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Gnosis 1

Gnosis
Gnosis (from one of the Greek words for knowledge, ÄÅÇÉÑÖ) is the spiritual knowledge of a saint[1] or mystically
enlightened human being. Within the cultures of the term's provenance (Byzantine and Hellenic) Gnosis was a
knowledge or insight into the infinite, divine and uncreated in all and above all,[2] rather than knowledge strictly into
the finite, natural or material world.[3] Gnosis is a transcendental as well as mature understanding.[4] It indicates
direct spiritual experiential knowledge[5] and intuitive knowledge, mystic rather than that from rational or reasoned
thinking. Gnosis itself is obtained through understanding at which one can arrive via inner experience or
contemplation such as an internal epiphany of intuition and external epiphany such as the Theophany.

Etymology
Gnosis is a Greek word, originally used in specifically Hellenistic pagan philosophical contexts. Plato, for example,
uses the terms ÄÅÇÉÑÖÜáà Ä gnostikoi and ÄÅÇÉÑÖÜâ äãÖÉÑåçé Ä gnostike episteme in the text called Politikos. The
word means the "knowledge to influence and controlÜ Gnostike episteme was also used to indicate one's aptitude.
The terms do not appear to indicate any mystic, esoteric or hidden meaning in the works of Plato, but instead
expressed a sort of higher intelligence and ability analogous to talent.[6] The term is used throughout Greek
philosophy as a technical term for experience knowledge (see gnosiology) in contrast to theoretical knowledge or
epistemology. The term is also related to the study of knowledge retention or memory (see also cognition). In
relation to ontic or ontological, which is how something actually is rather than how something is captured
(abstraction) and stored (memory) in the mind.

The Gnostic sects
Among the sectarian gnostics, gnosis was first and foremost a matter of self-knowledge which was considered the
path leading to the goal of enlightenment as the hidden knowledge of the various pre-Judeo-Christian pagan
Mystery-Religions.[7] Knowledge that first relieved the individual of their cultural religious indoctrination and then
reconciled them to their personal deity.[8] Through such self-knowledge and personal purification (virtuous living)
the adept is led to direct knowledge of God via themselves as inner reflection or will. Later, Valentinius
(Valentinus), taught that gnosis was the privileged Gnosis kardias "knowledge of the heart" or "insight" about the
spiritual nature of the cosmos, that brought about salvation to the pneumaticsÄ the name given to those believed to
have reached the final goal of sanctity.
Gnosis was distinct from the secret teachings revealed to initiates once they had reached a certain level of
progression akin to arcanum. Rather, these teachings were paths to obtain gnosis. (See e.g. "fukasetsu" (Japanese), or
ineffability, a quality of realization common to many, if not most, esoteric traditions; see also Jung on the difference
between sign and symbol.) Gnosis from this perspective being analogous, to the same meaning as the words occult
and arcana.[9] Arcanum which is knowledge akin to prognostication (Divination) derived by the various systems
(metaphysical in nature) used to obtain foreknowledge from the Fates or fate (i.e. to tarot reading, Cleromancy,
magic or Magical thinking).[10]

The Gnostics in the Early Christian Era
In the formation of Christianity, various sectarian groups, labeled "gnostics" by their opponents, emphasised spiritual
knowledge (gnosis) over faith (pistis) in the teachings and traditions of the established community of Christians.
These sectarians considered the most essential part of the process of salvation to be this personal knowledge, in
contrast to faith as an outlook in their world view along with faith in the ecclesiastical authority. These break away
groups were branded minuth by Hebrews (see the Notzrim) and heretics by the Fathers of the early church due to
teaching this type of authority rejection referred to as antinomianism.
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The knowledge of these sectarian groups is contested by orthodox Christian theology as speculative knowledge
derived from religio-philosophical (metaphysical) systems rather than knowledge derived from revelation coming
from faith.[11] Gnosis itself is and was obtained through understanding at which one can arrive via inner experience
or contemplation such as an internal epiphany for example. For the various sectarian gnostics, gnosis was obtained as
speculative gnosis, instigated by the contemplation of their religio-philosophical (Cosmological, Metaphysical,
salvational and rational) systems. These systems were pagan (folk) in origin and syncretic in nature. The gnostic
sectarians vilified the concepts of a subjective creator God (Plato's demiurge) and objective creator God (one that
creates ex-nihilo) as in the Judeo-Christian God (creator) and sought to reconcile the individual to their own personal
deification (henosis), making each individual God.[9] As such the gnostic sects made a duality out of the difference
between the activities of the spirit (nous), called noesis (insight), and those of faith.[12]

During the early formation of Christianity, church authorities (Fathers of the Church) exerted considerable amounts
of energy attempting to weed out what were considered to be false doctrines (e.g. Irenaeus' On the Detection and
Overthrow of False Gnosis). The gnostics (as one sectarian group) held views which were incompatible with the
emerging Ante-Nicene community. Among Christian heresiologists, the concept of false gnosis was used to denote
different Pagan, Jewish or Christian belief systems (e.g. the Eleusinian Mysteries or Glycon) and their various
teachings of what was deemed[9] religio-philosophical systems of knowledge,[13] as opposed to authentic gnosis (see
below, Gnosis among the Greek Fathers). The sectarians used gnosis or secret, hidden knowledge to reject the
traditions of the established community or church. The authorities throughout the community criticized this
antinomianism as inconsistent with the communities teachings. Hence sectarians and followers of gnosticism were
first rejected by the Jewish communities of the Mediterranean (see the Notzrim 139Å67 BCE), then by the Christian
communities and finally by the late Hellenistic philosophical communities (see Neoplatonism and Gnosticism).

In the writings of the Greek Fathers
The fathers of early Christianity used the word gnosis to mean spiritual knowledge, in specific knowledge of the
divine. This usage to a degree being analogous with the modern usage of the word mysticism. This positive usage
was to contrast it with the use of the word by gnostic sectarians. This use carried over from Hellenic philosophy into
Greek Orthodoxy as a critical characteristic of ascetic practices via St. Clement of Alexandria, Irenaeus, Hippolytus
of Rome, Hegesippus, and Origen. Gnosis here meant intuitive knowledge, spiritual knowledge, heart knowledge
(kardiognosis), memory of an experience of God and/or the divine.
As such it was emphasized that such knowledge is not secret knowledge but rather a maturing, transcendent form of
knowledge derived from contemplation (theoria resulting from practice of hesychasm), since gnosis cannot truly be
derived from gnosis but rather gnosis can only be derived from theoria.[14] Gnosis thus plays an important role in
relation to theosis (deification/personal relationship with God) and theoria (revelation of the divine, vision of
God).[15] Gnosis, as the proper use of the noetic faculty plays an important role in Eastern Orthodox theology. Its
importance in the economy of salvation is discussed periodically in the Philokalia where as direct, personal
knowledge of God (noesis; see also Noema) it is distinguished from ordinary epistemological knowledge
(speculative philosophy).
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Hellenic philosophy
The Neoplatonic philosophers, including Plotinus, rejected followers of gnosticism as being un-Hellenistic and
anti-Plato due to their vilification of Plato's creator of the universe (the demiurge),[16] arriving at dystheism as the
solution to the problem of evil, taking all their truths over from Plato.[17] Plotinus did express that gnosis, via
contemplation, was the highest goal of the philosopher toward henosis.

Eric Voegelin
Eric Voegelin (1901Å1985), partially building on the concept of gnosis as used by Plato and the followers of
Gnosticism, along with how it was defined by Hans Jonas,[18] defined the gnosis[19] of the followers of
Gnosticism[20] as religious philosophical teachings that are the foundations of cults. Voegelin identified a number of
similarities between ancient Gnosticism and those held by a number of modernist political theories, particularly
communism and nazism.
Voegelin identified the root of the Gnostic impulse as alienation, that is, a sense of disconnection with society, and a
belief that this disconnection is the result of the inherent disorder, or even evil, of the world. This alienation has two
effects:
á The belief that the disorder of the world can be transcended by extraordinary insight, learning, or knowledge,

called a Gnostic Speculation by Voegelin (the Gnostics themselves referred to this as gnosis).
á The desire to create and implement a policy to actualize the speculation, or as Voegelin described it, to

Immanentize the Eschaton, to create a sort of heaven on earth within history by triggering the apocalypse.
VoegelinÇs conception of gnosis and his analysis of Gnosticism in general has been criticized by Eugene Webb. In an
article entitled "VoegelinÇs Gnosticism Reconsidered", Webb explains that VoegelinÇs concept of Gnosticism was
conceived "not primarily to describe ancient phenomena but to help us understand some modern ones for which the
evidence is a great deal clearer."[21] Webb continues, "the category (of Gnosticism) is of limited usefulness for the
purpose to which he put itÉand the fact that the idea of Gnosticism as such has become so problematic and complex
in recent years must at the very least undercut VoegelinÇs effort to trace a historical line of descent from ancient
sources to the modern phenomena he tried to use them to illuminate."[22]

Notes
[1] "Spiritual knowledge is the state of spiritual theoria, when one sees invisibly and hears inaudibly and comprehends incomprehensibly the

glory of God. Precisely then comprehension ceases and, what is more, he understands that he does not understand. Within the vision of the
uncreated Light man also sees angels and Saints and, in general, he experiences communion with the angels and the Saints. He is then certain
that resurrection exists. This is the spiritual knowledge which all the holy Prophets, the Apostles, Martyrs, ascetics and all the Saints of the
Church had. The teachings of the Saints are an offspring of this spiritual knowledge. And, naturally, as we said earlier, spiritual knowledge is a
fruit of the vision of God. "THE ILLNESS AND CURE OF THE SOUL" Metropolitan Hierotheos of Nafpaktos (http:/ / www. pelagia. org/
htm/ b05. en. the_illness_and_cure_of_the_soul. 04. htm#kno1)

[2] St. Symeon the New Theologian in Practical & Theological Discourses, 1.1 The Philokalia Volume Four: When men search for God with
their bodily eyes they find Him nowhere, for He is invisible. But for those who ponder in the Spirit He is present everywhere. He is in all, yet
beyond all

[3] Faith And Science In Orthodox Gnosiology And Methodology by George Metallinos "The scientist and professor of the knowledge of the
Uncreated, in the Orthodox Tradition, is the Geron/Starets (the Elder or Spiritual Father), the guide or "teacher of the desert". The recording of
both types of knowledge presupposes empirical knowledge of the phenomenon. The same holds true in the field of science, where only the
specialist understands the research of other scientists of the same field. The adoption of conclusions or findings of a scientific branch by
non-specialists (i.e. those who are unable to experimentally examine the research of the specialists) is based on the trust of the specialists
credibility. Otherwise, there would be no scientific progress. The same holds true for the science of faith. The empirical knowledge of the
Saints, Prophets, Apostles, Fathers and Mothers of all ages is adopted and founded upon the same trust. The patristic tradition and the Church's
Councils function on this provable experience. There is no Ecumenical Council without the presence of the glorified/deified (theoumenoi),
those who see the divine (this is the problem of the councils of today!) Orthodox doctrine results from this relationship." University of Athens
- Department of Theology (http:/ / www. psyche. gr/ Metallinos. htm)

[4] àâäãåçéÉèêãê êÅêëíãìÉåîÖ : knowledge (http:/ / www. in. gr/ dictionary/ lookup. asp?Word=knowledge& x=0& y=0)
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[5] The Philokalia Volume Four Palmer, G.E.H; Sherrard; Ware, Kallistos (Timothy). ISBN 0-571-19382-X glossary pg 434 Spiritual
Knowledge (ÄÅÇÉÑÖ) :the knowledge of the intellect (q.v.). As such, it is knowledge inspired by God, as insight (noesis) or revelational,
intuitive knowledge (see gnosiology) and so linked with contemplation and immediate spiritual perception.

[6] Cooper and Hutchinson. "Introduction to Politikos". Cooper, John M. & Hutchinson, D. S. (Eds.) (1997). Plato: Complete Works, Hackett
Publishing Co., Inc. ISBN 0-87220-349-2.

[7] In pointing the way of communion with deity in a 'mystery', the Mystery-Religions were preparing the way or the orientalization of the
Western religious thought known as Gnosticism; but also, as religion became universally recognized as a definite Gnosis, they accommodated
themselves to this new demand. In the prevalent syncretism the Mysteries approached in varying degrees the religious movements and revivals
called Gnostic, so dissimilar in many aspects, but all linked together by identification of religion with 'Knowledge' (Gnosis not episteme,
conceptual knowledge) or rather, that view of religion which gave to Knowledge a central place in asserting the realization of deity by union,
not by faith. Common to the Mysteries and Gnosticism were certain ideas, such as pantheistic mysticism, magic practices, elaborate
cosmogonies and theogonies, rebirth, union with God, revelation from above, dualistic views, the importance attaching to the names and
attributes of the deity, and the same aim at personal salvation. As Gnosticism took possession of the field East and West, the Mysteries
assumed an increasingly gnostic character. The dividing line is sometimes difficult to determine. Thus, Hermetic may be viewed as a
Mystery-Religion or as a phase of Gnosticism. page 54 The mystery-religions: a study in the religious background of early Christianity By
Samuel Angus ISBN 978-0486231242 (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=3m61I6Q-dRUC& pg=PA300& lpg=PA300& dq=Theo+
Smyrnaeus& source=web& ots=ml_CULK2si& sig=iDH41z1tQBg7lGxTEQplcPVwwHo& hl=en& sa=X& oi=book_result& resnum=4&
ct=result#v=onepage& q=Theo Smyrnaeus& f=false)

[8] In pointing the way of communion with deity in a 'mystery', the Mystery-Religions were preparing the way or the orientalization of the
Western religious thought known as Gnosticism; but also, as religion became universally recognized as a definite Gnosis, they accommodated
themselves to this new demand. In the prevalent syncretism the Mysteries approached in varying degrees the religious movements and revivals
called Gnostic, so dissimilar in many aspects, but all linked together by identification of religion with 'Knowledge' (Gnosis not episteme,
conceptual knowledge) or rather, that view of religion which gave to Knowledge a central place in asserting the realization of deity by union,
not by faith. Common to the Mysteries and Gnosticism were certain ideas, such as pantheistic mysticism, magic practices, elaborate
cosmogonies and theogonies, rebirth, union with God, revelation from above, dualistic views, the importance attaching to the names and
attributes of the deity, and the same aim at personal salvation. As Gnosticism took possession of the field East and West, the Mysteries
assumed an increasingly gnostic character. The dividing line is sometimes difficult to determine. Thus, Hermetic may be viewed as a
Mystery-Religion or as a phase of Gnosticism. page 54 The mystery-religions: a study in the religious background of early Christianity By
Samuel Angus ISBN 978-0486231242 (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=3m61I6Q-dRUC& pg=PA300& lpg=PA300& dq=Theo+
Smyrnaeus& source=web& ots=ml_CULK2si& sig=iDH41z1tQBg7lGxTEQplcPVwwHo& hl=en& sa=X& oi=book_result& resnum=4&
ct=result#v=onepage& q=Theo Smyrnaeus& f=false)

[9] III The Mystery-Religions were systems of gnosis akin, and forming a stage to, those movements to which the name of Gnosticism became
attached pg 52 The Mystery religions: A Study in the Religious Background of Early Christianity By Samuel Angus Published by Courier
Dover Publications, 1975 ISBN 9780486231242 (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=3m61I6Q-dRUC& pg=PA300& lpg=PA300&
dq=Theo+ Smyrnaeus& source=web& ots=ml_CULK2si& sig=iDH41z1tQBg7lGxTEQplcPVwwHo& hl=en& sa=X& oi=book_result&
resnum=4& ct=result#PPA52,M1)

[10] In pointing the way of communion with deity in a 'mystery', the Mystery-Religions were preparing the way or the orientalization of the
Western religious thought known as Gnosticism; but also, as religion became universally recognized as a definite Gnosis, they accommodated
themselves to this new demand. In the prevalent syncretism the Mysteries approached in varying degrees the religious movements and revivals
called Gnostic, so dissimilar in many aspects, but all linked together by identification of religion with 'Knowledge' (Gnosis not episteme,
conceptual knowledge) or rather, that view of religion which gave to Knowledge a central place in asserting the realization of deity by union,
not by faith. Common to the Mysteries and Gnosticism were certain ideas, such as pantheistic mysticism, magic practices, elaborate
cosmogonies and theogonies, rebirth, union with God, revelation from above, dualistic views, the importance attaching to the names and
attributes of the deity, and the same aim at personal salvation. As Gnosticism took possession of the field East and West, the Mysteries
assumed an increasingly gnostic character. The dividing line is sometimes difficult to determine. Thus, Hermetic may be viewed as a
Mystery-Religion or as a phase of Gnosticism. page 54 The mystery-religions: a study in the religious background of early Christianity By
Samuel Angus ISBN 978-0486231242 (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=3m61I6Q-dRUC& pg=PA300& lpg=PA300& dq=Theo+
Smyrnaeus& source=web& ots=ml_CULK2si& sig=iDH41z1tQBg7lGxTEQplcPVwwHo& hl=en& sa=X& oi=book_result& resnum=4&
ct=result#v=onepage& q=Theo Smyrnaeus& f=false)

[11] " Orthodox Dogmatic Theology: A Concise Exposition Protopresbyter Michael Pomazansky Appendix II The Heresies which disturbed the
church in the first millennium Pg 376 Gnosticism The foundation of the Gnostic system is the idea of the creation of a higher
religio-philosophical knowledge (gnosis) by uniting Greek philosophy and the philosophy of the learned Alexandrian Jew Philo with the
Eastern religions, especially the religion of Zoroaster. Section reprinted here due to not being included in the online version (http:/ / www.
intratext. com/ IXT/ ENG0824/ _INDEX. HTM)

[12] Mystery Religions and Christianity By Samuel Angus Published by Kessinger Publishing, 2003 ISBN 9780766131019 (http:/ / books.
google. com/ books?id=le_pygHyOacC& pg=PA287& lpg=PA287& dq=samuel+ angus+ christianity+ faith& source=bl&
ots=NriYA1MCW_& sig=0hdVXe4vSOsFbvJJFXETZDaqGeo& hl=en& ei=ZG2tSYDnE8e_tgfSqdCABg& sa=X& oi=book_result&
resnum=3& ct=result)
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[13] i.e. "Each of the Nine Ecumenical Councils condemned specific heresies of their time exactly because they deviated from this cure by
attempting to transform the medical practice of the Church into systems of philosophical and mystical speculations and practices." (http:/ /
www. romanity. org/ htm/ rom. 02. en. the_cure_of_the_neurobiological_sickness_of_rel. 02. htm)

[14] Glossary of terms from the Philokalia pg 434 the knowledge of the intellect as distinct from that of the reason(q.v.). Knowledge inspired by
God, and so linked with contemplation (q.v.) and immediate spiritual perception.

[15] The Mystical Theology of the Eastern Church, SVS Press, 1997. (ISBN 0-913836-31-1) James Clarke & Co Ltd, 2002. (ISBN
0-227-67919-9) pg 218

[16] They claimed to be a privileged caste of beings, in whom alone God was interested, and who were saved not by their own efforts but by
some dramatic and arbitrary divine proceeding; and this, Plotinus claimed, led to immorality. Worst of all, they despised and hated the
material universe and denied its goodness and the goodness of its maker. For a Platonist, that is utter blasphemy Å and all the worse because it
obviously derives to some extent from the sharply other-worldly side of Plato's own teaching (e.g. in the Phaedo). At this point in his attack
Plotinus comes very close in some ways to the orthodox Christian opponents of Gnosticism, who also insist that this world is the work of God
in his goodness. But, here as on the question of salvation, the doctrine which Plotinus is defending is as sharply opposed on other ways to
orthodox Christianity as to Gnosticism: for he maintains not only the goodness of the material universe but also its eternity and its divinity.
A.H. Armstrong introduction to II 9. Against the Gnostics Pages 220Å222

[17] The teaching of the Gnostics seems to him untraditional, irrational and immoral. They despise and revile the ancient Platonic teachings and
claim to have a new and superior wisdom of their own: but in fact anything that is true in their teaching COMES FROM PLATO, and all they
have done themselves is to add senseless complications and pervert the true traditional doctrine into a melodramatic, superstitious fantasy
designed to feed their own delusions of grandeur. They reject the only true way of salvation through wisdom and virtue, the slow patient study
of truth and pursuit of perfection by men who respect the wisdom of the ancients and know their place in the universe. A.H. Armstrong
introduction to II 9. Against the Gnostics Pages 220Å222

[18] The Collected Works of Eric Voegelin By Eric Voegelin, Ellis Sandoz, Gilbert Weiss, William Petropulos Published by Louisiana State
University Press, 1989 ISBN 9780807118269 (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=rEu61KIK6FYC& pg=PA167& lpg=PA167&
dq=voegelin+ hans+ jonas& source=web& ots=zU6iNo95S3& sig=URhgwghOXKgP8Hbo0pK0H5LAo-I& hl=en& sa=X& oi=book_result&
resnum=10& ct=result)

[19] Glossary of Voegelin terms online (http:/ / watershade. net/ ev/ ev-dictionary. html#gnosis) Gnosis "Knowledge". Originally a general term
in Greek for knowledge of various sorts. Later, especially with the Gnostic movement of the early Christian era, a purported direct, immediate
apprehension or vision of truth without the need for critical reflection; the special gift of a spiritual and cognitive elite. According to Voegelin,
the claim to gnosis may take intellectual, emotional, and volitional forms." [Webb 1981:282]

[20] Glossary of Voegelin terms online (http:/ / watershade. net/ ev/ ev-dictionary. html#gnosis) Gnosticism "A type of thinking that claims
absolute cognitive mastery of reality. Relying as it does on a claim to gnosis, gnosticism considers its knowledge not subject to criticism. As a
religious or quasi-religious movement, gnosticism may take transcendentalizing (as in the case of the Gnostic movement of late antiquity) or
immanentizing forms (as in the case of Marxism)." [Webb 1981:282]

[21] Webb, E; VoegelinÅs ÇGnosticismÉ Reconsidered; Political Science Reviewer; 34; 2005
[22] Webb, E; "VoegelinÇs ÑGnosticismÖ Reconsidered"; Political Science Reviewer; 34; 2005
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Gnosticism
Gnosticism (Greek: ÄÅÇÉÑÖ gnèsis, knowledge) was a group of ancient religions that combined different elements
from Hellenistic Judaism, Greco-Roman mystery religions, Zoroastrianism (especially Zurvanism), Neoplatonism,
and eventually Buddhism and early Christianity. It taught that some esoteric knowledge (or Gnosis) was necessary
for salvation from the material world, which was created by some intermediary figure (or demiurge) instead of God.
In some systems, the demiurge was considered evil, in others merely imperfect. Different gnostic schools sometimes
identified the demiurge as Adam, Ahriman, Samael, Satan, Yaldabaoth, or Yahweh. Many schools inverted
traditional interpretations of the Hebrew Bible, leading Jewish-Israeli scholar Gershom Scholem to call Gnosticism
"the Greatest case of metaphysical anti-Semitism."[1] However, some scholars have argued that the Jewish mysticism
Kabbalah is Gnostic.[2] [3]

Jesus of Nazareth is identified by some Gnostic sects as an embodiment of the supreme being who became incarnate
to bring gnèsis to the earth.[4] In others (e.g. the Notzrim and Mandaeans), he is considered a mêiha kdaba or "false
messiah" who perverted the teachings entrusted to him by John the Baptist.[5] Still other traditions identify Mani and
Seth, third son of Adam and Eve, as salvific figures.[6]

Some consider Gnosticism to be a branch of Christianity, but alternate theories trace Gnostic systems to centuries
before the Christian Era, predating the birth of Jesus.[7] The movement spread in areas controlled by the Roman
Empire and Arian Goths,[8] and the Persian Empire; it continued to develop in the Mediterranean and Middle East
before and during the 2nd and 3rd centuries. Conversion to Islam and the Albigensian Crusade (1209Å1229) greatly
reduced the remaining number of Gnostics throughout the Middle Ages, though a few Mandaean communities still
exist. Gnostic and pseudo-gnostic ideas became influential in some of the philosophies of various esoteric mystical
movements of the late 19th and 20th centuries in Europe and North America, including some that explicitly identify
themselves as revivals or even continuations of earlier gnostic groups.

Nature and structure of Gnosticism

The main features of Gnosticism
Gnostic systems (particularly the Syrian-Egyptian schools) are typically marked out by:

"And the Sophia of the Epinoia [...] brought forth. And [...] something came out of her which was imperfect and different from her
appearance, because she had created it without her consort. And it was dissimilar to the likeness of its mother, for it has another form. 
"And when she saw (the consequences of) her desire, it changed into a form of a lion-faced serpent. And its eyes were like lightning fires
which flash. She cast it away from her, outside that place, that no one of the immortal ones might see it, for she had created it in
ignorance." 

From The Secret Book of John (long version), Nag Hammadi Library, Codex II, trans. Frederik Wisse.[9]

1. The notion of a remote, supreme monadic divinity, source - this figure is known under a variety of names,
including 'Pleroma' (fullness, totality) and 'Bythos' (depth, profundity);

2. The introduction by emanation of further divine beings known as Aeons, which are nevertheless identifiable as
aspects of the God from which they proceeded; the progressive emanations are often conceived metaphorically as
a gradual and progressive distancing from the ultimate source, which brings about an instability in the fabric of
the divine nature;

3. The introduction of a distinct creator God or demiurge, which is an illusion and a later emanation from the single 
monad or source. This second God is a lesser and inferior or false God. This creator god is commonly referred to 
as the demiourgës (a technical term literally denoting a public worker the Latinized form of Greek dímiourgos, 
ÄÅÇÉÑÖÜáàâ, hence "ergon or energy", "public God or skilled worker" "false God" or "God of the masses"), used 
in the Platonist tradition.[10]
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The gnostic demiurge bears resemblance to figures in Plato's Timaeus and Republic. In the former, the
demiourgës is a central figure, a benevolent creator of the universe who works to make the universe as benevolent
as the limitations of matter will allow; in the latter, the description of the leontomorphic 'desire' in Socrates' model
of the psyche bears a resemblance to descriptions of the demiurge as being in the shape of the lion; the relevant
passage of The Republic was found within a major gnostic library discovered at Nag Hammadi,[11] wherein a text
existed describing the demiurge as a 'lion-faced serpent'.[9] 
Elsewhere, this figure is called 'Ialdabaoth',[9] 'Samael' (Aramaic: sìmÑa-Öel, 'blind god') or 'Saklas' (Syriac: sìkla,
'the foolish one'), who is sometimes ignorant of the superior God, and sometimes opposed to it; thus in the latter
case he is correspondingly malevolent. 
The demiurge as a tyrannical God having caused the imperfect material world and all of its suffering, is as the
creator God of the pagan philosophers (Zeus) and the Judaeo-Christian-Islamic creator God not real but a
construct or illusion of the human mind (as nous). Since no secondary creator God is necessary or of high
importance as everything is eternal or emanated and can not be created or destroyed. The demiurge typically
creates a group of co-actors named 'Archons', who preside over the material realm and, in some cases, present
obstacles to the soul seeking ascent from it;[9]

[The demiurge] is blind; because of his power and his ignorance and his arrogance he said, with his power, "It is I who am God; there is
none apart from me." When he said this, he sinned against the entirety. And this speech got up to incorruptibility; then there was a voice
that came forth from incorruptibility, saying, "You are mistaken, Samael" - which is, "god of the blind." 

From The Hypostasis of the Archons or The Reality of the Rulers, Nag Hammadi Library, Codex II, trans. Bentley Layton.[12]

5. The estimation of the world, owing to the above, as flawed or a production of 'error' but possibly good as its
constituent material might allow.[13] This world is typically an inferior simulacrum of a higher-level reality or
consciousness. The inferiority may be compared to the technical inferiority of a painting, sculpture, or other
handicraft to the thing(s) of which those crafts are supposed to be a representation. In certain other cases it takes
on a more ascetic tendency to view material existence, negatively. Which then becomes more extreme when
materiality, and the human body, is perceived as evil and constrictive, a deliberate prison for its inhabitants;

6. The explanation of this state through the use of a complex mythological-cosmological drama in which a divine
element 'falls' into the material realm and lodges itself within certain human beings; from here, it may be returned
to the divine realm through a process of awakening (leading towards salvation). The salvation of the individual
thus mirrors a concurrent restoration of the divine nature; a central Gnostic innovation was to elevate individual
redemption to the level of a cosmically significant event;

The model limits itself to describing characteristics of the Syrian-Egyptian school of Gnosticism. This is for the
reason that the greatest expressions of the Persian gnostic school - Manicheanism and Mandaeanism - are typically
conceived of as religious traditions in their own right; indeed, the typical usage of 'Gnosticism' is to refer to the
Syrian-Egyptian schools alone, while 'Manichean' describes the movements of the Persia school.
This conception of Gnosticism has in recent times come to be challenged (see below). Despite this, the
understanding presented above remains the most common and is useful in aiding meaningful discussion of the
phenomena that compose Gnosticism. Above all, the central idea of gnèsis, a knowledge superior to and independent
of faith made it welcome to many who were half-converted from paganism to Christianity. The Valentinians, for
example, considered pistis (Greek: "faith") as consisting of accepting a body of teaching as true, being principally
intellectual or emotional in character.[14] The age of the Gnostics was highly diverse, they seem to have originated in
Alexandria and coexisted with the early Christians until the 4th century AD and due to there being no fixed church
authority, syncretism with pre-existing belief systems as well as new religions were often embraced. According to
Clement of Alexandria, "...In the times of the Emperor Hadrian appeared those who devised heresies, and they
continued until the age of the elder Antoninus."[15]
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The relationship between Gnosticism and Orthodox Christianity during the late 1st and the whole of the 2nd century
is vital in helping us to further understand the main doctrines of Gnosticism; due in part to the fact that, prior to the
discovery of the Nag Hammadi Library, much of what we know today about gnosticism has only been preserved in
the summaries and assessments of early church fathers. Irenaeus declares in his treatise "Against Heresies"[16] that
Gnostic movements subjected all morality to the caprice of the individual, and made any fixed rule of faith
impossible. The whim of the individual being a subject that is of concern when discussing heresy and orthodoxy in
relation to spiritual mysticism, such as the mysticism of Henry Corbin,[17] Thelema, and even in fiction such as The
Theologians by Jorge Luis Borges in Labyrinths.[18] According to Irenaeus, a certain sect known as the "Cainites"
professed to impart a knowledge "greater and more sublime" than the ordinary doctrine of Christians, and believed
that Cain derived his power from the superior Godhead.[19] Although a Christian who valued gnosis, Clement of
Alexandria, a 2nd century church father and the first notable member of the Church of Alexandria, raised a criticism
against the followers of Basilides and Valentinus in his Stromata: in his view it annulled the efficacy of baptism, in
that it held no value faith, the gift conferred in that sacrament.[20]

Dualism and monism
Typically, Gnostic systems are loosely described as being 'dualistic' in nature, meaning that they had the view that
the world consists of or is explicable as two fundamental entities. Hans Jonas writes: "The cardinal feature of gnostic
thought is the radical dualism that governs the relation of God and world, and correspondingly that of man and
world."[21] Within this definition, they run the gamut from the 'radical dualist' systems of Manicheanism to the
'mitigated dualism' of classic gnostic movements; Valentinian developments arguably approach a form of monism,
expressed in terms previously used in a dualistic manner.
á Radical Dualism - or absolute Dualism which posits two co-equal divine forces. Manichaeism conceives of two

previously coexistent realms of light and darkness which become embroiled in conflict, owing to the chaotic
actions of the latter. Subsequently, certain elements of the light became entrapped within darkness; the purpose of
material creation is to enact the slow process of extraction of these individual elements, at the end of which the
kingdom of light will prevail over darkness. Manicheanism inherits[22] [23] this dualistic mythology from
Zurvanist Zoroastrianism,[24] in which the eternal spirit Ahura Mazda is opposed by his antithesis, Angra Mainyu;
the two are engaged in a cosmic struggle, the conclusion of which will likewise see Ahura Mazda triumphant.
The Mandaean creation myth witnesses the progressive emanations of Supreme Being of Light, with each
emanation bringing about a progressive corruption resulting in the eventual emergence of Ptahil, a demiurge who
had a hand in creating and henceforward rules the material realm.
Additionally, general Gnostic thought (specifically to be found in Iranian sects; for instance, see 'The Hymn of the
Pearl') commonly included the belief that the material world corresponds to some sort of malevolent intoxication
brought about by the powers of darkness to keep elements of the light trapped inside it, or literally to keep them
'in the dark', or ignorant; in a state of drunken distraction.

á Mitigated Dualism - where one of the two principles is in some way inferior to the other. Such classical Gnostic
movements as the Sethians conceived of the material world as being created by a lesser divinity than the true God
that was the object of their devotion. The spiritual world is conceived of as being radically different from the
material world, co-extensive with the true God, and the true home of certain enlightened members of humanity;
thus, these systems were expressive of a feeling of acute alienation within the world, and their resultant aim was
to allow the soul to escape the constraints presented by the physical realm.

á Qualified Monism - where it is arguable whether or not the second entity is divine or semi-divine. Elements of 
Valentinian versions of Gnostic myth suggest to some that its understanding of the universe may have been 
monistic rather than a dualistic one. Elaine Pagels states that 'Valentinian gnosticism [...] differs essentially from 
dualism';[25] while, according to Schoedel 'a standard element in the interpretation of Valentinianism and similar 
forms of Gnosticism is the recognition that they are fundamentally monistic'.[26] In these myths, the malevolence 
of the demiurge is mitigated; his creation of a flawed materiality is not due to any moral failing on his part, but
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due to his imperfection by contrast to the superior entities of which he is unaware.[13] As such, Valentinians
already have less cause to treat physical reality with contempt than might a Sethian Gnostic 
The Valentinian tradition conceives of materiality, rather than as being a separate substance from the divine, as
attributable to an error of perception, which become symbolized mythopoetically as the act of material
creation.[13]

Moral and ritual practice
Numerous early Christian Fathers accused some Gnostic teachers of claiming to eschew the physical realm, while
simultaneously freely indulging their physical appetites; however there is reason to question the accuracy of these
claims.
Evidence in the source texts indicates Gnostic moral behaviour as being generally ascetic in basis, expressed most
fluently in their sexual and dietary practice.[27] Many monks would deprive themselves of food, water, or necessary
needs for living. This presented a problem for the heresiologists writing on gnostic movements: this mode of
behaviour was one which they themselves favoured and supported, so the Church Fathers, some modern-day Gnostic
apologist presume, would be required perforce to offer support to the practices of their theological opponents. In
order to avoid this, a common heresiological approach was to avoid the issue completely by resorting to slanderous
(and, in some cases, excessive) allegations of libertinism (see the Cainites), or to explain Gnostic asceticism as being
based on incorrect interpretations of scripture, or simply duplicitous in nature. Epiphanius provides an example when
he writes of the 'Archontics' 'Some of them ruin their bodies by dissipation, but others feign ostensible fasts and
deceive simple people while they pride themselves with a sort of abstinence, under the disguise of monks' (Panarion,
40.1.4).
In other areas of morality, Gnostics were less rigorously ascetic, and took a more moderate approach to correct
behaviour. Ptolemy's Epistle to Flora lays out a project of general asceticism in which the basis of action is the moral
inclination of the individual:

External physical fasting is observed even among our followers, for it can be of some benefit to the soul if it is
engaged on with reason (logos), whenever it is done neither by way of limiting others, nor out of habit, nor
because of the day, as if it had been specially appointed for that purpose.

Å Ptolemy, Letter to Flora

This extract marks a definite shift away from the position of Catholic orthodoxy, that the correct behaviour for
Christians is best administered and prescribed by the central authority of the Catholic Church, as transmitted through
the Apostles to the Church's bishops. Instead, the internalised inclination of the individual assumes paramount
importance; there is the recognition that ritualistic behaviour, though well-intentioned, possesses no significance or
effectiveness unless its external prescription is matched by a personal, internal motivation. This line of Gnostic
thought is echoed in Protestantism's emphasis on private interpretation of Scripture, and on its individualist
emphasis.
Charges of Gnostic libertinism find their source in the works of Irenaeus. According to this writer, Simon Magus
(whom he has identified as the prototypical source of Gnosticism, and who had previously tried to buy sacramental
authority of ordination from St. Peter the Apostle) founded the school of moral freedom ('amoralism'). Irenaeus
reports that Simon's argument was that those who put their trust in him and his consort Helen need trouble
themselves no further with the biblical prophets or their moral exhortations and are free 'to do what they wish', as
men are saved by his (Simon's) grace and not by their 'righteous works' (Adversus Haereses[28] ).
Simon is not known for any libertinistic practice, save for his curious attachment to Helen, typically reputed to be a
prostitute. There is, however, clear evidence in the Testimony of Truth that followers of Simon did, in fact, get
married and beget children, so a general tendency to asceticism can likewise be ruled out.
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Irenaeus reports of the Valentinians, whom he characterizes as eventual inheritors of Simon, that they are lax in their
dietary habits (eating food that has been 'offered to idols'), sexually promiscuous ('immoderately given over to the
desires of the flesh') and guilty of taking wives under the pretence of living with them as adopted 'sisters'. In the
latter case, Michael Allen Williams has argued plausibly that Irenaeus was here broadly correct in the behaviour
described, but not in his apprehension of its causes. Williams argues that members of a cult might live together as
'brother' and 'sister': intimate, yet not sexually active. Over time, however, the self-denial required of such an
endeavour becomes harder and harder to maintain, leading to the state of affairs Irenaeus criticizes.
Irenaeus also makes reference to the Valentinian practise of the Bridal Chamber, a ritualistic sacrament in which
sexual union is seen as analogous to the activities of the paired syzygies that constitute the Valentinian Pleroma.
Though it is known that Valentinus had a more relaxed approach to sexuality than much of the Catholic Church (he
allowed women to hold positions of ordination in his community), it is not known whether the Bridal Chamber was a
ritual involving actual intercourse, or whether human sexuality is here simply being used in a metaphorical sense.
Of the Carpocratians Irenaeus makes much the same report: they 'are so abandoned in their recklessness that they
claim to have in their power and be able to practise anything whatsoever that is ungodly (irreligious) and impious ...
they say that conduct is only good or evil in the eyes of man'.[29] Once again a differentiation might be detected
between a man's actions and the grace he has received through his adherence to a system of gnosis; whether this is
due to a common sharing of such an attitude amongst Gnostic circles, or whether this is simply a blanket-charge used
by Irenaeus is open to conjecture.
On the whole, it would seem that Gnostic behaviour tended towards the ascetic. This said, the heresiological
accusation of duplicity in such practises should not be taken at face value; nor should similar accusations of amoral
libertinism. The Nag Hammadi library itself is full of passages which appear to encourage abstinence over
indulgence. Fundamentally, however, gnostic movements appear to take the 'ancient schema of the two ways, which
leaves the decision to do what is right to human endeavour and promises a reward for those who make the effort, and
punishment for those who are negligent' (Kurt Rudolph, Gnosis:The Nature and History of Gnosticism, 262).

Major Gnostic movements and their texts
As noted above, schools of Gnosticism can be defined according to one classification system as being a member of
two broad categories. These are the 'Eastern'/'Persian' school, and a 'Syrian-Egyptic' school. The former possesses
more demonstrably dualist tendencies, reflecting a strong influence from the beliefs of the Persian Zurvanist
Zoroastrians. Among the Syrian-Egyptian schools and the movements they spawned are a typically more Monist
view. Notable exceptions include relatively modern movements which seem to include elements of both categories,
namely: the Cathars, Bogomils, and Carpocratians which are included in their own section.

Persian Gnosticism
The Persian Schools, which appeared in the western Persian province of Babylon, and whose writings were
originally produced in the Aramaic dialects spoken in Babylon at the time, are representative of what is believed to
be among the oldest of the Gnostic thought forms. These movements are considered by most to be religions in their
own right, and are not emanations from Christianity or Judaism.
á Mandaeanism is still practiced in small numbers, in parts of southern Iraq and the Iranian province of Khuzestan. 

The name of the group derives from the term Mandî d-Heyyi, which roughly means "Knowledge of Life." 
Although the exact chronological origins of this movement are not known, John the Baptist eventually would 
come to be a key figure in the religion, as an emphasis on baptism is part of their core beliefs. As with 
Manichaeism, despite certain ties with Christianity, Mandaeans do not believe in Moses, Jesus, or Mohammed. 
Their beliefs and practices likewise have little overlap with the religions that manifested from those religious 
figures and the two should not be confused. Significant amounts of original Mandaean Scripture, written in 
Mandaean Aramaic, survive in the modern era. The primary source text is known as the Genzï Rabbï and has
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portions identified by some scholars as being copied as early as the 2nd century CE. There is also the Qolastï, or
Canonical Book of Prayer and The Book of John the Baptist (sidra ñ-iahia).

á Manichaeism which represented an entire independent religious heritage, but is now extinct, was founded by the
Prophet Mani (216-276 CE). The original writings were written in Syriac Aramaic, in a unique Manichaean
script. Although most of the literature/scripture of the Manichaeans was believed lost, the discovery of an original
series of documents have helped to shed new light on the subject. Now housed in Cologne Germany, a
Manichaean religious work written in Greek, the Codex Manichaicus Coloniensis, contains mainly biographical
information on the prophet and details on his claims and teachings. Before the discovery of these authentic
Manichaean texts, scholars had to rely on anti-Manichaean polemical works, such as the Christian
anti-Manichaean Acta Archelai (also written in Greek), which has Mani saying, for example, "The true God has
nothing to do with the material world or cosmos", and, "It is the Prince of Darkness who spoke with Moses, the
Jews and their priests. Thus the Christians, the Jews, and the Pagans are involved in the same error when they
worship this God. For he leads them astray in the lusts he taught them."[30] [31]

Syrian-Egyptian Gnosticism
The Syrian-Egyptian school derives much of its outlook from Platonist influences. Typically, it depicts creation in a
series of emanations from a primal monadic source, finally resulting in the creation of the material universe. As a
result, there is a tendency in these schools to view evil in terms of matter which is markedly inferior to goodness,
evil as lacking spiritual insight and goodness, rather than to emphasize portrayals of evil as an equal force. These
schools of gnosticism may be said to use the terms 'evil' and 'good' as being relative descriptive terms, as they refer
to the relative plight of human existence caught between such realities and confused in its orientation, with 'evil'
indicating the extremes of distance from the principle and source of goodness, without necessarily emphasizing an
inherent negativity. As can be seen below, many of these movements included source material related to
Christianity, with some identifying themselves as specifically Christian (albeit quite different from the Orthodox or
Roman Catholic forms).

Syrian-Egyptic scripture

Most of the literature from this category is known/confirmed to us in the modern age through the Library discovered
at Nag Hammadi.
á Sethian works are named after the third son of Adam and Eve, believed to be a possessor and disseminator of

gnosis. These typically include:
á The Apocryphon of John
á The Apocalypse of Adam
á The Reality of the Rulers, Also known as The hypostasis of the Archons
á The Thunder-Perfect Mind
á The Three-fold First Thought (Trimorphic Protennoia)
á The Holy Book of the Great Invisible Spirit (also known as the (Coptic) Gospel of the Egyptians)
á Zostrianos
á Allogenes
á The Three Steles of Seth

á Thomasine works are so-named after the School of St. Thomas the Apostle. The texts commonly attributed to
this school are:
á The Hymn of the Pearl, or, the Hymn of Jude Thomas the Apostle in the Country of Indians
á The Gospel of Thomas
á The Book of Thomas: The Contender Writing to the Perfect
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á Valentinian works are named in reference to the Bishop and teacher Valentinius, also spelled Valentinus. ca. 153
AD/CE, Valentinius developed a complex Cosmology outside of the Sethian tradition. At one point he was close
to being appointed the Bishop of Rome of what is now the Roman Catholic Church. Works attributed to his
school are listed below, and fragmentary pieces directly linked to him are noted with an asterisk:
á The Divine Word Present in the Infant (Fragment A) *
á On the Three Natures (Fragment B) *
á Adam's Faculty of Speech (Fragment C) *
á To Agathopous: Jesus' Digestive System (Fragment D) *
á Annihilation of the Realm of Death (Fragment F) *
á On Friends: The Source of Common Wisdom (Fragment G) *
á Epistle on Attachments (Fragment H) *
á Summer Harvest*
á The Gospel of Truth*
á Ptolemy's Version of the Gnostic Myth
á The Prayer of the Apostle Paul
á Ptolemy's Epistle to Flora
á Treatise on Resurrection (Epistle to Rheginus)
á Gospel of Philip

á Basilidian works are named for the founder of their school, Basilides (132Å? CE/AD). These works are mainly
known to us through the criticisms of one of his opponents, Irenaeus in his work Adversus Haereses. The other
pieces are known through the work of Clement of Alexandria:
á The Octet of Subsistent Entities (Fragment A)
á The Uniqueness of the World (Fragment B)
á Election Naturally Entails Faith and Virtue (Fragment C)
á The State of Virtue (Fragment D)
á The Elect Transcend the World (Fragment E)
á Reincarnation (Fragment F)
á Human Suffering and the Goodness of Providence (Fragment G)
á Forgivable Sins (Fragment H)

á The Gospel of Judas is the most recently discovered Gnostic text. National Geographic has published an English
translation of it, bringing it into mainstream awareness. It portrays Judas Iscariot as the most enlightened disciple,
who acted at Jesus' request when he handed Jesus over to the authorities. Its reference to Barbelo and inclusion of
material similar to the Apocryphon of John and other such texts, connects the text to Barbeloite and/or Sethian
Gnosticism.
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Later Gnosticism and Gnostic-influenced groups
á Other schools and related movements; these are presented in chronological order:

The Sun crosscircular, harmonic cross was an
emblem used most notably by the Cathars, a
medieval group that related to Gnosticism.

á Simon Magus and Marcion of Sinope both had Gnostic
tendencies, but such familiar ideas as they presented were as-yet
unformed; they might thus be described as pseudo- or
proto-Gnostics. Both developed a sizable following. Simon
Magus' pupil Menander of Antioch could potentially be included
within this grouping. Marcion is popularly labeled a gnostic,
however most scholars do not consider him a gnostic at all, for
example, the Encyclopódia Britannica article on Marcion [32]

clearly states: "In Marcion's own view, therefore, the founding of
his church Ä to which he was first driven by opposition Ä
amounts to a reformation of Christendom through a return to the
gospel of Christ and to Paul; nothing was to be accepted beyond
that. This of itself shows that it is a mistake to reckon Marcion
among the Gnostics. A dualist he certainly was, but he was not a
Gnostic - Depending of course on one's definition of 'Gnostic'."

á Cerinthus (c. 100 AD), the founder of a heretical school with gnostic elements. Like a Gnostic, Cerinthus
depicted Christ as a heavenly spirit separate from the man Jesus, and he cited the demiurge as creating the
material world. Unlike the Gnostics, Cerinthus taught Christians to observe the Jewish law; his demiurge was
holy, not lowly; and he taught the Second Coming. His gnosis was a secret teaching attributed to an apostle.
Some scholars believe that the First Epistle of John was written as a response to Cerinthus.[33]

á The Ophites, so-named because they worshiped the serpent of Genesis as the bestower of knowledge.
á The Cainites, as the term implies, worshiped Cain, as well as Esau, Korah, and the Sodomites. There is little

evidence concerning the nature of this group; however, it is surmisable that they believed that indulgence in sin
was the key to salvation because since the body is evil, one must defile it through immoral activity (see
libertinism). The name Cainite is used as the name of a religious movement, and not in the usual Biblical sense
of people descended from Cain. According to Biblical text, which is our only source of knowledge about the
man Cain, all descendants of Cain perished in Noah's Flood, as only Noah's family survived, deriving from the
line of Seth.

á The Carpocratians, a libertine sect following only the Gospel according to the Hebrews
á The Borborites, a libertine Gnostic sect, said to be descended from the Nicolaitans
á The Paulicans, an Adoptionist group, also accused by medieval sources as Gnostic and quasi Manichaean

Christian. They flourished between 650 and 872 in Armenia and the Eastern Themes of the Byzantine Empire
á The Bogomils, the synthesis of Armenian Paulicianism and the Bulgarian Orthodox Church reform movement,

which emerged in Bulgaria between 927 and 970 and spread throughout Europe
á The Cathars (Cathari, Albigenses or Albigensians) are typically seen as being imitative of Gnosticism;

whether or not the Cathari possessed direct historical influence from ancient Gnosticism is disputed. Though
the basic conceptions of Gnostic cosmology are to be found in Cathar beliefs (most distinctly in their notion of
a lesser, Satanic, creator god), they did not apparently place any special relevance upon knowledge (gnosis) as
an effective salvific force. For the relationship between these medieval heresies and earlier Gnostic forms, see
historical discussion above.
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Gnosticism and Judaism
Gershom Scholem once described Gnosticism as "the Greatest case of metaphysical anti-Semitism", though
Professor Steven Bayme stated that gnosticism would be better characterized as anti-Judaism. [34] However, recent
research into the origins of Gnosticism shows a strong Jewish influence, particularly from Hekhalot literature.[3]

Kabbalah
Gnostic ideas found a Jewish variation in the mystical study of Kabbalah. The Kabbalists took many core Gnostic
ideas and used them to dramatically reinterpret earlier Jewish sources according to this new system. See Gershom
Scholem's Origins of the Kabbalah for further discussion. The Kabbalists originated in 13th century Provence which
was at that time also the center of the Gnostic Cathars. While some scholars in the middle of the 20th century tried to
assume an influence between the Cathar "gnostics" and the origins of the Kabbalah, this assumption has proved to be
an incorrect generalization which is not substantiated by any original texts.[35] On the other hand, other scholars,
such as Scholem, postulated that there was originally a "Jewish gnosticism", which influenced the early origins of
gnosticism.[2]

Kabbalah, does not employ the terminology or labels of non-Jewish Gnosticism, but grounds the same or similar
concepts in the language of the Torah (the first five books of the Hebrew Bible).[36] The 13th century Book of Zohar
("Splendor"), a foundational text in Kabbalah, is written in the style of a Jewish Aramaic Midrash, clarifying the five
books of the Torah with a new Kabbalistic system which uses completely Jewish terms.[37]

Important terms and concepts
Please note that the following are only summaries of various Gnostic interpretations that exist. The roles of familiar
beings such as Jesus Christ, Sophia, and the Demiurge usually share the same general themes between systems but
may have somewhat different functions or identities ascribed to them.

äon
In many Gnostic systems, the óons are the various emanations of the superior God, who is also known by such
names as the One, the Monad, Aion teleos (Greek: "The Complete òon"), Bythos (Greek: ïñóáò, 'Depth' or
'profundity'), Proarkhe (Greek: ãôáöôõé, "Before the Beginning'), E Arkhe (Greek: ú ùôõå, 'The Beginning'), Ennoia
(Greek: "Thought") of the Light[38] or Sige (Greek: ûÖÄé, "Silence").[39] From this first being, also an óon, a series
of different emanations occur, beginning in certain Gnostic texts with the hermaphroditic Barbelo,[9] [40] [41] from
which successive pairs of aeons emanate, often in male-female pairings called syzygies;[42] the numbers of these
pairings varied from text to text, though some identify their number as being thirty.[43] The aeons as a totality
constitute the pleroma, the "region of light". The lowest regions of the pleroma are closest to the darkness; that is,
the physical world.
Two of the most commonly paired óons were Jesus and Sophia (Greek: "Wisdom"); the latter refers to Jesus as her
'consort' in A Valentinian Exposition.[44] Sophia, emanating without her partner, resulting in the production of the
Demiurge (Greek: lit. "public builder"),[45] who is also referred to as Yaldabaoth and variations thereof in some
Gnostic texts.[9] This creature is concealed outside the Pleroma;[9] in isolation, and thinking itself alone, it creates
materiality and a host of co-actors, referred to as archons. The demiurge is responsible for the creation of mankind,
by create he traps elements of the Pleroma stolen from Sophia in human bodies.[9] [12] In response, the Godhead
emanates two savior óons, Christ and the Holy Spirit; Christ then embodies itself in the form of Jesus, in order to be
able to teach man how to achieve gnosis, by which they may return to the Pleroma.[4]
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Archon
In late antiquity some variants of Gnosticism used the term Archon to refer to several servants of the Demiurge.[12]

In this context they may be seen as having the roles of the angels and demons of the Old Testament.
According to Origen's Contra Celsum, a sect called the Ophites posited the existence of seven archons, beginning
with Iadabaoth or Ialdabaoth, who created the six that follow: Iao, Sabaoth, Adonaios, Elaios, Astaphanos and
Horaios.[46] Similarly to the Mithraic Kronos and Vedic Narasimha, a form of Vishnu, Ialdabaoth had a head of a
lion.[9] [47] [48]

Abraxas/Abrasax

Engraving from an Abraxas stone.

The Egyptian Gnostic Basilideans referred to a figure called Abraxas who
was at the head of 365 spiritual beings (Irenaeus, Adversus Haereses, I.24); it
is unclear what to make of Irenaeus' use of the term 'Archon', which may
simply mean 'ruler' in this context. The role and function of Abraxas for
Basilideans is not clear.

The word Abraxas was engraved on certain antique gemstones, called on that
account Abraxas stones, which may have been used as amulets or charms by
Gnostic sects. In popular culture, Abraxas is sometimes considered the name
of a god who incorporated both Good and Evil (God and Demiurge) in one
entity, and therefore representing the monotheistic God, singular, but (unlike,
for example, the Christian God) not omni-benevolent. (See Hesse's Demian,
and Jung's Seven Sermons to the Dead.) Opinions abound on Abraxas, who in
recent centuries has been claimed to be both an Egyptian god and a demon,
sometimes even being associated with the dual nature of Satan/Lucifer. The
word abracadabra may be related to Abraxas.

The above information relates to interpretations of ancient amulets and to
reports of Christian heresy hunters which are not always clear.
Actual ancient Gnostic texts from the Nag Hammadi Library, such as the
Coptic Gospel of the Egyptians, refer to Abrasax as an Aeon dwelling with Sophia and other Aeons of the Spiritual
Fullness in the light of the luminary Eleleth. In several texts, the luminary Eleleth is the last of the luminaries
(Spiritual Lights) that come forward, and it is the Aeon Sophia, associated with Eleleth, who encounters darkness
and becomes involved in the chain of events that leads to the Demiurge and Archon's rule of this world, and the
salvage effort that ensues. As such, the role of Aeons of Eleleth, including Abrasax, Sophia, and others, pertains to
this outer border of the Divine Fullness that encounters the ignorance of the world of Lack and interacts to rectify the
error of ignorance in the world of materiality.

Words like or similar to Abraxas or Abrasax also appear in the Greek Magical Papyri. There are similarities and
differences between such figures in reports about Basiledes' teaching, in the larger magical traditions of the
Graeco-Roman world, in the classic ancient Gnostic texts such as the Gospel of the Egyptians, and in later magical
and esoteric writings.
The Swiss Psychologist Carl Jung wrote a short Gnostic treatise in 1916 called The Seven Sermons to the Dead,
which called Abraxas a God higher than the Christian God and Devil, that combines all opposites into one Being.
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Demiurge

A lion-faced deity found on a Gnostic
gem in Bernard de Montfaucon's

L'antiquitü expliquüe et reprüsentüe en
figures may be a depiction of the

Demiurge; however, cf. Mithraic Zervan
Akarana [49]

The term Demiurge derives from the Latinized form of the Greek term
dímiourgos, ÄÅÇÉÑÖÜáàâ (literally "public or skilled worker"), and refers to
an entity responsible for the creation of the physical universe and the physical
aspect of humanity. The term dímiourgos occurs in a number of other
religious and philosophical systems, most notably Platonism. Moral
judgements of the demiurge vary from group to group within the broad
category of Gnosticism - such judgements usually correspond to each group's
judgement of the status of materiality as being inherently evil, or else merely
flawed and as good as its passive constituent matter will allow.

Like Plato does, Gnosticism presents a distinction between a supranatural,
unknowable reality and the sensible materiality of which the demiurge is
creator. However, in contrast to Plato, several systems of Gnostic thought
present the Demiurge as antagonistic to the Supreme God: his act of creation
either in unconscious and fundamentally flawed imitation of the divine
model, or else formed with the malevolent intention of entrapping aspects of
the divine in materiality. Thus, in such systems, the Demiurge acts as a
solution to the problem of evil. In the Apocryphon of John (several versions
of which are found in the Nag Hammadi library), the Demiurge has the name "Yaltabaoth", and proclaims himself as
God:

"Now the archon who is weak has three names. The first name is Yaltabaoth, the second is Saklas, and the
third is Samael. And he is impious in his arrogance which is in him. For he said, 'I am God and there is no
other God beside me,' for he is ignorant of his strength, the place from which he had come."

"Samael", in the Judeo-Christian tradition, refers to the evil angel of death, and corresponds to the Christian demon
of that name, one second only to Satan. Literally, it can mean "blind god" or "god of the blind" in Aramaic (Syriac
sìmÑa-Öel); another alternative title is "Saklas", Aramaic for "fool" (Syriac sìkla "the foolish one").
Gnostic myth recounts that Sophia (Greek, literally meaning "wisdom"), the Demiurge's mother and a partial aspect
of the divine Pleroma or "Fullness", desired to create something apart from the divine totality, and without the
receipt of divine assent. In this abortive act of separate creation, she gave birth to the monstrous Demiurge and,
being ashamed of her deed, she wrapped him in a cloud and created a throne for him within it. The Demiurge,
isolated, did not behold his mother, nor anyone else, and thus concluded that only he himself existed, being ignorant
of the superior levels of reality that were his birth-place.
The Gnostic myths describing these events are full of intricate nuances portraying the declination of aspects of the
divine into human form; this process occurs through the agency of the Demiurge who, having stolen a portion of
power from his mother, sets about a work of creation in unconscious imitation of the superior Pleromatic realm.
Thus Sophia's power becomes enclosed within the material forms of humanity, themselves entrapped within the
material universe: the goal of Gnostic movements was typically the awakening of this spark, which permitted a
return by the subject to the superior, non-material realities which were its primal source. (See Sethian Gnosticism.)
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Gnosis
The word 'Gnosticism' is a modern construction, though based on an antiquated linguistic expression: it comes from
the Greek word meaning 'knowledge', gnosis (ÄÅÇÉÑÖ). However, gnosis itself refers to a very specialised form of
knowledge, deriving both from the exact meaning of the original Greek term and its usage in Platonist philosophy.
Unlike modern English, ancient Greek was capable of discerning between several different forms of knowing. These
different forms may be described in English as being propositional knowledge, indicative of knowledge acquired
indirectly through the reports of others or otherwise by inference (such as "I know of George Bush" or "I know
Berlin is in Germany"), and empirical knowledge acquired by direct participation or acquaintance (such as "I know
George Bush personally" or "I know Berlin, having visited").
Gnosis (ÄÅÇÉÑÖ) refers to knowledge of the second kind. Therefore, in a religious context, to be 'Gnostic' should be
understood as being reliant not on knowledge in a general sense, but as being specially receptive to mystical or
esoteric experiences of direct participation with the divine. Indeed, in most Gnostic systems the sufficient cause of
salvation is this 'knowledge of' ('acquaintance with') the divine. This is commonly identified with a process of inward
'knowing' or self-exploration, comparable to that encouraged by Plotinus (ca. 205Å270 AD). However, as may be
seen, the term 'gnostic' also had precedent usage in several ancient philosophical traditions, which must also be
weighed in considering the very subtle implications of its appellation to a set of ancient religious groups.

Monad (apophatic theology)
In many Gnostic systems (and heresiologies), God is known as the Monad, the One, The Absolute, Aion teleos (The
Perfect òon), Bythos (Depth or Profundity, ôöõäÖ), Proarkhe (Before the Beginning, âúäêúùí), and E Arkhe (The
Beginning, í êúùí). God is the high source of the pleroma, the region of light. The various emanations of God are
called óons.
Within certain variations of Gnosticism, especially those inspired by Monoimus, the Monad was the highest God
which created lesser gods, or elements (similar to óons).
According to Hippolytus, this view was inspired by the Pythagoreans, who called the first thing that came into
existence the Monad, which begat the dyad, which begat the numbers, which begat the point, begetting lines, etc.
This was also clarified in the writings of Plato, Aristotle and Plotinus. This teaching being largely Neopythagorean
via Numenius as well.
This Monad is the spiritual source of everything which emanates the pleroma, and could be contrasted to the dark
Demiurge (Yaldabaoth) that controls matter.
The Sethian cosmogony as most famously contained in the Apocryphon ('Secret book') of John describes an
unknown God, very similar to the orthodox apophatic theology, although very different from the orthodox credal
teachings that there is one such god who is identified also as creator of heaven and earth. In describing the nature of
a creator god associated with Biblical texts, orthodox theologians often attempt to define God through a series of
explicit positive statements, themselves universal but in the divine taken to their superlative degrees: he is
omniscient, omnipotent and truly benevolent. The Sethian conception of the most hidden transcendent God is, by
contrast, defined through negative theology: he is immovable, invisible, intangible, ineffable; commonly, 'he' is seen
as being hermaphroditic, a potent symbol for being, as it were, 'all-containing'. In the Apocryphon of John, this god
is good in that it bestows goodness. After the apophatic statements, the process of the Divine in action are used to
describe the effect of such a god.
An apophatic approach to discussing the Divine is found throughout gnosticism, Vedanta, and Platonic and
Aristotelian theology as well. It is also found in some Judaic sources.
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Pleroma
Pleroma (Greek âçíúîèê) generally refers to the totality of God's powers. The term means fullness, and is used in
Christian theological contexts: both in Gnosticism generally, and in Colossians 2.9.
Gnosticism holds that the world is controlled by evil archons, one of whom is the demiurge, the deity of the Old
Testament who holds the human spirit captive.
The heavenly pleroma is the center of divine life, a region of light "above" (the term is not to be understood
spatially) our world, occupied by spiritual beings such as aeons (eternal beings) and sometimes archons. Jesus is
interpreted as an intermediary aeon who was sent from the pleroma, with whose aid humanity can recover the lost
knowledge of the divine origins of humanity. The term is thus a central element of Gnostic cosmology.
Pleroma is also used in the general Greek language and is used by the Greek Orthodox church in this general form
since the word appears under the book of Colossians. Proponents of the view that Paul was actually a gnostic, such
as Elaine Pagels of Princeton University, view the reference in Colossians as something that was to be interpreted in
the gnostic sense.

Sophia
In Gnostic tradition, the term Sophia (ûoü ê, Greek for "wisdom") refers to the final and lowest emanation of God.
In most if not all versions of the gnostic myth, Sophia births the demiurge, who in turn brings about the creation of
materiality. The positive or negative depiction of materiality thus resides a great deal on mythic depictions of
Sophia's actions. She is occasionally referred to by the Hebrew equivalent of Achamoth (this is a feature of Ptolemy's
version of the Valentinian gnostic myth). Jewish Gnosticism with a focus on Sophia was active by 90.
Almost all gnostic systems of the Syrian or Egyptian type taught that the universe began with an original,
unknowable God, referred to as the Parent or Bythos, as the Monad by Monoimus, or the first Aeon by still other
traditions. From this initial unitary beginning, the One spontaneously emanated further Aeons, pairs of progressively
'lesser' beings in sequence. The lowest of these pairs were Sophia and Christ. The Aeons together made up the
Pleroma, or fullness, of God, and thus should not be seen as distinct from the divine, but symbolic abstractions of the
divine nature.

History

The development of the Syrian-Egyptian school
Bentley Layton has sketched out a relationship between the various gnostic movements in his introduction to The
Gnostic Scriptures (SCM Press, London, 1987). In this model, 'Classical Gnosticism' and 'The School of Thomas'
antedated and influenced the development of Valentinus, who was to found his own school of Gnosticism in both
Alexandria and Rome, whom Layton called 'the great [Gnostic] reformer' and 'the focal point' of Gnostic
development. While in Alexandria, where he was born, Valentinus probably would have had contact with the
Gnostic teacher Basilides, and may have been influenced by him.
Valentinianism flourished throughout the early centuries of the common era: while Valentinus himself lived from ca.
100Å180 AD/CE, a list of sectarians or heretics, composed in 388 AD/CE, against whom Emperor Constantine
intended legislation includes Valentinus (and, presumably, his inheritors). The school is also known to have been
extremely popular: several varieties of their central myth are known, and we know of 'reports from outsiders from
which the intellectual liveliness of the group is evident' (Markschies, Gnosis: An Introduction, 94). It is known that
Valentinus' students, in further evidence of their intellectual activity, elaborated upon the teachings and materials
they received from him (though the exact extent of their changes remains unknown), for example, in the version of
the Valentinian myth brought to us through Ptolemy.
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Valentinianism might be described as the most elaborate and philosophically 'dense' form of the Syrian-Egyptian
schools of Gnosticism, though it should be acknowledged that this in no way debarred other schools from attracting
followers: Basilides' own school was popular also, and survived in Egypt until the 4th century.
Simone Petrement, in A Separate God, in arguing for a Christian origin of Gnosticism, places Valentinus after
Basilides, but before the Sethians. It is her assertion that Valentinus represented a moderation of the anti-Judaism of
the earlier Hellenized teachers; the demiurge, widely regarded to be a mythological depiction of the Old Testament
God of the Hebrews, is depicted as more ignorant than evil. (See below.)

Manichean priests writing at their desks, with panel inscription in
Sogdian. Manuscript from Khocho, Tarim Basin.

The development of the Persian school

An alternate heritage is offered by Kurt Rudolph in his
book Gnosis: The Nature & Structure of Gnosticism
(Koehler and Amelang, Leipzig, 1977), to explain the
lineage of Persian Gnostic schools. The decline of
Manicheism that occurred in Persia in the 5th century
was too late to prevent the spread of the movement into
the east and the west. In the west, the teachings of the
school moved into Syria, Northern Arabia, Egypt and
North Africa (where Augustine was a member of the
school from 373-382); from Syria it progressed still
farther, into Palestine, Asia Minor and Armenia. There
is evidence for Manicheans in Rome and Dalmatia in
the 4th century, and also in Gaul and Spain. The
influence of Manicheanism was attacked by imperial
elects and polemical writings, but the religion remained
prevalent until the 6th century, and still exerted
influence in the emergence of the Paulicians, Bogomils
and Cathari in the Middle Ages, until it was ultimately
stamped out as a heresy by the Catholic Church.

In the east, Rudolph relates, Manicheanism was able to
bloom, given that the religious monopoly position
previously held by Christianity and Zoroastrianism had
been broken by nascent Islam. In the early years of the
Arab conquest, Manicheanism again found followers in Persia (mostly amongst educated circles), but flourished
most in Central Asia, to which it had spread through Iran. Here, in 762, Manicheanism became the state religion of
the Uyghur Empire.

Neoplatonism and Gnosticism

Historical relations between antique Greek Philosophy and Gnosticism
The earliest origins of Gnosticism are still obscure and disputed, but they probably include influence from Plato, 
Middle Platonism and Neo-Pythagoreanism academies or schools of thought, and this seems to be true both of the 
more Sethian Gnostics, and of the Valentinian Gnostics.[50] Further, if we compare different Sethian texts to each 
other in an attempted chronology of the development of Sethianism during the first few centuries, it seems that later 
texts are continuing to interact with Platonism. Earlier texts such as Apocalypse of Adam show signs of being 
pre-Christian and focus on the Seth, third son of Adam and Eve. These early Sethians may be identical to or related
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to the Notzrim, Ophites or to the sectarian group called the Minuth by Philo.[51] [52] Later Sethian texts such as
Zostrianos and Allogenes draw on the imagery of older Sethian texts, but utilize "a large fund of philosophical
conceptuality derived from contemporary Platonism, (that is late middle Platonism) with no traces of Christian
content."[53] Indeed the doctrine of the "triple-powered one" found in the text Allogenes, as discovered in the Nag
Hammadi Library, is "the same doctrine as found in the anonymous Parmenides commentary (Fragment XIV)
ascribed by Hadot to Porphyry [...] and is also found in Plotinus' Ennead 6.7, 17, 13-26."[50]

Rejection by antique Greek Philosophy
However, by the 3rd century Neoplatonists, such as Plotinus, Porphyry and Amelius are all attacking the Sethians. It
looks as if Sethianism began as a pre-Christian tradition, possibly a syncretic[54] that incorporated elements of
Christianity and Platonism as it grew, only to have both Christianity and Platonism reject and turn against it.
Professor John D Turner believes that this double attack led to Sethianism fragmentation into numerous smaller
groups (Audians, Borborites, Archontics and perhaps Phibionites, Stratiotici, and Secundians).[53] Scholarship on
Gnosticism has been greatly advanced by the discovery and translation of the Nag Hammadi texts, which shed light
on some of the more puzzling comments by Plotinus and Porphyry regarding the Gnostics. More importantly, the
texts help to distinguish different kinds of early Gnostics. It now seems clear that "Sethian" and "Valentinian"[55]

gnostics attempted "an effort towards conciliation, even affiliation" with late antique philosophy,[56] and were
rebuffed by some Neoplatonists, including Plotinus.

Philosophical relations between Neoplatonism and Gnosticism
Gnostics borrow a lot of ideas and terms from Platonism. They exhibit a keen understanding of Greek philosophical
terms and the Greek Koine language in general, and use Greek philosophical concepts throughout their text,
including such concepts as hypostasis (reality, existence), ousia (essence, substance, being), and demiurge (creator
God). Good examples include texts such as the Hypostasis of the Archons [57] (Reality of the Rulers) or Trimorphic
Protennoia (The first thought in three forms).

Criticism of gnosticism by antique Greek Philosophy
As a pagan mystic Plotinus considered his opponents heretics[58] and elitist blasphemers,[59] arriving at misotheism
as the solution to the problem of evil, being not traditional or genuine Hellenism (in philosophy or mysticism), but
rather one invented taking all their truths over from Plato,[60] coupled with the idea expressed by Plotinus that the
approach to the infinite force which is the One or Monad cannot be through knowing or not knowing (i.e., dualist,
which is of the dyad or demiurge).[61] [62] Although there has been dispute as to which Gnostics Plotinus was
referring to it appears they were indeed Sethian.[63] Plotinus' main objection to the Gnostics he was familiar with,
however, was their rejection of the goodness of the demiurge and the material world. He attacks the Gnostics as
vilifying Plato's ontology of the universe as contained in the Timaeus. He accused Gnosticism of vilifying the
Demiurge, or craftsman that crafted the material world, and even of thinking that the material world is evil, or a
prison. As Plotinus explains, the demiurge is the nous (as the first emanation of the One), the ordering principle or
mind, and also reason. Plotinus was also critical of the Gnostic origin of the demiurge as the offspring of wisdom,
represented as a deity called Sophia. She was anthropomorphically expressed as a feminine spirit deity not unlike the
goddess Athena or the Christian Holy Spirit. Plotinus even went so far as to state at one point that if the Gnostics did
believe this world was a prison then they could at any moment free themselves by committing suicide. To some
degree the texts discovered in Nag Hammadi support his allegations, but others such as the Valentinians and the
Tripartite Tractate insist on the goodness of the world and the Demiurge.
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Buddhism and Gnosticism
Early 3rd centuryÅ4th century Christian writers such as Hippolytus and Epiphanius write about a Scythianus, who
visited India around 50 AD from where he brought "the doctrine of the Two Principles". According to Cyril of
Jerusalem, Scythianus' pupil Terebinthus presented himself as a "Buddha" ("He called himself Buddas").[64]

Terebinthus went to Palestine and Judaea ("becoming known and condemned"), and ultimately settled in Babylon,
where he transmitted his teachings to Mani, thereby creating the foundation of Manichaeism:

"But Terebinthus, his disciple in this wicked error, inherited his money and books and heresy, and came to
Palestine, and becoming known and condemned in Judóa he resolved to pass into Persia: but lest he should be
recognised there also by his name he changed it and called himself Buddas."
ÄCyril of Jerusalem, "Catechetical lecture 6" [65]

In the 3rd century, the Syrian writer and Christian Gnostic theologian Bar Daisan described his exchanges with the
religious missions of holy men from India (Greek: ûêúèêÅê¡äÑ, Sramanas), passing through Syria on their way to
Elagabalus or another Severan dynasty Roman Emperor. His accounts were quoted by Porphyry (De abstin., iv, 17)
and Stobaeus (Eccles., iii, 56, 141).
Finally, from the 3rd century to the 12th century, some Gnostic religions such as Manichaeism, which combined
Christian, Hebrew and Buddhist influences (Mani, the founder of the religion, resided for some time in Kushan
lands), spread throughout the Old World, to Gaul and Great Britain in the West, and to China in the East. Some
leading Christian theologians such as Augustine of Hippo were Manichaeans before converting to orthodox
Christianity.
Such exchanges, many more of which may have gone unrecorded, suggest that Buddhism may have had some
influence on early Christianity: "Scholars have often considered the possibility that Buddhism influenced the early
development of Christianity. They have drawn attention to many parallels concerning the births, lives, doctrines, and
deaths of the Buddha and Jesus" (Bentley, "Old World Encounters").

Christianity and Gnosticism
The ascetic notion of immediate revelation through divine knowledge sought to find an absolute transcendence in a
Supreme Deity. This concept is very important in identifying what evidence there is pertaining to Gnosticism[66] in
the NT, which would influence orthodox teaching.[67] Main Gnostic beliefs that differ from Biblical teachings
include: the creator as a lower being [ÜDemiurgeÇ] and not a Supreme Deity; scripture having a deep, hidden meaning
whose true message could only be understood through Ñsecret wisdomÖ;[68] and Jesus as a spirit that ÑseemedÖ[69] to
be human, leading to a belief in the incarnation (Docetism).[70] The traditional Ñformula which enshrines the
IncarnationÉis that in some sense God, without ceasing to be God, was made manÉwhich is a prima facie [Üat first
sightÇ a] contradiction in theological termsÉthe [NT] nowhere reflects on the virgin birth of Jesus as witnessing to
the conjunction of deity and manhood in His personÉthe deity of Jesus was notÉclearly stated in words and [the
book of] Acts gives no hint that it wasÖ.[71] This philosophy[72] was known by the so-called ÑChurch FathersÖ such as
Origen, Irenaeus, and Tertullian.[73]

At its core, Gnosticism formed a speculative interest in the relationship of the oneness of God to the ÜtriplicityÇ of his
manifestations. It seems to have taken Neoplatonic metaphysics of substance and hypostases [ÑbeingÖ][74] as a
departure point for interpreting the relationship of the ÑFatherÖ to the ÑSonÖ[75] in its attempt to define a new
theology.[76] This would point to the infamous theological controversies by Arius[77] against followers of the Greek
Alexandrian school,[78] headed by Athanasius.[79]

The ancient Nag Hammadi Library, discovered in Egypt in the 1940s, revealed how varied this movement was. The 
writers of these manuscripts considered themselves ÜChristiansÇ, but owing to their syncretistic beliefs, borrowed 
heavily from the Greek philosopher Plato. The find included the hotly debated Gospel of Thomas, which parallels 
some of JesusÇ sayings in the Synoptic Gospels. This may point to the existence of a postulated lost textual source for
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the Gospels of Luke and Matthew, known as the Q document.[80] Thus, modern debate is split between those who
see Gnosticism as a pre-Christian form of ÜtheosophyÇ[81] and those who see it as a post-Christian counter-movement.
NT scripture was largely unwritten, at least in the form of canon, existing in the practices, customs and teachings of
the early Christian community. What largely was communicated generation to generation was an oral tradition
passed from the apostles to the Bishops and from Bishops and priests to the faithful through their preaching and way
of life.[82] ConstantineÇs call for unity in the building of the new Roman Church led to his request for Eusebius to
produce some 50 copies of manuscripts. These were approved and accepted by the emperor, which later influenced
the final stages of canonization.[83]

The best known origin story in the NT comes in the person of Simon Magus [Acts 8:9-24]. Although little is known
historically about him, his first disciple is said to have been Basilides.[84] PaulÇs epistles to Timothy contain
refutations of Ñfalse doctrine [and] mythsÖ [1 Tim 1:3-5]. The importance placed here, as in most NT scripture, is to
uphold the truth since through such knowledge God hopes for Ñall menÖ to be saved [1 Tim 2:4]. PaulÇs letters to the
Corinthians have much to say regarding false teachers (2 Co 11:4), ÑspiritualistsÖ [pneumatikosÄ1 Co 2:14-15;
15:44-46] and their gnosis. They warn against the Ñwisdom of the wiseÖ and their Ñhollow and deceptive philosophyÖ
(1 Co 1:19; 2:5ÄNIV; cp. Col 2:1-10; 2:8). The book of Jude also contains scripture exhorting believers to seek the
true faith (Jude 3).
The writings attributed to the Apostle John contain the most significant amount of content directed at combating the
progenitors of heresies.[85] Most Bible scholars agree that these were some of the last parts of the NT written and as
such, can offer the most insights into a 1st century perspective.[86] The writerÇs repeated adherence to true knowledge
(Ñhereby we knowÖÄinherent in JesusÇ ministry) and nature[87] seem to challenge other speculative and opposing
beliefs.
It is hard to sift through what actual evidence there is regarding Gnosticism in the NT due to their historical
synchronicity. The Hammadi library find contains Pagan, Jewish, Greek and early Gnostic influences,[88] further
reinforcing the need to tread lightly. The antiquity of the find being of utmost importance since it shows primary
evidence of texts that may also have influenced the process of NT canonization.[89] [90]

'Gnosticism' as a potentially flawed category
In 1966 in Messina, Italy, a conference was held concerning systems of gnosis. Among its several aims were the
need to establish a program to translate the recently acquired Nag Hammadi library (discussed above) and the need
to arrive at an agreement concerning an accurate definition of 'Gnosticism'. This was in answer to the tendency,
prevalent since the 18th century, to use the term 'gnostic' less as its origins implied, but rather as an interpretive
category for contemporary philosophical and religious movements. For example, in 1835, New Testament scholar
Ferdinand Christian Baur constructed a developmental model of Gnosticism that culminated in the religious
philosophy of Hegel; one might compare literary critic Harold Bloom's recent attempts to identify Gnostic elements
in contemporary American religion, or Eric Voegelin's analysis of totalitarian impulses through the interpretive lens
of Gnosticism.
The 'cautious proposal' reached by the conference concerning Gnosticism is described by Markschies:

In the concluding document of Messina the proposal was 'by the simultaneous application of historical and
typological methods' to designate 'a particular group of systems of the second century after Christ' as
'gnosticism', and to use 'gnosis' to define a conception of knowledge transcending the times which was
described as 'knowledge of divine mysteries for an ¢lite'.

Å Markschies, Gnosis: An Introduction, p. 13

In essence, it had been decided that 'Gnosticism' would become a historically specific term, restricted to mean the 
Gnostic movements prevalent in the 3rd century, while 'gnosis' would be a universal term, denoting a system of 
knowledge retained 'for a privileged ¢lite.' However, this effort towards providing clarity in fact created more
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conceptual confusion, as the historical term 'Gnosticism' was an entirely modern construction, while the new
universal term 'gnosis' was a historical term: 'something was being called "gnosticism" that the ancient theologians
had called "gnosis" ... [A] concept of gnosis had been created by Messina that was almost unusable in a historical
sense'.[91] In antiquity, all agreed that knowledge was centrally important to life, but few were agreed as to what
exactly constituted knowledge; the unitary conception that the Messina proposal presupposed did not exist.[91]

These flaws have meant that the problems concerning an exact definition of Gnosticism persist. It remains current
convention to use 'Gnosticism' in a historical sense, and 'gnosis' universally. Leaving aside the issues with the latter
noted above, the usage of 'Gnosticism' to designate a category of 3rd century religions has recently been questioned
as well. Of note is Michael Allen Williams' Rethinking Gnosticism: An Argument for the Dismantling of a Dubious
Category, in which the author examines the terms by which Gnosticism as a category is defined, and then closely
compares these suppositions with the contents of actual Gnostic texts (the newly recovered Nag Hammadi library
was of central importance to his argument).[92]

Williams argues that the conceptual foundations on which the category of Gnosticism rests are the remains of the
agenda of the heresiologists. Too much emphasis has been laid on perceptions of dualism, body- and matter-hatred,
and anticosmism[93] without these suppositions being properly tested. In essence, the interpretive definition of
Gnosticism that was created by the antagonistic efforts of the early church heresiologists has been taken up by
modern scholarship and reflected in a categorical definition, even though the means now existed to verify its
accuracy. Attempting to do so, Williams contests, reveals the dubious nature of categorical 'Gnosticism', and he
concludes that the term needs replacing in order to more accurately reflect those movements it comprises.[92]

Williams' observations have provoked debate; however, to date his suggested replacement term 'the Biblical
demiurgical tradition' has not become widely used.

Gnosticism in modern times
A number of 19th century thinkers such as William Blake, Arthur Schopenhauer,[94] Albert Pike and Madame
Blavatsky studied Gnostic thought extensively and were influenced by it, and even figures like Herman Melville and
W. B. Yeats were more tangentially influenced.[95] Jules Doinel "re-established" a Gnostic church in France in 1890
which altered its form as it passed through various direct successors (Fabre des Essarts as Tau Synüsius and Joanny
Bricaud as Tau Jean II most notably), and which, although small, is still active today.[96]

Early 20th century thinkers who heavily studied and were influenced by Gnosticism include Carl Jung (who
supported Gnosticism), Eric Voegelin (who opposed it), Jorge Luis Borges (who included it in many of his short
stories), and Aleister Crowley, with figures such as Hermann Hesse being more moderatedly influenced. Rene
Guenon founded the gnostic review, Le Gnose in 1909 (before moving to a more "Perennialist" position). Gnostic
Thelemite organizations, such as Ecclesia Gnostica Catholica and Ordo Templi Orientis, trace themselves to
Crowley's thought.
The discovery and translation of the Nag Hammadi library after 1945 had a huge impact on Gnosticism since World
War II. Thinkers who were heavily influenced by Gnosticism in this period include Hans Jonas, Philip K. Dick and
Harold Bloom, with Albert Camus and Allen Ginsberg being more moderately influenced.[95] A number of
ecclesiastical bodies which think of themselves as Gnostic have been set up or re-founded since World War II as
well, including the Society of Novus Spiritus, Ecclesia Gnostica, the Thomasine Church, the Apostolic Johannite
Church, the Alexandrian Gnostic Church, the North American College of Gnostic Bishops. Celia Green has written
on Gnostic Christianity in relation to her own philosophy.[97]
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heresy (as it was from the Platonist as well as the orthodox Christian point of view) of Gnosticism. A.H. Armstrong introduction to II 9.
Against the Gnostics Pages 220-222

[59] They claimed to be a privileged caste of beings, in whom God alone was interested, and who were saved not by their own efforts but by
some dramatic and arbitrary divine proceeding; and this, Plotinus claimed, led to immorality. Worst of all, they despised and hated the
material universe and denied it's goodness and the goodness of its maker. For a Platonist, this is utter blasphemy -- and all the worse because it
obviously derives to some extent from the sharply other-worldly side of Plato's own teaching (e.g. in the Phaedo). At this point in his attack
Plotinus comes very close in some ways to the orthodox Christian opponents of Gnosticism, who also insist that this world is the work of God
in his goodness. But, here as on the question of salvation, the doctrine which Plotinus is defending is as sharply opposed in other ways to
orthodox Christianity as to Gnosticism: for he maintains not only the goodness of the material universe but also it's eternity and it's divinity.
A.H. Armstrong introduction to II 9. Against the Gnostics Pages 220-222

[60] The teaching of the Gnostics seems to him untraditional, irrational and immoral. They despise and revile the ancient Platonic teachings and
claim to have a new and superior wisdom of their own: but in fact anything that is true in their teaching comes from Plato, and all they have
done themselves is to add senseless complications and pervert the true traditional doctrine into a melodramatic, superstitious fantasy designed
to feed their own delusions of grandeur. They reject the only true way of salvation through wisdom and virtue, the slow patient study of truth
and pursuit of perfection by men who respect the wisdom of the ancients and know their place in the universe. A.H. Armstrong introduction to
II 9. Against the Gnostics Pages 220-222

[61] Faith and Philosophy By David G. Leahy (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=VrB53l4wNK0C& pg=PA5& lpg=PA5& dq=plotinus+
energy& source=web& ots=rbnlnnwui5& sig=84RfXY8ErxUowZm2xT21Nuk8_II#PPA6,M1)

[62] Enneads VI 9.6
[63] This is what the scholar A. H. Armstrong wrote as a footnote in his translation of Plotinus' Enneads in the tract named against the Gnostics.

Footnote from Page 264 1. From this point to the end of ch.12 Plotinus is attacking a Gnostic myth known to us best at present in the form it
took in the system of Valentinus. The Mother, Sophia-Achamoth, produced as a result of the complicated sequence of events which followed
the fall of the higher Sophia, and her offspring the Demiurge, the inferior and ignorant maker of the material universe, are Valentinian figures:
cp. Irenaues adv. Haer 1.4 and 5. Valentinius had been in Rome, and there is nothing improbable in the presence of Valentinians there in the
time of Plotinus. But the evidence in the Life ch.16 suggests that the Gnostics in Plotinus's circle belonged rather to the other group called
Sethians on Archonties, related to the Ophites or Barbelognostics: they probably called themselves simply "Gnostics." Gnostic sects borrowed
freely from each other, and it is likely that Valentinius took some of his ideas about Sophia from older Gnostic sources, and that his ideas in
turn influenced other Gnostics. The probably Sethian Gnostic library discovered at Nag Hammadi included Valentinian treatise: ep. Puech, Le
pp. 162-163 and 179-180.

[64] Cyril of Jerusalem Catechetical Lecture 6, paragraph 23 (http:/ / www. newadvent. org/ fathers/ 310106. htm)
[65] http:/ / www. newadvent. org/ fathers/ 310106. htm
[66] First coined in PlatoÇs Politikos [ÜStatementÇ] as gnostikoi [Üthose capable of knowingÇ], and linking it with knowledge [episteme]

(Introduction to Politikos. Cooper, John M. & Hutchinson, D. S. [Eds.] (1997)
[67] What is understood as ÑorthodoxÖ and ÑGnosticÖ teachings in this early period [1st-2nd century] needs to be redefined due to the complexities

now unfolding regarding their historical and doctrinal similarities. Ed. Note.
[68] The terminology has ties to the passage in Pro 8:23, taking a well known Judaic-concept of ÜpersonificationÇ and defining it with Christ as

the Ñwisdom of GodÖ [1 Co 1:24]. This metaphor was common and understood by most church fathers like Athanasius, Basil, Gregory,
Epiphanius and Cyril. (Racovian Catechism, pp. 73-75)

[69] From the Greek dokein, hence Docetism (Dictionary of the Later NT & its Developments, Intervarsity Press, 1997)
[70] Jesus was Sui Generis, the doctrine of the Ñpre-existentÖ Christ accepted by some Gnostics and ÜorthodoxÇ Christians. Hanson R. P. C (The

Search for the Christian Doctrine of God: The Arian Controversy, 318-381 A.D. Edinburgh T. & T. Clark, 1988)
[71] New Bible Dictionary, (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub., Grand Rapids, MI, 1975), pp. 558-560. Furthermore, scripture teaches that this is not in line

with Judaic [or rabbinic] teaching, something Jesus himself adhered to [Luke 2; John 4:24; Phil 3:3-4]. Also see, Nuesner, Jacob, The Modern
Study of the Mishna, 1997; & Mishne Torah.

[72] In Platonism the soul [psuch§] was self-moving, indivisible; degenerated and eternal, existing before the body which housed it, and longing
to be free from its earthly imprisonment, leading to the Docetist-dualist concept of ÜgoodÇ & ÜevilÇ matter. Ed. Note.

[73] Their own ÜheresiologyÇ would later be attacked as heretical. See, Holt, Reinhard, The Western Heritage of Faith and Reason, Winston N.Y.,
1971), p. 382; Alastair H. B. Logan, Gnostic Truth and Christian Heresy (Hendrickson Publishers, Peabody, MA, 1996)

[74] ÑWas the LordÇs prayer addressed only to the hypostasis of the Father as Üour FatherÇ and the Father of the Son, or to the entire ousia of the
Godhead?Ö Pelikan, Jaroslav. The Christian Tradition: A History of the Development of Doctrine. Vol. 1, the Emergence of the Catholic
Tradition (100-600). Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1971.

[75] A new theological vocabulary capable of explaining this doctrine was created [e.g. homoousios=same essence]. Adopting an idea of
OrigenÇs that easterners would appreciate in their own Sabellianism. Hanson, Search, pp. 687-688

[76] The crisis of the later Roman Empire and move towards the east brought a Ñnew realismÖ which may have inclined Christians to accept the
new theological doctrine. Ed. note

[77] Arius preached that, Ñbefore Christ, God was not yet a FatherÉthere was when he [Jesus] was not.Ö Since most of his works are lost, the
accounts are based on reports of others. Hanson, Search, pp. 5-8.

[78] Alexandria had long been a hotbed of theological innovation and debate where high ranking Christian thinkers used methods from Greek
philosophy as well as Jewish and Christian sources for their teachings. Ed. note
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[79] Although, he took his monotheism seriously, he later taught that the only way to save mankind from moral and physical extinction was for
God to do the unthinkable, descend into human flesh. Athanasius, ÑOn the Incarnation of the WorldÖ, in Phillip Schaff and Henry Wace, eds.,
Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, 2nd Series, vol. 4, Athanasius: Select Works and Letters (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers, 1994)

[80] See Goodacre, Mark. The Case against Q: Studies in Marcan Priority and the Synoptic Problem (Harrisburg, PA: Trinity Press International,
2002); Robinson, James, M. The Nag Hammadi Library, HarperOne, 1990.

[81] The word became familiar to Greeks in the 3rd century with Ammonius Saccas and the Alexandrian Neo-Platonists [or Theurgists]: it was
adopted in 1875 by H. P. Blavatsky and others associated with the Theosophical Society (Blavatsky, H. P. The Secret Doctrine, the synthesis
of science, religion, and philosophy, Theosophical Uni. Press, first published 1888)

[82] Its formulation coinciding with the period most strongly associated with Gnosticism [4th-6th centuries]. See, Eusebius Hist. Eccl;
McDonald, L. M, The Formation of the Biblical Canon (rev. and exp, ed; Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1995).

[83] Dictionary of the Later New Testament, pp. 135-143.
[84] Basilides was one of the earliest and best-known Gnostics (Dictionary of Paul and his Letters, Intervarsity Press, 1993, pp. 350-351)
[85] See Irenóus Adversus Haereses and On the Detection and Overthrow of the So-Called Gnosis
[86] Scholarly debate lies in placing the letters between 70-90AD. & 90-110AD. (Dictionary of the Later NT & its Developments, Intervarsity

Press, 1997)
[87] ÑIn the beginning the Word existed. The Word existed in the presence of God, and the Word was a divine being.Ö John 1:1. A Contemporary

English Translation of the Coptic Text, late 2nd century C.E based on the texts of George William Horner. The Coptic version of the NT in the
southern dialect, otherwise called Sahidic and Thebaic, 1911.

[88] ÑBoth pagan mythologies and Platonic philosophical traditionsÉextensive use of the early chapters of GenesisÉthe obvious centrality of
Jesus Christ [and apostolic figures] in many texts.Ö Dictionary of the Later New Testament, p 410

[89] See Everett Ferguson, "Factors leading to the Selection and Closure of the New Testament Canon," in The Canon Debate. eds. L. M.
McDonald & J. A. Sanders (Hendrickson, 2002); Lindberg, Carter (2006) A Brief History of Christianity. Blackwell Publishing

[90] Works Cited I. Alastair, H. B. Logan, Gnostic Truth and Christian Heresy (Hendrickson Publishers, Peabody, MA, 1996) II. Bewkes, E. G.
The Western Heritage of Faith and Reason (Holt, Rinehart, Winston, N.Y., 1960). III. Blavatsky, H. P. The Secret Doctrine, the synthesis of
science, religion, and philosophy, Theosophical Uni. Press, first published 1888. IV. Cooper, John M. & Hutchinson, D. S. (Eds.) Introduction
to Politikos, 1997. V. Danielou, Jean. The Origin of Latin Christianity (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, PA, 1977). VI. Dictionary of Paul
and his Letters, Intervarsity Press, 1993. VII. Dictionary of the Later New Testament & its Developments, Intervarsity Press, 1997. VIII.
Hanson, R. P. C. The Search for the Christian Doctrine of God: The Arian Controversy, 318-381 AD. Edinburgh T. & T. Clark, 1988. IX.
Holt, Reinhard. The Western Heritage of Faith and Reason, Winston N.Y., 1971. X. Horner, G. W. The Coptic version of the New Testament
in the southern dialect, otherwise called Sahidic and Thebaic, 1911. XI. New Bible Dictionary, Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub., Grand Rapids, MI,
1975. XII. Pelikan, Jaroslav. The Christian Tradition: A History of the Development of Doctrine. Vol. 1, the Emergence of the Catholic
Tradition (100-600). Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1971. XIII. Phillip, Schaff & Wace, Henry eds., Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers,
2nd Series, vol. 4, Athanasius: Select Works and Letters (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers, 1994). XIV. Selwyn, E. G. ÜImage, Fact
and FaithÇ, NTS 1 no. 4 (May 1955). XV. Wolfson, H. A. ÜNotes on Patristic PhilosophyÇ, Harvard Theological Review 57, no. 2 (Apr. 1964)
& the Philosophy of the Church Fathers (Harvard Uni. Press, Publishing, PA. 1976).

[91] Markschies, "Christolph" (2003). Gnosis: An Introduction. T.& T.Clark Ltd. pp.£14Å15.
[92] Williams, Michael Allen (1999). Rethinking "Gnosticism": An Argument for Dismantling a Dubious Category. Princeton: Princeton

University Press. ISBN£0691005427.
[93] Afloroaei, Lucia (2009). "Religious Dualism: Some Logical and Philosophical Difficulties" (http:/ / www. jirrs. org/ jirrs_nr_4/

09-05-JIRRS4-Afloroaei. pdf). Journal for Interdisciplinary Research on Religion and Science 4 (January): 83Å111. . Retrieved 2009-02-13.
[94] Schopenhauer, The World as Will and Representation, Vol. II, Ch. XLVIII
[95] Smith, Richard. "The Modern Relevance of Gnosticism" in The Nag Hammadi Library, 1990 ISBN 0-06-066935-7
[96] Cf. l'Eglise du Pl¢r¨me (http:/ / www. plerome. org)
[97] Green, Celia (1981,2006). Advice to Clever Children. Oxford: Oxford Forum. Ch.s XXXV-XXXVII.
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History of Gnosticism
The history of Gnosticism is subject to a great deal of debate and interpretation. The complex nature of Gnostic
teaching and the fact that much of the material relating to the schools comprising Gnosticism has traditionally come
from critiques by orthodox Christians make it difficult to be precise about early sectarian gnostic systems, although
Neoplatonists like Plotinus also criticized "Gnostics."
Irenaeus in his Adversus Haereses described several different schools of 2nd-century gnosticism in disparaging and
often sarcastic detail while contrasting them with Christianity to their detriment. Despite these problems, scholarly
discussion of Gnosticism at first relied heavily on Irenaeus and other heresiologists, which arguably has led to an
'infiltration' of heresiological agendas into modern scholarship; this was not by choice, but because of a simple lack
of alternative sources.
This state of affairs continued through to modern times; in 1945, however, there was a chance discovery of a cache
of 4th-century Gnostic manuscripts near Nag Hammadi, Egypt. The texts, which had been sealed inside earthen jars,
were discovered by a local man called Mohammed Ali, and now this collection of texts is known as the Nag
Hammadi library; this allowed for the modern study of undiluted 'Gnostic scripture' for the first time. The translation
of the texts from Coptic, their language of composition, into English and other modern languages took place in the
years approaching 1977, when the full Nag Hammadi library was published in English translation. This has clarified
recent discussions of gnosticism, though many would agree that the topic still remains fraught with difficulties.
At the same time, modern movements referencing ancient gnosticism have continued to develop, from origins in the
popular new age and occult movements of the 19th century. Thus 'Gnosticism' is often ascribed to modern sects
where initiates have access to certain arcana. The strict usage of the term remains a historical one however,
specifically indicating a set of ancient religious movements.
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Etymology and philosophical context

The meaning of 'gnosis'
Though the word 'Gnosticism' is a modern construction, it is based on an ancient root; it comes from the Greek word
most often translated as 'knowledge', gnosis (ÄÅ«ÉÑÖ). However, gnosis itself refers to a very specialized form of
knowledge, deriving both from the exact meaning of the original Greek term and its usage in Platonist philosophy
(see Plato's gnostikoiÇ and gnostike episteme from Politicus (or Statesmen) 258e-267a). Gnosis also has a hermetic
understanding. In the Hellenic world gnosis and hermetic understanding were exclusively pagan as one can see in the
word being Koine Greek and deriving from Pagan Platonic philosophy. Platonic and Pythagorian modes of thinking
spread Greek ideas and culture throughout the Hellenic world, introducing the mideastern peoples conquered by
Alexander the Great to many of the concepts that were unique to Greek thinkers of the time (and vice versa). It
should also be noted that Alexander made efforts to unite all conquered peoples under a common language and a
common culture, which led to many cultures adopting Koine Greek as a language for common communication in
commerce between different ethnic and cultural groups.
One of the most important events of this era was the translation of the many Hebrew texts of what is now known as
the Old Testament into a single language (Koine Greek) in a single work (the Seventy or Septuagint). In addition,
many of the Greek ideas of existence (hypostasis) and uniqueness or essence (ousia) and most importantly rational
mind (nous) were introduced into Babylonian, Egyptian, Libyan, Roman, Hebrew, and other Mediterranian cultures,
as was the concept that we exist within the mind of God, Noetic or Nous. This caused many of the educated and
informed people of these cultures to incorporate these ideas and concepts into their own philosophical and religious
belief systems. Gnosticism among those individuals who are called Gnostics, was one such example. Many of the
first Gnostics may have been pagan and Hebrew (Egyptian, Babylonian and Hebrew), predating Christianity.
Unlike modern English, ancient Greek was capable of discerning between several different forms of knowing. These
different forms may be described in English as being propositional knowledge, indicative of knowledge acquired
indirectly through the reports of others or otherwise by inference (such as "I know of George Bush" or "I know
Berlin is in Germany"), and knowledge acquired by direct participation or acquaintance (such as "I know George
Bush personally" or "I know Berlin, having visited").
Gnosis (ÄÅ«ÉÑÖ) refers to knowledge of the second kind. Therefore, in a religious context, to be 'Gnostic' should be
understood as being reliant not on knowledge in a general sense, but as being specially receptive to mystical or
esoteric experiences of direct participation with the divine. Gnosis refers to intimate personal knowledge and insight
from experience. Indeed, in most Gnostic systems the sufficient cause of salvation is this 'knowledge of'
('acquaintance with') the divine. This is commonly associated with a process of inward 'knowing' or self-exploration,
comparable to that encouraged by Plotinus (c. 205Å270 CE). However, as may be seen, the term 'gnostic' also had
precedent usage in several ancient philosophical traditions, which must also be weighed in considering the very
subtle implications of its appellation to a set of ancient religious groups (though currently there is no direct
archaeological evidence to support such a claim outside of the Mediterranean).

The Platonist and Aristotelian traditions
The first usage of the term ÜgnostikoiÇ, that is, 'those capable of knowing', was by Plato in the Politicus (258e-267a),
in which he compares the gnostike episteme ('understanding connected with knowledge') which denotes knowledge
based on mathematical understanding or abstraction knowledge (see Kant), to the praktike episteme ('understanding
connected with practice'). Plato describes the ideal politician as the practitioner par excellence of the former, and his
success is to be considered only in the light of his ability toward this Üart of knowingÇ, irrespective of social rank.
Hence any man, be he ruler or otherwise may thus become, as Plato puts it, ÜroyalÇ. Here, gnostikos makes reference
to an ability to possess certain knowledge, not the condition of possessing knowledge per se or the knowledge that is
itself possessed, nor even, it might be further noted, to the individual who possesses it.
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In ÜThe History of the Term GnostikosÇ in The Rediscovery of Gnosticism (E.J. Brill, Leiden, 1981, 798Å800) Morton
Smith lists users of ÜgnostikosÇ in this manner as being Aristotle, Strato of Lampsacus, Üa series of PythagoreansÇ,
Philo Judaeus and Plutarch, amongst others. Christoph Markschies notes in Gnosis: An Introduction (trans. John
Bowden, T & T Clark, London, 2001) that the term was used extensively only within the Platonist tradition, and
would not have had much relevance outside it.
Despite this, Plato's usage of the descriptive phrase 'royal' to denote the elevated position of the able gnostikoi, and
the availability of such a position to all members of society regardless of rank, would have been greatly appealing to
such early Christians as Clement (Titus Flavius Clementis) of Alexandria, who happily described gnosis as the
central goal of Christian faith. Despite this, Clement is not however typically considered a Gnostic in the modern
sense. Aristotle, who was a student of Plato and later a teacher at Plato's academy, described the ideal life of success
as being the one which is spent in theoretical contemplation (bios theoretikos). Thus, as with Clement, gnosis as such
becomes the central goal of life, extending through the mode of morality into the realms of politics and religion.
Philosophy, according to Aristotle, is a methodically ordered form of attaining this gnosis: 'Philosophy promises
knowledge of being' (Alexander of Aphrodisias, Commentary on the Metaphysics of Aristotle, c. 200 CE).
The ancient Gnosticism related to the texts found at Nag Hammadi and the various ancient reports on such Gnostics,
therefore, could be described as but one of many ancient traditions which are dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge,
and which supply teachings and methodologies that are supposed to aid in such a pursuit. The groups are often
identified by a founder or teacher in the various ancient reports about Gnostics.
As with both the Platonist and the Aristotelian traditions, the pursuit of gnosis is the central occupation of life, and
involves a measure of dedicated contemplation to attain. As with Clement, it may be surmised that the description of
the gnostike episteme by Plato was appealing to early Gnostic formulators. Some early Gnostic movements
emphasize the rarity of such knowledge, for example, some texts and reports associated with the Sethian gnostic
tradition (see below).
Despite the above, the problem remains that the term 'Gnosticism' was rarely if ever self-applied by any group in
antiquity; even if the suitability of the term might be argued from the discussion above, it remains for the most part a
modern typological construction. As a result, the term may be said to draw attention to the doctrine of gnosis out of
proportion to its actual importance to 'Gnostics' themselves.
In ancient times, Irenaeus and Plotinus both referred to the various sects as diverging from the Hellenistic Greek
philosophical understanding. Hence Irenaeus and Plotinus refer to what they saw as distinctive among the various
groups of gnostics.
On the other hand, 'Gnosticism' is still adjectivally applied to systems of belief which do not afford knowledge the
special significance that is logically implied by the term. Such uses of the term 'Gnosticism' rely on other similarities,
such as structural parallels in various texts and visions. This tactic could be said to stretch the category's usefulness
in meaningful discussion in a broader context. In certain cases, such broad usage has also led to confusion between
various ancient and modern usages of the term, even among scholars.

Neoplatonism and Plotinus' Address to the Gnostics

The text which has come to be known as Plotinus' Address to the Gnostics or Against the Gnostics is more properly
known as 'Against those that affirm the creator of the kosmos and the kosmos itself to be evil'. The text appears in the
ninth tractate of the second Ennead, the Enneads being the works of Plotinus as collated and edited by Porphyry, his
disciple. It is known that Plotinus' writing was poor, and that he detested revising and correcting his work, preferring
to leave such tasks to others. The name was given to the text by Plotinus as pointed out in the Life of Plotinus.
Also many Neoplatonic philosophers while not directly criticising gnosticism did however explicitly use demiurgic 
or creative teachings to bring about salvation to their followers [1]. Pro demiurgic Neoplatonic philosophers included 
Porphyry, Proclus, Iamblichus of Chalcis. Pre Neoplatonic philosopher and Neo pythagorian philosopher Numenius 
of Apamea. The Demiurge being Plato's creator of the material world demiurgic as to participate in the creative
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processes of the universe bringing one closer to the Demiurge or creator.
The formation of the text is as an address delivered by Plotinus to a number of his students, who have apparently
been corrupted by ideas other than Plotinus' own. As such, the tract takes the form of an extended address by the
philosopher, and he occasionally acknowledges the audience as intimates. Although Plotinus is very specific in that
he states his target is not his students exclusively, but Gnostics so called.
The general tendency to view the text much as Porphyry's titles Å both the abbreviated and the lengthier versions Å
summarize it has recently come under challenge. To do so makes several assumptions and is not the generally accept
view since this contradicts the Life of Plotinus. Doubts concerning the accuracy of the abbreviated title in reflecting
the text's central intentions might arise, especially when it is considered that the word 'Gnostic' is very seldom
encountered in the text itself. Though Plotinus himself pointed out that he felt that the group should not garner too
much attention. Also people might become confused because of the Platonic use of the word "gnostic" and then also
this sectarian use of the word. This is why Plotinus' attack is direct and brief. In A. H. Armstrong's translation of The
Enneads, 'Gnostic' occurs only eleven times in the tractate in question, often as editorial emendations for neutral
phrases such as 'they' (ö¢Ñá¢ò) or 'the others' (ÑÇÅ ö£ÇÅ). A. H. Armstrong is very clear in his introduction to the
Against the Gnostics tract to clarify via the Nag Hammadi that Plotinus was indeed attacking the secterians who
claimed the Sethian cosmology as Plotinus' target.
Morton Smith has hypothesized that Porphyry was influenced in his chosen title by the success of Irenaeus's
Adversus Haereses, which was well known in Rome at the time; Porphyry thus appropriated the form of the title to
describe a schismatic group, though recalling the discussion above, it would be likely that Porphyry would
understand 'Gnostic' in a Platonist context, rather than a Christian one. The description of his opponent's libertinism,
for example, does not sit well with the evidence of ascetic tendencies within Gnostic texts (see below), and this has
been noted by Michael Allen Williams. Morton Smith has taken the opposite position and used the Secret Gospel of
Mark as gnostic text to validate that certain gnostic secterians were indeed libertine, also see the Cainites. Michael
Williams does not address Morton Smith's views on gnosticism's libertinism and or The Secret Gospel of Mark, nor
does he mention the references to libertines or antinomianism made by Philo (see On the Migration of Abraham
86Å93), or R. Yohanan ben Zakkaiunder under the term Minuth. Michael Williams has pointed out that Plotinus
arrives at this conclusion of libertinism by a process of Ürhetorical magicÇ, rather than Üdirect observationÇ.[2]

Observing that ultimately only two moral choices pertain Åeither dedicating oneself to bodily pleasure or to the
pursuit of virtueÅ, Plotinus reasons that, since his opponents appear uninterested in the operations of virtue, they
must therefore despise 'all the laws of the world'. Michael Allen Williams though does not call into question who
Plotinus' target is. He affirms them as being the Gnostics secterians that Plotinus was attacking. Gnostics that would
fall under the heading today as secterians of Gnosticism. Thus the accusations of libertinism are not necessarily
observations of Gnostic behaviour per se, but are rather hypotheses extrapolated from his opponent's apparently
neglectful attitude to virtue.
This does not limit his attack on the core tenets of the Gnostic Sethian cosmology as the longer title of the tract
reveals. Plotinus attacks his opponents as blasphemers and imbeciles who stole all of their truths from Plato. Stating
that the creation cosmology of Sophia and the demiurge "surpasses sheer folly".[3] Plotinus states of the mindset that
if someone is a Gnostic, that they are already saved by God regardless of their behavior, this would lead to
libertinism. One might compare the Ürhetorical subterfugeÇ of Irenaeus in Adversus Haereses: he creates a dilemma
upon the horns of which he claims his opponents are caught, forcing them to accept one of Ütwo equally unacceptable
alternativesÇ (Denis Minns, Irenaeus, London: Geoffrey Chapman, 1994, 26). Thus, by trapping his pupils within
such a dilemma, Plotinus hopes to convince them of the inferiority of the learnings by which they have been
corrupted.
Dr. Christos Evangeliou purposed the idea that the group of Gnostics that Plotinus was attacking in his "Against the 
Gnostics" were possibly Syncretic Christians, or Gnostic Christians, during the First International Conference on 
Neoplatonism and Gnosticism in the 1980s. Evangeliou forwarded this hypothesis because some of the same ways
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that Plotinus was criticizing the Gnostics, Porphyry later used as ways to criticize Christianity, in Porphyry's Against
Christianity. Evangeliou also noted that some things that Plotinus criticized the gnostics for could also be applied to
orthodox Christianity. If Evangeliou still holds this to be true is unclear and it is not apparently reflected in some of
his more current works.[4] This was also addressed by Richard Wallis in his History of Philosophy. This dialogue
was challenged (though indirectly) by other scholars of the field in light of the Nag Hammadi discovery, most
importantly by A. H. Armstrong.

Sources

Heresiologists and Gnostic detractors
Prior to the discovery of the Nag Hammadi library in 1945 (arguably until its translation and eventual publication in
1977), Gnosticism was known primarily only through the works of heresiologists, Church Fathers who worked to
chronicle those movements perceived to be deviating from the developing orthodox church, and to refute their
teachings as they did so, with the ultimate aim of demonstrating their moral inferiority. The problems with such
sources are immediately apparent: given the avowed antagonism of such writers to that which they reported, could
they be trusted to maintain accuracy, despite their bias? The Nag Hammadi library generally confirms that the
heresiologists' summaries of Gnosticism give an accurate, albeit incomplete and polemical, portrayal of the
movement, its beliefs and practices.
The list below briefly details the works of several of the more significant of the heresiologists; however, the list
could be expanded to contain Origen, Clement of Alexandria, Epiphanius of Salamis, and others. The analytical
tactics employed by each heresiologist will also be given, where possible.

Justin

Justin Martyr (c. 100/114 Å c. 162/168), the early Christian apologist, wrote the First Apology, addresses to Roman
Emperor Antoninus Pius, which mentions his lost 'Compendium Against the Heretics', a work which reputedly
reports on the activities of Simon Magus, Menander and Marcion; since this time, both Simon and Menander have
been considered as 'proto-Gnostic' (Markschies, Gnosis, 37). Despite this paucity of surviving texts Justin Martyr
remains a useful historical figure, as he allows us to determine the time and context in which the first gnostic systems
arose. Outside of the earliest forms of gnosticism as indicted by the Apocalypse of Adam which is pre-Christian.
Marcion is popularly labelled a gnostic, however most scholars do not consider him a gnostic at all, for example, the
Encyclopedia Britannica article on Marcion [32] clearly states: "In Marcion's own view, therefore, the founding of his
churchÄto which he was first driven by oppositionÄamounts to a reformation of Christendom through a return to
the gospel of Christ and to Paul; nothing was to be accepted beyond that. This of itself shows that it is a mistake to
reckon Marcion among the Gnostics. A dualist he certainly was, but he was not a Gnostic."

Irenaeus

Irenaeus' central work, which was written c. 180Å185 AD, is commonly known by the Latin title Adversus Haereses
('Against the Heretics'). The full title is Conviction and Refutation of Knowledge So-Called, and it is collected in five
volumes. The work is apparently a reaction against Greek merchants who were apparently conducting an oratorial
campaign concerning a quest for knowledge within Irenaeus' Gaulish bishopric.
Irenaeus' general approach in Adversus Haereses was to identify Simon Magus from Flavia Neapolis in Samaria
(modern-day Palestine) as the inceptor of Gnosticism, 'its source and root' (Adversus Haereses, I.22.2). From there
he charted an apparent spread of the teachings of Simon through the ancient 'knowers', as he calls them, into the
teachings of Valentinus and other, contemporary Gnostic sects. This understanding of the transmission of Gnostic
ideas, despite Irenaeus' certain antagonistic bias, is often utilized today, though it has been criticized.
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Against the teachings of his opponents, which Irenaeus presented as confused and ill-organized, Irenaeus
recommended a simple faith that all could follow, 'oriented on the criterion of truth that had come down in the
church from the apostles to those in positions of responsibility' (Markschies, Gnosis, 30Å31). Therefore Irenaeus'
work might justifiably be seen as an early attempt by a Christian writer to posit the idea of a fully formed orthodoxy
transmitted from the apostles directly after Christ's death and which in support possesses a rigorously defined
hierarchical authority. From such a stable and superior authority heresies according divide by deviation from the
norm it maintains, rather than developing alongside it by alternate yet related lines.

Hippolytus

Hippolytus was an early Christian writer elected as the first Antipope in 217. He died as a martyr in 235. He was
known for his polemical works against the Jews, pagans and heretics; the most important of these being the
seven-volume Refutatio Omnium Haeresium ('Refutation Against all Heresies'), of which only fragments are known.
Of all the groups reported upon by Hippolytus, thirty-three are considered Gnostic by modern scholars, including 'the
foreigners' and 'the Seth people'. As well as this, Hippolytus presents individual teachers such as Simon, Valentinus,
Secundus, Ptolemy, Heracleon, Marcus and Colorbasus; however, he rarely reproduces sources, instead tending only
to report titles. Also of interest, a sect known to Hippolytus as the 'Naasenes' frequently called themselves 'knowers':
'They take [their] name from the Hebrew word snake. Later they called themselves knowers, since they claimed that
they alone knew the depths of wisdom' (Refutatio, V.6.3f).
Hippolytus considered the groups he surveyed to have become involved in Greek philosophy to their detriment. They
had grievously misunderstood its foundations and thus had arrived at illogical constructions, through its influence
becoming hopelessly confused (Markschies, Gnosis, 33).

Tertullian

Tertullian (Quintus Septimius Florens Tertullianus, c. 155Å230) was a prolific writer from Carthage, the region that
is now modern Tunisia. He wrote a text entitled Adversus Valentinianos ('Against the Valentinians'), c. 206, as well
as five books around 207Å208 chronicling and refuting the teachings of Marcion.

Eusebius
The historian Eusebius wrote an entire section of his histories devoted to the early Christian gnostics and their
historical development.[5]

Gnostic texts preserved before 1945
Prior to the discovery at Nag Hammadi, only the following texts were available to students of Gnosticism.
Reconstructions were attempted from the records of the heresiologists, but these were necessarily coloured by the
motivation behind the source accounts (see above).
á Works preserved by the Church:

á Acts of Thomas (Especially The Hymn of the Pearl and The Hymn of the Robe of Glory)
á The Acts of John (Especially The Hymn of Jesus)

á The Askew Codex (British Museum, bought in 1784):
á Pistis Sophia: Books of the Savior

á The Bruce Codex (discovered by James Bruce):
á The Gnosis of the Invisible God or The Books of Jeu
á The Untitled Apocalypse or The Gnosis of the Light

á The Berlin Codex or The Akhmim Codex (found in Akhmim, Egypt):
á The Gospel of Mary
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á The Acts of Peter
á The Wisdom of Jesus Christ

á Unknown origin:
á The Secret Gospel of Mark
á The Hermetica

The Nag Hammadi library

The Nag Hammadi library is a collection of early Christian Gnostic texts
discovered in the Egyptian town of Nag Hammadi in 1945.

For a complete list of the texts found at Nag
Hammadi, please see the list in the Nag
Hammadi article; to see a list showing
which texts were attached to the different
Gnostic schools, see below.

The Nag Hammadi library is a collection of
early Christian Gnostic texts discovered
near the Egyptian town of Nag Hammadi in
1945. The writings in these codices
comprised fifty-two mostly Gnostic
tractates; they also include three works
belonging to the Corpus Hermeticum and a
partial translation of Plato's Republic. The
codices are currently housed in the Coptic
Museum in Cairo.

Though the original language of
composition was probably Greek, the
various codices contained in the collection
were written in Coptic. A 1st- or 2nd-century date of composition for the lost Greek originals has been proposed,
though this is disputed; the manuscripts themselves date from the 3rd and 4th centuries.

For a full account of the discovery and translation of the Nag Hammadi library (which has been described as
'exciting as the contents of the find itself' (Markschies, Gnosis: An Introduction, 48)) see the Nag Hammadi library
article.

Significance of the Nag Hammadi library

Prior to the publication of the translations of Nag Hammadi the only available sources for gnostic material were, as
has been noted, heresiological writings. These suffered from a number of difficulties, not least the antagonistic bias
the writers held towards gnostic teachings. Several heresiological writers, such as Hippolytus, made little effort to
exactly record the nature of the sects they reported on, or transcribe their sacred texts, but instead gave us only titles
and extended commentaries on their perceived heretical mistakes. Reconstructions were attempted from the available
evidence, but the resulting portraits of gnosticism and its central texts were necessarily crude, and deeply suspect.
The ability to overcome such problems provided by the Nag Hammadi codices need hardly be noted.
Of greatest difficulty was the fact that, prior to the publication of the codices, theological investigators, in order to 
proceed, could not help but to subscribe at least in part to the view of the heresiologists that gnosticism marked a 
heretical deviation from a fully formed orthodox Christianity in the three centuries immediately following Christ's 
death. The availability of original texts not only allowed an unsullied transmission of gnostic ideas, but also 
demonstrated the fluidity of early Christian scripture and, by extension, Christianity itself. As Layton notes 'the lack 
of uniformity in ancient Christian scripture in the early period is very striking, and it points to the substantial

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Acts_of_Peter
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Sophia_of_Jesus_Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Secret_Gospel_of_Mark
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hermetica
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Early_Christianity
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gnostic
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Egypt
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nag_Hammadi
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Kodeks_IV_NagHammadi.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nag_Hammadi_library%23Complete_list_of_codices_found_in_Nag_Hammadi
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nag_Hammadi_library%23Complete_list_of_codices_found_in_Nag_Hammadi
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Early_Christianity
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gnostic
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nag_Hammadi
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Treatise
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hermetica
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Plato%27s_Republic
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Coptic_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Coptic_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cairo
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Coptic_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nag_Hammadi_library%23Discovery_at_Nag_Hammadi
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nag_Hammadi_library%23Translation
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sect


History of Gnosticism 36

diversity within the Christian religion' (Layton, The Gnostic Scriptures, xviii).
Thus, although it is still correct to speak of early Christianity as a single tradition, it is also a complex network of
competing sects and individual parties, which express their contrasting natures through differences in their scriptural
interests. These differences may have arisen as much from differences in cultural, linguistic and social milieus, the
coexistence of essentially different theological conceptions of Jesus, as well as the differences in the philosophical or
symbolic systems in which early Christian writers might express themselves. As such, the Nag Hammadi library
offers a glimpse of the set of circulating texts that would have been of interest within a 'Gnostic' community (rather
than as a gnostic canon in and of itself) and thus potentially provides an insight into the gnostic mind itself.
It was with the Council of Nicaea in 325 (convened during the reign of the Emperor Constantine; 272Å337) and the
3rd Synod of Carthage in 397, which progressively cemented Christianity as the officially sanctioned religion of the
Eastern Roman Empire, that a structurally coherent and crystallized form of orthodox Christianity began to emerge.
Though Christianity was not made the official religion of the Roman Empire until Theodosius I 391 AD. (Although,
after the fall of the Western Roman Empire, even though many barbarian tribes were Christian, Christianity wasn't
technically official until Charlemagne, c800 AD, in the west). Central to the formation of orthodoxy was the creation
of a binding and coherent scriptural 'canon', which was to be strictly observed by the adherents of that church. The
Nag Hammadi library offers an intriguing source of texts whose intended exclusion as much drove the formation of
the orthodox canon as did the desire to include certain other texts, now well-known. 'Orthodox Christian doctrine of
the ancient worldÄand thus of the modern churchÄwas partly conceived of as being what gnostic scripture was not'
(Layton, The Gnostic Scriptures; emphasis writer's own). Thus a study of Gnostic scripture might also obliquely
increase our knowledge of nascent orthodoxy, the intentions of the orthodox formulators, the effect of social setting
on early Christian expression, and the Judaic foundations it rests upon.

The development of the Syrian-Egyptian school
Bentley Layton has sketched out a relationship between the various gnostic movements in his introduction to The
Gnostic Scriptures (SCM Press, London, 1987). In this model, 'Classical Gnosticism' and 'The School of Thomas'
antedated and influenced the development of Valentinus, who was to found his own school of Gnosticism in both
Alexandria and Rome, whom Layton called 'the great [Gnostic] reformer' and 'the focal point' of Gnostic
development. While in Alexandria, where he was born, Valentinus probably would have had contact with the
Gnostic teacher Basilides, and may have been influenced by him.
Valentinianism flourished throughout the early centuries of the common era: while Valentinus himself lived from ca.
100Å175 CE, a list of sectarians or heretics, composed in 388 CE, against whom Emperor Constantine intended
legislation includes Valentinus (and, presumably, his inheritors). The school is also known to have been extremely
popular: several varieties of their central myth are known, and we know of 'reports from outsiders from which the
intellectual liveliness of the group is evident' (Markschies, Gnosis: An Introduction, 94). It is known that Valentinus'
students, in further evidence of their intellectual activity, elaborated upon the teachings and materials they received
from him (though the exact extent of their changes remains unknown), for example, in the version of the Valentinian
myth brought to us through Ptolemy.
Valentinianism might be described as the most elaborate and philosophically 'dense' form of the Syrian-Egyptian
schools of Gnosticism, though it should be acknowledged that this in no way debarred other schools from attracting
followers: Basilides' own school was popular also, and survived in Egypt until the 4th century.
Simone Petrement, in A Separate God, in arguing for a Christian origin of Gnosticism, places Valentinus after
Basilides, but before the Sethians. It is her assertion that Valentinus represented a moderation of the anti-Judaism of
the earlier Hellenized teachers; the demiurge, widely regarded to be a mythological depiction of the Old Testament
God of the Hebrews, is depicted as more ignorant than evil. (See below.)

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Culture
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Linguistics
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Social
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jesus_Christ
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/canon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=First_Council_of_Nicaea
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Constantine_I_%28emperor%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Synods_of_Carthage
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eastern_Roman_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Theodosius_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Charlemagne
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bentley_Layton
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Valentinus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alexandria
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rome
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Circa
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ptolemy_%28gnostic%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Egypt
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Anti-Judaism


History of Gnosticism 37

Manichean priests writing at their desks, with panel inscription in
Sogdian. Manuscript from Khocho, Tarim Basin.

The development of the Persian
school

An alternate heritage is offered by Kurt Rudolph in his
book Gnosis: The Nature & Structure of Gnosticism
(Koehler and Amelang, Leipzig, 1977), to explain the
lineage of Persian Gnostic schools. The decline of
Manicheism that occurred in Persia in the 5th century
CE was too late to prevent the spread of the movement
into the east and the west. In the west, the teachings of
the school moved into Syria, Northern Arabia, Egypt
and North Africa (where Augustine was a member of
school from 373 to 382); from Syria it progressed still
farther, into Palestine, Asia Minor and Armenia. There
is evidence for Manicheans in Rome and Dalmatia in
the 4th century, and also in Gaul and Spain. The
influence of Manicheanism was attacked by imperial
elects and polemical writings, but the religion remained
prevalent until the 6th century, and still exerted
influence in the emergence of the Paulicians, Bogomils
and Cathari in the Middle Ages.

In the east, Rudolph relates, Manicheanism was able to
bloom, given that the religious monopoly position
previously held by Christianity and Zoroastrianism had
been broken by nascent Islam. In the early years of the
Arab conquest, Manicheanism again found followers in Persia (mostly amongst educated circles), but flourished
most in Central Asia, to which it had spread through Iran. Here, in 762, Manicheanism became the state religion of
the Uyghur Empire. From this point Manichean influence spread even further into Central Asia, and according to
Rudolph its influence may be detected in Tibet and China, where it was strongly opposed by Confucianism, and its
followers were subject to a number of bloody repressions. Rudolph reports that despite this suppression Manichean
traditions are reputed to have survived until the 17th century (based on the reports of Portuguese sailors).

Gnosticism in modern times
Many culturally significant movements and figures have been influenced by Gnosticism, including, for example,
Carl Jung, William Blake, Aleister Crowley, and Eric Voegelin. This influence has apparently grown since the
emergence and translation of the Nag Hammadi library (see above). See the article Gnosticism in modern times for a
fuller treatment; readers are also recommended to The Nag Hammadi Library in English, edited by James M.
Robinson, later editions of which contain an essay on 'The Modern Relevance of Gnosticism', by Richard Smith.
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Fathers of Christian Gnosticism
* This article contains only 2 refs and duplicates main article.

The death of Simon Magus.

By "Fathers of Christian Gnosticism" is meant the supposed early
teachers of Gnosticism. There is no evidence that ancient Gnostic
Christians used this term for their leaders, but it is sometimes used
today by analogy with the term "Church Fathers" or "Fathers of the
Church" applied to early influential writers in the orthodox Christian
Church.

Several figures are mentioned as founding figures of ancient Christian
Gnosticism. The term "Gnosticism" is used by scholars with a wide
variety of meanings and levels of specificity. Sometimes the term
refers only to those Sethians who used the term "gnostikoi" to describe
themselves. Sometimes it is used more broadly to include Valentinians,
followers of Basilides, and others. Likewise, one scholar may consider
Simon Magus a gnostic, where another considers him a proto-gnostic.
Some early Church fathers, such as Irenaeus, seemed to think that all
heresies were Gnosticism at root, and thus that any heretic was in a
sense a Gnostic. Modern scholar Michael Williams has argued that the
whole category of "Gnosticism" is more trouble than it is worth. Here
we will try to list any writers who might plausibly be considered
Fathers of Christian Gnosticism.

