
CHAPTER 9

TrrB CwtrtzATIoN oF THE GnBer MorHER*

he poison of modernity has extended itself into all aspects of human

knowledge, from the popular to the obscure. In the more obscure

segments of humanity's collective wisdom, the lies of the modern

world have met the least resistance. Thus in the fields of ancient history and

culture, one finds the poisons of Jewish doctrines - communist, feminist and

homosexual - distorting and obscuring the truths of the ancient world. From

this cauldron of poisoned knowledge has come the modern lie of the Great

Mother, which is taught in a broad variety of subjects, from ancient history to

introductory religion to classical myth and languages. There was, in antiquiry

a civilization of the Great Mother, and this civilization was important to

the development of the Mediterranean and Near Eastern cultures, but the

matriarchal form of social organization is not the original common inheritance

of the human race, and the Great Mother was not the sole conception of the

feminine divine that was known to the ancient world. The Great Mother and

her cult is at the roots of the cults which control modern'W'estern Sociery but

the occultism of those groups is not the only occult wisdom which was known

to ancient man.

INtnooucrroN AND Ovsnvrr\r

Europet southern border is the Mediterranean Sea, and in the eastern part

of that sea is the isle of Crete. In the north of Europe, in the time before

rt"Minos-Min needecl.
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TH E TRADI'fION OF THE MOTHER

recorded history, there emerged a people - the root race of what we now call

the l.do-European people - a.d this people spread a,d evenrually created

the civilizatior.rs of Europe and Asia, and all of the civilizatior.rs that have

come together to form the modern world.rs' But this proto-lndo-European

civilization was nor alone. It may nor have been the only civilization oI the

white race.rsr on the island of crete, somerime before the dar,,,,n of the second

millennium before christ, a civilizatior, which we call Mi,oan, developed,

and this civilization worshipped a divinity that is commonly called the Great

Mother. Minoar.r civilization dominated the southern part of the per.rir.rsula of
Asia Minor, aiso called Anatolia, and had sonre overlap with what is generally

called Anatolian civilization, the civilizarion of Asia Minor prior ro the Indo-
European invasion.

The religio' of the Great Mother was endr,rring. we k,ow little of it
directly, because the earliest written records oF Minoar.r civilizatio, - the

records er.rcoded in the form of writing known as Linear A - irre still obscure

to us. twhat we kr.row of the Minoar-r world .,ve know through rhe records

that were kept by other civilizatio.s, by tl're art of the Mi.oa. people, and by
the cor.rtitruation of Mir.roan religion inro the historical period of neighboring
civilizations.

In the late 19'l'cenrury, a brillia,t srudent of the ancient Tradirio', JJ

Bachofen, conrposed a treirrise called Myth, Religiott ard Mother Rig/tt. This

trearise is not widely available in trar.rslation - though it should be. Bachofbn

drew a strollg lir.re between two forrns of ancient religious worship - the religious

practices of the Irdo-Europea,s, which were domir-rated by a male sky god,
and the religious practice of the rnatriarchal peoples that the Indo-Europear.rs

cor-rquered, which was rypified by the religion of the Great Mother. Bachofer.r

called these civilizatior.rs the Urar.ric and the Telluric - rhe sk1-[xsed ar-rd the

earth-based. Bachofen believed that rnatriarchal civilizatior.r ahvays preceded

rsrSee Chaptcr 3.

:"r1hough it *,as likelv rhe only civiliz-arion of the nhite r:rcc's Nordic srrain.
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THE TRADITION OF THE MOTHER

patriarchal civilization, and he believed that these two forms were distinct and

naturally opposed. His thoughts on this matter have been seized upon by

modern feminism to create conflict between the sexes in the manner which the

Jews have used to create conflict between the races and the classes - part of a

larger plan to divide and conquer society. Bachofent thesis is inadequate, as his

examples of matriarchal civilization are far from universal, even in the Middle

and Near Eastern cultures to which they are generally applied. The feminine

goddesses of the ancient world were varied in nature and cannot be reduced to

a single "Great Mother" figure - in fact, the "Great Mothert" cult is a single

pathological development of matriarchy.283

Tnr INoo-EuRoPEAN Holv Cow

The chief of the Indo-European pantheon is, in all the manifestations of Indo-

European culture, the storm god.'u' Even in the proto-Indo-European branch

that shot out from Central Asia into Sumeria, Egypt and the Indus Valley,

the storm god is of primary importance. However, Indo-European religion

is not just the storm god. It is a complex series of myths that are cognate

developments of a single unifying mythical tradition. The beginning of the

Indo-European epic of creation and destruction is the belief that all of the

gods originated in the generative act of a single feminine being. However, this

mother of all the gods is not "the Great Mother" of the civilization of the Near

East.The Indo-European and Minoan forms of worship sharply contrast.

In the late Greek tradition, it was believed that Ge or Gaia was the

creative being who appeared in the primeval chaos and generated from herself

r'r'fhough the patholoeical rrspecrs :rre somervhat recovcred in the doctrines of the Hindu Tantras,

r.vliere, as Slrakri, slrc is sub.rtli.atecl to thc tlestructive power of the Aryan r.ale, Shi'a.

rt' lhc 6rst records ol rhe sronn gorl in an Jndo-European culture that ] am aware of is 'Ielpinu

of thc ()ld Kinstlonr Hitrire myth, follorved bv Kumbaba of the Hurrian rn1'th. The latter

inclicatcs rhar the srorrn gocl hrs been the chiefdcity ofthe Indo-European people sincc belore

the 4'r' millenniLrrr B.C.
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THE TRADITION OF THE MOTHER

first the sky god, lJranus,285 and then a host of beings which would war among

themselves for control of the universe. In the Vedic tradition and the tradition
of the Avesta, the world emerged because of the actions of Go or Gaus, the

sacred cow. In the Nordic religion, a sacred cow, Audhumbla, licks from the

ice Btri, the grandfather of the god Odin; Viktor Rydberg has shown the

relationship of this myth, and even late Germanic mythical figures, like the

knight Gayomert, with the larger Indo-European tradition of the creation of
man from a single fertile earth goddess, generally symbolized by the cow.286

The Greek tradition is the one best known from modern collegiate studies,

and it has been syncretized with feminine doctrine to produce Ge-Gaia, the

Earth mother, an icon of the environmentalist and feminist movements. yet

this is not an accurate understanding of the Indo-European mother goddess,

as an exploration of the different feminine divinity archetypes of the ancient

world shall show.

MtNos aNo Mrr.r

The earliest records we have regarding Minoan civilization are found in the

early Middle Kingdom of Egypt, where reference is made to a Menus of
Fenkhu - Minos of Phoenicia - who rules the island of crete. The reference

is in passing, but allows us to date Minoan civilization as early as just after the

second millennium B.C. and relate it to the culture of Phoenicia - generally

the cities of sidon and Tyre in the territory of modern Lebanon. Several

cultures that share a mythical tradition linking them to Phoenicia, sidon and

Tyre display matriarchal forms of worship - cyprus, Carthage and Etruria
being three that we shall discuss here.

rsiThis Uranus, as known to the late Greeks, is loosely based on the Sumerian Anu (a skv goci),
who is castrated by Enlil-Kumarbi (a deity supplanted in the Semiric version by Bel-MarJuk).
From the swallowed genitals, tshub-Tarkhun (Greek reucer), the storm gocl, is born, and plots
with Anu to overthrow Kumarbi. In the Greek variant, the testicales are thrown across the Eanh.
creating various beings, including Aphrodite.

rs"Rydberg, Yiktor. Teutonic MythologyYol ILi. o[the Reaves edition.
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THE TRADITION OF THE MOTHER

Minos himself is an interesting figure. It has been argued that his name is

related to that of the Egyptian deiry Min, and "Minos" would almost have to

have been how the Greeks adopted the name - just as they referred to Baal as

"Belus." Further, the lengthening of the "ti' to atr "o" is consistent, as the God

Min is properlyknown in Egyptian as Mttw.rs' And the spellingof the God's

name Min and Mnws of Crete is virtuallv identical, except fbr the additiorr

of the "s" in the king's name. Thus it is reasonable believe that the Clod the

Egyptians knew as Min played a role in the Great Mother's civilizatior.r.r8s

Much is known of Min, though r.rot enough fbr the complete picttrre

scholars would like. Min was a god of fbrtility who is always shown with the

trappings of royalry and an erect per.ris. He came to Egypt from the Hamitic

peoples of the Mideast; that racial description includes the pre-Indo-European

and proto-lndo-European peoples oF the regiort.rs'' He was oFten represented

by the goat, and, in at least one of his temples, he was *'orshipped in :rn antrual

festival where his priestess would fornicate with a goat.

and the bull, like the goat, along

In the Clreek myth, Mir.ros is

cuckolded by a bull,t", who reprodttces

rvith Minos' wife Pasiphae to prodttce

the Mir.rotaur, an axe-wielding half-rnan,

half-bult beir-rg who demar.rds sacrifice in

the dungeon of the labyrinth. lt has long

beer-r thought that a conflict erupted it.r the

ancient eastern Mediterraneatr bent'een

worshippers of a bull god and a go.1t god,

with tl're doLrble axe, are associated with the

:s- pronoutrcecl Menu.

rtt"\cholar." contcst this, but they scerl) to contcst evervthine. Cloing back and readittq thc

F)gvptian, the Grcck, antl latc cornnrentaries likc l'lutarch, the rvorcls anrl tlic archctvpes are

identical. Here, Rvdbere's thcsis on ()ccarris Razor atttl "the tq,o Groas" ttrust lre ,rtlhcrct] to.

r'''Sce Cihapter 4.

t''"There is sornc sugqestion tli:rt thc bull is the F.g-vpti:rn Monttr.
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THE '|RADITION OF 'THE MO THER

Great Mother cult. The exact relationship is r.rot clear, but ir is safe to sa). rhar

these symbols all tend to point ro the sanre religion and the same culrure - rhe

civilizatior.r and culture of the Great Mother.

