MARKS OF CAIN, MARKING THE JEW
Jewish hat

This article is about the headgear of medieval European Jews. For the modern Jewish skullcap, see
Kippah.

The Jewish hat also known as the Jewish cap, Judenhut (German) or Latin pileus cornutus ("horned
skullcap"), was a cone-shaped pointed hat, often white or yellow, worn by Jews in Medieval Europe
and some of the Islamic world. Initially worn by choice, its wearing was enforced in some places in
Europe after the 1215 Fourth Council of the Lateran for adult male Jews to wear while outside a ghetto
to distinguish them from others. Like the Phrygian cap that it often resembles, the hat may have
originated in pre-Islamic Persia, as a similar hat was worn by Babylonian Jews.[dead link]

Modern distinctive or characteristic Jewish forms of male headgear include the kippah (skullcap),
shtreimel, spodik, kolpik, kashkets, and fedora; see also Hasidic headwear.

Europe
Shape

The shape of the hat is variable. Sometimes, especially in the thirteenth century, it is a soft Phrygian
cap, but rather more common in the early period is a hat with a round circular brim—apparently stiff—
curving round to a tapering top that ends in a point,[1] called the "so-called oil-can type" by Sara
Lipton.[2] Smaller versions perching on top of the head are also seen. Sometimes a ring of some sort
encircles the hat an inch or two over the top of the head. In the fourteenth century a ball or bobble
appears at the top of the hat, and the tapering end becomes more of a stalk with a relatively constant
width.[3] The top of the hat becomes flatter, or rounded (as in the Codex Manesse picture). The
materials used are unclear from art, and may have included metal and woven plant materials as well as
stiffened textiles and leather.

By the end of the Middle Ages the hat is steadily replaced by a variety of headgear including exotic
flared Eastern style hats, turbans and, from the fifteenth century, wide flat hats and large berets. In
pictures of Biblical scenes these sometimes represent attempts to portray the contemporary dress of the
(modern) time worn in the Holy Land, but all the same styles are to be seen in some images of
contemporary European scenes. Where a distinctive pointed Jewish hat remains it has become much
less defined in shape, and baggy. Loose turbans, wide flat hats, and berets, as well as new fur hat styles
from the Pale of Settlement, remain associated with Jews up to the eighteenth century and beyond.
History

German Jews of the twelfth century. From Herrad von Landsperg, Hortus deliciarum.

In Europe, the Jewish hat was worn in France from the eleventh century, and Italy from the twelfth,
presumably arriving from the Islamic world. Under Jewish law, observant Jews should keep their heads
covered almost all the time.[4] Unlike the yellow badge, the Jewish hat is often seen in illustrated
Hebrew manuscripts, and was later included by German Jews in their seals and coats of arms,
suggesting that at least initially it was regarded by European Jews as "an element of traditional garb,
rather than an imposed discrimination".[5] The hat is also worn in Christian pictures by figures such as
Saint Joseph and sometimes Jesus (see below). However, once "made obligatory, the hat, hitherto
deliberately different from hats worn by Christians, was viewed by Jews in a negative light".[6] A law



in Breslau in 1267 said that since Jews had stopped wearing the pointed hats they used to wear, this
would be made compulsory.[7]

The Fourth Council of the Lateran of 1215 ruled that Jews and Muslims must be distinguishable by
their dress (Latin "habitus"), the rationale given being: "In some provinces the dress of Jews and
Saracens distinguishes them from Christians, but in others a degree of confusion has arisen, so that they
cannot be recognised by any distinguishing marks. As a result, in error Christians have sexual
intercourse with Jewish or Saracen women, and Jews and Saracens have intercourse with Christian
women. In order that the crime of such an accursed mingling shall not in future have an excuse and an
evasion under the pretext of error, we resolve that (Jews and Saracens) of both sexes in all Christian
lands shall distinguish themselves publicly from other people by their dress. According to the testimony
of scripture, such a precept was already made by Moses (Lev.19.19; Deut.22.5.11)".[8]

However, not all European medieval monarchs followed these pontifical resolutions. King Andrew II of
Hungary (1177 — 1235), ignored on several occasions demands from the Pope, which gained him
excommunication twice. At that time many Jews were in royal service. The excommunications even
forbade Andrew II from being present at his daughter Elisabeth of Hungary's canonization in Germany.
[9] The hat was mostly found north of the Alps, despite some of the earliest examples being seen in
Italy, and was not found in Spain.

