
CHAPTER 7

TnB Hlrrtrns

Tbis cltapter./irst appeared rts an article in the Barnes Reuiew, Mar/Apr 2012.

uring the great migration of the Indo-European peoples from the

Central Asian plains, a branch of the Indo-Iranian family shot

out into {n21slia-rnodern Tirrkey-and founded an empire that

would last half a millennium. The Hittites refected the Nordo-Germanic

culture of which they were a part, while also infuencing the development of

Classical Greek, and thus 'Western, civilization. Yet the culture of the Hittites

was buried for millennia in the mountains of what today is central Tirrkey.

Even since its discovery, it has been the subject of intense debate, with scholars

intent on deconstructing the Indo-European migration hypothesis making it,

like the Hurrians, the target of intense criticism and attacks, in an effort to keep

Anatoliat amazing ancient Aryans obscure.

Hrrrrrs Hrsronv

The Hittites were certainly an Indo-European people, closely tied to the Indo-

Iranian, and, thus, the Nordic culture. Among other evidence, the Hittite

language - the oldest Indo-European written language, older even than

Sanskrit-clearly shows their participation in the Indo-European cultural

family.

Hittite history is divided, roughly, into three periods-the Old Kingdom,

the interregnum, or Hurrian occupation, and the New Empire, or just imperial,
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period. The old Kingdom begins in approximately the early rTth century
B.c.,tz: but the Hittites almosr certainly entered Asia Minor beforehand.rT6.

Two other Indo-European peoples, the Luwians and Palains, entered either
just before or at the same time, and the differences that developed between

their languages, as they diverged from their common root, have caused the

extrapolation that all three must have been in fuia Minor at least 400 years

before their written languages are known.

In particular, it is believed that the Luwian people entered Asia Minor over

the Hellespont from the Balkans.tTT Early Anatolian culture, pre-Hittite old
Kingdom, has produced artifacts, including copper bull statues, that appear

to be derivative or part of kurgan culture, which was the culture of the Aryans

on the Eurasian steppes.rT8 Tracing these artifacts has caused archaeologists

to believe that the Luwians conquered the city of Ti"oy, renaming it as llos,
and initially spread along the west coast of fuia Minor into the south, either
adopting or founding the culture of Minoan Crete.

\x/hile this theory accords with the mythical Greek histories, there are

issues with it-particularly the fact that Minoan culture, prior to the Mycenaean

conquest, does not appear to have been Indo-European in form. Further, if
this was the case, then the Luwians adopted the culture of the Great Mother,

discussed below, whichwas definitelynot Indo-European in form. Also arguing
against this interpretation is the fact that contemporaries separated the people

of the civilization of the Great Mother ethnically from the Indo-Europeans in
Anatolia. on the other hand, arguing somewhat in favor of this interpretation

is the known relationship between the culture of the Etruscans and the cultures

'TtThis is debated, as there is a question whether to include the dynasty of Kattusas in the Hittite
Old Kingdom.

rt6'W/hether by sea, over the Caucasus, or oyer the Hellespont is debated.

rTTThough, bv the end of the Hittite period, the Luwians were established in southeast
Anatolia.

r:EKurgan is one ofthe Indo-European cultures. The Indo-Europeans had alreadv diverged into
separate cultural groups prior to the development ofkurgan culture.
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of 'Western Asia Minor, and the fact that one version of the Etruscan migratior.r

myth, that given in Herodotus, claiming descent from the Lydians, is a proro-

version of the Germanic migration myth.r")

THp OI-o KtNcpor'a - Lrrpr.e.rtoN FRoM Sr,ulrIc MEncueNrs

Prior to the Hittite Old Kingdom, a

dynasry arose at Kattusas, and this dynastv

is kr-rown to the modern world primarill'

through its contact with Assyriar-r

merchants, who appear to have dominated

the trade of this kingdom until the 19'r'

century B.C. We know of these Semitic

merchants through correspondence b1'

which their rights were asserted and protected by the early Assyrian emperors.

W'hether the northern Anatolian kingdom of Kattusas is Hittite, though, has

been the subject of some debate, and it is generally excluded from the formally

recognized Hittite kingdoms and empires.

