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INTRODUCTION

The Germans, who still remembered the long series of victorious wars of the 19th
century, believed that the Great War would also end in glorious victory.

The possibility of defeat was not even imagined. The collapse of the Empire had
therefore fallen like a sledgehammer between head and neck on the German public.
Also because of the communist revolutions that had broken out in Germany, deep
sorrow had been followed by strong resentment. And it is logical that there was
widespread suspicion in public opinion that the war, while it had been won on the
military front, had instead been lost on the home front because of treachery and
defeatism. This was certainly one of the factors that led to a sharpening of strongly
patriotic sentiments and thus fostered the rise of nationalist movements and the
subsequent rise of National Socialism. After the Treaty of Versailles, experienced by
the Germans as a shameful diktat imposed on them, the movement at the head of
which Hitler had placed himself lived and grew for about a dozen years in
opposition.

Too often we forget that National Socialism ruled Germany for only a little over
thirteen years, seven of which were in a war of hitherto unimaginable proportions.
With this not insignificant detail in mind, one will be able to imagine how high the
level of activity was, with continuous and constant effort carried on with extreme
determination.

The concept of a new millennial Reich was born, destined to become a symbol o f
power throughout the world.

It is sometimes mistakenly believed, in our opinion, that this was just a political
slogan, but we think, instead, that it was the logical corollary of an already well-
defined Weltanschauung.

Since time immemorial, it is well known, cultural and scientific circles, economic
groups, associations such as Freemasonry and initiatory societies have had a
biunivocal relationship with politics, in the sense that they influenced it and were
influenced by it. The cultural influence resulting from the cosmovision of the party
and its leaders inevitably led to the 'absorption of their energies or their
annihilation.

The National Socialist Weltanschauung saw as its primary goal the restoration of
the Indo-Aryan race, which was to recover its purity in both blood and culture.
Thus a "regime culture" was born, albeit in different facets.

In fact, anyone who wants to look at that period is faced with a strange dichotomy:
on the one hand, fanciful and sometimes esoteric-looking concepts and beliefs, and
on the 'other, highly advanced technological development.

It is often asserted that Himmler believed in reincarnation and believed himself to be
that of Emperor Henry the Slayer, but this version does not convince us at all, being
affected by over-simplification. Instead, we believe that he, according to more
traditional Eastern doctrines, believed in the fact that the same spirit, of non-human
essence, incarnated in different places and times in different individuals. To putitin
a very simple form, we have to express with similes concepts that are otherwise
difficult to clarify: somehow human beings can be the shadow of higher entities,
which enter into them. This is a concept that Tibetan lamas had expressed in their
time, shortly after the October Revolution and during the Russian civil wars between
Red and White armies, at the



Baltic baron Roman Fiodorovic Ungern von Sternberg, who had established his own
personal domain in Mongolia, first raising the flag with the swastika, a sacred
symbol for Buddhists. Known at the time as the "Emperor of Mongolia," he was
born in Estonia in 1886 to a family of ancient Baltic nobility of Hungarian origin,
according to documentation dating back to 1232. He attended cadet school in St.
Petersburg, from which he went on to first a Cossack cavalry regiment and then a
Mongolian cavalry regiment. During World War | he fought in Galicia and was
wounded four times, being awarded Russia's highest honors. The October
Revolution saw him siding with the Whites with his steppe cavalry. He liberated
Urga, the capital of Mongolia, from Bolshevik occupation troops, and the Living
Buddha named him "Lord of Mongolia." According to the monks, the baron would
have been the incarnation of the god of war, the same one who had incarnated in
Genghis Khan. He apparently wanted to establish a theocratic government over all
of Mongolia. He was foretold that he would win until the god abandoned him, and
then he would be defeated and killed. Indeed, when the divine spirit left him, he was
betrayed, overcome, captured, and, after a summary trial, shot in 1921 by
revolutionary troops in Novosibirsk, just as he was foretold. Before he died, he
swallowed the cross of St. George, a decoration he did not want to end up in the
hands of the Bolsheviks. He was mentioned by Ferdinand Ossendowski in his 1924
book Beasts, Men, Gods. We had occasion around 1990 to meet a Baltic baron, a
descendant of the von Sternberg family, who informed us that the government
palace in Tallinn, the capital of Estonia, had been their family residence.

Various were the facets and directions followed by Nazism to express its strength,
come to power and maintain it: there were philosophers like Rosenberg and
hierarchs like Himmler, former military men like Goering and brilliant graduates like
Goebbels.

This was not only a social revolution, but also a cultural revolution. It changed the
pattern of society, a new culture was elaborated, almost a new religion of the Volk.
Within the National Socialist sphere, the Ahnenerbe undoubtedly had primacy, both
in terms of the amount of research and its extreme variety and differentiation, over
the other two cultural components of National Socialism: the Cultural Section of the
National Socialist Party, in the hands of Alfred Rosenberg, and the Propaganda
Ministerium headed by Joseph Goebbels. It is certain that these two components
had a high visibility within the whole system, but rather at the popular and
intermediate level, while the Ahnenerbe moved in a narrower sphere, with an
enormous depth of field and a pronounced historical and proto-historical outlook. It
should still be mentioned that the Ahnenerbe also functioned as a true esoteric
Order, and therefore had not the slightest interest in appearing at the level of mass
communication. This was not the case during the National Socialist government in
Germany, let alone after World War Il, when studies and research continued, albeit
in a fragmentary and absolutely covert form. A little, absit iniuria verbo, like
Christians in the catacombs.

In this scheme it must be absolutely borne in mind that in the cultural sphere the
official policy of the Reich was that of Gleichschaltung, that is, of 'unitariness, as
opposed to the system, considered decadent and unsuitable, of the



specialized fragmentation. Thus there was much emphasis on synthesis, as
opposed to an official science, as it was conceived in the West, which was too
devoted to analysis and therefore judged to be dispersive. It was the medieval
concept of the trivium and quadrivium, of the close connection between all the
sciences, in complete disagreement with what was instead considered in academic
circles. Synthesis on the one hand, analysis on the other.

Yet science in that period made remarkable progress, one need only recall the
research of the time on cancer, organic chemistry, jet engines, V1 and V2, the
studies that led to the first atomic experiments, very recently made public, and
many more, of which we may have lost track. Just a few facts: the U.S. alone seized
thousands of tons of documentation to study one million German inventions
(unequivocal source: Office of Technical Services), and a new German-English
dictionary with 40,000 new technical and scientific expressions had to be published
(Harper's Magazine, October 1946). Even the triggers for the Hiroshima and
Nagasaki bombs were products of German science.

Occultists and various people with esoteric interests also appeared in the German
cosmovision, such as Lanz Von Liebenfels, Von Sebottendorf, Karl Maria Wiligut
and others.

The Thule Gesellschaft is perhaps the group most talked and written about (not
always faithfully), but other groups in line with the official view also existed, such as
the Schwarze Sonne (Black Sun), within the SS.

For the Ahnenerbe a different matter must be made: although people interested in
esoteric topics (primarily Himmler) participated in it, its most conspicuous direction
was rather the scientific one, understood as necessary to penetrate universities and
innovate culture. His was a multidisciplinary approach, a real innovation for the
time.

As for the Schwarze Sonne, on the other hand, it was more related to ancient pre-
Christian Germanic cults, with rituals performed in the Wewelsburg Castle, some
fifty kilometers from the Externsteine, which was to become the center of SS
government, a kind of sacred temple of National Socialism for the next thousand
years. According to the deposition of Walter Schellenberg, SS-Brigadefuhrer, at the
Nuremberg trial, in the Gruppenfihrersaal of the castle, the leading SS dignitaries
would gather for meditation exercises. In the center of the hall below, a swastika
was depicted on the floor in the middle of a circle; around it were twelve stone
columns. On the walls were depicted shields with the heraldic crests of senior SS
officers and runic symbols. All this has now disappeared, in a modern re-enactment
of damnatio memoriae.

Thus the esoteric and exoteric sides were thickly intertwined, searching for lost
sciences, alternative medicine, higher ideals, forgotten places of worship, all for the
purpose of increasing the Reich's strength and power, even spiritual power.

As mentioned above, the Ahnenerbe had, at least officially, a more scientific
orientation: it organized expeditions, archaeological research, anthropological
investigations, genetic experiments. Having recruited many scholars in a wide
variety of disciplines, it searched Europe as well as the Middle East, Iceland as well
as Latin America, Antarctica as well as Central Asia, for elements that could
corroborate the theory of the existence of a primitive ancient Aryan race, from which
the Indo-Germanic populations would have descended. The purpose was to
reconstitute an ethnic stock, which was now seen to be partially corrupted, in order
to shape a new society.



Many times the idea that Nazism should be regarded almost as a new religion has
not been taken seriously, or there has been a shift to the opposite attitude of
wanting to regard it as a secret, demonic initiatory sect dedicated to world
conquest.

Yet Hitler had already stated that those who saw National Socialism as only a
political movement were missing the point.

The SS had their own internal structure similar to that of the Jesuit Order, at which
the young Himmler had studied, while from the outside they were seen as a military
organization operating, however, in other areas as well, not excluding the cultural
sector.

The first reports of a certain aura of mystery around Nazism go back many years,
when "Le matin de magiciens" by Louis Pauwels and Jacques Bergier appeared.
Among the many insights concerning the emergence of the mystery dimension in
the first half of the last century, they mentioned, without going into much detail, the
Ahnenerbe and the Thule Gesellschaft as the cultural, ideological and almost
mystical background of Nazism.

For our part, we will say right away that the work of the two Frenchmen certainly
had the merit of throwing a stone in the pond and raising the curtain on many
hitherto hidden and despised realities, but it had the wrong of excessively
highlighting overly questionable mystical aspects, often only hypothesized and
almost always presented in the most distorted form, perhaps with intentions more
of marketing than of real insight.

According to a report in their book, whose source was historian André Brissaud, on
April 25, 1945, a group of Russian soldiers had entered Berlin and were advancing
cautiously, eliminating pockets of German resistance one by one and raking up
block after block to avoid ambushes; at one point they found, on the ground floor of
a building now reduced to rubble, the lying bodies of six men, with a seventh body
in the center. All were wearing German uniforms, and the dead man in the center
was wearing a pair of bright green gloves. The corpses did not look like Germans,
however, but like Orientals. One of the Russians, originally from Mongolia, identified
them as Tibetans. They did not appear to have died in combat, but rather committed
suicide. In the following weeks hundreds more dead Tibetans would be found in the
rubble of the city, some dead in combat, some suicidal. We have not found much
data on this fact, so we do not know whether to classify it as fact or urban legend.

In fact, if the irruption of the occult into the highly rationalized (but not as rational)
world inherited from the nineteenth-century conception of infinite and indefinite
progress has opened up new scenarios, it has come to an overzealousness in
wanting to present everything under an occult, esoteric, diabolical profile, as if it
were impossible to make contact with reality without the mediation of a mystery
dimension and satanic interpretation.

Around Nazism, its genesis and development, as well as its eventual survival after
World War 1l, too many versions have arisen, too often fanciful, enriching the
public's imagination and the authors' wallets. In the end it proves difficult to
differentiate truths from legends, facts from suppositions, not least because too
many times luciferian and especially demonic interpretations have been resorted to.
It is obvious to anyone that it is easier to sell a book in which history is mixed with
legend, because fantasy is the spice of reading; not to mention film and television,
which can exploit flights of fancy with effects



specials and artfully created images. With the sad result that many people believe
that movies, Hollywood or otherwise, are the faithful representation, so to speak the
photograph, of past reality.

Sed ignorantia non excusat.

We recognize with absolute sincerity that it is indeed very difficult to discern reality
in a world in which propaganda, which has been present for centuries, indeed
millennia, has itself become an omnipresent and omnipotent reality. If as far back as
1274 b.e.v. Pharaoh Rameses Il declared himself the absolute victor of the Battle of
Kadesh, as evidenced by the official account deposited in the royal archives, while
instead the peace treaty with the Hittites showed that he had had to yield to their
claims, we must recognize that in our day and age the distortions of reality are
increasingly pronounced and it is becoming more and more difficult to find primary
sources worthy of belief.

First, we would like to clarify some salient features of the period under
consideration. Himmler had read with great interest the ancient Hindu texts and was
deeply impressed by them. It is worth mentioning that although usually presented
as a former chicken farmer, he was instead a person with a good cultural
background, having graduated after World War | from the University of Munich. And
it must be acknowledged that the degrees of yesteryear were the result of perhaps
somewhat more in-depth studies than today.

The first half of the twentieth century was marked by, among other things, the
rediscovery in the previous century of India, its traditions and sacred texts. Among
the traditional Hindu writings, generically referred to as the Vedas, we find the
Puranas, which are intended to be an account of the birth and development of
humankind, set in a cyclical framework (Vico was not the first) of millions of years,
the unit of which is the so-called "Brahma Day," lasting 4.3 billion human years,
followed by a night of equal duration. During the day, life manifests, while at night it
disappears. According to Hindus, we are currently in the middle of a Brahma day, so
human life should have existed for about 2 billion years. It is curious that the Vedas
tell us about ape men, who would have coexisted with humans proper. It would
indeed seem to be an ante litteram anticipation of the conceptions of modern
science, which sees Cro-Magnons and Neanderthals living together for some time. It
should be noted, however, that there i s a significant difference in outlook from
Darwinian theories, which also point to the beginning of life on earth some 2 billion
years ago. According to the Vedas there is involution, not evolution.

