
CHAPTER 13

THB MerrsR oF BntrerN AND ARTrtuR"*

irst among the sources for the historical story of Arthur is Geoftrey

of Monmouth, whose History oJ'the Kings oJ' Britaiu gives the longest

historicized account of Arthur and his cotrtemporaries. Using

comparative mythical studies, what emerges frorn Geolfrey's text is the ider"rtity

of Arthur and the Nordic Eric, a heroic figr.rre who n,as elevated to the status

of divinity in an ellort to stop the spread of Christian worship in the North.

Trts NonuANS AND tnp ]NvesroNs oF Bnrretx

Britain has been the subject of mar.r1, invasions and in the ancierrt and medieval

times. The primary ones were: the invasior-rs of the Kelts, perhaps 500 B.C.,

who founded the British culture;t''' the invasiotr o{:the Rorn:rns, which began

with Caesart expeditions in 55 B.C. ar-rd which reduced southeastem Britain

to a Roman province in A.D. 43; the Saxon ir.rvasion, which began with their

mutirry against the Romans circa A.l). 442;ti0 and the Norman invasiort,

which began in 1066 and which continLred, in W'ales, until the submissior.r of

Deheubarthtti in 1 I 97.5ir

'''Thisarriclewasorisinallypuhlislrutl itr lhcBantcsRcvicw,Sct,/t)(r20 ll.

"'''Ihe remnants olwhich we now call \Velsh or (jumbri, Cyrttrv and in the \flelsh tongue

Cvmraeg.

tt"The Saxons had been invited into Britain as allies of the post-lmperial Ronr:rns against thc

British.

"'Along with Gwr.nedd and Powvs, one of thc thrcc tnain kingr'loms of \X/ales.

-'jThough 
Wales would not be cornpletelv subjugated until tlie reign of Eclwarcl I, in 1283.
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THE'I'RADITION OF THE MO'IHER

Geoffrey, the chief historian of Arthur, wrore in the early to mid 12th

century, while the Norman invaders of the direct line descended from \William

were still "cleanir.rg up" the British and the English,5tr ar.rd cornpleting their

campaigns in \7ales. Geolfrey's History of tbe Kings of Britaitt is a series of tales

about British resistance to [oreign conquesr.

In srrucrure, the History of the Kings oJ'Britaitt is divided ir.rto fbur mai.
parts-the tale of Brutus, the tale of Belinus, Merlin's prophecies ar.rd the tale

of Arthur. The first deals with the mythical origi, of the Brirish i. Tio1., a,d
is built or.r a foundatio, of pseudoscholarship thar developed in the Dark
Ages from various late Rornan epilogues ro rhe srory of Tloy. The second is a

semimythical tale, where the god Baal, as Belinus, accompanies Brennus, a fire

god whose name is derived from proro-Germanic Brenna,5t' i. the First Sack

of Rome.'5t The Brito,s then defend rheir island against the imperial Romans,

routing the armies of Caesar and runrring offthe Roman forces. The conquest

of the southern parr of the island is never explicitly admitted.

The prophecy of Merlin follows, a,d then there is a last episode, rhe story
of Arthur. From the chaos of these civil wars, vortigern emerges as a British

chancellor. He usurps his king ar.rd invites the Saxons Hengist (or Hengest)

and Horsa ro come to Britain and defend ir. The reign of vortigern is followed

by that of the line of Uther Pendragon and his so, Arthur, to whom falts the

task of defeating the rebellious Saxons. The defeat of the Saxons is followed
by a second expedition from Rome. The message of Geofrrey's History is clear:

Britons have always defeated those who wor.rld ir.rvade their island, and they
can do so again.5t6

Geolrrey's saga was both popular and conrroversial, probably because it
contained an irnplicit anri-Norman message. Geoffrey himself was assirmed by

tt3'Ihe Ansles, Sa-rons and thcir descendanrs callecl Anglo-Saxons.

tt'Brenna nrcans "fire" and is related to the Irish nanre Brian.

