
CHAPTER 5

Tnn AnveN rN CressIC Gnence

hough the products of Greek culture are well known - foundations of

the 'West, some say - the origins of Greek culture have been cloaked

in obscuriry not least of all because much of Greek culture is known

to the modern world through the medium of late Roman writers, and much

of Greek mythical n.raterial, other than Homer and Hesiod, prior to the 5'r'

century BC, is lost to us or known only through fragmet.rts. While the moderrt

world's knowledge of the Greek people is derived primarily fiom documents

from the 5'l'century B.C. through the l'' centtlry A.D., the classical period

of Greek culture was seven to twelve hundred years before that, in the 17'r'

through l2'r' centuries B.C., when a number of peoples, incltrding the Hittites

and other Anatolians, Egyptians, Mycenaeatrs and [llyrians, cotrvergecl ot-t

the Peloponessos and the island oF Crete to lay the fbundation of the great

civilizations that were to follow.

AN OvsnvrE\s oF rup Clessrcel \7onlp

The seventeenth century B.C. marked the beginning of the Semitic Hyksos

period in Egypt; as the sixteenth cer.rtury wotrld nrake the beginnirtg of the Neu'

Kingdom, with the country liberating itself fronr that Semitic domination. It

also was a time of change in Asia Minor, as the Hittite Old Kingdom emergecl

and moved towards its glory, orrly to fragrnent into warrir.rg, foreign-domirrated

states rwo centuries later. And the Mycenaean peoples, who had establishecl

themselves in northern Greece as early as four centuries befbre, were prepalirrg

to swoop down on the Peloponessos ar.rd the Aegean and establish the high
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point of their empire. I16 This invirsion would follon a series ol devastating

eearthqu:lkes which brought dorvn the rnegalithic citadels of the Minoan

culture o[Crete, ar.rd end in the clestructior.r and dispersion of the civilizatior.r

of the Great Mother. Lastly, Illyrian tribes continlred a long-ternr infiltration
o[ the Peloponessos fiom rhe northeast, and left their racial nlernory in Greek

myrh.

All of the i,vaclers were, or likely u,ere, Aryar.r, r,r,ith rhe exceprio, olthe
Hyksos peoples of Egypt, ar.rd rhe people they gover.ed over r,,,ere rarell, frlr

removed fron.r the Indo-Europear-r haplorype. The Egyptians, or, at leirst, tl-reir

ruling caste anc'l the nobility of Upper Egypt, were descendants and cultr-rral

heirs of the Sumerians.r2i The Hittites - properly called rhe Neshites, after

their capital Ka.esh * and the Myceraeans rvere the crest of the tidal wave of
Aryan invasion, entering Asia Minor and tl-re Balkan penrir.rsula during the

great migration of the Aryan peoples or,rt of the Aryan homeland at the base

of the Ural mounrain.s, begin,i,g as early as 2200 B.c. a.d e.ding perhaps

1700 B.c. "lle Hittites entered Asia Mi,or a,d co^quered the Hatti, a people

of ur-rcertair.r descenr,r2s who gave the Hittites the,ame, following a trail that
had bee. blazed b1'earlier Aryan tribes, such as the Luwiars. The Mycenaear-rs,

named after the Greel< word p0Kqq, or cap, an attribute of their god perseus,

entered Greece frorn the north and east, having likely settlecl in Bulgaria before

conquering south into the Peloponessos. The Illyrians were:1 Germanic people

livir-rg in the nortl.r and rvesr of Greece, what is today serbia, Bosnia, croatia,
and Macedor.ria, who migrated ir.rto the sorrthern foothills o{rrvhat is now the

south Slavic Balkan.s as parr of the same migrariorr th:rt brought tl-re Ary,an

Romans i,to Italy - a second mass migratior-r from tl-re original norrhern

Germanic hon'relar.rcl of the Indo-Europeans peoples.

