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i. CHAPTER

THE BEGINNINGS OF KARL V. OF
LUXEMBOURG-BOHEMIA ( 6-1*343
7) AND CLEMENS VI (e 4* 5*J'

A FORERUNNER OF THE RENAISSANCE
PASSENGERS

-Inaccordance with the prevailing concept of kingship,
Karl saw himself as the ruler of Christ.
Moreover, he felt that God had chosen him to be ruler. In
the exercise of kingship
Charles was guided by the Christian Church's view of the
office of ruler - Charles 1V took advantage, he tricked,
deceived, spoke double-talk, deceived, caused damage,
stirred up discord and incited. Karl Geheul did not seek to
take advantage of the crimes against the
to draw ... -His divine sense of service as well as his belief
in ruling on behalf of God,

z nkdorucn<n its general and particular
scrupetlasity in the "V'/9H d<r Mir¢cl.- Eckkard
fdall¢t-JVtertens'

-Clement's lavish court household and his splendid entourage
were appropriate for a worldly prince, but not for a prince of
the church. He enjoyed banquets and colorful feasts ... He
was a shameless nepotist who showered relatives and
compatriots with offices and gifts. The enormous expenses
that the church did not
The financial problems that arose only because of this
maglosigcic, but also because of the huge loans ax France,
the acquisition of Avignon (8o ooo gold sticks} and the costly
construction of the Palais Neuf, as well as the campaigns in
Italy and against the Turks, soon ate up the extensive funds
that John XXIf. and Benedict XII. had accumulated.
John Norman Davidson Kelly-



A NEW " EFFECT KONI G)

While his predecessor, Emperor Louis IV the Bavarian, had fought
the last great battle against the popes (VII ¢86 ff.), his successor
tried his luck with them, not without success. Various
circumstances and peculiarities stood him in good stead. Above all,
the weakness of the popes, the crisis of the Hanzean kingship, not
least certain aspects of his own spirit and character.

Charles 1V, the future German emperor, was the great-grandson
of King Rudolf I of Habsburg, the grandson of Emperor Henry VII,
and was born in Prague as the eldest son of King Joan of Bohemia
from the House of Luxembourg arR*4- May 13 16. His baptismal nun,
Wenceslas, came from a maternal pre-Myslid tradition. After an
unhappy early childhood {due to his parents' quarrel) in B6hrnen,
his father sent him to Paris at the age of seven; he was educated at
the court of his uncle Charles IV of Valois and was named Charles
after him, his godfather.

The prince was highly talented and unusually educated for his time.
Thanks to divine grace, he says in his autobiography, he spoke
Czech, his mother tongue, as well as German, Italian, French and
Latin (although he only spoke Latin and German). He soon came
into influential ecclesiastical hands. His most important teacher, as
Charles himself testifies, was the Benedictine monk Pierre Roger,
at the time Abbot of Fécamp, advisor to the French king, later Pope
Clement VI. i 330, at the age of fourteen, Charles was recalled from
Paris and his great-uncle, the Elector and Archbishop Balduin of Trier,
a key figure in German politics at the time, introduced him to
political life and to the world of the Catholic Church.
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the territorial administrative practice of his Luxembourg home
country

of the.®

Charles IV, who attracts the attention of modern historians like
hardly any other medieval potentate, is said to have been not only
clever, but also insidious and duplicitous, a "cunning man of
scalding cunning" (Diwald), energetic, purposeful, thrifty, but
equally greedy for money and intent on constantly increasing his
domestic power.

Dominated by the fear of sin, the fear of the Last Judgement, he
regularly underwent retreats, penitential exercises, preached sermons,
sometimes prayed for days, invoked saints, the Slavic apostles Cyril
and Methodius {V zzy ff.), whose feast day he declared a public
holiday. He particularly venerated St. Wenceslas, St. Charles and
relics, the cult of which he also promoted in an unusual way, even
performing ecstatic acts himself. He favored religious revival
movementsii, reported in his -Vita Caroli V. ab ipso conscripta-,
almost the only autobiography of a European ruler, in striking
detail on the principles of a Christian life, also felt guided by God as
a prince and protected in battle, it was no coincidence that he liked to
appear as a priest-king, surrounded by religious symbols, in
adoration of the Madonna with theJ esuskind, indeed wanted
Prague to become the "Rome of the North" in general
make.

KArl xwisChRSI i 33 | and 1333 as his father's governor in
northern Italy, where he escaped a poison attack in Pavia
-under the protection of divine grace, because a solemn mass was
held at length and | communicated and did not want to eat anything
before breakfast. Just as the attempt to fleece the rich, but party -
torn, feud-ridden country under Luxembourg's regency, to collect
the - imperial taxes, despite triumphant initial successes, failed as
completely as the barbaric war campaign of his money-hungry
grandfather Henry VI {V114 53 ff.).

Pope John XXII was also involved in the Bohemian adventure.

Strictly speaking, he wanted to defeat his Lombard enemies through
the Boh-
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The young Charles, however, did not want to continue the fiasco in
blood. The young Charles, however, did not want to continue the
fiasco with bloodshed. "When our father saw," he wrote later, "that
he was running out of resources and could no longer wage war
against the lords of Lombardy, he thought of withdrawing and
wanted to leave the cities and the war to us. But we refused, which
we could not maintain with honor." So the two princes finally
disappeared from the country without any success - like smoke.

Charles IV was indeed a notable exception among the monarchs
of the Christian Middle Ages, waging war only rarely and then
never for long periods. Thus i 37 i and x j y3 each a campaign
against the Margraviate of Brandenburg, whereupon he
compensated the Wittelsbachs for the loss with at least yoo 0oo
florins. Thus the imperial war against the Swabian League of
Cities, where he relented in i3z7 when the Count of Wiimemberg
lost a battle.

Charles, who by and large deserved to be called a prince of
peace, preferred negotiations, settlements and personal agreements
to implement his conventionally successful policies, even if he
could be implacable towards enemies. However, he did not rule by
force of arms, as was customary, but through diplomacy, the
granting of privileges, pledges and life annuities, barter and
inheritance contracts, repeatedly through marriage agreements and,
to an astonishing extent, his real means of power, through
considerable settlements and payments. "Everything
other is to be tried rather than the iron-, he wrotee 35 i to Pe- trarca,
-that is what the doctors want and that is what the emperors have
learned from experience, although he was thinking especially of
himself.
the, as he was also called, -merchant on the
Throne.-

However, he did not shy away from unscrupulousness, brazen
tricks and crimes in his peace efforts, as has always been part of the
dirty business of politics, far more than the opposite in any case.
"Charles 1V overreached, he outwitted, deceived, spoke double-
tongued, he cheated, caused damage, stirred up discord, incited"
{Miiiller-Mertens). In short, he was, to put it more finely, a master



in the field of covert diplomacy.
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Game" (Pfitnner). For the sake of profit, he did not hesitate to deny
all noble principles, for example, to coin Jewish blood into pale
capital. He ceded the rights over the so often and repeatedly hunted
lands to several imperial cities and assured the new usufructuaries
of Jewish property in advance of documentary impunity in the
event that “the Jews there would soon be slain” {<44 y!).

As Margrave of Moravia, Charles expanded his experience even
further.

After his father's blindness, he also ruled de facto in Bohemia. He
joined the anti-Wittelsbach front and soon became its most
important exponent, above all through the support of his former
teacher, Pope Clement V1.

CLEMENSUI ( 54*-*31-)
UND IEK x IG 11'4 VO N )UEAPEL

We already encountered this church leader briefly in the last volume
{VII yoo f.). But in many respects it deserves more detailed
consideration.