THr, Crvrr-rzATroN oF THE Gnsar MorHpn

The first records of the Great Morher herself appear in Hittite rexrs, r,,,here the

Southe, Hittite peoples are said to hirve adopted the worship of Kr-rbaba,r',r

who is a fbarsome mother deiry thar they e,cou,tered amo,g tl-re .ative
peoples of tl.re southern Anatoliar.r coast. The Hittites were the L.rdo-Europear.r

ir.rvaders of the Anatolian peninsula that settled in the northenr cenrral regior.r

and eventualll'expanded their control, sometimes rulir.rg through vassal states,

over most of the peninsLrla. Their nrajor regional er.remies included the srate of
wilusa - Greek Ilos or Tioy - i, the Hellespo.t, a.d Azz.awa - Greek Asia -
on the wesrern coast of Anatolia. At times, the Hittite peoples were politically
divided it.tto several states, and there was a general Easrern and \Testern cultural
divide that was also manifest in Hittite religion - the \Testern Hittite peoples

referred to their storm god as trkhun; the Eastern Hittite peoples referred to

him as Teshub. Teshub is rhe narne of the srorm deity of the Indo-E uropean

Hurrian ruling class; trkhun is the 6gure fo.r"rd in Greek mytl-r as Teucer, also

associated with 1}oy, among orher locatior.rs.:',r

Frorn the study olt the statuary and the art of the Minoan civilizatio.,
it has been deternrined that the Minoar.rs worshipped the Great Mother i,
conjunction with a male consort. Along with the bull and the goar, this

r''r Later Kub:rl:r. (ircek (lvbcle.

:''rAs rve have just disctrsscd itt the rttyth of thc late 2"r nrillcnniunr, 'lhrkhun-Teshub w:rs rhe
product of the srvallowitrg of tlre testiclcs of Anu by Kurnarbi. Ihe nanres Ku-b.rla antl Kurn-arbi
diller norablv irt thc steri, rvhich are lcnririrrc rrntl nresculine fbrrns of "lord". 'lhe appentlix
of thc preGx "lord" is ttornrative in the Near and Middlc l.ast, as in Nin-(lizzida (Nin- beine
Sunleriatt "lord"). Arbi- is thc satne stenr:rs Erb-, rhe nanre of a qod of norrhcrn lr.,{esopotamia
whose narne is renrcnrbererl in the place n:rnre F,rtril.
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THE TRADITION OF THE MO'IHER

corlsort is also representecl as a serpent.rel From Minoan, Anatolian and Hittite

art, it has been suggested that she was a mistress of beasts, and that she is

often portrayed in a chariot drawn by either lior.rs or serpents.2el Kubaba is

the goddess knor.vn ir.r Greece and Rome as Cybele, and it has been generally

assumed that the late worship of Cybele is the "purest" form of the Great

Mother fairh to have survived.2es

It is not, however, the only form the religion of the Great Mother to

have survived into the Classical period. In the Greco-Roman context there

is a set of myths that are of particular interest - the Theban mvthical cycle,

particularly that around Ino, and its parallel in the Etruscan mythical cycle

around luno. Ino and Iuno are philologically identical. Or.re is the Greek

cognate of the Latin, and both are derived from the Etrurian. L.ro, irr the

Theban epic, is the daughter of Cadmus and Harmonia - tw,o figures who

end their lives transformed into serpents by the god Mars. Ino cares for the

infant Dionysius, after he is born to her sister Semele.:e6 She is also the wile

of Arhamas possibly identical to the Hebrew name Adam.2e7 The myth of

r"r-Ihis identific:rtion cornes prinrarilr, liom statuary inrages of topless worlcn holding \erletrts

in ccremonial fashions, anrl the accompanimcnt of fenlale goddess by dre serpent in art, such as

the Clreek Arherur, antl in the Hebraic nryths of the Bible. The literary remnants generallv pair

tlre Clreat Nlorher rvith thc qoat and the bull, as cliscussed above. As I argue in The Centuries of
lleuolution, the cults of these three gods are relatcd in the persona of one beast [.rcstttling r
relationshipofrhcbull toothervirilebeasts,suchasthelionandthewolf. (Thislastrclationship

coulcl be reasonablv disputed, bur I think tl.re evidence tends to support it.) Joseph Campbell

argucs srrongly that the pairing of tlre (lre:rt Mother and the serpent predates the other

irlcn tifica tion s.

l'''iAs rvere Cvbcle ancl l)ctnctcr.

t"Cybclc was importerl into (lreece in antiquitv, and into Rome in historical time, just alter

thc fourth nrillenniuni [].C. Her u,orship, as cliscussed, is associated rvith Crcte, Rhea and

Dionysius.

r'"'()r born fiorn the thigh ofZeus aftcr being rescued froni the ashes ofSernele, rvho is iticinerated

bv Zeus' tl-runtlerbolt. -Ile 
idea of being rcscuerl alter the mother is burned is cornrnon to both

nrajor variants olthe l)ionvsius ml,rh, :rncl is reminiscent of the relationship of l-oki to the heart

of the burned giantess Cullvcie-Heicl.

r''-l)evelopetl sorrrewhrrt lrelorv. The namcs c,f tlre consorts of the C]reat Mother are Athamas,

Adonis:rncl Attis.'lhatseenrsrobctrxrcloscarelationshiptobecoincidental,particularlywhen
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the Etrurian Iuno is not clear,2e8 except that the name was adopted by the

Romans and equated with the Greek deity Hera - though the two goddesses

are known to be of different origins. Herat name is derived from the same root
as the word "Atyan," and she is an Indo-European figure of different origin
than the Etrurian Great Mother. \7hat is known is that the Etrurians adopted

the worship of Iuno through the medium of carthage, from the culture that
the carthaginian and Phoenician merchants they traded with brought to the

Etrurian shores.

Julius Evola also believed that the worship of the Great Mother survived

in Greece as aspects of other goddesses, including Demeter Melaina, Diana of
Ephesus and Diana ofThurus.2ee

Tnr CoNsoRT AND Rnsunnpcrso Gon

In all of the classical myths surrounding the Great Mother, there is a consorr,

a younger man, who represents the regenerative force of nature, and whom

the Hebrew consort of the mother of the Jews is Adam. As discussed in this article, Clement of
Alexandria explicitlv links the (lreat Mother to Eve, stating that her name was shouted al6ucl
during the rites of I)ionysius. But, as also discussed, Petrie relates Adonis to the Phoenician
Adon and the Egvptian Atum. I present a very diffierent take on this relationship in Chapter
1 0. If one equates the consort of the (lreat Mother with the serpent god, rhen one rnay have
the origin of the idea of the serpent in the garden who in some Christian theologies, such as

Christian Identity, seduces Eve and becomes the mother of the "dual seedline." Is this serpent
also the Egvptian Apep? That could be discussed in an entire essay - but it should be nored
that by no later than the 13'1'century B.C. - and certainly before the authorship of the Hebraic
variant ofthe rnvth 

- 
the serpent Apep is being shown in Egvptian art as being beside a tree.

This tree may be the tree Iusaas, associated with the Atum creation myrh, but this is likelv the
serpent and tree - a broad Near and Middle Eastern motifthat formed the basis of the Hebrerv
myth.

r''i\7e know of her rhrough her name inscribed on mid-1'' millennium B.c. works of art which
rlepict rnythical scenes in which she is clearly rhe Roman Juno and Greek Hera. 'We can reacl
Etrurian proper names because the Etruscan alphabet, which is basetl on Greek, is known. lwe

cannot read much more than proper names, though, because the language itself is known only
through fragments, though it appears ro have survived possibll, into the Christian era.

r'"'liigures which survived in the catholic religion as the "Black Madonnas." Evolai view is
discussed in greater depth below under "the Great Mother in India."
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the Great Mother loves at.rd who dies, orrly ttl be reborn.ro(' The earliest forn-r

of this myth is in the reger.reration of the Egyptian god Osiris, which occurs

through the intervention arrd assistance of his sister :rnd lover Isis.r0r The

"Great Ennead" of Old Kingdom Egypt,of which Osiris rvas a key figure u'as

a Sumerian export to Egypt.lo: Yet there :rre problems with stating Osiris was

the original consort of the Great Mother.

As a Sumerian export, there is nothing to indicate alt origirt of ()siris'

story in the myths of Crete or sollthern Anatoli:r."'t 'fhe Near Eastern mother

6gure associated with Osiris, Isis, is a very distinct figure fion-r that of Mirtoan

Great Mother. i0'i This tends to indicate that the st'ncretism of resurrectecl god

and the consort of the Great Mother is a later one.r'rt Y'et it is alrnost irr.rpossible

ro rhink of the Great Mother fhith withotrt tl.re n.ryth oF the mutilaterl and

reborn Bod.ror' In the versior.r of tl're faith that survived irt Ar.ratolia, the (lreat

r''"lhese rnvthical storics arc late, rhough. 'Ihis rrrorif'secnrs lbsettt lronr storics oi rhc (]trccrr

of Minos. C,ould rhcrc have been mu[tiplc tlivine coLrplcs on (lrcte, tnisrrrketr as its kinqs entl

queens? Could tlic relieion of (]retc h,rvc t:rkcn dif]ercnr firrnrs over the ccnturics? lhc artsri'cr is

ves, possiblv, Lrut whcther th:rt "could have" is a "clid" is an opcr) questiotr. 
-1he 

kevs shrrll be rhc

continuing tr:rnslatiol) of thc Hittite antl l.incar B docunretrts. attcl the deciplternrenr of l.irrerr

A ancl L,trurian.

