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1. KAPITEL

AMERICAN HOLOCAUST OR
"MISSION SPRING TO BEGIN
THE NEW ERA"

-In Europe, the Catholic Church had to accept the separation
of several million believers and the loss of unity of faith as an
exchange. At the same time, the horizons broadened and new
countries and peoples came into focus. A new flowering and
bearing of fruit began on the fields of mission.
Augusr SchuchtrtfHeinz Schitze (with ecclesiastical printing
permissionJ’

-The cruel policy initiated by Columbus and pursued by his
succtssori resulted in complete gene'cide.
Samuel Eliot Morisnn*

-The destruction of the Indians of the Americas wan, far
and awsy, the most massive act of genocide in the history of
the world-, -... the total extermination uf many American
Indian peoples end the near<xterminarion of others, in num-

bers that eventually totaled close to ion 000000.-
David E. Stannard'

-The New World experienced such a horrific enslavement and
annihilation of mankind that it made your blood boil -
Cardinal Joseph Hoffner, Archbishop of Cologne*



POPES AND PORTUGUESE REACH
AFRICA ON

Of decisive importance for the emergence of the modern world was
the expansion of the West into the oceans in the i yth and i6th
centuries. It reached out to the oceans, to numerous overseas
countries, not only to both Americas but, before and after, also to
Asia and Africa. Enormous riches flowed to Europe, world trade
began, the era of the capitalist economy, the Europeanization of the
planet, the first tendencies towards "globalization™.

There were many causal prerequisites for this - from an intensive
reception of Aristotle to the expansion of the money business or
long-distance trade, the transcontinental world economy, the
addition of ocean navigation to coastal shipping. There were
scientific discoveries, especially astronomical ones, often based on
ancient knowledge, some of which had been passed on by Arabs.
There were greater individual initiatives, a spirit of enterprise,
increased nautical skills thanks to improved ocean-going ships
(caravels), improved seafaring and sailing technology, improved
measuring instruments and methods, improved cartography; the
compass coming from China had been known in the West since the
High Middle Ages.

Voyages of discovery were now planned more precisely,
organized more rationally, became more and more extensive,
driven above all by economic needs, by the desire for profit, the
search for spices, for precious metals, but also, especially at the
beginning, by so-called missionary goals, impulses, collective
Christian missionary mania, old crusade ideas - indeed, by no means
merely
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The two were connected like the two sides of a piece of paper
{Bcutin). Not infrequently, the missionaries appeared at the same time
as the butchers, some heavily armed, others brandishing crosses,
even if it remains unclear to what extent the so-called spiritual, the
eagerness to fight, the commercial motivation, the naked profit, the
lust for power, trade and domination were only concealed. Perhaps
Michel de Montaigne already saw this correctly in the i6th century.
Perhaps Michel de Montaigne was right when he wrote bluntly in
his -Essais-, which is still relevant today: -Who has ever set so high
the utility of merchant shah and trade, for the sake of the pearl and
pepper trade, to drag down so many cities, to exterminate so many
nations, to raze so many millions of people, and to devastate the richest
and most beautiful part of the world! Villainous victories!

In any case, the popes gave their blessing in the great division
treaties of the

ty. The territories assigned to the treaty partners as ecclesiastical
fiefdoms (Medina del Campo, Alca9ovas, Tordesillas) were
granted to them in the mid-fifteenth century. Even Nicholas V, in
his bull "Romanus Pontifex"
*4s4 The Portuguese were determined to conquer all the kingdoms
of the Saracens, pagans and other “enemies of Christ" and to
subject these people to eternal slavery. And it was no coincidence
that the overseas raids began in the Iberian Peninsula, where the
Reconquista, after centuries of battles, this "scourge for
cutthroats" {Winius), ended with the conquest of Granada by
Castile and Aragon (later called Spain) iqqz gera-
de finally defeated the last Arab state on European soil (+ 7 1;
WHEREAS the Moors flee to Morocco, the Jews, chased away, to
Portugal, the Balkans, finally
to the Netherlands. Of course, the Christian nations also rivaled
each other; Portugal and Castile, Western Europe's strongest
maritime powers, fought over shipping, trade, fishing and territorial
rights.

Until the end of the Middle Ages, only three continents were
known to the Christian world - Europe, Asia and Africa - and they
symbolized, how could it be otherwise, the divine Trinity. But already
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Soon this calculation, like many a Christian calculation, did not
quite add up.

It was the Portuguese who were the first to take action, driven by
daring, the joy of discovery, the expectation of profit, the lust for
power and plunder.

Even before the Spaniards, they created an important fleet from
the early i5 century onwards to realize their expansionist ambitions
promoted by Pope John XXIII. Especially under the determined
Henry the Navigator - himself by no means a navigator, nor, as
repeatedly claimed, the founder of the world's first "maritime
school"”, a nautical academy in Sagres, but also Grand Master of the
Order of Christ and thus user of the financial resources of the
former Templars (V11457 | -at
So the Portuguese insisted on their maritime interests.
they systematically explored and plundered towards the south
the Westahican coast.

iqiTheytook the Muslim Ceuta in northern Morocco in a
coup d'état with the strong participation of the royal family. In the
richest and most beautiful place in the country, they slaughtered
thousands of people, including unarmed women and children, and
then started the tedcum in the quickly "Catholicized" mosque.
Sources speak of a religious struggle, but apparently it was also
about economic aspects, as Ceuta was the end point of trans-Saharan
caravan routes, a transshipment point for gold, black slaves, etc.

3" *4-6 the city is subject to Prince Henry. *4*$ <*- Pope
Martin V establishes the bishopric of Ceuta.

*4*9 the sailors discover Madeira, where they cultivate sugar
cane with Moorish servi in the middle of the century, the model of
transatlantic slavery in America. The Portuguese
They continued their journey, not least to find the sea route to
India.*4j « they reached the Azores, which were given their own
bishop a hundred years later.e4<¢e they managed the first
Capture of black African slaves, prelude to the enslavement of
non-Muslims on a grand scale. -1n 443, the Pope confirms them a
Exclusive privilege for trips south of Cape ojador. And when they
«4¢ sailing around Cape Verde for the first time, the westernmost
point of Africa.
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kas (today Senegal) and the Azores, they made the island of Arguin
(today Mauritania) the first Portuguese factoria {feitoria) on the
west coast, a fortified transshipment point, especially for the unfree,
for gold, ivory, turtles and other goods;
' 7 century by the Christian brother nations of the Dutch, British and
French. "Obviously, the Europeans - unlike the Arabs - did not intend
to conquer the treasures.
and products, but they wanted to 'take them' (Der Grol3e Ploetz).
Pope Nicholas V, whose -eiric political goal-, according to the
Catholic Kiihne5 -is peace-, is entitlede45* in the Rulle -Dum
diver- sas- Pormgal to war, rob and enslave the Muslims.
ven; only a few years later, he authorizes the country to cross
against them and grants it a monopoly on trade and conquests
between Cape Bojador and India - a fundamental carte blanche for
Portugal's overseas expansion (Geiss). The very next year, Pope
Calixtus Il granted the Grand Master of the Order of Christ a carte
blanche for the spiritual and ecclesiastical leadership of all current and
future Pomigian occupations within the aforementioned
coordinates, for the missionization of all territories from Cape
Bojador via Guinea "usque ad Indos". The African business was
"secured internationally by means of papal bulls" (Reinhard).
Shortly before i g6o, the year of Henry the Navigator's death, the
Portuguese discover the Cape Verde Islands. They become, 600
kilometers off the West African coast, a main transhipment point for
slaves practically until 7and only *975
cCompIeter independently- <47 the Portuguese reach the Gold
oast
(Guinea coast) in what is now the Ghari-*4 z the Congo estuary.
In the same year, following the discovery of an important gold mine,
they founded the city and fortress of ElI Mina to secure it on the
Atlantic Ocean
(where itolumbus already appears), the first and for a long time the
strongest fort of the Kiiste, a port of departure for gold, later,
when the French, Dutch, Swedes and Danes also arrived, primarily
a trading center for slaves.
*437s* d 88 Bartolomeu Diaz is the first European to circumnavigate the
southern tip of Africa, the Cape of Storms (then, in anticipation of
soon
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India, renamed Cape of Good Hope) and establishes Portuguese
bases in South Africa. i4q 8 finds Vas- co da Gama via Mo9ambique
{where Portuguese colonial