Important early Gnostics include Simon Magus, Cerinthus, Carpocrates, and Basilides. Early figures such as
Marcion, Theudas, and Nicolas of Antioch are more debatable. By the 2nd century several major schools are
separating out, such as the Sethians (with no clear leaders), and the Valentinians following the teachings of
Valentinus. By the 3rd century the prophet Mani gave birth to Manicheanism a syncretic gnostic religion which was
influenced by Buddhism, Zoroastrianism and Christianity.
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Early leaders of Gnosticism
Gnostics often considered pre-Christian figures to be among their important early teachers and leaders. Adam and his
son Seth were especially important. Several figures appear in Gnostic versions of old testament stories who do not
appear in canonical versions, such as Norea, who saves the Gnostics from the flood in the time of Noah. The three
companions of Daniel are called by many names in Gnostic texts, and often invoked. Eugnostos is a proto-Sethian
writer of the Nag Hammadi text of the same name, and may have lived as early as the 1st Century BCE. John the
Baptist is sometimes claimed as an early Gnostic leader Ä for example, by the Mandaeans. Other figures are more
difficult to locate in time, such as the Prophets Barcoph and Barkabbas, mentioned by Basilides and Epiphanius.
Likewise, it may not have been unusual for even Christian Gnostics to consider a variety of important pre-Christian
figures as among their early leaders. Irenaeus claims that followers of Carpocrates honored images of Pythagoras,
Plato, and Aristotle along with images of Jesus Christ. Philo of Alexandria, Zoroaster, and Hermes Trismegistus may
have occupied similar roles among other early Christian gnostics.
Jesus Christ is usually claimed as a gnostic leader by gnostics, as are several of his apostles, such as Thomas the
Apostle, often thought of as the founder of the Thomasine form of Gnosticism. Indeed, Mary Magdalene is respected
as a Gnostic leader, and is considered superior to the twelve apostles by some gnostic texts, such as the Gospel of
Mary. John the Evangelist is claimed as a Gnostic by some Gnostic interpreters.[1] As is even St Paul.[2]

Simon Magus and his consort Helena of Tyre were leaders of the early Gnostics by all accounts. In fact, in his
2nd-century work "Against All Heresies" Irenaeus said that Simon Magus, who was mentioned in the canonical Acts
of the Apostles, was the progenitor of all the later Gnostic sects. Menander of Antioch was a disciple of Simon
Magus, active in the late 1st century.
A student of Valentinius claims that Theudas was a student of St. Paul, and in turn taught Valentinius, which would
put Theudas in the late 1st century if true.
Nicolas of Antioch and Jezebel of Thyatira are sometimes claimed as leaders of the "Nicolaitans" described in the
Book of Revelation. They were late 1st century figures. It's unclear just how Gnostic these figures were, but
Epiphanius believes that the Archontic Gnostics are descendents of the Nicolatians.

Gnostic Schools of thought
In the late 1st century or early 2nd century Cerinthus founds a Gnostic offshoot of the Ebionites, teaching a Supreme
God distinct from the creator of this world. By the early 2nd century Carpocrates has founded the Carpocratians. His
students include Marcellina the Carpocratian and his son Epiphanes (not Epiphanes of Salamis). Another early 2nd
century theologian was Basilides. His son Isidore succeeds him around 150. A Gnostic teacher named Cerdo is
teaching in Rome sometime in 136-142. Marcion is a 2nd century theologian whose links to Gnosticism have been
hotly disputed, although his disciple Apelles the Marcionite seems to have interacted with the Alexandrian Gnostics
later on. Apelles was also friends with Philumene, an Alexandrian prophetess.
Little is known of founders of Sethian Gnosticism, which may have existed in a pre-Christian form, and which also
flourished in the 2nd century AD. Early Sethian leaders might include:
á Barkabbas - a prophet mentioned by Basilides and linked to the Gnostics by Epiphanius;
á Zostrianos, the supposed writer of a Nag Hammadi text, believed in antiquity to be a follower of Zoroaster;
á Satornius (Satornilos, Satorninos) who may have been an early 2nd century Sethian teacher
á Marsanes (Marsianos), the supposed author of a Nag Hammadi text, who is also mentioned by Epiphanius of

Salamis as a prophet revered by the Archontic Gnostics.
Porphyry also mentions several of these, as well as Nikotheos and Messos, Gnostic revelation writers whose works 
don't survive (Nikotheos is mentioned in the Bruce Codex too, as a "perfect man" who had seen visions of the "triple 
powered one"), and Adelphios and Aquilinus (mentioned as leaders of the Gnostics by Porphyry). Eutaktos of 
Armenia is founder of the Archontic Gnostics, according to Epiphanius. Peter the Gnostic or Peter of Kapharbarikha
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is a Palestinian Archontic described by Epiphanius. Martiades is a prophet of Archontics mentioned by Epiphanius,
along with Marsanes.
Valentinus, who may have been a student of Basilides, and Theudas was a prominent Gnostic teacher of another
major form of Gnosticism in the 2nd century AD. He taught many other Gnostic fathers whose names we know, and
his school survived for centuries.
His school was later divided into Eastern and Western branches based on a Christological dispute. Western
Valentinians include: Ptolemy the Valentinian, whose letter to Flora survives, and who seems to have been martryed
in 152; Flora a female Valentinian who corresponded with Ptolemy; Heracleon who has several surviving excerpts;
Hermogenes (the painter) a late 2nd century painter, Monoimus the Arab, and Prodicus the Gnostic, Secundus,
Florinus (a presbyter), Alexander, and Theotimus. Eastern Valentinians include: Marcus the Valentinian, a magician
interested in using Gematria with Valentinianism; Axionicus of Antioch, who was alive in time of Tertullian; and
Theodotus who also has several surviving excerpts in Clement of Alexandria's Excerpta; Ambrose and Candidus (in
the 3rd century).

Later Gnostic fathers
The 3rd century also sees Bardaisan or Bardansanes, an immediate forerunner of Mani. He was a Valentianian at one
point but later rejected them. The prophet Mani founded a religion called Manicheanism but also described himself
as "the apostle of Jesus Christ". His religion borrowed heavily from Gnosticism and may well be thought of a form
of gnosticism, so it might be fair to think of Mani as a father of Christian Gnosticism, although clearly many would
dispute this.
By the early 4th century, gnostics are kicked out the church and officially forbidden to meet, by the mid 4th century
their books are widely banned and by the late 4th century Gnosticism carries a death penalty in the Roman empire.
The Sethian Gnostics, Archontic Gnostics, Basilidean Gnostics, Valentinian Gnostics, and Manicheans seem to be
the only schools of Christian Gnostics to survive into the 4th century. St. Augustine of Hippo claimed to be a
Manichean early in life, but later to have rejected it, and thus was a Church Father who was at one point a gnostic.
Likewise, the late 3rd-early 4th century theologian Lactantius has sometimes been thought of as being influenced
enough by Gnosticism to be a Gnostic father, but this is by no means clear.

Notes
[1] Elaine Pagels, The Johannine Gospel in Gnostic Exegesis. Heracleon's Commentary on John. Nashville: SBL Monograph Series 17, 1973
[2] Elaine Pagels, The Gnostic Paul. Philadelphia 1975.
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Basilideans
The Basilidians or Basilideans were a Gnostic sect founded by Basilides of Alexandria in the 2nd century. Basilides
claimed to have been taught his doctrines by Glaucus, a disciple of St. Peter.
Of the customs of the Basilidians, we know no more than that Basilides enjoined on his followers, like Pythagoras, a
silence of five years; that they kept the anniversary of the day of the baptism of Jesus as a feast day[1] and spent the
eve of it in reading; that their master told them not to scruple eating things offered to idols. The sect had three grades
Å material, intellectual and spiritual Å and possessed two allegorical statues, male and female. The sect's doctrines
were often similar to those of the Ophites and later Jewish Kabbalism.
Basilidianism survived until the end of the 4th century as Epiphanius knew of Basilidians living in the Nile Delta. It
was however almost exclusively limited to Egypt, though according to Sulpicius Severus it seems to have found an
entrance into Spain through a certain Mark from Memphis. St. Jerome states that the Priscillianists were infected
with it.

Cosmogony of Hippolytus
The descriptions of the Basilidian system given by our chief informants, Irenaeus (Adversus Haereses) and
Hippolytus (Philosophumena), are so strongly divergent that they seem to many quite irreconcilable. According to
Hippolytus, Basilides was apparently a pantheistic evolutionist; and according to Irenaeus, a dualist and an
emanationist.
Historians, such as Philip Shaff, have the opinion that: "Irenaeus described a form of Basilideanism which was not
the original, but a later corruption of the system. On the other hand, Clement of Alexandria surely, and Hippolytus,
in the fuller account of his Philosophumena, probably drew their knowledge of the system directly from Basilides'
own work, the Exegetica, and hence represent the form of doctrine taught by Basilides himself".[2]

Creation

The Monad was a symbol referred by some Greek
philosophers as "The Seed".

According to Hippolytus, Basilides asserted the beginning of all things
to have been pure nothing. He uses every device of language to express
absolute nonentity.[3] Nothing then being in existence, "not-being God"
willed to make a not-being world out of not-being things. This
not-being world was only "a single seed containing within itself all the
seed-mass of the world," as the mustard seed contains the branches and
leaves of the tree.[4] This Monad, or seed-mass, had three parts, and
was consubstantial with the not-being God:

1. Part subtle of substance.
2. Part coarse of substance.
3. Part needing purification.
This was the one origin of all future growths; these future growths did
not use pre-existing matter, but rather these future growths came into
being out of nothing by the voice of the not-being God. The first part
of the Monad burst through and ascended to the not-being God. The second part of the Monad to burst forth could
not mount up of itself, but it took to itself as a wing the Holy Spirit, each bearing up the other with mutual benefit.
But when it came near the place of the first part of the Monad and the not-being God, it could take the Holy Spirit no
further, it not being consubstantial with the Holy Spirit. There the Holy Spirit remained, as a firmament dividing
things above the world from the world itself below.[5]
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Great Archon
From the third part of the Monad burst forth into being the Great Archon, "the head of the world, a beauty and
greatness and power that cannot be uttered." He too ascended until he reached the firmament which he supposed to
be the upward end of all things. There he "made to himself and begat out of the things below a son far better and
wiser than himself". Then he became wiser and every way better than all other cosmical things except the Monad left
below. Smitten with wonder at his son's beauty, he set him at his right hand. "This is what they call the Ogdoad,
where the Great Archon is sitting." Then all the heavenly or ethereal creation, as far down as the moon, was made by
the Great Archon, inspired by his wiser son.[6] Another Archon arose out of the Monad, inferior to the first Archon,
but superior to all else below except the Monad; and he likewise made to himself a son wiser than himself, and
became the creator and governor of the aerial world. This region is called the Hebdomad. On the other hand, all these
events occurred according to the plan of the not-being God.[7]

Gospel
The Basilideans believed in a Gospel much different than what orthodox Christians believe. Hippolytus summed up
the Basilidean's Gospel by saying: "According to them the Gospel is the knowledge of things above the world, which
knowledge the Great Archon understood not: when then it was shewn to him that there exists the Holy Spirit, and the
[three parts of the Monad] and a God Who is the author of all these things, even the not-being One, he rejoiced at
what was told him, and was exceeding glad: this is according to them the Gospel."
That is, the Basilideans believed from Adam until Moses the Great Archon supposed himself to be God alone, and to
have nothing above him. But the Monad thought to enlighten the Great Archon that there were beings above him, so
through the Holy Spirit the Gospel was conveyed to the Great Archon.[8] First, the son of the Great Archon received
the Gospel, and he in turn instructed the Great Archon himself, by whose side he was sitting. Then the Great Archon
learned that he was not God of the universe, but had above him yet higher beings; and confessed his sin in having
magnified himself.[9] From him the Gospel had next to pass to the Archon of the Hebdomad. The son of the Great
Archon delivered the Gospel to the son of the Archon of the Hebdomad. The son of the Archon of the Hebdomad
became enlightened, and declared the Gospel to the Archon of the Hebdomad, and he too feared and confessed.[10]

It remained only that the world should be enlightened. The light came down from the Archon of the Hebdomad upon
Jesus both at the Annunciation and at the Baptism so that He "was enlightened, being kindled in union with the light
that shone on Him". Therefore by following Jesus, the world is purified and becomes most subtle, so that it can
ascend to the Monad.[11] When every part of the Monad has arrived above the Holy Spirit, "then the creation shall
find mercy, for till now it groans and is tormented and awaits the revelation of the sons of God, that all the men of
the sonship may ascend from hence".[12] When this has come to pass, God will bring upon the whole world the Great
Ignorance, that everything may like being the way it is, and that nothing may desire anything contrary to its nature.
"And in this wise shall be the Restoration, all things according to nature having been founded in the seed of the
universe in the beginning, and being restored at their due seasons."[13]

Christ
As for Jesus, other than a different account of the Nativity, the Basilideans believed in the events of Jesus' life as
they are described in the Gospels.[14] They believed the crucifixion was necessary, because by the destruction of
Jesus' body the world could be restored.[15] [16]

Ethics
According to Clement of Alexandria, the Basilideans taught faith was a natural gift of understanding bestowed upon
the soul before its union with the body and which some possessed and others did not. This gift is a latent force which
only manifests its energy through the coming of the Saviour.
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Sin was not the results of the abuse of free will, but merely the outcome of an inborn evil principle. All suffering is
punishment for sin; even when a child suffers, this is the punishment of the inborn evil principle. The persecutions
Christians underwent had therefore as sole object the punishment of their sin. All human nature was thus vitiated by
the sinful; when hard pressed Basilides would call even Christ a sinful man,[17] for God alone was righteous.
"Their whole system," says Clement, "is a confusion of the Panspermia (All-seed) with the Phylokrinesis
(Difference-in-kind) and the return of things thus confused to their own places." Clement accuses Basilides of a
deification of the Devil, and regards as his two dogmas that of the Devil and that of the transmigration of souls.[18]

Irenaeus and Epiphanius reproach Basilides with the immorality of his system, and Jerome calls Basilides a master
and teacher of debaucheries. It is likely, however, that Basilides was personally free from immorality and that this
accusation was true neither of the master nor of some of his followers.

Cosmogony of Irenaeus and Epiphanius
In briefly sketching this version of Basilidianism, which most likely rests on later or corrupt accounts, our authorities
are fundamentally two, Irenaeus and the lost early treatise of Hippolytus; both having much in common, and both
being interwoven together in the report of Epiphanius. The other relics of the Hippolytean Compendium are the
accounts of Philaster (32), and the supplement to Tertullian (4).

Creation
At the head of this theology stood the Unbegotten, the Only Father. From Him was born or put forth N¬s, and from
N¬s Logos, from Logos Phronesis, from Phronesis Sophia and Dynamis, from Sophia and Dynamis principalities,
powers, and angels. This first set of angels first made the first heaven, and then gave birth to a second set of angels
who made a second heaven, and so on till 365 heavens had been made by 365 generations of angels, each heaven
being apparently ruled by an Archon to whom a name was given, and these names being used in magic arts. The
angels of the lowest or visible heaven made the earth and man. They were the authors of the prophecies; and the Law
in particular was given by their Archon, the God of the Jews. He being more petulant and wilful than the other angels
(ãêè«ãåúäÅ ®ê¯ ê°õê±éÉãåúäÅ), in his desire to secure empire for his people, provoked the rebellion of the other
angels and their respective peoples.
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Christ

In the account given by Irenaeus, but contradicted
by Hippolytus, it was Simon of Cyrene who was

crucified in Jesus' stead.

Then the Unbegotten and Innominable Father, seeing what discord
prevailed among men and among angels, and how the Jews were
perishing, sent His Firstborn N¬s, Who is Christ, to deliver those Who
believed on Him from the power of the makers of the world. "He," the
Basilidians said, "is our salvation, even He Who came and revealed to
us alone this truth." He accordingly appeared on earth and performed
mighty works; but His appearance was only in outward show, and He
did not really take flesh. It was Simon of Cyrene that was crucified; for
Jesus exchanged forms with him on the way, and then, standing unseen
opposite in Simon's form, mocked those who did the deed (this is
starkly contradicted by Hippolytus view of the Basilideans). But He
Himself ascended into heaven, passing through all the powers, till He
was restored to the presence of His own Father.

Abrasax

The two fullest accounts, those of Irenaeus and Epiphanius, add by
way of appendix another particular of the antecedent mythology; a
short notice on the same subject being likewise inserted parenthetically
by Hippolytus.[19] The supreme power and source of being above all
principalities and powers and angels (such is evidently the reference of Epiphanius's ê°ãÇÅ: Irenaeus substitutes
"heavens," which in this connexion comes to much the same thing) is Abrasax, the Greek letters of whose name
added together as numerals make up 365, the number of the heavens; whence, they apparently said, the year has 365
days, and the human body 365 members. This supreme Power they called "the Cause" and "the First Archetype,"
while they treated as a last or weakest product this present world as the work of the last Archon.[20] It is evident from
these particulars that Abrasax was the name of the first of the 365 Archons, and accordingly stood below Sophia and
Dynamis and their progenitors; but his position is not expressly stated, so that the writer of the supplement to
Tertullian had some excuse for confusing him with "the Supreme God."

Precepts
On these doctrines, various precepts are said by the Basilidians' opponents to have been founded.

Antinomianism
When Philaster (doubtless after Hippolytus) tells us in his first sentence about Basilides that "he violated the laws of
Christian truth by making an outward show and discourse concerning the Law and the Prophets and the Apostles, but
believing otherwise," the reference is probably revealing an antinomian sentiment among the Basilideans. The
Basilidians considered themselves to be no longer Jews, and to have become more than Christians. Repudiation of
martyrdom was naturally accompanied by indiscriminate use of things offered to idols. And from there the principle
of indifference is said to have been carried so far as to sanction promiscuous immorality.
In this and other respects our accounts may possibly contain exaggerations; but Clement's complaint of the flagrant
degeneracy in his time from the high standard set up by Basilides himself is unsuspicious evidence, and a libertine
code of ethics would find an easy justification in such maxims as are imputed to the Basilidians.
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Magic

Engraving from an Abrasax stone.

Among the later followers of Basilides, magic, invocations, "and all
other curious arts" played a part. The names of the rulers of the several
heavens were handed down as a weighty secret, which was a result of
the belief that whoever knew the names of these rulers would after
death pass through all the heavens to the supreme God. In accordance
with this, Christ also, in the opinion of these followers of Basilides,
was in the possession of a mystic name (Caulacau) by the power of
which he had descended through all the heavens to Earth, and had then
again ascended to the Father. Redemption, accordingly, could be
conceived as the revelation of mystic names. Whether Basilides
himself had already given this magic tendency to Gnosticism cannot be
decided.

A reading taken from the inferior MSS. of Irenaeus has added the
further statement that they used "images"; and this single word is often
cited in corroboration of the popular belief that the numerous ancient
gems on which grotesque mythological combinations are accompanied
by the mystic name àô²àûà³ were of Basilidian origin.
It has been shown[21] that there is little tangible evidence for attributing
any known gems to Basilidianism or any other form of Gnosticism,
and that in all probability the Basilidians and the pagan engravers of
gems alike borrowed the name from some Semitic mythology. No
attempts of critics to trace correspondences between the mythological personages, and to explain them by supposed
condensations or mutilations, have attained even plausibility.

Martyrdom
The most distinctive is the discouragement of martyrdom, which was made to rest on several grounds. To confess the
Crucified was called a token of being still in bondage to the angels who made the body, and it was condemned
especially as a vain honour paid not to Christ, Who neither suffered nor was crucified, but to Simon of Cyrene.
The contempt for martyrdom, which was perhaps the most notorious characteristic of the Basilidians, would find a
ready excuse in their master's speculative paradox about martyrs, even if he did not discourage martyrdom himself.

Relationship to Judaism
According to both Hippolytus and Irenaeus, the Basilideans denied that the God of the Jews was the supreme God.
According to Hippolytus, the God of the Jews was the Archon of the Hebdomad, which was inferior to the Great
Archon, the Holy Spirit, the Monad, and the not-being God.
According to Irenaeus, the Basilideans believed the God of the Jews was inferior to the 365 sets of Archons above
him, as well as the powers, principalities, Dynamis and Sophia, Phronesis, Logos, N¬s, and finally the Unbegotten
Father.
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Resurrection of the body
It is hardly necessary to add that they expected the resurrection of the soul alone, insisting on the natural
corruptibility of the body.

Secrecy
Their discouragement of martyrdom was one of the secrets which the Basilidians diligently cultivated, following
naturally on the supposed possession of a hidden knowledge. Likewise, their other mysteries were to be carefully
guarded, and disclosed to "only one out of 1000 and two out of 10,000."
The silence of five years which Basilides imposed on novices might easily degenerate into the perilous dissimulation
of a secret sect, while their exclusiveness would be nourished by his doctrine of the Election; and the same doctrine
might further after a while receive an antinomian interpretation.

Later Basilidianism
Imperfect and distorted as the picture may be, such was doubtless in substance the creed of Basilidians not half a
century after Basilides had written. Were the name absent from the records of his system and theirs, no one would
have suspected any relationship between them, much less imagined that they belonged respectively to master and to
disciples.
Two misunderstandings have been specially misleading. Abrasax, the chief or Archon of the first set of angels, has
been confounded with "the Unbegotten Father," and the God of the Jews, the Archon of the lowest heaven, has been
assumed to be the only Archon recognized by the later Basilidians, though Epiphanius[22] distinctly implies that each
of the 365 heavens had its Archon. The mere name "Archon" is common to most forms of Gnosticism.
So again, because Clement tells us that Righteousness and her daughter Peace abide in substantive being within the
Ogdoad, "the Unbegotten Father" and the five grades or forms of creative mind which intervene between Him and
the creator-angels are added in to make up an Ogdoad, though none is recorded as acknowledged by the disciples: a
combination so arbitrary and so incongruous needs no refutation. On the other hand, those five abstract names have
an air of true Basilidian Hellenism, and the two systems possess at least one negative feature in common, the absence
of syzygies and of all imagery connected directly with sex. On their ethical side the connexion is discerned with less
difficulty.
The composite character of the secondary Basilidianism may be seen at a glance in the combination of the five Greek
abstractions preparatory to creation with the Semitic hosts of creative angels bearing barbaric names. Basilidianism
seems to have stood alone in appropriating Abrasax; but Caulacau plays a part in more than one system, and the
functions of the angels recur in various forms of Gnosticism, and especially in that derived from Saturnilus.
Saturnilus likewise affords a parallel in the character assigned to the God of the Jew as an angel, and partly in the
reason assigned for the Saviour's mission; while the Antitactae of Clement recall the resistance to the God of the
Jews inculcated by the Basilidians.
Other "Basilidian" features appear in the Pistis Sophia, viz. many barbaric names of angels (with 365 Archons,
p.£364), and elaborate collocations of heavens, and a numerical image taken from Deuteronomy££32:30 (p.£354). The
Basilidian Simon of Cyrene apparently appears in the Second Treatise of the Great Seth, where Jesus says: "it was
another, Simon, who bore the cross on his shoulder. It was another upon whom they placed the crown of thorns ...
And I was laughing at their ignorance."
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History
There is no evidence that the sect extended itself beyond Egypt; but there it survived for a long time. Epiphanius
(about 375) mentions the Prosopite, Athribite, Saite, and "Alexandriopolite" (read Andropolite) nomes or cantons,
and also Alexandria itself, as the places in which it still throve in his time, and which he accordingly inferred to have
been visited by Basilides.[23] All these places lie on the western side of the Delta, between Memphis and the sea.
Nearer the end of the 4th century, Jerome often refers to Basilides in connexion with the hybrid Priscillianism of
Spain, and the mystic names in which its votaries delighted. According to Sulpicius Severus[24] this heresy took its
rise in "the East and Egypt"; but, he adds, it is not easy to say "what the beginnings were out of which it there grew"
(quibus ibi initiis coaluerit). He states, however, that it was first brought to Spain by Marcus, a native of Memphis.
This fact explains how the name of Basilides and some dregs of his disciples' doctrines or practices found their way
to so distant a land as Spain, and at the same time illustrates the probable hybrid origin of the secondary
Basilidianism itself.

Footnotes
[1] Clement, Stromata. i. 21 ´ 18
[2] Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Second Series page 178, note 7.
[3] Hippolytus, Philosophumena vii. 20.
[4] Hippolytus, Philosophumena vii. 21.
[5] Hippolytus, Philosophumena vii. 22.
[6] Hippolytus, Philosophumena vii. 23.
[7] Hippolytus, Philosophumena vii. 24.
[8] Hippolytus, Philosophumena vii. 25.
[9] Wisdom to "separate and discern and perfect and restore," Clem. Strom. ii. 448 f.
[10] Hippolytus, Philosophumena vii. 26.
[11] Hippolytus, Philosophumena vii. 26.
[12] Hippolytus, Philosophumena vii. 27.
[13] âúäçåçäÄÑÉèéÅäÖ: cf. c. 24, s. f.; x. 14.
[14] Hippolytus, "After the Nativity already made known, all incidents concerning the Saviour came to pass according to them [the

Basilidians] as they are described in the Gospels."
[15] Hippolytus, "It was necessary that the things confused should be sorted by the division of Jesus. That therefore suffered which was

His bodily part, which was of the [world], and it was restored into the [world]; and that rose up which was His psychical part... and it
was restored into the Hebdomad; and he raised up that which belonged to the summit where sits the Great Archon, and it abode beside
the Great Archon: and He bore up on high that which was of the [Holy] Spirit, and it abode in the [Holy] Spirit; and the third [part of
the Monad], which had been left behind in [the heap] to give and receive benefits, through Him was purified and mounted up to the
[first part of the Monad], passing through them all."

[16] Hippolytus, "Thus Jesus is become the first fruits of the sorting; and the Passion has come to pass for no other purpose than this, that
the things confused might be sorted."

[17] Clemens, Strom. iv. 12 ´ 83, &c.
[18] Clemens, Strom. iv. 12 ´ 85: cf. v. ii ´ 75
[19] Hippolytus, Philosophumena vii. 26, p. 240: cf. Uhlhorn, D. Basilid. Syst. 65 f.
[20] Epiph. 74 A.
[21] D. C. B. (4-vol. ed.), art. Abrasax, where Lardner (Hist. of Heretics, ii. 14-28) should have been named with Beausobre.
[22] Epiphanius 69 b.c.
[23] Epiphanius, Panarion 68 C.
[24] Sulpicius Severus, Chron. ii. 46.
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Cerinthus
Cerinthus (c. 100 AD) was a gnostic and to some, an early Christian, who was prominent as a "heresiarch" in the
view of the early Church Fathers.[1] Contrary to proto-orthodox Christianity, Cerinthus's school followed the Jewish
law, used the Gospel according to the Hebrews, denied that the Supreme God had made the physical world, and
denied the divinity of Jesus. In Cerinthus' interpretation, the Christ came to Jesus at baptism, guided him in his
ministry, but left him at the crucifixion.
He taught that Jesus would establish a thousand-year reign of sensuous pleasure after the Second Coming but before
the General Resurrection, a view that was declared heretical by the Council of Nicaea. Cerinthus used a version of
the gospel of Matthew as scripture.
Cerinthus taught at a time when Christianity's relation to Judaism and to Greek philosophy had not yet been clearly
defined. In his association with the Jewish law and his modest assessment of Jesus, he was similar to the Ebionites
and to other Jewish Christians. In defining the world's creator as the demiurge, he matched Greek dualism
philosophy and anticipated the Gnostics.
Early Christian tradition describes Cerinthus as a contemporary to and opponent of John the Evangelist, who wrote
the First Epistle of John and the Second Epistle of John to warn the less mature in faith and doctrine about the
changes he was making to the original gospel.[2] [3] All we know about Cerinthus comes from the writing of his
theological opponents.

Biography
The date of his birth and his death are unknown. In the Roman province of Asia he founded a school and gathered
disciples. None of Cerinthus' actual writings seem to have survived, and it is unlikely that any were ever very widely
disseminated. Our most detailed understanding of the man Cerinthus' teachings are from the 4th century Epiphanius
of Salamis, onwards, a good few centuries after his death and therefore we do not have a clear understanding of his
teachings.
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Beliefs
The earliest surviving account of Cerinthus is that in Irenóus' refutation of Gnosticism, Adversus haereses[4] , which
was written about 170 AD. According to Irenóus, Cerinthus, a man educated in the wisdom of the Egyptians,
claimed angelic inspiration.
Epistula Apostolorum, a little known 2nd century text, which is roughly contemporary with the above work of
Irenaeus, seems to have been written as a direct refutation of the teachings of Cerinthus.

Scripture
Prior to Irenaeus, various Christian communities commonly used one gospel over the others. Cerinthus used a
version of the Gospel of Matthew, the most Jewish of the four canonical gospels. Unlike Marcion of Sinope, a 2nd
century heretic who was hostile to Jewish scripture, Cerinthus honored Jewish scripture and the God of the Hebrews.

Creation
He taught that the visible world and heavens were not made by the supreme being, but by a lesser power (Demiurge)
distinct from him. Not Jehovah but the angels have both made the world and given the law. These creator-angels
were ignorant of the existence of the Supreme God.
His use of the term demiurge (literally, craftsman) for the creator fits Greek philosophy, which dominated the
learned environment of the eastern Mediterranean, see also Hellenistic Judaism. Unlike true Gnostics that followed
him, Cerinthus taught that the demiurge was good, more like Philo's logos than Valentinus's evil god.

Jesus
Cerinthus distinguished between the man Jesus and the Christ. He denied the supernatural birth of Jesus, making him
the son of Joseph and Mary, and distinguishing him from Christ, who descended upon him at baptism (see also
Adoptionism) and left him again at his crucifixion. Cerinthus is also said to have taught that Jesus will be raised from
the dead at the Last Day, when all men will rise with Him.
In describing Jesus as a natural-born man, Cerinthus agreed with the Jewish Christian Ebionites. In portraying Christ
as a spirit that came from heaven, undertook its divine task in the material world, and then returned, he anticipates
the fully developed Christian Gnosticism in later decades.

Jewish law
Cerinthus instructed his followers to maintain strict adherence to Mosaic law for the attainment of salvation. This
soteriological worldview is termed legalism. This view contradicts the soteriology conveyed at the Council of
Jerusalem (c. 50 AD), when Paul of Tarsus established the understanding that Christians are not required to be
circumcised to attain salvation. The Apostles in Jerusalem were beforehand asserting that circumcision and strict
compliance with Mosaic law should not be discontinued upon conversion to Christianity. The Book of Acts chapter
15 lists only four lifestyle requirements for Gentile converts to Christianity which many scholars see as a parallel to
Noahide Law. Conversely, certain Jewish Christian sects, including the Cerinthians, recognized Mosaic law as both
practicable and necessary.
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Eschatology
Cerinthus believed that Christ would establish a 1,000-year earthly kingdom prior to the general resurrection and the
spiritual kingdom of God in heaven. This belief, premillennialism, was common among early Christians[5] , as it is a
literal interpretation of Revelation 20:1-6 [6]. The Council of Nicea and Augustine of Hippo both opposed this belief,
and it came to be considered heretical.

Christian opponents
According to Irenaeus, Polycarp told the story that John the Apostle, in particular, is said to have so detested
Cerinthus that he once fled a bathhouse when he found out Cerinthus was inside, yelling "Let us flee, lest the
building fall down; for Cerinthus, the enemy of the truth, is inside!"[7] One tradition maintains that John wrote his
first two epistles to counter Cerinthus' heresy.
Irenaeus opposed Gnosticism, including the teachings of Cerinthus, in Against Heresies. Epiphanius of Salamis
documented many heresies and heretics, Cerinthus among them, in his Panarion.

Works attributed to Cerinthus
Cerinthus may be the alleged recipient of the Apocryphon of James (codex I, text 2 of the Nag Hammadi library),
although the name written is largely illegible. A 2nd- or 3rd-century heretical Christian sect (later dubbed the Alogi)
alleged Cerinthus was the true author of the Gospel of John and Book of Revelation. According to Catholic
Encyclopedia: Caius [8]: "Additional light has been thrown on the character of Caius's dialogue against Proclus by
Gwynne's publication of some fragments from the work of Hippolytus "Contra Caium" (Hermathena, VI, p.£397 sq.);
from these it seems clear that Caius maintained that the Apocalypse of John was a work of the Gnostic Cerinthus."

Cerinthus in Literature
Cerinthus is featured in John's Story: The Last Eyewitness, part of Christian writer Tim LaHaye's The Jesus
Chronicles. In the book Cerinthus, much to the disciple John's frustration, has begun spreading his gnostic teachings
to the populace whereupon John is moved to write his counter-argument: the Gospel of John.
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Marcion of Sinope

Marcion of Sinope.

Marcion of Sinope (Greek: µêú®¡îÅê[1] ûÑÅ«âíÖ, ca. 85-160) was one
of the most prominent heretics in early Christianity.[2] His theology,
which juxtaposed two distinct deities of the Old and the New Testament,
was denounced by the Church Fathers and he was excommunicated. His
rejection of many books contemporarily considered scripture prompted
the church to develop a Christian biblical canon.

Life

Hippolytus records that Marcion was the son of the bishop of Sinope, in
Pontus. His near-contemporaries Rhodon and Tertullian described him as
a ship owner.[3] Marcion probably was consecrated a bishop, likely an
assistant or suffragan of his father at Sinope.[3]

Epiphanius states that after beginnings as an ascetic, he seduced a virgin
and was accordingly excommunicated by his father, prompting him to
leave his home town.[4] This account has been doubted by many scholars, who consider it "malicious gossip". More
recently, Bart D. Ehrman suggests that this "seduction of a virgin" was a metaphor for his corruption of the Christian
Church, with the Church portrayed as the undefiled virgin.[5]

Marcion had traveled to Rome about 142/143.[6] Over the next few years, Marcion worked out his theological
system, and subsequently attracted a large following. He made a notable donation of 200,000 sesterces to the church.
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When conflicts with the bishops of Rome arose, Marcion began to organize his followers into a separate community.
He was eventually excommunicated by the Church of Rome, his donation being returned to him. After his
excommunication, he returned to Asia Minor where he continued to promulgate Marcionism.

Teachings
Study of the Jewish Scriptures, along with received writings circulating in the nascent Church (the majority of which
were eventually incorporated into the New Testament canon) led Marcion to conclude that many of the teachings of
Jesus were incompatible with the actions of the god of the Old Testament. Marcion responded by developing a
dualist system of belief around the year 144.[7] This dual-god notion allowed Marcion to reconcile supposed
contradictions between Old Covenant theology and the Gospel message proclaimed by Jesus.
Marcion affirmed Jesus to be the savior sent by the Heavenly Father, and Paul as His chief apostle. In contrast to the
nascent Christian church, Marcion declared that Christianity was distinct from and in opposition to Judaism. Marcion
did not claim that the Jewish Scriptures were false. Instead, Marcion asserted that they were to be read in an
absolutely literal manner, thereby developing an understanding that Yahweh was not the same god spoken of by
Jesus, e.g. in the Genesis account of Yahweh walking through the Garden of Eden asking where Adam was, Marcion
read this to mean that Yahweh physically walked through the Garden without foreknowledge of Adam's
whereabouts. Marcion argued that this proved Yahweh inhabited a physical body (unlike the Heavenly Father) and
that Yahweh was ignorant and without universal foreknowledge, attributes wholly incompatible with the Heavenly
Father professed by Jesus.
According to Marcion, the god of the Old Testament, whom Marcion called the Demiurge, the creator of the material
universe, is a jealous tribal deity of the Jews, whose law represents legalistic reciprocal justice and who punishes
mankind for its sins through suffering and death. Contrastingly, the god that Jesus professed is an altogether different
being, a universal god of compassion and love who looks upon humanity with benevolence and mercy.
Marcion held Jesus to be the son of the Heavenly Father but understood the incarnation in a docetic manner, i.e. that
Jesus' body was only an imitation of a material body. Marcion held that Jesus paid the debt of sin that humanity
owed via his crucifixion, thus absolving humanity and allowing it to inherit eternal life.[8]

Marcion was the first to propose a New Testament canon. His canon consisted of only eleven books grouped into
two sections: the Evangelikon, being a version of the Gospel of Luke[9] , and the Apostolikon, a selection of ten
letters of Paul the Apostle who Marcion considered the correct interpreter and transmitter of Jesus' teachings. Both
sections were purged of elements relating to Jesus' childhood, Judaism, and material challenging Marcion's dualism.
Marcion also produced his Antitheses contrasting the Demiurge of the Old Testament with the Heavenly Father of
the New Testament.

Marcion and Gnosticism
Marcion is sometimes described as a Gnostic philosopher. In some essential respects, Marcion proposed ideas which
would have aligned well with Gnostic thought. Like the Gnostics, he argued that Jesus was essentially a spirit
appearing to men, and not fully human himself.[8]

However, Marcionism conceptualizes God in a way which cannot be reconciled with broader Gnostic thought. For
Gnostics, every human being is born with a small piece of God's soul lodged within his/her spirit (akin to the notion
of a 'Divine Spark')[8] . God is thus intimately connected to and part of His creation[8] . Salvation lies in turning away
from the physical world (which Gnostics regard as an illusion) and embracing the God-like qualities within
yourself[8] .
Marcion, by contrast, held that the Heavenly Father (the father of Jesus Christ) was an utterly alien god; he had no
part in making the world, nor any connection with it. Out of mercy, he intervened in the world to save humanity.[8]
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Legacy
Marcion was among the first renowned heretics in the history of the early church. His alternative interpretation of the
life and ministry of Jesus Christ helped inspire the notion that certain theologies should be sanctioned as orthodox,
while others should be condemned as heresy. Reacting to the popularity of Marcion's newfound sect, the Catholic
Church set out to systematize a set of beliefs that encompassed the entirety of orthodox Christianity. Marcionism is
thus viewed as a catalyst for the development of the New Testament canon, the establishment of church law, and the
structuring of the Catholic Church with its orthodox dogmas in general which remained a relatively unchallenged
mainstay in Christendom until the Protestant Reformation.
The church that Marcion founded had expanded throughout the known world within his lifetime, and was a serious
rival to the Catholic Church. Its adherents were strong enough in their convictions to have the church retain its
expansive power for more than a century. It survived Christian controversy, and imperial disapproval, for several
centuries more.[10]

Marcion was the first Christian leader to propose and delineate a canon (a list of officially sanctioned religious
works). In so doing, he established a particular way of viewing religious texts that persists in Christian thought
today. After Marcion, Christians began to divide texts into those that aligned well with the "measuring stick" (Greek
kanèn literally means measuring stick) of accepted theological thought, and those that promoted heresy. This
essential bifurcation played a major role in finalizing the structure of the collection of works called the Bible. An
initial impetus for finalizing the Biblical canon stemmed from opposition to Marcion's canon.
Some ideas similar to those of Marcion's reappeared among the Bulgarian Bogomils of the 10th century and the
Cathars of southern France in the 13th century.

Notes
[1] http:/ / khazarzar. skeptik. net/ books/ justinus/ apolog1g. htm
[2] Tertullian, "Adversus Marcionem" book 1.
[3] Catholic Encyclopedia, " Marcionites (http:/ / www. newadvent. org/ cathen/ 09645c. htm)" (1911).
[4] Haeresies, XLII, ii.
[5] Bart D. Ehrman,Lost Christianities
[6] Tertullian dates the beginning of Marcion's teachings 115 years after the crucifixion of Jesus, which he placed in AD 26/27 (Adversus

Marcionem, xix).
[7] 115 years and 6 months from the Crucifixion, according to Tertullian's reckoning in Adversus Marcionem, xv.
[8] Adolph Harnack, Marcion: The Gospel of the Alien God (1924).
[9] Joseph B. Tyson (Marcion and Luke-Acts: A Defining Struggle) contradicts the mainstream view of Marcion's gospel being based on Luke,

opining instead that canonical Luke may be a response to Marcion's gospel.
[10] Evans 1972 p. ix
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Marcus (Marcosian)
Marcus was the founder of the Marcosian Gnostic sect in the 2nd century AD. He was a disciple of Valentinus,
with whom his system mainly agrees. His doctrines are almost exclusively known to us through a long polemic (i.
13Å21) in Adversus Haereses, in which Irenaeus gives an account of his teaching and his school. Clement of
Alexandria clearly knew of Marcus and actually used his number system (Stromata, VI, xvi), though without
acknowledgement.

Teachings
His system tells of 30 aeons, divided into an Ogdoad, a Decad, and a Dodecad; of the fall and recovery of Sophia; of
the future union of the spirits of the chosen seed with angels as their heavenly bridegrooms. What Marcus added to
the teaching of his predecessors was a system of Isopsephy similar to that of the later Pythagoreans, about mysteries
in numbers and names. Marcus found in Scripture and in Nature repeated examples of the occurrence of his mystical
numbers, four, six, eight, ten, twelve, thirty.

Life
Marcus appears to have been an elder contemporary of Irenaeus, who speaks of him as though still living and
teaching. Though we learn from Irenaeus that the Rhone district was a home to the followers of Marcus, it does not
appear that Marcus was there himself, and the impression left is that Irenaeus knew the followers of Marcus by
personal intercourse, Marcus only by his writings. We are told also of Marcus having seduced the wife of one of the
deacons in Asia (±Ñ¶®äÅäÅ ãÑÅê ãÇÅ ·Å ã¸ ¹É¡º), and the most natural conclusion is that Asia Minor was the scene
where Marcus made himself a teacher, probably before Irenaeus had left that district; that it was a leading bishop
there who resisted Marcus; and that his doctrines passed into Gaul by means of the extensive intercourse well known
to have then prevailed between the two countries.
The use of Hebrew or Syriac names in the Marcosian school may lead us to ascribe to Marcus an Oriental origin.
The only grounds, for believing him to be of Egyptian extraction are these:ÄSulpicius Severus, and others who give
the history of the origin of Priscillianism, tell that one Marcus of Memphis brought the Gnostic doctrines into Spain,
from whom Agape and Elpidius learned them. Jerome certainly identified this Marcus with the subject of the present
article, his notion bring that Marcosian doctrine, which we know from Irenaeus to have been prevalent in Southern
Gaul, naturally passed on to the adjacent province of Spain. It is not quite clear whether Jerome felt the
chronological difficulties of his theory, which, however, could be easily got over by supposing that the first
Priscillianists were to be regarded as having learned from Marcus, not because they had been taught by himself
personally, but because they had learned from men who revered him as the founder of their sect. But since
Priscillianism contains none of the points which distinguish Marcus from other Gnostics, it is safer to regard Marcus,
of Memphis as a distinct personage.

Accusations
Irenaeus alleges that Marcus abused the influence he acquired over "silly women" to draw money from them, and, it
is said, even to gain from them sexual favors. He is accused of having used philtres and love charms, and at least
one, if not more, of his female disciples on returning to the Church confessed that body as well as mind had been
defiled by him. However, it seems that most of his followers claimed to have been elevated by their knowledge and
the redemption they had experienced.
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Notes
á This article incorporates text from A Dictionary of Christian Biography and Literature to the End of the Sixth

Century A.D., with an Account of the Principal Sects and Heresies by Henry Wace (1911), a publication now in
the public domain.

á  £This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain:£Herbermann, Charles, ed (1913).
Catholic Encyclopedia. Robert Appleton Company.

Philo

1584 European depiction of Philo

Philo (20 BC£Å 50 AD), known also as Philo of Alexandria (gr.
»¡çîÅ ¼ ¹çå½êÅ±úå¾Ö), Philo Judaeus, Philo Judaeus of
Alexandria, Yedidia, "Philon", and Philo the Jew, was a Hellenistic
Jewish Biblical philosopher born in Alexandria.

Philo used allegory to fuse and harmonize Greek philosophy and
Judaism. His method followed the practices of both Jewish exegesis
and Stoic philosophy. His work was not widely accepted. "The sophists
of literalness," as he calls them[1] , "opened their eyes superciliously"
when he explained to them the marvels of his exegesis.

His concept of the Logos as God's creative principle apparently
influenced early Christology. Though some scholars deny direct
influence but say both Philo and early Christianity borrow from a
common source.[2] To him Logos was God's "blueprint for the world",
a governing plan.

The few biographical details concerning Philo are found in his own
works, especially in Legatio ad Gaium ("embassy to Gaius"), and in
Josephus.[3] The only event in his life that can be determined
chronologically is his participation in the embassy which the Alexandrian Jews sent to the emperor Caligula at Rome
as the result of civil strife between the Alexandrian Jewish and Hellenized communities. This occurred in the year 40
AD.

Ancestry, family and early life
Philo was probably born with the name Julius Philo. Philo came from an aristocratic family which had lived in
Alexandria for generations. His ancestors and family were contemporaries to the rule of the Ptolemaic dynasty and
the rule of the Seleucid Empire. Although the names of his parents are unknown, Philo came from a family who
were noble, honourable and wealthy. It was either his father or paternal grandfather who was granted Roman
citizenship from Roman dictator Gaius Julius Caesar. Philo had two brothers Alexander the Alabarch and
Lysimachus.
His ancestors and family had social ties and connections to the Priesthood in Judea; Hasmonean Dynasty; Herodian
Dynasty and Julio-Claudian dynasty in Rome. Philo was a contemporary to the life of Jesus of Nazareth and the lives
of The Apostles of Jesus, although in his writings he never made an explicit mention of any of them. Philo along
with his brothers received a thorough education. They were educated in the Hellenistic culture of Alexandria and
Roman culture, to a degree in Ancient Egyptian culture and particularly in the traditions of Judaism, in the study of
Jewish traditional literature[4] and in Greek philosophy.
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Philo, through his brother Alexander, had two nephews Tiberius Julius Alexander and Marcus Julius Alexander.
Marcus Julius Alexander was the first husband of the Herodian Princess Berenice. Marcus died in 43 or 44. (For the
sources regarding this section see article Alexander the Alabarch).

Biography
We find a brief reference to Philo by the 1st-century Jewish historian Josephus. In Antiquities of the Jews, Josephus
tells of Philo's selection by the Alexandrian Jewish community as their principal representative before the Roman
emperor Gaius Caligula. He says that Philo agreed to represent the Alexandrian Jews in regard to civil disorder that
had developed between the Jews and the Greeks in Alexandria (Egypt). Josephus also tells us that Philo was skilled
in philosophy, and that he was brother to an official called Alexander the alabarch.[5] According to Josephus, Philo
and the larger Jewish community refused to treat the emperor as a god, to erect statues in honor of the emperor, and
to build altars and temples to the emperor. Josephus says Philo believed that God actively supported this refusal.
Josephus' comments about Philo are so brief that we can quote them here in full:

"There was now a tumult arisen at Alexandria, between the Jewish inhabitants and the Greeks; and three
ambassadors were chosen out of each party that were at variance, who came to Gaius. Now one of these
ambassadors from the people of Alexandria was Apion, (29) who uttered many blasphemies against the Jews;
and, among other things that he said, he charged them with neglecting the honors that belonged to Caesar; for
that while all who were subject to the Roman empire built altars and temples to Gaius, and in other regards
universally received him as they received the gods, these Jews alone thought it a dishonorable thing for them
to erect statues in honor of him, as well as to swear by his name. Many of these severe things were said by
Apion, by which he hoped to provoke Gaius to anger at the Jews, as he was likely to be. But Philo, the
principal of the Jewish embassage, a man eminent on all accounts, brother to Alexander the alabarch, (30) and
one not unskillful in philosophy, was ready to betake himself to make his defense against those accusations;
but Gaius prohibited him, and bid him begone; he was also in such a rage, that it openly appeared he was about
to do them some very great mischief. So Philo being thus affronted, went out, and said to those Jews who were
about him, that they should be of good courage, since Gaius's words indeed showed anger at them, but in
reality had already set God against himself." [Antiquities of the Jews, xviii.8, ´ 1, Whiston's translation
(online)]

Our remaining information about Philo is based upon his own writings. Philo himself claims in his Embassy to Gaius
to have been part of an embassy sent by the Alexandrian Jews to the Roman Emperor Caligula. Philo says he was
carrying a petition which described the sufferings of the Alexandrian Jews, and which asked the emperor to secure
their rights. Philo gives a detailed description of their sufferings, in a way that Josephus overlooks, to assert that the
Alexandrian Jews were simply the victims of attacks by Alexandrian Greeks in the civil strife that had left many
Jews and Greeks dead. Philo says he was regarded by his people as having unusual prudence, due to his age,
education, and knowledge. This indicates that he was already an older man at this time (40 AD). Philo considers
Caligula's plan to erect a statue of himself in the temple of Jerusalem to be a provocation, saying, "Are you making
war upon us, because you anticipate that we will not endure such indignity, but that we will fight on behalf of our
laws, and die in defence of our national customs? For you cannot possibly have been ignorant of what was likely to
result from your attempt to introduce these innovations respecting our temple." In his entire presentation he
implicitly supports the Jewish commitment to rebel against the emperor rather than allow such sacrilege to take
place. This reveals Philo's identification with the Jewish community. [Embassy to Gaius, Chapter 28-31, Yonge's
translation (online)].
In Flaccus, Philo tells indirectly of his own life in Alexandria by describing how the situation of Jews in Alexandria 
Egypt changed after Gaius Caligula became the emperor of Rome. Speaking of the large Jewish population in Egypt, 
Philo says that Alexandria "had two classes of inhabitants, our own nation and the people of the country, and that the 
whole of Egypt was inhabited in the same manner, and that Jews who inhabited Alexandria and the rest of the
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country from the Catabathmos on the side of Libya to the boundaries of Ethiopia were not less than a million of
men." Regarding the large proportion of Jews in Alexandria, he writes, "There are five districts in the city, named
after the first five letters of the written alphabet, of these two are called the quarters of the Jews, because the chief
portion of the Jews lives in them." Other sources tell us that Caligula had been asking to receive the honors due to a
god. Philo says Flaccus, the Roman governor over Alexandria, permitted a mob to erect statues of the Emperor Caius
Caligula in Jewish synagogues of Alexandria, an unprecedented provocation. This invasion of the synagogues was
perhaps resisted by force, since Philo then says that Flaccus "was destroying the synagogues, and not leaving even
their name." In response, Philo says that Flaccus then "issued a notice in which he called us all foreigners and
aliens... allowing any one who was inclined to proceed to exterminate the Jews as prisoners of war." Philo says that
in response, the mobs "drove the Jews entirely out of four quarters, and crammed them all into a very small portion
of one ... while the populace, overrunning their desolate houses, turned to plunder, and divided the booty among
themselves as if they had obtained it in war." In addition, Philo says their enemies, "slew them and thousands of
others with all kinds of agony and tortures, and newly invented cruelties, for wherever they met with or caught sight
of a Jew, they stoned him, or beat him with sticks". Philo even says, "the most merciless of all their persecutors in
some instances burnt whole families, husbands with their wives, and infant children with their parents, in the middle
of the city, sparing neither age nor youth, nor the innocent helplessness of infants." Some men, he says, were
dragged to death, while "those who did these things, mimicked the sufferers, like people employed in the
representation of theatrical farces". Other Jews were crucified. Flaccus was eventually removed from office and
exiled, ultimately suffering the punishment of death. [Flaccus, Chapters 6 - 9 (43, 53-56, 62, 66, 68, 71-72), Yonge's
translation (online)].
It is likely that Philo only visited the Temple in Jerusalem once in his lifetime.[6]

Influence of Hellenism
Philo quotes the epic poets with frequency, or alludes to passages in their works. He has a wide acquaintance with
the works of the Greek philosophers. He holds that the highest perception of truth is possible only after an
encyclopedic study of the sciences. The dualistic contrast between God and the world, between the finite and the
infinite, appears in both Platonism and in Neo-Pythagorism. The influence of Stoicism is unmistakable in the
doctrine of God as the only efficient cause, in that of divine reason immanent in the world, in that of the powers
emanating from God and suffusing the world. In the doctrine of the Logos, various elements of Greek philosophy are
united.
As Max Heinze shows,[7] this doctrine touches upon the Platonic doctrine of ideas as well as the Stoic doctrine of the
ÄåÅÑ®«ãêã¿Å ãÑ (literally: "general what" or "generic what"-- "that which cannot be categorized") and the
Neo-Pythagorean doctrine of the type that served at the creation of the world; and in the shaping of the ç¿ÄäÖ ãäèå¾Ö
("dividing Logos") it touches upon the Heraclitean doctrine of strife as the moving principle. Philo's doctrine of
dead, inert, non-existent matter harmonizes in its essentials with the Platonic and Stoic doctrine.
His account of the Creation is almost identical with that of Plato; he follows the latter's Timaeus closely in his
exposition of the world as having no beginning and no end. Like Plato, he places the creative activity as well as the
act of creation outside of time, on the Platonic ground that time begins only with the world. The influence of
Pythagorism appears in number-symbolism, to which Philo frequently refers.
The Aristotelian contrast between ±¾ÅêèÑÖ ("power, might, strength") and ·ÅãåçéùåÑê ("entelechy") (Metaphysics,
iii.73) is found in Philo, De Allegoriis Legum, i.64 (on Aristotle see Freudenthal in "Monatsschrift," 1875, p.£233). In
his psychology he adopts either the Stoic division of the soul into eight faculties, or the Platonic trichotomy of
reason, courage, and desire, or the Aristotelian triad of the vegetative, emotive, and rational souls.
The doctrine of the body as the source of all evil corresponds entirely with the Neo-Pythagorean doctrine: the soul he
conceives as a divine emanation, similar to Plato's ÅäÀÖ ("mind, understanding, reason") (see Siegfried, Philo,
pp.£139ff). His ethics and allegories are based on Stoic ethics and allegories.
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Philo made his philosophy the means of defending and justifying Jewish religious truths. These truths he regarded as
fixed and determinate; and philosophy was used as an aid to truth, and as a means of arriving at it. With this end in
view Philo chose from the philosophical tenets of the Greeks, refusing those that did not harmonize with the Jewish
religion, as, e.g., the Aristotelian doctrine of the eternity and indestructibility of the world.
In turn, Philo may have influenced other faiths as well. Arguments were put forth in the 19th century that Philo was
actually the founder of Christianity by virtue of his combination of Jewish theological ideas and those present in the
Greek mystery religions, a combination of which would appear somewhat like Christianity. It is alleged that the
followers of Jesus seized upon Philo's precepts and incorporated them into the letters that became the New
Testament.[8]

Knowledge of Hebrew
Philo read the Jewish Bible chiefly in the Septuagint Greek translation. His knowledge of Hebrew has been a matter
of scholarly dispute, with most scholars arguing that he did not read the language. One piece of evidence that
supports that hypothesis is Philo's creative (often fanciful) use of etymologies. His knowledge of Jewish law and
Midrash was extensive, but did not contribute significantly to later rabbinic tradition.

Exegesis
Philo was influenced by Platonism to the extent that he is considered a Middle Platonist philosopher.[9] He was also
influenced by Stoicism, Neopythagoreanism, and Aristotle, as well as by Attic orators and historians. In his works
one also finds Greek poetic phrases and allusions to the poets. Philo's works offer an anthology of Greek phraseology
of the most different periods.
Philo's views derive from a combination of Hellenistic philosophy with the Jewish Bible, which he considers as the
source and standard not only of religious truth but in general of all truth. Its pronouncements are for him divine
pronouncements. They are the words of the ÁåúÂÖ ç¿ÄäÖ, ÃåÄäÖ ç¿ÄäÖ, ÅúÃÂÖ ç¿ÄäÖ[10] (holy word, godly word,
upright word) uttered sometimes directly and sometimes through the mouth of a prophet, especially through Moses,
whom Philo considers the real medium of revelation, while the other writers of the Old Testament appear as friends
or pupils of Moses.
Although he distinguishes between the words uttered by God, as the Decalogue, and the edicts of Moses, as the
special laws[11] , he does not carry out this distinction, since he believes in general that everything in the Torah is of
divine origin, even the letters and accents[12] .
The Jewish Bible had not been canonized at the time of Philo, and the extent of his knowledge of Biblical books
cannot be exactly determined. Philo does not quote Ezekiel, Daniel, Canticles, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, or
Esther. Philo regards the Bible as the source not only of religious revelation, but also of philosophic truth; for,
according to him, the Greek philosophers also have borrowed from the Bible: Heraclitus, according to "Quis Rerum
Divinarum Heres Sit" ´ 43 [i.503]; Zeno, according to Quod Omnis Probus Liber, ´ 8 [ii.454].
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Stoic influence
Greek allegory had preceded Philo in this field. As the Stoic allegorists sought in Homer the basis for their
philosophic teachings, so the Jewish allegorists, and especially Philo, went to the Old Testament. Following the
methods of Stoic allegory, they interpreted the Bible philosophically (on Philo's Predecessors in the domain of the
allegoristic Midrash among the Palestinian and Alexandrian Jews, see Siegfried, l.c. pp.£16Å37).

Attitude toward literal meaning
Philo bases his hermeneutics on the assumption of a twofold meaning in the Bible, the literal and the allegorical. He
distinguishes the ÆíãÇ ®ê¯ üêÅåúÈ Éâ¿±äÉÑÖ[13] , "ad litteram" in contrast to "allegorice"[14] .
The two interpretations, however, are not of equal importance: the literal sense is adapted to human needs; but the
allegorical sense is the real one, which only the initiated comprehend. Hence Philo addresses himself to the è¾ÉãêÑ
("initiated") among his audience, by whom he expects to be really comprehended[15] .
A special method is requisite for determining the real meaning of the words of Scripture[16] ; the correct application
of this method determines the correct allegory, and is therefore called "the wise architect"[17] .
As a result of some of these rules of interpretation the literal sense of certain passages of the Bible must be excluded
altogether; e.g., passages in which according to a literal interpretation something unworthy is said of God; or in
which statements are made that are unworthy of the Bible, senseless, contradictory, or inadmissible; or in which
allegorical expressions are used for the avowed purpose of drawing the reader's attention to the fact that the literal
sense is to be disregarded.
He has special rules that direct the reader to recognize the passages which demand an allegorical interpretation, and
which help the initiated to find the correct and intended meaning. These passages are such as contain:
1. The doubling of a phrase;
2. An apparently superfluous expression in the text;
3. The repetition of statements previously made;
4. A change of phraseologyÄall these phenomena point to something special that the reader must consider.
5. An entirely different meaning may also be found by a different combination of the words, disregarding the

ordinarily accepted division of the sentence in question into phrases and clauses.
6. The synonyms must be carefully studied; e.g., why çêÂÖ ("people") is used in one passage and ÄéÅäÖ ("genus") in

another, etc.
7. A play upon words must be utilized for finding a deeper meaning; e.g., sheep (âú¿Êêãa) stand for progress in

knowledge, since they derive their name from the fact of their progressing (âúäÊê¡ÅåÑÅ), etc.
8. A definite allegorical sense may be gathered from certain particles, adverbs, prepositions, etc.;
9. and in certain cases it can be gathered even from the parts of a word; e.g., from ±Ñ¶ in ±Ñ¶çåö®äÖ.
10. Every word must be explained in all its meanings, in order that different interpretations may be found.
11. The skillful interpreter may make slight changes in a word, following the rabbinical rule, "Read not this way,

but that way." Philo, therefore, changed accents, breathings, etc., in Greek words.
12. Any peculiarity in a phrase justifies the assumption that some special meaning is intended: e.g., where è¡ê

("one") is used instead of âú«ãí ("first"; Gen. i.5), etc. Details regarding the form of words are very important:
13. The number of the word, if it shows any peculiarity in the singular or the plural: the tense of the verb, etc.;
14. The gender of the noun;
15. The presence or omission of the article;
16. The artificial interpretation of a single expression;
17. The position of the verses of a passage;
18. Peculiar verse-combinations;
19. Noteworthy omissions;
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20. Striking statements;
21. Numeral symbolism. Philo found much material for this symbolism in the Hebrew Bible, and he developed it

more thoroughly according to the methods of the Pythagoreans and Stoics. He could follow in many points the
tradition handed down by his allegorizing predecessors[18] .

Numbers
Philo analyzed the usage of numbers of the Bible, and believed that certain numbers symbolized different ideas.
á Philo regards number one as God's number, and the basis for all numbers ("De Allegoriis Legum," ii.12 [i.66]).
á Philo regards number two as the number of schism, of that which has been created, of death ("De Opificio Mundi,

´ 9 [i.7]; "De Allegoriis Legum," i.2 [i.44]; "De Somaniis," ii.10 [i.688]).
á Three is the number of the body ("De Allegoriis Legum," i. 2 [i.44]) or of the Divine Being in connection with

His fundamental powers ("De Sacrificiis Abelis et Caini," ´ 15 [i.173]).
á Four is potentially what the number ten actually is, the perfect number ("De Opificio Mundi," ´´ 15, 16 [i.10, 11],

etc.); but in an evil sense four is the number of the passions, â¶õí ("De Congressu Quórendó Eruditionis
Gratia." ´ 17 [i.532]).

á Five is the number of the senses and of sensibility ("De Opificio Mundi," ´ 20 [i.14], etc.).
á Six, the product of the masculine and feminine numbers 3 Ë 2 and in its parts equal to 3+3, is the symbol of the

movement of organic beings ("De Allegoriis Legum," i.2 [i.44]).
á Seven has the most various and marvelous attributes ("De Opiticio Mundi," ´´ 30-43 [i.21 et seq.]).
á Eight, the number of the cube, has many of the attributes determined by the Pythagoreans ("Quóstiones in

Genesin," iii.49 [i.223, Aucher]).
á Nine is the number of strife, according to Gen. xiv. ("De Congressu Qu. Eruditionis Gratia," ´ 17 [i.532]).
á Ten is the number of perfection ("De Plantatione NoÌ," ´ 29 [i.347]).
Philo determines also the values of the numbers 50, 70, and 100, 12, and 120.

Cosmology
Philo's conception of the matter out of which the world was created is similar to that of Plato and the Stoics.
According to him, God does not create the world-stuff, but finds it ready at hand. God cannot create it, as in its
nature it resists all contact with the divine. Sometimes, following the Stoics, he designates God as "the efficient
cause,"and matter as "the affected cause." He seems to have found this conception in the Bible (Gen. i.2) in the
image of the spirit of God hovering over the waters ("De Opificio Mundi," ´ 2 [i.12]).
Philo, again like Plato and the Stoics, conceives of matter as having no attributes or form; this, however, does not
harmonize with the assumption of four elements. Philo conceives of matter as evil, on the ground that no praise is
meted out to it in Genesis ("Quis Rerum Divinarum Heres Sit," ´ 160 [i.495]). As a result, he cannot posit an actual
Creation, but only a formation of the world, as Plato holds. God appears as demiurge (Greek: craftsman) and
cosmoplast (Greek: universe molder).
Philo frequently compares God to an architect or gardener, who formed the present world (the ®¿ÉèäÖ ÉÑÉÃíã¿Ö)
according to a pattern, the ideal world (®¿ÉèäÖ Åäíã¿Ö). Philo takes the details of his story of the Creation entirely
from Genesis 1, the Elohist account.[Scholarly consensus is that Genesis 1:1-2:4a was written by the Priestly Writer;
there was no Elohist version of creation.] He assigns an especially important position to the Logos, which executes
the several acts of the Creation, as God cannot come into contact with matter, actually creating only the soul of the
good. The philosophical term Logos (word, reason) parallels the Hebrew phrase "word of God" ("dabar Yahweh"),
which the Hebrew Bible portrays as bearing God's message, especially to his prophets.
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Anthropology
Emil Schurer (The Literature of the Jewish People in the Time of Jesus, pp.£329Å331) characterized the allegorical
program of Philo as follows: "Especially is it a fundamental thought, from which the exposition is everywhere
deduced, that the history of mankind as related in Genesis is in reality nothing else than a system of psychology and
ethic."
Philo regards the physical nature of man as something defective and as an obstacle to his development that can never
be fully surmounted, but still as something indispensable in view of the nature of his being. With the body the
necessity for food arises, as Philo explains in various allegories. The body, however, is also of advantage to the
spirit, since the spirit arrives at its knowledge of the world by means of the five senses. But higher and more
important is the spiritual nature of man. This nature has a twofold tendency: one toward the sensual and earthly,
which Philo calls sensibility (êÍÉÃíÉÑÖ), and one toward the spiritual, which he calls Intellect or Reason (ÅäÀÖ).
Sensibility has its seat in the body, and lives in the senses, as Philo elaborates in varying allegoric imagery.
Connected with this corporeality of the sensibility are its limitations; but, like the body itself, it is a necessity of
nature, the channel of all sense-perception. Sensibility, however, is still more in need of being guided by reason.
Reason is that part of the spirit which looks toward heavenly things. It is the highest, the real divine gift that has been
infused into man from without ("De Opiticio Mundi," i.15; "De Eo Quod Deterius Potiori Insidiatur," i.206); it is the
masculine nature of the soul. The ÅäÀÖ ("mind") is originally at rest; and when it begins to move it produces the
several phenomena of mind (ÎÅÃöèìèêãê). The principal powers of the ÅäÀÖ are judgment, memory, and language.
More important in Philo's system is the doctrine of the moral development of man. Of this he distinguishes two
conditions: (1) that before time was, and (2) that since the beginning of time. In the pretemporal condition the soul
was without body, free from earthly matter. Without sex, in the condition of the generic (ÄåÅÑ®¿Ö) man, morally
perfect, i.e., without flaws, but still striving after a higher purity. On entering upon time the soul loses its purity and
is confined in a body. The nous becomes earthly, but it retains a tendency toward something higher.
Philo is not entirely certain whether the body in itself or merely in its preponderance over the spirit is evil. But the
body in any case is a source of danger, as it easily drags the spirit into the bonds of sensibility. In effect (as for St.
Paul), the flesh and spirit are in conflict (Guthrie, The Message of Philo Judaeus of Alexandria, p.£38f) However
Philo is undecided whether sensibility is in itself evil, or whether it may merely lead into temptation, and must itself
be regarded as a mean (èéÉäÅ). Sensibility in any case is the source of the passions and desires. The passions attack
the sensibility in order to destroy the whole soul. On their number and their symbols in Scripture see Siegfried, l.c.
pp.£245 et seq. The "desire" is either the lustful enjoyment of sensual things, dwelling as such in the abdominal
cavity (®äÑç¡ê), or it is the craving for this enjoyment, dwelling in the breast. It connects the nous and the sensibility,
this being a psychological necessity, but an evil from an ethical point of view.
According to Philo, man passes through several steps in his ethical development. At first the several elements of the
human being are in a state of latency, presenting a kind of moral neutrality which Philo designates by the terms
"naked" or "medial." The nous is nude, or stands midway so long as it has not decided either for sin or for virtue. In
this period of moral indecision God endeavors to prepare the earthly nous for virtue, presenting to him in the "earthly
wisdom and virtue" an image of heavenly wisdom. But man (nous) quickly leaves this state of neutrality. As soon as
he meets the woman (sensibility) he is filled with desire, and passion ensnares him in the bonds of sensibility. Here
the moral duties of man arise; and according to his attitude there are two opposite tendencies in humanity.
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Ethics
The soul is first aroused by the stimuli of sensual pleasures; it begins to turn toward them, and then becomes more
and more involved. It becomes devoted to the body, and begins to lead an intolerable life (Ê¡äÖ ÏÊ¡îãäÖ). It is
inflamed and excited by irrational impulses. Its condition is restless and painful. The sensibility endures, according
to Gen. iii.16, great pain. A continual inner void produces a lasting desire which is never satisfied. All the higher
aspirations are stilled. The end is complete moral turpitude, the annihilation of all sense of duty, the corruption of the
entire soul: not a particle of the soul that might heal the rest remains whole.
The worst consequence of this moral death is, according to Philo, absolute ignorance and the loss of the power of
judgment. Sensual things are placed above spiritual; and wealth is regarded as the highest good. Too great a value
especially is placed upon the human nous; and things are wrongly judged. Man in his folly even opposes God, and
thinks to scale heaven and subjugate the entire earth. In the field of politics, for example, he attempts to rise from the
position of leader of the people to that of ruler (Philo cites Joseph as a type of this kind). Sensual man generally
employs his intellectual powers for sophistry, perverting words and destroying truth.
The biblical patriarch Abraham is seen by Philo as the symbol of man leaving sensuality to turn to reason[19] . Philo
holds that there are three methods whereby one can rise toward the divine: through teaching, through practise
(ÏÉ®íÉÑÖ), and through natural goodness (¼ÉÑ¿ãíÖ).

Views on virtue
Philo holds that good moral endowment takes precedence of teaching and practise. Virtue here is not the result of
hard labor, but is the excellent fruit maturing of itself. The biblical character Noah represents the preliminary stage.
Noah is praised, while no really good deeds are reported of him, whence it may be concluded that the Bible refers to
his good disposition. But as Noah is praised only in comparison with his contemporaries, it follows that he is not yet
a perfect man.
Philo holds that there are several types in the Bible representing the perfect stage. It appears in its purest form in the
biblical patriarch Isaac. Isaac is perfect from the beginning: perfection is a part of his nature (ü¾ÉÑÖ); and he can
never lose it (êÐãì®ääÖ ®ê¯ êÐãäè¶ÃíÖ). With such persons, therefore, the soul is in a state of rest and joy.
Philo's doctrine of virtue is Stoic, although he is undecided whether complete dispassionateness (¶â¶ÃåÑê[20] ) or
moderation (èåãúÑäâêÃåÑÅ[21] ) designates the really virtuous condition. Philo identifies virtue in itself and in general
with divine wisdom. Hence he uses the symbols interchangeably for both; and as he also frequently identifies the
Logos with divine wisdom, the allegoric designations here too are easily interchanged.
The Garden of Eden is "the wisdom of God" and also "the Logos of God" and "virtue." The fundamental virtue is
goodness; and from it proceed four cardinal virtuesÄprudence, courage, self-control, and justice (üú¿ÅíÉÑÖ,
ÉÅ±ú¡ê, ÉîüúäÉ¾Åí, ±Ñ®êÑäÉ¾Åí)Äas the four rivers proceeding from the river of Eden.
An essential difference between Philo and the Stoics is found in the fact that Philo seeks in religion the basis for all
ethics. Religion helps man to attain to virtue, which he can not reach of himself, as the Stoics hold. God must
implant virtue in man[22] . Hence the goal of the ethical endeavor is a religious one: the ecstatic contemplation of
God and the disembodiment of souls after death.
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á Cohn & Wendland critical edition v5 (1906) (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=j3NfAAAAMAAJ)(Greek)

Simon Magus
Simon Magus (Greek û¡èîÅ ¼ è¶ÄäÖ), also known as Simon the Sorcerer and Simon of Gitta, was a Samaritan
proto-Gnostic and traditional founder of the Simonians in the first century AD. His only Biblical reference is in
Acts££8:9-24 and prominently in several apocryphal and heresiological accounts of early Christian writers, some of
whom regarded him as the source of all heresies, particularly St. Justin who wrote about Simon about one hundred
years after his life. He is also mentioned in a great number of gnostic texts and was according to them one of the
leaders of the early gnostics[1] [2] [3] [4]

Simon Magus has been portrayed as both student and teacher of Dositheus, with followers who revered him as the
Great Power of God. There were later accusations by Christians that he was a demon in human form, and he was
specifically said to possess the ability to levitate and fly at will. The fantastic stories of Simon the Sorcerer persisted
into the Middle Ages,[5] becoming a possible inspiration for the Faustbuch, and Goethe's Faust.[6]

Sources

Almost all of the surviving sources for the life and thought of Simon
Magus are contained in works from ancient Christian writers: in the Acts
of the Apostles, in patristic works (Irenaeus, Justin Martyr, Hippolytus
of Rome, Epiphanius of Salamis), and in the apocryphal Acts of Peter,
early Clementine literature, and the Epistle of the Apostles.

There are small fragments of a work written by him (or by one of his
later followers), the Apophasis Megale, or Great Declaration. He is also
supposed to have written several treatises, two of which bear the titles
The Four Quarters of the World and The Sermons of the Refuter, but
these are lost to us.

Josephus mentions a magician named Simon[7] in his writings as being
involved with the procurator Felix, King Agrippa II and his sister Drusilla, where Felix has Simon convince Drusilla
to marry him instead of the man she was engaged to. Some scholars have considered the two to be identical,[8]

although this is not generally accepted, as the Simon of Josephus is a Jew rather than a Samaritan.
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Life

Peter's conflict with Simon Magus by Avanzino Nucci, 1620. Simon is on
the right, dressed in black.

Acts of the Apostles

The different sources for information on Simon
contain quite different pictures of him, so much so
that it has been questioned whether they all refer to
the same person. Assuming all references are to the
same person, as some (but by no means all) of the
Church fathers did, the earliest reference to him is
the canonical Acts of the Apostles, verses 8:9-24.

But there was a certain man, called
Simon, which beforetime in the same
city used sorcery, and bewitched the
people of Samaria, giving out that
himself was some great one: To whom
they all gave heed, from the least to
the greatest, saying, This man is the
Great Power of God. And to him they
had regard, because that of long time
he had bewitched them with sorceries.

Acts tells of a person named Simon Magus
practicing magic in the city of Sebaste in Samaria,
meeting with Philip the Evangelist]], and then
trying to offer money to the Apostles in exchange for miraculous abilities, specifically the power of laying on of
hands. The sin of simony, or paying for position and influence in the church, is named for Simon. Verse 6.19 of the
Apostolic Constitutions also accuses him of lawlessness.[9]

In Acts££8:20, Peter denounces Simon's attitude, and declares, "May your money perish with you!"

Clementine Literature
The Clementine Recognitions and Homilies give an account of Simon Magus and some of his teachings in regards to
the Simonians. They are of uncertain date and authorship, and seem to have been worked over by several hands in
the interest of diverse forms of belief.
Simon was a Samaritan, and a native of Gitta. The name of his father was Antonius, that of his mother Rachel. He
studied Greek literature in Alexandria, and, having in addition to this great power in magic, became so ambitious that
he wished to be considered a highest power, higher even than the God who created the world. And sometimes he
"darkly hinted" that he himself was Christ, calling himself the Standing One. Which name he used to indicate that he
would stand for ever, and had no cause in him for bodily decay. He did not believe that the God who created the
world was the highest, nor that the dead would rise. He denied Jerusalem, and introduced Mount Gerizim in its stead.
In place of the Christ of the Christians he proclaimed himself; and the Law he allegorized in accordance with his
own preconceptions. He did indeed preach righteousness and judgment to come: but this was merely a bait for the
unwary.
There was one John the Baptist, who was the forerunner of Jesus in accordance with the law of parity; and as Jesus 
had twelve Apostles, bearing the number of the twelve solar months, so had he thirty leading men, making up the 
monthly tale of the moon. One of these thirty leading men was a woman called Helen, and the first and most 
esteemed by John was Simon. But on the death of John he was away in Egypt for the practice of magic, and one
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Dositheus, by spreading a false report of Simon's death, succeeded in installing himself as head of the sect. Simon on
coming back thought it better to dissemble, and, pretending friendship for Dositheus, accepted the second place.
Soon, however, he began to hint to the thirty that Dositheus was not as well acquainted as he might be with the
doctrines of the school.[10]

Dositheus, when he perceived that Simon was depreciating him, fearing lest his reputation among men
might be obscured (for he himself was supposed to be the Standing One), moved with rage, when they
met as usual at the school, seized a rod, and began to beat Simon; but suddenly the rod seemed to pass
through his body, as if it had been smoke. On which Dositheus, being astonished, says to him, ÜTell me
if thou art the Standing One, that I may adore thee.Ç And when Simon answered that he was, then
Dositheus, perceiving that he himself was not the Standing One, fell down and worshipped him, and
gave up his own place as chief to Simon, ordering all the rank of thirty men to obey him; himself taking
the inferior place which Simon formerly occupied. Not long after this he died.[11]

The encounter between both Dositheus and Simon Magus was the beginnings of the sect of Simonians. The narrative
goes on to say that Simon, having fallen in love with Helen, took her about with him, saying that she had come down
into the world from the highest heavens, and was his mistress, inasmuch as she was Sophia, the Mother of All. It was
for her sake, he said, that the Greeks and Barbarians fought the Trojan War, deluding themselves with an image of
truth, for the real being was then present with the First God. By such specious allegories and Greek myths Simon
deceived many, while at the same time he astounded them by his magic. A description is given of how he made a
familiar spirit for himself by conjuring the soul out of a boy and keeping his image in his bedroom, and many
instances of his feats of magic are given.

Myth of Simon and Helen
Justin Martyr (in his Apologies, and in a lost work against heresies, which Irenaeus used as his main source) and
Irenaeus (Adversus Haereses) are the first to recount the myth of Simon and Helen, which became the center of
Simonian doctrine. Epiphanius also makes Simon speak in the first person in several places in his Panarion, and the
inference is that he is quoting from a version of it, though perhaps not verbatim. Here, Helen is given different
origins:
In the beginning God had his first thought, his Ennoia, which was female, and that thought was to create the angels.
The First Thought then descended into the lower regions and created the angels. But the angels rebelled against her
out of jealousy and created the world as her prison, imprisoning her in a female body. Thereafter, she was
reincarnated many times, each time being shamed. Her many reincarnations included Helen of Troy; among others,
and she finally was reincarnated as Helen, a slave and prostitute in the Phoenician city of Tyre. God then descended
in the form of Simon Magus, to rescue his Ennoia, and to confer salvation upon men through knowledge of himself.

"And on her account," he says, "did I come down; for this is that which is written in the Gospel 'the lost
sheep'."[12]

For as the angels were mismanaging the world, owing to their individual lust for rule, he had come to set things
straight, and had descended under a changed form, likening himself to the Principalities and Powers through whom
he passed, so that among men he appeared as a man, though he was not a man, and was thought to have suffered in
Judaea, though he had not suffered.

"But in each heaven I changed my form," says he, "in accordance with the form of those who were in
each heaven, that I might escape the notice of my angelic powers and come down to the Thought, who is
none other than her who is also called Prunikos and Holy Ghost, through whom I created the angels,
while the angels created the world and men."[13]

But the prophets had delivered their prophecies under the inspiration of the world-creating angels: wherefore those
who had their hope in him and in Helen minded them no more, and, as being free, did what they pleased; for men
were saved according to his grace, but not according to just works. For works were not just by nature, but only by
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convention, in accordance with the enactments of the world-creating angels, who by precepts of this kind sought to
bring men into slavery. Wherefore he promised that the world should be dissolved, and that those who were his
should be freed from the dominion of the world-creators.
Upon the story of "the lost sheep," Hippolytus (in his Philosophumena) comments as follows.

But the liar was enamoured of this wench, whose name was Helen, and had bought her and had her to
wife, and it was out of respect for his disciples that he invented this fairy-tale.[14]

Simoni Deo Sancto
Justin and Irenaeus also record several other pieces of information: After being cast out by the Apostles he came to
Rome where, having joined to himself a profligate woman of the name of Helen, he gave out that it was he who
appeared among the Jews as the Son, in Samaria as the Father and among other nations as the Holy Spirit. He
performed such miracles by magic acts during the reign of Claudius that he was regarded as a god and honored with
a statue on the island in the Tiber which the two bridges cross, with the inscription Simoni Deo Sancto, "To Simon
the Holy God". However, in the 16th century, a statue was unearthed on the island in question, inscribed to Semo
Sancus, a Sabine deity, leading most scholars to believe that Justin Martyr confused Semoni Sancus with Simon.

Simonians
Hippolytus gives a much more doctrinally detailed account of Simonianism, including a system of divine emanations
and interpretations of the Old Testament, with extensive quotations from the Apophasis Megale. Some believe that
Hippolytus' account is of a later, more developed form of Simonianism, and that the original doctrines of the group
were simpler, close to the account given by Justin Martyr and Irenaeus (this account however is also included in
Hippolytus' work).
Hippolytus says the free love doctrine was held by them in its purest form, and speaks in language similar to that of
Irenaeus about the variety of magic arts practiced by the Simonians, and also of their having images of Simon and
Helen under the forms of Zeus and Athena. But he also adds, "if any one, on seeing the images either of Simon or
Helen, shall call them by those names, he is cast out, as showing ignorance of the mysteries."
Epiphanius writes that there were some Simonians still in existence in his day (c. AD 367), but he speaks of them as
almost extinct. Gitta, he says, had sunk from a town into a village. Epiphanius further charges Simon with having
tried to wrest the words of St. Paul about the armour of God (Ephesians 6:14-16) into agreement with his own
identification of the Ennoia with Athena. He tells us also that he gave barbaric names to the "principalities and
powers," and that he was the beginning of the Gnostics. The Law, according to him, was not of God, but of "the
sinister power." The same was the case with the prophets, and it was death to believe in the Old Testament.
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Death

The death of Simon Magus, from the Nuremberg
Chronicle

The apocryphal Acts of Peter gives a legendary tale of Simon Magus'
death. Simon is performing magic in the Forum, and in order to prove
himself to be a god, he levitates up into the air above the Forum. The
apostle Peter prays to God to stop his flying, and he stops mid-air and
falls into a place called the Sacra Via (meaning, Holy Way), breaking
his legs "in three parts". The previously non-hostile crowd then stones
him. Now gravely injured, he had some people carry him on a bed at
night from Rome to Ariccia, and was brought from there to Terracina
to a person named Castor, who on accusations of sorcery was banished
from Rome. The Acts then continue to say that he died "while being
sorely cut by two physicians".[15]

Another apocryphal document, the Acts of Peter and Paul gives a
slightly different version of the above incident, which was shown in
the context of a debate in front of the Emperor Nero. In this version,
Paul the Apostle is present along with Peter, Simon levitates from a
high wooden tower made upon his request, and dies "divided into four
parts" due to the fall. Peter and Paul were then put in prison by Nero
while ordering Simon's body be kept carefully for three days (thinking
he would rise again).[16]

Cyril of Jerusalem (346 AD) in the sixth of his Catechetical Lectures
prefaces his history of the Manichaeans by a brief account of earlier heresies: Simon Magus, he says, had given out
that he was going to be translated to heaven, and was actually careening through the air in a chariot drawn by
demons when Peter and Paul knelt down and prayed, and their prayers brought him to earth a mangled corpse.

The church of Santa Francesca Romana claims to have been built on the spot in question (thus claiming that Simon
Magus could indeed fly). Within the Church is a dented slab of marble that purports to bear the imprints of the knees
of Peter and Paul during their prayer.
Hippolytus gives a very different version of Simon's death. Reduced to despair, he says, by the curse laid upon him
by Peter, he embarked on the career that has been described:

Until he came to Rome also and fell foul of the Apostles. Peter withstood him on many occasions. At
last he came [...] and began to teach sitting under a plane tree. When he was on the point of being shown
up, he said, in order to gain time, that if he were buried alive he would rise again on the third day. So he
bade that a tomb should be dug by his disciples and that he should be buried in it. Now they did what
they were ordered, but he remained there until now: for he was not the Christ.[17]
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Radical criticism

The Apostles Paul and Peter confront Simon Magus before Nero, as painted by
Filippino Lippi.

According to radical critic Hermann
Detering, Simon Magus may be a proxy for
Paul of Tarsus,[18] with Paul originally been
detested by the church, and the name
changed when Paul was rehabilitated by
virtue of forged Epistles correcting the
genuine ones.[19]

Notably, Simon Magus is sometimes
described in apocryphal legends in terms
that would fit Paul, most significantly in the
previously mentioned Clementine
Recognitions and Homilies. It is contended
that the common source of these documents
may be as early as the 1st century, and must
have consisted in a polemic against Paul,
emanating from the Jewish side of
Christianity. Paul being thus identified with Simon, it was argued that Simon's visit to Rome had no other basis than
Paul's presence there, and, further, that the tradition of Peter's residence in Rome rests on the assumed necessity of
his resisting the arch-enemy of Judaism there as elsewhere. Thus, the idea of Peter at Rome really originated with the
Ebionites, but it was afterwards taken up by the Catholic Church, and then Paul was associated with Peter in
opposition to Simon, who had originally been himself.

The enmity between Peter and Simon is clearly shown. Simon's magical powers are juxtaposed with Peter's powers
in order to express Peter's authority over Simon through the power of prayer;[20] and in the 17th Homily, the
identification of Paul with Simon Magus is effected. Simon is there made to maintain that he has a better knowledge
of the mind of Jesus than the disciples, who had seen and conversed with Him in person. His reason for this strange
assertion is that visions are superior to waking reality, as divine is superior to human.[21] Peter has much to say in
reply to this, but the passage which mainly concerns us is as follows:

But can any one be educated for teaching by vision? And if you shall say, "It is possible," why did the
Teacher remain and converse with waking men for a whole year? And how can we believe you even as
to the fact that he appeared to you? And how can he have appeared to you seeing that your sentiments
are opposed to his teaching? But if you were seen and taught by him for a single hour, and so became an
apostle, then preach his words, expound his meaning, love his apostles, fight not with me who had
converse with him. For it is against a solid rock, the foundation-stone of the Church, that you have
opposed yourself in opposing me. If you were not an adversary, you would not be slandering me and
reviling the preaching that is given through me, in order that, as I heard myself in person from the Lord,
when I speak I may not be believed, as though forsooth it were I who was condemned and I who was
reprobate. Or, if you call me condemned, you are accusing God who revealed the Christ to me, and are
inveighing against Him who called me blessed on the ground of the revelation. But if indeed you truly
wish to work along with the truth, learn first from us what we learnt from Him, and when you have
become a disciple of truth, become our fellow-workman.

Here we have the advantage, rare in ecclesiastical history, of hearing the other side. The above is unmistakably the
voice of those early Christians who hated Paul, or at all events an echo of that voice. But how late an echo it would
be hazardous to decide.
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There are other features in the portrait which remind us strongly of Marcion. For the first thing which we learn from
the Homilies about Simon's opinions is that he denied that God was just.[22] By "God" he meant the Creator. But he
undertakes to prove from Scripture that there is a higher God, who really possesses the perfections which are falsely
ascribed to the lower.[23] On these grounds Peter complains that, when he was setting out for the Gentiles to convert
them from their worship of many gods upon earth, the Evil Power had sent Simon before him to make them believe
that there were many gods in heaven.[24]

The Catholic Encyclopedia, on the other hand, argues for a very late date to be assigned to the Clementines.[25] The
great pagan antagonist of the 3rd century was the Neo-Platonic philosopher, Porphyry, and his disciple Iamblichus
was the chief restorer and defender of the old gods. The doctrines and practices repelled are the theurgy and magic,
astrology and mantic, miracles and claims to union with the Divinity, which characterized the Neo-Platonism of
320-330. Consequently, Simon and his disciples may represent not Paul or Marcion, but Iamblichus.

References
[1] Catholic Encyclopedia article on Simon Magus (http:/ / www. newadvent. org/ cathen/ 13797b. htm)
[2] Catholic Encyclopedia article on St. Justin Martyr (http:/ / www. newadvent. org/ cathen/ 08580c. htm)
[3] Dictionary of Christian Biography, Vol. 4, p. 682
[4] Hastings' Dictionary of the Apostolic Church, Vol 2, p. 496
[5] Sometimes with Mug Ruith. MacKillop, James (1998). Dictionary of Celtic Mythology. London: Oxford. ISBN£0-19-860967-1.
[6] "Surely few admirers of Marlowe's and Goethe's plays have an inkling that their hero is the descendant of a gnostic sectary, and that the

beautiful Helen called up by his art was once the fallen Thought of God through whose raising mankind was to be saved." Jonas, Hans (1958).
The Gnostic Religion. p.£111. See also: Palmer, Philip Mason; Robert Pattison More (1936). The Sources of the Faust Tradition: From Simon
Magus to Lessing.

[7] Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews xx. 7, ´ 2
[8] Hilgenfeld, Ketzergeschichte, p. 170; Albert, Die Ersten F nfzehn Jahre der Christlichen Kirche, p. 114, M©nster, 1900; Waitz, in Zeitschrift

f r Neutestamentliche Wissenschaft, v. 128
[9] ANF07. Fathers of the Third and Fourth Centuries: Lactantius, Venantius, Asterius, Victorinus, Dionysius, Apostolic Teaching and

Constitutions, Homily | Christian Classics Ethereal Library (http:/ / www. ccel. org/ fathers2/ ANF-07/ anf07-46. htm#P6492_2246960)
[10] Clementine Homilies, ii. 23
[11] Clementine Recognitions, ii. 11
[12] Epiphanius, Panarion, 58 A
[13] Epiphanius, Panarion, 56 C, D
[14] Hippolytus (http:/ / www. newadvent. org/ fathers/ 050106. htm), Refutation of all Heresies, 6, 19
[15] The Acts of Peter (http:/ / www. earlychristianwritings. com/ text/ actspeter. html)
[16] CHURCH FATHERS: The Acts of Peter and Paul (http:/ / www. newadvent. org/ fathers/ 0815. htm)
[17] Hippolytus (http:/ / www. newadvent. org/ fathers/ 050106. htm), Refutation of all Heresies, 6, 15
[18] Hermann Detering, The Dutch Radical Approach to the Pauline Epistles (http:/ / depts. drew. edu/ jhc/ detering. html)
[19] See also: F C Baur, A. Hilgenfeld, Hermann Detering, "The Falsified Paul: Early Christianity in the Twilight" - 1995 (translated into English

in 2003), and J.R.Porter, The Lost Bible, pg 230.
[20] http:/ / www. ccel. org/ ccel/ schaff/ anf08. vi. iii. v. xl. html
[21] xvii. 5, 14
[22] ii. 14
[23] iii. so, 38
[24] e.g. iii. 3, 9, 59
[25] Chapman, John. "Clementines." The Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. 4. New York: Robert Appleton Company, 1908. (http:/ / www. newadvent.

org/ cathen/ 04039b. htm)

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Marcion
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Neo-Platonic
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Porphyry_%28philosopher%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Iamblichus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Theurgy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Astrology
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13797b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08580c.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mug_Ruith
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Antiquities_of_the_Jews
http://www.ccel.org/fathers2/ANF-07/anf07-46.htm#P6492_2246960
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Ante-Nicene_Fathers/Volume_VIII/Pseudo-Clementine_Literature/The_Clementine_Homilies/Homily_II/Chapter_23
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Ante-Nicene_Fathers/Volume_VIII/Pseudo-Clementine_Literature/The_Recognitions_of_Clement/Book_II/Chapter_11
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/050106.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Refutation_of_all_Heresies
http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/actspeter.html
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0815.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/050106.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Refutation_of_all_Heresies
http://depts.drew.edu/jhc/detering.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ferdinand_Christian_Baur
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf08.vi.iii.v.xl.html
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04039b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04039b.htm


Simon Magus 72

Sources
á  £This article£incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain:£Chisholm, Hugh, ed (1911).

Encyclopìdia Britannica (Eleventh ed.). Cambridge University Press.
á Jewish Encyclopedia: Simon Magus (http:/ / jewishencyclopedia. com/ view. jsp?artid=798& letter=S)
á Catholic Encyclopedia: Simon Magus (http:/ / www. newadvent. org/ cathen/ 13797b. htm)
á Simon Magus (http:/ / www. 1911encyclopedia. org/ Simon_Magus) in the 1911 Encyclopódia Britannica
á David R. Cartlidge, The Fall and Rise of Simon Magus, Bible Review, Vol 21, No. 4, Fall 2005, Pages 24Å36.
á Francis Legge, Forerunners and Rivals of Christianity, From 330 B.C. to 330 A.D. (1914), reprinted in two

volumes bound as one, University Books New York, 1964. LC Catalog 64-24125.
á G. R. S. Mead, Simon Magus (http:/ / www. gnosis. org/ library/ grs-mead/ grsm_simon_magus. htm)
á Ported, J.R., The Lost Bible
á Detering, H., The Falsified Paul (1995/2003)

Valentinus (Gnostic)
Valentinus (also spelled Valentinius) (c.100 - c.160) was the best known and for a time most successful early
Christian gnostic theologian. He founded his school in Rome. According to Tertullian, Valentinus was a candidate
for bishop but started his own group when another was chosen.[1]

Valentinus produced a variety of writings, but only fragments survive, largely those embedded in refuted quotations
in the works of his opponents, not enough to reconstruct his system except in broad outline.[2] His doctrine is known
to us only in the developed and modified form given to it by his disciples.[2] He taught that there were three kinds of
people, the spiritual, psychical, and material; and that only those of a spiritual nature (his own followers) received
the gnosis (knowledge) that allowed them to return to the divine Pleroma, while those of a psychic nature (ordinary
Christians) would attain a lesser form of salvation, and that those of a material nature (pagans and Jews) were
doomed to perish.[2] [3]

Valentinus had a large following, the Valentinians.[2] It later divided into an Eastern and a Western or Italian
branch.[2] The Marcosians belonged to the Western branch.[2]

Biography
Valentinus was born in Phrebonis in the Nile delta and educated in Alexandria, an important and metropolitan early
Christian centre. There he may have heard the Christian philosopher Basilides and certainly became conversant with
Hellenistic Middle Platonic philosophy and the culture of Hellenized Jews like the great Alexandrian Jewish
allegorist and philosopher Philo Judaeus. Clement of Alexandria records that his followers said that Valentinus was a
follower of Theudas and that Theudas in turn was a follower of St. Paul of Tarsus.[4] Valentinus said that Theudas
imparted to him the secret wisdom that Paul had taught privately to his inner circle, which Paul publicly referred to
in connection with his visionary encounter with the risen Christ (Romans££16:25; Corinthians£1£2:7;
Corinthians£2£12:2-4; Acts££9:9-10), when he received the secret teaching from him. Such esoteric teachings were
becoming downplayed in Rome after the mid-2nd century.[5]

Valentinus taught first in Alexandria and went to Rome about 136 AD, during the pontificate of Pope Hyginus, and
remained until the pontificate of Pope Anicetus. In Adversus Valentinianos [6], iv, Tertullian says:

Valentinus had expected to become a bishop, because he was an able man both in genius and eloquence. Being
indignant, however, that another obtained the dignity by reason of a claim which confessorship had given him,
he broke with the church of the true faith. Just like those (restless) spirits which, when roused by ambition, are
usually inflamed with the desire of revenge, he applied himself with all his might to exterminate the truth; and
finding the clue of a certain old opinion, he marked out a path for himself with the subtlety of a serpent.
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Commonly unaccepted, we cannot know the accuracy of this statement, since it is delivered by his orthodox
adversary Tertullian, but according to a tradition reported in the late fourth century by Epiphanius, he withdrew to
Cyprus, where he continued to teach and draw adherents. He died probably about 160 or 161 AD.
While Valentinus was alive he made many disciples, and his system was the most widely diffused of all the forms of
Gnosticism, although, as Tertullian remarked, it developed into several different versions, not all of which
acknowledged their dependence on him ("they affect to disavow their name"). Among the more prominent disciples
of Valentinus were Bardasanes, invariably linked to Valentinus in later references, as well as Heracleon, Ptolemy
and Marcus. Many of the writings of these Gnostics, and a large number of excerpts from the writings of Valentinus,
existed only in quotes displayed by their orthodox detractors, until 1945, when the cache of writings at Nag
Hammadi revealed a Coptic version of the Gospel of Truth, which is the title of a text that, according to Irenaeus,
was the same as the Gospel of Valentinus mentioned by Tertullian in his Against All Heresies[7] .
The Christian heresiologists also wrote details about the life of Valentinus, often scurrilous. As mentioned above,
Tertullian claimed that Valentinus was a candidate for bishop, after which he turned to heresy in a fit of pique.
Epiphanius wrote that Valentinus gave up the true faith after he had suffered a shipwreck in Cyprus and became
insane. These descriptions can be reconciled, and are not impossible; but few scholars cite these accounts as other
than rhetorical insults.

Valentinianism
"Valentinianism" is the name for the school of gnostic philosophy tracing back to Valentinus. It was one of the major
gnostic movements, having widespread following throughout the Roman Empire and provoking voluminous writings
by Christian heresiologists. Notable Valentinians included Heracleon, Ptolemy, Florinus, Marcus and Axionicus.
Valentinus professed to have derived his ideas from Theodas or Theudas, a disciple of St. Paul. Valentinus drew
freely on some books of the New Testament. Unlike a great number of other gnostic systems, which are expressly
dualist, Valentinus developed a system that was more monistic, albeit expressed in dualistic terms.[8]

Cosmology
Valentinian literature described the Primal Being or Bythos as the beginning of all things who, after ages of silence
and contemplation, gave rise to other beings by a process of emanation. The first series of beings, the aeons, were
thirty in number, representing fifteen syzygies or pairs sexually complementary. Through the error of Sophia, one of
the lowest aeons, and the ignorance of Sakla, the lower world with its subjection to matter is brought into existence.
Man, the highest being in the lower world, participates in both the psychic and the hylic (material) nature, and the
work of redemption consists in freeing the higher, the spiritual, from its servitude to the lower. This was the word
and mission of Christ and the Holy Spirit. Valentinus' Christology may have posited the existence of three redeeming
beings, but Jesus while on Earth had a supernatural body which, for instance, "did not experience corruption" by
defecating, according to Clement:[9] there is also no mention of the account of Jesus's suffering in 1 Peter, nor of any
other, in any Valentinian text. The Valentinian system was comprehensive, and was worked out to cover all phases
of thought and action.
Valentinus was among the early Christians who attempted to align Christianity with Platonism, drawing dualist
conceptions from the Platonic world of ideal forms (pleroma) and the lower world of phenomena (kenoma). Of the
mid-2nd century thinkers and preachers who were declared heretical by Irenaeus and later mainstream Christians,
only Marcion is as outstanding as a personality. The contemporary orthodox counter to Valentinus was Justin
Martyr.
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Trinity
In the fourth-century, Marcellus of Ancyra declared that the idea of the Godhead existing as three hypostases (hidden
spiritual realities) came from Plato through the teachings of Valentinus,[10] who is quoted as teaching that God is
three hypostases and three prosopa (persons) called the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit:

"Now with the heresy of the Ariomaniacs, which has corrupted the Church of God... These then teach three
hypostases, just as Valentinus the heresiarch first invented in the book entitled by him 'On the Three Natures'.
For he was the first to invent three hypostases and three persons of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and he is
discovered to have filched this from Hermes and Plato." [11]

Since Valentinus had used the term hypostases, his name came up in the Arian disputes in the fourth century.
Marcellus of Ancyra, who was a staunch opponent of Arianism but also denounced the belief in God existing in
three hypostases as heretical (and was later condemned for his views), attacked his opponents (On the Holy Church,
9) by linking them to Valentinus:

"Valentinus, the leader of a sect, was the first to devise the notion of three subsistent entities (hypostases), in a
work that he entitled On the Three Natures. For, he devised the notion of three subsistent entities and three
persons Ü father, son, and holy spirit."[12]

It should be noted that the Nag Hammadi library Sethian text Trimorphic Protennoia identifies Gnosticism as
professing Father, Son and feminine wisdom Sophia or as Professor John D Turner denotes, God the Father, Sophia
the Mother, and Logos the Son.

Valentinus' detractors
Shortly after Valentinus' death, Irenaeus began his massive work On the Detection and Overthrow of the So-Called
Gnosis, better known as Adversus Haereses with a highly-colored and negative view of Valentinus and his teachings
that occupies most of his first book. A modern student, M. T. Riley, observes that Tertullian's Adversus
Valentinianos retranslated some passages from Irenaeus, without adding original material [13] Later, Epiphanius of
Salamis discussed and dismissed him (Haer., XXXI). As with all the non-traditional early Christian writers,
Valentinus has been known largely through quotations in the works of his detractors, though an Alexandrian
follower also preserved some fragmentary sections as extended quotes. A Valentinian teacher Ptolemy refers to
"apostolic tradition which we too have received by succession" in his Letter to Flora. Ptolemy is known only for this
letter to a wealthy gnostic lady named Flora, a letter itself only known by its full inclusion in Epiphanius' Panarion;
it relates the gnostic view of the Law of Moses, and the situation of the Demiurge relative to this law. The possibility
should not be ignored that the letter was composed by Epiphanius, in the manner of composed speeches that ancient
historians put into the mouths of their protagonists, as a succinct way to sum up.

The Gospel of Truth
A new field in Valentinian studies opened when the Nag Hammadi library was discovered in Egypt in 1945. Among
the very mixed bag of works classified as gnostic was a series of writings which could be associated with Valentinus,
particularly the Coptic text called the Gospel of Truth which bears the same title reported by Irenaeus as belonging to
a text by Valentinus.[14] It is a declaration of the unknown name of the Father, possession of which enables the
knower to penetrate the veil of ignorance that has separated all created beings from the Father, and declares Jesus
Christ as Savior has revealed that name through a variety of modes laden with a language of abstract elements.
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Notes
[1] Adversus Valentinianos 4.
[2] Cross, F. L., ed. The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church. New York: Oxford University Press. 2005, article Valentinus
[3] Irenaeus, Adversus Haeresies i. 6
[4] Clement of Alexandria, Stromateis, book 7, chapter 17 (http:/ / www. tertullian. org/ fathers2/ ANF-02/ anf02-69. htm#P9770_2756928).

"Likewise they allege that Valentinus was a hearer of Theudas. And he was the pupil of Paul."
[5] The article esoteric Christianity focuses on Early Modern and modern esoteric Christian revivals.
[6] http:/ / earlychristianwritings. com/ text/ tertullian14. html
[7] Tertullian. "Against All Heresies: Valentinus, Ptolemy and Secundus, Heracleon (Book I, Chapter 4)" (http:/ / www. newadvent. org/ fathers/

0319. htm). NewAdvent.org. .
[8] 'Valentinian gnosticism [...] differs essentially from dualism' (Elaine Pagels, The Gnostic Gospels, 1978); 'a standard element in the

interpretation of Valentinianism and similar forms of Gnosticism is the recognition that they are fundamentally monistic' (William Schoedel,
'Gnostic Monism and the Gospel of Truth' in The Rediscovery of Gnosticism, Vol.1: The School of Valentinus, edited by Bentley Layton,
E.J.Brill, Leiden, 1980).

[9] Clement, Stromateis 3.59.3 translated B. Layton p. 239.
[10] A.H.B. Logan, "Marcellus of Ancyra (Pseudo-Anthimus), 'On the Holy Church': Text, Translation and Commentary. Verses 8-9." Journal of

Theological Studies, New Series, 51.1, April 2000:95.
[11] Marcellus, in Logan 2000:95
[12] Early Christian Writings: Valentinus (http:/ / earlychristianwritings. com/ text/ valentinus-b. html)
[13] M.T. Riley (http:/ / www. tertullian. org/ articles/ riley_adv_val/ riley_00_index. htm).
[14] Irenaeus, Adversus Haereses 3.11.9.
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Early Gnosticism
Early Gnosticism refers to a point in Gnosticism that occurred following the Fathers of Christian Gnosticism and
related groups but prior to the shift to Medieval Gnosticism.

Groups
Groups involved in Gnosticism during this timeframe are the Ophites, the Cainites, the Carpocratians, the Borborites,
and the Thomasines.

Transition
This classification ends with the beginning of Medieval Gnosticism, which was defined by activities surrounding the
Bosnian Church and other groups.

Borborites
"Borborites" is also an invalid name for the small dung fly family (Sphaeroceridae).

According to the Panarion of Epiphanius of Salamis (ch. 26), and Theodoret's Haereticarum Fabularum
Compendium, the Borborites or Borborians (also Koddians; in Egypt, Phibionites; in other countries, Barbalites,
Secundians, Socratites, etc.) were a libertine Gnostic sect, said to be descended from the Nicolaitans. The word
"Borborite" comes from the Greek word ôäúÊäúäÖ, meaning "mud"; thus "Borborites" could be translated as "filthy
ones."

Doctrine
They possessed certain sacred books, one called Noria (the name they gave to Noah's wife), a Gospel of Eve, Books
of Seth, Revelations of Adam, etc. They used both the Old and New Testament, but did not acknowledge the God of
the Old Testament as the supreme deity.
They taught that there were eight heavens, each under a separate archon. In the seventh reigned Sabaoth, creator of
heaven and earth, the God of the Jews, represented by some Borborites under the form of an ass or a hog; hence the
Jewish prohibition of swine's flesh. In the eighth heaven reigned Barbelo, the mother of the living; the Father of All,
the supreme God; and Christ. They denied that Christ was born of Mary, or had a real body; and also the resurrection
of the body.
The human soul after death wanders through the seven heavens, until it obtains rest with Barbelo. Man possesses a
soul in common with plants and beasts. According to Augustine they taught that the soul was derived from the
substance of God, and hence could not be polluted by contact with matter.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Medieval_Gnosticism
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Carpocratians
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thomasine_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Family_%28biology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sphaeroceridae
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Panarion
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Epiphanius_of_Salamis
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Theodoret
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Egypt
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sect
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nicolaitans
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mud
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Norea
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Noah
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gospel_of_Eve
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Seth
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apocalypse_of_Adam
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sabaoth
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Barbelo
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Seven_heavens
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Augustine
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hyle


Borborites 77

Sexual sacramentalism
Epiphanius says the Borborites were inspired by Sethianism, and had as a distinct feature of their rituals elements of
sexual sacramentalism, including smearing of hands with menstrual blood and semen, and consumption of the same
as a variant of eucharist. They were also said to extract fetuses from pregnant women and consume them,
particularly if the women accidentally became pregnant during related sexual rituals.
Epiphanius claimed some firsthand knowledge of the sect, and to have run away from certain Gnostic women who
reproached him thus:

ÄWe have not been able to save the young man, but rather, have abandoned him to the clutches of the ruler!Å
Epiphanius later reported the group to the bishops, resulting in the expulsion of around 80 people from the city of
Alexandria.
As all these tellings about the Borborites come from their opponents, it is unknown if they are true or exaggerated.
Stephen Gero finds them plausible and connected with earlier Gnostic myths.[1]

Barbelo
It is unlikely they would have called themselves Borborites, yet this, their alternative names, and the descriptions of
their beliefs, reveals a connection to Barbelo. Some of the Gnostic scriptures have been called "Barbeloite" because
of her appearance in them, such as the Apocryphon of John and Trimorphic Protennoia. The last of these seems to
have undergone Sethian revision, although similar, fully Sethian texts have their own distinct perspectiveÄmaybe
suggesting some Sethians were inspired by Barbeloite writings. These writings do not mention any sexual rituals, but
neither any moral codes. Trimorphic Protennoia does describe the divine as a sexual being, but being a highly
esoteric work leaves much to the imagination. If the Barbelognostics were libertines and these are their writings, then
the unfriendly account of Epiphanius has to be contrasted with the elegant spiritual writings they produced.

Sources
á Epiphanius of Salamis. Panarion (Adversus Haereses). Chapters 25 and 26.
á Theodoret. Haereticarum Fabularum Compendium.

Notes
[1] Gero, Stephen (1986). "With Walter Bauer on the Tigris: Encratite Orthodoxy and Libertine Heresy in Syro-Mesopotamian Christianity," in

C.W. Hedrick, R. Hodgson (eds.), Nag Hammadi, Gnosticism, and Early Christianity, Peabody, Ma.: Hendrickson Publishers.

This article uses text from The Protestant Theological and Ecclesiastical Encyclopedia (http:/ / books. google. com/
books?pg=PA464& lr=& cd=41& id=VOkXAAAAYAAJ& as_brr=1#v=onepage& q=& f=false) (1858) by John
Henry Augustus Bomberger and Johann Jakob Herzog, a publication now in the public domain.
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Cainites
The Cainites, or Cainians, were a Gnostic and Antinomian sect who were known to worship Cain as the first victim
of the Demiurge Jehovah, the deity of the Tanakh (or "Old Testament"), who was identified by many groups of
gnostics as evil. They venerated Cain, on the basis that by creating murder Cain allowed men to deny it, and thus
have a greater chance at redemption from Original Sin. The sect following was relatively small. They were
mentioned by Tertullian and Irenaeus as existing in the eastern Roman Empire during the 2nd century. One of their
purported religious texts was the Gospel of Judas.

Source texts on the Cainites
á Irenaeus, Against Heresies 1.31.1Å2
á Epiphanius of Salamis, Panarion 38
á Hippolytus, Against Heresies 8
á Pseudo-Tertullian, Against All Heresies 7
á Tertullian, On Baptism 1.

Other meanings
á Cainites is a term used by some adherents of Christian Identity groups to disparage Jews.
á Cainites is an alternate transliteration for Kenites.
á Cainite theology is discussed in the 1919 Hermann Hesse novel, Demian.

In popular culture
á The Cainites are referred to in issue 22 (May 1990) of Sandman, a comic published by DC Comics and written by

Neil Gaiman. The description of the sect is inconsistent with this entry's description.
á In White Wolf, Inc.'s Vampire: The Masquerade universe (also known as the World of Darkness) storyline,

Cainites is another name for Vampires i.e.: those descended from Cain (the first vampire). The description of the
sect is inconsistent with this entry's description.

á The book Demian, by Hermann Hesse, extensively draws upon the beliefs of the Cainite sect. The eponymous
character Max Demian even convinces the protagonist Emil Sinclair that Christianity had misunderstood Cain's
virtue over Abel's.

Other sources
á Overview of "Cainites from the Catholic Encyclopedia [1]

References
[1] http:/ / www. newadvent. org/ cathen/ 03143a. htm
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Carpocrates
Carpocrates of Alexandria was the founder of an early Gnostic sect from the first half of the 2nd century who used
only the Gospel according to the Hebrews. As with many Gnostic sects, we know of the Carpocratians only through
the writings of the Church Fathers, principally Irenaeus of Lyons and Clement of Alexandria. As the former strongly
opposed Gnostic doctrine, there is a question of negative bias when using this source. While the various references to
the Carpocratians differ in some details, they agree as to the libertinism of the sect.

Irenaeus
The earliest and most vivid account of Carpocrates and his followers comes from Irenaeus (died 202) in his Against
Heresies[1] including an account of the theology and practice of the sect.
They believe, he writes, that Jesus was not divine; but because his soul was "steadfast and pure", he "remembered
those things which he had witnessed within the sphere of the unbegotten God" (similar to Plato's concept of
Anamnesis). Because of this, Jesus was able to free himself from the material powers (what other Gnostics call
Archons, the Demiurge, etc.). Carpocratians believed they themselves could transcend the material realm, and
therefore were no longer bound by Mosaic law, which was based on the material powers, or by any other morality,
which, they held, was mere human opinion.
Irenaeus then goes on to provide his further, slightly different, explanation. The followers of Carpocrates, he says,
believed that in order to leave this world, one's imprisoned eternal soul must pass through every possible condition of
earthly life. Moreover, it is possible to do this within one lifetime. As a result, the Carpocratians did "all those things
which we dare not either speak or hear of" so that when they died, they would not be compelled to incarnate again
but would return to God. Borges depicts a fictional sect with the exact belief in his short story The Theologians.
Irenaeus says that they practised various magical arts as well as leading a licentious life. He also says that they
possessed a portrait of Christ, a painting they claimed had been made by Pilate during his lifetime, which they
honoured along with images of Plato, Pythagoras and Aristotle "in the manner of the Gentiles".

Clement
Carpocrates is also mentioned by Clement of Alexandria in his Stromateis.[2] Clement quotes extensively from On
Righteousness which he says was written by Epiphanes, Carpocrates' son. No copy outside of Clement's citation
exists, but the writing is of a strongly antinomian bent. It claims that differences in class and the ownership of
property are unnatural, and argues for property and women to be held in common. Clement confirms claiming that at
their Agape meaning an early Christian gathering.
According to Clement, Carpocrates was from Alexandria although his sect was primarily located in Cephallenia.
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Secret Gospel of Mark
Carpocrates is again mentioned in the controversial Mar Saba letter, purportedly also by Clement of Alexandria,
discovered in 1958 by Morton Smith. The letter mentions and quotes from a previously unsuspected Secret Gospel of
Mark, which Carpocrates had wheedled an opportunity to copy at Alexandria. A corrupted copy was circulating
among Carpocrates' followers.

Miscelleous references
Other references to Carpocrates exist but are likely to be based on the two already cited.
Epiphanius of Salamis writes that

Carpocratians derived from a native of Asia, Carpocrates, who taught his followers to perform every obscenity
and every sinful act. And unless one proceeds through all of them, he said, and fulfils the will of all demons
and angels, he cannot mount to the highest heaven or get by the principalities and authorities.

Carpocrates is also mentioned by Tertullian and Hippolytus, both of whom seem to rely on Irenaeus; and also
perhaps by Origen and Hegesippus.

References
[1] Irenaeus: Against Heresies (Excerpt) (http:/ / gbgm-umc. org/ umw/ bible/ carpocra. stm)
[2] ClementÇs Stromata, Book III (http:/ / www. earlychristianwritings. com/ text/ clement-stromata-book3-english. html)
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á Clement, Stromateis (http:/ / www. earlychristianwritings. com/ text/ clement-stromata-book3-english. html)

Book iii.ii
á Carpocrates and the Carpocratians (http:/ / www. ccel. org/ s/ schaff/ encyc/ encyc02/ htm/ iv. vi. cxxxv. htm)

(New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia)
á 'ÇSaint Carpocrates (http:/ / www. antinopolis. org/ carpocrates. html) (and The Libertine Companions of

Antinous)
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Marcosians
The Marcosians were a Gnostic sect founded by Marcus, active in Lyons and southern Europe from the second to
the 4th century. Women held special status in the Marcosian communities; they were regarded as prophetesses and
participated in administering the Eucharistic rites. Irenaeus accuses Marcus of seducing his followers, and scornfully
writes (Adversus Haereses I. 13, 4) that the whole sect was an affair of "silly women."
The Marcosian system was a variation of that of Valentinus. It retained the 30 Aeons, but called them "Greatnesses"
and gave them numerical values. It kept the myth of the fall of Sophia but called it a "Divine Deficiency". Unique to
it was the adaptation of the Pythagorean number theory (Isopsephy) to Gnosticism.

System
Marcus, a true mystic, held his knowledge to be the product of divine revelation (I. 14, 1):

The infinitely exalted Tetrad descended upon him from the invisible and indescribable places in the form
of a woman ... and expounded to him alone its own nature, and the origin of all things, which it had
never before revealed to any one either of gods or men.

Theory of letters
Sometimes Marcus counts the number of letters in a name, sometimes he reckons up the sum total, when to each
letter is given its value in the Greek arithmetical notation: sometimes he uses a method which enables him to find
still deeper mysteries.
Marcus points out that if we take a single letter, Ò, and write its name at full length, ±éçãê, we get five letters; but we
may write again the names of these at full length and get a number of letters more, and so on ad infinitum. If the
mysteries contained in a single letter be thus infinite, what must be the immensity of those contained in the name of
the Propator.
Concerning this name be gives the following account:ÄWhen the first Father, who is above thought and without
substance, willed the unspeakable to become spoken, and the invisible to become formed, He opened His mouth and
emitted a Word like Himself, which being the form of the invisible, declared to Himself what He was. His name
consisted of four syllables successively uttered, of four, four, ten, and twelve letters respectively.
It might appear as if we were to understand as the first of these the word Éúùì; and this name of four syllables and
thirty letters seems to a description of the system of thirty Aeons divided into two Tetrads, a Decad, and a Dodecad.
Each letter is one of the Aeons, and contains within itself an infinity of mysteries. Each letter makes its own sound, it
knows not the sound of the adjacent letter, nor of the whole, but the restitution of all things will take place when all
the letters are brought to make the same sound, and then a harmony will result of which we have an image in that
made when we all sound the Amen together.
This comparison shows an interesting point of agreement in liturgical usage between the Gnostics of the 2nd century
and the Roman church of the time of Jerome, whose well-known words are "ad similitudinem caelestis tonitrui
Amen reboat." What is stated about the limited knowledge of each Aeon may be compared with what Hippolytus of
Rome tells of the Docetae (viii. 10).
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Tetrad

The Pythagorean Tetrad.[1]

Marcus pushes into further details his designation of the Aeons as
letters of the alphabet. There are twenty-four letters in the alphabet,
and twenty-four is the sum of the letters of the names of the first tetrad:
á The Unspeakable (ÏÓÆíãäÖ)
á Silence (ÉåÑÄì)
á Father (âêãìú)
á Truth (ÉçìõåÑê)
Followed by those of the second tetrad:
á Word (ç¿ÄäÖ)

á Life (ëîì)
á Man (ÏÅõúîâäÖ)
á Church (·®®çíÉ¡ê)
These form the Ogdoad. Again, the Greek alphabet consists of nine mutes, eight semivowels, and seven vowels. The
mutes belong to Father and Truth (The Unspeakable, and Silence, of course, do not count); these being mute reveal
nothing to man. The semivowels belong to Word and Life, but the vowels to Man and Church, since it was a voice
coming through Man which gave power to all.
For the seven heavens, we are told, utter each its own vowel sound, the first A and so on; and it was the sound of
their united doxology borne to the earth, which gave generation to all things on the earth. By the descent of Him who
was with the Father from the nine into the seven, the groups of Aeons were equalized and perfect harmony produced.

ãÅåÑçâ
Further, it is to be observed that in the Greek arithmetical notation eight letters are used to denote units, eight tens,
and eight hundreds: total 888; but this is exactly the numerical value of the letters in the name ÔíÉäÀÖ. Similarly, the
à and Õ is identified with the âåúÑÉãåú¶ which descended on Jesus, the numerical value being in both cases 801.
Other mysteries are found in the six letters of the name ÔíÉäÀÖ (see Episemon, below), the eight letters of ùúåÑÉã¿Ö,
which again added to the four of Ö¡äÖ make twelve. These, however, are only the spoken names known to ordinary
Christians; the unspoken names of Jesus and Christ are of twenty-four and thirty letters respectively. Either
Hippolytus, or an early copyist of his, makes an attempt to solve the mystery of the unspoken names by writing at
full length the letters of the name ùúåÑÉã¿Ö; ùåÄ, Æ«, åÍ, Çãê, É¡Äèê, ãêÀ, ä°, É¶Å; but we have here only
twenty-four letters instead of thirty, so we must be content to remain in ignorance of what would seem to have been
one of the most valuable secrets of this sect.

Aeons
To understand the generation of the thirty Aeons from the Ogdoad, we have only to take the first eight numbers and
add them up, leaving out sixÄfor it is the Episemon and not a letter of the usual Greek alphabet:Ä

1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 5 + 7 + 8 = 30
Again, we find the fall of the twelfth Aeon, Sophia, indicated in the alphabet; for ×, which arithmetically denotes 30,
the number of the Aeons, is only the eleventh letter in the alphabet. But it set about to seek another like itself, and so
the next letter is M, or ××. Again, add up the numerical value of all the letters of the alphabet ending with ç and we
have ninety-nine; that is deficiency, a number still counted on the left hand, which they who have "knowledge"
escape by following after the one which, added to ninety-nine, transfers them to the right hand. The reader will
remember Juvenal's "jam dextera computat annos."
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Episemon
Even numbers are female, odd numbers male, by the union of the first of these, 2 and 3, was begotten the Episemon,
or 6, the number of Salvation.
In the account of his system given by Irenaeus (I. xiv.), copied by Hippolytus (Ref. vi. 45) and by Eplphauius (Haer.
34), ãÂ ·â¡ÉíèäÅ is repeatedly used to denote the numerical character for six; the number 6 is ¼ ·â¡ÉíèäÖ ÉúÑõè¿Ö;
the six-lettered name ÔíÉäÀÖ is ãÂ ·â¡ÉíèäÅ ØÅäèê, etc., language perplexing to the old Latin translator, who
renders the word by "insignis." A similar use of the word is found in Clement of Alexandria (Strom. vi. 16); but this
cannot be called a quite independent illustration, for the coincidences are found to be such as to put it beyond doubt
that Clement, in his account of the mysteries of the number 6, makes unacknowledged use of the same writings of
Marcus as were employed by Irenaeus. Eusebius (Quaest. ad Marin. Mai, Nov. Pat. Bib. iv. 299), copied by Jerome
or Pseudo-Jerome (Brev. in Psal. 77, vii. 198, ed. Vallars.), suggests, as a way of reconciling the difference between
the evangelists as to whether the Lord suffered at the third or the sixth hour, that a transcriber's error may have arisen
from the likeness of Gamma and the Episemon, i.e. apparently Ù and Ú.
The source whence all modern writers have learned their use of the word episemon is Joseph Justus Scaliger's essay
on the origin of the Ionic letters.[2] He there quotes as from Bede, de Indigitatione, a statement of an old grammarian,
who, having mentioned that the Greeks denote numbers by letters, and for this purpose join to the letters of their
alphabet three other characters, goes on as follows:Ä

Prima est ò quae dicitur Episimon et est nota numeri VI.; secunda est G quae vocatur kophe et valet in
numero XC.; tertin est ¦ quae dicitur enneacosia quia valent DCCCC.

Here, as well as in the preceding passages, episemon is used with special reference to the character for six; but
Scaliger turns into Greek the phrase "nota numeri VI." ãÂ ·â¡ÉíèäÅ ãäÀ Û½ ÉúÑõèäÀ, and seems to have inferred that
the marks for the numbers 90 and 900 had equal rights to the same title; and he also gives the name Episemon to
each of the six Phoenician letters said not to have been received by the Ionians, saying, for instance, that the letter
Üãê was originally an episemon, and distinguishing between the episemon of the number 6 and the digamma or
episemon of Vau. He does not name his authority for this way of speaking; nor do we know that the character which
was by some called ÊêÀ, and by others ãÂ ·â¡ÉíèäÅ, was ever called by any one before Scaliger by the combination
·â¡ÉíèäÅ ÊêÀ. However this may be, Scaliger has been followed by all who have written on the subject since his
time.
The true account of these three characters seems to be that though the Phoenicians themselves did not use the letters
of their alphabet for purposes of numeration, the Greeks, who derived their alphabet from them, did so in the 5th
century BC; that their alphabet then still contained two of the Phoenician letters which in the next century were
disused, viz., ÊêÀ in the sixth place, and ®¿ââê, the Roman Q, coming after â; that these letters then took their
natural place in the system of numeration, which was afterwards made complete by the addition, at the end of the
letters of the alphabet, of another character to denote 900, which from its shape was at a considerably later period
called ÉêÅâÄ.[3] The character for six had not come to be identified with the abbreviation for Éã in the time of
Marcus, as known through Hippolytus. In calculating the numerical value of ùúåÑÉã¿Ö he counts the É and ã
separately; and it is to be noted that he calls the former s Sigma, and the latter San. It is possible that Marcus
expressly identified his episemon with the digamma, for though in Irenaeus, the reading is undoubtedly ±Ñâçä
Äú¶èèêãê, the context gives probability to Dr. Hort's conjecture that Marcus wrote Ä¶èèêãê. He says that this
number added to the number of the twenty-four letters makes thirty. Now the double letters are already included in
the twenty-four, but the Digamma stands outside the alphabet, and therefore its number might properly be added to
that of the letters.
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Six
With regard to the properties of the number 6, Marcus and Clement were in part indebted to Philo of Alexandria,
who explains (De Op. Mund. 3) that it is the first perfect number, i.e.., according to Euclid's definition, one equal to
the sum of the numbers 1, 2, 3 which divide it without remainder (Aug. de Civ. Dei, xi. 30), the second such number
being 28, which is the sum of its divisors 1, 2, 4, 7, 14 (Orig. t. 28 in S. Joann.); that being 2 Ë 3 it arises from the
marriage of a male and female, i.e.., odd and even number; that there are six directions of motion, forward,
backward, right, left, up, down; etc. Marcus observed that
á The world was made in six days
á In the new dispensation Jesus after six days went up to the Mount of Transfiguration
á There, by the appearance of Moses and Elias, the number of His company became six
á He suffered at the sixth hour of the sixth day of the week
And thence concludes that this number has the power not only of production, but of regeneration. As seven is the
number of the heavens, and eight is the supercelestial ogdoad, so six denotes the material creation (see also
Heracleon); and, in particular, the material body through which the Saviour revealed Himself to men's senses, and
conveyed to them that enlightenment of their ignorance in which redemption consisted. Clement, if not Marcus, finds
the Saviour's higher nature represented by the episemon, which is not taken into account by one who looks merely at
the order of the letters in the alphabet, but reveals itself in the system of numeration.
Irenaeus points out that the mysteries of Marcus all depend on the employment of the modern form of the Greek
alphabet, and that they disappear when a Semitic alphabet is used. He shows also (ii. 24) that it is possible to say as
fine things about the properties of the number 5 as about those of the numbers which are glorified by Marcus.

Practices
The Marcosians had formulae and sacraments of redemption. If so great mysteries were contained in names, it
naturally followed that to know the right name of each celestial power was a matter of vital importance; and such
knowledge the teachers promised to bestow. Others held that these applications could not procure spiritual
redemptionÄonly by knowledge (gnosis) could such redemption be effected.