Born into a noble family from Limousin around i zgi at Maumont
Castle (dép. Correze), Pierre Roger became Benedictine abbot in
Fécamp after studying in Paris i3 x6 and in the following four
]ahren bishop of Arras, archbishop of Sens and of Rouen, official
propagandist of another planned crusade. He was a confidant of King
Philip VI, became a cardinal in 33 8 and four years later pope -

because of his high
as a preacher and theologian™ {Lexikon fiir Theologie und Kir-

che).'

But Clemens was not only, as the Catholic Seppelt assures us, -a
capable theologian-, a much-celebrated orator and preacher-, not
only, it is said, amiable, sociable, kind, generous, a promoter of art
and science, a patron of the Avignonese papal library, for which he
had Petrarch, to whom he granted a canonry in Pisa, collect Cicero
manuscripts.



Creuens VI. UFfD DIE UdFficix vox N xnrEL 7

No, the new, unanimously elected pontiff was a great benefactor,
above all a benefactor of himself. Coming from Rouen, the richest
benefice in France, and so accustomed to living well, to luxury, he
surpassed many things that had already existed.

He bought the city of Avignon and the surrounding area 134
of the Queen of Naples, whereby he also took the scandalous
morally rehabilitated.

Joan | of Anjou, married four times, had her first husband
Andrew of Hungary strangled in the castle of Aversa after only two
years of marriage, together with her lover, her father's cousin,
Prince Louis of Taranto, whom she married
- Incidentally, Louis was a prince who was also highly undesirable to
the Curia; the papal legate was therefore instructed to crown only the
queen. InJ anuare 34  she fled with Louis to her county of
Provence and
to the Pope, while the Lord of Uiigarn, Louis I. -the Great-, the
The king, brother of the liquidated Andrew, to whom he had
previously bought the Neapolitan crown f o r 44 OOO marks,
undertook two terrible revenge campaigns against John's empire.
However, the king, who fought the Bogomils in the Balkans, later
expelled the Jews from Hungary and was also personally pious,
failed with his claims to the throne due to the pope's resistance.

Joanna sold him the city of Avignon for 8o ooo florins, not a
high price, an almost irritatingly low price, if it was paid at all, and
Clemens absolved her of the guilt of murdering her husband, albeit
only after a sham trial in Avignon. He also recognized the new
marriage. Joan then returned to Naples with her murderer husband
and the highest blessing, and on May zy. May i3 yz, Louis and his
wife were crowned king of Sicily by a papal legate in Naples. When
he died, to look ahead briefly, r 36s, Joan married James Il of Majorca
and, after his death, in a fourth marriage, i 75 Otro of Brunswick, until
she in turn was strangled i 38s, on behalf of her brother-in-law Charles
Ifl. of Anjou-Durazzo, King of Nea- pel, who was murdered four
years later.”
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Luxu S, ORGI EN U ff D TO RTU REN

Clement VI, although a monk, held court in a glamorous, almost
oriental, pompous manner, indeed he did so with "sophisticated
representation and external splendor”, as even the Catholics of
WetzerfWelt - all the princes of his time before him - said. He
bought silk from Tuscany, fine linen from Reims, Paris and
Flanders. He bought forty different kinds of gold brocade in Syria,
his fur requirements were enormous: i zzo Her-

melin skins - -68 for a hood, 4 for a cape, 3 io for a cloak, i o for two
more hoods, 6 for another hood,

3o for a hat, 8o for a large hood and 88 for biretta or papal capes -.
But the lords of Avignon, the followers of poor Jesus, wasted five
to ten percent of their annual budget on luxury imports.

Clement VI spent several times more on the kitchen and cellar
than his two predecessors {Clemens
V alone almost a thousand florins a week). Only for the coronation
banquet did the sixth Clement - "elected" pope because of his
high &gnbiing as a preacher and theologian - pay more than i ooo
gold florins.

Of course, a little pleasure, EBlust is allowed. After all, St.
Benedict had already demanded two cooked dishes for the monk,
so that if he did not eat one, he could enjoy the other. Benedict also
allowed raw food as a third course. And later, the Benedictines
were often served more than two dishes. The "Consuetudines
Farfenscs" prescribe three at every meal and the reformed
Benedictines also always served several outside of Lent. In many
monasteries, however, there was soon a third, fourth and fifth
course even on fast days. Even St. Peter Venerabilis defended a
third, fourth course - with reference to Benedict, because, Peter
continued his thought, if a monk could not enjoy even the second
meal, he had to have a third or fourth at his disposal.

The ascetics found different types of bread; wheat, rye and oat
bread, as well as special types of bread. And in between rolls,
wafers, waffles, tartlets etc. There were salads for dessert
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and fruit. Meat was forbidden by &nedict, but only meat from
four-footed animals. So fish was the preferred choice, even when
feasting. And it was not uncommon to allow poultry, which was
even tastier than meat from four-legged animals. With reference to
the Bible, Hrabarius Maurus already considered poultry to be fish,
as birds were created on the same day as fish and, like fish, they
also came from the water. Peter Abae- lard then emphasized that
the Bible does not demand the renunciation of meat. And already

In the late ia. and in the*3, century, the ban on meat was observed
in most monasteries.

So indulge Pope Clement.

He also showed unbridled generosity towards his relatives - he
shamelessly made half a dozen of them archbishops and cardinals.
His nepotism, as Seppelt also admits, "went beyond all measure"
and cost the church dearly. His ostentatiousness cost even more.

If Clement V, the first Avignonese pope - together with King
Philip 1V the Fair, exterminator of the Templars {V11 46i ff.!)
follower John X X8, once Bishop of Avignon {-3* -3*5), then
in the Bishop's palace, on which Benedict XII built a larger fortified,
towered residence, the Palais vieux, Clement VI added a new
building (Palais neuf) to the south in accordance with his increased
needs.

The papal residence {prison at the time of the French Revolution,
barracks in the ig. Century barracks, in the zo. Museum) was both a
palace and a dark, impregnable fortress, the "finest and strongest
building in the world". It not only protected the Vicar of Christ from
his enemies with four-metre-thick walls, it also enabled him to
enjoy lavish parties, fantastic banquets and veritable orgies in the
midst of great splendour, with women and mistresses having as
unhindered access as the prelates, even to the private chambers of his
holiness. "The accusations made by contemporaries against the
Pope's sex life cannot be dis- cussed” (Kelly), "nor can they be
dispelled by further toning down" (Handbuch der Kirchengeschichte).
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And just as Clement's predecessor Benedict XII had already
bought Petrarch's very pretty sister, whom the pope "like an old
lecher”, from her brother Flerardo "for a large sum" {after Petrarch
himself had refused the cardinalate allegedly offered to him in
exchange), so Clement VI, St. Birgitta of Sweden called him
"amator carnis", preferred his niece, the voluptuous Cécile,
Countess of Turenne, to whom he was so close that his favor was
very often obtained through her - Petrarch calls her "his
Semiramis, stained by incestuous debauchery”. And in the eighteen
letters "sine titulo- he emphasizes: "I speak of what | have seen, not
of what | have heard.

The hypocrisy, the spiritual dressing-up, was, as always,
rampant. For although the Pope, mocked as an ecclesiastical
Dionysus, took it so easy himself, he excoriated his clergy for their
libidinous unbridledness: - You rage like a herd of sticie against the
cows of the people!"- He even allowed prostitutes and, certainly
not as the only deputy, drew his own tax from them. Not enough,
papal officials at the time acquired "a beautiful, new, respectable
brothel" from a doctor's widow, as the document piously states, "in
the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ".

The amorous activities were often initiated by banquets, with
which prelates in particular courted the high priest's affections.

For example, at the reception given by Cardinal Annibale in
Avignon in the year Doinini i 3g3: splendid, carpet-covered walls,
the papal sumptuous bed covered in velvet, silk and gold brocade.
Whole squadrons of squires served hare and venison, wild boar
and kid, peacocks, pheasants, partridges, cranes, twenty-seven
different dishes. (But - what then! When in the same era a simple
Bishop of Zeitz was served the first course at the consecration of
the parish church in Weissenfels: -egg soup with saffron,
peppercorns and honey, a millet vegetable, mutton with onions, a
roasted chicken with plums. For the second course: stockfish with
oil and raisins, in
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Ol baked bleak, boiled eel with pepper5 roasted kippers with
mustard. As a third course: pickled boiled fish, baked barbel, small
birds baked hard in lard with radish, a leg of pork with gherkins.)

