.t11·11gthen the dictatorship of the worl..in~ 
da-.,.. and the might of the great i,oci:llist fotherl.md. 

Our Part) is the .. 01~ and genuine part) of the working 
.. 1a ..... In the gloom) <la):i of underground life under the ~r. 

in the i-tonn) <la>"' of the Ci\il War, and i11 tlw ... tnmuous fight 
.1~uin .. t every enemy of 11ocial ism it became tit<·el<·d, acquired 
mi I ilnnt traditions, t<trt•nii;thcnccl Hiid multi p I i<•d its contact11 

~ ith the masses, and p1·1 lccted it~U in the 11rt of leading and 

triumphing together '' itb the ma:,_-c:; and at the head of the 
ma"e-.. The Bolshc\ik P.1rt}". \\hicb ga\e mani..ind Lenin and 

..,t.1lin and which opcn1•il up a ne\~ ~ociali~t world, enjoy!l 
~real popularity and an immenc:e pre--tige. 

The confidence and lo\e of the So\iet pt>ople for their Party, 

fo1 1h1•ir leader, 1e1·u~11ized, te!:>Led und slr<'lrd in the battle" 
of 'ln<·ialism, are uni i111it1·<J. All the greater is the responsibilit) 
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of the Party, all the more complex are its task~, and a ll th~ 
more exacting are the demands made of e\ery Communist. Th<' 
Partr muc't meet the change in the political life of the country 
full) prepared and completely ensure its leadership in th<· 
new elections. How this is to be done and what it entails ha\ r 
been F('t forth "ith exceptional clarit} in the resolution of llw 
plcnwn of the Central Committee of tht' C.P.S.l". publislw<l 
yc·<terday: 

"\\11at i rcquirnl ie that the Put) it.,,lf hould wn,.i-tenll) 
practice democracy, that it 1hould thorou,hly ap1•ly the principle,,. 
of democratic centralism in its internal life a1 the Pany rul~ 
demand, that the nect"•!'llry conditions should exist within th~ 

Party iteelf for the clectiun of all Party organs, that criticism ond 
self-criticism &bould be fully developed, that the reapon-ibilhy of 
Party organs to the member1 of the Pany 1hould be complett". 
and that the Party membert themsehea •hould ~ acthe to the 
hi 11heo t degree." 

The plenum of the C<'nll ~ti Committc•c nott-J the fact that in 
many Party organizations the Party rule,. ure gro~"ly viol.1tcd 

and that democratic rcntr11lism is frt'qut'nll) rcplnCt'd by bu 
reaucratic centralism. The very Jnnj!:crou" practice of cu· 
opting various respon.,ible worker.;, appointing :<ecretnrit:.... 
restricting the right of Cornmuni;.h nn<I "tifhni; .. elf-critici"lll 
is ~idely pre\alent. Certain leader:- t>f Part}' organization' 
have replaced the Bolsht'\ ik principle" of "t'lecting and pro· 
moting cadres by petty-bourgeois, famil)-circl<' principle,.,. It 
is already the practice thot when a re.,pon~iblc Porty workt•r 
goes to take up a post in n new region he irnariobl y drag~ 
with him an "entounigr" of his own, suppo~ly tested workcr11. 

For example, Comrade Vainov, i-ecrel.H) of the Yaroslavl Rr· 
gionnl Committee, hnd :-enrcely taken up hi~ duties in a nc" 
region, when be bcgan lo gather as hi" O"~i<1tnnts acquainta1m• .. 
and friends from all parts of the counti y. llis own people, of 
whom the organization had no knowledge whatever, who wtn• 
<ielected pure!) on the ground of acquaint oncc1.c1hip and formc•r 
tice, wer6 appointed to tht• managcr11hip of many of the dr· 
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partmenls of the Regional Committee, to the secretaryship of 
the Yaroslavl city committee, lo the secretaryship of district 
committees and eH~n to the managerl'lhip of the City Trading 
Department. 

The danger of this reprehensible practice consi1->ts in the 
foct that it engenders u spirit of toadyi;;m and servility in the 
organization, hamper:. the growth of local cudres, tends to 
divorce th<> leadership from the masses, and facilitates the 
'iolation of the fundamental principles laid down in the Party 
rules. All this is corroborated by the state of affairs, for 
instc11ce, in the Yarosla.,,l organization itself, where e\'en the 
Hegional Party Conference was marked by a spirit of toadyism, 
where co·option, decic;ion of questions by private canvasses of 
opinion, and so on are markedly de,·eloped. 