Baptism and Trinitarian Baptismal Formula
Eusebius of Caesarea writes that the Marcosians baptised people "Into the name of the unknown father of the
universe, into truth, the mother of all things, into the one that descended upon Jesus."[4] This may show that the
Trinitarian baptismal formula existed at least at that time, and probably earlier,[5] and that the Marcosians adopted it
as their own.
Marcus taught that the baptism of the visible Jesus was but for the forgiveness of sins, but that the redemption of
Christ, who in that baptism descended, was for perfection; the one was merely psychical, the other spiritual. Of the
latter are interpreted the words in which Jesus spoke of another baptism (£Luke£12:50; £Matthew£20:22).
Some conferred this redemption by baptism with special invocations; others went so far as to reject Christian
baptism and to substitute a mixture of oil and water which they poured over the head of the candidate. By
confirmation the Gnostics intended not so much to give the Holy Ghost as to seal the candidates against the attacks
of the Archons, by which the initiated would after death become incomprehensible and invisible, and leaving their
bodies in this lower creation and their souls with the Demiurge, ascend in their spirits to the Pleroma. Probably the
Egyptian religion contributed this element to Gnosticism. Some of these Marcosian formulae were in Hebrew, of
which Irenaeus has preserved specimens much corrupted by copyists.
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Eucharist
A knowledge of astrology was among Marcus's accomplishments, and apparently some chemical knowledge, with
which he gained a reputation of magical skill. The eucharistic cup of mingled wine and water was seen under his
invocation to change to a purple red; and his disciples were told that this was because the great Charis (Grace) had
dropped some of her blood into the cup. Sometimes he would hand the cup to women, and bid them in his presence
pronounce the eucharistic words (I. 13, 2):

May that Charis who is before all things, and who transcends all knowledge and speech, fill thine inner
being, and multiply in thee her own knowledge, by sowing the grain of mustard seed in thee as in good
soil.

Then he would pour from their consecrated cup into a much larger one held by himself, and the liquor, miraculously
increased at this prayer, would be seen to rise up and fill the larger vessel.

Prophecy
Marcus taught his female disciples to prophesy. Casting lots at their meetings, he would command her on whom the
lot fell boldly to utter the words which were suggested to her mind, and such words were accepted by the hearers as
prophetic utterances.
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Ophites
The Ophites (also called Ophians or Serpentinians) (from Greek ØüÑêÅäÑ > ØüÑÖ = snake) were members of
numerous Gnostic sects in Syria and Egypt about 100 AD. The Ophite sects revered the serpent of Genesis as a
symbol of gnosis, which the tyrant Yaldabaoth tried to hide from Adam and Eve. As John££3:14 tells that "as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up," the Ophites felt perfectly justified
in their position, and Christian heresiologists took particular offense at turning their view of the serpent on its head.
Irenaeus wrote a history of heresy toward the end of the 2nd century from which our principal mythos is derived;
Clement of Alexandria[1] mentions beside the "Cainists" the "Ophians" (ÝüÑêÅä¡), saying that their name is derived
from the object of their worship. Philaster, an author of the 4th century, places the Ophites, the Cainites, and the
Sethians at the head of all heresies (ch. 1-3), because he holds that they owed their origin to the serpent (the Devil).

In Irenaeus
Irenaeus having given[2] in what seems intended for chronological order, a list of heresies, beginning with Simon
Magus and ending with Tatian, adds in a kind of appendix a description of a variety of Gnostic sects deriving their
origin, as he maintains, from the heresy of Simon. Irenaeus does not use the name "Ophite," but Theodoret, who
copies his description, gives that title to them, and he has been followed by later writers.
Here the origin of the mixed world is most completely represented. Creation began as a series of emanations:

The True and Holy Church
á Bythos (Depth):

á Father of All (the First Man):
á Ennoia, the Son of Man (the Second Man):

á The Holy Spirit, the First Woman:
á Water
á Darkness
á The Abyss
á Chaos

Of the beauty of the Holy Spirit, both First and Second Man became enamoured, and they generated from her a third
male, an Incorruptible Light, called Christ. But the excess of light with which she had been impregnated was more
than she could contain, and while Christ her right-hand birth was borne upward with his mother, forming with the
First and Second Man the True and Holy Church, a drop of light fell on the left hand downwards into the world of
matter, and was called Sophia (Wisdom) or Prunikos, an androgynous being.
By this arrival the still waters were set in motion, all things rushing to embrace the Light, and Prunikos wantonly
playing with the waters, assumed to herself a body, without the protection of which the light was in danger of being
completely absorbed by matter. Yet when oppressed by the grossness of her surroundings, she strove to escape the
waters and ascend to her mother, the body weighed her down, and she could do no more than arch herself above the
waters, constituting thus the visible heaven. In process of time, however, by intensity of desire she was able to free
herself from the encumbrance of the body, and leaving it behind to ascend to the region immediately above, called in
the language of another sect the middle region.
Meanwhile a son, Yaldabaoth, born to her from her contact with the waters, having in him a certain breath of the
incorruptible light left him from his mother, by means of which he works, generates from the waters a son without
any mother. And this son in like manner another, until there were seven Archons in all, ruling the seven heavens; a
Hebdomad which their mother completes into an Ogdoad.
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á Yaldabaoth ("yalda bahut" = "son of chaos"), the Demiurge
á Iao
á Sabaoth
á Adonaios
á Elaios
á Astaphanos
á Horaios ("or" = "light")
But it came to pass that these sons strove for mastery with their father Yaldabaoth, whereat he suffered great
affliction, and casting his despairing gaze on the dregs of matter below, he, through them, consolidated his longing
and obtained a son Ophiomorphus, the serpent-formed Nous, whence come the spirit and soul, and all things of this
lower world; but whence came also oblivion, wickedness, jealousy, envy, and death. Yaldabaoth, stretching himself
over his upper heaven, had shut out from all below the knowledge that there was anything higher than himself, and
having puffed up with pride at the sons whom he had begotten without help from his mother, he cried,

ÄI am Father and God, and above me there is none other.Å
On this his mother, hearing him, cried out,[3]

ÄDo not lie, Yaldabaoth, for above thee is the Father of All, the First Man, and the Son of Man.Å
When the heavenly powers marvelled at this voice, Yaldabaoth, to call off their attention, exclaimed," Let us make
man after our image." Then the six powers formed a gigantic man, the mother Sophia having given assistance to the
design, in order that by this means she might recover the Light-fluid from Yaldabaoth. For the man whom the six
powers had formed, lay unable to raise itself, writhing like a worm until they brought it to their father, who breathed
into it the breath of life, and so emptied himself of his power. But the man having now Thought and Conception
(Nous and Enthymesis), forthwith gave thanks to the First Man, disregarding those who had made him.
At this Yaldabaoth, being jealous, planned to despoil the man by means of a woman, and formed Eve, of whose
beauty the six powers being enamoured generated sons from her, namely, the angels. Then Sophia devised by means
of the serpent to seduce Eve and Adam to transgress the precept of Yaldabaoth; and Eve, accepting the advice of one
who seemed a Son of God, persuaded Adam also to eat of the forbidden tree. And when they ate they gained
knowledge of the power which is over all, and revoked from those who had made them. Thereupon Yaldabaoth cast
Adam and Eve out of Paradise; but the mother had secretly emptied them of the Light-fluid in order that it might not
share the curse or reproach. So they were cast down into this world, as was also the serpent who had been detected in
working against his father. He brought the angels here under his power, and himself generated six sons, a counterpart
of the Hebdomad of which his father was a member. These seven demons always oppose and thwart the human race
on whose account their father was cast down.
Adam and Eve at first had light and clear and, as it were, spiritual bodies, which on their fall became dull and gross;
and their spirits were also languid because they had lost all but the breath of this lower world which their maker had
breathed into them; until Prunikos taking pity on them gave them back the sweet odour of the Light-fluid through
which they woke to a knowledge of themselves and knew that they were naked. The story proceeds to give a version
of Old Testament history, in which Yaldabaoth is represented as making a series of efforts to obtain exclusive
adoration for himself, and to avenge himself on those who refused to pay it, while he is counteracted by Prunikos,
who strives to enlighten mankind as to the existence of higher powers more deserving of adoration. In particular the
prophets who were each the organ of one of the Hebdomad, the glorification of whom was their main theme, were
nevertheless inspired by Sophia to make fragmentary revelations about the First Man and about Christ above, whose
descent also she caused to be predicted.
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Redemption
And here we come to the version given of New Testament history in this system. Sophia, having no rest either in
heaven or on earth, implored the assistance of her mother, the First Woman. She, moved with pity at her daughter's
repentance, begged of the First Man that Christ should be sent down to her assistance. Sophia, apprized of the
coming help, announced his advent by John, prepared the baptism of repentance, and by means of her son,
Yaldabaoth, got ready a woman to receive the annunciation from Christ, in order that when he came there might be a
pure and clean vessel to receive him, namely Jesus, who, being born of a virgin by divine power, was wiser, purer,
and more righteous than any other man. Christ then descended through the seven heavens, taking the form of the
sons of each as he came down, and depriving each of their rulers of his power. For wheresoever Christ came the
Light-fluid rushed to him, and when he came into this world he first united himself with his sister Sophia, and they
refreshed one another as bridegroom and bride, and the two united descended into Jesus, who thus became Jesus
Christ. Then he began to work miracles, and to announce the unknown Father, and to declare himself manifestly the
son of the First Man. Then Yaldabaoth and the other princes of the Hebdomad, being angry, sought to have Jesus
crucified, but Christ and Sophia did not share his passion, having withdrawn themselves into the incorruptible Aeon.
But Christ did not forget Jesus, but sent a power which raised his body up, not indeed his choical body, for "flesh and
blood cannot lay hold of the kingdom of God," but his animal and spiritual body. So it was that Jesus did no
miracles, either before his baptism, when he was first united to Christ, or after his resurrection, when Christ had
withdrawn himself from him. Jesus then remained on earth after his resurrection eighteen months, at first himself not
understanding the whole truth, but enlightened by a revelation subsequently made him, which he taught to a chosen
few of his disciples, and then was taken up to heaven.
The story proceeds to tell that Christ, sitting on the right hand of the father Yaldabaoth, without his knowledge
enriches himself with the souls of those who had known him, inflicting a corresponding loss on Yaldabaoth. For as
righteous souls instead of returning to him are united to Christ, Yaldabaoth is less and less able to bestow any of the
Light-fluid on souls afterwards entering this world, and can only breathe into them his own animal breath. The
consummation of all things will take place when, by successive anion of righteous souls with Christ, the last drop of
the Light-fluid shall be recovered from this lower world.

Significance
The system here expounded evidently implies a considerable knowledge of the Old Testament on the part either of
its inventor or expounder. It begins with "the spirit of God moving on the face of the waters," and it summarises the
subsequent history, even mentioning the sacred writers by name. Yet that it is not the work of amicable to Judaism is
evident from the hostility shown to the God of the Jews, who is represented as a mixture of arrogance and ignorance,
waging war against idolatry from mere love of self-exaltation, yet constantly thwarted and overcome by the skill of
superior knowledge. The feminine attributes ascribed to the Holy Spirit indicate that Greek was not the native
language of the framer of this system, and this conclusion is confirmed by the absence of elements derived from
Greek philosophic systems. If, for instance, we compare this system with that of Valentinus, we discover at once so
much agreement in essential features as to assure us of the substantial identity of the foundation of the two systems;
but the Valentinian system contains several things derived from Greek philosophy, whereas that which we have
described can be explained from purely Oriental sources. We are entitled therefore to regard the latter as representing
the more original form. The reporter of this system is clearly acquainted with the New Testament, since he adopts a
phrase from the Epistle to the Corinthians; he knows that Jesus habitually spoke of himself as Son of Man; and in
denying that Jesus performed miracles before his baptism, he adopts the history as told in the Gospels in opposition
to that told in apocryphal Gospels of the Infancy. The place which the doctrine of a Trinity holds in this system
indicates that it proceeds from one who had received Christian instruction.
Although, following Theodoret, we have given the name Ophite to the system described by Irenaeus, it will have 
been seen that not only does the doctrine concerning the serpent form a very subordinate part of the system, but also
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that the place it assigns the serpent is very different from that given it by those whom we count as properly to be
called Ophites. For this name properly belongs to those who give the serpent the place of honour in their system, but
the present system agrees with Christian doctrine in making the serpent and his attendant demons the enemy and
persecutor of the human race. In the passage immediately following the chapter we have analysed, Irenaeus shows
acquaintance with a section of the school who may be called Ophite in the proper sense of the word, some teaching
that Sophia herself was the serpent, some glorifying Cain and other enemies of the God of the Old Testament.
If we were to single out what we regard as the most characteristic feature of the scheme, it is the prominence given to
the attribute of light as the property of the good Principle. This feature is still more striking in the derived system of
Pistis Sophia, where the mention of light is of perpetual occurrence, and the dignity of every being is measured by
the brilliancy of its light. It is natural to imagine a connexion with the system of Zoroaster, in which the history of
the world is made to be a struggle between the kingdom of light and the kingdom of darkness. This suspicion is
continued when we refer to what Plutarch tells of the system of Zoroaster,[4] for we there find other coincidences
with our system, which can scarcely be accidental. In the Persian system, the opposing powers, Ormuzd and
Ahriman, each generate six derived beings to aid in the contest, precisely in the same way that Yaldabaoth and
Ophiomorphus have each the co-operation of six subordinate and derived beings. The story of Sophia stretching out
her body so as to form the visible heavens has a parallel in a similar myth told about Ormuzd enlarging his bulk, and
there is a likeness to Ophite doctrine in the account which Zoroaster gives of resurrection bodies, which are to be so
clear and subtle as to cast no shadow. (See also the Persian representations of seven heavens and an eighth region
above them.)[5]

In the section of Irenaeus immediately preceding that of which we have just given an account, there is a summary of
a system which has been called Barbeliot, from its use of the name Barbelo to denote the supreme female principle.
It contains some of the essential features of the scheme just described, of which it seems to have been a
development, principally characterized by a great wealth of nomenclature, and, with the exception of the name which
has given a title to the system, all derived from the Greek language.
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In Clement and Origen
Clement of Alexandria incidentally mentions Cainites and Ophites,[6] but gives no explanation of their tenets. Nor do
we suppose that there is any reason to connect with this sect his reprobation of the use of serpent ornaments by
women.[7]

Reconstruction of Ophite Diagram from Histoire critique du
Gnosticisme; Jacques Matter, 1826, Vol. III, Plate I, D.

Origen is led to speak of the Ophites[8] by an accusation of
Celsus that the Christians counted seven heavens, and
spoke of the Creator as an accursed divinity, inasmuch as
he was worthy of execration for cursing the serpent who
introduced the first human beings to the knowledge of
good and evil. Origen replies that Celsus had mixed up
matters, and had confounded with the Christians the
Ophites, who so far from being Christians would not hear
the name of Jesus, nor own him to have been so much as a
wise and virtuous man, nor would admit anyone into their
assembly until he had cursed Jesus. It may be doubted
whether Origen has not here been misinformed about a
sect of which he intimates that he knows but little.
According to all other authorities the Ophites claimed to
be Christians. Elsewhere[9] Origen classes the Ophites as
heretics of the graver sort with the followers of Marcion,
Valentinus, Basilides, and Apelles. The identity of the
nomenclature proves that these Ophites of Origen are a
branch of the sect described by Irenaeus, and therefore
justifies our application of the name Ophite to that sect.

Hebdomad

The names of the seven princes of the Hebdomad, as given
by Origen, agree completely with the list of Irenaeus.
Origen also gives the names of the seven demons. Irenaeus only gives the name of their chief, but that one is enough
to establish a more than accidental coincidence, since it is a name we should not have expected to find as the name of
a demon, namely, Michael. The name Prunikos is also found in the report of Origen. Origen gives what must have
been one of the valuable secrets of this sect, viz. the formula to be addressed by an ascending soul to each of the
princes of the hebdomad in order to propitiate him to grant a passage through his dominions. Perhaps the secret
would have been more jealously guarded if it were not that in addition to the use of the formula, it seems to hare
been necessary to produce at each gate a certain symbol. These would only be in the possession of the initiated, and
we may imagine that they were buried with them. He gives the formulae in the inverse order; i.e. first the formula to
be used by a soul which has passed through the highest heaven and desires to enter the Ogdoad; next the formula to
be used in order to gain admission to the highest heaven, and so on.

Diagrams
Origen also gives a description of an Ophite diagram, which Celsus likewise had met with, consisting of an outer 
circle, named Leviathan, denoting the soul of all things, with ten internal circles, variously coloured, the diagram 
containing also the figures and names of the seven demons. Many have attempted to reproduce the figure from 
Origen's description, but in truth Origen has not given us particulars enough to enable us to make a restoration with 
confidence, or even to enable us to understand what was intended to be represented. Origen names Euphrates as the
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introducer of the doctrine of the sect which he describes, and the sect may have been that branch of the Ophites who
are called Peratae.

In Hippolytus
A lost earlier treatise of Hippolytus appears to have contained a section on the Ophites, following that on the
Nicolaitans, with whom they were brought into connexion. Philaster has mistakenly transposed this and two other
sections, beginning his treatise on heresies with the Ophites, and making the Ophites, Cainites, and Sethians
pre-Christian sects. The section of Hippolytus appears to have given a condensed account of the mythological story
told by Irenaeus. In giving the name Ophite, however, he appears to have brought into greater prominence than
Irenaeus the characteristics of the sect indicated by the word, their honour of the serpent, whom they even preferred
to Christ, their venerating him because he taught our first parents the knowledge of good and evil, their use of the
references to the brazen serpent in the Old and New Testament, and their introduction of the serpent into their
Eucharistic celebration.

Philosophumena

The great difference between the earlier and the later treatise of Hippolytus is that the former was a mere
compilation, his account of the opinions of heresies being in the main derived from the lectures of Irenaeus; but at
the time of writing the latter, he had himself read several heretical writings, of which he gives an extract in his
treatise. In this book he makes a contemptuous mention of the Ophites in company with the Cainites and
Nochaitae[10] as heretics whose doctrines did not deserve the compliment of serious exposition or refutation.
And it is strange that he does not seem to suspect that these heretics have any connection with those who form the
subject of his fifth book. In that book he treats of sects which paid honour to the serpent, giving to the first of these
sects the name Naassenes, a title which he knows is derived from the Hebrew name for serpent. Possibly Hippolytus
restricted the name Ophites to the sect described by Irenaeus, which has very little in common with that which he
calls Naassenes. This book contains sections on several other Ophite systems, that of the Peratae, Sethians and of
Justinus.
Ophite teaching was, most likely, dying out in the days of Hippolytus; in the time of Epiphanius it was not absolutely
extinct, but the notices in his work would lead us to think of it as but the eccentric doctrine of some stray heretic here
and there, and not to have counted many adherents. In the 5th century Theodoret tells[11] of having found serpent
worship practised in his diocese by people whom he calls Marcionites, but whom we may believe to have been really
Ophites.

In Epiphanius

ÄThey have a snake, which they keep in a certain chest--the cista mystica--and which at the hour of their mysteries they bring forth from its
cave. They heap loaves upon the table and summon the serpent. Since the cave is open it comes out. It is a cunning beast and, knowing their
foolish ways, it crawls up on the table and rolls in the loaves; this they say is the perfect sacrifice. Wherefore, as I have been told, they not
only break the bread in which the snake has rolled and administer it to those present, but each one kisses the snake on the mouth, for the snake
has been tamed by a spell, or has been made gentle for their fraud by some other diabolical method. And they fall down before it and call this
the Eucharist, consummated by the beast rolling in the loaves. And through it, as they say, they send forth a hymn to the Father on high, thus
concluding their mysteries.[12] Å
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Syrian-Egyptic Gnosticism
Syrian-Egyptian Gnostic Schools were ancient Gnostic sects from around the Middle East. They drew heavily on
Platonic and Judaic influences.

Syrian-Egyptian Gnostic Schools
á Sethians

á Valentianism
á Basilideans
á Bardaisanites
á Archontics

Archontics
The Archontics, or Archontici, were a Gnostic sect that existed in Palestine and Armenia, who arose towards the
close of the 2nd century CE. They were thus called from the Greek word ÉúùäÅãåÖ, "principalities", or "rulers", by
reason that they held the world to have been created and ruled by malevolent Archons.
Epiphanius of Salamis seems to be the earliest Christian writer who speaks of this sect. He relates that a young priest
in Palestine named Peter had been charged with heresy, deposed from the office of the priesthood and expelled by
Bishop AÌtius. He fled into a part of Arabia, where there was a center of Ebionitism. In his old age, he returned to
Palestine, where he lived the life of an anchorite in a cave near Jerusalem and attracted followers by the austerity of
his life and the practice of extreme poverty. Shortly before the death of Constantius II (337-361), Eutactus, coming
from Egypt, visited the anchorite Peter and was imbued by him with the doctrines of the sect and carried them into
Greater and Lesser Armenia. Epiphanius excommunicated Peter and the sect seems to have died out soon after.

Beliefs
The Archontics held that there were Seven Heavens, ruled by the Demiurge surrounded by Archons begotten by him,
who are the jailers of the souls. In the eighth heaven dwells the supreme Mother of light. The king or tyrant of the
seventh heaven is Sabaoth, the god of the Jews, who is the father of the Devil. The Devil, dwelling upon earth,
rebelled against his father, and opposed him in all things, and by Eve begot Cain and Abel. Cain slew Abel in a
quarrel about their sister, whom both loved.
"They say," records Epiphanius, "that the soul is the food of the Archons and Powers without which they cannot live,
because she is of the dew from above and gives them strength. When she has become imbued with knowledge ... she
ascends to heaven and gives a defence before each Power and thus mounts beyond them to the upper Mother and
Father of the All whence she came down into this world."[1]

Practices
"Some of them", continues Epiphanius, "pretend to fast after the manner of the monks, deceiving the simple, and
boast of having renounced all property." Theodoret reports that it was the practice of some to pour oil and water on
the heads of the dead, thereby rendering them invisible to the Archons and withdrawing them from their power.
However, Epiphanius states that "they condemn baptism and reject the participation of the Holy Mysteries as
something introduced by the tyrant Sabaoth, and teach other fables full of impiety."[2]
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Texts
Their apocryphal books included:
á The greater and lesser Symphonia
á The Ascension of Isaiah
á Allogenes

Notes
[1] Epiphanius, Panarion, 40, 2.
[2] Epiphanius, Panarion, 40, 1.
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Bardaisan
Bardaisan (Syriac: áàâäãå, Bardai§în; 154Å222; also Latinized as Bardesanes) was a Syriac gnostic[1] , founder
of the Bardaisanites, and an scientist, scholar, astrologer, philosopher and poet, also renowned for his knowledge of
India, on which he wrote a book, now lost.[2]

Biography
Bardaisan was born on 11 July 154 (164?), in Edessa, a metropolis in Osroene, of wealthy Syriac parents. To
indicate the city of his birth his parents called him "Son of the Daisan", the river on which Edessa is situated. On
account of his foreign extraction he is sometimes referred to as "the Parthian" (by Sextus Julius Africanus), or "the
Babylonian" (by Porphyrius); and, on account of his later important activity in Armenia, "the Armenian", (by
Hippolytus of Rome), while Ephrem the Syrian calls him "philosopher of the Arameans" (Syriac: çäéèêèçë
âëíìîäë, Filosofî d-Aramayí). His Parthian parents, Nuhama and Nah 'siram, must have been people of rank, for
their son was educated with the crown-prince of the Osrhoenic kingdom, at the court of Abgar Manu VIII. Sextus
Julius Africanus says that he saw Bardaisan, with bow and arrow, mark the outline of a boy's face with his arrows on
a shield which the boy held.
Owing to political disturbances in Edessa, Bardaisan and his parents moved for a while to Hierapolis (Mabug), a
strong centre of Babylonianism. Here the boy was brought up in the house of a heathen priest Anuduzbar. In this
school, no doubt, he learnt all the intricacies of Babylonian astrology, a training that permanently influenced his
mind and proved the bane of his later life. At the age of twenty-five he happened to hear the homilies of Hystaspes,
the Bishop of Edessa, received instruction, was baptized, and even admitted to the dioconate or the priesthood.
"Priesthood", however, may merely imply that he ranked as one of the college of presbyters, for he remained in the
world, had a son called Harmonius, and when Abgar IX, the friend of his youth, ascended the throne (179) he took
his place at court. He was clearly no ascetic, but dressed in finery "with berylls and caftan", according to Ephrem the
Syrian.
According to tradition, during his youth he shared the education of a royal prince who afterwards became King of
Edessa, perhaps Abgar X bar Manu (reigned Osroene 202-217). He is said to have converted the prince to
Christianity, and may have had an important share in Christianizing the city.
Epiphanius of Salamis and Barhebraeus assert that he was first an orthodox Christian and afterwards an adherent of
Valentinus.
Perhaps owing to the persecutions under Caracalla, Bardaisan for a time retreated into Armenia, and is said to have
there preached Christianity with indifferent success, and also to have composed a history of the Armenian kings.
Bardaisan tried to create a synthesis of Christian and occult beliefs, in a way similar to Origen . As a gnostic, he
certainly denied the resurrection of the body ; and so far as we can judge by the obscure quotations from his hymns
furnished by Ephrem he explained the origin of the world by a process of emanation from the supreme God whom he
called the Father of the living. He and his Bardaisan movement were considered heretic by the Christians, and he
was subjected to critical hymn, particularly by Ephrem:

And if he thinks he has said the last thing
He has reached heathenism,
O Bar-Daisan,
Son of the River Daisan,
Whose mind is liquid like his name!
(St. Ephraim of Syria, Translated by A. S. Duncan Jones, 1904)
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á According to Sozomen's Ecclesiastical history, " Harmonius, his son, was deeply versed in Grecian erudition, and
was the first to subdue his native tongue to meters and musical laws; these verses he delivered to the choirs"

His acceptance of Christianity was perfectly sincere; and later stories, that he left the Catholic Church and joined the
Valentinian Gnostics out of disappointed ambition, do not deserve much credit. His royal friend became (probably
after 202, i.e. after his visit and honourable reception at Rome) the first Christian king; and both king and
philosopher laboured to create the first Christian State. Bardaisan showed great literary activity against Marcion and
Valentinus, the Gnostics of the day. Bardaisan mixed his Babylonian pseudo-astronomy with Christian dogma and
originated a Christian sect, which was vigorously combated by St. Ephrem. The Romans under Caracalla, taking
advantage of the anti-Christian faction in Edessa, captured Abgar IX and sent him in chains to Rome. Thus the
Osrhoenic kingdom, after 353 years' existence, came to an end. Though he was urged by a friend of Caracalla to
apostatize, Bardaisan stood firm, saying that he feared not death, as he would in any event have to undergo it, even
though he should now submit to the emperor. At the age of sixty-three he was forced to take refuge in the fortress of
Ani in Armenia and tried to spread the Gospel there, but with little success. He died at the age of sixty-eight, either at
Ani or at Edessa. According to Michael the Syrian, Bardaisan had besides Harmonius two other sons, called
Abgarun and Hasdu.

Encounter with religious men from India
Porphyry states that on one occasion at Edessa, Bardaisan interviewed an Indian deputation of holy men (designated
as ûêúèêÅê¡äÑ, Sramanas) who had been sent to the Roman emperor Elagabalus or another Severan dynasty Roman
Emperor, and questioned them as to the nature of Indian religion. The encounter is described in Porphyry De abstin.,
iv, 17 [3] and Stobaeus (Eccles., iii, 56, 141):

"For the polity of the Indians being distributed into many parts, there is one tribe among them of men divinely
wise, whom the Greeks are accustomed to call Gymnosophists. But of these there are two sects, one of which
the Bramins preside over, the Samanaeans the other. The race of the Bramins, however, receive divine wisdom
of this kind by succession, in the same manner as the priesthood. But the Samanaeans are elected, and consist
of those who wish to possess divine knowledge. And the particulars respecting them are the following, as the
Babylonian Bardaisan narrates, who lived in the times of our fathers, and was familiar with those Indians who,
together with Damadamis, were sent to Caesar. All the Bramins originate from one stock; for all of them are
derived from one father and one mother. But the Samanaeans are not the offspring of one family, being, as we
have said, collected from every nation of Indians." Porphyry De abstin., iv,

Writings
Bardaisan apparently was a voluminous author. Though nearly all his works have perished, we find notices of the
following:
á Dialogues against Marcion and Valentinus[4] .
á Dialogue "Against Fate" addressed to an Antoninus. Whether this Antoninus is merely a friend of Bardaisan or a

Roman emperor and, in the latter case, which of the Antonini is meant, is matter of controversy. It is also
uncertain whether this dialogue is identical with "The Book of the Laws of the Countries", of which later on[5] .

á A "Book of Psalms", 150 in number, in imitation of David's Psalter[6] . These psalms became famous in the 
history of Edessa; their words and melodies lived for generations on the lips of the people. Only when St. Ephrem 
composed hymns in the same pentasyllabic metre and had them sung to the same tunes as the psalms of 
Bardaisan, did the latter gradually lost favour. We probably possess a few of Bardaisan's hymns in the Gnostic 
Acts of Thomas; the "Hymn on the Soul"; the "Espousals of Wisdom"; the consecratory prayer at Baptism and at 
Holy Communion. Of these only the "Hymn on the Soul" is generally acknowledged to be by Bardesanes, the 
authorship of the others is doubtful. Though marred by many obscurities, the beauty of this hymn on the soul is 
striking. The soul is sent from its heavenly home to the earth, symbolized by Egypt, to obtain the pearl of great
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price. In Egypt it forgets for a while its royal parentage and glorious destiny. It is reminded thereof by a letter
from home, succeeds in snatching a raiment of light, it returns to receive its rank and glory in the kingdom of its
father.

á Astrologico-theological treatises, in which his peculiar tenets were expounded. They are referred to by St.
Ephrem, and amongst them was a treatise on light and darkness. A fragment of an astronomical work by
Bardaisan was preserved by George, Bishop of the Arab tribes, and republished by Nau[7] .

á A "History of Armenia". Moses of Chorene[8] states that Bardaisan, "having taken refuge in the fortress of Ani,
read there the temple records in which also the deeds of kings were chronicled; to these he added the events of his
own time. He wrote all in Syriac, but his book was afterwards translated into Greek". Though the correctness of
this statement is not quite above suspicion, it probably has a foundation in fact.

á "An Account of India". Bardaisan obtained his information from the Indian Sramana (wandering monks)
ambassadors to the Roman Emperor Heliogabalus. A few extracts are preserved by Porphyry and Stobaeus[9] .

á "Book of the Laws of the Countries". This famous dialogue, the oldest remnant not only of Bardaisanite learning,
but even of Syriac literature, if we except the version of Holy Writ, is not by Bardaisan himself, but by a certain
Philip, his disciple. The main speaker, however, in the dialogue is Bardaisan, and we have no reason to doubt that
what is put in his mouth correctly represents his teaching. Excerpts of this work are extant in Greek in
Eusebius[10] and in Caesarius[11] ; in Latin in the "Recognitions" of Pseudo-Clement[12] A complete Syriac text
was first published from a sixth- or seventh-century manuscript in the British Museum by William Cureton, in his
Spicilegium Syriacum (London, 1855), and by Nau. It is disputed whether the original was in Syriac or in Greek;
Nau is decided in favour of the former. Against a questioning disciple called Abida, Bardaisan seeks to show that
man's actions are not entirely necessitated by Fate, as the outcome of stellar combinations. From the fact that the
same laws, customs and manners often prevail amongst all persons living in a certain district, or though locally
scattered living under the same traditions, Bardaisan endeavours to show that the position of the stars at the birth
of individuals can have but little to do with their subsequent conduct, hence the title "Book of the Laws of the
Countries."

Doctrine
Various opinions have been formed as to the real doctrine of Bardesanes. As early as Hippolytus (Philosoph., VI, 50)
his doctrine was described as a variety of Valentinianism, the most popular form of Gnosticism. Adolf Hilgenfeld in
1864 defended this view, based mainly on extracts from St. Ephrem, who devoted his life to combating
Bardaisanism in Edessa.
The strong and fervent expressions of St. Ephrem against the Bardaisanites of his day are not a fair criterion of the
doctrine of their master. The extraordinary veneration of his own countrymen, the very reserved and half-respectful
allusion to him in the early Fathers, and above all the "Book of the Laws of the Countries" suggest a milder view of
Bardaisan's aberrations. He cannot be called a Gnostic in the proper sense of the word. Like the Early Christians, he
believed in an Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth, whose will is absolute, and to whom all things are
subject. God endowed man with freedom of will to work out his salvation and allowed the world to be a mixture of
good and evil, light and darkness. All things, even those we now consider inanimate, have a measure of liberty. In all
of them the light has to overcome the darkness. After six thousand years this earth shall have an end, and a world
without evil shall take its place.
However, Bardaisan also thought the sun, moon and planets were living beings, to whom, under God, the
government of this world was largely entrusted; and though man was free, he was strongly influenced for good or for
evil by the constellations. Bardaisan's catechism must have been a strange mixture of Christian doctrine and
references to the signs of the Zodiac. Led by the fact that "spirit" is feminine in Syriac, he seems to have held
unorthodox views on the Trinity. He apparently denied the Resurrection of the Body, but thought Christ's body was
endowed with incorruptibility as with a special gift.
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Bardaisanite school
The followers of Bardaisan of Mesopotamia, the Bardaisanites were a sect of the 2nd century, deemed heretical by
the Catholic Church, who added other notions into their beliefs. Even Bardaisan's son, Harmonius, strayed farther
from the path of orthodoxy. Educated at Athens, he added to the Chaldee astrology of his father Greek ideas
concerning the soul, the birth and destruction of bodies and a sort of metempsychosis.
A certain Marinus, a follower of Bardaisan and a dualist, who is refuted in the "Dialogue of Adamantius", held the
doctrine of a twofold primeval being; for the devil, according to him is not created by God. He was also a Docetist,
as he denied Christ's birth of a woman. Bardaisan's form of gnosticism influenced Manichaeism.
According to St. Ephrem, the Bardaisanites of his day were given to many puerilities and obscenities. Sun and Moon
were considered male and female principles, and the ideas of heaven amongst the Bardaisanites were not without an
admixture of sensuality.
St. Ephrem's zealous efforts to suppress this powerful heresy were not entirely successful. Rabbula, Bishop of Edessa
in 431-432, found it flourishing everywhere. Its existence in the seventh century is attested by Jacob of Edessa; in the
eighth by George, Bishop of the Arab tribes; in the tenth by the historian Masudi; and even in the twelfth by
Shashrastani. Bardaisanism seems to have devolved first into Valentinianism and then into common Manichaeism.
The last-named writer states: "The followers of Daisan believe in two elements, light and darkness. The light causes
the good, deliberately and with free will; the darkness causes the evil, but by force of nature and necessity. They
believe that light is a living thing, possessing knowledge, might, perception and understanding; and from it
movement and life take their source; but that darkness is dead, ignorant, feeble, rigid and soulless, without activity
and discrimination; and they hold that the evil within them is the outcome of their nature and is done without their
co-operation."

Notes
[1] (http:/ / www. isbnlib. com/ isbn/ 9042907355/ )
[2] Edesa; Parthian Period, University of Evansville (http:/ / ecole. evansville. edu/ articles/ pedessa. html)
[3] Porphyry "On abstinence from animal food" Book IV, Paragraphs 17&18. (http:/ / thriceholy. net/ Texts/ Porphyry2. html)
[4] Theodoretus, Haer. fab., I, xxii; Eusebius of Caesarea, Church History, IV, xxx, 3.
[5] Eusebius, Historia Ecclesiastica, IV, xxx, 2; Epiphanius, Haer., LVI, I; Theodoretus, Haer. fab., I, xxii.
[6] St. Ephrem, Serm. Adv. Haer., liii.
[7] In "Bardesane l'astrologue" etc. (Paris, 1899).
[8] History of G. A., II, 66.
[9] Langlois, Fragm. Hist. graec., V, lxviii sqq.
[10] Praeparatio Evangelica, VI, x, 6 sqq.
[11] Quaestiones, xlvii, 48.
[12] IX, 19sqq.
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entity=HistSciTech000900240232& isize=L)

Basilides
"Basilides" redirects here. For the 17th century Ethiopian Emperor, see Fasilides of Ethiopia. For the martyr,
see Basilides and Potamiana.

Basilides (Greek: ôêÉÑçå¡±íÖ) was an early Gnostic religious teacher in Alexandria, Egypt[1] who taught from
117-138 AD[2] , and was a pupil of either Menander[3] , or an alleged interpreter of St. Peter named Glaucias[4] ,
although modern scholarship rejects Glaucias.[5] The Acts of the Disputation with Manes state that for a time he
taught among the Persians[6] . He is believed to have written over two dozen books of commentary on the Christian
Gospel (now all lost) entitled Exegetica [7] making him one of the earliest Gospel commentators. Only fragments of
his works are preserved that supplement the knowledge furnished by his opponents.
The followers of Basilides, the Basilidians, formed a movement that persisted for at least two centuries after
himÄSt. Epiphanius of Salamis, at the end of the 4th century, recognized a persistent Basilidian Gnosis in Egypt. It
is probable, however, that the school melded into the main stream of Gnosticism by the latter half of the 2nd
century.[8]

Sources

Church Fathers
Historians know of Basilides and his teachings mainly through the writings of his detractors, and it is impossible to
determine how reliable these accounts are. The oldest refutation of the teachings of Basilides, by Agrippa Castor, is
lost, and we are dependent upon the later accounts of:
á Eusebius of Caesarea, Ecclesiastical History, Book IV, Chapter vii, written around the 4th century.
á St. Clement of Alexandria, Stromata, Book I, Chapter xxi; Book II, Chapters vi, viii, and xx; Book IV, Chapters

xi, xii, and xxv; Book V, Chapter I, etc., written between 208-210, and the so-called Excerpta ex Theodoto
perhaps from the same hand.

á St. Hippolytus of Rome, Philosophumena, Book VII, written about 225.
á Pseudo-Tertullian, Against All Heresies, a little treatise usually attached to Tertullian's De Praescriptionibus, but

really by another hand, perhaps by Victorinus of Pettau, written about 240 and based upon a non-extant
"Compendium" of St. Hippolytus.

á St. Epiphanius of Salamis, Panarion, Book I, Sect xxiv.
á Theodoret of Cyrus, Compendium of Heretical Accounts, Book I, Chapter iv.

Writings of Basilides
Nearly everything Basilides wrote has been lost, but the names of three of his works and fragments are available in
the present day.
á Fragments of the Exegetica are available from St. Clement of Alexandria in his Stromata, Book IV, Chapter 12,

and from Archelaus in his Acts of the Disputation with Manes, Chapter 55, and probably also from Origen in his
Commentary on Romans V, Book I.

á Origen states that "Basilides had even the audacity to write a Gospel according to Basilides"[9] , and both St.
Jerome[10] and St. Ambrose[11] repeat Origen. Yet no trace of a Gospel by Basilides exists elsewhere; and it is
possible either that Origen misunderstood the nature of the Exegetica, or that the Gospel was known under
another name[12] .

á Origen in a note on Job, xxi, 1 sqq., speaks of "Odes" of Basilides.
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Other Works
Some fragments are known through the work of Clement of Alexandria:
á The Octet of Subsistent Entities (Fragment A)
á The Uniqueness of the World (Fragment B)
á Election Naturally Entails Faith and Virtue (Fragment C)
á The State of Virtue (Fragment D)
á The Elect Transcend the World (Fragment E)
á Reincarnation (Fragment F)
á Human Suffering and the Goodness of Providence (Fragment G)
á Forgivable Sins (Fragment H)
A book called Acts of the Disputation with Manes, which was written during the close of the 3rd century or later,
speaks about the Basilidean origins of Manichaeism.

Artifacts
á Artistic remains of Gnosticism such as Abrasax gems, and literary remains like the Pistis Sophia, the latter part of

which probably dates back to the end of the 2nd century and, though not strictly Basilidian, yet illustrates early
Alexandrian Gnosticism.

Doctrine

Creation
The descriptions of the Basilidian system given by our chief informants, St. Irenaeus (Adversus Haereses) and St.
Hippolytus (Philosophumena), are so strongly divergent that they seem to many quite irreconcilable. According to
Hippolytus, Basilides was apparently a pantheistic evolutionist; and according to Irenaeus, a dualist and an
emanationist.
Historians, such as Philip Shaff, have the opinion that: "Irenaeus described a form of Basilideanism which was not
the original, but a later corruption of the system. On the other hand, Clement of Alexandria surely, and Hippolytus,
in the fuller account of his Philosophumena, probably drew their knowledge of the system directly from Basilides'
own work, the Exegetica, and hence represent the form of doctrine taught by Basilides himself"[13] .

Faith and Election
Basilides believed faith was merely "an assent of the soul to any of the things which do not excite sensation, because
they are not present". He also believed faith was a matter of "nature," not of responsible choice, so that men would
"discover doctrines without demonstration by an intellective apprehension"[14] . Basilides also appears to have
accumulated forms of dignity in accordance with ones' faith[15] .
Because Basilides believed faith was a matter of nature, doubtlessly he pushed election so far as to sever a portion of
mankind from the rest, as alone entitled by Divine decree to receive a higher enlightenment. In this sense it must
have been that he called "the election a stranger to the world, as being by nature supermundane"[16] .

Metempsychosis
Basilides likewise brought in the notion of sin in a past stage of existence suffering its penalty here, "the elect soul"
suffering "honourably through martyrdom, and the soul of another kind being cleansed by an appropriate
punishment." To this doctrine of metempsychosis the Basilidians are likewise said to have referred the language of
the Lord about requital to the third and fourth generations;[17] Origen states that Basilides himself interpreted
Romans££7:9 in this sense,
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The Apostle said, 'I lived without a law once,' that is, before I came into this body, I lived in such a form
of body as was not under a law, that of a beast namely, or a bird.[18]

However, if there be any who suffers without previous sin, it will not be "by the design of an [adverse] power", but
as suffers the babe who appears to have committed no sin. The infant is said to receive a benefit when it is subjected
to suffering, "gaining" many hardships .

Hell
Origen complained that Basilides deprived men of a salutary fear by teaching that transmigrations are the only
punishments after death[19] .

Martyrdom
Because Basilides held to a fatalistic view of metempsychosis, he believed the Christian martyrs were being
punished not for being Christians, but for sins they had committed in the past[20] . This is why Origen says that he
depreciated the martyrs[21] .

Passions
The Basilideans were accustomed to call the passions Appendages, stating that these are certain spirits that
append[22] themselves to rational souls in a certain primitive turmoil and confusion. Then, they imitate the actions of
those they are appended to, and not only acquire the impulses of the irrational animals, but even imitate the
movements and beauties of plants. These Appendages can also have characteristics of habit [derived from stones], as
the hardness of adamant[23] .
It is impossible to determine the precise origin of this singular theory, but it was probably connected with the
doctrine of metempsychosis, which seemed to find support in Plato's Timaeus,[24] . St. Clement of Alexandria stated
that the plurality of souls makes the body a Trojan horse.

Practices

Marriage
Reciting the views of different heretics on marriage, Clement[25] gives specimens of the teaching of Basilides and his
son Isidore, by way of rebuke to the immorality of the later Basilidians. He first reports the exposition of
Matthew££19:11 (or a similar evangelic passage), in which there is nothing specially to note except the interpretation
of the last class of eunuchs as those who remain in celibacy to avoid the distracting cares of providing a livelihood.
He goes on to the paraphrase of Corinthians£1£7:9, interposing in the midst an illustrative sentence from Isidore, and
transcribes the language used about the class above mentioned.

But suppose a young man either poor or depressed, and in accordance with the word [in the Gospel]
unwilling to marry, let him not separate from his brother; let him say 'I have entered into the holy place,
nothing can befall me'; but if he have a suspicion, let him say, 'Brother, lay thy hand on me, that I may
sin not,' and he shall receive help both to mind and to senses; let him only have the will to carry out
completely what is good, and he shall succeed. But sometimes we say with the lips, 'We will not sin,'
while our thoughts are turned towards sinning: such an one abstains by reason of fear from doing what
he wills, lest the punishment be reckoned to his account. But the estate of mankind has only certain
things at once necessary and natural, clothing being necessary and natural, but sexual intercourse
natural, yet not necessary.[26]
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Epiphany
Although we have no evidence that Basilides, like some others, regarded Jesus's Baptism as the time when a Divine
being first was joined to Jesus of Nazareth, it seems clear that he attached some unusual significance to the event. St.
Hippolytus of Rome implied that Basilides regarded the Baptism as the occasion when Jesus received "the Gospel"
by a Divine illumination[27] .
"They of Basilides," says Clement,[28] "celebrate the day of His Baptism by a preliminary night-service of
[Scripture] readings." The Venice MS. states that the Basilideans celebrated the night before the Epiphany singing
and flute-playing in a heathen temple at Alexandria: so that probably the Basilidian rite was a modification of an old
local custom[29] .

Meat Offered to Idols and Apostasy
Eusebius of Caesarea quotes Agrippa Castor, who said that Basilides: "taught also that the eating of meat offered to
idols and the unguarded renunciation of the faith in times of persecution were matters of indifference"[30] . However,
from St. Clement of Alexandria's Stromata, it appears that Agrippa Castor misunderstood the purpose of Basilides
argument, partly from the actual doctrine and practices of later Basilidians; but it may also have had some
justification in incidental words which have not been preserved. It appears as if Basilides was actually saying that the
eating of meat offered to idols and apostasy weren't condemned for immorality, but were punishments because of
immorality[31] .

Silence
Basilides "in Pythagorean fashion" prescribed a silence of five years to his disciples.[32]

Prophets
Basilides "invented prophets for himself named Barcabbas and Barcoph, and others that had no existence"[33] The
alleged prophecies apparently belonged to the apocryphal Zoroastrian literature popular with various Gnostics.

Traditions of Matthias

According to Basilides and Isidore, Matthias spoke to them mystical doctrines which he heard in private teaching
from the Saviour[34] [35] . Origen also[36] and after him Eusebius refer to a "Gospel" of or according to Matthias.[37]

The true name was apparently the Traditions of Matthias.[38]

Acts of the Disputation with Manes
The writer of Acts held Basilides responsible for dualism, yet his language on this point is loose, as if he were not
sure of his ground; and the quotation which he gives by no means bears him out. It is quite conceivable that his
understanding of Basilides came from the dualistic Basilidians of his day, who have given a wrong interpretation to
genuine words of their master.[39] Indeed the description of evil as a supervenient nature without root, reads almost
as if it were directed against Persian doctrine, and may be fairly interpreted by Basilides's comparison of pain and
fear to the rust of iron as natural accidents.
The identity of the Basilides of the Acts with the Alexandrian has been denied by Gieseler with some show of 
reason. It is at least strange that our Basilides should be described simply as a "preacher among the Persians," a 
character in which he is otherwise unknown; and all the more since he has been previously mentioned with Marcion 
and Valentinus as a heretic of familiar name.[40] On the other hand, it has been justly urged that the two passages are 
addressed to different persons. The correspondence is likewise remarkable between the "treatises" in at least thirteen 
books, with an interpretation of a parable among their contents, and the "twenty-four books on the Gospel" 
mentioned by Agrippa Castor, called Exegetica by Clement. Thus the evidence for the identity of the two writers
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may on the whole be treated as preponderating. But the ambiguity of interpretation remains; and it would be
impossible to rank Basilides confidently among dualists, even if the passage in the Acts stood alone: much more to
use it as a standard by which to force a dualistic interpretation upon other clearer statements of his doctrine.

Isidorus
Hippolytus[41] couples with Basilides "his true child and disciple" Isidore. He is there referring to the use which they
made of the Traditions of Matthias; but in the next sentence he treats them as jointly responsible for the doctrines
which he recites. Our only other authority respecting Isidore is Clement (copied by Theodoret), who calls him in like
manner "at once son and disciple" of Basilides.[42]

Expositions of the Prophet Parchor

Isidore's Expositions of the Prophet Parchor taught the higher thoughts of heathen philosophers and mythologers
were derived from Jewish sources. So, by quoting the philosopher Pherecydes, who had probably a peculiar interest
for Isidore as the earliest promulgator of the doctrine of metempsychosis known to tradition[43] , Isidore was proving
his validity as a descendant of the prophets.
Isidore's allegation that Pherecydes followed "the prophecy of Ham" was also used to claim that the apocryphal
Zoroastrian books had quasi-biblical sanctity as proceeding from Zoroaster, a son of Noah; so Isidore gladly
accepted the theory as evidence for his argument.

On an Adherent Soul

In his book On an Adherent Soul, Isidore appears to have argued against his father's teaching on "Appendages".[44]

He insists on the unity of the soul, and maintains that bad men will find "no common excuse" in the violence of the
"appendages" for pleading that their evil acts were involuntary: "our duty is", he says, "by overcoming the inferior
creation within us through the reasoning faculty, to show ourselves to have the mastery."

Ethics

A passage from Isidore's Ethics says: "Abstain, then, from a quarrelsome woman lest you are distracted from the
grace of God. But when you have rejected the fire of the seed, then pray with an undisturbed conscience. And when
your prayer of thanksgiving," he says, "descends to a prayer of request, and your request is not that in future you may
do right, but that you may do no wrong, then marry...."[45]

Its apparent difficulty arises partly from a corrupt reading (which should read ÉÅãéùäö ÄêèåãßÖ ÄöÅêÑ®äÖ, and
ÉÅãéùäö meaning "have recourse to"); partly from the assumption that the following words àãêÅ ±á ®.ã.ç. are
likewise by Isidore, whereas the sense shows them to be a continuation of the exposition of Basilides himself.

Legacy
Gnosticism was throughout eclectic, and Basilides superadded an eclecticism of his own. Antecedent Gnosticism,
Greek philosophy, and the Christian faith and Scriptures all exercised a powerful and immediate influence over his
mind. It is evident at a glance that his system is far removed from any known form of Syrian or original Gnosticism.
Like that of Valentinus, it has been remoulded in a Greek spirit, but much more completely.
Ancient writers usually name Basilides before Valentinus; but there is little doubt that they were at least
approximately contemporaries, and it is not unlikely that Valentinus was best known personally from his sojourn at
Rome, which was probably[46] the last of the recorded stages of his life. There is at all events no serious
chronological difficulty in supposing that the Valentinian system was the starting-point from which Basilides
proceeded to construct by contrast his own theory, and this is the view which a comparison of doctrines suggests.
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In no point, unless it be the retention of the widely spread term archon, is Basilides nearer than Valentinus to the
older Gnosticism, while several leading Gnostic forms or ideas which he discards or even repudiates are held fast by
Valentinus. Such are descent from above,[47] putting forth or pullulation, syzygies of male and female powers, and
the deposition of faith to a lower level than knowledge. Further, the unique name given by Basilides to the Holy
Spirit, "the Limitary (èåõ¿úÑäÅ) Spirit," together with the place assigned to it, can hardly be anything else than a
transformation of the strange Valentinian "Limit"[48] .
The same softening of oppositions which retain much of their force even with Valentinus shows itself in other
instances, as of matter and spirit, creation and redemption, the Jewish age and the Christian age, the earthly and the
heavenly elements in the Person of Jesus. The strongest impulse in this direction probably came from Christian
ideas.
An antecedent matter was expressly repudiated, the words of Genesis££1:3 eagerly appropriated, and a Divine counsel
represented as foreordaining all future growths and processes; yet the chaotic nullity out of which the developed
universe was to spring was attributed with equal boldness to its Maker: Creator and creation were not confused, but
they melted away in the distance together. Nature was accepted not only as prescribing the conditions of the lower
life, but as practically the supreme and permanent arbiter of destiny. Thus though faith regained its rights, it
remained an energy of the understanding, confined to those who had the requisite inborn capacity; while the dealings
of God with man were shut up within the lines of mechanical justice.

Popularity
Basilides had to all appearance no eminent disciple except his own son. Although Basilides is mentioned by all the
Church Fathers as one of the chiefs of Gnosticism, the system of Valentinus seems to have been much more popular
and wider spread, as was also Marcionism.

Influence
20th-century psychoanalyst Carl Jung wrote his Seven Sermons to the Dead and attributed them to Basilides. The
Argentine writer Jorge Luis Borges was interested in Irenaeus' account of Basilides' Gnostic doctrine and wrote an
essay on the subject: "A Vindication of the False Basilides" (1932). Basilides' Gnostic Gospel is one of the books
mentioned in Borges's short story "The Library of Babel" (1941). Basilides also appears in Borges' "Three Versions
of Judas" (1944), which opens with the striking passage: "In Asia Minor or in Alexandria, in the second century of
our faith, when Basilides published that the Cosmos was a reckless or evil improvisation by deficient angels..."

Notes
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[8] Mead, G.R.S. (1900). "The Basilidian Gnosis" (http:/ / www. gnosis. org/ library/ grs-mead/ fragments_faith_forgotten/ fff40. htm).

Fragments of Faith Forgotten. p.£253 f. .

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Valentinianism%23Horos
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Psychoanalysis
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Seven_Sermons_to_the_Dead
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jorge_Luis_Borges
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Asia_Minor
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Angel
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/02107.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/02107.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Valentinus_%28Gnostic%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Marcion
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Carpocrates
http://www.gnosis.org/library/grs-mead/fragments_faith_forgotten/fff40.htm


Basilides 105

[9] Origen, Homilies on Luke 1.1.
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[39] Cf. Uhlhorn, 52 f.
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Sethianism
The Sethians were a group of ancient Gnostics who date their existence to before Christianity.[1] Their influence
spread throughout the Mediterranean into the later systems of the Basilideans and the Valentinians. Their thinking,
though it is predominantly Judaic in foundation, is arguably strongly influenced by Platonism. Sethians are so called
for their veneration of the biblical Seth, third son of Adam and Eve, who is depicted in their myths of creation as a
divine incarnation; consequently, the offspring or 'posterity' of Seth are held to comprise a superior elect within
human society.

Sethian texts
Non-Christian texts
á The Apocalypse of Adam
Christian texts
á The Apocryphon of John
á The Thought of Norea
á The Trimorphic Protennoia
á The Coptic Gospel of the Egyptians
á The Gospel of Judas
Later texts (arguably with a Platonist influence)
á Zostrianos
á Three Steles of Seth
á Marsenes
á Allogenes

The Sethian or 'Classic' gnostic myth
Commonly, the Sethian cosmogonic myth describes an intended prologue to the events of Genesis and the rest of the
Pentateuch, which by its emendation brings about a radical reinterpretation of the typical orthodox Jewish
conception of creation, and the divine's relation to reality. This myth is typically presupposed by Sethian
manuscripts, and occasionally by those of later schools. Many of their concepts derived from a fusion of Hellenic
philosophy, Platonic (c. 427Åc. 347 BC), and later, Neoplatonic (ca. 253 AD) concepts with the Old Testament. This
was also done by Hebrew scholar Philo (20 BC - 40 AD), who had engaged in a similar fusion.
The Sethian cosmogony was most famously contained in the Apocryphon of John, which describes an unknown
God, the same as Paul had done in the Acts of the Apostles 17:23. The latter conception defines God through a series
of explicit positive statements called cataphatic theology, themselves universal but in the divine taken to their
superlative degrees: as well as being explicitly male, he is omniscient and omnipotent. The Sethian conception of
God is, by contrast, defined through negative theology exclusively: he is immovable, invisible, intangible, ineffable.
This Apophatic Theology (Negative theology) mode of thinking about God is found throughout Gnosticism,
Vedantic Hinduism, Platonic and Aristotelean theology, and Eastern Orthodox theology as well. It may be seen in
some Judaic sources.
Sethianism posits a transcendent hidden invisible God that is beyond ordinary description, much as Plato (see
Parmenides) and Philo had also stated earlier in history. It is only possible to say what God isn't, and the experience
of it remains something, again, in defiance of rational description.
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The emanation of the spiritual universe
This original God went through a series of emanations, during which its essence is seen as spontaneously expanding
into many successive 'generations' of paired male and female beings, called 'aeons'. The first of these is Barbelo, a
figure common throughout Sethianism, who is coactor in the emanations that follow. The aeons that result can be
seen as representative of the various attributes of God, themselves indiscernible when not abstracted from their
origin. In this sense, Barbelo and the emanations may be seen as poetic devices allowing an otherwise utterly
unknowable God to be discussed in a meaningful way amongst initiates. Collectively, God and the aeons comprise
the sum total of the spiritual universe, known as the Pleroma.
At this point the myth is still only dealing with a spiritual, non-material universe. In some versions of the myth, the
Spiritual Aeon Sophia imitates God's actions in performing an emanation of her own, without the prior approval of
the other aeons in the Pleroma. This results in a crisis within the Pleroma, leading to the appearance of the
Yaldabaoth, a 'serpent with a lion's head'. This figure is commonly known as the demiurge, after the figure in Plato's
Timaeus. (Gr. ±íèÑäöúÄ¿Ö dímiourgës, Latinized demiurgus, meaning "artisan" or "craftsman", lit. "public or skilled
worker", from ±ìèÑäÖ demios (belonging to the public) + éúÄäÅ ergon (work).)[2] This being is at first hidden by
Sophia but subsequently escapes, stealing a portion of divine power from her in the process.

The creation of matter
Using this stolen power, Yaldabaoth creates a material world in imitation of the divine Pleroma. To complete this
task, he spawns a group of entities known collectively as Archons, 'petty rulers' and craftsmen of the physical world.
Like him, they are commonly depicted as theriomorphic, having the heads of animals. Some texts explicitly identify
the Archons with the fallen angels described in the Enoch tradition in Judaic apocrypha. At this point the events of
the Sethian narrative begin to cohere with the events of Genesis, with the demiurge and his archontic cohorts
fulfilling the role of the creator. As in Genesis, the demiurge declares himself to be the only god, and that none exist
superior to him; however, the audience's knowledge of what has gone before casts this statement, and the nature of
the creator itself, in a radically different light.
The demiurge creates Adam, during the process unwittingly transferring the portion of power stolen from Sophia
into the first physical human body. He then creates Eve from Adam's rib, in an attempt to isolate and regain the
power he has lost. By way of this he attempts to rape Eve who now contains Sophia's divine power; several texts
depict him as failing when Sophia's spirit transplants itself into the Tree of Knowledge; thereafter, the pair are
'tempted' by the serpent, and eat of the forbidden fruit, thereby once more regaining the power that the demiurge had
stolen.
As is evident, the addition of the prologue radically alters the significance of events in Eden; rather than emphasizing
a fall of human weakness in breaking God's command, Sethians (and their inheritors) emphasize a crisis of the
Divine Fullness as it encounters the ignorance of matter, as depicted in stories about Sophia. Adam and Eve's
removal from the Archon's paradise is seen as a step towards freedom from the Archons, and the serpent in the
Garden of Eden in some cases becomes a heroic, salvific figure rather than an adversary of humanity or a
'proto-Satan'. Eating the fruit of Knowledge is the first act of human salvation from cruel, oppressive powers.
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Modern use
The classical Sethian doctrine of the 1st and 2nd centuries has exerted a pervasive inspirational influence upon
certain contemporary mystics and esotericists. The British-German group the Knights of Seth were inspired by them.

In popular culture
A group of sailors belonging to a Sethian religious group in early nineteenth century Britain appears as characters in
several of the Aubrey-Maturin series of novels by Patrick O'Brian.
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Saint Thomas Christians
This article addresses the Saint Thomas Christians and the various churches and denominations that form the
Nasrani people. The Saint Thomas Christians also known as Syrian Malabar Nasrani are an ancient body of
Christians in the southwestern state of India who trace their origins to the evangelical activity of Thomas the Apostle
in the 1st century.During the Portuguese period between 1498 to 1660 a strong Catholic community was founded by
the settled Portuguese soldiers.The earlier followers of Nestorianism merged with the Portuguese Catholic
community after the Udayamperoor Sunnahdose or Synod of Diamper in 1599. After the departure of Portuguese at
1660s some of the Keralas Catholics who still accepted the Papal authority formed the Syro-Malabar sect in
1662.The rest joined a completely new sect called the Oriental Orthodoxy and Syriac Orthodox Church under the
Patriarch of Antioch,Greece at 1665. This Syriac Orthodox Church was called Jacobite Syrian Christian Church
further divided to form various Syriac Churches of Kerala. Before the Porutuguese arrival in 1498 only Nestorianism
otherwise called Church of the East existed in Kerala. At present they are divided into four major groups
Syro-Malabar Catholic Church, Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church and
Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church. They are considered the oldest Christians in the world after the Assyrians.
For the first fifteen centuries they had their own leaders to whom they were obedient and who were well respected 
by both the people and the rulers of the country.However ancient Tamil literature of Kerala such as Sangam 
literature never mentioned Christianity in ancient Tamilakam (Tamil Nadu and Kerala).Christianity was not known 
religeon to ancient Tamils. In AD 190, Pantaenus from Alexandria visited these Christians.[1] In AD 522, Cosmas 
Indicopleustes (called the Alexandrian) visited the Malabar Coast. He is the first traveller who mentions Persian 
Christians in Taprobane(Sri Lanka), in his book Christian Topography. Though Cosmos mentioned Male where 
pepper grows(Malabar Coast)in his book Christian Topography [2] and its five marts called Parti,
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Mangarouth,Salopatana, Nalopatana, Poudopatana he did not mention Christians in Malabar Coast.[3] This shows
that till the 6th century these Christians had been in close contact with Alexandria.
It is believed that in AD 345 Christians from Edessa arrived under the leadership of Thomas of Cana,[4] and in 825
another group joined them. They had their own bishops visiting them from Persia. Though the Saint Thomas
Christians welcomed them, these bishops had not made any effort to subjugate them. Though Western scholors claim
that Persian Christians existed in ancient Kerala Silappatikaram written by Chera prince Ilango Adigal a Jain
monk,stationed at his palace Kana Vayil Kottam (Cochin) while giving Graphic descriptions of Hinduism, Jainism
and Buddhism never mentioned Christianity.
Thomas Christians were greatly affected by the arrival of the Portuguese in 1498. The Portuguese attempted to bring
the community under the auspices of Latin Rite Catholicism by force, resulting in permanent rifts in the
community.[5]

Churches within Saint Thomas Christian tradition
á Assyrian Church of the East

á the Chaldean Syrian Church (East Syrian Rite)
á Eastern Catholic Churches:

á the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church (East Syrian Rite)
á the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church (West Syrian Rite)

á Oriental Orthodox:
á the Indian (Malankara) Orthodox Church (West Syrian Rite)
á the Jacobite Syrian Christian Church (West Syrian Rite)

á Independent:
á the Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church (West Syrian Rite)
á the Malabar Independent Syrian Church (West Syrian Rite)
á the St. Thomas Evangelical Church of India

Their traditions go back to the 1st century Christian thought, and the seven churches established by Thomas the
Apostle during his mission in Malabar.[6] [7] [8] These are at Kodungalloor (Muziris), Paravur, Palayoor,
Kokkamangalam, Niranam, Chayal (Nilackal) and Kollam.

Nazrani people

Classification of Nazrani People Based on Ethnicity

The Nazranis are an ethnic people, and
a single community.[9] As a
community with common cultural
heritage and cultural tradition, they
refer to themselves as Nazranis.[9]

However, based on origin, they can be
classified into Saint Thomas Christians
and Knanaya Christians. Saint Thomas
Christians trace their origin from the
indigenous early Christians converted
by Saint Thomas[9] while Knanaya
Christians are the descendants of
immigrants from West Asia.[10]
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However, from a religious angle, the Saint Thomas Christians of today belong to various denominations as a result
of a series of developments including Portuguese persecution[11] (a landmark split leading to a public Oath known as
Coonen Cross Oath), doctrines and missionary zeal influence (split of Marthoma Church (1845) and St. Thomas
Evangelical Church (1961) ), Patriarch/Catholicos issue ( division of Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church &
Malankara Jacobite Syrian Church (1912) ).
St. Thomas Christian families who claim their descent from ancestors who were baptized by Apostle Thomas are
found all over Kerala.[12] St. Thomas Christians were classified into the caste system according to their professions
with special privileges for trade granted by the benevolent kings who ruled the area. After the 8th century when
Hindu Kingdoms came to sway, Christians were expected to strictly abide by stringent rules pertaining to caste and
religion. This became a matter of survival. This is why St. Thomas Christians had such a strong sense of caste and
tradition, being the oldest order of Christianity in India. The Archdeacon was the head of the Church, and
Palliyogams (Parish Councils) were in charge of temporal affairs. They had a liturgy-centered life with days of
fasting and abstinence. Their devotion to the Mar Thoma tradition was absolute. Their churches were modelled after
Jewish synagogues.[12] ÑThe church is neat and they keep it sweetly. There are mats but no seats. Instead of images,
they have some useful writing from the holy book.Ö[13]

In short, the St. Thomas Christians of Kerala have blended well with the ecclesiastical world of the Eastern Churches
and with the changing socio-cultural environment of their homeland.[12] Thus, the Malabar Church was Hindu in
culture, Christian in religion, and Judeo-Syro-Oriental in terms of origin and worship.[12]

History

Relationship of the Nasrani groups

According to the 1st century annals of
Pliny the Elder and the author of
Periplus of the Erythraean sea, Muziris
in Kerala could be reached in 40 days'
time from the Egyptian coast purely
depending on the South West Monsoon
winds.[14] The Sangam works
Puranaooru and Akananooru have
many lines which speak of the Roman
vessels and the Roman gold that used
to come to the Kerala ports of the great
Chera kings in search of pepper and
other spices, which had enormous
demand in the West.[15]

The lure of spices attracted traders
from the Middle East and Europe to

the many trading ports of Keralaputera (Kerala) Ä Tyndis, (Ponnani ), Muziris, near Kodungallur, Nelcynda
(Niranam), Bacare, Belitha, and Comari (Kanyakumari) long before the time of Christ.[15] [16] Thomas the Apostle in
one of these ships, arrived at Muziris in 52, from EÇzion-geÇber on the Red Sea.[17]

During his stay in Kerala, the apostle baptized the Jews and some of the wise men [18] who adored the Infant
Jesus.[19] The Apostle also preached in other parts of India. He was martyred in 72 at Little Mount, a little distant
from St. Thomas Mount, and was buried at San Thome, near the modern city of Chennai.[20]

The Apostle established seven churches in Malabar at Kodungalloor (Muziris), Paravur, Palayoor, Kokkamangalam,
Niranam, Chayal (Nilackal) and Kollam. The visit of the Apostle Thomas to these places and to Mylapore on the
East coast of India can be read in the Ramban Songs of Thomas Ramban, set into 'moc', 1500.[20]
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Several ancient writers mention India as the scene of ThomasÇ labours. Ephrem the Syrian (300-378) in a hymn
about the relics of Thomas at Edessa depicts Satan exclaiming, ÑThe Apostle whom I killed in India comes to meet
me in Edessa. Gregory Nazianzen,(329-389), in a homily says; ÑWhat! were not the Apostles foreigners? Granting
that Judea was the country of Peter, what had Saul to do with the Gentiles, Luke with Achaia, Andrew with Epirus,
Thomas with India, Mark with Italy?.Ö Ambrose (340-397) writes ÑWhen the Lord Jesus said to the Apostles, go and
teach all nations, even the kingdoms that had been shut off by the barbaric mountains lay open to them as India to
Thomas, as Persia to Mathew.Ö
There are other passages in ancient liturgies and martyrologies which refer to the work of Thomas in India. These
passages indicate that the tradition that Thomas died in India was widespread among the early churches.[21]

The Mar Thoma (Catholic) Church,
Kodungaloor, Kerala, India. Believed to be one of

the seven churches built by St. Thomas.

The St. Thomas (Catholic) Church Palayoor,
Kerala. Believed to be one of the seven churches

said to be built by Thomas.

The St Thomas (Catholic) Church, Kottakkavu,
North Paravur, Kerala. Believed to be one of the

seven churches said to be built by Thomas.

Rough chronology

Following is a rough chronology of events associated with St.Thomas
Christianity.[22]

First century

á 30 The Crucifixion.
á 40 Apostle Thomas in the service of King Gondophares in

Takshasila in Pakistan
á 52 Apostle Thomas, landed at Muziris near Paravur an ancient port

city of Malabar (Kerala).
á 52-72 The Apostle founded 7 churches: Palayoor, Kodungaloor,

Paravur, Kokkamangalam, Niranam, Nilackal (Chayal), Kollam
Five of the churches are preserved even now (see pictures). The
church at Kollam is believed to have been submerged in sea,
possibly following tidal waves, while the actual location of the
church at Chayal has not been identified conclusively. There is
some ambiguity regarding the Thiruvithamcode Arappally
(pictured) as to its actual location and whether it was indeed built by
the Apostle. The church at Palayoor is also, identified wrongly, as
historians conclude, that the original town Palayoor is present day
Arthat.All these churches display Architecture of Portugal.

á 72 Martyrdom of Thomas in the vicinity of Mylapore, South India
by Greeko-Persian King Misdeus as mentioned in Acts of Thomas
[23].

II century

á 190 Pantaenus, the founder of the famous Catechetical School of
Alexandria, visited India and the Nasranies. He found that the local
people were using the Gospel according to the Hebrews, often
attributed to Saint Matthew. He took this Hebrew text back to his
library at the School in Alexandria.[24]
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The St. Mary's (Orthodox) Church, Niranam,
Kerala. Believed to be one of the seven churches

said to be built by Thomas.

The St. Thomas (Catholic) Church
Kokkamangalam, Kerala. Believed to be one of
the seven churches said to be built by Thomas.

Thiruvithamcode Arappally or St. Mary's
Orthodox Church, was said to be founded by

Thomas in 63. Due its relatively small size, it is
known as "Arapally" which means "Semi" or

"Half" Church.

IV century

á 325 Archbishop John, of Persia and Great India, at the first
Ecumenical Council of Nicea.

á 345 First migration from Persia - Thomas of Cana landed at
Cranganore with 72 families.

á 340-360 By the Thazhekad Sasanam written in Pali the language the
canonical language of Buddhists, the Nasranies granted special
rights and privileges.[25]

á 345 [26] Kuravilangad Church (Now Martha Mariiam Catholic
church) built by the first settlers who came from Kodungalloor.

á Arrival of Mar Joseph of Edessa.

VI century

á 510 Udayamperoor (Diamper) church built by St.Thomas Christians
and Knanaya people.

á 522 Cosmas Indicopleustes visited South India.

VIII century

á 774 Emperor Veera Raghava gives copperplate to Iravikorthan

IX century

á 824 Beginning of Kollavarsham (Malayalam Era).First Tharissapalli
sasanam (Copper plate) by Stanu Ravi Gupta Perumaal to
Nazranies.

á 824 from Persia. Mar Sabor and Mar Afroth at Quilon.[27]

á 849 Deed given by King Ayann Adikal Thiruvadikal of Venad, to
Easow-data-veeran (Tharisapalli plates) that grants 72 royal
privileges of the Nazranies in which the the Nasranis signed in three
languages Hebrew Pahlavi and Kufic.[28]

XI century

á 1123 Arakuzha church founded, Now the church is known as St
Mary's Forane Church.

XIII century

á 1225 North Pudukkad church founded.
á 1293 Marco Polo, a Venetian traveler, visited the tomb of St. Thomas (at Mylapore).

XIV century

á 1305 St. Hormis church, Angamaly founded.
á 1325 Enammavu church founded.
á 1328 St. George church, Edappally founded.

XV century
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á 1490 Two Nestorian bishops John and Thomas in Kerala.
á 1494 June 7 Treaty of Tordesillas. Division of the world and mission lands between Spain and Portugal.
á 1498 May 20 Vasco de Gama lands at Kappad near Kozhikode.
á 1499 CabralÇs fleet carried a vicar, eight secular priests, and eight Franciscans to Kozhikode,[29]

á 1499. In Calicut, the friars reputedly converted a Brahman and some leading Nayars.[30]

XVI century

á 1502 November 7 Vasco de Gama's second visit to Cochin.
á 1503 Dominican Priests at Kochi.
á 1503 Mar Yabella, Mar Denaha and Mar Yakoob from Persia in Kerala.
á 1503 September 27 Work commenced on Cochin Fort and the Santa Cruz church .
á 1514 Portuguese Padroado begun.
á 1514 Jewish migration from Kodungalloor to Kochi.
á 1514 June 12 Portuguese Funchal rule over Christians in India.
á 1524 December 24 Vasco de Gama buried at St. Francis Church, Fort Cochin.
á 1534 November 3 Goa Catholic Diocese erected. The Parishes of Kannur, Cochin, Quilon, Colombo and Sao

Tome (Madras) belonged to it.
á 1540 The Franciscan Fr.Vincent De Lagos starts the Cranganore Seminary.
á 1542 May 6 St. Francis Xavier, Apostolic Nuncio in the East, reaches Goa.
á 1544-45 St. Francis Xavier in Travancore.
á 1548 Dominican Monastery founded in Cochin.
á 1549 Mar Abuna Jacob, A Chaldean Bishop, stayed at St. Antonio Monastery, Cochin.
á 1550 First Jesuit House in Kochi.
á 1552 December 3 Death of St. Francis Xavier.
á 1555 Mattancherry Palace was built by Portuguese for the King of Cochin.
á 1557 Pope Paul IV erects the Diocese of Cochin. Canonization process of Francis Xavier begun at Cochin.
á 1565 Archdiocese of Angamaly erected.
á 1567 Jews constructed a temple at Mattancherry[31]

á 1568 Synagogue of White Jews built in Cochin.
á 1577 Vaippicotta Seminary of the Jesuits started.
á 1579 Augustinians reached Cochin.
á 1583 Synod at Angamaly by Bishop Mar Abraham.
á 1597 Bishop Mar Abraham, the last foreign Archbishop, died and was laid to rest at St. Hormis church,

Angamaly.
á 1599 December 20 Fr. Francis Roz was declared bishop of Angamaly.
á 1599 June 20Å26 Archbishop Alexis Menezes convenes the Synod of Diamper (Udayamperoor).

XVII century

á 1600 August 4 Padroado rule imposed on Nazranies.
á 1601 Francis Roz was appointed as the first Latin bishop of the St. Thomas Christians.
á 1609 December 3 Erection of the Diocese of Cranganore. The Archdiocese of Angamaly suppressed.
á 1610 December 22 The Metropolitan of Goa limits the Pastoral Jurisdiction of Nazranies to Malabar.
á 1624 Dominican Seminary at Kaduthuruthy.
á 1626 February 5 Edappally Ashram started for the Religious Community of St. Thomas Christians
á 1652 August 23 Mar Ahatallah in Madras, not allowed to enter Kerala.
á 1653 January 3 Coonan Cross Oath at Mattancherry, Cochin.
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á 1653 May 22 Malankara Mooppen (Elder)Thomas Kathanar, ordained as Mar Thoma I at Alangad by the laying
of hands by 12 priests.

á 1653-1670 Mar Thoma I.
á 1657 Apostolic Commissary Joseph of St. Mary OCD (Sebastiani), a Carmelite, in Malabar.
á 1659 December 3 The Vicariate of Malabar is erected by Pope Alexander VII.
á 1659 December 24 Joseph Sebastini bishop and appointed the Vicar Apostolic of Malabar.
á 1663 January 6 The Dutch conquer Cochin and destroy Catholic churches and institutions in Cochin, except the

Cathedral and the church of St. Francis Assisi.
á 1665 Mar Gregorius Abdul Jaleel, believed to be from Antioch confirms the consecration of Marthoma I.
á 1670-1686 Mar Thoma II.Portuguese start campaigning to bring Nasranis again under Catholicism.
á 1682 Seminary for Syrians at Verapoly.
á 1685 Eldho Mor Baselios of Syrian Orthodox Church arrives at Kothamangalam from Persia.
á 1686 Hortus Malabaricus in 12 volumes printed in 17 years. Mathoma III ordained by Mar Ivanios Hirudyathulla

(from Antioch).
á 1686-1688 Mar Thoma III.
á 1688-1728 Mar Thoma IV.

XVIII century

á 1709 March 13 Vicariate of Malabar is suppressed and the Vicariate of Verapoly is erected by Pope Clement XI.
á 1718-1723 Ollur St. Anthony's Forane Church was established.
á 1728-1765 Mar Thoma V.
á 1765-1808 Mar Thoma VI (Dionysius I)
á 1772 First Malayalam book Sampskhepa Vedartham (Rome) by Clement Pianius.
á 1773 Pope Clement XIV suppresses the Jesuit Order, except in Russia and Prussia.
á 1782 December 16 Kariyattil Joseph elected Archbp. of Cranganore; Consecr. Lisbon 1783; Died Goa on the way

back to Malabar,9th Sept. 1786.
á 1785 Varthamanappusthakam, the first written travelogue in India by Paremakkal Thomma Kathanar.
á 1795 October 20 Conquest of Cochin by the British.

XIX century

á 1808-1809 Mar Thoma VII.
á 1809-1816 Mar Thoma VIII.
á 1816 Mar Thoma IX.
á 1815 March Å The first educational institution in Kerala, Syrian Seminary, opens at Kottayam with Abraham

Malpan, (Syriac), Konattu Varghese Malpan (Syriac) and Kunjan Assan (Sanskrit) as teachers.[32]

á 1816 for 9 months. Mar Thoma X - Pulikkottil Joseph Mar Dionysious I (Dionysious II).
á 1816-1817 Mar Philoxenos II, Kidangan, of Malabar Independent Syrian Church (Thozhiyoor Sabha) as

Malankara Metropolitan.[33]

á 1817-1825 Mar Thoma XI- Punnathra Mar Dionysious (Dionysious III).
á 1818 C.M.S missionaries in Kerala.
á 1825-1852 Mar Thoma XII - Cheppad Philipose Mar Dionysius (Dionysius IV).
á 1838 April 24 Dioceses of Cochin and Crnaganore are annexed to the Vicariate of Verapoly.
á 1838 The Queen of Portugal suppressed all religious Orders in Portugal and in her mission lands.
á 1840 April 10 Kerala Catholics came under the archdiocese of Verapoly.
á 1852-1877 Mar Thoma XIII -Palakunnathu Mathews Mar Athanasius.
á 1861 May 20 Bishop Rocos sent by the Patriarch of Chaldea reaches Kerala.
á 1864-1909. Pulikkottil Joseph Mar Dionysious II (Dionysious V) Malankara Metropolitan, Jacobite Church.
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á 1867 May 7 Property donated by Syrians to the King of Portugal to start a Seminary at Aluva. It was administered
by the Diocese of Cochin.

á 1867 The Portuguese Missionaries start a seminary at Mangalapuzha for Syrian students.
á 1874 Bishop Mar Elias Mellus sent by the Patriarch of Chaldea reaches Kerala - Mellus Schism.
á 1875 June-HH Patriarch of Antioch Peter III arrives in Kerala.
á 1876 June 28Å30 HH Patriarch of Antioch Peter III convenes the Mulanthuruthy Synod. A section of Saint

Thomas Christians came under his jurisdiction[34]

á 1877- 1893 Mar Thoma XIV - Thomas Mar Athanasius Metropolitan, Malankara Marthoma Metropolitan.
á 1886 The Archdiocese of Cranganore is suppressed.
á 1887 May 19 The St. Thomas Christians are totally segregated from the jurisdiction of the Archbishop of

Verapoly and from the Padroado.
á 1893-1910 Mar Thoma XV - Titus I Mar Thoma Metropolitan, Malankara Marthoma Metropolitan.

XX century

1909-1934 St. Geevarghese Mar Dionysius of Vattasseril (Dionysius VI), Malankara Metropolitan, Jacobite Church.
á 1910-1944 Mar Thoma XVI - Titus II Mar Thoma Metropolitan, Malankara Marthoma Metropolitan.
á 1911-1917 H.G. Paulose Mor Koorilose Kochuparambil. Malankara Metropolitan of the Jacobite Syrian

Orthodox Church.)
á 1912-1914 H.H. Moran Mor Baselios Paulose I, Malankara (Indian) Orthodox Catholicos
á 1912 Re-instatement of Persian Orthodox Catholicos of the East in India by HH Abdul Messiah, Patriarch of

Antioch.
á 1917-1953 St. Paulose Mor Athanasius (Valiya Thirumeni, Malankara Metropolitan of the Jacobite Syrian

Orthodox Church.)
á 1923 December 21 Establishment of the Syro-Malabar Hierarchy with Ernakulam as the Metropolitan See,

Archbishop Mar Augustine Kandathil as the Metropolitan and Head of the Church, and Trichur, Changanacherry
and Kottayam as Sufragan Sees.

á 1925-1928 H.H. Moran Mor Baselios Geevarghese I, Malankara (Indian) Orthodox Catholicos.
á 1927 March 19 Fr.Varghese Palakkappillil (Payyappilly) founded the Congregation of the Sisters of the Destitute.
á 1929 October 5 Death of Varghese Palakkappillil.
á 1929-1934 H.H. Moran Mor Baselios Geevarghese II, Malankara (Indian) Orthodox Catholicos.
á 1930 September 20 Syro-Malankara Catholic Church separates from Malankara Syrian Church by accepting Pope

of Rome, under the leadership of Archbishop Mar Ivanios.
á 1932 June 11 The establishment of the Syro-Malankara Hierarchy by Pope Pius XI. Mar Ivanios becomes

Archbishop of Trivandrum, and Mar Theophilus Bishop of Tiruvalla.
á 1934 Malankara Syrian Church accepts new constitution.
á 1934-1964 H.H. Moran Mor Baselios Geevarghese II, Malankara (Indian) Orthodox Catholicose of the East &

Malankara Metropolitan).
á 1944-1947 Mar Thoma XVII - Abraham Mar Thoma Metropolitan, Malankara Marthoma Metropolitan.
á 1947-1976 Mar Thoma XVIII - Juhanon Mar Thoma Metropolitan, Malankara Marthoma Metropolitan.
á 1947 November 2 Bishop Gheevarghese Mar Gregorios of Parumala declared first native Indian saint along with

Catholicos Baselios Eldho.
á 1950 July 18 The Portuguese Padroado over the Diocese of Cochin (from 1557 February 4 till 1950 July 18)

suppressed and the Diocese of Cochin handed over to native clergy.
á 1952 December 28Å31 Jubilee Celebration of St. Thomas and St. Francis Xavier at Ernakulam.
á 1961 January 26 St. Thomas Evangelical Church was inaugurated (Separated from the Mar Thoma Syrian Church

of Malabar)
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á 1964-1975 H.H. Moran Mor Baselios Augen I, Malankara Orthodox Catholicose of the East & Malankara
Metropolitan).

á 1972 Fraction split in Malankara Syrian Church as 'Jacobite fraction' (in favour of full submission to the
Antiochian Patriarch) and 'Orthodox fraction' (in favour of autocephaly).

á 1972 December 27, The 19th Centenary of the Martydom of St. Thomas the Apostle is celebrated at Ernakulam
under the auspices of Orthodox, Catholic, Jacobite, Marthoma and C.S.I. Churches.

á 1973 July 3 The Governor of Kerala and the Cardinal release the St. Thomas Stamp and the T.En.II for sale.
á 1975-1991 H.H. Moran Mor Baselios Mar Thoma Mathews I, Malankara (Indian) Orthodox Catholicose of the

East & Malankara Metropolitan).
á 1975-1996 Aboon Mor Baselios Paulose II, Malankara Syriac Orthodox (Jacobite) Catholicoi and Malankara

Metropolitan
á 1976-1999Mar Thoma XIX - Alexander Mar Thoma Metropolitan, Malankara Marthoma Metropolitan.
á 1986 February 1Å10 Visit of Pope John Paul II to India.
á 1986 February 8 Fr. Chavara Kuriakose Elias and Sr. Alphonsa are proclaimed blessed by Pope John Paul II.

Kuriakose Elias Chavara

á 1991-2005 H.H. Moran Mor Baselios Mar Thoma Mathews II (Catholicose of the
East & Malankara Metropolitan).

á 1999Å2007 Mar Thoma XX - Philipose Mar Chrysostom Mar Thoma Metropolitan,
Malankara Marthoma Metropolitan.

XXI century

á 2002 Aboon Mor Baselios Thomas I enthroned as Malankara Syriac Orthodox
(Jacobite) Catholicoi and Malankara Metropolitan.

á 2005 H.H. Moran Mor Baselios Mar Thoma Didymos I, enthroned as Catholicose of the East & Malankara
Metropolitan.

á 2005 February 10 Pope John Paul II elevated the Archdiocese of Trivandrum to a Major Archdiocese, elevating
the Archbishop to Major Archbishop (called Catholicos by Syro-Malankara Catholics)

á 2007 Mar Thoma XXI - Joseph Mar Thoma Metropolitan enthroned as Malankara Marthoma Metropolitan.
á 2007 December 25 Different fractions were merged in St. Thomas Evangelical Church(Church and Fellowship

fraction)
á 2009 September 6 Varghese Palakkappillil declared Servant of God.
á 2010 November 1 H.H. Moran Mor Baselios Mar Thoma Paulose II, enthroned as Catholicose of the East &

Malankara Metropolitan.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Baselios_Paulose_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alexander_Mar_Thoma
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Saint_Kuriakose.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mar_Thoma_XX
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Philipose_Mar_Chrysostom
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Baselios_Thomas_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Baselios_Mar_Thoma_Didymos_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Catholicose_of_the_East
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Malankara_Metropolitan
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Malankara_Metropolitan
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mar_Thoma_XXI
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Joseph_Mar_Irenaeus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=St._Thomas_Evangelical_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Varghese_Palakkappillil
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Servant_of_God
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Baselios_Mar_Thoma_Paulose_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Catholicose_of_the_East
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Malankara_Metropolitan


Saint Thomas Christians 118

Early history

Icon depicting the Emperor Constantine (centre)
and the bishops of the First Council of Nicaea
(325) holding the NicenoÅConstantinopolitan

Creed of 381.

Doctrine of the Apostles states that, ÑIndia and all its countries . . .
received the ApostleÇs hand of priesthood from Judas ThomasÉ.Ö
From an early period the Church of St. Thomas Christians came in to a
life long relationship with the Church of Persia, which was also
established by Thomas the apostle according to early Christian
writings. The Primate or Metropolitan of Persia consecrated bishops
for the Indian Church, which brought it indirectly under the control of
Seleucia.[35]

The Church of the East traces its origins to the See of
Seleucia-Ctesiphon, said to be founded by Thomas the Apostle. Other
founding figures are Saint Mari and Saint Addai as evidenced in the
Doctrine of Addai and the Holy Qurbana of Addai and Mari. This is
the original Christian church in what was once Parthia: eastern Iraq and
Iran. The See of Seleucia-Ctesiphon developing within the Persian
Empire, at the east of the Christian world, rapidly took a different
course from other Eastern Christians.

The First Council of Nicaea, held in Nicaea in Bithynia (present-day
åznik in Turkey), convoked by the Roman Emperor Constantine I in
325, was the first Ecumenical council of the Christian Church, and
most significantly resulted in the first uniform Christian doctrine, called the Nicene Creed. It is documented that Mar
John, the Bishop of Great India attended the council. The prelate signs himself as ÄJohn the Persian presiding over
the Churches in the whole of Persia and Great India.Å

Some centuries following, the Persian Church suffered severe persecutions. The persecuted Christians and even
Bishops, at least on two occasions, sought an asylum in Malabar.
The Rock crosses of Kerala found at St.Thomas Mount and throughout Malabar coast has inscriptions in Pahlavi and
Syriac. It is dated from to 7th century.

In 825, the arrival of two bishops are documented , Mar Sapor and Mar Prodh. Le Quien says that Ñthese bishops
were Chaldaeans and had come to Quilon soon after its foundation. They were men illustrious for their sanctity, and
their memory was held sacred in the Malabar Church. They constructed many churches and, during their lifetime, the
Christian religion flourished especially in the kingdom of Diamper.
The beginning of Kolla Varsham resulted in the origin of Christianity in Kerala as an individual religion outside
vedic Vaishnavism
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Medieval period
Prior to the Portuguese arrival in India in 1498, the Church of the East's See of Seleucia-Ctesiphon provided
"Prelates" to the Saint Thomas Christians in India. This practise continued even after the arrival of the Portuguese till
the Synod of Diamper (held in Udayamperoor) in 1599.

Open Air Rock Cross also called Nazraney
Sthambams in front of the Martha Mariam
Catholic Church at Kuravilangadu, Kerala

There are many accounts of missionary activities before the arrival of
Portuguese in and around Malabar. John of Monte Corvino was a
Franciscan sent to China to become prelate of Peking about the year
1307. He traveled from Persia and moved down by sea to India in
1291, to the South India region or ÄCountry of St. ThomasÅ .[36]

There he preached for thirteen months and baptized about one hundred
persons. From there Monte Corvino wrote home, in December 1291
(or 1292). That is one of the earliest noteworthy accounts of the
Coromandel coast furnished by any Western European. Traveling by
sea from Mailapur, he reached China in 1294, appearing in the capital
ÑCambaliechÖ (now Beijing)[37]

Odoric of Pordenone arrived in India in 1321. He visited Malabar,
touching at Pandarani (20 m. north of Calicut), at Cranganore, and at
Kulam or Quilon, proceeding thence, apparently, to Ceylon and to the
shrine of St. Thomas at Mailapur, South India. He writes he had found
the place where Thomas was buried.[38]

Father Jordanus, a Dominican, followed in 1321-22. He reported to
Rome, apparently from somewhere on the west coast of India, that he
had given Christian burial to four martyred monks.[36] Jordanus,
between 1324 and 1328 (if not earlier), probably visited Kulam and
selected it as the best centre for his future work; it would also appear
that he revisited Europe about 1328, passing through Persia, and
perhaps touching at the great Crimean port of Soidaia or Sudak. He
was appointed a bishop in 1328 and nominated by Pope John XXII in
his bull Venerabili Fratri Jordano to the see of Columbum or Kulam (Quilon) on 21 August 1329. This diocese was
the first in the whole of the Indies, with juristriction over modern India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Burma,
and Sri Lanka.[39]

Either before going out to Malabar as bishop, or during a later visit to the west, Jordanus probably wrote his
Mirabilia, which from internal evidence can only be fixed within the period 1329-1338; in this work he furnished the
best account of Indian regions, products, climate, manners, customs, fauna and flori given by any European in the
Middle Ages - superior even to Marco Polo's. In his triple division of the Indies, India Major comprises the
shorelands from Malabar to Cochin China; while India Minor stretches from Sindh (or perhaps from Baluchistan) to
Malabar; and India Tertia (evidently dominated by African conceptions in his mind) includes a vast undefined
coast-region west of Baluchistan, reaching into the neighborhood of, but not including, Ethiopia and Prester John's
domain.[39]

In 1347, Giovanni de' Marignolli visited the shrine of St Thomas inSouth India, and then proceeded to what he calls
the kingdom of Saba, and identifies with the Sheba of Scripture, but which seems from various particulars to have
been Java. Taking ship again for Malabar on his way to Europe, he encountered great storms.[40]

Another prominent Indian traveler was Joseph, priest over Cranganore. He journeyed to Babylon in 1490 and then
sailed to Europe and visited Portugal, Rome, and Venice before returning to India. He helped to write a book about
his travels titled The Travels of Joseph the Indian which was widely disseminated across Europe.[36]
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When the Portuguese arrived on the Malabar Coast, the Christian communities that they found there had had
longstanding traditional links with the See of Seleucia-Ctesiphonin Mesopotamia.
During the subsequent period, in 1552, a split occurred within the Assyrian Church of the East forming the Chaldean
Church, the latter entered into communion with Rome. After the split each church had its own patriarch; the
Chaldean Church was headed by the Patriarch Mar Yohannan Sulaqa (1553Å1555). Both claim to be the rightful heir
to the East Syrian tradition. It is very difficult to see the precise influence of this schism on the Church of Malabar as
there was always overtones to Rome in earlier centuries. Apparently, both parties sent bishops to India.
The last East Syrian Metropolitan before the schism, Mar Jacob (1504Å1552), died in 1552. Catholicos Simeon VII
Denkha sent a prelate to India, in the person of Mar Abraham, who was later to be the last Syrian Metropolitan of
Malabar, after having gone over to the Chaldaean side. It is not known when he arrived in Malabar, but he must have
been there already by 1556. Approximately at the same time, Chaldaean Patriarch Abdisho IV (1555Å1567), the
successor of Yohannan Sulaqa (murdered in 1555), sent the brother of John, Mar Joseph, to Malabar as a Chaldaean
bishop; although consecrated in 1555 or 1556, Mar Joseph could not reach India before the end of 1556, nor Malabar
before 1558. He was accompanied by another Chaldaean bishop, Mar Eliah.

Colonialism and St Thomas Christians

Portuguese

The Portuguese erected a Latin diocese in Goa (1534) and another at Cochin (1558) in the hope of bringing the
Thomas Christians under their jurisdiction. In a Goan Synod held in 1585 it was decided to introduce the Latin
liturgy and practices among the Thomas Christians. Aleixo de Menezes, Archbishop of Goa from 1595 until his
death in 1617 decided to bring the Kerala Christians to obedience after the death of Bishop Mar Abraham (the last
Syrian Metropolitan of Malabar, laid to rest at St. Hormis church, Angamaly), an obedience that they conceived as
complete conformity to the Roman or ÜLatinÇ customs. This meant separating the Nasranis not only from the
Catholicosate of Seleucia-Ctesiphon, but also from the Chaldaean Patriarchate of Babylon, and subjecting them
directly to the Latin Archbishopric of Goa.
The Portuguese refused to accept the legitimate authority of the Indian hierarchy and its relation with the East
Syrians, and in 1599 at the Synod of Diamper (held in Udayamperur), the Portuguese Archbishop of Goa imposed a
large number of Latinizations. The Portuguese succeeded in appointing a Latin bishop to govern the Thomas
Christians, and the local ChristiansÇ customs were officially anathematised as heretical and their manuscripts were
condemned to be either corrected or burnt. The Portuguese padroado (ÇpatronageÇ) was extended over them. From
1599 up to 1896 these Christians were under the Latin Bishops who were appointed either by the Portuguese
Padroado or by the Roman Congregation of Propaganda Fide. Every attempt to resist the latinization process was
branded heretical by them. Under the indigenous leader, archdeacon, the Thomas Christians resisted, but the result
was disastrous.
The oppressive rule of the Portuguese padroado provoked a violent reaction on the part of the indigenous Christian
community. The first solemn protest took place in 1653, known as the Koonan Kurishu Satyam (Coonan Cross
Oath). Under the leadership of Archdeacon Thomas, a part of the Thomas Christians publicly took an oath in
Matancherry, Cochin, that they would not obey the Portuguese bishops and the Jesuit missionaries. In the same year,
in Alangad, Archdeacon Thomas was ordained, by the laying on of hands of twelve priests, as the first known
indigenous Metropolitan of Kerala, under the name Mar Thoma I.
After the Coonan Cross Oath, between 1661 and 1662, out of the 116 churches, the Catholics claimed eighty-four 
churches, and the Archdeacon Mar Thoma I with thirty-two churches. The eighty-four churches and their 
congregations were the body from which the Syro Malabar Catholic Church have descended. The other thirty-two 
churches and their congregations were the body from which the Syriac Orthodox (Jacobites & Orthodox), Thozhiyur 
(1772), Mar Thoma (Reformed Syrians) (1874), Syro Malankra Catholic Church have originated.[41] In 1665, Mar

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Malabar
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=List_of_Patriarchs_of_the_Church_of_the_East
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Assyrian_Church_of_the_East
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chaldean_Catholic_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chaldean_Catholic_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Shimun_VIII_Yohannan_Sulaqa
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Malabar
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Simeon_VII_Denkha
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Simeon_VII_Denkha
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Abdisho_IV
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Latin
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Goa
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cochin
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aleixo_de_Menezes
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Goa
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nasrani
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Synod_of_Diamper
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Udayamperoor
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Propaganda_Fide
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Coonan_Cross_Oath
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Coonan_Cross_Oath
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jesuit
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mar_Thoma_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Coonan_Cross_Oath
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mar_Thoma_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Syro_Malabar_Catholic_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mar_Gregorios_Abdul_Jaleel


Saint Thomas Christians 121

Gregorios Abdul Jaleel, a Bishop sent by the Syriac Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch arrived in India.[42] [43] This visit
resulted in the Mar Thoma party claiming spiritual authority of the Antiochean Patriarchate and gradually introduced
the West Syrian liturgy, customs and script to the Malabar Coast.
The arrival of Mar Gregorios in 1665 marked the beginning of the association with the West Syrian Church.Those
who accepted the West Syrian theological and liturgical tradition of Mar Gregorios became known as Jacobites.
Those who continued with East Syrian theological and liturgical tradition and stayed faithful to the Synod of
Diamper are known as the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church in communion with the Catholic Church. They got their
own Syro-Malabar Hierarchy on 21 December 1923 with the Metropolitan Mar Augustine Kandathil as the Head of
their Church.[44]

St. Thomas Christians by this process got divided into East Syrians and West Syrians.

Further divisions

St. Joseph's Monastery, Mannanam,where mortal remains
Blessed Chavara are kept. St. Thomas cross is seen in the

picture on the top of church.

In 1772 the West Syrians under the leadership of
Kattumangattu Abraham Mar Koorilose, Metropolitan of
Malankara, formed the Malabar Independent Syrian Church
(Thozhiyur Sabha).[42]

In 1876, those who did not accept the authority of the
Patriarch of Antioch remained with Thomas Mar Athanasious
and chose the name Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church.
They removed a number practices introduced at The Synod of
Diamper to the liturgy, practices and observances. In 1961,
there was a split in this group with the formation of St.
Thomas Evangelical Church.

In 1874 a section of Syro-Malabar Catholic Church from
Thrissur came in to communion with Patriarch of the Church
of the East in Qochanis as a result of schism followed after the

arrival of Bishop Rocos ( 1861 ) Mar Elias Melus ( 1874) sent by the Patriarch of Chaldean. They follow the East
Syrian tradition and are known as Chaldean Syrian Church.

However, in 1912 due to attempts by the Antiochean Patriarch to gain temporal powers over the Malankara Church,
there was another split in the West Syrian community when a section declared itself an autocephalous church and
announced the re-establishment of the ancient Catholicosate of the East in India. This was not accepted by those who
remained loyal to the Patriarch. The two sides were reconciled in 1958 but again differences developed in 1975.
Today the West Syrian community is divided into Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church (in Oriental Orthodox
Communion, autocephalous), Jacobite Syriac Orthodox Church (in Oriental Orthodox Communion, under Antioch).
In 1926 a section of West Syrians under the leadership of Mar Ivanios came into communion with the Catholic
Church, retaining all of the ChurchÇs rites, Liturgy, and autonomy. They are known as Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church.
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St. Thomas Christian Groups

 East Syriac  West Syriac (Antiochian) 

Assyrian
Church

Catholic Communion Independent Independent Oriental Orthodox Communion

Chaldean
Syrian
Church

Syro-Malabar
Catholic Church

Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church

Malankara Mar
Thoma Syrian Church
(Mar Thoma Church)

Malabar Independent
Syrian Church
(Thozhiyoor Church)

Malankara Orthodox
Syrian Church
(Indian Orthodox
Church)

Malankara Jacobite
Syrian Church
(Syriac Orthodox
Church)

Nasrani religious jurisdictions
(in alphabetical order by Communion)
á Eastern Catholic Churches

á Syro-Malabar Catholic Church
á Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

á Oriental Orthodox Communion
á Malankara Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church
á Indian Orthodox Church

á Oriental Orthodox in Tradition but not in communion with the Oriental Orthodox Communion
á Malabar Independent Syrian Church(Thozhiyur Sabha)

á Reformed Oriental Church (west Syrian Rite)
á Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church

Demography
On a rough reckoning, about 70% to 75% of the Christians in Kerala belong to the St. Thomas Christianity spread
across different denominations, including the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church, the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church,
the Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church, the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church, the Marthoma Syrian Church, the
Chaldean Syrian Church and the Malabar Independent Syrian Church.
India's official census data [45] places the total Christian population in Kerala at 6.06 million in the year 2001.
Accordingly, the population of St Thomas Christians in Kerala (who form 70%-75% of the total Christian population
in the State as suggested above) may be in the region of 4.2 to 4.5 million. Since 1950's a sizeable population of St
Thomas Christians have settled in Malabar region of Kerala following the Malabar Migration. A large number are
working or settled outside the State in cities like Mumbai, as well as outside India in West Asia, Europe, North
America and Australia.

Historical references to St. Thomas
There are early Christian writings about Thomas' mission.[46]

á The Acts of Judas Thomas : Century: 2nd/3rd (c. 180-230)[47]

Gist of Testimony : The Apostles cast lots as to where they should go, and to Thomas, twin brother of Jesus, fell
India, which then meant the area around the Indus River, which is Pakistan today. Thomas was taken to king
Gondophares as an architect and carpenter by Habban. The journey to India is described in detail.After a long
residence in the court he ordained leaders for the Church, and left in a chariot for the kingdom of Mazdei. There,
after performing many miracles, he dies a martyr.
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á 'Clement of Alexandria- Century: 3rd (d.c. 235) Church represented: Alexandrian/Greek Biographical Note :
Greek Theologian, b. Athens, 150.[46]

Gist of Testimony : Clement makes a passing reference to St. ThomasÇ Apostolate in Parthia. This disagrees with
the testimony which Eusebius records about Pantaenus visit to India, far away from Parthia.[46]

á Doctrine of the Apostles-Century: 3rd Century, Church represented: Syrian[48]

Gist of testimony : ÑAfter the death of the Apostles there were Guides and Rulers in the ChurchesÉ..They again at
their deaths also committed and delivered to their disciples after them everything which they had received from the
Apostles;É(also what) Judas Thomas (had written) from IndiaÖ(Pakistan).
ÑIndia and all its own countries, and those bordering on it, even to the farther sea, received the ApostleÇs hand of
Priesthood from Judas Thomas, who was Guide and Ruler in the Church which he built and ministered thereÖ. In
what follows Ñthe whole Persia of the Assyrians and Medes, and of the countries round about BabylonÉ. even to the
borders of the Indians and even to the country of Gog and MagogÖ are said to have received the ApostlesÇ Hand of
Priesthood from Aggaeus the disciple of Addaeus[49]

á 'Origen Century : 3rd (185-254?) quoted in Eusebius,Church represented: Alexandrian/ Greek Biographical.
Christian Philosopher, b-Egypt, Origen taught with great acclaim in Alexandria and then in Caesarea.[50]

Gist of Testimony : He is the first known writer to record the casting of lots£ by the Apostles. Origen original work
has been lost; but his statement about Parthia falling to Thomas has been preserved by Eusebius. ÑOrigen, in the third
chapter of his Commentary on Genesis, says that, according to tradition, ThomasÇs allotted field of labour was
ParthiaÖ.[51]

á 'Eusebius of Caesarea Century : 4th (died 340) Church Represented: Alexandrian/Greek Biographical[52]

Gist of Testimony : Quoting Origen, Eusebius says: ÑWhen the holy Apostles and disciples of our Saviour were
scattered over all the world, Thomas, so the tradition has it, obtained as his portion ParthiaÉ.Ö[53]

á 'Ephrem Century : 4th Church Represented: Syrian Biographical[54]

Gist of Testimony : Many devotional hymns composed by St. Ephraem, bear witness to the Edessan ChurchÇs strong
conviction concerning St. ThomasÇs Indian Apostolate. There the devil speaks of St. Thomas as Ñthe Apostle I slew
in IndiaÖ. Also ÑThe merchant brought the bonesÖ to Edessa.
In another hymn apostrophising St. Thomas we read of ÑThe bones the merchant hath broughtÖ. ÑIn his several
journeyings to India, And thence on his return, All riches, which there he found, Dirt in his eyes he did repute when
to thy sacred bones comparedÖ. In yet another hymn Ephrem speaks of the mission of Thomas ÑThe earth darkened
with sacrificesÇ fumes to illuminateÖ. ÑA land of people dark fell to thy lotÖ, Ña tainted land Thomas has purifiedÖ;
ÑIndiaÇs dark nightÖ was Ñflooded with lightÖ by Thomas.[55]

á 'Gregory of Nazianzus Century : 4th (died 389) Church Represented: Alexandrian/Greek Biographical Note :
Gregory was born A. D. 330, consecrated bishop by his friend St. Basil in 372 his father, the Bishop of Nazianzus
induced him to share his charge. In 379 the people of Constantinople called him to be their bishop. By the Greeks
he is emphatically called Ñthe theologianÇ.[56]

Gist of Testimony : ÑWhat? were not the Apostles strangers amidst the many nations and countries over which they
spread themselves?ÉPeter indeed may have belonged to Judea; but what had Paul in common with the gentiles,
Luke with Achaia, Andrew with Epirus, John with Ephesus, Thomas with India, Mark with Italy?Ö[57]

á Ambrose of Milan Century : 4th (died 397) Church Represented: Western Biographical Note : St. Ambrose was
thoroughly acquainted with the Greek and Latin Classics, and had a good deal of information on India and
Indians. He speaks of the Gymnosophists of India, the Indian Ocean, the river Ganges etc. a number of times.[58]

Gist of Testimony : ÑThis admitted of the Apostles being sent without delay according to the saying of our Lord
JesusÉ Even those Kingdoms which were shut out by rugged mountains became accessible to them, as India to
Thomas, Persia to Mathew..Ö[59]
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á 'St. Jerome (342- 420)
St. Jerome testimony : ÑHe (Christ) dwelt in all places: with Thomas in India, Peter at Rome, with Paul in Illyricum.Ö
[46]

á St. Gaudentius ( Bishop of Brescia, before 427)

St. Gaudentius testimony : ÑJohn at Sebastena, Thomas among the Indians, Andrew and Luke at the city of Patras are
found to have closed their careers.Ö [46]

á Paulinus of Nola (died 431)

Paulinus of Nola testimony :ÑParthia receives Mathew, India Thomas, Libya Thaddeus, and Phrygia PhilipÖ.[46]

á Gregory of Tours (died 594)

Gregory of Tours testimony : ÑThomas the Apostle, according to the narrative of his martyrdom is stated to have
suffered in India. His holy remains (corpus), after a long interval of time, were removed to the city of Edessa in Syria
and there interred. In that part of India where they first rested, stand a monastery and a church of striking
dimensions, elaborately adorned and designed. This Theodore, who had been to the place, narrated to us.Ç[46]

á St. Isidore of Seville in Spain (d. c. 630)

St. Isidore of Seville testimony : ÑThis Thomas preached the Gospel of Christ to the Parthians, the Medes, the
Persians, the Hyrcanians and the Bactrians, and to the Indians of the Oriental region and penetrating the innermost
regions and sealing his preaching by his passion he died transfixed with a lance at Calamina,a city of India, and there
was buried with honourÖ.[46]

á St. Bede the Venerable (c. 673-735)

St. Bede testimony : ÑPeter receives Rome, Andrew Achaia; James Spain; Thomas India; John Asia" [46]
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Valentinianism
Valentinianism is a Gnostic movement that was founded by Valentinus in the second century AD. Valentinianism
was one of the major Gnostic movements. Its influence was extremely widespread, not just within Rome, but also
from Egypt through Asia Minor and Syria in the east, and Northwest Africa.[1]

Later in the movementÇs history it broke into two schools, an Eastern school and a Western school. Disciples of
Valentinus continued to be active into the 4th century AD, after the Roman Empire was declared to be Christian.[2]

Valentinus and the Gnostic movement that bore his name were considered threats to Christianity by church leaders
and Christian scholars, not only because of their influence, but also because of their doctrine, practices and beliefs.
Gnostics were condemned as heretics, and prominent Church fathers such as Irenaeus of Lyons and Hippolytus of
Rome wrote against Gnosticism. Most evidence for the Valentinian theory comes from its critics and detractors,
most notably Irenaeus, since he was especially concerned with refuting Valentinianism.[3]

History
Valentinus was born in approximately 100 AD and died in Alexandria in approximately AD 180.[4] According to
Epiphanius of Salamis, a Christian scholar, he was born in Egypt and schooled in Alexandria. Clement of
Alexandria, another Christian scholar and teacher, reports that Valentinus was taught by Theudas, a disciple of the
apostle Paul.[5] It is reputed that he was an extremely eloquent man who possessed a great deal of charisma and had
an innate ability to attract people.[6] He went to Rome some time between AD 136 and 140, in the time of Pope
Hyginus, and had risen to the peak of his teaching career between AD 150 and 155, during the time of Pius.[7]

Valentinus is said to have been a very successful teacher, and for some time in the mid-2nd century he was even a
prominent and well-respected member of the Catholic community in Rome. At one point during his career he had
even hoped to attain the office of bishop, and apparently it was after he was passed over for the position that he
broke from the Catholic Church.[5] Valentinus was said to have been a prolific writer, however the only surviving
remains of his work come from quotes that have been transmitted by Clement of Alexandria, Hippolytus and
Marcellus of Ancyra. Most scholars also believe that Valentinus wrote the Gospel of Truth, one of the Nag Hammadi
texts.[4]

Notable Valentinians included Heracleon, Ptolemy, Florinus, Axionicus and Theodotus.

The Valentinian System
The theology that Irenaeus attributed to Valentinus is extremely complicated and difficult to follow. There is some
skepticism among scholars that the system actually originated with him, and many believe that the system Irenaeus
was reacting against was that of the later Valentinians, and not Valentinus himself.

Synopsis
According to Irenaeus, the Valentinians believed that at the beginning there was a Pleroma, also known as the 
ÜfullnessÇ. At the centre of the Pleroma was the primal Father or Bythos, the beginning of all things who, after ages of 
silence and contemplation, projected thirty Aeons, heavenly archetypes representing fifteen syzygies or sexually 
complementary pairs. Among them was Sophia. SophiaÇs weakness, curiosity and passion lead to her fall from the 
Pleroma and the creation of the world and man, both of which are flawed. Valentinians identified the God of the Old 
Testament as the Demiurge,[8] and was perceived as the imperfect creator of the material world. Man, the highest 
being in this material world, participates in both the spiritual and the material nature, and the work of redemption 
consists in freeing the higher from its servitude to the lower. One needed to recognize the Father, the depth of all 
being, as the true source of divine power in order to achieve gnosis (knowledge).[9] The Valentinians believed that 
the attainment of this knowledge by the human individual had positive consequences within the universal order and
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contributed to restoring that order,[10] and that gnosis, not faith, was the key to salvation. Clement wrote that the
Valentinians regarded Catholic Christians Ñas simple people to whom they attributed faith, while they think that
gnosis is in themselves. Through the excellent seed that is to be found in them, they are by nature redeemed, and
their gnosis is as far removed from faith as the spiritual from the physicalÖ.[11]

Aeons
The superstructure of the celestial system, the celestial world of Aeons, is here developed in the most complicated
way. These Aeons belong to the purely ideal, noumenal, intelligible, or supersensible world; they are immaterial,
they are hypostatic ideas. Together with the source from which they emanate they form the Pleroma. The transition
from the immaterial to the material, from the noumenal to the sensible, is brought about by a flaw, or a passion, or a
sin, in the female Aeon Sophia.

This can immediately be compared to the Tree of Life (Kabbalah), which becomes even more apparent when two
new Aeons, Christ and the Holy Spirit, are added, paralleling Ñthe thirty-two ways of wisdom by which God
produced the universeÖ of the Sefer Yetzirah.[12] Epiphanius alleges that the Valentinians Ñset forth their thirty aeons
in mythologic fashion, thinking that they conformed to the years of JesusÖ.[13]

Of the eight celestial beings of the Ogdoad, four are peculiar to the Valentinian system. The third pair of Aeons,
Logos and Zoe, occur only here, and the place of this pair of Aeons is not firmly established, and occur sometimes
before and sometimes after the fourth pair of Aeons, the Anthropos and the Ekklesia. We cannot be far wrong in
suspecting that Valentinus was influenced by the prologue of the fourth Gospel (we also find the probably Johannine
names Monogenes and Parakletos in the series of Aeons).
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Sophia
In Valentinianism, Sophia always stands absolutely at the center of the system, and in some sense she seems to
represent the supreme female principle.
Sophia is the youngest of the Aeons. Observing the multitude of Aeons and the power of begetting them, she hurries
back into the depth of the Father, and seeks to emulate him by producing offspring without conjugal intercourse, but
only projects an abortion, a formless substance. Upon this she is cast out of Pleroma and into the primal sub-stratum
of matter.[14] In the Valentinian systems, the fall of Sophia appears in double guise. The higher Sophia still remains
within the upper world after creating a disturbance, and after her expiation and repentance; but her premature
offspring, Sophia Achamoth, is removed from the Pleroma, and becomes the heroine of the rest of the drama. This
fallen Sophia becomes a world creative power.

Pl¢rome de Valentin, from Histoire critique du Gnosticisme;
Jacques Matter, 1826, Vol. II, Plate II.

Sophia Achamoth, or ÑLower WisdomÖ, the daughter of
ÑHigher WisdomÖ, becomes the mother of the Demiurge,
identified with the God of the Old Testament.

The Gnostics are children of Sophia; from her the
heavenly seed, the divine spark, descended into this
lower world, subject to the Heimarmene and in the
power of hostile spirits and powers; and all their
sacraments and mysteries, their formulae and symbols,
must be in order to find the way upwards, back to the
highest heaven. This idea that the Gnostics know
themselves to be in a hostile and evil world reacted in
the same direction upon the conception of Sophia. She
became likewise a fallen Aeon, who has sunk down into
the material world and seeks to free herself from it,
receiving her liberation at the hands of a heavenly
Redeemer, exactly like the Gnostics.

The goddess who sinks down into the material may
readily be identified with Ruach (æçè), the Spirit of God,
who broods over Chaos, or even with the later
Chokhmah, who was generally conceived of as a
world-creating agent.

This system was very closely followed by Valentinus,
who may have come to know these doctrines in Egypt.
The theosophist G.R.S. Mead has suggested that the
Egyptian myth of Isis was the original source of the Gnostic Sophia:

For the genesis of Apollo from Isis and Osiris that took place while the Gods were still in the womb of Rhea,
is an enigmatical way of stating that before this [sensible] cosmos became manifest, and Matter was perfected
by Reason (Logos), Nature, proving herself imperfect, of herself brought forth her first birth.

Wherefore also they say that that God was lame in the dark, and call him Elder Horus; for he was not cosmos,
but a sort of image and phantasm of the world which was to be.
ÄPlutarch, On the Worship of Isis and Osiris, LIV, 5-6 [15][16]

Irenaeus characterizes the Gnostics as the pneumatici who have a perfect knowledge of God, and have been initiated
into the mysteries of Achamoth.[17]
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Anthropos
The chief influence at work here seems to have been the Oriental idea of the celestial Primal Man Å of whom the
myth originally relates that he has sunk into matter and then raised himself up from it again Å which appears in its
simple form in individual Gnostic systems, e.g. in Poimandres (in the Corpus Hermeticum) and in Manichaeism.
According to Valentinus,[18] the Anthropos (i.e. the Primal Man) no longer appears as the world-creative power
sinking down into the material world, but as a celestial Aeon of the upper world (or even as the supreme god), who
stands in a clearly defined relationship to the fallen Aeon. Adam was created in the name of Anthropos, and
overawes the demons by the fear of the pre-existent man. This Anthropos is a cosmogonic element, pure mind as
distinct from matter, mind conceived hypostatically as emanating from God and not yet darkened by contact with
matter. This mind is considered as the reason of humanity, or humanity itself, as a personified idea, a category
without corporeality, the human reason conceived as the World-Soul. It is possible that the role of the Anthropos is
here transferred to Sophia Achamoth.
It is also clear why the Ekklesia appears together with the Anthropos. With this is associated the community of the
faithful and the redeemed, who are to share the same fate with him. Perfect gnosis (and thus the whole body of
Gnostics) is connected with the Anthropos.[19]

Christ
Next to Sophia stands a male redeeming divinity. In the true Valentinian system, the Christ is the son of the fallen
Sophia, who is thus conceived as an individual. Sophia conceives a passion for the First Father himself, or rather,
under pretext of love she seeks to draw near to the unattainable Bythos, the Unknowable, and to comprehend his
greatness. She brings forth, through her longing for that higher being, an Aeon who is higher and purer than herself,
and at once rises into the celestial worlds. Christ has pity on the abortive substance born of Sophia and gives it
essence and form, whereupon Sophia tries to rise again to the Father, but in vain. In the enigmatic figure of Christ we
again find hidden the original conception of the Primal Man, who sinks down into matter but rises again.
In the fully developed Ptolemaean system we find a kindred conception, but with a slight difference. Here Christ and
Sophia appear as brother and sister, with Christ representing the higher and Sophia the lower element. When this
world has been born from Sophia in consequence of her sin, Nous and Aletheia, two Aeons, by command of the
Father, produce two new Aeons, Christ and the Holy Ghost; these restore order in the Pleroma, and in consequence
all Aeons combine their best and most wonderful qualities to produce a new Aeon (Jesus, Logos, Soter, or Christ),
the ÑFirst FruitsÖ whom they offer to the Father. And this celestial redeemer-Aeon now enters into a marriage with
the fallen Aeon; they are the Ñbride and bridegroomÖ. It is boldly stated in the exposition in HippolytusÇ
Philosophumena that they produce between them 70 celestial angels.
This myth can be connected with the historic Jesus of Nazareth by further relating that Christ, having been united to
the Sophia, descends into the earthly Jesus, the son of Mary, at his baptism, and becomes the Saviour of men.
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Horos

Coptic cross adopted by early
Christian Gnostics

A figure entirely peculiar to Valentinian Gnosticism is that of Horos (the Limiter).
The name is perhaps an echo of the Egyptian Horus, who, according to Francis
Legge, generally appeared in Alexandria Ñwith hawkÇs head and human body dressed
in the cuirass and boots of a Roman gendarme or stationarius, which would be
appropriate enough for a sentinel or guard.Ö[20]

The task of Horos is to separate the fallen Aeons from the upper world of Aeons. At
the same time he becomes a kind of world-creative power, who in this capacity
helps to construct an ordered world out of Sophia and her passions. He is also called
Stauros (cross), and we frequently meet with references to the figure of Stauros.
Speculations about the Stauros are older than Christianity, and a Platonic conception
may have been at work here. Plato had already stated that the World-Soul revealed
itself in the form of the letter Chi (X); by which he meant that figure described in the
heavens by the intersecting orbits of the sun and the planetary ecliptic. Since through
this double orbit all the movements of the heavenly powers are determined, so all ÑbecomingÖ and all life depend on
it, and thus we can understand the statement that the World-Soul appears in the form of an X, or a cross.

The cross can also stand for the wondrous Aeon on whom depends the ordering and life of the world, and thus
Horos-Stauros appears here as the first redeemer of Sophia from her passions, and as the orderer of the creation of
the world which now begins. Naturally, then, the figure of Horos-Stauros was often assimilated to that of the
Christian Redeemer. We possibly find echoes of this in the Gospel of Peter, where the Cross itself is depicted as
speaking and even floating out of the tomb.

Monism
Peculiarly Valentinian is the above-mentioned derivation of the material world from the passions of Sophia. Whether
this already formed part of the original system of Valentinus is, indeed, questionable, but at any rate it plays a
prominent part in the Valentinian school, and consequently appears with the most diverse variations in the account
given by Irenaeus. By it is effected the comparative monism of the Valentinian system, and the dualism of the
conception of two separate worlds of light and darkness is overcome:

This collection [of passions] ... was the substance of the matter from which this world was formed. From [her
desire of] returning [to him who gave her life], every soul belonging to this world, and that of the Demiurge
himself, derived its origin. All other things owed their beginning to her terror and sorrow. For from her tears
all that is of a liquid nature was formed; from her smile all that is lucent; and from her grief and perplexity all
the corporeal elements of the world.[21]

Demiurge
This derivation of the material world from the passions of the fallen Sophia is next affected by an older theory,
which probably occupied an important place in the true Valentinian system. According to this theory the son of
Sophia, whom she forms on the model of the Christ who has disappeared in the Pleroma, becomes the Demiurge,
and this Demiurge with his angels now appears as the real world-creative power.
According to the older conception, he was an evil and malicious offspring of his mother, who has already been 
deprived of any particle of light.[18] In the Valentinian systems, the Demiurge was the offspring of a union of Sophia 
Achamoth with matter, and appears as the fruit of SophiaÇs repentance and conversion. But as Achamoth herself was 
only the daughter of Sophia, the last of the thirty Aeons, the Demiurge was distant by many emanations from the 
Supreme God. The Demiurge in creating this world out of Chaos was unconsciously influenced for good by Christ; 
and the universe, to the surprise even of its Maker, became almost perfect. The Demiurge regretted even its slight
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imperfection, and as he thought himself the Supreme God, he attempted to remedy this by sending a Messiah. To this
Messiah, however, was actually united Christ the Saviour, who redeemed men.

Creation of Man
With the doctrine of the creation of the world is connected the subject of the creation of man. According to it, the
world-creating angels Å not one, but many Å create man, but the seed of the spirit comes into their creature without
their knowledge, by the agency of a higher celestial Aeon, and they are then terrified by the faculty of speech by
which their creature rises above them, and try to destroy him.
It is significant that Valentinus himself is credited with having written a treatise upon the threefold nature of man,[22]

who is represented as at once spiritual, psychical and material. In accordance with this there also arise three classes
of men, the pneumatici, the psychici and the hylici. This doctrine dates at least as far back as PlatoÇs Republic.
á The first, the material, will return to the grossness of matter and finally be consumed by fire.
á The second, or psychical, together with the Demiurge as their master, will enter a middle state, neither heaven

(Pleroma) nor hell (matter).
á The purely spiritual men will be completely freed from the influence of the Demiurge and together with the

Saviour and Achamoth, his spouse, will enter the Pleroma divested of body and soul.
We also find ideas that emphasize the distinction between the soma psychikon and the soma pneumatikon:

Perfect redemption is the cognition itself of the ineffable greatness: for since through ignorance came about
the defect ... the whole system springing from ignorance is dissolved in gnosis. Therefore gnosis is the
redemption of the inner man; and it is not of the body, for the body is corruptible; nor is it psychical, for even
the soul is a product of the defect and it is a lodging to the spirit: pneumatic (spiritual) therefore also must be
redemption itself. Through gnosis, then, is redeemed the inner, spiritual man: so that to us suffices the gnosis
of universal being: and this is the true redemption.[23]

Soteriology
Salvation is not merely individual redemption of each human soul; it is a cosmic process. It is the return of all things
to what they were before the flaw in the sphere of the Aeons brought matter into existence and imprisoned some part
of the Divine Light into the evil Hyle (matter). This setting free of the light sparks is the process of salvation; when
all light shall have left Hyle, it will be burnt up and destroyed.
In Valentinianism the process is extraordinarily elaborate, and we find here developed particularly clearly the myth
of the heavenly marriage.[24] This myth, as we shall see more fully below, and as may be mentioned here, is of great
significance for the practical piety of the Valentinian Gnostics. It is the chief idea of their pious practices mystically
to repeat the experience of this celestial union of the Saviour with Sophia. In this respect, consequently, the myth
underwent yet wider development. Just as the Saviour is the bridegroom of Sophia, so the heavenly angels, who
sometimes appear as the sons of the Saviour and Sophia, sometimes as the escort of the Saviour, are the males
betrothed to the souls of the Gnostics, which are looked upon as feminine. Thus every Gnostic had her unfallen
counterpart standing in the presence of God, and the object of a pious life was to bring about and experience this
inner union with the celestial abstract personage. This leads us straight to the sacramental ideas of this branch of
Gnosticism (see below). And it also explains the expression used of the Gnostics in Irenaeus,[25] that they always
meditate upon the secret of the heavenly union (the Syzygia).
ÑThe final consummation of all things will take place when all that is spiritual has been formed and perfected by
gnosis.Ö[17]
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Gnosis
The central point of the piety of Valentinus seems to have been that mystical contemplation of God; in a letter
preserved in Clement of Alexandria,[26] he sets forth that the soul of man is like an inn, which is inhabited by many
evil spirits.

But when the Father, who alone is good, looks down and around him, then the soul is hallowed and lies in full
light, and so he who has such a heart as this is to be called happy, for he shall behold God.

But this contemplation of God, as Valentinus declares, closely and deliberately following the doctrines of the Church
and with him the compiler of the Gospel of John, is accomplished through the revelation of the Son. This mystic also
discusses a vision which is preserved in the Philosophumena of Hippolytus:

Valentinus ... had seen an infant child lately born; and questioning (this child), he proceeded to inquire who it
might be. And (the child) replied, saying that he himself is the Logos, and then subjoined a sort of tragic
legend...[27]

With celestial enthusiasm Valentinus here surveys and depicts the heavenly world of Aeons, and its connection with
the lower world. Exalted joy of battle and a valiant courage breathe forth in the sermon in which Valentinus
addresses the faithful:

Ye are from the beginning immortal and children of eternal life, and desire to divide death amongst you like a
prey, in order to destroy it and utterly to annihilate it, that thus death may die in you and through you, for if ye
dissolve the world, and are not yourselves dissolved, then are ye lords over creation and over all that passes
away.[28]

Sacraments
Our authorities for the sacramental practices of the Valentinians are preserved especially in the accounts of the
Marcosians given in Irenaeus i. 13 and 20, and in the last section of Clement of AlexandriaÇs Excerpta ex Theodoto.
In almost all the sacramental prayers of the Gnostics handed down to us by Irenaeus, the Mother is the object of the
invocation. There are moreover various figures in the fully developed system of the Valentinians who are in the
GnosticÇs mind when he calls upon the Mother; sometimes it is the fallen Achamoth, sometimes the higher Sophia
abiding in the celestial world, sometimes Aletheia, the consort of the supreme heavenly father, but it is always the
same idea, the Mother, on whom the faith of the Gnostics is fixed. Thus a baptismal confession of faith of the
Gnostics[29] runs:

In the name of the unknown Father of all, by Aletheia, the Mother of all, by the name which descended upon
Jesus.