"'396 B.C. aFter the fbunding o[the Roman Rcpubtic but long belore l{ome was nrore rhan just
another ciry-stare in the central part of ]talr,.

t56Geoffrey's Historl, notably, stops before the ultirnate victory of rhe Saxons ovcr the uritons.
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early scholars to have been lWelsh and his writings may have been an effort to

rally the Velsh people against the efforts of the Normans to subjugate them.

If so, it failed.stT However, Geoffrey's writings became known in France, likely

through Brittany, where they inspired the best-known romanticized versions

of the Arthur tales, such as Thomas Maloryt Le Morte dArthur.s58 These later

versions are clearly semi-mythical and integrate traditions having nothing to do

with British resistance to invasions. As examples, to the original Arthur tales

Malory added Lancelot in the place of Mordred, and the Grail quest, two of

the most popular Arthur themes.

Gsorrnsv's Souncps

Geoffrey's work begins in the mythical epilogues to Thoy but becomes

solidly grounded in history when he discusses the Roman period. Like many

churchmen of his time, Geoffrey had a classical education and was familiar

with the Hebraic mythology of the Old Testament, as well as the myth and

religion of his native land. Up until the withdrawal of Rome from Britain,

Geoffrey largely follows classical sources.

Geoffreyt tale of Arthur begins as the Romans, whose empire is

collapsing, are pulling out of Britain. Here Geoffrey clearly withdraws again

into mythology. Despite claiming to have found his material in an ancient

book of the Britons,t'e he integrates into his history Saxon myths, including

myth structures that are known no later than the 5'h century B.C., and which

probably existed among the German and Nordic peoples substantially earlier.

For the purpose of our analysis, Geoffreys tales of Arthur can be broken into

three sections: first, the reign ofVortigern, king of the Britons,560 the invitation

to Britain of the twin Saxon brothers Hengest and Horsa, and the civil war

ttrlhough some lf'elsli prrince s nr:rnagetl to rernain semi-independent lor another century.

:i'"lhe L)eath of Arthur."

tt''ti7l.rich is unverifi ed.

tt"'\7ho rnay have had some hisrorical existence.
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that follows; second, the reconquest of Britain from the saxons by Arthur and

Arthurt conquesrs oflceland, Norway and Denmark; third, Arthurt expedition

against Gaul and his defeat of the Romans in Gaul.

HrNcesr eNo Hor.se

The names "Hengest" and "Horsa" signify stallion and horse, and these two

men may never have existed as real people, though scholars such as J.R.R.
Tolkien have argued that Hengest, like vortigern, has a historical basis.

Certainly, a Saxon invasion occurred, and many believe that the Saxons were

originally invited by the post-Roman kings to defend rhe remnants of the

Roman province after their government in Imperial Rome withdrew its troops.

But the tale of Hengestt entry into Britain is, as Rydberg discusses in his

Teutonic Mythohgjr,56' a retelling of the Teutonic migration saga.562 The story

of the expulsion of Hengest and Horsa from Saxony is that of the expulsion

of Ebbo and Ajo from Scandia,563 and the story of their landing is the same

as that of the migration sagas found in both the stuabian Chronicle and in the

slightly later books of Saxo Grammaticus's History of the Danes.5@ Like the

giants Volund and Egil, Hengest and Horsa are "men of huge srarure.565" yet

Rydberg contends it is Hengestt sons, Ochta and Ebissa, who are properly

Ajo and Ebbo, and that Hengest is their brother Nordic Geldrs6 or Giuki.t67

'(') Tbutonic Myrbology, i.l5-i.19 and i. 123.

tt''lvhich, I argue earlier in this book, in Chapter 6 and elsewhere, is rhe same tale as that siven
by Herodotus to explain the migration of the Tyrrhenians from Asia Minor.

"'3Given in Jordanes's Gothic Historlt and in the History of the Lombards in slightlv different
forms-

5''rParticularly the story of King Snow, in book VIII of Saxo's Oesta Danorum.

:"5Volund and Egil are black elves who are larer syncretized with giants.

'6('l.ike Hengest and Horse, Geldr, "gelding," is a word that indicates a tvpe of horse.