The journey took him by sea to India (which lasted until*97s ) and
Malindi (in present-day Kenya) and he reached the spice port of

Calicut. When one of his men was asked about their plans, he replied,
according to Vasco da Gama's logbook entry: -We come to seek
Christians and spices." Since i yoo, the Portuguese have sailed to India
year after year in order to destroy Muslim trade there, according to
the sources, with "systematic terror". Italians, Weiser and Fugger
were also involved from an early stage. Under Alexander VI, Rome
promoted the Portuguese ventures in Africa - almost as crusades to
spread the faith" (von Pastor). The Castilian Franciscan Cardinal
Francisco Jiminez {Ximenes) de Cisncros (d. i 5 xy), at times
confessor to the queen and advisor to the ruling couple, was no
stranger to ecclesiastical brutality. He vigorously pursued Spain's
aggression in North Africa, occasionally instigating it and once even
fighting on the front line himself. He also eagerly pushed for the
forced Christianization of religious minorities on the Pyrenean
Peninsula and was naturally behind the royal decree of i i February i
50z, which forced the Moors throughout Castile to go into exile or
be taught. Yes, as Grand Inquisitor he burned z500 people, according
to Hoensbroech over 3000 - one of the great national personalities of
5pania who brought about its 'golden age™ {Lexikon fiir Theologie
und Kirche); a mas-

The murderer is venerated as a saint in some parts of the country.

ALXXANNER V |. GIVE AWAY A
KOxzixxNT

While the Portuguese were plundering an extensive colonial empire
in Africa and Asia, the Spaniards were expanding in Central and
South America and, despite starting somewhat later, had the
Portuguese
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soon outflanked them, not on the southern course, as is well known,
but on the way west. They used the nearby Canary Islands, which
were subjugated on various cruzadas, soon Hispanized and
missionized, subjugated and Christianized at the same time,
especially Gran Canaria, where they caused the Guanches to die out
before they could perish as their forced labourers.

From the Canary Islands, Spain, which dominated Europe until
the middle of the ty. From the Canaries, the Spanish, who dominated
Europe until the middle of the 16th century, sought to reach Asia,
India and China with their fabulous treasures of gold, spices and
exotic luxury goods, but ended up in a continent previously
unknown to them, then named America after the first name of
Americo Vespucci.

The Florentine agent of the Medici in Seville had undertaken

voyages of exploration in the late is . In the late 15th century, the
Florentine agent of the Medici in Seville had undertaken exploratory
voyages to the new lands on behalf of Spain and described himself in a
travelogue as the discoverer of the continent {- mundus novus-}.
Highly respected in his time, influential, widely translated and
published, Americo Vespucci was regarded in humanist circles as
the best ethnographer of the New World. The two German
humanists and cosmographers Martin Waldseemiller and Matthias
Ringmann also praised him as its discoverer in their -
Cosmographiae universalis in- troductio” from ij»7  Ringmann saw
no reason for this; seriously-
to contest -this continent after its discovery Americus,
a man of keen intellect, 'Amerige', as it were the land of the
Americus, or 'America’ ... - Both authors included the word in a
corresponding map of their work, and in the middle of the i 6th
century the name America became common for the South
American, and later also for the North American continent.

But whoever may have set foot on the American mainland first,
Vespucci was the first to recognize the error of the Columbus and
named the -New World- as his own continent - and the Iberian invaders
now opened a genocide without equal, opened it not only as
Christians, but also in the name of Christianity. Yes, the Europeans
got over the
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themselves in dispute over the lure of wealth. A bloody conflict was
already threatening between them when the Holy See acted as
peacemaker.

As early as*4sj - the Spanish Reconquista, the war against the
Is- lam, had just ended with the fall of the economically flourishing
uniate- rate of Granada - the Conquista began overseas, the war
against paganism, the great Iberian robbery with -cross-

With the "tug of war", especially in the Atlantic coastal regions of
Africa and America, Spain's rise to world power began. As in the
Old World, spiritual and secular power, the Catholic Church and the
colonial state now collaborated in the New, especially in the overseas
territories of Portugal and even more so of Spain, all based on the
principle of do ut des. - Around i dbo, there were still around4 million
Indians living in the whole of Spanish America,

were around -49z, according to the estimate8'>' 7 to ioo million,
whereby

35 million is considered plausible.

At that time, the Aragonese Alexander VI. divided the New
World into two spheres of interest in the bull "Inter cetera”, defined
the border between the Spanish and Portuguese occupations, and
transferred all this to the Spanish; All this in the service of Kings
Ferdinand and Isabella, "that you may induce the peoples of the
said islands and countries to accept the Christian religion, as is your
wish and duty, and never let any dangers or troubles deter you, in
the firm hope and confidence that Almighty God will bring your
endeavors to a happy conclusion.- (Later, of course, Columbus
asked for priests for the Indian mission in vain).

In quick succession, however, the Roman dedicated the Anne
xions five edicts, sometimes also referred to as the "West Indian feudal
edicts of Alexander VI", with which he created the conditions for two
European empires.

The Pope gives away what does not belong to him, which is why
thel « s33 murdered Inca prince Atahualpa calls him insane. But
Borgia simply gave away all the "right-
the territories claimed by the "believing" princes {in reference to the
right of finder, which goes back to Roman law) as "terra nul-
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lius-, as "res nullius-, thus declaring the case to be lawful, but only
- on condition of the spread of the Christian faith - as well as the
financing of the cooperating church apparatus, the maintenance of
the clergy, churches and dioceses. For one hand washes the other,
even if this papal "legitimation™ was of course not even recognized
by the other Christian powers of Europe, especially not by Portugal,
where rivalries with Spain repeatedly flared up.

In the following year, i 494 . the New Welt in the Verdrag of
Tordesillas, the old Castilian city, is awarded somewhat differently,
the generous -donatio Alexandrina- is modified and corrected at the
instigation of Portugal, but again according to the Borgia's ruling,
and the pending land conquest is divided by a north-south line now
running 3yo miles west of the Azores; Spain receives the monopoly
for conquests, seafaring and trade in the west, Portugal in the east;
whereby it only emerges afterwards that large parts of South
America, including Brazil, discovered by the Portuguese Cabral as
a result of navigational errors, fall to Lisbon. Brazil, i yoo
discovered by the Portuguese Cabral as a result of navigational
errors, fell to Lisbon. (In the middle of the i 6th century, around
3000 to4 O Europeans lived in Portuguese America, at the end
of the century

Ludwig von Pastor, panegyrist of the deputies, praises
Alexander VI for this "spreading of the Gospel among the
heathens", but claims: "There can be no question of a gift (!) of
what did not belong to the Pope, of the destruction of the freedom
of the Americans by Alexander VI." And on the very next page he
writes: "The entire gift (!) of the rediscovered lands was expressly
linked by the Pope to the condition that the Spanish Majesties
would themselves ensure the spread of Christianity.""