Bridal Chamber
The chief sacrament of the Valentinians seems to have been that of the bridal chamber (nymphon). The Gospel of
Philip, a probable Valentinian text, reads:

There were three buildings specifically for sacrifice in Jerusalem. The one facing the west was called ÑThe
HolyÖ. Another, facing south, was called ÑThe Holy of the HolyÖ. The third, facing east, was called ÑThe Holy
of the HoliesÖ, the place where only the high priest enters. Baptism is Ñthe HolyÖ building. Redemption is the
ÑHoly of the HolyÖ. ÑThe Holy of the HoliesÖ is the bridal chamber. Baptism includes the resurrection and the
redemption; the redemption (takes place) in the bridal chamber.

As Sophia was united with the Saviour, her bridegroom, so the faithful would experience a union with their angel in 
the Pleroma (cf. the ÑHigher SelfÖ or ÑHoly Guardian AngelÖ). The ritual of this sacrament is briefly indicated: ÑA 
few of them prepare a bridal chamber and in it go through a form of consecration, employing certain fixed formulae, 
which are repeated over the person to be initiated, and stating that a spiritual marriage is to be performed after the
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pattern of the higher Syzygia.Ö[29] Through a fortunate chance, a liturgical formula which was used at this sacrament
appears to be preserved, though in a garbled form and in an entirely different connection, the author seeming to have
been uncertain as to its original meaning. It runs:

I will confer my favor upon thee, for the father of all sees thine angel ever before his face ... we must now
become as one; receive now this grace from me and through me; deck thyself as a bride who awaits her
bridegroom, that thou mayest become as I am, and I as thou art. Let the seed of light descend into thy bridal
chamber; receive the bridegroom and give place to him, and open thine arms to embrace him. Behold, grace
has descended upon thee.

Baptism
Besides this the Gnostics already practiced baptism, using the same form in all essentials as that of the Christian
Church. The name given to baptism, at least among certain bodies, was apolytrosis (liberation); the baptismal
formulae have been mentioned above.
The Gnostics are baptized in the mysterious name which also descended upon Jesus at his baptism. The angels of the
Gnostics have also had to be baptized in this name, in order to bring about redemption for themselves and the souls
belonging to them.[30]

In the baptismal formulae the sacred name of the Redeemer is mentioned over and over again. In one of the formulae
occur the words: ÑI would enjoy thy name, Saviour of Truth.Ö The concluding formula of the baptismal ceremony is:
ÑPeace over all upon whom the Name rests.Ö[29] This name pronounced at baptism over the faithful has above all the
significance that the name will protect the soul in its ascent through the heavens, conduct it safely through all hostile
powers to the lower heavens, and procure it access to Horos, who frightens back the lower souls by his magic
word.[30] And for this life also baptism, in consequence of the pronouncing of the protecting name over the baptized
person, accomplishes his liberation from the lower daemonic powers. Before baptism the Heimarmene is supreme,
but after baptism the soul is free from her.[31]

Death
With baptism was also connected the anointing with oil, and hence we can also understand the death sacrament
occurring among some Valentinians consisting in an anointing with a mixture of oil and water.[23] This death
sacrament has naturally the express object of assuring the soul the way to the highest heaven Ñso that the soul may be
intangible and invisible to the higher mights and powersÖ.[32] In this connection we also find a few formulae which
are entrusted to the faithful, so that their souls may pronounce them on their journey upwards. One of these formulae
runs:

I am a son from the Father Å the Father who had a pre-existence, and a son in Him who is pre-existent. I have
come to behold all things, both those which belong to myself and others, although, strictly speaking, they do
not belong to others, but to Achamoth, who is female in nature, and made these things for herself. For I derive
being from Him who is pre-existent, and I come again to my own place whence I went forth...[33]

Another formula is appended, in which there is a distinction in the invocation between the higher and lower Sophia.
Another prayer of the same style is to be found in Irenaeus i. 13, and it is expressly stated that after prayer is
pronounced the Mother throws the Homeric helmet (cf. the Tarnhelm) over the faithful soul, and so makes him
invisible to the mights and powers which surround and attack him.
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Reaction
On the other hand, we see how here and there a reaction took place against the sacramental rites. A pure piety, rising
above mere sacramentalism, breathes in the words of the Gnostics preserved in Excerpta ex Theodoto, 78, 2:

But not baptism alone sets us free, but knowledge (gnosis): who we were, what we have become, where we
were, whither we have sunk, whither we hasten, whence we are redeemed, what is birth and what rebirth.

Relationship with the Church
The distinction between the human and divine Saviour was a major point of contention between the Valentinians and
the Church. Valentinus separated Christ into three figures; the spiritual, the psychical and material. Each of the three
Christ figures had its own meaning and purpose.[34] They acknowledged that Christ suffered and died, but believed
that Ñin his incarnation, Christ transcended human nature so that he could prevail over death by divine powerÖ.[35]

These beliefs are what caused Irenaeus to say of the Valentinians, ÑCertainly they confess with their tongues the one
Jesus Christ, but in their minds they divide him.Ö[36] In one passage in the account of Irenaeus, it is directly stated
that the redeemer assumed a psychical body to redeem the psychical, for the spiritual already belong by nature to the
celestial world and no longer require any historical redemption, while the material is incapable of redemption,[17] as
Ñflesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruptionÖ.[37]

Many Valentinian traditions and practices also clashed with those of the Church. They often met at unauthorized
gatherings and rejected ecclesiastical authority, based on their belief that they were all equal. Members of the
movement took turns administering sacraments, as well as preaching.[38] Among the Valentinians, women were
considered to be equal, or at least nearly equal to men. There were female prophets, teachers, healers, evangelists and
even priests, which was very different from the ChurchÇs view of women at the time.[39] Valentinians held normal
jobs, got married and raised children just like Christians; however they regarded these pursuits as being less
important than gnosis, which was to be achieved individually.[40] The beliefs of the Valentinians were much more
oriented towards the individual than towards the group, and salvation was not seen as being universal, as it was in
the Church.
The main disagreements between the Valentinians and the Church, then, were in the notions that God and the creator
were two separate entities, the idea that the creator was flawed and formed man and Earth out of ignorance and
confusion, and the separation of ChristÇs human form and divine form. Church authorities believed that Valentinian
theology was Ña wickedly casuistic way of subverting their authority and thereby threatening the ecclesiastical order
with anarchy.Ö[38] The practices and rituals of the Valentinians were also different from those of the Christian
Church, however the Valentinians considered themselves to be Christians and not pagans or heretics. By referring to
themselves as Christians they worsened their relationship with the Church, who viewed them not only as heretics,
but as rivals.[41]

Although the Valentinians publicly professed their faith in one God, Ñin their own private meetings they insisted on
discriminating between the popular image of God Å as master, king, lord, creator, and judge Å and what that image
represented Å God understood as the ultimate source of all being.Ö[42] Aside from the Church fathers, however, Ñthe
majority of Christians did not recognize the followers of Valentinus as heretics. Most could not tell the difference
between Valentinian and orthodox teaching.Ö[42] This was partially because Valentinus used many books that now
belong to the Old and New Testaments as a basis for interpretation in his own writing. He based his work on
proto-orthodox Christian canon instead of on Gnostic scripture, and his style was similar to that of early Christian
works. In this way, Valentinus tried to bridge the gap between Gnostic religion and early Catholicism.[43] By
attempting to bridge this gap, however, Valentinus and his followers became the proverbial wolves in sheepÇs
clothing. ÑThe apparent similarity with orthodox teaching only made this heresy more dangerous Å like poison
disguised as milk.Ö[42] Valentinian Gnosticism was Ñthe most influential and sophisticated form of Gnostic teaching,
and by far the most threatening to the church.Ö[42]
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Early Christianity has been described as Ña complex network of individual parties, groups, sects, or
denominations.Ö[44] This inconsistency made the threat of Gnostic sects such as Valentinianism even more
threatening to the Church.

References
á Churton, Tobias. The Gnostics. London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson Limited, 1987.
á Filoramo, Giovanni. A History of Gnosticism. Oxford: Basil Blackwell Limited, 1990.
á Green, Henry A. The Economic and Social Origins of Gnosticism. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1985.
á Holroyd, Stuart. The Elements of Gnosticism. Dorset: Element Books Limited, 1994.
á Layton, Bentley (ed.). The Gnostic Scriptures. New York: Doubleday, 1987.
á Mead, G.R.S (1906). "Plutarch: Concerning the Mysteries of Isis and Osiris" [15]. Thrice Great Hermes: Studies

in Hellenistic Theosophy and Gnosis, Volume I.
á Pagels, Elaine. The Gnostic Gospels. New York: Random House, 1979.
á Roukema, Riemer. Gnosis and Faith in Early Christianity. Harrisburg: Trinity Press International, 1998.
á Rudolph, Kurt. Gnosis: The Nature and History of Gnosticism. San Francisco: Harper and Row Publishers, 1977.
á Wilson, Robert McLachlan. The Gnostic Problem. London: A.R. Mowbray & Co. Limited, 1958.
á  £This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain:£Herbermann, Charles, ed (1913).

Catholic Encyclopedia. Robert Appleton Company.

á  £This article£incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain:£Chisholm, Hugh, ed (1911).
Encyclopìdia Britannica (Eleventh ed.). Cambridge University Press.

External links
á Valentinus and the Valentinian Tradition [45] Å an extremely comprehensive collection of material on Valentinian

mythology, theology and tradition (from the Gnosis Archive website).
á Patristic Material on Valentinus [46] Complete collection of patristic sources mentioning Valentinus.
á Valentinus Ä A Gnostic for All Seasons [47] Excellent introductory essay by Stephan A. Hoeller (from the Gnosis

Archive website).

Further reading
á Wilson, R. McL. ÑValentianism and the Gospel of TruthÖ in Layton, B., (ed.) The Rediscovery of Gnosticism,

(Leiden 1980): 133Å45.
á Thomassen, Einar. The Spiritual Seed: The Church of the Valentinians (Nag Hammadi and Manichaean Studies)

(Brill Academic Publishers 2005)
á Bermejo, Fernando, La escisién imposible. Lectura del gnosticismo valentiniano, Publicaciones Universidad

Pontificia, Salamanca, 1998

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=History_of_Christianity%23Early_Christianity_%28c.33%E2%80%93325%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Giovanni_Filoramo
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bentley_Layton
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=G.R.S._Mead
http://sacred-texts.com/gno/th1/th136.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Elaine_Pagels
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kurt_Rudolph
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:PD-icon.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Public_domain
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Catholic_Encyclopedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:PD-icon.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Public_domain
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Encyclop%C3%A6dia_Britannica_Eleventh_Edition
http://www.gnosis.org/library/valentinus/index.html
http://gnosis.org/library/polem.htm
http://www.gnosis.org/valentinus.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Einar_Thomassen


Valentinianism 138

Notes
[1] Green 1985, 244
[2] Green 1985, 245
[3] Wilson 1958, 133
[4] Holroyd 1994, 32
[5] Roukema 1998, 129
[6] Churton 1987, 53
[7] Filoramo 1990, 166
[8] Goodrick-Clarke 2002, 182
[9] Pagels 1979, 37
[10] Holroyd 1994, 37
[11] Roukema 1998, 130
[12] Gigot, Francis. ÑKabbalaÖ. The Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. 8. New York: Robert Appleton Company, 1910. (http:/ / www. newadvent. org/

cathen/ 08590a. htm)
[13] Mead, G.R.S (1903). Did Jesus Live 100 B.C.? (http:/ / www. gnosis. org/ library/ grs-mead/ jesus_live_100/ ch19. html). p.£396. .
[14] Irenaeus i. 29
[15] http:/ / sacred-texts. com/ gno/ th1/ th136. htm
[16] Mead, G.R.S (1906). "Plutarch: Concerning the Mysteries of Isis and Osiris" (http:/ / sacred-texts. com/ gno/ th1/ th136. htm). Thrice

Greatest Hermes: Studies in Hellenistic Theosophy and Gnosis. I. London and Benares: The Theosophical Publishing Society. p.£334. .
[17] Irenaeus i. 6, 1
[18] Irenaeus i. 29, 30
[19] Irenaeus i. 29, 3
[20] Legge, Francis (1914). Forerunners and Rivals of Christianity, From 330 B.C. to 330 A.D.. New York: University Books. p.£105.
[21] Irenaeus i. 4, 2
[22] Schwartz, A porien, i. 292
[23] Irenaeus i. 21, 4
[24] Irenaeus i. 30
[25] Irenaeus i. 6, 4
[26] Clemens Stromata ii. 20, 114
[27] Hippolytus Philosophumena 6, 37
[28] Clemens iv. 13, 91
[29] Irenaeus i. 21, 3
[30] Excerpta ex Theodoto, 22
[31] Excerpta ex Theodoto. 77
[32] Irenaeus loc. cit.
[33] Irenaeus i. 21, 5
[34] Rudolph 1977, 166
[35] Pagels 1979, 96
[36] Rudolph 1977, 155
[37] Corinthians£1£15:50
[38] Holroyd 1994, 33
[39] Pagels 1979, 60
[40] Pagels 1979, 146
[41] Rudolph 1977, 206
[42] Pagels 1979, 32
[43] Layton (ed.) 1987, xxii
[44] Layton (ed.) 1987, xviii
[45] http:/ / www. gnosis. org/ library/ valentinus/ index. html
[46] http:/ / gnosis. org/ library/ polem. htm
[47] http:/ / www. gnosis. org/ valentinus. htm

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08590a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08590a.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=G.R.S._Mead
http://www.gnosis.org/library/grs-mead/jesus_live_100/ch19.html
http://sacred-texts.com/gno/th1/th136.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=G.R.S._Mead
http://sacred-texts.com/gno/th1/th136.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Stromata
http://www.gnosis.org/library/valentinus/index.html
http://gnosis.org/library/polem.htm
http://www.gnosis.org/valentinus.htm


Persian Gnosticism 139

Persian Gnosticism
Persian Gnosticism may refer to:
á Mandaeism, a blanket term for the modern monotheistic religion of the Mandaeans with a strongly dualistic

worldview, practiced primarily in southern Iraq and the Iranian province of Khuzestan
á Manichaeism, one of the major ancient religions of Iranian origin from the 3rd to 7th century
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Mandaeism

Mandaeans
MandeyÄnÄ

Mandeans.JPG
Mandeans in Iraq

Total population

60,000 to 70,000[1]

Regions with significant populations

 éIraq 70,000 (until 2003); 7,000 (as of 2010)

 éIran 5,000 to 10,000[2]

 éJordan ?

 éSyria ?

 éSweden 5,000

 éAustralia 3,500

 éUnited States 1,500 to 2,000

 éUnited Kingdom 1,000

 éCanada ?

Religions

Mandaeism

Scriptures

Ginza Rba, Qolusta

Languages

Mandaic
Arabic and Persian are also spoken

Mandaeism or Mandaeanism (Mandaic: Mandaiuta, Arabic: ÄÅÇÉÑÖÜï Mandî'iyya, Persian: ÄÅÇÉÑáÉÅ) is a
monotheistic religion with a strongly dualistic worldview. Its adherents, the Mandaeans, revere Adam, Abel, Seth,
Enosh, Noah, Shem, Aram and especially John the Baptist. They are sometimes identified with the Sabian religion,
particularly in an Arabian context, but actually Mandaeism and Manichaeism seem to be independent Å to some
degree opposing Å developments out of the mainstream Sabian religious community, which is extinct today.
Mandeans seem to be indigenous to Mesopotamia and are certainly of Pre Arab and Pre Islamic origin. They may
well be related to the Assyrians who are also Semitic, Aramaic speaking indigenous Pre Arab and Pre Islamic
inhabitants of Iraq. They are Semites and speak a dialect of Aramaic known as Mandaic.
Mandaeism has historically been practised primarily around the lower Karun, Euphrates and Tigris and the rivers 
that surround the Shatt-al-Arab waterway, part of southern Iraq and Khuzestan Province in Iran. There are thought to 
be between 60,000 and 70,000 Mandaeans worldwide,[1] and until the 2003 Iraq war, almost all of them lived in 
Iraq.[3] Many Mandaean Iraqis have since fled their country (as have many other Iraqis) because of the turmoil of the 
war and terrorism.[4] By 2007, the population of Mandaeans in Iraq had fallen to approximately 5,000.[3] Most 
Mandaean Iraqis have sought refuge in Iran with the fellow Mandians there. Others have moved to northern Iraq. 
There has been a much smaller influx into Syria and Jordan, with smaller populations in Sweden, Australia, the
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United States, and other Western countries.
The Mandaeans have remained separate and intensely privateÄreports of them and of their religion have come
primarily from outsiders, particularly from the Orientalists J. Heinrich Petermann, Nicholas Siouffi, and Lady
Drower. An Anglican vicar, Rev. Peter Owen-Jones, included a short segment on a Mandaean group in Sydney,
Australia, in his BBC series "Around the World in 80 Faiths."

Origin of the term "Mandaean"
In the Shahnameh (Persian for "Book of Kings "), written by Ferdowsi Toosi referred to a man named Mardas, an
Amir lived about 800 years ago in the southwest of Iran (dasht-e savaran-e neizeh gozar) who seems to be one of the
mandaecs, because he prayed to god after washing himself all the time especially at dawns. This religion also is
called " Moghtaseleh " means those who wash themselves a lot (Ghosl in Arabic means Batheing) The term comes
from Classical Mandaic Mandaiia and appears in Neo-Mandaic as Mandeyînî. On the basis of cognates in other
Aramaic dialects, Semiticists such as Mark Lidzbarski and Rudolf Macuch have translated the term manda, from
which Mandaiia derives, as "knowledge" (cf. Aramaic êëìíîëïð mandaÑ in Dan. 2:21, 4:31, 33, 5:12; cpr. Hebrew: êëîëïðï
maddaÑ without the nasal insert). This etymology suggests that the Mandaeans may well be the only sect surviving
from late Antiquity to identify themselves explicitly as Gnostics.
Other scholars derive the term mandaiia from Mandî d-Heyyi (Mandaic manda ¨-hiia "Knowledge of Life",
reference to the chief divinity hiia rbia "the Great Life") or from the word (bi)manda, which is the cultic hut in which
many Mandaean ceremonies are performed (such as the baptism, which is the central sacrament of Mandaean
religious life). This last term is possibly to be derived from Pahlavi mÇnd mïnd ("house").

Other associated terms
Within the Middle East, but outside of their community, the Mandaeans are more commonly known as the ©ubba
(singular ©ubbª). The term ©ubba is derived from the word mu§battah (Arabic: ÄàâäÜï), the baptism ritual of the
Mandaeans. In Islam, the term "Sabians" (Arabic: ÉãàÉâÑåÅï al-©îbiá«n) is used as a blanket term for adherents to a
number of religions, including that of the Mandaeans, in reference to the Sabians of the Qur'an (see below).
Occasionally, Mandaeans are called Christians of Saint John, based upon preliminary reports made by members of
the Discalced Carmelite mission in Basra during the 16th century.
A mand¬ (Arabic: ÄÅÇçï) is a place of worship for followers of Mandaeism. A mand¬ must be built beside a river in
order to perform maÞbattah because water is an essential element in the Mandaeic faith. Modern mand¬s sometimes
have a bath inside a building instead.

Mandaean history
The evidence about Mandaean history has been almost entirely confined to some of the Mandaen religious literature.
But their origin seems ultimately have been with the Ebionite Elchasai, who preached to an Abrahamic community
called "Sobiai" in Parthian ruled Assyria.
Arab sources of early Qur'anic times (7th century) make some references to Sabians. They are counted among the
Ahl al-Kitîb (People of the Book), and several hadith feature them. Some scholars hold that these Sabians are those
currently referred to as Mandaeans, while others contend that the etymology of the root word 'Sabi'un' points to
origins either in the Syriac or Mandaic word 'Sabian', and suggest that the Mandaean religion originated with
Sabeans who came under the influence of early Hellenic Sabian missionaries, but preferred their own priesthood.
Contemporary authors mention that they were generally originally considered to be of western ("Greek" or Levant)
origin in one way or another. The Sabians believed to "belong to the prophet Noah";[5] similarly, the Mandaeans
claim direct ancestry from Noah.
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Early in the 9th century, a group in Harran declared themselves Sabians when facing persecution; a Christian writer
said that the true 'Sabians' or Sabba lived in the marshes of Lower Iraq. The earliest account we have about the
Mandaeans is that of the Assyrian writer Theodore Bar Konai (in the Scholion, A.D. 792). In the Fihrist ("Book of
Nations") of Arabic scholar Al-Nadim (an c.987), the Mogtasilah (Mughtasila..., "self-ablutionists") are counted
among the followers of El-Hasaih. Called a "sect" of "Sabians", they are located in southern Mesopotamia.[6] No
reference to Mandaeans, which were a distinct group by then, seems to have been made by Al-Nadim; Mogtasilah is
not that group's self-appellation and the few details on rituals and habit are similar to Mandaeans ones, but they may
merely have been related sects.
Elchasai's religious community seems to have prospered but ultimately splintered; early on, the prophet Mani
renounced Judaism and departed with his followers. Likewise, the Mandaeans may have originated in a schism
where they renounced the Torah, while the mainstream Sampsaeans held on to it (as Elchasai's followers did); this
must have happened around the mid-late 1st millennium AD. Al-Biruni (writing at the beginning of the 11th century
AD) said that the 'real Sabians' were "the remnants of the Jewish tribes who remained in Babylonia when the other
tribes left it for Jerusalem in the days of Cyrus and Artaxerxes. These remaining tribes...adopted a system mixed up
of Magism and Judaism."[7] It is not clear what group he referred to exactly, for by then the Elchasaite sects may
have been at their most diverse. Some disappeared subsequently, the Sampsaeans for example are not well attested in
later sources.
Around 1290, a learned Dominican Catholic from Tuscany, Ricoldo da Montecroce, or Ricoldo Pennini, was in
Mesopotamia where he met the Mandaeans. He described them as follows:

ÑA very strange and singular people, in terms of their rituals, lives in the desert near Baghdad; they are
called Sabaeans. Many of them came to me and begged me insistently to go and visit them. They are a
very simple people and they claim to possess a secret law of God, which they preserve in beautiful
books. Their writing is a sort of middle way between Syriac and Arabic. They detest Abraham because
of circumcision and they venerate John the Baptist above all. They live only near a few rivers in the
desert. They wash day and night so as not to be condemned by God, ÉÖ

Some Portuguese Jesuits had met some "Saint John Christians" or Mandaeans around the Strait of Hormuz in 1559,
when the Portuguese fleet fought with the Ottoman Turkish army in Bahrain. These Mandaean seemed to be willing
to obey the Catholic Church. They learned and used the seven Catholic sacraments and the related ceremonies in
their lives.[8]

Mandaean beliefs
Mandaeism, as the religion of the Mandaean people, is based more on a common heritage than on any set of
religious creeds and doctrines. A basic guide to Mandaean theology does not exist. The corpus of Mandaean
literature, though quite large, covers topics such as eschatology, the knowledge of God, and the afterlife only in an
unsystematic manner, and, apart from the priesthood, is known only to a few laypeople.[9]

Fundamental tenets
According to E.S. Drower, the Mandaean Gnosis is characterized by nine features, which appear in various forms in
other gnostic sects:[10]

1. A supreme formless Entity, the expression of which in time and space is creation of spiritual, etheric, and
material worlds and beings. Production of these is delegated by It to a creator or creators who originated in It. The
cosmos is created by Archetypal Man, who produces it in similitude to his own shape.

2. Dualism: a cosmic Father and Mother, Light and Darkness, Right and Left, syzygy in cosmic and microcosmic
form.

3. As a feature of this dualism, counter-types, a world of ideas.
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4. The soul is portrayed as an exile, a captive: home and origin being the supreme Entity to which the soul
eventually returns.

5. Planets and stars influence fate and human beings, and are also places of detention after death.
6. A saviour spirit or saviour spirits which assist the soul on the journey through life and after it to 'worlds of light'.
7. A cult-language of symbol and metaphor. Ideas and qualities are personified.
8. 'Mysteries', i.e. sacraments to aid and purify the soul, to ensure rebirth into a spiritual body, and ascent from the

world of matter. These are often adaptations of existing seasonal and traditional rites to which an esoteric
interpretation is attached. In the case of the NaÞoreans this interpretation is based upon the Creation story (see 1
and 2), especially on the Divine Man, Adam, as crowned and anointed King-priest.

9. Great secrecy is enjoined upon initiates; full explanation of 1, 2, and 8 being reserved for those considered able to
understand and preserve the gnosis.

Mandaeans believe in marriage and procreation, and in the importance of leading an ethical and moral lifestyle in
this world, placing a high priority upon family life. Consequently, Mandaeans do not practice celibacy or asceticism.
Mandaeans will, however, abstain from strong drink and red meat. While they agree with other gnostic sects that the
world is a prison governed by the planetary archons, they do not view it as a cruel and inhospitable one.

Mandaean scriptures
The Mandaeans have a large corpus of religious scriptures, the most important of which is the Genzî Rabbî or
Ginza, a collection of history, theology, and prayers (German translation available here [11]). The Genzî Rabbî is
divided into two halvesÄthe Genzî Smîlî or "Left Ginza" and the Genzî Yeminî or "Right Ginza". By consulting
the colophons in the Left Ginza, Jorunn J. Buckley has identified an uninterrupted chain of copyists to the late 2nd or
early 3rd c. AD. The colophons attest to the existence of the Mandaeans during the late Arsacid period at the very
latest, a fact corroborated by the Harrîn Gîwetî legend, according to which the Mandaeans left Judea after the
destruction of Jerusalem in the 1st c. AD, and settled within the Arsacid empire. Although the Ginza continued to
evolve under the rule of the Sassanians and the Islamic empires, few textual traditions can lay claim to such
extensive continuity.
Other important books include the Qolastî, the "Canonical Prayerbook of the Mandaeans", which was translated by
E.S. Drower (much of it is found here [12] and here [13]). One of the chief works of Mandaean scripture, accessible to
laymen and initiates alike, is the Draêa d-Iahia "The Book of John the Baptist" (text [14]; German translation [15]),
which includes a dialogue between John and Jesus. In addition to the Ginza, Qolusta, and Draêa, there is the Dªvîn,
which contains a description of the 'regions' the soul ascends through, and the Asfar Malwîshí, the "Book of the
Zodiacal Constellations". Finally, there are some pre-Muslim artifacts which contain Mandaean writings and
inscriptions, such as some Aramaic incantation bowls.
The language in which the Mandaean religious literature was originally composed is known as Mandaic, and is a
member of the Aramaic family of dialects. It is written in a cursive variant of the Parthian chancellory script. Many
Mandaean lay people do not speak this language, though some members of the Mandaean community resident in
Iran and Iraq continue to speak Neo-Mandaic, a modern version of this language.
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Cosmology
As noted above (under Mandaean Beliefs) Mandaean theology is not systematic. There is no one single authoritative
account of the creation of the cosmos, but rather a series of several accounts. Some scholars, such as Edmondo
Lupieri,[16] maintain that comparison of these different accounts may reveal the diverse religious influences upon
which the Mandaeans have drawn and the ways in which the Mandaean religion has evolved over time.
In contrast with the religious texts of the western Gnostic sects formerly found in Syria and Egypt, the earliest
Mandaean religious texts suggest a more strictly dualistic theology, typical of other Iranian religions such as
Zoroastrianism, Zurvanism, Manichaeism, and the teachings of Mazdak. In these texts, instead of a large pleroma,
there is a discrete division between light and darkness. The ruler of darkness is called Ptahil (similar to the Gnostic
Demiurge), and the originator of the light (i.e. God) is only known as "the great first Life from the worlds of light,
the sublime one that stands above all works". When this being emanated, other spiritual beings became increasingly
corrupted, and they and their ruler Ptahil created our world. The similarity between the name Ptahil and the Egyptian
Ptah should also be notedÄthe Mandaeans believe that they were resident in Egypt for a while.
The issue is further complicated by the fact that Ptahil alone does not constitute the demiurge but only fills that role
insofar as he is the creator of our world. Rather, Ptahil is the lowest of a group of three "demiurgic" beings, the other
two being Yushamin (a.k.a. Joshamin) and Abathur. Abathur's demiurgic role consists of his sitting in judgment
upon the souls of mortals. The role of Yushamin, the senior being, is more obscure; wanting to create a world of his
own, he was severely punished for opposing the King of Light.

Chief prophets
Mandaeans recognize several prophets. Yahya ibn Zakariyya, known by Christians as John the Baptist, is accorded a
special status, higher than his role in Christianity and Islam. Mandaeans do not consider John to be the founder of
their religion but revere him as one of their greatest teachers, tracing their beliefs back to Adam.
Mandaeans maintain that Jesus and Muhammad were mêiha kdaba "false messiahs"[17] who perverted the teachings
entrusted to him by John. The Mandaic word k(a)daba, however, might be interpreted as being derived from either
of two roots: the first root, meaning "to lie," is the one traditionally ascribed to Jesus; the second, meaning "to write,"
might provide a second meaning, that of "book"; hence some Mandaeans, motivated perhaps by an ecumenical spirit,
maintain that Jesus was not a "lying Messiah" but a "book Messiah", the "book" in question presumably being the
Christian Gospels. This seems to be a folk etymology without support in the Mandaean texts.[18]

Likewise, the Mandaeans believe that Abraham, Moses, and Muhammad were false prophets,[19] but recognize other
prophetic figures from the Abrahamic traditions, such as Adam, his sons Hibil (Abel) and ¤itil (Seth), and his
grandson Anuñ (Enosh), as well as Nuh (Noah), his son Sam (Shem) and his son Ram (Aram). The latter three they
consider to be their direct ancestors.

Priests and laymen
There is a strict division between Mandaean laity and the priests. According to E.S. Drower (The Secret Adam, p.
ix):

[T]hose amongst the community who possess secret knowledge are called Na§uraiiaÄNaÞoreans (or, if the
emphatic ñÞó is written as ñzó, Nazorenes). At the same time the ignorant or semi-ignorant laity are called
'Mandaeans', MandaiiaÄ'gnostics'. When a man becomes a priest he leaves 'Mandaeanism' and enters
tarmiduta, 'priesthood'. Even then he has not attained to true enlightenment, for this, called 'NaÞiruta', is
reserved for a very few. Those possessed of its secrets may call themselves NaÞoreans, and 'NaÞorean' today
indicates not only one who observes strictly all rules of ritual purity, but one who understands the secret
doctrine.

[20]
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There are three grades of priesthood in Mandaeism: the tarmidia "disciples" (Neo-Mandaic tarmidînî), the
ganzibria "treasurers" (from Old Persian ganza-bara "id.", Neo-Mandaic ganzerînî) and the riêamma "leader of
the people." This last office, the highest level of the Mandaean priesthood, has lain vacant for many years. At the
moment, the highest office currently occupied is that of the ganzerî, a title which appears first in a religious context
in the Aramaic ritual texts from Persepolis (ca. 3rd c. BCE) and which may be related to the kamnaskires (Elamite
<qa-ap-nu-iñ-ki-ra> kapnuskir "treasurer"), title of the rulers of Elymais (modern Khuzestan) during the Hellenistic
age. Traditionally, any ganzerî who baptizes seven or more ganzerînî may qualify for the office of riêamma,
though the Mandaean community has yet to rally as a whole behind any single candidate.
The contemporary priesthood can trace its immediate origins to the first half of the 19th century. In 1831, an outbreak
of cholera devastated the region and eliminated most if not all of the Mandaean religious authorities. Two of the
surviving acolytes (êgandia), Yahia Bihram and Ram Zihrun, reestablished the priesthood on the basis of their own
training and the texts that were available to them.
In 2009 there were two dozen Mandaean priests in the world, according to the Associated Press.[2]

View of Jerusalem
In Mandaeism, Jerusalem is considered a city of wickedness, dedicated to the god of Judaism, whom they call
Adunay (Adonai) or Yurba (possibly YHWH) and consider to be an evil spirit. According to Sidra d-Yahia 54,
Jerusalem is "the stronghold that Adunay built ... [he] brought to it falsehood in plenty, and it meant persecution
against my tarmidia (Manda d-Hiia's disciples)." In the Ginza Rba (15.11), it is said to have come into being as a
result of the incestuous union of the seven planets with their evil mother Ruha d-Qudsha, who "left lewdness,
perversion, and fornication in it. They said: 'Whoever lives in the city of Jerusalem will not mention the name of
God.'" (Elsewhere, however, it more prosaically says the city was built by Solomon.) However, Yahya (John the
Baptist), an important figure in the religion, is said to have been born there.
Later on, in the days of Pontius Pilate, it states that the good spirit Anush Utra went there, healed the sick and
worked miracles, and made converts, confronting Jesus (whom they consider a false prophet) and refuting his
arguments; but its inhabitants opposed him and persecuted the converts, 365 of whom were killed (GR 15.11) or
forced out (GR 2.1.) Miriai, a Jewish princess, was converted, and fled to the shores of the Euphrates. This angered
Anush Utra, who received permission from God to destroy Jerusalem and the temple, smash the "seven columns,"
and slay the Jews who lived there, after bringing out the remaining "believers." Elsewhere, the Ginza Rba (18)
prophesies that Jerusalem "must flourish for a thousand years, remain a thousand years destroyed, and then the entire
Tibil (material world) will be destroyed."
In the Abahatan Qadmaiia prayer, repeated during baptism of the dead, the Mandaeans invoke blessings upon the
365 who were killed or forced out of Jerusalem:

ÄThose 365 priests who came forth from the city of Jerusalem, the city of this masiqta and dukhrana, a forgiveness of sins may there be for
them. Å

Related groups
According to the Fihrist of ibn al-Nadim, the Mesopotamian prophet Mani, the founder of Manichaeism, was 
brought up within the Elkasaites (Elcesaites or Elchasaite) sect. The Elkasaites were a Judeo-Christian baptismal 
sect which seem to have been related, possibly ancestral, to the Mandaeans (see Sabians). The members of this sect, 
like the Mandaeans, wore white and performed baptisms. They dwelt in east Judea and Assyria, whence the 
Mandaeans claim to have migrated to southern Mesopotamia, according to the Harran Gawaitî legend. Mani later 
left the Elkasaites to found his own religion. In a comparative analysis, Mandaean scholar S¦ve-Sªderberg indicated 
that Mani's Psalms of Thomas were closely related to Mandaean texts. This would imply that Mani had access to
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Mandaean religious literature, or both derived from the same source.
Other groups which have been identified with the Mandaeans include the "Nasoraeans", described by Epiphanius,
and the Dositheans, mentioned by Theodore Bar Kònó in his Scholion. Ibn al-Nadim also mentions a group called the
Mughtasila, "the self-ablutionists", who may be identified with one or the other of these groups. The members of this
sect, like the Mandaeans, wore white and performed baptisms.
Whether groups such as the Elkasaites, the Mughtasila, the Nasoraeans, and the Dositheans can be identified with the
Mandaeans or one another is a difficult question. While it seems certain that a number of distinct groups are intended
by these names, the nature of these sects and the connections between them are less than clear. At least according to
the Fihrist (see above), these groups seem all to have emerged from or developed in parallel with the "Sabian"
followers of El-Hasaih; "Elkasaites" in particular may simply have been a blanket term for Mughtasila, Mandaeans,
the original Sabians and even Manichaeans.

Mandaeans today

War in Iraq and diaspora
The prewar Iraqi Mandaean community was centered around Baghdad.[21] Mandaean emigration from Iraq began
during Saddam Hussein's rule, but accelerated greatly after the American invasion and subsequent occupation.[21]

Since the invasion Mandaeans, like other Iraqi minorities, have been subjected to violence by Islamist terrorist
groups (not necessarily of Iraqi origin), including murders, kidnappings, rapes, evictions, and forced conversions.[21]

[22] Mandaeans and many other Iraqis, have been also targeted for kidnapping since many worked as goldsmiths.[21]

Mandaeism is pacifistic and forbids its adherents from carrying weapons,[21] though in the past it appears that some
Mandaeans served as mercenaries both for Arabs and for the Portuguese.[23]

Most Iraqi Mandaeans have fled the country in the face of this violence, and the Mandaean community in Iraq faces
extinction.[4] [24] Out of the over 60,000 Mandaeans in Iraq in the early 1990s, only about 5,000 to 7,000 remain
there; as of early 2007, over 80% of Iraqi Mandaeans were refugees in Syria and Jordan as a result of the Iraq War.
There are small Mandaean diaspora populations in Sweden (c. 5,000), Australia (c. 3,500 as of 2006), the USA (c.
1,500), the UK (c. 1,000), and Canada.[4] [25] [26] [27] [28] Sweden became a popular destination because a Mandaean
community existed there before the war and the Swedish government has a liberal asylum policy toward Iraqis.[29]

The scattered nature of the Mandaean diaspora has raised fears among Mandaeans for the religion's survival.[2] [22]

Mandaeism has no provision for conversion, and the religious status of Mandaeans who marry outside the faith and
their children is disputed.[2] [22]

The contemporary status of the Mandaeans has prompted a number of American intellectuals and civil rights
activists to call upon the U.S. government to extend refugee status to the community. In 2007, The New York Times
ran an op-ed piece in which Swarthmore professor Nathaniel Deutsch called for the Bush administration to take
immediate action to preserve the community:

The United States didnÇt set out to eradicate the Mandeans, one of the oldest, smallest and least understood of 
the many minorities in Iraq. This extinction in the making has simply been another unfortunate and entirely 
unintended consequence of our invasion of IraqÄthough that will be of little comfort to the Mandeans, whose 
2,000-year-old culture is in grave danger of disappearing from the face of the earth. . . . . When American 
forces invaded in 2003, there were probably 60,000 Mandeans in Iraq; today, fewer than 5,000 remain. . . . Of 
the mere 500 Iraqi refugees who were allowed into the United States from April 2003 to April 2007, only a 
few were Mandeans. And despite the Bush administrationÇs commitment to let in 7,000 refugees in the fiscal 
year that ended [September 30, 2007], fewer than 2,000, including just three Iraqi Mandean families, entered 
the country. If all Iraqi Mandeans are granted privileged status and allowed to enter the United States in 
significant numbers, it may just be enough to save them and their ancient culture from destruction. If not, after 
2,000 years of history, of persecution and tenacious survival, the last Gnostics will finally disappear, victims
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of an extinction inadvertently set into motion by our nationÇs negligence in Iraq.
ÄNathaniel Deutsch, professor of religion, Swarthmore College,£October 7, 2007[3]

Iraqi Mandaeans were given refugee status by the US State Department in 2007. Since then around 1200 have
entered the US.[2] Many Mandaeans have began returning to Iraq during the past two years, as the circumstances in
Iraq have improved.

Iranian Mandaeans
In Iran the Gozinesh Law (passed in 1985) has the effect of prohibiting Mandaeans from fully participating in civil
life. This law and other gozinesh provisions make access to employment, education, and a range of other areas
conditional upon a rigorous ideological screening, the principal prerequisite for which is devotion to the tenets of
Islam.[30] These laws are regularly applied to discriminate against religious and ethnic groups that are not officially
recognized, such as the Mandaeans, Ahl-e Haq, and Baha'i.[31] There are estimated to be between 5,000 and 10,000
Mandaeans in Iran.[2] In 2002 the US State Department granted Iranian Mandaeans protective refugee status; since
then roughly 1,000 have emigrated to the US.[2]
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gnostic_john_baptist/ index. htm): This is the complete 1924 edition of G.R.S. Mead's classic study of the
Mandóan John-Book, containing excerpts from the scripture itself (in The Gnosis Archive collection -
www.gnosis.org).

á The Genzï Rabbï (http:/ / www. archive. org/ details/ MN41563ucmf_2) (1925 German translation by Mark
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dasjohannesbuchd01lidzuoft) and German translation (http:/ / www. archive. org/ details/
dasjohannesbuchd02lidzuoft) (1905) by Mark Lidzbarski at the Internet Archive

á Mandaic liturgies (http:/ / www. archive. org/ details/ mandaschelitur00lidzuoft) in German translation (1925) by
Mark Lidzbarski at the Internet Archive
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htm) by G. R. S. Mead a complete version (with old and new errors), contains information on Mani,
Manichaeism, Elkasaites, Nasoraeans, Sabians and other gnostic groups. Published in 1901, still considered
authoritative.

á Extracts from E. S. Drower, Mandaeans of Iraq and Iran, (http:/ / www. farvardyn. com/ mandaean. php) Leiden,
1962

á The Mandaeans of Iraq and Iran (http:/ / www. archive. org/ details/ MN41560ucmf_1) by Lady Drower, 1937 -
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Manichaeism
Manichaeism (pronounced /òmónôkiö.õzúm/;[1] in Modern Persian êááÅ ÄÉÅá ¯yin e Mîni; Chinese: ÄÅÇ; pinyin:
Mën° Ji±o) was one of the major Iranian Gnostic religions, originating in Sassanid Persia. Although most of the
original writings of the founding prophet Mani (in Persian: ÄÉÅá, Syriac: îëåä, Latin: Manichaeus or Manes) (c.
216Å276 AD) have been lost, numerous translations and fragmentary texts have survived. Manichaeism taught an
elaborate cosmology describing the struggle between a good, spiritual world of light, and an evil, material world of
darkness. Through an ongoing process which takes place in human history, light is gradually removed from the
world of matter and returned to the world of light from which it came. Its beliefs can be seen as a synthesis of
Christianity, Zoroastrianism and Buddhism.
Manichaeism thrived between the third and seventh centuries, and at its height was one of the most widespread
religions in the world. Manichaean churches and scriptures existed as far east as China and as far west as the Roman
Empire.[2] Manichaeism survived longer in the east, and appears to have finally faded away after the 14th century in
southern China,[3] contemporary to the decline in China of the Church of the East Å see Ming Dynasty.
The original six sacred books of Manichaeism, composed in Syriac Aramaic, were soon translated into other
languages to help spread the religion. As they spread to the east, the Manichaean writings passed through Middle
Persian, Parthian, Sogdian, Tocharian and ultimately Uyghur and Chinese translations. As they spread to the west,
they were translated into Greek, Coptic, and Latin. The spread and success of Manichaeism were seen as a threat to
other religions, and it was widely persecuted in Christian, Zoroastrian, Islamic,[4] and Buddhist cultures.

Origins

Manichaean priests, writing at their desks, with
panel inscription in Uyghur. Manuscript from

Khocho, Tarim Basin.

Mani lived approximately AD 216Å276 and resided in Babylonia,
which was then within the Sassanid Empire province of Asuristan.
According to the Cologne Mani-Codex,[5] Mani's parents were
Elcesaites of southern Mesopotamia. The primary language of Babylon
at that time was Eastern Middle Aramaic, which included three main
dialects: Judeo-Aramaic (the language of the Talmud), Mandaean
Aramaic (the language of the Mandaean religion), and Syriac Aramaic,
which was the language of Mani, as well as of the Syriac Christians.
"Mani" is a Persian name found in all three Aramaic dialects and
therefore common among its speakers. Mani composed seven writings,
six of which were written in Syriac Aramaic. The seventh, the
Shabuhragan,[6] was written by Mani in Middle Persian and presented
by him to the contemporary King of Sassanid Persia, Shapur I in the
Persian capital of Ctesiphon. Although there is no proof Shapur I was a
Manichaean, he tolerated the spread of Manicheanism and refrained
from persecuting it in his empire's boundaries.[7] According to one
tradition it was Mani himself who created the unique version of the
Syriac script called Manichaean script, which was used in all of the
Manichaean works written within the Persian Empire, whether they
were in Syriac or Middle Persian, and also for most of the works
written within the Uyghur Empire.

Manichaeism claimed to present the complete version of teachings that were corrupted and misinterpreted by the 
followers of its predecessors Adam, Zoroaster, Buddha and Jesus. Accordingly, as it spread, it adapted new deities 
from other religions into forms it could use for its scriptures. Its original Aramaic texts already contained stories of
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Jesus. When they moved eastward and were translated into Iranian languages, the names of the Manichaean deities
(or angels) were often transformed into the names of Zoroastrian yazatas. Thus Abbî dàRabb«²î ("The Father of
Greatness", the highest Manichaean deity of Light), in Middle Persian texts might either be translated literally as pªd
ª wuzurgªh, or substituted with the name of the deity Zurwîn. Similarly, the Manichaean primal figure Nîêî
Qa¨mîyî "The Original Man" was rendered "Ohrmazd Bay", after the Zoroastrian god Ahura Mazda. This process
continued in Manichaeism's meeting with Chinese Buddhism, where, for example, the original Aramaic karia (the
"call" from the world of Light to those seeking rescue from the world of Darkness), becomes identified in the
Chinese scriptures with Guan Yin (ÉÑ or Avalokitesvara in Sanskrit, literally, "watching/perceiving sounds [of the
world]", the Chinese Bodhisattva of Compassion).
The original six Syriac writings are not preserved, although their Syriac names have been. There are also fragments
and quotations from them. A long quotation, preserved by the eighth-century Nestorian Christian author Theodore
Bar Konai,[8] shows that in the original Syriac Aramaic writings of Mani there was no influence of Iranian or
Zoroastrian terms. The terms for the Manichaean deities in the original Syriac writings are in Aramaic. The
adaptation of Manichaeism to the Zoroastrian religion appears to have begun in Mani's lifetime however, with his
writing of the Middle Persian Shabuhragan, his book dedicated to the King Shapuhr.[6] In it, there are mentions of
Zoroastrian deities such as Ohrmazd, Ahriman, and Az. Manichaeism is often presented as a Persian religion, mostly
due to the vast number of Middle Persian, Parthian, and Soghdian (as well as Turkish) texts discovered by German
researchers near Turpan, in the Xinjiang (Chinese Turkestan) province of China, during the early 1900s. However,
from the vantage point of its original Syriac descriptions (as quoted by Theodore bar Khonai and outlined below),
Manichaeism may be better described as a unique phenomenon of Aramaic Babylonia, occurring in proximity to two
other new Aramaic religious phenomena, Talmudic Judaism and Babylonian Mandaeism, which were also appearing
in Babylonia in roughly the third century AD.
Mani began preaching at an early age and was possibly influenced by contemporary Babylonian-Aramaic
movements such as Mandaeanism, and Aramaic translations of Jewish apocalyptic writings similar to those found at
Qumran (such as the book of Enoch literature). With the discovery of the Mani-Codex, it also became clear that he
was raised in a Jewish-Christian baptism sect, the Elcesaites, and was influenced by their writings as well. According
to biographies preserved by Ibn al-Nadim and the Persian polymath al-Biruni, he allegedly received a revelation as a
youth from a spirit, whom he would later call his Twin (Aramaic Tauma (ö÷çê÷), from which is also derived the
name of the apostle Thomas, the "twin"), his Syzygos (Greek for "partner", in the Cologne Mani-Codex), his Double,
his Protective Angel or 'Divine Self'. It taught him truths which he developed into a religion. His 'divine' Twin or
true Self brought Mani to Self-realization and thus he became a 'gnosticus', someone with divine knowledge and
liberating insight. He claimed to be the 'Paraclete of the Truth', as promised in the New Testament: the Last Prophet
and Seal of the Prophets finalizing a succession of figures including Zoroaster, Buddha, and Jesus.[9]
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Manichaean Electae, Kocho, 10th Century.

Another source of Mani's scriptures was original Aramaic writings
relating to the book of Enoch literature (see the Book of Enoch and the
Second Book of Enoch), as well as an otherwise unknown section of
the book of Enoch called the "Book of Giants". This book was quoted
directly, and expanded on by Mani, becoming one of the original six
Syriac writings of the Manichaean Church. Besides brief references by
non-Manichaean authors through the centuries, no original sources of
"The Book of Giants" (which is actually part six of the "Book of
Enoch") were available until the 20th century.

Scattered fragments of both the original Aramaic "Book of Giants"
(which were analysed and published by Jézef Milik in 1976[10] ), and
of the Manichaean version of the same name (analyzed and published
by W.B. Henning in 1943[11] ) were found with the discovery in the
twentieth century of the Dead Sea Scrolls in the Judaean Desert and the
Manichaean writings of the Uyghur Manichaean kingdom in Turpan.
Henning wrote in his analysis of them:

It is noteworthy that Mani, who was brought up and spent most of his life in a province of the Persian
empire, and whose mother belonged to a famous Parthian family, did not make any use of the Iranian
mythological tradition. There can no longer be any doubt that the Iranian names of Sïm, Narómïn, etc.,
that appear in the Persian and Sogdian versions of the Book of the Giants, did not figure in the original
edition, written by Mani in the Syriac language.[11]

From a careful reading of the Enoch literature and the Book of Giants, alongside the description of the Manichaean
myth, it becomes clear that the "Great King of Glory" of this myth (a being that sits as a guard to the world of light at
the seventh of ten heavens in the Manichaean myth[12] ), is identical with the King of Glory sitting on the heavenly
throne in the Enoch literature. In the Aramaic book of Enoch, in the Qumran writings in general, and in the original
Syriac section of Manichaean scriptures quoted by Theodor bar-Konai,[8] he is called "malka raba de-ikara" (the
great king of glory).
Noting Mani's travels to the Kushan Empire (several religious paintings in Bamiyan are attributed to him) at the
beginning of his proselytizing career, Richard Foltz postulates Buddhist influences in Manichaeism:

Buddhist influences were significant in the formation of Mani's religious thought. The transmigration of
souls became a Manichaean belief, and the quadripartite structure of the Manichaean community,
divided between male and female monks (the "elect") and lay followers (the "hearers") who supported
them, appears to be based on that of the Buddhist sangha.[13]

While Manichaeism was spreading, existing religions such as Christianity and Zoroastrianism were gaining social
and political influence. Although having fewer adherents, Manichaeism won the support of many high-ranking
political figures. With the assistance of the Persian Empire, Mani began missionary expeditions. After failing to win
the favor of the next generation of Persian royalty, and incurring the disapproval of the Zoroastrian clergy, Mani is
reported to have died in prison awaiting execution by the Persian Emperor Bahram I. The date of his death is
estimated at AD 276Å277.
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Later history

The spread of Manichaeism (AD 300Å 500). Map
reference: World History Atlas, Dorling

Kindersly.

Manichaeism continued to spread with extraordinary speed through
both the east and west. It reached Rome through the apostle Psattiq by
AD 280, who was also in Egypt in 244 and 251. It was flourishing in
the Fayum area of Egypt in AD 290. Manichaean monasteries existed
in Rome in 312 A.D. during the time of the Christian Pope Miltiades.

In 291, persecution arose in the Persian empire with the murder of the
apostle Sisin by Bahram II, and the slaughter of many Manichaeans. In
AD 296, Diocletian decreed against the Manichaeans: "We order that
their organizers and leaders be subject to the final penalties and
condemned to the fire with their abominable scriptures", resulting in

many martyrdoms in Egypt and North Africa (see Diocletian Persecution). By AD 354, Hilary of Poitiers wrote that
the Manichaean faith was a significant force in southern France. In AD 381 Christians requested Theodosius I to
strip Manichaeans of their civil rights. He issued a decree of death for Manichaean monks in AD 382.

St. Augustine was once a Manichaean.

When Christians first encountered Manichaeism, they deemed it a
heresy, since it had originated in a heavily Gnostic area of the Persian
empire. Augustine of Hippo (AD 354-430) converted to Christianity
from Manichaeism, in the year 387. This was shortly after the Roman
Emperor Theodosius I had issued a decree of death for Manichaeans in
AD 382 and shortly before he declared Christianity to be the only
legitimate religion for the Roman Empire in 391. According to his
Confessions, after nine or ten years of adhering to the Manichaean faith
as a member of the group of "hearers", Augustine became a Christian
and a potent adversary of Manichaeism (which he expressed in writing
against his Manichaean opponent Faustus of Mileve), seeing their
beliefs that knowledge was the key to salvation as too passive and not able to effect any change in one's life.[14]

I still thought that it is not we who sin but some other nature that sins within us. It flattered my pride to
think that I incurred no guilt and, when I did wrong, not to confess it... I preferred to excuse myself and
blame this unknown thing which was in me but was not part of me. The truth, of course, was that it was
all my own self, and my own impiety had divided me against myself. My sin was all the more incurable
because I did not think myself a sinner. (Confessions, Book V, Section 10)

Some modern scholars have suggested that Manichaean ways of thinking influenced the development of some of
Augustine's ideas, such as the nature of good and evil, the idea of hell, the separation of groups into elect, hearers,
and sinners, and the hostility to the flesh and sexual activity.[15]
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A 13th century manuscript from Augustine's book
VII of Confessions criticizing Manichaeism.

How Manichaeism may have influenced Christianity continues to be
debated. Manichaeism may have influenced the Bogomils, Paulicians,
and Cathars. However, these groups left few records, and the link
between them and Manichaeans is tenuous. Regardless of its accuracy
the charge of Manichaeism was levelled at them by contemporary
orthodox opponents, who often tried to make contemporary heresies
conform to those combatted by the church fathers. Whether the
dualism of the Paulicians, Bogomils, and Cathars and their belief that
the world was created by a Satanic demiurge were due to influence
from Manichaeism is impossible to determine. The Cathars apparently
adopted the Manichaean principles of church organization. Priscillian
and his followers may also have been influenced by Manichaeism. The
Manichaeans preserved many apocryphal Christian works, such as the
Acts of Thomas, that would otherwise have been lost.[16]

Manichaeism maintained a sporadic and intermittent existence in the
west (Mesopotamia, Africa, Spain, France, North Italy, the Balkans)
for a thousand years, and flourished for a time in the land of its birth
(Persia) and even further east in Northern India, Western China, and
Tibet. While it had long been thought that Manichaeism arrived in
China only at the end of the seventh century, a recent archaeological

discovery demonstrated that it was already known there in the second half of the sixth century.[17]

It was adopted by the Uyghur ruler Khagan Boku Tekin (AD 759Å780) in 763, and remained the state religion for
about a century before the collapse of the Uyghur empire in 840. In the east it spread along trade routes as far as
Chang'an, the capital of the Tang Dynasty in China. In the ninth century, it is reported that the Muslim Caliph
Al-Ma'mun tolerated a community of Manichaeans.[18] However, al-Mahdi persecuted the Manichaeans, establishing
an inquisition to root out their "heresy", even resorting to outright massacre against them.[19] In the Song and Yuan
dynasties of China remnants of Manichaeanism continued to leave a legacy contributing to sects such as the Red
Turbans.

Neo-Manichaeism
During the Middle Ages, there emerged several movements which were collectively described as "Manichaean" by
the Catholic Church, and persecuted as Christian heresies through the establishment, in 1184, of the Inquisition.
They included the Cathar and Albigensian churches of Western Europe. Other groups sometimes referred to as
"neo-Manichaean" were the Paulician movement, which arose in Armenia,[20] and the Bogomils in Bulgaria.[16] An
example of this usage can be found in the published edition of the Latin Cathar text, the Liber de duobus principiis,
(Book of the Two Principles), which was described as "Neo-Manichaean" by its publishers.[21] As there is no
presence of Manichaean mythology or church terminology in the writings of these groups, there has been some
dispute among historians as to whether these groups were descendants of Manichaeism.[22]
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Theology

Uighur Manichaean clergymen, wall painting
from the Khocho ruins, 10th/11th century AD.

Located in the Museum f©r Indische Kunst,
Berlin-Dahlem.

Manichaean theology taught a dualistic view of good and evil. A key
belief in Manichaeism is that the powerful, though not omnipotent
good power (God) was opposed by the semi-eternal evil power (Satan).
This addresses a theoretical part of the problem of evil by denying the
omnipotence of God and postulating two opposite powers. Humanity,
the world and the soul are seen as the byproduct of the battle between
God's proxy, Primal Man, and Satan. The human person is seen as a
battleground for these powers: the soul defines the person, but it is
under the influence of both light and dark. This contention plays out
over the world as well as the human bodyÄneither the Earth nor the
flesh were seen as intrinsically evil, but rather possessed portions of
both light and dark. Natural phenomena (such as rain) were seen as the
physical manifestation of this spiritual contention. Therefore, the
Manichaean worldview explained the existence of evil with a flawed creation God took no role in forming and was
the result of Satan striking out against God.[9]

Cosmogony
Manichaeism presented an elaborate description of the conflict between the spiritual world of light and the material
world of darkness. The beings of both the world of darkness and the world of light have names. There are numerous
sources for the details of the Manichaean belief. There are two portions of Manichaean scriptures that are probably
the closest thing to the original Manichaean writings in their original languages that will ever be available. These are
the Syriac-Aramaic quotation by the Nestorian Christian Theodor bar-Konai, in his Syriac "Book of Sects" (eighth
century),[8] and the Middle Persian sections of Mani's Shabuhragan discovered at Turpan (a summary of Mani's
teachings prepared for Shapur I[6] ). These two sections are probably the original Syriac and Middle Persian written
by Mani.
Mircea Eliade, summarizing bar-Konai's Syriac narration,[8] describes the Manichaean cosmogony in his A History
of Religious Ideas:

In the beginning...the two "natures" or "substances", light and obscurity, good and evil, God and matter,
coexisted, separated by a frontier. In the North reigned the Father of Greatness...in the South, the Prince of
Darkness...the "disorderly motion" of matter drove the Prince of Darkness toward the upper frontier of his
kingdom. Seeing the splendor of light, he is fired by the desire to conquer it. It is then that the Father decides
that he will himself repulse the adversary. He...projects from himself, the Mother of Life, who...projects a new
hypostasis, the Primordial Man...With his five sons, who are...his "soul" and "armor" made from five lights,
the Primordial Man descends to the frontier. He challenges the darkness, but he is conquered, and his sons are
devoured by the demons...This defeat marks the beginning of the cosmic "mixture", but at the same time it
insures the final triumph of God. For obscurity (matter) now possesses a portion of light...and the Father,
preparing its deliverance, at the same time arranges for his definitive victory against darkness.
In a second Creation, the Father "evokes" the Living Spirit, which, descending toward obscurity, grasps the
hand of the Primordial Man and raises him to his celestial homeland, the Paradise of Lights. Overwhelming
the demonic Archontes, the Living Spirit fashions the heavens from their skins, the mountains from their
bones, the earth from their flesh and their excrement...In addition, he achieves a first deliverance of light by
creating the sun, the moon, and the stars from portions of it that had not suffered too much from contact with
obscurity.
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Finally, the Father proceeds to a last evocation and projects by emanation the Third Messenger. The latter
organizes the cosmos into a kind of machine to collect - and...to deliver - the still-captive particles of light.
During the first two weeks of the month, the particles rise to the moon, which becomes a full moon; during the
second two weeks, light is transferred from the moon to the sun and, finally, to its celestial homeland. But
there were still the particles that had been swallowed by the demons. Then the messenger displays himself to
the male demons in the form of a dazzling naked virgin, while the female demons see him as a handsome
naked young man...fired by desire, the male demons...give forth their semen, and, with it, the light that they
had swallowed. Fallen to the ground, their semen gives birth to all the vegetable species. As for the female
devils who were already pregnant, at the sight of the handsome young man they give birth to abortions, which,
cast onto the ground, eat the buds of trees, thus assimilating the light that they contained.
Alarmed by the Third Messenger's tactics, matter, personified as Concupiscence, decides to create a stronger
prison around the still-captive particles of light. Two demons, one male, the other female, devour all the
abortions in order to absorb the totality of light, and they then couple. Thus Adam and Eve were
engendered.[23]

Outline of the Beings and Events in the Manichaean Mythos
Beginning with the time of its creation by Mani, the Manichaean religion had a detailed description of deities and
events that took place within the Manichaean scheme of the universe. In every language and region that
Manichaeism spread to, these same deities reappear, whether it is in the original Syriac quoted by Theodor
bar-Konai,[8] or the Latin terminology given by Saint Augustine from Mani's Epistola Fundamenti, or the Persian
and Chinese translations found as Manichaeism spread eastward. While the original Syriac retained the original
description which Mani created, the transformation of the deities through other languages and cultures produced
incarnations of the deities not implied in the original Syriac writings. This process began in Mani's lifetime, with
"The Father of Greatness", for example, being translated into Middle Persian as Zurvan, a Zoroastrian supreme
being.

The World of Light

á The Father of Greatness (Syriac: ëáë âàáèùë Abbî dàRabb«²î; Middle Persian: pªd ª wuzurgªh, or the
Zoroastrian deity Zurwîn; Parthian: Pidar wuzurgift, Pidar roshn)

á His Five Shekhinas (Syriac: ûîü ü äåù¡ khamesh shkhinatei; Chinese: ÖÜá w³ zh´ng d±, "five great
ones")
á Reason (Syriac: ¡èåë haunµ; Parthian: bµm; Greek: ÅäÀÖ Nous; Chinese: à xiîng, "phase")
á Mind (Syriac: îâ¢ë madde¶µ; Parthian: manohm·d; Chinese: â xªn, "heart")
á Intelligence (Syriac: à¢äåë reyana; Parthian: uê; Chinese: ä ni±n, "idea")
á Thought (Syriac: îûüáùë mahêabtµ; Parthian: and·êiên; Chinese: ã sª, "thought")
á Understanding (Syriac: ùà¢äùë tar¶¸tµ; Parthian: parmµnag; Chinese: å y¹, "meaning")

á The Great Spirit (Middle Persian: Waxsh zindag, Waxsh yozdahr; Latin: Spiritus Potens)
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The First Creation

á The Mother of Life (Syriac: ëîë âûäë ima de-khaye)
á The First Man (Syriac: ëåüë £âîäë Nîêî Qa¨mîyî; Middle Persian: Ohrmazd Bay, the Zoroastrian god of light

and goodness; Latin: Primus Homo)
á His five Sons (the Five Light Elements; Middle Persian: Amahrîspandan; Parthian: panj roên)

á Ether (Middle Persian: frµwahr, Parthian: ardµw)
á Wind (Middle Persian and Parthian: wµd)
á Light (Middle Persian and Parthian: rºên)
á Water (Middle Persian and Parthian: µb)
á Fire (Middle Persian and Parthian: µdur)
á His sixth Son, the Answer-God (Syriac: ¢åäë ania; Middle Persian: khroshtag; Chinese: çé Sh¹ Zh¹ "The

Power of Wisdom", a Chinese Bodhisattva). The answer sent by the First Man to the Call from the World of
Light.

á The Living Self (made up of the five Elements; Middle Persian: Griw zindag, Griw roshn)

The Second Creation

á The Friend of the Lights (Syriac: ûáäá å¡äíë khaviv nehirei). Calls to:
á The Great Builder (Syriac: áå íáë ban raba). In charge of creating the new world which will separate the

darkness from the light. He calls to:
á The Living Spirit (Syriac: àèûë ûäë r«»î »ayyî; Middle Persian: Mihryazd; Chinese: èêë jing huo feng;

Latin: Spiritus Vivens)
á His five Sons (Syriac: ûîüë áåè¡ä khamsha benauhi)

á The Keeper of the Splendour (Syriac: ãçù ¤äèë tzefat ziwa; Latin: Splenditenens). Holds up the ten heavens
from above.

á The King of Honour (Syriac: îé  üèáûë melekh shubkha; Latin: Rex Honoris)
á The Adamas of Light (Syriac: ëâîèê åè¡àë adamus nuhra; Latin: Adamas). Fights with and overcomes an

evil being in the image of the King of Darkness.
á The Great King of Glory (Syriac: îé ë àáë âëä£àë malka raba de-ikara; Dead Sea Scrolls Aramaic: êøù÷

æú÷ î÷ûüæ÷ malka raba de-ikara; Latin: Rex Gloriosus). A being which plays a central role in the Book of
Enoch (originally written in Aramaic), as well as Mani's Syriac version of it, the Book of Giants. Sits in the
seventh heaven of the ten heavens and guards the entrance to the world of light.

á Atlas (Syriac: êáéë sabala; Latin: Atlas). Supports the eight worlds from below.
á His sixth Son, the Call-God (Syriac: £àäë karia; Middle Persian: padvakhtag; Chinese: ÉÑ Guan Yin

"watching/perceiving sounds [of the world]", the Chinese Bodhisattva of Compassion). Sent from the Living
Spirit to awaken the First Man from his battle with the forces of darkness.

The Third Creation

á The Third Messenger (Syriac: ëä¤¥âë ªzgaddî)
á Jesus the Splendour (Syriac: äüè¢ ¤äèë Yisho Ziwa). Sent to awaken Adam and Eve to the source of the

spiritual light trapped within their physical bodies.
á The Maiden of Light
á The Twelve Virgins of Light. Correspond to the twelve constellations of the Zodiac.
á The Column of Glory
á The Great Nous
á His five Limbs

á Reason
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á Mind
á Intelligence
á Thought
á Understanding

á The Just Justice
á The Last God

The World of Darkness

á The King of Darkness (Syriac: îé  ûüè ë melech kheshokha; Middle Persian: Ahriman, the Zoroastrian
supreme evil being)

á His five evil kingdoms Evil counterparts of the five elements of light, the lowest being the kingdom of Darkness.
á His son (Syriac: ëü£éèå Ashaklun; Middle Persian: Az, the Zoroastrian demon of greed)
á His son's mate (Syriac: åáàèëé Nebroel)

á Their offspring - Adam and Eve (Middle Persian: Gehmurd and Murdiyanag)
á Giants (Fallen Angels, also Abortions): (Syriac: äû¦ë yakhte, "abortions" or "those that fell"; also: ëà èåùë

arkhonata, the Gnostic archons; Greek, Coptic: ÇýÄúìÄäúäÑ Egrígoroi, "Giants"). Related to the story of the
fallen angels in the Book of Enoch (which Mani used extensively in his Book of Giants), and the ìþûøûÿ nephilim
described in Genesis (6:1-4), on which the story is based.

Sacred books
Mani wrote either seven or eight books, which contained the teachings of the religion. Only scattered fragments and
translations of the originals remain.

Originally written in Syriac
á The Evangelion (Syriac: ëèå¥éäèå; Greek, Coptic: ýöêÄÄåçÑäÅ, meaning roughly "good news"). Also known as

the Gospel of Mani. Quotations from the first chapter were brought in Arabic by Ibn al-Nadim, who lived in
Baghdad at a time when there were still Manichaeans living there, in his book the "Fihrist" (written in 938), a
catalog of all written books known to him.

á The Treasure of Life
á The Treatise (Coptic: âúêÄèêãå¡ê)
á Secrets
á The Book of Giants: Original fragments were discovered at Qumran (pre-Manichaean) and Turpan.
á Epistles: Augustine brings quotations, in Latin, from Mani's Fundamental Epistle in some of his anti-Manichaean

works.
á Psalms and Prayers. A Coptic Manichaean Psalter, discovered in Egypt in the early 1900s, was edited and

published by Charles Allberry from Manichaean manuscripts in the Chester Beatty collection and in the Berlin
Academy, 1938-9.
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Originally written in Middle Persian
á The Shabuhragan, dedicated to Shapur I: Original Middle Persian fragments were discovered at Turpan,

quotations were brought in Arabic by al-Biruni.

Other books
á The Ardahang, the "Picture Book". In Iranian tradition, this was one of Mani's holy books which became

remembered in later Persian history, and was also called Ar�ang, a Parthian word meaning "Worthy", and was
beautified with paintings. Therefore Iranians gave him the title of "The Painter".

á The Kephalaia (�åüêçêÑê), "Discourses", found in Coptic translation.
á On the Origin of His Body, the title of the Cologne Mani-Codex, a Greek translation of an Aramaic book which

describes the early life of Mani.[5]

Non-Manichaean works preserved by the Manichaean Church
á Some portions of the Book of Enoch literature.
á Some literature relating to the apostle Thomas (who by tradition went to India, and was also venerated in Syria),

such as portions of the Syriac The Acts of Thomas, and the Psalms of Thomas. The Gospel of Thomas was also
attributed to Manichaeans by the early Church Fathers.[24]

Later works
In later centuries, as Manichaeism passed through eastern Persian speaking lands and arrived at the Uyghur Empire,
and eventually the Uyghur kingdom of Turpan (destroyed around 1335), long hymn cycles and prayers were
composed in Middle Persian and Parthian.[25] A translation of one of these produced the Manichaean Chinese
Hymnscroll (the ÄÅÇíìî, which Lieu translates as "Hymns for the Lower Section [i.e. the Hearers] of the
Manichaean Religion"[26] ), now available in its entirety (see the external links section).

Organization and Religious Practices

Organization of the Manichaean Church
The Manichaean Church was divided into "Elect" - those who had taken upon themselves the vows of Manicheaism,
and "Hearers" - those who had not, but still participated in the Church. The terms for these divisions were already
common since the days of early Christianity. In the Chinese writings, the Middle Persian and Parthian terms are
transcribed phonetically (instead of being translated into Chinese).[27]

á The Leader, (Parthian: yamag; Chinese: ïñ) Mani's designated successor, seated at the head of the Church in
Ctesiphon (Babylonia).

á 12 Apostles (Latin: magistri; Middle Persian: mo¼ag; Chinese: óò)
á 72 Bishops (Latin: episcopi; Middle Persian: aspasag, aftadan; Chinese: ôöõ; see also: Seventy Disciples)
á 360 Presbyters (Latin: presbyteri; Middle Persian: mahistan)
á The general body of the Elect (Latin: electi; Middle Persian: ardawan)
á The Hearers (Latin: auditores; Middle Persian: niyoshagan)
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The Bema Fest
The most important religious observance of the Manichaeans was the Bema Fest, observed annually:

The Bema was originally, in the Syriac Christian churches a seat placed in the middle of the nave on
which the bishop would preside and from which the Gospel would be read. In the Manichean places of
worship, the throne was a five-stepped altar, covered by precious cloths, symbolizing the five classes of
the hierarchy. The top of the Bema was always empty, as it was the seat of Mani. The Bema was
celebrated at the vernal equinox, was preceded by fasts, and symbolized the passion of Mani, thus it was
strictly parallel to the Christian Easter.[28]

While it is often presumed that the Bema seat was empty, there is some evidence from the Coptic Manichaean Bema
Psalms, that the Bema seat may have actually contained a copy of Mani's picture book, the Arzhang.[29]

Sources
Until discoveries in the 1900s of original sources, the only sources for Manichaeism were descriptions and
quotations from non-Manichaean authors, either Christian, Muslim, Buddhist or Zoroastrian. While often criticizing
Manichaeism, they also quoted directly from Manichaean scriptures. This enabled Isaac de Beausobre, writing in the
18th century, to create a comprehensive work on Manichaeism, relying solely on anti-Manichaean sources.[30] Thus
quotations and descriptions in Greek and Arabic have long been known to scholars, as have the long quotations in
Latin by Saint Augustine, and the extremely important quotation in Syriac by Theodor bar-Khonai.
An example of how inaccurate some of these accounts could be is seen in the account of the origins of Manichaeism
contained in the Acta Archelai. This was a Greek anti-manichaean work written before 348, most well-known in its
Latin version, which was regarded as an accurate account of Manichaeism until the end of the 19th century:

In the time of the Apostles there lived a man named Scythianus, who is described as coming 'from
Scythia,' and also as being 'a Saracen by race' ('ex genere Saracenorum'). He settled in Egypt, where he
became acquainted with 'the wisdom of the Egyptians,' and invented the religious system which was
afterwards known as Manichaeism. Finally he emigrated to Palestine, and, when he died, his writings
passed into the hands of his sole disciple, a certain Terebinthus. The latter betook himself to Babylonia,
assumed the name of Budda, and endeavoured to propagate his master's teaching. But he, like
Scythianus, gained only one disciple, who was an old woman. After a while he died, in consequence of a
fall from the roof of a house, and the books which he had inherited from Scythianus became the property
of the old woman, who, on her death, bequeathed them to a young man named Corbicius, who had been
her slave. Corbicius thereupon changed his name to Manes, studied the writings of Scythianus, and
began to teach the doctrines which they contained, with many additions of his own. He gained three
disciples, named Thomas, Addas, and Hermas. About this time the son of the Persian king fell ill, and
Manes undertook to cure him; the prince, however, died, whereupon Manes was thrown into prison. He
succeeded in escaping, but eventually fell into the hands of the king, by whose order he was flayed, and
his corpse was hung up at the city gate.

A. A. Bevan, who quoted this story, commented that it 'has no claim to be considered historical.'[31]

In the early 1900s, original Manichaean writings started to come to light when German scholars began excavating at
the ancient site of the Manichaean Uyghur Kingdom near Turpan, in Chinese Turkestan (destroyed around AD
1300). While most of the writings they uncovered were in very poor condition, there were still hundreds of pages of
Manichaean scriptures, written in three Persian languages (Middle Persian, Parthian, and Sogdian) and old Turkish.
These writings were taken back to Germany, and were analyzed and published at the Preu�ische Akademie der
Wissenschaften in Berlin. While the vast majority of these writings were written in a version of the Syriac script
known as Manichaean script, the German researchers, perhaps for lack of suitable fonts, published most of them
using Hebrew letters (which could easily be substituted for the 22 Syriac letters).
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Perhaps the most comprehensive of these publications was Manichaeische Dogmatik aus chinesischen und
iranischen Texten (Manichaean Dogma from Chinese and Iranian texts), by Waldschmidt and Lentz, published in
Berlin in 1933.[32] More than any other research work published before or since, this work printed, and then
discussed, the original key Manichaean texts in the original scripts, and consists chiefly of sections from Chinese
texts, and Middle Persian and Parthian texts transcribed with Hebrew letters. (After the Nazi party gained power in
Germany, the Manichaean writings continued to be published during the 1930s, but the publishers no longer used
Hebrew letters, instead transliterating the texts into Latin letters.)
Additionally, in the early 1900s, German researchers in Egypt found a large body of Manichaean works in Coptic.
Though these were also damaged, many complete pages survived and were published in Berlin before World War II.
Some of these Coptic Manichaean writings were destroyed during the war.
After the success of the German researchers, French scholars visited China and discovered what is perhaps the most
complete set of Manichaean writings, written in Chinese. These three Chinese writings are today kept in London,
Paris, and Beijing. The original studies and analyses of these writings, along with their translations, first appeared in
French, English, and German, before and after World War II. The complete Chinese texts themselves were first
published in Tokyo, Japan in 1927, in the Taisho Tripitaka, volume 54. While in the last thirty years or so they have
been republished in both Germany (with a complete translation into German, alongside the 1927 Japanese
edition),[33] and China, the Japanese publication remains the standard reference for the Chinese texts.
In Egypt a small codex was found and became known through antique dealers in Cairo. It was purchased by the
University of Cologne in 1969. Two of its scientists, Henrichs and Koenen, produced the first edition known since as
the Cologne Mani-Codex, which was published in four articles in the Zeitschrift f r Papyrologie und Epigraphik.
The ancient papyrus manuscript contained a Greek text describing the life of Mani. Thanks to this discovery, much
more is known about the man who founded one of the most influential world religions of the past.
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á Chinese Manichaean Scriptures: ÄÅÇúùû (http:/ / ccbs. ntu. edu. tw/ BDLM/ sutra/ chi_pdf/ sutra22/
T54n2141B. pdf) ("Incomplete Sutra one of Manichaeism")& ÄÅü Ç¡¢£ (http:/ / ccbs. ntu. edu. tw/
BDLM/ sutra/ chi_pdf/ sutra22/ T54n2141A. pdf)("The Mani Bright Buddha teaching plan") & íìî (http:/ /
ccbs. ntu. edu. tw/ BDLM/ sutra/ chi_pdf/ sutra22/ T54n2140. pdf)("The Lower Part Praises")

Secondary Manichaean sources in their original languages
á Augustine's Contra Epistolam Manichaei (http:/ / www. sant-agostino. it/ latino/ contro_lettera_mani/ index. htm)

(Latin)

Bogomilism

The development of Bogomillism

Bogomilism was a Gnostic religiopolitical
sect founded in the First Bulgarian Empire
by the priest Bogomil during the reign of
Tsar Petar I in 10th century.[1] [2] [3] It most
probably arose in what is today the region of
Macedonia[4] [5] as a response to the social
stratification that occurred as a result of the
introduction of feudalism and as a form of
political movement and opposition to the
Bulgarian state and the church.

The Bogomils called for a return to early
Christianity, rejecting the ecclesiastical
hierarchy, and their primary political
tendencies were resistance to the state and
church authorities. This helped the movement spread quickly in the Balkans, gradually expanding throughout the
Byzantine Empire and later reaching Kievan Rus, Dalmatia, Italy, France, and to a lesser extent Western Europe
(even as far as the British Isles).

The Bogomils were dualists in that they believed the world was created not by the Abrahamic God, but by an evil
demiurge Ä the Devil. They did not use the cross nor build churches, preferring to perform rituals outdoors.

Etymology
The term Bogomil in free translation means "dear to God", and ultimately derives from the Proto-Slavic *bogÀ
("God") and *milÀ ("dear"). It is difficult to ascertain whether the name was taken from the reputed founder of that
movement, the priest Bogomil, or whether he assumed that name after it had been given to the sect itself. The word
is an Old Church Slavonic calque of Massaliani, the Syriac name of the sect corresponding to the Greek Euchites.
The Bogomils are identified with the Massaliani in Slavonic documents from the 13th century.
The members are referred to as Babuni in several documents. Toponyms which include the river Babuna, the
mountain Babuna, the Bogomila Waterfall and village Bogomila, all in the region of Azot today in central Republic
of Macedonia, suggests that the movement was very active in the region.[6] [7]
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Origin
The now defunct Gnostic social-religious movement and doctrine originated in the time of Peter I of Bulgaria (927 Å
969) as a reaction against state and clerical oppression of Byzantine church. In spite of all measures of repression, it
remained strong and popular until the fall of the Second Bulgarian Empire in the end of the 14th century.
Bogomilism is the first significant Balkan heresy that came about in the first quarter of the 10th century. Bogomilism
was a natural outcome of many factors that had arisen till the beginning of 10th century, most probably in the region
of Macedonia.

Social factors
The gradual Christianization of the Slavs, Thracians and proto-Bulgarians, the fact that the service was initially
practiced in Greek, which only the elite knew, resulted in a low level of understanding of the religion among the
peasantry. Due to the constant wars during the time of Simeon I, the lands near the Byzantine border (Thrace) were
devastated, and the people living there were left without occupation. The constant change of authority over these
lands, and the higher taxes during the time of Tsar Peter I, gave birth to a great social discontent at the beginning of
the 10th century. Moreover, the corruption of the church as an institution, led to the grave disappointment among its
recently converted flock.

Religious factors
The existence of older Christian heresies in the Bulgarian lands (Manichaeism and Paulicianism), which were
considered very dualistic, influenced the Bogomil movement. ManichaeismÇs origin is related to Zoroastrianism; that
is why Bogomilism is sometimes indirectly connected to Zoroastrianism in the sense of its duality.

Connections to the royal court
Some sources claim the originator was the brother of tsar Petar, the fourth of the sons of Simeon I -
Beneamin-Boyan, known in Bulgaria under the name Boyan the Magus. According to these sources (Roman clergy
documents in Constantinople) Beneamin was heavily influenced by "strange Syrean visitors" who visited
Beneamin-Boyan on several occasions during his studies at the imperial Magnaur University in Constantinople.
Upon returning to Bulgaria Beneamin-Boyan used his position to receive a monastery from the state which he would
use to convert a big portion of the aristocrats and clergy into Bogomil followers.
Some historians claim that tzar Samuil and in particular his son Gavril Radomir supported the movement. The core
of Samuil's empire corresponds to the region where the Bogomils were most active. Most probably, as Samuil
revolted against the Byzantine Empire, he relied on the popular support of the movement. There are no sources of
Bogomil persecution during his reign (976 - 1014).[6]

Doctrine
The Bogomils had a system of altered traditional orthodox beliefs and rituals. The essence behind their teaching was
a dualistic doctrine that the world is divided by God and Satan (good and evil). God rules with the spiritual part of
the world, and Satan with the material. They regarded every material being to be work of Satan, and therefore sinful.
They also opposed established forms of government and church, which brings them close to modern anarchists.
From the imperfect and conflicting data which is available, one positive result can be gathered: that the Bogomils
were both Adoptionists and Manichaeans. They had accepted the teaching of Paul of Samosata, though at a later
period the name of Paul was believed to be that of the Apostle; and they were not quite free from the Dualistic
principle of the Gnostics, at a later period too much identified with the teaching of Mani, by Photius, Petrus Siculus,
and other authors. They rejected the Christianity of the orthodox churches and did not accept the docetic teaching of
some of the other sects.
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Dualist beliefs and customs
The Bogomils taught that God had two sons, the elder Satanail and the younger Michael. The elder son rebelled
against the father and became the evil spirit. After his fall he created the lower heavens and the earth and tried in
vain to create man; in the end he had to appeal to God for the Spirit. After creation Adam was allowed to till the
ground on condition that he sold himself and his posterity to the owner of the earth. Then Michael was sent in the
form of a man; he became identified with Jesus, and was "elected" by God after the baptism in the Jordan. When the
Holy Ghost (again Michael) appeared in the shape of the dove, Jesus received power to break the covenant in the
form of a clay tablet (hierographon) held by Satanail from Adam. He had now become the angel Michael in a human
form; as such he vanquished Satanail, and deprived him of the termination -il = God, in which his power resided.
Satanail was thus transformed into Satan. Through his machinations the crucifixion took place, and Satan was the
originator of the whole Orthodox community with its churches, vestments, ceremonies, sacraments and fasts, with its
monks and priests. This world being the work of Satan, the perfect must eschew any and every excess of its pleasure.
But the Bogomils did not go as far as to recommend asceticism.
They held the "Lord's Prayer" in high respect as the most potent weapon against Satan, and had a number of
conjurations against "evil spirits." Each community had its own twelve "apostles," and women could be raised to the
rank of "elect." The Bogomils wore garments like mendicant friars and were known as keen missionaries, traveling
far and wide to propagate their doctrines. Healing the sick and exorcising the evil spirit, they traversed different
countries and spread their apocryphal literature along with some of the books of the Old Testament, deeply
influencing the religious spirit of the nations, and preparing them for the Reformation. They accepted the four
Gospels, fourteen Epistles of Paul, the three Epistles of John, James, Jude, and an Epistle to the Laodiceans, which
they professed to have. They sowed the seeds of a rich, popular religious literature in the East as well as the West.
The Historiated Bible, the Letter from Heaven, the Wanderings through Heaven and Hell, the numerous Adam and
Cross legends, the religious poems of the "Kaliki perehozhie" and other similar productions owe their dissemination
to a large extent to the activity of the Bogomils of Bulgaria, and their successors in other lands.

Opposing institutions and materialism
The essence of Bogomilism is the duality in the creation of the world. This is exactly why it is considered a heresy.
Bogomils explained the earthly sinful corporeal life as a creation of Satan, an angel that was sent to Earth. Due to
this duality, their doctrine undervalues everything that is created with materialistic and governmental goals and that
does not come from the soul, the only divine possession of the human. Therefore, the established Church, the state,
and the hierarchy is totally undermined by Bogomilism. Its followers refuse to pay taxes, to work in serfdom, or to
fight in conquering wars. The feudal social system was disregarded, which on its part was understood as suggesting
disorder and propelling destruction for the state, the church by its progenitors, that ultimately eradicated the
bogomils.
Karp Strigolnik, who in the 14th century preached the doctrine in Novgorod, explained that St. Paul had taught that
simpleminded men should instruct one another; therefore they elected their "teachers" from among themselves to be
their spiritual guides, and had no special priests. There is a tradition that the Bogomils taught that prayers were to be
said in private houses, not in separate buildings such as churches. Ordination was conferred by the congregation and
not by any specially appointed minister. The congregation were the "elect," and each member could obtain the
perfection of Christ and become a Christ or "Chuist." Marriage was not a sacrament. Scholars agree on that
Bogomils refused to fast on Mondays and Fridays, and that they rejected monasticism. It is also held that they
declared Christ to be the Son of God only through grace like other prophets, and that the bread and wine of the
eucharist were not physically transformed into flesh and blood; that the last judgment would be executed by God and
not by Jesus; that the images and the cross were idols and the veneration of saints and relics idolatry.
These Pauline doctrines have survived in the great Russian sects, and can be traced back to the teachings and
practice of the Bogomils. But in addition to these doctrines of an adoptionist origin, they held the Manichaean
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dualistic conception of the origin of the world. This has been partly preserved in some of their literary remains, and
has taken deep root in the beliefs and traditions of Balkan nations with substantial Bogomil followings. The chief
literature of all the heretical sects throughout the ages has been that of apocryphal Biblical narratives, and the popes
Jeremiah or Bogumil are directly mentioned as authors of such forbidden books "which no orthodox dare read."
Though these writings are mostly of the same origin as those from the older lists of apocryphal books, they
underwent a modification at the hands of their Bogomil editors, so as to be useful for the propagation of their own
specific doctrines.
In its most simple and attractive formÄone at the same time invested with the authority of the reputed holy
authorÄtheir account of the creation of the world and of man; the origin of sin and redemption, the history of the
Cross, and the disputes between body and soul, right and wrong, heaven and hell, were embodied either in
"Historiated Bibles" (Palcyaf) or in special dialogues held between Christ and his disciples, or between renowned
Fathers of the Church who expounded these views in a simple manner adapted to the understanding of the people
(Lucidaria).

History
It is a complicated task to determine the true character and the tenets of any ancient religion, considering that almost
all the information that has reached us comes from their opponents. Much of the heretical literature has been
thoroughly persecuted and burned by the Bulgarian state, the Roman Empire (Byzantine) and the Holy Roman
Empire (Vatican). Some has survived in changed forms in other countries like France or Italy where Bogomilism
was spread under the name Catharism.
Concerning the Bogomils, something can be gathered from the information collected by Euthymius Zigabenus in the
12th century, and from the polemic Against the Newly-Appeared Heresy of the Bogomils written in Slavonic by
Cosmas the Priest, a 10th century Bulgarian official. The old Slavonic lists of forbidden books of the 15th and 16th
century also give us a clue to the discovery of this heretical literature and of the means the Bogomils employed to
carry on their teachings. Much may also be learned from the doctrines of the numerous variations of Bogomilism
which spread in Medieval Kievan Rus' after the 11th century.
According to Slavonic documents, the founder of this sect was a certain priest Bogumil, who "imbibed the
Manichaean teaching and flourished at the time of the Bulgarian emperor Peter" (927-968). According to another
source, the founder was called Jeremiah (or there was another priest associated with him by the name of Jeremiah).
This was the beginning of a revival of the sect, which proved loyal to the empire.
The Slavonic sources are unanimous on the point that his teaching was Manichaean. A Synodikon from the year 1210
adds the names of his pupils or "apostles," Mihail, Todur, Dobri, Stefan, Vasilie and Peter. Zealous missionaries
carried their doctrines far and wide. In 1004, scarcely 25 years after the introduction of Christianity into Kievan Rus,
we hear of a priest Adrian teaching the same doctrines as the Bogomils. He was imprisoned by Leontius, Bishop of
Kiev. In 1125, the Church in the south of Rus had to combat another heresiarch named Dmitri. The Church in
Bulgaria also tried to extirpate Bogomilism. Several thousand went in the army of Alexios I Komnenos against the
Norman, Robert Guiscard; but, deserting the emperor, many of them (1085) were thrown into prison. Efforts were
again put forth for their conversion; and for the converts the new city of Alexiopolis was built, opposite
Philippopolis. When the Crusaders took Constantinople (1204), they found some Paulicians, whom the historian
Geoffrey of Villehardouin calls Popelicans. The popes in Rome whilst leading the Crusade against the Albigenses
did not forget their counterpart in the Balkans and recommended the annihilation of the heretics.
The Legend of Saint Gerard discloses that followers of Bulgarian Bogomilism were present during the early 11th
century in Ahtum's realm, which comprised present day Banat. They invoked Archangel Uriel, whose name is
common in amulets and magic rituals.
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Council against Bogomilism, organized by Stefan
Nemanja. Fresco from 1290

The Bogomils spread westwards and settled first in Serbia; but at the
end of the 12th century Stefan Nemanja, Great �upan of Serbia,
expelled them from the country. Large numbers took refuge in Bosnia,
where they were known under the name of Patarenes or Patareni.
There, they were also brought into connection with the indigenous
Bosnian Church, which was also considered heretical by the Pope and
Byzantines, but was not actually Bogomil in nature. From Bosnia, their
influence extended into Italy (Piedmont). The Hungarians undertook
many crusades against the heretics in Bosnia, but towards the close of
the 15th century, the conquest of that country by the Turks put an end
to their persecution. It is alleged that a large number of the Bosnian
Paterenes, and especially the nobles, embraced Islam. Few or no

remnants of Bogomilism have survived in Bosnia. The Ritual in Slavonic written by the Bosnian Radoslav, and
published in vol. xv. of the Starine of the South Slavonic Academy at Agram, shows great resemblance to the Cathar
ritual published by Cunitz, 1853. See F Ra�ki, "Bogomili i Paternai" in Rad, vols. vii., viii. and x. (Agram, 1870);
Dollinger, Beitr¦ge zur Ketzergeschichte des Mittelalters, 2 vols. (Munich, 1890).

In 970 the emperor John I Tzimiskes transplanted no less than 200,000 Armenian Paulicians to Europe and settled
them in the neighbourhood of Philippopolis (today's Plovdiv in Thrace).
Under Turkish rule, the Armenian Paulicians lived in relative safety in their ancient stronghold near Philippopolis,
and further northward. Linguistically, they were assimilated into the Bulgarians, by whom they were called
pavlikiani. In 1650, the Roman Catholic Church gathered them into its fold. No less than fourteen villages near
Nicopolis, in Moesia, embraced Catholicism, as well as the villages around Philippopolis. A colony of Paulicians in
the Wallachian village of Cioplea near Bucharest also followed the example of their brethren across the Danube.
In the 18th century, the Paulician people from around Nicopolis were persecuted by the Turks, presumably on
religious grounds, and a good part of them fled across the Danube and settled in the Banat region that was part of the
Austrian Empire at the time, and became known as Banat Bulgarians. There are still over ten thousand Banat
Bulgarians in Banat today in the villages of Dudeôtii Vechi, Vinga, Breôtea and also in the city of Timiôoara, with a
few in Arad; however, they no longer practice their religion, having converted to Roman Catholicism. There are also
a few villages of Paulicians in the Serbian part of Banat, especially the villages of Ivanovo and Belo Blato, near
Pan�evo.

Legacy

Link with later religious movements
The Bogomils were the connecting link between the so-called heretical sects of the East and those of the West. They
were, moreover, the most active agents in disseminating such teachings in Kievan Rus' and among all the nations of
Europe. In the 12th and 13th century, the Bogomils were already known in the West as "Cathars" or in other places
as "Bulgari", i.e. Bulgarians (��	
��). In 1207 the Bulgarorum heresis is mentioned. In 1223 the Albigenses are
declared to be the local Bougres, and in the same period mention is made of the "Pope of the Albigenses who resided
within the confines of Bulgaria" (see also Nicetas, Bogomil bishop). The Cathars and Patarenes, the Waldenses, the
Anabaptists, and in Russia the Strigolniki, Molokani and Doukhobors, have all at different times been either
identified with the Bogomils or closely connected with them.
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In modern and popular culture
In Foucault's Pendulum, a novel by the Italian philosopher and writer Umberto Eco, the plot concerning a
widespread secret and mystic conspiracy has its ground in the disappearance of the Bogomils after the fall of the
Second Bulgarian Empire under the rule of the Ottoman Empire.
The Secret Book is a Macedonian feature film combining the detective, thriller and conspiracy fiction genres, based
on a fictional story of the quest for the original Slavic language "Secret Book", written by the Bogomils in Bulgaria
and carried to Western Europe during the Middle Ages.
An English profanity and the name of a crime emerged from reports of the Bogomils by the Catholic Church. The
words "bugger" and "buggery" emerged, by way of the word "bougre" in French, from "Bulgar" (Bulgarian), which
was understood to mean the Bogomils, who were believed to be devoted to the practice of sodomy.[8] "Buggery" first
appears in English in 1330, though "bugger" in a sexual sense is not recorded until 1555.[9]

Bogomil Cove on Rugged Island in the South Shetland Islands, Antarctica is named after Priest Bogomil.
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Catharism
Catharism was a name given to a Christian religious sect with dualistic and gnostic elements that appeared in the
Languedoc region of France and other parts of Europe in the 11th century and flourished in the 12th and 13th
centuries. Catharism had its roots in the Paulician movement in Armenia and the Bogomils of Bulgaria which took
influences from the Paulicians.

Introduction
Like many medieval movements, there were various schools of thought and practice amongst the Cathari; some were
dualistic (believing in a God of Good and a God of Evil), others Gnostic, some closer to orthodoxy while abstaining
from an acceptance of Catholicism. The dualist theology was the most prominent, however, and was based upon an
asserted complete incompatibility of love and power. As matter was seen as a manifestation of power, it was
believed to be incompatible with love.
The Cathari did not believe in one all-encompassing god, but in two, both equal and comparable in status. They held
that the physical world was evil and created by Rex Mundi (translated from Latin as "king of the world"), who
encompassed all that was corporeal, chaotic and powerful; the second god, the one whom they worshipped, was
entirely disincarnate: a being or principle of pure spirit and completely unsullied by the taint of matter. He was the
god of love, order and peace.
According to some Cathars, the purpose of man's life on Earth was to transcend matter, perpetually renouncing
anything connected with the principle of power and thereby attaining union with the principle of love. According to
others, man's purpose was to reclaim or redeem matter, spiritualising and transforming it.
This placed them at odds with the Catholic Church regarding material creation, on behalf of which Jesus had died, as
being intrinsically evil and implying that God, whose word had created the world in the beginning, was a usurper.
Furthermore, as the Cathars saw matter as intrinsically evil, they denied that Jesus could become incarnate and still
be the son of God. Cathars vehemently repudiated the significance of the crucifixion and the cross. In fact, to the
Cathars, Rome's opulent and luxurious Church seemed a palpable embodiment and manifestation on Earth of Rex
Mundi's sovereignty.
The Catholic Church regarded the sect as dangerously heretical. Faced with the rapid spread of the movement across
the Languedoc region, the Church first sought peaceful attempts at conversion, undertaken by Dominicans. These
were not very successful and after the murder on 15 January 1208 of the papal legate Pierre de Castelnau by a knight
in the employ of Count Raymond of Toulouse, the Church called for a crusade. This was carried out by knights from
northern France and Germany and was known as the Albigensian Crusade.
The papal legate had involved himself in a dispute between the rivals Count of Baux and Count Raymond of
Toulouse and it is possible that his assassination had little to do with Catharism. The anti-Cathar Albigensian
Crusade, and the inquisition which followed it, entirely eradicated the Cathars.[1] The Albigensian Crusade had the
effect of greatly weakening the semi-independent southern Principalities such as Toulouse and ultimately bringing
them under direct control of the King of France.
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Name

Cathars being expelled from Carcassonne in 1209

There is consensus that Cathars is a name given to the movement and
not one that its members chose. Indeed, the Cathars had no official
name, preferring to refer to themselves only as Good Men and Good
Women or Good Christians. The most popular theory is that the word
Cathar most likely originated from Greek ®êõêúä¡ (Katharoi),
meaning "pure ones", a term related to the word Katharsis or Catharsis,
meaning "purification". The first recorded use of the word is by
religious authority Eckbert von Schªnau, who wrote regarding the
so-called heretics in Cologne in 1181: Hos nostra Germania catharos
appellat ("Our Germany calls them Cathars").

The Cathars were also sometimes referred to as the Albigensians
(Albigeois). This name originates from the end of the 12th century, and
was used by the chronicler Geoffroy du Breuil of Vigeois in 1181. The
name refers to the town of Albi (the ancient Albiga), northeast of Toulouse. The designation is misleading as the
movement had no centre and is known to have flourished in several European countries (from Catalonia to the
Rhineland and from Italy to Belgium). Use of the name came from the fact that a debate was held in Albi between
priests and the Cathars; no conclusion was reached, but from then on it was assumed in France that Cathars were
supporters of the "Albigensian doctrine". However, few inhabitants of Albi were actually Cathars, and the city gladly
retained its Catholicism during the crusade. (Indeed, the mammoth cathedral at Albi was built in this period, as
something of a show of force against Catharism.)

Origins
The Cathars' beliefs are thought to have come originally from Eastern Europe and the Byzantine Empire by way of
trade routes. The name of Bulgarians (Bougres) was also applied to the Albigenses, and they maintained an
association with the similar Christian movement of the Bogomils ("Friends of God") of Thrace. Their doctrines have
numerous resemblances to those of the Bogomils and the earlier Paulicians as well as the Manicheans and the
Christian Gnostics of the first few centuries AD, although, as many scholars, most notably Mark Pegg, have pointed
out, it would be erroneous to extrapolate direct, historical connections based on theoretical similarities perceived by
modern scholars. Much of our existing knowledge of the Cathars is derived from their opponents, the writings of the
Cathars mostly having been destroyed because of the doctrinal threat perceived by the Papacy. For this reason it is
likely, as with most heretical movements of the period, that we have only a partial view of their beliefs. Conclusions
about Cathar ideology continue to be fiercely debated with commentators regularly accusing their opponents of
speculation, distortion and bias. There are a few texts from the Cathars themselves which were preserved by their
opponents (the Rituel Cathare de Lyon) which give a glimpse of the inner workings of their faith, but these still leave
many questions unanswered. One large text which has survived, The Book of Two Principles (Liber de duobus
principiis),[2] elaborates the principles of dualistic theology from the point of view of some of the Albanenses
Cathars.
It is now generally agreed by most scholars that identifiable Catharism did not emerge until at least 1143, when the
first confirmed report of a group espousing similar beliefs is reported being active at Cologne by the cleric Eberwin
of Steinfeld.[3] A landmark in the "institutional history" of the Cathars was the Council, held in 1167 at
Saint-F¢lix-Lauragais, attended by many local figures and also by the Bogomil papa Nicetas, the Cathar bishop of
(northern) France and a leader of the Cathars of Lombardy.
Although there are certainly similarities in theology and practice between Gnostic/dualist groups of Late Antiquity 
(such as the Marcionites, Manichaeans and Ebionites) and the Cathars, there was not a direct link between the two;
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Manichaeanism died out in the West by the 7th century. The Cathars were largely a homegrown, Western
European/Latin Christian phenomenon, springing up in the Rhineland cities (particularly Cologne) in the mid-12th
century, northern France around the same time, and particularly southern FranceÄthe LanguedocÄand the northern
Italian cities in the mid-late 12th century. In the Languedoc and northern Italy, the Cathars would enjoy their greatest
popularity, surviving in the Languedoc, in much reduced form, up to around 1325 and in the Italian cities until the
Inquisitions of the 1260sÅ1300s finally rooted them out.[4]

General beliefs
Cathars, in general, formed an anti-sacerdotal party in opposition to the Catholic Church, protesting what they
perceived to be the moral, spiritual and political corruption of the Church. They claimed an Apostolic succession
from the founders of Christianity, and saw Rome as having betrayed and corrupted the original purity of the
message, particularly since Pope Sylvester I accepted the Donation of Constantine (which at the time was believed to
be genuine).

... they usually say of themselves that they are good Christians, ... hold the faith of the Lord Jesus Christ and
his gospel as the apostles taught ... occupy the place of the apostles....
...they talk to the laity of the evil lives of the clerks and prelates of the Roman Church...
... they attack and vituperate, in turn, all the sacraments of the Church, especially the sacrament of the
eucharist, saying that it cannot contain the body of Christ...
Of baptism, they assert that the water is material and corruptible ... and cannot sanctify the soul...
... they claim that confession made to the priests of the Roman Church is useless... They assert, moreover, that
the cross of Christ should not be adored or venerated...
Moreover they read from the Gospels and the Epistles in the vulgar tongue, applying and expounding them in
their favour and against the condition of the Roman Church...

Å Bernard Gui, On the Albigensians

Sacred texts
Besides the New Testament, Cathar sacred texts include The Gospel of the Secret Supper, or John's Interrogation[5]

and The Book of the Two Principles.

Human condition
The Cathars believed there existed within mankind a spark of divine light. This light, or spirit, had fallen into
captivity within a realm of corruption identified with the physical body and world. This was a distinct feature of
classical Gnosticism, of Manichaeism and of the theology of the Bogomils. This concept of the human condition
within Catharism was most probably due to direct and indirect historical influences from these older (and sometimes
violently suppressed) Gnostic movements. According to the Cathars, the world had been created by a lesser deity,
much like the figure known in classical Gnostic myth as the Demiurge. This creative force was identified with Satan;
most forms of classical Gnosticism had not made this explicit link between the Demiurge and Satan. Spirit, the vital
essence of humanity, was thus trapped in a polluted world created by a usurper God and ruled by his corrupt
minions.
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Eschatology
The goal of Cathar eschatology was liberation from the realm of limitation and corruption identified with material
existence. The path to liberation first required an awakening to the intrinsic corruption of the medieval "consensus
reality", including its ecclesiastical, dogmatic, and social structures. Once cognizant of the grim existential reality of
human existence (the "prison" of matter), the path to spiritual liberation became obvious: matter's enslaving bonds
must be broken. This was a step-by-step process, accomplished in different measures by each individual. The
Cathars accepted the idea of reincarnation. Those who were unable to achieve liberation during their current mortal
journey would return another time to continue the struggle for perfection. Thus, it should be understood that being
reincarnated was neither inevitable nor desirable, and that it occurred because not all humans could break the
enthralling chains of matter within a single lifetime.

Consolamentum
Cathar society was divided into two general categories, the Perfecti (Perfects, Parfaits) and the Credentes
(Believers). The Perfecti formed the core of the movement, though the actual number of Perfecti in Cathar society
was always relatively small, numbering perhaps a few thousand at any one time. Regardless of their number, they
represented the perpetuating heart of the Cathar tradition, the "true Christian Church", as they styled themselves.
(When discussing the tenets of Cathar faith it must be understood that the demands of extreme asceticism fell only
upon the Perfecti.)
An individual entered into the community of Perfecti through a ritual known as the consolamentum, a rite that was
both sacramental and sacerdotal in nature: sacramental in that it granted redemption and liberation from this world;
sacerdotal in that those who had received this rite functioned in some ways as the Cathar clergyÄthough the idea of
priesthood was explicitly rejected. The consolamentum was the baptism of the Holy Spirit, baptismal regeneration,
absolution, and ordination all in one. The ritual consisted of the laying on of hands (and the transfer of the spirit) in a
manner believed to have been passed down in unbroken succession from Jesus Christ. Upon reception of the
consolamentum, the new Perfectus surrendered his or her worldly goods to the community, vested himself in a
simple black or blue robe with cord belt, and sought to undertake a life dedicated to following the example of Christ
and his Apostles Ä an often peripatetic life devoted to purity, prayer, preaching and charitable work. Above all, the
Perfecti were dedicated to enabling others to find the road that led from the dark land ruled by the dark lord, to the
realm of light which they believed to be humankind's first source and ultimate end.
While the Perfecti pledged themselves to ascetic lives of simplicity, frugality and purity, Cathar credentes (believers)
were not expected to adopt the same stringent lifestyle. They were, however, expected to refrain from eating meat
and dairy products, from killing and from swearing oaths. Catharism was above all a populist religion and the
numbers of those who considered themselves "believers" in the late 12th century included a sizeable portion of the
population of Languedoc, counting among them many noble families and courts. These individuals often drank, ate
meat, and led relatively normal lives within medieval societyÄin contrast to the Perfecti, whom they honoured as
exemplars. Though unable to embrace the life of chastity, the credentes looked toward an eventual time when this
would be their calling and path.
Many credentes would also eventually receive the consolamentum as death drew nearÄperforming the ritual of
liberation at a moment when the heavy obligations of purity required of Perfecti would be temporally short. Some of
those who received the sacrament of the consolamentum upon their death-beds may thereafter have shunned further
food or drink in order to speed death. This has been termed the endura.[6] It was claimed by Catharism's opponents
that by such self-imposed starvation, the Cathars were committing suicide in order to escape this world. Other than at
such moments of extremis, little evidence exists to suggest this was a common Cathar practice.[7]
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Theology
The Catharist concept of Jesus resembled modalistic monarchianism (Sabellianism) in the West and adoptionism in
the East.[8] [9] Some Cathari adhered to a concept of Jesus that might be called docetistic, believing that Jesus had
been a manifestation of spirit unbounded by the limitations of matterÄa sort of divine spirit or feeling manifesting
within human beings. Many embraced the Gospel of John as their most sacred text, and many rejected the traditional
view of the Old TestamentÄproclaiming that the God of the Old Testament was really the devil, or creative
demiurge. They proclaimed that there was a higher GodÄthe True GodÄand Jesus was variously described as being
that True God or his messenger. These are views similar to those of Marcion, though Marcion never identified the
creative demiurge with Satan, nor said that he was (strictly speaking) evil, merely harsh and dictatorial.
The God found in the Old Testament had nothing to do with the God of Love known to Cathars. The Old Testament
God had created the world as a prison, and demanded from the "prisoners" fearful obedience and worship. The
Cathari claimed that this god was in fact a blind usurper who under the most false pretexts, tormented and murdered
those whom he called, all too possessively, "his children". The false god was, by the Cathari, called Rex Mundi, or
The King of the World. This exegesis upon the Old Testament was not unique to the Cathars: it echoes views found
in earlier Gnostic movements and foreshadows later critical voices. The dogma of the Trinity and the sacrament of
the Eucharist, among others, were rejected as abominations. Belief in metempsychosis, or the transmigration of
souls, resulted in the rejection of Hell and Purgatory, which were and are dogmas of the Catholic faith. For the
Cathars, this world was the only hellÄthere was nothing to fear after death, save perhaps rebirth.
While this is the understanding of Cathar theology related by the Catholic Church, crucial to the study of the Cathars
is their fundamental disagreement with both the Christian interpretation of the Doctrine of "resurrection" (cryptically
referred to in Isaiah££26:19 and Daniel££12:2) as a doctrine of the physical raising of a dead body from the grave. In
the book "Massacre at Monts¢gur" the Cathars are referred to as "Western Buddhists" because of their belief that the
Doctrine of "resurrection" taught by Jesus was, in fact, similar to the Buddhist Doctrine of Rebirth (referred to as
"reincarnation").[10] This challenge to the orthodox Christian interpretation of the "resurrection" reflected a conflict
previously witnessed during the 2nd and 3rd centuries between Gnosticism and developing orthodox Christian
theology.

Social relationships
From the theological underpinnings of the Cathar faith there came practical injunctions that were considered
destabilising to the morals of medieval society. For instance, Cathars rejected the giving of oaths as wrongful; an
oath served to place one under the domination of the Demiurge and the world. To reject oaths in this manner was
seen as anarchic in a society where illiteracy was widespread and almost all business transactions and pledges of
allegiance were based on the giving of oaths.
Sexual intercourse and reproduction propagated the slavery of spirit to flesh, hence procreation was considered
undesirable. Informal relationships were considered preferable to marriage among Cathar credentes. Perfecti were
supposed to have observed complete celibacy, and eventual separation from a partner would be necessary for those
who would become Perfecti. For the credentes however, sexual activity was not prohibited, but procreation was
strongly discouraged, resulting in the charge by their opponents of sexual perversion. The common English insult
"bugger" is derived from "Bulgar", the notion that Cathars followed the "Bulgarian heresy" whose teaching included
sexual activities which skirted procreation.
Killing was abhorrent to the Cathars. Consequently, abstention from all animal food (sometimes exempting fish) was
enjoined of the Perfecti. The Perfecti apparently avoided eating anything considered to be a by-product of sexual
reproduction Äwar and capital punishment were also condemned, an abnormality in the medieval age. As a
consequence of their rejection of oaths, Cathars also rejected marriage vows. Such was the situation, that when
called before the Inquisition, one accused of Catharism needed only to show that he was married for the case to be
immediately dismissed.
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Such teachings, both in theological intent and practical consequence, brought upon the Cathars condemnation from
religious and secular authorities as being the enemies of Christian faith and of social order.

This portrays the story of a disputation between
Saint Dominic and the Cathars (Albigensians), in

which the books of both were thrown on a fire
and St. Dominic's books were miraculously

preserved from the flames. Painting by Pedro
Berruguete

Suppression

In 1147, Pope Eugene III sent a legate to the Cathar district in order to
arrest the progress of the Cathars. The few isolated successes of
Bernard of Clairvaux could not obscure the poor results of this
mission, which clearly showed the power of the sect in the Languedoc
at that period. The missions of Cardinal Peter of St. Chrysogonus to
Toulouse and the Toulousain in 1178, and of Henry of Marcy,
cardinal-bishop of Albano, in 1180Å81, obtained merely momentary
successes. Henry's armed expedition, which took the stronghold at
Lavaur, did not extinguish the movement.

Decisions of Catholic Church councilsÄin particular, those of the
Council of Tours (1163) and of the Third Council of the Lateran
(1179)Ähad scarcely more effect upon the Cathars. When Pope
Innocent III came to power in 1198, he was resolved to deal with them.

At first Innocent tried pacific conversion, and sent a number of legates
into the Cathar regions. They had to contend not only with the Cathars,
the nobles who protected them, and the people who venerated them,
but also with many of the bishops of the region, who resented the
considerable authority the Pope had conferred upon his legates. In
1204, Innocent III suspended a number of bishops in Occitania; in
1205 he appointed a new and vigorous bishop of Toulouse, the former
troubadour Foulques. In 1206 Diego of Osma and his canon, the future Saint Dominic, began a programme of
conversion in Languedoc; as part of this, Catholic-Cathar public debates were held at Verfeil, Servian, Pamiers,
Montr¢al and elsewhere.

Saint Dominic met and debated the Cathars in 1203 during his mission to the Languedoc. He concluded that only
preachers who displayed real sanctity, humility and asceticism could win over convinced Cathar believers. The
official Church as a rule did not possess these spiritual warrants.[11] His conviction led eventually to the
establishment of the Dominican Order in 1216. The order was to live up to the terms of his famous rebuke, "Zeal
must be met by zeal, humility by humility, false sanctity by real sanctity, preaching falsehood by preaching truth."
However, even St. Dominic managed only a few converts among the Cathari.

Albigensian Crusade
In January 1208 the papal legate, Pierre de Castelnau was sent to meet the ruler of the area, Count Raymond VI of 
Toulouse. Known for excommunicating noblemen who protected the Cathars, Castelnau excommunicated Raymond 
as an abettor of heresy following an allegedly fierce argument during which Raymond supposedly threatened 
Castelnau with violence. Shortly thereafter, Castelnau was murdered as he returned to Rome, allegedly by a knight in 
the service of Count Raymond. His body was returned and laid to rest in the Abbey at Saint Gilles. As soon as he 
heard of the murder, the Pope ordered the legates to preach a crusade against the Cathars and wrote a letter to Phillip 
Augustus, King of France, appealing for his interventionÄor an intervention led by his son, Louis. This was not the 
first appeal but some have seen the murder of the legate as a turning point in papal policyÄwhereas it might be more 
accurate to see it as a fortuitous event in allowing the Pope to excite popular opinion and to renew his pleas for 
intervention in the south. The entirely biased chronicler of the crusade which was to follow, Peter de Vaux de
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Cernay, portrays the sequence of events in such a way as to make us believe that, having failed in his effort to
peacefully demonstrate the errors of Catharism, the Pope then called a formal crusade, appointing a series of leaders
to head the assault. The French King refused to lead the crusade himself, nor could he spare his sonÄdespite his
victory against John of England, there were still pressing issues with Flanders and the empire and the threat of an
Angevin revival. Phillip did however sanction the participation of some of his more bellicose and ambitiousÄsome
might say dangerousÄbarons, notably Simon de Montfort and Bouchard de Marly. There followed twenty years of
war against the Cathars and their allies in the Languedoc: the Albigensian Crusade.
This war pitted the nobles of the north of France against those of the south. The widespread northern enthusiasm for
the Crusade was partially inspired by a papal decree permitting the confiscation of lands owned by Cathars and their
supporters. This not only angered the lords of the south but also the French King, who was at least nominally the
suzerain of the lords whose lands were now open to despoliation and seizure. Phillip Augustus wrote to Pope
Innocent in strong terms to point this outÄbut the Pope did not change his policyÄand many of those who went to
the Midi were aware that the Pope had been equivocal over the siege of Zara and the seizure and looting of
Constantinople. As the Languedoc was supposedly teeming with Cathars and Cathar sympathisers, this made the
region a target for northern French noblemen looking to acquire new fiefs. The barons of the north headed south to
do battle, their first target the lands of the Trencavel, powerful lords of Albi, Carcassonne and the RazesÄbut a
family with few allies in the Midi. Little was thus done to form a regional coalition and the crusading army was able
to take Carcassonne, the Trencavel capital by duplicitous methods, incarcerating Raymond Roger in his own citadel
where he died, allegedly of natural causes; champions of the Occitan cause from that day to this believe he was
murdered. Simon de Montfort was granted the Trencavel lands by the Pope and did homage for them to the King of
France, thus incurring the enmity of Peter of Aragon who had held aloof from the conflict, even acting as a mediator
at the time of the siege of Carcassonne. The remainder of the first of the two Cathar wars now essentially focused on
Simon's attempt to hold on to his fabulous gains through winters where he was faced, with only a small force of
confederates operating from the main winter camp at Fanjeau, with the desertion of local lords who had sworn fealty
to him out of necessityÄand attempts to enlarge his new found domains in the summer when his forces were greatly
augmented by reinforcements from northern France, Germany and elsewhere. Summer campaigns saw him not only
retake, sometimes with brutal reprisals, what he had lost in the 'close' season, but also seek to widen his sphere of
operationÄand we see him in action in the Aveyron at St. Antonin and on the banks of the Rhone at Beaucaire.
Simon's greatest triumph was the victory against superior numbers at the Battle of MuretÄa battle which saw not
only the defeat of Raymond of Toulouse and his Occitan alliesÄbut also the death of Peter of AragonÄand the
effective end of the ambitions of the house of Aragon/Barcelona in the Languedoc. This was in the medium and
longer term of much greater significance to the royal house of France than it was to De MontfortÄand with the
battle of Bouvines was to secure the position of Philip Augustus vis a vis England and the Empire. The Battle of
Muret was a massive step in the creation of the unified French kingdom and the country we know todayÄalthough
Edward III, the Black Prince and Henry V would threaten later to shake these foundations.

Massacre
The crusader army came under the command, both spiritually and militarily, of the papal legate Arnaud-Amaury,
Abbot of C�teaux. In the first significant engagement of the war, the town of B¢ziers was besieged on 22 July 1209.
The Catholic inhabitants of the city were granted the freedom to leave unharmed, but many refused and opted to stay
and fight alongside the Cathars.
The Cathars spent much of 1209 fending off the crusaders. The leader of the crusaders, Simon de Montfort, resorted
to primitive psychological warfare. He ordered his troops to gouge out the eyes of 100 prisoners, cut off their noses
and lips, then send them back to the towers led by a prisoner with one remaining eye. This only served to harden the
resolve of the Cathars.[12]
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The B¢ziers army attempted a sortie but was quickly defeated, then pursued by the crusaders back through the gates
and into the city. Arnaud, the Cistercian abbot-commander, is supposed to have been asked how to tell Cathars from
Catholics. His reply, recalled by Caesar of Heisterbach, a fellow Cistercian, thirty years later was "Caedite eos. Novit
enim Dominus qui sunt eius."Ä"Kill them all, the Lord will recognise His own."[13] [14] The doors of the church of
St Mary Magdalene were broken down and the refugees dragged out and slaughtered. Reportedly, 7,000 people died
there. Elsewhere in the town many more thousands were mutilated and killed. Prisoners were blinded, dragged
behind horses, and used for target practice.[15] What remained of the city was razed by fire. Arnaud wrote to Pope
Innocent III, "Today your Holiness, twenty thousand heretics were put to the sword, regardless of rank, age, or
sex."[16] [17] The permanent population of B¢ziers at that time was then probably no more than 5,000, but local
refugees seeking shelter within the city walls could conceivably have increased the number to 20,000.
After the success of his siege of Carcassonne, which followed the massacre at B¢ziers, Simon de Montfort was
designated as leader of the Crusader army. Prominent opponents of the Crusaders were Raymond-Roger de
Trencavel, viscount of Carcassonne, and his feudal overlord Peter II, the king of Aragon, who held fiefdoms and had
a number of vassals in the region. Peter died fighting against the crusade on 12 September 1213 at the Battle of
Muret.

Treaty and persecution
The war ended in the Treaty of Paris (1229), by which the king of France dispossessed the house of Toulouse of the
greater part of its fiefs, and that of the Trencavels (Viscounts of B¢ziers and Carcassonne) of the whole of their fiefs.
The independence of the princes of the Languedoc was at an end. But in spite of the wholesale massacre of Cathars
during the war, Catharism was not yet extinguished.
In 1215, the bishops of the Catholic Church met at the Fourth Council of the Lateran under Pope Innocent III. One of
the key goals of the council was to combat the heresy of the Cathars.
The Inquisition was established in 1229 to uproot the remaining Cathars. Operating in the south at Toulouse, Albi,
Carcassonne and other towns during the whole of the 13th century, and a great part of the 14th, it finally succeeded
in extirpating the movement. Cathars who refused to recant were hanged, or burnt at the stake.[18]

From May 1243 to March 1244, the Cathar fortress of Monts¢gur was besieged by the troops of the seneschal of
Carcassonne and the archbishop of Narbonne. On 16 March 1244, a large and symbolically important massacre took
place, where over 200 Cathar Perfects were burnt in an enormous fire at the prat des cramats near the foot of the
castle. Moreover, the Church decreed lesser chastisements against laymen suspected of sympathy with Cathars, at
the 1235 Council of Narbonne.[19]
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Inquisitors required heretical sympathisers -
repentant first offenders - to sew a yellow

cross onto their clothes.[20]

A popular though as yet unsubstantiated theory holds that a small party of
Cathar Perfects escaped from the fortress before the massacre at prat des
cramats. It is widely held in the Cathar region to this day that the
escapees took with them le tresor cathar. What this treasure consisted of
has been a matter of considerable speculation: claims range from sacred
Gnostic texts to the Cathars' accumulated wealth.

Hunted by the Inquisition and deserted by the nobles of their districts, the
Cathars became more and more scattered fugitives: meeting
surreptitiously in forests and mountain wilds. Later insurrections broke
out under the leadership of Bernard of Foix, Aimery of Narbonne and
Bernard D¢licieux (a Franciscan friar later prosecuted for his adherence to
another heretical movement, that of the Spiritual Franciscans) at the
beginning of the 14th century. But by this time the Inquisition had grown
very powerful. Consequently, many were summoned to appear before it.
Precise indications of this are found in the registers of the Inquisitors,
Bernard of Caux, Jean de St Pierre, Geoffroy d'Ablis, and others. The
parfaits only rarely recanted, and hundreds were burnt. Repentant lay
believers were punished, but their lives were spared as long as they did
not relapse. Having recanted, they were obliged to sew yellow crosses
onto their outdoor clothing and to live apart from other Catholics, at least for a while.

Annihilation
After several decades of harassment and re-proselytising, and perhaps even more importantly, the systematic
destruction of their scripture, the sect was exhausted and could find no more adepts. The leaders of a Cathar revival
in the Pyrenean foothills, Pierre and Jacques Autier, were executed in 1310. Catharism disappeared from the
northern Italian cities after the 1260s, under pressure from the Inquisition. After 1330, the records of the Inquisition
contain very few proceedings against Cathars. The last known Cathar perfectus in the Languedoc, Guillaume
B¢libaste, was executed in 1321.
Other movements, such as the Waldensians and the pantheistic Brethren of the Free Spirit, which suffered
persecution in the same area survived in remote areas and in small numbers into the 14th and 15th centuries. Some
Waldensian ideas were absorbed into early Protestant sects, such as the Hussites, Lollards, and the Moravian Church
(Herrnhuters of Germany). It is possible that Cathar ideas were too.

Later history
After the suppression of Catharism, the descendants of Cathars were at times required to live outside towns and their
defences. They thus retained a certain Cathar identity, despite having returned to the Catholic religion.
Any use of the term "Cathar" to refer to people after the suppression of Catharism in the 14th century is a cultural or
ancestral reference, and has no religious implication. Nevertheless, interest in the Cathars, their history, legacy and
beliefs continues. The publication of the book Crusade against the Grail by the young German Otto Rahn in the
1930s rekindled interest in the connection between the Cathars and the Holy Grail. Rahn was convinced that the 13th
century work Parzival by Wolfram von Eschenbach was a veiled account of the Cathars. His research attracted the
attention of the Nazi government and in particular of Heinrich Himmler, who made him archaeologist in the SS.
Also, the Cathars have been depicted in popular books such as The Holy Blood and the Holy Grail.
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Pays Cathare

The castle of Monts¢gur was razed after 1244; the
current fortress follows French military

architecture of the 17th century

The term Pays Cathare, French meaning "Cathar Country" is used to
highlight the Cathar heritage and history of the region where Catharism
was traditionally strongest. This area is centred around fortresses such
as Monts¢gur and Carcassonne; also the French d¢partement of the
Aude uses the title Pays Cathare in tourist brochures.[21] These areas
have ruins from the wars against the Cathars which are still visible
today.

Some criticise the promotion of the identity of Pays Cathare as an
exaggeration for tourist purposes. Actually, most of the promoted
Cathar castles were not built by Cathars but by local lords and later
many of them were rebuilt and extended for strategic purposes. Good
examples of these are the magnificent castles of Queribus and Peyrepetuse which are both perched on the side of
precipitous drops on the last folds of the Corbieres mountains. They were for several hundred years frontier
fortresses belonging to the French crown and most of what you will see there today in their well preserved remains
dates from a post-Cathar era. The Cathars sought refuge at these sites. Many consider the County of Foix to be the
actual historical centre of Catharism.

Modern adherents
Some residents of the Pays Cathare identify themselves as Cathars today. This does not mean they claim to be
Cathar by religion (the local religion is overwhelmingly Roman Catholicism). They claim to be descended from the
Cathars of the Middle Ages, and therefore Cathar as an identity. It can be safely assumed that many inhabitants of
these areas have some ancestors who were Cathars.

Legacy in art and music
The principal legacy of the Cathar movement is in the poems and songs of the Cathar troubadors, though this artistic
legacy is only a smaller part of the wider Proven�al and Occitan linguistic and artistic heritage. Recent artistic
projects concentrating on the Cathar element in Proven�al and troubador art include commercial recording projects
by Thomas Binkley,[22] La Nef,[23] and Jordi Savall.[24]
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www. bbc. co. uk/ iplayer/ console/ p005488v/ In_Our_Time_Catharism))
á Catharism and the Cathars of the Languedoc - history, origins, theology and extirpation (http:/ / www.

castlesandmanorhouses. com/ cathars)
á Cathar castles, details, histories, photographs, plans and maps of 30 Cathar Castles (http:/ / www. catharcastles.

info/ )
á Cathar castles: Interactive map (http:/ / www. aude-aude. com/ content/ view/ 81/ 40)
á The Gnostic Society Library - Cathar texts (http:/ / www. gnosis. org/ library/ cathtx. htm)
á Catholic Encyclopaedia article (http:/ / www. newadvent. org/ cathen/ 03435a. htm), 1917
á The New York Times, 9 May 2010. The Besieged and the Beautiful in Languedoc, by Tony Perrottet (http:/ /

travel. nytimes. com/ 2010/ 05/ 09/ travel/ 09Languedoc. html)
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á  £Chisholm, Hugh, ed (1911). "Albigenses". Encyclopìdia Britannica (Eleventh ed.). Cambridge University
Press.

Tondrakians
Tondrakians (Armenian: §¨©ª«¬®¬©©®«) were members of an anti-feudal, heretical Christian sect that
flourished in medieval Armenia between the early 9th century and 11th century and centered around the city of
Tondrak, north of Lake Van in Western Armenia.

History
The founder of the movement was Smbat Zarehavantsi, who advocated the abolishment of the Church along with all
of its traditional rites. Tondrakians denied the immortality of the soul, the afterlife, the church and its feudal rights.
They supported property rights for peasants, as well as equality between men and women. Tondrakians organized
their communities in much the same fashion as did the early Christians under the Roman Empire during the first
three centuries. They also participated in the peasant revolts of the tenth century, particularly in Ayrarat and Syunik.
The Tondrakian movement resembled the Paulician movement in many ways, and various scholars consider it a
continuation of the Paulician movement under different conditions, when Armenia was independent. The Paulician
movement was of a social nature and simultaneously a resistance movement, directed against the Arabs and
Byzantines, while the Tondrakian movement primarily had a social character and was used as a tool for class
warfare.