'6;Speci6cal[y, Rvdberg argues that the second generation, ochta and Ebissa, are confused with
the previous generation, which is properly one being, Ivaldi, but which has been doubled with
synonvmous names and assigned the name of their brother. Reallv, two identical stories have
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Hengist's later request of land fiom Vortigern is the same as the request Saxo

has lwar, son of Ragr.rar Lodbrog, make to Ella, the historical Saxon kir-rg Aelle,

in the founding of York.568

Vortigern,t6e the king who invites the Saxons into Britain, is the figure

known in Nordic-Germanic myth as Guthorm. His existence as a mythical

son of Magni-Mannus, son of Thor, is testified to in Thcitus, where Guthorm

appears with two brothers, Ingvi5:o and Azdingi.t:r As Vortigerr.r, his rrame

means "over-king," but his original name meant something like "God-worm"

or "God-horn," possibly referrir.rg to a serpentine or underworld origin'i-r
'W'hile Vortigern's tale may have a historical basis, as Guthorm, he is a wholly

mythical 6gure and his role as "king of the Gewissei," the Saxons of Wessex,

firmly establishes him as a Saxon, not British, god.
'While the story of Vortigern plotting to be king is not knowrtiri in the

broader Nordo-Germanic literature, the fact that it is he who invites Hengest

and Horda, in the roles of Volund and Egil, ir.rto Britain is consistent with the

fact that Volund, Egil, and Hengest are his uncles.

Tss DEers oF HENGEST AND rur, RetcN op Urutn PENonecoN

\What is interesting about the myth cycle surrour-rding Hengest is that in the

poem Valtharius Manus Fortis Giuki battles his father, \Waltharius, who is

clearly the Nordic mythical figure lvaldi. This myth Rydberg has related to the

been graftecl on each other, and (leoffrev or his source merclv confused tlreni.

'(''The Scandinavian kinsdom ofJarvik.

-6"\7ho 
appears also as Welsh Gwrthevrn, ()ld tnglish Wvrtscorn, Breton Cuorthise rrt and Irisll

Foirtchcrn.

'-"Erik, Ottar or Svipdag.

'-'Hadding.
t-tRyclberg strongly objccts to the interpretatiorr "god wornt," ertd this intcrpretltion i5 n()t

settled.

"jC)r, at least, recognized at this time.
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nursery rhyme of Jack andJill, and of the tale of the e(Iorrs of Hyuki and Bil
to steal the mead from the hidden spring of Byrger. Hyuki and Bil are stopped

by the Moo, king, Mani or Gewar, who rakes them to his ki,gdorn a.d raises

them there, taking with them their pail of mead. Their grandfather, Ivaldi,

eventually atremprs ro recover the mead, and, in doir-rg so, slays rhe Moon king,

but is stopped by Hyuki.

Hengest, or Gelder, reappears in the second part of our division of
Geoffrey's Arthur-tale as Cheldricus, where he fights alo,gside Baldulf in the

manner that Gelder fights alongside Baldur in Saxo Grammaticus's relling

of the same rale. Baldulf's enemy cador is the Nordic figure Hoder, rvho, :rs

Rydberg has noted, is often co,fused by christian wrirers with the mythical

figure k,own as odr or ottar - rwo names given to the hero Eirekr or Erik.tri
\x/hen Gelder is killed by Hother in Saxot accourr, Horher makes cerrain

to give Gelder an elaborate burial; similarly, Eldol,t,5 an earl of Gloucester

opposed to Her.rgest, makes the sarne arrangemenrs for his erlerny Hengest.