Though Darwin's ideas are still dominant, there is no shortage of notable critical
positions even nowadays, beyond mere creationism of biblical memory. Indeed, the
story of the birth of man is far from clear. It happens that even in our days, as
always, the scientific world is highly conservative and closed: internally, no one
deviates from what is established with an almost religious dogmaticity; externally,
any dissenting opinion is automatically branded as absurd, an actualized version of
the religious concept of heresy.

Although books contrary to dominant theories are no longer set on fire and their
authors do not risk burning at the stake, the attitude is one of ostracism and moral
lynching. All data, discoveries, findings that cannot be fitted into the scheme
preemptively accepted by the ecclesia of academics, are automatically (with a
wealth of more or less para-logical explanations) discarded, or, in cases where the
evidence of facts cannot be denied, shelved in some forgotten drawer to avoid
uncomfortable confrontation. Let us clarify the



our position: we are not against academics; there are many scholars and professors
who earnestly seek the truth, but unfortunately they encounter ostracism from the
academic caste, which hardly and very slowly deviates from the established
orthodoxy. Recall what happened to Galileo or Jenner.

We are not exaggerating; some realities have been and are still effectively hidden in
dusty drawers. The path of knowledge is long and winding, theories of yesteryear
have become nonsense. Take, for example, some ancient medical books: only a few
centuries ago it was claimed that malarial fevers resulted from the miasmas of
swamps, or that the bubonic plague was the result of some nefarious infection of
unknown and malevolent anointers. And this was the science of the time.

Around 1950 many doctors claimed-unlike today's assertions-that smoking
cigarettes was healthy and even medicinal. It follows from facts such as these that
many people have, perhaps not without some reason, strong doubts about the
therapeutic capabilities of medicine and the permanence of the value of knowledge.
But in addition to the wisdom of yesterday, which turns out to be ignorance today,
in a continuous alleged becoming of development, born of the myth of progress of
nineteenth-century memory, there is also a kind of conspiracy of silence.

For example, how many people know that there were so-called "cult objects" stored
in the Baghdad museum that actually served the function of electric batteries?

How many people know that in a museum in Lima there are mummies of individuals
two meters tall, with blond hair and braids like Vikings, and moreover dating back to
pre-Columbian times ?

How many people know that the Romans had come as far as present-day Vietnam,
which they called Chersoneso Aureo, and that the remains of a Roman port were
found there?

How many people know that there is a fossilized human finger in the Creation
Evidence Museum in Glenrose, Texas, found in a 100-million-year-old Cretaceous
deposit ?

How many people know that the fossil footprint of a trilobite-crushing shoe, at least
three hundred million years old, has been found in Utah ?

And to find ourselves closer to our own times, how many people know that during
World War | soldiers were drugged with amphetamines before combat to keep them
alert and alert? Logically, when we read on some account of colonial wars that
natives were sent by their leaders to fight drugged, we qualify them as ignorant and
brutal savages.

Even now, living in what we might call an information age, the risks of losing the
thread of knowledge are enormous. Censorship has changed, its modes of
enforcement are different, but no less captious. At one time, books were few and it
was easy to hoard them and burn them or put them on the index. Now censorship
works in a more subtle way: there are so many books, it is practically impossible to
be privy to all publications, often printed by small publishing houses with no
possibility of adequate dissemination of their books, which thus remain in the
hands of narrow circles of interested parties, who are unable to interact with the
official academic world, the only authorized holder of the keys to culture and
knowledge.

But there is also another form of implicit defense of the status quo: books are
constantly coming out, due to authors perhaps in good faith, perhaps only
interested in sensationalism harbinger of substantial revenues, who, using some
controversial or at least unclear data, exploit a strand that we might call science
fiction or even fantatheism. Thus we have a flood of texts on



improbable Atlanteans, about the pyramids and their healing abilities, about gods
who arrived on earth from distant galaxies aboard flying saucers, about various
tribes of little green men with antennae, and you name it...

We are not exaggerating; to make sure of this, you only need to pop into any
bookstore.

All data and information that is somehow inconvenient, either because it does not fit
into the schematismus latens of the official culture or because it is politically
incorrect (recall what Julien Benda already stated in his "La trahison des clercs"
back in 1927) is disdainfully rejected or surreptitiously concealed.

Back in 1979, Mary Leakey found several footprints, closely resembling those of
human feet, in Laetoli, Tanzania, that were 3,700,000 years old. But according to
current science, no humans could have existed at that time. To more or less solve
the arduous dilemma, it was deduced that a species of ape-man, called
Australopithecus, with feet similar to ours had existed in Africa at the time. A
perhaps not too elegant, but certainly practical ploy to solve a problem that was
actually insoluble. An almost complete skeleton of Australopithecus, also dating
back 3,700,000 years ago, was found in 1998 in South Africa, and its feet, absolutely
ape-like, were completely different from those of homo sapiens. And where do we
put the principle of non-contradiction? If at that time both beings with feet similar to
ours and beings with extremities instead similar to those of apes were circulating,
how could the question be resolved? One attempt at an explanation was that the
footprints were left by twisting the feet in some way: extremely unconvincing. It
would have been the same to assert that the footprints were those of a crippled
monkey. But the fact could have only one plausible explanation: even then, monkeys
and humans lived at the same time, genetically very close to each other. But this
official science does not admit, does not enter into the schemes: so radio silence
across the board.

Here is another shining example, which we found in "Forbidden Archaelogy": during
the California Gold Rush in the late 1800s, miners found at Table Mountain many
human skeletons, not unlike our own, in rock strata dating back to the Eocene,
about 50 million years ago. This was absurd to academic science, so it was never
discussed again, although an American geologist,

J.D. Whitney, published through Harvard University, a copiously documented book.
Currently, the artifacts are preserved in the California Museum of Natural History in
Berkeley. However, they are no longer talked about. Instead of doing research to
understand, it is kept silent, in our opinion maliciously.

We still add that in Mexico (Hueyatlaco) some archaeologists have found
arrowheads and spearheads, therefore obvious human artifacts. According to
geologists, they dated to about 300,000 years ago. Graduate archaeologists

insisted: it was impossible! The artifact was there, though. So the date was moved,
arbitrarily, to 20,000 years ago, thanks to a shell found 5 kilometers away! Only one
archaeologist, Dr. Virginia Steen-MclIntyre, argued that the antiquity of the finds was
300,000 years, resulting in losing her university professorship and becoming a
pariah in the U.S. scientific environment.

And skeletons in strata dating back 5 million years have also been found in addition
to - hear, hear - weapons and stone tools in strata dating back 30 million years. They
are in Brussels, in the Royal Museum of Natural Sciences, in the Rutot collection. As
it happens, though, they are not visible to the public. Metal spheres up to 2
centimeters in diameter bearing strange parallel grooves have been found in the
Transvaal: there is no natural explanation for their origin, and they were found at a
site having the respectable geological age of 2 billion years.
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We believe that when confronted with unexplained facts, it is more honest to admit
that there is no explanation, rather than to want to write them off (a scientific form of
the ostrich attitude) in order to keep an old theory standing that is unanimously
accepted for convenience and conformity.

Still, it must be acknowledged that after all, certain findings seem to give more
credence to the Vedas than to our laurel-crowned scientists.

We made this digression to make it clear that all too often objective data are
disregarded in academia because they are somehow inconvenient, and become
fodder for fanciful "independent researchers," who very often exploit a certain aura
of mystery and almost scandalous sensationalism to line their pockets, casting
even greater discredit on real facts and honest research. As one journalist used to
say, if a dog bites a man, that is not news, but if a man bites a dog, then yes the fact
should be told on the front page in large print, and the newspaper sells. And if no
man bites a dog, the news can always be made up.

That's how we saw a teeming of books, publications and documentaries about gods
who came from space to colonize the earth, prophetic codes inserted into the Bible,
digressions on the sociology of Atlantis, space invaders, thinking jellies, werewolf
cockroaches and whatnot.

We will try in the next few pages to tell what we know for certain, what we have
heard, what has been said. It will not always be easy to distinguish reality from
apocryphal legends, but we can guarantee that this is the concise and honest result
of research that lasted many vyears, seeking out adequate information and
documentation, and trying, as far as possible, to contact those who might know
something and were also willing to report it to us.

We wanted to know what Ahnenerbe was, what it was about, what its fields of study
were, how much science and how much esotericism had to do with it, check wh at
its methodology of study was and whether anything of its research and methods
still survives.

An exceedingly difficult search, as the Ahnenerbe archives were burned at the end
of World War Il in Waischenfeld and something, it seems little, is in the National
Archive in Washington......

We will expose, in the first part of this book, the circumstances of the birth of
Ahnenerbe, officially established in 1935 at the behest of Heinrich Himmler and
Walter Darré, and its existence and research until 1945.

In the second part we will try to frame research that is heir in some way, in form and
substance, to the Ahnenerbe methodology after the collapse of the Reich. We
believe it is important that the Ahnenerbe's research methods were partly adopted,
sometimes even unconsciously, by those who did not even suspect its existence.
Finally, in the last part, we will discuss its esoteric aspect after the forced
disappearance of National Socialism and its structures.
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PART ONE
THE BIRTH

It was officially established on July 1, 1935, by decision of Heinrich Himmler, one of
the most prominent hierarchs of the National Socialist Party and Reichsfuhrer-SS.
The name officially assigned was "Deutsches Ahnenerbe - Studiengesellschaft fir
Geistesurgeschichte ("German Ancestor Inheritance - Study Society for the
Prehistory of the Spirit"), but it was known by the name Ahnenerbe (usually
translated as "Ancestral Inheritance"). However, as early as 1928 its studies had
been initiated by the Dutchman Hermann Wirth, who was interested in the study of
Germanism and who in that year had published his book "Der Aufgang der
Menscheit" ("The Rise of Mankind") in Jena, Germany, developing strands of study
that had not yet been fully explored, such as the birth of the runic alphabet, the
symbology of its signs, and the spread of the air race around the world.

Heinrich Himmler, born in 1900 into a bourgeois family, was educated according to
the typically Prussian ideals of honor and militarism. It should not be forgotten that
the unification of Germany was still a recent event, dating back to 1871. His
godfather had been Prince Heinrich of Wittelsbach, the last heir of the royal family
of Bavaria, from whom he received his name.

At the age of 17 he enlisted in the army, but after a year the war ended and he was
demobilized and returned home, enrolling at the University of Mlnchen, where in
1922 he received a degree in agronomy. At the university he had been a member of
the Korps Apollo, one of several student associations that also engaged in fencing.
He earned five wounds from it, a source of legitimate pride for him. In this
connection we must clarify what we know from personal experience, and which the
vast majority of people ignore, namely, that being a member of these student
swordsmen's associations implies long training and considerable self-control. In
fact, wounds are inflicted on the cheeks and one should not attempt to dodge the
blow. To do so would be a demonstration of cowardice.

He was also a member of the Thule Gesellschaft and the Artamanen League, which
also wanted to develop agriculture through compulsory labor service. A number of
people who would later become important in Hitler's Germany, such as Walter
Darré, future Minister of Agriculture and Himmler's partner in the Ahnenerbe, and
Rudolf Ho8ss, future commandant of the Auschwitz concentration camp, were
militant here.

The following year, driven probably by his nationalist upbringing and a desire to
wear a military uniform again, he joined the National Socialist German Workers'
Party (N.S.D.A.P.) and participated as a standard-bearer in the failed Munich putsch,
the result of which was several deaths and a prison sentence for Adolf Hitler. A year
later Hitler was released from prison and appointed Himmler, appreciating his
loyalty, as deputy commander of the Schutz-Staffeln (commonly known as the SS),
his personal bodyguard. The name is commonly translated as "Security Staffettes,"
but we will add a curiosity for those who do not know German: the word Staffeln can
be translated both Staffettes and Steps (in the initiatory sense as well).

Just for future reference.

In 1929 he was appointed Reichsfihrer SS and began to reorganize them, following the
National Socialist Weltanschauung.
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We know that he was very interested in Hindu spirituality, which he believed was
airborne, preferred homeopathic medicine to traditional medicine, and that he had
studied botany and natural sciences to no small degree-partly through his academic
studies. In short, he was not just a chicken farmer, as is often said. He called
himself, according to the Hindu definition, a kshatriya, that is, a warrior.

He was an educated man, very fussy and meticulous. His favorite readings include
Hermann Hesse's Demian and Siddhartha (which prompted him to read Hindu
sacred texts), as well as the works of Dietrich Eckart.

He had studied the sacred texts of India, particularly the "Bhagavad-Gita," whose
cyclical conceptions he shared with the four Yugas or Ages. According to Hinduism,
appreciated by the Reichsfuhrer, we are living in the "KaliYuga" (i.e., Hesiod's Iron
Age), the dark age preceding the end of the world and the rebirth of a new world,
which would begin with a "Satya Yuga" (for Hesiod the Golden Age, i.e., the age of
Sat- urnus), meaning the Age of Being.

He had also read the early works of Hans F.K. Giinther, who as a philologist and
anthropologist believed that he had identified the center of spread of the Indo-Aryan
race in northern Europe. Gunther had also been the teacher of Bruno Beger, who
would later participate in the well-known expedition to Tibet.

It should also be mentioned how Himmler felt strongly about the traditions of
medieval Germanic chivalry.

In his reorganization of the SS he had stipulated that in order to be admitted one
had to prove with a certificate (basically a family tree) the purity of the family's race
going back as far as 1750. And that a special office of the SS organization, the
RUSHA - Rasse und Siedlunghauptamt (Race and Appropriation Office) would study
the anthropometric characteristics of the Aryan race.