Modern embellishers of salvation history like to play down the
church's part in these "exploratory journeys" and "colonization
movements”, to minimize or idealize the Christian "missionary
will", to describe what was above all violent appropriation,
subjugation, exploitation of labour, enslavement, outright murder,
mass murder, as
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The term "maritime exploration,” "commercial development,”
"economic exploitation," "expansion of one's own resources,"
"expansion of markets,” "elimination of the deficit in coin metal,"
"colonial penetration,” "civilizational exchange," or, which doesn't
sound bad either, but comes closer to the point, "strategic needs.
Even the Kleine Ploetz, summarized in keywords, assesses the
consequences of the discoveries in Haiti, Brazil, Guatemala, Mexico,
Peru, China and Japan in an astonishingly positive light: "Spread of
European culture Enrichment of the sciences, especially geography
and natural history. Revolution in the field of world trade. The
Mediterranean and the Italian trading cities lose importance. World
trade comes into the hands of the Spanish and Portuguese, later the
Dutch and English. The maritime powers become rich through the
exploitation of overseas colonies

{precious metals} and based their global political power on it.
Beginning of emigration to America (adventurers, capitalists,
traders; Negro slaves) - Around two million African slaves were
shipped to the soon-to-be-named "American continent” in thee

century.

highly praised land of freedom, about that percentage have already
died

during the crossing.

-... AND CoLUMBUs DAY IS A CELEBRATIO 'i"

In reality, things initially continued in the old crusade tradition, in
the manner of well-known missionary offensives with God and all
the saints. Since Alexander VI, the papacy had taken a keen interest
in overseas missions {Lutz), as it soon lost so much ground due to
the reforms in Europe. And the guiding principles of the Spanish
kings of the Age of Enlightenment also included the conversion of
the natives and high revenues for the crown, as always: God and
money. - The term "discovery", which is commonly used in
literature, refers to the discovery of long-settled and therefore long
"discovered" areas.
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of the world is not only wrong, but also discriminatory {for the
-discovered"), some more Native American-influenced Latin
america countries are rightly inonieri."-.

Ferdinand Il the Catholic, lord of Sicily and Aragon, i¢6p his
cousin Isabella | the Catholic, Queen of Castile-Ledén, and by
merging the two states created the basis for the Spanish monarchy
and its huge plundering expansion.
attacks overseas. Isabella, vain and God-fearing, introduced the
Inquisition in Castile, Extended to Aragon a few years later,
the network of Inquisition courts was the only one of its kind.
the country™ (Vogler). Above all, Mari persecuted the -New
Christians- {Conversos), the Jews who had converted to
Christianity, ordered them to secretly adhere to Judaism and Killed
zooo Conversos in Castile until *49. They punished about iy 000,
confiscated their &sitz and financed
thus deu war against the Moors in Granada. No sooner had the
Moors capitulated on January 14 - against the Christians'
assurances that they would respect their religion, their rights and
their property (which the Moors did not adhere to, instead allowing
forced conversion and expulsion to follow), than the Jews were
expelled from Spain in the same year and the Moors were expelled
from Spain.
also surprisingly allowed Christopher Columbus to embark on the
voyage that led to the discovery of America, after Genoa, England
and, after many years of negotiations, even the Portuguese court,
which was well-disposed towards him, had already turned him
down, probably less because of conspicuous self-importance than
because of a lack of scientific seriousness; he had assumed that
Japan was where the as yet undiscovered New World lay.

The otherwise sleepy port of Patos in Andalusia, where Kolum-
bus departed, was teeming with ships that were used to deport the
dispossessed Jews (a total of two thirds of the country, around 60

percent of all Jews in Europe) from Spain at the height of summer,
miserable heaps of misery, often consumed by hunger. Half-dead
mothers held their dying children in their arms, complained a
contemporary. "l can hardly tell you how greedy and cruel

they have been treated ... -

Two years later, Pope Alexander VI granted the Spanish
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The ruling couple received the honorary title of "Los Reyes
Catdlicos- {Catholic
Kiinige).

The new continent, where the Spaniards then also burned -New
Christians- (Ju- den), was unknown to the Middle Ages, unless
Scandinavian sailors reached it, still not quite certain, around the
year iooo via Iceland and Griinland, around g86 the Icelandic
Bjarni Herjélfsson, around root Leif Eriksson.

Columbus was ordered to take possession of all the land, islands and
continents found on the sea route to India - "lIslas y tierras firmes del
mar océano"”, for the two Catholic rulers - in order, it was written in a
letter of protection, "to serve God and spread the right faith and also
for our benefit and advantage".

The latter, of course, above all.

In return, mau granted the navigator stupendous privileges, the
voyage, a share of the profits from trade, even the monopoly for
future mercantile activities; he became admiral of the Oceanic Sea,
governor and vice-king of the "discoveries" still to be made, whereby
mau himself included his heirs, who were also to be ennobled like him.
However, sooner or later, the Spanish crown took over most of these
"Capitu-
laciones of Santa Fé- (x y. Aprils 45 «] . Nowhere in the articles was
there any mention of religious activity or missionary commitment,
only of "goods", "merchandise", "purchases" and "trade",
-business".

Columbus {it. Colombo, span. Colén), the Genoese, represented
Genoa's trading houses in Lisbon, then entered Spanish service and
planned a western route across the Atlantic to India. {"Buscar el
levante por el poniente-. To seek the east by the west). As a sailor,
Columbus was of unusual navigational and exploratory effectiveness,
an almost unparalleled master of coastal and ocean navigation, but
religiously a thoroughly medieval man, strongly dependent on the
clergy, not only firmly convinced of the end of the world in i yo years,
but also of the assistance of the Most High on his voyages - -The
wonderful divine proof of this are the many
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Wounds that He caused during the journey, as you can see from my
report," he confesses in the logbook on March 5, .*493
With his churchliness, his pious mysticism and his

his addiction to gold, pearls and precious stones, his manhunting
and slave-trading practices, he embodied only the banal, ubiquitous
mixture of Christianity and possessions. At times he wore a monk's
habit, was perhaps a lay member of the Franciscans, and was in any
case associated with the order for years, which enabled him to make
decisive contact with Queen Isabella, but he was also supported by
the Dominican Diego de Deza. And Cardinal Pierre d'Ailly, who
was once largely responsible for Jan Husen's martyrdom,
influenced him both theologically and geographically with his -
Tractatus de imagine mundi-, to which Columbus made almost 900
marginal notes, considering him to be the divine path to truth - as he
considered himself more and more each year to be the -herald of the
new heaven and the new earth-, the man of providence, the pioneer
of Western Christianity, who also began by burning Indian
chieftains.

At the same time, he had the charm of the Spanish Majesties by
letter,

praised the peacefulness, the tractability of the natives, swore that
there was "no better people on earth”, although it was true -that they
were naked-! He himself and his crew, on the other hand, were
regarded as gods, as "beings from heaven". This mission was
certainly a brief misunderstanding, as Columbus captured some of
them at the very first opportunity and then more and more; while he
sailed from island to island, gave each one a name, declared each
one to be the property of the Spanish rulers and had a scribe certify
that no one contradicted him.
Columbus forced his prisoners to provide information about

the economic potential, precious metals, luxury goods, all the
people who could either be worked to the bone like lawless cattle
or turned into a permanent export article, deported to Spain and
sold there like erotic animals in the name of the Holy Trinity.
Already on his second voyage, he introduced regular slave trading,
hounded the Indians with bloodhounds, and when he was on a great
slave hunt i qq 5 x yoo
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Arawak caught, men, fraternities, Kinde¢ and sent 500 of the best
to Spaiiien, died ooo already on the way.

Almost none of the Arawak tribe, estimated to be at least three
to four million people at the time of their -discovery- iq9z, were
still alive i y3 y. Those who were not killed directly by the
Christians, fell in battle, were hanged or burned as prisoners, often
died through forced labor, through lack of resistance to European
diseases or through massacres, whereby children were also killed
so that they did not fall into the hands of the horny Spaniards. And
yet the mass of Indians were to become "the best and most sinful
Christianity" in the whole world. Even the Handbook of Church
History admits this,

-After almost two years of "colonization”, "the population of the
Antilles" dropped "to*4 and finally to a few hundred".