The Hittites, who called themselves the "Neshites," expanded lrom

Kattusas and absorbed the culture olra people that preceded them, the Hatti,

from which the name "Hittites" is derived. They also completely exterminated

this people.rs0 The identity of the Hatti is unclear, but they appear to have had

some relationship to the Sumerians.rs' One of the peoples that the Hittites

displaced, however, appears to be the people that was known to the Clreeks as

the Pelasgians, and who migrated into the Peloponessus perhaps 22 cet.rturies

before Christ. And effort has been made to identify these people with the

'-"See Chapter 6. Accepting tlris interprctation recluires onc to ittvert what is suggesrcd in that

chapter to see the Etruscan mvth as deriverl fionr the Norclic, r:rther than the Norclic nrvth rs

deriveci from the Etruscan.

r'"()r at least clairn to have done so in their historics.

$rThough that identi6cation has becn challcneed, ancl the cvirlcncc cither rvav is utrck:ar bccluse

so little is known of the Hatti peoplc.

Hittite Art
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Luwians and the kingdom of Arzawa or Azzawa as well, though this almost

certainly incorrect. r s2

The Hittites faced several major rivals in Asia Mi,or. one was the culture
of the Great Mother, which was cenrered in crete, and rvhich profou,dll,
ir.rfluer.rced the development of Greek, Roman, and Semitic culture. Like the

Hatti, the culrure of the Great Mother is obscure, and known to us prim:rrily
through irs remnanrs ir.r Greece, a,d through the influe,ce it had on the

worship o[ Isis- Ishtar- Asherah and its itrtegration which the Indo-European
myth of Gaia a.d the great cow.rsrAttempts have been made to link it ro the

Indo-European Luwia's, though its serpent worship ar.rd the predominar.rce of
the female god makes it non-Indo-European in form.r8{

Despite rhese encounrers, the first major rivals of the Hittites were rheir
fellow Anarolia, Indo-Er-rropeans, whom the Hittites cor-rqr-rered and :rbsorbed

in their forrnation of the "old Kingdorn" of cer.rtral, southern and sourheasrerp

A.atolia bv the early 18th centr.rry. They then expanded west and vassalized the

kingdorn 6f ,{17x1vx-who, rnany believe, gave Asia irs name-a.rd condr-rcted

relatio.s with the ciry of Tioy, known to them as "\Wilusa", a form of ,,llos,,.

TuE Er,tprnr - BoRN or CoNrlrcr \ihru rHs HuRRTANS

In the east, the Hittites were rivaled by the Hurria.s, a.d, evenrualli,, the
Hurria, kingdorn of Mittani. The rise of the Hurrians seerns to have broke.
the links between the pre-old-Kingdom Hittites and the Assl,rians, freeing the

early Hittites of dorninance by Semitic mercanrile interests and allor,ving then.r

to claim their independetrce. The Hurrians also conquered and established

rtrAs is atn'irlcntific:rtion bctween the Lurvians and Azzawa. 'llie rliscovcry of thc l.uwi:urs antl
Az.zarva is relirtivelv nov antl obscurc, ancl, like all neu,rrn.l ,,b.curc rhirrg.. rhcr..rrc the strbject
of all sorts of spcculation. Again, missing rhe picce of rhe puzzle *," u"..1, marr tric,s to fbrce in
thc pieces he has.

lirSee (lhapter 9.

rt'Notethepattern: "scholars"haveane"vpiece,andtheyhavernacleancl'Iirrttolititcvenrvhcre.
-I}is 

is lrcxv hurnan knorvlcdge advanccs trial ancl crror.
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a dynasty over what had been Assyrian territory in northern Mesopotamiar85

where Indo-European names come to predominate at several points in different

areas during the second millennium B.C. Ironically, these dynasties would

eventually be overcome by the Hittites that the Hurrian ascension had freed.