There is only one official reference by Himmler to the Ahnenerbe, in a speech in
January 1937, in which he spoke about the RUSHA. On this occasion Himmler
stated that the RUSHA "is also charged with carrying out scientific research in close
cooperation with the Ahnenerbe Institute.” He added, "In Altchristenburg we
discovered a fortress on an area of thirty iugers. (...) From a scientific and doctrinal
point of view, our task is to study these things without falsifying them, in an
objective way. The discoveries made by the Ahnenerbe Institute in Altchristenburg
have revealed the existence of seven layers (...) All these things interest us, because
they are of the utmost importance in our ideal and political struggle.”

The level of scholars involved in Ahnenerbe studies was always high profile. We will
mention first and foremost Franz Altheim, the great historian of religions, who was
awarded the rank of Ehren SS ("SS ad honorem").

Born in Erscherscheim in 1898 and died in 1976, he received his doctorate from the
University of Frankfurt am Main with a study on Die Komposition der Politik des
Aristoteles. There he entered into relations with philologist Walther Friedrich Otto
(who in 1933-34 had him publish Epochen der romischen Geschichte) and
ethnologist Leo Frobenius. He taught at the universities of Halle, Berlin and
Munster. Among the most significant works of his enormous scholarly output are
Romische Religionsgeschichte, Berlin 1956 (final ed.), Niedergang der alten Welt,
Frankfurt am Main 1952, Die Araber in der alten Welt, Berlin 1964.

But there was also a section in charge of research on traditional studies, which,
according to French historian Brissaud, had an eminent collaborator in the person
of Friedrich Hielscher, a friend of Swedish explorer Sven Hedin, of Karl
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Haushofer, by Wolfram Sievers, by Ernst Jinger and also by the Jew Martin Buber,
the distinguished philosopher and Bible scholar who developed the culture of the
Chassidic movement in Europe.

Hielscher was born in Guben in 1902, enlisted in the Frei Korps in 1919 and later
obtained a law degree, then worked as a journalist and writer, becoming one of the
intellectuals of German nationalism. In 1928 he became editor of the magazine Der
Vormarsch in place of Jinger, and ten years later began publishing the magazine
Das Reich, named after his treatise on the theology of empire, published in Berlin in
1931. A great friend of Ernst Jinger, he is referred to by the latter by the nickname
"B0go" in his short stories. In particular we will mention the book The Marble Cliffs,
where Bogo's character appears at least equal, if not superior, to that of Kniebolo,
who portrays Hitler himself. Bogo-Hielscher is described as a mysterious individual,
who, when the war ends and the Third Reich is trailing, plays Bach on the organ
and, in 1951, confides to Marc Augier, formerly a lieutenant in the SS Charlemagne
Division and later a writer under the pseudonym Saint-Loup, that the secret of the
Grail would be revealed fifty years after the end of the war: in Austria, in the
Zillerthal glacier, a container would be found and everyone would realize that Hitler
was right: the Soviet Union would break up. We know that at least one of these
predictions certainly came true. He had been awarded three knighthoods. Royal
Order of Hohenzollern, Order Pour le Mérite, and Maximilian Order for Science and
the Arts.

Speaking of Hielscher, according to Ernst Schaefer he would be the guide for future
times, because the idea would win where guns had failed.

Also according to Brissaud, Friedrich Hielscher was among the first names on an
Ahnenerbe list comprising more than a hundred people, which was presented at
the Nuremberg trial . André Brissaud is known for having written about Nazism the
book Hitler et I'ordre noir. Histoire secréte du national-socialisme, Librairie
Académique Perrin, Paris 1969. Brissaud's book, while fairly well documented, also
reports some of the fantasies that later Louis Pauwels and Jacques Berger's
Morning of the Magicians bequeathed to that huge production of literature known as
"magic" Nazism. We shall cite, as an example, Robert Faligot and Rémi Kauffer's Le
marché du diable (Fayard, Paris 1995,), in which it is claimed that the Ahnenerbe
expedition to Tibet had the primary purpose of initiating contact between the
mythical occult masters of Tibet and the Thule Gesellscahaft, and again Peter
Levenda's Unholy Alliance(1995), where magicians, sex, Ku Klux Klan and
Scientology appear against the background of a Nazi conspiracy on a planetary
scale.

The thesis has often been taken up, even in a more realistic form, however,
attributing to the aforementioned expedition mainly the purpose of gathering
material on the origins of the Indo-Aryan lineages. (cf. F. Jesi, Secret Germany,
Feltrinelli, Milan 1992).

Returning to Hielscher, we note that he is one of the high-level Ahnenerbe
collaborators who were not only "not hanged as 'war criminals' or bludgeoned to
death in prisons in the concentration camps of the victors, but instead enjoyed a
strange immunity, as if a magic circle had enveloped and protected them, even
before the 'judges' at the Nuremberg trials," as asserted by Savitri Devi (India and
Nazism, Edizioni all'insegna del Veltro, Parma 1979).

Also according to the aforementioned Brissaud, Hielscher, after testifying to
unimportant details in the trial against Wolfram Sievers, allegedly obtained
permission from the Allied Tribunal to assist Sievers himself, prior to execution,
with an unknown religious rite about which much has been fantasized.
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The activities of the Hermann Wirth Gesellschaft (Hermann Wirth Society), the
forerunner of the Ahnenerbe, began as early as 1928 with the intention of
disseminating and teaching the theories of Wirth, a Dutch scholar who believed he
had found traces of the remote past of the human race. In 1932, a research institute
on spiritual prehistory was established in Mecklenburg, a German state at the time
ruled by the Nazis. These are the antecedents of the institute.

In 1935 the Ahnenerbe Forschungs-und Lehrgemeinschaft (Association for the
Research and Study of Ancestral Heritage) was officially born, based at
Plcklerstrasse,16 in Berlin-Dahlem. Three were the founders-Heinrich Himmler,
Walter Darré, and Hermann Wirth. Wirth had by then become a naturalized German,
and Darré was a Volksdeutsch, that is, a German by descent, born, however, abroad.
To be precise, he had been born in Argentina and had become Minister of
Agriculture in Germany, having created the ideology of Blut und Bode (Blood and
Soil), which saw the peasant as the prototype of the Nordic man.

Ahnenerbe began as a private nonprofit association, but in fact it was an initiative
conceived in SS Sicherheitdiest circles, which wanted a culture more aligned with
the regime and removed from the control of the university barons, whose
consociative attitude was deplored.

It initially received contributions from the Ministry of Agriculture, thanks to Darré's
position, but by 1936 Himmler had taken virtually total control of the association,
which in 1940 was absorbed completely by the SS. However, even before
incorporation all the scholars working there were full or honorary members of the
SS.

For example Wolfram Sievers, about whom we will later try to learn more, was
Reichsgeschaftsfihrer of the Ahnenerbe from 1935, and became SS-
Obersturmfiihrer (the equivalent of lieutenant) in 1937 and SS-Standartenfuhrer
(Colonel) at the end of the war. From the 'beginning, relations between the
association and the SS were evidently very close, not least because of the fact that
the association was intended to systematically reformulate Germanic culture, which
was destined to replace Christianity after the victorious end of the war. Himmler's
intentions were clear: to set the future dominant culture of the new world order, with
interdisciplinary relations between the different branches of knowledge, giving a
prominent place to the Germanic ancestral heritage. However, the direction of the
Ahnenerbe was always scientific with a pragmatic methodology, differentiating
itself, at least officially, from the occultist and magical visions of the Thule
Gesellschaft.

The Ahnenerbe devoted himself to the study of genetics according to Mendel's
schemes, analyzed Darwinist theories, and wanted to go deeper into biology. To do
so, it was not content with theoretical studies, nor with initiating publications and
books, but wanted to do experimental research and organize expeditions of some
significance. The head of administration was, as mentioned above, Wolfram Sievers,
assisted by Dr. Herman Reischle. In 1937, Dr. Walter Wist, former dean of the
University of Minchen, joined the Ahnenerbe, who later replaced Wirth as an
intellectual inspiration, bringing many intellectuals closer to the association
because of his solid academic reputation. Wist submitted his resignation in 1943,
but this did not save him from the death penalty imposed on him in the Nuremberg
Trials, later commuted to imprisonment.

Economic means, after beginnings funded by the Ministry of Agriculture, were
provided mainly by the Forschungsgemeinschaft, Germany's central research
funding organization, which promoted research at universities and all other
research centers in Germany. Public funds, funding from big industry and personal
contributions were also used. An important source of
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funding also derived from 50 percent of the proceeds from the sale of the Zoibl disc,
an item to be compulsorily fixed on bicycle wheels to make them visible at night.
The association had its own publishing house in Dahlem, on the outskirts of Berlin,
which published various works with the aim of reviving Germanic traditions. There
was a monthly journal, Germanien, two genealogy journals, Das Sippenzeichen and
Zeitschrift fir Namenforschung, and many monographs. On January 1, 1942, the
association was attached to Himmler's personal staff and officially became part of
the SS. In August 1943 the headquarters of the Ahnenerbe was moved to
Waischenfeld, Franconia, until April 1945, when the town was occupied by American
troops, before whose arrival a large number of papers were destroyed.

15



THE ORGANIZATION

The association carried out its activities through a variable number of sections,
which grew to fifty-one, called institutes, which worked on more than a hundred
projects. The number of people in each institute varied, depending on the projects
being worked on, ranging from less than a dozen people to much larger quantities
for archaeological and anthropological expeditions.

An institute devoted itself to the study of runes (by the way, it is recalled that
Ahnenerbe's symbol was the Odal rune, the rune of life) under the direction of
Hermann Wirth himself until 1937, when he left the Association. The runes, which
also have a symbolic as well as an alphabetical value, appeared as clear signs of an
ancient Germanic cultural heritage: their presence in Northern Europe, Russia,
Iceland, and the Pyrenees was evidence of the presence of Germanic peoples in an
extremely wide geographical area, validating the Blut und Bode theory.

Another institute dealt with the study of Sanskrit, a specialized subject of Professor
Wiist, a distinguished academic, who directed its work.

Germanic archaeology was the focus of another institute, which organized
archaeological expeditions to Paderborn, the Externsteine, Detmold and Haithabu
on the Danish border.

Mention should be made of the Externsteine, a complex of giant boulders worked by
man in prehistoric times, where Ygdrasil, the sacred ash tree of Germanic tradition,
would have stood and where the ancient Germans would have performed their
religious ceremonies. Their descendants, the Saxons, had resisted the claims of
Charlemagne, who wanted to convert them to Christianity, and were therefore
massacred en masse, while the sacred ash tree was uprooted. The Externsteine are
located right next to Wewelsburg, the castle Himmler wanted as the society's
headquarters.

Also during World War I, archaeological expeditions had been made to Russia,
Bulgaria, Greece, Romania and North Africa. Directed archaeological excavations
were conducted to learn more about the civilization of wood, recalling that in Greek
temples the colonnade in front of the pronaos found its origin precisely in columns
originally made from large tree trunks.

The best-known expedition is the one to Tibet, carried out on the inspiration of the
explorations in Central Asia by the famous Swedish explorer Sven Hedin, who by
the 1940s was in his seventies, and kept in constant contact with Ernst Schéfer,
director of the Sven Hedin Institute for Research in Central Asia, founded in Munich
in 1943.

An institute was also set up to study the Edda (the Norse mythological poem, put
down in writing by the Icelandic scalk Snorri, which Himmler considered almost a
sacred text) and Iceland, which was considered the mythical Thule, a center of
irradiation of the Germanic race into the world. An expedition was to be conducted
there in 1938, but lacked Icelandic currency because of the Reichsbank's
restrictions on foreign currencies. They also lacked Icelandic authorization for
excavations, and then in 1941 the United States and England invaded Iceland, where
they established a military base against Germany.

Music was also researched by a specialized institute, which collected diverse texts
from folk music to Gregorian chant. Music was also recorded in Finland, the Faroer
Islands, and South Tyrol (Sud Tirol). Musical instruments from the Bronze Age were
also studied and reproduced.
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Hans Horbiger's Welteislehre was also studied by an institute, headed by Dr. Hans
Robert Scultetus. This was the well-known theory that several moons would have
succeeded each other in the past around our planet and their approach to the earth
would have caused the earth 's axis to shift, resulting in disastrous cataclysms,
alternation of ice ages, annihilation of life and succession of different human races
on earth.

An institute for scientific research for military purposes, funded by the Wehrmacht
and Waffen-SS, was also established as early as the war. The institute did
experiments using human guinea pigs provided by German concentration camps
(KZ-Lager). According to our knowledge, Prof. Hirt, who will be discussed later, had
collected about a hundred skeletons, assisted by ethnologists who had been in
Tibet in 1939. Sievers had also provided guinea pigs for nuclear experiments carried
out in Thuringia shortly before the end of the war (Rainer Karlsch, Hitlers Bombe,
Lindau Verlag Anstalt, 2006). Experimental studies using hallucinogens and
mescaline were also done. Dr. Sigmund Rascher, Haupsturmfihrer-SS and medical
officer of the Luftwaffe, worked at this institute and devoted himself at Dachau to
freezing experiments in the low-pressure chambers and the subsequent attempt to
restore body temperature with hot water and sexual practices, in this case using
prostitutes from the Ravensbriick concentration camp. It seems that many such
experiments were successful. This same doctor had developed the system of
cyanide capsules used by SS men in order not to be captured alive. One of these
capsules was the one found on Himmler himself when he was searched by the
British who had captured him. In this connection we would like to bring some
clarification, habitually overlooked by historians, on the last hours of the
Reichsfuhrer-SS's life: blocked by a British patrol on May 21, 1945, he was identified
as recently as May 23; he asked to speak to some high-ranking official, wanting to
deliver a letter (which then curiously disappeared) to Marshal Montgomery. Upon
being searched, his vial of cyanide was seized. After being interrogated and eating a
sandwich he was assassinated, on Churchill's direct instructions, to prevent him
from revealing his contacts with the British (on the German side Walter
Schellenberg and on the Allied side Count Bernadotte, Sweden's emissary) since
1944 for a possible separate peace. False information had also been spread that he
had offered to betray Hitler, who was instead perfectly aware of informal contacts
with the enemy. It also turns out that the corpse had a fractured nose. It was later
reported that he had a second vial of poison concealed in his mouth. But then how
could he have safely eaten the sandwich?

