
CHAPTER 14

MrrsorHyN, THE MBao-Snrnrr, rN Saxo

GnavruATrcus' HrsroRy oF THE DANES",,

he Eddas may be best knor.vn sollrce of Nordic heathen lore, bur

Saxo Grirmmaticl.s' History oJ'the Danes rivals the Ytrylitrysaga of rhe

Norwegian Heirnskringla as a source of mythical tales euhemeriz.ed

into history. In the firsr book of Saxo, there is an episode rvhere a divine being

- Mithothy. - Lrsurps odin's thro.re. Here, some lighr w.ill be shed on the

means by u,hich Saxo constructed this tale fron.r his rnythic:rl sources, and the

relationship berween Mithothyn and Madhtr, the rneacl spirit of Aryan rnvrh,

will be discussed.

Ir-r saxo Grammaticr-s' Gesta Ddltorunt there are nr,o episocles rvhere

odin is displaced as ki,g of the gods, o.e involving Mithothyn, ancl the other
ir.rvolving oller.606 The latrer has been equated with Ull, rvhose sto11. Rydbere

has excellently integrared i,ro the story of the siege of Asgard..,,: BLrt this

equatior.r is incorrect, and Saxo's tale clearly involves an ir.rc6rrect :rr-rd lare

syncretism of several mythical thenres, r,vhich shall be clistilled here.

"""llrisarticler.vasoriginallvpublishedin lk'neut,tlMagtzine,Jutlleb20l2,rvithoutthcfirotn6rcs
atrtl annotations. -lhis vlrilurt rvas originalh'lvrittcn:1s a colr)lncntll.\.on llook One, (ihrptcr
Sevetr of Saxcr (lrattrmaticrrs' (;estd Dtll)orul\ parr of a ninc volunre conlllcnttr\,and :1)notarcd
translarion I h:rve in l)rogrcssr ancl has bcen subnritteti to several acrdcnric journals. '[]rLrs, the
srvle of.otati.n i, this ch:rprer is s.nreu4rar tliffcrcnt th:rn orher chaptcrs.

6""Mirlrcrtlrvn is Saxo, (irsrrz Ddrutrum ("Sa-ro") 1.7.1 - 1,.7.3: ()ller is Srxo.1..i.9-.1.4.1:lr oilcr
is lcrund irt thc L,iLlas as llllr, the stcp-son ofJhor, lvhosc srorr. ILvdberq irrtcgrares in16 rfie l:rrqer
tradition ol rhr siesc of Assard bv the Vrnir.

""'l{yclbere, 'liutonic M_ytholog.yl,235-2j9t Also Durnczil'.s Haldin.qus, gJ-10i.
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THE TRADI'I'ION OF THE MOTHER

f-ua UsunpATIoN Morrr

The key motif in which Mithothyn plays his role is that of "the usurpation,"

where:r lesser divine figure supplants Odin in his capital.608 This motif attaches

to three divine figures in Saxo, and syncretism between the stories of these

figures appears tl'rroughout tlte Gesta Danorum.6ae The first usurper is Frey,

whose dominance at Uppsala is associated with the theme of the "changes of

the sacrifices" that appears in four tales of Saxo other than those of Oller and

Mithotl-ryn, as well as irt the Ynglingsaga.6'0 The second usurper is Loki, who

i'1or"(luiu scccssu Mithothvn quidanr praestigiis celeber, pcrinde ac caelesti bene6ci,, vegetatcs,

occasioncnr cr ipse fingend:rc divinitatis arripoit barbarasque nrentes trovis crroris tenebris

circuufirse s praesrieiarunr fanra ad c:rcrimonias suo nomitri persolve ndas adduxit." Glesra

Dartorrnt'l .7.2; "Quo clenis firnrc annis,:livini senatus magistratum gerente" Gesta Danorum

.).4.1 l.

6"''i.e., each tinre Saxo [)reseurs thc tale of()din being usurpcd, he integrates into his tale attributes

borror'vccl lionr several orieinallv separatc stories oF"usurpation".

iirtr'(Frc1r built a qre:rr terlple at Uppsala, made it his chief seat, ancl gave it all his ta-res, his land,

an{ gootls. ... W'hen it becamc known to the Swcdes that Frey was clead, and yet Peace and good

serrsons conrinuccl, tlrev bi:licved that it must be so as long as Frey remained in Sweden; ancl

thereforc thq,utruld rror burn his renrains, but caled him the god of this world, and alterward

offered conrinu:rlly lrlood-sacri6ces to hirn, principally lor peace and goocl seasons\X4ren it
becamc knorvn ro tlrc Swetles rhat Frcy was dead, and vet peace and good seasons." Ynglingsaga

r2-11.

lladdine institutes sacrillccs to Frey: "Siquidern propitiandorutn trurninunt gratia Fro

deo rcrl clivinarn firrvis hostiis f'ecit. Quem litationis lnorenl annup feriarum circuiru

relrctirurrr posreris inriranrlurn reliquit. Froblot Sr:eones vocant." (lesta Danorurn, 1.8.12.

Hot[cr rcsiqns fioni Iiis b:rttle rvith Baldur during thc time s:rcrifices lverc offered to Frey in

Uppsala: " Fro quoqtrc deonun satrapa sedern haud procul Upsala ccpit, ubi vterem litatiorr is

norern ror gcntibus ac saeculis usrlrpatunl tristi infancloque piaculo mutavit. Siquidenr

Irurrrarri qene.ris hosri:rs rr).lctrrc aggressus fbecla supe ris libanrcnta persolvit." Ce.sln Danartut

3.21.1L

Srarkacl is at Uppsala at the tirne of thc sacrifices: "Ubi cum filiis Fro scptennio ferietus ab

his rantlern acl Haconern L):rniric tvrannum se contulit, quod apucl Upsal:rnr sacrificiorum

terlrpore constitutus effenrin,rt,rs corpururn nrr)tus scaenicosque miurorum plausus ac mollia

nolarunr crcpir:rcula flrstidiret. Untlc patet, quarn remotum a lascivia animum habuerit. qui ne

eius quiclcnr sl)ectator essc sustinuit. Adeo virtus luxui resistit. ltaque curn Hacone classem in