Man does not live by bread alone. In Weissenfels as in Avi-
gnon.

Five types of wine flowed from a columned fountain with trees,
from the Rhine, from Provence and from other landscapes blessed by
God. A tree made of silver bore pears, figs, peaches and golden grapes,
while another was adorned with candied fruits in many colors. In
between, there were interludes, yesterdays, a tournament. The chef
and his thirty eagles performed a dance. Almost everything was
richly endowed, from the lay nobility to twenty prelates, sixteen
cardinals to the Holy Father, who received precious rings worth i
50 guilders, a white horse, price zoo guilders, and everything paid
for with church money. Finally, this day of salvation history
{"Blessed are the eyes-, to paraphrase Luke i0,z3, "who see what you
see...-) ended with a picaresque sketch and, according to Petrarch, -
the inevitable orgy-."

Things were a little more intimate in that small, double-diwan-

of course, th e hermelin-lined tower room, in which
Clement VI naked with his numerous mistresses"
{Cawthorne) amused him. But his manners, according to
Wetzer/Welte, did not always match the sanctity of his station and the
dignity he held. But doesn't the contrast also work very well* Holy
and hypocritical in personal union?

It was also in keeping with professional sanctity that at the same
time, while the Pope, called "sariftmthig" and "amiable" by
Cardinal Hergerirdther, was prancing around naked on naked, deep
below in the -Salle de Tonure-, the likewise naked victims of the
Inquisition -behagreed-, mimnter also to death {cf. VI* 4 ff.!},
heaven and hell 'agen so close together - it's just a pity that
Christianity could not get a picture of it! Occasionally from
his confessor earnestly admonished him to chastity, replied
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the pope, accustomed from his youth to scMafen with women, and
jecet he drove on the advice of his doctors - what sensitive Medici -
dgm't ton. "But after all, he was magnanimous enough to recognize
all his children" (Cawthorne}.

The expenses of the Holy Father and his court were enormous;
especially the honorable conduct of the Xardians, who also built
magnificent palaces and, endowed with many benefices and
lavished with valuable gifts, strove towards paradise in a dignified,
diet-rich manner, following the example of their highest shepherds
- one with ten stables for the horses, one with s i Hausem, rented for
his entourage. Because they always knew how to go in there with
Geld, whether eating in or out."

I1'dTROITU S ET EKITUS

This already began in antiquity, when in early Christianity the pro-
ownership direction prevailed against the anti-ownership direction, the
anti-social direction against the social direction (I1l, Chapter 5);
when in lay circles the double standard that is still so popular today
was practiced and shamelessly declared: -1 make the big money, my
wife practices charity"; als there were already Christian bankers at the
turn of the 3rd century, even one of them, the ill-famed Kallist I
|#*7*%n°) became pope and saint {I11 33q);

when, among the bishops, no less a personage than St. Augustine
was the high

ideal of "laborious poverty" (laboriosa paupertas) and condemned
the poor to remain "in the eternally unchanged hard yoke of the
lower class”, for which they slept much better than the rich, who were
so tormented by worries; when the pact with the latter then also
made the Church rich and ever richer, by mercilessly and truly not
infrequently fleecing everything to blood, stealing from pagans
from century to century - heretics -, Jews and not least its own
followers.
Even in the early Middle Ages, the taxes and pensions of the
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Church domains, the dationes, tributa, servitia, functiones, pensio-
ner, all the revenues from bridges, roads, gates, markets, rivers,
harbors, forests, meadows, etc. to the Curia, whose money-suck,
complained the theologian and church reformer Provost Gerhoh
von Reichersberg in the 16th century. The theologian and church
reformer, Provost Gerhoh von Reichersberg, complained in the
16th century that since the days of Gregory VII, the need for
money had become so great that the whole world was unable to
satisfy it. In Rome, moaned the poet Freidank in the early 13th
century, even %uber tosgesprochen, without bufie and restitution of
the looted. All money comes to Rome, says another author,
including all sin, so that one has to wonder where it finds a place.
In short, the papal chambers, which united or defended all the
thousands of money flows, became the very model of modern
banking - "and the German reform gained its momentum through
the indignation of the Sincerely pious at the fact that the Church had
become an Italian financial enterprise working with all its means.".

With the increasing expansion of papal power, however, the
The generous expansion of their financial system in Avignon
reached a certain peak, especially as the change at that time from
payment in kind to payment in money also resulted in new revenue
items - grievances about misdeeds, extortion, bribes, demands,
corrupt and corrupting. And yet, or perhaps because of this, it was
perhaps the most useful system ever devised for the collection of
gold from an entire continent (Chamberlin).

Already since the i3. The Curia had often had its pecuniary
interests taken care of by Florentine merchants, the Bardi, Peruzzi,
Acciaiuoli, Bonacorsi, Alberti, i.e. those who were also politically
close to it. Some, like the Bardi and Peruzzi, collapsed towards the
middle of the iA. They also dragged the Acciaiuoli into bankruptcy
- bancaroi- ta, a word derived from the custom in Italian
municipalities to break the bank where the -banchieri pursued their
trade in public squares in the event of insolvency. Of course, before
these and other Florentine and Italian bankers went bankrupt at
the hands of the Curia, they had been wilfully sold by them.



4 Dix Anrfil4GE KARLS II. Uxn Ci.ririEi4s VI.

Their sons in church ministries were showered with clerical
salaries and income, just as they themselves had an influence on the
allocation of clerical positions,

As early as 13 7,4 i Italian money changers were doing business
in Avignon. "Every opportunity to acquire money was exploited
ruthlessly," admits the Handbook of Church History. The Holy See
now became the world's first pinance power;

In terms of pure income - which had more than doubled in Avignon
- he was in fourth place after the kings of France, England and
Naples.'-.

In the papal castle overlooking the Rhone, the Babylon of the
West - Petrarch had never known a more disgusting, unclean place -
treasures from all over the world were piled up. And Alvarez Pelajo, a
curial who was quite loyal to the Pope, reported that he had never
entered the papal chambers without meeting the ecclesiastical lords
while counting the money. -The prelates," he complained, "do not
teach their flocks, but plunder them and cut them up. The bread that
goes to the poor is wasted on spenders and dogs." But when he
himself became bishop, when he too was exploiting the poor
according to the papal model, his dioceses did not insult him, indeed
mistreated him. Alvarez, who once so bitterly denounced the papal
greed for money, is now himself accused of extortion and greed in
many points of complaint - ab bove majori discit arare minor {as the
old surigen, so do the young chirp).

Cardinal Hugo Roger left behind twenty-one bags of gold in a
red chest when he died. Not his only treasure. Many, many
thousands of gold florins were also found elsewhere.'-

No, what wasn't pouring out of every nook and cranny in Avignon
the telt together!

For example, the inflows from the ecclesiastical state, customs
duties, levies, fines, the over-mirages of the administrators, etc.,
were reduced by the passage of time, but by no means stopped.

Similar, albeit lower, revenues were generated from the same
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neighboring "Comtat de Venisse" (Venaissin), to please the Holy
Fathers (with interruptions) after the Albigensian Wars, so to speak,
and expanded in 1317 by stolen Templars; a territory of about 80
towns and castles bought with unheard-of blood sacrifices, which
the lords of Avignon placed under the control of rectors, often
close relatives.