Background
In the early tenth century many regions of Armenia were undergoing peasant uprisings, which also first began in
forms of open social protests, eventually adopting religious aspects. Contemporary historian and eyewitness
Hovhanes Draskhanakertsi describes how the peasants of Ayrarat fought against their feudal lords and landowners:
destroying their castles and property. Peasant revolts appear also in Syunik. After the construction of Tatev
Monastery was completed in 906 the ownership of the adjacent villages was transferred by a special princely edict to
the monks of the monastery. Flatly rejecting to obey this edict, the peasants of Tsuraberd, Tamalek, Aveladasht and
other villages carry on a prolonged struggle against the churchgoers. Several times this revolt transformed into an
open uprising. With the aid of Smbat, the prince of Syunik, the monastery managed after a while to take control of
Aveladasht and Tamalek. The struggle to take control of Tsuraberd bore a bloodier nature. Here the peasants
attacked the monastery and plundered it. Smbat eventually suppressed the uprising. However, after a short while the
people of Tsuraberd revolted again. Peasant uprisings continued with interruptions throughout the tenth century. In
990, the King of Syunik, Vasak, burned down Tsuraberd and pacified its inhabitants. This led to the widespread
acceptance of the Tondrakian movement among the lower classes of people in the late tenth century.

Resurgence
After the suppression of the peasant revolts, the Tondrakians suffered a minor decline. However, by the beginning of
the eleventh century the movement enveloped many regions of Armenia. Tondrakian villages and communities
appeared in Upper Armenia, Vaspurakan, Mokq and other provinces. Historians mention various leaders of the
Tondrakians of this time such as Thoros, Ananes, Hakop and Sarkis. The wide acceptance of the movement began to
worry secular and spiritual feudal lords, Byzantine authorities and even Muslims.
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Decline
Armenian secular and spiritual feudal lords joined forces with neighbouring Muslim Arab emirs as well as
Byzantines in the persecution of Tondrakians. The movement quickly spread to Shirak, Turuberan and the Armenian
regions of Taron, Hark and Mananali that were subject to Byzantium, after acquiring the nature of people's liberation
struggle against the Byzantine expansion to their overall ideology. After suffering a number of defeats at the hands
of Byzantium, most Tondrakians were deported to Thrace in the 10th century. Following the Byzantine conquest of
the Bagratuni Kingdom of Ani in 1045 the movement experienced a new resurgence, this time within large cities like
Ani where they began appealing to the lower ranks of the nobility and the clergy. The Tondrakian movement broke
into three different directions during its last years, the most radical of which began advocating atheism as well as
doubt in the afterlife and the immortality of the human soul. By the middle of the 11th century the Byzantine
governor of Taron and Vaspurakan, Gregory Magistros, managed to eliminate all remnants of Tondrakians. Historian
Aristakes Lastivertsi describes the elimination of Tondrakians in great detail.

Beliefs
Tenth century Armenian theologian and monk Gregory of Narek wrote a critical summary of Tondrakian doctrines
in his Letter to the Abbot of Kchaw Concerning the Refutation of the Accursed Tondrakians. He lists the following
among other accusations:
1. They deny our ordination, which the apostles received from Christ.
2. They deny the Holy Communion as the true body and blood of Christ.
3. They deny our Baptism as being mere bath water.
4. They consider Sunday as on a level with other days.
5. They refuse genuflection.
6. They deny the veneration of the cross.
7. They ordain each other and thus follow self-conferred priesthood.
8. They do not accept marriage as a sacrament.
9. They reject the matagh[1] as being a Jewish practice.
10. They are sexually promiscuous.

Notes
[1] Ceremonial slaughter of an animal followed by a meal.
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External links
á Distinguishing Evangelicals from Paulicians By Rev. Barkev Darakjian (http:/ / nasaglas. link. ro/ Palcene/ 008.

htm)

Gnosticism in modern times
Gnosticism includes a variety of religious movements, mostly Christian in nature, in the ancient Hellenistic society
around the Mediterranean. Although origins are disputed, the period of activity for most of these movements
flourished from approximately the time of the founding of Christianity until the 4th century when the writings and
activities of groups deemed heretical or pagan were actively suppressed. The only information available on these
movements for many centuries was the characterizations of those writing against them, and the few quotations
preserved in such works.
The late 19th century saw the publication of popular sympathetic studies making use of recently rediscovered source
materials. In this period there was also revival of the Gnostic religious movement in France. The emergence of the
Nag Hammadi library in 1945, greatly increased the amount of source material available. Its translation into English
and other modern languages in 1977, resulted in a wide dissemination, and has as a result had observable influence
on several modern figures, and upon modern Western culture in general. This article attempts to summarize those
modern figures and movements that have been influenced by Gnosticism, both prior and subsequent to the Nag
Hammadi discovery.

Late Nineteenth Century
Source materials were discovered in the 18th century. In 1769 the Bruce Codex was brought to England from Upper
Egypt by the famous Scottish traveller Bruce, and subsequently bequeathed to the care of the Bodleian Library,
Oxford. Sometime prior to 1785 The Askew Codex (aka Pistis Sophia) was bought by the British Museum from the
heirs of Dr. Askew. Pistis Sophia text and Latin translation of the Askew Codex by M. G. Schwartze published in
1851. Although discovered in 1896 the Coptic Berlin Codex (aka. the Akhmim Codex), is not 'rediscovered' until the
20th century.

Charles William King
Charles William King was a British writer and collector of ancient gemstones with magical inscriptions. His
collection was sold because of his failing eyesight, and was presented in 1881 to the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
New York. King was recognized as one of the greatest authorities on gems.[1]

In The Gnostics and their Remains (1864, 1887 2nd ed.) King sets out to show that rather than being a Western
heresy, the origins of Gnosticism are to be found in the East, specifically in Buddhism. This theory was embraced by
Blavatsky, who argued that it was plausible, but rejected by GRS Mead. According to Mead King's work "lacks the
thoroughness of the specialist."[2]
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Madame Blavatsky
Helena Petrovna Blavatsky, co-founder of the Theosophical Society, wrote extensively on Gnostic ideas. A
compilation of her writings on Gnosticism is over 270 pages long.[3] The first edition of King's The Gnostics and
Their Remains was repeatedly cited as a source and quoted in Isis Unveiled.

G. R. S. Mead
G. R. S. Mead became a member of Blavatsky's Theosophical Society in 1884. He left the teaching profession in
1889 to become Blavatsky's private secretary, which he was until her death in 1891. Mead's interest in Gnosticism
was likely awakened by Blavatsky who discussed it at length in Isis Unveiled.[4]

In 1890-1 Mead published a serial article on Pistis Sophia in Lucifer magazine, the first English translation of that
work. In an article in 1891, Mead argues for the recovery of the literature and thought of the West at a time when
Theosophy was largely directed to the East. Saying that this recovery of Western antique traditions is a work of
interpretation and "the rendering of tardy justice to pagans and heretics, the reviled and rejected pioneers of
progress..."[5] This was the direction his own work was to take.
The first edition of his translation of Pistis Sophia appeared in 1896. From 1896-8 Mead published another serial
article in the same periodical, "Among the Gnostics of the First Two Centuries," that laid the foundation for his
monumental compendium Fragments of a Faith Forgotten in 1900. Mead serially published translations from the
Corpus Hermeticum from 1900-05. The next year he published Thrice-Greatest Hermes a massive comprehensive
three volume treatise. His series Echoes of the Gnosis was published in 12 booklets in 1908. By the time he left the
Theosophical Society in 1909, he had published many influential translations, commentaries, and studies of ancient
Gnostic texts. "Mead made Gnosticism accessible to the intelligent public outside of academia..."[6] Mead's work has
had and continues to have widespread influence.[7]

The Gnostic Church Revival in France
After a series of visions and archival finds of Cathar-related documents, a librarian named Jules-Beno�t Stanislas
Doinel du Val-Michel (aka Jules Doinel) establishes the Eglise Gnostique (French: Gnostic Church). Founded on
extant Cathar documents with the Gospel of John and strong influence of Simonian and Valentinian cosmology, the
church was officially established in the autumn of 1890 in Paris, France. Doinel declared it "the era of Gnosis
restored." Liturgical services were based on Cathar rituals. Clergy was both male and female, having male bishops
and female "sophias."[8] [9]

Doinel resigned and converted to Roman Catholicism in 1895, one of many duped by L¢o Taxil's anti-masonic hoax,
writing Lucifer Unmasked a book attacking freemasonry. Taxil unveiled the hoax in 1897. Doinel was readmitted to
the Gnostic church as a bishop in 1900.

Early to Mid-Twentieth Century

Carl Jung
Carl Gustav Jung evinced a special interest in Gnosticism from at least 1912, when he wrote enthusiastically about
the topic in a letter to Freud. After what he called his own 'encounter with the unconscious,' Jung sought for external
evidence of this kind of experience. He found such evidence in Gnosticism, and also in Alchemy, which he saw as a
continuation of Gnostic thought, and of which more source material was available.[10] In his study of the Gnostics,
Jung made extensive use of the work of GRS Mead. Jung visited Mead in London to thank him for the Pistis Sophia,
the two corresponded, and Mead visited Jung in Z©rich.[11]

Jung saw the Gnostics not as syncretic schools of mixed theological doctrines, but as genuine visionaries, and saw 
their imagery not as myths but as records of inner experience.[12] He wrote that "The explanation of Gnostic ideas 'in
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terms of themselves,' i.e., in terms of their historical foundations, is futile, for in that way they are reduced only to
their less developed forestages but not understood in their actual significance."[13] Instead, he worked to understand
and explain Gnosticism from a psychological standpoint. (See Jungian interpretation of religion.) While providing
something of an ancient mirror of his work, Jung saw "his psychology not as a contemporary version of Gnosticism,
but as a contemporary counterpart to it."[14]

Jung reported a series of experiences in the winter of 1916-17 that inspired him to write Septem Sermones ad
Mortuos (Latin: Seven Sermons to the Dead).[15] [16]

The Jung Codex

Through the efforts of Gilles Quispel, the Jung Codex was the first codex brought to light from the Nag Hammadi
Library. It was purchased by the Jung Institute and ceremonially presented to Jung in 1953 because of his great
interest in the ancient Gnostics.[17] First publication of translations of Nag Hammadi texts in 1955 with the Jung
Codex by H. Puech, Gilles Quispel, and W. Van Unnik.

French Gnostic Church Split, Reintegration, and Continuation
Jean Bricaud had been involved with the Eliate Church of Carmel of Eugene Vintras, the remnants of
Fabr¢-Palaprat's l'Áglise Johannites des Chretiens Primitif (Johannite Church of the Primitive Christians), and the
Martinist Order before being consecrated a bishop of l'Áglise Gnostique in 1901. In 1907 Bricaud established a
church body that combined all of these, becoming patriarch under the name Tau Jean II. The impetus for this was to
use the Western Rite. Briefly called the Eglise Catholique Gnostique (Gnostic Catholic Church), the name was
changed to Eglise Gnostique Universelle (Universal Gnostic Church, EGU) in 1908. The close ties between the
church and Martinism were formalized in 1911. Bricaud received consecration in the Villate line of Apostolic
Succession in 1919.[8] [9]

The original church body founded by Doinel continued under the name Eglise Gnostique du France (Gnostic Church
of France) until it was disbanded in favor of the EGU in 1926. The EGU continued until 1960 when it was disbanded
by Robert Amberlain (Tau Jean III) in favor of Eglise Gnostique Apostolique [18] that he had founded in 1958.[19] It
is active in France (including Martinique), the Ivory Coast, and the Midwestern United States.

Modern Sex Magic Associated with Gnosticism
The use of the term 'Gnostic' by sexual magic groups is a modern phenomenon. Hugh Urban concludes that, "despite
the very common use of sexual symbolism throughout Gnostic texts, there is little evidence (apart from the
accusations of the early church) that the Gnostics engaged in any actual performance of sexual rituals, and certainly
not anything resembling modern sexual magic."[20] Modern sexual magic began with Paschal Beverly Randolph.[21]

The connection to Gnosticism came by way of the French Gnostic Church with its close ties to the strong esoteric
current in France, being part of the same highly interconnected milieu of esoteric societies and orders from which the
most influential of sexual magic orders arose, the Ordo Templi Orientis (Order of Oriental Templars, OTO).
Theodor Reuss founded the OTO as an umbrella organization with sexual magic at its core.[22] After Reuss came
into contact with French Gnostic Church leaders at a Masonic and Spiritualist conference in 1908, he founded Die
Gnostische Katholische Kirche (the Gnostic Catholic Church), under the auspices of the OTO.[8] Reuss subsequently
dedicated the OTO to the promulgation of Crowley's philosophy of Thelema. It is for this church body, called in
Latin the Ecclesia Gnostica Catholica (EGC), that Aleister Crowley wrote the Ecclesiì Gnosticì Catholicì Canon
Missì ("Canon of the Mass of the Gnostic Catholic Church"),[23] the central ritual of the OTO that is now commonly
called the Gnostic Mass.
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The Gnostic Society
The Gnostic Society, was founded for the study of gnosticism in 1928 and incorporated in 1939 by Theosophists
James Morgan Pryse and his brother John Pryse in Los Angeles.[24] [25] Since 1963 it has been under the direction of
Stephan Hoeller and operates in association with the Ecclesia Gnostica. Initially begun as an archive for a usenet
newsgroup circa 1993, the Gnosis Archive [26] quickly evolved beyond that purpose. It was the first web site to offer
historic and source materials on Gnosticism, and continues to do so.

Eric Voegelin's Anti-Modernist 'gnostic thesis'
Eric Voegelin made use of the terms "gnostic" and "gnosticism" in a way unrelated to, and inconsistent with,
scholarly work on the subject. In the 1950s Voegelin entered into an academic debate concerning the classification
of modernity following Karl Lªwith's 1949 Meaning in History: the Theological Implications of the Philosophy of
History; and Jacob Taubes's 1947 Abendl¡ndishe Eschatologie. In this context, Voegelin put forward his "gnosticism
thesis": criticizing modernity by identifying an "immanentist eschatology" as the "gnostic nature" of modernity.
Differing with Lªwith, he did not criticize eschatology as such, but rather the immanentization which he described as
a "pneumopathological" deformation. Voegelin did not respond to criticisms of his gnosticism thesis, having left this
debate about historical categorization to pursue an "anamnetic" approach to history. However, he remained identified
with his gnosticism thesis, which subsequently became popular in neo-conservative and cold war political
thought.[27]

Ecclesia Gnostica

Established in 1953 by the Most Rev. Richard Duc de Palatine in England under the name the Pre-nicene Gnostic
Catholic Church, the Ecclesia Gnostica (Latin: "Church of Gnosis" or "Gnostic Church") is said to represent 'the
English Gnostic tradition,' although it has ties to, and has been influenced by, the French Gnostic church tradition. It
is affiliated with the Gnostic Society an organization dedicated to the study of Gnosticism. The presiding bishop is
the Rt. Rev. Stephan A. Hoeller, who has written extensively on Gnosticism.[15] [24]

Centered in Los Angeles, the Ecclesia Gnostica has parishes and educational programs of the Gnostic Society
spanning the Western US and also in the Kingdom of Norway.[24] [25] The lectionary and liturgical calendar of the
Ecclesia Gnostica have been widely adopted by subsequent Gnostic churches, as have the liturgical services in use
by the church, though in somewhat modified forms.

Ecclesia Gnostica Mysteriorum

The Ecclesia Gnostica Mysteriorum [28] (EGM), also known as the Church of Gnosis has moved from Palo Alto to
its new location in Mountain View, California, and is led by bishop Rosamonde Miller. Originally a part of the
Ecclesia Gnostica, it has been an independent ecclesiastical body for decades and its practices and liturgy have
continually evolved over that time.[24] [25] The EGM also claims a distinct lineage of Mary Magdalene from a
surviving tradition in France.[29]
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The Gnostic Christian Church
The Gnostic Christian Church [30] is a worldwide association of Gnostic Christian House Churches, Study Groups,
and Individuals looking for friendship and fellowship. It is a voluntary unincorporated association. The church
consists of individuals who have entered into an agreement as volunteers to form a body to accomplish the mission
of spreading the Gnostic gospel of salvation through the mystical knowledge of God.

Hans Jonas
The philosopher Hans Jonas wrote extensively on Gnosticism, interpreting it from an existentialist viewpoint. For
some time, his study The Gnostic Religion: The message of the alien God and the beginnings of Christianity
published in 1958, was widely held to be a pivotal work, and it is as a result of his efforts that the
Syrian-Egyptian/Persian division of Gnosticism came to be widely used within the field. The second edition,
published in 1963, included the essay ÑGnosticism, Existentialism, and Nihilism.Ö

Gnosticism in popular culture
Gnosticism has seen something of a resurgence in popular culture in the late 20th and early 21st centuries. This may
be related, certainly, to the sudden availability of Gnostic texts to the reading public, following the emergence of the
Nag Hammadi library.
For example, the Matrix movies and the book The Traveler by John Twelve Hawks have gnostic themes.
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Carl Jung

Carl Gustav Jung

Jung in 1910

Born 26 July 1875Kesswil, Thurgau, Switzerland

Died 6 June 1961 (aged£85)Zurich, Zurich, Switzerland

Residence Switzerland

Citizenship Swiss

Fields Psychiatry, Psychology, Psychotherapy, Analytical psychology

Institutions Burghªlzli, Swiss Army (as a commissioned officer in World War I)

Doctoral advisor Eugen Bleuler, Sigmund Freud

Knownéfor Analytical psychology

Carl Gustav Jung (German pronunciation:£[òkaö¯°l ò±²staf òj²�]; 26 July 1875£Å 6 June 1961) was a Swiss psychiatrist,
an influential thinker and the founder of Analytical Psychology. Jung is often considered the first modern
psychologist to state that the human psyche is "by nature religious" and to explore it in depth.[1] Though not the first
to analyze dreams, he has become perhaps one of the most well known pioneers in the field of dream analysis.
Unlike Freud et al. he was a self-described natural scientist, not a theoretical psychologist. For Jung this salient
distinction revolved around his initial process of deep observation followed by categorizations rather than the reverse
process of imagining what categories exist and then proceeding to seek for proof of and then discover that one was
correct, always correct. While he was a fully involved and practicing clinician, much of his life's work was spent
exploring tangential areas, including Eastern and Western philosophy, alchemy, astrology, and sociology, as well as
literature and the arts; all of which were extremely productive in regard to the symbols and processes of the human
psyche, found in dreams and other entries to the unconscious.
He considered the process of individuation necessary for a person to become whole. This is a psychological process
of integrating the opposites including the conscious with the unconscious while still maintaining their relative
autonomy.[2] Individuation was the central concept of analytical psychology.[3]

Some Jungian ideas are routinely discussed in the introductory psychology course curricula of major universities,
and although rarely covered by higher-level course work, his ideas are discussed further in a broad range of
humanities. Many pioneering psychological concepts were originally proposed by Jung, including the Archetype, the
Collective Unconscious, the Complex, and synchronicity. A popular psychometric instrument, the Myers-Briggs
Type Indicator (MBTI), has been principally developed from Jung's theories.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Jung_1910-rotated.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kesswil
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thurgau
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Switzerland
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Zurich
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Canton_of_Zurich
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Psychiatry
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Psychology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Psychotherapy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Analytical_psychology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Burgh%C3%B6lzli
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Swiss_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Commissioned_officer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=World_War_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Doctoral_advisor
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eugen_Bleuler
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sigmund_Freud
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wikipedia:IPA_for_German
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Swiss_%28people%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Psychiatrist
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Analytical_Psychology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dream_analysis
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alchemy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Astrology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sociology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Literature
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Individuation
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Collective_Unconscious
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Complex_%28psychology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Synchronicity
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Personality_psychology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Myers-Briggs_Type_Indicator
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Myers-Briggs_Type_Indicator


Carl Jung 192

Early years
Carl Jung was born Karle Gustav II Jung[4] in Kesswil, in the Swiss canton of Thurgau, as the fourth but only
surviving child of Paul Achilles Jung and Emilie Preiswerk. Emilie Preiswerk was the youngest child of Samuel
Preiswerk, Paul Achilles Jung's professor of Hebrew. His father was a poor rural pastor in the Swiss Reformed
Church, while his mother came from a wealthy and established Swiss family.
When Jung was six months old his father was appointed to a more prosperous parish in Laufen. Meanwhile, the
tension between his parents was growing. An eccentric and depressed woman, Emilie Jung spent much of the time in
her own separate bedroom, enthralled by the spirits that she said visited her at night.[5] Jung had a better relationship
with his father because he thought him to be predictable and thought his mother to be very problematic. Although
during the day he also saw her as predictable, at night he felt some frightening influences from her room. At night his
mother became strange and mysterious. Jung claimed that one night he saw a faintly luminous and indefinite figure
coming from her room, with a head detached from the neck and floating in the air in front of the body.[5]

His mother left Laufen for several months of hospitalization near Basel for an unknown physical ailment. Young
Carl Jung was taken by his father to live with Emilie Jung's unmarried sister in Basel, but was later brought back to
the pastor's residence. Emilie's continuing bouts of absence and often depressed mood influenced her son's attitude
towards women Ä one of "innate unreliability," a view that he later called the "handicap I started off with"[6] and
that resulted in his sometimes patriarchal views of women.[7] After three years of living in Laufen, Paul Jung
requested a transfer and was called to Kleinh©ningen in 1879. The relocation brought Emilie Jung in closer contact
to her family and lifted her melancholy and despondent mood.
A solitary and introverted child, Jung was convinced from childhood that he had two personalities Ä a modern
Swiss citizen and a personality more at home in the eighteenth century.[8] "Personality Number 1," as he termed it,
was a typical schoolboy living in the era of the time, while "Personality Number 2" was a dignified, authoritative and
influential man from the past. Although Jung was close to both parents he was rather disappointed in his father's
academic approach to faith.
A number of childhood memories had made a life-long impression on him. As a boy he carved a tiny mannequin into
the end of the wooden ruler from his pupil's pencil case and placed it inside the case. He then added a stone which he
had painted into upper and lower halves and hid the case in the attic. Periodically he would come back to the
mannequin, often bringing tiny sheets of paper with messages inscribed on them in his own secret language.[9] This
ceremonial act, he later reflected, brought him a feeling of inner peace and security. In later years he discovered that
similarities existed in this memory and the totems of native peoples like the collection of soul-stones near Arlesheim,
or the tjurungas of Australia. This, he concluded, was an unconscious ritual that he did not question or understand at
the time, but which was practiced in a strikingly similar way in faraway locations that he as a young boy had no way
of consciously knowing about.[10] His findings on psychological archetypes and the collective unconscious were
inspired in part by these experiences.
Shortly before the end of his first year at the Humanistisches Gymnasium in Basel, at the age of twelve, he was
pushed to the ground by another boy so hard that he was for a moment unconscious (Jung later recognized that the
incident was his fault, indirectly). A thought then came to him that "now you won't have to go to school any
more."[11] From then on, whenever he started off to school or began homework, he fainted. He remained at home for
the next six months until he overheard his father speaking worriedly to a visitor of his future ability to support
himself, as they suspected he had epilepsy. With little money in the family, this brought the boy to reality and he
realized the need for academic excellence. He immediately went into his father's study and began poring over Latin
grammar. He fainted three times, but eventually he overcame the urge and did not faint again. This event, Jung later
recalled, "was when I learned what a neurosis is."[12]

Jung had no plans to study psychiatry, because it was held in contempt in those days. But as he started studying his 
psychiatric textbook, he became very excited when he read that psychoses are personality diseases. Immediately he 
understood this was the field that interested him the most. It combined both biological and spiritual facts and this
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was what he was searching for.[13]

In 1895, Jung studied medicine at the University of Basel. In 1900, he worked in the Burghªlzli, a psychiatric
hospital in Zurich, with Eugen Bleuler. His dissertation, published in 1903, was titled "On the Psychology and
Pathology of So-Called Occult Phenomena." In 1906, he published Studies in Word Association and later sent a copy
of this book to Sigmund Freud, after which a close friendship between these two men followed for some six years
(see section on Relationship with Freud). In 1912 Jung published Wandlungen und Symbole der Libido (known in
English as Psychology of the Unconscious) resulting in a theoretical divergence between him and Freud and
consequently a break in their friendship, both stating that the other was unable to admit he could possibly be wrong.
After this falling-out, Jung went through a pivotal and difficult psychological transformation, which was exacerbated
by news of the First World War. Henri Ellenberger called Jung's experience a "creative illness" and compared it to
Freud's period of what he called neurasthenia and hysteria.
During World War I Jung was drafted as an army doctor and soon made commandant of an internment camp for
British officers and soldiers. (Swiss neutrality obliged the Swiss to intern personnel from either side of the conflict
who crossed their frontier to evade capture.) Jung worked to improve the conditions for these soldiers stranded in
neutral territory; he encouraged them to attend university courses.[14]

Later life
In 1903, Jung married Emma Rauschenbach, who came from a wealthy family in Switzerland. They had five
children: Agathe, Gret, Franz, Marianne, and Helene. The marriage lasted until Emma's death in 1955, but he had
more-or-less open relationships with other women. The most well-known women with whom Jung is believed to
have had extramarital relationships were patient and friend Sabina Spielrein[15] and Toni Wolff.[16]

Jung continued to publish books until the end of his life, including Flying Saucers: A Modern Myth of Things Seen in
the Skies, which analyzed the archetypal meaning and possible psychological significance of the reported
observations of UFOs.[17] He also enjoyed a friendship with an English Roman Catholic priest, Father Victor White,
who corresponded with Jung after he had published his controversial Answer to Job.[18]

Jung's work on himself and his patients convinced him that life has a spiritual purpose beyond material goals. Our
main task, he believed, is to discover and fulfill our deep innate potential, much as the acorn contains the potential to
become the oak, or the caterpillar to become the butterfly. Based on his study of Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism,
Gnosticism, Taoism, and other traditions, Jung perceived that this journey of transformation, which he called
individuation, is at the mystical heart of all religions. It is a journey to meet the self and at the same time to meet the
Divine. Unlike Sigmund Freud, Jung thought spiritual experience was essential to our well-being.[19]

In 1944 Jung published Psychology and Alchemy, where he analyzed the alchemical symbols and showed a direct
relationship to the psychoanalytical process. He argued that the alchemical process was the transformation of the
impure soul (lead) to perfected soul (gold), and a metaphor for the individuation process.[]

Jung died in 1961 at K©snacht, after a short illness.[20] [21]

Relationship with Freud
Jung was thirty when he sent his Studies in Word Association to Sigmund Freud in Vienna in 1906. The two men
met for the first time the following year, and Jung recalled the discussion between himself and Freud as
interminable. They talked, he remembered, for thirteen hours, virtually without stopping'.[22] Six months later, the
then 50-year-old Freud sent a collection of his latest published essays to Jung in Zurich, which marked the beginning
of an intense correspondence and collaboration that lasted six years and ended in May 1910. At this time Jung
resigned as the chairman of the International Psychoanalytical Association, where he had been elected with Freud's
support.
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Today Jung's and Freud's theories have diverged. Nevertheless, they influenced each other during the intellectually
formative years of Jung's life. As Freud was already fifty years old at their meeting, he was well beyond the
formative years. In 1906 psychology as a science was still in its early stages. Jung, who had become interested in
psychiatry as a student by reading Psychopathia Sexualis by Richard von Krafft-Ebing, professor in Vienna, now
worked as a doctor under the psychiatrist Eugen Bleuler in Burghªlzli and became familiar with Freud's idea of the
unconscious through Freud's The Interpretation of Dreams (1900) and was a proponent of the new
"psycho-analysis." At the time, Freud needed collaborators and pupils to validate and spread his ideas. Burghªlzli
was a renowned psychiatric clinic in Zurich at which Jung was a young doctor whose research had already given him
international recognition.
In 1908, Jung became an editor of the newly founded Yearbook for Psychoanalytical and Psychopathological
Research. The following year, Jung traveled with Freud and S¥ndor Ferenczi to the U.S. to spread the news of
psychoanalysis and in 1910, Jung became Chairman for Life of the International Psychoanalytical Association.
While Jung worked on his Wandlungen und Symbole der Libido (Psychology of the Unconscious), tensions grew
between Freud and Jung, mostly due to their disagreements over the nature of libido and religion. In 1912 these
tensions came to a peak because Jung felt severely slighted after Freud visited his colleague Ludwig Binswanger in
Kreuzlingen without paying him a visit in nearby Zurich, an incident Jung referred to as "the Kreuzlingen gesture."
Shortly thereafter, Jung again traveled to the United States and gave the Fordham lectures, which were published as
The Theory of Psychoanalysis. While they contain some remarks on Jung's dissenting view on the nature of libido,
they represent largely a "psychoanalytical Jung" and not the theory Jung became famous for in the following
decades.

Group photo 1909 in front of Clark University.
Front row: Sigmund Freud, G. Stanley Hall, Jung;

back row: Abraham A. Brill, Ernest Jones,
S¥ndor Ferenczi.

In November 1912, Jung and Freud met in Munich for a meeting
among prominent colleagues to discuss psychoanalytical journals.[23]

At a talk about a new psychoanalytic essay on Amenhotep IV, Jung
expressed his views on how it related to actual conflicts in the
psychoanalytic movement. While Jung spoke, Freud suddenly fainted
and Jung carried him to a couch.

Jung and Freud personally met for the last time in September 1913 for
the Fourth International Psychoanalytical Congress, also in Munich.
Jung gave a talk on psychological types, the introverted and the
extraverted type, in analytical psychology. This constituted the
introduction of some of the key concepts which came to distinguish
Jung's work from Freud's in the next half century.

In the following years Jung experienced considerable isolation in his professional life, exacerbated through World
War I. His Seven Sermons to the Dead (1917) reprinted in his autobiography Memories, Dreams, Reflections (see
bibliography) can also be read as expression of the psychological conflicts which beset Jung around the age of forty
after the break with Freud.

Jung's primary disagreement with Freud stemmed from their differing concepts of the unconscious. Jung saw Freud's
theory of the unconscious as incomplete and unnecessarily negative. According to Jung (though not according to
Freud), Freud conceived the unconscious solely as a repository of repressed emotions and desires. Jung agreed with
Freud's model of the unconscious, what Jung called the "personal unconscious", but he also proposed the existence
of a second, far deeper form of the unconscious underlying the personal one. This was the collective unconscious,
where the archetypes themselves resided, represented in mythology by a lake or other body of water, and in some
cases a jug or other container. Freud had actually mentioned a collective level of psychic functioning but saw it
primarily as an appendix to the rest of the psyche.
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Travels
Jung's first trip outside of Europe was the 1909 conference at Clark University. The event was planned by
psychologist G. Stanley Hall and included twenty-seven distinguished psychiatrists, neurologists and psychologists.
It represented a watershed in the acceptance of psychoanalysis in North America. This forged welcome links
between Jung and influential Americans.[24] Jung returned to the United States the next year for a brief visit, and
again for a six-week lecture series at Fordham University in 1912. He made a more extensive trip westward in the
winter of 1924Å5, financed and organized by Fowler McCormick and George Porter. Of particular value to Jung was
a visit with chieftain Mountain Lake at the Taos Pueblo in New Mexico.[25]

Jung spoke at meetings of the Psycho-Medical Society in London in 1913 and 1914. His travels were soon
interrupted by the war, but his ideas continued to receive attention in England primarily through the efforts of
Constance Long. She translated and published the first English volume of his collected writings[26] and arranged for
him to give a seminar in Cornwall in 1920. Another seminar was held in 1923, this one organized by Helton Godwin
Baynes (known as Peter), and another in 1925.[25]

In October 1925, Jung embarked on his most ambitious expedition, the "Bugishu Psychological Expedition" to East
Africa. He was accompanied by Peter Baynes and an American associate, George Beckwith. On the voyage to
Africa, they became acquainted with an English woman named Ruth Bailey, who joined their safari a few weeks
later. The group traveled through Kenya and Uganda to the slopes of Mount Elgon, where Jung hoped to increase his
understanding of "primitive psychology" through conversations with the culturally isolated residents of that area.
Later he concluded that the major insights he had gleaned, had to do with himself and the European psychology in
which he had been raised.[27]

Jung made another trip to America in 1936, giving lectures in New York and New England for his growing group of
American followers. He returned in 1937 to deliver the Terry Lectures, Psychology and Religion, at Yale University.
In December 1937, Jung left Zurich again for an extensive tour of India with Fowler McCormick. In India, he felt
himself "under the direct influence of a foreign culture" for the first time. In Africa, his conversations had been
strictly limited by the language barrier, but in India he was able to converse extensively. Hindu philosophy became
an important element in his understanding of the role of symbolism and the life of the unconscious. Unfortunately,
Jung became seriously ill on this trip and endured two weeks of delirium in a Calcutta hospital. After 1938, his
travels were confined to Europe.[28]

Political views
Giving laws, wanting improvements, making things easier, has all become wrong and evil. May each one seek
out his own way, the way leads to mutual love in community. Men will come to see and feel the similarity and
communality of their ways.

Å Carl Jung in The Red Book[29]

Jung stressed the importance of individual rights in a person's relation to the state and society. He saw that the state
was treated as "a quasi-animate personality from whom everything is expected" but that this personality was "only
camouflage for those individuals who know how to manipulate it",[30] and referred to the state as a form of
slavery.[31] [32] [33] [34] He also thought that the state "swallowed up [people's] religious forces",[35] and therefore that
the state had "taken the place of God"Ämaking it comparable to a religion in which "state slavery is a form of
worship".[33] Jung observed that "stage acts of [the] state" are comparable to religious displays: "Brass bands, flags,
banners, parades and monster demonstrations are no different in principle from ecclesiastical processions,
cannonades and fire to scare off demons".[36] From Jung's perspective, this replacement of God with the state in a
mass society led to the dislocation of the religious drive and resulted in the same fanaticism of the church-states of
the Dark AgesÄwherein the more the state is 'worshiped', the more freedom and morality are suppressed;[37] this
ultimately leaves the individual psychically undeveloped with extreme feelings of marginalization.[38]
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Works
Jung was a prolific writer. His collected works fill 19 volumes. Many of his works were not translated into English
until after his death. His best known works are Psychology of the Unconscious (1912) and Psychological Types
(1921).

Red Book
In 1913 at the age of thirty-eight, Jung experienced a horrible "confrontation with the unconscious". He saw visions
and heard voices. He worried at times that he was "menaced by a psychosis" or was "doing a schizophrenia." He
decided that it was valuable experience, and in private, he induced hallucinations, or, in his words, "active
imaginations." He recorded everything he felt in small journals. Jung began to transcribe his notes into a large, red
leather-bound book, on which he worked intermittently for sixteen years.[7]

Jung left no posthumous instructions about the final disposition of what he called the "Red Book". His family
eventually moved it into a bank vault in 1984. Sonu Shamdasani, a historian from London, for three years tried to
persuade Jung's heirs to have it published, to which they declined every hint of inquiry. As of mid-September 2009,
fewer than two dozen people had seen it. But Ulrich Hoerni, Jung's grandson who manages the Jung archives,
decided to publish it. To raise the additional funds needed, the Philemon Foundation was founded.[7]

In 2007, two technicians for DigitalFusion, working with the publisher, W. W. Norton & Company, painstakingly
scanned one-tenth of a millimeter at a time with a 10,200-pixel scanner. It was published on October 7, 2009 (ISBN
978-0-393-06567-1) in German with "separate English translation along with Shamdasani's introduction and
footnotes" at the back of the book, according to Sara Corbett for The New York Times. She wrote, "The book is
bombastic, baroque and like so much else about Carl Jung, a willful oddity, synched with an antediluvian and
mystical reality."[7]

The Rubin Museum of Art in New York City displayed the original Red Book journal, as well as some of Jung's
original small journals, from October 7, 2009 to January 25, 2010.[39] According to them, "During the period in
which he worked on this book Jung developed his principal theories of archetypes, collective unconscious, and the
process of individuation." Two-thirds of the pages bear Jung's illuminations of the text.[39]

Response to Nazism
Jung had many friends and respected colleagues who were Jewish and he maintained relations with them through the
1930s when anti-semitism in Germany and other European nations was on the rise. However, until 1939, he also
maintained professional relations with psychotherapists in Germany who had declared their support for the Nazi
r¢gime and there were allegations that he himself was a Nazi sympathizer. In his work Civilisation in Transition,
Collected Works Volume X, however, Jung wrote of Ñ... the Aryan bird of prey with his insatiable lust to lord it in
every land, even those that concern him not at all."[40]

There are writings showing that Jung's sympathies were against, rather than for, Nazism.[41] In his 1936 essay
Wotan, Jung described Germany as "infected" by "one man who is obviously 'possessed'...", and as "rolling towards
perdition",[42] and wrote "...what a so-called F©hrer does with a mass movement can plainly be seen if we turn our
eyes to the north or south of our country."[43] The essay does, however, speak in more positive terms of Jakob
Wilhelm Hauer and his German Faith Movement[44] which was loyal to Hitler. In April 1939, the Bishop of
Southwark asked Jung if he had any specific views on what was likely to be the next step in religious development.
Jung's reply was:

We do not know whether Hitler is going to found a new Islam. He is already on the way; he is like
Mohammed. The emotion in Germany is Islamic; warlike and Islamic. They are all drunk with wild god. That
can be the historic future.[45]
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Jung would later say that: "Hitler seemed like the 'double' of a real person, as if Hitler the man might be hiding inside
like an appendix, and deliberately so concealed in order not to disturb the mechanism ... You know you could never
talk to this man; because there is nobody there ... It is not an individual; it is an entire nation."[46] In 1943, Jung aided
the United States Office of Strategic Services by analyzing the psychology of Nazi leaders.
In an interview with Carol Baumann in 1948, Jung denied rumors regarding any sympathy for the Nazi movement,
saying:

It must be clear to anyone who has read any of my books that I have never been a Nazi sympathizer and I
never have been anti-Semitic, and no amount of misquotation, mistranslation, or rearrangement of what I have
written can alter the record of my true point of view. Nearly every one of these passages has been tampered
with, either by malice or by ignorance. Furthermore, my friendly relations with a large group of Jewish
colleagues and patients over a period of many years in itself disproves the charge of anti-Semitism.[47]

A full response from Jung discounting the rumors can be found in C.G Jung Speaking, Interviews and Encounters,
Princeton University Press, 1977.

Jung and professional organizations in Germany, 1933 to 1939
In 1933, after the Nazis gained power in Germany, Jung took part in restructuring of the General Medical Society for
Psychotherapy (Allgemeine Ârztliche Gesellschaft f r Psychotherapie), a German-based professional body with an
international membership. The society was reorganized into two distinct bodies:
1. A strictly German body, the Deutsche Allgemeine Ârztliche Gesellschaft f r Psychotherapie, led by Matthias

Gªring, an Adlerian psychotherapist[48] and a cousin of the prominent Nazi Hermann Gªring;
2. International General Medical Society for Psychotherapy, led by Jung. The German body was to be affiliated to

the international society, as were new national societies being set up in Switzerland and elsewhere.[49]

C. G. Jung Institute, K©snacht, Switzerland

The International Society's constitution permitted individual doctors to
join it directly, rather than through one of the national affiliated
societies, a provision to which Jung drew attention in a circular in
1934.[50] This implied that German Jewish doctors could maintain their
professional status as individual members of the international body,
even though they were excluded from the German affiliate, as well as
from other German medical societies operating under the Nazis.[51]

As leader of the international body, Jung assumed overall
responsibility for its publication, the Zentralblatt f r Psychotherapie.
In 1933, this journal published a statement endorsing Nazi positions[52]

and Hitler's book Mein Kampf.[53] In 1934, Jung wrote in a Swiss publication, the Neue Z rcher Zeitung, that he
experienced "great surprise and disappointment"[54] when the Zentralblatt associated his name with the pro-Nazi
statement.

Jung went on to say "the main point is to get a young and insecure science into a place of safety during an
earthquake".[55] He did not end his relationship with the Zentralblatt at this time, but he did arrange the appointment
of a new managing editor, Carl Alfred Meier of Switzerland. For the next few years, the Zentralblatt under Jung and
Meier maintained a position distinct from that of the Nazis, in that it continued to acknowledge contributions of
Jewish doctors to psychotherapy.[56]

In the face of energetic German attempts to Nazify the international body, Jung resigned from its presidency in
1939,[56] the year the Second World War started.
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Influence
Jung has had an enduring influence on psychology as well as wider society. He founded a new school of
psychotherapy, called analytical psychology or Jungian psychology. His theories include:
á The concept of introversion and extraversion.
á The concept of the complex.
á The concept of collective unconscious, which is shared by all people. It includes the archetypes.
á Synchronicity as a mode of relationship that is not causal, an idea which has influenced Wolfgang Pauli (with

whom he developed the notion of Unus mundus in connection with the notion of non-locality) and some other
physicists.[57]

á The Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI) and Socionics were both inspired by Jung's psychological types theory.

Spirituality as a cure for alcoholism
Jung recommended spirituality as a cure for alcoholism and he is considered to have had an indirect role in
establishing Alcoholics Anonymous.[58] Jung once treated an American patient (Rowland Hazard III), suffering from
chronic alcoholism. After working with the patient for some time and achieving no significant progress, Jung told the
man that his alcoholic condition was near to hopeless, save only the possibility of a spiritual experience. Jung noted
that occasionally such experiences had been known to reform alcoholics where all else had failed.
Rowland took Jung's advice seriously and set about seeking a personal spiritual experience. He returned home to the
United States and joined a First-Century Christian evangelical movement known as the Oxford Group (later known
as Moral Re-Armament). He also told other alcoholics what Jung had told him about the importance of a spiritual
experience. One of the alcoholics he brought into the Oxford Group was Ebby Thacher, a long-time friend and
drinking buddy of Bill Wilson, later co-founder of Alcoholics Anonymous (AA). Thacher told Wilson about the
Oxford Group, and through them Wilson became aware of Hazard's experience with Jung. The influence of Jung
thus indirectly found its way into the formation of Alcoholics Anonymous, the original twelve-step program, and
from there into the whole twelve-step recovery movement, although AA as a whole is not Jungian and Jung had no
role in the formation of that approach or the twelve steps.
The above claims are documented in the letters of Jung and Bill W., excerpts of which can be found in Pass It On,
published by Alcoholics Anonymous.[59] Although the detail of this story is disputed by some historians, Jung
himself discussed an Oxford Group member, who may have been the same person, in talks given around 1940. The
remarks were distributed privately in transcript form, from shorthand taken by an attender (Jung reportedly approved
the transcript), and later recorded in Volume 18 of his Collected Works, The Symbolic Life ("For instance, when a
member of the Oxford Group comes to me in order to get treatment, I say, 'You are in the Oxford Group; so long as
you are there, you settle your affair with the Oxford Group. I can't do it better than Jesus.'" Jung goes on to state that
he has seen similar cures among Roman Catholics).[60]

Art therapy
Jung proposed that Art can be used to alleviate or contain feelings of trauma, fear, or anxiety and also to repair,
restore and heal.[9] In his work with patients and in his own personal explorations, Jung wrote that art expression and
images found in dreams could be helpful in recovering from trauma and emotional distress. Jung often drew, painted,
or made objects and constructions at times of emotional distress, which he recognized as recreational.[9]

A strand of Dance Movement Therapy named Authentic Movement by its creator, Mary Starks Whitehouse, was
developed after several years of undergoing Jungian analysis, through applying -and slightly adapting- Jung's
techniques of Active Imagination to movement.
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Influences on culture

Literature
á Laurens van der Post claimed to have had a 16-year-long friendship with Jung, from which a number of books

and a film were created about Jung's life.[61] The accuracy of van der Post's claims about the closeness of his
relationship to Jung have been questioned.[23]

á Hermann Hesse, author of works such as Siddhartha and Der Steppenwolf, was treated by Dr. Joseph Lang, a
student of Jung. This began for Hesse a long preoccupation with psychoanalysis, through which he came to know
Jung personally.[62]

á Joyce's A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man can be read as an ironic parody of Jung's "four stages of
eroticism".[63]

á Jung appears as a character in the novel Possessing the Secret of Joy by Alice Walker. He appears as the therapist
of Tashi, the novel's protagonist. He is usually called "Mzee" but is identified by Alice Walker in the
afterword.[64]

Art

Original statute of Jung in Mathew Street,
Liverpool, a half-body on a plinth captioned

"Liverpool is the pool of life"

á The visionary Swiss painter Peter Birkh¦user was treated by a
student of Jung, Marie-Louise von Franz, and corresponded with
Jung regarding the translation of dream symbolism into works of
art.[65]

á American Abstract Expressionist Jackson Pollock underwent
Jungian psychotherapy in 1939 with Dr. Joseph Henderson. His
therapist made the decision to engage him through his art, and had
Pollock make drawings, which led to the appearance of many
Jungian concepts in his paintings.[66] [67]

á Contrary to some sources,[68] Jung did not visit Liverpool but
recorded a dream in which he had, and of which he wrote
"Liverpool is the pool of life, it makes to live."[69] As a result a statue of Jung was erected in Mathew Street in
1987 but, being made of plaster, was vandalised and replaced by a more durable version in 1993.[69]

Television and film
á Federico Fellini brought to the screen an exuberant imagery shaped by his encounter with the ideas of Carl Jung,

especially Jungian dream interpretation. Fellini preferred Jung to Freud because Jungian analysis defined the
dream not as a symptom of a disease that required a cure but rather as a link to archetypal images shared by all of
humanity.[70]

Music
á Peter Gabriel's song "Rhythm of the Heat" from the 1982 album Security, tells about Jung's visit to Africa, during

which he joined a group of tribal drummers and dancers and became overwhelmed by the fear of losing control of
himself. At the time, Jung was exploring the concept of the collective unconscious and was afraid he would come
under control of the music. Gabriel learned about Jung's journey to Africa from the essay Symbols and the
Interpretation of Dreams (ISBN 0-691-09968-5). In the song, Gabriel tries to capture the powerful feelings the
African tribal music evoked in Jung by means of intense use of tribal drumbeats. The original song title was "Jung
in Africa".[71]

á On the cover of The Police's final album, Synchronicity, which was named after Carl Jung's theory, Sting is seen
reading a book called Synchronicity by Carl Jung.[72]
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Excellent analysis of the highly significant anticipation and influence of the philosophy of Nietzsche on Jung.

Jung-Freud relationship
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Other people's recollections of Jung
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á Richard Noll, The Jung Cult: Origins of a Charismatic Movement (Princeton University Press, 1994); and
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á Sonu Shamdasani, Jung and the Making of Modern Psychology : The Dream of a Science, ISBN 0-521-53909-9.
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context. The author calls this a "Cubist history".

á Sonu Shamdasani, Jung Stripped Bare, ISBN 1-85575-317-0. Critique of Jung biographies.
á Bair, Deirdre. Jung: A Biography. Boston: Little, Brown and Co, 2003.
Works in the public domain
á The Association Method (http:/ / www. all-about-psychology. com/ association-method. html) Full text article

from 1916. Originally Published in the Collected Papers on Analytical Psychology.
á On The Psychology & Pathology of So-Called Occult Phenomena (http:/ / www. all-about-psychology. com/
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Charles William King
Charles William King (5 September 1818 - 25 March 1888), was a British Victorian writer and collector of gems.

Early life
He was born at Newport, Monmouthshire, and entered Trinity College, Cambridge in 1836.[1] He graduated in 1840,
and obtained a fellowship in 1842; he was a senior fellow at the time of his death in London.

Gem Expert
He took holy orders, but never held any cure. He spent much time in Italy, where he laid the foundation of his
collection of engraved gems and gemstones, which, increased by subsequent purchases in London, was sold by him
in consequence of his failing eyesight and was presented in 1881 to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.
King was recognized universally as one of the greatest authorities in this department of art. His chief works on the
subject are:
á Antique Gems, their Origin, Uses and Value (1860), a complete and exhaustive treatise
á The Gnostics and their Remains (2nd ed. by J Jacobs, 1887, which led to an animated correspondence in the

Athenaeum)
á The Natural History of Precious Stones and Gems and of the Precious Metals (1865)
á The Handbook of Engraved Gems (2nd ed., 1885)
á Early Christian Numismatics (1873).

Classicist
King was thoroughly familiar with the works of Greek and Latin authors, especially Pausanias and the elder Pliny,
which bore upon the subject in which he was most interested; but he had little taste for the minutiae of verbal
criticism.
In 1869 he brought out an edition of Horace, illustrated from antique gems; he also translated Plutarch's Moralia
(1882) and the theosophical works of the Emperor Julian (1888) for Bohn's Classical Library.
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G. R. S. Mead

G. R. S. Mead.

George Robert Stowe Mead (22 March 1863Å28 September 1933)[1]

[2] was an author, editor, translator, and an influential member of the
Theosophical Society as well as the founder of the Quest Society.

Birth and family

George Robert Stowe Mead was born at Neneaton, Warwickshire,
England on the 22nd of March 1863. He was born to Colonel Robert
Mead, an Officer in the British Army and to Mary Mead, who had
received a traditional education at Rochester Cathedral School.

Education at Cambridge University

Having shown academic potential George Mead began studying
mathematics at St John's College, Cambridge.[3] Eventually shifting his
education towards the study of Classics he gained much knowledge of
both Greek and Latin. In 1884 he completed a bachelor of arts degree,
in the same year he also began to practice the position of public school
master.

Activity with the Theosophical Society
While still at Cambridge University Mead read Esoteric Buddhism by Alfred Percy Sinnett. This comprehensive
theosophical account of the eastern religion prompted Mead to contact two theosophists in London named Bertam
Keightly and Mohini Chatterji, which eventually led him to join the Theosophical Society.
Mead became a member of Helena Petrovna Blavatsky's Theosophical Society in 1884. He abandoned his teaching
profession in 1889 to be Blavatsky's private secretary and also became a joint-secretary of the Esoteric Section (E.S.)
of the Theosophical Society. The E.S. was for those whom the Theosophical Society deemed more advanced.
G.R.S Mead received Blavatsky's six Esoteric Instructions and other teachings at twenty-two meetings headed by
Blavatsky which were only attended by the Inner Group of the Theosophical Society. It was because of the intimacy
Mead felt with the Inner Group that he married Laura Cooper in 1899.
Contributing intellectually to the Theosophical Society, at first most interested in eastern religions, he quickly
became more and more attracted to western esotericism of religion and philosophy, particularly Neoplatonism,
Gnosticism and Hermeticism, though his scholarship and publications continued to engage with eastern religion.
Making many contributions to the Theosophical Society's Lucifer as joint editor, he eventually became the sole
editor of The Theosophical Review in 1907 (as Lucifer was renamed in 1897).
As of February 1909, Mead and some seven-hundred members of the Theosophical Society's British Section
resigned in protest of Annie Besant's reinstating of Charles Webster Leadbeater to membership in the society.
Leadbeater had been a prominent member of the Theosophical Society until he was accused in 1906 of teaching
masturbation to the sons of some American Theosophists under the guise of occult training. While this prompted
Mead's resignation, his frustration at the dogmatism of the Theosophical Society may also have been a major
contributor to his break with the society. He had been a member for twenty-five years.
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The Quest Society
In March 1909 Mead founded the Quest Society, composed of 150 defectors of the Theosophical Society and 100
other new members. Very intentionally this new society was planned to be an undogmatic approach to the
comparative study and investigation of religion, philosophy, and science. The Quest Society had lectures at
Kensington Town Hall in central London but its most focused effort was in its publishing of The Quest: A Quarterly
Review which ran from 1909-1931 with many contributors.

Influence
Among notable names influenced by G.R.S. Mead there can be found: Ezra Pound, W.B. Yeats, Hermann Hesse,
Kenneth Rexroth, and Robert Duncan. Carl Gustav Jung was also influenced by George Mead, himself owning at
least eighteen of Mead's books.

Works
á Simon Magus [4] (1892)
á Orpheus (1895/6)
á Pistis Sophia [5] (1896, 1921 ed).
á Pistis Sophia [6] at sacred-texts
á Fragments of a Faith Forgotten (1900 1st edition) [5];
á Fragments of a Faith Forgotten [7] at sacred-texts.
á Apollonius of Tyana [8] 1905, at sacred-texts.
á Thrice Greatest Hermes, vol. 1 [9]

á Thrice Greatest Hermes, vol. 2 [10]

á Thrice Greatest Hermes, vol. 3 [9] (London: Theosophical Publishing Society, 1906) at sacred-texts.
á The Hymns of Hermes [11]

á The Gnosis of the Mind [12]

á Commentary on "P¥mandres" [13]

á Introduction to Pistis Sophia [14]

á 3rd edition 1931 pp.241- 249 Introduction to Marcion [15]

á Gnostic John the Baptizer: Selections from the Mandìan John-Book [16] (1924)
á Did Jesus Live 100 BC? [17]

á Address read at H.P. Blavatsky's cremation [18]

á Concerning H.P.B. [19]

á Doctrine of the Subtle Body in Western Tradition
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fn=G R S& ln=Mead& st=r& pid=11803186& rc=& zp=75), showing a household including "Constance Wachtmeister Manager of Publishing
Office; G.R.S. Mead, Author Journalist; Isabel Oakley, Millener; Helena Blavatsky, Authoress; and others"
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Hans Jonas

Hans Jonas

Full name Hans Jonas

Born 10 May 1903Mªnchengladbach, Germany

Died 5 February 1993 (aged 89)New Rochelle, New York, USA

Era 20th-century philosophy

Region Western Philosophers

School Continental Philosophy

Main interests Bioethics, Political Science, Religion

Hans Jonas (10 May 1903 Å 5 February 1993) was a German-born philosopher who was, from 1955 to 1976, Alvin
Johnson Professor of Philosophy at the New School for Social Research in New York City.
Jonas's writings were very influential in different spheres. For example, The Gnostic Religion, first published in
1958, was for many years the standard work in English on the subject of Gnosticism. The Imperative of
Responsibility (German 1979, English 1984) centers on social and ethical problems created by technology. Jonas
insists that human survival depends on our efforts to care for our planet and its future. He formulated a new and
distinctive supreme principle of morality: "Act so that the effects of your action are compatible with the permanence
of genuine human life".
While The Imperative of Responsibility has been credited with catalyzing the environmental movement in Germany,
his work The Phenomenon of Life (1966) forms the philosophical undergirding of one major school of bioethics in
America. Murray Bookchin and Leon Kass both referred to Hans Jonas's work as major, or primary, inspiration.
Heavily influenced by Heidegger, The Phenomenon of Life attempts to synthesize the philosophy of matter with the
philosophy of mind, producing a rich existential understanding of biology, which ultimately argues for a
simultaneously material and moral human nature.
His writing on Gnosticism interprets the religion from an existentialist philosophical viewpoint. Jonas was the first
author to write a detailed history of ancient Gnosticism. He was also one of the first philosophers to concern himself
with ethical questions in biological science.[1]

Jonas's career is generally divided into three periods defined by the three works just mentioned, but in reverse order:
studies of gnosticism, studies of philosophical biology, and ethical studies.[2]

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=M%C3%B6nchengladbach
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=German_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_Rochelle%2C_New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=20th-century_philosophy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=List_of_schools_of_philosophy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Continental_Philosophy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bioethics
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Political_Science
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Religion
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Germany
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_School_for_Social_Research
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_York_City
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=German_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=English_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Technology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bioethics
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Murray_Bookchin
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Leon_Kass
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Martin_Heidegger
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Existentialism


Hans Jonas 209

Biography

Birth house of Hans Jonas in Mªnchengladbach

In front of the house, two Stolpersteine were
installed in 2008. The left one commemorates the

philosopher's mother Rosa Jonas, murdered in
Auschwitz in 1942

Jonas was born in Mªnchengladbach, on 10 May 1903. He studied
philosophy and theology in Freiburg, Berlin and Heidelberg, and
finally achieved his Doctor of Philosophy at Marburg where he studied
under Edmund Husserl, Martin Heidegger, and Rudolf Bultmann.[3] In
Marburg he met Hannah Arendt, who was also pursuing her PhD.
there, and the two of them were to remain friends for the rest of their
lives.

In 1933, Heidegger joined the German Nazi party, which Jonas took
personally as he was of Jewish descent and an active Zionist. The fact
that the great philosopher was capable of such political folly made
Jonas doubt the value of philosophy. He left Germany for England in
the same year, and from England he moved to Palestine in 1934. There
he met Lore Weiner, to whom he became betrothed. In 1940 he
returned to Europe to join the British Army, who had been arranging a
special brigade for German Jews wanting to fight against Hitler. He
was sent to Italy, and in the last phase of the war moved into Germany.
Thus, he kept his promise that he would return only as a soldier in the
victorious army. In this time he wrote several letters to Lore about
philosophy as well as love. They finally married in 1943.

Immediately after the war he returned to Mªnchengladbach to search
for his mother, but found that she had been sent to the gas chambers in
the Auschwitz concentration camp. Having heard this, he refused to
live in Germany again. So he returned to Palestine and took part in
Israel's war of independence in 1948. However, he felt that his destiny
was not to live as a Zionist, but to teach philosophy. Jonas taught
briefly at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem before moving to North
America. In 1950 he left for Canada, teaching at Carleton University. From there he moved in 1955 to New York
City, where he was to live for the rest of his life. He was a fellow of the Hastings Center and Professor of Philosophy
at New School for Social Research 1955 to 1976 (where he was Alvin Johnson Professor). From 1982 to 1983 Jonas
held the Eric Voegelin Visiting Professorship at the University of Munich.[4] He died at his home in New Rochelle,
N.Y., on February 5, 1993, aged 89.[5]

Works

English books
á The Gnostic Religion: The Message of the Alien God & the Beginnings of Christianity (Boston: Beacon Press,

1958) ISBN 0-8070-5801-7
á The Phenomenon of Life: Toward a Philosophical Biology (New York, Harper & Row, 1966) OCLC 373876

(Evanston, Ill. : Northwestern University Press, 2001). ISBN 0-8101-1749-5
á The Imperative of Responsibility: In Search of Ethics for the Technological Age (trans. of Das Prinzip

Verantwortung) trans. Hans Jonas and David Herr (1979). ISBN 0-226-40597-4 (University of Chicago Press,
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á Philosophical Essays: From Ancient Creed to Technological Man (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1974)
ISBN 0-226-40591-5
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á "Technology and Responsibility: Reflections on the New Tasks of Ethics," Social Research 15 (Spring 1973).
á "Jewish and Christian Elements in Philosophy: their Share in the Emergence of the Modern Mind"
á "Seventeenth Century and After: The Meaning of the Scientific and Technological Revolution"
á "Socioeconomic Knowledge and Ignorance of Goals"
á "Philosophical Reflections on Experimenting with Human Subjects"
á "Against the Stream: Comments on the Definition and Redefinition of Death"
á "Biological EngineeringÄA Preview"
á "Contemporary Problems in Ethics from a Jewish Perspective"
á "Biological Foundations of Individuality"
á "Spinoza and the Theory of Organism"
á "Sight and Thought: A Review of 'Visual Thinking.'"
á "Change and Permanence: On the Possibility of Understanding History."
á "The Gnostic Syndrome: Typology of Its Thought, Imagination, and Mood."
á "The Hymn of the Pearl: Case Study of a Symbol, and the Claims for a Jewish Origin of Gnosticism."
á "Myth and Mysticism: A Study of Objectification and Interiorization in Religious Thought."
á "Origen's Metaphysics of Free Will, Fall, and Salvation: a 'Divine Comedy' of the Universe."
á "The Soul in Gnosticism and Plotinus."
á "The Abyss of the Will: Philosophical Meditations on the Seventh Chapter of Paul's Epistle to the Romans."

á Mortality and Morality: A Search for Good After Auschwitz ed. Lawrence Vogel (Evanston, Ill.: Northwestern
University Press, 1996). ISBN 0-8101-1286-8

á With Stuart F Spicker: Organism, medicine, and metaphysics : essays in honor of Hans Jonas on his 75th
birthday, May 10, 1978 ISBN 90-277-0823-1

á On faith, reason and responsibility (San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1978. New edition: Institute for Antiquity
and Christianity, Claremont Graduate School, 1981.) ISBN 0-940440-00-8

á Memoirs (Brandeis University Press, 2008) ISBN 978-1-58465-639-5

English monographs

á Immortality and the modern temper : the Ingersoll lecture, 1961 (Cambridge : Harvard Divinity School, 1962)
OCLC 26072209 (included in The Phenomenon of Life)

á Heidegger and theology (1964) OCLC 14975064 (included in The Phenomenon of Life)
á Ethical aspects of experimentation with human subjects (Boston:American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 1969)

OCLC 19884675.

German
á Gnosis und sp¡tantiker Geist (1Å2, 1934Å1954)
á Technik, Medizin und Ethik Ü Zur Praxis des Prinzips Verantwortung Ä Frankfurt a.M. : Suhrkamp, 1985 Ä

ISBN 3-518-38014-1 ('On technology, medicine and ethics' Ä On the practice of the imperative of
Responsibility.' Not translated into English yet.)

á Das Prinzip Verantwortung: Versuch einer Ethik f r die technologische Zivilisation (Frankfurt am Main :
Insel-Verlag, 1979). ISBN 3-458-04907-X

á Erinnerungen. Nach Gespr¡chen mit Rachel Salamander, ed. Ch. Wiese. Frankfurt am Mein-Leipzig: Insel
Verlag, 2003.

á Macht oder Ohnmacht der Subjektivit¡t? Das Leib-Seele-Problem im Vorfeld des Prinzips Verantwortung.
Frankfurt am Main: Insel, 1981, and then Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 1987. ISBN 3-458-04758-1

á Erkenntnis und Verantwortung, Gespr¡ch mit Ingo Hermann in der Reihe ÇZeugen des JahrhundertsÉ, Edited by I.
Hermann. Gªttingen: Lamuv, 1991.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ingersoll_lecture


Hans Jonas 211

á Philosophische Untersuchungen und metaphysische Vermutungen. Frankfurt am Main: Insel, 1992, and then
Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 1997.

á Organismus und Freiheit. Ans¡tze zu einer philosophischen Biologie. Gªttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1973.
á Augustin und das paulinische Freiheitsproblem. Ein philosophischer Beitrag zur Genesis der
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introduction by J. M. Robinson. Gªttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1965.
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á "Ethics and Biogenetic Art." Social Research 52 (1985): 491Å504.
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á "The Consumer's Responsibility." In Ecology and Ethics. A Report from the Melbu conference, 18Å23 July 1990,
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á "The Burden and Blessing of Mortality." Hastings Center Report 22, no. 1 (1992): 34Å40.
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Helena Petrovna Blavatsky

Helena Blavatsky, co-founder of the Theosophical Society
Born 12 August 1831Yekaterinoslav, Russian Empire (now Dnipropetrovsk, Ukraine)

Died 08 May 1891 (aged 59)London, Great Britain

Nationality American

Ethnicity German/Russian

Occupation Spiritualist
Author

Knownéfor Theosophical Society
Occultism

Religion Buddhism, Theosophy

Spouse Nikifor Vassilievich Blavatsky

Helena Petrovna Blavatsky (Russian: �	��� �������� �	��������, Ukrainian: �	��� ����!��� �	�����"��),
(born as Helena von Hahn (Russian: �	��� �������� #��, Ukrainian: �	��� ����!��� #��); 12 August [O.S. 31 July]

1831, Yekaterinoslav, Yekaterinoslav, Russian Empire (today Dnipropetrovsk, Ukraine) Å died 8 May 1891,
London, Great Britain) was a founder of Theosophy and the Theosophical Society.[1]

Biography
Her parents were Colonel Peter von Hahn (Russian: �$�� %	������& #��, 1798Å1873) of the ancient von Hahn
family of German nobility (German: uradel) from Basedow (Mecklenburg) and Helena Fadeyeva (Russian: �	���
%�'������ (�'����, 1814Å1843), the author under the pen-name "Zeneida R-va", of novels. Described by Belinsky
as the "Russian George Sand", she died at the age of 28, when Blavatsky was 11. Blavatsky's sister Vera
Zhelikhovsky was a writer of occult/fantastic fiction. Blavatsky's first cousin was Sergei Witte, who was Russian
Minister, and then Prime Minister in the reign of Tsar Nicholas II. In his memoirs, Count Witte recalls his
encounters with Helena.
Blavatsky's maternal grandparents were Andrey Mikhailovich Fadeyev, Governor of Saratov, later of Tbilisi, and his
wife Princess Helene Dolgoruki, prominent figures of the age of Russian enlightenment. Blavatsky grew up amid a
culture rich in spirituality and traditional Russian mythologies, which introduced her to the realm of the supernatural.
Helena's great-grand nephew Boris de Zirkoff (���� )����, 1902Å1981) was an active member of the
Theosophical Society and editor of the Blavatsky Collected Writings.
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First marriage
Blavatsky was married four weeks before she turned seventeen, on July 7, 1848, to forty-year old Nikifor (also
Nicephor) Vassilievich Blavatsky, vice-governor of Erivan. According to her account, they never consummated their
marriage,[2] and she remained a virgin her entire life. After three unhappy months, she rode by horse and escaped
back over the mountains to her grandfather in Tiflis.
Her grandfather decided that she should be shipped off immediately to her father, who was retired and living near
Saint Petersburg. Although her father travelled 2000 miles to meet her at Odessa, he did not find her there. She had
missed the steamer and had sailed away with the skipper of an English bark bound for Istanbul.

Wandering years
According to her own story as told to a later biographer, she spent the years 1848 to 1858 traveling the world. She
visited Egypt, France, Canada (Quebec), England, South America, Germany, Mexico, India, Greece and especially
Tibet, where she studied for two years with the ascetics, to whom she referred as Brothers. Blavatsky was initiated
for theosophical work while in Tibet.[3] She returned to Russia in 1858 and went first to see her sister Vera, a young
widow living in Rugodevo, a village left to her by her husband.

Agardi Metrovitch
During this time she began travelling with Agardi Metrovich, an Italian opera singer. While unconfirmed gossip of
that time referred to a child named Yuri whom she loved dearly, she stated in writing that Yuri was a child of her
friends the Metroviches. This view was supported by one of her many accusers, V. S. Solovioff.[4] [5] [6] Count
Witte, her first cousin on her mother's side, stated in his memoirs (as quoted by G. Williams), that her father read
aloud a letter in which Metrovich signed himself as "your affectionate grandson". This is evidence that Metrovich
considered himself Blavatsky's husband at this point. Yuri died at the age of five and Blavatsky stated that she
ceased to believe in the Russian Orthodox God. However, Theosophists claim that the Point Loma Theosophical
Society has a passport that shows that Yuri was not H.P. Blavatsky's child.[7]

Two different versions of how Agardi died are extant. G. Williams states that Agardi had been taken sick with a
fever and delirium in Ramleh and that he died in bed on April 19, 1870. In the second version, while bound for Cairo
on a boat, the Evmonia, in 1871, an explosion claimed Agardi's life and Blavatsky continued on to Cairo alone.[8]

During her stay in Cairo in the early 1870s, Blavatsky established herself as a medium and began to hold s¢ances.[9]

Another unfounded account is that while in Cairo she formed the Sociütü Spiritü for occult phenomena with Emma
Cutting (later Emma Coulomb), which is said to have closed after dissatisfied customers complained of fraudulent
activities.
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Blavatsky and Henry Steel Olcott, a lawyer, agricultural expert, and journalist
who covered the Spiritualist phenomenon

New York

In 1873 that she emigrated to New York City.
Impressing people with her professed psychic
abilities, she was spurred on to continue her
mediumship. Mediumship (among other
psychical and spiritual sciences of the time),
based upon the belief known as spiritualism
which began at Rochester, NY, was a widely
popular and fast-spreading field upon which
Blavatsky based her career.[10]

Throughout her career she claimed to have
demonstrated physical and mental psychic feats
which included levitation, clairvoyance,
out-of-body projection, telepathy and
clairaudience. Another claim of hers was
materialization (producing physical objects out
of nothing), though in general, her interests were more in the area of 'theory' and 'laws' rather than demonstration.

In 1874 at the farm of the Eddy Brothers, Helena met Henry Steel Olcott, a lawyer, agricultural expert, and journalist
who covered the spiritualist phenomenon. Soon they were working together in the "Lamasery" (alternate spelling:
"Lamastery") where her book Isis Unveiled was written. Blavatsky married her second husband, Michael C.
Betanelly on April 3, 1875 in New York City. She separated from Betanelly after a few months and their divorce
was legalized on May 25, 1878. On July 8, 1878, she became a naturalized citizen of the United States, but after
leaving for India later that year she never returned to the country.[9]

Theosophical Society
While living in New York City, she founded the Theosophical Society in September 1875, with Henry Steel Olcott,
William Quan Judge and others. Blavatsky wrote that all religions were both true in their inner teachings and
problematic or imperfect in their external conventional manifestations. Her writings connecting esoteric spiritual
knowledge with new science may be considered to be the first instance of what is now called New Age thinking.[11]

She lived in Philadelphia in 1875, where she resided at 3420£Sansom Street, now home of the White Dog Cafe.[12]

While living on Sansom Street, Madame Blavatsky became ill with an infected leg. She claimed to have undergone a
"transformation" during her illness which inspired her to found the Theosophical Society. In a letter dated June 12,
1875, she described her recovery, explaining that she dismissed the doctors and surgeons who threatened
amputation. She is quoted as saying "Fancy my leg going to the spirit land before me!" and had a white dog sleep
across her leg by night.
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India
She had moved to India, landing at Bombay on February 16, 1879,[13] where she first made the acquaintance of A. P.
Sinnett. In his book Occult World he describes how she stayed at his home in Allahabad for six weeks that year and
again the following year.[14] Helena Blavatsky and Henry Steel Olcott arrived in Colombo, in what was then known
as Ceylon (now known as Sri Lanka) on May 16, 1880.
Blavatsky and Olcott took five precepts at the Wijayananda Viharaya located in Galle on May 19, 1880.[15] On that
day Olcott and Blavatsky were formally acknowledged as Buddhists, although Olcott noted that they had previously
declared themselves Buddhists, while still living in America.[16] During their time in Ceylon, Olcott and Blavatsky
strove to revive Buddhism within the country.
Sometime around December 1880, while at a dinner party with a group including A. O. Hume and his wife, she is
claimed to have been instrumental in causing the materialization of Mrs Hume's lost brooch.[17] By 1882 the
Theosophical Society became an international organization, and it was at this time that she moved the headquarters
to Adyar near Madras, India (now Chennai).
Blavatsky later went to Germany, where she stayed at Ostend (July 15, 1886 Å May 1, 1887) where she could easily
meet her English friends. She wrote a big part of the Secret Doctrine in Ostend[18] and there she claimed a revelation
during an illness telling her to continue the book at any cost. Finally she went to England. A disciple put her up in
her own house in England, where she lived until the end of her life.

Final years
In August, 1890 she formed the "Inner Circle" of 12 disciples: "Countess Constance Wachtmeister, Mrs Isabel
Cooper-Oakley, Miss Emily Kislingbury, Miss Laura Cooper, Mrs Annie Besant, Mrs Alice Cleather, Dr Archibald
Keightley, Herbert Coryn, Claude Wright, G. R. S. Mead, E. T. Sturdy, and Walter Old".[19] Blavatsky was a close
friend of John Watkins, and inspired him to open an esoteric bookshop in London. Watkins founded Watkins Books
a few years after her death.[20] Suffering from Bright's disease and complications from influenza, Blavatsky died in
her home at 19£Avenue Road, St Johns Wood, London, on May 8, 1891.[9]

Her last words in regard to her work were: "Keep the link unbroken! Do not let my last incarnation be a failure." Her
body was cremated at Woking Crematorium on May£11;[9] and the ashes were divided between Adyar, New York,
and London, the three main centers from which her activities had radiated light and hope upon a beclouded world.[21]

May 8 is celebrated by theosophists and is called White Lotus Day.

Criticism
Well-known and controversial during her life, Blavatsky was influential on spiritualism and related subcultures: "The
western esoteric tradition has no more important figure in modern times."[22] She wrote prolifically, publishing
thousands of pages and debate continues about her work. She taught about very abstract and metaphysical principles,
but also sought to denounce and correct superstitions that, in her view, had grown in different exoteric religions.
Some of these statements are controversial. For example, she wrote: "It is 'Satan who is the god of our planet and the
only god,' and this without any allusive metaphor to its wickedness and depravity."[23] In this reference Blavatsky
says that he whom the Christian dogma calls Lucifer originally was never the representative of the evil but, on the
contrary, was the light-bringer (which is the literal meaning of the name Lucifer). According to Blavatsky the church
turned him into Satan (which means the opponent) to fit him into the newly framed Christian dogmas. A similar
view is also shared by the Christian Gnostics, ancient and modern.
Throughout much of Blavatsky's public life her work drew harsh criticism from some of the learned authorities of
her day, as for example when she said that the atom was divisible[24] , that the Bodhisattvas choose to give up
Nirvana in order to help humanity [25] and other controversial statements that were later found true. There are,
however, many statements that remain to be verified.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alfred_Percy_Sinnett
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alfred_Percy_Sinnett
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Allahabad
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Colombo
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ceylon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sri_Lanka
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Five_precepts
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Galle
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Buddhists
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=A._O._Hume
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Adyar_%28Chennai%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chennai
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ostend
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Secret_Doctrine
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Isabel_Cooper-Oakley
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Isabel_Cooper-Oakley
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Annie_Besant
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Archibald_Keightley
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Archibald_Keightley
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Watkins_Books
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bright%27s_disease
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Influenza
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cremated
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=History_of_Woking%231800s
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=White_Lotus_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Spiritualism


Helena Blavatsky 218

Critics pronounced her claim of the existence of masters of wisdom to be utterly false, and accused her of being a
charlatan, a false medium, evil, a spy for the Russians, a smoker of cannabis, a spy for the English, a racist and a
falsifier of letters. Most of the accusations remain undocumented.[26] [27] [28] [29]

H. P. Blavatsky herself said, that one of the main reasons for the many attacks on her and on the Theosophical
Society, which she was a co-founder of was:

"you must bear in mind how many powerful adversaries we have aroused ever since the formation of
our Society. As I just said, if the Theosophical movement were one of those numerous modern crazes, as
harmless at the end as they are evanescent, it would be simply laughed atâ as it is now by those who
still do not understand its real purport â and left severely alone. But it is nothing of the kind.
Intrinsically, Theosophy is the most serious movement of this age; and one, moreover, which threatens
the very life of most of the time-honoured humbugs, prejudices, and social evils of the day â those evils
which fatten and make happy the upper ten and their imitators and sycophants, the wealthy dozens of
the middle classes, while they positively crush and starve out of existence the millions of the poor. Think
of this, and you will easily understand the reason of such a relentless persecution by those others who,
more observant and perspicacious, do see the true nature of Theosophy, and therefore dread it." [30]

In The New York Times Edward Hower wrote, "Theosophical writers have defended her sources vehemently.
Skeptics have painted her as a great fraud."[31] The authenticity and originality of her writings were questioned.
Blavatsky was accused of having plagiarized a number of sources, copying the texts crudely enough to misspell the
more difficult words. See: The Sources of Madame Blavatsky's Writings by William Emmette Coleman from Modern
Priestess of Isis by Vsevolod Sergyeevich Solovyoff (author), Walter Leaf (translator).[32] However, the cosmogony
and anthropogenesis described in her major work, the Secret Doctrine, contains many important elements not to be
found in any other philosophy currently known.
In his 1885 report to the Society for Psychical Research (SPR), Richard Hodgson concluded that Blavatsky was a
fraud. However, in a 1986 press release to the newspapers and leading magazines in Great Britain, Canada and the
USA, the same SPR retracted the Hodgson report, after a re-examination of the case by the Fortean psychic Dr.
Vernon Harrison, past president of The Royal Photographic Society and formerly Research Manager to Thomas De
La Rue, an expert on forgery, as follows: "Madame Blavatsky, co-founder of the Theosophical Society, was unjustly
condemned, new study concludes."[33]

Racial theories
Blavatsky used the compounded word Root-race as a technical term to describe each of the seven successive stages
of human evolution that take place over large time periods in her cosmology. She called the current stage, the fifth
one, "Aryan".[34] This word was commonly employed by the scholars of the 19th century to refer to what today is
known as the Indo-European ethnic groups, although Blavatsky's description of the Aryan Root-race comprised the
entire humanity. This Root-race was preceded by the fourth one, which developed in Atlantis, while the third
Root-race is denominated "Lemurian". She described the Aryan Root-race in the following way:

ÄThe Aryan races, for instance, now varying from dark brown, almost black, red-brown-yellow, down to the whitest creamy colour, are yet all
of one and the same stock Ä the Fifth Root-Race Ä and spring from one single progenitor, (...) who is said to have lived over 18,000,000
years ago, and also 850,000 years ago Ä at the time of the sinking of the last remnants of the great continent of Atlantis.[35] Å

Although the whole humanity belongs to the same Root-race, her evolutionary view naturally admits a difference in
development between various ethnic groups:

ÄThe occult doctrine admits of no such divisions as the Aryan and the Semite, accepting even the Turanian with ample reservations. The
Semites, especially the Arabs, are later Aryans Ä degenerate in spirituality and perfected in materiality."[36] Å
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She also states that:

ÄThere are, or rather still were a few years ago, descendants of these half-animal tribes or races, both of remote Lemurian and
Lemuro-Atlantean origin ... Of such semi-animal creatures, the sole remnants known to Ethnology were the Tasmanians, a portion of the
Australians and a mountain tribe in China, the men and women of which are entirely covered with hair.[37] Å

It is important to notice, however, that her teachings talk about three separate levels of evolution: physical,
intellectual, and spiritual.[38] Blavatsky states that there are differences in the spiritual evolution of the Monads, in
their intellectual development of the souls, and in the physical qualities of the bodies. She also states that cultures
follow a cycle of rising, development, degeneration, and eventually disappear. But these three levels of evolution are
separate. In her teachings, the incarnating souls are beyond sex, nationality, religions, and other physical or cultural
characteristics. In its evolutionary journey, every soul has to take birth in every culture in the world, where it
acquires different skills and learns different lessons. [39] This means that ethnic groups do not have attached a
particular group of souls more or less evolved than those of other groups (except, perhaps, in the case of savages of
some tribes). Thus, even though she declares the Arabs are "later Aryans, degenerate in spirituality and perfected in
materiality" she also stated that there were wise and initiated teachers among the Jews and the Arabs.[40]

In Blavatsky's view, she was giving cold "scientific" facts (taught by what she called the "Occult Science") but her
thinking was not connected to any fascist or racist ideas as some of her critics say. The first aim of the Theosophical
Society she founded is "To form a nucleus of the Universal Brotherhood of Humanity, without distinction of race,
creed, sex, caste or colour" and her writings are full of references emphasizing the unity of humanity: "all men have
spiritually and physically the same origin" and that "mankind is essentially of one and the same essence".[41]

Also, the Theosophical teachings emphasize that a soul is less evolved than other simply because it is "younger".
There is no intrinsic difference in worth between souls of different degrees of evolution just as there is not between a
child and an adult.
Research into the history of the Theosophical Society shows that these teachings did not induce attitudes of racism
among its members and their activities. As an example, it can be pointed out that in the late 19th century India the
Theosophical Society was the only place where Hindus of different castes would share meals and discussions. The
same happened between white and black people in the Republic of South Africa during the apartheid.
Blavatsky does not claim that the present Aryan Root-race is the last and highest of them all. She prophecies the
destruction of the current races as the group of souls that comprise the current humanity appears in the future as
"higher races":

ÄThus will mankind, race after race, perform its appointed cycle-pilgrimage. Climates will, and have already begun, to change, each tropical
year after the other dropping one sub-race, but only to beget another higher race on the ascending cycle; while a series of other less favoured
groups Ä the failures of nature Ä will, like some individual men, vanish from the human family without even leaving a trace behind.

Such is the course of Nature under the sway of KARMIC LAW: of the ever present and the ever-becoming Nature.[42] Å
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Nag Hammadi library

Codex IV is one of the texts discovered at Nag Hammadi

The Nag Hammadi library [1] is a
collection of early Christian Gnostic texts
discovered near the Upper Egyptian town of
Nag Hammadi in 1945. That year, twelve
leather-bound papyrus codices buried in a
sealed jar were found by a local peasant
named Mohammed Ali Samman.[2] [3] The
writings in these codices comprised
fifty-two mostly Gnostic treatises, but they
also include three works belonging to the
Corpus Hermeticum and a partial
translation/alteration of Plato's Republic. In
his "Introduction" to The Nag Hammadi
Library in English, James Robinson
suggests that these codices may have
belonged to a nearby Pachomian monastery,
and were buried after Bishop Athanasius
condemned the uncritical use of
non-canonical books in his Festal Letter of 367 CE [4].

The contents of the codices were written in the Coptic language, though the works were probably all translations
from Greek[5] . The best-known of these works is probably the Gospel of Thomas, of which the Nag Hammadi
codices contain the only complete text. After the discovery it was recognized that fragments of these sayings
attributed to Jesus appeared in manuscripts discovered at Oxyrhynchus in 1898, and matching quotations were
recognized in other early Christian sources. Subsequently, a 1st or 2nd century date of composition circa 80 CE for
the lost Greek originals of the Gospel of Thomas has been proposed, though this is disputed by many if not the
majority of biblical matter researchers. The once buried manuscripts themselves date from the 3rd and 4th centuries.

The Nag Hammadi codices are housed in the Coptic Museum in Cairo, Egypt. To read about their significance to
modern scholarship into early Christianity, see the Gnosticism article.
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Discovery at Nag Hammadi

The site of discovery, Nag Hammadi in map of
Egypt

The story of the discovery of the Nag Hammadi library in 1945 has
been described as 'exciting as the contents of the find itself'.[6] In
December of that year, two Egyptian brothers found several papyri in a
large earthenware vessel while digging for fertilizer around limestone
caves near present-day Hamra Dom in Upper Egypt. The find was not
initially reported by either of the brothers, who sought to make money
from the manuscripts by selling them individually at intervals. It is also
reported that the brothers' mother burned several of the manuscripts,
worried, apparently, that the papers might have 'dangerous effects'
(Markschies, Gnosis, 48). As a result, what came to be known as the
Nag Hammadi library (owing to the proximity of the find to Nag
Hammadi, the nearest major settlement) appeared only gradually, and
its significance went unacknowledged until some time after its initial
uncovering.

In 1946, the brothers became involved in a feud, and left the
manuscripts with a Coptic priest, whose brother-in-law in October that year sold a codex to the Coptic Museum in
Old Cairo (this tract is today numbered Codex III in the collection). The resident Coptologist and religious historian
Jean Dorese, realizing the significance of the artifact, published the first reference to it in 1948. Over the years, most
of the tracts were passed by the priest to a Cypriot antiques dealer in Cairo, thereafter being retained by the
Department of Antiquities, for fear that they would be sold out of the country. After the revolution in 1956, these
texts were handed to the Coptic Museum in Cairo, and declared national property. Pahor Labib, the director of the
Coptic Museum at that time, was keen to keep these manuscripts in their country of origin.

Meanwhile, a single codex had been sold in Cairo to a Belgian antique dealer. After an attempt was made to sell the
codex in both New York and Paris, it was acquired by the Carl Gustav Jung Institute in Zurich in 1951, through the
mediation of Gilles Quispel. There it was intended as a birthday present to the famous psychologist; for this reason,
this codex is typically known as the Jung Codex, being Codex I in the collection.
Jung's death in 1961 caused a quarrel over the ownership of the Jung Codex, with the result that the pages were not
given to the Coptic Museum in Cairo until 1975, after a first edition of the text had been published. Thus the papyri
were finally brought together in Cairo: of the 1945 find, eleven complete books and fragments of two others,
'amounting to well over 1000 written pages' are preserved there.[7]

Translation
The first edition of a text found at Nag Hammadi was from the Jung Codex, a partial translation of which appeared
in Cairo in 1956, and a single extensive facsimile edition was planned. Due to the difficult political circumstances in
Egypt, individual tracts followed from the Cairo and Zurich collections only slowly.
This state of affairs changed only in 1966, with the holding of the Messina Congress in Italy. At this conference, 
intended to allow scholars to arrive at a group consensus concerning the definition of gnosticism, James M. 
Robinson, an expert on religion, assembled a group of editors and translators whose express task was to publish a 
bilingual edition of the Nag Hammadi codices in English, in collaboration with the Institute for Antiquity and 
Christianity [8] at the Claremont Graduate University in Claremont, California. Robinson had been elected secretary 
of the International Committee for the Nag Hammadi Codices, which had been formed in 1970 by UNESCO and the 
Egyptian Ministry of Culture; it was in this capacity that he oversaw the project. In the meantime, a facsimile edition 
in twelve volumes did appear between 1972 and 1977, with subsequent additions in 1979 and 1984 from publisher 
E.J. Brill in Leiden, called The Facsimile Edition of the Nag Hammadi Codices, making the whole find available for
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all interested parties to study in some form.
At the same time, in the German Democratic Republic a group of scholars--including Alexander Bohlig, Martin
Krause and New Testament scholars Gesine Schenke, Hans-Martin Schenke and Hans-Gebhard Bethge--were
preparing the first German translation of the find. The last three scholars prepared a complete scholarly translation
under the auspices of the Berlin Humboldt University, which was published in 2001.
The James M. Robinson translation was first published in 1977, with the name The Nag Hammadi Library in
English, in collaboration between E.J. Brill and Harper & Row. The single-volume publication, according to
Robinson, 'marked the end of one stage of Nag Hammadi scholarship and the beginning of another' (from the Preface
to the third revised edition). Paperback editions followed in 1981 and 1984, from E.J. Brill and Harper respectively.
A third, completely revised edition was published in 1988. This marks the final stage in the gradual dispersal of
gnostic texts into the wider public arena--the full complement of codices was finally available in unadulterated form
to people around the world, in a variety of languages.
A further English edition was published in 1987, by Yale scholar Bentley Layton, called The Gnostic Scriptures: A
New Translation with Annotations (Garden City: Doubleday & Co., 1987). The volume unified new translations
from the Nag Hammadi Library with extracts from the heresiological writers, and other gnostic material. It remains,
along with The Nag Hammadi Library in English one of the more accessible volumes translating the Nag Hammadi
find, with extensive historical introductions to individual gnostic groups, notes on translation, annotations to the text
and the organization of tracts into clearly defined movements.
Not all scholars, however, agree that the entire library should be considered Gnostic. Paterson Brown has argued
forcefully that the three Nag Hammadi Gospels of Thomas, Philip and Truth cannot be so labeled, since each
explicitly affirms the basic reality and sanctity of incarnate life, which Gnosticism by definition considers illusory or
evil: 'Are the Coptic Gospels Gnostic?' [9].[10]

Complete list of codices found in Nag Hammadi

Nag Hammadi texts

á Codex I (also known as The Jung
Foundation Codex):

á The Prayer of the Apostle Paul
á The Apocryphon of James (also

known as the Secret Book of James)
á The Gospel of Truth
á The Treatise on the Resurrection
á The Tripartite Tractate

á Codex II:
á The Apocryphon of John
á The Gospel of Thomas a sayings

gospel
á The Gospel of Philip
á The Hypostasis of the Archons
á On the Origin of the World
á The Exegesis on the Soul
á The Book of Thomas the Contender

á Codex III:
á The Apocryphon of John
á The Gospel of the Egyptians
á Eugnostos the Blessed

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=German_Democratic_Republic
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alexander_Bohlig
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Martin_Krause
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Martin_Krause
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_Testament
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gesine_Schenke
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hans-Martin_Schenke
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hans-Gebhard_Bethge
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=German_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Berlin
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Humboldt_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Harper_%26_Row
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Preface
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Yale
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bentley_Layton
http://www.metalog.org/files/gnostic.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:NagHammadi_1.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jung_Foundation_Codex
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jung_Foundation_Codex
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Prayer_of_the_Apostle_Paul
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apocryphon_of_James
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gospel_of_Truth
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Treatise_on_the_Resurrection
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tripartite_Tractate
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apocryphon_of_John
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gospel_of_Thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gospel_of_Philip
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hypostasis_of_the_Archons
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=On_the_Origin_of_the_World_%28Nag_Hammadi%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Exegesis_on_the_Soul
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Book_of_Thomas_the_Contender
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apocryphon_of_John
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Coptic_Gospel_of_the_Egyptians
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Epistle_of_Eugnostos


Nag Hammadi library 226

á The Sophia of Jesus Christ
á The Dialogue of the Saviour

á Codex IV:
á The Apocryphon of John
á The Gospel of the Egyptians

á Codex V:
á Eugnostos the Blessed
á The Apocalypse of Paul
á The First Apocalypse of James
á The Second Apocalypse of James
á The Apocalypse of Adam

á Codex VI:
á The Acts of Peter and the Twelve Apostles
á The Thunder, Perfect Mind
á Authoritative Teaching
á The Concept of Our Great Power
á Republic by Plato - The original is not gnostic, but the Nag Hammadi library version is heavily modified with

then-current gnostic concepts.
á The Discourse on the Eighth and Ninth - a Hermetic treatise
á The Prayer of Thanksgiving (with a hand-written note) - a Hermetic prayer
á Asclepius 21-29 - another Hermetic treatise

á Codex VII:
á The Paraphrase of Shem
á The Second Treatise of the Great Seth
á Gnostic Apocalypse of Peter
á The Teachings of Silvanus
á The Three Steles of Seth

á Codex VIII:
á Zostrianos
á The Letter of Peter to Philip

á Codex IX:
á Melchizedek
á The Thought of Norea
á The Testimony of truth

á Codex X:
á Marsanes

á Codex XI:
á The Interpretation of Knowledge
á A Valentinian Exposition, On the Anointing, On Baptism (A and B) and On the Eucharist (A and B)
á Allogenes
á Hypsiphrone

á Codex XII
á The Sentences of Sextus
á The Gospel of Truth
á Fragments
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á Codex XIII:
á Trimorphic Protennoia
á On the Origin of the World

The so-called "Codex XIII" is in fact not a codex, but rather the text of Trimorphic Protennoia, written on "... eight
leaves removed from a thirteenth book in late antiquity and tucked inside the front cover of the sixth." (Robinson,
NHLE, p.£10) Only a few lines from the beginning of Origin of the World are discernible on the bottom of the eighth
leaf.

Further reading
á Layton, Bentley (1987). The Gnostic Scriptures. SCM Press. ISBN£0-334-02022-0. (526 pages)
á Markschies, Christoph (trans. John Bowden), (2000). Gnosis: An Introduction. T & T Clark.

ISBN£0-567-08945-2. (145 pages)
á Pagels, Elaine (1979). The Gnostic Gospels. ISBN£0-679-72453-2. (182 pages)
á Robinson, James (1988). The Nag Hammadi Library in English. ISBN£0-06-066934-9. (549 pages)
á Robinson, James M., 1979 "The discovery of the Nag Hammadi codices," in Biblical Archaeology vol. 42,

pp206Å224.

Notes and references
[1] Sometimes popularly known as the Gnostic Gospels after Elaine Pagels' 1979 book of the same name, but the term has a wider meaning.
[2] The Nag Hammadi Library: The Minor History Behind a Major Discovery (http:/ / www. nag-hammadi. com/ history. html)
[3] Marvin Meyer and James M. Robinson, Nag Hammadi Scriptures, The: The International Edition. HarperOne, 2007. pp 2-3. ISBN

0-06-052378-6
[4] http:/ / www. ccel. org/ ccel/ schaff/ npnf204. xxv. iii. iii. xxv. html
[5] Robinson, James M., The Nag Hammadi Library, HarperCollins, 1988, p.2
[6] (Markschies, Gnosis: An Introduction, 48).
[7] (Markschies, Gnosis: An Introduction, 49)
[8] http:/ / iac. cgu. edu/
[9] http:/ / www. metalog. org/ files/ gnostic. html
[10] Essay on the Ecumenical Coptic Project (http:/ / www. metalog. org/ ) website, from which the requisite Coptic font may be downloaded.

External links
á The Gospel of Thomas (http:/ / www. earlychristianwritings. com/ thomas. html)
á The Nag Hammadi THE GNOSTIC SOCIETY LIBRARY (http:/ / www. gnosis. org/ naghamm/ nhlalpha. html)
á The Nag Hammadi Library (http:/ / www. nag-hammadi. com/ )
á How the manuscripts were found (http:/ / www. tertullian. org/ rpearse/ manuscripts/ nag_hammadi. htm)
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Gnostic Society
The Gnostic Society is an organization founded in Los Angeles in 1928 incorporated in 1939 by James Morgan
Pryse and his brother John Pryse for studies of Gnosticism.123 Stephan A. Hoeller, PhD, noted author and lecturer
and a leading exponent of Gnosticism as living religious practice3, has been director of studies since 1963,5 and is
also the Bishop of the Ecclesia Gnostica.
The Gnostic Society is an educational organization "dedicated to advancing the study, understanding, and individual
experience of Gnosis." Dr. Hoeller has been giving Friday evening lectures at the Gnostic Society in the Los Angeles
area for over forty years.6 Admission is free, relying on voluntary offerings. Many of these lectures have been
recorded and are available in mp3 format.67

References
1.£Pearson, Birger (2007). Ancient Gnosticism: Traditions and Literature. Minneapolis: Fortress Press.
pp.£240. ISBN£9780800632588.
2.£Smith, Richard (1995). "The revival of ancient Gnosis". In Segal, Robert. The Allure of Gnosticism: the
Gnostic experience in Jungian psychology and contemporary culture. Open Court. pp.£206.
ISBN£0812692780.
3.£Lucas, Philip Charles (1995). The Odyssey of a New Religion: The Holy Order of MANS from New Age to
Orthodoxy. Indiana University Press. pp.£279. ISBN£0253336120.
4.£Goodrick-Clarke, Clare (2005). G. R. S. Mead and the Gnostic Quest. North Atlantic Books. pp.£30.
ISBN£155643572X.
5.£"Quest Books" [1]. Retrieved 2008-03-27.
6.£"The Gnostic Society" [2]. Retrieved 2008-03-27.
7.£"BC Recordings - Gnostic Society lectures" [3]. Retrieved 2008-03-27.

External links
á Gnostic Society [4]

á The Gnostic Society Lecture Schedule [5]

á BC Recordings - Gnostic Society lectures [3]
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[2] http:/ / gnosis. org/ gnostsoc/ gnostsoc. htm
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[4] http:/ / www. gnosis. org/
[5] http:/ / gnosis. org/ gnostsoc/ gnostsoc. htm#Current
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Gnostic texts
Gnosticism used a number of religious texts that are preserved, in part or whole, in ancient manuscripts or are lost
but mentioned critically in Patristic writings.

Gnostic texts

Full or fragmentary
These texts exist in surviving manuscripts.
á Acts of John

á The Hymn of Jesus
á Acts of Peter
á Acts of Peter and the Twelve
á Acts of Thomas

á The Hymn of the Pearl
á Allogenes
á Apocalypse of Adam
á First Apocalypse of James
á Second Apocalypse of James
á Apocryphon of James
á Apocryphon of John
á Coptic Apocalypse of Paul
á Coptic Apocalypse of Peter
á Books of Jeu
á Book of Thomas the Contender
á Dialogue of the Saviour
á Letter of Peter to Philip
á Odes of Solomon
á Pistis Sophia
á Secret Gospel of Mark
á The Sophia of Jesus Christ
á Gospel of the Egyptians
á Gospel of Judas
á Gospel of Mary
á Gospel of Philip
á Gospel of Thomas
á Gospel of Truth
á Unknown Berlin Gospel or Gospel of the Savior
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Quoted or alluded
These texts are mentioned or partially quoted in the writings of the Church Fathers.
á Gospel of Basilides mentioned by Origen, Jerome, Ambrose, Philip of Side, and Bede.
á Basilides' Exegetica mentioned in Hippolytus of Rome (Refutatio Omnium Haeresium VII, i-xv and X, x) and

Clement of Alexandria (Stromata IV, xii and IV, xxiv-xxvi)
á Epiphanes' On Righteousness, mentioned in Clement of Alexandria (Str. III, ii).
á Heracleon, Fragments from his Commentary on the Gospel of John, mentioned in Origen (Commentary on the

Gospel of John)
á Naassene Fragment mentioned in Hippolytus (Ref. 5.7.2-9).
á Ophite Diagrams mentioned in Celsus and Origen
á Ptolemy's Commentary on the Gospel of John Prologue, mentioned in Irenaeus.[1]

á Ptolemy's Letter to Flora, mentioned in Epiphanius.[2]

á Theodotus: Excerpta Ex Theodoto mentioned in Clement of Alexandria.

Manuscripts

The Nag Hammadi library is a collection of early
Christian Gnostic texts discovered near the
Egyptian town of Nag Hammadi in 1945.

á Askew Codex contains Pistis Sophia and some other unknown texts.
á Berlin Codex, 5th century, contains a fragmentary Gospel of Mary,

out of nineteen pages, pages 1Å6 and 11-14 are missing entirely, the
Apocryphon of John, The Sophia of Jesus Christ, and an epitome of
the Act of Peter.

á Bruce Codex contains the first and second Books of Jeu and three
fragments - an untitled text, an untitled hymn, and the text "On the
Passage of the Soul Through the Archons of the Midst".

á Codex Tchacos, 4th century, contains the Gospel of Judas, the First
Apocalypse of James, the Letter of Peter to Philip, and a fragment
of Allogenes.

á Nag Hammadi library contains a large number of texts (for a
complete list see the listing)

á Three Oxyrhynchus papyri contain portions of the Gospel of Thomas:
á Oxyrhyncus 1: this is half a leaf of papyrus which contains fragments of logion 26 through 33.
á Oxyrhyncus 654: this contains fragments of the beginning through logion 7, logion 24 and logion 36 on the flip

side of a papyrus containing surveying data.
á Oxyrhyncus 655: this contains fragments of logion 36 through logion 39 and is actually 8 fragments named a

through h, whereof f and h have since been lost.

Notes
[1] Adversus haereses, I, viii, 5.
[2] Hìr. XXXIII, 3-7.

External links
á The Gnostic Society Library (http:/ / www. gnosis. org/ library. html)
á Gnostics, Gnostic Gospels, & Gnosticism (http:/ / www. earlychristianwritings. com/ gnostics. html) - from

earlychristianwritings.com
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List of gnostic terms
The following is a list of vocabulary that many books on gnosticism will assume the reader is familiar with

 Term  Definition 

sarkic earthly, hidebound, ignorant, uninitiated. The lowest level of human thought the fleshly, instinctive level of thinking.

hylic lowest order of the three types of human. Unable to be saved since their thinking is entirely material, incapable of understanding the
gnosis.

psychic "soulful," partially initiated. Matter-dwelling spirits

pneumatic "spiritual," fully initiated. immaterial, souls. Escaping the doom of the material world via gnosis

aeon one of various levels of reality

archon one of various powers in the cosmos

pleroma fulfillment, the higher reality of archetypes (related to Plato's realm of Ideas). The region of light.

kenoma the visible or manifest cosmos, "lower" than the pleroma

charisma gift, or energy, bestowed by pneumatics through oral teaching and personal encounters

Sophia "wisdom," worldly understanding; personified as Lady Wisdom, the syzygy of Christ

logos The logos is the divine ordering principle of the cosmos; personified as Christ. See also Odic force

hypostasis Literally "that which stands beneath" the inner reality, emanation (appearance) of God, known to psychics

ousia essence of God, known to pneumatics. Specific individual things or being

gnosis "knowledge," direct insight into God attained by pneumatics

syzygy a divine active-passive, male-female pair of aeons, complementary to one another rather than oppositional

demiurge an entity (usually seen as evil) responsible for the creation of the physical universe and the physical aspect of humanity. The creator
God

theos The Greek term for god. Used by Christian Gnostics for the monad

Emanation The Supreme Light or Consciousness descends through a series of stages, gradations, worlds or hypostases, becoming progressively
more material and embodied. In time it will turn around to return to the One (epistrophe), retracing its steps through spiritual
knowledge and contemplation.

References
á Elaine Pagels, The Gnostic Paul: Gnostic Exegesis of the Pauline Letters ISBN 1563380390
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Archetype

The Nativity scene, with its message of birth and hope for the world, became an archetype
in Western culture.

An archetype (pronounced /ò³rkõtaõp/)
is an original model of a person, ideal
example, or a prototype upon which
others are copied, patterned, or
emulated; a symbol universally
recognized by all. In psychology, an
archetype is a model of a person,
personality, or behavior.

In philosophy, archetypes since Plato
at least, refer to ideal forms of the
perceived or sensible things or types.

In the analysis of personality, the term
archetype is often broadly used to refer
to

1. a stereotypeÄpersonality type
observed multiple times, especially
an oversimplification of such a
type,

2. an epitomeÄpersonality type exemplified, especially the "greatest" such example, or
3. a literary term to express details.
Archetype refers to a generic version of a personality. In this sense "mother figure" may be considered an archetype
and may be identified in various characters with otherwise distinct (non-generic) personalities.
Archetypes are likewise supposed to have been present in folklore and literature for thousands of years, including
prehistoric artwork. The use of archetypes to illuminate personality and literature was advanced by Carl Jung early in
the 20th century, who suggested the existence of universal contentless forms that channel experiences and emotions,
resulting in recognizable and typical patterns of behavior with certain probable outcomes. Archetypes are cited as
important to both ancient mythology and modern narratives, as argued by Joseph Campbell in works such as The
Hero With a Thousand Faces.

Etymology
First attested in English in 1540s,[1] the word archetype derives from the Latin noun archetypum, the latinisation of
the Greek noun ÉúùéãöâäÅ (archetupon) and adjective ÉúùéãöâäÖ (archetupos), meaning "first-moulded",[2] which
is a compound of Éúùì (archí,) "beginning, origin"[3] + ã¾âäÖ (tupos), amongst others "pattern, model, type".[4]

Pronunciation note: The "ch" in archetype is a transliteration of the Greek chi (ù) and is most commonly articulated
in English as a "k".[5]
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Origins
The origins of the archetypal hypothesis date back as far as Plato. Jung himself compared archetypes to Platonic
ideas. Plato's ideas were pure mental forms, that were imprinted in the soul before it was born into the world. They
were collective in the sense that they embodied the fundamental characteristics of a thing rather than its specific
peculiarities.

Jungian archetypes
The concept of psycholog archetypes was advanced by the Swiss psychiatrist Carl Jung, c. 1919. In Jung's
psychological framework archetypes are innate, universal prototypes for ideas and may be used to interpret
observations. A group of memories and interpretations associated with an archetype is a complex, e.g. a mother
complex associated with the mother archetype. Jung treated the archetypes as psychological organs, analogous to
physical ones in that both are morphological constructs that arose through evolution.[6]

Jung outlined five main archetypes;
á The Self, the regulating center of the psyche and facilitator of individuation
á The Shadow, the opposite of the ego image, often containing qualities with which the ego does not identify, but

which it possesses nonetheless
á The Anima, the feminine image in a man's psyche; or:
á The Animus, the masculine image in a woman's psyche
á The Persona, how we present to the world, is another of 'the subpersonalities, the complexes'[7] and usually

protects the Ego from negative images (acts like a mask)
Although archetypes can take on innumerable forms, there are a few particularly notable, recurring archetypal
images:

á The Child
á The Hero
á The Great Mother
á The Wise old man or Sage
á The Wise Old Woman/Man, archetypes of the collective unconscious

á The Trickster or Fox
á The Devil or Satan
á The Scarecrow
á The Mentor
á Rebirth

Jung also outlined what he called archetypes of transformation. Not personality constructs, they are situations,
places, ways and means that symbolize the transformation in question. These archetypes exist primarily as energy -
and are useful in organizational development, personal and organizational change management, and extensively used
in place branding.

In pedagogy
Clifford Mayes (born July 15, 1953), professor in the Brigham Young University McKay School of Education, has
developed what he has termed archetypal pedagogy. Mayes' work also aims at promoting what he calls archetypal
reflectivity in teachers; this is a means of encouraging teachers to examine and work with psychodynamic issues,
images, and assumptions as those factors affect their pedagogical practices. Archetypal reflectivity, which draws not
only upon Jungian psychology but transpersonal psychology generally, offers an avenue for teachers to probe the
spiritual dimensions of teaching and learning in non-dogmatic terms.
In USA, Mayes' two most recent works, Inside Education: Depth Psychology in Teaching and Learning (2007) and 
The Archetypal Hero's Journey in Teaching and Learning: A Study in Jungian Pedagogy (2008), incorporate the 
psychoanalytic theories of Heinz Kohut (particularly Kohut's notion of the selfobject) and the object relations theory 
of Ronald Fairbairn and D.W. Winnicott. Some of Mayes' work in curriculum theory, especially Seven Curricular 
Landscapes: An Approach to the Holistic Curriculum (2003) and Understanding the Whole Student: Holistic
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Multicultural Education (2007), is concerned with holistic education.

Archetypes in literature and art
Archetypes can be found in nearly all forms of literature, with their motifs being predominantly rooted in folklore.
William Butler Yeats completed an automatic writing with his wife (Georgie) Hyde-Lees. This book A Vision
contains an interesting mapping and list of 28 archetypes by these characters' will and fate. Tarot cards depict a
system of archetypes used for divination of a persons' fate or story. Also the No plays of Japan, the characters
skillfully depicted with exaggerated expression and elaborate costume clearly portray a system of archetypes.
William Shakespeare is known for creating many archetypal characters that hold great social importance in his
native land. Falstaff, the bawdy, rotund comic knight; Romeo and Juliet, the ill-fated ("star-crossed") lovers; Richard
II, the hero who dies with honor; and many others. Although Shakespeare based many of his characters on existing
archetypes from fables and myths (e.g., Romeo and Juliet on Arthur Brooke's Romeus and Juliet), Shakespeare's
characters stand out as original by their contrast against a complex, social literary landscape. For instance, in The
Tempest, Shakespeare borrowed from a manuscript by William Strachey that detailed an actual shipwreck of the
Virginia-bound 17th-century English sailing vessel Sea Venture in 1609 on the islands of Bermuda. Shakespeare also
borrowed heavily from a speech by Medea in Ovid's Metamorphoses in writing Prospero's renunciative speech;
nevertheless, the unique combination of these elements in the character of Prospero created a new interpretation of
the sage magician as that of a carefully plotting hero, quite distinct from the wizard-as-advisor archetype of Merlin
or Gandalf. Both of these are likely derived from priesthood authority archetypes, such as Celtic Druids, or perhaps
Biblical figures like Abraham, Moses, etc.; or in the case of Gandalf, the Norse figure Odin.
Certain common methods of character depiction employed in dramatic performance rely on the pre-existence of
literary archetypes. Stock characters used in theatre or film are based on highly generic literary archetypes. A
pastiche is an imitation of an archetype or prototype in order to pay homage to the original creator.
Sheri Tepper's novel Plague of Angels contains archetypical villages, essentially human zoos where a wide variety of
archetypal people are kept, including heroes, orphans, oracles, ing¢nues, bastards, young lovers, poets, princesses,
martyrs, and fools.
Similarly, the song "Atlantis" by Donovan (a 1960 singer/songwriter) mentions twelve archetypal characters leaving
the sinking Atlantis and spreading to the far corners of the world to bring civilization, though only five of the twelve
are mentioned in the song:

Knowing her fate, Atlantis sent out ships to all corners of the Earth.
On board were the Twelve:
The poet, the physician, the farmer, the scientist, the magician,
And the other so-called Gods of our legends,
Though Gods they were.

The superhero genre is also frequently cited as emblematic of archetypal literature.
The young, flawed, and brooding antihero [Spider-Man] became the most widely imitated archetype in
the superhero genre since the appearance of Superman.
ÄBradford W. Wright, Comic Book Nation: The transformation of Youth Culture in America 212
ÄSuperman on the Couch by Danny Fingeroth 151
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Sarkic
Sarkic, from the Greek ÉÅôÆ, flesh (or hylic, from the Greek ¢£é, stuff, or matter) in gnosticism describes the lowest
level of human nature£Ä the fleshly, instinctive level. This isn't the notion of body as opposed to thought; rather the
sarkic level is said to be the lowest level of thought.

Hylics
In modern usage "hylic" refers to anything that is slanted toward the thought of any illusory concept, or that which
gives an unbalanced view of life. It does not just refer to things slanted toward materialistic pursuits but to anything
that is out of order with the rhythm of nature. Nature, in this context, refers to anything that is in harmony with the
Divine Law, the Living Word. It is the One Law of the Cosmos and covers all bases Spiritually, Mentally and
Physically.
Modern usage also defines matter as not necessarily being that which is seen, felt or tasted. Quantum Physics defines
matter much differently than did Newton or the old Gnostics, So hylic would not fit into the old Gnostic ideas in this
modern age.
Hylic (from Greek ¾çí (hylí) "matter") is the opposite of psychic (from Greek *öùì (psychí) "soul").
In the gnostic view, hylics, also called Somatics (from Gk É«èê (sèma) "body"), were the lowest order of the three
types of human. The other two were the psychics and the pneumatics (from Gk âÅå¾èê (pneuma) "spirit, breath").
So humanity comprised matter-bound beings, matter-dwelling spirits and the matter-free or immaterial, souls.
Somatics were deemed completely bound to matter. Matter, the material world, was seen as "evil" in the gnostic
world view. The material world was created by a demiurge, in some instances a blind, mad God, in others an army of
rebellious angels as a trap for the spiritual Ennoia. The duty of (spiritual) man was to escape the material world by
the aid of the hidden knowledge (gnosis)[1] .
Somatics were human in form, but since their entire focus was on the material world, such as eating, sleeping,
mating, creature comforts, they were seen as doomed. The pneumatic saw himself as escaping the doom of the
material world via the secret knowledge. Somatics were thought to be incapable of understanding.
For consideration of these dynamics see for example, The Gospel of Judas, believed to be a gnostic text, where Jesus
is posited as a Pneumatic and the other disciples, non-gnostics, as Somatics.
[1] Freke, Timothy (2001). Jesus and the Lost Goddess: The Secret Teachings of the Original Christians. Three Rivers Press.

ISBN£9781400045945.
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Pneumatic (Gnosticism)
The pneumatics ("spiritual", from Greek âÅåÀèê, "spirit") were, in gnosticism, the highest order of humans, the
other two orders being psychics and hylics. The pneumatic saw himself as escaping the doom of the material world
via the secret knowledge. Outsiders could only know these secrets by joining a gnostic group. To be a gnostic is to
believe in three planes of existence: the pure unknown (demiurge), the material world of coitus and comfort, and the
pure spiritual realm of ascension or escape.

Abraxas
The word Abrasax (Gk. àô²àûà³, which is far more common in the sources than the variant form Abraxas,
àô²à³àû) was a word of mystic meaning in the system of the Gnostic Basilides, being there applied to the ÑGreat
ArchonÖ (Gk., megas archèn), the princeps of the 365 spheres (Gk., ouranoi).[1] In Gnostic cosmology, the 7 letters
spelling its name represent each of the 7 classic planetsÄSun, Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn.[2]

The word is found in Gnostic texts such as the Holy Book of the Great Invisible Spirit, and also appears in the Greek
Magical Papyri. It was engraved on certain antique gemstones, called on that account Abraxas stones, which were
used as amulets or charms. As the initial spelling on stones was 'Abrasax' (àÊúêÉê½), the spelling of 'Abraxas' seen
today probably originates in the confusion made between the Greek letters Sigma and Xi in the Latin transliteration.
The word may be related to Abracadabra, although other explanations exist.
There are similarities and differences between such figures in reports about Basilides' teaching, ancient Gnostic texts,
the larger Greco-Roman magical traditions, and modern magical and esoteric writings. Opinions abound on Abraxas,
who in recent centuries has been claimed to be both an Egyptian god and a demon.[3] The Swiss Psychologist Carl
Jung wrote a short Gnostic treatise in 1916 called The Seven Sermons to the Dead, which called Abraxas a God
higher than the Christian God and Devil, that combines all opposites into one Being.

Sources
It is uncertain what the actual role and function of Abrasax was in the Basilidian system, as our authorities often
show no direct acquaintance with the doctrines of Basilides himself.

As an archon

Gemstone carved with Abrasax, obverse and reverse.

In the system described by Irenaeus, "the Unbegotten
Father" is the progenitor of Nous, and from Nous Logos,
from Logos Phronesis, from Phronesis Sophia and
Dynamis, from Sophia and Dynamis principalities, powers,
and angels, the last of whom create "the first heaven." They
in turn originate a second series, who create a second
heaven. The process continues in like manner until 365
heavens are in existence, the angels of the last or visible
heaven being the authors of our world. "The ruler"
[principem, i.e.. probably ton archonta] of the 365 heavens
"is Abraxas, and for this reason he contains within himself
365 numbers."
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The name occurs in the Refutation of all Heresies (vii. 26) by Hippolytus, who appears in these chapters to have
followed the Exegetica of Basilides. After describing the manifestation of the Gospel in the Ogdoad and Hebdomad,
he adds that the Basilidians have a long account of the innumerable creations and powers in the several 'stages' of the
upper world (diastemata), in which they speak of 365 heavens and say that "their great archon" is Abrasax, because
his name contains the number 365, the number of the days in the year; i.e. the sum of the numbers denoted by the
Greek letters in àô²àûà³ is 365:

à = 1, ô = 2, ² = 100, à = 1, û = 200, à = 1, ³ = 60

As a god
Epiphanius (Haer. 69, 73 f.) appears to follow partly Irenaeus, partly the lost Compendium of Hippolytus.[4] He
designates Abrasax more distinctly as "the power above all, and First Principle," "the cause and first archetype" of all
things; and mentions that the Basilidians referred to 365 as the number of parts (mele) in the human body, as well as
of days in the year.
The author of the appendix to Tertullian De Praescr. Haer. (c. 4), who likewise follows Hippolytus's
Compendium,[5] adds some further particulars; that 'Abraxas' gave birth to Mind (nous), the first in the series of
primary powers enumerated likewise by Irenaeus and Epiphanius; that the world, as well as the 365 heavens, was
created in honour of 'Abraxas;' and that Christ was sent not by the Maker of the world but by 'Abraxas.'
Nothing can be built on the vague allusions of Jerome, according to whom 'Abraxas' meant for Basilides "the
greatest God" (De vir. ill. 21), "the highest God" (Dial. adv. Lucif. 23), "the Almighty God" (Comm. in Amos iii. 9),
and "the Lord the Creator" (Comm. in Nah. i. 11). The notices in Theodoret (Haer. fab. i. 4), Augustine (Haer. 4),
and 'Praedestinatus' (i. 3), have no independent value.
It is evident from these particulars that Abrasax was the name of the first of the 365 Archons, and accordingly stood
below Sophia and Dynamis and their progenitors; but his position is not expressly stated, so that the writer of the
supplement to Tertullian had some excuse for confusing him with "the Supreme God."

As an Aeon
With the availability of primary sources, such as the those in Nag Hammadi library, the identity of Abrasax remains
unclear. The Holy Book of the Great Invisible Spirit, for instance, refers to Abrasax as an Aeon dwelling with Sophia
and other Aeons of the Pleroma in the light of the luminary Eleleth. In several texts, the luminary Eleleth is the last
of the luminaries (Spiritual Lights) that come forward, and it is the Aeon Sophia, associated with Eleleth, who
encounters darkness and becomes involved in the chain of events that leads to the Demiurge's rule of this world, and
the salvage effort that ensues. As such, the role of Aeons of Eleleth, including Abrasax, Sophia, and others, pertains
to this outer border of the Pleroma that encounters the ignorance of the world of Lack and interacts to rectify the
error of ignorance in the world of materiality.

Abrasax stones
A vast number of engraved stones are in existence, to which the name "Abrasax-stones" has long been given. One
particularly fine example was included as part of the Thetford treasure from fourth century Norfolk, UK. The
subjects are mythological, and chiefly grotesque, with various inscriptions, in which àô²àûà³ often occurs, alone
or with other words. Sometimes the whole space is taken up with the inscription. In certain obscure magical writings
of Egyptian origin ÉÊúê½¶Ö or ÉÊúêÉ¶½ is found associated with other names which frequently accompany it on
gems;[6] it is also found on the Greek metal tesserì among other mystic words. The meaning of the legends is
seldom intelligible: but some of the gems are amulets; and the same may be the case with nearly all.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Philosophumena
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hippolytus_of_Rome
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Epiphanius_of_Salamis
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Panarion
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jerome
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Theodoret
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Augustine
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thetford_treasure


Abraxas 238

Anguipede

Engraving from an Abrasax stone.

In a great majority of instances the name Abrasax is associated with a
singular composite figure, having a Chimera-like appearance
somewhat resembling a basilisk or the Greek primordial god Chronos
(not to be confused with the Greek titan Cronus). According to E. A.
Wallis Budge, "as a Pantheus, i.e. All-God, he appears on the amulets
with the head of a cock (Ph+bus) or of a lion (Ra or Mithras), the body
of a man, and his legs are serpents which terminate in scorpions, types
of the Agathodaimon. In his right hand he grasps a club, or a flail, and
in his left is a round or oval shield." This form was also referred to as
the Anguipede. Budge surmised that Abrasax was "a form of the Adam
Kadmon of the Kabbalists and the Primal Man whom God made in His
own image."[7]

Some parts at least of the figure above mentioned are solar symbols,
and the Basilidian Abrasax is manifestly connected with the sun. J. J.
Bellermann has speculated that "the whole represents the Supreme
Being, with his Five great Emanations, each one pointed out by means
of an expressive emblem. Thus, from the human body, the usual form
assigned to the Deity, forasmuch as it is written that God created man
in his own image, issue the two supporters, Nous and Logos, symbols
of the inner sense and the quickening understanding, as typified by the
serpents, for the same reason that had induced the old Greeks to assign
this reptile for an attribute to Pallas. His headÄa cock'sÄrepresents Phronesis, the fowl being emblematical of
foresight and vigilance. His two hands bear the badges of Sophia and Dynamis, the shield of Wisdom, and the
scourge of Power."[8]

Hebraic names
These Abrasax-stones often bear Hebraic names of God: Iao, Sabaoth, Adonai, Eloai. The name ,àÕ, to which
ûàôàÕ- is sometimes added, is found with this figure even more frequently than àô²àûà³, and they are often
combined. Beside an Abrasax figure the following, for instance, is found: IAÕ ABPAûA³ AÒÕN à.à, "Iao
Abrasax, thou art the Lord".[9] With the Abrasax-shield are also found the divine names Sabaoth Iao, Iao Abrasax,
Adonai Abrasax, etc.[10]

Magical papyri
The magic papyri reflect the same ideas as the Abrasax-gems. The following example will suffice: "Iao Sabaoth,
Adonai . . . Abrasax".[11] The patriarchs are sometimes addressed as deities; for which fact many instances may be
adduced. In the group "Iakoubia, Iaosabaoth Adonai Abrasax,"[12] the first name seems to be composed of Jacob and
Ya.
The Leyden papyrus recommends that this invocation be pronounced to the moon:

[24] Ho! Sax, Amun, Sax, Abrasax; for thou art the moon, (25) the chief of the stars, he that did form them,
listen to the things that I have(?) said, follow the (words) of my mouth, reveal thyself to me, Than, (26) Thana,
Thanatha, otherwise Thei, this is my correct name.[13]

The magic word "Ablanathanalba," which reads in Greek the same backward as forward, also occurs in the
Abrasax-stones as well as in the magic papyri. This word is usually conceded to be derived from the Hebrew
(Aramaic), meaning "Thou art our father" (÷ú ø/ ÷ö), and also occurs in connection with Abrasax; the following
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inscription is found upon a metal plate in the Carlsruhe Museum:
%01%û%³
àô×à2à-
à2à×ôà

Origin
In the absence of other evidence to show the origin of these curious relics of antiquity the occurrence of a name
known as Basilidian on patristic authority has not unnaturally been taken as a sufficient mark of origin, and the early
collectors and critics assumed this whole group to be the work of Gnostics. During the last three centuries attempts
have been made to sift away successively those gems which had no claim to be considered in any sense Gnostic, or
specially Basilidian, or connected with Abrasax. The subject is one which has exercised the ingenuity of many
savants, but it may be said that all the engraved stones fall into three classes:
á Abrasax, or stones of Basilidian origin
á Abrasaxtes, or stones originating in ancient forms of worship, and adapted by the Gnostics
á AbraxoÇdes, or stones absolutely unconnected with the doctrine of Basilides
While it would be rash to assert positively that no existing gems were the work of Gnostics, there is no valid reason
for attributing any or all of them to such an origin. The fact that the name occurs on these gems in connection with
representations of figures with the head of a cock, a lion, or an ass, and the tail of a serpent was formerly taken in the
light of what Irenaeus says about the followers of Basilides:

These men, moreover, practise magic, and use images, incantations, invocations, and every other kind of
curious art. Coining also certain names as if they were those of the angels, they proclaim some of these as
belonging to the first, and others to the second heaven; and then they strive to set forth the names, principles,
angels, and powers of the 365 imagined heavens.
ÄAdversus hìreses, I. xxiv. 5; cf. Epiph. Haer. 69 D; Philastr. Suer. 32

Incantations by mystic names were characteristic of the hybrid Gnosticism planted in Spain and southern Gaul at the
end of the fourth century and at the beginning of the fifth, which Jerome connects with Basilides, and which
(according to his Epist., lxxv.) used the name Abrasax.
It is therefore not unlikely that some Gnostics used amulets, though the confident assertions of modern writers to this
effect rest on no authority. Isaac de Beausobre properly calls attention to the significant silence of Clement in the
two passages in which he instructs the Christians of Alexandria on the right use of rings and gems, and the figures
which may legitimately be engraved on them (Paed. 241 ff.; 287 ff.). But no attempt to identify the figures on
existing gems with the personages of Gnostic mythology has had any success, and Abrasax is the only Gnostic term
found in the accompanying legends which is not known to belong to other religions or mythologies. The present state
of the evidence therefore suggests that their engravers and the Basilidians received the mystic name from a common
source now unknown.
Having due regard to the magic papyri, in which many of the unintelligible names of the Abrasax-stones reappear,
besides directions for making and using gems with similar figures and formulas for magical purposes, it can scarcely
be doubted that many of these stones are pagan amulets and instruments of magic.
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Etymology
Gaius Julius Hyginus (Fab. 183) gives Abrax Aslo Therbeeo as names of horses of the sun mentioned by 'Homerus.'
The passage is miserably corrupt: but it may not be accidental that the first three syllables make Abraxas.
The proper form of the name is evidently Abrasax, as with the Greek writers, Hippolytus, Epiphanias, Didymus (De
Trin. iii. 42), and Theodoret; also Augustine and 'Praedestinatus'; and in nearly all the legends on gems. By a
probably euphonic inversion the translator of Irenaeus and the other Latin authors have Abraxas, which is found in
the magical papyri, and even, though most sparingly, on engraved stones.
The attempts to discover a derivation for the name, Greek, Hebrew, Coptic, or other, have not been entirely
successful:

Egyptian
á Claudius Salmasius thought it Egyptian, but never gave the proofs which he promised.
á Friedrich M©nter separates it into two Coptic words signifying Ñnew fangled title.Ö
á J. J. Bellermann thinks it a compound of the Egyptian words abrak and sax, meaning Ñthe honorable and hallowed

word,Ö or Ñthe word is adorable.Ö
á Samuel Sharpe finds in it an Egyptian invocation to the Godhead, meaning Ñhurt me not.Ö

Hebrew
á Abraham Geiger sees in it a Grecized form of ha-berakhah, Ñthe blessing,Ö a meaning which C.W. King declares

philologically untenable.
á J. B. Passerius derives it from abh, Ñfather,Ö bara, Ñto create,Ö and a- negativeÄÑthe uncreated Father.Ö
á Giuseppe Barzilai goes back for explanation to the first verse of the prayer attributed to Rabbi Nehunya ben

ha-Kanah, the literal rendering of which is ÑO [God], with thy mighty right hand deliver the unhappy [people],Ö
forming from the initial and final letters of the words the word Abrakd (pronounced Abrakad), with the meaning
Ñthe host of the winged ones,Ö i.e., angels. But this extremely ingenious theory would at most explain only the
mystic word Abracadabra, whose connection with Abrasax is by no means certain.

Greek
á Wendelin discovers a compound of the initial letters, amounting to 365 in numerical value, of four Hebrew and

three Greek words, all written with Greek characters: ab, ben, rouach, hakadès; sètíria apo xylou (ÑFather, Son,
Spirit, holy; salvation from the crossÖ).