Hibcrnilnr extulit, ne vel ultirna renrnr [rurnanarum imperia Danicis armis intacta consisterent."
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THE TRADITION OF THE MOTHER

wages war against the Aesir, and is found in the three efforts of Harald to usurp

Ragnar Lodbrog. Loki's wars are associated with the motif of the "war with the

south" in which the king of Denmark battles a revolt, often involving "Jutland"

and allies in saxony or Sclavia.6rr rhe third usurper is Ullr, who seizes the

throne of odin upon the conclusion of the war of the vanir against the Aesir.6r2

These three tales6'3 may be cognate developments from a common root, but
they are sufficiently distinct themes at the time of Saxo's writing to constitute

separate "species" of motif within the same motif "family."6ra

(jesta Danorum 6.5.10.
Halfdan Ill goes to Uppsala and is told to institute sacrificcs to his brother: "Quanr

cum sterilitatis vitio obnoxiam animadverteret maximamque prolis creandae cupidinem haberet,
conciliandae ei fecunditatis gratia Upsalam petit responsoque monitus suscitandae subolis causa
fraternis primum manibus parentare, postquam oracuIo paruit, optatae rei solarium impetravit."
Gesta Danorum 7.10.1.

t'rlThe three efforts oFHarald ro usurp Ragnar Lodbrogxe: Gesta Danorum9.4.9 - 12 , where he
is joined bv "Iuti ac Scani"; Gesta Danorum 9.4.15 - 16, where we are told that Ragnar "insuper
Saxoniam, quotl eam asvlum hostium Haraldique profugiurn crederer, oppugnare constituens";
and, Gesta Danorum 9.4.36 - 37, where Harald is assisted by "Loclowicus Maguntiae constiturum
auxilia petiturus accessit," who insists that Harald embrace a differing form olworship - rhat of
Christ.Harald then "in territorio Sleswicensi dicadum Deo aedem collicita n-roliebatur impensa,"
and then "vero profugus fortunate as sacrilegium transtuit."

The association of Harald with Loki in rhe Oexa Danonnn is a more complex topic than
can be addressed in a footnote. A gootl example is that of the story oF Haralcl Hyldetand,
Gesta Danorttm 7.10.4, which states, "Cuius buccam Wesetus ita absque vulneris inflictione
fuste quassavit, ut binis eam clentibus vacuefacerer." Cp this with rhe srore of Brok and Loki,
"Fi t6k dvergrinn pveng ok knif ok vill stinga rauf d viirrum Loka ok vill rifa saman rnunninn,
en knifrinn beit ekki. Di mrlti hann, at betri veri par alr br6dur hans, en jafnski6tt sem hann
nefndi hann, pi var par alrinn, ok beit hann varrarnar. fufadi hann saman varrirnar, ok reif l-oki
6r rsunum. Si fvengr, er muclrinn Loka var saman rifadr heitir Vartari." Shaldskapttrmal 43.

"' 
rRydberg, Ti uton ic MTth ologt, I 235 -238.

6rr()r any two of rhen-r.

6rrThe various episodes in Saxo do not vary ai random, nor are they generally products of Sa-ro,.s

imagination. Ihe different heroic figures he depicts vary the motils in their storics based upon
their shared attributes, a proof of which will take a book - one that is beine worked upon.
As a single illustrative example, the rnotif of "burning to death" which figures in the story of
Mundilfori, the moon king, such as under the epithet Gewar in oesta Danortm 3.4.14 appears
in the story ofFrode as "being heated," often as a cietached element or at the poinr in rlie storv
where Frode slrould, as Mundilfori, burn - i.e., as Frode l, Gesta Danorum 2.4.3 "sed armorum
pondere et corporis aestu strangulatus interit"; as Frode rrl, Gesta Ddnorum 5.:}.20 "tndem
redditus calor 6gure hebetatos artus spiritu vegetiore firmabut"; as Frode IY, Gesta Danorunt
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As Dumezil has r-roted, the story of Mithothyn is inserted into Hadc'lir-rg's

tale because of the syncretism of Hadding and Niord, and the importancc'

of the story of the war of the Aesir ar.rd Vanir to the rnythical epic of Niord's

exploits.('r5 As told in Voluspa, Gullveig('r" etrters Asgard and errgeges irr

seid magic, fbr which she is br,rrr.red in Odin's hirll."r- The Vanir dern:rnd

compensation and blame Odin himself fbr having practiced seid."r' Oclin

throws his spear - Rydberg says to initiate u,ar with the Vanir, Durnezil savs

in an effort to conclude it."1e Rydberg has associated this r:rle rvith the tale

of the woman from the Var.rir who bror-rght seid masic to Assard; the bearer

of that magic is Ljot (Ljod), the handlr,oman of Frel'ja, u,ho is Angrboda in

disguise.610 In fact, this womar.r irssists the giants in kidnapping pvgl,ja in the

6.5.19 "Qui cr.rnr conr.ivii sirrrul:rtione cxcc[]turn rcgctrt itrcetrdio c()nsnlcrc stiltr.lissct"r ts I-rotlc

Y Oestrt Ddnorum 7.1.7 "iene dcinrlc pcnatihtrs applicato." 'lhesc nvo both sh:rre thc conunon

a.ttributc of "kceper of the \World N'lill,"and ;l[)[)cirr to be confirsttl ott tltat b,rsis.

''L'[)urnezil, Har/litryus,9.]-105; Rvdbcrg, li,utonic,\,l.ytltolot.t, I 210-ll.i, ,rnrl in thc surrourttlitrs
rnaterial; both reference Yrtglingtdgd 4 tntl litllupa )l-)6.