The amounts to be paid by state feudal lords dependent on the
popes were enormous, totaling almost 70,000 florins per year:
Naples 40,000, Sicily 15,000, Aragon (for Sardinia and Corsica)
8,000, England 5,000, although often less was paid, England
probably the least, which is why the rickets were sometimes
enormous. In 1300, for example, Naples owed the Curia 466,700
guilders in feudal interest, but three decades later it still owed
444,410 quilders. Tribute was also collected from towns and
dominions liable to pay interest, the census of exempt bishoprics,
monasteries and churches.»

The first is St. Peter's pence (denarius or census S. Petri,
English Rompeni and others), originally a voluntary, then an
obligatory annual payment. British kings paid St. Peter's pence to
the bishops of Rome out of reverence for the "Prince of the
Apostles” from the 8th century onwards. The first to donate it was
King Offa in 786, an annual sum of 365 gold sticks (mancuses)

"for the poor and the lights". Since the 12th century

Scandinavia (including Finland, Iceland, Gronland), Poland,
Hungary, Istria and Dalmatia, but this resulted in many difficulties
and resistance. In the German East, people occasionally wanted to
“rather be hanged" than pay tribute. Since its exile in Avignon, the
papacy has interpreted it as an expression of its supremacy over
secular power. (Generally abolished at the time of the
Reformation, St. Peter's pence has been returned to the Holy See
as an "annual free gift of love" by all Catholic parishes in the
world since the abolition of the church state in the form of a
"church service collection" in the 20th century: Lexikon fiir
Theologie und Kirche).

The bestowal and confirmation of crowns was also highly
paid for. Innocent IV. (1243-1254) received for this from the
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Norwegian King Haakon around ty ooo marks. But even the tsar
sent rich gifts for his coronation. And no legate was allowed to
return to Rome from his travels without money (not only in
Innocent's case).

WEEKLY OUTLOOK SA RI ANTS OR
EVERYTHING HAS ITS FIRST FREEDOM

Indulgences (p. 368) became increasingly popular in the later
Middle Ages, but there were already precursors to them in the earlier
Middle Ages, the possibility of making satisfaction with money,
called redemption or commutation (conversion). For example, you
could pay a denarius to avoid a strict fasting day or, if you were poor,
you could have 50 strokes of the cane, you could perform a certain
number of prayers or genuflections for a year or a week and, of
course, pay a certain amount of money. The system made it possible
to carry out a long-term church penance in a very short time if you
had enough money. In addition, the Christian penitents soon began
to pay someone else, a so-called justus, often a monk, to perform the
penance in their place, thus enriching the monasteries. The wealthier
the monastery, the quicker the penance could be paid. King Eadgar's
penal code even created its own standard for the treatment of monks.
-According to this, the magnate can complete a seven-year penance in
just three days by first taking twelve men to help him, who fast for
three days on water, bread and green herbs, and then seven times as
many men who fast for him in the same way for three days; in this
way, as many days would be fasted as there are days in seven
years" (Ischmitz).
The development gradually led to the phenomenon of indulgences.

In the case of all the more important ones, a portion of the proceeds
went to the popes, who were already paid for the production. A tax
was collected for the concept and another for the final copy,
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a third for registration, a fourth for bulling (taxa
abbreviatorum, scriptorum, registri, plumbi).

There were indulgences for all sorts of things - from stone
grinding, for example when building a church, to church
attendance and indulgences for the dead. However, the latter hoax
was controversial within the church itself. Around the middle of
the 13th century, the well-known canonist Henry of Susa
{Hostierisis), Cardinal Bishop of Ostia, who was held in the highest
esteem by the popes, denounced indulgences for the deceased as a
sinful fraud. But according to church teacher Alberrus Magnus,
they were very useful for the poor souls in purgatory!

For the living person, the more he paid, the more an Ablafi
obviously achieved. God carin rechrien. And at least in the late
Middle Ages, the respective chewing sum for legionaries of
indulgences at the Curia is said to have been listed in registers. In
the early i c. century, the antipope Gtegor Vtll, whom Pope Calixt
Il ruined so mercilessly (VI 398 f.1), granted the inhabitants of
Lucca a complete indulgence for the fortieth part of their property as
a crusade donation. Innocent V. granted ialy the complete
The rebate for transferring a quarter or even larger part of the
annual income; those who gave less, of course, could only expect a
smaller rebate corresponding to the gift. God is just.

Perfect indulgences {they are not called that for nothing) were on
the

most expensive, but the amount varied - it depended on the -
importance- of the item {the advantage for the recipient). For
Milan, the costs in i39r amounted to iooo guilders, i3g8

to 600 guilders, for Munich in the late ty, century toe45, for Trier i
yi 5 to z30 and (in another case) to azo guilders, Popes of higher
rank occasionally also appear to have

to have granted higher indulgences. For example, Clement V, the
patron of the Templars (V114** ff.!), usually only granted indulgences
of io, zO,4 . 60 or ioo days, but once gave the Duchess Blanka of
Brittany an indulgence of so years, Queen Isabella of England and
the daughter Blanka of Louis IX of France even of i 00 years.
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In the late Middle Ages, the letters of indulgence already
numbered in the thousands, and the graces of indulgence multiplied
enormously, as if there was a connection with the chronic lack of
money and the often ever-increasing expenditure of the popes.
Godre's deputies were completely unscrupulous. Although they
often assured in their bulls that the indulgence just granted would
never be revoked, they disregarded this at the next opportunity, even
declaring the other indulgences invalid in new bulls despite all clauses
to the contrary, even if it had been expressly stated that they could
never be suspended!

Even after the Council of Trent, Spanish bishops sold
-iri traditional way", they made indulgences in exchange for money.
from a "pecuniary line of business™ (Kober).

Another method of increasing mammon was ex- communication.

Whenever possible, they were applied and the ex-communicated
were then ransomed. As a whole hail of curses, mainly for political
reasons, gradually descended on the faithful, including bishops and
abbots, and as, according to the complaints of contemporaries,
almost a third of Christendom was under ban or interdict in the late
Middle Ages, with the church ban sometimes lasting twelve or
more years, this was a very lucrative business, even if the ban was
no longer as effective as before. Or - another variant of exploitation -
lay people were called before different ecclesiastical courts at the same
time. If they then failed to appear here or there, they were
excommunicated until they had freed themselves by paying large
sums of money.*'

In addition, there were all the monetary constraints that were
imposed on the

clergy made.

For example, the not inconsiderable riches of the archbishops when
receiving the pallium, originally a gift, then a fee, the early lamented
obligation to pay. The usual hypocrisy to avoid the accusation of
simony, the voluntary nature of the subsidium caritati- vum was
emphasized when it had long been enforced.

The popes acquired a taste for it and demanded gifts
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or money from the bishops, the abbots, who lived in Rome,
collected a third of the annual revenue of each diocese during the
prescribed Visitatio ad limina Apostolo- rum, the visits of the
prelates to the Curia, and also collected for benefices that they
transferred or confirmed. Pope Innocent IV, who was also particularly
gifted in this branch of business, was given the epithet ornans

-Pfrindenkramer-. He granted five times as many licenses for
England.

as his predecessors. And in Constance alone, there were zo
canonries with 38 entitlements,

A benefice was regarded as a capital investment, and money was
extracted from creditors in every possible way. There were true
virtuosos in the hunt for benefices. Rudolf Losse, a nobleman from
Eisenach, was capellanus papalis, examinator clericorum pauperum
de Alamania, dean of Mainz, provost of Nauinburg, canon of St.
Ca- stor and St. Florian in Koblenz and in Eisenach, parish priest of
Kit- zingen, chaplain of St. Michael's Chapel in Andernach, altarist
of the parish church of Beilstein, royal councillor and official of the
Curia of Trier.

However, the popes only handed out appointment bulls and
commission documents after the person provided had signed the
commitment formula and promised to pay the sum within a certain
period of time. The amount of the oblation or, as it was then called,
the servitium was alsoe4 Je one third of the annual income.
coming.