á According to a note of Isaac de BeausobreÇs, Jean Hardouin accepted the first three of these, taking the four others
for the initials of the Greek anthrèpoussèzèn hagièi xylèi, Ñsaving mankind by the holy cross.Ö

á Isaac de Beausobre derives Abrasax from the Greek habros and saè, Ñthe beautiful, the glorious Savior.Ö
Perhaps the word may be included among those mysterious expressions discussed by Adolf von Harnack,[14] Ñwhich
belong to no known speech, and by their singular collocation of vowels and consonants give evidence that they
belong to some mystic dialect, or take their origin from some supposed divine inspiration.Ö
Yet we may with better reason suppose that it came originally from a foreign mythology, and that the accident of its
numerical value in Greek merely caused it to be singled out at Alexandria for religious use. It is worth notice that
µý,-²àû and 2ý,×Ýû have the same value. The Egyptian author of the book De Mysteriis in reply to Porphyry
(vii. 4) admits a preference of 'barbarous' to vernacular names in sacred things, urging a peculiar sanctity in the
languages of certain nations, as the Egyptians and Assyrians; and Origen (Contra Cels. i. 24) refers to the 'potent
names' used by Egyptian sages, Persian Magi, and Indian Brahmins, signifying deities in the several languages.
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In modern culture

Carl Jung (Seven Sermons to the Dead)

Medieval Seal representing Abraxas

Abraxas is an important figure in Seven Sermons, a representation of the
driving force of individuation (synthesis, maturity, oneness), referred
with the figures for the driving forces of differentiation (emergence of
consciousness and opposites), Helios God-the-Sun, and the Devil.[15]

"There is a God about whom you know nothing, because men have
forgotten him. We call him by his name: Abraxas. He is less
definite than God or Devil....
"Abraxas is activity: nothing can resist him but the unreal....
Abraxas stands above the sun[-god] and above the devil.... If the
Pleroma were capable of having a being, Abraxas would be its
manifestation."
Ä2nd Sermon
"That which is spoken by God-the-Sun is life; that which is spoken by the Devil is death; Abraxas speaketh
that hallowed and accursed word, which is life and death at the same time. Abraxas begetteth truth and lying,
good and evil, light and darkness in the same word and in the same act. Wherefore is Abraxas terrible."
Ä3rd Sermon

Aleister Crowley
Abraxas is invoked in the The Gnostic Mass of the Ecclesia Gnostica Catholica:

IO IO IO IAO SABAO KURIE ABRASAX KURIE MEITHRAS KURIE PHALLE. IO PAN, IO PAN PAN
IO ISCHUROS, IO ATHANATOS IO ABROTOS IO IAO. KAIRE PHALLE KAIRE PAMPHAGE KAIRE
PANGENETOR. HAGIOS, HAGIOS, HAGIOS IAO.[16]

Books
In the novel Utopia by Thomas More, the island with the same name of the novel once had the name "Abraxas".
Several references to the god Abraxas appear in Hermann Hesse's novel, Demian, such as:

"The bird fights its way out of the egg. The egg is the world. Who would be born must destroy a world. The
bird flies to God. That God's name is Abraxas."
ÄMax Demian
"... it appears that Abraxas has much deeper significance. We may conceive of the name as that of the godhead
whose symbolic task is the uniting of godly and devilish elements."
ÄDr. Follens
"Abraxas doesn't take exception to any of your thoughts or any of your dreams. Never forget that. But he will
leave you once you become blameless and normal."
ÄPistorius

In Hugo Pratt's story Favola di Venezia - Sirat Al-Bunduqiyyah (Fable of Venice), Corto Maltese encounters several
Abraxas in Venice.
In the German book "Die kleine Hexe" ("The Little Witch") by Otfried Preu�ler the witch's raven is called
"Abraxas".
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In Small Gods by Terry Pratchett 'Charcoal' Abraxas is a lightning-singed philosopher who claimed that 'The Gods
like an atheist - it gives them something to aim at'
In Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince it is revealed that Draco Malfoy's grandfather is named Abraxas.
Abraxas is a fictional cosmic entity from Marvel Comics that was introduced in Galactus: The Devourer.
In Alan Moore's series Miracleman, the word "abraxas" is shown to transform the titular character back to his
original human form.
In Dan Simmons's science fiction novella "Muse of Fire", the setting is thousands of years in the future, and Abraxas
is the predominant religion amongst humans, synonymous with God.
In the play The Flies by Sartre, "An awe-inspiring, blood-smeared image of Zeus occupies a prominent position."
The self-professed fly-charmer who waves his arms and recites ridiculous chants ("Abraxas, galla, galla, tsay, tsay"
and "Poseidon, carabou, carabou, roola") is a far cry from the statues which dominate the stage setting of The Flies
(1.1.85, 2.1.91)." [17]

Television
The Abraxas passage in Demian is later adapted in the anime Revolutionary Girl Utena in a verse that is recited by
Ohtori Academy Student Council members before meetings:

If the chick cannot break the shell of its egg, it will die without being born. We are the chick; the world is our
egg. If we cannot break the world's shell, we will die without being born. Smash the world's shellÄfor the
revolution of the world.

The name of the song that typically plays during this sequence is Legend: That God's Name is Abraxas.
Abraxas (played by Walter Phelan) appears as a demon who destroys witches by demonizing their powers in the
second season premier of the TV series Charmed;[18] the episode is entitled "Witch Trial"
In the television series, Babylon 5, "Abraxas79713" is Captain John Sheridan's password to arm the tactical nukes
aboard his ship.
In the television series The L Word, Abraxas is referred as the demon of lies and deceit.

Music
The second album of the musical group Santana is entitled Abraxas. That album has the following quote from
Demian on the album cover: "We stood before it and began to freeze inside from the exertion. We questioned the
painting, berated it, made love to it, prayed to it: We called it mother, called it whore and slut, called it our beloved,
called it Abraxas...."
The Swedish symphonic metal band Therion has a song named Abraxas.
The band Integrity also has a song called "Abraxas Annihilation" on their album "Humanity is the Devil," and a song
titled "Seven Sermones Ad Mortuos" on their album "Seasons in the Size of Days."
The Anglo-German band, Seelenlicht, refer to Abraxas in their song "Demian" (Cold Spring Records, 2008). One
verse runs: "Our god is Abraxas / Both God and Devil at the same time,"
Boyd Rice & Death in June also include references to Abraxas in their song, titled The Cruelty of the Heavens, from
their 1996 album, titled Scorpion Wind.
Czech rock band is called Abraxas.
Polish neo-progressive band is named Abraxas.
The album 'Hysterics' (Hassle Records, 2008) by Sheffield based band Rolo Tomassi features a song called
'Abraxas'.
Australian metal band Destrªyer 666 released an EP entitled "Terror Abraxas" in 2003.
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The Disco Biscuits wrote a song "Abraxas" and debuted it on April 14, 2006 at Higher Ground in South Burlington
Vermont.
Abraxas was also mentioned in the song, "Lead Poisoning," off of Alkaline Trio's latest album, "This Addiction". In
the chorus of the song, Matt Skiba sings "Lay my heavy head here down to sleep, and I pray to Abraxas, my soul to
keep."
Abraxas an Indian Metal band has been in the forefront of the Indian metal movement. The band was formed in 2008
and are working on a full length album.

Other
Charles Manson referred to himself as "Abraxas", both God and the Devil, in his 1986 letter to his parole board.
In the 1970s, a group of Unitarian Universalists formed a group called the "Congregation of Abraxas."
The 1986 point-and-click adventure video game Uninvited features a set of spells that can be cast by the player, all
of which end in the word "Abraxas".
In the Shadowrun role-playing game, the late great dragon Dunkelzahn leaves 100 million nuyen to Abraxas
Industries, which is one of the few elements of his last will and testament to never receive mention in any other
Shadowrun content.[19]

In the computer video game Sacrifice, there is a supporting character within the campaign named Abraxas.[20]

In Amsterdam, there is a coffee shop named "Abraxas."
In the East of Paris, Ricardo Bofill built a housing project named Les Espaces d'Abraxas.
Founded in 1977, Abraxas Petroleum Corporation is an independent San Antonio, Texas, energy company. (Oil and
natural gas development and production in the U.S.) Listed on Nasdaq, symbol AXAS.
"Abraxas" is the name of an international journal of esoteric studies published by Fulgur Limited embracing art,
essays and poetry.
In the esoterically philosophical 2009 film A Serious Man, a reference to Abraxas is made by way of reference to the
Santana album mentioned above. In one scene, the financially troubled main character argues over the phone with a
Columbia Records employee, over his having to pay for records he had never asked for, including the
aforementioned Santana LP, saying he "does not want Abraxas, does not need Abraxas and will not listen to
Abraxas".
In the video game Tron: Evolution, the main antagonist is called Abraxas.
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Aeon
The word aeon, also spelled eon or Åon (English pronunciation:£/òiö´n/), originally means "life", and/or "being", though
it then tended to mean "age", "forever" or "for eternity". It is a Latin transliteration from the koine Greek word ¼
ê«Å (ho aion), from the archaic ê5«Å (aiwon). In Homer it typically refers to life or lifespan. Its latest meaning is
more or less similar to the Sanskrit word kalpa and Hebrew word olam. A cognate Latin word aevum or aeuum (cf.
ê5«Å) for "age" is present in words such as longevity and mediìval.[1]

Although the term aeon may be used in reference to a period of a billion years (especially in geology, cosmology or
astronomy), its more common usage is for any long, indefinite, period of time.

In Cosmology
Roger Penrose uses the word aeon to describe the period between successive and cyclic big bangs within the context
of conformal cyclic cosmology. In this theory, the remote future of the previous aeons becomes the Big Bang of
subsequent aeons.

Eternity or Age
The Bible translation is a treatment of the Hebrew word olam and the Greek word aion. These two words have
similar meaning, and Young's Literal Translation renders them and their derivatives as ÑageÖ or Ñage-duringÖ. Other
English versions most often translate them to indicate eternity, being translated as eternal, everlasting, forever, etc.
However, there are notable exceptions to this in all major translations, such as Matthew£28:20: ÑÉI am with you
always, to the end of the ageÖ (NRSV), the word ÑageÖ being a translation of aion. Rendering aion to indicate
eternality in this verse would result in the contradictory phrase Ñend of eternityÖ, so the question arises whether it
should ever be so.[2] Proponents of Universal Reconciliation point out that this has significant implications for the
problem of hell.[3] Contrast Matthew£25:46 in well-known English translations with its rendering in Young's Literal
Translation:
And these shall go away to punishment age-during, but the righteous to life age-during. (YLT)[4]

Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life. (NIV)[5]

These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life. (NASB)[6]

And these shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life eternal. (KJV)[7]

And these will depart into everlasting cutting-off, but the righteous ones into everlasting life. (NWT)[8]
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In philosophy and mysticism
Plato used the word aeon to denote the eternal world of ideas, which he conceived was "behind" the perceived world,
as demonstrated in his famous allegory of the cave.
Christianity's idea of "eternal life" comes from the word for life, zoe, and a form of aeon,[9] which could mean life in
the next aeon, the Kingdom of God, or Heaven, just as much as immortality, as in John£3:16.
According to the heterodox Christian doctrine of Universal Reconciliation, the Greek New Testament scriptures use
the word "eon" to mean a long period of time (perhaps 1000 years) and the word "eonian" to mean "during a long
period of time"; Thus there was a time before the eons, and the eonian period is finite. After each man's mortal life
ends, he is judged worthy of eonian life or eonian punishment. That is, after the period of the eons, all punishment
will cease and death is overcome and then God becomes the all in each one. This contrasts with the traditional
Christian belief in eternal life and eternal punishment.
Occultists of the Thelema and O.T.O. traditions sometimes speak of a "magical Aeon" that may last for far less time,
perhaps as little as 2,000 years.[10]

In Gnosticism
In many Gnostic systems, the various emanations of God, who is also known by such names as the One, the Monad,
Aion teleos (ê«Å ãéçåäÖ "The Broadest Aeon"), Bythos ("depth or profundity", Greek Êöõ¿Ö), Proarkhe ("before
the beginning", Greek âúäêúùì), the Arkhe ("the beginning", Greek Éúùì), are called Aeons. In the different
systems these emanations are differently named, classified, and described, but the emanation theory itself is common
to all forms of Gnosticism. In the Basilidian Gnosis they are called sonships (öÁ¿ãíãåÖ huiotetes; sing.: öÁ¿ãíÖ
huiotes); according to Marcus, they are numbers and sounds; in Valentinianism they form male/female pairs called
"syzygies" (Greek ÉöëöÄ¡êÑ, from É¾ëöÄäÑ syzygoi).
This source of all being is an Aeon in which an inner being dwells, known as Ennoea ("thought, intent", Greek
ÎÅÅäÑê), Charis ("grace", Greek ù¶úÑÖ), or Sige ("silence", Greek ÉÑÄì). These are the primary roots of the Aeons.
The split perfect being conceives the second Aeon, Caen ("power"), within itself. Along with the male Caen comes
the female Aeon, Akhana ("love"). Complex hierarchies of Aeons are thus produced, sometimes to the number of
thirty. These Aeons belong to the purely ideal, noumenal, intelligible, or supersensible world; they are immaterial,
they are hypostatic ideas. Together with the source from which they emanate they form the Pleroma ("region of
light", Greek âçìúîèê). The lowest regions of the Pleroma are closest to the darknessÄthat is, the physical world.
The transition from the immaterial to the material, from the noumenal to the sensible, is brought about by a flaw, or a
passion, or a sin, in one of the Aeons. According to Basilides, it is a flaw in the last sonship; according to others the
sin of the Great Archon, or Aeon-Creator, of the Universe; according to others it is the passion of the female Aeon
Sophia, who emanates without her partner Aeon, resulting in the Demiurge (Greek ÒíèÑäöúÄ¿Ö),[11] a creature that
should never have come into existence. This creature does not belong to the Pleroma, and the One emanates two
savior Aeons, Christ and the Holy Spirit, to save humanity from the Demiurge. Christ then took the form of the
human Jesus, in order to be able to teach humanity how to achieve Gnosis. The ultimate end of all Gnosis is
èåã¶ÅäÑê metanoia, or repentance, the undoing of the sin of material existence and the return to the Pleroma.
Aeons bear a number of similarities to Judaeo-Christian angels, including their roles as servants and emanations of
God, and their existence as beings of light. In fact, certain Gnostic Angels, such as Armozel, also happen to be
Aeons.[12]

The Gnostic Gospel of Judas, recently found, purchased, held, and translated by the National Geographic Society,
also mentions the Aeons and speaks of Jesus' teachings of them.[13]
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Valentinus

Valentinus assumed, as the beginning of all things, the Primal Being or Bythos, who after ages of silence and
contemplation, gave rise to other beings by a process of emanation. The first series of beings, the Aeons, were thirty
in number, representing fifteen syzygies or pairs sexually complementary. One common form is outlined below:

The Valentinian system was, until recently, only known through the criticisms of its opponents; however, the
discovery of the Nag Hammadi library has given access to Valentinian texts, including sources that have been
tentatively identified as written by Valentinus.
Tertullian's Against the Valentinians gives a slightly different sequence. The first eight of these Aeons,
corresponding to generations one through four below, are referred to as the Ogdoad.[14]

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Aeons.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Valentinians
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tertullian
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ogdoad


Aeon 248

Plürome de Valentin, from Histoire critique du Gnosticisme;
Jacques Matter, 1826, Vol. II, Plate II

á First generation:
á Bythos (The Depth) and Sige (The Silence)

á Second generation:
á Caen (Power) and Akhana (Immensity)

á Third generation, emanated from Caen and Akhana:
á Nous (Nus, Mind) and Aletheia (Veritas, Truth)

á Fourth generation, emanated from Nous and
Aletheia:
á Sermo (the Word) and Vita (the Drive)

á Fifth generation, emanated from Sermo and Vita:
á Anthropos (Mankind) and Ecclesia (Civilization/

Community)

á Sixth generation:
á Emanated from Sermo and Vita:

á Bythios (Profound) and Mixis (Mixture)
á Ageratos (Ageless) and Henosis (Unification)
á Autophyes (Growth) and Hedone (Pleasure)
á Acinetos (Immovable) and Syncrasis

(Commixture)
á Monogenes (Common origin) and Macaria

(Destined death)
á Emanated from Anthropos and Ecclesia:

á Paracletus (Comforter) and Pistis (Faith)
á Patricas (Paternal) and Elpis (Hope)
á Metricos (Maternal) and Agape (Love)
á Ainos (Praise) and Synesis (Intelligence)
á Ecclesiasticus (Son of Ecclesia) and Macariotes (Blessedness)
á Theletus (Perfect) and Sophia (Wisdom)

Ptolemy and Colorbasus

According to Irenaeus,[15] the followers of the Gnostics Ptolemy and Colorbasus had Aeons that differ from those of
Valentinus. Logos is created when Anthropos learns to speak. The first four are called the Tetrad and the eight are
called the Ogdoad.

á First generation:
á Bythos (the One) and Sige (Silence, Charis, Ennoea, etc.)

á Second generation (conceived by the One):
á Caen (Power) and Akhana (Love)

á Third generation, emanated from Caen and Akhana:
á Ennoae (Thought) and Thelesis (Will)

á Fourth generation, emanated from Ennoae and Thelesis:
á Nous (or Monogenes) and Aletheia

á Fifth generation, emanated from Nouse and Aletheia:
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á Anthropos (Homo, Man) and Ecclesia (Church)
á Sixth generation, emanated from Anthropos and Ecclesia:

á Logos and Zoe

á Seventh generation:
á Emanated from Logos and Zoe:

á Bythius and Mixis
á Ageratos and Henosis
á Autophyes and Hedone
á Acinetos and Syncrasis
á Monogenes and Macaria

á Emanated from Anthropos and Ecclesia:
á Paracletus and Pistis
á Patricos and Elpis
á Metricos and Agape
á Ainos and Synesis
á Ecclesiasticus and Macariotes
á Theletos and Sophia

The order of Anthropos and Ecclesia versus Logos and Zoe is somewhat debated; different sources give different
accounts. Logos and Zoe are unique to this system as compared to the previous, and may be an evolved version of
the first, totalling 34 Aeons, but it is not clear if the first two were actually regarded Aeons.

Modern interpretations

According to Myther, "The total number of Aeons, being 32, reflects the similarity of the mechanism to the Tree of
Life, which, as suggested in the Zohar, incorporates 10 Sephiroth and 22 paths interconnecting these 10 Sephiroth;
while 10 Aeons are created during the first five generations from which come the other 22 Aeons later during the
sixth generation."
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External links
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á Corresponding text in original Latin (http:/ / www. gmu. edu/ departments/ fld/ CLASSICS/ tertullian.
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Archon

Depiction from the east frieze of the Parthenon, of an
assumed Archon Basileus, a remnant title of the Greek

monarchy

Archon (Gr. ÏúùîÅ, pl. ÏúùäÅãåÖ) is a Greek word that means
"ruler" or "lord", frequently used as the title of a specific public
office. It is the masculine present participle of the verb stem Éúù-,
meaning "to rule", derived from the same root as monarch,
hierarchy and anarchy.

Ancient Greece

In ancient Greece the chief magistrate in various Greek city states
was called Archon.[1] The term was also used throughout Greek
history in a more general sense, ranging from "club leader" to
"master of the tables" at syssitia to "Roman governor". In Roman
terms, the board of archontes ruled by potestas, whereas the
Basileus ("King") had auctoritas.

In Athens a system of nine concurrent Archons evolved, led by
three respective remits over the civic, military, and religious
affairs of the state: the three office holders being known as the
Eponymos archon (ÈãÉÅñçáò ÊôõÇÅ; the "name" ruler, who gave
his name to the year in which he held office), the Polemarch ("war
ruler"), and the Archon Basileus ("king ruler").[2] Originally these
offices were filled from the aristocracy by elections every ten years. During this period the eponymous Archon was
the chief magistrate, the Polemarch was the head of the armed forces, and the Archon Basileus was responsible for
the civic religious arrangements, including many of the law courts. After 683 BC the offices were held for only a
single year, and the year was named after the Archòn Epònymos. (Many ancient calendar systems did not number
their years consecutively.)

After 487 BC the archonships were assigned by lot to any citizen and the Polemarch's military duties were taken over 
by new class of generals known as stratígo°. The ten stratígo° (one per tribe) were elected, and the office of 
Polemarch was rotated among them on a daily basis. The Polemarch thereafter had only minor religious duties, and 
the titular headship over the strategoi. The Archon Eponymous remained the titular head of state under democracy, 
though of much reduced political importance. The Archons were assisted by "junior" archons, called Thesmothütai 
(ËÌÉçáóÍÑöÖ "Institutors"). After 457 BC ex-archons were automatically enrolled as life members of the Areopagus,
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though that assembly was no longer extremely important politically at that time. (See Archons of Athens.)

Byzantine Empire
Byzantine historians usually described foreign rulers as archontes.[3] The rulers of the Bulgars themselves, along
with their own titles, often bear the title archon placed by God in inscriptions in Greek.
Inside Byzantium, the term could be used to refer to any powerful noble or magnate, but in a technical sense, it was
applied to a class of provincial governors. In the 8th and 9th centuries, these were the governors of some of the more
peripheral provinces, inferior in status to the themata: Dalmatia, Cephalonia, Crete and Cyprus. Archontes were also
placed in charge of various naval bases and trade stations, as well as semi-autonomous Slavic-inhabited areas
(sclaviniae) under Byzantine sovereignty. In the 10thÅ12th centuries, archontes are also mentioned as the governors
of specific cities. The area of an archon's jurisdiction was called an archontia (ÉúùäÅã¡ê).[4] The title was also used
for the holders of several financial posts, such as the head of the mint (ÏúùîÅ ãßÖ ùêúêÄßÖ), as well as directors the
imperial workshops, arsenals, etc.[5]

The title of megas archon ("grand archon") is also attested, as a translation of foreign titles such as "grand prince".
In the mid-13th century, it was established as a special court rank, held by the highest-ranking official of the
emperor's company. It existed throughout the Palaiologan period, but did not have any specific functions.[6]

Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople
From time to time, laity of the Orthodox Church in communion with the Patriarch of Constantinople have been
granted the title of Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate to honor their service to Church administration. In 1963,
Archons were organized into a service society dedicated to St Andrew. This Archon status is not part of the Church
hierarchy and is purely honorary.
An Archon is an honoree by His All Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch, for his outstanding service to the Church,
and a well-known, distinguished, and well-respected leader of the Orthodox Church (at large).
It is the sworn oath of the Archon to defend and promote the Orthodox Church faith and tradition. His main concern
is to protect and promote the Holy Patriarchate and its mission. He is also concerned with human rights and the
well-being and general welfare of the Church.
As it is a significant religious position, the faith and dedication of a candidate for the role are extensively reviewed
during consideration; the candidate should have demonstrated commitment for the betterment of the Church,
Parish-Diocese, Archdiocese and the community as a whole.

Gnosticism
In late antiquity the term archon was used in Gnosticism to refer to several servants of the Demiurge, the "creator
god" that stood between the human race and a transcendent God that could only be reached through gnosis. In this
context they have the role of the angels and demons of the Old Testament. They give their name to the sect called
Archontics.

Hebdomad
A characteristic feature of the Gnostic conception of the universe is the role played in almost all Gnostic systems by
the seven world-creating archons, known as the Hebdomad (ÛÊ±äè¶Ö). There are indeed certain exceptions; for
instance, Basilides taught the existence of a "great archon" called Abraxas who presided over 365 archons (Irenaeus,
Adversus Haereses, i. 24); in the Valentinian system, the Seven are in a manner replaced by the Aeons. These Seven,
then, are in most systems semi-hostile powers, and are reckoned as the last and lowest emanations of the Godhead;
below themÄand frequently considered as derived from themÄcomes the world of the actually devilish powers.
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The ancient astronomy taught that above the seven planetary spheres was an eighth, the sphere of the fixed stars.[7]

In the eighth sphere, these Gnostics taught, dwelt the mother to whom all these archons owed their origin, Sophia
(Wisdom) or Barbelo. In the language of these sects the word Hebdomad not only denotes the seven archons, but is
also a name of place, denoting the heavenly regions over which the seven archons presided; while Ogdoad denotes
the supercelestial regions which lay above their control.
The Ophites accepted the existence of these seven archons (Origen, Contra Celsum, vi. 31; a nearly identical list is
given in On the Origin of the World):[8]

á Yaldabaoth, called also Saklas and Samael

á Saturn.
á Feminine name: Pronoia (Forethought) Sambathas, "week".
á Prophets:[9] Moses, Joshua, Amos, Habakkuk.
á From Hebrew yalda bahut, "Child of Chaos"? The outermost who created the six others, and therefore the

chief ruler and Demiurge par excellence. Called "the Lion-faced", leontoeides, similar to the Mithraic
Leontocephaline.

á Iao

á Jupiter.
á Feminine name: Lordship.
á Prophets: Samuel, Nathan, Jonah, Micah.
á Perhaps from Yahu, Yahweh, but possibly also from the magic cry iao in the Mysteries.

á Sabaoth

á Mars.
á Feminine name: Deity.
á Prophets: Elijah, Joel, Zechariah.
á The Old Testament title God of Hosts was thought a proper name, hence Jupiter Sabbas (Yahweh Sabaoth).

á Astaphanos, or Astaphaios

á Venus.
á Feminine name: Sophia (Wisdom).
á Prophets: Esdras, Zephaniah.
á Astraphaios is beyond doubt the planet Venus, as there are gnostic gems with a female figure and the legend

ASTAPHE, which name is also used in magic spells as the name of a goddess.
á Adonaios

á The Sun.
á Feminine name: Kingship.
á Prophets: Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Daniel.
á From the Hebrew term for "the Lord", used of God; Adonis of the Syrians representing the Winter sun in the

cosmic tragedy of Tammuz. In the Mandaean system Adonaios represents the Sun.
á Elaios, or Ailoaios, or sometimes Ailoein

á Mercury.
á Feminine name: Jealousy.
á Prophets: Tobias, Haggai.
á From Elohim, God (El).

á Horaios

á The Moon.
á Feminine name: Wealth.
á Prophets: Michaiah, Nahum.
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á From Jaroah? or "light"? or Horus?
In the hellenized form of Gnosticism either all or some of these names are replaced by personified vices. Authadia
(Authades), or Audacity, is the obvious description of Yaldabaoth, the presumptuous Demiurge, who is lion-faced as
the Archon Authadia. Of the Archons Kakia, Zelos, Phthonos, Errinnys, Epithymia, the last obviously represents
Venus. The number seven is obtained by placing a proarchon or chief archon at the head. That these names are only
a disguise for the Sancta Hebdomas is clear, for Sophia, the mother of them, retains the name of Ogdoad, Octonatio.
Occasionally one meets with the Archon Esaldaios, which is evidently the El Shaddai of the Bible, and he is
described as the Archon "number four" (harithmo tetartos).
In the system of the Gnostics mentioned by Epiphanius we find, as the Seven Archons,
á Iao
á Saklas (the chief demon of Manichaeism)
á Seth
á David
á Eloiein
á Elilaios (probably connected with En-lil, the Bel of Nippur, the ancient god of Babylonia)
á Yaldabaoth (or no. 6 Yaldaboath, no. 7 Sabaoth)
The last book of the Pistis Sophia contains the myth of the capture of the rebellious archons, whose leaders here
appear as five in number.[10]

á Paraplex
á Hekate
á Ariouth (females)
á Typhon
á Iachtanabas (males)

Mandaeans
Among the Mandaeans, we find a different and perhaps more primitive conception of the Seven, according to which
they, together with their mother Namrus (Ruha) and their father (Ur), belong entirely to the world of darkness. They
and their family are looked upon as captives of the god of light (Manda-d'hayye, Hibil-Ziva), who pardons them, sets
them on chariots of light, and appoints them as rulers of the world.[11]

Manichaeans
The Manicheans readily adopted the Gnostic usage; and their archons are invariably evil beings. It is related how the
helper of the Primal Man, the spirit of life, captured the evil archons, and fastened them to the firmament, or
according to another account, flayed them, and formed the firmament from their skin,[12] and this conception is
closely related to the other, though in this tradition the number (seven) of the archons is lost.

Origins

Planets

Irenaeus tells us: "Sanctam Hebdomadem VII stellas, quas dictunt planetas, esse volunt." It is safe, therefore, to take
the above seven Gnostic names as designating the seven planetary divinities, the sun, moon and five planets. In the
Mandaean system the Seven are introduced with the Babylonian names of the planets. The connexion of the Seven
with the planets is also clearly established by the expositions of Celsus and Origen (Contra Celsum, vi. 2 2 seq.) and
similarly by the above-cited passage in the Pistis Sophia, where the archons, who are here mentioned as five, are
identified with the five planets (excluding the sun and moon).
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In this, as in several other systems, the traces of the planetary seven have been obscured, but hardly in any have they
become totally effaced. What tended most to obliterate the sevenfold distinction was the identification of the God of
the Jews, the Lawgiver, with Yaldabaoth and his designation as World-creator, whereas formerly the seven planets
together ruled the world. This confusion, however, was suggested by the very fact that at least five of the seven
archons bore Old-Testament names for GodÄEl Shaddai, Adonai, Elohim, Jehovah, Sabaoth.
Wilhelm Anz (Ursprung des Gnosticismus, 1897) has also pointed out that Gnostic eschatology, consisting in the
soul's struggle with hostile archons in its attempt to reach the Pleroma, is a close parallel of the soul's ascent, in
Babylonian astrology, through the realms of the seven planets to Anu. The late Babylonian religion can definitely be
indicated as the home of these ideas.[13]

Zoroastrianism

The Bundahishn (iii. 25, v. z) is able to inform us that in the primeval strife of Satan against the light-world, seven
hostile powers were captured and set as constellations in the heavens, where they are guarded by good star-powers
and prevented from doing harm. Five of the evil powers are the planets, while here the sun and moon are of course
not reckoned among the evil powersÄfor the obvious reason that in the Persian official religion they invariably
appear as good divinities.[14] It must be also noted that the Mithras mysteries, so closely connected with the Persian
religion, are acquainted with this doctrine of the ascent of the soul through the planetary spheres (Origen, Contra
Celsum, vi. 22).

Usage

Judaism and Christianity

The N. T. several times mentions the "prince (ÏúùîÅ) of the devils" (±êÑèäÅ¡îÅ), or "of the (this) world," or "of the
power of the air;" but never uses the word absolutely in any cognate sense. In Leviticus (LXX.) àúùîÅ (once äÁ
6úùäÅãåÖ, £Leviticus£20:5) represents, or rather translates, Molech. The true biblical source of the usage however is
£Daniel£10:13-21 (six times Theodotion; once indistinctly LXX.), where the archon (7ë89æ, "prince" A. V.) is the patron
angel of a nation, Persia, Greece, or Israel; a name (Michael) being given in the last case only.
The Book of Enoch (vi. 3, 7; viii. 1) names 20 "archons of the" 200 "watcher" angels who sinned with the "daughters
of men," as appears from one of the Greek fragments. The title is not indeed used absolutely (ã. Éúù¿ÅãîÅ ê:ãÇÅ,
ûåèÑêë;Ö, ¼ ÏúùîÅ ê°ãÇÅ, bis: cf. Á âú«ãêúùäÖ ê°ãÇÅ û.), except perhaps once (âúÇãäÖ ¹ëêÇç ¼ ±é®êãäÖ ãÇÅ
Éúù¿ÅãîÅ), where the Ethiopic has no corresponding words: but it has evidently almost become a true name, and
may account for St. Jude's peculiar use of Éúùì (£Jude£1:6).
Christians soon followed the Jewish precedent. In the 2nd century the term appears in several writers alien to
Gnosticism. The Epistle to Diognetus (7) speaks of God sending to men "a minister or angel or archon," etc. Justin
(Dial. 36) understands the command in £Psalms£24:7-9 (Ïúêãå â¾çêÖ äÁ ÏúùäÅãåÖ ÐèÇÅ LXX.) to open the heavenly
gates as addressed to "the archons appointed by God in the heavens." The first spurious set of Ignatian epistles
enumerates "the heavenly beings and the glory of the angels and the archons visible and invisible" (Ad Smyrn. 6),
and again "the heavenly beings and the angelic collocations and the archontic constitutions" (i. e. order of provinces
and of functions), "things both visible and invisible" (Ad Trall. 5); the meaning being lost by the time of the
interpolator, who in one case drops the word out, and in the other gives it a political sense. The Clementine Homilies
adopt and extend (xi. 10, ·Å <±= . . . ¼ ·®åÄ ®êõåÉã>Ö ÏúùîÅ) the N. T. usage; and further call the two good and evil
("right and left") "powers," which control the destiny of each man, "rulers" (archons, vii. 3), though more commonly
"leaders" (?Äåè¿ÅåÖ).
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Greek theology

The classical theology of Greece knew only gods, daemons, and heroes. The phrase õåä¯ ÏúùäÅãåÖ in Plato (Phaedr.
247 A) is of no account here. Even Philo never alludes to archons: in a single passage (De Mon. i. 1)[15] ÏúùäÅãåÖ is
merely correlative to Ðâì®ääÑ.
Presently the syncreticism of the later Greek philosophy found room for archons. They are inserted by the author of
the book De Mysteriis Aegyptiorum (ii. 3-9), and even it would seem by his questioner Porphyry, below gods,
daemons, angels, and archangels, and above heroes (omitted by Porphyry) and departed "souls," in the scale of
invisible beings whose presence may become manifest. It may be only an accidental coincidence that about the end
of the 2nd century "Archon" was one of the names given by the Platonist Harpocration to the "Second God" of
Numenius (Proclus in Tim. 93 C).
In any case the new term struck no deep root in either Christian or heathen soil. Probably "archangel" was found
sufficient for every need. Even Origen (Î. Cels. vi. 30 f.) has to introduce the archons of the early Ophites with the
explanatory phrase "ruling daemons."
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Pleroma
Pleroma (Greek âçìúîèê) generally refers to the totality of divine powers. The word means fullness from âçíú¿î
("I fill") comparable to âçìúíÖ which means "full",[1] and is used in Christian theological contexts: both in
Gnosticism generally, and by Paul of Tarsus in Colossians 2:9 (the word is used 17 times in the NT).[2]

Gnosticism holds that the world is controlled by archons, among whom some versions of Gnosticism claim is the
deity of the Old Testament, who held aspects of the human captive, either knowingly or accidentally. The heavenly
pleroma is the totality of all that is regarded in our understanding of "divine". The pleroma is often referred to as the
light existing "above" our world, occupied by spiritual beings who self-emanated from the pleroma. These beings are
described as aeons (eternal beings) and sometimes as archons. Jesus is interpreted as an intermediary aeon who was
sent, along with his counterpart Sophia, from the pleroma, with whose aid humanity can recover the lost knowledge
of the divine origins of humanity and in so doing be brought back into unity with the Pleroma. The term is thus a
central element of Gnostic religious cosmology.
Gnostic texts envision the pleroma as aspects of God, the eternal Divine Principle, who can only be partially
understood through the pleroma. Each "aeon" (i.e. aspect of God) is given a name (sometimes several) and a female
counterpart (Gnostic viewed divinity and completeness in terms of male/female unification). The Gnostic myth goes
on to tell how the aeon wisdom's female counterpart Sophia separated from the Pleroma to form the demiurge, thus
giving birth to the material world.

Modern use
Pleroma is also used in the general Greek language and is used by the Greek Orthodox church in this general form
since the word appears in the book of Colossians. Proponents of the view that Paul was actually a gnostic, such as
Elaine Pagels of Princeton University, view the reference in Colossians as something that was to be interpreted in the
gnostic sense.[3]

Carl Jung
Carl Jung used the word in his mystical 1916 unpublished work, Seven Sermons to the Dead, which was finally
published in Answer to Job (1952), and later in an appendix to the second edition of Jung's autobiography,
Memories, Dreams, Reflections (1962)[4] . According to Jung, pleroma is both "nothing and everything. It is quite
fruitless to think about pleroma. Therein both thinking and being cease, since the eternal and infinite possess no
qualities."

Gregory Bateson
In his work on the Ecology of Mind, Gregory Bateson adopts and extends Jung's distinction between Pleroma (the
non-living world that is undifferentiated by subjectivity) and Creatura (the living world, subject to perceptual
difference, distinction, and information).

Neoplatonism and Gnosticism
John M. Dillon in his "Pleroma and Noetic Cosmos: A Comparative Study" states that Gnosticism imported its
concept of the ideal realm or pleroma from Plato's concept the cosmos and Demiurge in Timaeus and of Philo's
Noetic cosmos in contrast to the aesthetic cosmos. Dillon does this by contrasting the Noetic cosmos to passages
from the Nag Hammadi, where the aeons are expressed as the thoughts of God. Dillon expresses the concept that
pleroma is a Gnostic adaptation of Hellenic ideas since before Philo there is no Jewish tradition that accepts that the
material world or cosmos was based on an ideal world that exists as well.[5]
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Kenoma
Valentinius, a mid-2nd century Gnostic thinker and preacher, was among the early Christians who attempted to align
Christianity with middle Platonism. Valentinius pooled dual concepts from the Platonic world of ideal forms, or
fullness, (pleroma) and the lower world of phenomena, or emptiness (kenoma). Employing a third concept of
cosmos, what is manifest, Valentinian initiates could exegete scripture in light of these three aspects of correlated
existence.
The ancient Greek term for emptiness or void (kenoma), as pertaining to Theodotus's exegesis of Gospel of John
chapter 1 verse 3, is described in The Excerpta ex Theodoto of Clement of Alexandria (Casey, 1934).
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Charisma
The term charisma (pl. charismata, adj. charismatic; from the Greek ùêúÑÉèê, meaning "favor given" or "gift of
grace") has two senses: 1) compelling attractiveness or charm that can inspire devotion in others, 2) a divinely
conferred power or talent.[1] For some theological usages the term is rendered charism, with a meaning the same as
sense 2.[2] Since the 1950s, the term has become widely used, with varying meanings, in religion, the social sciences,
the media, and throughout Western societies. This article describes the theological and personality senses of the
definition of charisma, the history of the term, and 21st century uses of both senses in particular sectors of society.

Etymology
The English term charisma is from the Greek ùêúÑÉèê, which means "favor given" or "gift of grace." The term and
it plural ùêúÑÉèêãê (charismata) derive from ùêúÑÖ (charis), which means "grace." Some derivatives from that root
have similar meanings to the modern sense of personality charisma, such as "filled with attractiveness or charm,"
"kindness," "to bestow a favor or service," or "to be favored or blessed."[3] [4] Moreover, the ancient Greek dialect
widely used in Roman times employed these terms without the connotations found in modern religious usage.[5]

Ancient Greeks applied personality charisma to their Gods; for example, attributing charm, beauty, nature, human
creativity and/or fertility to goddesses they called Charites (@¶úÑãåÖ).
Theologians and social scientists have expanded and modified the original Greek meaning into the two distinct
senses above. For ease of reference, we will call the first sense personality charisma and the second divinely
conferred charisma.
The meaning of charisma has become greatly diffused from its original divinely conferred meaning, and even from
the personality charisma meaning in modern English dictionaries. John Potts, who has extensively analyzed the
term's history, sums up meanings beneath this diffused common usage.

Contemporary charisma maintains, however, the irreducible character ascribed to it by Weber: it retains
a mysterious, elusive quality. Media commentators regularly describe charisma as the 'X-factor'. ÉThe
enigmatic character of charisma also suggests a connection Å at least to some degree Å to the earliest
manifestations of charisma as a spiritual gift.[6]

History

Divinely Conferred Charisma
The Hebrew Bible and the Christian Bible record the development of divinely conferred charisma. In the Hebrew
text the idea of charismatic leadership is generally signaled by the use of the noun hen (favor) or the verb hanan (to
show favor). The Greek term for charisma (grace or favor), and its root charis (grace) replaced the Hebrew terms in
the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible (the 3rd century BC Septuagint). Throughout, "the paradigmatic image of
the charismatic hero is the figure who has received God's favor."[7] In other words, divinely conferred charisma
applied to highly revered figures.
Thus, Eastern Mediterranean Jews in the 1st century CE had notions of charis and charisma that embraced the range
of meanings found in Greek culture and the spiritual meanings from the Hebrew Bible.[8] From this linguistic legacy
of fused cultures, in 1 Corinthians, Paul the Apostle introduced the meaning that the Holy Spirit bestowed charism
and charismata, "the gift of God's grace," upon individuals or groups. For Paul, "[t]here is a clear distinction
between charisma and charis; charisma is the direct result of divine charis or grace."[9] [10]

In the New Testament Epistles, Paul refers to charisma or its plural charismata seven times in 1 Corinthians, written 
in Koine (or common) Greek around 54 CE. He elaborates on his concepts with six references in Romans (c. 56). He 
makes 3 individual references in 2 Corinthians (c. 26), 1 Timothy, and 2 Timothy (c. 62 - c. 67). The seventeenth and
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only other mention of charisma is in 1 Peter.[11] [5] [12]

The gospels, written in the late first century, apply divinely conferred charisma to revered figures. Examples are
accounts of Jesus' baptism and of his transfiguration, in which disciples see him as radiant with light, appearing
together with Moses and Elijah. Another example is Gabriel's greeting to Mary as "full of grace".[7] In these and
other instances early Christians designated certain individuals as possessing "spiritual gifts," and these gifts included
"the ability to penetrate the neighbour to the bottom of his heart and spirit and to recognize whether he is dominated
by a good or by an evil spirit and the gift to help him to freedom from his demon."[13]

Believers characterized their revered religious figures as having "a higher perfection É a special Charisma."[13]

Then, with the establishment of the Christian Church, "the old charismatic gifts and free offerings were transformed
into a hierarchical sacerdotal system."[14] The focus on the institution rather than divinely inspired individuals
increasingly dominated religious thought and life, and that focus went unchanged for centuries.[15]

Additional changes began in the 17th century when church leaders, notably in the Latin tradition, accented
"individual gifts [and] particular talents imparted by God or the Holy Spirit." The 19th century brought an increasing
shift in emphasis toward individual and spiritual aspects of charisma; Protestant and some Catholic theologians
narrowed the concept to superlative, out-of-the-ordinary, and virtuoso gifts. Simultaneously, the term became
alienated from the much wider meaning that early Christians had attached to it.[16] Still, the narrowed term projected
back to the earlier period "A systematically reflected and highly differentiated understanding of charisma was often
unconsciously infused into the Scriptures and writings of the church fathers, so that these texts were no longer read
through the eyes of the authors."[17]

These dialectic meanings influenced notable changes in pentecostalism in the late 19th century, and charismatic
movements in some mainline churches in the mid-20th century. The discussion in the 21st Century Religion section
explores what charisma means in these and other religious groups.

Secular History
The basis for modern secular usage comes from German sociologist Max Weber (1864-1920). He discovered the
term in the work of Rudolf Sohm, a German church historian whose 1892 Kirchenrecht[18] was immediately
recognized in Germany as an epoch-making work. It also stimulated a debate between Sohm and leading theologians
and religion scholars, which lasted more than twenty years and stimulated a rich polemical literature.[19] The debate
and literature had made charisma a popular term when Weber used it in The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of
Capitalism and in his Sociology of Religion. Perhaps because he assumed that readers already understood the idea,
Weber's early writings lacked definition or explanation of the concept. Because he applied meanings for charisma
similar to Sohm, who had affirmed the purely charismatic nature of early Christianity,[20] Weber's charisma would
have coincided with the divinely conferred charisma sense defined above in that
Weber introduced the personality charisma sense when he applied charisma to designate a form of authority. To
explain charismatic authority he developed his classic definition:

Charisma is a certain quality of an individual personality by virtue of which he is set apart from ordinary
men and treated as endowed with supernatural, superhuman, or at least specifically exceptional powers
or qualities. These are such as are not accessible to the ordinary person, but are regarded as of divine
origin or as exemplary, and on the basis of them the individual concerned is treated as a leader.[21]

Here Weber extends the concept of charisma beyond supernatural to superhuman and even to exceptional powers
and qualities. He then indicates that followers endow the individual with powers, regard these powers as of divine
origin or just exemplary, and treat him as a leader. In another passage, Weber emphasizes that "the recognition on
the part of those subject to authority" is decisive for the validity of charisma.[22] In other words, charisma can only
be that which believers recognize as charismatic in those they treat as such.[23]
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Weber died in 1920 leaving "disordered, fragmentary manuscripts without even the guidance of a plan or table of the
proposed contents." One unfinished manuscript contained his above quoted definition of charisma.[24] It took over a
quarter century for his work to be translated into English.[25] With regard to charisma, Weber's formulations are
generally regarded as having revived the concept from its deep theological obscurity.[26] However, even with the
admirable translations and prefaces of his entire works, many scholars have found Weber's formulations ambiguous.
For the past half-century they have debated the meaning of many Weberian concepts, including the meaning of
charisma, the role of followers, and the degree of a supernatural component.[24] [27] [28] [29] [30]

21st Century Religion

Pentecostal and Charismatic Christianity
The Charismatic Movement is a trend in Christianity distinguished by its belief in the renewal of supernatural gifts
and powers.

Popular Usage
As described in the History section above, personality charisma derived from divinely conferred charisma. The
Social Sciences section describes how scholars in those disciplines define the term, usually consistent with the
personality charisma sense defined above. "During the 1950s the term suddenly achieved wide use to describe a
person of great personal appeal and charm."[31] Since then, "charisma has a secure place in everyday discourse."[32]

Revived from its deep theological obscurity (the term had barely been mentioned for centuries), the concept of
charisma has become generalized and a commonplace description, applied to political leaders, businessmen, actors,
celebrities, and so forth.[33] By the mid-1980's lexicographers considered charisma a vogue word; that is, a word
"that suddenly and inexplicably crops up repeatedly" in speeches of bureaucrats, comments of columnists, and in
hundreds of radio and television broadcasts.[34] At times before the mid-1980s, and increasingly since, personality
charisma has referred to persons, objects, and even desired images.
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Sophia (wisdom)

Personification of wisdom (in Greek, "ûáÏàö" or
"Sophia") at the Celsus Library in Ephesus, Turkey.

Sophia (ûäü ê, Greek for "wisdom") is a central term in
Hellenistic philosophy and religion, Platonism, Gnosticism,
Orthodox Christianity, Esoteric Christianity, as well as Christian
mysticism. Sophiology is a philosophical concept regarding
wisdom, as well as a theological concept regarding the wisdom
of God.

Platonism

Plato, following his teacher, Socrates (and, it is likely, the older
tradition of Pythagoras), understands philosophy as
philo-sophia, or, literally, the love of Wisdom. This
understanding of philosophia permeates Plato's dialogues,
especially the Republic. In that work, the leaders of the proposed
utopia are to be philosopher kings: rulers who love sophia,
Wisdom.

Sofya is one of the four cardinal virtues of Plato's Protagoras.
The Pythian Oracle (Oracle of Delphi) reportedly answered the
question of "who is the wisest man of Greece?" with "Socrates!"
Socrates defends this verdict in his Apology to the effect that he,
at least, knows that he knows nothing. As is evident in Plato's portrayals of Socrates, this does not mean Socrates'
wisdom was the same as knowing nothing; but rather that his skepticism towards his own self-made constructions of
knowledge left him free to receive true Wisdom as a spontaneous insight or inspiration. This contrasted with the
attitude of contemporaneous Greek Sophists, who claimed to be wise and offered to teach wisdom for pay.

Hebrew texts

Sophia is adopted as the term in the Septuagint for Hebrew èùêçö Ðokmot. In Judaism, Chokhmah appears alongside
the Shekhinah, 'the Glory of God', a figure who plays a key role in the cosmology of the Kabbalists as an expression
of the feminine aspect of God. It is a central topic in the "sapiential" books, i.e. Proverbs, Psalms, Song of Songs,
Ecclesiastes, Wisdom of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus, and to some extent Baruch (the last three are
Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical books of the Old Testament.)
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Philo and the Logos
Philo, a Hellenized Jew writing in Alexandria, attempted to harmonize Platonic philosophy and Jewish scripture.
Also influenced by Stoic philosophical concepts, he used the term Logos for the role and function of Wisdom, a
concept later adapted by the author of the Gospel of John in the opening verses and applied to Jesus Christ as the
eternal Word (Logos) of God the Father.[1]

Christianity

Russian Icon, Sophia, the Holy Wisdom, 1812.

In Christian theology, "wisdom" (Hebrew: Chokhmah, Greek: Sophia,
Latin: Sapientia) describes an aspect of God, or the theological concept
regarding the wisdom of God.

New Testament

Jesus directly mentions Wisdom in the Gospel of Matthew:
The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a
man gluttonous, and a drunkard, a friend of publicans and sinners.
But Wisdom is the mother of all her children.
Ä Matthew 11:19

St. Paul refers to the concept, notably in 1 Corinthians, but obscurely,
deconstructing worldly wisdom:

Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of
this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?
Ä1 Corinthians 1:20

Paul sets worldly wisdom against a higher wisdom of God:
But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world
unto our glory.
Ä1 Corinthians 2:7

The Epistle of James (James 3:13-18; cf. James 1:5) distinguishes between two kinds of wisdom. One is a false
wisdom, which is characterized as "earthly, sensual, devilish" and is associated with strife and contention. The other
is the 'wisdom that comes from above':

But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, [and] easy to be intreated, full of mercy
and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.
ÄJames 3:17

Eastern Orthodoxy
In the mystical theology of the Eastern Orthodox Church, Holy Wisdom is understood as the Divine Logos who
became incarnate as Jesus Christ,[2] this belief being sometimes also expressed in some Eastern Orthodox icons.[3] In
Eastern Orthodoxy humility is the highest wisdom and is to be sought more than any other virtue. It is humility that
cultivates not only the Holy Wisdom, but humility (in contrast to knowledge) is the defining quality that grants
people salvation and entrance into Heaven.[4] The Hagia Sophia or Holy Wisdom church in Constantinople was the
religious center of the Eastern Orthodox Church for nearly a thousand years.
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Exterior view of the Hagia Sophia or the Holy
Wisdom, 2004.

In the liturgy of the Orthodox Church, the exclamation Sophia! or in
English Wisdom! will be proclaimed by the deacon or priest at certain
moments, especially before the reading of scripture, to draw the
congregation's attention to sacred teaching.

The concept of Sophia has been championed as a key part of the
Godhead by some Eastern Orthodox religious thinkers. These included
Vladimir Solovyov, Pavel Florensky, Nikolai Berdyaev, and Sergei
Bulgakov whose book Sophia: The Wisdom of God is in many ways
the apotheosis of Sophiology. For Bulgakov, the Sophia is co-existent
with the Trinity, operating as the feminine aspect of God in concert
with the three masculine principles of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Vladimir Lossky rejects Solovyev and
Bulgakov's teachings as error. Lossky states that Wisdom as an energy of God (just as love, faith and grace are also
energies of God) is not to be ascribed to be the true essence of God, to do so is to deny the apophatic and
incomprehensibility of God as God's essence.[5] This is contrary to the official view of the Orthodox Church, where
Bulgakov's work was denounced by the Russian Orthodox authorities as heretical.[2] [6]

Hildegard of Bingen's art
depicting Ecclesia and

Sophia.

Roman Catholic mysticism

In Roman Catholic mysticism, Hildegard of Bingen celebrated Sophia as a cosmic figure
in both her writing and her art.[7] Sophia, in Catholic theology, is the Wisdom of God, and
is thus eternal.

Protestant mysticism

Virgin Sophia design on a Harmony Society doorway in
Harmony, Pennsylvania, carved by Frederick Reichert Rapp

in 1809.

Within the Protestant tradition in England, Jane Leade,
17th-century Christian mystic, Universalist, and founder of
the Philadelphian Society, wrote copious descriptions of her
visions and dialogues with the "Virgin Sophia" who, she
said, revealed to her the spiritual workings of the Universe.[8]

Leade was hugely influenced by the theosophical writings of
16th Century German Christian mystic Jakob Bªhme, who
also speaks of the Sophia in works such as The Way to
Christ.[9] Jakob Bªhme was very influential to a number of
Christian mystics and religious leaders, including George
Rapp and the Harmony Society.[10]

Sophia can be described as the wisdom of God, and, at times,
as a pure virgin spirit which emanates from God. The Sophia
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is seen as being expressed in all creation and the natural world as well as, for some of the Christian mystics
mentioned above, integral to the spiritual well-being of humankind, the church, and the cosmos. The Virgin is seen
as outside creation but compassionately interceding on behalf of humanity to alleviate its suffering by illuminating
true spiritual seekers with wisdom and the love of God.
The main difference between the concept of Sophia found in most traditional forms of Christian mysticism and the
one more aligned with the Gnostic view of Sophia is that to many Christian mystics she is not seen as fallen or in
need of redemption. Conversely, she is not as central in most forms of established Christianity as she is in
Gnosticism, but to some Christian mystics the Sophia is a very important concept.
An interfaith spiritual community currently has its center at what it calls Sancta Sophia Seminary located in
Tahlequah, Oklahoma.[11]

Gnosticism
In Gnostic tradition, Sophia is a feminine figure, analogous to the human soul but also simultaneously one of the
feminine aspects of God. Gnostics held that she was the syzygy of Jesus Christ (i.e. the Bride of Christ), and Holy
Spirit of the Trinity. She is occasionally referred to by the Hebrew equivalent of Achamèth (¹ùêè«õ) and as
Prunikos (Aúä¾ÅÑ®äÖ). In the Nag Hammadi texts, Sophia is the lowest Aeon, or anthropic expression of the
emanation of the light of God. She is considered to have fallen from grace in some way, in so doing creating or
helping to create the material world.
Almost all Gnostic systems of the Syrian or Egyptian type taught that the universe began with an original,
unknowable God, referred to as the Parent or Bythos, or as the Monad by Monoimus. It can also be equated to the
concept of Logos in stoic, esoteric, or theosophical terms (The 'Unknown Root') as well as the Ein Sof of the
Kabbalah and Brahman in Hinduism. From this initial unitary beginning, the One spontaneously emanated further
Aeons, being pairs of progressively 'lesser' beings in sequence. Together with the source from which they emanate
they form the Pleroma, or fullness, of God, and thus should not be seen as distinct from the divine, but symbolic
abstractions of the divine nature. The transition from the immaterial to the material, from the noumenal to the
sensible, is brought about by a flaw, or a passion, or a sin, in one of the Aeons.
In most versions of the Gnostic Mythos, it is Sophia who brings about this instability in the Pleroma, in turn bringing
about the creation of materiality. Thus a positive or negative view of the world depends a great deal on the
interpretations of Sophia's actions in the Mythos. According to some Gnostic texts, the crisis occurs as a result of
Sophia trying to emanate without her syzygy or, in another tradition, because she tries to breach the barrier between
herself and the unknowable Bythos. After cataclysmically falling from the Pleroma, Sophia's fear and anguish of
losing her life (just as she lost the light of the One) causes confusion and longing to return to it. Because of these
longings, matter (Greek: hylí, Bçí) and soul (Greek: psychí, *öùì) accidentally come into existence. The creation of
the Demiurge (also known as Yaldabaoth, "Son of Chaos") is also a mistake made during this exile. The Demiurge
proceeds to create the physical world in which we live, ignorant of Sophia, who nevertheless manages to infuse some
spiritual spark or pneuma into his creation.
In the Pistis Sophia, Christ is sent from the Godhead in order to bring Sophia back into the fullness (Pleroma). Christ
enables her to again see the light, bringing her knowledge of the spirit (Greek: pneuma, âÅåöèê). Christ is then sent
to earth in the form of the man Jesus to give men the Gnosis needed to rescue themselves from the physical world
and return to the spiritual world. In Gnosticism, the Gospel story of Jesus is itself allegorical: it is the Outer Mystery,
used as an introduction to Gnosis, rather than being literally true in a historical context. For the Gnostics, the drama
of the redemption of the Sophia through Christ or the Logos is the central drama of the universe. The Sophia resides
in all of us as the Divine Spark.
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Book of Proverbs
Jewish Alexandrine religious philosophy was much occupied with the concept of the Divine Sophia, as the revelation
of God's inward thought, and assigned to her not only the formation and ordering of the natural universe,[12] but also
the communication of all insight and knowledge to mankind. In Proverbs££8 Wisdom (the noun is feminine) is
described as God's Counsellor and Workmistress (Master-workman, R.V.), who dwelt beside Him before the
Creation of the world and sported continually before Him.
In accordance with the description given in the Book of Proverbs, a dwelling-place was assigned by the Gnostics to
the Sophia, and her relation to the upper world defined as well as to the seven planetary powers which were placed
under her. The seven planetary spheres or heavens were for the ancients the highest regions of the created universe.
They were thought of as seven circles rising one above another, and dominated by the seven Archons. These
constituted the (Gnostic) Hebdomad. Above the highest of them, and over-vaulting it, was the Ogdoad, the sphere of
immutability, which was nigh to the spiritual world.[13] Now we read in Proverbs££9:1:

Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars:
These seven pillars being interpreted of the planetary heavens, the habitation of the Sophia herself was placed above
the Hebdomad in the Ogdoad.[14] It is said further of the same divine wisdom (Proverbs££8:2):

She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the places of the paths.
This meant, according to the Gnostic interpretation, that the Sophia has her dwelling-place "on the heights" above
the created universe, in the place of the midst, between the upper and lower world, between the Pleroma and the
ektismena. She sits at "the gates of the mighty," i.e. at the approaches to the realms of the seven Archons, and at the
"entrances" to the upper realm of light her praise is sung. The Sophia is therefore the highest ruler over the visible
universe, and at the same time the mediatrix between the upper and the lower realms. She shapes this mundane
universe after the heavenly prototypes, and forms the seven star-circles with their Archons under whose dominion
are placed, according to the astrological conceptions of antiquity, the fates of all earthly things, and more especially
of man. She is "the mother" or "the mother of the living."[15] As coming from above, she is herself of pneumatic
essence, the mítír phèteiní[16] or the anè dynamis,[17] from which all pneumatic souls draw their origin.

Descent
In reconciling the doctrine of the pneumatic nature of the Sophia with the dwelling-place assigned her, according to
the Proverbs, in the kingdom of the midst, and so outside the upper realm of light, there was envisioned a descent of
Sophia from her heavenly home, the Pleroma, into the void (kenèma) beneath it. The concept was that of a seizure or
robbery of light, or of an outburst and diffusion of light-dew into the kenèma, occasioned by a vivifying movement
in the upper world. But inasmuch as the light brought down into the darkness of this lower world was thought of and
described as involved in suffering, this suffering must be regarded as a punishment. This inference was further aided
by the Platonic notion of a spiritual fall.

Mythos of the soul
Alienated through their own fault from their heavenly home, souls have sunk down into this lower world without
utterly losing the remembrance of their former state, and filled with longing for their lost inheritance, these fallen
souls are still striving upwards. In this way the Mythos of the fall of Sophia can be regarded as having a typical
significance. The fate of the "mother" was regarded as the prototype of what is repeated in the history of all
individual souls, which, being of a heavenly pneumatic origin, have fallen from the upper world of light their home,
and come under the sway of evil powers, from whom they must endure a long series of sufferings till a return into
the upper world be once more vouchsafed them.
But whereas, according to the Platonic philosophy, fallen souls still retain a remembrance of their lost home, this 
notion was preserved in another form in Gnostic circles. It was taught that the souls of the Pneumatici, having lost
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the remembrance of their heavenly derivation, required to become once more partakers of Gnosis, or knowledge of
their own pneumatic essence, in order to make a return to the realm of light. In the impartation of this Gnosis
consists the redemption brought and vouchsafed by Christ to pneumatic souls. But the various fortunes of such souls
were wont to be contemplated in those of Sophia, and so it was taught that the Sophia also needed the redemption
wrought by Christ, by whom she is delivered from her agnoia and her pathe, and will, at the end of the world's
development, be again brought back to her long lost home, the Upper Pleroma, into which this mother will find an
entrance along with all pneumatic souls her children, and there, in the heavenly bridal chamber, celebrate the
marriage feast of eternity.

Syrian Gnosis
The Sophia-Mythos has in the various Gnostic systems undergone great variety of treatment. The oldest, the Syrian
Gnosis, referred to the Sophia the formation of the lower world and the production of its rulers the Archons; and
along with this they also ascribed to her the preservation and propagation of the spiritual seed.

A mystical depiction of Sophia from Geheime Figuren der
Rosenkreuzer, Altona, 1785.

As described by Irenaeus, the great Mother-principle of
the universe appears as the first woman, the Holy Spirit
(r«ha d'qudshî) moving over the waters, and is also
called the mother of all living. Under her are the four
material elementsÄwater, darkness, abyss, and chaos.
With her, combine themselves the two supreme masculine
lights, the first and the second man, the Father and the
Son, the latter being also designated as the Father's
ennoia. From their union proceeds the third imperishable
light, the third man, Christ. But unable to support the
abounding fulness of this light, the mother in giving birth
to Christ, suffers a portion of this light to overflow on the
left side. While, then, Christ as dexios (He of the right
hand) mounts upward with his mother into the
imperishable Aeon, that other light which has overflowed
on the left hand, sinks down into the lower world, and
there produces matter. And this is the Sophia, called also
Aristera (she of the left hand), Prouneikos and the
male-female.

There is here, as yet, no thought of a fall, properly so
called, as in the Valentinian system. The power which has
thus overflowed leftwards, makes a voluntary descent into
the lower waters, confiding in its possession of the spark
of true light. It is, moreover, evident that though
mythologically distinguished from the humectatio luminis

(Greek: ikmas phètos, ®èÈÖ üîã¿Ö), the Sophia is yet, really nothing else but the light-spark coming from above,
entering this lower material world, and becoming here the source of all formation, and of both the higher and the
lower life. She swims over the waters, and sets their hitherto immoveable mass in motion, driving them into the
abyss, and taking to herself a bodily form from the hylí. She compasses about, and is laden with material every kind
of weight and substance, so that, but for the essential spark of light, she would be sunk and lost in the material.
Bound to the body which she has assumed and weighed down thereby, she seeks in vain to make her escape from the

lower waters, and hasten upwards to rejoin her heavenly mother. Not succeeding in this endeavour, she seeks to 
preserve, at least, her light-spark from being injured by the lower elements, raises herself by its power to the realm of
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the upper region, and these spreading out herself she forms out of her own bodily part, the dividing wall of the
visible firmament, but still retains the aquatilis corporis typus. Finally seized with a longing for the higher light, she
finds, at length, in herself, the power to raise herself even above the heaven of her own forming, and to fully lay
aside her corporeity. The body thus abandoned is called "Woman from Woman." The narrative proceeds to tell of the
formation of the seven Archons by Sophia herself, of the creation of man, which "the mother" (i.e. not the first
woman, but the Sophia) uses as a mean to deprive the Archons of their share of light, of the perpetual conflict on his
mother's part with the self-exalting efforts of the Archons, and of her continuous striving to recover again and again
the light-spark hidden in human nature, till, at length, Christ comes to her assistance and in answer to her prayers,
proceeds to draw all the sparks of light to Himself, unites Himself with the Sophia as the bridegroom with the bride,
descends on Jesus who has been prepared, as a pure vessel for His reception, by Sophia, and leaves him again before
the crucifixion, ascending with Sophia into the world or Aeon which will never pass away.[18]

In this system the original cosmogonic significance of the Sophia still stands in the foreground. The antithesis of
Christus and Sophia, as He of the right (ho dexios) and She of the Left (hí aristera), as male and female, is but a
repetition of the first Cosmogonic Antithesis in another form. The Sophia herself is but a reflex of the "Mother of all
living" and is therefore also called "Mother." She is the formatrix of heaven and earth, for as much as mere matter
can only receive form through the light which, coming down from above has interpenetrated the dark waters of the
hylí; but she is also at the same time the spiritual principle of life in creation, or, as the world-soul the representative
of all that is truly pneumatic in this lower world: her fates and experiences represent typically those of the pneumatic
soul which has sunk down into chaos.

Prunikos
In the Gnostic system described by Irenaeus,[19] the name Prunikos several times takes the place of Sophia in the
relation of her story. The name Prunikos is also given to Sophia in the account of the kindred Barbeliot system, given
in the preceding chapter of Irenaeus. Celsus, who shows that he had met with some Ophite work, exhibits
acquaintance with the name Prunikos,[20] a name which Origen recognizes as Valentinian. That this Ophite name had
really been adopted by the Valentinians is evidenced by its occurrence in a Valentinian fragment preserved by
Epiphanius.[21] Epiphanius also introduces Prunikos as a technical word in the system of the Simonians,[22] of those
whom he describes under the head of Nicolaitans[23] and of the Ophites.[24]

Neither Irenaeus nor Origen indicates that he knew anything as to the meaning of this word; and we have no better
information on this subject than a conjecture of Epiphanius.[25] He says that the word means "wanton" or
"lascivious," for that the Greeks had a phrase concerning a man who had debauched a girl, Eprounikeuse tautín. One
feels some hesitation in accepting this explanation. Epiphanius was deeply persuaded of the filthiness of Gnostic
morals, and habitually put the worst interpretation on their language. If the phrase reported by Epiphanius had been
common, it is strange that instances of its use should not have been quoted from the Greek comic writers. It need not
be denied that Epiphanius had heard the phrase employed, but innocent words come to be used in an obscene sense,
as well by those who think double entendre witty, as by those who modestly avoid the use of plainer language. The
primary meaning of the word prouneikos seems to be a porter, or bearer of burdens, the derivation being from
enenkein, the only derivation indeed that the word seems to admit of. Then, modifying its meaning like the word
agoraios, it came to be used in the sense of a turbulent violent person. The only distinct confirmation of the
explanation of Epiphanius is that Hesychius (s. v. Skitaloi) has the words aphrodisièn kai tís prounikias tís
nykterinís. This would be decisive, if we could be sure that these words were earlier in date than Epiphanius.
In favour of the explanation of Epiphanius is the fact, that in the Gnostic cosmogonical myths, the imagery of sexual 
passion is constantly introduced. It seems on the whole probable that prouneikos is to be understood in the sense of 
propherís which has for one of its meanings[26] "precocious in respect of sexual intercourse." The name is possibly 
meant to indicate her attempts to entice away again from the lower Cosmic Powers the seed of Divine light.[27] In the 
account given by Epiphanius[28] the allusion to enticements to sexual intercourse which is involved in this name,
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becomes more prominent.

Mètra
Nigh related to this is the notion widely diffused among Gnostic sects of the impure mítra (womb) from whence the
whole world is supposed to have issued. As according to the Italian Valentinians the Soter opens the mítra of the
lower Sophia, (the Enthymísis), and so occasions the formation of the universe,[29] so on the other hand the mítra
itself is personified. So Epiphanius reports[30] the following cosmogony as that of a branch of the Nicolaitans.

In the beginning were Darkness, Chaos, and Water (skotos, kai bythos, kai hydèr), but the Spirit indwelling in
the midst of them, divided them one from another. From the intermingling of Darkness with Spirit proceeds
the mítra which again is kindled with fresh desire after the Spirit; she gives birth first to four, and then to other
four aeons, and so produces a right and a left, light and darkness. Last of all comes forth an aischros aièn, who
has intercourse with the mítra, the offspring whereof are Gods, Angels, Daemons, and Spirits.

The Sethians[31] teach in like manner that from the first concurrence (syndromí) of the three primeval principles
arose heaven and earth as a megalí tis idea sphragidos. These have the form of a mítra with the omphalos in the
midst. The pregnant mítra therefore contains within itself all kinds of animal forms in the reflex of heaven and earth
and all substances found in the middle region. This mítra also encounters us in the great Apophasis ascribed to
Simon where it is also called Paradise and Edem as being the locality of man's formation.
These cosmogonic theories have their precedent in the Thalatth or Tiamat of Syrian mythology, the life-mother of
whom Berossus has so much to relate, or in the world-egg out of which when cloven asunder heaven and earth and
all things proceed.[32] The name of this Berossian Thalatth meets us again among the Peratae of the
Philosophumena,[33] and is sometimes mistakenly identified with that of the seaÄthalassa.

Achamêth
It has been debated whether the name Achamèth (¹ùêè«õ) is originally derived from the Hebrew Chokhmah
(èCùíêCDE), in Aramaic Ðachm«th or whether it signifies 'She that brings forth'Ä'Mother.'[34] The Syriac form
Ðachm«th is testified for us as used by Bardesanes,[35] the Greek form Hachamèth is found only among the
Valentinians: the name however probably belongs to the oldest Syrian Gnosis.

Baruch-Gnosis
A similar part to that of the mítra is played by Edem consort of Elohim in the Gnostic book Baruch,[36] who there
appears as a two-shaped being formed above as a woman and from the middle downwards as a serpent.
Among the four and twenty Angels which she bears to Elohim, and which form the world out of her members, the
second female angelic form is called Achamès [Achamèth]. Like to this legend of the Philosophumena concerning
the Baruch-Gnosis is that which is related by Epiphanius of an Ophite Party that they fabled that a Serpent from the
Upper World had had sexual intercourse with the Earth as with a woman.[37]

Barbeliotae
Very nigh related to the doctrines of the Gnostics in Irenaeus are the views of the so-called Barbeliotae.[38] The name 
Barbelo, which according to one interpretation is a designation of the upper Tetrad, has originally nothing to do with 
the Sophia. This latter Being called also Spiritus Sanctus and Prunikos is the offspring of the first angel who stands 
at the side of the Monogenes. Sophia seeing that all the rest have each its syzygos within the Pleroma, desires also to 
find such a consort for herself; and not finding one in the upper world she looks down into the lower regions and 
being still unsatisfied there she descends at length against the will of the Father into the deep. Here she forms the 
Demiurge (the Proarchèn), a composite of ignorance and self-exaltation. This Being, by virtue of pneumatic powers 
stolen from his mother, proceeds to form the lower world. The mother, on the other hand, flees away into the upper
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regions and makes her dwelling there in the Ogdoad.

Ophites
We meet this Sophia also among the Ophiana whose "Diagram" is described by Celsus and Origen, as well as among
various Gnostic (Ophite) parties mentioned by Epiphanius. She is there called Sophia or Prunikos, the upper mother
and upper power, and sits enthroned above the Hebdomad (the seven Planetary Heavens) in the Ogdoad.[39] She is
also occasionally called Parthenos,[40] and again is elsewhere identified with the Barbelo or Barbero.[41]

Bardesanes
Cosmogonic myths play their part also in the doctrine of Bardesanes. The locus foedus whereon the gods (or Aeons)
measured and founded Paradise[35] is the same as the impure mítra, which Ephraim is ashamed even to name.[42]

The creation of the world is brought to pass through the son of the living one and the Rõha d' Qudshï, the Holy
Spirit, with whom Fachmõth is identical, but in combination with "creatures," i.e. subordinate beings which
co-operate with them.[43] It is not expressly so said, and yet at the same time is the most probable assumption, that as
was the case with the father and mother so also their offspring the son of the Living One, and the Rõha d' Qudshï or
Fachmõth, are to be regarded as a Syzygy. This last (the Fachmõth) brings forth the two daughters, the "Shame of
the Dry Land" i.e. the mítra, and the "Image of the Waters" i.e. the Aquatilis Corporis typus, which is mentioned in
connection with the Ophitic Sophia.[35] Beside which, in a passage evidently referring to Bardesanes, air, fire, water,
and darkness are mentioned as aeons.[44] These are probably the "Creatures" to which in association with the Son
and the Rõha d' Qudshï, Bardesanes is said to have assigned the creation of the world. Though much still remains
dark as to the doctrine of Bardesanes we cannot nevertheless have any right to set simply aside the statements of
Ephraim, who remains the oldest Syrian source for our knowledge of the doctrine of this Syrian Gnostic, and
deserves therefore our chief attentions. Bardesanes, according to Ephraim, is able also to tell of the wife or maiden
who having sunk down from the Upper Paradise offers up prayers in her dereliction for help from above, and on
being heard returns to the joys of the Upper Paradise.[35]

Acts of Thomas
These statements of Ephraim are further supplemented by the Acts of Thomas in which various hymns have been 
preserved which are either compositions of Bardesanes himself, or at any rate are productions of his school.[45] In the 
Syriac text of the Acts,[46] we find the Hymn of the Soul, which has been sent down from her heavenly home to fetch 
the pearl guarded by the serpent, but has forgotten here below her heavenly mission till she is reminded of it by a 
letter from "the father, the mother, and the brother," performs her task, receives back again her glorious dress, and 
returns to her old home. Of the other hymns which are preserved in the Greek version more faithfully than in the 
Syriac text which has undergone Catholic revision, the first deserving of notice is the Ode to the Sophia[47] which 
describes the marriage of the "maiden" with her heavenly bridegroom and her introduction into the Upper Realm of 
Light. This "maiden," called "daughter of light," is not as the Catholic reviser supposes the Church, but Fachmõth 
(Sophia) over whose head the "king," i.e. the father of the living ones, sits enthroned; her bridegroom is, according to 
the most probable interpretation, the son of the living one, i.e. Christ. With her the living Ones i.e. pneumatic souls 
enter into the Pleroma and receive the glorious light of the living Father and praise along with "the living spirit" the 
"father of truth" and the "mother of wisdom." The Sophia is also invoked in the first prayer of consecration.[48] She 
is there called the "merciful mother," the "consort of the masculine one," "revelant of the perfect mysteries," "Mother 
of the Seven Houses," "who finds rest in the eighth house," i.e. in the Ogdoad. In the second Prayer of 
Consecration[49] she is also designated, the "perfect Mercy" and "Consort of the Masculine One," but is also called 
"Holy Spirit" (Rõha d' Qudshï) "Revelant of the Mysteries of the whole Magnitude," "hidden Mother," "She who 
knows the Mysteries of the Elect," and "she who partakes in the conflicts of the noble Agonistes" (i.e. of Christ).[50] 

There is further a direct reminiscence of the doctrine of Bardesanes when she is invoked as the Holy Dove which has
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given birth to the two twins (i.e. the two daughters of the Rõha d' Qudshï).[51]

Simon Magus

Helen of Troy by Evelyn de Morgan (1898,
London); an incarnation of the Ennoia the

Simonian system.

This Mythos of the Soul and her descent into this lower world, with her
various sufferings and changing fortunes until her final deliverance,
recurs in the Simonian system under the form of the All-Mother who
issues as its first thought from the Hestès or highest power of God. She
generally bears the name Ennoia, but is also called Wisdom (Sophia),
Ruler, Holy Spirit, Prunikos, Barbelo. Having sunk down from the
highest heavens into the lowest regions, she creates angels and
archangels, and these again create and rule the material universe.
Restrained and held down by the power of this lower world, she is
hindered from returning to the kingdom of the Father. According to one
representation she suffers all manner of insult from the angels and
archangels bound and forced again and again into fresh earthly bodies,
and compelled for centuries to wander in ever new corporeal forms.
According to another account she is in herself incapable of suffering,
but is sent into this lower world and undergoes perpetual transformation
in order to excite by her beauty the angels and powers, to impel them to
engage in perpetual strife, and so gradually to deprive them of their
store of heavenly light. The Hestès himself at length comes down from
the highest heaven in a phantasmal body in order to deliver the suffering
Ennoia, and redeem the souls held in captivity by imparting gnosis to
them.

The most frequent designation of the Simonian Ennoia is "the lost" or
"the wandering sheep." The Greek divinities Zeus and Athena were
interpreted to signify Hestès and his Ennoia, and in like manner the
Tyrian sun-god Herakles-Melkart and the moon-goddess Selene-Astarte.
So also the Homeric Helena, as the cause of quarrel between Greeks and
Trojans, was regarded as a type of the Ennoia. The story which the fathers of the church handed down of the
intercourse of Simon Magus with his consort Helena, had probably its origin in this allegorical interpretation.[52]

In the Simonian Apophasis the great dynamis (also called Nous) and the great epinoia which gives birth to all things
form a syzygy, from which proceeds the male-female Being, who is called Hestès.[53] Elsewhere nous and epinoia
are called the upper-most of the three Simonian Syzygies, to which the Hestès forms the Hebdomad: but on the other
hand, nous and epinoia are identified with heaven and earth.[54]
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Valentinus

"Pl¢rome de Valentin," from Histoire critique du
Gnosticisme; Jacques Matter, 1826, Vol. II, Plate

II.

The most significant development of this Sophia-Mythos is found in
the Valentinian system. The descent of the Sophia from the Pleroma is
ascribed after Plato's manner to a fall, and as the final cause of this fall
a state of suffering is indicated which has penetrated into the Pleroma
itself. Sophia or Mítír is in the doctrine of Valentinus the last, i.e. the
thirtieth Aeon in the Pleroma, from which having fallen out, she now
in remembrance of the better world which she has thus forsaken, gives
birth to the Christus "with a shadow" (meta skias tinos). While Christus
returns to the Pleroma, Sophia forms the Demiurge and this whole
lower world out of the skia, a right and a left principle.[55] For her
redemption comes down to Sophia either Christus himself,[56] or the
Soter,[57] as the common product of the Aeons, in order to bring her
back to the Pleroma and unite her again with her syzygos. The motive
for the Sophia's fall was defined according to the Anatolian school to
have lain therein, that by her desire to know what lay beyond the limits
of the knowable she had brought herself into a state of ignorance and
formlessness. Her suffering extends to the whole Pleroma. But whereas
this is confirmed thereby in fresh strength, the Sophia is separated from
it and gives birth outside it (by means of her ennoia, her recollections
of the higher world), to the Christus who at once ascends into the
Pleroma, and after this she produces an ousia amorphos, the image of her suffering, out of which the Demiurge and
the lower world come into existence; last of all looking upwards in her helpless condition, and imploring light, she
finally gives birth to the spermata tís ekklísias, the pneumatic souls. In the work of redemption the Soter comes
down accompanied by the masculine angels who are to be the future syzygoi of the (feminine) souls of the
Pneumatici, and introduces the Sophia along with these Pneumatici into the heavenly bridal chamber.[58] The same
view, essentially meets us in the accounts of Marcus,[59] and in the Epitomators of the Syntagma of Hippolytus.[60]

Ptolemaeus
The Italic school distinguished on the other hand a two-fold Sophia, the ano Sophia and the katè Sophia or
Achamoth. According to the doctrine of Ptolemaeus and that of his disciples, the former of these separates herself
from her syzygos, the thelítos through her audacious longing after immediate Communion with the Father of all, falls
into a condition of suffering, and would completely melt away in this inordinate desire, unless the Horos had
purified her from her suffering and established her again in the Pleroma. Her enthymísis, on the other hand, the
desire which has obtained the mastery over her and the consequent suffering becomes an amorphos kai aneideos
ousia, which is also called an ektrèma, is separated from her and is assigned a place beyond the limits of the
Pleroma.
From her dwelling-place above the Hebdomad, in the place of the Midst, she is also called Ogdoad (GÄ±ä¶Ö), and 
further entitled Mítír, Sophia also, and he Hierousalím, Pneuma hagion, and (arsenikès) Kyrios. In these names 
some partial reminiscences of the old Ophitic Gnosis are retained. The Achamoth first receives (by means of 
Christus and Pneuma hagion the Pair of Aeons within the Pleroma whose emanation is most recent), the morphèsis 
kat' ousian. Left alone in her suffering she has become endued with penitent mind (epistrophí). Now descends the 
son as the common fruit of the Pleroma, gives her the morphèsis kata gnèsin, and forms out of her various affections 
the Demiurge and the various constituents of this lower world. By his appointment the Achamoth produces the 
pneumatic seed (the ekklísia). The end of the world's history is here also (as above) the introduction of the lower 
Sophia with all her pneumatic offspring into the Pleroma, and this intimately connected with the second descent of
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the Soter and his transient union with the psychical Christus; then follows the marriage-union of the Achamoth with
the Soter and of the pneumatic souls with the angels.[61] The same form of doctrine meets us also in Secundus, who
is said to have been the first to have made the distinction of an upper and a lower Sophia,[62] and in the account
which the Philosophumena give us of a system which most probably referred to the school of Heracleon, and which
also speaks of a double Sophia.[63] The name Hierousalím also for the exè Sophia meets us here.[64] It finds its
interpretation in the fragments of Heracleon.[65] The name Achamoth, on the other hand, is wanting both in
Hippolytus and in Heracleon. One school among the Marcosii seems also to have taught a two-fold Sophia.[66]

Pistis Sophia
A special and richly coloured development is given to the mythical form of the Sophia of the Gnostic Book Pistis
Sophia.[67] The two first books of this writing to which the name Pistis Sophia properly belongs, treat for the greater
part[68] of the fall, the Repentance, and the Redemption of the Sophia. She has by the ordinance of higher powers
obtained an insight into the dwelling-place appropriated to her in the spiritual world, namely, the thísauros lucis
which lies beyond the XIIIth Aeon. By her endeavours to direct thither her upward flight, she draws upon herself the
enmity of the Authadís, Archon of the XIIIth Aeon, and of the Archons of the XII. Aeons under him; by these she is
enticed down into the depths of chaos, and is there tormented in the greatest possible variety of ways, in order that so
she may incur the loss of her light-nature. In her utmost need she addresses thirteen penitent prayers (metanoiai) to
the Upper Light. Step by step she is led upwards by Christus into the higher regions, though she still remains
obnoxious to the assaults of the Archons, and is, after offering her XIIIth Metanoia, more vehemently attacked than
ever, till at length Christus leads her down into an intermediate place below the XIIIth Aeon, where she remains till
the consummation of the world, and sends up grateful hymns of praise and thanksgiving. The earthly work of
redemption having been at length accomplished, the Sophia returns to her original celestial home.
The peculiar feature in this representation consists in the further development of the philosophical ideas which find
general expression in the Sophia-Mythos. Sophia is here not merely, as with Valentinus, the representative of the
longing which the finite spirit feels for the knowledge of the infinite, but at the same time a type or pattern of faith,
of repentance, and of hope.[69] After her restoration she announces to her companions the twofold truth that, while
every attempt to overstep the divinely ordained limits, has for its consequence suffering and punishment, so, on the
other hand, the divine compassion is ever ready to vouchsafe pardon to the penitent.
We have a further reminiscence of the Sophia of the older Gnostic systems in what is said in the book Pistis Sophia
of the Light-Maiden (parthenos lucis), who is there clearly distinguished from the Sophia herself, and appears as the
archetype of Astraea, the Constellation Virgo.[70] The station which she holds is in the place of the midst, above the
habitation assigned to the Sophia in the XIIIth Aeon. She is the judge of (departed) souls, either opening for them or
closing against them the portals of the light-realm.[71] Under her stand yet seven other light-maidens with similar
functions, who impart to pious souls their final consecrations.[72] From the place of the parthenos lucis comes the
sun-dragon, which is daily borne along by four light-powers in the shape of white horses, and so makes his circuit
round the earth.[73]

Nag Hammadi
In On the Origin of the World, Sophia is depicted as the ultimate destroyer of this material universe, Yaldabaoth and
all his Heavens:

She [Sophia] will cast them down into the abyss. They [the Archons] will be obliterated because of their
wickedness. For they will come to be like volcanoes and consume one another until they perish at the hand of
the prime parent. When he has destroyed them, he will turn against himself and destroy himself until he ceases
to exist. And their heavens will fall one upon the next and their forces will be consumed by fire. Their eternal
realms, too, will be overturned. And his heaven will fall and break in two. His [...] will fall down upon the [...]
support them; they will fall into the abyss, and the abyss will be overturned. The light will [...] the darkness
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and obliterate it: it will be like something that never was.

Manichaeism
This light-maiden (parthenos tou phètos) encounters us also among the Manichaeans as exciting the impure desires
of the Daemons, and thereby setting free the light which has hitherto been held down by the power of darkness.[74]

On the other hand, the place of the Gnostic Sophia is among Manichaeans taken by the "Mother of Life" (mítír tís
zèís), and by the World-Soul (psychí hapantèn), which on occasions is distinguished from the Life-Mother, and is
regarded as diffused through all living creatures, whose deliverance from the realm of darkness constitutes the whole
of the world's history.[75] Their return to the world of light is described in the famous Canticum Amatorium.[76]

Mythology
The archetypal fall and recovery of Sophia is additionally linked (to a varying degree) to many different myths and
stories (see damsel in distress). Among these are:
á Isis, who while still in the cosmic womb, brings forth the flawed Elder Horus without a consort[77]

á The Church as the bride of Christ
á The abduction and rescue of Helen of Troy
á Persephone and her descent into Hades, from which she returns to life [but is bound to return to Hades for 3

months every year]
á The fall of Eve and the birth of Christ through the Virgin Mary
á The descent of Orpheus into the underworld to rescue his wife, Eurydice
á The return of Odysseus to his kingdom, Ithaca, to reclaim his wife, Penelope
á The rescue of Andromeda by Perseus
á Pandora
á Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty
á The slaying of the Dragon by St. George to rescue the Princess
á The rescue of the kidnapped Sita by her husband, the god-king Rama, with the help of Hanuman in the Ramayana
Note that many of these myths have alternative psychological interpretations. For example Jungian psychologist
Marie-Louise von Franz interpreted fairly tales like Sleeping Beauty as symbolizing the 'rescue' or reintegration of
the anima, the more 'feminine' part of a man's unconscious, but not wisdom or sophia per se.
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Logos (Christianity)
In Christology, the conception that the Christ is the Logos (£ëÄáò, the Greek for "word", "discourse" or "reason")
has been important in establishing the doctrine of the divinity of Jesus Christ and his position as God the Son in the
Trinity as set forth in the Chalcedonian Creed.
The conception derives from the opening of the Gospel of John, commonly translated into English as: "In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." In the original Greek, Logos (ç¿ÄäÖ)
is used for "Word," and in theological discourse, this is often left untranslated.

Logos in Hellenistic Judaism
Word and related terms in earlier Jewish tradition prepared the way for its use here to denote Jesus as revealer of the
unseen God (see Wisdom 9:1-4, 9, 17-18; Ecclesiasticus 24:1-12).[1] The Jewish-Alexandrian theologian and
philosopher Philo wrote extensively about the Logos in ways that are reminiscent of New Testament theology. For
instance, his teaching that Ñthe Logos of the living God is the bond of everything, holding all things together and
binding all the parts, and prevents them from being dissolved and separatedÖ[2] resembles Colossians£1:17.
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Christ as the logos

Word of God Window at St. Matthew's
German Evangelical Lutheran Church in

Charleston, South Carolina

Christians who profess belief in the Trinity often consider John£1:1 to be a
central text in their belief that Jesus is God, in connection with the idea that
the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are equals. Though only in this verse is
Jesus referred to as the Word of God, the theme transposed throughout the
Gospel of John with variations.[3] Renowned theologian N.T. Wright
characterizes "Word" (logos) as being incomprehensible in human language.
He claims that through belief the Logos will transform people with its
judgment and mercy. According to Wright, John's view of the Incarnation, of
the Word becoming flesh, strikes at the very root of what he terms "the liberal
denial...of the idea of God becoming human...." His assessment is that when
the "enfleshment" and speaking Word is removed from the center of Christian
theology, all that is left is "a relativism whose only moral principle is that
there are no moral principles, no words of judgment (because nothing is
really wrong, except saying that things are wrong), no words of mercy
(because you're all right as you are, so all you need is affirmation)." [4]

Theologian Stephen L. Harris and others say the author of John adapted
Philo's concept of the Logos, identifying Jesus as an incarnation of the divine
Logos that formed the universe[5] (cf. Proverbs£8:22-36).

Southern Baptist theologian Frank Stagg considered that Jesus is God.[6]

Psalm 33:6

Among many verses in the Septuagint prefiguring New Testament usage is
Psalms 33:6 which relates directly to the Genesis creation.[7] Theophilus of
Antioch references the connection in To Autolycus 1:7.[8] Augustine of Hippo
considered that in Ps.33:6 both logos and pneuma were "on the verge of
being personified".[9]

Psalm 33:6 "By the word (logos) of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath (pneuma) of his mouth
all their host (dynamis)." (ESV)

Luke 1:2
Some[10] [11] have seen in Luke 1:2 a first reference to Logos and Beginning:

Luke 1:2 "just as those who from the beginning (Greek arche) were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word
(Greek logos) have delivered them to us" (ESV)

John 1:1
The Gospel of John begins with a Hymn to the Word which identifies Jesus as the Logos and the Logos as divine.
The last four words of John 1:1 (õåÂÖ IÅ ¼ ç¿ÄäÖ, literally "God was the Logos," or "God was the Word") have been
a particular topic of debate within Christianity. In this construct, the subject (the Logos) and the complement (God)
both appear in the nominative case, and the complement is therefore usually distinguished by dropping any article,
and moving it before the verb.[12] [13] Grammatically, the phrase could therefore read either "the Word was God" or
"the Word was a god." Early New Testament manuscripts did not distinguish upper and lower case,[12] so that
pre-existing beliefs about the Trinity have influenced translation, although many scholars see the movement of
"God" to the front of the clause as indicating an emphasis more consistent with "the Word was God."[14] [15] [16] [17]
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The most common English translation is "the Word was God"[18] with even more emphatic translations being "the
Word was God Himself" (Amplified Bible) or "the Word ... was truly God" (Contemporary English Version).
Some other translations, such as An American Translation (1935)[19] and Moffatt, New Translation,[20] render "the
Word was divine." Related translations have also been suggested, such as "what God was the Word also was."[21]

Some Non-Trinitarian translations render "and the word was a godÖ such as the Unitarian Thomas Belsham's 1808
revision[22] of William Newcome's version and New World Translation of Jehovah's Witnesses[23]

Although "Word" is the most common translation of the noun Logos, other translations have been used. Gordon
Clark (1902 - 1985), a Calvinist theologian and expert on pre-Socratic philosophy, famously translated Logos as
"Logic": "In the beginning was the Logic, and the Logic was with God and the Logic was God."[24] He meant to
imply by this translation that the laws of logic were derived from God and formed part of Creation, and were
therefore not a secular principle imposed on the Christian world view.[25]

For a more complete chronological listing see: Translations of "Logos" in John 1:1 in English versions

The question of how to translate Logos is also treated in Goethe's Faust, with Faust finally opting for die Tat,
("deed/action").

First John 1:1
John 1's subject is developed in 1 John 1.[26] [27] [28] [29]

1John 1:1 "That which was from the beginning (arche), which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word (logos) of lifeÄ" (ESV)

In Christian history and theology

Justin Martyr
Following John 1, the early Christian apologist Justin Martyr (c 150) identified Jesus as the Logos.[30] [31] Like
Philo, Justin also identified the Logos with the Angel of the LORD, and used this as a way of arguing for
Christianity to Jews:

I shall give you another testimony, my friends, from the Scriptures, that God begot before all creatures a
Beginning, [who was] a certain rational power [proceeding] from Himself, who is called by the Holy
Spirit, now the Glory of the Lord, now the Son, again Wisdom, again an Angel, then God, and then Lord
and Logos;[32]

In his First Apology, Justin used the Stoic concept of the Logos as a way of arguing for Christianity to non-Jews.
Since a Greek audience would accept this concept, his argument could concentrate on identifying this Logos with
Jesus.[30] However, Justin does not go so far as to articulate a fully consistent doctrine of the Logos.[30]

Chalcedonian Christology and Platonism
Even though post-apostolic Christian writers struggled with the question of the identity of Jesus and the Logos, the 
ChurchÇs doctrine that Jesus was the Logos never changed. Each of the first six councils, from the First Council of 
Nicea (325) to the Third Council of Constantinople (680-681) defined Jesus Christ as fully God and fully human.[33] 

Christianity did not accept the Platonic argument that the spirit is good and the flesh is evil, and that therefore the 
man Jesus could not be God. Neither did it accept any of the Platonic beliefs that would have made Jesus something 
less than fully God and fully human at the same time. The original teaching of JohnÇs gospel is, "In the beginning 
was the Logos, and the Logos was with God, and the Logos was God.... And the Logos became flesh and dwelt 
among us."[34] The only development or evolution of doctrine was to condemn as heretical virtually every attempt to 
explain the how of the incarnation. The final Christology of Chalcedon (confirmed by Constantinople III) was that 
Jesus Christ is both God and man, and that these two natures are inseparable, indivisible, unconfused and
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unchangeable.[35]

In Roman Catholicism
On April 1, 2005, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger (who would become Pope Benedict XVI just over two weeks later)
referred to the Christian religion as the religion of the Logos:

Christianity must always remember that it is the religion of the "Logos." It is faith in the "Creator Spiritus," in
the Creator Spirit, from which proceeds everything that exists. Today, this should be precisely its
philosophical strength, in so far as the problem is whether the world comes from the irrational, and reason is
not, therefore, other than a "sub-product," on occasion even harmful of its development or whether the world
comes from reason, and is, as a consequence, its criterion and goal.
The Christian faith inclines toward this second thesis, thus having, from the purely philosophical point of
view, really good cards to play, despite the fact that many today consider only the first thesis as the only
modern and rational one par excellence. However, a reason that springs from the irrational, and that is, in the
final analysis, itself irrational, does not constitute a solution for our problems. Only creative reason, which in
the crucified God is manifested as love, can really show us the way. In the so necessary dialogue between
secularists and Catholics, we Christians must be very careful to remain faithful to this fundamental line: to live
a faith that comes from the "Logos," from creative reason, and that, because of this, is also open to all that is
truly rational.[36]

Catholics can use logos to refer to the moral law written in human hearts. This comes from Jeremiah 31:33
(prophecy of new covenant): "I will write my law on their hearts." St. Justin wrote that those who have not accepted
Christ but follow the moral law of their hearts (logos) follow God, because it is God who has written the moral law
in each person's heart. Though man may not explicitly recognize God, he has the spirit of Christ if he follows Jesus'
moral laws, written in his heart.
Michael Heller has argued Ñthat Christ is the logos implies that GodÇs immanence in the world is his rationality.Ö[37]

In Non-Trinitarian and Unitarian belief
Photinus denied, that the Logos as the Wisdom of God had an existence of its own before the birth of Christ.[38] For
Socinus, Christ was the Logos, but he denied His pre-existence; He was the Word of God as being His Interpreter
(interpres divinae voluntatu).[39] Nathaniel Lardner and Joseph Priestley considered the Logos a personification of
God's wisdom.[40]
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Hypostasis (philosophy)
In Christian usage, the Greek word hypostasis (Ðâ¿ÉãKÉÑÖ) means beneath-standing or underpinning and, by
extension, the existence of some thing. In the ecumenical councils the terminology was clarified and standardized, so
that the formula "Three Hypostases in one Ousia" came to be accepted as an epitome of the orthodox doctrine of the
Holy Trinity, that The Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit are three distinct 'hypostases' in one God. The word is
also used to refer to the divinity of Christ, which is another facet of Christ along with his humanity (see also
Hypostatic union).
The word 'hypostasis' has been met with controversy and confusion over the years, especially in the conversations
between those who consider it to be a violation of the principle of Monotheism and those who do not.

Hellenic philosophy
For instance it was used by Aristotle in contrast to Plato and the Neoplatonists to speak of the objective reality of a
thing or its inner reality (as opposed to outer form or illusion). In the Christian Scriptures this seems roughly its
meaning at Hebrews 1:3. Allied to this was its use for "basis" or "foundation" and hence also "confidence," e.g., in
Hebrews 3:14 and 11:1 and 2 Corinthians 9:4 and 11:17.

Early Christianity
In Early Christian writings it is used to denote "being" or "substantive reality" and is not always distinguished in
meaning from ousia (essence); it was used in this way by Tatian and Origen, and also in the anathemas appended to
the Nicene Creed of 325. See also: Hypostatic union, where the term is used to describe the union of Christ's
humanity and divinity. The term has also been used and is still used in modern Greek (not just Koine Greek or
common ancient Greek) to mean "existence" along with the Greek word hLparxis (BâêúùÑÖ) and tropos hyp¥rxeos
(ãú¿âäÖ Ðâ¶úùåîÖ), which is individual existence.

Ecumenical Councils
It was mainly under the influence of the Cappadocian Fathers that the terminology was clarified and standardized, so
that the formula "Three Hypostases in one Ousia" came to be everywhere accepted as an epitome of the orthodox
doctrine of the Holy Trinity. This consensus, however, was not achieved without some confusion at first in the minds
of Western theologians, who had translated hypo-stasis as "sub-stantia" (substance. See also Consubstantiality) and
understood the Eastern Christians, when speaking of three "Hypostases" in the Godhead, to mean three "Substances,"
i.e. they suspected them of Tritheism. But, from the middle of the fourth century onwards the word came to be
contrasted with ousia and used to mean "individual reality," especially in the Trinitarian and Christological contexts.
The Christian view of the Trinity is often described as a view of one God existing in three distinct
hypostases/personae/persons. The Latin "persona" is not the same as the English "person" but is a broader term that
includes the meaning of the English "persona."
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Ousia
Ousia (ÑÒÉàö) is the Ancient Greek noun formed on the feminine present participle of ÌÓÅöÖ (to be); it is analogous
to the English participle being, and the modern philosophy adjectival ontic. Ousia is often translated (sometimes
incorrectly) to Latin as substantia and essentia, and to English as substance and essence; and (loosely) also as
(contextually) the Latin word accident Ä [1] which conflicts with the denotation of symbebekés, given that Aristotle
uses symbebekës in showing that inhuman things (objects) also are substantive.[2]

Philosophical and scientifical use
The Greek philosophers Plato and Aristotle used ousia in their ontologies; their denotations are the contemporary
philosophic and theological usages. Aristotle used ousia in creating animal phyla in biology, ousia denoting that
which is shared: essence, form, and nature, and hypostasis denoting that which is particular: an individual instance or
thing.
Much later, Martin Heidegger said that the original meaning of the word ousia was lost in its translation to the Latin,
and, subsequently, in its translation to modern languages. For him, ousia means Being, not substance, that is, not
some thing or some being that "stood"(-stance) "under"(sub-). Moreover, he also uses the bi-nomial
parousia-apousia, denoting presence-absence, and hypostasis denoting existence.

Theological significance

New Testament
The word ousia is not used in the New Testament except in relation to the substance in the sense of goods twice in
the parable of the Prodigal Son where the son asked his father to divide to him his inheritance, and then wasted it on
riotous living.[3] [4]

Early Christianity
Origen, (d. 251) used ousia in defining God as one genus of ousia, while being three, distinct species of hypostasis:
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Synods of Antioch condemned the word homoousios (same substance)
because it originated in pagan Greek philosophy. The Paul of Samosata entry of the Catholic Encyclopedia says:

It must be regarded as certain that the council, which condemned Paul, rejected the term homoousios; but,
naturally, only in a false sense, used by Paul; not, it seems, because he meant by it a unity of Hypostasis in the
Trinity (so St. Hilary), but because he intended, by it, a common substance, out of which both Father and Son
proceeded, or which it divided between them Ü so St. Basil and St. Athanasius; but the question is not clear.
The objectors to the Nicene doctrine in the fourth century made copious use of this disapproval of the Nicene
word by a famous council.[5]

The general agreed upon meaning of ousia in Eastern Christianity is all that subsist by itself and which has not its
being in another.[6] In contrast to hypostasis which is used to mean reality or existence.[7]

In 325, the First Council of Nicaea condemned Arianism and formulated a creed, which stated that in the Godhead 
the Son was Homoousios (same in substance) of the Father. However, controversy did not stop and many Eastern 
clerics rejected the term because of its earlier condemnation in the usage of Paul of Samosata. Subsequent Emperors
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Constantius II and Valens supported Arianism and theologians came up with alternative wordings like Homoios
(similar) homoiousios (similar in substance), or Anomoios (unsimilar). While the Homoios achieved the support of
several councils and the Emperors, those of an opposing view were suppressed. The adherents of the Homoiousios
eventually joined forces with the (mostly Western) adherents of the Homoousios and accepted the formulation of the
Nicene creed.
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Syzygy
In broadest terms, syzygy (pronounced /òsõ.zô.dµi/) is a kind of unity, especially through coordination or alignment,
most commonly used in the astronomical and/or astrological sense.[1] Syzygy is derived from the Late Latin syzygia,
"conjunction", from the Greek É¾ëöÄäÖ (syzygos).
Syzygial, adjective of syzygy, describes the alignment of three or more celestial bodies in the same gravitational
system along a line.

Astronomy
In astronomy, a syzygy is a straight line configuration of three celestial bodies (as the Earth, Sun, and Moon) in a
gravitational system. The word is usually used in reference to the Sun, the Earth and either the Moon or a planet,
where the latter is in conjunction or opposition. Solar and lunar eclipses occur at times of syzygy, as do transits and
occultations. The term is also applied to each instance of new moon or full moon when Sun and Moon are in
conjunction or opposition, even though they are not precisely on one line with the Earth.
The word 'syzygy' is often loosely used to describe interesting configurations of planets in general. For example, one
such case occurred on March 21, 1894 at around 23:00 GMT, when Mercury transited the Sun as seen from Venus,
and Mercury and Venus both simultaneously transited the Sun as seen from Saturn. It is also used to describe
situations when all the planets are on the same side of the Sun although they are not necessarily found along a
straight line, such as on March 10, 1982.[2]

Mathematics
In mathematics, a syzygy is a relation between the generators of a module M. The set of all such relations is called
the "first syzygy module of M". A relation between generators of the first syzygy module is called a "second syzygy"
of M, and the set of all such relations is called the "second syzygy module of M". Continuing in this way, we get the
n-th syzygy module of M by taking the set of all relations between generators of the (n-1)th syzygy module of M. If
M is finitely generated over a polynomial ring over a field, this process terminates after a finite number of steps; i.e.,
eventually there will be no more syzygies (see Hilbert's syzygy theorem). The syzygy modules of M are not unique,
for they depend on the choice of generators at each step.

Poetry
In poetry, syzygy is the combination of two metrical feet into a single unit, similar to an elision.
Consonantal or phonetic syzygy is also similar to the effect of alliteration, where one consonant is used repeatedly
throughout a passage, but not necessarily at the beginning of each word.
In Greek Old Comedy, an "epirrhematic syzygy" is a system of symmetrically corresponding verse forms (see
Aristophanes#Parabasis).
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Demiurge
The demiurge is a concept from the Platonic, Neopythagorean, Middle Platonic, and Neoplatonic schools of
philosophy for an artisan-like figure responsible for the fashioning and maintenance of the physical universe. The
term was subsequently adopted by the Gnostics. Although a fashioner, the demiurge is not quite the creator figure in
the familiar monotheistic sense; both the demiurge itself and the material from which the demiurge fashions the
universe are considered either uncreated and eternal, or the product of some other being, depending on the system.
The word demiurge is an English word from a Latinized form of the Greek ÔéçÖáñôÄÕò, dímiourgos, literally "public
worker", and which was originally a common noun meaning "craftsman" or "artisan". The philosophical usage and
the proper noun derives from Plato's Timaeus, written circa 360 BC, in which the demiurge is allegorically presented
as the creator of the universe. This is accordingly the definition of the demiurge in the Platonic (ca. 310 BC-90 BC)
and Middle Platonic (ca. 90 BC-300 AD) philosophical traditions. In the various branches of the Neoplatonic school
(third century onwards), the demiurge is the fashioner of the real, perceptible world, and of the Ideas, but (in most
neoplatonic systems) is still not itself "the One". In the arch-dualist ideology of the various Gnostic systems, the
material universe is evil while the non-material world is good. Accordingly, the demiurge is malevolent.

Platonism and Neoplatonism
Plato has the speaker Timaeus refer to the Demiurge frequently in the Socratic dialogue Timaeus, circa 360 BC.
Plato's Timaeus is a philosophical reconciliation of Hesiod's cosmology in his Theogony, syncretically reconciling
Hesiod to Homer.[1] [2] [3] The title character refers to the Demiurge as the entity who Ñfashioned and shapedÖ the
material world. Timaeus describes the Demiurge as unreservedly benevolent, and hence desirous of a world as good
as possible. The world remains allegedly imperfect, however, because the Demiurge created the world out of a
chaotic, indeterminate non-being.

Neo-Pythagorean and Middle Platonism

In Numenius's Neo-Pythagorean and Middle Platonist cosmogony the Demiurge is second God as the nous or
thought of intelligibles and sensibles.[4]

NeoPlatonism

Plotinus and the later Platonists worked to clarify the Demiurge. To Plotinus, the second emanation represents an
uncreated second cause (see Pythagoras' Dyad). Plotinus sought to reconcile Aristotle's energeia with Plato's
Demiurge,[5] which, as Demiurge and mind (nous), is a critical component in the ontological construct of human
consciousness used to explain and clarify substance theory within Platonic realism (also called idealism). Plotinus
did this in order to reconcile Aristotelian philosophy with Platonian philosophy.[6] Plotnius identified the demiurge
or nous within the pantheon of the Greek Gods as Zeus (Dyeus).[7]

Henology

The first and highest aspect of God is described by Plato as the One, the source, or the Monad. This is the Good 
above the Demiurge, and manifests through the work of the Demiurge. The Monad emanated the demiurge or Nous 
(consciousness) from its "indeterminate" vitality due to the monad being so abundant that it overflowed back onto 
itself, causing self reflection.[8] This self reflection of the indeterminate vitality was referred to by Plotinus as the 
Demiurge, or creator. The second principle is organization in its reflection of the nonsentient force or dynamis, also 
called the one or the Monad. The dyad is energeia emanated by the one that is then the work, process or activity 
called nous, Demiurge, mind, consciousness that organizes the indeterminate vitality into the experience called the 
material world, universe, cosmos. Plotinus also elucidates the equation of matter with nothing or non-being in his 
Enneads[9] which more correctly is to express the concept of idealism or that there is not anything or anywhere
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outside of the "mind" or nous (c.f. pantheism).
Plotinus' form of Platonic idealism is to treat the Demiurge, nous as the contemplative faculty (ergon) within man
which orders the force (dynamis) into conscious reality.[10] In this he claimed to reveal Plato's true meaning, a
doctrine he learned from Platonic tradition that did not appear outside the academy or in Plato's text. This tradition of
creator God as nous (the manifestation of consciousness), can be validated in the works of pre-Plotinus philosophers
such as Numenius, as well as a connection between Hebrew and Platonic cosmology (see also Philo).[11]

The Demiurge of Neoplatonism is the Nous (mind of God), and is one of the three ordering principles:
á Arche (Gr. "beginning") - the source of all things,
á Logos (Gr. "word") - the underlying order that is hidden beneath appearances,
á Harmonia (Gr. "harmony") - numerical ratios in mathematics.
Before Numenius of Apamea and Plotinus' Enneads, no Platonic works ontologically clarified the Demiurge from
the allegory in Plato's Timaeus. The idea of Demiurge was, however, addressed before Plotinus in the works of
Christian writer Justin Martyr who built his understanding of the Demiurge on the works of Numenius.

Iamblichus
Later, the Neoplatonist Iamblichus changed the role of the "One", effectively altering the role of the Demiurge as
second cause or dyad, which was one of the reasons that Iamblichus and his teacher Porphyry came into conflict.
The figure of the Demiurge emerges in the theoretic of Iamblichus, which conjoins the transcendent,
incommunicable ÑOne,Ö or Source. Here, at the summit of this system, the Source and Demiurge (material realm)
coexist via the process of henosis.[12] Iamblichus describes the One as a monad whose first principle or emanation is
intellect (nous), while among "the many" that follow it there's a second, super-existent "One" that is the producer of
intellect or soul (psyche).
The "One" is further separated into spheres of intelligence; the first and superior sphere is objects of thought, while
the latter sphere is the domain of thought. Thus, a triad is formed of the intelligible nous, the intellective nous, and
the psyche in order to reconcile further the various Hellenistic philosophical schools of Aristotle's actus and potentia
of the unmoved mover and Plato's Demiurge.
Then within this intellectual triad Iamblichus assigns the third rank to the Demiurge, identifying it with the perfect or
Divine nous with the intellectual triad being promoted to a hebdomad.
In the theoretic of Plotinus, nous produces nature through intellectual mediation, thus the intellectualizing gods are
followed with a triad of psychic gods.

Gnosticism
Gnosticism presents a distinction between the highest, unknowable God and the demiurgic ÑcreatorÖ of the material.
Several systems of Gnostic thought present the Demiurge as antagonistic to the will of the Supreme Being: his act of
creation occurs in unconscious semblance of the divine model, and thus is fundamentally flawed, or else is formed
with the malevolent intention of entrapping aspects of the divine in materiality. Thus, in such systems, the Demiurge
acts as a solution to the problem of evil.

Mythos
One Gnostic mythos describes the declination of aspects of the divine into human form. Sophia (Greek: ûäüÑê, lit.
ÑwisdomÖ), the DemiurgeÇs mother and a partial aspect of the divine Pleroma or ÑFullness,Ö desired to create
something apart from the divine totality, and without the receipt of divine assent. In this abortive act of separate
creation, she gave birth to the monstrous Demiurge and, being ashamed of her deed, wrapped him in a cloud and
created a throne for him within it. The Demiurge, isolated, did not behold his mother, nor anyone else, and thus
concluded that only he himself existed, being ignorant of the superior levels of reality that were his birth-place.
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The Demiurge, having stolen a portion of power from his mother, sets about a work of creation in unconscious
imitation of the superior Pleromatic realm: He frames the seven heavens, as well as all material and animal things,
according to forms furnished by his mother; working however blindly, and ignorant even of the existence of the
mother who is the source of all his energy. He is blind to all that is spiritual, but he is king over the other two
provinces. The word dímiourgos properly describes his relation to the material; he is the father of that which is
animal like himself.[13]

Thus SophiaÇs power becomes enclosed within the material forms of humanity, themselves entrapped within the
material universe: the goal of Gnostic movements was typically the awakening of this spark, which permitted a
return by the subject to the superior, non-material realities which were its primal source.

Angels

A lion-faced deity found on a Gnostic
gem in Bernard de MontfauconÇs

LÅantiquitü expliquüe et reprüsentüe en
figures may be a depiction of the

Demiurge.

Psalms£82:1 describes a plurality of gods (Öelèhim), which an older version in
the Septuagint calls the Ñassembly of the gods,Ö although it does not indicate
that these gods were co-actors in creation. Philo had inferred from the
expression, "Let us make man," of Genesis that God had used other beings as
assistants in the creation of man, and he explains in this way why man is
capable of vice as well as virtue, ascribing the origin of the latter to God, of
the former to His helpers in the work of creation.[14]

The earliest Gnostic sects ascribe the work of creation to angels, some of
them using the same passage in Genesis.[15] So Irenaeus tells[16] of the system
of Simon Magus,[17] of the system of Menander,[18] of the system of
Saturninus, in which the number of these angels is reckoned as seven, and[19]

of the system of Carpocrates. Again, in his report of the system of
Basilides,[20] we are told that our world was made by the angels who occupy
the lowest heaven; but special mention is made of their chief, who is said to
have been the God of the Jews, to have led that people out of the land of
Egypt, and to have given them their law. The prophecies are ascribed not to
the chief but to the other world-making angels.

The Latin translation, confirmed by Hippolytus,[21] makes Irenaeus state that according to Cerinthus (who shows
Ebionite influence), creation was made by a power quite separate from the Supreme God and ignorant of Him.
Theodoret,[22] who here copies Irenaeus, turns this into the plural number Ñpowers,Ö and so Epiphanius[23] represents
Cerinthus as agreeing with Carpocrates in the doctrine that the world was made by angels.

Yaldabaoth
In the Ophite and Sethian systems, which have many affinities with that last mentioned, the making of the world is
ascribed to a company of seven archons, whose names are given, but their chief, ÑYaldabaothÖ (also known as
"Yaltabaoth" or "Ialdabaoth") comes into still greater prominence.
In the Apocryphon of John circa 120-180 AD, the Demiurge arrogantly declares that he has made the world by
himself:

Now the archon (ruler) who is weak has three names. The first name is Yaltabaoth, the second is Saklas
(ÑfoolÖ), and the third is Samael. And he is impious in his arrogance which is in him. For he said, "I am
God and there is no other God beside me," for he is ignorant of his strength, the place from which he had
come.[24]

He is Demiurge and maker of man, but as a ray of light from above enters the body of man and gives him a soul, 
Yaldabaoth is filled with envy; he tries to limit man's knowledge by forbidding him the fruit of knowledge in
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paradise. The Demiurge, fearing lest Jesus, whom he had intended as his Messiah, should spread the knowledge of
the Supreme God, had him crucified by the Romans. At the consummation of all things all light will return to the
Pleroma. But Yaldabaoth, the Demiurge, with the material world, will be cast into the lower depths.
In Pistis Sophia Yaldabaoth has already sunk from his high estate and resides in Chaos, where, with his forty-nine
demons, he tortures wicked souls in boiling rivers of pitch, and with other punishments (pp.£257, 382). He is an
archon with the face of a lion, half flame and half darkness.
Yaldabaoth is frequently called "the Lion-faced", leontoeides, with the body of a serpent. We are told also,[25] that
the Demiurge is of a fiery nature, the words of Moses being applied to him, Ñthe Lord our God is a burning and
consuming fire,Ö a text used also by Simon.[26]

Under the name of Nebro (rebel), Yaldabaoth is called an angel in the apocryphal Gospel of Judas. He is first
mentioned in ÑThe Cosmos, Chaos, and the UnderworldÖ as one of the twelve angels to come Ñinto being [to] rule
over chaos and the [underworld]Ö. He comes from heaven, his Ñface flashed with fire and whose appearance was
defiled with bloodÖ. Nebro creates six angels in addition to the angel Saklas to be his assistants. These six in turn
create another twelve angels Ñwith each one receiving a portion in the heavens.Ö

Names
The most probable derivation of the name ÑYaldabaothÖ is that given by Johann Karl Ludwig Gieseler, ÑSon of
Chaos,Ö from Hebrew yalda bahut,ûøî÷ úEçö.
ÑSamaelÖ literally means ÑBlind GodÖ or ÑGod of the BlindÖ in Aramaic (Syriac sìmÑa-Öel). This being is considered
not only blind, or ignorant of its own origins, but may in addition be evil; its name is also found in Judaica as the
Angel of Death and in Christian demonology. This leads to a further comparison with Satan. Another alternative title
for the Demiurge, ÑSaklas,Ö is Aramaic for ÑfoolÖ (Syriac sìkla Ñthe foolish oneÖ).

Marcion
According to Marcion, the title God was given to the Demiurge, who was to be sharply distinguished from the higher
Good God. The former was d°kaios, severely just, the latter agathës, or loving-kind; the former was the "god of this
world" (Corinthians£2£4:4), the God of the Old Testament, the latter the true God of the New Testament. Christ,
though in reality the Son of the Good God, pretended to be the Messiah of the Demiurge, the better to spread the
truth concerning His heavenly Father. The true believer in Christ entered into God's kingdom, the unbeliever
remained forever the slave of the Demiurge.

Valentinus
It is in the system of Valentinus that the name Dímiourgos is used, which occurs nowhere in Irenaeus except in
connexion with the Valentinian system; and we may reasonably conclude that it was Valentinus who adopted from
Platonism the use of this word. When it is employed by other Gnostics it may be held either that it is not used in a
technical sense, or that its use has been borrowed from Valentinus. But it is only the name that can be said to be
specially Valentinian; the personage intended by it corresponds more or less closely with the Yaldabaoth of the
Ophites, the great Archon of Basilides, the Elohim of Justinus, etc.
The Valentinian theory elaborates that from Achamoth (he k¬ta soph°a or lower wisdom) three kinds of substance
take their origin, the spiritual (pneumatiko°), the animal (psychiko°) and the material (hyliko°). The Demiurge belongs
to the second kind, as he was the offspring of a union of Achamoth with matter.[27] And as Achamoth herself was
only the daughter of Soph°a the last of the thirty Aeons, the Demiurge was distant by many emanations from the
Propat¨r, or Supreme God.
The Demiurge in creating this world out of Chaos was unconsciously influenced for good by Jesus Soter; and the 
universe, to the surprise even of its Maker, became almost perfect. The Demiurge regretted even its slight
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imperfection, and as he thought himself the Supreme God, he attempted to remedy this by sending a Messiah. To this
Messiah, however, was actually united Jesus the Saviour, Who redeemed men. These are either hyliko°, or
pneumatiko°.
The first, or material men, will return to the grossness of matter and finally be consumed by fire; the second, or
animal men, together with the Demiurge as their master, will enter a middle state, neither Pleroma nor hyle; the
purely spiritual men will be completely freed from the influence of the Demiurge and together with the Saviour and
Achamoth, his spouse, will enter the Pleroma divested of body (hyle) and soul (psychü).[28] In this most common
form of Gnosticism the Demiurge had an inferior though not intrinsically evil function in the universe as the head of
the animal, or psychic world.

The devil
Opinions on the devil, and his relationship to the Demiurge, varied. The Ophites held that he and his demons
constantly oppose and thwart the human race, as it was on their account the devil was cast down into this world.[29]

According to one variant of the Valentinian system, the Demiurge is besides the maker, out of the appropriate
substance, of an order of spiritual beings, the devil, the prince of this world, and his angels. But the devil, as being a
spirit of wickedness, is able to recognise the higher spiritual world, of which his maker the Demiurge, who is only
animal, has no knowledge. The devil resides in this lower world, of which he is the prince, the Demiurge in the
heavens; his mother Sophia in the middle region, above the heavens and below the Pleroma.[30]

The Valentinian Heracleon[31] interpreted the devil as the principle of evil, that of hyle (matter). As he writes in his
commentary on John££4:21,

The mountain represents the Devil, or his world, since the Devil was one part of the whole of matter, but
the world is the total mountain of evil, a deserted dwelling place of beasts, to which all who lived before
the law and all Gentiles render worship. But Jerusalem represents the creation or the Creator whom the
Jews worship. . . . You then who are spiritual should worship neither the creation nor the Craftsman, but
the Father of Truth.

This vilification of the Creator was held to be inimical to Christianity by the early fathers of the church. In refuting
the views of the Gnostics, Irenaeus observed that "Plato is proved to be more religious than these men, for he
allowed that the same God was both just and good, having power over all things, and Himself executing
judgment."[32]

Neoplatonism and Gnosticism
Gnosticism attributed falsehood, fallen or evil, to the concept of Demiurge or Creator (see Zeus and Prometheus),
though sometimes the creator is from a fallen, ignorant or lesser rather than evil perspective (in some Gnosticism
traditions) such as that of Valentinius. The Neoplatonic philosopher Plotinus addressed within his works what he saw
as un-Hellenic and blasphemous to the demiurge or creator of Plato.
Gnosticism's conception of the Demiurge was criticised by the Neoplatonist philosopher Plotinus. Plotinus is noted
as the founder of Neoplatonism (along with his teacher Ammonius Saccas),[33] His criticism is contained in the ninth
tractate of the second of the Enneads. Therein, Plotinus criticizes his opponents for their appropriation of ideas from
Plato:

From Plato come their punishments, their rivers of the underworld and the changing from body to body;
as for the plurality they assert in the Intellectual RealmÄthe Authentic Existent, the
Intellectual-Principle, the Second Creator and the SoulÄall this is taken over from the Timaeus.
(Ennead 2.9.vi; emphasis added from A. H. Armstrong's introduction to Ennead 2.9)

Of note here is the remark concerning the second hypostasis or Creator and third hypostasis or World Soul within 
Plotinus. Plotinus criticizes his opponents for Ñall the novelties through which they seek to establish a philosophy of
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their ownÖ[34] which, he declares, Ñhave been picked up outside of the truthÖ;[35] they attempt to conceal rather than
admit their indebtedness to ancient philosophy, which they have corrupted by their extraneous and misguided
embellishments. Thus their understanding of the Demiurge is similarly flawed in comparison to PlatoÇs original
intentions.
Whereas Plato's demiurge is good wishing good on his creation, gnosticism contends that the demiurge is not only
the originator of evil but is evil as well. Hence the title of Plotinus' refutation "Enneads" The Second Ennead, Ninth
Tractate - Against Those That Affirm the Creator of the Kosmos and the Kosmos Itself to be Evil: [Generally Quoted
as "Against the Gnostics"]. Plotinus marks his arguments with the disconnect or great barrier that is created between
the nous or mind's noumenon (see Heraclitus) and the material world (phenomenon) by believing the material world
is evil.
The majority view tends[36] to understand PlotinusÇ opponents as being a Gnostic sectÄcertainly, (specifically
Sethian) several such groups were present in Alexandria and elsewhere about the Mediterranean during PlotinusÇ
lifetime, and several of his criticisms bear specific similarity to Gnostic doctrine (Plotinus pointing to the gnostic
doctrine of Sophia and her emission of the Demiurge is most notable among these similarities).
However, Christos Evangeliou has contended[37] that PlotinusÇ opponents might be better described as simply
ÑChristian GnosticsÖ, arguing that several of PlotinusÇ criticisms are as applicable to orthodox Christian doctrine as
well. Also, considering the evidence from the time, Evangeliou felt the definition of the term ÑGnosticsÖ was unclear.
Thus, though the former understanding certainly enjoys the greatest popularity, the identification of PlotinusÇ
opponents as Gnostic is not without some contention. Of note here is that while Plotinus' student Porphyry names
Christianity specifically in Porphyry's own works, and Plotinus is to have been a known associate of the Christian
Origen, none of Plotinus' works mention Christ or Christianity. Whereas Plotinus specifically addresses his target in
the Enneads as the gnostics.
A. H. Armstrong identified the ÑGnosticsÖ that Plotinus was attacking as Jewish and Pagan in his introduction to the
tract in his translation of the Enneads. Armstrong alluding to Gnosticism being a Hellenic philosophical heresy of
sorts, which later engaged Christianity and Neoplatonism.[38] [39]

John D. Turner, professor of religious studies at the University of Nebraska and famed translator and editor of the
Nag Hammadi library, stated[40] that the text Plotinus and his students read was Sethian gnosticism which predates
Christianity. It appears that Plotinus attempted to clarify how the philosophers of the academy had not arrived at the
same conclusions (such as Dystheism or misotheism for the creator God as an answer to the problem of evil) as the
targets of his criticism.
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that his ideas in turn influenced other Gnostics. The probably Sethian Gnostic library discovered at Nag Hammadi included Valentinian
treatise: ep. Puech, Le pp. 162-163 and 179-180.
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Emanationism
Emanationism is an idea in the cosmology or cosmogony of certain religious or philosophical systems. Emanation,
from the Latin emanare meaning "to flow from" or "to pour forth or out of", is the mode by which all things are
derived from the First Reality, or Principle. All things are derived from the first reality or perfect God by steps of
degradation to lesser degrees of the first reality or God, and at every step the emanating beings are less pure, less
perfect, less divine. Emanationism is a transcendent principle from which everything is derived, and is opposed to
both Creationism (wherein the universe is created by a sentient God who is separate from creation) and materialism
(which posits no underlying subjective and/or ontological nature behind phenomena, being immanent).

Key principles
That complex things are created in nature is not in question by creationists (Abrahamic religions, etc.),
emanationists, pagan mystics, nihilists and atheists; rather, the two principles that are in question are the locus for
creation and whether a sentient, self-aware Absolute (ÜGodÇ) is a necessity for creation. Emanationists such as
Pythagoras, Plotinus, and others argued that complex patterns in nature were a natural consequence of procession
from the One (Hen, Absolute).
According to emanationism, the Absolute, its nature and its activity must be inseparably one thing only, namely will,
such that the nature and activity of the Absolute is both one and the same (again, will) and by its very nature is also
its activity "to will" and wills things to be or occur, thereby maintaining the center of the logical system of
emanationism. In addition, agnosis, or the lack of subjective gnosis, is a primordial privation which must be
corrected before a metaphysical "Oneing" (Plotinus) can occur. Through this process, the transcendent yet immanent
will of individuals is made self-reflexive by recollecting back further and further. Eventually it will reach that nature,
the Noetic (and real) self, which is antecedent to the phenomenal, corporeal self. The ontologically transcendent yet
immanent Self is seen as being one's unactualized nature, and this nature will remain unactualized until
contemplation is brought to fruition, thereby bringing into actuality what had been merely potential.

Origins
The primary classical exponent of emanationism was Plotinus, wherein his work, the Enneads, all things phenomenal
and otherwise were an emanation from the One (Hen). In Ennead 5.1.6, emanationism is compared to a diffusion
from the One, of which there are three primary hypostases, the One (hen), the Intellect/will (nous), and the Soul
(psyche tou pantos). For Plotinus, emanation, or the "soul's descent", is a result of the Indefinite Dyad, the primordial
agnosis inherent to and within the Absolute, the Godhead.
Plotinus argued that there is no knowledge or sentience in the Absolute, and that all things noetic and corporeal were
as well a logos or proportional phenomena of the emanation of and by the One. In Plotinian Emanationism, there are
lesser and lesser potencies of will as procession occurs beginning from the One, through the noetic, or the soul,
finally ending in base matter, which is generally seen as utter privation.
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Similar belief systems
Emanationist views are found in:
á Catharism
á Dreamtime
á Druze
á Gnosticism
á Hesychasm
á Kabbalah
á Mandaeism
á Manichaeism
á Neoplatonism
á Orthodox Christianity
á Rosicrucianism (Esoteric Christian)
á Sufism
á Surat Shabda Yoga
Emanations are sometimes featured in fiction as well, especially in fantasy fiction. Some examples include:
á J. R. R. Tolkien's Ainur of the world of Middle-earth.
á Clive Barker's Imajica
á Phillip Pullman's His Dark Materials
á The Elder Scrolls series by Bethesda Softworks, in which Order and Chaos and the unity thereof are used to

create a type dual Emanationism.

References
á Plotinus Enneads[1]

External links
á Neoplatonism and Emanationism [2] Many articles on Emanationism
á Emanation and Ascent in Hermetic Kabbalah [3] 1.4 Mbyte PDF - Colin Low 2004. Presentation and notes on

emanation and the roots of Hermetic Kabbalah
á Emanationism [4]
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[4] http:/ / www. kheper. net/ topics/ worldviews/ emanationism. htm
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Monad (Gnosticism)
In many Gnostic systems (and heresiologies), the Supreme Being is known as the Monad, the One, The Absolute
Aiên teleos (The Perfect òon, ê«Å ãéçåäÖ), Bythos (Depth or Profundity, ôöõ¿Ö), Proarchè (Before the
Beginning, âúäêúùì), and Hè Archè (The Beginning, ? Éúùì) and The ineffable parent. The One is the high
source of the pleroma, the region of light. The various emanations of The One are called óons.
Within certain variations of Gnosticism, especially those inspired by Monoimus, the Monad was the highest god
which created lesser gods, or elements (similar to óons). Some versions of ancient Gnosticism, especially those
deriving from Valentinius, a lesser deity known as the Demiurge had a role in the creation of the material world in
addition to the role of the Monad. In these forms of gnosticism, the God of the Old Testament is often considered to
have been the Demiurge, not the Monad, or sometimes different passages are interpreted as referring to each.
This Monad is the spiritual source of everything which emanates the pleroma, and could be contrasted to the
darkness of pure matter.