J"r'lhis is rcallv an attenrpterl reqerleration. Shr is unable to loc:rte his perris, rvhich rutllitrr irr

tlre Nilc and sr:rnts that river fcrtilitv, thtrs linkins ()siris as the qocl of the derrtl to thc itlta of
seasonal generariorl and fertilir. 'lhat the narnc Achrtis is likelv rclaretl to FI:rries in carlv firrttrs

lrom thc first part of the first nrillenr.riurn R.(... such:rs itt tlie illiad, thev:rre itletrtical firrtlrcr

reinlcrrces this equation.

j"rAnd must be distinguished fronr the cults of Re, Anrun and Horus. Re, the Sctritic Shaniash,

seenls to have cornc clver witlr the (lrcrt l.nneatl. vct wrls n()t originallv a plrt of it. Likc l]cl-

N4arduk, he is grafred onro rhe Surnerian trurnk. [{e lvrrs raiserl to the level of()siris. ()siris is

himself distinct fiom the traditionJ Arvan storrn qorl, Horus. If otre:rcceprs an cquetiott of'thc

sun and 6re gods, which is opcn to clebate, these thre,: correspond to Hcimtlal, ()din anrl 'lhor

i n the Norciic-(lerrnan ic traclition.

t''Quitc thc contrary, ()siris appears to hlrvc originatcrl irt Stttncr as l)uttttrtttz-i, Sr:rrritic

limmuz.

r"'l)iscussed below.

r"'l)ionysius and ()siris are explicitlv cquatetl bv tht ]'' centurv A.D. this irpl)erlrs to hrrvc

occurrccl no later than the 5" centurr, [].(,.. and possiblv rttttch carlier.

j"''1)ossiblv here I rrrri succunrbing to thc nrodern vicu, of tlic reliqion rvlrich I itrrr trving t.
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Mother, cybele, has a lover, Attis or Adonis, rvho is slain a,cl reborn, a'd who

represer)ts the death and re-birth ofvegetative life in the rlarural cycle.r.r

ir'

L.r Greece rhe resurrecred god is Dionysius. ll-re

- rnl.rhical cycle surrounding Dionl,sius was, to some
*' ,')

I aspects of Zeus. Severirl of the rnyths told oF Zeus

were almosr certainly originallv srories of Dionysiris,

such as the story of Zeus having been raised on the

island of Crete arrd fed frorn a goar's horn b1, Rhea,

while her cureres beat their spears or) their shields

outside the caves. Zeus was often syncretizec{ u,ith

conquered gods, and a thoror-rgh exirmirration of his

rnyrhs is needed to divine whar lvas and was nor

original to hinrios.

What can be said definitely :rbout the consorr

is that he is the lover of the Great Mother, he is slain

and rebor., he appears to have beer.r raised in secret by the Great Mother, ar.rd

thus also is likely her son or fosrer son.

GEser.arzrs, Sannzrus eNo Zelvoxrs

Jordanes, inhis Gothic History, tells us briefly that amo.g the Goths, "in their

second horne, that is, in the cour.rrries of Dacia, Thrace ar.rd Moesia, Zalmoxis

reigned, wl-rom many writers of annals rnention as a man of remarkable learning

in philosophy"

Zalmoxis is k.ow, as a god of the Gothic-Scandina'ia.s i' Thrace

through several ancient writers, particularll, Herodotus, w,ho mentions that

desconstrurct.

r":Discussed in rhe conrext of ()siris in (lhaptcr 10.

l' tln tertns ttf thc serpent, there is Zeus lvlcilichios, thc only kuorvn reprcscntarion of Zr:us in
serpentinc forrn, antl aLlost certainly a pre-i!,1!'cenaean god associatcil lvith rhe skv f:rther

Dionysus

120 -



THE'I'RADITION OF THE MOTHER

his nan-re is as Gebeleizis, a name which relates linguisticaily to the Sabazius,

who was also knowr-r to several ancient historians and early church writers.

The "-zisl -zius"sulfix of this name is related to Indo-European "Zeus",

leaving a stem "Gebele-" or "Saba-." "S" and hard "C" transliterate in several

lar.rguages, including Middle Egyptian in its trar-rsformation ir"rto Coptic, 10e and

this "Gebele-" or "Saba-" :rppears to be the Great Mother Cybele, the name

Zalmoxis being a corruption of "Cybele's Zets."

In this context, it is interesting that Sabazius was understood by the

ancient Ronrans as identical to the Hebrew god Yahweh. The Roman historian

Valerius Maximusrro tells us that the Jews worshipped Iove Sabazius - a

Latinization of the name Yahweh Sabaos. The standard Hebrew understanding

of Sabaos is as "Lord of Hosts," but throughout the Classical world, particularly

in Greece prior to the Roman collquest ofJudaea, the Hebrew's Yahweh Sabaos

was understood as a manifestation of Dionysius, identical with the consort of

the Greirt Mother Cybele.

Little is known directly of the worship of Sabazius-Zalmoxis among the

Goths, or Getae, though many artiftcts at.rd depictions have been left from

his temples. Z:rL.rroxis was a god always depicted upon a horse and wielding

a spear or "staff of power," and most oF his depictions show him conquering

a bull-god, the "bull of the rnoon," or a serpent, which represents the earth.

Scenes of this conquest are believed to have inspired the tale of St. George ar-rd

the dragon in Britirir.r. His rvorship involved a statue of a hand with several of

the fingers transformed into different images, and these hands have beer-r found

throughout Thrace and Phyrgia, the realm where Zalmoxis was worshipped.

Zalrr.roxis also ai:,pears to either be, or be an aspect of, the being that was

worshipped amor)g the Scandinavians as Freyr. Ynglingsaga 12 tells us that:

';tt'r\ri. thg mediunr of the "sofi (-", though not in Latin, and there is evidence that this is a hard
"Cl" as far back as rhc 17'r'ccnnrrv B.Cl., rvhen the Hittites encountered the uamc as Kubaba.
i"'\Mrose \yorks are onlv kncxvn through a late epitome.

- 121



THE TRADITION OF THE MOTHER

"Freyr fell into a sickness, and as his illness took the upper hand, his men

took the plan of letting few approach him. In the meantime they raised a

great mound, in which they placed a door with three holes in it. Now when

Frey died they bore him secretly into the mound, but rold the Swedes that
he was alive; and they kept watch over him for three years. They brought

all the taxes into the mound, and through the one hole they put in the gold,

through the other silver and through the third the copper money that was

paid. Peace and good seasons continued."

This story is mirrored in historical accounts of kings such as Frode III in
saxo's Gesta Danorum, and is clearly derived from the legend of Zalmoxis given

in Herodotus' Histories iu,94-96:

"Zalmoxis, therefore, who by his commerce with the Greeks, and especially

with one who was by no means their most contemptible philosopher,

Pythagoras to wit, was acquainted with the Ionic mode of liG and with
manners more refined than those current among his countrymen, had a

chamber built, in which from time to time he received and feasted all the

principal Thracians, using the occasion to teach them that neither he, not
they, his boon companions, nor any of their posteriry would ever perish,

but that they would all go to a place where they would live for aye in the

enjoyment of every conceivable good. \(rhile he was acting in this way,

and holding this kind of discourse, he was constructing an aparrmenr

underground, into which, when it was completed, he withdrew, vanishing

suddenly from the eyes of the Thracians, who greatly regretred his loss,

and mourned over him as one dead. He meanwhile abode in his secret

chamber three full years, afrer which he came forth from his concealment,

and showed himself once more ro his countrymen, who were thus brought

to believe in the truth of what he had taught them. Such is the account of
the Greeks."

Yet the worship of this god is perhaps best known to us in the account of
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the early church father Clerner.rt of Alexandria, r,u,hom we shall clisctrss below.

Dpr'tErE,n eNo Hsna -
THs Oruen INoo-EunopEAN GoDDESSES OF THp NEen E,asr

Distinct from the cult of the Great Mother are two other sets of feminir.re cults.

Or.re is the Indo-Europeanr which, in adclition to the previously discr-rssed Great

Cow, Features the consort of the stornr god as a distir.rct goddess. 
-fhe 

other

is the goddess queen of the Sumeriar.r-born religions of the Near and Middle

East, known under several names, and perhaps best iderrtified with the Semitic

Ishtar and Sumerian Inanna. All three of these figures are syncretizecl;rt variotts

points with the "Great Mother."'rI

The Great Cow, Ge, also appears irt Greek as Demeter, whos. ttitnle is

derived from Diu Mater,trr rtnd meatrs "Goddess Mother."r't The c1'cl.- of

mythical tales around Denreter, particularll'those of her daughter I'ersephotre" '

and her relationship to the underworld god Hades,r'' show an ider.rtification

rrr'1his wiclc syncretizntion oftlie "(lreat" fcnrinine archctvpe rvith lesser finrinine 1v611s11'pcs hrts

allowcrl rnoclern scholars to argue that,rll ofthesc archctvpcs are "thc satnc". lhis error that t,f

taking late syncretiz-atiorrs oftiivinites as evidertcc ofrhc cqu:rtiott ofthosc tlivinitics Itrs lrttrt

cornnlon in mvthological rvorks sirrce thc bcuirrning of recorclc.{ ltistorv entl still tnalt h,rs trot

learned.

'LrAs Jupiter cotncs fiottr [)itts P:itcr.

''r'iSome have arguerl tliat rhc Cle arrd I)c stems rlre idcntical, but the (i;urcl [) sitttplv tlr Itor

equ ate.

'r'()nc is te nrptetl ro sal, "roice of Pcrscs", hut in l)iorhrus tltr "-phoncs" su(trx indic:rres "slavet

of", as in Areophones, a narne of Hcrmcs, slaver of Arqos, or Bellerophon, rvltich tne,rns slavcrs

of Beileros, possiblv iilentical with Belus-lJaal. I'crsephotte rvould rhus be "sle.'er oi I'crsts''.

Pcrses being a Titan, possibh.relarccl to l)ersia aucl likelv rlistinct fiotn I'erscus, thottqh thc roors

rrt: similar.