Columbus was even more interested in gold and specimens than
slaves, and he thought carefully about how to collect and transport
all this glory and how to distribute it. He had made fantastic but
unfulfillable promises to the Spanish court, and the hunger for gold
remained a main motive for all his voyages, which he openly
admitted. Already in the -Tractatus de imagine mundi - he had
peppered the chapter on Asia's gold, silver and precious stones with
marginals. And on his first voyage to Hispaniola {Hain), the
second largest island in the Greater Antilles, which was soon to be
cupped without a trace, he reported to 5pania: -On this island there
are many spices and large mines with gold and other metals.

Columbus forced the Indians to do hard labor and regular work.
méaBy tributes. In the province of Cicao in Haiti, where he
suspected gold fields, he had the hands of anyone over the age of
fourteen who did not fulfill their debt to bring gold chopped off and
the victims bled to death. A thirst for honor (what the Spaniards
call "et afan de honra™) and greed were the main reasons for his
reach into the distance. After all, Herodotus already thought that
"the most fertile edges of the earth are richly blessed with
treasures”. And the pursuit of the fabled land of gold, EI Dorado (in
the interior of northern South America), was a major motivation.
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rica) or to the gold island of Ophir (in Arabia, the East Indies,
Ceylon, South Africa), which was supposedly already haunted by
Solomon, led to fierce competition.

Columbus was as ambitious as he was greedy and occasionally
- literally overcome by greed for gold- (Bitterli). A lifelong annual
pension (io ooo Maravedis}, which was to be given by the Queen
to the first person to see land - it was the sailor Rodrigo de Triana,
who sighted one of the (far more than* 7 o) Bahama Islands from
the bow of the -Pinta - at two o'clock in the morning on | L.
OctOber igqgz - this prize was not awarded to the sailor, but to
Columbus, as he claimed to have noticed a light on the evening
before.

Did God move the famous explorer in the same way as money
and gold? After all, even the logbook note from November i z.
*49* records his intention to teach the Christian faith to the innate
in Spain and then to spread it in their mother country. In this way,
he wrote, - after a short time a multitude of peoples will be fully
converted to our holy faith
and at the same time gain large territories and riches and all these
peoples for Spain, because there are undoubtedly huge amounts of
gold in these areas.

God and gold again. And slaves, of course. For the previous
inhabitants, the owners of the land, if they did not perish from
imported diseases {as half the population of Hairi allegedly did
from a flu brought in by1443 ), became slaves.
enslaved and deported, and their islands were afterwards like
extinct, deserted, until the British populated it with blacks in the ty.
In the 19th century, the British populated it with blacks, exploited
it agriculturally and turned it into one of the worst hubs of the slave
trade between Africa and America. It was not until later in the 20th
century that they gave the Bahamas self-government and
independence.

Above all, however, the incipient European expansion included
war, the most costly in history. Even then, the Admiral of the Ocean
built a fort - incidentally from the timber of his flagship Santa
Maria, which ran aground at midnight on Christmas - "the first
European military base in the
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Western Hemisphere™ (tin). And in February of the following year,
he sent twelve ships to Europe with bad spices, a shock of pa-
pageia, unhappy Indian slaves and gold worth 30000 ducats. But
sensational gold discoveries were only made later on the mainland
without him.'-

Columbus sailed four times to America, which he firmly
believed to be a part of Asia, India, until his death.

The first departure took place on the 3rd Anguse49* with three
ships, including the Santa Maria, whose poor condition he
complained about. There were only a scanty number of volunteers.
He had confessed together, communicated and, after a four-week
sojourn on the canals, finally reached one of the Bahamian islands
after 36 days in a swift and undisturbed voyage. October x4g z one
of the Bahamas, the island of Gua- nahani (which he baptized in
the name of the Redeemer -San Salvador-); dsrauf Cuba {occupied
by the Spanish for four centuries, then controlled by the USA
bls*93a )i tind Haiti, land which, however, he
for Japan (first reached by Portuguese sailors in §q3)
or other islands off the coast of Asia, the "West Indies". He was so
dominated by this obsession that one day he called the crew of his
flotilla on deck and had them swear that Cuba was not an island,
but part of the Asian mainland.

The second time Columbus traveled on s5. September i¢g3 with
seven- ten caravels, i 500 men, now including soldiers, lancers,
priests and monks - the transition from discovery to subjugation, the
actual beginning of the Spanish Conquista.

On his third voyage49 -i 500 with six ships, painstakingly
assembled sailors, colonists and this time even three
He first reached the South American mainland near the mouth of
the Orinoco and Trinidad with a dozen women. In Haiti, however,
he was arrested after a colonist coup {in part because of a small
gold discovery) and was brought back to Spain in chains at the
beginning of October i 500 together with his brothers Bartolomé
and Diego by a high court official, rehabilitated twice, but stripped
of his offices as governor and viceroy.
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Columbus complained deeply about his princes, to whom he had
"served me with so much sincere love ..., with a loyalty that had
never been equaled before. And after all, the Highnesses confirmed
his and his brothers' titles and privileges, and even allowed him
another voyage, albeit with such poorly equipped four soul sellers
that one suspected the Majesties had
want to get rid of. He returned from this fourth expedition i you--S
4 to the east coast of Central America, the most dangerous voyage
in nautical terms, the most important for him and the one he called
-alto viaj#-.
lumbus returned to Spain ill at the age of fifty-three. He laboriously
followed the court on a mule to collect money and secure offices
for his son and died, almost forgotten, even without an entry in the
church register, on May so. May xyo6 iii Valladolid, perhaps from
the plague.”

His heirs litigated with the crown for thirty years, retaining the title
of duke and one or two landed estates in the New World, but losing
all other legal titles. Columbus himself was given a magnificent
monument by King Ferdinand in Seville, where he was initially
buried in the Carthusian monastery. This led to efforts to canonize
him in the 19th century, with the participation of almost the entire
French episcopate. And Howard Zinn, who in the moving epilogue of
his book - A People's History of the United States - calls for a new
way of looking at history - "different from what | had leamed in
college and in graduate school and from what | saw in the history texts
given to students all over the country” - writes in 1999 of the history
books of children in the USA, "everything begins with heroic events
- -there is no bloodshed - and Columbus Day is a celebration."
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THE GREATEST MURDER IN HISTORY BEGINS

The Conquista, the greatest genocide in history, began with Columbus'
voyages to the Caribbean. As early as 5y8, only yoo Indians of the
million-strong population of Haiti were still alive, according to the
historian Oviedo, who adds that God wanted it that way because of
their sinse49 Columbus founded Santo Domingo, the oldest
colonized by Europeans.

Orr of the Americas, whose archbishops held the title of Primate of the
Americas for a century. From this center of Spanish power, the
massacres spread in the following decades not only to the
neighboring islands - Puerto Rico and Jamaica were conquered i
yoq, Cuba i 51 i - but also to the mainland of South, Central and
North America. -In the Caribbean region, almost the entire
indigenous population fell victim to the Conquista within 30 years
(Lexikon flr Theologie und Kirche)."

For all the exorbitant shyness of these Christian-Catholic raids,
we have a rather unsuspicious contemporary Zengen, even Prieste¢
Maénch, finally a bishop, who was supported at the Spanish court by
two Inquisitors, the Grand Inquisitor Cardinal Francisco Jiménez de
Cisneros and Cardinal Adrian Florensz of Utrecht, Inquisitor for
Aragon, Navarre, Castile, Ledn, also teacher of Charles V., then Pope
Hzdrian VI, then Pope Hzdrian VI {i az-i 5z3).