"r''\Whom Rvdbere notes is itlentic:rl to l-oki's britle Angrlroda-ALtrboth.

u'-Vohupa 21-26 and Rvclbcrg's excellent iiiscussion in 'liutottic ,ll.ytho/og1,, I 204-21.1, on rhc

episode, and 213-235, on thc idcnrin, of (,ullveie-Heicl riirh Ansrborl:r atrd Aurborla. AIso

Volsunga saga c.ii.8, et seq.. lirr l.jocl.

"rtL)uring the seduction of Rind.

6r'r(When ()din, bv hurling :r spear, hatl inciicateil the tre:rn,of pc:rcc fretlveett Itittt arrd tlie Vatts

was broken," Rvdberg, 
-l?uronic 

M),tlroloKy I, 2-15-235r "['l1re cpisode of lrieh rtraeicl consists

in the spear tlrat ()dinn htrrls at the enerlies, lt qestrlrc th:rt wc kno$,fiom an:rloqorrs sccrlcs in

several sagas usu:rlly rcsults in r.ictory firr ()dinris siclc. But this tinre, it nrust lrc assrtuiecl, this

sovereign magic docs not have its usual definitivc cflect ..." l)urnezil, Htndittl4t.rs t)9.

''t Rvdberg, Tlutonic Mythologl I 204-235. lhis is a r:orrrplcx arqurnent tlrauinq fionr thc l-.rklas,

Saxo and the Volsung saga. Tir strnrnr:rriz-c: (,trllve ig and Hcid llre kttorvn to br th.'samc rhrouqh

tlreir identity in \ltluspa 2l-26. Hrinrnir;rppears in \'itlsung,tstgrt c.ii.lJ u'ith a daughtcr l-jod,

Frevjas lranclma.itlcn. Hyndluljorl 30-32 tclls trs Hcitl is Hrinurir's .lauqhtcr. ln H.y11/lx/141

40-41, Loki cirts the heart of :r lrurnt u,onr:rrr rrnrl bcr:onrrs inrpreqn:rtcrl bv it. 'Ihis wonliln.
Aurtroda is cquated with Angrbodr,l.olus1,a riO. Aurbotla irppcirrs irs a hantlrntitlen of'Fro ja in

ljollsuinnsmal33. (,ullveie-Heid-Anqrboda-Aurboda is thc sir.tntess u,ho brouqht seid ro Asg:rrcl,

arrcl Frevja is tlre first of the Aesir to prilcticc seicl: "Fro'ja kendi tirst ttterl Asuttt seitl," Yrrylitrysag,r

4. lhus, Ar.rsrbotla likelv l)roushr scirl ro Frcvja. lhe irnplicatiorts firr Saxo arc belorv.
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story olrSyritha('rr :rnd ottar,6rz which appears i. Saxo.(,r., These eve,rs brirg
abour rhe great Winter \Var.62a

M'ruorHyN - Meoua AND THE CoNpusloN WrrH Gullvprc

Mithothyn l'ras beer-r interpreted, incorrectly, :rs Mjotudh-i,n, a,d thus thought
to rnean either "jLrdge leader" or "anti-odir.r."(,r, vhile Nordic epithers are
ofte, ker.r,i,gs a,d involve pla1,s on words a,cl multiple mea.i,gs, rhis .anre
is comparable in srrucrure to the epithet Midvitnir fbr Mjodvitner, a'd mealls
"mead-odin" a,d "mead-spiri1."c:a As such, D.mezil is correct rvhe. he
equiites this figure with Kvasir and with the vedic India, n-ryth oF Mada.6i-
Kvasir is the deity formed from the joined spit of the Aesir and va'ir rvh.se
birth ce're.ts their peace.6'8 He is rater killed by two drvark ard poured
irrto the three u,ells, Hvergelmir, Urd's weil, and Mimir's well, as detailed b1,

Rydberg.6re Similarly, Mada is a deiry whose birth ends the war betu,een Inclrir

('lr()N "corv-ridcr."

('r:()dr, hoth n:rrnes of Srvipdag-L,ricus-storkadr.

"'r".Eiuscleunl rei cullidrrs gigas, cunt aeque se effectu vacrrum ir.irrratlvcrterct, firri,ar, su[r.rrrat,
quae, ctllrl obtcnta virginis lirmiliaritate eius aliquamrliu pedissetlLrlrn cgisscr, halc rapclcr, :r
patcrnis Prodcul pcn:rribus, cluaesira callidius cligressione, serlu"i,; qu.,, ipse nrox irnrrns in
:rrriora nronranac crePitlinis saepta devexir." saxo, (irrra DttL)on.rm 7.4.1_7.i.g -lhe idcrrrir' ofottar, odr and S,ipclas is discrrssecl Rvclberg, rit$onic r\tholrgt, r 757 antllll-ti0.
''r'1he war u'agcd to recal)ture the gotldesscs of f'ertilitr', u4rosr: kirlnappinq by 16c rcbel s,rit6sllt\ hrr)llqhl .rlrout rlre trrilt $iilr(r. Scc elrrrlrr..r I l.

'ril)uniezil savs this itt,4Titrtt-Varuna, 122, posiring, prcsrr,ablr,, :r corrlr)o, 
^r.r,"vi16 

".ediaror,,'
or, alts111115ch', Ivlitli- as a derivative of Nith-. Ll 

" 
fi,u,,l.,t" to rhis latcr rv.rk, t6ough, L)ur,ezil

agrees with 'ineatl spirit," Harldingus,104, n.19.
6r"I)urrrezil, lTntldingus I04, n.19.

'r:'I)umezil, Hadrli rryus I 03 - I0 4.