'JFReallv, what this sr.lggesrs is what our earlv intluirv scctncrl ro bc lcadin.e trs to, rvltich is tlt:rt

the "Creat Motlrer" of (.retc is rcallv a nrothcr :rntl rlauqhte r a "(lreat N'lothe r" ctluatetl ri'irlt

l)emeter, and a daug]rter cquated u,ith I'ersclrhonc. 'llic tlothcr's cor)sorts ri'oukl ltt tlte goat

ancl bull; the claughter's consorr is thc rcsurrectctl qorl. 'Ihe serpent thcn ][)l)eers ils a tlistinct

figure, possiblv a secluccr olone c,r thc oth.'r. ()nc thinks here ofthc p:rrallcls, irr rvhich rht
giantess (ludrr-rn is setlucetl bv ()din, a Nortlic nrrinifi'statiort, in sotnc rcspects, of ()siris. as

cliscussed in Chaptcr 1 1.
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of her with the Great Mother tales thar the

Mycenaean Greeks encounterecl, and sl-re is

also syr.rcretized in at le.lst one srory - that of
Denrophoon with lsis.rr" However, Denrerer

is not generallv syncretizecl witl-r Cybele or Rhea

in Greek m1,tl'r, reinlrorcing the idea that she

represents a distinct arcl.retype.rr-

Separate from Demeter-Ge is the consort

o[ the storm god. lhere is no indication in tl-re

Aryan rnythical cvcle that rl're wif'e of rhe stornr

god and the Great cow are identical. Despite her universal appearance in

Indo-European myth, not much is known of the queen of the Gods, excepr

that the name by which she is known in Greece, Hera, is derived from the

same root as Aryan, or "excellent.3r8" It appears that this goddess figure

originally epitomized the married woman and the sancrirF of marriage. In
the Greek tradition, there are several tales in which Hera is confused with the

Great Mother or wirh later manifestations of Ge-Demeter, including in the

summoning of serpents to challenge 
(Mars.D3le 

Herat later efforts to frustrate

Jr6Plutarcl.r, :r l:lrer source from the 2'"tcenturvA.D., rec.rds rhis,vth as bei,q.f Isis. As b.rh
versions rvcre certainll'known itt his i.vorld, it is rcasonablc ro belicve that thc nrvth rvas krrou.,n
to bc originally of Egvptian or Harnitic origin.

rr-'lhough Demeter's svncretizrltion with Cle nrake the identiw olthe trvo almost cert:rin, theugh,
in the [orm o[tlie nryth known to Hesiod, a relative [y early source, Dcnrerer is (]e's eranddauqhrcr.
Even in Hesiod's titrie, the various tr:rditions of the Ncar F.:rst are hear.ilv syncrctizetl.

rrslJotlr Hera, in Greecc, and Frigg, in the northern counrries, are very intlisrincr figures. -[hcv

have becn assisned a general fertility rolc, followins rhc bcli..f th:rr ell q,,.lJcsscs are fertiliry
svtnbols unless otherwise stated, but there is nci real evitlencc to supporr this. Hera's clcfining
trait in thc (lreek literatrrre is her jc:rlousi,, which secms a latcr bit of [rurlesqr-re cornech,, likelv
derived fronr her initial role as 'i-narron."

l'"Mars was alntost cerrainlv the god knou,n in the Northland as Tlror, rhorrgh hc uas siverr
a suhordinated role in (lrecce, likely becatrse he was fbreign. The chicf (lod of tl.,e aniique
Rontans was idenrified with Mars, ancl rhis N4ars had [ertilit1,, war and storrn aspects. Mars is
also tlcscribetl in the litcrature as a Thracian and lllyrian (lod, lurthcr cernenting his tics wirfi the
(lermanic peoplcs in southern Europe. His association rvidr minrilcss battlc and thc clisrespcct
he receit'etl in Honteric rnytlt, altcr his injurv, likclv represenr a Grcek vierv of the nrcn thev faccd
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Heracles with serpents may stem from this same confusion.32o

Surrlr,nraN eNo EcyprreN"'GoooESSES rN rHe Nr,aR

eNo Mroor-B Eesr

ln addition to these Indo-European figures, there is the dominant feminine

figure of the proto-Aryarr Near and Middle East - the fertility goddess Inanna-

Ishtar.i2r In tl.re Sumerian cultures and its successors in Semitic Mesopotamia,

Inanna-Ishtar is the consort of Dummuzi-Thmmuz, both of whom occupy a

position ir.r an Enrread of gods identical to that of Isis and Osiris. Further, Isis

and Osiris are Greek variants of the Egyptian names Iset and Osir. The name

Osiristhoughttobeanepithetrelatingtothepossessior.rofmanyeyes.l2l Iset

rvould be a variant of the "lsht-" stem in Ishtar.r2a This goddess, Inanna-Ishtar-

Isis is generally understood in nvo aspects - one as a promiscuous and sexual

goddess, and the other as a goddess ofwar and plague.

In Egypt, the nvo aspects of Ishtar became two separate divine aspecrs

of Isis - Hathor and Sekhmet. Hathor, whose name means "the house of
Horus" and who is first er.rcountered in Egyptian religion as the consort of the

storrn god, was depicted as a cow, and, when united with Isis, was the goddess

of sexual reproduction and fertiliry. Sekhmet was rhe lion headed goddess,

in battle. -llre violence of others against us alwavs seerns less noble than our own.

rr"Both this cpisocle and the narne Herakles have puzz.led scholars. Heracles may well be the
fiqure known in north myth as Magni, also known as Halldan or Gram. Hcracles was an original
god of the l{ourans, along with Mars.

'rrll rvas tentpterl to s:rr- "proto-lntlo-European," but this fbrm seemcd clearer.

'r-lhere a[)pcars to be a linguistic link to Greek Hestia, I-atin Vesta, but this is debated. Hestia
and Islrtar are not far fiom each othcr linguisticalh,.

irrAnd has thus been relaterl in antiquitv:rntl mociern times to (ireek epithets like Pelops and

to (lreck figurcs like Argus. Hou,ever, this understancling of ()sir was first recorcled in late

antiquitr'', anrl may itself be corrupt or sienificantly variant lrom the unclerstancling of C)sir in
the 26'l' century lreforc Chrisr.

rr'lt should lre notetl, thouglr, that thc -t is a gcneral Egvptian declension for the nominarivc
singular lcrninine.
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possessed of arrows, known as the eye of Re, who was Isis at war, as well as

a goddess of disease and plague.325 Though Hathor and Sekhmet may have

started as distinct goddesses outside of the Egyptian tradition, they became

understood as distinct aspects of a single feminine divinity.326 There is some

parallel to this in the dual narure of Freyja in the Nordic religion, who is both

a promiscuous sexual divinity and the goddess that claims half of all those slain

in wat327
'SThile Sekhmet appears to have been the model for the Greek goddess

Artemis, some have argued that Artemis328 also borrowed from the Libyan

diviniry Neith. Neith, who was adopted by the Egyptians and mediated via

Egypt into the Near East, was an archer goddess associated with the wilderness.

Her archer attribute seems to have brought the wilderness aspect to later

notions of Artemis, because the archer attribute is what is foremost in the

earliest depictions. But, it is clear from Greek and Roman references that place

the origin of the goddess Arhena, at times, in Africa, that Neith also played a

role in the development ofAthena.32e

|tThese attributes, as mentioned below, particularly link her with an early variant of Artemis
whose Function was to shoot arrows and take the lives of women who die natural deaths, as her
brother Apollo held the same function with the lives of men. Apollo is linked to Horus in later
Classical myth.

!6The Mesopotarnian tradition cloes not appear to have separated Ishatar into two actual
goddesses, yet Hathor and Sekhmet appear to have come to Egypt as distinct beings and then
been integrated into Isis, who does not possess these aspects in her earliest form. A good workinq
hypothesis is thar Isis developed her "love-lust" aspect parallel to Ishtar's "war" aspcct, and rvhen
the two goddesses encountered each other again in the New Kingdorn, their natures, rhough
divergent, were still too similar to resist syncretization. This is similar ro rhe wav in which,
the black and white races, having diverged frorn a primitivc srem, can recombine to produce
offspring that resemble a primitive strain of man again.

r:-This relationship mav be closer than can be reasonably dernonstrated with the available
evidence.

lrtThe name Artemis is of unknown origin, and is not Greek.

|"Like Artemis above and Aphrodite below, Athena is one of the godclesses of Greek whose name,
and, presumablv, persona, are not Greek in origin. Athens was, tike Thebes, a city-stare who
traced its origin to pre-Mvcenaean times, and whose founder was a haiflman, half-serpentine
being called Erechthonious or Erechtheus. Athena was depicted in the Parthenon accornpanied
bv a serpent, indicatine that her worship may have originatecl in part with the Grear Mother.
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Artemis in her late worship is the triple-divir-re being Artemis-Selene-

Hecate, showing a firrther s)'rlcretizatior.r and perl-ra;,s a reitrtegratior.r of aspects

of the goddess that had become distinct during the first millennium. Hou'ever,

the feminist theory that has developed aroutrd this tripartite divisior.r that

these three archetypes of the womart are the wa)/ women were uttderstood

generally in antiquity or classical religion, and that all irr.rcier-rt religion c,rn be

reduced to these archetypes - is incorrect. The fen-rinist understartding is a

thoroughly modern one.

Most interesting ir-r the cotrtext of the religion of the Great Mother is the

sexual and lustful aspect of Isis-lshtar, which the Greeks captured as the goddess

Aphrodite. In one variant of the Greek myth, Aphroditerio is born fionr the

foam that forms in sea after the semen of Uranus falls upon it.Ir This is front

the borrowir-rg of the Sumerian rn)rth of the castration of Ea. Irt the other

variant, Aphrodite arrives in Greece lrom the sea bt' way of Cythera. These

rwo Aphrodites were believed to be distir-rct beings - Aphrodite Par.rdemos and

Aphrodite Urar.ria - but were likely two different expressions that the sextral

aspect of Isis-Hathor took in the Near East. In late Greek rnyth, Aphroclite

takes the place of Cybele in the love affair with Attis-Adonis.ir:

By understanding these syncretizations, we are able to distill from the

later form of the Great Mother religion the non-Cretan aspects and look:rt the

Great Mother as she was.