For those who doubt this version, we would like to reiterate that evidentiary
documentation has been found in the British archives. If anyone is interested in
verifying and investigating further, we suggest searching the London Public Record
Office for documents HW.1/3196, PRO FO 800 file 868, PRO file WO/285/12 and PRO
file HS8/944. This matter has also been confirmed to us by fidedign source as
confidentially reported by Himmler's own sister to a family friend.

But back to our theme, seeing the different activities of the Ahnenerbe.

Studies were also conducted on the Celts, researching ancient folk traditions.
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The association also devoted itself to the restoration of Wewelsburg Castle, which
would become the center of the Black Order.

As mentioned, it had the primary task of carrying out research on the Aryan spirit,
preserving and strengthening folk traditions, and spreading traditional Germanic
culture among the population. Thus several ancient monuments were restored. In
this connection we will mention a curiosity: the ancient Syaronova synagogue in
Prague, dating back to the 13th century, was also preserved and restored, where,
according to medieval Jewish legends, the golem fabricated by Rabbi Jehuda Low
ben Bezalel is said to be hidden.

One of the purposes of the association, during the war, was also the political and
cultural mission, in the Nordic home countries subject to German occupation, to
propagandize and revive the German culture of the New Order and consequently
recruit volunteers for the Waffen-SS .

The association's deep interest in Germanic history and prehistory also created
conflicts with others interested in the same topics who were considered rivals and
competitors. These rivals include the philosopher Alfred Rosenberg, already at odds
with Wirth before the creation of Ahnenerbe.

But of note is the fact that within the association there was also a clash between the
group of scientists working there and Karl Maria Wiligut, known as Weisthor, head
of the department of prehistory and ancient history at RUSHA, with whom they were
obliged to cooperate, however, because of his close relationship with Himmler.
However, the Ahnenerbe scientists always considered Wiligut a charlatan. Thus a
strange dichotomy is revealed within him, between experimental studies and
perhaps not always orthodox science on the one hand, and mystical and esoteric
conceptions on the other. Yet somehow the two areas of knowledge and research
were intertwined.

As we have said, the Ahnenerbe grew to include fifty-one sections, which applied to
a wide variety of study disciplines, from geography to magic, anthropology to
astronomy, botany to herbalism, archaeology to folk traditions, sociology to
occultism, ethnography to legends and sacred geography, and so on. Of course, the
field that most attracted the public's curiosity was occultism. Yet this was a different
form of occultism from that on which the interest of the general public converges.
We should perhaps speak, with more propriety of language, of the recovery of
ancient European traditions. It seems that in this area the Italian baron Julius Evola
also lent his external collaboration. But here we would slip too easily into another
field, the initiatory field, which is certainly fascinating, but too complex to go into
here.

Ahnenerbe has been conducting specific archaeological, geophysical and
anthropological research in the most diverse and far-flung places on earth: the
Amazon, Africa, the Gobi Desert between China and Mongolia, Antarctica, looking
for - it is said - mysterious places, such as the mythical city of Shamballa, capital of
the underground kingdom of Agarthi and residence of the King of the World.
According to some information, the importance attached to the Society's research
was such that even scholars of Jewish origin had access to it.
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As mentioned above, it was completely autonomous until it came under the direct
control of the SS.
Its official purposes were:
- Conduct research on the spread and 'influence of Germanic history and
culture around the world
- Recover the ancient cultural and folk traditions of the German people,
providing for their reintegration into every environment of the Reich.

But he was also involved in the search for special objects, such as the Holy Grail,
the Spear of Longinus, and the Templar treasure, allegedly sources of special
powers.

Thus was recovered the mythical spear, with which the Roman Centurion Longinus
allegedly pierced the side of Jesus, nailed to the cross. This weapon was kept in
Vienna, in the imperial palace of Hofburg, and had belonged to Charlemagne and
Henry the Slayer.

During his youthful years in Vienna, when he was a bohemian painter who scraped
together some money by selling his own small paintings and watercolors, Hitler
often paused to admire this spear, which was on public display. After the
Anschluss, Austria's accession to the German Reich, voted in by an overwhelming
majority of Austrians, the spear was moved to Nuremberg, where it had been kept
until 1796.

The company also became interested in researching the well-known crystal skulls,
found all over the world, from South America to China, whose origin and especially
how it was possible to create them in the most diverse glassy materials with such
perfection is still unknown to this day.

Ahnenerbe scholars also traveled to Ethiopia, then part of Italian East Africa, in
search of the Ark of the Covenant, about whose presence there is still rumored.

But perhaps the search best known to the general public was the search for the
Holy Grail, which was taken up by Otto Rahn, whom we shall meet further on. After
his untimely death, it was rumored that the search would continue even during the
latter stages of World War IlI.

According to such rumors, the search took place in the south of France, near the
ruins of the fortress of Montségur, the last bastion of the Cathars massacred by
Catholic troops according to the pious instructions mistakenly attributed to the
pope: "Kill them all, God will recognize his own."

Apparently the results of the research would be transmitted to Berlin. That is all that
was said.

Near Montségur lies the village of Oradour-sur-Glane, which was the target of a
massive reprisal by a column of Panzer-SS , which killed most of the population.
The creators of legends claim ignorance of the causes, making naive readers
imagine who knows what occult and Mephistophelean magical background. Instead,
there are detailed accounts, both from the German side and from the Maquis, albeit
conflicting with each other, that make it clear how it was combat and reprisal. Of
course, the two accounts contrast in placing responsibility for the deaths on the
other side,

The Allies, in the context of total war, initiated a series of heavy bombing raids on

Germany, consequently in 1943 the Ahnenerbe archives were moved to
Waischenfeld, Franconia, where they remained until almost the end of the
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conflict. In the face of advancing Allied troops, the archives were totally destroyed.
Or maybe not.

Ahnenerbe leaders were partly tried in the Nuremberg trial. In particular Wolfram
Sievers was sentenced to death, as was Rudolf Brandt. Both were hanged.

Instead, Bruno Beger, who had participated in the Tibet expedition, was sentenced
to three years in prison on charges of complicity in murder.

Among the Nuremberg testimonies, we will mention that of Walter Schellenberg,
head of the SD, who reported witnessing a strange ceremony at a trial of a
Wehrmacht general. In the room next to the one in which the interrogation was
taking place twelve SS officers were sitting in a circle, absorbed in concentration to
somehow enter the mind of the suspect and read the truth into it. In short, a kind of
meditation for telepathic purposes or something like the later psychotronic
experiments done in the USSR or the telepathy and mindcontrol experiments
developed in the US. We know that the structure of the SS had several points of
contact with that of the Jesuits, at whom Himmler had studied in his youth. And it is
well known that the Jesuits had developed their own system of meditation and
contemplation.

In the structure of the SS, in addition to meditation exercises, we recognize forms of
initiation reminiscent of the patterns of the Society of Jesus, as described in the
"Vera acta gesuitica,” a 1700 text attributed to a former Jesuit (evidently repentants
are not a modern invention), which revealed occult details of the Society's leaders.
They had always shown much interest in geomancy, astrology and what were once
called magical sciences or arts. And it certainly seems that the SS followed the same
path. On the other hand, all esoteric and initiatory associations have, by structural
necessity, consimilar forms, with an inner circle and several concentric outer circles,
which the miste must travel to get to the center or at any rate as far as his personal
possibilities will allow him to go.

The SS candidate's cursus honorum was chronologically defined like that of a
religious or military order: on November 9, after reaching the age of 18, he was
admitted as an aspirant, and on the following January 30 he became a cadet; only on
April 20, Hitler's genetliac and a German national holiday, did he become an SS.

Just as in the Middle Ages knights received their swords at the moment of
investiture, so the SS received their dagger, on the blade of which was engraved the
SS motto: "Meine Ehre heisst Treue" (My honor is called loyalty). In Himmler's inner
circle were the twelve hierarchs, senior SS officers, who met in Wewelsburg Castle,
chosen, like Castel del Monte in ltaly (built by Emperor Frederick Il), perhaps also
through geomantic research. That was the center of the SS universe, of the new
world order, militarily as well as esoteric-religiously. In March 1945 Wewlsburg was
occupied by the American troops of the 3rd Division, but the castle had already been
half-destroyed and burned, in the course of the fierce defense of the Panzerbrigade
Westfalen and the Hitlerjugend. During the fierce battle Gen. Maurice Rose died, as a
result about a hundred German soldiers, who had eventually surrendered, were
killed in retaliation by the Americans, in defiance of the laws of war, the Geneva
Convention and the treatment provided for prisoners. The castle was looted of all its
treasures. They remained
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only 30,000 volumes that dealt with the history of Aryan peoples, archaeology and
ancient civilizations that had disappeared. The books, then as always, were of no
interest to anyone, having no immediate economic value.

The musical traditions of the Nordic race had also been studied at Wewelsburg,
experimenting with copies of ancient Germanic instruments. It would seem, as from
the meditation exercise already mentioned, that they sought control of the will, what
was later called mind control in the never officially declared research done in the
United States. Rumor has it that among the papers that survived the destruction of
the castle was a pagan calendar with descriptions of related liturgies, the writing of
which is said to have been attributed to Weisthor, who officiated as a kind of high
priest of Nazism, celebrating the marriages of the SS and the equivalent of the
baptism of their children.

Some even went so far as to claim that the oceanic gatherings called by Hitler were
successful because the initiates of the black order forced the will of the entire
audience with their own mental practices. Or that Hitler was a black magician
endowed with evil and occult powers. But this really seems to be one of many
legends. In fact, although it has been said very often that Dietrich Eckart had taught
Hitler mind control techniques developed by the Thule Society, there is no concrete
evidence of this fact.

However, it must be said that everyone who met Hitler confirmed one fact: he had a
magnetic, extremely charismatic personality.
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THE MAGICIAN: KARL MARIA WILIGUT

Who was Karl Maria Wiligut, known as Weisthor? Born in Vienna in 1866, we know
that he had a great influence on the neo-paganism that had spread in Germany, but
what can we say about his life? First of all, it should be remembered that knowledge
of the true German Ariosophical roots in the early 1900s is extremely controversial.
Wiligut is a truly mysterious personality and also much mistreated by historians. Yet
he is a highly respected person in political, social and esoteric circles of the time.
He had begun his military career at a very young age, entering the Kadettenschule
in Breitensee, Vienna, at 13; by 17 he was already enlisted in an infantry regiment,
and at only 22 he was promoted to lieutenant, earning the esteem of his superiors
and comrades-in-arms. A man of exquisitely chivalrous manners, an excellent
fencer and an expert horseman, he possessed a truly encyclopedic culture: it is
therefore not surprising that in his military life he went from promotion to
promotion. During World War | he was decorated for his heroism on the Russian
front and became a colonel in 1917. At the end of the war, with the collapse of the
Habsburg empire, he was demobilized in 1919 with a military record that was
anything but despicable.

He had earned several decorations: Military Cross of Merit Class lll with Oak Leaves
and Swords, Bronze Medal of Merit, Karl Truppenkreuz, Long Service Cross for
Officers, Military Medal for Crown Jubilee 1898, Military Cross for Crown Jubilee
1908, Black Shield for Wounded in Combat, Landesorden. He came into contact with
a number of important esoteric and nationalist associations, such as the Edda
Gesellschaft of Gorsleben and the Ordo Novi Templi of Abbot Lanz von Liebenfels;
in the archives of the latter an information sheet on him was found, in which he is
described as "a man of martial appearance, who proves himself the bearer of a
secret line of German royalty" due to his ancestral wisdom. He also appears to have
been in contact with the Vril Lodge in Berlin and Aleister Crowley in London. He has
also been credited with the creation of the SS ring and a number of other initiatory
ornaments and friezes.

In 1903 he had published, under the pseudonym Lobesam, his first book: Seyfrieds
Runen, a poem in honor of King Seyfried of Rabenstein, whose domains bordered
the territories of the present-day Czech Republic. Another book had followed in
1908: Neun Gebote Gots, inspired by ancient Germanic cults. After World War | he
founded a newspaper, Der Eiserne Besen, which was decidedly anti-Christian, anti-
Masonic and anti-Jewish.

In 1907 he had married Malwine Leuts von Teuringen, by whom he had two
daughters, one of whom was born together with a twin, who died prematurely. This
tragedy affected him deeply, partly because he had no son to whom he could pass
on his secret knowledge. He thus began to gradually distance himself from his wife.
In 1924, while at a café in Salzburg with friends, an ambulance arrived in which he
was dragged to be committed to an asylum. His wife wanted to separate from him
and had accused him of being schizophrenic and megalomaniacal, as well as
violent, and of attempting to kill her and having occult delusions.

In 1927, after almost three years, he finally left the 'phrenological institute and

began writing the mysterious "Halgarita Spriiche," or Halgarita Sayings. These were
verses
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written in an unknown and magical language, which Weisthor claimed was an
ancestral language of the ancient Germans. He told of having learned them by heart
even as a child, having heard them from his father.

In 1932 he moved to Germany, to Munich, always maintaining contact with esoteric
circles. The following year he met Himmler at a conference on Nordic science, and
soon became, under the pseudonym Karl Maria Weisthor, head of the department of
prehistory and ancient history, created for him within the Rasse- und
Siedlungshauptamt (RuSHA) of the SS.