Hengest's death ends the first porrion of Arthur's story. in rhe History of
the Kings oJ'Britain. The slaying of Hengest is directed b1, Ambrosius Ar-rrelius,

whose moniker is an epithet meaning "the divi,e Roman," a,d u,ho is also

likely a mythical persona. Ambrosius seeks out Merli. from the ki.gdom of
the Saxons ar.rd the two brir.rg over the srones of Ireland to form the ring at

Stonehenge.t;6 Uther Pendragon5Tr is the brother oFthis Ar-rrelius and leads the

expedition; when Aurelius dies Uther takes the throne. Uther is a form of the

old Norse r.rarne vidar, who is a son of odi. that 6ghts at Ragnarok, slaying

the Fenris Wolf, after the Fe,ris'wolf consumes odin. one of his Utl.rer's first

t7r()rir r,ea,s "spirit." ottar nreans "orrer." hi-rekr involvcs the surlix "rckr" or "ki..9."

t;t!.ldol's nanle apl)ears to be constructed fronr thc prefix "cl-,"equivalent to old N,rrss t)l anJ
Saxon is Ael, nreaning "ale" or 'inead." It is a pre6x rvhich appears in Nordic nanres rhar :rrc
variant Frrrnrs of Ivalcli.

t:nSorne have irrgucd Avebury.

'7"'Grrible L)ragon-chief" in C)ld'Welsh.
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acts is to seduce Ygerna,5Ts the wife of his subordinate, Gorlois,'7e the duke of

Cornwall.

Uther tells Merlin to transform Uthert aPPearance so that Uther may

enter the Castle Tintagel, where Ygerna lives. In disguise, Uther seduces

Ygerna, impregnating her with Arthur and provoking a war with Ygerna's

husband. In this war, lJther is ultimately victorious, taking Ygerna for his

bride. Uther continues his wars and is ultimately killed by poison, allowing

Arthur to grab the throne. This story has obvious parallels in the later Sigmund

epics and the German Niebelungenlied. In these tales, Sigmund or Siegfried

approaches the castle of Brynhild in disguise, or under a cloak of invisibiliry

and allows his companion, Guthorm or Gunther, to win the woman. This

is also found in Saxo as the story of Hoder and Helgi, or Hedin and Hogni,

where Hoder or Hedin wins the woman for Helgi or Hogni, who is inarticulate

or otherwise unwilling to approach his bride.580 This interlude concluded,

the second portion of Geoffrey's Arthurian narrative, the first part of Arthur's

career, begins.

Bernunr AND CADoR

Arthur now battles three brothers: Colgrin, BaldulF8t and Cheldric.

Cheldric is the name Gelder, and another incarnation of Hengest and Horsa.

Baldulf is Baldur,582 who, as an enemy of Hoder, is often confused with his

brother Vali.'83 Here, Arthur is in the Hoder role, and his companion Colgrin

'7i"Fair I-atly" in ()ld Velsh, also Igrairc; she appears to be a figure lrotn pre-Saxon \7elsh

myth.

t-''Of uncertain but non-\{tlsh origitt.

l"lnterestinglr,, in Saxo's telling, this is because of a defomrity in the lip, which is a trait of the

god l-oki, whose lips were se\vn shut by Brock so he could no longer tell lies'

;t'Bakl-ulf, ()kl Norse "bold wolf"r arguablv lrom "Baal's wolL"

ttrAs this nanre is:rlso encountered as "Beldegg," it has been argued that it is "Baal's da,v." The

iclentification of "Ilel" with "Baal" is controversial, and the meaning of this is not definitive.

t*rAlso knou,n as Bous, Vali is onc of the archetvpe frclrn which the Saxon hero Beowulf was
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is likely a reference to the 6gure known in Nordic myth as the giant coller.5sa

one notable element found in Saxot Baldur-Hother myth is inverted in
Geoffrey. In Geoffreys History, Baldulf disguises himself as a minstrel to enter

the enemy camp - a motif generally associated with the musician Hoder.

\[hen the Saxons are defeated in Geoffrey they flee and buy safe passage,

but betray their agreement and counteratrack, penetrating into Britain to Mons

Badonicus-the Hill of Bath.

Mor.qs BeooNrcus

Realizing that the first part of Geoffreys tale has been produced by imposing

the stories of Saxon gods, known to us primarily through the Nordo-Germanic

tradition, upon the acrual events ofthe Saxon invasion helps contextualize the

next section, in which Arthur stops the Saxons at Mons Badonicus and reverses

their war effort.

The battle at Mons Badonicus is the central point of reference for those

who attempt to assign a historical value to Arthur. Modern-day Bath is a small

city in Great Britain near Bristol, just south of where 'wales meets England.

