
CHAPTER 15

Tuon's CoNquEST oF THE Mrocenp
SrnpBNT AS a Tnar.rscENDENr VrcroRy
OvBn rHE \Terpns

In the well-known Nordic legend of Hyrnisbuida, the god Thor cor.rquers tl.re

Midgard serpent6sr while out fishing with the giant Hymer. Baiting his hook

with an ox-head, Thor casts his line ar.rd catches the world-serpent, who lies

at the bottom oltthe ocean, bound, waiting fbr Ragnarok to release hirn. The

story is the same as the defbat of the serpent Vrirra by Indra in the Rig Vedt,

and by comparisor-r of the rwo, a deeper undersrar.rding of the n.reaning of the

waters in Indo-European myth and Thor's victory over rhem is foutrd.

Tsp Sronna Goo

Thor, of course, is the hero-god of the north, the lightning god, who u,ith

his goat-drawn chariot storms through the sky, Ilashes of crimson being but

his red beard blowr-r by the night wind. He was the protector of the people

and an agricultural god, the son of Odin, and a figure fbund throughout the

mythologies of the Indo-European peoples, fiorn the Hittite-Mittani Teshub

to the original Italic-Roman Mars. ln the Eddas, Thor is refbrred to as Ir-rdridi,

and this name is the same as the Vedic Indra, as well as one of the manl'links

between Nordic and Indo-lranian religior-rs.

("iJiirmungandr.
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THE TRADITION OF THE MOTHER

In the Nordic mythos, the gods each day cross a bridge68a to the lower

world to sit at the well of Urd and judge the souls of men who had died. Thor
is the only deiry who does not arrive by the bridge, because he is so powerful

that his presence upon the bridge would destroy it. He cannot use Bifrost to
ascend to the heavens and Asgard for the same reason. Instead, when Thor
approaches these centers of power, he must "wade through the waters" of the

12 rivers of the Elivagar6s' into the lower world, and wade through the waters

of the heavens to gain entry into the upper.

THr Bnrocr

Plutarch, in his commentary on the term "pontifex maximus" as used in Rome

under the laws of Numa, states that a possible meaning686 is that of "greatest

bridge." Julius Evola believed this was the correct interpretation of the term,

and that the idea of the bridge over the waters is that of the path of the human

soul from the mundane world to the transcendent. The waters are rhe spiritual

currents and energies over which the soul must cross in order to reach the

center of spiritual power. Applied to the Nordic mythos, the shattering of the

bridge by Surt when he storms the citadel of Asgard in the battle at the end

of the world represents the shattering of all possibiliry of transcendence in the

final and most decadent age of man.

In such a conrext the defeat of the Midgard serpenr by Thor musr be

read. Indra defeats the serpent vritra as Thor defeats Jormungandr. vritra is a

word that means "the encircler," and another name $iven him in the vedas is

Acajana. As viktor Rydberg notes in volume II of his Teutonic Mythologlt, the
name 'Acajana" is the precise same as the Indo-European Greek "Okeanss"-
from which our word 'locean" is derived. Thor's defeat of the Midgard serpent

is his conquest of the spirit of the essxn-1hs "river" that encircles the Earth.

r'Ni Bifrost.

ari\.r .
r.rvlng wiltcr\.

''t''\Mrich ['lutarc]r erroneously discrcdits.
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This idea of Ocean is the same held by Mykenaean Greeks and their successors,

who noted that their monsters, like the serpents descended from Jiirmungandr

or Vritra, were the descendents of either Okeanos, Pontus or Poseidon, all gods

ofthe sea.

Tnr PeRrrNG oF THE Warpns

The Egyptians, the Sumerians, the people o[ the Indus civilizations and their

descendents all believed the world was created by a "parting of the waters" that

occurred when the "waters of the sky" were separated from the "waters of the

Earth." In ancient Egyp,, it was believed that the Egyptian civilization was

Maat, and that it represented a small pocket of order in a sea of chaos, or Isfet,

that, if proper ritual was nor maintair.red, would flood in and engulf the entire

Earth. These beliefs are related to the beliefs in a world surrounded by ocean

found in later Aryan myth. The "ocean" of the Greeks, the Norse and the Indo-

Iraniar.r peoples is r.rot merely the waters of what we refer to as oceans, but the

waters of the heavens and the underworld as well. In the Nordic tradition, the

well Hvergelmir was believed to be the point where the mead of the "ice-cold

sea'and the waters of the underworld were joined. Similarly, the rivers that

emerged frorn Hvergelmir llowed not orrly throughout all the underworld, but

ir-rto the heavens as well. The "waters" that we call outer space, the waters of the

ocean, and the waters of the world under the Earth are one.

When these waters are understood as spiritual currents-as ways of

being that can carry off the activity of the mind when it attempts to chart

the soul's jor-rrney to a higher mode of 6xi51snss-1hen the myth of Thor's

conquest over these currents can be better understood. 'W'hat Thor does when

he defeats the Midgard serpent is not merely subdue a beast that threatens the

Earth, but conquer a chaotic spiritual force that stands between himself and

transcendence. ln this sense, the conquest ofthe serpent by the storm god can

be compared to the conquest of the feminine force of Shakti by the god Shiva,

as understood in the late Hindu-tntric tradition.
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Tne DrvrNE \ToNaaN

The pervasive belief of the Indo-European peoples was rhar, along with the

body, man had a literal soul-being, usually a sort of divine woman, with whom

he was united in what the Greeks called i.epoq yauoq.,'t: In modern terms, this

has devolved into what we call a "soul-mare," though the original meaning

literally meant a spiritual being with which a man found uniry. The Egyptians

conceived of this being as the ba; the Norse conceived of it as the hamingfar.