Yet the Church had already forbidden the acquisition of spiritual
offices in return for payment in ancient times. And for more than a
millennium, it fought against the giving of the sacraments for
money. As late as i ci J, Innocent HI, at the Lateran Council of
Vienna, ordered that they be administered free of charge, but
allowed fees to be demanded afterwards, which had long been the
practice anyway. "For", as Lucian of Samosata, the Greek Voltaire,
sneered as early as the tenth century, "this is the concept that has
been formed of the gods: they do nothing for nothing .... .; everything
is for sale to them and has its fixed price.

Was already the stay in Rome or wherever the saint
Father did not reside cheaply for the traveling bishops and abbots,
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hardly any of them brought the full sums required - -almost always
they had to be borrowed or supplemented on the spot, often under
humiliating conditions, mostly by Florentines, and the prelates
returned from the apostolic see financially dependent on the banking
houses” {Davidsohn). But in Rome, nothing worked without
money. Yes, as soon as they got there, notes the in many ways
pleasingly polemical {and perhaps not coincidentally so unsuccessful
in publishing) Norman Anonymous, the bishops had to open their
pockets immediately. For, if they do not bribe the papal officials, they
have no prospect of achieving their purpose."

In concrete terms, this looked something like this atis. A)s
towards the middle of the iz. century, Tournai wanted to become
independent of Noyon and have its own overlord, and Tournai's
emissary also wanted to visit the Roman Curia.
had already advocated it,*4j Bishop Simon of Noyon appeared in
Rome, bribed the curial officials with yoo Mark Silben and
Innocent Il postponed the decision, which was only his third.
successor, Eugene 111, in favor of Tournais.=

As the matter proved lucrative, the circle of those obliged to
serve was expanded, the number of the highest posts to be awarded
was increased and finally the entire Catholic episcopate of the world
was seized; understandably, it was often in debt, some dioceses up to
twenty times the annual acceptance. And many a prelate was
unable to repay his debts for the rest of his life.

THE AB SCH OP FM ETHO DE
Bf THEBISCHOFE

Of course, each bishop also had his own various bribery methods,
such as a special tax immediately after the expensive consecration.
Or the quarterns, income from the fourth year's benefice, later
distributed equally over each year as a fixed transaction. Or the
sums accruing at the sending court, the Bannalia, the
Bannpfennige. Or the fines for immoral offenses.
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Everyone came into money in some way, otherwise they would
hardly have become bishops. One man confesses in the late early
Middle Ages: - | was ordained by the archbishop and paid a hundred
pieces of gold to win his favor; if I hadn't paid them, | wouldn't be a
bishop now. I gave gold and received the episcopate in return. But
I will not perish because of it, I will soon have my gold pieces
back, because | ordain priests, | ordain deacons, and so the gold
that has poured out of my pocket will return there.

Some bishops and priests pocketed money for allowing
newlyweds to have sexual intercourse on the first night, thus
sparing them the widespread practice of chastity nights. The
blessing of the bridal bed was also associated with -signs- which
were laid down by customary law or in writing. Bishops and
archdeacons also demanded tributes for the marriages of priests'
children. And they fleeced their own clergy early on. -Many
believers built churches in the dioceses of the bishops out of love for
Christ and the martyrs and endowed them with gifts, said 6 33
a Spanish council, -but the bishops take away the gifts
and use them for their own use the consequence is that there is a lack
of ministers for these churches since they have lost their means of
support, and that the decaying church buildings are not being rebuilt.

There were even overlords who demanded a full third of the
clergy's income. In short, the bishops also continually levied fees of
all kinds: cathedraticum, synodaticum, syn- odalia, procuratio,
subsidium caritativum, hospitium, angariae ...

But it didn't stop there, to mention at least one more episcopal
earning opportunity.

The high clergy often regretted the papal practice of granting
indulgences, mainly because it reduced their own income. Of course,
cardinals and bishops also issued letters of indulgence and collected
for them - in the case of smaller indulgences only the tax for issuing
them, while the entire proceeds remained with the "gifted" church or
institution. For expensive indulgences
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However, a portion had to be paid to Rome, whereby there were
two regulations regarding the amount of the tax. Either a third, half
or even two thirds of the royal revenue had to be paid to the papal
chamber. Or a lump sum was paid in by the petitioner before each
levy, which bore the pretty name -composition-.

As early as the i th century, both genuine documents and those
forged by the clergy promised pilgrims the same graces for visiting
certain churches as for a pilgrimage to Rome or Jerusalem. As
early as the xxth century, the Spanish Bishop Ermengaud of Urgel
(ioxo-x03 s), with the approval of the Archbishop of Alien, granted
pilgrims to the monastery of St. Peter an indulgence for all sins,
provided, of course, that they donated bread, wine, gold, silver or other
things. If Bishop Ermengaud had both a sense and a need for gold
and silver, his high pastoral office was bought. His uncle, Bishop
Salla of Urgel, had already agreed payment with Count Ermengaud
of Urgel a decade before his nephew's death and consecration - and
just a decade after his death, he was venerated as a saint and the feast
of St. Ermengaud was celebrated from xoqga onwards.

Since the i3. century, however, bishops, abbots and even
The clergy granted indulgences in large quantities, even forging them
frequently, as if on a conveyor belt, i.e. issuing them in the name of
previous popes in order to make certain churches more attractive. For
example, passports were forged in favor of the Cathedral of Aquileia,
in favor of the Abbey Church of St. Victor in Marseille, the Catholic
Church of St. Pierre de Blesle, the Church of St. Peter in Strasbourg,
the Church of St. Stephen in Besangon, the Cathedral in Pisa. The
Abbey of St. Emmeram in Regensburg, already known to us as a
particularly impudent forger (V 3o0off.), produced a whole series of
forged abbey documents.

Forged is an ablaSbulle from z8. December i i zz for Ca-
tanzaro, an ablative bull dated x3. February i two for the monastery
of St. Jean-du-Mont, an indulgence privilege dated x. May T133 for
the monastery of San Salvatore in Brescia, an indulgence for the
abbey of KonigSlutter around
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the same time. Indulgences were also forged for several churches in
Trier, for the monastery of Andechs, for the church of St. Augustine
in Orvieto, the church of St. Simplicianus in Milan, St. Mark's
church in Viterbo, St. Mark's church in Venice and other churches
in this city, the cathedral in Anagni, the cathedral in Vercelli, the
cathedral in Paderborn, the cathedral in Schwerin, etc. Such
forgeries for the financial benefit of churches happened hundreds of
times, and of course they were carried out by priests

However often the indulgence may have been granted in good
faith, it was "always" promised to the faithful "only if they gave a
mite for the monastery after repentant confession and receiving
communion” (Krausen). For like the high clergy, the lower clergy,
the monks naturally excluded the laity.

THE NI EDER C LERU S ALSO
NEEDED

Almost everything "spiritual™ became a business - as it still is today
- from births and weddings to deaths and funerals. Certainly, a cleric
did not have to earn money as a craftsman, as a clown, as a
barkeeper or usurer, as a gambling den or brothel operator, out of
greed or greed for profit, out of existential fear, did not have to rob
their own churches or rob travelers as robbers, not even sparing
messengers with mail for the pope. -They mingle,” complained a
contemporary ecclesiastical critic, "in the theater benches and in
the entourages of women; in public banquets and in the
dishonorable life with interest and shameful frauds, in love of money,
in women's trades and businesses." Many, Pope Honorius I11 (VII vz
y ff.) exclaimed, were more merchants than clerics.

But it was possible, and this is the only point here, to deal with
the spiritual, the "holy" itself, with the consecration of entire churches
and all the worship in and around them.
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Money could be withdrawn for many things, for entering the
clergy, the monastery, for selling anointing oil or hosts, for selling
one's voice at synods or in court. One could even refuse to attend
weddings, funerals or communion until the monetary costs, the
nervus rerum, had been paid in advance.