In addition, our man of conscience, the Dominican Bartolomé de
Las Casas |>474** J< 6), born of French nobility in Sevilia, was
soon and for decades in Haiti, Cuba, iii Nicaragua, Guatemala, Peru
and Mexico. Yes, Las Casas had first worked as a settler and even as
a priest with Indian slaves.
management of his estates in Haiti and Cuba, which he also co-
conquered. However, shaken by the exploitation, the atrocities and the
massacres, the forty-year-old underwent a complete change of heart,
made the protection of the Indians, the fight against the conquista, his
life's work and since i 5 i 8 achieved this through his reform plans,
memoranda, debates and efforts, which were most strongly reflected in
the "New Laws" (Leyes Nuevas) of the
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Spanish crown of i 54 s mirrors, a gradual abolition of Iridian
enslavement in the colonies, a ban on forced

labor, the brutal treatment. Las Casas therefore crossed the ocean
seven times and finally demanded the withdrawal of Spain from
America if the barbarism against the freedom and lives of the Indians
continued.

A pious wish. All the bans were only on paper. In Peru, the
viceroy Vasco Nilitez de Vela, who tried to enforce them, lost his
life in the process. In short, in the New World the laws were not
observed by the colonial or ecclesiastical authorities, but rather
reversed in central provisions as a result of their storms of protest.
The emperor gave in. The regular silver shipments to finance his
wars in Europe were more important to him. The situation was
similar in the Portuguese colonies. - In the z6. century, there was no
missionary in Brazil who shared Las Casas' views on the Indians
{Thomasl. But even more recently they had an impact on the so-
called Latin American liberation theology.'-

Las Casas, who affirms that the Greael and Las Casas described
-Having "seen with my own eyes" countless others, it is a general rule
- among the Spanish - "to be cruel, not only cruel, but extraordinarily
cruel”. They take pleasure in "inventing all kinds of unusual cruelties,
the crueler the better.”

The Dominican friar, perhaps the most prominent non-European
churchman to this day, but also still badly remembered by his
compatriots, reports the slaughter and strangling of old people and
pregnant women, of newborn babies, which these Christians know
from the breasts of their mothers, mocking the rocks
threw them into the water. They Killed as if for spafi or for
sport and buried many alive. They also killed mother and child at the
same time, cut the throats of two-year-olds, fed their bloodhounds with
live dismembered Indian babies in front of those who gave birth to
them. They severed the wombs of women, preferably pregnant
women - an "early specialty' of the crusade Killers, as was the killing
of women.
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small children in the most cruel ways possible {von Paczensky).
They stabbed the robbed, the duped with lances, split their heads,
their whole bodies with a single blow, making bets, outwitting each
other. In short, they hewed these people to pieces - not unlike
raiding a flock of sheep ... -
The multi-volume handbook of church history, a catholi-
default value, i 85 overwrites all this and much more:
* Early missions at the beginning of the modern era-.-°

The Good Messengers liked to make wide gallows and "hang
thirteen and thirteen Indians on each of them in honor and
glorification of the Redeemer and the twelve apostles, then put
wood and fire under them and burned them all alive". Occasionally
they lured the island's nobles into a barn and burned them all "alive".
Usually, however, they served "the great and the noble stewing on
the grate over a weak fire, +until they gradually raised a pitiful cry
and gave up the ghost in unspeakable pain ... -

How fortunate that the wretched avoided the Christians, who at
first greeted them like gods, soon shunned them like devils. But
since everything that could flee, Las Casas reports, -hid in the
mountains and clambered up the steepest rocks to escape these cruel,
unfeeling people, who were like beasts of prey, these stranglers, these
mortal enemies of the human race, so directed their fierce hunting dogs
that they tore to pieces every Indian they caught sight of in less time
than it takes to say 'Our Father'; those of a larger size caught the
Indians like wild pigs and kicked them."

According to Las Casas, Christians killed more than three
million people in Haiti between i4 q¢ 12nd i 508, through war,
slavery, suicide epidemics and forced labor in the mines. Who will
How could he believe this in the future, he asks himself, when he, the
augerizee, could hardly believe it himself? Today's researchers
estimate Haiti's population at the time of the landing of the
5panians iyga at two to four million, occasionally even at perhaps
eight million. i 5 io but Haiti still had d6ooo inhabitants i y ry still
i000. And since then
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year, Negro slaves were systematically dragged there, whose import
drove from Africa had already been allowed 1 yoi.

In the zo. For a time in the 20th century under the protectorate of
the United States of America, indeed still subject to their pressure
in the zi. Haiti is now once again one of the poorest countries in the
world and, until the spring of aooq as | write this, is bloodily
ruled by Aristide, a Catholic priest.”

But when John Paul Il (Wojtyla) visited Haiti, he did not say a word
about the enormous blood sacrifice of the people who had once been
invaded there. The Holy Father saw the beginning of the new era
through Spain and its priests, the Conquista espiritual,

"so many beautiful things", saw "the time of salvation", "the good
work begun" through God himself, saw "the fruits of
evangelization" ripen here, "the first international law" initiated,
defended "the dignity of the natives" and -their inviolable rights. In
short, for Karol Wojtyla, the Church on this island was the first
authority to stand up for justice and the rights of the people ... - and
today we can only look at this work with admiration and gratitude,"
said the Pope. The Spanish Church sent at least i 3 000
missionaries to AmeriLs between i8 3 nnd z8zz."

However, if Columbus' work was already remarkably brutal, it
was surpassed by the next phase of the Conquista, the conquest of
the Aztec empire in Mexico, an unparalleled "mission spring".

HERNAx CORTUS, MiGSIONAR U N D
HUMAN BEASTS

The Spanish conquisfador from the lower nobility of the Hidalgos
arrived in Haiti at the age of nineteen after soon abandoning his Latin
and law studies and took part in the conquest of Cuba, the largest
island in the Caribbean Sea, of whose indigenous inhabitants only a
few were still alive a generation later. Cortés became
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Secretary and treasurer to Governor Diego de Velasquez and came
to wealth through forced Indian laboreq through the atis
exploitation of local gold deposits nod a judgeship. When Diego de
Velasquez sent him to the Mexican coast with a troop, his armor
made him suspicious. He was deposed, left Cuba in February i 5 iq
fiuchtartig, sought contact with the Maya on his behalf i Jzd by
Pedro de Alvarado) and decided to conquer the Aztec Empire (i 5 |
I5**)- contrary to orders and after eliminating a punitive
expedition sent against him, which was greatly outnumbered. o+
Ships, first mud too, then zooo Spaniards, *3 guns, 14
Armed and i 6 particularly intimidating horses, he landed on Good
Friday near today's Veracruz, the first Spartan city in Mexico, and,
not least thanks to a smallpox epidemic i you, subjugated a people
numbering between one and three million, whose unrestricted ruler
Montezuma 11, blinded by oracles, myths, fears of doom and the end
of time, received the criminal peacefully, indeed as the descendant
of a deity.®

Heman Cortés, one of the great butchers in the history of
mankind, was not accidentally praised by Hitler as a colonizer and
admired by more than a few historians, including William Prescott,
the actual founder of North American historiography. Cortés is
regarded as an outstanding personality and his destruction of Mexico is
counted among the "great deeds of colonial history" {Winzer). Even
the lexicon of the Middle Ages praises him for his statesmanlike deeds;
the Catholic Herder lexicon praises him all the more as bold and
noble, highly educated and dedicated to the spread of Christianity.

Catholic through and through, a devotee of Mary, Cortés heard
mass every day and prayed the breviary every morning. He always had
field priests with him to preach, and he, "servant and multiplier of the
power of Christ" (Cortés on Cortés), also preached himself, calling the
"spread of the Catholic faith" his main task and having the children
of the Indian elite he had massacred re-educated as Christian
missionaries. And while
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he, the great statesman, the diplomat, dealt with hostile tribes in a
backhandedly friendly manner, while sometimes dealing with
some, sometimes with others in a selectively polite, winningly
amiable manner, he incited people against people, Indians against
Indians { -psy- chological warfare™).