'Ihestoryofl-rerI-ibyanoriginistiedtorhc'Iioj:rnnrvthcvclcatrrltol-akc-lritott: thtothcr
story of her origin nrakes her Hvperborelrn, rr tlcsigtratiott tvittg her to rhc Irrtlo-L.trropc:rtrs. Sce

(ihaptcr 10 as well.

i"l.ikc Arten.ris, the nanie Aphroclite is of unknorvn origin. attd is not (,reck. Atherte, Iror

discussed here, is tlre rhird ()lvmpian goddess whosc nlme is of urtknolvtr, non-(ircck oriqitr.

'r'See tlre previous note oll the largely sunrerian ancl Mcsopotami:rn-Senritic origins of tltis
rrivt[r.

|rSuggesting a late syncretization oftheir cults.
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THp Gnsar Morurn rN INpre

The cult which rnost closely resembles the

Minoan religion of the Great Mother is that of rhe

Dravidian goddess Kali.rir There is little reason,

other than the close resemblance of the religions,

to associate the death goddess of the non-Ar1.an

Indian substratum with the Grear Mother of the

Eastern Mediterranean; yet the form of n'orship

and the attributes of the rwo are so close as to take

the possibility of a relatior.rship seriously. Kali is the

dark skinned goddess who appears in many aspects, particularly in the late

and modern Hindu religion, but who is mosr commonly a four armed being

holding various insrruments of death, including a large sword and a severed

head, wearing a necklace of skulls and a skirt of severed arms, sricking our

her tongue and standing on rhe corpse whose head she has severed. Modern

Hindu ideology finds many aspecs of Kali, including a nurturing mother and

a love-goddess, but this is theology explaining a syncretism - these aspecrs are

likely other deities that have been subsumed by the dominant Kali cult. Kali,

as we shall discuss about Cybele, is a goddess of ecstatic mutilation and murder.

There is a theoretical basis for relating the Kali and cybele cults.33a There

is a known diffusion of culture from Sumeria by sea routes rhrough the persian

Gulf and to easrern Africa, including the Red Sea coasr, as well as into the

Indian subcontinent. There is a long standing trade route, utilized since before

recorded history between the Arabian Peninsula and the Horn of Africa and

the southern part of the Indian subcontinent. This trade roure, fueled by the

3rrAlso discussecl in (lhapter 8.

jll 
specificallv rcjcct the iclca that the Dravidian culture and lansuages arc of Indo-turopean

origin and that K:rli and thc (lreat Mother cult are part of the Inclo-European rradirion. 'lhis
theory is reallv too spcculativc to be worthy ofFurther discussion here, rh6ugh l kn6rv it has ha{
a resurgence in sorne circles. The Kali-cybele rclationship is speculative enough.

Kali
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shifting winds that also bring storms to the Indian Ocean, was the route by

which the L-haplogroup33s was able to spread from Africa to southern India,

the jumping offpoint for their spread into Australia and parts of the Phillipines.

This route goes back and forth between Africa-Arabia and India depending on

the season, and it is very possible that the religion of the Great Mother may

have been disseminated from India to east Africa through the Red Sea to the

eastern Mediterranean, possibly by the mediation of Egypt.336

The form of worship of Kali and the Great Mother, and the remnant of

the idea of the "black goddess" in the Near East, have been enough to persuade

many scholars that this dispersal did happen. No less a personage than Julius

Evola has written:

"This current has archaic exogenous origins, and it traces its roots to an

autochthonous spirituality that is visibly analogous to that of the proto-

historic, pelasgic and pre-Hellenic Mediterranean world; in fact, the

Hindu "black goddesses" (such as Kali and Durga) and those worshipped in

paleo-Mediterranean areas (Demeter Melaina, Cybele, Diana of Ephesus,

and Diana of Thuris ...) can be reduced to the same prototype. In this

substratum, corresponding to Indiat Dravidian populations, and, in part,

to strata and cycles of older civilizations,33T the cult of a Great Mother or

Universal Mother was a central motif, and it recovered an importance

practically unkown to the Aryan-Vedic tradition, and to its essentially virile

and patriarchal spiritualiry. This cult, which during the Aryan conquest

and colonization survived by going underground, reemerged in Thntrism

[and] in the manifold variety of Shaktic Hindu andTibetan divinities."

In the Thntric variant of the Hindu faith, the goddess appears in eight

rr''Ihe black race.

rt''l}e sarne path that the white race took frorn southern Mesopotamia, with a slightly different
point of origin.

'rlrHere Llvola e rroneouslv reflre nces the Harappan. I have omitted the reference.
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aspects, four pairs of one life-giving and one death-giving being, much as

Hathor and sakhmet are paired. This goddess is shakti, which is the chaotic

force of change in the world, which is opposed to the male force, Shiva, who

is the unmoving center, even while caught up in the chaotic dance of death

that is existence in time. Shiva brings Shakti into subordination, and the

worship of the Aryan and non-Aryan death divinities is known as the left-hand

path - as opposed to the right hand path of creative divinities such as Vishnu.

Modernists have tried to reinterpret Kali as some kindly mother figure, but she

is not - she is the death aspect with which a motherly "life" figure is paired.

The cult of Kali attempts to subsume all aspects of the goddess into aspects of
Kali, though that appears to be an inversion of the original relationship.

This essentially dualistic nature of the worship of the goddess in India

suggests an alternative theory for mediation into the Near Easr, and possibly

also the origin of the idea of the dual Hathor-Sekhmer nature of the goddess

in the east - if the worship of Kali were to have spread north and wesr from

Dravidian India, it would have encountered and syncretized with Ishtar first.

THs Ar\.{uN Curr eNo rns Gnser Mornen rN Ecypr

The cult of Horus was the dominant cult after Egyptian unification.338 It
was supplanted in the Fourth Dynasty by the cults of Re and Osiris, imports

from Sumeria. The Old Kingdom - which lasted through the Sixth Dynasty

- collapsed when climatic change caused the massive expansion of the Sahara

Desert. The chaos and warring dynasties which followed the old Kingdom

are known as the First Intermediate Period. The First Intermediate Period

terminated when the dynasty governing the city of Thebes, devoted to the bull-

god Montu, conquered the north and established the rule of a deity they called

rj'Horus was the cult of the proto-Aryan south, and sublimated the worship o[Serh, god of rhc
Semitic north, after southern Egypt destroved northern Egvpt during the war ofunification rhat
created the Egyptian empire. Seth was returned to equalitv with Horus in the Seconcl Dynasrv,
and several efforts to revive or rehabilitate him occurred throughout the entire three millennia of
Egvptian history. See Chapter 8, above, among others.
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Amun, "the hidden."

Amun's consort was known utrder several tranres, inclucling Maa, or

"mother." A later conception of Arnun placed hirn in :rn Ogdoad of fbur rnale-

female pairs of gods who created the universe frorn the interactiot.t of their

opposing principles. But this Ogdoad was a later theological developmerrt.ir''

The original Amun appears to have beer.r the "hidden" fbrce behind the creation

of the universe.la0 Prior to the ascension of his cult to power, an elIort was

made to associate him u,ith Atur-r, the "all," who u'as the divine being at the top

of the Ennead, and who created the universe through various getrerativc acts,

including sneezing, spitting ar.rd mastr-rrbation. After the ascetrsiotr of the cult

to power, Amun is associated with the sun-god Re as Amutr Re. In the very

late period, Ammonr''' was associated with the Aryan storm god Zeus, but this

appears to be the resuit of the Greek tendency to equate all chief masclrlirre

deities with Zeus.
'W'here the worship of Thebes origir.rirted has been a question for the

ages.rar Montu is a war god and a bull-god who became associated with t[-re

Semitic Baal. However, Montu appears to also be related to the bull-god of

Crete.r'ii The worship of Amun appears to have been secotrdary to the r'vorship

of Montu in Thebes until the formation of the Eighteenth Dynasty, n'here

r"'Ar Hcrmopolis, aud verv late fbr Egvpt - no carlier than rhr latc Nerv Kirrgrlrrn, sav l.J"
ccnrury ll.C., and possiblv as late :rs thc carlv 1'' nrillenniurn B.(1. Hcrorkrtus refircttccs this

when he tliscusses the eight antl tlte 12 eods of F-.svpt.

''"Though in this he had conipetition wirh Aturn, rvho u,:rs the cre:rtor of rlic (lreet F-nnead-
'fhis lurthcr suggests Ar.r.rurr's non-lntlo-F-uroPean or proto-ltrdo-F-ur()pean roots. See (llrtPter

1 0. belorv.

I' rT[ie (]reek fbrrnulation of Anrun.

'rrrHypotheses range from Asia and sub-Salraran Afiica to tlte North African Bcclouin. 'lhere

may be a relationship between tl.re religion oi L,uvpt ancl thc religions of sub-Srrh:rren Afric:r.
(liven how little has oriqinateti, culturallr,, in sub-Sahar:rrt Afiica, rnv tendetrcl' is to believc tltc
relationship is one ofan export fronr L,qvpt. -[he 

iclea Arnetr is a rttetliator lrctrvectr the (lrtat
Mother cults of India and rlrc Nc:rr Elst is a tnuch stronger possibilitr,.

'''Thcrc is a traclition of his worship havinu sprcad tlorvn the Nile, fioni (,rere. thoueh up thc

Nile, into Crete, seems morc realistic. Ihc bull was certainlv central ro thc Cretan firnn ot
rvorship, ancl Montu bears rnore than u passirrg relationship to the Minotrrur.
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south, which united Egypt under the Eighteenth Dynasty. This reunification

restores the reign name of "Amun" as Amenhotep, "peace of Amun," and,

much later, Tirtankhamen, "Living figure of Amsn."35t Akhenaten was three

quarters Mitanni.352 Originally named Amenhotep IV Akhenaten rebelled

against the domination of the Egyptian government by the Temple of Amun

and suppressed Amunt worship, closing its shrines and forbidding it to

worship. His intent was to restore the Sun - in its aspect as the sun diskAten353

- to its position of former dignity. However, the temple sponsored a rebellion

against Akhenaten, and, after his death, and the deposition of Akhenatent

queen, Nefertiti, Akhenatent son, Tutankhaten, was compelled to change his

name to Tirtankhamun and restore the templet worship. Tirtankhamun, also

likely assassinated, was replaced by Horemheb, one of his chief advisors. The

next pharoah, Horemheb, attacked the Near Eastern kingdoms that had been

lost under Akhenatent reign and restored the Egyptian empire.35a

The worship ofAmun appears to have been non-Indo-European in origin,

related to a sacred marriage with the goddess known as "the mother".355 Amunt

worship invoked the chthonic and demonic forces opposed to Indo-European

sociery including the goat god, and two figures associated with it and with

Thebes, Montu and Min, seem to relate it to the form of religion practiced at

Crete.. As such, it appears that Amun was part of the "Great Mother" cycle of
religions, and likely explains the associations made in Classical texts between the

pre-Mycenaean Greek nations of Thebes and Argos, among others, and Egypt.

atrcl Horus.