Like the Hittites, the Hurrians have been the target of an intense effort

by communist and Soviet pseudo-scholars to deconstruct their Indo-European

heritage, part of a broader Jewish attack on the Indo-EuroPean migration

theory. The Hurrians appear to be an Armenianr86 people who were conquered

and governed by an Indo-Iranian minoriry possibly one that drove them over

the Caucasus Mountains and then subjugated themr87. The Hurrian religious

form is firmly Indo-Iranian, and likely a close cognate of the Vedas and Zend

Auesta, and a Mittani horsemanship manual used by the Hurrian governing

caste further cements that relationship.l8s But the language of the common

Hurrian people is an isolate, related only to lJrartian, the language of their

successor state, urartu. However, language isolates and the adoption of the

language of the Near and Middle Eastern masses by the Indo-European invaders

are common, and the fact that the Indo-Iranian language of the Hurrians may

have been restricted to the upper castes is nowhere near as decisive as Soviet

scholars have made it to be.r8e

The Hurrians overran the Hittites in the 16th century, and subjugated

r"Ancl possiblv sourhern Nlcsopourtaia :rs rvell.

rtf'As the crlitor of TBR, John'f iffanr,, lrrrs pointccl out to me, thc Armenians spcak an Indo-

F.uropcan l:rnqulge, though thcv are lronr a disrant branch ofthe Indo-European furnily.

r'-An alrcrnarive theory makes these Indo-lranian people related to the Medes, and thus

approaching thc Hurrians lront tlre west and northwest.

rttThc Sovict urqunler)r is tli:rt only the ruling caste of tlre Hurrians participated in Inclo-]ranian

culture, and thar rhe nrasscs ofthe people wcrc cthnically distinct. lhis is possible but cloes trot

changc rnanv ofthe racial argrrments tliat havc been made about peoples, suclr as the Egvptian

Pharoah Aklrenaton, who have Hurrian-Miranni arlmixture.

rt''LJecausc rhc lnrlo-Europeans still invacied even il thev onlv constitutecl the governing

m:rjoritv of the population, rhey still invaded and conquered the broader strata. However, these

schohrs rvill boldlv tlecl:rrc the Hurrians "non-lndo-European" and thus say "the Indo-European

invasion is a racist construct," knorving that fcw can understand the argument and sce the non

sciquitur.
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them for several decades, until Tirdhaliyas I or his son Hattusilis II, having

overthrown Hurrian domination in his sub-kingdom of Kizzuwatna, was able

to lead a revolution against the Hurrian empire and overthrow its dominance,

uniting the other vassal kingdoms of the Hittites under him, and eventually

creating the Hittite empire. This empire expanded to the Aegean in the west,

southern Palestine in the south, and Assyria in the east.reo

Regardless of his personal origins, his dynasty was certainly heavily

intermarried with the Aryan strata of the Hurrians. This Hittite Empire
confronted the forces of the Pharoah Akhenaton in the l4th century, and

that brought the Apiru-the Hebrews-into what became the kingdoms of
Judaea and samaria.rer It is also this empire that eventually smashed rhe Indo-
European kingdom of the Mittani and blocked the expansion of the Assyrians

back to the west for 200 years.re2

The Hittites battled the forces of Egrpt in the 13th and into the 12th
century, when an invasion from an unknown source smashed their empire and

fractured it into component ethnic kingdoms.re3 These kingdoms persisted in
Anatolia until their conquesr by Assyria and / or persia at various points in the

first half of the first millennium before Christ. It is believed that the Hittite
empire was smashed by the Sea Peoples-the victorious Greeks departing from
Tioy-but the best evidence of that is a description given by the later Assyrian

conquerors of Asia Minor in which they describe the defeat of the Mushki
people-who are believed to be a sea People and the Mysians, relatives of the

r')"An alternate version of this history makes Tirdhalivas I of Hurrian clescent himself, and one
of several Hurrian kings of the fractured Hittite lands, who rose to prominence by uniting the
Hurrian kinglets.

r!lSee Chapter 10, below.

rerApparently the Hittites never forgot their experiences with the Semites, much as the Romans
and Etruscans with the Carthaginians, as detailed in Chapter 6.

rurThough the Hittite empire was in decline after its defeat or stalemate at the battle of Kaclesh
in the early l3'1' century BC. Both Egypt and the Hittites claimed victory. Though rhe Hittite
kingdoms were ruled by ethnic Hittites or Hurrians, the majoriw of the populatiori in many area
remained non-Hittite and non-Hurrian, though this substrata was often also Indo-European.
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Phrygians that were later knowr-r to the Greeks.r')' Another theory states that,

though the Sea Peoples weakened the Hittites, ultimately, the Armenoid hill

peoples on the northeast fringes of the Hittite empire - the Caska or Gasga

peoples - delivered the final death blow.