The sale of baptism was forbidden by the Synod of Elvira in the
early g. century. In the seventh century, the Synod of Mérida
threatened the sale of baptism with a three-month excommunication,
although a voluntary gift for baptism was already permitted. And in
the 8th century, even Archbishop Chrodegang of Metz, who came
from a family of -first Frankish nobility-, also -successor of
Boniface- {Oexle), the -supreme ... Bishop of the empire” (W.
Hartmann) - and holy to collect the confession money, already
called "confessiones”, from his canons,? -

Perhaps, however, there was more to be gained from another
activity of the priests, the reading of Mass, and not in terms of
spiritual, liturgical graces - that goes without saying, I think - but
simply financially. For even if the time was still distant - when high
mass and wholesale market - merged, as Karl Kraus mocks, -in the
unified concept of that 'mass' which meant the opportunity for
merchants and mystery swindlers -, an approach to this which
should not be underestimated was once created by what historical
research emphasizes as the "victory of the idea of the mass",
-Masses on feast days, Sundays and holidays, Christmas and Easter
masses, masses for stations (processions) and saints, monastery and
royal masses, baptism and baptismal masses, masses for the dead and
votive masses, masses against cattle plagues, drought and bad
authorities, for the peace, health and fertility of women, and once
daily masses (missae quotidianae) were found necessary, every day
finally had its own special mass" {by Schubert).

And his special salvation. For the clergy as well as for the
simple lay soul. For since God's temples were constantly
multiplying - in Munich, for example, the number of parish
churches grew from a round dozen by 800 to q 5 by qoo, toe4 =

X300 -, more
Naturally, the altars also increased. And with the altars
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the reasons for the masses. And so the clergy now read masses,
read them one after the other, read them in different places, on all
kinds of occasions of salvation and disaster, read them for the
healthy and the sick, the living and the dead, for bridal couples,
married couples, pilgrims, etc.'-.

However, like any business, the clerical business also brought
rivalry and competition. And so, throughout the late Middle Ages,
the parish priests in Strafiburg fought fiercely with the Benedictine
monks, the Dominicans and the Franciscans over parish rights, pastoral
care, Sunday services, the administration of the sacraments and
preaching. They still fought from the pulpits, especially over hearing
confessions, but also over burials, as the monks buried parishioners
who wished to do so in monastery cemeteries. The parish clergy
therefore demanded that the relatives of all those buried in a
monk's cemetery pay the
-Ulémum vale", allegedly io to 50 guilders. {Even the early Irish
church charged burial fees up to the value of a cow). Some priests
had the destitute buried without pity. On the other hand, large sums
were allegedly extorted even from the poor and their dead were not
buried before the demands were met. Finally, the Strafiburg
magistrate iz8S forbade the citizens to receive the sacraments in the
Dominican church; indeed, the next year the monks had to leave the
city at Pentecost because of -inheritance fraud. -The bitter war
lasted until the eve of the renewal of faith” {Pflegen).

It was no different in Italy. There, too, the most beautiful priestly
disputes often raged between monasteries and clerics, disputes over
churches, tithes, processions and oblations - for example, the secular
clergy of Badagio plundered the property of the monks of S. Vic- tor
in Milan; the monks of S. Ambrogio stole the offerings from the
canons of 5. Ambrogio and robbed the spiritual lordsj around the
middle of the g. century. Around the middle of the qg. century,
Bishop Helibert of Gomo, Archbishop Guido of Milan, the Bishop of
Bologna and others attacked and destroyed male and female
monasteries. In the second century, the abbey of Montecas- sino
fought against Bishop Landenulf of Lucera for land in Be-
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nevent; under Alexander Ill, the bishop and the canons of Fiesole
deprived the Passignano monastery of its possessions and rights in
Figline. One could go on like this almost endlessly.

Last but not least, people in the Pope's country were always
fighting over the income from deaths. The faithful had to vouch for
the burial place, had to guarantee as the buyer or tenant of a plot of
land that they would only allow residents to build new houses or be
buried here and there. Parish churches competed with monastery
churches for customers, and lawsuits were constantly being fought,
sometimes even turning into fisticuffs at funerals. In the High
Middle Ages, the clergy of the parish church of Poggibonsi
attacked the funeral procession of a woman who wanted to await
the Last Judgement with the monks of S. Michele; the priests
chased the monks away with stones;j in the end, the widower had to
drag the dead woman to S. Michele alone. In Figline, the clergy of
S. Segnore rushed a funeral procession, broke open the coffin and
took the body to their "Gotres house".

However, there were not only fights over corpses, but also over
those already buried. The abbot of Montescalari litigated with the
parish priest of Cintoja over bones, which he was finally allowed to
dig up and transfer to his monastery. The rector of Santa Maria No-
vella in Florence argued with the prior of San Paolo and insisted on
the return of the remains of three men and five women, whereupon
his opponent insisted on the restitution of other dead bodies.
However, even if achievements and wishes - at all levels - often
remained incomplete and unsatisfied, the mechanism of
exploitation itself was perfect.

This can hardly be said of the religious provision. The Kle- rus had
little interest in this, least of all the high - for the associated tasks were
not carried out themselves, only the fees were collected; poorly paid
vicars were supposed to do the work {Kolmer):

The popes were relentless in enforcing the Servitium with the
strictest ecclesiastical penalties. For example, ons . July z3z8, for
unfulfilled obligations, no fewer than 36 arch-
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bishops and bishops (including seven German ones) and 6 abbots
(including three German ones) with banishment, suspension and
interdict. Not even the death of the debtor could save the day - the
successor had to step in and pay the outstanding balance: Bishop
Ademar of Metz, in addition to his own servitude of 6000 guilders,
had to pay 8ooo guilders for his two predecessors, and died x36i
without having paid them; Bishop Friedrich von Hohenlohe (the
old warhorse so nobly immortalized in Bamberg Cathedral) still
owed the servitude debts of his four predecessors when he took
over the see .*j44

more than twice its own debit."-

The situation was similar with regard to the awarding of higher and
lower benefices at the Curia. Alberr Hauck knows of hardly any
documents that made more serious accusations against the
ecclesiastical administration than the so-called Suppliken. -They
provide striking proof that factual considerations were not taken into
account in the awarding of ecclesiastical posts at the papal court."
John XXII was paid around 3000 appointments (benefits) in his
first year in office alone.

The popes simply confiscated the assets of clerics who left no
will (ius spolii, ius exuviarurn). For example, they took the estates of
Bishop Gerard of Basel, Archbishop Frederick of Riga, Archbishop
William of Gen- nep, Cologne, Archbishop Ortolph of Weisseneck,
Salzburg, etc. Finally, Urban V (S, i 3g ff.) reserved for himself the
succession of all bishops, abbots, deans, provosts and rectors. This
right of spolia or reversion, also known as the "right of repose"”,
reached its zenith at the time of the Avignon papacy.

Related t o the 5ervitia were the annuities, the annual income of an
office. Originally gifts from a new benefice holder to the bishop,
usually the first year's income (fructus primi anni, annalia), they
were then claimed by the pope and also allocated to him, from thee4
century onwards from all benefices.
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It was no coincidence that during the exile from Avignon there was
a sharp increase in annates, which at that time vyielded an
extraordinarily high income {Grisar}, as well as an intensification of
curial tax policy in the West in general.

The Holy Fathers naturally attached the greatest importance to
the collection of their spoils. From the beginning of the 3rd
century, they sent or authorized special couriers, collectors, who
contacted the Apostolic Chamber fS. zz ff.). They had to record and
assess the various objects everywhere and skim off the more or less
abundant sources. Since they visited many countries, were also
diplomatically active, in short -sniffed into all circumstances-
(Grupp), it is quite conceivable that the nunciatures developed from
their area of business, which also dealt with "all circumstances"”,
not least always with money.