3-'rJhe restoratiotr of the reign nanre Amen shows that the religion of the Old Kingdom and the
orisinal religions olthe South had been alniost completely eclipsed by that of Amen.

IrTlte Mitanni being a Hurrian people ruled by an Indo-lranian (Arvan) ruling caste, in which
Aldienatett participated. (lenetic tests on Akhenaten's son, Tirtankhamun, have proven that the
lineage rvas of the same racial srock as'Wesrern Europeans.

"rAtetr is l:rter cquated with Mercury and Thoth. This is significant because Odin was also

syncretizetl w-ith these two. Odin has a strong relationship to Osiris, see Chapter 11.

r-rChaptcr 10 covers this portion ofhistory in great cletail.

r..Egypriall Mur.
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THB Rrres oF THE Gnser MorHsn

The rites of the Great Mother cult were recorded in historical time by observers

of the worship of Cybele. If one accepts that the worship of Dionysius is related

to that of the Great Mother cult, then accounts of his worship may be admitted

as wel1. Both reveal a religion that was focused on the bloody destruction of
life and efforts to find annihilation in orgiastic sensory experiences, including

cannibalism, vampirism, torture, mutilation, unrestrained sexuality and

intoxication.

Clement ofAlexandria, speaking ofthe rites of Dionysius inhis Exhortation

to the Heathens, explicitly links those rites ro the worship of a female god whom

he associated with the Biblical Eve and with a serpenr, stating that:

"The bacchanals hold their orgies in honour of the frenzied Dionysus,

celebrating their sacred frenzy by the eating of raw flesh, and go through

the distribution of the parts of butchered victims, crowned with snakes,

shrieking out the name of that Eva bywhom error came into the wodd. The

symbol of the Bacchic orgies is a consecrated serpent. Moreover, according

to the strict interpretation of the Hebrew rerm, rhe name Hevia, aspirated,

signifies a female serpent."

The priests of Cybele were feminine in narure and often dressed in

woment clothes, behaving and acting in a transsexual or homosexual manner.

During the festivals of Cybele, they would beat on drums and bash cymbals

while playing musical instruments to create an ecstatic whirling dance - a

dance and a celebration which they would often continue for days. Through

the ecstasy ofthe dance these priests appear to have developed an altered state

of consciousness in preparation for cutting themselves and other acts of self-

mutilation, culminating in self-castration - the ritual transformation of the

masculine into the feminine - and the destruction or consumption of the male

genitalia.
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The worship of Dionysius was known throughout Greece and consisted

of a similar rite. Dionysius was resisted by most of the Aryan-identified

mythical-historical figures of ancient Greece because his cult involved murder,

cannibalism, drunkeness and lust. Politically, Dior-rysius was associated with

democracy and the breakdown of hierarchical forms of social organizatior.r,

and his cult involved human sacrifice - three captured Persians are recorded

by Plutarchit6 as having been sacrificed to Dionysius; Thucydides records a

separate sacrifice of five Persians to Dionysius b), th. Atheniar-rs as well. The

focus of the Dionysian ritual was the evocation within the worshipper of the

nature of the wild beast, and the accompanying omophagiart: ir.r the manner

oF a beast feeding. Because many of Dionysius' decadent worshippers were

too feeble to tear animals able to defend themselves, often baby animals were

murdered in this fashion. However, the rnythical tradition makes it clear that

adult animals and humans were also legitimate sr.rbjects of the omophagic

ritual.rt8

The omophagia involved in ritual human sacrifice to Dionysius is sirnilar

to the Roman damnatio ad bestiast;" utilized ir-r the colosseum. The Roman

practice was borrowed from Carthage, a fact which ties it to the larger cvcle

of human sacrifice to the Great Mother.i('o This kind of execution was often

inflicted on religious and political criminals, though sometimes slaves were

'r"'ln his Life of Themistocles.

"-()rnophagia is the practice olkilling a living beinq bv tearirrq it to pieces antl corrsurrrirrrl ir'
raw blood and fiesh.

'"lhc 
ltlav knrtreu'c()n)(r to rrrinrl. th,,rrglr it ir Irrrt r)rr( l.rtr'('x;lnr[)le,,l'rr'lrAt rr.rr un(lcr\rrx)(l

throughout Clreece.

r'''Conrdenrtraticrn to the beasts. lhough it prc-clated (lhristianitv, it becarne the Ohrstiattos,tl
leonuru, or "Christians to the lions," :rficr it was applied to Clhristian religious ctissidents.

jt"'All 
f<>rms of murde r have beett tradition:rl[r, considcrctl to be a firrrn of sacrifice, inclurlinq

the executiott of prisoners and the rnurtler of cncmics in w:rr. 'Ihe Bible, firr inst:rnce, tkres not
differentiate betwcen hurnans niurclereri at the ter.nple lnr{ hunrans rnurdercd irr the genociclc

oFthe cities conquered bv the Hebrews. 'lhe rnodcrn worlcl lras fbrsotren this fact, thoush rhe

directors of the modern world have not. See mv book Ilte (-leturies of Reuolutiott tbr a firrthcr
cliscussion olthc significance of,,var and aborrion in tlrcse rcqartls.
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murdered in this fashion for amusement. In one insrance, a slave gifted with
musical talent was dressed as Orpheus, a prophet traditionally opposed to the

Dionysiac ritual, and placed in the arena with a lyre and told to sing.36r \X/hile

singing, wild beasts were allowed into the arena, and he was challenged to

soothe them with his song. Originally, tame animals were released to fool the

slave, but inserted among them was a rabid bear - who attacked and ate the

slave for the amusement of the crowd.362 Similarly, in another documented

instance, three female slaves were placed on "islands" in the arena and told to
sing. The islands were lowered into the watet to their panic, and the women

were torn by hippopotami - vicious territorial animals.

In this context, it is interesting that the games of the Roman colosseum

were dedicated to Consus - the god of consensus. Consus was rhe god that

drew the blood of the dead into the earth and made the dead indistinguishable

and thus the same, devouring their life force until they were nothing.363 This

myth of a soul-devouring or corpse-devouring monster under the earth is

also found in Ireland, where the monsrer is a wolf, in the Nordic tradition

of Nidhogg, where the monster is a winged serpent, and in the Egyptian

tradition surrounding Amemer, where the monster is a mix of a crocodile, a

hippopotamus, and a lion or leopard.36a

In every aspecr of the worship of the Great Mother and the worship of
Dionysius the same themes abound. One is the bloody mutilation, destruction

and consumption of living things. \X/hile this may be related to the theme of
"resurrection," there is also every indication that it was originally related to the

idea of a final death, since the consumprion of the being by the gods Consus,

Amemet and Nidhogg is supposed to represent a final destruction of rhe soul

r('rTlris story is fiorn Martial's Boob of the .\pectacles.

36r'fhere arc variants on thc death o[Orpheus, but thc disruption of his song:rnd [ris consumprion
bv wil.l lnirrrals ir Atnorrg rlro'e rlrirrrrrs.

lt'rThis is sinrilar to thc nrodern democratic artd conrmunist philosophv of equalizing rnan bv
reducing hini ro his lou,est cornlnon elernenr.

''n'l cxplore tliesc in (ihaptcr 8 and elsewhcrc in this book as well.
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rejected by the gods - whether Osiris or Odin - in the afterlife. Second is

intoxication, the submersion of the soul in altered states of consciousness,

and unbridled and unnatural expressions of the sexual instinct, particularly

homosexualiry and transsexuality.365 Third is the ideal of wild beasts and wild

nature - whether the lions pulling the chariot of Cybele or the bestial nature

of the Dionysian rites.

Baer

Baal is the god best known as the nemesis of the Jewish Yahweh in the Bible,

which chronicles the strength of a cult devoted to him from the founding of
the Jewish states in Palestine until about the 9'h century B.C., when his cult

fades from power. As with much of the peoples and religions referenced in the

Bible, what is seen there about this being is just the small corner of his worship

that intersected with the Hebrew people; the actual figure of Baal was part of
a much more extensive cult that had existed probably a thousand years before

its encounter with the Hebrews.

The Syriac deity Baal is first known in Mesopotamia, where the epithet

"Bel," or "lord of the place," is attached to the name Amarutu or Marduk366 in

the l9'h century B.C. text367 of the Eruuma Elish. Bel-Marduk is a Semitic368

storm deity36e who appears distinct from the Sumerian tradition onto which

r6tln Fairness to queers, therc are otlrer expressions of transsexual and bisexual natures in the
nrythic record tliat do not ir.nrnediately associate with the ritual destruction of life. I do not treat
rvitlr tlrcrn here.

""'Meroclacli is the Hebrew'variant of the nanre. Possibly lrom Sumerian Meru.Dug. Amar.utu
is Sunrerian "Solar cal[" in Akkaclirn. Semiric representations of Sumerian names is sometimes

problematic, as the Sumerian langr:age was often adopted in non-standard ways.

l('-T[re versiott krtown rvas discovcrccl in dre 7'1'century B.C, in an Assyrian library. The date of
its origin has been debatecl, but has not been placed later than the 1 1'h century B.C. No later
than the 1(r'r'century IJ.C. is reasonable, and 19d'or lBd'century B.C. is most likely.