':t'As ttoted elrlier, (ih;rpter 3, there is tlebate;rs to lvhethcr rhesc pcoplcs entercd lrorn the
trorthrvcst or ttortltcrst. I lavor the northe:rsrern htpothesis, r.vith a parallcl nrrx,cnrent of
(lcrnianic Illvrians lrorn thc northwest.

jSee 
Clhapter .).

r:''lhottqlt thev are linkerl to Indo-L,uropean peoplcs in thc iliblical acc()urlr. -See (.haptcr 4.
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Tnr Roor RsltcroNs

Each of these peoples, being Indo-European, had a similar form ofworship. The

lllyrian fbrrn of worship is the least well known, but, based uPon their ethnic

roots, likely centered around a storm god that was also a god of agriculture and

war. 'lhe Mycenaeans are best identified with Zeus, whose name is cognate

with the Vedic dyaus, and is also a storm-father who commanded the lightning

and slew tl're serpents of the chaos-watets, though they also adored the hero

Perseus and the god Herrnes, among others. The Hittites worshipped a storm-

father they called Tarkhur.r in the 'Vest ar-rd Teshub in the East -Teshub being

a term they borrorved from the Indo-lrar.rian Hurrian peoples, an offshoot of

the Persians that settled in trorthern Mesopotamia and formed the kingdom

of the Mitantri.rre In southern Anatolia, the Hittites adopted the worship of

the "Great Mother," whonr they called Kubaba - a name rvhich eventually

developed into Cybele.rr0 The Hittites later adopted the Egyptian fbrm of

rvorship - the worship of the sun-god Re - and in their dealings with the

Egyptians, after the first hundred or so years of their settlement in Asia Minor,

the Hittites depicted their king or emperor with the Egyptian sun-disc over his

head, claiming for hirn the title olt"the Sun." The Egyptian form of worship

was complex ar.rd integrated several cults, but consisted fundamentally of five

structures'rr - one, the religion of Heliopolis, which focused on the worship

of the sun; two, the religion of Amur-r, which was centered in Thebes and

involved a variety of chthonic forces,r12 three, the religion ofThoth, which may

be a late rnanifestation of the worship of Amun in the r.rorthern part of Egypt;

four, the religion of Ptal-r, n,ho is the creator-smith and whose cult was based

rr'''llie ruling c:rstc of th e Hu rrians rvas ind isputably In do-Iranian. \X4iether the general popr.rlation

rv:rs also Intk>iranian, or rvlrcthcr it s.:rs Armcnian or pre-IndoEuroi]ean Mediterraneiui white,

h:rs been a subject of tlispute.

""Scc (lhrtpter 9 fbr a luller cliscttssiotr olthe (lrc:rt Mother.

'r'l:,rch ofrhesc srrLlcrllres u,as donrinant ,rt a diffcrcnr period ofIlgvpti;rn history and rvas based irt

a difltrent rcgion oithe l-gvpri;rn kingdom.

'rrSee (,haprcr I 0 for a ftrllcr rliscussion.
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at Heliopolis; and, five, the Semitic worship of the chthonic demons Apep,

Baal and Seth, who had been adopted by the northern Egyptian Semites as a

representative of chaos.r33 These four religious cultures and their componenrs

each contributed their gods, and their people to the Mycenaean Greek culture,

forming the classical pantheon as a result.

Tne MrcRArroN oF Peoprss DunrNc tnr Eenry "Henorc" prnroo

The Greeks long believed that their religion had come from Egypt, and there are

memories of an Egyptian migration into Greece preserved in the late histories

of Apollodorus and Diodorus.r3a However, the evidence for the actual origin
of Greek religion is more complex than that, and it appears that the peoples

of Asia Minor, the civilization of the Great Mother, and the Indo-European

tradition of the Mycenaean invaders both played as substantial, if not more

substantial, a role in the formation of the Greek religious consciousness rhan

the Egyptians, though Egypt does appear to have played its role.

Greece appears to have been origindlly settled by peoples from Asia Minor,
and one of the strongest clues to this migration is the presence of the enclitic

adjectives of the Hatti languager35 in Greek deity and place names. The use

of "-Assa-" for instance, found in names such as "Peloponessos" (pelop -[os]-

assa-os), and also "-nyrhs-" is indicative of Greek adaptation of these earlier

Anatolian names. These Anatolian peoples, possibly ar least partially Sumerian

in cultural origin, display a "long-head" type which seems ro disindicate a racial

origin in the Armenioid or Mediterranean peoples. They also likely formed the

LrrI arguc this throughout and in the book Centttries of Reuolution.