In 1934 he was quickly promoted to Standartenfiihrer (Colonel) and Oberfihrer
(Brigadier General). The following year he moved to Berlin as a member of
Himmler's personal staff with the rank of Brigadefuihrer (Brigadier General) and
worked together with Karl Wolff. It was during this period that he drew up his plans
for the reconstruction of Wewelsburg Castle as the center of the world, where
various rituals he introduced could be celebrated. These included a kind of baptism
for the children of the SS, including Karl Wolff's son, whose godparents were
Renhard Heydrich and Karl Diebitsch. The castle was said to have been built at the
time of the invasion of the Huns, and to have indicated the point from which the
force that would stop the Bolshevik and Mongol hordes from the east would depart.
In the Quedlinburg crypt, in 1938, during a pagan-inspired, esoteric ritual directed
by Himmler, the Reichsfuhrer swore on the tomb of Henry the Birdman to continue
his work, fighting against the threat from the east and bringing the Reich's frontiers
to the east.

Wiligut claimed to belong to German mystic masters dating back to the remotest
prehistory, with the power to recall, thanks to a genetic memory, facts and events
from thousands of years earlier. This kind of genetic memory appears to be a
concept from Jungian psychology, whereby memories pass from generation to
generation as part of the collective unconscious, as collections of experiences
belonging to a hereditary line. This view is currently rejected by most psychologists.
Yet there are examples deduced from animals as well as experiments on humans of
hypnotic regression to past lives that make one think. The idea that our memories
are stored in genes is rather recent as well as controversial. It was accepted after
experiments by Canadian neurologist Wilder Penfield in the 1950s. However, many
neuroscientists continue to believe that old memories are produced by the brain by
creating connections, called synapses, that can recreate specific brain activities,
i.e., memories. The problem with this model is that these connections are stable and
permanent, whereas the brain is not, as these synapses are replaced by new ones
continuously within a few weeks. So where do memories go? Some neurobiologists
argue that somehow the brain retains a memory of each neural cell to structurally
restore neurons. Ultimately, the science is still insufficient to explain how exactly
memory works.

In 1936 Wiligut participated in an Ahnenerbe expedition to the Schwarzwald,
searching for ancient artifacts. Weisthor identified Schloss Eberstein, in the Murg
Valley, as a center of the Hirminist religion, inspired by the cult of Yrminsul, the
sacred ash tree of the ancient Germans. His various identifications of sacred places
should be mentioned: Einum as a spiritual center, Bodenburg as a center of power,
Engelade and Ebergétzen as points of strength, Calefeld as the point of Baldur, and
so on.
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But what would this Hirminist religion of his be? It would be the very ancient
ancestral religion, later supplanted by the Wotanism celebrated instead by another
esotericist, Guido von List. As we have seen, Wiligut contributed in no small
measure to the development of Wewelsburg as a religious center of the SS,
including in the role of hierophant in the marriage ceremonies of the Black Order.
Among other things, he is credited with the design of the Totenkopfring, the silver
ring that Himmler gave to a select few every year on April 20, on the occasion of the
Fuhrer's genetliac and the German national holiday. When a wearer of this ring died,
the jewel was brought back to Wewelsburg for safekeeping. At the end of the war
the rings kept in the castle were buried in a cave, the entrance to which was blown
up. They have never been found.

And he also designed Himmler's Great Chair, adorned with runic motifs, which
perhaps should have been part of a group of 12 chairs intended for the Wewelsburg
crypt. There was bad blood between him and Wirth, who had a much more scientific
attitude. It is said that in 1938 Karl Wolff, number two in the SS, met Wiligut's wife,
thus learning of his internment in a psychiatric clinic, and this news is said to have
embarrassed Himmler. However, by 1939 Weisthor was over seventy years old and
passed into retirement. He lived the last years of his life in Austria, in a home for
retired officers on Woérthersee. When the war ended, the Allies deported him to a
prison camp, then he was allowed to return to Salzburg, but he preferred to go to
Arolsen, to the home of an old friend, where he died in early 1946.

But let's return to his esoteric beliefs: he claimed-among other things-that the Bible
was originally written in an ancient Germanic idiom and that it adhered to the
principles of Hirminism, in opposition to Wotanism. We will not go too far into this
area, which would take too much time and space. We will only report that according
to him the beginning of Germanic culture dated back to

228,000 b.e.v., a time when the earth had three suns and was inhabited by giants
and other mythical creatures. Irminism appeared around 12,500 b.e.v., as the
religion of all Norse peoples, until it was ousted by Wotanism in 1,200 b.e.v.
Irminism shifted and chose its religious center in the Externsteines, which were
occupied by the Wotanists in 460 e.v.

Weisthor's family would have had a part in this, the name Wiligut being derived from
Ueiskunings (ice kings) as they were descended from the 'union of the Asi (Aesir)
with the Vani (Vanir). They would have remained faithful to the cult of Irminsul and
founded the city of Vilna as the capital of their kingdom.

Some (few) of his texts kept in Wewelsburg have come down to us. Since these are
writings reserved for a very small inner circle, their meaning is not always clear.
Perhaps, according to some experts such as Stephen E. Flowers, their purpose was
to act as concentration formulas, almost a kind of mantra, to awaken an ancestral
memory. The following document dates from 1935 and belonged to the
Reichsfuhrer's personal archive:

Die neun Gebote Gbts

1) Got is All Einheit !
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2) Got ist "Geist und Stoff," die Zweiheit. Sie bringt Zwiespalt, und ist doch Einheit
und Reinheit ....

3) GOt ist Dreiheit : Geist, Kraft und Stoff . G6t = Geist, Got = Ur, G6t = Sein, oder
Sun = Licht und Werk, die Zweiheit.

4) Ewiglich ist G6t als Zeit, Raum, Kraft und Stoff in seinem Kreislaufe.
5) GOt ist Ursache und Wirkung. Aus G6t fliesst darum Recht, Macht, Pflicht , Glick.

6) GOt ist ewigliche Zeugung . Gots Geist und Stoff, Kraft und Licht, sind dessen
Trager.

7) GOt -Jenseits vom Begriffe Gut und Bodse - ist Trager der sieben
Menschheitsepochen.

8) Waltung im Kreislauf durch Ursache und Wirkung trégt die Hohe: die heimliche
Acht.

9) Got ist Anfang ohne Ende . Das Al . Er ist Vollendung im Nichts und doch Al in 3
mal 3 facher Erkenntnis aller Dinge. Er schliesset den Kreis zur N-Jul zum Nichts
aus dem Bewusstsein zum Umbewussten damit dieses wieder bewusst zu werden
vermag.

The original spelling has been respected, even though G6t does not correspond to
any current German word, approaching Gott (God); however, we do not know
exactly what Weisthor was referring to; it would seem that rather than a personal
god, such as that of the Judeo-Christian tradition, he wanted to refer to a primordial
cosmic force underlying creation and race.

Here is the translation:

The nine commandments of Got

1) Gét is all Unity !

2) GOt is "Spirit and Matter,” the Dyad. It carries duality, and is unity and purity
without end.

3) GOt is the Triad. Spirit, Force and Matter. Got Spirit, G6t Origin, Got Being, or
Light of the awakening Sun, the Dyad.

4) Got is Eternal . Like Time, Space, Force in their cycle of becoming [the wheel of
Samsara]?

5) Got is cause and effect. In this way, proceeding from Got flows power, right,
purity and happiness.

6) GOt is generating eternally. The matter, force and spirit of which Goét is the bearer.
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7) Got-beyond the concepts of good and evil-is who determines the seven epochs
of humanity.

8) Authority, in the cycle of becoming, through cause and effect, brings higher :
secret attention.

9) Gbt is beginning without end. The All. It is Perfection in Nothingness, and as the
Whole, in three times three realizations of all things. It completes the Circle in N-
Yule to Nothingness, out of consciousness to unconsciousness, so that it can be
conscious again.

Here instead, from the Halgarita Spriche, a magic formula, in ancient Germanic:
Phal Ende Wodan,

vuolen si holza,

da wart demo Balders,

thu biguolen sinthgurt,

sunna era suistir,

thu biguolen Wodan

so he wola conda

sose bevrenki

sose bluotvrenke

sose lidvrenki

ben zi bena

bluot zi bluoda

lid zi geliden

sose gelimida sin .

Weisthor always remembered the value of the Runes, preserved through different
eras, witnesses of Nordic culture and bearers of destiny and victory through times
and worlds. When Matter prevailed over Spirit, the innermost meaning of the Runes
remained silent, a treasure without language, and the Numbers were used as a
guantity, primal worship became demonic, the gods and noble ancestors at the
origin of the lineage were reviled: the Asians and the Vans. Women's honor was

trampled upon, their clothes became sinful.

It almost sounds like a free version of the Hindu laws of Manu....
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The following epitaph was written on Weisthor's grave in Arolsen:
UNSER LEBEN GEHT DAHIN WIE EIN GESCHWATZ
(Our life passed as a meaningless talk).

This is perhaps the last message of the Wizard, left on the tombstone, over whose
interpretation looms, as always, mystery.
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THE SACRED RELICS

Three were the sacred objects most coveted by all initiatory societies: the Spear of
Longinus, the Holy Grail and the Ark of the Covenant. It is said that between 1935
and 1945 research teams, funded by the Ahnenerbe, moved around the world
looking for these relics.

The Spear, according to rumors and legends, would have conferred power of
dominion on those who possessed it. It had belonged to important historical
figures, such as Emperor Constantine and Charlemagne, founders of the Roman
Empire and the Holy Roman Empire, respectively. Why should it not have also
propitiated the thousand-year Reich dreamed of by Hitler ?

So the weapon of the Roman legionary Longinus could really have seemed most
important in the eyes of the Fihrer, then 20 years old, since he had seen it in the
Schatzkammer of the Hofburg Museum. The visit to the Habsburg treasury had
deeply affected the young watercolorist, and the relic remained in his thoughts,
perhaps more for its symbolic value than for its supposed magical powers.

After the Anschluss of 1938, when Austria, annexed by Germany, became the
Ostmark, Hitler wanted the spear to return to its former home, the Nuremberg
Cathedral, which thus became a shrine of National Socialism, and the Holy Spear
became a veritable object of worship and veneration.

But there were two other objects that interested the metaphysical circles of the
Third Reich: the Holy Grail and the Ark of the Covenant. It seems that the people
charged with researching these two mythical objects, coveted by all occult science
researchers, were basically two: Otto Rahn and Otto Skorzeny, both SS officers. The
latter became famous for leading the operation to free Benito Mussolini from his
imprisonment at Campo Imperatore on the Gran Sasso, as well as for organizing the
operation to thwart the American advance in the Malmédy area.

It is very difficult to say how much truth there is in all these accounts, which
sometimes seem to be the product of the elaboration of legends. American Colonel
Howard Buechner, who had revealed after 40 years of silence that American troops
who had arrived at Dachau had massacred more than 500 SS prisoners, claimed in
his book "The Emerald Bowl-The Golden Ark," that Skorzeny would find the Grail,
which was then sent to Germany, where it would be commandeered by the
Americans. The search would have been done mainly in France, in the area where
the Cathar heresy had spread many centuries earlier. History and legend are
inextricably intertwined, perhaps too many inferences and fantasies devoid of any
basis.

While Skorzeny did not leave many accounts of his activities in these areas, Otto
Rahn wrote about them after he visited Montségur for the first time, touring the
castle ruins, in 1929 with the philosopher Alfred Rosenberg. He noted his travel
impressions in a diary, the contents of which he later reported in two books written
and published in Germany. But the search for the Grail also could not overlook the
'ancient secret kept by the three perfected ones who, according to ancient oral
traditions, allegedly fled Montségur at night with the holy relic. The year was 1244,
practically 700 years before the collapse of the Third Reich. A detail from
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hold in due consideration, as will be seen. All or most historians believe that Rahn
had come to know something of the secret of the Grail, but they do not coincide in
determining what it might have been and how dangerous this knowledge might have
been to the point of leading him to an untimely death. Shining through his books is
a deep admiration for the Cathars who had fought heroically against the invasion
and meddling of the church of Rome, while the Aryan race appeared to be the sole
repository of the legacy of wisdom and mysticism of the civilization of Atlantis.

It is known that in a number of communications directed to Reichsfihrer-SS, Otto
Rahn is said to have informed him that he was very close to the discovery of an
important secret, the nature of which, however, he apparently did not make anyone
aware of, at least apparently. In March 1939 Rahn mysteriously disappeared in the
Swiss Alps and his body was never found. He was said to have allowed himself to
freeze to death, like the warrior-troubadour Bertrand de Born, or like the perfect
Cathars, who allowed themselves to die of starvation in order to leave a world
dominated, according to their beliefs, by an evil demiurge creator of matter. The
rumors that he was killed by the SS themselves because he would not reveal such a
secret would have no logical basis, since one exhaustively interrogates the keeper
of a secret, one does not kill him. But such rumors respond to the logical
disinformation and propaganda campaign run by the Allies. Indeed, after his death
the search continued: in June 1944, when Germany's power was already declining,
Panzerdivision Das Reich arrived in Montségur AND, according to reports, there
was a terrible massacre of civilians in that area, in the small village of Oradour-sur-
Glane, sometimes attributed, with excess of imagination, to a desire to avenge the
Cathars. But we have already seen that it was an operation of war, although
responsibility is as usual dribbled between the two factions.

We continue to investigate, to the extent possible, esoteric research conducted
abroad. In 1941, while the Africa Korps was being deployed in North Africa to
counter British troops, Generalmajor Neumann-Sylkow and von Ravenstein, another
senior officer, traveled to Africa on a secret mission: to check whether, inside the
pyramid of Kheops there was a secret room, never discovered, where the Book of
Thot, supposedly containing the lost knowledge of the civilization of Atlantis, was
hidden.