Historical background
According to Hippolytus, this view was inspired by the Pythagoreans, for whom the first thing that came into
existence was referred to as the Monad, which begat the dyad, which begat the numbers, which begat the point,
begetting lines, etc.[1] Pythagorean and Platonic philosophers like Plotinus and Porphyry condemned Gnosticism (see
Neoplatonism and Gnosticism) for their treatment of the monad or one.
For a long time, legend persisted that a young man by the name of Epiphanes was the leader of the Monadic
Gnosticism who died age 17. However, scholars think the legend may have come from misunderstanding of the
Greek word epiphanís which may have been mistaken as a personal name if in text, when in fact the Greek means
distinguished, as in a distinguished teacher.[2]

References
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[2] Mead, G.R.S. 1900. "Epiphanes, Fragments of a Faith Forgotten, pp. 232-235 (http:/ / www. gnosis. org/ library/ grs-mead/

fragments_faith_forgotten/ fff34. htm), available online by The Gnostic Society Library.
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Neoplatonism
Neoplatonism (also called Neo-Platonism) is the modern term for a school of religious and mystical philosophy that
took shape in the 3rd century AD, based on the teachings of Plato and earlier Platonists, with its earliest contributor
believed to be Plotinus, and his teacher Ammonius Saccas. Neoplatonists would have considered themselves simply
Platonists, and the modern distinction is due to the perception that their philosophy contained sufficiently unique
interpretations of Plato to make it substantially different from what Plato wrote and believed. [1] Neoplatonism
attempted to reconcile the nascent Christian doctrine with the classical philosophies of Greek and Roman society.
The Neoplatonism of Plotinus and Porphyry has been referred to as in fact being orthodox Platonic philosophy by
scholars like John D. Turner. This distinction provides a contrast with later movements of Neoplatonism, such as
those of Iamblichus and Proclus, which embraced magical practices or theurgy as part of the soul's development in
the process of the soul's return to the Source. This could also be due to one possible motive of Plotinus, being to
clarify some of the traditions in the teachings of Plato that had been misrepresented before Iamblichus (see
Neoplatonism and Gnosticism).
Neoplatonism took definitive shape with the philosopher Plotinus, who claimed to have received his teachings from
Ammonius Saccas, a philosopher in Alexandria.[2] Plotinus was also influenced by Alexander of Aphrodisias and
Numenius of Apamea. Plotinus's student Porphyry assembled his teachings into the six sets of nine tractates, or
Enneads. Subsequent Neoplatonic philosophers included Iamblichus, Hypatia of Alexandria, Hierocles of
Alexandria, Proclus (by far the most influential of later Neoplatonists), Damascius (last head of Neoplatonist School
at Athens), Olympiodorus the Younger, and Simplicius of Cilicia.
Thinkers from the Neoplatonic school cross-pollinated with the thinkers of other intellectual schools. For instance,
certain strands of Neoplatonism influenced Christian thinkers (such as Augustine, Boethius, John Scotus Eriugena,
and Bonaventure)[3] , while Christian thought influenced (and sometimes converted) Neoplatonic philosophers (such
as Dionysius the Areopagite).[4] [5] In the Middle Ages Neoplatonistic arguments were taken seriously in the thought
of medieval Islamic and Jewish thinkers such as al-Farabi and Moses Maimonides,[6] and experienced a revival in
the Renaissance with the acquisition and translation of Greek and Arabic Neoplatonic texts.

Origins
The most important forerunners of Neoplatonism are the Middle Platonists, such as Plutarch, and the
Neopythagoreans, especially Numenius of Apamea. We also see a forerunner of Neoplatonism in Philo who
translated Judaism into the terms of Stoic, Platonic and Neopythagorean elements, and held that God is "supra
rational," who can be reached only through "ecstasy", and that the oracles of God supply the material of moral and
religious knowledge. The earliest Christian philosophers, such as Justin and Athenagoras, who attempted to connect
Christianity with Platonism, and the Christian Gnostics of Alexandria, especially Valentinus and the followers of
Basilides, also mirrored elements of Neoplatonism, albeit without its rigorous self-consistency. There is, however, no
evidence in Plotinus for any actual influence of Jewish and Christian philosophy, and undoubtedly, Alexandria,
where Neoplatonism originated, was bathed in eastern methods of worship accessible to everyone. It is only the later
Neoplatonism, from Iamblichus onwards, that offers striking and deep-rooted parallels to Philo and the Gnostics.

Platonism and Neoplatonism
The philosophers called Neoplatonists did not found a school as much as attempt to preserve the teachings of Plato. 
They regarded themselves as Platonists. The concept of the One was not as clearly defined in Plato's Timaeus (the 
good above the demiurge) as it later was by Plotinus' Enneads: however the passage in Plato's Republic (509c) in 
which the Sun is said to symbolise The Good (or The One) can be seen as ample justification for the late Platonists 
view of The OneÄfor here Plato calls The Good, "beyond essence," especially when this is placed alongside the
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range of attributes denied of The One in the Parmenides. The afterlife Socrates defines in Phaedo is also different
from the afterlife of the person or soul in the Enneads. The soul returns to the Monad or One in Plotinus' works. This
is the highest goal of existence, reflected in the process of henosis. In both the Enneads and Phaedo there are
different afterlives : one could be re-incarnated, one could receive punishment, or one could go to Hades to be with
the heroes of old. This last one for Socrates was the highest ideal afterlife. This is in contrast to Neoplatonism's ideal
afterlife of returning to the One or Monad. However, what is said in the Phaedrus (248c-249d) reconciles these two
apparently conflicting views: for Socrates in this dialogue shows that a movement from life to life (including periods
in Hades) is part of a much greater cycle that culminates in perfection and a divine life.

Teachings
Neoplatonism is generally a religious philosophy. Neoplatonism is a form of idealistic monism (also called theistic
monism) and combines elements of Polytheism (see Monistic-polytheism).
Although the founder of Neoplatonism is supposed to have been Ammonius Saccas, the Enneads of his pupil
Plotinus are the primary and classical document of Neoplatonism. As a form of mysticism, it contains theoretical and
practical parts, the first dealing with the high origin of the human soul showing how it has departed from its first
estate, and the second showing the way by which the soul may again return to the Eternal and Supreme. The system
can be divided between the invisible world and the phenomenal world, the former containing the transcendent One
from which emanates an eternal, perfect, essence (nous), which, in turn, produces the world-soul.

The One
The primeval Source of Being is the One and the Infinite, as opposed to the many and the finite. It is the source of all
life, and therefore absolute causality and the only real existence. However, the important feature of it is that it is
beyond all Being, although the source of it. Therefore, it cannot be known through reasoning or understanding, since
only what is part of Being can be thus known according to Plato. Being beyond existence, it is the most real reality,
source of less real things. It is, moreover, the Good, insofar as all finite things have their purpose in it, and ought to
flow back to it. But one cannot attach moral attributes to the original Source of Being itself, because these would
imply limitation. It has no attributes of any kind; it is being without magnitude, without life, without thought; in
strict propriety, indeed, we ought not to speak of it as existing; it is "above existence," "above goodness." It is also
active force without a substratum; as active force the primeval Source of Being is perpetually producing something
else, without alteration, or motion, or diminution of itself. This production is not a physical process, but an emission
of force; and, since the product has real existence only in virtue of the original existence working in it, Neoplatonism
may be described as a species of dynamic panentheism. Directly or indirectly, everything is brought forth by the
"One." In it all things, so far as they have being, are divine, and God is all in all. Derived existence, however, is not
like the original Source of Being itself, but is subject to a law of diminishing completeness. It is indeed an image and
reflection of the first Source of Being; but the further the line of successive projections is prolonged the smaller is its
share in the true existence. The totality of being may thus be conceived as a series of concentric circles, fading away
towards the verge of non-existence, the force of the original Being in the outermost circle being a vanishing quantity.
Each lower stage of being is united with the "One" by all the higher stages, and receives its share of reality only by
transmission through them. All derived existence, however, has a drift towards, a longing for, the higher, and bends
towards it so far as its nature will permit. Plotinus' treatment of the substance or essence (ousia) of the one was to
reconcile Plato and Aristotle. Where Aristotle treated the monad as a single entity made up of one substance (here as
energeia). Plotinus reconciled Aristotle with Plato's "the good" by expressing the substance or essence of the one as
potential or force.[7]
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Demiurge or Nous
The original Being initially emanates, or throws out, the nous, which is a perfect image of the One and the archetype
of all existing things. It is simultaneously both being and thought, idea and ideal world. As image, the nous
corresponds perfectly to the One, but as derivative, it is entirely different. What Plotinus understands by the nous is
the highest sphere accessible to the human mind, while also being pure intellect itself. As nous is the most critical
component of idealism, Neoplatonism being a pure form of idealism.[8] [9] The demiurge (the nous) is the energy, or
ergon (does the work), that manifests or organizes the material world into perceivability.

The world-soul
The image and product of the motionless nous is the world-soul, which, according to Plotinus, is immaterial like the
nous. Its relation to the nous is the same as that of the nous to the One. It stands between the nous and the
phenomenal world, is permeated and illuminated by the former, but is also in contact with the latter. The nous is
indivisible; the world-soul may preserve its unity and remain in the nous, but at the same time it has the power of
uniting with the corporeal world and thus being disintegrated. It therefore occupies an intermediate position. As a
single world-soul it belongs in essence and destination to the intelligible world; but it also embraces innumerable
individual souls; and these can either submit to be ruled by the nous, or turn aside from the intellect and choose the
sensual and lose themselves in the finite.

The phenomenal world
The soul, as a moving essence, generates the corporeal or phenomenal world. This world ought to be so pervaded by
the soul that its various parts should remain in perfect harmony. Plotinus is no dualist in the same sense as sects like
the Gnostics; in contrast he admires the beauty and splendor of the world. So long as idea governs matter, or the soul
governs the body, the world is fair and good. It is an image - though a shadowy image - of the upper world, and the
degrees of better and worse in it are essential to the harmony of the whole. But in the actual phenomenal world unity
and harmony are replaced by strife or discord; the result is a conflict, a becoming and vanishing, an illusive
existence. And the reason for this state of things is that bodies rest on a substratum of matter. Matter is the
indeterminate: that with no qualities. If destitute of form and idea, it is evil; as capable of form it is neutral. Evil here
is understood as a parasitic, having no-existence of its own (parahypostasis), unavoidable outcome of the Universe,
having an "other" necessity, as a harmonizing factor.[10]

The human souls that have descended into corporeality are those that have allowed themselves to be ensnared by
sensuality and overpowered by lust. They now seek to cut themselves loose from their true being; and, striving after
independence, they assume a false existence. They must turn back from this; and, since they have not lost their
freedom, a conversion is still possible.

Practice
Here, then, we enter upon the practical philosophy. Along the same road by which it descended the soul must retrace 
its steps back to the supreme Good. It must first of all return to itself. This is accomplished by the practice of virtue, 
which aims at likeness to God, and leads up to God. In the ethics of Plotinus all the older schemes of virtue are taken 
over and arranged in a graduated series. The lowest stage is that of the civil virtues, then follow the purifying, and 
last of all the divine virtues. The civil virtues merely adorn the life, without elevating the soul. That is the office of 
the purifying virtues, by which the soul is freed from sensuality and led back to itself, and thence to the nous. By 
means of ascetic observances the human becomes once more a spiritual and enduring being, free from all sin. But 
there is still a higher attainment; it is not enough to be sinless, one must become "God", (henosis). This is reached 
through contemplation of the primeval Being, the One - in other words, through an ecstatic approach to it. Thought 
cannot attain to this, for thought reaches only to the nous, and is itself a kind of motion. It is only in a state of perfect 
passivity and repose that the soul can recognize and touch the primeval Being. Hence the soul must first pass through
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a spiritual curriculum. Beginning with the contemplation of corporeal things in their multiplicity and harmony, it
then retires upon itself and withdraws into the depths of its own being, rising thence to the nous, the world of ideas.
But even there it does not find the Highest, the One; it still hears a voice saying, "not we have made ourselves." The
last stage is reached when, in the highest tension and concentration, beholding in silence and utter forgetfulness of all
things, it is able as it were to lose itself. Then it may see God, the foundation of life, the source of being, the origin of
all good, the root of the soul. In that moment it enjoys the highest indescribable bliss; it is as it were swallowed up of
divinity, bathed in the light of eternity. Porphyry tells us that on four occasions during the six years of their
intercourse Plotinus attained to this ecstatic union with God.

Celestial hierarchy
The religious philosophy of Plotinus for himself personally sufficed, without the aid of the popular religion or
worship. Nevertheless he sought for points of support in these. God is certainly in the truest sense nothing but the
primeval Being who is revealed in a variety of emanations and manifestations. Plotinus taught the existence of an
ineffable and transcendent One, the All, from which emanated the rest of the universe as a sequence of lesser beings.
Later Neoplatonic philosophers, especially Iamblichus, added hundreds of intermediate beings such as gods, angels
and demons, and other beings as mediators between the One and humanity. The Neoplatonist gods are omni-perfect
beings and do not display the usual amoral behaviour associated with their representations in the myths.
The One

God, The Good. Transcendent and ineffable.
The Hypercosmic Gods

Those that make Essence, Life, and Soul
The Demiurge

The creator
The Cosmic Gods

Those who make Being, Nature, and MatterÄincluding the gods known to us from classical religion

Salvation
Neoplatonists believed human perfection and happiness were attainable in this world, without awaiting an afterlife.
Perfection and happinessÄ seen as synonymousÄ could be achieved through philosophical contemplation.
They did not believe in an independent existence of evil. They compared it to darkness, which does not exist in itself
but only as the absence of light. So too, evil is simply the absence of good. Things are good insofar as they exist;
they are evil only insofar as they are imperfect, lacking some good that they should have. It is also a cornerstone of
Neoplatonism to teach that all people return to the Source. The Source, Absolute, or One is what all things spring
from and, as a superconsciousness (nous), is where all things return. It can be said that all consciousness is wiped
clean and returned to a blank slate when returning to the Source. All things have force or potential (dynamis) as their
essence. This dynamis begets energy (energeia).[11] [12] [13] When people return to the Source, their energy returns to
the One, Monad, or Source and is then recycled into the cosmos, where it can be broken up and then amalgamated
into other things.
The Neoplatonists believed in the pre-existence, and immortality of the soul.[14] [15] The human soul consists of a 
lower irrational soul and a higher rational soul (mind), both of which can be regarded as different powers of the one 
soul. It was widely held that the soul possesses a "vehicle",[16] accounting for the human soul's immortality and 
allowing for its return to the One after death.[17] After bodily death, the soul takes up a level in the afterlife 
corresponding with the level at which it lived during its earthly life.[18] [19] The Neoplatonists believed in the 
principle of reincarnation. Although the most pure and holy souls would dwell in the highest regions, the impure soul 
would undergo a purification,[15] before descending again,[20] to be reincarnated into a new body, perhaps into
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animal form.[21] A soul that has returned to the One, achieves union with the cosmic universal soul,[22] and does not
descend again, at least, not in this world period.[20]

Logos
The term "Logos" was interpreted variously in neoplatonism. Plotinus refers to Thales[23] in interpreting Logos as
the principle of meditation, the interrelationship between the Hypostases[24] (Soul, Spirit (nous) and the 'One'). St.
John introduces a relation between 'Logos' and the Son, Christ,[25] while St. Paul calls it 'Son', 'Image' and 'Form'.[25]

Victorinus subsequently differentiated the Logos interior to God and the Logos related to the world by creation and
salvation.[25]

Augustine re-interpreted Aristotle and Plato in the light of early Christian thought.[26] In his Confessions he describes
the Logos as the divine eternal Word.[27] Augustine's Logos "took on flesh" in Christ, in whom the logos was present
as in no other man.[28] He influenced Christian thought throughout the Hellenistic world[29] and strongly influenced
Early Medieval Christian Philosophy.[29] Perhaps the key subject in this was Logos.
After Plotinus' (around 205Å270 A.D.) and his student Porphyry (around 232Å309 A.D.) Aristotle's (non-biological)
works entered the curriculum of Platonic thought. Porphyry's introduction (Isagoge) to Aristotle's Categoria was
important as an introduction to logic and the study of Aristotle, remarkably enough, became an introduction to the
study of Plato in the late Platonism of Athens and Alexandria. The commentaries of this group seek to harmonise
Plato, Aristotle and, often, the Stoa.[30] Some works of neoplatonism were attributed to Plato or Aristotle. De Mundo,
for instance, is thought not to be the work of a 'pseudo-Aristotle' though this remains debatable.[31]

Neoplatonist philosophers

Ammonius Saccas
Ammonius Saccas (birth unknown death ca. 265 CE, Greek: ¹èè«ÅÑäÖ ûê®®;Ö) is a founder of Neoplatonism and
the teacher of Plotinus. Little is known of the teacher other than both Christians (see Eusebius, Jerome, and Origen)
and pagans (see Porphyry and Plotinus) claim him a teacher and founder of the Neoplatonic system. Porphyry stated
in On the One School of Plato and Aristotle, that Ammonius' view was that the philosophies of Plato and Aristotle
were in harmony. Eusebius and Jerome claimed him as a Christian until his death, whereas Porphyry claimed he had
renounced Christianity and embraced pagan philosophy.

Plotinus
Plotinus (Greek: AçîãÄÅäÖ) (ca. 205Å270) was a major Graeco-Egyptian[32] philosopher of the ancient world who is
widely considered the father of Neoplatonism. Much of our biographical information about him comes from
Porphyry's preface to his edition of Plotinus' Enneads. While he was himself influenced by the teachings of classical
Greek, Persian and Indian philosophy and Egyptian theology,[33] his metaphysical writings later inspired numerous
Christian, Jewish, Islamic and Gnostic metaphysicians and mystics over the centuries. Plotinus taught that there is a
supreme, totally transcendent "One", containing no division, multiplicity or distinction; likewise it is beyond all
categories of being and non-being. The concept of "being" is derived by us from the objects of human experience,
and is an attribute of such objects, but the infinite, transcendent One is beyond all such objects, and therefore is
beyond the concepts that we derive from them. The One "cannot be any existing thing", and cannot be merely the
sum of all such things (compare the Stoic doctrine of disbelief in non-material existence), but "is prior to all
existents".
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Porphyry
Porphyry (Greek: Aäúü¾úÑäÖ, c. A.D. 233Å c. 309) was a Syrian[32] Neoplatonist philosopher. He wrote widely on
astrology, religion, philosophy, and musical theory. He produced a biography of his teacher, Plotinus. He is
important in the history of mathematics because of his Life of Pythagoras, and his commentary on Euclid's Elements,
which Pappus used when he wrote his own commentary.[1] Porphyry is also known as an opponent of Christianity
and defender of Paganism; of his Adversus Christianos (Against the Christians) in 15 books, only fragments remain.
He famously said, "The gods have proclaimed Christ to have been most pious, but the Christians are a confused and
vicious sect."

Iamblichus
Iamblichus, also known as Iamblichus Chalcidensis, (ca. 245 - ca. 325, Greek: Ô¶èÊçÑùäÖ) was a Syrian[32]

neoplatonist philosopher who determined the direction taken by later Neoplatonic philosophy, and perhaps western
philosophical religions themselves. He is perhaps best known for his compendium on Pythagorean philosophy. In
Iamblichus' system the realm of divinities stretched from the original One down to material nature itself, where soul
in fact descended into matter and became "embodied" as human beings. The world is thus peopled by a crowd of
superhuman beings influencing natural events and possessing and communicating knowledge of the future, and who
are all accessible to prayers and offerings. Iamblichus had salvation as his final goal (see henosis). The embodied
soul was to return to divinity by performing certain rites, or theurgy, literally, 'divine-working'. Some translate this as
"magic", but the modern connotations of the term do not exactly match what Iamblichus had in mind, which is more
along the lines of religious ritual.

Proclus
Proclus Lycaeus (February 8, 412 Å April 17, 485), surnamed "The Successor" or "diadochos" (Greek Aú¿®çäÖ ¼
ÒÑ¶±äùäÖ Préklos ho Di¥dokhos), was a Greek Neoplatonist philosopher, one of the last major Greek philosophers
(see Damascius). He set forth one of the most elaborate, complex, and fully developed Neoplatonic systems. The
particular characteristic of Proclus' system is his insertion of a level of individual ones, called henads between the
One itself and the divine Intellect, which is the second principle. The henads are beyond being, like the One itself,
but they stand at the head of chains of causation (seirai or taxeis) and in some manner give to these chains their
particular character. They are also identified with the traditional Greek gods, so one henad might be Apollo and be
the cause of all things apollonian, while another might be Helios and be the cause of all sunny things. The henads
serve both to protect the One itself from any hint of multiplicity, and to draw up the rest of the universe towards the
One, by being a connecting, intermediate stage between absolute unity and determinate multiplicity.

Emperor Julian
Julian (born c.331Ådied June 26, 363), was a Roman Emperor (361Å363) of the Constantinian dynasty. He was the
last pagan Roman Emperor, and tried to reform traditional Pagan worship by unifying Hellenism worship in the
Roman empire in the form of Neoplatonism developed by Iamblichus. Julian sought to do this after the legalization
of Christianity and its widespread success within the Eastern Roman Empire and to a lesser extent, the Western
Roman Empire.
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Simplicius
Simplicius of Cilicia (c. 530CE), a pupil of Damascius, is not known as an original thinker, but his remarks are
thoughtful and intelligent and his learning is prodigious. To the student of Greek philosophy his commentaries are
invaluable, as they contain many fragments of the older philosophers as well as of his immediate predecessors.

Gemistus Pletho
Gemistus Pletho (born c. 1355Ådied 1452, Greek: AçìõîÅ ÙåèÑÉã¿Ö) remained the preeminent scholar of
Neoplatonic philosophy in the Eastern Roman Empire. He introduced his understanding and insight into the works of
Neoplatonism during the failed attempt to reconcile the East-West schism at the council of Florence. At Florence
Pletho met Cosimo de' Medici and influenced the latter's decision to found a new Platonic Academy there. Cosimo
subsequently appointed as head Marsilio Ficino, who proceeded to translate all Plato's works, the Enneads of
Plotinus, and various other Neoplatonist works into Latin.

Early Christian and Medieval Neoplatonism
Central tenets of Neoplatonism, such as the absence of good being the source of evil, and that this absence of good
comes from human sin, served as a philosophical interim for the Christian theologian Augustine of Hippo on his
journey from dualistic Manichaeism to Christianity. When writing his treatise 'On True Religion' several years after
his 387 baptism, Augustine's Christianity was still tempered by Neoplatonism, but he eventually decided to abandon
Neoplatonism altogether in favor of a Christianity based on his own reading of Scripture.
Many other Christians were influenced by Neoplatonism, especially in their identifying the Neoplatonic One, or
God, with Jehovah. The most influential of these would be Origen, the pupil of Ammonius Saccas and the
fifth-century author known as Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite, (whose works were translated by John Scotus in the
9th century for the west) and proved significant for both the Eastern Orthodox and Western branches of Christianity.
Neoplatonism also had links with Gnosticism, which Plotinus rebuked in his ninth tractate of the second Enneads:
"Against Those That Affirm The Creator of The Kosmos and The Kosmos Itself to Be Evil" (generally known as
"Against The Gnostics").
Due to their belief being grounded in Platonic thought, the Neoplatonists rejected gnosticism's vilification of Plato's
demiurge, the creator of the material world or cosmos discussed in the Timaeus. Neoplatonism has been referred to
as orthodox Platonic philosophy by scholars like Professor John D. Turner [34]; this reference may be due in part to
Plotinus' attempt to refute certain interpretations of Platonic philosophy, through his Enneads. Plotinus believed the
followers of gnosticism had corrupted the original teachings of Plato.
Despite the influence this pagan philosophy had on Christianity, Justinian I would hurt later Neoplatonism by
ordering the closure of the refounded School of Athens.[35] After the closure, Neoplatonic and or secular
philosophical studies continued in publicly funded schools in Alexandria. In the early seventh century, the
Neoplatonist Stephanus brought this Alexandrian tradition to Constantinople, where it would remain influential,
albeit as a form of secular education.[36] The university maintained an active philosophical tradition of Platonism and
Aristotelianism, with the former being the longest unbroken Platonic school, running for close to two millennia until
the 15th century [36] In the Middle Ages, Neoplatonist ideas influenced Jewish thinkers, such as the Kabbalist Isaac
the Blind, and the Jewish Neoplatonic philosopher Solomon ibn Gabirol, who modified it in the light of their own
monotheism. Neoplatonist ideas also influenced Islamic and Sufi thinkers such as al Farabi and Avicenna.
Neoplatonism survived in the Eastern Christian Church as an independent tradition and was reintroduced to the west
by Plethon.
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Renaissance Neoplatonism
"Of all the students of Greek in Renaissance Italy, the best-known are the Neoplatonists who studied in and around
Florence" (Hole). Neoplatonism was not just a revival of Plato's ideas, it is all based on Plotinus' created synthesis,
which incorporated the works and teachings of Plato, Aristotle, Pythagoras and other Greek philosophers. The
Renaissance in Italy was the revival of classic antiquity, and this started at the fall of the Byzantine empire, who
were considered the "librarians of the world," because of their great collection of classical manuscripts, and the
number of humanist scholars that resided in Constantinople (Hole).
Neoplatonism in the Renaissance combined the ideas of Christianity and a new awareness of the writings of Plato.
Marsilio Ficino (1433Å99) was "chiefly responsible for packaging and presenting Plato to the Renaissance" (Hole).
In 1462, Cosimo I de' Medici, patron of arts, who had an interest in humanism and Platonism, provided Ficino with
all 36 of Plato's dialogues in Greek for him to translate. Between 1462 and 1469, Ficino translated these works into
Latin, making them widely accessible, as only a minority of people could read Greek. And between 1484 and 1492,
he translated the works of Plotinus, making them available for the first time to the West.
Giovanni Pico della Mirandola (1463Å94) was another excelling Neoplatonist during the Italian Renaissance. He
could not only speak and write in Latin and Greek, but he also had immense knowledge on the Hebrew and Arabic
languages. He published 900 theses by the age of 20, but the pope banned his works because they were viewed as
heretical - unlike Ficino, who managed to stay on the right side of the church.

Cambridge Platonists
In the seventeenth century in England, Neoplatonism was fundamental to the school of the Cambridge Platonists,
whose luminaries included Henry More, Ralph Cudworth, Benjamin Whichcote and John Smith, all graduates of
Cambridge University. Coleridge claimed that they were not really Platonists, but "more truly Plotinists": "divine
Plotinus", as More called him.
Later, Thomas Taylor (not a Cambridge Platonist) was the first to translate Plotinus' works into English.[37] [38]

Modern Neoplatonism
In the essay "Inner and Outer Realities: Jean Gebser in a Cultural/Historical Perspective", Integral philosopher Allan
Combs claims that ten modern thinkers can be called Neo-Platonists: Goethe, Schiller, Schelling, Hegel, Coleridge,
Emerson, Rudolf Steiner, Carl Jung, Jean Gebser and the modern theorist Brian Goodwin. He sees these thinkers as
participating in a tradition that can be distinguished from the empiricist, rationalist, dualist and materialist Western
philosophical traditions.[39]

In the philosophy of mathematics, in the early 20th century, the German philosopher, Gottlob Frege, renewed the
interest in Plato's theory of mathematical objects (and other abstract objects, in general). Since then, a number of
philosophers, such as Crispin Wright and Bob Hale have defended and developed this neo-platonist account of
mathematics.
Some cite American poet Ezra Pound as a Neo-platonist, albeit from a rather Confucian perspective due to his great
admiration for Plotinus and his writings on philosophy and religion. Religiously he often described himself in public
as a Hellenistic Pagan.
Other notable modern Neoplatonists include Thomas Taylor, "the English Platonist," who wrote extensively on
Platonism and translated almost the entire Platonic and Plotinian corpora into English, and the Belgian writer
Suzanne Lilar.
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Further reading
á The London Philosophy Study Guide [40] offers many suggestions on what to read, depending on the student's

familiarity with the subject: Post-Aristotelian philosophy [41]

á Ruelle, an edition of On First Principles, (Paris, 1889)
á Whittaker, The Neo-Platonists, (Cambridge, 1901)
á Cambridge Companion to Plotinus. Ed. L.P. Gerson (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996)
á Neoplatonic Philosophy. Introductory Readings. Trans. and ed. by John Dillon and Lloyd P. Gerson,

(Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Co., 2004)
á R.T.Wallis:neoplatonism
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Platonism
Platonism is the philosophy of Plato or the name of other philosophical systems considered closely derived from it.
In a narrower sense the term might indicate the doctrine of Platonic realism. The central concept of Platonism is the
distinction between that reality which is perceptible, but not intelligible, and that which is intelligible, but
imperceptible; to this distinction the Theory of Forms is essential. The forms are typically described in dialogues
such as the Phaedo, Symposium and Republic as transcendent, perfect archetypes, of which objects in the everyday
world are imperfect copies. In the Republic the highest form is identified as the Form of the Good, the source of all
other forms, which could be known by reason. In the Sophist, a later work, the forms being, sameness and difference
are listed among the primordial "Great Kinds". In the 3rd century BC, Arcesilaus adopted skepticism, which became
a central tenet of the school until 90 BC when Antiochus added Stoic elements, rejected skepticism, and began a
period known as Middle Platonism. In the 3rd century AD, Plotinus added mystical elements, establishing
Neoplatonism, in which the summit of existence was the One or the Good, the source of all things; in virtue and
meditation the soul had the power to elevate itself to attain union with the One. Platonism had a profound effect on
Western thought, and many Platonic notions were adopted by the Christian church which understood Platonic forms
as God's thoughts, whilst Neoplatonism became a major influence on Christian mysticism.

Philosophy
The central concept is the Theory of Forms. The only true being is founded upon the forms, the eternal,
unchangeable, perfect types, of which particular objects of sense are imperfect copies. The multitude of objects of
sense, being involved in perpetual change, are thereby deprived of all genuine existence. [1] The number of the forms
is defined by the number of universal concepts which can be derived from the particular objects of sense.[1] The
following excerpt may be representative of Plato's middle period metaphysics and epistemology:

[Socrates:]"Since the beautiful is opposite of the ugly, they are two." 
[Glaucon:]"Of course." 
"And since they are two, each is one?" 
"I grant that also." 
"And the same account is true of the just and unjust, the good and the bad, and all the forms. Each of 
them is itself one, but because they manifest themselves everywhere in association with actions, bodies, 
and one another, each of them appears to be many." 
"That's right." 
"So, I draw this distinction: On one side are those you just now called lovers of sights, lovers of crafts, 
and practical people; on the other side are those we are now arguing about and whom one would alone 
call philosophers." 
"How do you mean?" 
"The lovers of sights and sounds like beautiful sounds, colors, shapes, and everything fashioned out of 
them, but their thought is unable to see and embrace the nature of the beautiful itself." 
"That's for sure." 
"In fact, there are very few people who would be able to reach the beautiful itself and see it by itself. 
Isn't that so?" 
"Certainly." 
"What about someone who believes in beautiful things, but doesn't believe in the beautiful itself and isn't 
able to follow anyone who could lead him to the knowledge of it? Don't you think he is living in a dream 
rather than a wakened state? Isn't this dreaming: whether asleep or awake, to think that a likeness is not 
a likeness but rather the thing itself that it is like?" 
"I certainly think that someone who does that is dreaming."
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"But someone who, to take the opposite case, believes in the beautiful itself, can see both it and the
things that participate in it and doesn't believe that the participants are it or that it itself is the
participants--is he living in a dream or is he awake? 
"He's very much awake." 
(Republic Bk. V, 475e-476d, translation G.M.A Grube)

Book VI of the Republic identifies the highest form as the Form of the Good, the cause of all other Ideas, and that on
which the being and knowing of all other Forms is contingent. Conceptions derived from the impressions of sense
can never give us the knowledge of true being; i.e. of the forms.[1] It can only be obtained by the soul's activity
within itself, apart from the troubles and disturbances of sense; that is to say, by the exercise of reason.[1] Dialectic,
as the instrument in this process, leading us to knowledge of the forms, and finally to the highest form of the Good,
is the first of sciences.[1] Later Neoplatonism, beginning with Plotinus, identified the Good of the Republic with the
so-called transcendent, absolute One of the first hypothesis of the Parmenides (137c-142a).
Platonist ethics is based on the Form of the Good. Virtue is knowledge, the recognition of the supreme form of the
Good.[1] And, since in this cognition, the three parts of the soul, which are reason, spirit, and appetite, all have their
share, we get the three virtues, Wisdom, Courage, and Moderation.[1] The bond which unites the other virtues is the
virtue of Justice, by which each part of the soul is confined to the performance of its proper function.[1]

Platonism had a profound effect on Western thought. In many interpretations of the Timaeus Platonism,[2] like
Aristotelianism, poses an eternal universe, as opposed to the nearby Judaic tradition that the universe had been
created in historical time, with its continuous history recorded. Unlike Aristotelianism, Platonism describes idea as
prior to matter and identifies the person with the soul. Many Platonic notions secured a permanent place in Latin
Christianity.[3]

History

The Academy

Site of Plato's Academy in Athens

Platonism was originally expressed in the dialogues of Plato, in which
the figure of Socrates is used to expound certain doctrines, that may or
may not be similar to the thought of the historical Socrates, Plato's
master. Plato delivered his lectures at the Academy, a precinct
containing a sacred grove outside the walls of Athens. The school
continued there long after. There were three periods: the Old, Middle,
and New Academy. The chief figures in the Old Academy were
Speusippus (Plato's nephew), who succeeded him as the head of the
school (until 339 BC), and Xenocrates (till 313 BC). Both of them
sought to fuse Pythagorean speculations on number with Plato's theory
of forms.

Around 266 BC, Arcesilaus became head of the Academy. This phase, known as the Middle Academy, strongly
emphasized Academic skepticism. It was characterized by its attacks on the Stoics and their assertion of the certainty
of truth and our knowledge of it. The New Academy began with Carneades in 155 BC, the fourth head in succession
from Arcesilaus. It was still largely skeptical, denying the possibility of knowing an absolute truth; both Arcesilaus
and Carneades believed that they were maintaining a genuine tenet of Plato.
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Middle Platonism
Around 90 BC, Antiochus of Ascalon rejected skepticism, making way for the period known as Middle Platonism, in
which Platonism was fused with certain Peripatetic and many Stoic dogmas. In Middle Platonism, the Platonic
Forms were not transcendent but immanent to rational minds, and the physical world was a living, ensouled being,
the World-Soul. Pre-eminence in this period belongs to Plutarch. The eclectic nature of Platonism during this time is
shown by its incorporation into Pythagoreanism (Numenius of Apamea) and into Jewish philosophy (Philo of
Alexandria).

Neoplatonism
In the third century, Plotinus recast Plato's system, establishing Neoplatonism, in which Middle Platonism was fused
with oriental mysticism. At the summit of existence stands the One or the Good, as the source of all things.[4] It
generates from itself, as if from the reflection of its own being, reason, the nous, - wherein is contained the infinite
store of ideas.[4] The world-soul, the copy of the nous, is generated by and contained in it, as the nous is in the One,
and, by informing matter in itself nonexistent, constitutes bodies whose existence is contained in the world-soul.[4]

Nature therefore is a whole, endowed with life and soul. Soul, being chained to matter, longs to escape from the
bondage of the body and return to its original source.[4] In virtue and philosophical thought it has the power to
elevate itself above the reason into a state of ecstasy, where it can behold, or ascend up to, that one good primary
Being whom reason cannot know.[4] To attain this union with the Good, or God, is the true function of human
beings.[4]

Plotinus' disciple, Porphyry, followed by Iamblichus, developed the system in conscious opposition to Christianity.
The Platonic Academy was re-established during this time period; its most renowned head was Proclus (died 485), a
celebrated commentator on Plato's writings. The Academy persisted until Roman emperor Justinian closed it in 529.

Christianity and Platonism

Many Western churchmen, including Augustine of
Hippo, have been influenced by Platonism

Platonism influenced Christianity through Clement of Alexandria
and Origen,[3] and the Cappadocian Fathers.[5] St. Augustine was
heavily influenced by Platonism as well, which he encountered
through the Latin translations of Marius Victorinus of the works of
Porphyry and/or Plotinus.[3]

Platonism was considered authoritative in the Middle Ages, and
many Platonic notions are now permanent elements of
Catholic/Protestant Christianity.[3] Platonism also influenced both
Eastern and Western mysticism.[3] [6] Meanwhile, Platonism
influenced various philosophers.[3] While Aristotle became more
influential than Plato in the 13th century, St. Thomas Aquinas's
philosophy was still in certain respects fundamentally Platonic.[3]

With the Renaissance, scholars became more interested in Plato
himself.[3] In 16th, 17th century, and 19th century England, Plato's
ideas influenced many religious thinkers.[3] Orthodox
Protestantism on continental Europe, however, distrusts natural
reason and has often been critical of Platonism.[3]
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Plato

Plato (öìõëúñ)

Plato: copy of portrait bust by Silanion
Full name Plato (Aç¶ãîÅ)

Born c. 428Å427 BC[1] Athens

Died c. 348Å347 BC (age approx 80)Athens

Era Ancient philosophy

Region Western Philosophy

School Platonism

Main interests Rhetoric, Art, Literature, Epistemology, Justice, Virtue, Politics, Education, Family, Militarism

Notable ideas Platonic realism

Plato (English pronunciation:£/òpleõto²/; Greek: Aç¶ãîÅ, Pl¬tèn, "broad";[2] 428/427 BC[a] Å 348/347 BC), was a
Classical Greek philosopher, mathematician, student of Socrates, writer of philosophical dialogues, and founder of
the Academy in Athens, the first institution of higher learning in the Western world. Along with his mentor,
Socrates, and his student, Aristotle, Plato helped to lay the foundations of Western philosophy and science.[3] In the
famous words of A.N. Whitehead:

The safest general characterization of the European philosophical tradition is that it consists of a series
of footnotes to Plato. I do not mean the systematic scheme of thought which scholars have doubtfully
extracted from his writings. I allude to the wealth of general ideas scattered through them.[4]

Plato's sophistication as a writer is evident in his Socratic dialogues; thirty-six dialogues and thirteen letters have
been ascribed to him. Plato's writings have been published in several fashions; this has led to several conventions
regarding the naming and referencing of Plato's texts.
Plato's dialogues have been used to teach a range of subjects, including philosophy, logic, ethics, rhetoric, and
mathematics.
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Biography

Early life

Birth and family

The definite place and time of Plato's birth are not known, but what is certain is that he belonged to an aristocratic
and influential family. Based on ancient sources, most modern scholars believe that he was born in Athens or
Aegina[b] between 429 and 423 BC.[a] His father was Ariston. According to a disputed tradition, reported by
Diogenes Laertius, Ariston traced his descent from the king of Athens, Codrus, and the king of Messenia,
Melanthus.[5] Plato's mother was Perictione, whose family boasted of a relationship with the famous Athenian
lawmaker and lyric poet Solon.[6] Perictione was sister of Charmides and niece of Critias, both prominent figures of
the Thirty Tyrants, the brief oligarchic regime, which followed on the collapse of Athens at the end of the
Peloponnesian War (404-403 BC).[7] Besides Plato himself, Ariston and Perictione had three other children; these
were two sons, Adeimantus and Glaucon, and a daughter Potone, the mother of Speusippus (the nephew and
successor of Plato as head of his philosophical Academy).[7] According to the Republic, Adeimantus and Glaucon
were older than Plato.[8] Nevertheless, in his Memorabilia, Xenophon presents Glaucon as younger than Plato.[9]

Ariston tried to force his attentions on Perictione, but failed in his purpose; then the ancient Greek god Apollo
appeared to him in a vision, and, as a result of it, Ariston left Perictione unmolested.[10] Another legend related that,
while he was sleeping as an infant, bees had settled on the lips of Plato; an augury of the sweetness of style in which
he would discourse philosophy.[11]

Ariston appears to have died in Plato's childhood, although the precise dating of his death is difficult.[12] Perictione
then married Pyrilampes, her mother's brother,[13] who had served many times as an ambassador to the Persian court
and was a friend of Pericles, the leader of the democratic faction in Athens.[14] Pyrilampes had a son from a previous
marriage, Demus, who was famous for his beauty.[15] Perictione gave birth to Pyrilampes' second son, Antiphon, the
half-brother of Plato, who appears in Parmenides.[16]

In contrast to his reticence about himself, Plato used to introduce his distinguished relatives into his dialogues, or to
mention them with some precision: Charmides has one named after him; Critias speaks in both Charmides and
Protagoras; Adeimantus and Glaucon take prominent parts in the Republic.[17] From these and other references one
can reconstruct his family tree, and this suggests a considerable amount of family pride. According to Burnet, "the
opening scene of the Charmides is a glorification of the whole [family] connection ... Plato's dialogues are not only a
memorial to Socrates, but also the happier days of his own family".[18]

Name

According to Diogenes LaÌrtius, the philosopher was named Aristocles after his grandfather, but his wrestling coach,
Ariston of Argos, dubbed him "Platon", meaning "broad," on account of his robust figure.[19] According to the
sources mentioned by Diogenes (all dating from the Alexandrian period), Plato derived his name from the breadth
(platyt·s) of his eloquence, or else because he was very wide (platÖs) across the forehead.[20] In the 21st century
some scholars disputed Diogenes, and argued that the legend about his name being Aristocles originated in the
Hellenistic age.[c]

Education

Apuleius informs us that Speusippus praised Plato's quickness of mind and modesty as a boy, and the "first fruits of
his youth infused with hard work and love of study".[21] Plato must have been instructed in grammar, music, and
gymnastics by the most distinguished teachers of his time.[22] Dicaearchus went so far as to say that Plato wrestled at
the Isthmian games.[23] Plato had also attended courses of philosophy; before meeting Socrates, he first became
acquainted with Cratylus (a disciple of Heraclitus, a prominent pre-Socratic Greek philosopher) and the Heraclitean
doctrines.[24]
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Later life
Plato may have traveled in Italy, Sicily, Egypt and Cyrene.[25] Said to have returned to Athens at the age of forty,
Plato founded one of the earliest known organized schools in Western Civilization on a plot of land in the Grove of
Hecademus or Academus.[26] The Academy was "a large enclosure of ground that was once the property of a citizen
at Athens named Academus... some, however, say that it received its name from an ancient hero",[27] and it operated
until AD 529, when it was closed by Justinian I of Byzantium, who saw it as a threat to the propagation of
Christianity. Many intellectuals were schooled in the Academy, the most prominent one being Aristotle.[28]

Throughout his later life, Plato became entangled with the politics of the city of Syracuse. According to Diogenes
Laertius, Plato initially visited Syracuse while it was under the rule of Dionysus. During this first trip Dionysus's
brother-in-law, Dion of Syracuse, became one of Plato's disciples, but the tyrant himself turned against Plato. Plato
was sold into slavery and almost faced death in Cyrene, a city at war with Athens, before an admirer bought Plato's
freedom and sent him home. After Dionysius's death, according to Plato's Seventh Letter, Dion requested Plato return
to Syracuse to tutor Dionysus II and guide him to become a philosopher king. Dionysius II seemed to accept Plato's
teachings, but he became suspicious of Dion, his uncle. Dionysus expelled Dion and kept Plato against his will.
Eventually Plato left Syracuse. Dion would return to overthrow Dionysus and ruled Syracuse for a short time before
being usurped by Calippus, a fellow disciple of Plato.

Plato and Socrates

Plato and Socrates in a medieval depiction

The precise relationship between Plato and Socrates remains an area of
contention among scholars. Plato makes it clear, especially in his
Apology of Socrates, that he was Socrates' most devoted young
follower. In that dialogue, Socrates is presented as mentioning Plato by
name as one of those youths close enough to him to have been
corrupted, if he were in fact guilty of corrupting the youth, and
questioning why their fathers and brothers did not step forward to
testify against him if he was indeed guilty of such a crime (33d-34a).
Later, Plato is mentioned along with Crito, Critobolus, and
Apollodorus as offering to pay a fine of 30 minas on Socrates' behalf,
in lieu of the death penalty proposed by Meletus (38b). In the Phaedo,
the title character lists those who were in attendance at the prison on
Socrates' last day, explaining Plato's absence by saying, "Plato was ill"
(Phaedo 59b).

Plato never speaks in his own voice in his dialogues. In the Second
Letter, it says, "no writing of Plato exists or ever will exist, but those
now said to be his are those of a Socrates become beautiful and new"

(341c); if the Letter is Plato's, the final qualification seems to call into question the dialogues' historical fidelity. In
any case, Xenophon and Aristophanes seem to present a somewhat different portrait of Socrates than Plato paints.
Some have called attention to the problem of taking Plato's Socrates to be his mouthpiece, given Socrates' reputation
for irony.[29]

Aristotle attributes a different doctrine with respect to the ideas to Plato and Socrates (Metaphysics 987b1Å11).
Putting it in a nutshell, Aristotle merely suggests that his idea of forms can be discovered through investigation of
the natural world, unlike Plato's Forms that exist beyond and outside the ordinary range of human understanding.
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Philosophy

Recurrent themes

Plato (left) and Aristotle (right), a
detail of The School of Athens, a

fresco by Raphael. Aristotle gestures
to the earth, representing his belief in

knowledge through empirical
observation and experience, while
holding a copy of his Nicomachean
Ethics in his hand. Plato holds his

Timaeus and gestures to the heavens,
representing his belief in The Forms

Plato often discusses the father-son relationship and the "question" of whether a
father's interest in his sons has much to do with how well his sons turn out. A
boy in ancient Athens was socially located by his family identity, and Plato often
refers to his characters in terms of their paternal and fraternal relationships.
Socrates was not a family man, and saw himself as the son of his mother, who
was apparently a midwife. A divine fatalist, Socrates mocks men who spent
exorbitant fees on tutors and trainers for their sons, and repeatedly ventures the
idea that good character is a gift from the gods. Crito reminds Socrates that
orphans are at the mercy of chance, but Socrates is unconcerned. In the
Theaetetus, he is found recruiting as a disciple a young man whose inheritance
has been squandered. Socrates twice compares the relationship of the older man
and his boy lover to the father-son relationship (Lysis 213a, Republic 3.403b),
and in the Phaedo, Socrates' disciples, towards whom he displays more concern
than his biological sons, say they will feel "fatherless" when he is gone.

In several dialogues, Socrates floats the idea that knowledge is a matter of
recollection, and not of learning, observation, or study.[30] He maintains this
view somewhat at his own expense, because in many dialogues, Socrates
complains of his forgetfulness. Socrates is often found arguing that knowledge is
not empirical, and that it comes from divine insight. In many middle period
dialogues, such as the Phaedo, Republic and Phaedrus Plato advocates a belief in
the immortality of the soul, and several dialogues end with long speeches imagining the afterlife. More than one
dialogue contrasts knowledge and opinion, perception and reality, nature and custom, and body and soul.

Several dialogues tackle questions about art: Socrates says that poetry is inspired by the muses, and is not rational.
He speaks approvingly of this, and other forms of divine madness (drunkenness, eroticism, and dreaming) in the
Phaedrus (265aÅc), and yet in the Republic wants to outlaw Homer's great poetry, and laughter as well. In Ion,
Socrates gives no hint of the disapproval of Homer that he expresses in the Republic. The dialogue Ion suggests that
Homer's Iliad functioned in the ancient Greek world as the Bible does today in the modern Christian world: as
divinely inspired literature that can provide moral guidance, if only it can be properly interpreted.

On politics and art, religion and science, justice and medicine, virtue and vice, crime and punishment, pleasure and
pain, rhetoric and rhapsody, human nature and sexuality, love and wisdom, Socrates and his company of disputants
had something to say.

Metaphysics
"Platonism" is a term coined by scholars to refer to the intellectual consequences of denying, as Socrates often does,
the reality of the material world. In several dialogues, most notably the Republic, Socrates inverts the common man's
intuition about what is knowable and what is real. While most people take the objects of their senses to be real if
anything is, Socrates is contemptuous of people who think that something has to be graspable in the hands to be real.
In the Theaetetus, he says such people are "eu a-mousoi", an expression that means literally, "happily without the
muses" (Theaetetus 156a). In other words, such people live without the divine inspiration that gives him, and people
like him, access to higher insights about reality.
Socrates's idea that reality is unavailable to those who use their senses is what puts him at odds with the common 
man, and with common sense. Socrates says that he who sees with his eyes is blind, and this idea is most famously
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captured in his allegory of the cave, and more explicitly in his description of the divided line. The allegory of the
cave (begins Republic 7.514a) is a paradoxical analogy wherein Socrates argues that the invisible world is the most
intelligible ("noeton") and that the visible world ("(h)oraton") is the least knowable, and the most obscure.
Socrates says in the Republic that people who take the sun-lit world of the senses to be good and real are living
pitifully in a den of evil and ignorance. Socrates admits that few climb out of the den, or cave of ignorance, and those
who do, not only have a terrible struggle to attain the heights, but when they go back down for a visit or to help other
people up, they find themselves objects of scorn and ridicule.
According to Socrates, physical objects and physical events are "shadows" of their ideal or perfect forms, and exist
only to the extent that they instantiate the perfect versions of themselves. Just as shadows are temporary,
inconsequential epiphenomena produced by physical objects, physical objects are themselves fleeting phenomena
caused by more substantial causes, the ideals of which they are mere instances. For example, Socrates thinks that
perfect justice exists (although it is not clear where) and his own trial would be a cheap copy of it.
The allegory of the cave (often said by scholars to represent Plato's own epistemology and metaphysics) is intimately
connected to his political ideology (often said to also be Plato's own), that only people who have climbed out of the
cave and cast their eyes on a vision of goodness are fit to rule. Socrates claims that the enlightened men of society
must be forced from their divine contemplations and be compelled to run the city according to their lofty insights.
Thus is born the idea of the "philosopher-king", the wise person who accepts the power thrust upon him by the
people who are wise enough to choose a good master. This is the main thesis of Socrates in the Republic, that the
most wisdom the masses can muster is the wise choice of a ruler.
The word metaphysics derives from the fact that Aristotle's musings about divine reality came after ("meta") his
lecture notes on his treatise on nature ("physics"). The term is in fact applied to Aristotle's own teacher, and Plato's
"metaphysics" is understood as Socrates' division of reality into the warring and irreconcilable domains of the
material and the spiritual. The theory has been of incalculable influence in the history of Western philosophy and
religion.

Theory of Forms
The Theory of Forms (Greek: Ñ±éåÖ) typically refers to the belief expressed by Socrates in some of Plato's dialogues,
that the material world as it seems to us is not the real world, but only an image or copy of the real world. Socrates
spoke of forms in formulating a solution to the problem of universals. The forms, according to Socrates, are roughly
speaking archetypes or abstract representations of the many types of things, and properties we feel and see around
us, that can only be perceived by reason (Greek: çäÄÑ®ì); (that is, they are universals). In other words, Socrates
sometimes seems to recognise two worlds: the apparent world, which constantly changes, and an unchanging and
unseen world of forms, which may be a cause of what is apparent.

Epistemology
Many have interpreted Plato as stating that knowledge is justified true belief, an influential view that informed future
developments in modern analytic epistemology. This interpretation is based on a reading of the Theaetetus wherein
Plato argues that belief is to be distinguished from knowledge on account of justification. Many years later, Edmund
Gettier famously demonstrated the problems of the justified true belief account of knowledge. This interpretation,
however, imports modern analytic and empiricist categories onto Plato himself and is better read on its own terms
than as Plato's view.
Really, in the Sophist, Statesman, Republic, and the Parmenides Plato himself associates knowledge with the 
apprehension of unchanging Forms and their relationships to one another (which he calls "expertise" in Dialectic). 
More explicitly, Plato himself argues in the Timaeus that knowledge is always proportionate to the realm from which 
it is gained. In other words, if one derives one's account of something experientially, because the world of sense is in 
flux, the views therein attained will be mere opinions. And opinions are characterized by a lack of necessity and
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stability. On the other hand, if one derives one's account of something by way of the non-sensible forms, because
these forms are unchanging, so too is the account derived from them. It is only in this sense that Plato uses the term
"knowledge".
In the Meno, Socrates uses a geometrical example to expound Plato's view that knowledge in this latter sense is
acquired by recollection. Socrates elicits a fact concerning a geometrical construction from a slave boy, who could
not have otherwise known the fact (due to the slave boy's lack of education). The knowledge must be present,
Socrates concludes, in an eternal, non-experiential form.

The state

Papirus Oxyrhynchus, with fragment of Plato's
Republic

Plato's philosophical views had many societal implications, especially
on the idea of an ideal state or government. There is some discrepancy
between his early and later views. Some of the most famous doctrines
are contained in the Republic during his middle period, as well as in
the Laws and the Statesman. However, because Plato wrote dialogues,
it is assumed that Socrates is often speaking for Plato. This assumption
may not be true in all cases.

Plato, through the words of Socrates, asserts that societies have a
tripartite class structure corresponding to the appetite/spirit/reason
structure of the individual soul. The appetite/spirit/reason stand for
different parts of the body. The body parts symbolize the castes of
society.[31]

á Productive, which represents the abdomen. (Workers) Ä the
labourers, carpenters, plumbers, masons, merchants, farmers,
ranchers, etc. These correspond to the "appetite" part of the soul.

á Protective, which represents the chest. (Warriors or Guardians) Ä those who are adventurous, strong and brave;
in the armed forces. These correspond to the "spirit" part of the soul.

á Governing, which represents the head. (Rulers or Philosopher Kings) Ä those who are intelligent, rational,
self-controlled, in love with wisdom, well suited to make decisions for the community. These correspond to the
"reason" part of the soul and are very few.

According to this model, the principles of Athenian democracy (as it existed in his day) are rejected as only a few are
fit to rule. Instead of rhetoric and persuasion, Plato says reason and wisdom should govern. As Plato puts it:

"Until philosophers rule as kings or those who are now called kings and leading men genuinely and adequately
philosophise, that is, until political power and philosophy entirely coincide, while the many natures who at
present pursue either one exclusively are forcibly prevented from doing so, cities will have no rest from
evils,... nor, I think, will the human race." (Republic 473c-d)
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Plato in his academy, drawing after a painting by Swedish painter Carl
Johan Wahlbom

Plato describes these "philosopher kings" as "those
who love the sight of truth" (Republic 475c) and
supports the idea with the analogy of a captain and
his ship or a doctor and his medicine. According to
him, sailing and health are not things that everyone is
qualified to practice by nature. A large part of the
Republic then addresses how the educational system
should be set up to produce these philosopher kings.

However, it must be taken into account that the ideal
city outlined in the Republic is qualified by Socrates
as the ideal luxurious city, examined to determine
how it is that injustice and justice grow in a city
(Republic 372e). According to Socrates, the "true"
and "healthy" city is instead the one first outlined in
book II of the Republic, 369cÅ372d, containing
farmers, craftsmen, merchants, and wage-earners, but
lacking the guardian class of philosopher-kings as well as delicacies such as "perfumed oils, incense, prostitutes, and
pastries", in addition to paintings, gold, ivory, couches, a multitude of occupations such as poets and hunters, and
war.

In addition, the ideal city is used as an image to illuminate the state of one's soul, or the will, reason, and desires
combined in the human body. Socrates is attempting to make an image of a rightly ordered human, and then later
goes on to describe the different kinds of humans that can be observed, from tyrants to lovers of money in various
kinds of cities. The ideal city is not promoted, but only used to magnify the different kinds of individual humans and
the state of their soul. However, the philosopher king image was used by many after Plato to justify their personal
political beliefs. The philosophic soul according to Socrates has reason, will, and desires united in virtuous harmony.
A philosopher has the moderate love for wisdom and the courage to act according to wisdom. Wisdom is knowledge
about the Good or the right relations between all that exists.
Wherein it concerns states and rulers, Plato has made interesting arguments. For instance he asks which is betterÄa
bad democracy or a country reigned by a tyrant. He argues that it is better to be ruled by a bad tyrant, than be a bad
democracy (since here all the people are now responsible for such actions, rather than one individual committing
many bad deeds.) This is emphasised within the Republic as Plato describes the event of mutiny onboard a ship.[32]

Plato suggests the ships crew to be in line with the democratic rule of many and the captain, although inhibited
through ailments, the tyrant. Plato's description of this event is parallel to that of democracy within the state and the
inherent problems that arise.
According to Plato, a state made up of different kinds of souls will, overall, decline from an aristocracy (rule by the
best) to a timocracy (rule by the honorable), then to an oligarchy (rule by the few), then to a democracy (rule by the
people), and finally to tyranny (rule by one person, rule by a tyrant).

Unwritten doctrine
For a long time Plato's unwritten doctrine[33] [34] [35] had been considered unworthy of attention. Most of the books
on Plato seem to diminish its importance. Nevertheless the first important witness who mentions its existence is
Aristotle, who in his Physics (209 b) writes: "It is true, indeed, that the account he gives there [i.e. in Timaeus] of the
participant is different from what he says in his so-called unwritten teaching (ÏÄúêüê ±¿Äèêãê)." The term ÊÄôöÏö
ÔÕÄçöÑö literally means unwritten doctrine and it stands for the most fundamental metaphysical teaching of Plato,
which he disclosed only to his most trusted fellows and kept secret from the public.
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The reason for not revealing it to everyone is partially discussed in Phaedrus (276 c) where Plato criticizes the
written transmission of knowledge as faulty, favoring instead the spoken logos: "he who has knowledge of the just
and the good and beautiful ... will not, when in earnest, write them in ink, sowing them through a pen with words,
which cannot defend themselves by argument and cannot teach the truth effectually." The same argument is repeated
in Plato's Seventh Letter (344 c): "every serious man in dealing with really serious subjects carefully avoids writing."
In the same letter he writes (341 c): "I can certainly declare concerning all these writers who claim to know the
subjects that I seriously study ... there does not exist, nor will there ever exist, any treatise of mine dealing
therewith." Such secrecy is necessary in order not "to expose them to unseemly and degrading treatment" (344 d).
It is however said that Plato once disclosed this knowledge to the public in his lecture On the Good (Aåú¯ ãÉÄêõäÀ),
in which the Good (ãÂ ÉÄêõ¿Å) is identified with the One (the Unity, ãÂ MÅ), the fundamental ontological principle.
The content of this lecture has been transmitted by several witnesses, among others Aristoxenus who describes the
event in the following words: "Each came expecting to learn something about the things that are generally
considered good for men, such as wealth, good health, physical strength, and altogether a kind of wonderful
happiness. But when the mathematical demonstrations came, including numbers, geometrical figures and astronomy,
and finally the statement Good is One seemed to them, I imagine, utterly unexpected and strange; hence some
belittled the matter, while others rejected it." Simplicius quotes Alexander of Aphrodisias who states that "according
to Plato, the first principles of everything, including the Forms themselves are One and Indefinite Duality (?
É¿úÑÉãäÖ ±ö¶Ö), which he called Large and Small (ãÂ èéÄê ®ê¯ ãÂ èÑ®ú¿Å) ... one might also learn this from
Speusippus and Xenocrates and the others who were present at Plato's lecture on the Good"
Their account is in full agreement with Aristotle's description of Plato's metaphysical doctrine. In Metaphysics he
writes: "Now since the Forms are the causes of everything else, he [i.e. Plato] supposed that their elements are the
elements of all things. Accordingly the material principle is the Great and Small [i.e. the Dyad], and the essence is
the One (ãÂ MÅ), since the numbers are derived from the Great and Small by participation in the One" (987 b). "From
this account it is clear that he only employed two causes: that of the essence, and the material cause; for the Forms
are the cause of the essence in everything else, and the One is the cause of it in the Forms. He also tells us what the
material substrate is of which the Forms are predicated in the case of sensible things, and the One in that of the
Forms - that it is this the duality (the Dyad, ? ±ö¶Ö), the Great and Small (ãÂ èéÄê ®ê¯ ãÂ èÑ®ú¿Å). Further, he
assigned to these two elements respectively the causation of good and of evil" (988 a).
The most important aspect of this interpretation of Plato's metaphysics is the continuity between his teaching and the
neoplatonic interpretation of Plotinus[36] or Ficino[37] which has been considered erroneous by many but may in fact
have been directly influenced by oral transmission of Plato's doctrine. A modern scholar who recognized the
importance of the unwritten doctrine of Plato was Heinrich Gomperz who described it in his speech during the 7th
International Congress of Philosophy in 1930.[38] All the sources related to the ÏÄúêüê ±¿Äèêãê have been
collected by Konrad Gaiser and published as Testimonia Platonica.[39] These sources have subsequently been
interpreted by scholars from the German T bingen School such as Hans Joachim Kr¦mer or Thomas A. Szlez¥k.[40]

Works
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Part of the series on:
The Dialogues of Plato

Early dialogues:

Apology Å Charmides Å Crito

Euthyphro Å First Alcibiades

Hippias Major Å Hippias Minor

Ion Å Laches Å Lysis

Transitional & middle dialogues:

Cratylus Å Euthydemus Å Gorgias

Menexenus Å Meno Å Phaedo

Protagoras Å Symposium

Later middle dialogues:

Republic Å Phaedrus

Parmenides Å Theaetetus

Late dialogues:

Clitophon Å Timaeus Å Critias

Sophist Å Statesman

Philebus Å Laws

Of doubtful authenticity:

Axiochus Å Demodocus

Epinomis Å Epistles Å Eryxias

Halcyon Å Hipparchus Å Minos

On Justice Å On Virtue

Rival Lovers Å Second Alcibiades

Sisyphus Å Theages

Thirty-six dialogues and thirteen letters have traditionally been ascribed to Plato, though modern scholarship doubts
the authenticity of at least some of these. Plato's writings have been published in several fashions; this has led to
several conventions regarding the naming and referencing of Plato's texts.
The usual system for making unique references to sections of the text by Plato derives from a 16th century edition of
Plato's works by Henricus Stephanus. An overview of Plato's writings according to this system can be found in the
Stephanus pagination article.
One tradition regarding the arrangement of Plato's texts is according to tetralogies. This scheme is ascribed by
Diogenes Laertius to an ancient scholar and court astrologer to Tiberius named Thrasyllus.
In the list below, works by Plato are marked (1) if there is no consensus among scholars as to whether Plato is the
author, and (2) if most scholars agree that Plato is not the author of the work. Unmarked works are assumed to have
been written by Plato.[41]
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á I. Euthyphro, (The) Apology (of Socrates), Crito, Phaedo
á II. Cratylus, Theaetetus, Sophist, Statesman
á III. Parmenides, Philebus, (The) Symposium, Phaedrus
á IV. First Alcibiades (1), Second Alcibiades (2), Hipparchus (2), (The) (Rival) Lovers (2)
á V. Theages (2), Charmides, Laches, Lysis
á VI. Euthydemus, Protagoras, Gorgias, Meno
á VII. (Greater) Hippias (major) (1), (Lesser) Hippias (minor), Ion, Menexenus
á VIII. Clitophon (1), (The) Republic, Timaeus, Critias
á IX. Minos (2), (The) Laws, Epinomis (2), Epistles (1).
The remaining works were transmitted under Plato's name, most of them already considered spurious in antiquity,
and so were not included by Thrasyllus in his tetralogical arrangement. These works are labelled as Notheuomenoi
("spurious") or Apocrypha.
á Axiochus (2), Definitions (2), Demodocus (2), Epigrams (2), Eryxias (2), Halcyon (2), On Justice (2), On Virtue

(2), Sisyphus (2).

Composition of the dialogues
No one knows the exact order Plato's dialogues were written in, nor the extent to which some might have been later
revised and rewritten.
Lewis Campbell was the first[42] to make exhaustive use of stylometry to prove objectively that the Critias, Timaeus,
Laws, Philebus, Sophist, and Statesman were all clustered together as a group, while the Parmenides, Phaedrus,
Republic, and Theaetetus belong to a separate group, which must be earlier (given Aristotle's statement in his
Politics[43] that the Laws was written after the Republic; cf. Diogenes Laertius Lives 3.37). What is remarkable about
Campbell's conclusions is that, in spite of all the stylometric studies that have been conducted since his time, perhaps
the only chronological fact about Plato's works that can now be said to be proven by stylometry is the fact that
Critias, Timaeus, Laws, Philebus, Sophist, and Statesman are the latest of Plato's dialogues, the others earlier.[44]

Increasingly in the most recent Plato scholarship, writers are skeptical of the notion that the order of Plato's writings
can be established with any precision,[45] though Plato's works are still often characterized as falling at least roughly
into three groups.[46] The following represents one relatively common such division.[47] It should, however, be kept
in mind that many of the positions in the ordering are still highly disputed, and also that the very notion that Plato's
dialogues can or should be "ordered" is by no means universally accepted.
Among those who classify the dialogues into periods of composition, Socrates figures in all of the "early dialogues"
and they are considered the most faithful representations of the historical Socrates. They include The Apology of
Socrates, Charmides, Crito, Euthyphro, Ion, Laches, Less Hippias, Lysis, Menexenus, and Protagoras (often
considered one of the last of the "early dialogues"). Three dialogues are often considered "transitional" or
"pre-middle": Euthydemus, Gorgias, and Meno.
Whereas those classified as "early dialogues" often conclude in aporia, the so-called "middle dialogues" provide
more clearly stated positive teachings that are often ascribed to Plato such as the theory of forms. These dialogues
include Cratylus, Phaedo, Phaedrus, Republic, Symposium, Parmenides, and Theaetetus. Proponents of dividing the
dialogues into periods often consider the Parmenides and Theaetetus to come late in this period and be transitional to
the next, as they seem to treat the theory of forms critically (Parmenides) or not at all (Theaetetus).
The remaining dialogues are classified as "late" and are generally agreed to be difficult and challenging pieces of
philosophy. This grouping is the only one proven by stylometic analysis.[44] While looked to for Plato's "mature"
answers to the questions posed by his earlier works, those answers are difficult to discern. Some scholars say that the
theory of forms is absent from the late dialogues, its having been refuted in the Parmenides, but there isn't total
consensus that the Parmenides actually refutes the theory of forms.[48] The so-called "late dialogues" include Critias,
Laws, Philebus, Sophist, Statesman, and Timaeus.
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Narration of the dialogues
Plato never presents himself as a participant in any of the dialogues, and with the exception of the Apology, there is
no suggestion that he heard any of the dialogues firsthand. Some dialogues have no narrator but have a pure
"dramatic" form (examples: Meno, Gorgias, Phaedrus, Crito, Euthyphro), some dialogues are narrated by Socrates,
wherein he speaks in first person (examples: Lysis, Charmides, Republic). One dialogue, Protagoras, begins in
dramatic form but quickly proceeds to Socrates' narration of a conversation he had previously with the sophist for
whom the dialogue is named; this narration continues uninterrupted till the dialogue's end.

Plato's Symposium (Anselm Feuerbach, 1873)

Two dialogues Phaedo and Symposium also begin in
dramatic form but then proceed to virtually
uninterrupted narration by followers of Socrates.
Phaedo, an account of Socrates' final conversation
and hemlock drinking, is narrated by Phaedo to
Echecrates in a foreign city not long after the
execution took place.[49] The Symposium is narrated
by Apollodorus, a Socratic disciple, apparently to
Glaucon. Apollodorus assures his listener that he is
recounting the story, which took place when he
himself was an infant, not from his own memory, but as remembered by Aristodemus, who told him the story years
ago.

The Theaetetus is a peculiar case: a dialogue in dramatic form imbedded within another dialogue in dramatic form.
In the beginning of the Theaetetus (142c-143b), Euclides says that he compiled the conversation from notes he took
based on what Socrates told him of his conversation with the title character. The rest of the Theaetetus is presented
as a "book" written in dramatic form and read by one of Euclides' slaves (143c). Some scholars take this as an
indication that Plato had by this date wearied of the narrated form.[50] With the exception of the Theaetetus, Plato
gives no explicit indication as to how these orally transmitted conversations came to be written down.

Trial of Socrates
The trial of Socrates is the central, unifying event of the great Platonic dialogues. Because of this, Plato's Apology is
perhaps the most often read of the dialogues. In the Apology, Socrates tries to dismiss rumors that he is a sophist and
defends himself against charges of disbelief in the gods and corruption of the young. Socrates insists that
long-standing slander will be the real cause of his demise, and says the legal charges are essentially false. Socrates
famously denies being wise, and explains how his life as a philosopher was launched by the Oracle at Delphi. He
says that his quest to resolve the riddle of the oracle put him at odds with his fellow man, and that this is the reason
he has been mistaken for a menace to the city-state of Athens.
If Plato's important dialogues do not refer to Socrates' execution explicitly, they allude to it, or use characters or
themes that play a part in it. Five dialogues foreshadow the trial: In the Theaetetus (210d) and the Euthyphro (2aÅb)
Socrates tells people that he is about to face corruption charges. In the Meno (94eÅ95a), one of the men who brings
legal charges against Socrates, Anytus, warns him about the trouble he may get into if he does not stop criticizing
important people. In the Gorgias, Socrates says that his trial will be like a doctor prosecuted by a cook who asks a
jury of children to choose between the doctor's bitter medicine and the cook's tasty treats (521eÅ522a). In the
Republic (7.517e), Socrates explains why an enlightened man (presumably himself) will stumble in a courtroom
situation. The Apology is Socrates' defense speech, and the Crito and Phaedo take place in prison after the
conviction. In the Protagoras, Socrates is a guest at the home of Callias, son of Hipponicus, a man whom Socrates
disparages in the Apology as having wasted a great amount of money on sophists' fees.
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Unity and diversity of the dialogues
Two other important dialogues, the Symposium and the Phaedrus, are linked to the main storyline by characters. In
the Apology (19b, c), Socrates says Aristophanes slandered him in a comic play, and blames him for causing his bad
reputation, and ultimately, his death. In the Symposium, the two of them are drinking together with other friends. The
character Phaedrus is linked to the main story line by character (Phaedrus is also a participant in the Symposium and
the Protagoras) and by theme (the philosopher as divine emissary, etc.) The Protagoras is also strongly linked to the
Symposium by characters: all of the formal speakers at the Symposium (with the exception of Aristophanes) are
present at the home of Callias in that dialogue. Charmides and his guardian Critias are present for the discussion in
the Protagoras. Examples of characters crossing between dialogues can be further multiplied. The Protagoras
contains the largest gathering of Socratic associates.
In the dialogues Plato is most celebrated and admired for, Socrates is concerned with human and political virtue, has
a distinctive personality, and friends and enemies who "travel" with him from dialogue to dialogue. This is not to say
that Socrates is consistent: a man who is his friend in one dialogue may be an adversary or subject of his mockery in
another. For example, Socrates praises the wisdom of Euthyphro many times in the Cratylus, but makes him look
like a fool in the Euthyphro. He disparages sophists generally, and Prodicus specifically in the Apology, whom he
also slyly jabs in the Cratylus for charging the hefty fee of fifty drachmas for a course on language and grammar.
However, Socrates tells Theaetetus in his namesake dialogue that he admires Prodicus and has directed many pupils
to him. Socrates' ideas are also not consistent within or between or among dialogues.

Platonic scholarship

"The safest general characterisation of the
European philosophical tradition is that it consists

of a series of footnotes to Plato." (Alfred North
Whitehead, Process and Reality, 1929).

Plato's thought is often compared with that of his most famous student,
Aristotle, whose reputation during the Western Middle Ages so
completely eclipsed that of Plato that the Scholastic philosophers
referred to Aristotle as "the Philosopher". However, in the Byzantine
Empire, the study of Plato continued.

The Medieval scholastic philosophers did not have access to the works
of Plato, nor the knowledge of Greek needed to read them. Plato's
original writings were essentially lost to Western civilization until they
were brought from Constantinople in the century of its fall, by George
Gemistos Plethon. It is believed that Plethon passed a copy of the
Dialogues to Cosimo de' Medici when in 1438 the Council of Ferrara,
called to unify the Greek and Latin Churches, was adjourned to
Florence, where Plethon then lectured on the relation and differences
of Plato and Aristotle, and fired Cosimo with his enthusiasm. Medieval
scholars knew of Plato only through translations into Latin from the
translations into Arabic by Persian and Arab scholars. These scholars
not only translated the texts of the ancients, but expanded them by
writing extensive commentaries and interpretations on Plato's and
Aristotle's works (see Al-Farabi, Avicenna, Averroes).

Only in the Renaissance, with the general resurgence of interest in
classical civilization, did knowledge of Plato's philosophy become
widespread again in the West. Many of the greatest early modern scientists and artists who broke with Scholasticism
and fostered the flowering of the Renaissance, with the support of the Plato-inspired Lorenzo de Medici, saw Plato's
philosophy as the basis for progress in the arts and sciences. By the 19th century, Plato's reputation was restored, and
at least on par with Aristotle's.
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Notable Western philosophers have continued to draw upon Plato's work since that time. Plato's influence has been
especially strong in mathematics and the sciences. He helped to distinguish between pure and applied mathematics
by widening the gap between "arithmetic", now called number theory and "logistic", now called arithmetic. He
regarded logistic as appropriate for business men and men of war who "must learn the art of numbers or he will not
know how to array his troops," while arithmetic was appropriate for philosophers "because he has to arise out of the
sea of change and lay hold of true being."[51] Plato's resurgence further inspired some of the greatest advances in
logic since Aristotle, primarily through Gottlob Frege and his followers Kurt Gªdel, Alonzo Church, and Alfred
Tarski; the last of these summarised his approach by reversing the customary paraphrase of Aristotle's famous
declaration of sedition from the Academy (Nicomachean Ethics 1096a15), from Amicus Plato sed magis amica
veritas ("Plato is a friend, but truth is a greater friend") to Inimicus Plato sed magis inimica falsitas ("Plato is an
enemy, but falsehood is a greater enemy"). Albert Einstein drew on Plato's understanding of an immutable reality
that underlies the flux of appearances for his objections to the probabilistic picture of the physical universe
propounded by Niels Bohr in his interpretation of quantum mechanics. Conversely, thinkers that diverged from
ontological models and moral ideals in their own philosophy, have tended to disparage Platonism from more or less
informed perspectives. Thus Friedrich Nietzsche attacked Plato's moral and political theories, Martin Heidegger
argued against Plato's alleged obfuscation of Being, and Karl Popper argued in The Open Society and Its Enemies
(1945) that Plato's alleged proposal for a government system in the Republic was prototypically totalitarian. Leo
Strauss is considered by some as the prime thinker involved in the recovery of Platonic thought in its more political,
and less metaphysical, form. Deeply influenced by Nietzsche and Heidegger, Strauss nonetheless rejects their
condemnation of Plato and looks to the dialogues for a solution to what all three thinkers acknowledge as 'the crisis
of the West.'

Text history
The oldest surviving manuscript for about half of Plato's dialogues is the Clarke Plato (MS. E. D. Clarke 39), which
was written in Constantinople in 895 and acquired by Oxford University in 1809.[52]

Criticism
Carl Sagan said of Plato: "Science and mathematics were to be removed from the hands of the merchants and the
artisans. This tendency found its most effective advocate in a follower of Pythagoras named Plato." and: "He (Plato)
believed that ideas were far more real than the natural world. He advised the astronomers not to waste their time
observing the stars and planets. It was better, he believed, just to think about them. Plato expressed hostility to
observation and experiment. He taught contempt for the real world and disdain for the practical application of
scientific knowledge. Plato's followers succeeded in extinguishing the light of science and experiment that had been
kindled by Democritus and the other Ionians."[53] [54]

Notes
a. £ The grammarian Apollodorus argues in his Chronicles that Plato was born in the first year of the eighty-eighth 
Olympiad (427 BC), on the seventh day of the month Thargelion; according to this tradition the god Apollo was born 
this day.[55] According to another biographer of him, Neanthes, Plato was eighty-four years of age at his death.[55] If 
we accept Neanthes' version, Plato was younger than Isocrates by six years, and therefore he was born in the second 
year of the 87th Olympiad, the year Pericles died (429 BC).[56] According to the Suda, Plato was born in Aegina in 
the 88th Olympiad amid the preliminaries of the Peloponnesian war, and he lived 82 years.[57] Sir Thomas Browne 
also believes that Plato was born in the 88th Olympiad.[58] Renaissance Platonists celebrated Plato's birth on 
November 7.[59] Wilamowitz-Moellendorff estimates that Plato was born when Diotimos was archon eponymous, 
namely between July 29 428 BC and July 24 427 BC.[60] Greek philologist Ioannis Kalitsounakis believes that the 
philosopher was born on May 26 or 27 427 BC, while Jonathan Barnes regards 428 BC as year of Plato's birth.[61]
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For her part, Debra Nails asserts that the philosopher was born in 424/423 BC.[59]

b. £ Diogenes Laertius mentions that Plato "was born, according to some writers, in Aegina in the house of Phidiades
the son of Thales". Diogenes mentions as one of his sources the Universal History of Favorinus. According to
Favorinus, Ariston, Plato's family, and his family were sent by Athens to settle as cleruchs (colonists retaining their
Athenian citizenship), on the island of Aegina, from which they were expelled by the Spartans after Plato's birth
there.[62] Nails points out, however, that there is no record of any Spartan expulsion of Athenians from Aegina
between 431-411 BC.[63] On the other hand, at the Peace of Nicias, Aegina was silently left under Athens' control,
and it was not until the summer of 411 that the Spartans overran the island.[64] Therefore, Nails concludes that
"perhaps Ariston was a cleruch, perhaps he went to Aegina in 431, and perhaps Plato was born on Aegina, but none
of this enables a precise dating of Ariston's death (or Plato's birth).[63] Aegina is regarded as Plato's place of birth by
Suda as well.[57]

c. £ Plato was a common name, of which 31 instances are known at Athens alone.[65]

Footnotes
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Neoplatonism and Gnosticism
Neoplatonism (also Neo-Platonism) is the modern term for a school of Hellenistic philosophy that took shape in the
3rd century, based on the teachings of Plato and some of his early followers. Neoplatonism took definitive shape
with the philosopher Plotinus, who claimed to have received his teachings from Ammonius Saccas, a dock worker
and philosopher in Alexandria. Neoplatonists considered themselves simply "Platonists", although they also wished
to distinguish themselves from various earlier interpreters of Plato, such as the New Academy followers of
skepticism like Arcesilaus and Cicero, Clitomachus, Carneades with its probabilistic account of knowledge. A more
precise term for the group, suggested by the scholar John D. Turner, is orthodox (neo)Platonism.
Gnosticism is a term created by modern scholars to describe a collection of religious groups, many of which thought
of themselves as Christians, and which were active in the first few centuries AD.[1] There has been considerable
scholarly controversy over exactly which sects fall within this grouping. Sometimes Gnosticism is used narrowly to
refer only to religious groups such as Sethians and Archontics who seem to have used the term gnostikoi as a
self-designation, even though early Platonists and Ebionites also used the term and are not considered to be Gnostics.
Sometimes it is used a little more broadly to include groups similar to or influenced by Sethians, such as followers of
Basilides or Valentinius and later the Paulicians. Sometimes it is used even more broadly to cover all groups which
heavily emphasized gnosis, therefore including Hermetics and Neoplatonists as well.
This article discusses the relationship between Neoplatonism and Gnosticism.

Platonic Origins of the Term "Gnostikoi"
Gnosis is a Greek word, originally used in specifically Platonic philosophical contexts. Plato's original use of the
terms gnostikoi and gnostike episteme were in his text known as Politikos in Greek and Politicus in Latin
(258e-267a). In this work, the modern name of which is the Statesman, gnostikoi meant the knowledge to influence
and control. Gnostike episteme also was used to indicate one's aptitude. In Plato's writings the terms do not appear to
intimate anything esoteric or hidden, but rather express a sort of higher intelligence and ability akin to talent.
Within the text of Politikos, the Stranger (the main speaker in the dialog) indicates that the best political leaders are
those that have this certain "knowledge" indicative of a competency to rule. Gnostikoi therefore was a quality
characteristic of the ideal attendee of the Platonic Academy, since high aptitude would be a necessary qualification
to understand and grasp its teachings.
Although the Greek stem gno- was in common use, "like many of the new words formed with -(t)ikos, gnostikos was
never very widely used and never entered ordinary Greek; it remained the more or less exclusive property of Plato's
subsequent admirers, such as Aristotle, Philo Judaeus, Plutarch, Albinus, Iamblichus and Ioannes Philoponus. Most
important of all in its normal philosophical usage gnostikos was never applied to the person as a whole, but only to
mental endeavours, facilities, or components of personality."[2] . Thus, if it really is true that some Christians referred
to themselves as gnostikos, or "professed to be" gnostikos, as Porphyry and Celsus (two pagans who wrote against
Christianity), Clement of Alexandria, and Irenaeus claim, then this would be the novel coinage of a very distinctive
moniker as opposed to a continuation of traditional usage. Further, it might well mark a self-designating proper name
rather than merely a self-description. Indeed, it would have sounded like technical philosophical jargon at the time.
In contrast, merely claiming to have or supply gnosis would have been a common claim in the 2nd century CE,
unworthy of notice in many Christian and Hellenistic circles.
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Historical relations between Neoplatonism and Gnosticism
There are four major epocs in the history of Platonic thought: the "Old Academy," the "New Academy," Middle
Platonism and Neoplatonism. After Plato's death in 348 BC, the leadership of his Academy was taken up by his
nephew, Speusippus, and then by Xenocrates, Polemon, Crantor, and Crates of Athens, who had been leaders of the
"Old Academy." Following Crates, in 268 BC was Arcesilaus of Pitane who founded the "New Academy," under the
influence of Pyrrhonian scepticism. Arcelisaus modeled his philosophy after the Socrates of Plato's early dialogues,
"suspending judgment" or "epoche" (epokh� peri pant¨n ·âäùÇ âåú¯ â¶ÅãîÅ).
Antiochus of Ascalon, who headed the Academy from 79-78 BC, sought to intellectually maneuver around the
scepticism of the New Academy by way of a return to the dogmata of Plato and the Old Academy philosophers.
Antiochus argued that the Platonic Forms (see Platonic realism) are not transcendent but immanent to rational minds
(including that of God). This position, along with his treatment of the Platonic Demiurge (from the Theaetetus) and
the World-Soul (a notion from the Timaeus that the physical world was an animated being), framed the work of other
middle Platonists (such as Philo of Alexandria) and later Platonists such as Plutarch of Chaeronea, Numenius of
Apamea, and Albinus. These treatments of the forms and of the Demiurge were crucially influential to both
Neoplatonism and Gnosticism. Neopythagoreanism seems to have influenced both the Neoplatonists and the
Gnostics as well.[3] Further, Neopythagoreanism and Middle Platonism seem to be important influences on Basilides
and on the Hermetic tradition, which seem in turn to have influenced the Valentinians.[4] Indeed, the Nag Hammadi
texts included excerpts from Plato, and Irenaeus claims that followers of Carpocrates honored images of Pythagoras,
Plato, and Aristotle along with images of Jesus Christ.

Neoplatonism
By the third century Plotinus had shifted Platonist thought far enough that modern scholars consider the period a new
movement called "Neoplatonism" -- although Plotinus took his position to conform with the Old Academics and the
Middle Platonists, especially via his teacher Ammonius Saccas; Alexander of Aphrodisias, who was later head of the
Lyceum in Athens; and Numenius of Apamea a forerunner of the Neo-Pythagoreans and Neo-Platonists. Plotinus
seems to have been influenced by Gnostics only to the extent of writing a polemic against them (which Porphyry has
rearranged into Ennead 3.8, 5.8, 5.5, and 2.9).[5]

Gnosticism
Scholarship on Gnosticism has been greatly advanced by the discovery and translation of the Nag Hammadi texts,
which shed light on some of the more puzzling comments by Plotinus and Porphyry regarding the Gnostics. More
importantly, the texts help to distinguish different kinds of early Gnostics. It now seems clear that "Sethian" and
"Valentinian"[6] gnostics attempted "an effort towards conciliation, even affiliation" with late antique philosophy [7] ,
and were rebuffed by some Neoplatonists, including Plotinus. Plotinus considered his opponents "heretics"[8]

,"imbeciles" and "blasphemers" [9] erroneously arriving at misotheism as the solution to the problem of evil, taking
all their truths over from Plato.[10] They were in conflict with the idea expressed by Plotinus that the approach to the
infinite force which is the One or Monad can not be through knowing or not knowing.[11] [12] Although there has
been dispute as to which gnostics Plotinus was referring to, it appears they were Sethian.[13]

The earliest origins of Gnosticism are still obscure and disputed, but they probably include influence from Plato, 
Middle Platonism and Neo-Pythagoreanism, and this seems to be true both of the more Sethian Gnostics, and of the 
Valentinian Gnostics.[3] . Further, if we compare different Sethian texts to each other in an attempted chronology of 
the development of Sethianism during the first few centuries, it seems that later texts are continuing to interact with 
Platonism. Earlier texts such as Apocalypse of Adam show signs of being pre-Christian and focus on the Seth of the 
Jewish bible (not the Egyptian God Set who is sometimes called Seth in Greek). These early Sethians may be 
identical to or related to the Ophites or to the sectarian group called the Minuth by Philo. Later Sethian texts such as 
Zostrianos and Allogenes draw on the imagery of older Sethian texts, but utilize "a large fund of philosophical

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Middle_Platonism
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Middle_Platonism
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Academy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Speusippus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Xenocrates
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Polemon_%28scholarch%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Crantor
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Crates_of_Athens
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Arcesilaus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pyrrhonian_scepticism
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Socrates
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Epoche
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Antiochus_of_Ascalon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Antiochus_of_Ascalon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Platonic_realism
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Transcendence_%28religion%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Theaetetus_%28dialogue%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Timaeus_%28dialogue%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Plutarch_of_Chaeronea
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Numenius_of_Apamea
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Numenius_of_Apamea
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Albinus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Neopythagoreanism
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Neopythagoreanism
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Valentinius
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pythagoras
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aristotle
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jesus_Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Plotinus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Plotinus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ammonius_Saccas
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alexander_of_Aphrodisias
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lyceum
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Numenius_of_Apamea
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Neo-Pythagorean
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Plotinus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nag_Hammadi
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Plotinus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Porphyry_%28philosopher%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sethian
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Plotinus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Plotinus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Misotheism
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Problem_of_evil
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Monad_%28symbol%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Middle_Platonism
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Neo-Pythagoreanism
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sethian
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Valentinius
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apocalypse_of_Adam
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Seth
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Set_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Minuth
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Zostrianos
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Allogenes


Neoplatonism and Gnosticism 334

conceptuality derived from contemporary Platonism, (that is late middle Platonism) with no traces of Christian
content."[3] . Indeed the Allogenes doctrine of the "triple-powered one" is "the same doctrine as found in the
anonymous Parmenides commentary (Fragment XIV) ascribed by Hadot to Porphyry ... and is also found in Plotinus'
Ennead 6.7, 17, 13-26." [3] However, by the 3rd century Neoplatonists, such as Plotinus, Porphyry and Amelius are
all attacking the Sethians. It looks as if Sethianism began as a pre-Christian tradition, possibly a syncretic Hebrew
[14] Mediterranean baptismal movement from the Jordan Valley. With Babylonian and Egyptian pagan elements,
Hellenic philosophy. That incorporated elements of Christianity and Platonism as it grew, only to have both
Christianity and Platonism reject and turn against it. Professor John D Turner believes that this double attack led to
Sethianism fragmentation into numerous smaller groups (Audians, Borborites, Archontics and perhaps Phibionites,
Stratiotici, and Secundians).

Philosophical relations between Neoplatonism and Gnosticism
Gnostics borrow a lot of ideas and terms from Platonism. They exhibit a keen understanding of Greek philosophical
terms and the Greek Koine language in general, and use Greek philosophical concepts throughout their text,
including such concepts as hypostasis (reality, existence), ousia (essence, substance, being), and demiurge (creator
God). Good examples include texts such as the Hypostasis of the Archons [57] (Reality of the Rulers) or Trimorphic
Protennoia (The first thought in three forms).
Gnostics structured their world of transcendent being by ontological distinctions whereby the plenitude of the divine
world emerges from a sole high deity by emanation, radiation, unfolding and mental self-reflection. Likewise the
technique of self-performable contemplative mystical ascent towards and beyond a realm of pure being is rooted in
Plato's Symposium, and common in Gnostic thought, was also expressed by Plotinus (see Life of Plotinus). Divine
triads, tetrads, and ogdoads in Gnostic thought often are closely related to Neo-Pythagorean Arithmology. The trinity
of the "triple-powered one" (with the powers consisting of the modalities of existence, life and mind) in Allogenes
mirrors quite closely the Neoplatonic doctrine of the Intellect differentiating itself from the One in three phases
called Existence or reality (hypostasis), Life, and Intellect (nous). Both traditions heavily emphasize the role of
negative theology or apophasis, and Gnostic emphasis on the ineffability of God often echoes Platonic (and
Neoplatonic) formulations of the ineffability of the One or the Good.
There were some important philosophical differences. Gnostics emphasized magic and ritual in a way that the more
sober Neoplatonists such as Plotinus and Porphyry would have been uncomfortable with (although perhaps not later
Neoplatonists such as Iamblichus). But Plotinus' main objection to the Gnostics he was familiar with was their
rejection of the goodness of the demiurge and the material world. He attacks the Gnostics as vilifing Plato's ontology
of the universe as contained in the Timaeus. Plotinus accused Gnosticism of vilifying the demiurge or craftsman that
crafted the material world, even thinking of the material world as evil or a prison. As Plotinus explains in his works
that the demiurge is the nous (as an emanation of the One). The nous is the ordering principle or mind also reason.
Plotinus was also critical of the gnostic origin of the demiurge coming from wisdom as a deity. Wisdom (called
Sophia) being anthropomorphically expressed as a feminine spirit deity not unlike the goddess Athena or the
Christian Holy Spirit. Plotinus stating at one point that if the gnostics did so believe this world was a prison then they
could at any moment free themselves by committing suicide. These charges do seem to hold for some of the texts
discovered in Nag Hammadi, although others such as the Valentinians, or the Tripartite Tractate, wished to insist on
the goodness of the world and the Demiurge.
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First International Conference on Neoplatonism and Gnosticism
The First International Conference on Neoplatonism and Gnosticism at the University of Oklahoma in 1984
explored the relationship between Neoplatonism and Gnosticism. The conference also led to a book named
Neoplatonism and Gnosticism.
The book's intent was to document the creation of a conference in the academic world exploring the relationship
between late and middle Platonic philosophy and Gnosticism. The book marked a turning point in the discussion on
the subject of Neoplatonism because it takes into account the understanding of the gnostics of Plotinus' day in light
of the discovery of the Nag Hammadi library. Further discussions of the topics covered in the book have led to the
formation of a new committee of scholars to once again translate Plotinus' Enneads. Both Richard Wallis and A.H.
Armstrong, the major editors of the work, have died since the completion of the book and conference.
This conference was held to cover some of the controversies surrounding these issues and other aspects of the two
groups. The objective of the event (and the book that documents the event) was to clarify the relationship between
Neoplatonism / Neoplatonists and the sectarian groups of the day, the Gnostics. The book republishes the works of a
wide spectrum of scholars in the field of philosophy. The book's content consists of presentations that the experts
delivered at the first International Conference. One purpose was to clarify the meaning of the words and phrases
repeated in other religions and belief systems of the Mediterranean region during Plotinus' time. Another was to try
to clarify the extent to which Plotinus' work followed directly from Plato, and how much influence Plotinus had on
the religions of his time and vice versa. The conference and the book documenting it is considered a key avenue for
dialogue among the different scholars in the history of philosophy.

Later Conferences and Studies
Professor John D. Turner [15] of the University of Nebraska has lead additional conferences covering topics and
materials relating to Neoplatonism and Gnosticism. Presentations from seminars that took place between 1993 and
1998 are published in the book Gnosticism and Later Platonism: Themes, Figures, and Texts Symposium Series
(Society of Biblical Literature) [16].

Neoplatonism, Gnosticism and other movements
Neoplatonism and Gnosticism are probably also both influences on certain contemporary or later movements. A
good example is Hermeticism. Hermeticism seems to have roots prior to the 3rd century, but also to have been
influenced heavily by both Gnosticism and Neoplatonism.
á Islam- sufism, Druze
á Hermeticism- Egyptian and Greek movements.
á Neoplatonism and Christianity: Irenaeus, Origen, Pseudo-Dionysius, Cappadocian Fathers, Basil the Great,

Gregory of Nyssa, Gregory of Nazianzus
á Persian Gnosticism- Manicheanism and Mandaeism
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Bosnian Church
The Bosnian Church (Bosnian, Croatian, and Serbian: Crkva bosanska Latin: Ecclesia bosniensis) is historically
thought to be an indigenous branch of the Bogomils that existed in Bosnia during the Middle Ages. Adherents of the
church called themselves simply Krstjani ("Christians"). The church no longer exists and is thought to have
disappeared completely after the Ottoman conquest of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The church's organization and
beliefs are poorly understood, because few if any records were left by church members, and the church is mostly
known from the writings of outside sources, primarily Roman Catholic ones.

History
Bosnia was on the boundary between the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches. The Croats to the West
and Hungarians to the North embraced Roman Catholicism, while the Serbian lands to the east and small
southeastern parts of Herzegovina embraced Eastern Orthodoxy.
During the later Middle Ages most of Bosnia was partly Roman Catholic as well, but no accurate figures exist as to
the numbers of adherents of the two churches. The Bosnian Church coexisted uneasily with Roman Catholicism for
much of the later Middle Ages. Part of the resistance of the Bosnian Church was political; during the 14th century,
the Roman Church placed Bosnia under a Hungarian bishop, and the schism may have been motivated by a desire
for independence from Hungarian domination. Several Bosnian rulers were Krstjani, but some of them embraced
Roman Catholicism for political reasons.
Outsiders accused the Bosnian Church of links to the Patarene heresy, and to the Bogomils, a Manichean sect
centered in Bulgaria. The Inquisition reported about a dualist sect in Bosnia in the late 15th century and called them
"Bosnian heretics", but this sect was according to some historians most likely not the same as the Bosnian Church.
The historian Franjo Ra�ki wrote about this in 1869 based on Latin sources.
It is thought today that the Patareni, who were persecuted by both the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox
churches, were entirely converted to Islam. Some historians now believe that the Bosnian Church had largely
disappeared before the Turkish conquest in 1463.
The religious centre of the Bosnian Church was placed in Moñtre, near Visoko, where the house of krstjani was
founded.[1]
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Characteristics
The Church had its own bishop and used the Slavic language in liturgy. The bishop was called djed (lit.
"grandfather"), and had a council of twelve men called strojnici. The monasteries were called hi¼a (lit. "house"), and
the heads of monasteries were often called gost (lit. "guest") and served as strojnici.
The Church was mainly composed of monks in scattered monastic houses. It had no territorial organization and it did
not deal with any secular matters other than attending people's burials. It did not involve itself in state issues very
much. Notable exceptions were when King Stephen Ostoja of Bosnia, a member of the Bosnian Church himself, had
a djed as an advisor at the royal court between 1403 and 1405, and an occasional occurrence of a krstjan elder being
a mediator or diplomat.
The monumental tombstones called ste×ci (plural) / ste×ak (singular) that appeared in medieval Bosnia and
Herzegovina are identified with the Bosnian Church.

Bosnian Church scholarship
The phenomenon of Bosnian medieval Christians has been attracting scholars' attention for centuries, but it was not
until the latter half of the 19th century that the most important monograph on the subject, "Bogomili i Patareni"
(Bogomils and Patarens), 1870, by eminent Croatian historian Franjo Ra�ki, had been published. Ra�ki argued that
the Bosnian Church was essentially Gnostic and Manichaean in nature. This interpretation has been accepted,
expanded and elaborated upon by a host of later historians, most prominent among them being Dominik MandiP,
Sima QirkoviP, Vladimir QoroviP, Miroslav Brandt and Franjo ¤anjek. However, a number of other historians (Leon
PetroviP, Jaroslav ¤idak, Dragoljub DragojloviP, Dubravko LovrenoviP, and Noel Malcolm) stressed theologically
the impeccably orthodox character of Bosnian Christian writings and claimed that for the explanation of this
phenomenon suffices the relative isolation of Bosnian Christianity, which retained many archaic traits predating the
East-West Schism in 1054.
John Fine, Professor of History at the University of Michigan, revolutionized the scholarship around the Bosnian
Church with his pivotal work,The Bosnian Church. In that work, he argues that the Bosnian Church was not related
to the Bogomils or other dualist groups. Instead, he asserts that the church was actually founded by Franciscan
Monks from the Catholic Church.[2]
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Esoteric Christianity

The Temple of the Rose Cross, Teophilus Schweighardt Constantiens,
1618.

Esoteric Christianity is a term which refers to an
ensemble of spiritual currents which regard
Christianity as a mystery religion,[1] [2] and profess
the existence and possession of certain esoteric
doctrines or practices,[3] [4] hidden from the public
but accessible only to a narrow circle of
"enlightened", "initiated", or highly educated
people.[5] [6]

These spiritual currents share some common
denominators, such as:
á heterodox or heretical Christian theology;
á the four canonical gospels, various apocalyptic

literature, and some New Testament apocrypha as
sacred texts; and

á disciplina arcani, a supposed oral tradition from
the Twelve Apostles containing esoteric teachings
of Jesus the Christ.[7] [8]

Mystery religion

Early Christians used the word çñÉÑåôÖáÅ
(mysterion) to describe the Christian Mystery. The
Old Testament versions use the word mysterion as an
equivalent to the Hebrew s¨d, "secret" (Proverbs 20:19; Judith 2:2; Sirach 22:27; 2 Maccabees 13:21). In the New
Testament the word mystery is applied ordinarily to the sublime revelation of the Gospel (Matthew 13:11; Colossians
2:2; 1 Timothy 3:9; 1 Corinthians 15:51), and to the Incarnation and life of the Saviour and his manifestation by the
preaching of the Apostles (Romans 16:25; Ephesians 3:4; 6:19; Colossians 1:26; 4:3). Theologians give the name
mystery to revealed truths that surpass the powers of natural reason,[9] so, in a narrow sense, the Mystery is a truth
that transcends the created intellect. The impossibility of obtaining a rational comprehension of the Mystery leads to
an inner or hidden way of comprehension of the Christian Mystery that is indicated by the term esoteric in Esoteric
Christianity.[2]

Even though revealed and believed, the Mystery remains nevertheless obscure and veiled during the
mortal life, if the deciphering of the mysteries, made possible by esotericism, does not intervene.[10]

This esoteric knowledge would allow a deep comprehension of the Christian mysteries that otherwise would remain
obscure.

Ancient roots
Some modern scholars believe that in the early stages of Christianity a nucleus of oral teachings were inherited from 
Palestinian and Hellenistic Judaism which formed the basis of a secret oral tradition, which in the 4th century came 
to be called the disciplina arcani, which mainstream theologians believe contained only liturgical details and certain 
other traditions which remain a part of some branches of mainstream Christianity (for example, the doctrine of 
Transubstantiation is thought to have been a part of this by Catholic theologians).[8] [11] [12] Important influences on 
Esoteric Christianity are the Christian theologians Clement of Alexandria and Origen, the main figures of the
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Catechetical School of Alexandria.[13]

Origen was a most prolific writer - according to Epiphanius, he wrote about 6,000 books[14] - making it a difficult
task to define the central core of his teachings. The original Greek text of his main theological work De Principiis
only survives in fragments, while a 5th century Latin translation was cleared of controversial teachings by the
translator Rufinus, making it hard for modern scholars to rebuild Origen's original thoughts. Thus, it is unclear
whether reincarnation and the pre-existence of souls formed part of Origen's beliefs.
While hypothetically considering a complex multiple-world transmigration scheme in De Principiis, Origen denies
reincarnation in unmistakable terms in his work, Against Celsus and elsewhere.[15] [16]

Despite this apparent contradiction, most modern Esoteric Christian movements refer to Origen's writings (along,
with other Church Fathers and biblical passages[17] ) to validate these ideas as part of the Esoteric Christian
tradition.[18]

Early modern forms
In the later Middle Ages forms of Western esotericism, for example alchemy and astrology, were constructed on
Christian foundations, combining Christian theology and doctrines with esoteric concepts.[19]

Giovanni Pico della Mirandola's Apologia ("Apologia J. Pici Mirandolani, Concordiae comitis" published in 1489)
states that there are two types of "magic", which are theurgy (divine magic), and goetia (demonic magic). These
disciplines were explained as the "Operation of the Stars", just as alchemy was the "Operation of the Sun", and
astrology the "Operation of the Moon." Kabbalah was also an active discipline. Esoteric Christian practitioners might
practice these forms or traditions, which made them adepts, alchemists, astrologists, and Hermetic Qabalists, while
still being Esoteric Christian practitioners of a passive discipline which helped them better use the "mystery
knowledge" they gained from the elite, or Higher Beings.
In the 16th and 17th centuries this was followed up by the development of Theosophy and Rosicrucianism.[20] The
Behmenist movements also developed around this time, as did Freemasonry.

Modern forms
Many modern Esoteric Christian movements acknowledge reincarnation among their beliefs, as well as a complex
energetic structure for the human being (such as etheric body, astral body, mental body and causal body). These
movements point out the need of an inner spiritual work which will lead to the renewal of the human person
according to the Pauline sense. Rudolf Steiner and Max Heindel gave several spiritual exercises in their writings to
help the evolution of the follower. In the same direction are Tommaso Palamidessi's writings, which aim at
developing ascetic techniques and meditations. In Bulgaria Peter Deunov opened an Esoteric Christian School,
which he called School of the Universal White Brotherhood. It consisted of two classes of students and had 22
school years. George Gurdjieff called his teaching The Fourth WayÄthe way of conscience, whereby the student
learns to work with and transform the negativity and suffering of oneÇs ordinary life to come to real life (ÑLife is real
only then, when I Am.Ö). According to all of these esoteric scholars, the ensemble of these techniques (often related
with Eastern meditation practices such as chakra meditation or visualization) will lead to salvation and to the total
renewal of the human being. This process usually implies the constitution of a spiritual body apt to the experience of
resurrection (and therefore called, in Christian terms, resurrection body).[21] [22] [23] Some Esoteric Christians today
also incorporate New Age and traditional "magical" practices in their beliefs, such as Qabalah, theurgy, goetia,
alchemy, astrology, and hermetism.[24]
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Pythagoreanism

Bust of Pythagoras

Pythagoreanism is a term used for the esoteric and metaphysical beliefs
held by Pythagoras and his followers, the Pythagoreans, who were
considerably influenced by mathematics. Pythagoreanism originated in the
5th century BCE and greatly influenced Platonism. Later revivals of
Pythagorean doctrines led to what is now called Neopythagoreanism.

Two schools

According to tradition, Pythagoreanism developed at some point into two
separate schools of thought, the mathímatikoi µêõíèêãÑ®äÑ ("learners")
and the akousmatikoi à®äöÉèêãÑ®äÑ, ("listeners"). The mathímatikoi were
supposed to have extended and developed the more mathematical and
scientific work begun by Pythagoras, while the akousmatikoi focused on
the more religious and ritualistic aspects of his teachings. The akousmatikoi
claimed that the mathímatikoi were not genuinely Pythagorean, but
followers of the "renegade" Pythagorean Hippasus. The mathímatikoi, on
the other hand, allowed that the akousmatikoi were Pythagorean, but felt that their own group was more
representative of Pythagoras.[1]

Natural philosophy

Pythagoreans celebrate sunrise by Fyodor Bronnikov

Pythagorean thought was dominated
by mathematics, but it was also
profoundly mystical. In the area of
cosmology there is less agreement
about what Pythagoras himself actually
taught, but most scholars believe that
the Pythagorean idea of the
transmigration of the soul is too central
to have been added by a later follower
of Pythagoras. The Pythagorean
conception of substance, on the other
hand, is of unknown origin, partly
because various accounts of his
teachings are conflicting. The
Pythagorean account actually begins
with Anaximander's teaching that the ultimate substance of things is "the boundless," or what Anaximander called
the "apeiron." The Pythagorean account holds that it is only through the notion of the "limit" that the "boundless"
takes form.

Pythagoras wrote nothing down, and relying on the writings of Parmenides, Empedocles, Philolaus and Plato (people 
either considered Pythagoreans, or whose works are thought deeply indebted to Pythagoreanism) results in a very 
diverse picture in which it is difficult to ascertain what the common unifying Pythagorean themes were. Relying on 
Philolaus, whom most scholars agree is highly representative of the Pythagorean school, one has a very intricate 
picture. Aristotle explains how the Pythagoreans (by which he meant the circle around Philolaus) developed
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Anaximander's ideas about the apeiron and the peiron, the unlimited and limited, by writing that:
... for they [the Pythagoreans] plainly say that when the one had been constructed, whether out of planes or of
surface or of seed or of elements which they cannot express, immediately the nearest part of the unlimited
began to be drawn in and limited by the limit.

Continuing with the Pythagoreans:
The Pythagoreans, too, held that void exists, and that it enters the heaven from the unlimited breath Å it, so to
speak, breathes in void. The void distinguishes the natures of things, since it is the thing that separates and
distinguishes the successive terms in a series. This happens in the first case of numbers; for the void
distinguishes their nature.

When the apeiron is inhaled by the peiron it causes separation, which also apparently means that it "separates and
distinguishes the successive terms in a series." Instead of an undifferentiated whole we have a living whole of
inter-connected parts separated by "void" between them. This inhalation of the apeiron is also what makes the world
mathematical, not just possible to describe using maths, but truly mathematical since it shows numbers and reality to
be upheld by the same principle. Both the continuum of numbers (that is yet a series of successive terms, separated
by void) and the field of reality, the cosmos Ä both are a play of emptiness and form, apeiron and peiron. What
really sets this apart from Anaximander's original ideas is that this play of apeiron and peiron must take place
according to harmonia (harmony), about which Stobaeus commentated:

About nature and harmony this is the position. The being of the objects, being eternal, and nature itself admit
of divine, not human, knowledge Å except that it was not possible for any of the things that exist and are
known by us to have come into being, without there existing the being of those things from which the universe
was composed, the limited and the unlimited. And since these principles existed being neither alike nor of the
same kind, it would have been impossible for them to be ordered into a universe if harmony had not
supervened Å in whatever manner this came into being. Things that were alike and of the same kind had no
need of harmony, but those that were unlike and not of the same kind and of unequal order Å it was necessary
for such things to have been locked together by harmony, if they are to be held together in an ordered universe.

A musical scale presupposes an unlimited continuum of pitches, which must be limited in some way in order for a
scale to arise. The crucial point is that not just any set of limiters will do. One may not simply choose pitches at
random along the continuum and produce a scale that will be musically pleasing. The diatonic scale, also known as
"Pythagorean," is such that the ratio of the highest to the lowest pitch is 2:1, which produces the interval of an
octave. That octave is in turn divided into a fifth and a fourth, which have the ratios of 3:2 and 4:3 respectively and
which, when added, make an octave. If we go up a fifth from the lowest note in the octave and then up a fourth from
there, we will reach the upper note of the octave. Finally the fifth can be divided into three whole tones, each
corresponding to the ratio of 9:8 and a remainder with a ratio of 256:243 and the fourth into two whole tones with
the same remainder. This is a good example of a concrete applied use of PhilolausÇ reasoning. In Philolaus' terms the
fitting together of limiters and unlimiteds involves their combination in accordance with ratios of numbers
(harmony). Similarly the cosmos and the individual things in the cosmos do not arise by a chance combination of
limiters and unlimiteds; the limiters and unlimiteds must be fitted together in a "pleasing" (harmonic) way in
accordance with number for an order to arise.
This teaching was recorded by Philolaus' pupil Archytas in a lost work entitled On Harmonics or On Mathematics,
and this is the influence that can be traced in Plato. Plato's pupil Aristotle made a distinction in his Metaphysics
between Pythagoreans and "so-called" Pythagoreans. He also recorded the Table of Opposites, and commented that
it might be due to Alcmaeon of the medical school at Croton, who defined health as a harmony of the elements in the
body.
After attacks on the Pythagorean meeting-places at Croton, the movement dispersed, but regrouped in Tarentum,
also in Southern Italy. A collection of Pythagorean writings on ethics collected by Taylor show a creative response to
the troubles.
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The legacy of Pythagoras, Socrates and Plato was claimed by the wisdom tradition of the Hellenized Jews of
Alexandria, on the ground that their teachings derived from those of Moses. Through Philo of Alexandria this
tradition passed into the Medieval culture, with the idea that groups of things of the same number are related or in
sympathy. This idea evidently influenced Hegel in his concept of internal relations.
The ancient Pythagorean pentagram was drawn with two points up and represented the doctrine of Pentemychos.
Pentemychos means "five recesses" or "five chambers," also known as the pentagonas Ä the five-angle, and was the
title of a work written by Pythagoras' teacher and friend Pherecydes of Syros.[2]

Cosmology

The Monad was a symbol referred by the Greek
philosophers as "The First," "The Seed," "The

Essence," "The Builder," and "The Foundation"

The Pythagoreans are known for their theory of the transmigration of
souls, and also for their theory that numbers constitute the true nature
of things. They performed purification rites and followed and
developed various rules of living which they believed would enable
their souls to achieve a higher rank among the gods. Much of their
mysticism concerning the soul seems inseparable from the Orphic
tradition. The Orphics included various purifactory rites and practices
as well as incubatory rites of descent into the underworld. Apart from
being linked with this, Pythagoras is also closely linked with
Pherecydes of Syros, the man ancient commentators tend to credit as
the first Greek to teach a transmigration of souls. Ancient
commentators agree that Pherekydes was Pythagoras's most "intimate"
teacher. Pherecydes expounded his teaching on the soul in terms of a
pentemychos ("five-nooks," or "five hidden cavities") Ä the most
likely origin of the Pythagorean use of the pentagram, used by them as
a symbol of recognition among members and as a symbol of inner health (eugieia Eudaimonia).

"Wheel of Birth" and scientific contemplation
The Pythagoreans believed that a release from the "wheel of birth" was possible. They followed the Orphic traditions
and practices to purify the soul but at the same time they suggested a deeper idea of what such a purification might
be. Aristoxenus said that music was used to purify the soul just like medicine was used to purge the body. But in
addition to this, Pythagoreans distinguished three kinds of lives: Theoretic, Practical and Apolautic. Pythagoras is
said to have used the example of Olympic games to distinguish between these three kind of lives. Pythagoras
suggests that the lowest class of people who come to the games are the people who come to buy or sell. The next
higher class comprises people who come to participate in the games. And the highest class contains people who
simply come to look on. Thus Pythagoras suggests that the highest purification of a life is in pure contemplation. It is
the philosopher who contemplates about science and mathematics who is released from the "cycle of birth." The pure
mathematician's life is, according to Pythagoras, the life at the highest plane of existence.[3] [4]

Thus the root of mathematics and scientific pursuits in Pythagoreanism is also based on a spiritual desire to free
oneself from the cycle of birth and death. It is this contemplation about the world that forms the greatest virtue in
Pythagorean philosophy.
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Vegetarianism
The Pythagoreans were well-known in antiquity for their vegetarianism, which they practised for religious, ethical
and ascetic reasons, in particular the idea of metempsychosis - the transmigration of souls into the bodies of other
animals.[5] "Pythagorean diet" was a common name for the abstention from eating meat and fish, until the coining of
"vegetarian" in the nineteenth century.[6]

The Pythagorean code further restricted the diet of its followers, prohibiting the consumption or even touching of
any sort of bean. It is probable that this is due to their belief in the soul, and the fact that beans obviously showed the
potential for life. Some, for example Cicero,[7] say perhaps the flatulence beans cause, perhaps as protection from
potential favism, perhaps because they resemble the genitalia,[8] but most likely for magico-religious reasons,[9] such
as the belief that beans and human beings were created from the same material.[10] Most stories of Pythagoras'
murder revolve around his aversion to beans. According to legend, enemies of the Pythagoreans set fire to
Pythagoras' house, sending the elderly man running toward a bean field, where he halted, declaring that he would
rather die than enter the field - whereupon his pursuers slit his throat.[11]

Views on women
Women were given equal opportunity to study as Pythagoreans, and learned practical domestic skills in addition to
philosophy.[12] Women were held to be different from men, but sometimes in good ways.[12] The priestess,
philosopher and mathematician Themistoclea is regarded as Pythagoras' teacher; Theano, Damo and Melissa as
female disciples. Pythagoras is also said to have preached that men and women ought not to have sex during the
summer, holding that winter was the appropriate time.[13]

Neopythagoreanism
Neopythagoreanism was a revival in the 2nd century BCÄ2nd century AD period of various ideas traditionally
associated with the followers of Pythagoras, the Pythagoreans. Notable Neopythagoreans include first century
Apollonius of Tyana and Moderatus of Gades. Middle and Neo-Platonists such as Numenius and Plotinus also
showed some Neopythagorean influence.
They emphasized the distinction between the soul and the body. God must be worshipped spiritually by prayer and
the will to be good. The soul must be freed from its material surroundings by an ascetic habit of life. Bodily
pleasures and all sensuous impulses must be abandoned as detrimental to the spiritual purity of the soul. God is the
principle of good; Matter the groundwork of Evil. The non-material universe was regarded as the sphere of mind or
spirit.[14]

In 1915, a subterranean basilica where 1st century Neo-Pythagoreans held their meetings was discovered near Porta
Maggiore on Via Praenestina, Rome. The groundplan shows a basilica with three naves and an apse similar to early
Christian basilicas that did not appear until much later, in the 4th century. The vaults are decorated with white
stuccoes symbolizing Neopythagorean beliefs but its exact meaning remains a subject of debate.[15]

Influences
á The Pythagorean idea that whole numbers and harmonic (euphonic) sounds are intimately connected in music,

must have been well known to lute-player and maker Vincenzo Galilei, father of Galileo Galilei. While possibly
following Pythagorean modes of thinking, Vincenzo is known to have discovered a new mathematical
relationship between string tension and pitch, thus suggesting a generalization of the idea that music and musical
instruments can be mathematically quantified and described. This may have paved the way to his son's crucial
insight that all physical phenomena may be described quantitatively in mathematical language (as physical
"laws"), thus beginning and defining the era of modern physics.
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á Pythagoreanism has had a clear and obvious influence on the texts found in the hermetica corpus and thus flows
over into hermeticism, gnosticism and alchemy.

á The Pythagorean cosmology also inspired the Arabic gnostic Monoimus to combine this system with monism and
other things to form his own cosmology.

á The pentagram (five-pointed star) was an important religious symbol used by the Pythagoreans, which is often
seen as being related to the elements theorized by Empedocles to comprise all matter.

á The Pythagorean school doubtless had a monumental impact on the development of numerology and number
mysticism, an influence that still resonates today. For example, it is from the Pythagoreans that the number 3
acquires its modern reputation as the noblest of all digits.[16]

á The Pythagoreans were advised to "speak the truth in all situations," which Pythagoras said he learned from the
Magi of Babylon.
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Theosophy
This article is about the philosophy introduced by Helena Petrovna Blavatsky in association with Ascended
Masters. See Theosophy (history of philosophy) for other uses.

Emblem of the Theosophical Society (Adyar)
described at[1]

Theosophy is a doctrine of religious philosophy and mysticism.
Theosophy holds that all religions are attempts by the Occult
Brotherhood to help humanity in evolving to greater perfection, and
that each religion therefore has a portion of the truth. The founding
members, Helena Petrovna Blavatsky (1831Å1891), Henry Steel Olcott
(1832Å1907), and William Quan Judge (1851Å1896), established the
Theosophical Society in New York City in 1875. Rudolf Steiner
created a successful branch of the Theosophical Society in Germany
and eventually in 1913 founded his own successor, the
Anthroposophical Society.

Etymology

Blavatsky addressed the name in the beginning of The Key to
Theosophy:

It comes to us from the Alexandrian philosophers, called lovers of truth, Philaletheians, from phil "loving,"
and aletheia "truth." The name Theosophy dates from the third century of our era, and began with Ammonius
Saccas and his disciples, who started the Eclectic Theosophical system.

Theosophy, literally "god-wisdom" (Greek: õåäÉäü¡ê theosophia), designated several bodies of ideas predating
Blavatsky:
The term appeared in Neoplatonism. Porphyry De Abstinentia (4.9) mentioned "Greek and Chaldean theosophy",
RççíÅÑ®ì, @êç±êS®Ç õåäÉäü¡ê. The adjective õå¿ÉäüäÖ "wise in divine things" was applied by Iamblichus (De
mysteriis 7.1) to the gymnosophists (ÙöèÅäÉäüÑÉãê¡), i.e. the Indian yogis or sadhus.
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The term was used during the Renaissance to refer to the spiritually oriented thought and works of a number of
philosophers, including: Cornelius Agrippa, Paracelsus, Robert Fludd, and, especially, Jakob Bªhme; the work of
these early theosophists influenced the Enlightenment theologian Emanuel Swedenborg and philosopher Franz von
Baader.
The Oxford English Dictionary defines theosophy as: "Any system of speculation which bases the knowledge of
nature upon that of the divine nature", and in particular with reference to Bªhme.

The three objectives
The three declared objectives of the original Theosophical Society as established by Blavatsky, Judge and Olcott
were as follows:
á First Ä To form a nucleus of the Universal Brotherhood of Humanity, without distinction of race, creed, sex,

caste, or color.
á Second Ä To encourage the study of Comparative Religion, Philosophy, and Science.
á Third Ä To investigate the unexplained laws of Nature and the powers latent in man."[2]

Some might however dispute whether these were the original ones. Especially when one reads the original Preamble
for the Society in the reference given here: (Preamble of the T.S. Dated October 30, 1875 - reprinted in The
Theosophical Forum, October 1947, pp.Ø582Ä7)[3]

Another reference is this one from Blavatsky Collected Writings in an article by the Co-founder H. P. Blavatsky,
published 1888 titled: "ORIGINAL PROGRAMMEÉ MANUSCRIPT"[4]

Basic Theosophical beliefs

A non-dogmatic and non-sectarian Society
According to the Constitution of the Theosophical Society in the period 1875-1891 we find the following in the
Constitution of January 1891: "No Fellow, Officer, or Council of the Theosophical Society, or of any Section or
Branch thereof, shall promulgate or maintain any doctrine as being that advanced, or advocated by the Society. "[5]

So one might say, that each member of the Theosophical Society forwarded their very own views, and they did not
forward them on behalf of the Theosophical Society, a Society against dogmas and sectarian behaviour. More info on
this in the last reference.[6]

The below words about various beliefs among the Theosophists are only correct so far as they have been given by
some of the members of the Theosophical Society is concerned. Those who did not follow such philosophical views
as the below were free as members of the original Theosophical Society in 1875-1891. This was however changed
somewhere after the year 1891 among many of the later offshoot branches and break-away groups, - and according
to some also within the Theosophical Society itself, when affiliated branch the Order of the Star in the East was
formulated around the year 1910 or 1911 and later.

Evolution and Race
Theosophists believe that selflessness and traditional virtues, lead people ever closer to their Divine Nature. Planets,
solar systems, galaxies, and the cosmos itself are regarded as conscious entities, fulfilling their own evolutionary
paths. The spiritual units of consciousness in the universe are the Monads, which may manifest as angels, human
beings or in various other forms. According to Blavatsky, the Monad is the reincarnating unit of the human soul,
consisting of the two highest of the seven constituent parts of the human soul. All beings, regardless of stature or
complexity, are informed by such a Monad.
Theosophical writings propose that human civilizations, like all other parts of the universe, develop cyclically 
through seven stages. Blavatsky posited that the whole humanity, and indeed every reincarnating human monad,
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evolves through a series of seven "Root Races". Thus in the first age, humans were pure spirit; in the second age,
they were sexless beings inhabiting the now lost continent of Hyperborea; in the third age the giant Lemurians were
informed by spiritual impulses endowing them with human consciousness and sexual reproduction. Modern humans
finally developed on the continent of Atlantis. Since Atlantis was the nadir of the cycle, the present fifth age is a time
of reawakening humanity's psychic gifts. Blavatsky said: "these two other senses on the ascending arc be on the
same respective planes as hearing and touch", or perhaps rather intuition and telepathy as the reference seems to
say.[7] [8] The term psychic here really means the realization of the permeability of consciousness as it had not been
known earlier in evolution, although sensed by some more sensitive individuals of our species. Blavatsky mentioned
the psychic to be "the super-ethereal or connecting link between matter and pure spirit, and the physical."[9]

Blavatsky suggested that most of present day humanity belongs to the fifth root race, the Aryans,[10] which originally
developed on Atlantis.[11] It was her belief that the older races will eventually die out, as the fifth rootrace in time
will be replaced by the more advanced peoples of the sixth root race which is set to develop on the reemerging
Lemurian continent.[12]

Blavatsky claimed that "The occult doctrine admits of no such divisions as the Aryan and the Semite, accepting even
the Turanian with ample reservations. The Semites, especially the Arabs, are later AryansÄdegenerate in spirituality
and perfected in materiality."[13] However, this statement was not made in a spirit of attacking any ethnicity.(The
Key to Theosophy, p.£209: "St. Paul said," etc.) In fact, one of the main purposes of the Theosophical Society was
"To form a nucleus of the universal brotherhood of humanity without distinction of race, creed, sex, caste, or
colour."[14] [15] (see above at The Three Objects)
Guido von List (and his followers such as Lanz von Liebenfels) later took up some of Blavatsky's theories, mixing
them with nationalism to formulate Ariosophy, a precursor of nazism. Ariosophy emphasized intellectual expositions
of racial evolution. The Thule Society was one of several German occult groups drawing on Ariosophy to preach
Aryan supremacy. It provides a direct link between occult racial theories and the racial ideology of Hitler and the
emerging Nazi party."[16]

The Septenary
Theosophists opine that the most material of the vestures of the Soul are interpenetrated by the particles of the more
subtle vesture. For example they claim that -The "Sthula-Sarira" or most material body, is, as science is aware,
mostly space at its atomic level (as all matter is known to be), and these interstitial spaces are inhabited by those
subtler particles of the Astral Body or Linga sarira, and so on for the other more energy-like envelopes of the Soul.
The important thing about this interpenetration of each sheath, is that we see the inner person as a fluid and unbroken
continuity, although varying in density/flexibility and energy and therefore more and more susceptible to the behest
of the Real Person - the Soul/Higher Self since they are less and less encumbered by material boundaries. Perhaps
the image of a suspension or colloid in chemistry is an apt perspective. And since matter is merely the material
counterpart of consciousness (ultimately our aspect being pure consciousness), this interpenetration of sheaths allows
for consciousness to interpenetrate Man's nature and explains how we are sensitive to what we think of as external
stimuli, through the five senses. Theosophy, as well as many other esoteric groups and occult societies, claims in
their esoteric cosmology that the universe is ordered by the number seven. The reincarnating consciousness of the
monad utilizes spirit/matter forms in seven bodies:
á The first body is called sthula-sarira (Sanskrit, from sthula meaning coarse, gross, not refined, heavy, bulky, fat

in the sense of bigness, conditioned and differentiated matter + sarira to moulder, waste away). A gross body,
impermanent because of its wholly compounded character. The physical body is usually considered as the lowest
substance-principle. The physical form is the result of the harmonious co-working on the physical plane of forces
and faculties streaming through their astral vehicle or linga-sarira, the pattern or model of the physical body.

á The second body is called Linga-Sarira, (Sanskrit, from linga meaning characteristic mark, model, pattern + 
sarira, from the verbal root sri to moulder, waste away). A pattern or model that is impermanent; the model-body
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or astral body, only slightly more ethereal than the physical body. It is the astral model around which the physical
body is built, and from which the physical body flows or develops as growth proceeds.

á The third body is prana (Sanskrit, from pra before + the verbal root an to breathe, to live). In theosophy, the
breath of life. This life or prana works on, in, and around us, pulsating unceasingly during the term of physical
existence. Prana is "the radiating force or Energy of Atma -- as the Universal Life and the One Self -- its lower or
rather (in its effects) more physical, because manifesting, aspect. Prana or Life permeates the whole being of the
objective Universe; and is called a 'principle' only because it is an indispensable factor and the deus ex machina of
the living man."

á The fourth principle is kïma (Sanskrit, from the verbal root kam meaning to desire). Desire; the desire principle is
the driving, impelling force. Born from the interaction of atman, buddhi, and manas, kama per se is a colourless
force, good or bad according to the way the mind and soul use it. It is the seat of the living electrical impulses,
desires, and aspirations, considered in their energetic aspect.

á The fifth principle is manas (Sanskrit, from the verbal root man meaning to think). The seat of mentation and
egoic consciousness; in humanity Manas is the human person, the reincarnating ego, immortal in essence,
enduring in its higher aspects through the entire manvantara. When embodied, manas is dual, gravitating toward
buddhi in its higher aspects and in its lower aspects toward kama. The first is intuitive mind, the second the
animal, ratiocinative consciousness, the lower mentality and passions of the personality.