Additional rules were imposed by local rulers at various times. The council decision was confirmed by
the Council of Vienne of 1311-12. In 1267 the hat was made compulsory in Vienna. A doctor was
given a temporary dispensation from wearing it in Venice in 1528, at the request of various
distinguished patients[10] (at the time in Venice each profession had special clothing rules). Pope Paul
IV ordered in 1555 that in the Papal States it must be a yellow, peaked hat, and from 1567 for twenty
years it was compulsory in Lithuania, but by this period it is rarely seen in most of Europe.[11] As an
outcome of the Jewish Emancipation its use was formally discontinued, although it had been declining
long before that, and is not often seen after 1500; the various forms of the yellow badge were far more
long-lasting.[12] This was an alternative form of distinguishing mark, not found in Europe before 1215,
and later reintroduced by the Nazis. It was probably more widely required by local laws, for example
English legislation concentrated on the badge, which took the form of the two Tablets of the Law. In
some pictures from all parts of the Middle Ages, rabbis or other Jewish leaders wear the Jewish hat
when other Jews do not, which may reflect reality.[13]

Christian painting of an Old Testament sacrifice, 1483, with various forms of Jewish hat, as well as
turbans and other exotic styles. By this date it is hard to judge how illustrations like these relate to
actual contemporary dress in Europe, or are an attempt to recreate historically appropriate ancient dress
from styles of the contemporary Middle East.

Daniel in stained glass, Augsburg, Germany, first half of twelfth century

Jews burned alive, from the Nuremberg Chronicle (1493)

This Jewish figure wearing a Jewish hat, in a detail of a medieval Hebrew calendar, reminded Jews
of the palm branch (Lulav), the myrtle twigs, the willow branches, and the citron (Etrog) to be held in
the hand and to be brought to the synagogue during the holiday of sukkot, near the end of the autumn

holiday season.

Burning and killing of Jews by Folkmar, Prague



twelfth-century German Nativity of Mary with Joachim wearing the hat
Coat of arms of Judenburg, Austria.

Valdemar Atterdag holding Visby to ransom, 1361, by Carl Gustaf Hellgvist (1851-1890) features a
Jewish merchant wearing a Judenhut (at right).

In art

The Jewish hat is frequently used in medieval art to denote Jews of the Biblical period. Often the Jews
so shown are those shown in an unfavourable light by the story being depicted, such as the money-
changers expelled by Jesus from the Temple (Matthew 21:12—17), but this is by no means always the
case. The husband of Mary, Saint Joseph, is often shown wearing a Jewish hat, and Jesus himself may
be shown wearing one, especially in depictions of the Meeting at Emmaus, where his disciples do not
recognise him at first (Luke.24.13-32).[14] Sometimes it is used to distinguish Jews from other peoples
such as Egyptians or Philistines. It is often depicted in art from times and places where the hat does not
seem to have actually been commonly worn by Jews, "as an external and largely arbitrary sign devised
by Christian iconographers”, one of a number of useful visual ways of identifying types of persons in
medieval art.[15]

In notable contrast to forms of Jewish badge, the Jewish hat is often seen in Hebrew manuscript
illuminations such as Haggadot made in medieval Europe (picture above). In the Birds' Head Haggadah
(Germany, c. 1300), the figures wear the hat when sitting to eat the Passover Seder.[16]

However, in Christian art the wearing of the hat can be sometimes be seen to express an attitude to
those wearing it. In one extreme example in a manuscript of the Bible moralisée, an illustration shows
the rod of Aaron, which has turned into a serpent, turning on the Pharaoh's magicians (Exodus, 7:10-
12); Moses and Aaron do not wear the hat but the Egyptian magicians do, signifying not that they are
Jews, but that they are like Jews, i.e. on the wrong side of the dispute. The paired roundel below shows
two tonsured clerics confronting a group of hat-wearing Jews, and has a Latin caption explaining
"Moses and Aaron signify good prelates who, in explaining the words of the Gospel, devour the false
words of the Jews".[17] In another scene showing the conversion of Jews and other non-Christians at
the end of the world, a series of figures show different stages of removing their hats to signify the
stages they have reached in their conversion, so that "the hat does not just identify Jews; it functions
independently of its placement to signify infidelity and recalcitrant Jewishness".[18]