6rnAs the nread qod, he nlav be relatccl to the ,.,ine eod discusscd in ohaptcr 9, ard his cle:rth rn:rv
represcr)r the rriu.iPh .frhe l.clo-Fluropean over thc religion .fthc Grcat ir{orher.
t'r""l6tu rettnn blird hans i tvau ker ok ei.. ketil, ok hsirir si ()drcrir, c, keri, heita sii. .k
Bctdn," Skallsbapdrrual 58;.Discussed in Rvdberg T?utonic M.yrholo.qt, I i l g_)21 ,.Urclar 

Maqn,
svalkalrlr saer, Son;rr drcyri," rluotins Gudrutnrkiit/a, ii, 21.
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and the Asvin ar.rd lvhose deirth leads to the creation of the mead.630

The 6rst paragraph of the Mithothyn story6r' states that "the kings of

the r-rorth, desiring more zealously to worship his deity, embounded [Odint]

liker.ress in a golclen image; and this statute, which betokened their homage,

they trar.rsmitted with much show of worship to Byzar.rtium."oi: 11,1, is Saxo's

ir.rterpretation of the statements in Voluspa regarding Gullveig's coming

to Asgard.6i'' Saxo does not appear to understand the term "Gullveig," and

ir.rterprets it as nreaning ,r golden idol rather than a woman; he then adds the

idea that the gods "showed homage" to it.6a W'e are then told "Frigga, desiring

to go [orth more beautified, called smiths, and had the gold stripped from the

st:rtue6ri." This has been linked to the story of Brisingamer.r, but it should be

linked more closell, to the story of Frey.ia being the first in Asgard to practice

seid, a forrn of evil magic which she had learned frorn her serving womar.r Ljot

Gullveig or Angrboda in disguise.6i6 Frigg "turns to the service of her private

wantonness" because the seid magic has corrupted her.6i7 Similarly, in the story

of Syritha and Ottar, Syritha cannot be broken from the trance she has come

r-rnder wl-ren she is enslaved and made "to tend goats" by a giant woman.6r3 The

r'r"Citccl, 
lrresunrably fronr thc Vcdas, in Dunrezil, Haddingus, 104.

t"'Saxo, Ot'sta Danorwn, 1.7.1 .

""Saxcr,(;estdDinzruilt, 1.7.I-I.7.Jfbrthcstory; I.7.1lorthequote:"CuiusnurnenSeptenrrionis,
reues propclsiorc sultu prosequi ctrpientcs cffigiem ipsius aireo cornplexi simulacro statuam suae

dignationis indiccnr nr:rxirna cunr rcligionis sirlulation Bvzantiuur transmiserunt."

t")lbltrsp,t 22; Dunrez-il agrccs, Hullingzrs 101-102.

"i"(livcn thc interrveaving of'tliemcs,.Srxo seerns to know there is a larger story here, though,

likc nranv rnotlern scholars, hc sccms unsure u,lrat tlre story is. As a Euhenrerist and Christian,
:rn cvil i,l,,l ilil)()r)g tlt( l)Jg.ll)\ \r'( lll5 .ll)[)r(rl)riil(C.

'r;"Frigg:r, cluo cultior progretli posset, accitis labris aururri statuac detrahcnclum curavit.", Saxo

Gesta Danorun 1 .71 .

6rt'Saxo identifies Friqs:r ancl Frevja. I{vclberg belicved Frigga rvas Freyja's motl-rer and Njord's

sisrcr, Tiutonic Mythology I, lii-15U For Frevja's handrnaiden, see n 12. abovc.

'i-"Crrius ingenio sinrulacrurn denrolitlr aururn publicac sufer\titiort con\ecrltum acl private

Irrxtrs instrtrrrrcntum convertit." Saxo, (iesra l)anorum 1.7.l.

6jt'Ut arl silvestris cuiusrlanr inrmanisquc lerninae tugurium pervcniret." Saxo, (irsla Danortnn
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fact that Frigga "calls smiths" to strip the gold from the starue also recalls to

mind the story of Helga, Starkad and the goldsmith, during the reign of King
Ingeld, who can be shown, from comparison ro the Ingialds of the Ynglingsaga,

to be largely a manifestation of Loki.63e

After the smiths strip the statue, we are told "Odin hanged them, and

mounted the statue on a pedestal, which by the marvelous skill of his art he

made to speak when a mortal touched it."6a0 This is the myth of Mimir's head,

but it is inserted into the separate narrative of the corruption of Frigg-Freyja

by Gullveig and the seid.6al rhe narratives are related - Mimir is beheaded

by the vanir and his head is senr back to the Aesir shortly after the exchange

of hostages that ends the first war in the world described in voluspa and the

Ynglinga saga - but the narrative of the burning of Gullveig precedes rhat war.6a2

7.4.4. Dwingthis entire episode, Frevja is clearlv under a spell, which ()ttar cannot break "Cuir:s
obtutum omnibus ingenii nervis emollire connisus, cum demissum oculorum eius habiturn
nulla penitus arte flexxisset, itrvictae severitatis perseverantiam", and which Saxo represenrs as
"excellent modesrv" i, his peculiar fashion. "adeo spectateae pudicitiae erar," both 7.4. I .

n,'Cuiu' sororeln Helgam guirlam auri opifex, obscurae stirpis, blanditis compositus ac variis
instructus munusculis, quibus muliebris maxime cupiditas capitur, in mutuas faces amatoria
conritate pertraxerat."Saxo, (lesta Danorum 6.6.2. A few oFthc interesting points here is that,
in addition to being a goldsmith, the goldsmith is "low-born", thus of the race either 6f elves or
giants. Ingialdt eating of the heart in Ynglingsaga 38 is clearlv Loki's consumption of Angrboda's
Ireart in Hl,ndhtljttd 4l . Cp "svipdag took the heart of a woli roasted it on the tongs, an.l e"ue it
to the king's son Ingjald to eat, and from that time he became a mosr ferocious person, ancl of the
worst disposition" and "Loki af hiarta lindi brendu, fann hann haalf-iuidinn hugstein konu; vard
Loptrkvidugrafkonuillri; thadaneraafollduflagdhvertkomit."Afulldiscussionofeitherof
these comparative mvtlrs is beyond the scope of this footnote.

rr4lr"Quibus Othinus suspendio consumptis sraruarll in crepidine collocavit, quam eriam rnirir
artis industria ad humanos tactus vocalem reddidit." Saxo Oesta Danorum 7.7 .1 .