Its importance to Arthur is that largely historical and just post-contemporary

accounts of the period, such as that of Gildas, attest to a battle having occurred

there that stopped the Saxon takeover of Britain for that moment. The leader of
the British forces at this battle is generally assumed to be the historical Arthur,
though the actual name of this leader is unknown.

At this batde, Arthur draws his sword, Caliburnsss and cleaves his way

composed.

'r+'11. N1g6k" of the medieval witch cult, through a confusion with the Latin collum, this giant
is best known for his batde with Egil. Though he is ubiquitous in German and Keltic ,our..,r,
and his worship survived well into the Christian period, his significance in the larger mr.th has
not been adequately explorecl. Col-grim may be a compound of coller and Grim, rhe larter
name meaning "hooded," and being an epithet of another giant figure who is nearly ubiquitous
in Germanic ml'th.

585The Excalibur of the later myth.
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into the midst of the Saxons. Arthur's sword's seems to take its name lrom the

sword Caladbolg of Irish myth.iB(' Arthur arrays his forces in wedges, relating

Arthur's tale to those of Hadding and of Harald in Nordic myth,is; and to the

larger theme of the "Great War," captured in sources such as Saxo Grammaticus'

Gesta Danorum as rhe Bravalla War, which Rydberg relates to the ides of the

\Winter'War and the first war in the world.iss

The Battle of Mons Badonicus ar"rd the defear oIthe Saxons by the British

essentially closes the second part of Geo{Irey of Monmouth's Arthurian tales,

and opens the third part of the story, that of the empire of Arthur. As Arthur

defeats the Scots, the Picts and the Irish, to establish the empire of Greater

Britain, we learn of an interesting detail: he has rwo nephews, Mordred and

Gawain, by his sister Anna and a mar-r called Lod. Mordred will be the death

of Arthur.

Ssoucrtox AND THE NEpHr,ws

Like Lancelot in the Malory tale, Mordred seduces Arthur's wife Guinevere atrd

revolts against Arthur himself. And like much of Geoffrey's History, this storv

is based in Nordic and Germanic myth.

The revolt of the rwo rrephews against the king whose wife has beerr

seduced is found in several places ir.r Nordic myrh, and is generally associated

with the cycle of myths aroundJarmerik.ts" In this myth cycle, one ofJarmerik's

'""Generally translated "cleavcr." Knowu in Welsh lceend as (.aledhvlch or Middlc \X/clsh

Claletuwlch.

"-Thc weclgc having been a milit:rn, firrnr:rtiort of ne ar-s:rcrctl vrrlut tliat conrprised tltc corc

knowlcdgeoftheartofinfantrvrvarfireinL-uropeatrcountriesfirrscveralcenturics. Irtsr:r'crll

Nordic myths, tlre teaching of thc wetlge fbrnrrrtion to onc or rrt()re l)ilrtie s bv ()din or [.oki plevs

a kev role in a hero'.s r.ictorv or dcfc:rt.

t*t'lhese are the wars against the srniths afier thcv u,ithrlrarv fl-onr the rvorlcl. cattsittq thc (ireat
'Wintcr, and the war berween tlrc Aesir antl thc Vrrtir th;rt ftrllows t]rc cxecutiotr of (,trllvcig-

Heicl, as tletailed in the Voltrspa.

tt''Hermanaric, or Herman, a king syncrctized with a possiblv historical figure of the silltlt llaltlc.

and likely related to the (lcrt.nanic dcitv lrnrin.
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nephews seduces Jarmerik's wife svanhvit.5e0 The ,eprhew and the wife are

sentenced to death, but the king wishes ro commure the sentence. However,

an "evil advisor," modeled on Loki, persuades the king ro carry out the death

sentence, and Svanhvit is crushed to death by horses - bur only after the horses

refuse to trample on her beautilrul face, causing her to be placed face dow,.
The trepheu, is eitl'rer hanged or survives after a mock-hanging.