On coinage

Judenkopf Groschen

William III the Brave (1425-1482) of Meissen, minted a silver groschen known as the Judenkopf
Groschen. Its obverse portrait shows a man with a pointed beard wearing a Judenhut, which the
populace took as depicting a typical Jew.[19]

Regulated dress for Jews in the Islamic world

For dhimmis to be clearly distinguishable from Muslims in public, Muslim rulers often prohibited
dhimmis from wearing certain types of clothing, while forcing them to put on highly distinctive
garments, usually of a bright colour. These included headgear, though this was not usually the primary
element. At some times the regulated dress of Christians and Jews differed, at others it did not. As in



Europe, the degree to which the recorded regulations were enforced is hard to assess, and probably
varied greatly.

Islamic scholars cited the Pact of Umar in which Christians supposedly took an obligation to "always
dress in the same way wherever we may be, and... bind the zunar [wide belt] round our waists". Al-
Nawawi required dhimmis to wear a piece of yellow cloth and a belt, as well as a metallic ring, inside
public baths.[20]

Regulations on dhimmi clothing varied frequently to please the whims of the ruler. Although the
initiation of such regulations is usually attributed to Umar I, historical evidence suggests that it was the
Abbasid caliphs who pioneered this practice. In 850 the caliph al-Mutawakkil ordered Christians and
Jews to wear both a sash called a zunnah and a distinctive kind of shawl or headscarf called a taylasin
(the Christians had already been required to wear the sash).[21] He also required them to wear small
bells in public baths. In the eleventh century, the Fatimid caliph Al-Hakim, whose various extreme
decrees and actions are usually attributed to mental illness, ordered Christians to put on half-meter
wooden crosses and Jews to wear wooden calves around their necks. In the late twelfth century,
Almohad ruler Abu Yusuf ordered the Jews of the Maghreb to wear dark blue garments with long
sleeves and saddle-like caps. His grandson Abdallah al-Adil made a concession after appeals from the
Jews, relaxing the required clothing to yellow garments and turbans. In the sixteenth century, Jews of
the Maghreb could only wear sandals made of rushes and black turbans or caps with an extra red piece
of cloth.[22]

Ottoman sultans continued to regulate the clothing of their non-Muslim subjects. In 1577, Murad III
issued a firman forbidding Jews and Christians from wearing dresses, turbans, and sandals. In 1580, he
changed his mind, restricting the previous prohibition to turbans and requiring dhimmis to wear black
shoes; Jews and Christians also had to wear red and black hats, respectively. Observing in 1730 that
some Muslims took to the habit of wearing caps similar to those of the Jews, Mahmud I ordered the
hanging of the perpetrators. Mustafa III personally helped to enforce his decrees regarding clothes. In
1758, he was walking incognito in Istanbul and ordered the beheading of a Jew and an Armenian seen
dressed in forbidden attire. The last Ottoman decree affirming the distinctive clothing for dhimmis was
issued in 1837 by Mahmud II. Discriminatory clothing was not enforced in those Ottoman provinces
where Christians were the majority, such as Greece and the Balkans.[22]

Regulated dress for Jews in the Christian world

In reaction to the growth of secular state powers, Pope Paul IV ordered in 1599 that all Jews were
required to wear the yellow hat "under the severest penalties." The people of Rome responded by
tearing down a brand new statue of the pope, "dressed the head in the yellow cap of a Jew and after
dragging it through the streets for hours hurled it into the Tiber"

Yellow badges (or yellow patches)
, also referred to as Jewish badges (German: Judenstern, lit. Jew's star), are badges that Jews were

ordered to wear in public during certain periods by the ruling Christians and Muslims. The badges
served to mark the wearer as a religious outsider, and often served as a badge of shame.[1]

Usage
Islamic world



The practice of wearing special markings in order to distinguish Jews and other non-Muslims
(Dhimmis) in Muslim-dominated countries seems to have been introduced by Umayyad Caliph Umar II
in early 8th century. The practice was reissued and reinforced by Caliph Al-Mutawakkil (847-861),
subsequently remaining in force for centuries.[2][3] A genizah document from 1121 gives the following
description of decrees issued in Baghdad:

Two yellow badges [are to be displayed], one on the headgear and one on the neck. Furthermore,
each Jew must hang round his neck a piece of lead with the word Dhimmi on it. He also has to wear a
belt round his waist. The women have to wear one red and one black shoe and have a small bell on
their necks or shoes.[4]

Medieval Catholic Europe

In largely Catholic Medieval Europe Jews and Muslims were required to wear distinguishable clothing
in some periods. These measures were not seen as being inconsistent with Sicut Judaeis. Although not
the first ecclesiastic requirement for non-Christians to wear distinguishable clothing, the Fourth
Council of the Lateran headed by Pope Innocent III ruled in 1215 that Jews and Muslims must wear
distinguishable dress (Latin habitus). Canon 68 reads, in part:

In some provinces a difference in dress distinguishes the Jews or Saracens from the Christians, but in
certain others such a confusion has grown up that they cannot be distinguished by any difference. Thus
it happens at times that through error Christians have relations with the women of Jews or Saracens,
and Jews and Saracens with Christian women. Therefore, that they may not, under pretext of error of
this sort, excuse themselves in the future for the excesses of such prohibited intercourse, we decree that
such Jews and Saracens of both sexes in every Christian province and at all times shall be marked off
in the eyes of the public from other peoples through the character of their dress. Particularly, since it
may be read in the writings of Moses [Numbers 15:37—41], that this very law has been enjoined upon
them.[5]

Innocent I1I had in 1199 confirmed Sicut Judaeis, which was also confirmed by Pope Honorius III in
1216. In 1219, Honorius III issued a dispensation to the Jews of Castile,[6] the largest Jewish
population in Europe. Spanish Jews normally wore turbans, which presumably met the requirement to
be distinctive.[7] Elsewhere, local laws were introduced to bring the canon into effect.[8] The
identifying mark varied from one country to another, and from period to period.

In 1227, the Synod of Narbonne, in canon 3, ruled:

That Jews may be distinguished from others, we decree and emphatically command that in the center
of the breast (of their garments) they shall wear an oval badge, the measure of one finger in width and
one half a palm in height ...[5]

However, these ecclesiastic pronouncements required legal sanctions of a temporal authority. In 1228,
James I of Aragon ordered Jews of Aragon to wear the badge;[6] and in 1265, the Siete Partidas, a legal
code enacted in Castile by Alfonso X but not implemented until many years later, included a
requirement for Jews to wear distinguishing marks.[9] On 19 June 1269, Louis IX of France imposed a
fine of ten livres (one livre was equivalent to a pound of silver) on Jews found in public without a
badge (Latin: rota, "wheel", French: rouelle or roue).[6][10] The enforcement of wearing the badge is
repeated by local councils, with varying degrees of fines, at Arles 1234 and 1260, Béziers 1246, Albi
1254, Nimes 1284 and 1365, Avignon 1326 and 1337, Rodez 1336, and Vanves 1368.[6] The "rota"



looked like a ring of white or yellow.[11] The shape and color of the patch also varied, although the
color was usually white or yellow. Married women were often required to wear two bands of blue on
their veil or head-scarf.[12]

In 1274, Edward I of England enacted the Statute of Jewry, which also included a requirement:

Each Jew, after he is seven years old, shall wear a distinguishing mark on his outer garment, that is to
say, in the form of two Tables joined, of yellow felt of the length of six inches and of the breadth of
three inches.[13][14]

In German-speaking Europe, a requirement for a badge was less common than the Judenhut or Pileum
cornutum (a cone-shaped head dress, common in medieval illustrations of Jews). In 1267, in a special
session, the Vienna city council required Jews to wear a Judenhut; the badge does not seem to have
been worn in Austria.[15] There is a reference to a dispensation from the badge in Erfurt on 16 October
1294, the earliest reference to the badge in Germany.[6]

There were also attempts to enforce the wearing of full-length robes, which in late 14th century Rome
were supposed to be red. In Portugal a red star of David was used.[16]

Enforcement of the rules was variable; in Marseilles the magistrates ignored accusations of breaches,
and in some places individuals or communities could buy exemption. Cathars who were considered
"first time offenders" by the Catholic Church and the Inquisition were also forced to wear yellow
badges, albeit in the form of crosses, about their person.