Recall that such a hypothesis was aired some 30 years ago by an Italian scholar,
Mario Pincherle, who glimpsed inside the great pyramid a very ancient granite
tower, the Zed, of antediluvian origin. In 1993 a German archaeological expedition
had discovered, using a small robot, an inner corridor that ended in front of a
granite door. The expedition was expelled by Egyptian authorities. It is not known
whether the door was opened or not. Meanwhile, the pyramids area is virtually off
limits to foreign archaeologists. And some "independent researchers" (Graham
Hancock, John West and Robert Bauvall) believe that there are secret rooms under
the Kheops pyramid containing ancient information that would prove an Atlantean
origin. Delusional fantasies or worthy hypotheses? We don't know.

One piece of information that makes us uncomfortable: the so-called Kheops

sarcophagus would have the same measurements (89 inches long, 38.7 inches
wide, and 41.2 inches high) as the Ark
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Of the Alliance. Maybe it is a chance. We always have a hard time believing this kind
of randomness.

30



WEWELSBURG
CHATEAU MERVEIL

We have mentioned Wewelsburg Castle as the headquarters of SS esotericism. It is a
strange fortress with an arrow-shaped plan, the unusual structure of which can have
two explanations: the first, the simplest, justifies this shape by the natural shape of
the rocks on which the foundations of the castle were laid; the second wants to
interpret it as an indication of the direction in which it was to go. The direction was
south-north, with the arrowhead pointing precisely to the north. An eccentricity,
considering that the current directrix at the time was east-west.

Its initial construction dates to sometime between 800 and 900 e.v., due to the need
to defend against the invasion of the Huns. The castle would later be expanded in the
early 1100s.

A curiosity: at the entrance to the castle a phrase engraved on the wall during the
Thirty Years' War invited those who wished to seek shelter there to leave: Viele
mochten gern hinein; aber das schaften sie nicht! (Many would wish to enter, but will
not be able to!).

In the following centuries, especially between the 16th and 17th centuries, the area
was the scene of religious wars, and the castle was besieged several times,
damaged more or less seriously and rebuilt. Then it was forgotten, fell into disrepair
and was abandoned, becoming state property.

In 1925 it was turned into an ethnological museum, and 11 years later, in 1934,
Himmler, also at Weisthor's suggestion, bought it to make it the headquarters of the
Black Order. The Reichsfuhrer-SS had been impressed by the shape of the castle,
which he had interpreted as a signpost to the north, to the mythical Thule, the land of
the Hyperboreans, the land from which the Aryans, the Sonnenmenschen, had come
down to spread over the earth. That would have been the center, the navel of the
world.

The Konzentrationslager Niederhagen, a small concentration camp intended to
supply workers to rebuild and renovate the old manor house, was established
nearby.

The architect Herman Bartels, Himmler's trusted man, who followed the instructions
and advice of Karl Maria Wiligut, the wizard Weisthor, was in charge of the
construction. Inside a tower was built the crypt, called the Walhalla by Himmler,
where there were twelve low columns on which the most important officers of the
Black Order could take their places, while a large swastika appeared in the center of
the ceiling dome. The large windows were enlarged so that the center of the hall was
well lit, and on the first floor found a place for the Gruppenfihrersaal, in which more
seats, again twelve in number, were arranged. A crypt at the base of the north tower
was to house the remains of deceased SS leaders.

Not all of the planned work was completed due to wartime events. In 1945, with the
arrival of Allied troops imminent, Himmler decided to set fire to the castle, but the
damage was limited, partly because of the goodness of the construction.

The Allies, as soon as they arrived, commandeered the safe.

There have flourished, as we know, many legends about Nazi esotericism, most of
which we believe were invented out of thin air. Many authors have found it
convenient to develop and credit these legends because, as everyone knows, the
occult and the mysterious, especially the unbelievable, sell much more than serious
and conscientious studies. Yet of the links between Nazism and the occult are
undeniable. Too many vehement clues, as a jurist would say, cannot be accidental.
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Somehow, as noted by Pierluigi Tombetti in his valuable book "The Great Mysteries
of Nazism," the castle is shaped like a spear, and why not think then of Longinus'
spear? This spear pointed to the north, the extreme and distant north ideally tending
toward the ancient Hyperborean homeland, toward the last frozen Thule, the
ancestral land, thus also pointing to the center of the world.

Ceremonies and meetings of the highest-ranking members of the SS took place in
the castle, but almost no documents remain with us.

Here the weddings of SS officers were celebrated by Weisthor himself, who appeared
with a kind of crozier decorated with auspicious runes, using a silver crater engraved
with the magical runes. The crater has now been sold in the United States, where
Himmler's chair, decorated with rune engravings and designed by Weisthor, is also
for sale.

In short, a strange mixture of military and religious elements. How can we not
remember then the Knights Templar, warrior-priests of other times? Or the Teutonic
Knights and Swordbearers?

In the crypt, as already mentioned, were twelve seats reserved for the
Gruppenfuhrer, like a center of the world, like the twelve rays of the sun, like the
twelve months of the year, like the twelve signs of the zodiac, like the twelve
apostles. Anyone with even the slightest knowledge of symbolism cannot be
unaware that the swastika is both a solar and a polar symbol.

The devastating iron and firestorm of World War Il has left us with very little
documentation, but from the few certain information that has come down we know
that on solstices urns containing the ashes of fallen SS officers were placed on
stone pedestals. Certainly rituals must have existed, but the texts containing them
were almost certainly the first documents destroyed or concealed before the
occupation of the castle by the Americans. It seems logical to assume that these
ceremonials were written by the master of ceremonies, the magician, the hierophant
Karl Maria Wiligut, who had taken the name Weisthor, the wise Thor,

We know with certainty that there were special ceremonies, especially designed for
SS members, such as weddings and baptisms. In some ways Germanic rites tended
to replace Christian ones.

But Wewelsburg Castle was not only a center of worship, but also a center of higher
studies.

It is said that expeditions to Tibet and the Gobi Desert were decided here, as well as
one to South America. But these are rumors, echoing like sonorous echoes in the
empty silence of history.

Yet there are still many people who visit the castle not as a historical curiosity but as
a place of pilgrimage. Of course, as a form of civil deterrence and out of respect for
the higher values of democracy, the local authorities have taken steps to close many
rooms (first of all those related to the rites of the Black Order) to the public by means
of grates and bars. It is more difficult to block off visitors who go to the nearby
Externsteine to meditate and to draw on ancient Germanic traditions.

According to reports in some books, which we believe are well documented, the
structure of the underground hall, a kind of crypt, would have many points of
resemblance to the architecture of Mycenaean tombs, and in the center of the hall
would be a gas pipe, which would have been used to light a sacred fire. It is also
remarkable that an echo effect was detected in the center of the crypt. Perhaps itis a
coincidence, but this same phenomenon also occurs in the Great Kalasasaya, the
main temple of Tiwanaku in Bolivia.
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By now everyone believes, without a shadow of a doubt, that mental concentration
and meditation exercises took place in this crypt.

Runic yoga exercises, under the direction of the "magician" Wiligut, are also thought
of. One often detects a strange dichotomy, a kind of contradiction, between the
pagan beliefs of the Nazi inner circle and the fact of considering a sacred relic the
Spear of Longinus, whose shape had perhaps influenced the choice of the castle.
However, it should not be forgotten that for many precursors, such as H.S.
Chamberlain, von List and Lanze von Lieberfels, Jesus Christ was an Aryan of non-
Jewish origin and therefore his blood, which had bathed the spear, was pure.
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SOME MENTION OF FRIEDRICH HIELSCHER

The man who accompanied the condemned Wolfram Sievers to the gallows, reciting
prayers that no one could hear and no one knows, was an eminent scholar figure
about whom much has been speculated, especially with reference to his so-called
"panentheist church.” Born in 1902 in Plauen, Vogtland, he had grown up in Guben,
Niedersachsen. A graduate of classical high school, he had enlisted in the Frei
Korps fighting against the Poles in Upper Silesia until his unit was incorporated into
the German army. Demobilized, he enrolled in the Faculty of Political Science at the
University of Berlin, where, among other things, he was an active member of the
Korps Normannia, a student association devoted to saber dueling.
At university, after this decidedly adventurous and romantic period, he gradually
moved closer to the left wing of the right, mixing German nationalism with socialist
tendencies. He thus entered the intellectual circles of the time, where he also met
Elizabeth Forster-Nietzsche, the philosopher's sister. In 1926 he graduated with a
thesis on sovereignty, earning a double degree, summa cum laude, in both
philosophy and legal history. He had the possibility of pursuing a university career,
but the academic environment was too hostile for him, excessively bureaucratic, in
absolute opposition to his concept of life; he could afford to live without financial
problems for the rest of his existence thanks to the income from his publications. At
that time he had met Ernst Junger, becoming a

active collaborator of revolutionary nationalism. In particular, he
argued that Germans would need a new faith, and his attitude appeared almost more
religious than political, because he felt the need for the birth of an "invisible
church." He lived for a time in the solitude of a presbytery in the Lausitz region, and
wrote the book "Das Reich," published in 1931. Around him gathered a group of
young people, coming from the nationalist revolutionary movements. Among other
things, Hielscher regarded the mass of the National Socialist movement as a kind of
"rabble." His way of conceiving of god was absolutely panentheistic, everything was
contained in him, not a creator god as is usually understood, but a continuously
creating god, a Nietzschean will to power. He thus devised liturgical forms, based on
studies of folklore and mythology. As far as could be known, he had worked out
twenty-four ceremonies.
Hielscher had also taken a critical stance toward National Socialist racism, which
appeared to him to be based on elements that were too biological and therefore
materialistic, therefore a form of exotericism intended for the masses.
In 1944, after von Stauffenberg's failed assassination attempt on Hitler, he was
arrested by the Gestapo, and was set free only through the intervention of Wolfram
Sievers on the condition that he serve the country at the front.
We have already seen how, when Sievers was sentenced to death at Nuremberg,
Hielscher accompanied him to the gallows, after trying unsuccessfully to obtain a
pardon for him, who had entrusted him many times with folkloric and historical
research commissions on behalf of the Ahnenerbe.
On this extreme occasion he performed a mysterious religious farewell ceremony,
which gave rise to a variety of different interpretations.
After the war, he became interested only in his "church," the average age of whose
members continually increased, lacking the turnover of younger elements.
He died in 1990.
His figure has been much distorted, especially in the book "Le matin de magiciens,"
where he is described as an occult esotericist, almost a black magician. On the
other hand,
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knowing Himmler's deep interest in Germanic mythology and the classical rituals of
the Mannerbunde, the activities of the Ahnenerbe, and the events at Wewelsburg
Castle, one can understand how Hielscher may have been presented as a "spiritual
master" or a "secret master.” However, it is certain that he had maintained a great
"mystical friendship" with Sven Hedin, the very famous explorer of Central Asia
(who in one of his books had written "Every sixteenth drop of my blood is of Jewish
origin. | love this sixteenth drop and | really don't want to give it up."”).

It cannot be denied that the doctrines of the inner circle of the Black Order were at
least very close to the Far Eastern ones. It is certain that Hielscher could not be a
Nazi in the strict sense, but certain worldviews in Germany often coincided with
National Socialist worldviews. It must be said that Hielscher's attitude was mystical,
as opposed to Junger's, which was magical. What is the substantial difference ?
The mystic wants to ascend to god (or gods), while the magician meets with god (or
gods) on the same plane, the former kneeling, the latter proudly standing. The
mystic is passive, with a feminine, lunar attitude, while the magician is active, virile,
solar.

Enough for an immediate, basic, illustrative differentiation.

Or perhaps Hielscher wanted to expound a doctrine in exoteric form to gain the
masses, reserving esoteric knowledge for a small circle of "chosen ones" ?

Some, such as Trevor Ravenscroft in his book "The Spear of Destiny," identifies
Hielscher as the future High Priest of Nazism, who would link the SS to the demonic
powers. The hypothesis appears to us quite fanciful and absurd. As also absurd
appears to us the claim of Gerald Suster ("Hitler : Black Magician"), who would see,
in a rather wild fantasy, Hielscher founding the Ahnenerbe in 1933.

Instead, it is certain that Alfred Rosenberg wanted to create a national church of the
Reich, opposed to Christianity, which he considered a Jewish sect adapted for
Gentiles.

In some ways Hielscher's church certainly appears as "pagan,” but without any
Satanist or diabolical views
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HERMAN WIRTH AND THE POLAR MYTH

Herman Wirth, who was born in Utrecht in 1885 and died in Kusel in 1981, was a
Dutch professor naturalized German, who from 1909 to 1919 had been a lecturer in
Dutch philology at the University of Berlin, and in 1925 joined the National Socialist
Party. His studies focused on the graphic symbols of prehistory, and the results of
his research were collected in several books, including two truly monumental

works, Der Aufgang der Menschheit and Die heilige Urschrift der Menschheit.

He was involved in a bitter controversy in 1932 when he published Die Ura Linda
Chronik in Leipzig. Wirth believed it to be an authentic document originating with
the Frisian people, while to his opponents it was merely a forgery. But this is a topic
we will touch on later.

Himmler read Wirth's books, which interested him exceedingly, and wanted to meet
him in 1934. After meeting him personally, he decided to found the Ahnenerbe with
him and Walter Darré.

Darré was a Volksdeutsch who returned to Germany from Argentina and became
Minister of Agriculture, who wanted to identify a people on the basis of blood and
territory (Blut und Bode). The difference between Darré's vision and Himmler's was
that the former saw the ideal type of German in the peasant, while the latter wanted
him to be a warrior.