'''r'Ihe identitv with Mimir\ head was first noted by Petrus Erasmus Mueller in his nores to his
1858 edition (lesta Danorttm. discussed in Dumezil, Haddingus 97. 'Ihe storv is ynglingsaga 4,
" ['Ihe Vanir] took Mimir, therefore, and beheaded him, and sent his head to the Asaland people.
Odin took the head, smeared it with herbs so that it shoulcl not rot, and sang incanrarions over
it. Therebv he gave it the power that it spoke to him, and discovered to hin many secrers.'
Saxo appears to believe that Mimir's head is Gullveig-Heicl, which he has interprerecl as "Golden
mead - head".

t'arRydberg arranges the precise sequence of events in a lengthv rliscussion in Teutonit Mlthologt,
I 204-25t.
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Later, "Frigga ... submitted herself to the embraces of oue of her sen'atrts," a

statement generally related to her intercourse with Ve and Vili, the brothers

of Odin, during his abser-rce from Asgarcl in hry/ingsag,/.("r Here, though, it

precedes the departure of Odin from Asgard and is, in f-act,:1 motive for it, artcl

one wonders if this is ltot rhe inrercourse of Freyja with her servant Svipdag-

Ottar, particularly as it is "by this man's device she broke down the inrage,"

much as Ottar frees Syritha fiorn a s;,ell placecl upot.r her bv a giatrtess.'"'

Svipdag-Ottar, being of the Ivaldi race - the elves would be a figure properlv

described as "servant"t he and his fhther Irgil, as well as, less ofien' Egil's

brothers Volund and Hyuki, are always described as "peasallts," "sen':rtlts," ,rttcl

"of common birth" in Saxo's heroic versiorts of' the letrtonic ePics." ''

Unlike in Ynglingsaga, in Saxo, Oclin's de;,arture From Asgard is given I

motive.('1(' "Wour-rded b1' the double tresP:1ss of his wifb, resetrtecl the outrase

to his image as keenly as that to his bed; irr.rd' rtrffled b}' these two stingine

dishonors, took to ar-r exile overflowir.rg rvith noble shame, irnagiling so tt

wipe off the slur of his ignomiu1"""- Whether this was or \vas not Otlin's

'""Frigga...uli f:rnriliariulnsestlrprosubiccir."s:rxo(,rTrzl),ttutrtrn,1.7.l: heralilirs'ithVt
andViti crccurs iu )Trylingsag -), "1r happcned oncc tltat ()din hed qotle to a qreat tlisratrcc, tntl
liad bcen so long alvay th:rt the peoplc ofAsia douhtcd ifhe rvoulcl cver rctttrll hontc, rhat his

t.,vo brothers took ir upon thcnrselves to rlir.idr Ilis cstirtel but both of tltettt took his rvifi'Friee

to themselves. ()clin soon:rfier retttrtrccl hottte, attd took his rvifc back."

"""ctrius ingenio sirnulacrtttrt rlcnrolite," s;rxo (,rTr,r l)itt0t'ttttt 1.'.1. 'lltc storl'ot Svritha arrtl

()ttar is Saxir (irsla Danorum 7.4.1 7.4.u. Svritha i: clearlv tttrrler a spell. :."i.1. Shc is

kiclnappcd bv a wornan ancl t:rken to thc l,rnrl ol girrtrts, 7.'i.1. \X/hilc tlterc, sht is ttrrr,le rr

gcrat-lrcrder bv a qiant worll:ur, 7.4.4, antl c,rrrnot be lrnrken fiortr tlic spell, urrtil ()rrer f]ntls hcr

irr rhe honre ef Ebb6 - a narnc of L.qil ,rnrl frees hcr s,ith "{irt." 7.4.7-7.4.li, s'hich uc ktt<,u

fiorn cgrnparison is an cxprcssion ofliis nlilqical n:rture. l)isctrssctl ilt tlctlril in Rrtlberq. 1i'rrtottit

tYIy t h o ktgy, I, 7 7 i -7 7 7

'"tFor insrance, Saxo, (irsra Dtttu)rilm 7.-l,l,lvhere F.bbo, i.c. I'.gil, is describecl rrs "a rttvcr of

colrlnlon birth", anrong Inallv exirtn[)les.

'"Ynglingsaga 2-:l says rnerelv "()ftcn [()tlin] rvent llw:lv s() far tlrat hc p:rssetl trrattv s(ilsolls oll

his journevs ... It happenecl once ... ()din had q()l)c to:r great tlistance, arrd hrrd bectt so lt,ttg

aw:ry that the pcoplc of Asia doubteti if hc rvould ever rctrtrll ltotttc."

t'.-"1)uplici itaclue ruboris irritamcnto perstrictus plcnunr inqenui pttclrris r:xsilitttn c.r11.sir c,,t1ttc

se contracti dedecoris sortles :rboliturtttn putavir." Saxo, (iara Dartorun. 1.7.1 .
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motive in the myth is unclear, as it is in the assigning of motives that Saxo rr.rost

often manifests himsell, and Rydberg believe stro,gl1, that odir"r left Asgard

because of odin's ow. involvement in the practice of seid nragic.6is Ftrrther,

this myth likely relates to the proto-lndo-Er-rropea, m1.th, known prior to the

17'r'century B.c. in the Hittite and Mitanni world in the fornr of rhe nryth of
Telipinu and others, oIthe withdrarval of the storm god fion-r tl-re Earrh and the

accompar.rying departure oFfertiliry('a'- a myth cycle certainly relirtins to r,vhat

Rydberg has terrned the story of the winter war, in which the smitl.rs are the

ones who wirhdraw from the world, taking with them, to the side oIthe powers

of the giants, the fertility with which they once blessed the earth.6t0 ln voluspa,

odin and the Aesir are driven from Asgard by the va.s, ar.rd it is possible

- really, almost likely, as the circumstances of the departures are so dilrerenr
--that two separate trips taken by odin from Asgard are bei,g syrcrerized.utl

t'r'DuringthcsecluctiottofRindtoproduceV;rli. 
ThesroryisSaxo, OestaL)iutorunt,.l.4.1--1.4.8;

discussion in I{vdberq, Tiutonic Mythoktgy, l,210-212. Rvdberg also norr:s SkaL/:bnprrntal 2,
"Se id Yggr til I{indar," "()clin won Rinda w'ith seid magic." Also conrpare thc kenninq fbr ()clin
as "thc gcrrl's :rrorrer," Sbaldshdparmal 55.