In the 1277 caricature "Aaron, Son of the Devil", Aaron wears a badge with the Tablets of the Law.
Jews (identifiable by rouelle) being burned at the stake. From medieval manuscript.
Jewish ring from a Hebrew Passover manuscript, German 15th century.

16th-century watercolour of a Jew from Worms, Germany. The rota or Jewish ring on the cloak,
moneybag, and garlic bulb are symbols of antisemitic ethnic stereotypes.

The yellow badge is different from the Jewish hat (or Judenhut), a cone-shaped hat, which is seen in
many illustrations from before this date, and remained the key distinguishing mark of Jewish dress in
the Middle Ages.[17] From the 16th century, the use of the Judenhut declined, but the badge tended to
outlast it, surviving into the 18th century in places.[18]

Nazi Germany and Axis Powers

Yellow badge made mandatory by the Nazis in France

After the German invasion of Poland in 1939 there were initially different local decrees requiring Jews
to wear a distinctive sign under the General Government. The sign was a white armband with a blue
Star of David on it; in the Warthegau a yellow badge in the form of a Star of David on the left side of
the breast and on the back.[19] The requirement to wear the Star of David with the word Jude (German
for Jew) — inscribed in letters meant to resemble Hebrew writing — was then extended to all Jews over
the age of six in the Reich and the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia (by a decree issued on
September 1, 1941, signed by Reinhard Heydrich[20][21]) and was gradually introduced in other
German-occupied areas, where local words were used (e.g., Juif in French, Jood in Dutch).



One observer reported that the star increased German non-Nazi sympathy for Jews as the impoverished
citizens who wore them were, contrary to Nazi propaganda, obviously not the cause of German failure
in the east. In Czechoslovakia, the government had to ban hat tipping toward Jews and other courtesies
that became popular as protests against the German occupation. A whispering campaign that claimed
that the action was in response to the United States government requiring German Americans to wear
swastikas was unsuccessful.[22]

Timeline

Islamic world

717-720

Caliph Umar II orders Jews to wear vestimentary distinctions (called giyar, i.e., distinguishing
marks)
84761

Caliph Al-Mutawakkil reinforces and reissues the edict. Christians are required to wear patches. One
of the patches was to be worn in front of the breast and the other on the back. They were required to be
honey-colored.[23]
887/8

Saracen governor of Sicily orders Jews to wear on their garments and put on their doors a piece of
cloth in the form of donkey and to wear yellow belts and special hats.[3]

Medieval and Early Modern Europe

1215

Fourth Lateran Council headed by Pope Innocent III declares: "Jews and Saracens of both sexes in
every Christian province and at all times shall be marked off in the eyes of the public from other
peoples through the character of their dress."[24]
1219

Pope Honorius III issues a dispensation to the Jews of Castile.[6] Spanish Jews normally wore
turbans in any case, which presumably met the requirement to be distinctive.[7]
1222

Archbishop of Canterbury Stephen Langton orders English Jews to wear a white band two fingers
broad and four fingers long.[6]
1227

Synod of Narbonne rules: "That Jews may be distinguished from others, we decree and emphatically
command that in the center of the breast (of their garments) they shall wear an oval badge, the measure
of one finger in width and one half a palm in height."[24]
1228

James I orders Jews of Aragon to wear the badge.[6]
1265

The Siete Partidas, a legal code enacted in Castile by Alfonso X but not implemented until many
years later, includes a requirement for Jews to wear distinguishing marks.[9]
1267

In a special session, the Vienna city council forces Jews to wear Pileum cornutum (a cone-shaped
head dress, common in medieval illustrations of Jews); the badge does not seem to have been worn in
Austria.[15]
1269, June 19

France. (Saint) Louis IX of France orders all Jews found in public without a badge (French: rouelle
or roue, Latin: rota) to be fined ten livres of silver.[10] The enforcement of wearing the badge is



repeated by local councils, with varying degrees of fines, at Arles 1234 and 1260, Béziers 1246, Albi
1254, Nimes 1284 and 1365, Avignon 1326 and 1337, Rodez 1336, and Vanves 1368.[6]
1274

The Statute of Jewry in England, enacted by King Edward I, enforces the regulations. "Each Jew,
after he is seven years old, shall wear a distinguishing mark on his outer garment, that is to say, in the
form of two Tables joined, of yellow felt of the length of six inches and of the breadth of three
inches."[14]
1294, October 16