'r'Both are likelv derived from the mvthographv of Pausanias, a 6fth cenrury B.C. writer who
drew on earlier works and was considered clefinitive by the ancients, though his mwhographv
is now largclv lost. A later Pausanias wrote the mvthographical travelogue that is considereci
tlefinitive on -rny questions by rnodern Classical writers.

rr5Hatti is the native language lrom which the Indo-European Hittite tongue borrowed rnuch of
its vocabulary. Harti mav also have been an lndo-European tongue ofthe Luwian group, but it
is not we[ enough known to say For certain.
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Pelasgian strata that the Greeks, mythically, claimed to have usurped.

The earliest Greek migration sagas ir.rvolved the settlement o[ Thebes bv

Cadmus, who is said to be a Phoenician, and is said to come to Boeotia, the

central part of the isthmus of Greece rlorth oF the Peloponessos, searching for

his sister Europa, who was kidnapped by Zer-rs. Contemporarl'with this is the

myth of the founding of the cultures of the Peloponessos by Pelops, who is saicl

to come to Greece from "Phyrgia," the Ilorthern-central part of Asia Mitror.rr"

There are also stories of the founding oFArgos by Argus, a "man\-eyed" giant

from Egypt, who is a favorite of Hera.rr:

The identity of Cadmus is dispLrted. It is kr.rowrr that the Thebrrn state

was founded near the 17'l' centur1,, and was a flourishing empire rvhich

conducted trade with the Hittite states. C)ne theort, that has ben expour.rded

was that Cadmus was a member of the ruling Anrunite caste who u,as expelled

from Egypt during the Hyksos inv:rsior-r; Ilthe founding of Thebes is placecl

a century later, Cadmus beconres a Semitic Hyksos escaping the resurgent

Amunite priesthood.. As evidence of a Sernitic origin fbr Cadmus, the story

of Cadmus'entry into Egypt frorn Phoenicia and his return is ofien givcn.

But while Cadmus'Phoenician origin is not in doubt, his Semitic origins rrc

open to question. Other scholars have suggested that Cadmus was clne ol
the Hamitic peoples of Phoenicia.r'rs A third group argue that Caclmus rvas

a Luwian or Anatolian Aryar.r whose people were clriven from the southeast

portion of Asia Mir.ror during the wars that accompanied the rise (or, iFplaced

rwo centuries later, Fall) of the Hirtite Old Kingdom. Given what is said about

Cadmus - particularly that, after slaying the snakes of Ares to found -lhebes

and living a long life, he himself became a serpent and slithered ofl of his

throne - he was likelv a representative of the culture of the civilization of the

Great Mother, and that his dynasry was usurped earll'or.r by Arr.an Greek fbrces

'tt"Ihe actual l)hyrgian peoplcs r.voultl not have bcen knou,rr at this tirne.

rr-Argus ancl Argos are cle{initivelv equatecl in r\Polkrrlrrus.

r'rt'Ilie Metliterranean branch of the rvhite race. Sec (.hapter,1.
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who syncretized his myth with ar.r Indo-European culture hero.ri')

It is also known rhar, wharever the origin ofthe clynasry of Cadr.us, his dynasw

was supplanted by an Illyrian dynasry whose presence is recorded in the narnes

Thyestes and orestes, which are eponynls For Illyrian tribes. The facr t]rat Cadnrus

is said to l.rave retired into Molossia, which is tl-re Illyrian land in the north."rest of
Greece, is significant ir.r this context.ra. Molossia was one of tl-re nvo componenr

lands of what became, i, the fourth cenrury BC, the Macedo,ia, empire, anc-l the

impact of the Aryan peoples of the northwest of Greece canrlor r.rot be overlooked.