Cortés comprehensively ruined a sophisticated civilization and at

the same time enriched Mexico with western culture, with firearms,
bloodhounds, images of martyrs and crucifixes. He erected the
crucifix everywhere. A cross also adorned his standard. And so,
with the cross, with continued Holy Masses, with Our Lady and all
the saints, especially with the battle cry:
-Here Saint Jacob!- the hordes of noble knights murdered
everything that got in their way, stabbed, strangled, drowned them
with almost unprecedented ruthlessness, burned kings, chiefs,
witches, burned the entire ancient Mexican ruling class, burned
temples by the hundreds to the ground, destroyed tens of thousands o f
statues of gods and works of art so that no trace of them remained,
they desecrated tombs to demonstrate the power of their gods,
destroyed countless objects of art, idols, fascinating masks, pottery
and wood carvings, a civilization, a high, flourishing culture, the
nature, beauty and richness of which the invaders had never
imagined, creations whose remains i y zo in Brussels at the court of
Charles V. even enchanted a Ddrer, the genius had seen nothing in
all my life thatcould so delight my heart ... "*.

But on the other side of the great sea, the celebrated colonizer -
edcl- and "highly educated", spectacularly made tabula rasa, put an
end to the people, their wonderful cities, not least to their "idolatry"
including “idolaters", although the golden bandit of course did not
come with warlike intentions, but as a
-An "ambassador of peace" who, moreover, as he wrote to his
emperor in a very evangelical way, did not want to "return evil for
evil".

This was evident in the "pacification” of his enemies, where Gortés
could strike with ice-cold brutality, sparing neither women nor
children. It was exemplified by the massacre of Cho- tula, also known
as St. Bartholomew's Night in overseas history. Attack
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He attacked them himself, mainly to prevent an attack by the
inhabitants. First they lured out their most important dignitaries along
with their followers and then invaded Cholula together with their
allies. They robbed it, destroyed the sanctuaries5 , burnt down entire
districts and slaughtered more than three thousand people in just a
few hours. - Through cunning treachery, the Franciscan monk
&rnardino de Sahagiin conveyed the Indian lherlief, -the warriors
were without weapons. Without swords and without shields they
stood before the Spaniards."”

The cruelty of Cortés is also shown by the end of Tenochtitlan,
the metropolis of the Aztec empire, which he and his followers had
never ceased to marvel at, which they declared to be the most
beautiful city in the world, perhaps the largest at the time, which
also welcomed them, the foreigners, in a friendly manner, which for
a short time, one remembers Columbus, took them for gods.
Tenochtitlan, the capital, gracefully situated on a large lake, with
magnificent palaces, towers, courtyards, extensive well-
proportioned squares, markets, shady promenades, b ri d g e s and
waterways, magnificent zoological and botanical gardens, Cortés'
warriors and their combatants captured this wonder of the world at
the end of May i yxi, starved it out in an eighty-day siege, conquered
it, in the course of which an estimated two hundred thousand Aztecs
perished, plundered it - - like hungry pigs they were greedy for gold - -
and built Spanish Mexico on the ruins. But even in the provinces
there was still a wealth of popular cities with never-before-seen sights,
"so many and so wonderful”, as Cortés put it, "that it seems almost
unbelievable".

But culture, places of worship, art, even the largest, most beautiful
temples, they respect as little as any foreign human life. They
respected and esteemed them far less,” Las Casas complains, -- and |
speak the truth, for | have seen it all this time -- not merely as their
cattle -- God forbid they should have treated them more cruelly than
their cattle! -but they regarded them no higher, indeed far lower
than the dung in the streets."
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They resorted, they wrote, to the tortures of classical antiquity,
now adapted to the conditions of the wilderness and, one might
add, to the stimulating inspirations of their holy faith. They tore
prisoners apart between two canoes or two horses, tied them to
gallows "for the glorification of the Redeemer"”, cut off their hands,
noses, lips and breasts by the hundred - with the help of God, the
Holy Virgin and the Apostle Santiago. They pulverized the savages -
even in front of cannon muzzles. And occasionally the pious
commander reported his successes, "funny little pieces”, through the
"cartas de refacion" (sometimes compared to Caesar's Bellum
Gallicum), detailing Charles V, the mighty one, in whose empire the
sun was just setting - without the two gentlemen telling each other,
of course, like Lichtenberg, that it is not this that counts, but what
the sun gets to see during its course in these states.

And Cortés, whose -brilliant performances as a trup-

It is not only the encyclopaedia of the Middle Ages that still raves
today about the "brilliant deeds of arms" of the “leader of the Middle
Ages", and it is not only the Zurich historian Urs Bitterli who is still r
9qq impressed by his "brilliant deeds of arms", the highly praised
militia and butcher offered the sun and criminal history all sorts of
things: - countless villages and towns on fire and ashes, uncounted
people ridden down, burnt, drowned. At one point he reports his
monster crimes to the French Catholic authorities, who pass them off
as - bellum ijustum-,

-more than too man - canceled, once - more than 500-,

Once, at the call of "St. Jacob", a river turns red from the blood of
the slain, once "fire is thrown into more than

3 0 houses -, another time - over 8oo Temixtitans are captured and
taken prisoner", within two hours

-3 000 citizens are killed", one day "more than sooo men, women and
children are killed". One day they Kill or capture -r zooo Temixti- tans,
another day "over

All this - "cheerful”, as Corrés calls it, "funny" and of course
with the notoriously good conscience of the devout Catholic,
murdered with the Crucified, with the Madonna, with "Hie 5ankt
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Jacob!" etc. etc. For, as Cortés preached, "we are Christians and
believe in only one true God, Jesus Christ, who suffered for us ... -
We believe in him alone, and therefore we worship him alone -In
the place of your idols | will now place our glorious and holy Lady,
the mother of Jesus Christ, who is the Son of God -*-

Always: With God, through two millennia over corpses,
mountains of corpses, and: With God.

An Aztec text describes the action of the Spanish occupation,
this time during a festival of a thousand Indians. Just at its climax,
the heavily armed knights of Christ stormed among the
unsuspecting dancers and singers, first seized a drummer, a man
"who was drumming, and cut off his arms. Then they cut off his
head and he rolled far across the floor. Then they attacked the
dancers, stabbed them, played them, beat them to death with their
sisters. Some pierced them from behind and fell to the ground with
their guts hanging out. Others decapitated them; first they split their
heads open and then cut them into small pieces. Others hit them on
the shoulders, their backs opened up in gaping wounds. Some had
their arms torn from their bodies. Some they stabbed in the thighs
and calves. Others had their stomachs slit open and their intestines
spilled out onto the ground. Some tried in vain to run away, but
their intestines dragged in front of them and they became entangled
in them with their own fangs. No matter how they tried to save
themselves, they could not escape. Some tried to force their way
out, but the Spaniards killed them at the gates. Others climbed up
the walls, but the Spaniards played them... The blood of the chiefs
flowed like water and collected in puddles. The puddles flowed
together and turned the entire temple courtyard into a large slippery
surface. The stench of blood and guts filled the hatch, and the
Spaniards ran into the private houses and Killed everyone who was
still hiding there. -*-

This a massacre by the butchers of that man who was known as e Jener
Moses- of the Mexican Indians, he had been praised for his
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-With the conquest of Mexico, he compensated the Church for the
loss of half of Europe to Protestantism™ (Lexikon fiir Theologie
und Kirche).

Within less than a century, there was a catastrophic loss of
population, the population of Central Mexico fell from almost zy
million to under two million! But instead there were more and
more monks, Franciscans, Dominicans, Augustinians, and later, i
y7 z, Jesuits, then Carmelites
and Mercedariez Um i too had Mexicp, New Spain, around 4
monasteries. The country was Catholic, -the stage of direct
missionary work" - -the missionary spring- - - was completed"
{Handbook of Church History).

And a lame Spanish colonial servitude followed until Mexico's
declaration of independence in the 8th century.