Hrrrrrr LeNcuacp

In the early 20'l' Century, the Hittite language was proven to be L"rdo-European.

This proof was strongly resisted by both communist and Christian scholars,

who had wanted the Hittites to be independent of the Indo-Europeatrs, and

who brutally ridiculed and drove out of academic circles the first scholar to

propose such a thing - until a second scholar, Bedrich Hroznt', emerged a

decade later and gave defir-ritive proof. Evetr so, the academic cornmunitv uever

forgave Hrozny for proving them wror.rg, and his later career was marked by,

academic persecution at several ur.riversities.

The Hittite language is largely an absorption of its geographic predecessor,

Hatti, though there are eight component tongues which are believed to

have ir.rfluerrced its development. The Hittites are the first Indo-Europearr

peoples of the c. 2000 B.C. migration to have developed a written langr,rage

or hieroglyphics, but they largely abar.rdor-red this in favor of a variant of

Akkadian I et cuneiform.

However, the rnethod by which the Hittites adopted their language to

the Semitic syllabary is revealing, and useful fbr linguistic anall'sis of proper

names in adopted from the Indo-Er-rropean by Senritic languages, such as

Hebrew. Semitic syllabary is ofien in the form of consonant-vowel,''"' or

vowel-consonant, though sometimes the vowels star.rd alone-much like in

i'"A problerr wirh this is that seve r:rl of tlrc Sea l)coples scern to have originatecl within thc Hittitc
Empire or on its southern antl rvestern fringcs. See tlrt discussiou of(,cttesis 10 in (,hapter zi.

r'''A Serniric language of ccntral lvlcsopotanii:r thlt lrccanrc thc stanrl:rrd l,urquaqe of diplorrracr'

in the second nrillenniunr B.(-.

r"t'Particularly in northern Mesopotanliir. Bv thc carly first centurv B.(.., A'.r'riln u rtr

st:rndartlized on a set of eiglrtv-sorrre vowe] t:,r c()ns()nant-vi)wel synrbols.
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the phonograrns o[ the Egyptian a.d Sumeriar.r la,guages. Thus a .ame i,
the Inclo-Europea, form of, say "lOVE," or Jove, rnight appear i, Semitic
transliteration as Ia-ho-va-ah, or "Jehovah"-which is precisely where the Jeu,s

derived the name of the Clod they, call YH\f H, or yahweh-Jehovah.rr:

THe Tn.oleN Vat

The adoption of Indo-European narnes by the Semitic la'guages in rrse ir.r

the Hittite empire has beer-r of particular interesr because of the ntrnrber ol
references to the peoples and places of the Tiojan .i7ar that appear in Hittite
texts. In the archives of Amuwar.rdas I appear references to the Ahhil,awas or
Ahhiyas, :rnd to an Attarissiyas of Ahhiya who attacks a king of the "mou,rain

la,d of Zippasala" r.ramed Madduwattas. 'rhese Ahhiyawas fbu,d the citr. of
Millawanda, which later, urrder the reign of Mursilis II,,"vars with the Hittites.
Eve, later, the Ahhiyawa are named, along with Egypt, Babr4on ar-rc1 Assyria,

as one of the great po\\'ers of the Near East. And a later king of Millau,anda
has a brother ,amed Thwagaiawas, who assists the People of Lukl<a La,d (rhe

Lycians) against raiders. h-r these records we find the Achaeans under the narne

ol the Ahhivawa (fiom a hypothetical fbrm Achaiwa), and city of Milerr-rs ur.rder

the name of Millawanda. while some have argued that the Achaetrns shoLrld be

Ahhiyar.via, and thus could not be theAhhiyarva, this is the kincl of rrgurnent
that philologists love and no hurnan being can rationally 1111dsp512nd-16

accept it, one has to create a second people with almost exactly the same name

as the Achaear.rs, aln.rostly the same characteristics, and ir.r alrnost exacrly rhe

same place-an irratior.rality that is discarded by occarnt Razor. Irs Son.re have

r'-This cquation, rvhich is srronglv rcsistccl br' (]hristian and Jcr,vish scholars, is discussed ip vcry
thorough detail in Chapter 8.