There is a general mlthical theme in the classics of the retirenrent of heroes ro rhis

regiorrr''r that is r.reed of lurther study.

Apollodorus and Diodoros also re<all a Danaan rnigratior.r into Greece from Egpt,
and an ellon has beer.r made by Cl-rristian scholars to identill, fiese Dar-ra.trs,,vitl.r tl.re

lsraelite tribe of Dar-r. But this rir.rgs as false as their idendficadon with the Darreg One

interestir.rg :urd near definitive link u,itl Egpt is tie mldr of Argus, eponymonorn

fourrder of fugos, r.vho is s.rid to be mar.ry e1,ed. The r.rarne Osiri.s was ir-rterprered by

$e Greetra to rnean 'tuong eyed"t4: ald "n.rany q,d," and Argus n-ray well represenr dre

Eg,ptian god ad a role ofhis cult i, tre earlyfugolid.rar rhe fact that Io, fie goddess thar

fugus gtrards over, is oftet.r eqLated with Isis in the later rn)'rh, and fiat r}re entirery ofd1e

family descended liom the river god Inachus is :usociated wifi Eg,pt and with adaptatior-rs

of Eg,ptian mlth - such as that of Demeter ar.rd Demophoon - li-rnher ildicates rhat

there was a strong Eg,ptian il-rfluence on several irnportart city states, lvhich left a lasting

impact on Ml,cepaean Greek culture.''ri

rj'''lhat Catlnttrs is lrotli a snake ancl a snake sl:rver inclicatcs a dual origin. T[e sacretlless sf t|e
serpcnr ro Mars suggests an invcrsion of rnythical roles.

rr"Possibly rneaning the lllvrians harl carried (ladnrus oll; altern:rtelr,, thrrt C:rtlrnus hacl brconre
syncretizecl r,",ith an Jllyrian gocl.

ltrLikc Helenos of 'lioy.

rrrApparentlv "$0'oscr-," tsyptian "srrons" ancl "lris," F.evptian (and (,reck) ..cverl.,.

tr'i[1g115'slaving bv Mcrcurv is thus peculiar - perhaps a synrbolic reprcse.nt:rtion of rhe
supplantine of his ctrlt bv that of Thoth irr Egvpt, the Clrcck Hcnnes, or evel a Ngllic storlr
lather such as ()din?

r"Both ApolLtclortts ud Diocloros havc trouble placing Osiris into rheir nrr.thic:rl histories,
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One of the many Egyptian infuences upon Greek culture is the use

of the epithet as a name for the god. Classic Greek mythology is taught in

school, even to this day, as if it were composed of hundreds of figures, many

with the same name, but all of which are independent from each other. In

other words, Greek mythology is often taught without an "epic" component.

However, like the Egyptians, who almost never used the proper name of their

gods out of reverence for the magical power of the name, the Greeks almost

always used epithets in describing their divinities. Thus, there is Dionysius, the

"god of Nysa," Dione, "goddess," and Prometheus "fore-knowledge," among

hundreds of others. Several of these epithets often began life as names of the

same being - but, to date, no Greek Viktor Rydberg has emerged to assemble

the underlying epic.

There is also the well-known Minoan infuence upon the Mycenaean

Greek culture. In the southern part ofAnatolia and the islands of Cyprus and

Crete two cults dominated - that of the aforementioned "Great Mother", and

that of a bull-god who wielded the double-axe-the Minotaur.r4s Minoan

bull-games seem to have originated in that island and to have spread to Egypt

and to other Near Eastern cultures, and are thought to be preserved in the

bull-leaping contests of southern France where, unlike the Spanish bull-fights

where the bull is slain, the toreador leaps over the bull at a precise moment

when the bull is attempting to throw him, landing safety behind the animal.

The worship of a bull-god, often associated with the worship of Baal, is known

in Phoenicia and in Carthage, and further affirms what the 19'h century B.C.

"Thle of Sinuhe" tells us, which is Crete was settled by "Menus from Fenkhu'

- Minos of Phoenicia. It has further been suggested that this Minos was a

form of the Near Eastern moon-fertility deity Min, though this is far from

established. The strongest infuence of Crete on late Mycenaean Greece,

and he is also syncretized with other figures, such as Dionysius. A lullcr discussion ofthis is in
Chapter 9.