Like Columbus, Cortés was also accused, but in vain. Instead, he
rose to become a marquis (marquis) in Spain, the Adelantado
{Statthalter) de la Mar del Sur-. Back in Mexico in the 1930s, he
organized trips to California, the Moluccas and the Philippines. i ya
i participated in
He took part in the failed military campaign of Charles V to Algiers
(V1144 ). where a hurricane devoured around i 50 imperial ships
and their crews. Since then, Cortés remained in Spain and died in
1547 in Casnlleja de la Cuesta near Seville, leaving behind eleven
offspring, both legitimate and illegitimate, as a passionate devotee
of the Virgin Mary is always entitled to do.

Let us just mention that in South America, which has been
divided into the viceroyalties of New Spain and Peru (now Bolivia)
since i 5 35 and i 5q z, the Spaniards themselves have repeatedly
been involved in military conflicts.
broke out. Dad alone x5 -4 VV*er rival conquistadors for
Honduras, where two of the rulers of the
Cortés treacherously killed a third, Cristébal de Olid. (And as late
as the zo. In the 19th century, the USA visited Honduras with a
series of military interventions}. There were also bloody clashes
between high-ranking Spanish officials in Mexico City. And later
in Peru, the "land of gold", there were outright civil wars.
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PIZARRO AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE INCA
EMPIRE

From Mexico, first Central America and then southern North
America were conquered.

i 53 i Francisco Pizarro, a soldier's son, related to Cortés on his
mother's side and who, like Cortés, had made his fortune in the
New World at an early age, conquered the empire. It stretched
along the west coast of South America from the north of present-
day Ecuador via Peru and Bolivia to central Chile. It was one of the
largest and richest countries, although already weakened by internal
rivalries, due to a bitter fratricidal war between the two sons of the
last ruler Huayna Capac, who had succumbed to an epidemic. The
eldest son Htiascar, the designated successor, was murdered in
captivity by the warriors of his brother Atahualpa, who soon met
the same fate. Pizarro had Atahualpa, whom he had promised to
treat as a "friend and brother", lured into an ambush, captured and,
despite paying a ransom of zq tons of gold and silver, executed
despite  his baptism. Beforehand, Atahualpa asked the
"Goberriador" - his last words - to take care of his young children,
then the Spaniards prayed for his salvation, spared him a Christian
death at the stake and, like a repentant "heretic”, had him first
strangled and then burned.

Even the governor of Panama, Gaspar de Espinosa, found this
procedure suspicious and regretted in a letter to Charles V that such a
guilty verdict was passed and that a man was killed who had done so
much good and given away such rich treasures or pointed them out to
us without the slightest harm having befallen a Spaniard or any other
person to this day.

Of course, the Spaniards' greed for gold also played a special
role here. And in order to squeeze as much as possible out of their
victims, they had even invented a special torture, an "“ingenious
European technique™ (Stannard). They dug out the Indian leaders
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up to the center of the body and whipped it. If there were no more
treasure hiding places because they had no more treasures, they
heaped earth on top of them again and whipped them again and so
on: new earth, new whipping, new earth, buried up to the shoulders,
whipped, buried up to the mouth ...

Incidentally, Pizarro, who could not read or write his own name
but was ennobled by the emperor, was even more cruel than Cortés,
and his hordes treated the country's landowners no differently than
the invaders in the Caribbean, in Mexico. Volumes could be filled
with the atrocities committed by these Christians, with reports that
originated from them. They tortured, hanged, drowned, quartered,
decapitated, they incited the Indians with 81lhundreds, threw them in
front of them as food or put them in the silver mines, which looked
like the pit of hell.

The conquest of the huge Inca empire was also determined by
the same motives, the same strategies, the same -overpressure-.
These too
"Voyages", "voyages of discovery", "explorations" were basically
just bandit tours, raids, often of the crudest kind, power-political
enterprises, serving above all to enrich themselves and to expand
violence at any price. This land grab also consisted of incessant
raids, massacres, battles, sometimes formal field battles on the high
plateaus of the Andes, bloodbaths with artillery and cavalry attacks,
in which thousands of Indians died, as in the massacre of Cajamarca,
which the Dominican Vicente de Valverde commanded with a
crucifix in his hand: "Come out, Christians! Confront these hostile
hounds who reject divine things!

In fact, it was less about divine things and more about human,
alzuman, inhuman things, about horny profits and nothing else. "Their
only concern,” confessed one priest, the young Christébal de
Jvtolina*, "was to collect gold and silver to get rich ..." That is why
they plundered tenipels, opfeigab¢n, ancestral tombs, why they tore the
gold and silver coverings from walls and statues, and even tore the
golden masks from the frozen faces of embalmed people

Hostages were taken, their heads were cut off, they were thrown
down the trunks.
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mesgenossen to. They tortured, burned alive, fed dogs with human
egg. Mari undertook slave hunts. Natives were forced to work like
cattle. Sometimes all the women and children of a treasure-less
place were rounded up and stabbed. The historian Oviedo quotes a
chieftain: "Then you Christians came and turned us from free men
into slaves, from masters into servants, instead of treating us well
and justly, you made us slaves.

You have taken our wives and daughters as concubines. To deprive
us of our property, you have burned us, hounded us with hounds,
and ravished us with wicked words.

And as in the subjugation of Central America, the Christians rivaled
each other here too, fighting the rebels in their own ranks, the leaders
striving to eliminate each other through tactics or force, with each
side also letting their helpers bleed.

A war that lasted more than a decade broke out between Pizarri and
Almagrists, between the Bizarro clan, who sought to heap all power
onto the family circle, and the conquistador Diego de Almagro {the
iilteren). The latter was defeated in 538 by an army under Hernando
Pizarro, one of Francisco's half-brothers, captured and, despite his
advanced age, strangled with the garrote. Three years later, Francisco
Pizarro himself succumbed to an assassination attempt in his residence
city of Lima. And when the eponymous son of the titled Diego de
Almagro dismissed him as Lord of Peru, an emperor's envoy, Cristdbal
Vaca de Castro,eliminated him. His successor, however, the first
vice-king Blasco Nuiiez de Vela, is defeated in open battle by
Francisco Pizarro's youngest brother-in-law, Gonzalo Pizarro, until he
himself is defeated and liquidated by a legate of Charles V. Christians
among themselves. Of course, the pious Spaniards still found time to
assassinate the very young son of the deceased Inca ruler Huayna
Capac, the brave Manco Inca, not to mention countless other outrages.

As in Mexico, the human losses of the Indians in Central and South
America were immense. For wherever the Christians explored,
discovered and conquered, as one of them himself, Pedro de Cléza de
Ledn, says, "it seemed as if a fire had destroyed everything.
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zehrr" . Between x y30 and i y7 o, the indigenous population is
assumed to have declined from around y to around g million. But, as
we know, the history of salvation continued thereafter. And,

writes the Lexikon fur Theologie und Kirche t gg4 , “in the interior
of Amazonia the massacres of the indigenous population continue
to the present day".

It is also remarkable, as the Handbook of Church History admits,
that Indians, IViestizos and mulattos could not become clergymen
practically until the*7- century. But just as slaves were denied the
priesthood for centuries in modern times
as if, Leo I, "the Great", Pope and Doctor of the Church, "as if a
shabby slave (servilis vilitas) were worthy of such an honor".

Of course, many European states could not stand the domination of
the Iberians on the seas and in the overseas territories. Now they too
wanted a share in the -mare clausum-, they wanted - the new theory of
international law - a "mare liberum-, a share in the spoils, the -land
grab- - the bloodthirsty act already familiar to us from the Old
Testament, which, despite all the differences, in ancient Israel as in
the New America amounted to the ongoing extermination of the
previous inhabitants (cf. 173 .). And at the same time, the
Europeans themselves fought each other, attacking the Protestants in
t)bersee, the egoism of the Dutch broke Bahri, the hunger for
power of the French and, with particular vigor and success, the
domination of the British. In the process, the Indians were used as
auxiliary tribes in struggles that arose from the religious fanaticism
of the Jesuits on the one hand and the Puritan clergy and their
followers on the other (Friederici).