At the head of the "nuntii et collectores”, from which their
meaning is clear, was usually an archbishop or bishop as general
collector, who was assisted by collectors, usually also bishops, and
then sub-collectors, mainly the actual collectors but almost always
also clerics in higher ranks, sometimes assisted by even more
subordinate commissioners. The money collected was sealed in sacks
and chests in the sacristies of churches and monasteries, and the
fishing expeditions of Christ's disciples, who usually traveled with
expensive, large entourages and escorts, were rewarded
accordingly. We know of one collector that Pope John XXII
granted him three gold florins a day as a salary, another received a
year's income from a vacant benefice, another recommended himself to
the favorable consideration of his master - and became bishop of
Miunster.

Collecting the money was anything but problem-free and there
were complaints after complaints. Benefice holders did not provide
any information about the income from their posts. Other benefices
and entire churches refused to pay the taxes; -on other occasions,
the secular lord of the place seized the income and
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the collector did not dare to take action against him; sometimes it was
wars and feuds, sometimes unfavorable weather, which had partly
destroyed the income ... If the holder of a taxable benefice could
not pay immediately, or if he was not immediately obliged to do so
because of a lawsuit for its possession, a payment obligation (obliga-
tio) was recorded by notarial act, and he had to provide a sufficient
guarantee (Kirsch).

Not only did people not like to pay to collect, they also
swindled. And isn't one swindle worth another? In a collection from
the diocese of Wirzburg - delivered by weight - there were almost a
modest ry pounds of counterfeit money among 5¢o pounds of
Heller.

Resistance to the treasurers was frequent, and not least some
bishops resisted. Censures, punishments, trials, excommunications and
interdicts were then used. It was no wonder that the papal bailiffs
always traveled under heavy cover. Nevertheless, several were
attacked, plundered, others held captive, or even the messengers and
representatives of the collectors were beaten up, robbed, threatened
with drowning, occasionally they traveled through the country in
disguise or disappeared altogether.

In some places, renitence was general.

Around the middle of the 4th century, a collector in the Trier
church province resigned his office out of fear of death. A second
had his hand cut off, a third was hanged, in 1368 a collector in
Miinsterland was also killed, a canon of Dilmen, a year earlier in
Franconia the general collector Bertrand de Macello and his
assistants were imprisoned, in Wirzburg two messengers of the papal
collector Johannes Guilaberti were seized in the cathedral and
liquidated in the Main. Two of John XXII's main collectors had
already been attacked on the Rhine and completely robbed. Above
all, it was the "persistent and ruthless demand for money" (Handbuch
der Kirchenge-

Let's skip over the other rules of curial money-grubbing, such as
administrative fees, chancery fees, bull taxes (obventio-
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nes or emolurnentum bullae}, letters of grace, visitation fees, trial
fees, intercalary fruits {fructus mcdii), reservations, expectorations,
the often so questionable entitlements to vacant benefices,
furthermore interest, recognition interest, subsidies, dispensations from
irregularities, such as close kinship, illegitimate birth, fines; fines,
forging and bribery fees, all conceivable special levies - "anyone
who did not pay was quickly ex-communicated" {Kolmer).
Instead, let us at least turn our attention to the Kreutzug-

tithes, which were particularly common in the ig. Century were
frequent.

As is well known, crusade tithes were not only used to finance
the wars against the Saracens, but also against Christians, for
example against the Hohenstaufen or to reconquer the Papal States.
Often they were completely misappropriated to suit the taste of the
popes, such as the one under Gregory X, a zealous crusader {VII
349 ), decided on a six-year crusade tithe. The crusade
never materialized, but the pope awarded part of the money to
Philip of France - just as the French kings received most of these
tithes, and without having to account for their consumption if there
was no crossing - and he granted Rudolf of Habsburg a few marks
of it for his journey to Rome (V11349 flg.

Popes John XXI and Nicholas 111 acted accordingly.
tion. Martin 1V invested crusade funds in his battle for Sicily and the
conquest of Aragon. In the conflict with England, Clement VI
granted France not only loans, tithes and subsidies, but also crusade
funds - in very high amounts in each case (Handbuch der
Kirchengeschichte). The covetous princes were also involved in
crusade taxes, whereupon they of course (ab bove majori ...) followed
the bad example of the Curia and used these funds for other
purposes, regardless of their crusade promises™ {Seppelt). Finally,
Boniface VIII had already demanded a tithe simply for the needs of
the Roman Church. Clement V demanded a six-year crusade tithe,
and although nothing came of the crusade, John XXII wrote out new
crusade tithes. But when no more crusades took place
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dekamen, tithes were collected for the fight against the Turks and
for other needs.

» UBS ERE VO RGAN G ER VERSTAX DxX Xs
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The enormous treasure accumulated by Clement's predecessor,
John XXII (I< 476 ff.), was used up in just a few years. And this
despite the fact that the pope reduced expenditure by reorganizing
the apparatus, expanding curial fiscalism (with additional

This was due in particular to the enormous increase in the system of
commissions and extracts, reservations, papal appointments
associated with payments, against which the reform cilia of the i
yth century turned. Century turn against. The archiepiscopal sees
in Germany alone were filled six and three times during the exile
on the Rhone, including the diocese of Bamberg ten times;

X304 His new bishop still had stands for four predecessors

to be paid.

Clement's chamber, the highest papal financial authority,
honorably named -camera apostolica- - although the apostles were
supposed to preach the gospel for free, -no gold, no silver, no
copper money - (Mt. z o, xo; Mk. 6,8; Lk. q,3:« .4J. lang ist'S her -,
Clement's chamber Passed already at his inauguration the
benefits settled or otherwise reserved at the Curia to two
years, and Clemens repeated this regularly.

In England - nowhere, says Ranke, had the popes "had greater
influence, dealt more arbitrarily with the benefices" - the practice of this
confiscation of money already led toi43  -t2f outrage. Alone
the sums for the acquisition of vacant benefices, the
Parliament on the Thames, exceeded the King's income by

five times as much! In response to reproaches, Clemens explained:
"Predecessors
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nostri nesciverunt esse papa - (Our predecessors did not know how
to be pope). Well roared, lion.'-

Like so many popes, he constantly condemned things that he
himself did - both in terms of sex and financially. i 3 9 He expressed
deep disgust to Bishop Arnest of Prague at the many minors in his
diocese who had been given church benefits by force or money.
Only a short time before, however, the same pope in France had
granted five children from the same family - eleven, ten, nine, eight
and seven years old - permission to take over canonries and other
benefices. However, as he had evidently been financially ignored in
Bohemia, he now ordered Bishop Arnest to dismiss the minors, to
swing them, to come to an agreement with the papal chamber
regarding all income and, after they had been sufficiently
exempted, to reinstate them in their offices.*®

Of course, there were other methods of acquisition.

In remembrance of the great blessing of the fInftO 1 300 vOfl OflIfAZ
VII1, whereby the priests collected the money day and night with
rakes (V11 3s7). Clement now also allowed such a special year.
only ever take off at the turn of the century, but as early as ann -7-
january x34 3 the Pope proclaimed in the bull "Unigenitus - for x 380

anew
-Jubilee" with rich indulgences with reference to Moses.

And yet Rome did not even catch the pilgrims; no wonder. Instead

of two million people in pagan times, it was now inhabited by -7 0Oo,
at most zo 0oo. The streets were devastated, the palaces ruined,
everywhere spires of civil war.
even in St. Peter's the sheep grazed. Petrarch, who saw it again - for the
fifth time - in the fall of Z3 jO, describes how the city, ruined,
impoverished, after a thousand years of papal rule, still only a place of
bet- historical rubble, looked in the -jubilee year'-.
-The houses fall down, the walls fall, the temples fall, the
sanctuaries fall, the laws are trampled underfoot. The Lateran lies
on the ground, and the mother of all churches is open to the wind
and the rain without a roof. The holy tombs of the apostles Peter
and Paul are shaking, and what the temple of the
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apostle, is a shapeless heap of rubble, even stony
Moving the heart to compassion.”