But not only men had souls, but also places and events. The Roman cult

of Victory was directed toward reenacting the circumstances of an enemy's

defeat in order to keep alive the feminine spirit that the defeat had created,

and then channeling her and bringing Roman sociery into unity with her. In

the Mykenaean Greek narions, there was the similar cult of Nike, who was

a handmaiden to Athena. In the Nordic counrries, the spirit of victory was

the valkyrie. when rhe warrior entered into battle, his conquest created or

invoked a spirit, in service to Odin, with whom the warrior achieved unity

and transcendence. Ultimately, it was thought that man was unified with his

guardian spirit in death; ro achieve unity with this spirit, or daemon, during
life was a "conquest of death," and was seen as the first step in the warrior's

spiritual path.

Another way of viewing the relationship is in the conrext of centraliry.

The male principle among Indo-Europeans was the center; the female principle

was the movement about it. The male was like the Sun, who brought the

feminine-the planets-into alignment around him through the strength of
his graviry. The masculine principle asserted his supremacy by mai'raining a

strength that was unmoved by the pulls of feminine energy and which bent

feminine energy to his will.

After the conquesr of the religion of the Great Mother in the Near East,

and the subjugation of the cult of Kali in India, this Aryan feminine divine

"'; Hiercs gamos, or divine rnarriage.
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became identified with the conquered feminine divinity of the non-Aryan

peoples. These two women were not identical in their original conceptions,

but were syncretized to produce a composite beir.rg.

CrossrNc rur, '$TetEns

'W'hen Thor defeats the spirit of the ocearr, the world serpent whonr Odin has

bound at the bottom o[the sea, he has affirmed his right to traverse the waters

6f 666x6-1[e waters of the sky, the sea and the u11ds1w61ld-without a bridge.

He has proved himself above all waters and all currents ar.rd has become the

ultimate expression of the male principle, the center who moves ar-rd thus forces

the waters to move around him. This ultimate center is rhe self-transcendent

being-the god above all forces of decay'.

In later myth, Thor proves himself the greatest enemy of what Savitri Devi

calls the forces "in time," thor.rgh he is unable to prove his complete superiority

over them. In the journey to the hall of the giant Utgarda-Loki, a master

illusionist, Thor, upon arrival, first attempts to drairr a "drinking horr.r" that is

the sea; then attempts to lift a "cat" that is the world serpent (shape shifted);

then wrestles an "old woman" who turns out to be Old Age and Time itself.6ss

This battle is the same as the one Thor has already waged against Jormur.rgar.rdr,

except here Thor can barely hold his own against these enemies. First, Thor

lowers the level of the sea, but cannot bring all of it within himself. Thor can

traverse the currents, but he cal)not bring all

of them into himself. Thor lifts Jonnur.rgar.rdr

partially out of the ocean, but cannot fully lift
him-Thor can bend the currents somewhat

to his will, but he cannot destroy them. Thor is

brought to his knees bi, old age, but r-rot slain b,v

her-Thor can fight Time, but cannot destroy it.

"Urgarr)a-l.oki describc: tlris rvoutart. l.lli. ( )l,l As(. il\ Urq.ir,l.r-l okis rrurs<rrr;ritl. suqscstirrq

that he is initiatetl into the occult curreuts of the men in rirnc.

t-,
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Similarly, the Vedic Indians knew of Mahakala, the god Time, the Great

Destroyer. Men could stand in Time, dragged along by its current; above Time,

not affected by it nor resisting it; and against Time, in which case rhey would
be defeated, but their defeat would be glorious and would lay the foundation

for the final destruction that would bring Time back to its original state.

History is viewed as a record of the struggle of Time against Order, and the

final "victory'' of chaos, which destroys itself and thus resers Time. This is the

Egyptian fear of the final conquest of Isfet and a return ro the waters combined

with knowledge of a rebirth and a new golden age.

Thor is thus the ultimate Man Against Time-superior to it, he cannot

be defeated by it, but he knows that in the end rime will destroy all things,

including himself and itself, and that this is needed for the world to be reborn.

Thus, at Ragnarok, he slays Jiirmungandr, ending the rule of the currents of
Time, takes three steps, and then dies from the serpent's poison. Thor knows

his death must occur so that the world may again live.

CoNcr-usroN

Thus must the story of Thort battle with Jorrnunga.dr be u'derstood.

Jcirmungandr is more than just ar.r evil snake-ir is the represer.rtation of the

death-Force of rnoderniry itselF-the eternal enemy of manki,d and of all

goodness, whose victory is as necessary as it is evil. Thor is r.rot merell, fishing fbr

a giant snake, but he is asserting his right ro cross the sky and the undenvorld

at will, unchalle,ged, blazing his own path by mere force of his will. He refuses

to be servant to this evil, and stands against it, independenr and Free, until the

end.
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