This tale seenrs to be related to atrother tale, possibly of rhe Sleio/dultgsltg/l

cycle of myths, or one of the tales olHelgi, in which rhe n'o nephews rise u1-r

and destroy the king - in Saxo, the "evil Frode" - who is persecuting rl-renr.

These two - Halfdan and Harald- also have parallels in the Hroar a.d Helgi of
Hro{'Kraki's saga, and seem ro tie ir.r, as with the rest of the tales utilized wirh
Geoffrel', with the larger cycle of the battle of Ivaldi agair.rst rhe Moor.r ki,g.:!,r.

Saxo's story giver-r in Book Seven is of interest because the two brothers are

hidden as youths in a rree 
- 

a sror), associatcd with that oFLar.rcelot and Lioqel
in the French developmer.rt of the Arthurian myth. The story ir an older fornr

appears in Book Eight olsaxo, where Jarmerik and his adoptive brotl-rer Gupr.r

slay Ismar. The seductior of Arthur's wife by Mordred is the sanre episode as

the seduction of Svanl.rvit by Broder in Book Eight of saxo-a, everr rhat

occurs in the context of the revolt of two of Jarrnerik's r-rephews. Jarmerik,
ir.rterestingll', is said by Rydberg to generally equare to Gudhorm, though rhe

6gure burned by the two 
'ephews 

is Mundilfori or Lod.r, n'o narnes for a

brother of Odin in the Nordic tradition.

All ofthis roors Arthur in Nordic-Germanic myt[, 
"1loru,rg 

*s ro speculate

that his sword Caliburn is the Sr.vord of Victory Forged by the vensefirl god

volund to slay the Aesir at Rag,arok. Thus Arthur musr be o.e of the Norclic
sword bearers, whose ranks include volund, Mimir, Erik,5')r Frer,, Gymir and

surtr. Arthur's sword is "forged in Avalo,," which 
'rea.s 

"irlace oFthe apples,"

'''"swan-white, a Valkyrie :uid an epithet that likelv applies ro anorher nrvthical being.

-'''r'lle l\4oott Kinq bcing presunrably Ivakli's unclc and possiblv Odin'.s bror[cr Lgtllr.

"':\/[ro just so ltappetts to Lre iiequentlv conftrsctl rvith Hoclr, via Erik's epithet ()rlr. lhcre is a
rrieaninglul clillerence in the aspiration and thc vo*,eI.
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likely a reference ro rhe apples of the garden of Idunn. Idunn herself is a

fragment of the Near Eastern myth surrounding the serpenr and the garden.se3

Tue Bnrrlsn INvRsroN op Gnul

The third part ol Geollrey's tale ofArthur begins in earnesr with the invasion of
Gaul. Structurally, it is similar to the other tales of resistance to foreign invasion

ar.rd great empires thar Geoffrey gives and as such, there is a temptation to

dismiss it as repetitive of the earlier tales of British resisrance to the Romans.

However, this portion, like the others, seems ro have historical foundation. An

individual called Riothanrus or Rigotarnus appears to have ruled in Brittany

arrd Britair.r circa A.D. 470, and to have fought battles with forces allied to the

Ronran E,n.rperor Leo I.

Sin"rilar to the label "Vortigern," Riothamus is an epithet meanir.rg "High

King." Just as similarly,, Arthur's enemy in this porrion of his tale, Lucius

Hiberus,t')i is a prorotype of the later Lancelot, and plays the role that Welsh

chronicles irssign to Mordred.

During Arthur's siege of the capital of Gaulret Arrhur 6ghts a battle with
one Frollo, who is the "Rornan" governor of the province.te6 The story ofArthur
and Frollo is alrnost identical ro rhe srory of King Sn<i in Saxo and in the larger

Nordic tradition. Like Arthur's predecessor, ir.r Saxo Sno slays Eskil and Alkil,'e7

then ir.rvades Gothland, having falle, in love with the Gothic king's daughter,

and fights a duel with the Gothic king. Like Arthur and Frollo, the wager of the

duel is the empire of tl.re other. Structurally, the duel as given in Geoffrey also

echoes the Nordic theme o[ rhe "duel on rhe island," which involves, besides

the island locale, a parricular exchar.rge of blows. This motif is ofter.r associated

-''jL)iscussecl througliout pert Il ofthis book.

t''iti(4rose nanrc r)l.lv be tlcrivarive of thc \Welsh l,lenlleawg Gwycldcl.

i"-'\Where irr (,aul is nor clear.

t"ilf lristoric, he rvas likely a vass:rl king of the \Tcstern Roman Ernpire.