1')'A very gootl rliscussion of rhc application of C)ccanr'.s 1Larz_or to nrvtliical srrrtlies is in Volurne
II of Viktor Rvdberg's'ltutonic Ml'thologl, rvhere hc debunks thc tlreon of tlir'"nvo (iro:rs."
Sinrilarlv, thcories of "nvo Hebrc*,s" :rnd "trvo Alrhiyauas" lra'c r,. bc tli,ci1.1..1 if rhere is no
evidencc sul.rporting:r separate identitr.. Nothing more rhan great sinrilarirv is needcd firr rhc
prcponclcrancc of thc eviclence to rveigh in favor of identitv.
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also argued that twagalawas is the Greek Eteocles (Etewoclewes).

Similarly, the issr,re of whether the ciry oftruisa in the land of Uilusiia-
Troisha in \Tilosa-is Tioy, has been debated, but the same problem-the

problem of hypothesizir-rg two identical cities with identical traits and similar

names in the same place-arises. That the king of Wilusa in the reign of

Muwatallis is Alaksandus-Alexander, or Paris-poses a similar problem.

Obviousll,, these ancient Hittite records refer to Tloy.

The Hittites also, though, adopted a number of grammatical conventions

frorn the Hatti people rvhich preceded them, particularly the use of the enclitics

assa- and nytha-, lvhich also appear in Greece, particularly in place names, and

let r-rs definitely establish the link between the people of Asia Minor and the

people of the Peloponessus.'ee

The cultrrre that invaded the Peloponessos from Anatolia engaged in bull-

worship, and thr.rs some have suggested a link linked to the kurgan-derived

culture of the Luwi:rns. However, the bull also played a role in the worship

of the Great Mother, which seemed alier-r to the later Mykenaear.r Greeks.roo

Until the deciphernrent of Minoan Lirrear A ar-rd the discovery of the archives

of the peoples the Hittites cor.rquered, the true identities of the pre-Mycenaearl

Greeks ma1. rernair.r ar1 open question.

Hrrrrrn RellcroN

Perhaps the strongest evidence that the Hittites were truly of Indo-European

origin, though, lies in their religious forms, which are cognate derivatives of the

story known in the Nordic-Germanic tradition as the epic cycle of the'Wirrter
'War, and in the Indo-lranian cycle as the withdrawal of the smiths.

Arnong Indo-Europear-r peoples, there is an ur-myth, or original story

of the gods, in which the plants and ar.rimals olthe universe were shaped by a

group of divine smiths. lhese smiths at some point withdrew from the world,

'"''Scc thc discussion in (ihapter 5.

r"'Sec (-l-rapters 1+ antl 9.
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and their withdrawal brought about the first winter. In the Indo-Iranian cycle,

they become reconciled to the gods. In the Nordic-Germanic cycle, their
withdrawal starts the decline of man into the death age.

The smiths in the Indo-Iranian cycle are known as the Ribhus, but in the

Nordic Eddas, they are known as the Alfs, or elves. Their leader, Ivaldi, and his

sons, have a mythical contest with the sons of Sindre-the giant Mimir-and are

challenged to produce the greatest treasures for the gods. Loki persuades them

to enter into the contesr, and unfairly infuences it; because of his cheating, the

elves demand his head and end up injuring his lip, sewing his mouth shut to
stop his lies. But because of the unfair judgment that is passed upon their work,
the gods known as volund or Thiassi, his brother Egil-orvandil, and their
brother Giuki, withdraw into the 'wolfclales, 

where volund forges a terrible
sword that is destined to slay the god Frey at Ragnarok.2'r volund is, in many
aspects, a storm god, or a god of the winds and the air-and he is one of the

multi-faceted aspects of the storm god that were understood by rhe Norse.202

Hittite religion has been attacked as non-Indo-European because, in
the late period, it was heavily influenced by the Hurrians, who adopted their
religion from the Indo-Iranian cycles. Teshub, the storm god of the Hittites
from the inter-regnal period onwards, is definitely a borrowing from their
Eastern neighbors. But there is a cycle of Hittite my.ths known as "old Hittite
my'ths," and these involve Telipinu, the "son of the storm god," who brings about
the first winter by withdrawing from the world and ceasing his efforts in the

preservation of life and its cycles. This deiry which may have been perverted in
Semitic cultures into the god of resurrection,2,3 is likely an early cognate of the

storm-god figure which became volund, and hints at an original uniry between

the Indo-European storm god and the Near Eastern god of resurrection.