Wirth resumed the polar theory, previously elaborated by Ludwig Wilser (1850-
1923), who had anthropologically studied the prehistory of the Aryan race. At that
time the prevailing view was that the Aryans originated in Central Asia, in the area of
the Pamir Plateau. In contrast, Wilser in his 1899 work Origin and Prehistory of the
Aryans argued an entirely different thesis: the Aryan race originated in the Arctic
polar area. The principle of "ex oriente lux" was thus demolished.

According to Wilser, the Nordic type, the dolichocephalic blond man, has a pale
complexion that could have developed only in the deep north in remote times. So
the center of spread of the Aryans had to be sought in the subarctic areas, from
which they would have migrated to the south.

The dolichocephalus skull, which is widespread throughout the world, appears
most frequently among tall blond types with blue eyes in northern Europe.

Among other things, Wilser recalled an old Lombard-Byzantine tradition according
to which Scania (present-day Scandinavia) was referred to as vagina gentium, from
which so many peoples would have migrated. So westward would have descended
Celts and lllyrians; eastward, on the other hand, would have descended Thracians,
Lithuanians, Hellenes, Mediterraneans, Slavs, Persians, and Hindus; and in the
center the Germanic tribes, Cimbri, Marsi and Franks, Swabians, Vandals, and
Goths. These Germanic tribes, detached last from the original stock, would be
carriers of the pure Aryan blood and type. According to Wilser, the great ancient
empires (Persian, Greek, Macedonian, Roman) were born out of the victory of the
Aryans over the aboriginal peoples, while other civilizations (Assyrian, Egyptian, and
Cretan) would have developed through the contribution of northern peoples.

Wirth deepened this theory through enormous philological, geological,
anthropological, mythological and symbological research. Anyone who has read his
works must admit, regardless of one's opinion on his conclusions, that his research
was vast and profound, addressing extremely diverse and distant fields of
knowledge. We will also recall, by way of memory, that his fame was at one time
compromised by the diatribes over the Ura Linda Chronik, a supposedly ancient
Saxon chronicle, inherited from a Frisian family, which he had begun to decipher
and which was considered a mystification by some academic scholars.
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The affair has never turned out to be clear, and even to this day there are major
doubts about this document, of whose authenticity we find convinced assertors and
equally convinced deniers.
But let us try to understand what Wirth's theories were and how they developed. In
his most important work (The Rise of Humanity), Herman Wirth refers to two primal
races: a negroid race, coming from Gondwana, a very ancient continent, now almost
totally disappeared, which would have extended from South Americat o ‘'Australia,
passingthrough south-central Africa; anda Finnish, yellow

race,the whichwould have spread
mainly in Asia, but also in Europe and the Americas. This yellow race would have
retained greater purity especially in the Mongolian race. But in addition to the
peoples originating from the different crosses between these two races there would
have existed another primitive human type, of Arctic origin, having better physical
and psychic characteristics: these would have been the primordial prehistoric
races. Among t h e prehistoric races derived from this third racial strain would be
Cromagnon man and Aurignac man, which, however, would be the result of a
crossbreeding of the prenordic race with aboriginal races of Negroid and Finnic
origin. But how to justify the absence of fossil remains of such a primordial Nordic
race, which should have coexisted with the Cromagnon and Aurignac ?
Wirth explains it thus: firstly by attributing to it the custom of exposing corpses
instead of burying them (as also indicated in the oldest Zoroastrian rites of the
Aryan peoples of Persia, who exposed the dead in the Towers of Silence, and as still
done until recent times in Mongolia); consequently fossil finds of this race have
been found only for the middle Stone Age period; and furthermore he identified the
original homeland of the Nordic race with some now vanished polar lands, Plato's
mythical Atlantis.
From geological studies it is known that present-day Greenland extended as far as
joining Europe with America, while considerable deposits of hard coal have been
found under its ice, a clear indication that lush vegetation grew there in ancient
times. It should be added that studies carried out on this hard coal have shown that
it came from trees that developed without the interruption resulting from the winter
break, that is, in an area with a typically tropical climate, quite different from today's
icy climate. The climate would have changed as a result of the shift in the Earth's
axis, which all geologists currently regard as a reality, although they differ on the
identification of the causes of this shift.
The ancient traditions of the Celts, Germans, Iranians and the Hindus preserved the
memory, in mythological form, of an ancient terrible sudden winter that would
descend on the Arctic region, forcing them to migrate south. Almost a deluge of
frost. Hypothesis supported with blunt philological and astronomical evidence by
Bal Gangadhar Tilak.
But Herman Wirth had also done another kind of research, which was innovative at
the time: sanguinoserology.
Put in a very simplified form, by extracting blood from different human types, it had
been noticed that different and different behaviors of both serum and blood
corpuscles were possible, as serum turns out to be more or less apt to agglutinate
the corpuscles of another blood type with which it is mixed. In short, it had then
come to recognize the four blood types now well known (A, B, AB and 0) and related
them to different ethnic groups.
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It had been found that there was a different percentage distribution of blood types in
different ethnic groups, so this was considered a characteristic related to
anthropological factors.

The first group (A) was found to be most represented in the Eurasian Arctic zone,
Iceland and among North American Indians, decreasing southward, as in England
and Italy. It was related to the primordial Nordic race.

The second group (AB) from Sweden branches out to various European countries.
According to Wirth it would be characteristic of a group differentiated from the
primordial race by mutation, perhaps related to climatic or environmental changes.
The third (B) has India as its center, and would be the result of development derived
from the mixing of different races.

Finally, the fourth group (0), which is very rare everywhere, would appear to be
refractory to any mixing and would seem to correspond to the remnants of a very
ancient race, now almost disappeared or totally absorbed by the others.

As noted, the Arctic area would be where most of the traces of the primordial race
would be found: among the Eskimos of East Greenland, the scholar would also find
dolichocephalic blue-eyed blond types.

As aresult of the sudden cold wave consequent to the changed climatic conditions,
the pre-Nordic peoples would have moved southward, and here the hypothesis of
the existence of the Platonic Atlantis, the second Atlantis, into which the center of
northern civilization would have moved, is admitted. From here it would have moved
on one side to Europe, to the east, and on the other side to America, to the west.
Thus the Cromagnons and Aurignacs would be the result of the mixing of North
Atlantic groups with pre-existing races in Europe, and the Solutrean Paleolithic
civilization (17,000-12,000 b.e.v.) and the Magdalenian civilization (12,000-7,000
b.e.v.) would be civilizations of Nordic origin.

Recall that there is a deep chronological gap between the Cromagnon, who were
devoted t o hunting, and the agricultural civilization that appeared after several
millennia. How to bridge this gap to confirm the whole theory? Since no
anthropological traces to this effect had been found, Wirth wanted to study the
symbols, reconstructing their sequence, correspondences and variations, studying
legends, folklore, alphabets and very ancient inscriptions. Through truly painstaking
research he devoted himself to the interpretation of the symbols and traditions of
primitive peoples, with the aim of identifying the routes of the Nordic race in its
gradual departure from the Hyperborean ice.

We find it exceedingly difficult to summarize the Dutch scholar's ponderous studies,
developed in a large and complex work, although his thinking is clear: the North
Atlantic race would have developed a series of symbols, which he called a "sacred
series,” beginning at the winter solstice; these symbols would fix the different
points in the course of the sun's course through the year at the twelve zodiacal
signs. Such a series would have calendar value, and would also correspond to it a
primordial linear alphabet, with its own phonetic roots.

Everyone knows from elementary knowledge of astronomy that, because of the tilt
of the Earth's axis, the winter solstice every 2,000 years falls in a different zodiac
sign. Thus the two millennia of the Vulgar Era would have fallen under the sign of
Pisces, while we would now have moved to that of Aquarius. That is, we switch to a
different zodiac sign every 2,000 years, moving in the opposite direction of the
zodiac. Therefore, every 2,000 years the "sacred series" would have to be updated,
by a different arrangement of its symbols. On this basis Wirth claimed to have found
signs of the passage of civilization
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North-Atlantic in different places where he had traced the symbols of the sacred
series, and had determined their date due to their different arrangement, however,
using various different disciplines to define the chronology of the different
emigrations.

The oldest symbols of the "sacred series" would be those found on petroglyphs
from the Arctic-American area, that is, in the area where the largest percentage of
individuals belonging to the first serological group would have been found, in the
zodiacal period corresponding to the constellation Leo. We will mention in passing
that the winter solstice fell in this constellation between 16,000 and 14,000 b.e.v.
Having thus defined the chronological placement of this primordial civilization, we
moved on to the "sacred series" under the sign of Cancer, which lies further south,
with similar traces in Europe and America, the concordance of which was justified
by a common derivation from a single center of civilization, the mythical Atlantis.
Around 9,000 b.e.v. these concordant signs disappear and the symbols are no
longer unified. But this is precisely the time when ancient traditions have
chronologically located the disappearance of Atlantis.

The directrix of North Atlantic emigration, according to Herman Wirth's theories,
would have developed indicatively from north to south. The North-Atlantic people
developed Cromagnon civilizations in the Franco-Cantabrian area, then crossed the
Rhine and the Danube and reached the Black Sea. Later another route would pass
through the Mediterranean area, from Spain to the Balearic Islands, from Malta to
Crete to Troy. In the archaeologically oldest layers of this city would have been
found traces of a civilization born of the meeting of this directrix with the previous
one. But we may meet the Trojans later.

From Crete the Norse colonized Cyprus and came to Palestine, which took its name
from the Philistines, bitter enemies of the Jews, as found in the biblical stories, the
best known of which is the one about Samson, who allegedly demolished the pillars
on which their temple rested, exterminating them. But this, too, we will touch on
later.

According to Wirth, they were precisely a people of North Atlantic origin.

Our author then glimpsed a third route, which was to be followed by a more
southerly group, the South Atlanteans, who crossed the Strait of Gibraltar, came to
the Atlas Mountains and to Libya (where the ancients recalled that the so-called
blond Libii lived) and then to Egypt, starting the first Pharaonic dynasties.

These migrations would be marked by the traces of the megalithic civilization, of
which we know of dolmens, menhirs and cromlechs. These are mighty
arrangements of giant stones, placed according to symbolic intentions, in which
Wirth believed he could find themes related to his "sacred series" and connected to
the winter solstice.

Among the pre-Nordic peoples a designation often appeared: Am-uri and Ma- uri,
which, in our author's opinion, would be derived from the term Mo-uru ("Land of the
Mother" or "of the Waters"). Indeed, in Morocco we find the Maures, in Brittany and
England the Am-uri (Armoricans), and the Bible mentions the Amorites, a people of
Canaan. Herman Wirth had also hypothesized that the South Atlanteans had made a
whole series of expeditions circumnavigating Africa, on whose shores they would
give rise to various civilizations, all the way to the Persian Gulf in present-day Iraqg.
Here the Sumerian civilization had developed, anticipating and then influencing the
Assyrian and Babylonian civilizations. Sumerian writing is of a linear type and
would be a reflection, again according to the Dutch scholar who had collected an
enormous amount of graphic symbols, of Atlantic ideograms. It had also
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rested on the discovery of archaeological remains found in his time in China, akin to
Sumerian and Egyptian ones and associated with a language that would seem to be
of the Indo-Germanic type of the Kentum group (typical of the Indo-Germans of
Europe) and not of the Satem group (relating instead to those of Asia). And he also
went so far as to hypothesize the arrival of navigators of this origin as far as
Australia, where he found the Ma-uri , who from an anthropological and linguistic
point of view would be different from the Aboriginal ethnic groups, of Negroid and
Mongolian type.

All this would date back to the Stone Age, while later, as early as the Bronze Age,
there would be other various migratory flows. Some Norse-Atlantic peoples would
have come to Ireland about 6,500 e.v., and from this invasion would have arisen the
ancient Irish and Breton legends, about the divine race of the Tuatha de Danann (the
peoples of the goddess Dana), who would then have spread as far as the Frisian
islands in Saxony, then still joined to the European continent. It should be noted that
the name of the Thuata, in runic spelling, is similar to Tinth, god of Hyperborea, lord
of the North Star and the island of Thule. One of the oldest Irish texts, “"Cath Maige
Tuired" (The Battle of Mag Tured), contains a clarification, "The Thuata De Danann
inhabited the islands of the North of the earth, where they learned science, magic,
Druidism, strategy and wisdom, surpassing all the wise in the arts of the pagans."
Having arrived in Friesland, they would settle there, creating a new center in the
North Sea, in aregion later slowly submerged by water, of which one of the few
remnants would be the island of Helgoland (= heiliges Land, sacred land).

These peoples were mentioned by Tacitus as the Ingveonians, who on the North Sea
coast would have mixed with local peoples of Finnic origin. And the currently known
runes, those of the Futhark, would be the latest derivative of the evolution of the
solar "sacred series."

Wirth had made a tremendous amount of comparisons between different symbols
and different prehistoric linear scripts: megalithic culture, Numidian, Berber,
Safaitic, Magdalenian, ancient Ethiopian, archaic Chinese, Minoan, Iberian, Trojan,
predynastic Egyptian, Nabaitic, Sumerian, Libyan, Elamitic, Canarian, but the list
would still be very long.

From the study of symbols, oral traditions and legends handed down in historical
times, Wirth had deduced that the North Atlantic race would follow a monotheistic
religion of the solar type, with rebirth of the sun at each winter solstice, celebrated
then by very different peoples with rituals and deities differing in name but not much
in symbolism. Even Christian Christmas would be affected by this prehistoric
religion, and many episodes in the life of Christ, from the number of apostles to the
crucifixion (similar to Odin's crucifixion to obtain the runes of knowledge), would
reflect these ancient influences. And the author comes to the definition of a
primordial monotheism, which he calls "cosmic northern Christianity," thousands of
years old.