''''lrbbo-F.gil ancl Ajo-Volund.
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with the battle of the giant coller and Egil, as well as the battle of Hedin and

Hogni. In the account of the duel given in Geoffrey, Frollo strikes Arthur on
the forehead, a rype of injury which characterizes Eric - starkad5e8 in saxo

Grammaticus and the larger Nordic mythos. Arthurt sword becomes blunted -
a motif associated with the battle against a giant of the pair Grim and Gunn5ee

in the larger Nordic legend. This particular exchange of blows further cements

the relationship of Geoffreys Arthur to the larger Nordo-Germanic tradirion.

By the end of Geoffrey's account, the struggle with the Romans has

become absolutely fabulous. A variety of historical enemies from 'the east"

join in the war against Arthur, including Ali Fatima of Spain and reucer of
Phrygia, two figures who span perhaps 1,800 years of history. However, even

this development is known in the larger Nordic myth, such as in saxo, where

the theme of the "Bravallic 's7ar" 
ropes in a variety of Nordic and non-Nordic

heroic and mlthical figures on both sides of what is essentially a massive

mythical free-for-all.

In the end, Mordred revolts against Arthur. Though Mordred is killed in
battle, Arthur is wounded6m and retires to the island ofAvalon.60r

Anruun AND THE Nonolc Enrr

Geoffreys account is late in the scheme of things,@2 and his myth is internvined
with history in a way that can make both difficult to recognize. By the time
Geoffr-ey reaches the story of Arthur, he is working with the mythical material

of the saxons. Though Geoffreys Arthur draws from \7elsh and Irish myth
and incorporates some names and themes from that Keltic tradition, Geoffreyt

i''sstarkad's name is from stor-kadr and means'inan of great reputation." He is identical to the
hero Erik.

"'''Usually Ivaldi and Egil or Egil and Erik.

6""Possibly mortally.

6"rAn effort has been made to identi$, the island of Avalon with Glastonbury Tor.

6"1650 years or so after the latest ofthe events he chronicles.
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story of Arthur is distinctll, Nordo-Germanic and

related to the Ivaldi cycle.

While one carltlot :lccept some of the spurious

derivations of Arthur's rlame,t'"i Arthur does resenrble

the mythical Erik('0'r of Nordic fame, arrd at tirnes takes

or.r the role of Hoder, the gocl, portrayed as blind in the

Eddas, who makes a mistaker.r alliance with Loki and

strikes down his brother Baldur.

As such, Arthur is part of the larger Indo-

European tradition in which the six-arnied giant

Erik,who had all but rwo arms tonr from him b1'Thor, participates. 
.\Xl'hile 

his

stories may have been a way of Geollrey telling the people of Britain to resist

foreign domination, these stories are also rooted in a commolt Ar1'x1l heritage

and are not the exclusive provir.rce of anyor.re of the peoples that conrprise the

Aryan race.

i'"'Such as L.A. V'addell's asscrtion that Arthur is "Hcrr-'l lior." Ar-'lhur, rvhich is Ircithe r a pnrper

Norclic kenning las thc real'lhor is a w:rrrior], tror rr kcnnitrg firr'lhor ilrec,rttse 
-lhor 

tloesn't

neecl the qualification "Hcrr"l. I-A \X/acldell is verr,pol;ulrrr anronq Ohristian lrlentirv rrtitcrr,

but his philological skills leave sornething to bc ilesired ofien. .,vhat he esscrts in his books is

conrpletelv erroneous.

6"*Also known ,rs Starkacl, Svipdar ancl ()r1r, sou of rhc star-ltero ()rvanclil ,rnd the elf (,n,e.
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