r'i''lhe Hittitc ancl Hrtrriatt versions of this rrryrh rvoulcl have bccn u1k1rlrvl 16 ll.y{bcrq, rv|g
wrote bcfirre thc Hittitc languaqe was knorvn, and likclv [)trnrczil ir5 \\,!.11, rhr]r.lqh both should
have bectt latliliar rvith the lntlo-lranian varianrs. 'lhe nryth of iclipinu is lronr the "()ld
Kingdoni'periocl of rhe Hittites ancl is given in HofErer, Jr, HittitellJ,r/,.r, Societv for Iliblical
Literature / Scholars Press, l99ti, I 1-22, but 2l-22 in parricular. "['Ihe Storrri (,od of the Skr.,
set out tow:rrtl the steppe], the tnearlow, [and the rnoor(?). He carrierl offplcnrr,, prosperi6,:r1d
abunrl,rnce. 'llie storrn god dcpartedl ancl barlcy [ancl rvheat] no lonqcr lripened. Catile, siieepl
and huttr:rns dicl not lbeconre prcgnantl. Ancl those who [rverc pregn:u)r cli{ not eive birtir]
lronr thar tinre." Antl so ott. -lhere 

is :rniazing sirriilaritt,here bcrween this rlcparturc antl th:rr
of the snrirhs as given in Rvdberg:rs rhe cause of the Winter Var, and rhc srory of rhe deParture
ofthelLibhuintheVetlas. Glepinu,ingcneral,syncretizcsbetrcrrlioushrvithrhe\rediclndra,
and thus a fttll cliscussion of the iterirtions of the "srorrn god" in Indo-l.rrrope:rn nn,rh cxceeds
thescopeolthisfbotnore.'lheOldKingclornHittitctextclatestorhel8cerituryB.Cl.,nr:rkils
it otre of tlte oltlest known myths of any culrure in the world, rnLl irlnr(,\r c.rr.rinly an Incl,r--
Ettropeati rnvth dating to befirre the clispersion frorn the Asian hornclald c. 2200 B.(1.

"'"1)iscussion in Rvdberg, 7?utonir Mlthtthgt, I, 171-200.

'''tlblusp,t 24, "brotin' var b.rdveggr borgar isa, kn:ittu va.ir vigspi r.irllu sPorna." Ir.vdbcrg
relatcs tlris to Fridleilri siege in Saxo, (irsra Ddnorurn, (t.2.1 6.2.10, end ecluatcs Fritllcif'.s
actiorisr','itlrNiorcls,discussioninTiutonicfulltho/0gy,1,235-251. Oncofrhccornplaintsolthc
Vanir about ()din'.s punishrnent of Gullveig-Heirl is that he, too, had practiccd seit1, interprercrl
bv Rvdberg, ibid, Fronr Saxo (irsra Danorum 3.4.9. flie clcparturc of C)clin fionr Asqall as
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Mithothyn is a dilficLrlt character because his story involves several

distinctive themes. The first is the change in the form of sacrifice.652 Mithothyn

"said that the wrath ofthe gods could never be appeased nor the outrage to their

deity expiated by mixed and ir-rdiscriminate sacrifices, and therefore forbade

that pral,ers for this end should be put up without distinction, appointing to

each oI those above his especial drink-offeri11g."6'3 flre term "those above" is

reference to the three categories of magical being distinguished by Saxo early in

the story of Hadding.6ti The division of the sacrifices by three is the slaughter

of Kvasir to fill three bowls, or the slaughter of Mada to establish the mead.6"

Dumezil rightly links this to the conflict between Romulus and Numa Pompilia

in Romarr myth over the nature of sacrifice, and his Mitra'Vanma, even more

than his Haddingus, is enlightening in this regard.6t6 The division oIthe mead

amongst the gods - the "change ir-r the Form of sacrifice" brought by Mithothyn

- 
ends the war betweer.r the Aesir and the Var.rir, as it ends the war between

Indra arrd rhe Asvin.t'-

Kvesln, IveLor, Mtutn eNp Lort

A questior.r that should be asked at this point is whether Kvasir can be equated

punishnrent firr practicing seid appcars to have ended the war ofthc Aesir and Vanir, but it then

cannot havc also precetlecl or bccn the cause ofthat war.

6irCp Sa-xo, (;$td Ddnlrutn, 1.8.12, 3.2.12, 6.5.10, 7.10.1.

6ir"Hic cleorurr irarl aur nunrinum violationern conlirsis permixtisque sacrificiis expiari

negebat itleoquc iis vora cornnrunircr nuncupari prohibebat, discreta superum cuique libamenta

ccrrrstittrens." S:rxo, (zsra D a t ru r u nt, 1 .7 .2.

r'"Saxo s;rys "tleorurn et nunrinurn," trut the division by three, instead of by many, which lollows

indicates a relationship u,irh the classes of being Sa-xo has delimited.

""Durrrezil, Hafulingus,Ir l9 to 104.

"61)unrczil, Mitnt-Vdriltkt,47-64; Dunezil sces the alternation of kings in tlie early historv of
I{onre :rs cornparable to the altcrn:ition of the Vcclic sun and moon kings, and their conflict over

sacriEccs :rs p:rrt of a larger dichotot.trv in the netr.rre of their being.