Erfurt. The earliest mention of the badge in Germany.[6]
13151326

Emir Ismail Abu-I-Walid forces the Jews of Granada to wear the yellow badge.[6]
1321

Henry II of Castile forces the Jews to wear the yellow badge.[6]
1415, May 11

Bull of the Antipope Benedict XIII orders the Jews to wear a yellow and red badge, the men on their
breast, the women on their forehead.[6]
1434

Emperor Sigismund reintroduces the badge at Augsburg.[6]
1528

The Council of Ten of Venice allows the newly arrived famous physician and professor Jacob
Mantino ben Samuel to wear the regular black doctors' cap instead of Jewish yellow hat for several
months (subsequently made permanent), upon the recommendation of the French and English
ambassadors, the papal legate, and other dignitaries numbered among his patients.[25]
1555

Pope Paul IV decrees, in his Cum nimis absurdum, that the Jews should wear yellow hats.
1566

King Sigismund II passes a law that required Lithuanian Jews to wear yellow hats and head
coverings. The law was abolished twenty years later.[6]
1710

Frederick William I of Prussia abolished the mandatory Jewish yellow patch in return for a payment
of 8,000 thaler (about $75,000 worth of silver at 2007 prices) each.[26]

Nazi Germany and Axis Powers
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1939

September and October

A number of local German occupational commanders ordered Jewish Poles in their areas to wear an
identifying mark under the threat of death. There were no consistent requirements as to its color and
shape: it varies from a white armband to a yellow Star of David badge.
23 November

Hans Frank ordered all Jewish Poles above the age of 11 years in German-occupied Poland to wear
white armbands with a blue Star of David.

1940



A popular legend portrays king Christian X of Denmark wearing the yellow badge on his daily morning
horseback ride through the streets of Copenhagen, followed by non-Jewish Danes responding to their
king's example, thus preventing the Germans from identifying Jewish citizens. Queen Margrethe II of
Denmark has explained that the story was not true.[27][28] No order requiring Jews to wear identifying
marks was ever introduced in Denmark.[29]

1941

June 4

Jews in Independent State of Croatia ordered to wear "Jewish insignia".[30]
July

Jewish Poles in German-occupied Soviet-annexed Poland, Jewish Lithuanians, Latvians and
Estonians as well as Soviet Jews in German-occupied areas were obliged to wear white armbands or
yellow badges.
August 8

All Romanian Jews were ordered to wear the yellow badge.[31]
August 13

The yellow badge was the only standardised identifying mark in the German-occupied East; other
signs were forbidden.
September 1

Jewish Germans and Jews with citizenship of annexed states (Austrians, Czechs, Danzigers) from
the age of six years were ordered to wear the yellow badge when in public.[32]
September 5

In Luxembourg, the German occupation authorities introduce the Nuremberg Laws, followed by
several other anti-Jewish ordinances including an order for all Jews to wear a yellow star with the word
"Jude".[33]
September 9

Slovakia ordered its Jews to wear yellow badges.

1941/1942
Romania started to force Jews in newly annexed territories, denied Romanian citizenship, to wear the
yellow badge.

Two Jewish women in Occupied Paris in June 1942 wearing Star of David badges as required by Nazi
authorities.
1942

March 13

The Gestapo ordered Jewish Germans and Jews with citizenship of annexed states to mark their
apartments or houses at the front door with a white badge.[34]
April 29

Jewish Dutch people forced to wear the yellow badge.
June 3

Jewish Belgians forced to wear the yellow badge.
June 7

Jews in occupied France were ordered to wear a yellow star, but the Vichy Regime refused to comply
with that.
August

Under German pressure, Bulgaria ordered its Jewish citizens to wear small yellow buttons, but
contravention was not prosecuted.



November

Despite the occupation of the south part of France, formerly controlled by the Vichy government,
Jews there were not forced to wear the yellow badge, as Jews were in the military zone of occupation in
the north.

1944
April 7

After the occupation of Hungary, the Nazi occupiers ordered Jewish Hungarians and Jews with
defunct other citizenships (Czechoslovakian, Romanian, Yugoslavian) in Hungarian-annexed areas to
wear the yellow badge