We have tried to summarize in a fairly simple and reductive form the deductions and
results of Herman Wirth's research, in which deep and erudite research intersects
with insights.

We must add one more consideration: it seems very strange that at present most
authors dealing with the history of the culture of Nazism, its Weltanschaung and the
Ahnenerbe, do not delve into the theories and studies of Herman Wirth, dismissing
him as an imaginative and imaginative person, and neglecting that great amount of
research he initiated, which would perhaps deserve greater attention and
investigation, also in the light of current scientific developments, which can provide
new and more refined tools of analysis.
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Probably many of this scholar's theories are not completely acceptable, but
certainly all of his studies have been of considerable breadth and depth.

We have the doubt that perhaps it has always been quoted second and third hand,
that is, quotes of quotes of quotes.

And in part the Oura-Linda Kronik affair was used to discredit him. But more on that
later.

In the meantime, we want to add some news that we were able to gather from
contacts we had with people who had known him and had been in contact with him
during the last years of his life. Wirth was working on a monumental work on the
origin of the Hebrew people, whom he believed were originally a tribe of slaves from
the distant Gobi civilization who migrated with the Hyperboreans when their
civilization was destroyed. It was his firm opinion that the book of Genesis was
actually a Hebrew transposition of antediluvian traditions of the Sumerians. In 1981,
after Herman Wirth's death, the manuscript was never found again. Another
unfathomable mystery.

"PUV BIST NICHTS
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DIE URA LINDA CHRONIK

We have just mentioned a controversial affaire concerning this text. We therefore
feel it is incumbent upon us to mention at least briefly this fact, which had great
resonance at the time and marked Wirth's entire life.

Indeed, this book has started a contentious scholarly querelle. Appearing in the
second half of the 19th century, it would be the last transcription of an ancient
manuscript, copied and recopied over centuries by a family that would thus pass it
down from generation to generation. Its contents are complex: history, religion and
mythology of the Frisians.

The text was circulated in 1867 by Cornelis Over de Linden, who claimed to have
inherited it from his grandfather, who would give it to him on his deathbed,

reporting that it had been handed down for centuries in his family, being carefully
recopied when the text began to deteriorate. Over de Linden talked to a bookseller

in Friesland, a certain Eelco Verwijs, about translating and publishing it, but the
bookseller just would not hear of it. After 5 years, in 1872, Dr. Jan Gerhardus
Ottema, a member of the Friesch Genootschap ter Beoefening van Friesche
Geschiedenis, Oudheid en Taalkunde (Friesian Provincial Association for the
Development of Friesian History, Archaeology and Linguistics), published the first
translation of the book into Dutch, and four years later the English translation
appeared. The original text was written in Old West Frisian, a language of the Indo-
European strain, similar to German. The manuscript is said to have ascended to
1256 of the vernacular era, although it is a transcription of much older texts,
compiled by several generations of the family between 2194 b.e.v. and 803 e.v.

If authentic, this would be the oldest document relating to European prehistory. The
manuscript, among other things, states that Europe and neighboring lands were
ruled by a number of Reverend Mothers, who headed orders of virgin priestesses, a
sort of ante litteram Vestals, who were devoted to the worship of the goddess Freyja,
daughter of the supreme god Wralda.

The oldest part of the text, dating from 2194 b.e.v., is called "Freyja's Text." The
central part of the manuscript, the largest, occupies about half of the text. It is the
"Book of Adela's Followers," the drafting of which would be dated around the sixth
century b.e.v., based, however, on earlier, much older writings. Subsequent
sections appear rather ragged, while the last, most recent one, the so-called Hide
Ura Linda letter, would be from 1256 e.v.

The book mentions ancient human races, which have now disappeared, and a place
called Atland, which was reportedly submerged by waters in 2194 b.e.v.

The book's publication immediately stirred a hornet's nest of controversy, and
academia immediately showed deep and unconcealed skepticism about its possible
authenticity even at the mere mention of the mythical Atlantis.

On the other hand, the book was appreciated, in the first half of the 20th century,
generally by all German nationalists and especially by sympathizers of National
Socialism, while - on the contrary - it was vituperated and criticized by their
opponents. Even so, it must be said that the text clearly indicated the Nordic origin
of European civilization, as opposed to the thesis pointing to the Middle East as its
birthplace, but it certainly did not skimp on criticism of the habits and customs of
the ancient Germans, who were considered barbarians.

Linguistic analysis done by an erudite German academic, already skeptical of the
manuscript, decreed that there were linguistic inaccuracies, which were attributed
to skillful forgery: in other words, the style and form would denote an origin later
than the indicated dates. Thus, the condemnation
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of the academic world was, as always, unanimously choral. Yet it should be
remembered that it was, according to what was stated from its first appearance on
the book market, the 'last in a very long series of transcriptions, so one cannot
discard the hypothesis that each copyist slightly retouched and modified it,
somewhat as happened with manuscript codices of the Middle Ages, of which, as is
well known, several lessons and variants have come down to us.

Many assumptions have been made about the identity of an alleged forger of the
book, beginning with the aforementioned Cornelis Over de Linden, however, no
concrete evidence has ever been found in this regard.

After World War I, in 1949, thus at a time when pangermanism could hardly be in
vogue nor was the concept of the Aryan race in vogue, writer Harold Wilkins
published the book Secret Cities of Old South America, in which he brought several
arguments in support of the manuscript's authenticity. However, in 2004 historian
Goffe Jensma argued that it was a forgery.

We do not consider ourselves qualified to pass judgment on the authenticity or
otherwise of this manuscript, and the question remains unresolved for us.

We take the liberty, however, to make a caveat: a similar case occurred with the
well-known ancient Piri Reis map, the one that, we recall, describes the coasts of
South America and Antarctica as they were about ten thousand years ago. Some
scholars from renowned U.S. universities had opined that it was an original and
credible document, then other scholars, also from renowned universities, had
decreed its falsity. Who can we believe ? Yet the most recent studies carried out
later have pointed out that the map was more accurate than those in use some fifty
years ago.

The only thing certain is that one group of scholars erred in their judgment. Which
one ? Can we still have blind faith in academics ?
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TIBET RESEARCH AND SOMETHING ELSE

Perhaps the anthropological research carried out in Tibet is the one about which
more is known - compared to the Ahnenerbe's other activities - thanks to the
remaining documentation, the reports by Ernst Schafer and Heinrich Harrer, and the
Hollywood version, certainly not too close to reality, that appeared on movie
screens under the name "Seven Years in Tibet."

German scholars believed that several Indo-European traditions had survived in
Tibet, both as archaeological remains and, more importantly, as anthropological
remnants. This was clear from Herman Wirth's theories of the spread of Indo-Aryan
peoples, both on the basis of serological studies and that of the symbols of the so-
called "sacred series."

German explorers, in order to study the Tibetans from a scientific point of view,
managed to analyze dozens and dozens of them, collecting their anthropometric
measurements, making casts of their faces, and extended the scope of their
research to neighboring Sikkim as well. Particular care was taken to determine skull
shape and size. According to Wirth's theories, validated by Schéfer's research, the
Tibetans, racially speaking, were somewhere between the Europids and the
Mongolids. This would have resulted especially in the examination of the upper
classes of the Tibetan aristocracy, whose complexion was lighter than that of the
mass of the population, and whose physiognomic features were closer to those of
Europeans. Thus, on the basis of research done in the field, it was deduced that
European somatic features increased proportionally with the level of the caste they
belonged to.

It has also been said that one of the occult purposes of the expedition was as well
the search for Shamballah, the mythical kingdom of the King of the World, located
underground, an entrance to which would have been located in those parts, perhaps
near Mount Kaylas, but this is a hypothesis that does not seem to have been
supported by concrete evidence.

The 'last of the expeditions to Tibet was begun in 1939, under the leadership of
Heinrich Harrer, but was nipped in the bud by the outbreak of World War Il when the
German expedition members were still in Karachi.

Previously, in 1938, Ahnenerbe had organized an expedition there. The leader of the
expedition, Dr. Ernst Schafer, was a biologist, zoologist, ethnologist and above all
an accomplished mountaineer, who had already participated in a number of
expeditions to eastern and central Tibet in 1930-32 and 1934-36.

The first, in 1930, had been an expedition organized by the Academy of Natural
Sciences in Philadelphia, while the following year another was organized and
directed by Brooke Dolan, a wealthy scion of an American magnate family and
chronic alcoholic, who would die in 1945. The ‘exploration was completed in 1932
and was described by the German in the book "Berge, Buddha und Béren."
(Mountains, Buddhas and Bears).

Upon returning to Germany, the explorer resumed his university studies in zoology
and in 1933 joined the NSDAP and became a member of the SS.

In 1934 Dolan organized a second expedition, with funding from the Academy of
Natural Sciences in Philadelphia, in part to escape from the United States, where he
had had major drinking problems, with related heavy scandals. Also a member of
the expedition, in addition to Schaefer, was Marion Duncan, a Christian missionary
who had already traveled for years in Tibet and China, with whom German had a
difficult relationship. Also initially participating in the expedition was Emilie
Gerhard, Dolan's wife, who soon had enough and decided to return to
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more civilized and less inconvenient places. Thus the heteroclite expedition
remained composed of an alcoholic, a missionary and an SS man. At one point
Dolan ran away, abandoning his comrades; when Schéafer met him after eight
months, he was forced to apologize to the German, who had threatened him with
burning all the expedition's artifacts.

Recall that another Brooke Dolan expedition was funded in 1942 by the Office of
Strategic Services (OSS) to explore Tibet, right on the heels of the German
expedition.

Back in Germany again, in 1936 Schéafer was appointed Untersturmfihrer- SS
honoris causa. He thus had the opportunity to propose to Himmler that he sponsor
a Germanic expedition to Tibet. The Reichsflihrer enthusiastically took up the young
SS man's idea and warmly supported the initiative, including financially.

In 1938 he organized the German expedition, under the auspices of the Ahnenerbe.
At that time there was fierce competition for control of culture between Himmler and
Rosenberg, one with the Ahnenerbe and the other with the Amt-Rosenberg. The
Reichsfuhrer-SS would also have wanted SS officer Edmund Kiss, a follower of
Horbiger's WEL (Welteislehre or Glacial Cosmogony) theory, to participate in the
expedition. Kiss had already been to Bolivia, where he had met Arthur Posnansky,
who had introduced him to the ruins of Tiwanaku and also helped him carry out
anthropological studies. Here he had also seen a head with Nordic characters
carved in the Andes. Schaefer, who did not wish to have him around as he did not
consider the Horbigerian theory valid, found the excuse that he was too old to
endure the hardships of an expedition to central Asia. Funding for the expedition
was secured 80 percent by the Werberat der Deutschen Wirtschaft, as well as by the
Volkischer Beobachter (for obvious propaganda reasons), IG Farben and the
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft.

In addition to Schéafer, four SS Obersturmfihrer were part of the group: the
"technical" expedition leader Edmund Geer, anthropologist and ethnologist Bruno
Beger, geographer and geomagnetologist Dr. Karl Wienert, and photographer and
film operator Ernst Krause. The official purpose of the expedition was to study the
Tibetan region from an anthropological, geographical, zoological and botanical
point of view. But Himmler was also interested in establishing contact with the
abbot of Reting, who became regent of the country in 1934, a year after the death of
the thirteenth Dalai Lama. In fact, the fourteenth Dalai Lama, the one currently in
office, was three years old in 1938 and would take office as recently as 1940.

After returning home in 1936, Schafer had married, but his young wife had died the
following year in an ill-fated hunting accident in Germany. The explorer was greatly
shaken, partly because it seems that the accident had been caused by his own
recklessness, and he manifested his nervousness and inner malaise throughout the
subsequent expedition.

The German scouts, who left Genoain May 1938, arrived in Calcutta, where a fierce
press campaign organized by the British awaited them, who accused them in no
uncertain terms of being Gestapo spies.

At that time there was a fierce Hindu pro-Nazi movement, headed by Subhas
Chandra Bose, a member of the radical Congress party, who met with members of
the expedition. And recall that later, during World War I, there also existed a Hindu
Waffen-SS unit, consisting mostly of former prisoners of war who had already been
conscripted by the British.
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Schafer traveled as far as Darjeeling, where, despite the opposition of the local
British resident, one Richardson, he obtained from the Anglo-Indian authorities,
after a long wait, a visa valid for six months to go to Sikkim, the small Himalayan
state that is a compulsory passage into Tibet. In early July, with two and a half tons
of luggage, the expedition left Calcutta, heading by rail to the foothills of the
Himalayas, where the long march began. In the sound commentary of the film shot
by Krause one can hear, "Our destination is the Divine Throne, there on high."

In Sikkim they obtained the help of a generous maharaja, and the expedition
continued northward, with about ten natives and fifty mules, right through the
monsoon season, and was slowed by rains, mud and landslides, being forced to
camp for two weeks at an altitude of 4,500 meters. Finally the Germans arrived at
the foot of Kanchenjunga .

Here Schéafer and Krause were invited by a prominent Tibetan prince to his summer
residence in Doptra, who undertook to present the expedition in favorable terms to
the authorities in Lhasa. At the end of September, having concluded their research
in Sikkim, the Germans returned to Gangtok to attend the annual ritual of the "war
dance of the gods.” Here Schafer met an important politician, to whom he
expounded, with the help of an interpreter, the program and aims of the expedition.
In the meantime Bruno Beger had begun to treat the natives, thanks to his medical