'"tDurrrez-il, Haldiryus, n llJto 104; he rcferencesafirllerdiscussioninhis Lll?i, 102-104.
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with Ivaldi or Mimir.658 Kvasir is "the spit," but he is also the one so full of
the mead of wisdom that he chokes on himself because he is not being asked

questions fast enough to ger out all of the answers he is creating.65e This idea

may link to the motif of "drowning in the mead" that one finds in the story of
kings such as Hunding, with which the Hadding story concludes, and Fiolnir

of the Ynglingsaga.660 The story of the slaughter of Kvasir would give a better

motive for Mimirt death than the inadequacy of Hoenir ("the stork").66r There

is also the linguistic similarity between the Vedic TvastirlTvashtri, who can be

equated with Mimir, and the name Kvasir.662 Arguing in favor of a syncretism

with Ivaldi is that Mithothyn flees to Phaeonia, which is generally translated as

"Finland," though Dumezil notes it is more likely the Danish isle of Fyen.63
-i7hether this was an effort by one of Saxot sources to euhemerize rhe term

"nation of Finn," a reference to Ivaldi's name, Finn, or to link to the separare

tradition of Odint travels told in Ynglingsaga is unclear.66a And, despite these

intersecrions of motifs associated with Mimir and lvaldi with Mithothyn, there

is no clear identity.

It also has to be asked whether the 'thanges in the sacrifices" that occur

during the reign of Mithothyn are related to the "changes in the sacrifices" thar

occur during the reign of Frey at Uppsala.665 \7here details are given, Freyt

("8lvaldi is Svigdur, the "charnpion drinker," ancl Mimir oft appears in Nordic mvth as
"Guthmund," the underworld god who always feasts. See tliscussion in Rvclberg, Tiutonic
Myrhology, I 309-35i and 652-656.

"t'"'Dvergarnir sogdu :isum, at Kvasirhefbi kafnat i mannviti, 6rrir fvi at engi var par svi fr6dr, at
spyrjakynni hann fr6dleiks." Skalds kaparmal 57 .

6(Jr)'lCumque exsequencli officii gratia regiam perlustraret, offenso gradu in clolium collapsus
interclusunr lrumore spiritum reddidit." Saxo Gesta Danorttm 1.8.27; also Ynglingsqa 14.

"6)Ynglingsaga 4; For Hoenir as "the stork," see discussior.r in Rvdberg, '[iutonic Mythology, I,
738-739.

('(':f)iscussed in Rvdberg, Tiuto n i c M7 th o logy, I, 87 4-88 4.

''"r-lb which Odin travels in Ynglingsagal; Dumezil, Haddingus, n4 95.

"''rFor Ivaldi as Finn see Rvdberg, Tiutonic Mythologt, I 177 , 992-993.

"r'iSaxo, (irsla Danorum, 1.8.12, 3.2.12, 6.5.10, 7.10.1.
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sacrifices involve "dusky" and "hutnatt" victirns, thotrgh accounts also poir-rt

to "effemirrate" jugglers, in the nratruer of Mithoth)'tt's court.t""' -fhis linkage

needs further examination in the context of the eflorts of figures like Harald to

r-rsurp and charrge the religious fornr, and the historical background of ellbrts

to introduce the culrs of Eric and Christ into northern Europe dr.rrir.rg the latter

part of the first n.rillenniurn A.D.6('"

Regardless, at the er.rd of Mithothyris life, it is clear that Mithothvtr lras

been syncretized with Loki.6t'8 The key is the clescriptiolt ofrhi.s barro.'r': "F.ve'tr

in his death his abominations were rnade manifest, fbr those rvl-ro catrie nigh

his barrow were cut offbl.a kind of sudder.r deatl.r; irr.rd, after his encl, he spre:rcl

such pestilence rhar he seen.red almost to leirve a filthier record in his death

therr in his lif-e: it was as though he',vor,r[d extort frorn the guiltv tr pttttishmettt

for his slaughter. The inhabitants. being in this trouble, took the bodl'out of

the mound, beheaded it, and impaled it through the breast with a sharp stake:

and herein that people for-rnd relief."aar This is t.tot .t "gcneric vrrlttpils n1)'th,"

as Elton has disrnissed it, nor is it "\/iking colorization," to borrow Durrtezil's

uncharacteristically r-rr.renlightened term.('-" -fhis meirtrs oF deirth occurs otlly

"t'''"siquiclern propitianckrrurrr rrtrnintrnr gratia Fro deo rcnt tlivinirur furvis hostiis ficit" Stro,
(lesta Danorum, 1.8.12; "siquidenr huni:rni generis hosti:rs lulrctilrc ag{Ircssus firctla strptris

libantcnta persolvit" 3.2.13: "c1uod aPud Upsal:rn srlcri6.ir,runr trrll[)()r( Lr,tt\titttttt\ ef]clrlillirt()s

corporufir nlotus scacnicosque rrrinronrnr pltrrsrrs ac mollia ttolarttur crepitactrla frrstitlirer'

6.5. 1 0.

t't'-Haraltl'susurpationsappcarinSaxo,(,rslaL)dtt0tttttt,9.4.9-11,9.4.15-1(r,rntl 9.4.i(r-.17. ()rl

rhe inrrorlucticrn of thc cults of F.ric ancl of (-hrist, see rliscussiotr in [\'dbers, liutotric M.ytlrulog.1',

t.80i - 808.

r'r'NSaxo, Gesta Da.nonrm, 1.7.2.

'u"('u'us exstincti quoquc flagitia patucrc, siquitlern busto suo pro[)inquantc\ rcprtttitr,,

rnortis genere consumebat t:lntasque posr f:rta pestes ctliclit, ut paenc tactriorrr lllillti\ LlLlirtlr

vitae monuntenta dedisse virleretur, perintle ac necis suac [)()c]r.ls.r Irr)xii\ c\.lcttrrlls. (]ut, tttaltt

oflusi incolac egestur')r ttrnurlo cor;rus capitc spoli:rttt, lICut() I)cctus stipite transfitcntes; itl qenti

remetlio fuit." ibicl.