á The sixth principle or vehicle is Buddhi (Sanskrit, from the verbal root budh to awaken, enlighten, know). The
vehicle of pure, universal spirit, hence an inseparable garment or vehicle of atman, which is, in its essence, of the
highest plane of akasa or alaya. In man buddhi is the spiritual soul, the faculty of discriminating, the channel
through which streams divine inspiration from the atman to the ego, and therefore that faculty which enables us to
discern between good and evil: spiritual conscience. The qualities of the buddhic principle when awakened are
higher judgment, instant understanding, discrimination, intuition, love that has no bounds, and consequent
universal forgiveness.

á The seventh is called Atman (Sanskrit). Self; pure consciousness, that cosmic self which is the same in every
dweller on this globe and on every one of the planetary or stellar bodies in space. It is the feeling and knowledge
of "I am," pure cognition, the abstract idea of self. It does not differ at all throughout the cosmos except in degree
of self-recognition. It may also be considered as the First Logos in the human microcosm. During incarnation the
lowest aspects of atman take on attributes, because it is linked with buddhi, as the buddhi is linked with manas, as
the manas is linked with kama, etc.

See: Encyclopedic Theosophic Glossary [17]

History

Original usage
Theosophists trace the origin of Theosophy to the universal striving for spiritual knowledge that existed in all
cultures. It is found in an unbroken chain in India but existed in ancient Greece and is hinted in the writings of Plato
(427-347 BCE), Plotinus (204-270) and other neo-Platonists, as well as Jakob Boehme (1575Å1624). Some relevant
quotations:

...we are imprisoned in the body, like an oyster in his shell.

Ä The Socrates of Plato, Phaedrus

To the philosopher, the body is "a disturbing element, hindering the soul from the acquisition of knowledge..."

...what is purification but...the release of the soul from the chains of the body?

Ä The Socrates of Plato, Phaedo
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The Theosophical Society
Modern Theosophical esotericism, however, begins with Helena Petrovna Blavatsky (1831Å1891) usually known as
Madame Blavatsky. In 1875 she founded the Theosophical Society in New York City together with Henry Steel
Olcott, who was a lawyer and writer. During the Civil War Col. Olcott worked to root out corruption in war
contracts. Blavatsky was a world traveler who eventually settled in India where, with Olcott, she established the
headquarters of the Society in Bangalore. Her first major book Isis Unveiled (1877) presented elements mainly from
the Western wisdom tradition based on her extensive travels in Asia, Europe and the Middle East. Her second major
work The Secret Doctrine (1888), contains a commentary on The Book of Dzyan, and is based upon what she called
an Unwritten Secret Doctrine (really the Wisdom tradition or Wisdom Religion allotted to Man), which is described
as the underlying basis of all the religions of humanity. These writings, along with her Key to Theosophy and The
Voice of the Silence are key texts.
Upon Blavatsky's death in 1891, several Theosophical societies emerged following a series of schisms. Annie Besant
became leader in a way of the society based in Adyar, Chennai, India. Subsequent leaders of the Adyar Society
include George Arundale, C. Jinarajadasa, Nilakanta Sri Ram, and the current President, Radha Burnier. William
Quan Judge split off the American Section of the Theosophical Society in New York which later moved to Point
Loma, Covina, and Pasadena, California under a series of leaders: Katherine Tingley, Gottfried de Purucker, Colonel
Arthur L. Conger, James A. Long, Grace F. Knoche, and in March 2006 Randell C. Grubb. The great pulp fiction
writer Talbot Mundy was a member of the Point Loma group, and wrote many articles for its newsletter. Yet another
international theosophical organization, the United Lodge of Theosophists, was formed by Robert Crosbie. He was a
student of William Quan Judge and after his death went to Point Loma in 1900 to help Katherine Tingley's
Thesosphical society, and which he left in 1904 to found the ULT in 1909. He experienced a lack of respect for the
original work of Blavatsky and W. Q. Judge in Tingley's work and wished to bring that original stream of study back
to the world, through a re-presentation of unaltered original writings.
A great Theosophist of recent times was Geoffrey Hodson (1886Å1983). He worked within the confines of the Adyar
Society and demonstrated by his life and work that the ancient Path of Discipleship and Initiation is as accessible
today as it ever was in the ancient world. A recently revised webite on Mr. Hodson's life and work has been
published at http:/ / www. geoffreyhodson. com.
Rudolf Steiner created a successful branch of the Theosophical Society in Germany. He focused on a Western
esoteric path that incorporated the influences of Christianity and natural science, resulting in tensions with Annie
Besant (cf. Rudolf Steiner and the Theosophical Society); these were seriously exacerbated by Steiner refusing
members of the Order of the Star of the East membership in the Theosophical Society's German Section. Steiner was
vehemently opposed to The Order of the Star of the East's proclamation that the young boy, Jiddu Krishnamurti, was
the incarnation of Maitreya (who was believed to have "over-shadowed" Jesus Christ). (Krishnamurti later
repudiated this role and left the Society to pursue an independent career of spiritual teaching.) In 1913 Steiner
founded his own Anthroposophical Society; the great majority of German-speaking theosophists joined the new
society, which grew rapidly. Steiner later became most famous for his ideas about education, resulting in an
international network of "Steiner Schools", also known as Waldorf schools. Other influences of anthroposophical
thought include biodynamic agriculture, anthroposophic medicine and the acting techniques of Michael Chekhov.
Charles Howard Hinton, a prominent British intellectual, also wrote extensively about Theosophy. After the death of
William Quan Judge, another society, the United Lodge of Theosophists, emerged, recognizing no leader after
Judge; it is now based in Los Angeles, California.
Other organizations loosely based on the theosophical teachings of Helena Blavatsky, Besant and Leadbeater include 
the Agni Yoga, and a group of religions based on Theosophy called the Ascended Master Teachings: the "I AM" 
Activity, The Bridge to Freedom and The Summit Lighthouse, which evolved into the Church Universal and 
Triumphant. These various offshoots dispute the authenticity of their rivals. Thus followers of the United Lodge of 
Theosophists will claim that only " the Writings of HPB, William Quan Judge and Robert Crosbie can be trusted to
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contain unadulterated concepts and ethical direction."

Influence
At its strongest in membership and intensity during the 1920s the parent Theosophical Society (or Theosophical
Society Adyar) had around 7,000 members in the USA. [18] The largest section of The Theosophical Society, the
Indian section, at one time had more than 20,000 members, is now around 13,000. In the last several decades, there
was a steady increase in membership in India, whereas outside India, the membership has been dropping. In the US,
the current membership is around 3,900 which is about the same as it was in 1913, over ninety years ago.[19]

Theosophy or some say Neo-Theosophy was closely linked to the Indian independence movement: the Indian
National Congress was founded across the street in 1885 during a Theosophical conference, and many of its leaders,
including M. K. Gandhi were associated with theosophy.
The present-day New Age movement is to a considerable extent based on, or rather say derived from, the teachings
of Blavatsky, though some writers have described Alice Bailey as the founder of the "New Age movement".[20]

However, the term was used prior to Bailey; a weekly Journal of Christian liberalism and Socialism called The New
Age was published as early as 1894.[21] James R. Lewis and J. Gordon Melton, in Perspectives on the New Age
wrote, "The most importantÄthough certainly not the onlyÄsource of this transformative metaphor, as well as the
term "New Age," was Theosophy, particularly as the Theosophical perspective was mediated to the movement by the
works of Alice Bailey."[22] Alice Bailey has also strongly influenced the teachings of Benjamin Creme.
Scholar Alvin Boyd Kuhn wrote his thesis, Theosophy: A Modern Revival of Ancient Wisdom, on the subject -
perhaps the first instance in which an individual has been "permitted" by any modern American or European
university to obtain his doctorate with a thesis on Theosophy.[23]

Artists and authors who investigated Theosophy, aside from the musicians listed below, include James Jones[24] and
L. Frank Baum.
Some prominent Hindu leaders, such as Swami Vivekananda criticized Theosophy.[25]

Music
Composers such as Alexander Scriabin were Theosophists whose beliefs influenced their music, especially by
providing a justification or rationale for their dissonant counterpoint. According to Dane Rudhyar, Scriabin was "the
one great pioneer of the new music of a reborn Western civilization, the father of the future musician." (Rudhyar
1926b, 899) and an antidote to "the Latin reactionaries and their apostle, Stravinsky" and the "rule-ordained" music
of "Schoenberg's group." (Ibid., 900-901) Scriabin devised a quartal synthetic chord, often called his "mystic" chord,
and before his death Scriabin planned a multimedia work to be performed in the Himalayas that would bring about
the armageddon; "a grandiose religious synthesis of all arts which would herald the birth of a new world." (AMG[26]

). This piece, Mysterium, was never realized, due to his death in 1915.
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Thomas the Apostle

Saint Thomas the Apostle

"The Incredulity of St Thomas" by Caravaggio
Apostle

Born 1st century ADGalilee

Died 21 December 72Mylapore, India [1] [2]

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church
Assyrian Church of the East
Eastern Orthodox Church
Anglican Communion
Lutheran Church
Respected and honored in Protestant Churches

Canonized Pre-Congregation

Feast July 3 (Roman Catholic Church's Latin, Syriac and Syro-Malabar components, but 21 December in the pre-1970 Roman
Calendar)[3]

21 December (Episcopal Church USA)
26 Pashons (Coptic Orthodox Church)
Thomas Sunday (the 1st Sunday after Easter, October 6, and June 30 Synaxis of the Apostles) (Eastern Orthodox Church)

Attributes The Twin, placing his finger in the side of Christ, spear (means of martyrdom), square (his profession, a builder)

Patronage Architects, Builders, India, and others.[4]

Thomas the Apostle, also called Doubting Thomas or Didymus (meaning "Twin") was one of the Twelve Apostles
of Jesus. He is best known for disbelieving Jesus' resurrection when first told of it, then proclaiming "My Lord and
my God" on seeing Jesus in John£20:28. He was perhaps the only Apostle who went outside the Roman Empire to
preach the Gospel. He is also believed to have crossed the largest area, which includes the Parthian Empire and
India.[5]
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Thomas in the Gospel of John
Thomas speaks in the Gospel of John. In John£11:16, when Lazarus has just died, the apostles don't want to go back
to Judea, where Jesus' fellow Jews had attempted to stone him to death. Thomas says bravely: "Let us also go, that
we might die with him" (NIV).

Andrea del Verrocchio's sculpture showing the
incredulity of St. Thomas.

In Thomas' best known appearance in the New Testament, [Jn.£20:24-29]

he doubts the resurrection of Jesus and demands to touch Jesus'
wounds before being convinced. Caravaggio's painting, The Incredulity
of Saint Thomas (illustration above), depicts this scene. This story is
the origin of the term Doubting Thomas. After seeing Jesus alive,
Thomas exclaimed, "My Lord and my God!".[6]

Name and identity

There is disagreement and uncertainty as to the identity of Saint
Thomas.

Twin and its renditions

á The Greek Didymus : in the Gospel of John.[11:16] [20:24] Thomas is
more specifically identified as "Thomas, also called the Twin
(Didymus)".

á The Aramaic Tau'ma: the name "Thomas" itself comes from the
Aramaic word for twin: T'oma (ö÷çê÷).

Other names

The Nag Hammadi "sayings" Gospel of Thomas begins: "These are the
secret sayings that the living Jesus spoke and Didymos Judas Thomas recorded." Syrian tradition also states that the
apostle's full name was Thomas. Some have seen in the Acts of Thomas (written in east Syria in the early 3rd
century, or perhaps as early as the first half of the 2nd century) an identification of Saint Thomas with the apostle
Judas brother of James, better known in English as Jude. However, the first sentence of the Acts follows the Gospels
and the Acts of the Apostles in distinguishing the apostle Thomas and the apostle Judas son of James. Few texts
identify Thomas' other twin, though in the Book of Thomas the Contender, part of the Nag Hammadi library, it is
said to be Jesus himself: "Now, since it has been said that you are my twin and true companion, examine
yourselfÉ"[7] [8]
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St. Thomas depicted in stone, St. Thomas Roman
Catholic Church, Hyde Park, Chicago.

Veneration as a saint

When the feast of Saint Thomas was inserted in the Roman calendar in
the 9th century, it was assigned to 21 December, although the
Martyrology of St Jerome had a mention of the Apostle on 3 July, the
date to which the Roman celebration was transferred in 1969, so that it
would no longer interfere with the major ferial days of Advent.[9] 3
July was the day on which his relics were translated from Mylapore, a
place along the coast of the Marina Beach, Chennai in India to the city
of Edessa in Mesopotamia. Roman Catholics who follow a pre-1970
calendar and many Anglicans (including members of the Episcopal
Church as well as members of the Church of England who worship
according to the 1662 edition of the Book of Common Prayer[10] ) still
celebrate his feast day on 21 December.

In addition, the Eastern Orthodox and Byzantine Catholic churches
celebrate his feast day on October 6 (for those churches which follow
the traditional Julian Calendar, October 6 currently falls on October 19
of the modern Gregorian Calendar). He is also commemorated in common with all of the other apostles on June 30
(July 13), in a feast called the Synaxis of the Holy Apostles. He is also associated with the "Arabian" (or "Arapet")
icon of the Theotokos (Mother of God), which is commemorated on September 6 (September 19).

Later history

Thomas and the Assumption of Mary
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St. Thomas receiving the Virgin Mary's girdle from
heaven.

According to The Passing of Mary, a text attributed to Joseph of
Arimathaea,[11] Thomas was the only witness of the Assumption of
Mary into heaven. The other apostles were miraculously transported
to Jerusalem to witness her death. Thomas was left in India, but
after her burial he was transported to her tomb, where he witnessed
her bodily assumption into heaven, from which she dropped her
girdle. In an inversion of the story of Thomas' doubts, the other
apostles are skeptical of Thomas' story until they see the empty
tomb and the girdle.[12] Thomas' receipt of the girdle is commonly
depicted in medieval and pre-Tridentine Renaissance art.[13] [14]

Thomas and Syria

"Judas, who is also called Thomas" (Eusebius, H.E. 13.12) has a
role in the legend of king Abgar of Edessa (Urfa), for having sent
Thaddaeus to preach in Edessa after the Ascension (Eusebius,
Historia ecclesiae 1.13; III.1; Ephrem the Syrian also recounts this
legend.) In the 4th century the martyrium erected over his burial
place brought pilgrims to Edessa. In the 380s, Egeria described her
visit in a letter she sent to her community of nuns at home
(Itineraria Egeriae):

"we arrived at Edessa in the Name of Christ our God, and, on
our arrival, we straightway repaired to the church and memorial of saint Thomas. There, according to custom,
prayers were made and the other things that were customary in the holy places were done; we read also some
things concerning saint Thomas himself. The church there is very great, very beautiful and of new
construction, well worthy to be the house of God, and as there was much that I desired to see, it was necessary
for me to make a three days' stay there."

Thomas and India
The present pope is categorical that St Thomas never came anywhere near India. Indian Christians are adamant that
he came to India. Truth seems to hide somewhere in between. 'Pope Benedict XVI made the statement at the Vatican
on September 27, 2006. Addressing the faithful during the Wednesday catechises, he recalled that St. Thomas first
evangelized Syria and Persia, and went on to western India from where Christianity reached Southern India. The
import of the statement was that St. Thomas never travelled to south India, but rather evangelized the western front,
mostly comprising todayÇs Pakistan'. Knowingly or unknowingly, he had in one stroke challenged the basis of
Christianity in India and demolished long-held views of the Church here that St Thomas landed in Kerala, where he
spread the gospel among Hindus. The comments were especially a letdown for the Syrian Christians of Kerala, who
proudly trace their ancestry to upper-caste Hindus said to have been evangelized by St Thomas upon his arrival in 52
AD.The PopeÇs original statement given out at St. PeterÇs, before it was amended on the Vatican website, was
factually correct and reflected the geography of the Acts of Thomas, i.e. Syria, Parthia (Persia/Iran) and Gandhara
(North-West Pakistan). There is no historical evidence to support the tradition that St. Thomas came to South India,
and on 13 November 1952 Vatican officials sent a message to Kerala Christians stating that the landing of St.
Thomas at Muziris (Cranganore now Kodungallur) on 21 November 52 AD was ÑunverifiedÖ.
St. Thomas is believed to have sailed to India in 52AD to spread the Christian faith among the Cochin Jews, the 
Jewish diaspora present in Kerala at the time. He landed at the ancient port of Muziris (which became extinct in 1341 
AD due to a massive flood which realigned the coasts) near Kodungalloor. He then went to Palayoor (near
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present-day Guruvayoor), which was a Hindu priestly community at that time. He left Palayoor in AD 52 for the
southern part of what is now Kerala State, where he established the Ezharappallikal, or "Seven and Half Churches".
These churches are at Kodungallur, Kollam, Niranam (Niranam St.Marys Orthodox Church, Nilackal (Chayal),
Kokkamangalam, Kottakkayal (Paravoor), Palayoor (Chattukulangara) and Thiruvithancode Arappally - the half
church. [15] [16]

"It was to a land of dark people he was sent, to clothe them by Baptism in white robes. His grateful dawn dispelled
India's painful darkness. It was his mission to espouse India to the One-Begotten. The merchant is blessed for having
so great a treasure. Edessa thus became the blessed city by possessing the greatest pearl India could yield. Thomas
works miracles in India, and at Edessa Thomas is destined to baptize peoples perverse and steeped in darkness, and
that in the land of India." - Hymns of St. Ephraem, edited by Lamy (Ephr. Hymni et Sermones, IV).
Eusebius of Caesarea[17] quotes Origen (died mid-3rd century) as having stated that Thomas was the apostle to the
Parthians, but Thomas is better known as the missionary to India through the Acts of Thomas, perhaps written as late
as ca 200. In Edessa, where his remains were venerated, the poet Ephrem the Syrian (died 373) wrote a hymn in
which the Devil cries,

...Into what land shall I fly from the just?

I stirred up Death the Apostles to slay, that by their death I might escape their blows.

But harder still am I now stricken: the Apostle I slew in India has overtaken me in Edessa; here and there he is
all himself.

There went I, and there was he: here and there to my grief I find him. Äquoted in Medlycott 1905, ch. ii.
St. Ephraem, the great doctor of the Syrian Church, writes in the forty-second of his "Carmina Nisibina" that the
Apostle was put to death in India, and that his remains were subsequently buried in Edessa, brought there by an
unnamed merchant.[18]

A Syrian ecclesiastical calendar of an early date confirms the above and gives the merchant a name. The entry reads:
"3 July, St. Thomas who was pierced with a lance in India. His body is at Urhai [the ancient name of Edessa] having
been brought there by the merchant Khabin. A great festival." It is only natural to expect that we should receive from
Edessa first-hand evidence of the removal of the relics to that city; and we are not disappointed, for St. Ephraem, the
great doctor of the Syrian Church, has left us ample details in his writings.[18]

A long public tradition in the church at Edessa honoring Thomas as the Apostle of India resulted in several surviving
hymns that are attributed to Ephrem, copied in codices of the 8th and 9th centuries. References in the hymns
preserve the tradition that Thomas' bones were brought from India to Edessa by a merchant, and that the relics
worked miracles both in India and at Edessa. A pontiff assigned his feast day and a king and a queen erected his
shrine. The Thomas traditions became embodied in Syriac liturgy, thus they were universally credited by the
Christian community there. There is also a legend that Thomas had met the Biblical Magi on his way to India.
According to Eusebius' record, Thomas and Bartholomew were assigned to Parthia and India.[19] [20] The Didascalia
(dating from the end of the 3rd century) states, ÑIndia and all countries condering it, even to the farthest
seas...received the apostolic ordinances from Judas Thomas, who was a guide and ruler in the church which he
built.ÖMoreover, there is a wealth of confirmatory information in the Syriac writings, liturgical books, and calendars
of the Church of the East, not to mention the writings of the Fathers, the calendars, the sacramentaries, and the
martyrologies of the Roman, Greek and Ethiopian churches.AFM Since trade routes from the East were wide open at
the time and were used by early missionaries, there are no circumstantial reasons why Thomas could not have visited
India in the 1st century. And his visit is the most plausible explanation for the early appearance of the church there.
An early 3rd-century Syriac work known as the Acts of ThomasAFM connects the apostle's Indian ministry with two 
kings, one in the north and the other in the south. According to one of the legends in the Acts, Thomas was at first 
reluctant to accept this mission, but the Lord appeared to him in a night vision and said, ÑFear not, Thomas. Go away 
to India and proclaim the Word, for my grace shall be with you. ÖBut the Apostle still demurred, so the Lord
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overruled the stubborn disciple by ordering circumstances so compelling that he was forced to accompany an Indian
merchant, Abbanes, to his native place in northwest India, where he found himself in the service of the Indo-Parthian
king, Gondophares. The apostle's ministry resulted in many conversions throughout the kingdom, including the king
and his brother.AFM

Critical historians treated this legend as an idle tale and denied the historicity of King Gundaphorus until modern
archeology established him as an important figure in North India in the latter half of the 1st century. Many coins of
his reign have turned up in Afghanistan, the Punjab, and the Indus Valley. Remains of some of his buildings ,
influenced by Greek architecture, indicate that he was a great builder. Interestingly enough, according to the legend,
Thomas was a skilled carpenter and was bidden to build a palace for the king. However, the Apostle decided to teach
the king a lesson by devoting the royal grant to acts of charity and thereby laying up treasure for the heavenly abode.
Although little is known of the immediate growth of the church, Bar-Daisan (154-223) reports that in his time there
were Christian tribes in North India which claimed to have been converted by Thomas and to have books and relics
to prove it.AFM But at least by the year of the establishment of the Second Persian Empire (226), there were bishops
of the Church of the East in northwest India, Afghanistan and Baluchistan, with laymen and clergy alike engaging in
missionary activity.AFM

The Acts of Thomas identifies his second mission in India with a kingdom ruled by King Mahadwa, one of the rulers
of a 1st-century dynasty in southern India. It is most significant that, aside from a small remnant of the Church of the
East in Kurdistan, the only other church to maintain a distinctive identity is the Mar Thoma or ÑChurch of ThomasÖ
congregations along the Malabar Coast of Kerala State in southwest India. According to the most ancient tradition of
this church, Thomas evangelized this area and then crossed to the Coromandel Coast of southeast India, where, after
carrying out a second mission, he died near Madras. Throughout the period under review, the church in India was
under the jurisdiction of Edessa, which was then under the Mesopotamian patriarchate at Seleucia-Ctesiphon and
later at Baghdad and Mosul. Historian Vincent A. Smith says, ÑIt must be admitted that a personal visit of the
Apostle Thomas to South India was easily feasible in the traditional belief that he came by way of Socotra, where an
ancient Christian settlement undoubtedly existed. I am now satisfied that the Christian church of South India is
extremely ancient... Ö.AFM

Although there was a lively trade between the Near East and India via Mesopotamia and the Persian Gulf, the most
direct route to India in the 1st century was via Alexandria and the Red Sea, taking advantage of the Monsoon winds,
which could carry ships directly to and from the Malabar coast. The discovery of large hoards of Roman coins of
1st-century Caesars and the remains of Roman trading posts testify to the frequency of that trade. In addition,
thriving Jewish colonies were to be found at the various trading centers, thereby furnishing obvious bases for the
apostolic witness.
Piecing together the various traditions, one may conclude that Thomas left northwest India when invasion threatened
and traveled by vessel to the Malabar coast, possibly visiting southeast Arabia and Socotra enroute and landing at the
former flourishing port of Muziris on an island near Cochin (c. AD. 51-52). From there he is said to have preached
the gospel throughout the Malabar coast, though the various churches he founded were located mainly on the Periyar
River and its tributaries and along the coast, where there were Jewish colonies. He reputedly preached to all classes
of people and had about seventeen thousand converts, including members of the four principal castes. Later, stone
crosses were erected at the places where churches were founded, and they became pilgrimage centres. In accordance
with apostolic custom, Thomas ordained teachers and leaders or elders, who were reported to be the earliest ministry
of the Malabar church.
Thomas next proceeded overland to the Coromandel coast and ministered in what is now the Chennai (Madras) area, 
where a local king and many people were converted. One tradition related that he went from there to China via 
Malacca and, after spending some time there, returned to the Madras area (Breviary of the Mar Thoma Church in 
Malabar). Apparently his renewed ministry outraged the Brahmins, who were fearful lest Christianity undermined 
their social structure, based on the caste system. So according to the Syriac version of the Acts of Thomas, Masdai,
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the local king at Mylapore, after questioning the apostle condemned him to death about the year AD. 72. Anxious to
avoid popular excitement, Ñfor many had believed in our Lord, including some of the nobles, Öthe king ordered
Thomas conducted to a nearby mountain, where, after being allowed to pray, he was then stoned and stabbed to
death with a lance wielded by an angry Brahmin. A number of Christians were also persecuted at the same time;
when they refused to apostatize, their property was confiscated, so some sixty-four families eventually fled to
Malabar and joined that Christian community.[21] AFM

Return of the relics

In 232 the relics of the Apostle Thomas are said to have been returned by an Indian king and brought back from
India to the city of Edessa, Mesopotamia, on which occasion his Syriac Acts were written. The Indian king is named
as "Mazdai" in Syriac sources, "Misdeos" and "Misdeus" in Greek and Latin sources respectively, which has been
connected to the "Bazdeo" on the Kushan coinage of Vasudeva I, the transition between "M" and "B" being a current
one in Classical sources for Indian names.[22] The martyrologist Rabban Sliba dedicated a special day to both the
Indian king, his family, and St Thomas:

"Coronatio Thomae apostoli et Misdeus rex Indiae, Johannes eus filius huisque mater Tertia" ("Coronation of
Thomas the Apostle, and Misdeus king of India, together with his son Johannes (thought to be a latinization of
Vizan) and his mother Tertia") Rabban Sliba[22]

After a short stay in the Greek island of Chios, on September 6, 1258, the relics were transported to the West, and
now rest in Ortona, Italy.

Coin of Gondophares IV Sases (mid-1st century).
Obv: King on horseback, corrupted Greek legend. Gondophares monogram

Rev: Zeus, making a benediction sign (Buddhist mudra). Kharoshthi inscription
MAHARAJASA MAHATASA TRATARASA DEVAVRADASA

GUDAPHARASA SASASA "Great king of kings, divine and saviour,
Gondophares Sases", Buddhist trisula symbol.

Southern India had maritime trade with the
West since ancient times. Egyptian trade
with India and Roman trade with India
flourished in the 1st century AD. In AD 47,
the Hippalus wind was discovered and this
led to direct voyage from Aden to the South
Western coast in 40 days. Muziris
(Kodungallur) and Nelcyndis or Nelkanda
(near Kollam) in South India, are mentioned
as flourishing ports, in the writings of Pliny
the Elder (AD 23-79). Pliny has given an
accurate description of the route to India, the
country of Cerebothra (the Cheras). Pliny
has referred to the flourishing trade in
spices, pearls, diamonds and silk between
Rome and Southern India in the early centuries of the Christian era. Though the Cheras controlled Kodungallur port,
Southern India belonged to the Pandyan Kingdom, that had sent embassies to the court of Augustus Caesar.

According to Indian Christian tradition, St. Thomas landed in Kodungallur in AD 52, in the company of a Jewish
merchant Abbanes (Hebban). There were Jewish colonies in Kodungallur since ancient times and Jews continue to
reside in Kerala till today, tracing their ancient history.

According to tradition, at the beginning of the 3rd century, the body of Thomas appeared in Edessa, Mesopotamia,
where they had been brought by a merchant coming from India (in that same period appeared the Acts of Thomas).
They were kept in a shrine just outside the city, but, in August 394, they were transferred in the city, inside the
church dedicated to the saint. In 441, the Magister militum per Orientem Anatolius donated to the church a silver
coffin to host the relics. In 1144 the city was conquered by the Zengids and the shrine destroyed.[23]

In AD 522, Cosmas Indicopleustes (called the Alexandrian) visited the Malabar Coast. He is the first traveller who 
mentions Syrian Christians in Malabar, in his book Christian Topography. He mentions that in the town of
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"Kalliana" (Quilon or Kollam), there is a bishop consecrated in Persia. Metropolitan Mar Aprem writes, "Most
church historians, who doubt the tradition of the doubting Thomas in India, will admit there was a church in India in
the middle of the sixth century when Cosmas Indicopleustes visited India."[24]

There is a copper plate grant given to Iravi Korttan, a Christian of Kodungallur (Cranganore), by King Vira Raghava.
The date is estimated to be around AD 744. In AD 822, two Nestorian Persian Bishops Mar Sapor and Mar Peroz
came to Malabar, to occupy their seats in Kollam and Kodungallur, to look after the local Syrian Christians (also
known as St. Thomas Christians).

Shrine of Saint Thomas in Meliapore, 18th
century print.

Marco Polo, the Venetian traveller and author of Description of the
World, popularly known as Il Milione, is reputed to have visited South
India in 1288 and 1292. The first date has been rejected as he was in
China at the time, but the second date is accepted by many historians.
He is believed to have stopped in Ceylon (Sri Lanka) where he
documented the tomb of Adam, and Quilon (Kollam) on the western
Malabar coast of India, where he met Syrian Christians and recorded
their legends of St. Thomas and his miraculous tomb on the eastern
Coromandel coast of the country. Il Milione, the book he dictated on
his return to Europe, was on its publication condemned as a collection
of impious and improbable traveller's tales but it became very popular
reading in medieval Europe and inspired Spanish and Portuguese
sailors to seek out the fabulous, and possibly Christian, India described
in it.

Near Chennai (formerly Madras) in India stands a small hillock called
St. Thomas Mount, where the Apostle is said to have been killed in AD

72 (exact year not established). Also to be found in Chennai is the Dioceses of Saint Thomas of Mylapore to which
his mortal remains were transferred.

Tomb of the Apostle
The Indian tradition, in which elements of the traditions of Malabar, Coromandel and the Persian Church
intermingled firmly held that Thomas the Apostle died near the ancient town of Mylapore. His mortal remains were
apparently buried in the town and his burial place was situated in the right hand chapel of the Church or house
known after his name. No archaelogical evidence support these claims though. On 27 September 2006, Pope
Benedict XVI made a speech in St. PeterÇs Square at Vatican City stating that St. Thomas could not possible have
reached south India.

St. Thomas Christians
St Thomas is the founder of Indian Orthodox Church. These churches of Malabar trace their roots back to St.
Thomas the Apostle who has apparently arrived along the Malabar Coast in the year AD 52. In the Syriac tradition,
St. Thomas is referred to as Mar Thoma Sleeha which translate roughly as Lord/Saint Thomas the Apostle. Another
theory suggests that, present day christians in Kerala are descendants of Knaanaya Thomman who arrived on 3rd
Century AD and hence got the name St.Thomas Christians.
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Historical references about Thomas
Many early Christian writings, which belong to centuries immediately following the first Ecumenical Council of
325, exist about Thomas' mission.[5]

á The Acts of Thomas, sometimes called by its full name The Acts of Judas Thomas: 2nd/3rd century (c.
180-230)[25] [26] Gist of the testimony: The Apostles cast lots as to where they should go, and to Thomas, twin
brother of Jesus, fell India. Thomas was taken to king Gondophares the ruler of Indo-Parthian Kingdom as an
architect and carpenter by Habban. The journey to India is described in detail. After a long residence in the court
at Taxila he ordained leaders for the Church, and left in a chariot for the kingdom of Mazdei. According to the
Acts of St. Thomas the Kingdom of Mazdai, in the Western India, Indus Valley, was ruled by King Misdeus. Parts
of the Indus Valley,was then ruled by Persians called the Indo-Parthian Kingdom. Some Greeks Satraps, the
descendents of Alexander the Great, were vassals to the Indo-Parthian Kingdom.[27] [28] The king Misdeus was
infuriated when St.Thomas converted the Queen Tertia, son Juzanes, sister-in-law princess Mygdonia (a province
of Mesopotamia) and her friend Markia. The King Misdeus led St. Thomas outside the city and ordered four
soldiers to take him to the nearby hill where the soldiers speared St. Thomas and killed him. Syphorus was
elected the first presbyter by the brethren after the death of St. Thomas while Juzanes the prince became the
deacon. The names of the King Misdeus, Tertia, Juzanes, Syphorus, Markia and Mygdonia suggest Greek descent
or Hellenised Persian descent[29] There, after performing many miracles, he dies a martyr..[30] During the rule of
Vasudeva I, the Kushan emperor, the bones of St. Thomas were transferred from the Indus Valley to Edessa.
These are generally rejected by various Christian religions as either apocryphal or heretical. The two centuries
that lapsed between the life of the apostle and recording this work, casts doubt on their authenticity.

á Clement of Alexandria: 3rd century (d.c. 235); Church represented: Alexandrian/Greek Biographical Note : Greek
Theologian, b. Athens, 150.[5] Clement makes a passing reference to St. ThomasÇ Apostolate in Parthia. This
agrees with the testimony which Eusebius records about Pantaenus' visit to India.[5]

A 13th-century Armenian illumination, by Toros
Roslin.

á Doctrine of the Apostles 3rd century; Church represented: Syrian
[31] ÑAfter the death of the Apostles there were Guides and Rulers in
the ChurchesÉ..They again at their deaths also committed and
delivered to their disciples after them everything which they had
received from the Apostles;É(also what) Judas Thomas (had
written) from IndiaÖ.

ÑIndia and all its own countries, and those bordering on it, even
to the farther sea, received the ApostleÇs hand of Priesthood from
Judas Thomas, who was Guide and Ruler in the Church which
he built and ministered thereÖ. In what follows Ñthe whole Persia
of the Assyrians and Medes, and of the countries round about
BabylonÉ. even to the borders of the Indians and even to the
country of Gog and MagogÖ are said to have received the
ApostlesÇ Hand of Priesthood from Aggaeus the disciple of
Addaeus [32]

á Origen century : 3rd century (185-254?), quoted in Eusebius;
Church represented: Alexandrian/ Greek Biographical. Christian Philosopher, b-Egypt, Origen taught with great
acclaim in Alexandria and then in Caesarea.[33] He is the first known writer to record the casting of lots by the
Apostles. Origen original work has been lost; but his statement about Parthia falling to Thomas has been
preserved by Eusebius. ÑOrigen, in the third chapter of his Commentary on Genesis, says that, according to
tradition, ThomasÇs allotted field of labour was ParthiaÖ.[34]

á Eusebius of Caesarea: 4th century (died 340); Church Represented: Alexandrian/Greek Biographical [35] Quoting 
Origen, Eusebius says: ÑWhen the holy Apostles and disciples of our Saviour were scattered over all the world,
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Thomas, so the tradition has it, obtained as his portion ParthiaÉ.Ö [36]

á Ephrem: 4th century; Church Represented: Syrian Biographical [37] Many devotional hymns composed by St.
Ephraem, bear witness to the Edessan ChurchÇs strong conviction concerning St. ThomasÇs Indian Apostolate.
There the devil speaks of St. Thomas as Ñthe Apostle I slew in IndiaÖ. Also ÑThe merchant brought the bonesÖ to
Edessa.

In another hymn eulogizing St. Thomas we read of ÑThe bones the merchant hath broughtÖ. ÑIn his several
journeyings to India, And thence on his return, All riches, which there he found, Dirt in his eyes he did repute
when to thy sacred bones comparedÖ. In yet another hymn Ephrem speaks of the mission of Thomas ÑThe earth
darkened with sacrificesÇ fumes to illuminateÖ. ÑA land of people dark fell to thy lotÖ, Ña tainted land Thomas
has purifiedÖ; ÑIndiaÇs dark nightÖ was Ñflooded with lightÖ by Thomas.[38]

á Gregory of Nazianzus: 4th century(died 389); Church Represented: Alexandrian. Biographical Note: Gregory of
Nazianzus was born AD 330, consecrated a bishop by his friend St. Basil in 372 his father, the Bishop of
Nazianzus induced him to share his charge. In 379 the people of Constantinople called him to be their bishop. By
the Orthodox Church he is emphatically called Ñthe TheologianÇ.[39] ÑWhat? were not the Apostles strangers
amidst the many nations and countries over which they spread themselves? É Peter indeed may have belonged to
Judea; but what had Paul in common with the gentiles, Luke with Achaia, Andrew with Epirus, John with
Ephesus, Thomas with India, Mark with Italy?Ö [40]

á Ambrose of Milan: 4th century (died 397); Church Represented: Western. Biographical Note: St. Ambrose was
thoroughly acquainted with the Greek and Latin Classics, and had a good deal of information on India and
Indians. He speaks of the Gymnosophists of India, the Indian Ocean, the river Ganges etc., a number of times.[41]

ÑThis admitted of the Apostles being sent without delay according to the saying of our Lord JesusÉ Even those
Kingdoms which were shut out by rugged mountains became accessible to them, as India to Thomas, Persia to
Matthew..Ö [42]

á St. Jerome (342- 420). St. Jerome's testimony : ÑHe (Christ) dwelt in all places: with Thomas in India, Peter at
Rome, with Paul in Illyricum.Ö [5]

á St. Gaudentius (Bishop of Brescia, before 427). St. Gaudentius' testimony: ÑJohn at Sebastena, Thomas among the
Indians, Andrew and Luke at the city of Patras are found to have closed their careers.Ö [5]

á St. Paulinus of Nola (died 431). St. Paulinus' testimony :ÑParthia receives Mathew, India Thomas, Libya
Thaddeus, and Phrygia PhilipÖ.[5]

á St. Gregory of Tours (died 594) St. Gregory's testimony: ÑThomas the Apostle, according to the narrative of his
martyrdom is stated to have suffered in India. His holy remains (corpus), after a long interval of time, were
removed to the city of Edessa in Syria and there interred. In that part of India where they first rested, stand a
monastery and a church of striking dimensions, elaborately adorned and designed. This Theodore, who had been
to the place, narrated to us.Ç [5]

á St. Isidore of Seville in Spain (d. c. 630). St. Isidore's testimony: ÑThis Thomas preached the Gospel of Christ to
the Parthians, the Medes, the Persians, the Hyrcanians and the Bactrians, and to the Indians of the Oriental region
and penetrating the innermost regions and sealing his preaching by his passion he died transfixed with a lance at
Calamina (present Mylapore),a city of India, and there was buried with honourÖ.[5]

á St. Bede the Venerable (c. 673-735).St. Bede's testimony : ÑPeter receives Rome, Andrew Achaia; James Spain;
Thomas India; John Asia" [5]
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Saint Thomas Cross
In the 16th century work Jornada, Antonio Gouvea writes of ornate crosses Ñknown as Saint Thomas Cross or
Persian Cross". These crosses date from the 6th century and are found in a number of churches in Kerala, Mylapore
and Goa.[43] Jornada is the oldest known written document to refer to this type of cross as a St. Thomas Cross.[44]

The original term used is ÑCruz de San ThomeÖ which literally translates as Cross of St. Thomas.[44] Gouvea also
writes about the veneration of the Cross at Cranganore, referring to the cross as "Cross of Christians. [45]

Writings attributed to Thomas

Russian Orthodox icon of St. Thomas the
Apostle, with scroll, 18th century (Iconostasis
of Transfiguration Church, Kizhi Monastery,

Karelia, Russia).

"Let none read the gospel according to Thomas, for it is the work,
not of one of the twelve apostles, but of one of Mani's three wicked
disciples."

ÄCyril of Jerusalem, Cathechesis V (4th century)
In the first two centuries of the Christian era, a number of writings were
circulated. It is unclear now why Thomas was seen as an authority for
doctrine, although this belief is documented in Gnostic groups as early as
the Pistis Sophia In that Gnostic work, Mary Magdalene (one of the
disciples) says:

"Now at this time, my Lord, hear, so that I speak openly, for thou
hast said to us 'He who has ears to hear, let him hear:' Concerning
the word which thou didst say to Philip: 'Thou and Thomas and
Matthew are the three to whom it has been givenÉ to write every
word of the Kingdom of the Light, and to bear witness to them';
hear now that I give the interpretation of these words. It is this
which thy light-power once prophesied through Moses: 'Through
two and three witnesses everything will be established. The three
witnesses are Philip and Thomas and Matthew" (Pistis Sophia
1:43)

An early, non-Gnostic tradition may lie behind this statement, which also
emphasizes the primacy of the Gospel of Matthew in its Aramaic form,
over the other canonical three.

Besides the Acts of Thomas there was a widely circulated Infancy Gospel
of Thomas probably written in the later 2nd century, and probably also in
Syria, which relates the miraculous events and prodigies of Jesus'
boyhood. This is the document which tells for the first time the familiar legend of the twelve sparrows which Jesus,
at the age of five, fashioned from clay on the Sabbath day, which took wing and flew away. The earliest manuscript
of this work is a 6th century one in Syriac. This gospel was first referred to by Irenaeus; Ron Cameron notes: "In his
citation, Irenaeus first quotes a non-canonical story that circulated about the childhood of Jesus and then goes
directly on to quote a passage from the infancy narrative of the Gospel of Luke (Luke££2:49). Since the Infancy
Gospel of Thomas records both of these stories, in relative close proximity to one another, it is possible that the
apocryphal writing cited by Irenaeus is, in fact, what is now known as the Infancy Gospel of Thomas. Because of the
complexities of the manuscript tradition, however, there is no certainty as to when the stories of the Infancy Gospel
of Thomas began to be written down."

The best known in modern times of these documents is the "sayings" document that is being called the Gospel of 
Thomas, a noncanonical work which some scholars believe may actually predate the writing of the Biblical gospels
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themselves.[46] The opening line claims it is the work of "Didymos Judas Thomas" - who has been identified with
Thomas. This work was discovered in a Coptic translation in 1945 at the Egyptian village of Nag Hammadi, near the
site of the monastery of Chenoboskion. Once the Coptic text was published, scholars recognized that an earlier
Greek translation had been published from fragments of papyrus found at Oxyrhynchus in the 1890s.

Further reading
á Glenn W. Most: Doubting Thomas. Cambridge, Mass., London: Harvard University Press, 2005 (a study in the

reception of ThomasÇ story in literature and art).
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á Apostle ThomasÄSynaxis of the Holy Apostles (http:/ / ocafs. oca. org/ FeastSaintsViewer. asp?SID=4& ID=1&
FSID=101850) Orthodox icon and synaxarion for June 30

á Icon of the Mother of God Arapet (Arabian) (http:/ / ocafs. oca. org/ FeastSaintsViewer. asp?FSID=148985)
Orthodox icon and synaxarion for September 6

Bagnolians
The Bagnolians were a sect in the 8th century, deemed heretical, who rejected the Old Testament and part of the
New. They held the world to be eternal, and affirmed that God did not create the soul, when he infused it into the
body. They derived their name from Bagnols, a city in Languedoc, France. Their doctrine generally agreed with that
of the Manicheans.

References
1.  £This article incorporates content from the 1728 Cyclopaedia, a publication in the public domain. [1]
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Nicolaism
Nicolaism is a Christian heresy, first mentioned (twice) in the Book of Revelation of the New Testament. According
to Revelation££2, vv. 6 and 15, they were known in the cities of Ephesus and Pergamon. In this chapter, the church at
Ephesus is commended for "hating the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate" and the church in Pergamon is
blamed for "having them who hold their [the Nicolaitans'] doctrines". There is no other first-hand evidence to give us
certainty about the nature of this sect.
Hippolytus of Rome states that the deacon Nicolas was the author of the heresy and the sect.[1] Several of the early
church fathers, including Irenaeus, Epiphanius, and Theodoret mentioned this group. Irenaeus discusses them but
adds nothing to the Apocalypse except that "they lead lives of unrestrained indulgence."[2] Victorinus of Pettau states
that they ate things offered to idols.[3] Bede states that Nicolas allowed other men to marry his wife[4] and Thomas
Aquinas believed that Nicholas supported either polygamy or the holding of wives in common.[5] Eusebius said that
the sect was short-lived.[6]

Interpretations
Nicolaism (also Nicholaism, Nicolationism, or Nicolaitanism) is a Christian heresy whose adherents were called
Nicolaitans, Nicolaitanes, or Nicolaites. Nico means "conquer" in Greek, and laitan refers to lay people, or laity;
hence, the word may be taken to mean "lay conquerors" or "conquerors of the lay people". However, "Nicolaitan" is
the name ostensibly given to followers of the heretic Nicolas (Greek: Nikolaos)Äthe name itself meaning "victorious
over people," or "victory of the people," which he would have been given at birth.[7]

The common statement, that the Nicolaitans held the antinomian heresy of Corinth, seems not to have been proven.
Another opinion, favoured by a number of authors, is that, because of the allegorical character of the Apocalypse, the
reference to the Nicolaitans is merely a symbolic manner of reference.[8]
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Cyrus Scofield
Cyrus Scofield, in his Notes on the Bible, following dispensationalist thought, suggests that the Seven Letters in
Revelation foretell the various eras of Christian history, and that "Nicolaitans" "refers to the earliest form of the
notion of a priestly order, or 'clergy,' which later divided an equal brotherhood into 'priests' and 'laity.'"[9]

Albert Barnes
Vitringa supposes that the word is derived from ÅÑ®äÖ, victory, and çêäÖ, people, and that thus it corresponds
with the name Balaam, as meaning either lord of the people, or he destroyed the people; and that, as the same
effect was produced by their doctrines as by those of Balaam, that the people were led to commit fornication
and to join in idolatrous worship, they might be called Balaamites or Nicolaitanes--that is, corrupters of the
people. But to this it may be replied,
(a) that it is far-fetched, and is adopted only to remove a difficulty;
(b) that there is every reason to suppose that the word here used refers to a class of people who bore that name,
and who were well known in the two churches specified;
(c) that, in Rev 2:15 , they are expressly distinguished from those who held the doctrine of Balaam, Rev 2:14
--"So hast thou also (®êÑ) those that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes."
ÄAlbert Barnes[10]

Nicolas
The Nicolas of Acts££6:5 was a native of Antioch and a proselyte (convert to Judaism) and then a follower of the way
of Christ. When the Church was still confined to Jerusalem, he was chosen by the whole multitude of the disciples to
be one of the first seven deacons, and he was ordained by the apostles, c. AD 33. The Nicolaitans themselves, at least
as early as the time of Irenaeus, claimed him as their founder.[11]

In Epiphanius
Epiphanius relates some details of the life of Nicolas the deacon, and describes him as gradually sinking into the
grossest impurity, and becoming the originator of the Nicolaitans and other libertine Gnostic sects:

[Nicolas] had an attractive wife, and had refrained from intercourse as though in imitation of those whom he
saw to be devoted to God. He endured this for a while but in the end could not bear to control his
incontinence.... But because he was ashamed of his defeat and suspected that he had been found out, he
ventured to say, "Unless one copulates every day, he cannot have eternal life."[12]

ÄEpiphanius, Panarion, 25, 1

In Clement of Alexandria
The same account is believed, at least to some extent, by Jerome and other writers in the 4th century; but it is
irreconcilable with the traditional account of the character of Nicolas given by Clement of Alexandria,[13] an earlier
writer than Epiphanius. He states that Nicolas led a chaste life, and brought up his children in purity; that on a certain
occasion, having been sharply reproved by the apostles as a jealous husband, he repelled the charge by offering to
allow his wife to become the wife of any other person; and that he was in the habit of repeating a saying which is
ascribed to the apostle Matthias also,Äthat it is our duty to fight against the flesh and to abuse it. His words were
perversely interpreted by the Nicolaitans as authority for their immoral practices.[14] Theodoret, in his account of the
sect, repeats the foregoing statement of Clement, and charges the Nicolaitans with false dealing in borrowing the
name of the deacon.[15]
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Tillemont concludes that, if not the actual founder, he was so unfortunate as to give occasion to the formation of the
sect. Neander held that some other Nicolas was the founder.
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Hermeticism
Hermeticism or the Western Hermetic Tradition is a set of philosophical and religious beliefs[1] or gnosis based
primarily upon the Hellenistic Egyptian pseudepigraphical writings attributed to Hermes Trismegistus who is the
representation of the conflation of the Egyptian god Thoth with the Greek Hermes. These beliefs have heavily
influenced the Western Esoteric Tradition and were considered to be of great importance during the Renaissance.[2]

Terminology
The term Hermetic is from medieval Latin hermeticus, which in turn is derived from the name of the Greek god
Hermes. It is attested in English since the 17th century as the adjective Hermetic (as in "Hermetic writers" e.g. Franz
Bardon). The synonymous Hermetical also occurs in the 17th century. Sir Thomas Browne in his Religio Medici of
1643 wrote, "Now besides these particular and divided Spirits there may be (for ought I know) a universal and
common Spirit to the whole world. It was the opinion of Plato , and is yet of the Hermeticall Philosophers." (R.M.
Part 1:32)
The term Hermetic is from the Greek word Herm, which refers to a pillar or post used in pre-classical Greece "of
square shape, surmounted by a head with a beard. The square, limbless "Hermes" was a step in advance of the
unwrought stone."[3] The origin of the word Hermes relates to a stone pillar used to communicate with the deities
and the use of names beginning with Herm in Greece dates from at least 600 BCE. The God Hermes is a generic
term used by the pre-classical Greeks for any deity, and was only later associated with the God of Knowledge in
Athens in the 2nd Century CE.[4] The word Hermetic was used by Dr. Everard, 1650 in the English translation of
The Pimander of Hermes.[5] Mary Anne Atwood mentioned the use of the word Hermetic by Dufresnoy in 1386.[6]

[7]

History

Late Antiquity

The Caduceus, symbol of Hermeticism.

In Late Antiquity, Hermetism[8] emerged in parallel with Gnosticism,
Neoplatonism and early Christianity, "characterized by a resistance to
the dominance of either pure rationality or doctrinal faith".[9]

The books now known as the Corpus Hermeticum were part of a
renaissance of syncretistic and intellectualized pagan thought that took
place around the 2nd century. Other examples of this cultural
movement would include Neoplatonist philosophy, the Chaldaean
Oracles, late Orphic and Pythagorean literature, as well as much of
Gnosticism.

The extant Greek texts dwell upon the oneness and goodness of God,
urge purification of the soul, and defend pagan religious practices, such
as the veneration of images. Many lost Greek texts, and many of the
surviving vulgate books, contained discussions of alchemy clothed in
philosophical metaphor. And one text, the Asclepius, lost in Greek but
partially preserved in Latin, contained a bloody prophecy of the end of
Roman rule in Egypt and the resurgence of pagan Egyptian power.

The predominant literary form is the dialogue: Hermes Trismegistus instructs a perplexed disciple on some point of
hidden wisdom.
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Renaissance
After centuries of falling out of favor, Hermeticism was reintroduced to the West when, in 1460, a man named
Leonardo[10] brought the Corpus Hermeticum to Pistoia. He was one of many agents sent out by Pistoia's ruler,
Cosimo de'Medici, to scour European monasteries for lost ancient writings.[11]

In 1614 Isaac Casaubon, a Swiss philologist, analyzed the Hermetic texts for linguistic style and claimed that the
Hermetic writings attributed to Trismegistus were not the work of an ancient Egyptian priest but in fact dated to the
Common Era.[12] [13] Walter Scott places their date shortly after 200 CE , while Sir W. Flinders Petrie places them
between 200 and 500 B.C.[14] Plutarch's mention of Hermes Trismegistus dates back to the first century CE, and
Tertullian, Iamblichus, and Porphyry are all familiar with Hermetic writings.[15]

In 1945, Hermetic writings were among those found near Nag Hammadi, in the form of one of the conversations
between Hermes and Asclepius from the Corpus Hermeticum, and a text about the Hermetic mystery schools, On the
Ogdoad and Ennead, written in the Coptic language, the last form in which the Egyptian language was written.[16]

Hermeticism as a religion
Tobias Churton, scholar of obscure religious movements, states that "the Hermetic tradition was both moderate and
flexible, offering a tolerant philosophical religion, a religion of the (omnipresent) mind, a purified perception of God,
the cosmos, and the self, and much positive encouragement for the spiritual seeker, all of which the student could
take anywhere".[17]

Religious and philosophical texts
Though many more have been falsely attributed to the work of Hermes Trismegistus, Hermeticists commonly accept
there to have been forty-two books to his credit. However, most of these books are reported to have been destroyed
when the Great Library of Alexandria was razed.
There are three major works which are widely known texts for Hermetic beliefs:
á The Corpus Hermeticum is the body of work most widely known and is the aforementioned Greek texts. These

eighteen books are set up as dialogues between Hermes and a series of others. The first book involves a
discussion between Poimandres (also known as Nous and God) and Hermes, supposedly resulting from a
meditative state, and is the first time that Hermes is in contact with God. Poimandres teaches the secrets of the
Universe to Hermes, and later books are generally of Hermes teaching others such as Asclepius and his son Tat.

á The Emerald Tablet of Hermes Trismegistus is a short work which coins the well known term in occult circles
"As above, so below." The actual text of that maxim, as translated by Dennis W. Hauck is "That which is Below
corresponds to that which is Above, and that which is Above corresponds to that which is Below, to accomplish
the miracle of the One Thing".[18] The tablet also refers to the three parts of the wisdom of the whole universe.
Hermes claims his knowledge of these three parts is why he received the name Trismegistus (thrice-great, or
Ao-Ao-Ao meaning "greatest"). As the story is told, this tablet was found by Alexander the Great at Hebron
supposedly in the tomb of Hermes.[19]

á The Kybalion: Hermetic Philosophy is a book published in 1912 CE anonymously by three people calling
themselves the "Three Initiates." Many of the Hermetic principles are explained in the book.

There are additional works that, while not as well known as the three mentioned above, have an important place in
Hermeticism and its study.
á A Suggestive Inquiry into Hermetic Philosophy and Alchemy written by Mary Anne Atwood, and originally

published anonymously in 1850. This book was withdrawn from circulation by the author but was later reprinted
after her death by her longtime friend Isabelle de Steiger. Isabelle de Steiger was a member of the Golden Dawn,
and this book was used as the basis for the study of Hermeticism by the Golden Dawn, which resulted in several
published works by members of the Golden Dawn.[20]
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á Arthur Edward Waite, member and later head of the Golden Dawn, wrote the Hermetic Museum and later the
Hermetic Museum Restored and Enlarged and did the editing for Hermetic and Alchemical Writings of
Paracelsus that was published as a two-volume set. Arthur Edward Waite considered himself an Hermeticist and
was instrumental in adding the word "Hermetic" to the official title of the Golden Dawn.[21]

á W. Wynn Westcott, a founding member of the Golden Dawn, edited a series of books on Hermeticism called the
"Collectanea Hermetica," published by the Theosophical Publishing Society.[22]

Why Thrice Great?

The "Prisca Theologia"
Many Christian writers, including Lactantius, Augustine, Giordano Bruno, Marsilio Ficino, Campanella and
Giovanni Pico della Mirandola considered Hermes Trismegistus to be a wise pagan prophet who foresaw the coming
of Christianity.[23] They believed in a prisca theologia, the doctrine that a single, true, theology exists, which threads
through all religions, and which was given by god to man in antiquity.[24] [25] In order to demonstrate the verity of
the 'prisca theologia' Christians appropriated the Hermetic teachings for their own purposes. By this account Hermes
Trismegistus was either, according to the fathers of the Christian church, a contemporary of Moses[26] or the third in
a line of men named Hermes i.e. Enoch, Noah and the Egyptian priest king who is known to us as Hermes
Trismegistus[27] or thrice great on account of being the greatest priest, philosopher and king.[28] [29]

This last account of how Hermes Trismegistus received the name "Trismegistus," meaning "Thrice Great," is derived
from statements both in the The Emerald Tablet of Hermes Trismegistus, that he knows the three parts of the wisdom
of the whole universe.[30] The three parts of the wisdom are alchemy, astrology, and theurgy. The pymander, from
where Marsilio Ficino formed his opinion, states that "they called him Trismegistus because he was the greatest
philosopher and the greatest priest and the greatest king".[31]

Another explanation, in the Suda (10th century), is that "He was called Trismegistus on account of his praise of the
trinity, saying there is one divine nature in the trinity".[32]

The three parts of the wisdom of the whole universe
AlchemyÄThe Operation of the SunÄis not simply the changing of physical lead into physical gold.[33] It is an
investigation into the spiritual constitution, or life of matter and material existence through an application of the
mysteries of birth, death and resurrection.[34] The various stages of chemical distillation and fermentation, among
them, are aspects of these mysteries, that, when applied quicken Nature's processes in order to bring a natural body
to perfection.[35] This perfection is the accomplishment of the Magnum opus (Latin for Great Work).
AstrologyÄThe Operation of the Moon: Hermes claims that Zoroaster discovered this part of the wisdom of the
whole universe, astrology, and taught it to man.[36] In Hermetic thought, it is likely that the movements of the planets
have meaning beyond the laws of physics and actually holding metaphorical value as symbols in the mind of The
All, or God. Astrology has influences upon the Earth, but does not dictate our actions, and wisdom is gained when
we know what these influences are and how to deal with them.
TheurgyÄThe Operation of the Stars: There are two different types of magic, according to Giovanni Pico della
Mirandola's Apology, completely opposite of each other. The first is ÄäíãåÑê, GoÌtia, black magic reliant upon an
alliance with evil spirits (i.e. demons). The second is Theurgy, divine magic reliant upon an alliance with divine
spirits (i.e. angels, archangels, gods).[37]

Theurgy translates to "The Science or art of Divine Works" and is the practical aspect of the Hermetic art of
alchemy.[38] Furthermore, alchemy is seen as the "key" to theurgy,[39] the ultimate goal of which is to become united
with higher counterparts, leading to the attainment of Divine Consciousness.[38]
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Hermetic beliefs
As stated above In Hermetic religion the supreme Deity, or Principle, is referred to variously as 'God', 'The All', or
'The One'. The absolute is the central focus of Hermeticism and therefore it is difficult to assign it a position among
the traditional Theistic religions, or along the monotheistic and polytheistic spectrum.
Hermeticism encompasses both panentheism and Henotheism within its belief system, which teaches that there is
The All, or one "Cause", of which we, and the entire universe, are all a part. Also it subscribes to the notion that
other beings such as gods and angels, ascended masters and elementals exist in the Universe as parts of the All.

Classical elements
The four classical elements of earth, water, air, and fire are used often in alchemy, and are alluded to several times in
the Corpus Hermeticum.

As above, so below

The Magician displaying the
Hermetic concept of as above, so

below.

These words circulate throughout occult and magical circles, and they come from
Hermetic texts. The concept was first laid out in The Emerald Tablet of Hermes
Trismegistus, in the words "That which is Below corresponds to that which is
Above, and that which is Above, corresponds to that which is Below, to
accomplish the miracles of the One Thing".[18]

In accordance with the various levels of reality: physical, mental, and spiritual,
this relates that what happens on any level happens on every other. This is
however more often used in the sense of the microcosm and the macrocosm. The
microcosm is oneself, and the macrocosm is the universe. The macrocosm is as
the microcosm, and vice versa; within each lies the other, and through
understanding one (usually the microcosm) you can understand the other.[40]

Posthumous fate

There are mentions in Hermeticism about "metempsychosis" (not to be confused
with "reincarnation"), or the multiple occurrences of a being through the
manifestation, before he gets liberated from any condition. As Hermes states:

O son, how many bodies we have to pass through, how many bands of
demons, through how many series of repetitions and cycles of the stars, before we hasten to the One alone?[41]

Morality, good, and evil
Hermes explains in Book 9 of the Corpus Hermeticum that Nous brings forth both good and evil, depending on if he
receives input from God or from the demons. God brings good, while the demons bring evil. Among those things
brought by demons are:

adultery, murder, violence to one's father, sacrilege, ungodliness, strangling, suicide from a cliff and all such
other demonic actions.[42]

This provides a clearcut view that Hermeticism does indeed include a sense of morality. However, the word good is
used very strictly, to be restricted to use to the Supreme Good, God.[43] It is only God (in the sense of the Supreme
Good, not The All) who is completely free of evil to be considered good. Men are exempt of having the chance of
being good, for they have a body, consumed in the physical nature, ignorant of the Supreme Good.[44]

Among those things which are considered extremely sinful, is the focus on the material life, said to be the only thing
that offends God:
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As processions passing in the road cannot achieve anything themselves yet still obstruct others, so these men
merely process through the universe, led by the pleasures of the body.[45]

It is troublesome to oneself to have no "children". This is a symbolic description, not to mean physical, biological
children, but rather creations. Immediately before this claim, it is explained that God is "the Father" because it has
authored all things, it creates. Whether father or mother, one must create, do something positive in their life, as the
Supreme Good is a "generative power". The curse for not having "children" is to be imprisoned to a body, neither
male (active) nor female (thoughtful), leaving that person with a type of sterility, that of being unable to accomplish
anything.[46]

Cosmogony
The tale is given in the first book of the Corpus Hermeticum by God's Nous to Hermes Trismegistus after much
meditation. It begins as the ALL creates the elements after seeing the Cosmos and creating one just like it (our
Cosmos) from its own constituent elements and souls. From there, the ALL, being both male (Divine Father) and
female (Universal Mother), holding the Word (the logos), gave birth to a second Nous, creator of the world. This
second Nous created seven powers, or deities, (often seen as Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, the Sun and the
Moon) to travel in circles and govern destiny.
The Word then leaps forth from the materializing elements, which made them unintelligent. Nous then made the
governors spin, and from their matter sprang forth creatures without speech. Earth then was separated from Water
and the animals (other than Man) were brought forth from the Earth.
The Supreme Nous then created Man, androgynous, in his own image and handed over his creation. Man carefully
observed the creation of his brother, the lesser Nous, and received his and his Father's authority over it all. Man then
rose up above the spheres' paths to better view the creation, and then showed the form of the ALL to Nature. Nature
fell in love with it, and Man, seeing a similar form to his own reflecting in the water fell in love with Nature and
wished to dwell in it. Immediately Man became one with Nature and became a slave to its limitations such as gender
and sleep. Man thus became speechless (for it lost the Word) and became double, being mortal in body but immortal
in spirit, having authority of all but subject to destiny.
The tale does not specifically contradict the theory of evolution, other than for Man, but most Hermeticists fully
accept evolutionary theory as a solid grounding for the creation of everything from base matter to Man.[47]

Hermetic brotherhoods
Once Hermeticism was no longer endorsed by the Christian Church it was driven underground and a number of
Hermetic societies were formed. The Western esoteric tradition is now heavily steeped in Hermeticism. The work of
such writers as Pico Della Mirandola, who attempted to reconcile Jewish Kabbalah and Christian mysticism, brought
Hermeticism into a context more easily understood by Europeans in the Renaissance.
A few primarily Hermetic occult orders were founded in the late Middle Ages and early Renaissance. Hermetic
magic underwent a nineteenth century revival in Western Europe,[48] where it was practiced by people and within
groups such as the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, Aurum Solis, Ragon, Kenneth M. Mackenzie, Eliphas L¢vi,
Frederick Hockley, William Butler Yeats, and Arthur Machen.[49] Many Hermetic, or Hermetically influenced,
groups exist today, most of which are derived from the Golden Dawn, Rosicrucianism or Freemasonry.
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Rosicrucianism
Rosicrucianism is a Hermetic/Christian movement dating back to the 15th century. It consists of a secretive inner
body, and a more public outer body under the direction of the inner body.
This movement is symbolized by the rose (the soul) and the cross (the body of 4 elements). In other words, the
human soul crucified on the cross of the material plane.
The Rosicrucian Order consists of a graded system (similar to The Order of Freemasons) in which members move up
in rank and gain access to more knowledge. There is no fee for advancement. Once a member is deemed able to
understand the knowledge, they move on to the next grade.
There are three steps to their spiritual path: philosophy, qabbalah, and divine magic. In turn, there are three goals of
the order: 1) the abolition of monarchy and the institution of rule by a philosophical elect, 2) reformation of science,
philosophy, and ethics, and 3) discovery of the Panacea.
The sources dating the existence of the Rosicrucians to the 17th century are three German pamphlets: the Fama, the
Confessio Fraternitatis, and Chymical Wedding of Christian Rosenkreutz.[50] Some scholars believe these to be
hoaxes,[51] and that antedating Rosicrucian organizations are the first appearance of any real Rosicrucian fraternity.

Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn
Unlike the Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia, the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn was open to both sexes, and
treated both as equal. The order was a specifically Hermetic society, teaching the arts of alchemy, qabbalah, and the
magic of Hermes along with the principles of occult science. Israel Regardie claims that there are many orders, who
know what they do of magic from what has been leaked out of the Golden Dawn, by what he deems "renegade
members."
The order maintained the tightest of secrecy by severe penalties for loose lips. Overall, the general public was left
oblivious to the actions and even existence of the Golden Dawn, making the policies a success.[52] This secrecy was
broken first by Aleister Crowley, in 1905, and later by Israel Regardie himself in 1940, giving a detailed account of
the order's teachings to the general public.[53]

Esoteric Christianity
Hermetism and Hermeticism remains influential in Esoteric Christianity, especially Martinism.

Notes
[1] Churton p. 5
[2] "Hermeticism" The Concise Oxford Dictionary of World Religions
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[5] Collectanea Hermetica Edited by W. Wynn. Westcott Volume 2.
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[7] A Suggestive Inquiry into Hermetic Philosophy and Alchemy by Mary Anne Atwood 1850.
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[9] van den Broek and Hanegraaff (1997), p. vii
[10] This Leonardo di Pistoia was a monk (http:/ / www. ritmanlibrary. nl/ c/ p/ lib/ coll. html), not to be confused with the artist Leonardo da

Pistoia who was not born until c.1483 CE.
[11] The Way of Hermes, p. 9
[12] Tambiah Magic, Science, Religion, and the Scope of Rationality pp. 27Å28.
[13] The Way of Hermes, p. 9.
[14] Abel and Hare p. 7.
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[16] The Way of Hermes, pp. 9Å10.
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[18] Scully p. 321.
[19] Abel & Hare p. 12.
[20] "A Suggestive Inquiry into Hermetic Philosophy and Alchemy" with introduction by Isabelle de Steiger
[21] "Hermetic Papers of A. E. Waite: the Unknown Writings of a Modern Mystic" Edited by R. A. Gilbert
[22] "The Pymander of Hermes" Volume 2, Collectanea Hermetica" published by The Theosophical Publishing Society, 1894.
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[37] Garstin p. v
[38] Garstin p. 6
[39] Garstin p. vi
[40] Garstin p. 35.
[41] The Way of Hermes p. 33.
[42] The Way of Hermes p. 42.
[43] The Way of Hermes p. 28.
[44] The Way of Hermes p. 47.
[45] The Way of Hermes pp. 32Å3.
[46] The Way of Hermes p. 29.
[47] The Way of Hermes pp. 18Å20.
[48] Regardie p. 17.
[49] Regardie pp. 15Å6.
[50] Yates, Frances (1972). The Rosicrucian Enlightenment. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul. ISBN£0710073801.
[51] Prof. Carl Edwin Lindgren, "The Rose Cross, A Historical and Philosophical View" Ä http:/ / users. panola. com/ lindgren/ rosecross. html
[52] Regardie pp. 15Å7.
[53] Regardie p. ix.

References
á Abel, Christopher R. and Hare, William O. (1997). Hermes Trismegistus: An Investigation of the Origin of the

Hermetic Writings. Sequim: Holmes Publishing Group.
á Anonymous (2002). Meditations on the Tarot: A Journey into Christian Hermeticism. New York: Jeremy P.

Tarcher/Penguin.
á Budge, E. A. Wallis (1895). The Egyptian Book of the Dead: (The Papyrus of Ani) Egyptian Text Transliteration

and Translation. New York: Dover Publications.
á Churton, Tobias. The Golden Builders: Alchemists, Rosicrucians, and the First Freemasons. New York: Barnes

and Noble, 2002.
á Copenhaver, B.P. Hermetica, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1992.
á Garstin, E.J. Langford (2004). Theurgy or The Hermetic Practice. Berwick: Ibis Press. Published Posthumously
á Hoeller, Stephan A. On the Trail of the Winged God: Hermes and Hermeticism Throughout the Ages, Gnosis: A

Journal of Western Inner Traditions (Vol. 40, Summer 1996). Also at "Hermes and Hermeticism" (http:/ / www.
gnosis. org/ hermes. htm). Gnosis.org. Retrieved 2009-11-09.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Frances_Yates
http://users.panola.com/lindgren/rosecross.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=E._A._Wallis_Budge
http://www.gnosis.org/hermes.htm
http://www.gnosis.org/hermes.htm


Hermeticism 377

á Powell, Robert A. (1991). Christian Hermetic Astrology: The Star of the Magi and the Life of Christ. Hudson:
Anthroposohic Press.

á Regardie, Israel (1940). The Golden Dawn. St. Paul: Llewellyn Publications.
á Salaman, Clement and Van Oyen, Dorine and Wharton, William D. and Mah¢, Jean-Pierre (2000). The Way of

Hermes: New Translations of The Corpus Heremticum and The Definitions of Hermes Trismegistus to Asclepius.
Rochester: Inner Traditions.

á Scully, Nicki (2003). Alchemical Healing: A Guide to Spiritual, Physical, and Transformational Medicine.
Rochester: Bear & Company.

External links
á Online Version of the Corpus Hermeticum, version translated by [[John Everard (preacher)|John Everard (http:/ /

www. levity. com/ alchemy/ corpherm. html)] in 1650 CE from Latin version]
á Online Version of The Virgin of the World of Hermes Trismegistus, version translated by Anna Kingsford and

Edward Maitland in 1885 A.D. (http:/ / www. sacred-texts. com/ eso/ vow/ index. htm)
á Online version of The Kybalion (1912) (http:/ / www. gnostic. org/ kybalionhtm/ kybalion. htm)
á The Kybalion Resource Page (http:/ / www. kybalion. org)
á An introduction to Hermeticism by Paul Newall (2004) (http:/ / www. galilean-library. org/ manuscript.

php?postid=43803)
á Hermetics Resource Site (http:/ / www. hermetics. org)ÄMany Hermetics texts
á The Hermetic Library (http:/ / www. hermetic. com)ÄA collection of texts and sites relating to Hermeticism
á Hermeticism (http:/ / www. dmoz. org/ society/ Religion_and_Spirituality/ Esoteric_and_Occult/ Hermeticism/ )

at the Open Directory Project
á TransAlchemy (http:/ / www. transalchemy. com)-Modern scientific and singularitarian Hermetic research

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Israel_Regardie
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nicki_Scully
http://www.levity.com/alchemy/corpherm.html
http://www.levity.com/alchemy/corpherm.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Common_Era
http://www.sacred-texts.com/eso/vow/index.htm
http://www.gnostic.org/kybalionhtm/kybalion.htm
http://www.kybalion.org
http://www.galilean-library.org/manuscript.php?postid=43803
http://www.galilean-library.org/manuscript.php?postid=43803
http://www.hermetics.org
http://www.hermetic.com
http://www.dmoz.org/society/Religion_and_Spirituality/Esoteric_and_Occult/Hermeticism/
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Open_Directory_Project
http://www.transalchemy.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Singularitarianism


Ebionites 378

Ebionites
Ebionites, or Greek: UÊÑîÅêÄäÑ Ebionaioi, (derived from Hebrew ùûü ¡ü¢ ebyonim, ebionim, meaning the poor or
poor ones), is a patristic term referring to a Jewish Christian sect or sects that existed during the first centuries of the
Christian Era.[1] They regarded Jesus as the Messiah[2] and insisted on the necessity of following Jewish religious
law and rites.[3] The Ebionites used only one of the Jewish Gospels, revered James the Just and rejected Paul of
Tarsus as an apostate from the Law.[4] Their name suggests that they placed a special value on voluntary poverty.
Since historical records by the Ebionites are scarce, fragmentary and disputed, much of what is known or conjectured
about the Ebionites derives from the Church Fathers, who wrote polemics against the Ebionites, whom they deemed
heretical Judaizers.[5] [6] Consequently very little about the Ebionite sect or sects is known with certainty, and most,
if not all, statements about them are conjectural.
Many scholars distinguish the Ebionites from other Jewish Christian groups e.g. the Nazarenes.[7]

Name
The term Ebionites derives from the Hebrew ÷úûçìûÿ Ebionim, meaning "the Poor Ones",[8] [9] which has parallels in
the Psalms and the self-given term of pious Jewish circles.[10] [11] The term "the poor" was at first a common
designation for all Christians - a reference to their material as well as their voluntary poverty.[8] [12] [13] Following
schisms within the early Church, the graecized Hebrew term "Ebionite" was applied exclusively to Jewish Christians
separated from the developing Pauline Christianity, and later in the 4th century a specific group of Jewish Christians
or to a Jewish Christian sect distinct from the Nazarenes. All the while, the designation "the Poor" in other languages
was still used in its original, more general sense.[8] [10] [14] [15] Origen says "for Ebion signifies ÑpoorÖ among the
Jews, and those Jews who have received Jesus as Christ are called by the name of Ebionites."[16] [17] Tertullian was
first to write against a non-existent heresiarch called Ebion and scholars believe he derived the name Ebion from a
literal reading of Ebionaioi as meaning "followers of Ebion", a derivation now considered mistaken.[8] [10]

The divergent application of the term "Ebionite" persists today, as some authors choose to label as "Ebionites",
Jewish Christians that maintained a continuity with the Messianic eschatology of the Jerusalem Church under James
the Just[14] [15] [18] while others, though agreeing about the historical events, use it in a more restricted sense.[4]

Mainstream scholarship commonly uses the term in the restricted sense.[8] [10]

History
The earliest reference to a group that might fit the description of the Ebionites appears in Justin Martyr's Dialogue
with Trypho (c. 140). Justin distinguishes between Jewish Christians who observe the Law of Moses but do not
require its observance upon others, and those who believe the Mosaic Law to be obligatory on all.[19] Irenaeus (c.
180) was probably the first to use the term "Ebionites" to describe a heretical judaizing sect, which he regarded as
stubbornly clinging to the Law.[20] Origen (c. 212) remarks that the name derives from the Hebrew word "evyon,"
meaning "poor."[21] Epiphanius of Salamis in the 4th century gives the most complete but also questionable account
in his heresiology called Panarion, denouncing eighty heretical sects, among them the Ebionites.[22] [23] Epiphanius
mostly gives general descriptions of their religious beliefs and includes quotations from their gospels, which have
not survived. According to the Encyclopódia Britannica, the Ebionite movement may have arisen about the time of
the destruction of the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem (AD 70).[24] Others have argued that the Ebionites were more
faithful to the authentic teachings of Jesus and constituted the mainstream of the Jerusalem church before being
gradually marginalized by the followers of Paul of Tarsus.[4] [25] [26] [27] [28] [29]

The actual number of groups described as Ebionites is difficult to ascertain, as the contradictory patristic accounts in 
their attempt to distinguish various sects, sometimes confuse them with each other.[10] Other groups mentioned are 
the Carpocratians, the Cerinthians, the Elcesaites, the Nazarenes, the Nazoraeans, and the Sampsaeans, most of
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whom were Jewish Christian sects who held gnostic or other views rejected by the Ebionites. Epiphanius, however,
mentions that a group of Ebionites came to embrace some of these views despite keeping their name.[30]

As the Ebionites are first mentioned as such in the 2nd century, their earlier history and their relation to the first
Jerusalem church remains obscure and a matter of contention. Many scholars link the origin of the Ebionites with the
First Jewish-Roman War of 66Å70 CE. Prior to this, they are considered to be part of the Jerusalem church led by the
Apostle Peter and later by Jesus' brother, or cousin, James. Eusebius relates a tradition, probably based on Aristo of
Pella, that the early Christians left Jerusalem just prior to the war and fled to Pella beyond the Jordan River.[8] [10]

They were led by Simeon of Jerusalem (d. 107) and during the Second Jewish-Roman War, they were persecuted by
the Jewish followers of Bar Kochba for refusing to recognize his messianic claims.[30]

Map of the Decapolis showing the location of Pella.

According to some scholars, it was beyond the Jordan, that the
Nazarenes/Ebionites were first recognized as a distinct group
when some Jewish Christians receded farther from mainstream
Christianity, and approximated more and more closely to
Rabbinical Judaism, resulting in a "degeneration" into an
exclusively Jewish sect. Some from these groups later opened
themselves to either Jewish Gnostic (and possibly Essene) or
syncretic influences, as is seen in the book of Elchasai.[31] The
latter influence places some Ebionites in the context of the gnostic
movements widespread in Syria and the lands to the east.[10] [32]

After the end of the First Jewish-Roman War, the importance of
the Jerusalem church began to fade. Jewish Christianity became
dispersed throughout the Jewish diaspora in the Levant, where it
was slowly eclipsed by gentile Christianity, which then spread
throughout the Roman Empire without competition from
"judaizing" Christian groups.[33] Once the Jerusalem church, still
headed by Jesus' relatives, was eliminated during the Bar Kokhba
revolt in 135, the Ebionites gradually lost influence and followers.
According to one writer their decline was due to marginalization
and "persecution" by both Jews and Christians.[4] Following the
defeat of the rebellion and the expulsion of all Jews from Judea, Jerusalem became the Gentile city of Aelia
Capitolina. Many of the Jewish Christians residing at Pella renounced their Jewish practices at this time and joined to
the mainstream Christian church. Those who remained at Pella and continued in obedience to the Law were deemed
heretics.[34] In 375, Epiphanius records the settlement of Ebionites on Cyprus, but by the mid-5th century, Theodoret
of Cyrrhus reported that they were no longer present in the region.[30]
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Map showing the region of Hejaz outlined in red

Some scholars argue that the Ebionites survived much longer and
identify them with a sect encountered by the historian Abd
al-Jabbar ibn Ahmad around the year 1000.[35] Another possible
reference to surviving Ebionite communities in northwestern
Arabia, specifically the cities of Tayma and Tilmas, around the
11th century, appears in Sefer Ha'masaot, the "Book of the
Travels" of Rabbi Benjamin of Tudela, a rabbi from Spain.[36]

12th century Muslim historian Muhammad al-Shahrastani
mentions Jews living in nearby Medina and Hejaz who accepted
Jesus as a prophetic figure and followed traditional Judaism,
rejecting mainstream Christian views.[37] Some scholars argue that
they contributed to the development of the Islamic view of Jesus
due to exchanges of Ebionite remnants with the first Muslims.[10]

[27] However, Muslim theologians and those who accept their
narratives of early Islam maintain that the Islamic view of Jesus was revealed in the Quran well before any
significant Muslim encounter with Christians such as the Migration to Abyssinia.

Legacy
In the late 20th and early 21st centuries, several small yet competing new religious movements, such as the Ebionite
Jewish Community and others, have emerged claiming to be revivalists of the views and practices of early Ebionites,
although their idiosyncratic claims to authenticity cannot be verified.
The counter-missionary group Jews for Judaism favorably mentions the historical Ebionites in their literature in
order to argue that "Messianic Judaism", as promoted by missionary groups such as Jews for Jesus, is Pauline
Christianity misrepresenting itself as Judaism.[38] Some Messianic groups have expressed concern over leaders in
Israel that deny Jesus' divinity and the possible collapse of the Messianic movement due to a resurgence of
Ebionitism.[39] [40] In a recent polemic, a Messianic leader asked whether Christians should imitate the
Torah-observance of "neo-Ebionites".[41]

Views and practices

Judaic and Gnostic Ebionitism
Most patristic sources portray the Ebionites as traditional Jews, who zealously followed the Law of Moses, revered
Jerusalem as the holiest city,[20] and restricted table fellowship only to Gentiles who converted to Judaism.[19]

Yet some Church Fathers describe some Ebionites as departing from traditional Jewish principles of faith and
practice. For example, Epiphanius of Salamis stated that the Ebionites engaged in excessive ritual bathing,[42]

possessed an angelology which claimed that the Christ is a great archangel who was incarnated in Jesus and adopted
as the son of God,[43] [44] opposed animal sacrifice,[44] denying parts or most of the Law,[45] and practiced religious
vegetarianism,[46] and celebrated a commemorative meal annually,[47] on or around Passover, with unleavened bread
and water only, in contrast to the daily Christian Eucharist.[22] [48] [49]

However, the reliability of Epiphanius' account of the Ebionites is questioned by some scholars.[5] [50] Shlomo Pines,
for example, argues that the heterodox views and practices he ascribes to some Ebionites originated in Gnostic
Christianity rather than Jewish Christianity, and are characteristics of the Elcesaite sect, which Epiphanius
mistakenly attributed to the Ebionites.[35]

Another Church Father who described the Ebionites as departing from Christian Orthodoxy was Methodius of 
Olympus, who stated that the Ebionites believed that the prophets spoke only by their own power, and not by the
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power of the Holy Spirit.[51]

While mainstream biblical scholars do suppose some Essene influence on the nascent Jewish-Christian Church in
some organizational, administrative and cultic respects, some scholars go beyond that assumption. Among them,
some hold theories which have been discredited and others which remain controversial.[52]

Regarding the Ebionites specifically, a number of scholars have different theories on how the Ebionites may have
developed from an Essene Jewish messianic sect. Hans-Joachim Schoeps argues that the conversion of some Essenes
to Jewish Christianity after the Siege of Jerusalem in 70 CE may be the source of some Ebionites adopting Essene
views and practices;[27] while some conclude that the Essenes did not become Jewish Christians but still had an
influence on the Ebionites.[53]

However, Epiphanius of Salamis, in his book Panarion, 30:17:5, said the following: "But I already showed above
that Ebion did not know these things, but later, his followers that associated with Elchasai had the circumcision, the
Sabbath and the customs of Ebion, but the imagination of Elchasai".
Doing so, Epiphanius made it clear that the original Ebionites were different from those heterodox Ebionites that he
described.[54]

John the Baptist
The Gospel of the Ebionites might have been named after the followers of John the Baptist,[55] and Jesus initially
may have been amongst his followers.[56] [57] [58] The Ebionites shared many doctrines and practices with the
Essenes,[59] and possibly with those at Qumran.[60] [61]

In the Gospel of the Ebionites, as quoted by Epiphanius, John the Baptist and Jesus are portrayed as vegetarians.[62]

[63] [64] [65] [66] It is a matter of debate whether John was in fact a vegetarian (a notion reinforced by the "Slavonic
version" of Josephus)[25] [67] or whether some Ebionites (or the related Elchasaite sect which Epiphanius may have
mistaken for Ebionites) were projecting their vegetarianism onto him.[35]

Jesus
See also Jesus in the Talmud

The majority of Church Fathers agree that the Ebionites rejected many of the precepts central to Nicene orthodoxy,
such as his pre-existence, divinity, virgin birth, atoning death, and physical resurrection.[5] The Ebionites are
described as emphasizing the oneness of God and the humanity of Jesus as the biological son of both Mary and
Joseph, who by virtue of his righteousness, was chosen by God to be the messianic "prophet like Moses" (foretold in
Deuteronomy 18:14Å22) when he was anointed with the Holy Spirit at his baptism.[4] [68] Origen (Contra Celsum
5.61)[69] and Eusebius (Historia Ecclesiastica 3.27.3) recognise some variation in the Christology of Ebionite
groups; for example that while all Ebionites denied Christ's pre-existence there was a sub-group which did not deny
the virgin birth.[70] Theodoret, while dependent on earlier writers,[71] draws the conclusion that the two sub-groups
would have used different Gospels.[72]

Of the books of the New Testament, the Ebionites are said to have accepted only a Hebrew (or Aramaic) version of
the Gospel of Matthew, referred to as the Gospel of the Hebrews, as additional scripture to the Hebrew Bible. This
version of Matthew, Irenaeus reports, omitted the first two chapters (on the nativity of Jesus), and started with the
baptism of Jesus by John.[20]

The Ebionites believed that all Jews and Gentiles must observe the commandments in the Law of Moses,[19] in order
to become righteous and seek communion with God,[73] but these commandments must be understood in the light of
Jesus' expounding of the Law,[68] revealed during his sermon on the mount, and other evangelical counsels.[74] The
Ebionites may have held a form of "inaugurated eschatology" positing that the ministry of Jesus had ushered in the
Messianic Age so that the kingdom of God might be understood as present in an incipient fashion, while at the same
time awaiting consummation in the future age.[4] [68]
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James vs. Paul
James, the brother of Jesus, was the leader of the Jerusalem church.[75] Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles, established
many churches[76] and founded a Christian theology (see Pauline Christianity). At the Council of Jerusalem (c
49),[75] Paul argued to abrogate Mosaic observances[77] for his non-Jewish converts. When Paul recounted the events
to the Galatians (Galatians££2:9-10), he referred only to the remembrance of the poor rather than conveying the four
points of the council (Acts££15:19-21). The nature of the laws for the Gentiles described by James is contested (see
Council of Jerusalem).
Scholars who have studied the role of James in the Jerusalem Church, including Pierre Antoine Bernheim, Robert
Eisenman, Will Durant, Michael Goulder, Gerd Ludemann, John Painter, and James Tabor,[78] [18] [79] [80] [81] [82]

[83] argue that the Ebionites regarded James the Just as their leader, after Jesus' death.[84] [85] rather than Peter. Some
scholars argue[86] [87] that the Ebionites claimed a dynastic apostolic succession for the relatives of Jesus. They
opposed the Apostle Paul, who claimed that gentile Christians did not have to be circumcised or otherwise follow the
Law of Moses, and named him an apostate.[20] Epiphanius relates that some Ebionites alleged that Paul was a Greek
who converted to Judaism in order to marry the daughter of a high priest of Israel but apostatized when she rejected
him.[88] [89] Other scholars, such as Richard Bauckham, dispute this in part by arguing that the immediate successors
to the Jerusalem Church under James and the relatives of Jesus were the Nazoraeans, who accepted Paul, while the
Ebionites were a later offshoot of the early second century.[90] [91]

Ebionite Writings
Few writings of the Ebionites have survived, and these are in uncertain form. The Recognitions of Clement and the
Clementine Homilies, two 3rd century Christian works, are regarded by general scholarly consensus as largely or
entirely Jewish Christian in origin and reflect Jewish Christian beliefs. The exact relationship between the Ebionites
and these writings is debated, but Epiphanius's description of some Ebionites in Panarion 30 bears a striking
similarity to the ideas in the Recognitions and Homilies. Scholar Glenn Alan Koch speculates that Epiphanius likely
relied upon a version of the Homilies as a source document.[23] Some scholars also speculate that the core of the
Gospel of Barnabas, beneath a polemical medieval Muslim overlay, may have been based upon an Ebionite or
gnostic document.[92] The existence and origin of this source continues to be debated by scholars.[93]

The Catholic Encyclopedia classifies the Ebionite writings into four groups:[94]

Gospel of the Ebionites

Irenaeus stated that the Ebionites used Matthew's Gospel exclusively.[95] Eusebius of Caesarea later wrote that they
used only the Gospel of the Hebrews.[96] From this the minority view of James R. Edwards (2009) and Bodley's
Librarian Edward Nicholson (1879) claims that there was only one Hebrew gospel in circulation, Matthew's Gospel
of the Hebrews. They also note that the title Gospel of the Ebionites, was never used by anyone in the early
Church.[97] [98] [99] Epiphanius contended that the gospel the Ebionites used, was written by Matthew and called the
Gospel of the Hebrews.[100] Because Epiphanius said that it was "not wholly complete, but falsified and
mutilated...",[101] writers such as Walter Richard Cassels(1877), Theodoret (c.393 Å c.457) and Pierson Parker
(1940) consider it a different "edition" of Matthew's Hebrew Gospel; the Ebionites having added some of their oral
tradition or Midrash (See Sitz im Leben).[102] [103] However, internal evidence from the quotations in Panarion
30.13.4 and 30.13.7 suggest that the text was a Gospel harmony originally composed in Greek.[104]

Mainstream scholarly texts, such as the standard edition of the New Testament Apocrypha edited by Wilhelm
Schneemelcher generally refer to the text Jerome cites as used by the Ebionites as the Gospel of the Ebionites,
though this is not a term current in the Early Church.[105] [106]
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Clementine literature

The collection of New Testament apocrypha known as the Clementine literature included three works known in
antiquity as the Circuits of Peter, the Acts of the Apostles and a work usually titled the Ascents of James. They are
specifically referenced by Epiphanius in his polemic against the Ebionites. The first-named books are substantially
contained in the Homilies of Clement under the title of Clement's Compendium of Peter's itinerary sermons, and also
in the Recognitions attributed to Clement. They form an early Christian didactic fiction to express Jewish Christian
views, i.e. the primacy of James the Just, their connection with the episcopal see of Rome, and their antagonism to
Simon Magus, as well as gnostic doctrines. Scholar Robert E. Van Voorst opines of the Ascents of James (R
1.33Å71), "There is, in fact, no section of the Clementine literature about whose origin in Jewish Christianity one
may be more certain".[50] Despite this assertion, he expresses reservations that the material is genuinely Ebionite in
origin.

Symmachus

Symmachus produced a translation of the Hebrew Bible in Koine Greek, which was used by Jerome and is still
extant in fragments, and his lost Hypomnemata, written to counter the canonical Gospel of Matthew. Although lost,
the Hypomnemata[107] [108] is probably identical to De distinctione prìceptorum mentioned by Ebed Jesu
(Assemani, Bibl. Or., III, 1). The identity of Symmachus as an Ebionite has been questioned in recent
scholarship.[109]

Book of Elchesai

The Book of Elchesai or Aramaic Hayil Kesai, meaning "Hidden Power" (see Pan. 19.2.2) is believed to have been
written originally in Aramaic as a Jewish apocalypse, probably in Babylonia, in 116-117 CE. It was reported by
Hippolytus to have been brought to Rome in c. 230 CE by Alcibiades of Apamea.[110] Those who accepted its
doctrines and new practices were called Elcesaites. Epiphanius claimed the Ebionites also used this book as a source
for some of their beliefs and practices (Pan. 30.17).[23] [111] [112]

Religious perspectives
The mainstream Christian view of the Ebionites is based on the polemical views of the Church Fathers who
portrayed them as heretics for rejecting many of the central Christian views of Jesus, and allegedly having an
improper fixation on the Law of Moses at the expense of the grace of God.[94] In this view, the Ebionites may have
been the descendants of a Jewish Christian sect within the early Jerusalem church which broke away from its
mainstream theology.[113]

The mainstream Jewish view of the Ebionites is that they were Jewish heretics due to their refusal to see Jesus as a
false prophet and failed Jewish Messiah claimant but also for wanting to include their gospel into the canon of the
Hebrew Bible.[4]

Mainstream Islam charges mainstream Christianity with having corrupted the Bible. Some in the Muslim community
believe that the Ebionites (as opposed to Christians they encountered) were faithful to the original teachings of Jesus
with shared views about Jesus' humanity, though the Islamic view of Jesus conflicts with the Ebionites' views
regarding the virgin birth and the crucifixion.[114]

Some scholars (secular or from mainstream Christianity) are acknowledging the recent emphasis on the Jewishness
of Jesus and his earliest followers, and commenting on how they reconcile the Jewish Jesus with the Christ of their
faith.[115] On the other hand, some Christian apologists have criticized the quest for the historical Jesus as having
resulted in a "revival of the Ebionite heresy".[116]
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Neo-Ebionites
There are a number of internet groups which claim to be successors of the original Ebionites, such as the Ebionite
Jewish Community, founded in 1995. The group's founder, Shemayah Phillips, had briefly been a member of the
Assemblies of Yahweh in 1985, before becoming an Ebionite. The Ebionite Jewish Community is a part of the
Sacred Name movement, and includes in its specific beliefs a denial of the divinity of Christ and a rejection of
Trinitarianism, and sees Paul the Apostle as a false prophet.[117]
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Cerdonians
The Cerdonians were a Gnostic sect founded by Cerdo, a Syrian, who came to Rome about 137, but concerning
whose history little is known. They held that there are two first causes Ä the perfectly good and the perfectly evil.
The latter is also the creator of the world, the god of the Jews, and the author of the Old Testament. Jesus Christ is
the son of the good deity; he was sent into the world to oppose the evil; but his incarnation, and therefore his
sufferings, were a mere appearance. Regarding the body as the work of the evil deity, the Cerdonians formed a moral
system of great severity, prohibiting marriage, wine and the eating of flesh, and advocating fasting and other
austerities.
Most of what the Church Fathers narrate of Cerdo's tenets has probably been transferred to him from his famous
pupil Marcion, like whom he is said to have rejected the Old Testament and the New, except part of Luke's Gospel
and of Paul's epistles.
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Marcionism

Marcion of Sinope

Marcionism was an Early Christian dualist belief system that originated
in the teachings of Marcion of Sinope at Rome around the year 144;[1]

see also Christianity in the 2nd century.

Marcion believed Jesus Christ was the savior sent by God and Paul of
Tarsus was his chief apostle, but he rejected the Hebrew Bible and the
God of Israel (YHWH£Elohim). Marcionists believed that the wrathful
Hebrew God was a separate and lower entity than the all-forgiving God
of the New Testament. This belief was in some ways similar to Gnostic
Christian theology; notably, both are dualistic.

Marcionism, similar to Gnosticism, depicted the Hebrew God of the Old
Testament as a tyrant or demiurge (see also God as the Devil). Marcion
was labeled as gnostic by Eusebius.[2] Marcion's canon consisted of
eleven books: A gospel consisting of ten chapters from the Gospel of
Luke edited by Marcion (the current canonical Gospel of Luke has 24
chapters); and ten of Paul's epistles. All other epistles and gospels of the
27 book New Testament canon were rejected.[3] Paul's epistles enjoy a prominent position in the Marcionite canon,
since Paul is credited with correctly transmitting the universality of Jesus' message. Other authors' epistles were
rejected since they seemed to suggest that Jesus had simply come to found a new sect within broader Judaism.
Religious tribalism of this sort seemed to echo Yahwism, and was thus regarded as a corruption of the Heavenly
Father's teaching.

Marcionism was denounced by its opponents as heresy, and written against, notably by Tertullian, in a five-book
treatise Adversus Marcionem, written about 208. Marcion's writings are lost, though they were widely read and
numerous manuscripts must have existed. Even so, many scholars (including Henry Wace) claim it is possible to
reconstruct and deduce a large part of ancient Marcionism through what later critics, especially Tertullian, said
concerning Marcion.
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History
According to Tertullian and other writers of the mainstream Church (which scholars refer to as Proto-orthodox
Christianity), the movement known as Marcionism began with the teachings and excommunication of Marcion from
the Early centers of Christianity Catholic Church around 144. Marcion was reportedly a wealthy shipowner, the son
of a bishop of Sinope of Pontus, Asia Minor. He arrived in Rome c. 140, soon after Bar Kokhba's revolt. That
revolution, along with other Jewish-Roman wars (the Great Jewish Revolt and the Kitos War), provides some of the
historical context of the founding of Marcionism; see also Anti-Judaism in the Roman Empire. Marcion was
excommunicated from the Catholic Church because he was threatening to make schisms in the church.[4]

Marcion used his personal wealth, (particularly a donation returned to him by the Catholic Church after he was
excommunicated), to fund an ecclesiastical organization. Marcionism continued in the West for 300 years, although
Marcionistic ideas persisted much longer.[5]

The organization continued in the East for some centuries later, particularly outside the Byzantine Empire in areas
which later would be dominated by Manichaeism.

Schism within Marcionism
By the reign of emperor Commodus Marcionism was divided into various opinions with various leaders; among
whom was Apelles, whom Rhodo describes as: "...priding himself on his manner of life and his age, acknowledges
one principle, but says that the prophecies are from an opposing principle, being led to this view by the responses of
a maiden by name Philumene, who was possessed by a demon".
But others, among whom were Potitus and Basilicus, held to two principles, as did Marcion himself. Others consider
that there are not only two, but three natures. Of these, Syneros was the leader and chief.[6]

Teachings
Marcion declared that Christianity was distinct from and in opposition to Judaism, see also Anti-Judaism. He
rejected the entire Hebrew Bible, and declared that the God of the Hebrew Bible was a lesser demiurge, who had
created the earth, but was (de facto) the source of evil.
The premise of Marcionism is that many of the teachings of Christ are incompatible with the actions of the God of
the Old Testament. Focusing on the Pauline traditions of the Gospel, Marcion felt that all other conceptions of the
Gospel, and especially any association with the Old Testament religion, was opposed to, and a backsliding from, the
truth. He further regarded the arguments of Paul regarding law and gospel, wrath and grace, works and faith, flesh
and spirit, sin and righteousness, death and life, as the essence of religious truth. He ascribed these aspects and
characteristics as two principles, the righteous and wrathful God of the Old Testament, who is at the same time
identical with the creator of the world, and a second God of the Gospel, quite unknown before Christ, who is only
love and mercy.[7]

Marcionites held maltheistic views of the God of the Hebrew Bible (known to some Gnostics as Yaltabaoth), that he
was inconsistent, jealous, wrathful and genocidal, and that the material world he created was defective, a place of
suffering; the God who made such a world is a bungling or malicious demiurge.

ÄIn the God of the [Old Testament] he saw a being whose character was stern justice, and therefore anger, contentiousness and unmercifulness.
The law which rules nature and man appeared to him to accord with the characteristics of this God and the kind of law revealed by him, and
therefore it seemed credible to him that this God is the creator and lord of the world (®äÉèä®ú¶ãîú [English transliteration:
kosmokrator/cosmocrator]). As the law which governs the world is inflexible and yet, on the other hand, full of contradictions, just and again
brutal, and as the law of the Old Testament exhibits the same features, so the God of creation was to Marcion a being who united in himself
the whole gradations of attributes from justice to malevolence, from obstinacy to inconsistency."[8] Å
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In Marcionite belief, Christ was not a Jewish Messiah, but a spiritual entity that was sent by the Monad to reveal the
truth about existence, and thus allowing humanity to escape the earthly trap of the demiurge. Marcion called God,
the Stranger God, or the Alien God, in some translations, as this deity had not had any previous interactions with the
world, and was wholly unknown. See also the Unknown God of Hellenism.
In various popular sources, Marcion is often reckoned among the Gnostics, but as the Oxford Dictionary of the
Christian Church (3rd ed.) puts it, "it is clear that he would have had little sympathy with their mythological
speculations" (p.£1034). In 1911 Henry Wace stated:

ÄA modern divine would turn away from the dreams of Valentinianism in silent contempt; but he could not refuse to discuss the question raised
by Marcion, whether there is such opposition between different parts of what he regards as the word of God, that all cannot come from the
same author. Å

A primary difference between Marcionites and Gnostics was that the Gnostics based their theology on secret wisdom
(as, for example, Valentinius who claimed to receive the secret wisdom from Theudas who received it direct from
Paul) of which they claimed to be in possession, whereas Marcion based his theology on the contents of the Letters
of Paul and the recorded sayings of Jesus Ä in other words, an argument from scripture, with Marcion defining what
was and was not scripture. Also, the Christology of the Marcionites is thought to have been primarily Docetic,
denying the human nature of Christ. This may have been due to the unwillingness of Marcionites to believe that
Jesus was the son of both God the Father and the demiurge. Classical Gnosticism, by contrast, held that Jesus was
the son of both, even having a natural human father; that he was both the Messiah of Judaism and the world Savior.
Scholars of Early Christianity disagree on whether to classify Marcion as a Gnostic: Adolf Von Harnack does not
classify Marcion as a Gnostic,[9] whereas G. R. S. Mead does.[10] Von Harnack argued that Marcion was not a
Gnostic in the strict sense because Marcion rejected elaborate creation myths, and did not claim to have special
revelation or secret knowledge. Mead claimed Marcionism makes certain points of contact with Gnosticism in its
view that the creator of the material world is not the true deity, rejection of materialism and affirmation of a
transcendent, purely good spiritual realm in opposition to the evil physical realm, the belief Jesus was sent by the
"True" God to save humanity, the central role of Jesus in revealing the requirements of salvation, the belief Paul had
a special place in the transmission of this "wisdom", and its docetism. According to the 1911 Encyclopódia
Britannica article on Marcion [32]:

ÄIt was no mere school for the learned, disclosed no mysteries for the privileged, but sought to lay the foundation of the Christian community
on the pure gospel, the authentic institutes of Christ. The pure gospel, however, Marcion found to be everywhere more or less corrupted and
mutilated in the Christian circles of his time. His undertaking thus resolved itself into a reformation of Christendom. This reformation was to
deliver Christendom from false Jewish doctrines by restoring the Pauline conception of the gospel, Paul being, according to Marcion, the only
apostle who had rightly understood the new message of salvation as delivered by Christ. In Marcion's own view, therefore, the founding of his
churchÄto which he was first driven by oppositionÄamounts to a reformation of Christendom through a return to the gospel of Christ and to
Paul; nothing was to be accepted beyond that. This of itself shows that it is a mistake to reckon Marcion among the Gnostics. A dualist he
certainly was, but he was not a Gnostic. Å

Marcionism shows the influence of Hellenistic philosophy on Christianity, and presents a moral critique of the Old
Testament from the standpoint of Platonism. According to Harnack, the sect may have led other Christians to
introduce a formal statement of beliefs into their liturgy (see Creed) and to formulate a canon of authoritative
Scripture of their own, thus eventually producing the current canon of the New Testament.

ÄAs for the main question, however, whether he knew of, or assumes the existence of, a written New Testament of the Church in any sense
whatever, in this case an affirmatory answer is most improbable, because if this were so he would have been compelled to make a direct attack
upon the New Testament of the Church, and if such an attack had been made we should have heard of it from Tertullian. Marcion, on the
contrary, treats the Catholic Church as one that 'follows the Testament of the Creator-God,' and directs the full force of his attack against this
Testament and against the falsification of the Gospel and of the Pauline Epistles. His polemic would necessarily have been much less simple if
he had been opposed to a Church which, by possessing a New Testament side by side with the Old Testament, had ipso facto placed the latter
under the shelter of the former. In fact MarcionÇs position towards the Catholic Church is intelligible, in the full force of its simplicity, only
under the supposition that the Church had not yet in her hand any 'litera scripta Novi Testamenti.'[11] Å
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Marcion is believed to have imposed a severe morality on his followers, some of whom suffered in the persecutions.
In particular, he refused to re-admit those who recanted their faith under Roman persecution; see also Lapsi
(Christian).

Marcionite canon
Tertullian claimed Marcion was the first to separate the New Testament from the Old Testament.[12] Marcion is said
to have gathered scriptures from Jewish tradition, and juxtaposed these against the sayings and teachings of Jesus in
a work entitled the Antithesis.[13] Besides the Antithesis, the Testament of the Marcionites was also composed of a
Gospel of Christ which was Marcion's version of Luke, and that the Marcionites attributed to Paul, that was different
in a number of ways from the version that is now regarded as canonical.[14] It seems to have lacked all prophecies of
Christ's coming, as well as the Infancy account, the baptism, and the verses were more terse in general. It also
included ten of the Pauline Epistles (but not the Pastoral Epistles or the Epistle to the Hebrews, and, according to the
Muratonian canon, included a Marcionite Paul's epistle to the Alexandrians and an epistle to the Laodiceans)[15] In
bringing together these texts, Marcion redacted what is perhaps the first New Testament canon on record, which he
called the Gospel and the Apostolikon, which reflects his belief the writings reflect the apostle Paul and Jesus.
The Prologues to the Pauline Epistles (which are not a part of the text, but short introductory sentences as one might
find in modern study Bibles [16]), found in several older Latin codices, are now widely believed to have been written
by Marcion or one of his followers. Harnack notes [17]:

ÄWe have indeed long known that Marcionite readings found their way into the ecclesiastical text of the Pauline Epistles, but now for seven
years we have known that Churches actually accepted the Marcionite prefaces to the Pauline Epistles! De Bruyne has made one of the finest
discoveries of later days in proving that those prefaces, which we read first in Codex Fuldensis and then in numbers of later manuscripts, are
Marcionite, and that the Churches had not noticed the cloven hoof. Å

Conversely, several early Latin codices contain Anti-Marcionite prologues to the Gospels.

Reaction to Marcion by early Christians
According to a remark by Origen (Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew 15.3), Marcion "prohibited allegorical
interpretations of the scripture". Tertullian disputed this in his treatise against Marcion, as did Henry Wace:

ÄThe story proceeds to say that he asked the Roman presbyters to explain the texts, "A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit," and "No man
putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment," texts from which he himself deduced that works in which evil is to be found could not
proceed from the good God, and that the Christian dispensation could have nothing in common with the Jewish. Rejecting the explanation
offered him by the presbyters, he broke off the interview with a threat to make a schism in their church.[18] Å

Tertullian, along with Epiphanius of Salamis, also charged that Marcion set aside the gospels of Matthew, Mark and
John, and used Luke alone.[19] Tertullian cited Luke 6:43-45 (a good tree does not produce bad fruit)[20] and Luke
5:36-38 (nobody tears a piece from a new garment to patch an old garment or puts new wine in old wineskins),[21] in
theorizing that Marcion set about to recover the authentic teachings of Jesus. Irenaeus claimed,

Ä[Marcion's] salvation will be the attainment only of those souls which had learned his doctrine; while the body, as having been taken from the
earth, is incapable of sharing in salvation.[22] Å

Tertullian also attacked this view in De Carne Christi.
Hippolytus reported that Marcion's phantasmal (and Docetist) Christ was "revealed as a man, though not a man", and
did not really die on the cross.[23] However, Ernest Evans, in editing this work, observes:
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ÄThis may not have been Marcion's own belief. It was certainly that of Hermogenes (cf. Tertullian, Adversus Hermogenem) and probably other
gnostics and Marcionites, who held that the intractability of this matter explains the world's many imperfections. Å

Recent scholarship
In Lost Christianities, Bart Ehrman contrasts the Marcionites with the Ebionites as polar ends of a spectrum with
regard to the Old Testament.[24] Ehrman acknowledges many of Marcion's ideas are very close to what is known
today as "Gnosticism", especially its rejection of the Jewish God, the Old Testament, and the material world, and his
elevation of Paul as the primary apostle. In the PBS documentary, From Jesus to Christ [25], narrated by Elaine
Pagels, Ehrman, Karen King, and other secular New Testament scholars, Marcion's role in the formation of the New
Testament canon is discussed as pivotal, and the first to explicitly state it. There were early Christian groups, such as
the Ebionites, that did not accept Paul as part of their canon.
Robert M. Price, a New Testament scholar at Johnnie Colemon Theological Seminary, considers the Pauline canon
problem[26] : how, when, and who collected Paul's epistles to the various churches as a single collection of epistles.
The evidence that the early church fathers, such as Clement, knew of the Pauline epistles is unclear. Price
investigates several historical scenarios and comes to the conclusion and identifies Marcion as the first person known
in recorded history to collect Paul's writings to various churches together as a canon, the Pauline epistles. Robert
Price summarizes,

ÄBut the first collector of the Pauline Epistles had been Marcion. No one else we know of would be a good candidate, certainly not the
essentially fictive Luke, Timothy, and Onesimus. And Marcion, as Burkitt and Bauer show, fills the bill perfectly.[27] Å

If this is correct, then Marcion's role in the formation and development of Christianity is pivotal.

Marcionism in Modern history
Historic Marcionism, and the church Marcion himself established, appeared to die out around the 5th century,
although similarities between Marcionism and Paulicianism, a later heresy in the same geographical area, indicate
that Marcionist ideas may have survived and even contributed to heresies in Bulgaria and France. Whether or not
that is the case, Marcion's influence and criticism of the Old Testament are discussed to this very day. Marcionism is
discussed in recent textbooks on early Christianity, such as Lost Christianities by Bart Ehrman. Marcion claimed to
find problems in the Old Testament; problems which many modern thinkers cite today (see Criticism of the Bible
and Biblical law in Christianity), especially its alleged approval of atrocities and genocide.
Many atheists, agnostics, and secular humanists agree with Marcion's examples of Bible atrocities, and cite the same
passages of the Old Testament to discredit Christianity and Judaism.[28] Most Christians agree with Marcion that the
Old Testament's alleged approval of genocide and murder are inappropriate models to follow today. Some Christian
scholars, such as Gleason Archer and Norman Geisler, have dedicated much of their time to the attempt to resolve
these perceived difficulties, while others have argued that just punishments (divine or human), even capital
punishments, are not genocide or murder because murder and genocide are unjustified by definition (see Christian
Reconstructionism).
On the other hand, because of the rejection of the Old Testament which originates in the Jewish Bible, the
Marcionites have been believed by some Christians to be anti-Jewish. Indeed, the word Marcionism has sometimes
been used in modern times to refer to anti-Jewish tendencies in Christian churches, especially when such tendencies
have been thought to be surviving residues of ancient Marcionism.
For some, the postulated problems of the Old Testament, and the appeal of Jesus are such that they identify 
themselves as modern day Marcionites, and follow his solution in keeping the New Testament as sacred scripture, 
and rejecting the Old Testament canon and practices. A term sometimes used for these groups is "New Testament

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bart_Ehrman
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Elaine_Pagels
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Elaine_Pagels
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Karen_King
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Development_of_the_New_Testament_canon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Development_of_the_New_Testament_canon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Paulicianism
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Criticism_of_the_Bible
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Biblical_law_in_Christianity
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Atheists
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Agnostics
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Secular_humanists
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gleason_Archer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Norman_Geisler
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Christian_Reconstructionism
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Christian_Reconstructionism
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jewish_Bible
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Christian
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Anti-Semitism
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jewish


Marcionism 394

Only Christians". Carroll R. Bierbower is a pastor of a church he says is Marcionite in theology and practice.[29] The
Cathar movement, historically and in modern times, reject the Old Testament for the reasons Marcion enunciated. It
remains unclear whether the 11th century Cathar movement is in continuation of earlier Gnostic and Marcion
streams, or represents an independent re-invention. John Lindell, a former Methodist and Unitarian Universalist
pastor, advocates Christian deism, which does not include the Old Testament as part of its theology.[30]

Notes
[1] (115 years and 6 months from the Crucifixion, according to Tertullian's reckoning in Adversus Marcionem, xv)
[2] "Marcion was the most earnest, the most practical, and the most dangerous among the Gnostics, full of energy and zeal for reforming, but

restless rough and eccentric. He has a remote connection with modern questions of biblical criticism and the canon. He anticipated a
rationalistic opposition to the Old Testament and to the Pastoral Epistles, but in a very arbitrary and unscrupulous way. He could see only
superficial differences in the Bible, not the deeper harmony. He rejected the heathen mythology of the other Gnostics, and adhered to
Christianity as the only true religion; he was less speculative, and gave a higher place to faith. But he was utterly destitute of historical sense,
and put Christianity into a radical conflict with all previous revelations of God; as if God had neglected the world for thousands of years until
he suddenly appeared in Christ. He represents an extreme anti-Jewish and pseudo-Pauline tendency, and a magical supranaturalism, which, in
fanatical zeal for a pure primitive Christianity, nullifies all history, and turns the gospel into an abrupt, unnatural, phantomlike appearance.
Marcion was the son of a bishop of Sinope in Pontus, and gave in his first fervor his property to the church, but was excommunicated by his
own father, probably on account of his heretical opinions and contempt of authority..86 He betook himself, about the middle of the second
century, to Rome (140Å155), which originated none of the Gnostic systems, but attracted them all. There he joined the Syrian Gnostic, Cerdo."
History of the Christian Church, Volume II: Ante-Nicene Christianity. A.D. 100-325. Marcion and his School by PHILIP SCHAFF (http:/ /
www. ccel. org/ ccel/ schaff/ hcc2. v. xiii. xvi. html)

[3] Eusebius' Church History (http:/ / www. ccel. org/ ccel/ schaff/ hcc2. v. xiii. xvi. html)
[4] Mead 1931, pp.241-249 (http:/ / www. gnosis. org/ library/ marcion/ Mead. htm)
[5] Berdyaev Online Library (http:/ / www. berdyaev. com/ berdiaev/ berd_lib/ 1928_336. html)
[6] Eusebius of Caesarea, Ecclesiastical History, Book v. Chapter xiii.
[7] Adolf von Harnack, History of Dogma, vol. 1, ch. 5, p. 269 (http:/ / www. ccel. org/ ccel/ harnack/ dogma1. ii. iii. v. html#ii. iii. v-Page_269)
[8] Harnack, idem., p.271 (http:/ / www. ccel. org/ ccel/ harnack/ dogma1. ii. iii. v. html#ii. iii. v-Page_271)
[9] Article on Adolf Von Harnack (http:/ / www. webcom. com/ gnosis/ library/ marcion/ Harnack. html)
[10] G. R. S. Mead, Fragments of a Faith Forgotten: Some Short Sketches among the Gnostics of the First Two Centuries (London, 1906), p.

246. (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=TgRv8m2WGy8C& pg=PA246& dq="it+ is+ evident+ that+ the+ Marcionite+ tradition"&
hl=en& ei=Tu09TYKOMsOclgexprH-Bg& sa=X& oi=book_result& ct=result& resnum=3& ved=0CDIQ6AEwAg#v=onepage& q="it is
evident that the Marcionite tradition"& f=false)

[11] Harnack, Origin of the New Testament, appendix 6, pp. 222-23 (http:/ / www. ccel. org/ ccel/ harnack/ origin_nt. v. vi. html#v. vi-Page_222)
[12] McDonald & Sanders, editors, The Canon Debate, 2002, chapter 18 by Everett Ferguson, page 310, quoting Tertullian's De praescriptione

haereticorum 30: "Since Marcion separated the New Testament from the Old, he is necessarily subsequent to that which he separated,
inasmuch as it was only in his power to separate what was previously united. Having been united previous to its separation, the fact of its
subsequent separation proves the subsequence also of the man who effected the separation." Page 308, note 61 adds: "[Wolfram] Kinzig
suggests that it was Marcion who usually called his Bible testamentum [Latin for testament]."

[13] Gnostic Society Library (http:/ / www. gnosis. org/ library/ marcion/ antithes. htm) presentation of Marcion's Antithesis
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[19] From the perspectives of Tertullian and Epiphanius (when the four gospels had largely canonical status, perhaps in reaction to the challenge
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by his critics to became the gospel we know today as Luke, rather than the story from his critics that he changed a canonical gospel to get his
version. For example, compare Luke 5:39 to 5:36-38, did Marcion delete 5:39 from his Gospel or was it added later to counteract a Marcionist
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[23] Tertullian Adversus Marcionem ("Against Marcion") (http:/ / www. tertullian. org/ articles/ evans_marc/ evans_marc_02intro. htm),
translated and edited by Ernest Evans
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Colorbasians
In early Christianity, the Colorbasians were a branch of Gnostics, so called from Colorbasus, who improved on the
visions of the Gnostics that had preceded them. Epiphanius enumerates and rebuts their beliefs in the Panarion.

 £This article incorporates content from the 1728 Cyclopaedia, a publication in the public domain.

Simonians
The Simonians were a Gnostic sect of the 2nd century which regarded Simon Magus as its founder and traced its
doctrines, known as Simonianism, back to him. The sect flourished in Syria, in various districts of Asia Minor and
at Rome. In the 3rd century remnants of it still existed,[1] which survived until the 4th century.
Justin Martyr wrote in his Apology [152 AD], the sect of the Simonians appears to have been formidable, for he
speaks four times of their founder, Simon.[2] [3]

The Simonians are mentioned by Hegesippus;[4] their doctrines are quoted and opposed in connection with Simon
Magus by Irenaeus,[5] by the Philosophumena,[6] and later by Epiphanius of Salamis.[7] Origen also mentions that
some of the sect were called Heleniani.[8]

The Great Declaration
In the Philosophumena of Hippolytus, Simon's doctrine is recorded according to his reputed work, The Great
Declaration, and it is evident that we have the doctrinal opinions of the Simonians as they had developed in the 2nd
century. As Hippolytus himself in more than one place[9] points out, it is an earlier form of the Valentinian doctrine,
but there are things reminiscent of Aristotelian and Stoic physics.

Outline
The whole book is a mixture of Hellenism and Hebraism, in which the same method of allegory is applied to Homer
and Hesiod as to Moses. Starting from the assertion of Moses that God is "a devouring fire" (Deuteronomy 4:24),
Simon combined therewith the philosophy of Heraclitus which made fire the first principle of all things. This first
principle he denominated a "Boundless Power," and he declared it to dwell in the sons of men, beings born of flesh
and blood. But fire was not the simple thing that the many imagined, and Simon distinguished between its hidden
and its manifest qualities, maintaining, like John Locke, that the former were the cause of the latter. Like the Stoics
he conceived of it as an intelligent being. From this ungenerated being sprang the generated world of which we
know, whereof there were six roots, having each its inner and its outer side, and arranged as follows:
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These six roots, Mind, Voice, Reason, Reflection, Name, and Thought, are also called six powers. Commingled with
them all was the great power, the "Boundless Power." This was that which "has stood, stands, and will stand," the
seventh power (root) corresponding to the seventh day after the six days of creation. This seventh power existed
before the world, it is the Spirit of God that moved upon the face of the waters (Genesis 1:2). It existed potentially in
every child of man, and might be developed in each to its own immensity. The small might become great, the point
be enlarged to infinity.[10] This indivisible point which existed in the body, and of which none but the spiritual knew,
was the Kingdom of Heaven, and the grain of mustard-seed.[11] But it rested with us to develop it, and it is this
responsibility which is referred to in the wordsÄ"that we may not be condemned with the world" (1 Corinthians
11:32). For if the image of the Standing One were not actualized in us, it would not survive the death of the body.
"The axe," he said, "is nigh to the roots of the tree: Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is cut down and cast
into the fire" (cf. Matthew 3:10).

Eden
There is a remarkable physiological interpretation of the Garden of Eden that evinces a certain amount of anatomical
knowledge on the part of Simon or his followers. Here, Paradise is the womb, and the river going out of Eden is
envisioned as the umbilical cord.

The navel [i.e., the umbilical cord], he says, is divided into four channels, for on either side of the navel two 
air-ducts [i.e., the umbilical arteries] are stretched to convey the breath, and two [umbilical] veins to convey 
blood. But when, he says, the navel going forth from the region of Eden is attached to the foetus in the 
epigastric regions, that which is commonly called by everyone the navel . . . and the two veins by which the 
blood flows and is carried from the Edenic region through what are called the gates [porta] of the liver, which 
nourish the foetus. And the air-ducts, which we said were channels for breath, embracing the bladder on either 
side in the region of the pelvis, are united at the great duct which is called the dorsal aorta. . . . The whole (of

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Simonian_Aeonology.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Garden_of_Eden
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Womb
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Umbilical_cord
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Navel
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Umbilical_arteries
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Umbilical_vein
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Foetus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Epigastric
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Transverse_fissure_of_liver
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Liver
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bladder
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pelvis
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dorsal_aorta


Simonians 398

the foetus) is wrapped up in an envelope, called the amnion, and is nourished through the navel and receives
the essence of the breath through the dorsal duct, as I have said.

The five books of Moses are made to represent the five senses:
á Genesis: Conception and Sight
á Exodus: Birth and Hearing
á Leviticus: Respiration and Smell
á Numbers: Speech and Taste
á Deuteronomy: Synthesis and Touch

Fragment
As the female side of the original being appears the "thought" or "conception" (ennoia), which is the mother of the
Aeons. There is a mystical passage on the unity of all things, suggestive of the Emerald Tablet. Its language seems to
throw light on the story about Helen.[12]

To you, therefore, I say what I say, and write what I write. And the writing is this.
Of the universal Aeons there are two shoots, without beginning or end, springing from one Root, which is the
Power invisible, inapprehensible Silence. Of these shoots one is manifested from above, which is the Great
Power, the Universal Mind ordering all things, male, and the other, (is manifested) from below, the Great
Thought, female, producing all things.
Hence pairing with each other, they unite and manifest the Middle Distance, incomprehensible Air, without
beginning or end. In this is the Father who sustains all things, and nourishes those things which have a
beginning and end.
This is He who has stood, stands and will stand, a male-female power like the preÌxisting Boundless Power,
which has neither beginning nor end, existing in oneness. For it is from this that the Thought in the oneness
proceeded and became two.
So he was one; for having her in himself, he was alone, not however first, although preÌxisting, but being
manifested from himself to himself, he became second. Nor was he called Father before (Thought) called him
Father.
As, therefore, producing himself by himself, he manifested to himself his own Thought, so also the Thought
that was manifested did not make the Father, but contemplating him hid himÄthat is to say the PowerÄin
herself, and is male-female, Power and Thought.
Hence they pair with each other being one, for there is no difference between Power and Thought. From the
things above is discovered Power, and from those below Thought.
In the same manner also that which was manifested from them although being one is yet found as two, the
male-female having the female in itself. Thus Mind is in ThoughtÄthings inseparable from one
anotherÄwhich although being one are yet found as two.[13]

Practices
The Simonians were variously accused of using magic and theurgy, incantations and love-potions; declaring idolatry
a matter of indifference that was neither good nor bad, proclaiming all sex to be perfect love, and altogether leading
very disorderly, immoral lives. Eusebius[14] calls the Simonians the most immoral and depraved of mankind. In
general, they were said to regard nothing in itself as good or bad by nature: it was not good works that made men
blessed, in the next world, but the grace bestowed by Simon and Helena on those who followed them.
To this end, the Simonians were said to venerate Simon under the image of Zeus, and Helena under that of Athene. 
However, Hippolytus adds that "if any one, on seeing the images either of Simon or Helen, shall call them by those
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names, he is cast out, as showing ignorance of the mysteries." From this it is evident that the Simonians did not allow
that they actually worshipped their founders. In the Clementine Recognitions Helena is called Luna,[15] which may
mean that the images were allegorical representations of the sun and moon.
The writer of the pseudo-Cyprian De Rebaptismate says that on the strength of the words of John, that "we were to
be baptized with the Holy Ghost and with fire," the Simonians maintained that the orthodox baptism was a mere
form, and that they had the real baptism, for, as soon as their neophytes went down into the water, a fire appeared on
it. The writer does not dispute the fact, but is at a loss what to make of it. Was it a bit of jugglery, or a natural
phenomenon, or a piece of self-deception, or an effect of magic? In advocacy of this baptism, we are told, there was
composed by the same heretics a book which was inscribed the Preaching of Paul.

All of this, however, is information provided to us via the secondhand hearsay of the Simonians' heresiologist
opponents. It is doubtful that these detractors would faithfully and accurately report the truth about Simon and his
followers, that is, if they even actually had such information in the first place.

The Testimony of Truth
Outside of these patristic sources, the Simonians are briefly mentioned in the Testimony of Truth (58,1-60,3) from
the Nag Hammadi Library, wherein the Gnostic author seems to include them among a long list of "heretics":[16]

They do [not] agree with each other. For the Si[mo]nians get married and produce children, but the ...ans
abstain from their ... nature ... [to passion] ... the drops of ... smear themselves ... we ... [they agree] with each
other ... him ... they say ...
[about 16 lines missing]
... [there is] no judgment ... for these because of ... them ... the heretics ... schisms ... with males ... are men ...
they will belong [to the world rulers of] darkness ... of the world ... they have ... the [archons ... power] ...
[1 line missing]
... judge [them] ....
But the ...ians ... words ...
[about 11 lines missing]
... speak ... [they will] become ... in [unquenchable] fire ... they are punished.

Translator Birger A. Pearson notes that these passages probably deal with the practices of libertine Gnostic sects, but
from the fragmentary state of the text, it is impossible to know to what groups are being referred. The staunchly
ascetic author may have had no more issue with the Simonians than their marrying and having children. However,
Epiphanius also accuses the Simonians of having "enjoined mysteries of obscenity andÄto set it forth more
seriouslyÄof the sheddings of bodies, emissionum virorum, feminarum menstruorum, and that they should be
gathered up for mysteries in a most filthy collection; that these were the mysteries of life, and of the most perfect
gnosis."[17]

Legacy
Closely connected with them were the Dositheans and Menandrians, who should be regarded probably as branches
of the Simonians. Their names came from Dositheus and Menander.
Dositheus, a Samaritan, is said to have originally been the teacher and then the pupil of Simon Magus. As late as the
beginning of the 7th century, Eulogius of Alexandria[18] opposed Dositheans who regarded Dositheus as the great
prophet foretold by Moses. Dositheus died from starvation.[19]

Origen, who was ordained priest in AD 231,[20] speaks of Dositheus, and then goes on to say:
Also Simon the Samaritan, a magician, wished to filch away some by his magic. And at the time indeed he 
succeeded in his deception, but now I suppose it is not possible to find 30 Simonians altogether in the world;
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and perhaps I have put the number higher than it really is. But in Palestine there are very few, and in the rest of
the world, in which he wished to spread his own glory, his name is nowhere mentioned. If it is, this is due to
the Acts of the Apostles. It is the Christians who say what is said about him, and it has become plain as
daylight that Simon was nothing divine.[21]

Like Simon, MenanderÄa pupil and, after Simon's death, his most important successor - also proclaimed himself to
be the one sent of God, the Messias. In the same way he taught the creation of the world by angels who were sent by
the Ennoia. He asserted that men received immortality and the resurrection by his baptism and practiced magical
arts. The sect named after him, the Menandrians, continued to exist for a considerable length of time.
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List of Gnostic sects
The following is a list of sects involved in Gnosticism:

Ancient
Christian Gnosticism
á Ebionites
á Cerdonians

á Marcionism (not entirely Gnostic)
á Colorbasians
á Simonians
Syrian-Egyptic Gnosticism
á Sethians

á Basilidians
á Thomasines
á Valentianism

á Bardesanites
Persian Gnosticism
á Mandaeanism
á Manichaeism

á Bagnolians
Others
á Ophites
á Cainites
á Carpocratians
á Borborites
á Thomasenes
á Archontics
á Nicolaism
á Hermeticism

Middle ages
á Cathars
á Bogomils
á Paulicianism
á Tondrakians
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