In the Hurrian and post-Hurrian period, there is also a theme that

r"rEgil and Giuki go chasing afrer women who leave them after nine vears.

r":Rydberg discusses the multiple aspects of the Gods in Volume I of his Teutonic Mlthology, ir-r
his chapter on Agni, the 6re god, and Heimdal.

r"rDiscussed somewhar in Chapters 9 and l j.
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develops which is cognate with a theme foLrnd in the sen.ri-n.rytl'rical northerr.r

histories. This theme is the brotherhood of the storrn and the sutt gods,'r"'atrd

their relationships to the great mother and the Sun goddesses. lr.r the rnythicirl

history of Saxo Grammaticus, for instance, one often finds Halfdarrr0i artd :r

figure related to the Indo-European fire god Agni paired-much :rs Belinus, as

a storm god, and Brennus are paired in the history of Geolliey olMonn'routh.

Halfdan and Agni relate in many ways to Magni and Heimdal anci reflect a

legendary euhemerization of the dyad of the storm god and the sun sod.

There is also a myth from the Hurrian period of the Great Mother seducing

a serpent god, a child of Kumarbi, the prototype of the Greek Cror-rus, in her

garden,:o('and this story may h;rve beer.r a prototype borrowed by the Hebrews

in their story of the seduction of Eve by the serpent. Simi[arl1,, there is a rocl<

god created by Kumarbi to destrol.Teshub, the storm-god, which resembles

the story of Mokkikalfir in the Ecldas, and of the giant with the feet of claf in

the Bible.

The Hurrian period is most notable, though, for the character of Kumarbi

himsell who castrates his father and then eats the children of Ar.ru in order to

prevent their usurpatior.r of his throne, ar.rd thus inspired the stories of both

Cronus and Uranus, and Cror-rus:ind Rhea and the birth of Zeus.

In the Hittite imperial period, the Hittite religion was heavilf ir.rfluenced

by Egypt, and the Sun god came to sr-rpplar.rt the storm god as the cer-rtral deitr''

of the Hittite religion. The Hittite enrperor, at this time, adopted the titlc of
"son of the Sun" and altered his nanre in Hittite writing to reflect the Eg1'ptian

sryle of displaying the sun in the king's ror.al name. Very latc Hittite religious

r"'Arquablyafiregod,u,hichcouLlchanqcrhcequation.'lhcclcvrrrionofrhcSurrgorltotqu:rli-

ty with tlrc storrn god is fbunr] in firrnrulrrrions likc Horus-l{e. lltt ir is nrv rtpiniott that u,hcthcr

this parallel has rnore tlran surf:rce siruilaritics r.r,ith the ptirirrq of'N'laqni-Heinrdal in tlrc trrles

preserved in Saxo ancl othcr saqas tleservcs rigororrs invrstigatiott. I ltopc to t|r rhis ittr estiqrtri, 'rr
rvh< rr a r r,l ii I lr.rvc r h. t irr r. .

r' 'A rrarrre for Magni, son of llior:rntl a giantess. Scr nry cssrl. to be ptrblished in Norilurrt
Traditions 1l by Nurnen Books, on the sutrject.

r"t"lhis is probablv a core nrvth of the rcligion of the (lrcrrt Motlicr. Scc (,h:rpter 9.
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writings show an even heavier syncrerizllrior.r with Egyptian myth.

CoNcr-usroN

The Hittites were an Indo-European people who achieved pre-en.rine,ce

among the Indo-Er,rropeall invaders of Asia Minor and fbunded an enrpire that

spanned almost a millennium. Their language and religion tie therri firnrly inro

both the cor)querors of lra, and India, ar.rd i,to the Nordic-Germa,ic stock

in which those co,querors found rheir roots. Though cornmu,isr and Soviet

scholars attacked the origins of the Hittites in an effort to dilute and obscure

the Indo-Er-rropean origin of all society ar.rd culture, even a surFace anall,sis olr

the Hittite culture shows it was one of the nrany expressions rvhich the Aryan

creative spirit [ound in the early portion of recorded histor1,.
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