'" lhe Great i\,lother :rlso has a consort. These myths are discussed in Chapter 9.
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other than the borrowing of the bull as a symbol by zeus, was rhe "Great

Mother" and the cult of her serpenr cosort, remains of which have been found
in the palace at Pylos, one of the undisputed sacred sitesra6 uncovered in the

Mycenaean period.

Interesting, though, in the context of the worship of the "Great Mother,"

is that such worship is not widely attested to Mycenaean Greek culture, and

the symbols of the "Grear Morher" are almost always casr in a negative light

- particularly in the many stories of the hero who slays the serpent. Serpents

are rarely positive figures - though they have been known to accompany

goddesses such as Athena - and the symbols of mother worship usually take

on a negative aspect. Further, the ultimate Greek mother figure - Ge, the

Earth - is certainly Indo-European in origin, and her story is derived from that
of the 'tacred cow," which is the universal inheritance of the Aryan peoples.

Linguistically, it is of the same root as the vedic term "Gaus" and the Iranian

term "Geush," both meaning "cow," and captured in the 'Audh' of the Nordic
primeval cow-mother'Audh-humla." Thus the later "Great Mother" figures

such as Cybele and Demeter as Isis are almost certainly imports from outside

the proto-Myceneaean religion. ra7

The Mycenaeans themselves are known to have brought a large number of
deities into the Peloponessus, as the few Mycenaean shrines and 

(L'near 
B"r48

god lists that have been found generally contain twelve to twenty-four statues

or names, often with a dozen major gods and then a group of smaller sratues

or names placed in a way as ro suggest they are supporting deities. The earliest

Mycenaean god list, from the 13,h century B.C. in Pylos, and thus well after

integration of Mycenaean and Minoan culture, gives seven names - poseidon,

'"6'Scholars" dispute whether certain idols and other ceremonial goods that have been found
indicate a sacrecl site, likc a temple, or some personal shrine or other mundane lcrrm of
worship.

r":Feminine religious archetypes are discussed in Chapter 9.

rasAn early lorm of Mycenaean (lreek written in Minoan scripr.
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Hermes, Zeus, Hera, Pere,"'' Iphin-redeia,ri0 and Diuja.l'1 The first fbtrr survivecl

into the Roman era; the last three are considered "obscure," rneatritrg tl-rere is

no agreed interpretatior.r of who thev are. (lontenrporary Hittite inscriptions

also attest to Greek heroic figures such as Hektor and Agamemnon.'t-'

Tue Lerp Hstorc PEntop AND -I'HE Tto.JeN 'Wan

Mycenaean Greek society. r,,'as destroyed in the late l2'l' andi or earll' I I 'l'

centuries by a series of invasions from tl-re Dorian Greek peoples. However,

just prior to this, the events olthe greatest Mycenaean epic, the Tiojan V':rr,

played out, as the Greeks of the Pelopouessos united to destrol'the kingc'lorn of

Asia-Azzawa and the related city-state of Ilos-W'ilLrsa, orTioy.r'l

Tioy itself had been inhabited since perhaps c. 3000 B.C., and until "l}ov

IV" - the fourth layer of archaeological debris fbund at the Trojan excavation

site - it had been inhabited by people of pre-Hittite Mediterranean-Anatolian

stock.'ti Beginning in Troy IV the Mvcenaean peoples clearly established

themselves ir-r the city, and by Troy VII, Priam, his elders and their people rvere

certainly of Indo-European stock.

The Hittite invasion reshaped the politics olr Asia Minor, irr.rd, in the

late 15'r'century BC, the Hittites, u,ho had become clivided after the collapse

of the Hittite "Old Kingdom," u,ere ur-rited into the "empire" under kins

Suspillusimas. StrspilIr-rsimas began to chirllenge Eeyptian power in u,hirt'rvor-rlc]

L"'-fhe boundary or bountlart'-crosser, su.qqcstivc of thc llltcr role of Hecate, lts Herrncs h,ts lrccrt

,rlrcadv natncd.

r''lphi-merleia nleans "stror)q cotrnscls" or "qootl couttscls," suggestivc of Athcnrr.