Forgelfulnes!' of the basic demands of Part) life, and the 
'iolation of internal Party democracy inevitably tend to divorce 
the Party organs from the ma&.ces and create a state of aff ail'8 
in which the Part} leader surrounds himself by people who 
in their sycophantic zeal create a "tifling atmo!>phere of Batt.ery 
and blunt the spirit of Bolshevik 'igilance. And this is taken 
advantage of by the enemies, the agents of fascism-the utterly 
,.]le Trotskyites and the Right scum. And it is not without good 
rc>ason that precise!) in those organizations where the funda· 
mcntals of internal Party democracy were m0«t gross!) vio­
lated and where self-criticism was stilled the vile Trotshite-, 
1rnd Right scum found it easy to entrench themsehet'. ' 

Striking examples of this reprehensible practice are pro· 
'ided by the facts of outrageous deterioration of Party worl.. 
11nd violations of internal Party democracy recently disclo~d 
by the Central Committee of the C.P.S.U. in the Azov-Black 
Sea and Kiev organizations and in the Central Committee of 
the Ukrainian Commw1i!>t Party. Unfortunately, these are not 
isolated instances but are present in one degree or another in 
t;\cry Party organization. The plenwn of the Central Com· 
mittee of the C.P.S.U. severely condemned the perversions and 
d..:fects of Party work and demauded that every Party organ· 
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ization c;hould strictly adhere to the Party rules and the prin· 
ciples of democratic centralism. 

This is now the chief thing, for every one of us mu<1t 
realize that 

" ... thl!'-c inslances of violation of the principles of dem1>Cratic 
C'entrali•m are injurious to the Party, as they hamper the 1m1"th 
of the activity of the ml!'mbers of the Part\, deprive the active. 
whirh hu a special political significance in the life of our Part). 
of the opportunity of participating in the rt-,.pon~ible work, depri"" 
the Party members of their legitimate ri11-h1 to control the activ­
ities of the Party orAan~. and thereby di~turb proper relation• 
between the leaders and the masses of the Party." 

We must create a ,..late of affairs in \\hich all Communi:,t~ 
\\ithout exception :t(·tiH'l> participal<' in Party life and all 
Party organizations work acti,·ely. This i-. what l...<'nin taughr 
us, and this is what Comrade Stalin teaches U!-1. We must &>e 

to it that 

the Part) m3•st.• mould decide both Party and general 
pra(tkal questicn<t, that the Party ma~•es 8hould adopt their own 
r"solutu11u and obli11-e their organiutioni. to carry out thl!'•e reco­
lutions. . . . I t is a que~tion of dt"moc-rucy ill action, when th" 
Party mai:ses decide que;,tions themselves and act themselve><. -
(Stalin.) 

Self-criticbm is nn inalienable and permanently functioning 
in ... ltument of Bolshe\'ism. The secret ballot in the election of 
candidates to Party organs establh.hcd by the plenum of the 
Ct>ntral Committee will achieve the required results only if 
there is a new wave of Bolshevik self-criticism, without respect 
for persons, in the Party organization. A Party functionary 
\\ho is unable to utilize self-critici.,m, let alone fltiflcs it, ii, 
not a Bolshevik, but a bureaucrat \\ho should be driven out 
of the Party app.untu!'. The widest de,·clopment of !le If-criticism 
will raise the ideological le'cl of our cadres and will enabI .. 
the Party mas..ces to advance to responsible work from their 
ranks people who have been really tested in the srruggle again~! 
th<' enemies of the working class, people who are staunch and 
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thoroughly devoted to the Purty of Lenin and Stalin and to 
its Central Committee. 

\nd it should not be forgotten that when spenlin3 of self· 
1·1iticism we mean proletarian, Bolshevik self-criticism, which 
lwlps to expose and correct our shortcomings and which tencb 
to raise the lc\el of our whole work. This <;('lf-criticisrn has 
1wtbing in common with the "criticism" which proceeds from 
the hostile camp and which is directed against our Party and 
the So\:iel power. In fighting the enemies of the working class 
"" shall keep our powder dry! 

The decisions adopted by the plenum of the Central Com· 
mittee of the C.P.S.U. in connection with Comrade Zhdanov's 
report constitute a big and important program for all the 
<>rganizations of the Party. We must proceed lo carry out this 
program immediately. This will be a powerful stimulus to 
the political activity of the Party masses and will facilitate 
the gro\\lh of Bolshevik cadres. 

The militant vanguard of the working people, the Party 
of Lenin and Stalin, must meet the historic change in the po· 
litical I ife of the country fully prepared and ensure an even 
more powerful growth of our country and of our people! 
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