But all this did as little harm to the festive pomp as the plague
{VIl g35 f.), which rather made the church, like every human
misfortune, even richer, since quite a few of those infected left behind
their possessions and goods for fear of hell. Thus St. Ger- main
I'Auxerrois in Paris, Ra£JI7 made inheritances in the previous
years.

the eight years, now49 rbschaften in nine months alone. And
In the fall of ij4 , Siena suspended its donations to ecclesiastical

organizations for two years because they had become so
immensely rich and truly fat through bequests.

In Libeck, the Christians i3s7 laid down their treasures on the
altar ruins. They also threw their money over the wall to the
fearfully enclosing religions. In Augsburg in the i g. Century so
much for altars, bells, masses that the Senate had to intervene in
favor of the rightful heirs. According to Jakob Twinger von
Konigshofen, the ecclesiastical chronicler of Strasbourg, the
churches there became so rich that the old churches were
demolished and new churches were built."

Incidentally, the clergy at that time and still in the i8th century
when the plague was rampant in Marseille. In the 17th century,
when the plague was rampant in Marseille, the clergy naturally
passed it off as a divine punishment, as a result of the utmost
annoyance caused by theater, opera, luxury clothing, and the
beaked shoes that had become en vogue, especially in France
{called cranes in Germany).

God's deputy, however, comforted the dying followers with
participation, forgave far-reaching indulgences and, in particular,
granted -complete remission of their sins- to those who had fallen
into the grass on the journey to the Roman jubilee celebration in 350,
even commanding the angels to carry -their souls immediately to
paradise ... - And this in days when people joked: God does not want
the sinner to die, but to live and pay ...

Nevertheless, Holiness herself did not hurry to Rome, despite all the
treasures of grace on offer there. Nor did she show her face
anywhere along the way, apparently not at all keen on the flight of



angels and the delights of paradise. Not even in the county of
Venaissin, otherwise
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The savage huntsman was not even sighted in Avignon: thousands
of houses were now boarded up, four hundred dead, it is said, every
day. Nine cardinals also died, including Petrarch's powerful patron
Giovanni Colonna

died; his lover Laura also died on the morning of April 6, i 3d 8 - if, as
Bocaccio doubts, she ever lived. However, the Inquisition did not rest
even at the time of the Black Death. In the year of the plague 134

not far from Avignon, the arch-

Bishop of Embrun, de Sarrats, twelve Waldensians before the
cathedral.

drale.

But Clement VI, while the plague ravaged the papal city for
seven months, sat in a spesial chamber, a kind of high-priestly
isolation ward, hermetically shielded from all the world, fortified
by great fires all around, protected by a miraculous emerald: held
towards noon, it weakened the power of the poison, held towards
morning, the danger of infection - Lord, what wonderful trust in God!

Meanwhile, the new streams of salvation and money continued
to flow, encouraged just in time by Clement's doctrine of the “infinitus
thesau- rus ecclesie - {-34*), . And mufite one first
to Rome to the Basilicas of the Princes of the Apostles to see all the
the Holy Father now graciously allowed the inhabitants of
Mallorca to win the Jubilee indulgence at home - against payment of
30 000 guilders to him.

The matter set a precedent.

The next merciful year no longer took place after fifty, but after
forty years under Boniface 1X, who needed a lot of money, not
least for his wars. Then the in
The intervals were even shorter, 33 years and, seir Paul 1*47 , all
z5 years. Finally, competing pilgrimage centers (Montma- jour,
Lyon, Canterbury, Santiago de Compostela) also offered holy years.
And in general, forged abla8ons, at times Roman churches, were
soon springing up all over the place (VI 397)-"*
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Clemens VI, already an intimate of the French king as Benedictine
monk Pierre Roger - "Grande amico e protettapre del re Filippo"
(Villani) - and at the same time tutor of the Bohemian Prince
Charles, the future emperor, had also long been a staunch
opponent of Louis IV of Bavaria.

In particular, however, the pope bitterly fought against his literary
com- petitors, especially Marsilius of Padua, the former rector of the
University of Paris, the Athens of Europe, with more than five
hundred lecturers at the time. Less than a year after he took office,
Clemens wrote in a speech on io. April - 343:

-We dare to say that we have never seen a worse

Marsilius, who in his -Deferisor Pacis- fought for the sovereignty
of the state (V11

¢qg3 f.), accused the popes of being instigators of godless wars, in
which the faithful die with -hate and malice in their hearts-. - |
want to expose the lies of these bishops,” he cried. -Do you not see
the unholy rape that all the Rthymian bishops are practicing with their
shadows of clergymen and cardinals, who have only one goal, to sow
the lies of their magic books?"

Thus Clemens resumed the fight of his predecessor] anns XXII.
against the Bavarian 1 4 7)), a lifelong religious prince whom he had
cursed every Sunday in the churches. He continued to deal with him,
but only for the sake of time.
and demanded his renunciation of the imperial dignity within three
months in the bull "Prolixa retro" on April i3 g3. And after rueful
sham negotiations with the Wittelsbach, who had accommodated
and submitted to him - he "revoked everything he had previously
decreed as emperor" (WetzerfWelte), but was not prepared to
diminish the rights of the empire - he struck the final blow against
him on Green Thursday -i46.

He now condemned Ludwig once and for all, calling him a "heretic",
-Antichrist”, solemnly declared him excommunicated, deposed,
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declared him to be without honor or rights, and his sons and
grandchildren to be incapable of holding any ecclesiastical or
secular office. And since Clemens had long intended his former
pupil and childhood friend Charles as the new ruler, who had also
made him promise after promise in Avignon - more than any of his
predecessors, since Charles had affirmed the papal right of
confirmation in particular and had also sworn to guarantee the status of
the Papal States - the Pope now demanded his election from the
electors, which also took place on

- J ") *34 at Rhens with a majority of five votes. However, with
his new opposing king and his not great chances for the time being,
Clemens started a new civil war in Kant, which was only prevented
by Louis IV's sudden death {V1I 500 f.). -

And five years later, the Pope also died.

Shortly before, he had spoken to his prelates once again when
they urged him to dissolve the Berrelords. And if he did, he said, "what
can you preach to the people? Humility? You are pride itself, puffed
up, pompous, wasteful. Poverty? You are so greedy that all the riches
in the world could not satisfy you. Chastity? Let us be silent about
that, for God knows what each of you does and how many of you
satisfy your lust.

Gewifi, an eloguent pontiff. But how do you think the moral
tongues of someone who was so adept at all the things he did to his
clergy, who was himself lavish, himself greedy, himself lustful as only a
horny bull can be?

And in the same way, his support for the people who had been killed

by the
Jews slaughtered especially far from Christians (V11 q 38 ff.!).

In the year i34 he took their side in several decrees, which
honored him (cf.< 44 ff.!1), he had forbidden their forced baptism,
their robbery and killing without trial, also disapproved of the
massacres as -terrible things- and condemned the abomination-
fairy tale about sic -no plausibility at all. What good did it do!
Christians of far greater renown had been stirring up Jewish
hysteria since antiquity. And should we listen to this shepherd of all
people? As early as January ‘349, the entire Jewish community of

Ba-
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The entire Jewish community of Strafibufg (< 437!) was burned
alive in February, the Jews of Antwerp and Brussels were
exterminated in the same year, etc.--.

Clemens VI. died after a short illness in December Z) 5z and
was buried in La Chaise-Dien {a name truly fitting for him). He
also rested, in accordance with his lifestyle, at4< Mar-
and thus, albeit secluded, but exclusive, the
eternal rest until i y6z. Then the Huguenots demolished all the
splendor and burned Clemens' last remains.
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