HOW NO R DA ME R | KA CHR ISTLICH WU RDR 43

HOW NONOAMERICA WAS CHRISTIAN OR:
-To xlcL Al'd D SCALP ALL, BIG A1'4D

It began with individual actions, with a steadily increasing small-
scale war in the course of the i6th century. It culminated in the
invasion attempt by the Spanish fleet. It set out to conquer England
in i88, supported by a million ducats from the Pope to Philip I1, and
sank in the English Channel (i6o ships, worth zoo million ducats)
through a long-range artillery battle {instead of the usual close-
range boarding battle) under Admiral John Hawkins, the founder of
British naval power. He was ennobled for this, as he had also
rendered other services to Great Britain, for example by opening
the English slave trade from West Africa to the West Indies (i yS8),
of course with -God's help- and a ship with the beautiful name -
Jesus". (In the eighteenth century, the Americans bought a nuclear
submarine

 Corpus Christi". Because trust in God still makes itself felt.

paid)-' '

After England had won the "freedom of the seas", at least for
itself, itadvanced everywhere with large trading companies, the
Muscovite, Levantine, East India and African companies, and finally in
Canada with the Hudsonbai Company. It created bases for itself, took
Bermuda away from the Spanish i 6i z, i 3*7 Barbados, the
easternmost island of the Lesser Antilles, from which the Catholics
had cem "ppr the Indians as SkJars. The British therefore soon
imported 8oo00 blacks from West Africa to cultivate their sugar cane
plantations. (EfSt 1Q66 Barbados became independent.) Conditions
developed similarly in Jamaica, where the Spanish largely
exterminated the Indians through forced labor and epidemics, and the
British reintroduced West African slaves to run their sugar cane fields
after conquering the island i 6 y 5, making Jamaica the largest slave
market in the Caribbean. (It gained complete independence in St
1Q6x.)-°

Great Britain created bases in India, indeed worldwide, iiis-
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colonies, settlement colonies on the east coast of North America.
The first corresponding attempts by the English navigator Walter
Raleigh in 157s us i58¢ were not very successful, but at least he
founded Virginia, the first of those i3 colonies which then became
the nucleus of -God's own country-, the USA. James I, however; the
Protestant son of Mary Stuart, who took Raleigh z 6i 6 out of the
Tower {where he was imprisoned for thirteen years, among other
things.

-The History of the World"), had him executed i 6i 8. Gradually,
however, the Virginia Company, established by the London
government and specifically intended to transport European settlers
to America, brought ever new flocks of "colonists" over. | O5 | They
took possession of Connecticut, i 636 Rhode Island, x63 New
Hampshire, i64 Maine.

Many came of their own accord, that is, disgusted out of
England, driven away from the rest of Europe by its housing misery,
its methods of torture, slavery and cupping, its feudalism, its military
service. But even as they sought to escape the misery, the political
instability, the social quarrels, the sectarian strife, they exposed
themselves to new misery, a risky transfer over durihuuseod
kilometers with countless shipwrecks.

On the other side of the sea, of course, epidemics and hunger
struck and many, especially at first, remained poor, dependent
and had to pay for the journey as indentured servants, usually with
four to seven years of servitude. It was through Christians that
Western serfdom came to North America, and Christians were the
first slaves of Christians there. Then redskins took their
place, including missionaries, and then blacks, unparalleled
scams. At times, Great Britain even had a monopoly on the export
of black slaves to the Spanish colonies and shipped 1.1 $ million of
them to the New World between i 680 and i y86 alone.'-.

In contrast to Spain, Portugal and France, where the state
initiated or at least favored the war, in England it was initially the
result of private initiative. Business-minded merchants promised
the blue sky, and many a captain
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open kidnapping. Eventually, the state also recognized its
advantage overseas and sought to deport all sorts of people who
were in need of help, has-beens, have-nots, Catholics and
criminals. The latter in particular were to be used by the judiciary
to fill the dungeons of the New World. But they were also suitable
as forced laborers. Thus

»7 8 Betweenand ryyy alone, yoooo convicts were sent to the
tobacco plantations of Virginia and Maryland. And soon the
absolutist staar was joined by the absolutist ecclesia, calling on
them to make the native land a "holy land", "the

boundaries of the kingdom, yes, the boundaries of heaven {to) enlarge
ted."

As the Anglican Church, the state church, continued the
persecution practice of the Papists, many also fled for religious
reasons. All the "dissenters" - Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists,
Deists, Quakers - expected political and religious freedom in the
New Continent and hoped for something like a new Canaan, the
Promised Land. Above all, many Puritans, Calvinists of the strictest
kind, were inspired by state absolutism, by Queen Elizabeth | and
the Stuarts James I and Charles. | {beheaded at the instigation of
Cromwell i 69g) and fled to America, including the group of
"Pilgrims" who later became famous.

With them, who now wanted to create a "New Jerusalem", the

USA let its prehistory begin, the founding of the English colonies,
although Sir Walter Raleigh had already laid the groundwork for
this in Virginia and although there x6oy, still half a generation
before the Pilgrim Fathers, a certain Capt.
John Smith had arrived on behalf of a trading company and founded
Jamestown, the oldest permanent British settlement in America,
where twelve years later slavery would begin on the soil of the
future United States.-°

But this development then seemed all too profane, far too earthly,
temporal, an actionism of small traders, speculators, soldiers of
fortune, one of whom had even been beheaded in the Tower. No,
this could not open their story. Something else was needed, a
serious prelude, something higher than profit, the
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was and remained the highest thing for them. They needed the kind
of aura that surrounded the Pilgrim Fathers, they needed the aura of
the sublime, the sacred, the numinous, and did the Pilgrims not
simply, in true Christian humility, call themselves "saints"?

So let the history of Nen- England, -the first permanent English
settlement in America-, begin not in Virginia, not with the
beheaded man, not with Captain Smith, nor with other pioneers,
pacesetters of the all-too-sordid economic, but with those sectarians
from Plymouth, who, though separated from the Anglican state
church, were nonconformists, separatists, Calvinists, -heretics-, but
nevertheless exalted, blessed by God, indeed possessed by the faith
of election, by messianic visions, zealous bigotry; They came from
a world so moral that they later, for example, arranged a library
separately for male and female authors, which could even display
dog genitals or the feet of a piano because they resembled ladies'
legs.

Almost the entire Pilgrims cult seems like a parallel action to the
Christian belief in miracles and relics. Almost everything is
exaggerated, untrue, starting with the famous rock of New
Plymouth, where the "Mayflower", the Pilgrim Father ship known
as Columbus' "Santa Maria", is said to have sunk in November
i6z0; a much admired cult object, almost a national monument,
although the stone has been broken off, moved, buried and sawn up
several times; quite apart from the fact that the rock was first
mentioned for the first time i 36 years later, that the
-Pilgrims- only towards the middle of the ig. Century so called.

The Puritans, who in the first half of the*7- secular period

particularly invaded the north-east of what would later become the
USA, the New England states of Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire
and Massachusetts,
Rhode Island and Connecticut, especially in the cigent mother state
of New England, in Massachusens, established a -Bible-Common-
wealth-, a theocracy of the purest water, garnished with beautiful 5
sayings, above all, of course, biblical ones.

At the same time, they had no inhibitions about legally
classifying the territory they were fouling as a vacuum.
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namely as a country that the pre-population inhabited not by virtue
of "civil law", but only by virtue of "natural law" and thus illegally!
They had no scruples, in the Basic Law

{The first of these was to officially grant Massachusetts settlers the
right to keep slaves, nor did they have any qualms about depriving a
trading company of nine-tenths of its capital, nor about equipping their
"Castle Zion" with cannons when they founded the town of New
Plymouth, or later, in the century of Enlightenment, paying first i z and
then roo pounds for each Indian scalp. And as zealot sectarians, they
b