""()r Scnritic acloption frorrr another culture.

r'"'lt lias bcen arguetl hc has a solar function, but this is not evident in his rnyth.
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he is grafted,37O and his greatest feat is the slaying of the water serpenr Tiamat

by filling her with wind until she bursts, and the separation ofTiamat into the

waters of the air371 and the sea.

Baal is also well known in the classical mythical tradition, where he

appears as Belus in several similar works, including

the Aenead, where Belus is the king of Phoenicia and

the father of Dido, who goes on to become queen

of Carthage.372 Belus is said in several texrs to have

traveled with Teucer.373 In one version of the text,

they conquer Crete together, and Belus assists Teucer

in establishing Teucer at Tloy, before establishing the

cities of Sidon andTyre in Phoenicia.

These Classical traditions, such as the Libraries of Apollodorus or the

Histories of Diodorus Siculus, have often been discarded and set aside by scholars

of Near Eastern culrures, despite being accepted as important mythographies

by Classical scholars. But what is really being said by "scholars" when rhey

discard this material is that these ml"thographies are hard to interpret and that

the scholars would rather spend their time with something easy about which

they can either say something definite or say somerhing commonplace and thus

win appreciation from their peers. For instance, it would have been impossible

3:"He replaces a Sumerian figure which appears to have perforrned his deeds in an earlier rnyth
cycle.

rTrrhe ourer armosphere - what we would call "space" 
- 

in both Sumerian and Egyptian culture,
was thought of as a "water" that intersected at some point with the oceans. \We have a similar
conception when we refer to space vehicles as "ships" and use naval rerms ro describe their llight.

r-iTlre Baal of rhe Aenead has been associated with a historical Phoenician king, part of a lineage
that often utilized the name "Baal" in their royal names, but this is disputed. As in all histories,
the mythical componenr and the historical component are syncretized in the personaliw. Here,
we only introduce this Belus as evidence of a further link to Phoenicia. One musr also note that
the source used to relate this Belus to a historical king isJosephus, theJew, whose unclerstanding
of the ancient world was generally deficient and corrupt, and who is overly relied on by modern
scholars, as his works have in[ormed a well rooted tradition in both Jewish and Christian religious
learning.

3'3The Hittite god'Ihrkhun.

Crescent of Baal
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for a person educated in the Classical tradition of the l9'l' century A.D. to

make as meaningful a statement about the career of Belus and Teucer, because,

while Belus was understood as Baal, Teucer could not have beer.r understood as

Thrkhun, because the Hittite culture had not been discovered and the Hittite

language was unknown. Rather than speculate that Teucer was a deiry that

perhaps had some real relationship to the Near and Middle Eastern Baal cr-rlt,

it was easier to just attack the recorders of his myth as less learned than the

modern scholar and the stories recorded as erroneous, corrupt, or obscure.

From the fragments known to the classical world, it has been hypothesized

that Belus was seen as the son or father of a sun god, or occupied the role

of Geb - an earth god - in the Sumerian-Egyptian Ennead. Both of these

argumenrs have dilficulties.rta

The stronger argument is that Baal was equated with the Classical Saturn

-the Titanic deity of the race of gods that were displaced by the Mvcetraean

and Indo-European invasions of the Mediterranean.r:i This ur.rderstanding

is certain in the medieval period, where Saturr.r was believed to have ruled in

Crete and been a name of Baal.l:t'
'W'hat 

is known of Baal worship in practice is fragmented. Baal was one ol:

the two chief gods of the Phoenicians.r;r Because the name "Baal" is a generic

meaning "lord of the place," it has been suggested that multiple figures may be

''-rFor instance, Belus sharcs no attributes with Cleb.

r-tSaturn is also a usurpcr that overturns his father, the skv eod Uranus. See tl.rc discussion in

this chaptcr, above.

r-r'A description given in thc Eddas ancl based upon the (lhristian learning of thc Dark Agcs.

Grimm also remarks and believes that Satum was a name of l,oki, which is whv tlre (]crmanic

system of naming the days retainecl "Saturclay". As such, l.oki is the bountl qod which he

resembles: tphon-Seth. Crinim'.s equation of Loki rvith Pronretheus, :rnrl tlre resultinq

equationofI'rometheusanclBaal,nratchesrnyo\\,r1 thoughtsotrthe issue. Clrirnm:rlsonotesthc
Eddic name of ()din as Sathr, possiblv clerivcrl frorr the *plL. "sat," or "beins," antl the possiblc

ecluation of Saturn with the Vcdic Satyavrarata -"turner of the wheel." See (lrinrrl, Iiutortit
Mythology, I 248 -249, fbr rnorc.

'r-rV/hether this was the same :rs B:ral of l\4csopotanria is debatecl.
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incorporated under the name "Baal." Baalt counterpart was Adon.378 It seems

Baal is a separate figure from Adonis, the consort of the Great Mother, though

Baal appears associated with the Great Mother cult. Some early Egyptologists

argued that Adon was identical to Aten, the sun diskt:2, the corruption of
the science of Egyptology by Soviet, Marxist and Jewish trends, all of which

demanded that the Egyptian religion not be studied "compararively'' with

its neighbors, has caused this association to be abandoned before it could be

fully investigated. In Carthage, Baal was syncretized with the Egyptian Amun

to form Baal Haamon, the deity the Hebrews called Molech. The first born

children of Carthaginian noble families were sacrificed to Baal Haamon by

throwing them into a fire burning in the heart of a bronze idol built to the god,

apparently part of a fertility ritual, possibly also to give success in war or to
allow dangers that threatened the entire community to be overcome.38o

There is also the tradition given in Diodorus that Baal, brother ofAgenor,

was the father ofAegyptus - of the Egyptian nation - that further ries him inro

the cult of Amun, ihe island of Crete, and the religious traditions of Thebes,

which, as we have seen, are much more indisputably related to the religion of
the Great Mother.38r

The religion of the Carthaginians and Phoenicians382 was later exported

to Etruria - a process many Etrurians objected to, resulting in the publication

of what may have been the worldt first anti-semiric literarure.383 The name

"Baal," though, does not appear in Etrurian literature.3sa The primary god of

l-tAlso a generic, rneaning "lord of thc person."

' "l)isctisserl in this chapter, above.

rt"lt is intcrestitlg to note that Carthagc:rlso integrated the worship ofAsclepius, a gocl ofhealing
associatcd u'ith the scrpcnt, untler the n:rnre ()sman. The attributcs of the C:rthagini;ul c.lnon
nrirror thc ser oFtlemonic cleities that arc the subject of this explorarion.

'rtlSee nry [rroarl cligression inro Diodoms in Chapter I0.

ltrCarthaqe q,as a cokrnt' of l'hoenicia.

}rSce (ihapter (r.

"'At leasr as llrr as wc know F,truscan literature is largely uninterprctctl.
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the Etruscans was love, and, as I argue in other essay in this book, this name

"Iove" was related to that of the Great Mother goddess Iuno - and was not a

cognate derivation from the name of the Indo-European sky god *Diw.385 It
also formed the basis of the Hebrew name "YH\trI{.'386

The attributes of Baal that are known to us include an association with

the storm, an association with the lighting of fires on mountain-tops, and an

association with the ash spear or central pole, around which dances are believed

to have occurred. In this context, there is an association with a little known

Classical my,th of Caenis / Caeneus,387 who was a woman who desired to be a

man and be invulnerable, and who was granted this wish by Poseidon. After

this transformation, he / she is said to have thrust his / her spear into the

ground and demanded that others worship it; in revenge, Zeus slew him/

her, by having the centaurs bury him / her under a pile of tree trunks at the

wedding of Pirithoos and Hippodamia. In one variant of the story, Caeneus

then emerges from the tree trunks as a yellow bird, like the phoenix from the

ashes.388 The act of thrusting the spear into the ground and demanding others

worship it is a strong parallel with the Baal myth, indicating that Baal and this

god/goddess Caenis / Caeneus may be the same figure. The names Caenis and

Caeneus are likely identical to the Hebraic name Cain.

Other references to the ash tree and the ashen spear abound in myth.

How many relate to Baal is uncertain. The blood oflJranus, after his castration,

causes the spirit of the ash tree to sprout from the ground. The age of bronze

'r"Scc Ohapter 8.

'ri6Also cliscussctl in C)hapter Il.

"'Mentiotted in Ovid'.s Ll(tuottorphoses, not the best source, ancl the Argonautica of Apollonius
of Rhotles, among othcrs.

ii''Ihe phocnix, or ben ben bircl, is associatetl with Egyptian sun worship, antl with the obelisk
that was pl:rced outsicle Egvptian sun temples, and on the Capirol Mall in'$7'ashington, DC. I
have chosen not to firlly ciiscuss this theme here, but the obelisk in DC is intended as a massive

perch lor the ptroetrix, ancl tics the Masonic cult that established the United States in widr the
worship oF llaal, whonr I havc argued elservhere is, in the form he was known in the late Middle
Aees, the god of Freern:rsonrrr
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in Hesiod is defined by a race of men with ashen spears who dedicate their lives

to fighting and to death. The ash tree in Persian my,th, as in the Nordic, was

the source of the first man.

Further, there are extensive references to the spear and the pole in ancient

forms of worship - the most common being the pole dances and May Day

celebrations that have existed from the most ancienr times throughout Europe,

though there are also a number of Nordic figures that incorporate the word
"geir-", "spear-", into their epithets. The giant Geirrod, a ferocious demon

of the underworld slain by Thor, is one that leaps to mind, though there are

figures such as Geir-vandil and women like Geir-rothe who may relate as well.

It has generally been believed that the demonic beings Beli - slain by Frey- and

Bil and Billing are related to rhe name "Baal"; some have suggested a similar

relationship to the root "Bal-" in Baldur. All of this has been very speculative

but gives possible routes for further exploration.

The last definite thing known about Baal is that he was often equated

with the Egyptian Seth, particularly by the Hebrews of the Saul-ite monarchy.