''-"Eltcrn's introducrion anri l)umezil, Haddingus,27-.i8: thc itlea that thc Norclic nrvtliical r:r'clc

consists of a rartdorn collection of rnotifi rvas first posrulatctl br, firgen Moqk anrl rvas p:rrr of
:r larger political movenlent to clcconstruct :rrrcl dissolvc thc itlea of a cotntnott Itttilr-F-uropc:rrt
'I'r:rdition ancl culturc - a movelnert that gained strenqrh through the 20'l'centurr,, rvirh thc itleas
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one other time in Saxo - during the story of Asmund and Asvid.67r

Asrr,ruNo euo Asvro

In Saxo's Asmur.rd and Asvid, a similar confusion occllrs between Mirnir

ar"rd Loki. Early in Asn-rur.rd's story, he engages ir.r tl-re nrythical journey to

Gudmund's realm - a mythic motif whose general outline is giver.r in Rydberg,

and which occurs over and over again in Saxo:612 He "'"vandered over the dreary

ridges, and at last, destitute of horse and clothing, ate fungi and mushrooms,

and wanderecl or.r aimlessly till he came to the dwelling of King Biorr.r."6-r This

Biorn "ruled in the province of Wik, and had a son, Aswid."r':'i 4r*14 is, not

surprisingly, a name of Mimir.675

Asmund, in this story, is acting as Heimdal.676 The ke1, here is not only

that he is a "son otAlf" but the tale of his mutilarion:677

'Aswid had come to life in the nights, and in [Asrvid's] conrinual struggles

had wrenched olF [Asmund's] left ear; and there was to be seer.r the horrid sight

o['in:rterial culture" anrl opposition to "cornParative" methotls in arch:reologr.:rnrl anthropologr.,
largelv as a result ol its adoptiorr, financing and backing bv the Soviet Union ancl allliarcd,
primarilvJeivish, scholars in the Unitecl States. f)umezil, in Fairncss, perriallv ricconstructs this
school's :rttacks on Hadcling's saga.

r'-rSaxo, (lestt Danontm, i.l 1.1-i.1 1.5.

6'rThis journs' gcncrally involves crossing a sea and then a fbrcst, or :r rivcr antl e briclgc.

Extensive discussion in Rvdbcrg, 'feutonic Mythology, I, 306-J51. Cp rvith, say, the storv of
Thorkill traveling to Gudmund's realn, Saxo, Gesta f)anorunr, 8.l4.6-8.

t']"Vastaque pererrantenl iuga tanden cquo et vestibus destitutunr firnqos et tubcra percclissc,

acl ultirnurn in Biorttonis regis penetralia F<rrtuito ilevenisse progressu." Sirxo, (irsra Ddtu)ruilt
i.1 1.1.

" i"Biorno vero in Wik provincial, cui Asuithus filius erat," Saxo, Gkla l)tnorum, i.11.7.

"7'Aswid, nreanirrg'Asa-friend," see discussion in Rvdberg, Tiunnic Mythoktgl,l, 364-)61.
6'6Ast.nuntl, nreaning'Asa-mund" or'Asa-protector," in the scnsc of 'Asa-[rorg."

":iFor the relationship with the narne Al1, see n)y essay, unforrun:lrcly publication still pending,
on the sixteen manilestations of Alf in Saxo Grammaticus. For the story of Heinrdrrl'.s loss of
his ea;, Volupa 27.1-2 "Yeir hon Heirndallar hlj6d of lblgit und hcidvrinum hclgurn Lratlnii,"

Larrington translates the disputed term lor "horn" or "ear", sonrewlrat inexplicabh,, as "hcaring".
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of a raw and unhealed scar."678

The fight between Aswid arrd Asmund is the battle between Loki and

Heimdal - the battle between the unpure and the pure fire that is detailed in

Rydberg.6'e

The conclusion of the story brings us back to Mithothyn:

"For soor.r I cut olf his head with my steel, and impaled his guilry carcasse

with a stake.r'680

This is the only other time a figure in Saxo meets Mithothyn's fate, and,

like Mithothyn, it is a 6gure with some characteristics like those of Mimir, and

some characteristics like those of Loki.

Wh1. Mimir and Loki are being syncretized is not obvious. Mimir and

Kvasir appear to be syr.rcretized on the theme of "the mead", and that Loki is

being brought into the story of the war of the Aesir and the Vanir because of

Loki's association with Gullveig-Heid.68' Interestingly, the episode oFStarkad

and the goldsmith, which has parallels to that of Frigg and her servant, occurs

during the reign o[ Ingeld, who is a figure who, like Loki, also corlsumes a

beast's heart ar-rd is made evil by it.('82 There may also be a general confusion

of Kvasir and Frey, on the theme of the changes in the sacrifices, and then a

confusion of Frey and Loki on theme of usurpation.

Mithothyn is not, though, the mysterious story it, at first sight, appears

f'7t"(]uibus Asuithus noctibus rcdir.ivus crebra coiluctione lacvam illi aurem abruperat, locdumque

irrcligcstae ac crutlae cicatriccs spcctaculum apparebat." Saxo, Gesta Danroum, 5,11 .3.

''/-')Loki arrd Hcimclal batrle fbr Rrisingamen Sbaldskaparmal16; on the pure ancl impure fire, sce

Rvdberg, fiutonic Mythology, I, 586-600.

f'n""Nanr lerro secui n)ox caput eius perlodique nocens stipites corpus," Saxo, (lesta Danorum,

5.1t.4.

'"'Loki corrstrrrres lier heart, Hyndlrtljod,40-41, discussion Rydberg, Tbrxonic Mytbology, I,213-
217.

6frStarkatl :rrrd the gollsmith, S:rxo (iarta D,'tnorum 6.6.2-6.6.12 Ingiald and the consunrptiotr

of the beast'.s beur is Ytrylingsaga 38.
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to be. Elements of it can be definitely derived from known Eddic poems and

tales, and there are clear Indo-Iranian parallels that shed light on the motives

and roles of the characters involved. Further even where the origin of the

themes are obscure, an analysis of the patterns of the stories that appear in Saxo

allow one to distill the nature of the figures portrayed, even if some quesrions

remain.
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