'''Therc arc seycral possibilitics rrnti no contert in which t() cviilu:1te tlris epither.

L'rHittite inscriptions. See (ihapter 7, undrr the tliscussiott of tlre Hittitc latrgttaqr' ,rnrl rht
'Iioj:in War.

FJlt is possiblc that thcse wcrc scperate entitics, but tlrt (ireelis are said to havc.tttacketl citirs rrp

anrl .lou,n the nestern corlst of Anet()lia, antl alrrrost ccrtainlv irr rhr tcrritorv of Azzurvt.

'''tVhctherleaningculturirllv nrore torvard the Mctlircrr:rrreln or torvard Sunrcriarr N'lcsopotanria

is unccrtain.
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become Palestir.re, also waging relentless war on the Mitanni, the traditional
enemies of the Hittites in the 'wesr.rt5 In the west, the Hittites' mosr porverful

enemy was the kingdom of Azzawa, which is believed to be the land that

gave the name 'Asia" to the world's largest continenr. The Egyptians under

Horemheb backed Azzawa, a recently released vassal of the Hittites - agair.rst

the Hittite emperor in ar.r efFort ro open a second front against the Hittites.
The Egyptian policy was to attack rhe Hittite Empire though direcr co'flict i,
Palestir.re and Syria, ar.rd proxy war along its west border, a,d this cortinued
until the Hittites were finally destroyed in the mid 13,r, century B.C.

with Egyptian backing, Azzawa seenls to have becon.re a'r aggressi'elr.

expatrsionist state, and there is indication it conflicted with the Greek stares in

the Aegea'r and on the islands surrou,ding Asia Minor, particularly Rhodes.

Hittite diplornatic texts tell of co'frontarions between Azzawa a,d Ahhijarva, a

name often read as the'Achaeans.Dr'6 Ar one poi.r, the king of the Ahhijai.va is

referred to as Attarissiyas, and this has been read by nrany as either Atreus, the

father of Agamemno.r, or Agamemnon rhe Atreides (so, of Atreus) himself
The city of T.oy itself appears in Hittite documents as 'wilusa, and Hittire
documents record an arrack on 'i7ih-rsa by king Attarissiyas of the Ahhijawa

in approxinrately 1230 B.C., within the timefrarne generally accepted for the

occurrence of the Tioian war.

IN Surulnaeny

Greece is a bit of a puzzle to the mode'r scholar, i. part because of the manner

in which cultural a,,d religious history -"mythology" - has beer.r taught over

the centuries, and in part because our sources for Greek history are not the

FiJhe Mitanni, as Hurri:rns, werc relatecl ro the rribes rhat hld subjusated the Hirtite peoplcs
during their inrerregnurn.

r'('A principle of the Hitrite lenguage is that it olien creares double-lcrter tlipthonqs out of single
svllablc conrpotrents itr other languages. Also, in thc Semitic anc{ Harnitic ,i,,1g,,"r, rhe letrers
"h" ancl "k" are verv close - Middle Egyptian, lor instance, consisrs of24 basic cons6nanr and
semi-vowel sounds, olwhich six are variants ofrvhat wi: pronounce as "h" anrl "k".
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founding documents of the Greek culture, but late tellings of a glorious past half

a millennia or more past when they were committed to paper. Further, there

is the confusion that the Roman religion, whose development was very distinct

from that of Greece, created when it adopted most of the Greek pantheon and

then syncretized it with Near Eastern and Egyptian deities.

Greece was a cultural lake into which manyAryan and proto-Aryan rivers

fowed. Its culture was both a product of the Aryan-Mycenaean conquerors

from the northeast, of Germanic conquerors from the northwest, of the Indo-

European peoples ofAsia Minor, of the Indo-European cognate in Egypt, and

of other infuences - some likely Semitic, others pre-Indo-European and Asian

- whose impact was of a less positive nature.
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