Figures with Egyptian names such as "Mer-ib-baal," "beloved heart of Baal,"

also appear in the Bible as "Ish-bo-Seth,"38e where the divine name "Seth"

occupied the same function as the divine name "Baal". This equation survived

into the Roman empire and was part of the occult "wisdom" which survived

that empiret fall.3eo This confusion, and the confusion of both with the Persian

Zoroaster, led to the foundation of the cult of Freemasonry as well as other

occultist movements of the Dark and Middle Ages that have continued into

the present day.3er

rtelt has been argued that rhis should be Ish-Bosheth, or "Man of Shame," not related to the
Egvptian name "Seth." This is a late interpretation and I rend to disagree with it, as it requircs
deriving the good Egvptian name "Meribbaal" lrom a non-Egvptian root.

re"The confusion of Seth and Baal is evident in things such as the idea of the Baal as having
constructed the Tower of Babel with the assistance of "72 master masons!" expressed in Snorri
Sturlasont Eddaand,inwritingsasearlyasthoseofOrosiusandEusebiusofCaesara.

r'rDetailed somewhat in my book Tl)e Centuries of Reuolution. Eusebius claims this is from a

tradition recorded by the Persian Artabanu hhisJewish History. This work is lost.
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The exact posture of Baal ir"r the religion oFthe Great Mother is uncertain,

but the relationship seems certain. The pairing of Baal with the Indo-European

storm god Teucer indicates that they performed a similar function in their

respective cults, and that the two understar.rdings ol the god had sr.rfficiently

equal stature and acceptance that they could be referred to as "brothers".

Viktor Rydberg has noted that many gods ir-r Indo-European cultures have an

anti-god of similar attributes; i.e., that there are "good" and "evil" storm gods,

"good" and "evil" fire gods, and the like, and the partr.rering of Teucer and Baal

may be an example of this phenomenon.rer It seems reasonable to cor.rclude

that Baal was understood by Indo-European societies as a type of evil storm

god, opposed to the lndo-European sky father.

Tup Grper Morssr AND THE HesREws

The religion of the Great Mother has survived most importantly into the modern

world thorugh its influence upon the religion of the Hebrews, whose faith

began as a polytheistic mishmash of the pagan faiths which they er.rcour-rtered

in their travels through the Middle East ar.rd Egypt.

Coming out of Egypt, several forms of Hebrew worship are ktrou,n,

including worship of the god Yahweh, of Baal, of the golden call and of
Asherah. I have argued elsewhere that Yahweh is a composite of the Egyptian

god Seth, which features in the Old Testamer.rt as the founding ancestor of the

Hebrew line, the serpent Apep, and of Baal himself.r')r Elsewhere in this book,

I argue that the name Yahweh is ar-r adoption of the name Iove, which is a name

related to the religion of the Great Mother.r"'' Given the syncretism of Iove

and Iupiter, it is possible that the worship of Iove provided the "storm god"

aspect which I have elsewhere argued the Hebrews adopted from Yahweh's rival

'''rRyclberg illustrates this bv opposing Asni-Hcimdal rvidr [.oki.

'"'See nry book, The (.enturies of Renlution.

r''Though, as Veiove, or "younq Jovc", it appears this uarrre referred prinrarily to the resurrecterl

god, the consort of the (lreat Mother, as opposcrl to thc otlrer fiqlrres involvetl.
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Baal.ret

Asherah, the rnother goddess of the Hebrerv people, is a complex figure.

References to her appear throughout the Bible, in the fort, of festivals with
raisin cakes and the erection of Asherah poles - sirnilar to the Baal pole and

the rvorship of the spear previously described. Later cl.rurch fathers explicitly

linked the raisin cakes of Asherah ro rhe rires of Dio,ysius and the Great

Mother, staring that:

Are they,ot sesarne cakes, and pyramidal cakes, a*d globular a,d flat cirkes,

ernbossed all over, a.d lumps of salt, and a serpe,t the symbol of Dionysus

Bassaretrs?Je6

The ,ame is related lir-rguistically to Ishtar, though wl-rich aspect of lshtar

Asherah reflects is u,clear.reT The religion oI the golden calf , which aprpears

to have bee, tl're popr-rlar religion of the Hebreu.s,r"s is the worship of Isis

ar.rd Hathor as a sersLror.rs love-h-rsr figure.r"e Very Iikely, the Hebrews, :rs with

other Near Eastern people, recognized Ishtar and Isis as the same deiq.,, a'd the

worship of either the golden call, Asherah, or both resernbled that of Aphrodite

on r-rearby Semitic Cyprus * lvhere ritual prostitution was practiced.a00

Asherah was probably nor, in her original conception, identical ro rhe

r"'Realll', that Iove took otr a "stornt gocl" :rspect through lris syncretization rvith Iupitcr tliLrs
rlernonstr:rting that love's attributes were not so o1.r1-rosctl to thosc of thc sforrn sod thet they
could not bc svncretized.

r''6Clemcrrt crf Alcx:rntlria, Exltortation to t/te Heathens.

l'''l argrte in clr:rpter 8 th:rt she tnav have been thc "war" aspect, and thus corltr:lsrc(1 Isis. 'lhis
is not certain.

r'"At no poittt alter tlte tlcsrruction of the-lbmplc of Solornon is ir saicl that the people of Judaea
attd Sanr:rria aclhcreil to Yahrveh. '1he usual lornrula is that the rulers tlitl or did not :idhere to
Yrhwch, but thc people contintted in error antl rvorshippcd the qolclcn calf or sonre othcr rlcitr,.

'""See the discussion above in this chaptcr.

"""it is notable itr this respect that rvhen the Deutorononrist texr is rliscovererl, a renrl)le pricsrcss
i\ curl\lrlrc(l to 1r1,,1',' ir'.urrlrcrrrir'irv.
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"Great Mother." The worship of Asherah and/or the golden calf may, in fact,

have been the most harmless form of religion that the Jews ever practiced. Its

message of universal love may have even informed the trends that led to the

redemptive religion of Christ.a0t The masculine deities of the Hebrew, Yahweh

and Baal, have the strongest ties to the Great Mother cult. And there is no

indication that the Hebrews moderated the pagan forms of worship related

to Yahweh at all - their own Bible calls for regular human sacrifices from the

worshippers of other faiths.ao2

Clet'r r,Nr oF ALExANDRIAT"j

An early cl-rurch father, Clement o[ Alexandria, ir-r his Exhortation to the

Hedtlteru, has probably captured in a few paragraphs more of the worship of

the Great Mother, as it was known in the second century A.D., than any other

wrirer. \Writing against the cult, which competed with that of his early Catholic

Church, he first tells of a mystery in rvhich Zeus seduces his mother, Demeter,

in a rirual involvir.rg a drink of urine,'lo" the tearing of a heart from a living

victim, and "cleeds that we dare not name." Zeus wins Demeter, according to

clement, by "having torn away the orchites of a ram, brought them out and cast

them at the breasts of Derneter, paying thus a frauduler-rt penalty for his violent

ernbrace, preterrdir.rg to have cut out his own." This explains the castration that

was part of the rites o[Cybele. Here, Dionysius should be read for Zeus and

Cybele fbr f)emeter.

He then gives r-rs the myth that:

Demeter becomes a mother, Core is reared up to womanhood. And,

"'r'lhough, as tr resurrccrcd gorl, if so, thc evidence of the Great Mother is apparent.

*'rleviticus 27. Sce rny discussion elsewliere in this book.

"il havc quorctl Cilcrlcnr throughout this chapter. I stronglv recommend Chaptcrlwo of
his Exhorntilon to the Heathens, :ulusinslv titled "The Absurditv and Impiety of the Heathen

.lr'lysterics and F:rbles About the []irth arrd Death of Their Gods."

'""'(lall", but "unrncntion:rble."
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... this same Zeus has intercourse with his own daughter Pherephattaao5 ...

Ceres [being] the mother ... forgetting his former abominable wickedness.

Zeus is both the father and the seducer of Core, and shamefully courts

her in the shape of a dragon; his identity, however, was discovered. The

token of the Sabazian mysteries to the initiated is 'the deity gliding over

the breasl,'-the deity being this serpent crawling over the breasts of the

initiated. ...

Pherephatta has a child, though, to be sure, in the form of a bull, as

an idolatrous poet says, 'The bull the dragont father, and the father of the

bull the dragon, on a hill the herdsman's hidden ox-goad," alluding, as I
believe, under the name of the herdsmant ox-goad, to the reed wielded by

bacchanals.

He then follows with the myths of Dionysius' birth and the rape of
Persephone.

Here, Clement ties together the imagery of the cult ofthe Great Mothera06

in a cohesive story, indicating that the bull of the Great Mother cult is the

child of the serpent, and that the serpent is the child of the Great Mother who

copulates with her, then rapes his own daughter.aoT

CoNcrusroNs

Elsewhere, I have argued that the "wilderness" aspect of the Hebrew deity

Yahweh is the same as the "horned god" or goat-man of the witch cults,

which medieval Christianity identified with Satan.ao8 I have also argued that

a"tKore and Pherephatta are both names of Persephone or Proserpine.

'""See also Chapter 10, below.

'i"7This may be paralleled in the Nordic myths of Helig Hundingsbani, who commits the sarne
crimes.

'"'Chapter 1 1, below.
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an aspect of Yahweh that led to his eqr.ration rn'ith the gods Seth and Typhon

was borrowed frorn the Egyptian serpent Apep, and ir.r that aspect Yahweh

also equates with an even older idea of the dernor-ric underworld serpent that

threatens mankir-rd.r0') If I am correct that the nameYahweh is borrowed fiont

Iove, and that Iove is related more closely to the worship of the Great Mother

than the Indo-European storm god, then all of the other similarities betu'eer.r

the faith of Yahweh, which became the dominant faith of the Hebrew people in

the 6'r'century B.C., and the Great Mother religion are explained - the modern

Jewish faith is, in at least some aspects, a colrtinuation of the chthonic forms of

worship that have dominated the Near East since time immemorial.

'"''See nrv 6ook The Oennuits of Reuolutiort
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