
CHAPTE,R 1O

ATHT,NAToN AND THE TBuprB sp ,A.p1srs,,,

he Arnarna Revolution of Akhenaten is generally porrrayed as having

been dillcult for the majoriry of Egyptians ro accepr because ir rvas too

abstract, too impractical, too iclealistic, or roo opposed to the culrure

of the Egyirtians to take roor.arr This expla,ation is no,sense icleas that are

abstract, inrpractical, idealisric and opposed to deeply ingrained ctrltures have

beer.r imposed brutally ar.rd successf*lly repearedly throughoLrt histor1., as the

er-rtire histor), of commulism ar-rcl derlocracy in recent times shows.lrr The

real roots of the failure of the Amarna Revolutior.r are much more practical and

complex: They ir-rvolve the foreign ethr.ric narure of the Eighteenth Dynasry

near its close;alr the power of the Ternple of Amur.r; the poor jr-rdgrnent of
Akhenator.r in handling the Habirtr crisis a,d the politicki.g of Aziru duri,g
the advance of the Hittite ernpire; and the ill-advised general persecr-rtion of the

religious practices oF the comrnon people of Egypt at a tinre of Failing political

capital.'ira 'lhese lactors combined to allow Akhenator.r to be n'rirde ir.rto a hated

1r"Ihis ch:rpter was original[v :ur acadcnric paper; tlrus, the rnethori of citariou is sornervh;rt
cliffcrcnt than elselvhere.

'ir\(/eigall, L(iand'l imesofAkhnatt)lt,egp200-203: Devi,Thel.ighntittgtln(/tlt(5zrz.erp
196-21 0, unabridgeil S:rrnisdat eclition.

'rrFor sorttc rclativelv rnodern exatnples, see L:rllbnt, Il/ack Rook cl'Connnurtisnt; Solzhenrisyn,
Gu/ag Ar,:hipelago; Btrrke, Refection or the Reuoluiort in Prante; and tlie conducr of our orvlr
goverl)nlent ongoitrg in thc nante ofdcnrocr:rcy thc N4iddlc L,asr, norrh r\fiica and ccnrrirl Asia;
among nr:1ny, nrartv othcr exanrples.

'r'il1lrec of Athen:rton'.s lirur grandparenrs we re l\4itannr.

*r'Gcneralll'otrtlincd in sourccs such as W'eieall Life and Tiutes oJ'Abhetttttou, i\n(l Dcvi, The

l-ightning anrl the Sun, 129-210, Sanriscl:rt eclition.
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king whose religious ideology was repudiated.

Tus CoNTToYERSY or Ar.ruN

The Amarna revolution '"vas the first overt episode in a religious conflict that

had its roots in the lise oFthe Eleventh Dynastyand the unificatior-r of Egypt

in the TwelFth Dynastl.sonre six centuries before Alhenaton's reign-a cor-rllict

which endec'l ir.r ti-re destnlction of Egypt and its cor.rquest by the Nubians six

cetrturies:rfterward."'t It has beerr described as an archaizing movement, as it
aimed to restore a romanticized view of Old Kingdom power that no longer

accorded with the political realities of Akhenaton's reign.ar6 But it was in the

most part a reaction agair-rst the power of the Gmple of Amun, and thus an

examination of that Form oFworship in Egypt is demanded.arT

A BnrEp Hrsrony oF EcyprrAN RBlrcroN

'Ihe predominant religious form during the Fourth through Sixth Dynasties had

been the u,orship of Re and the Ennead around Osiris, and it was well known

in Egypt that this forrn oFworship had been responsible for the greatness of the

Old Kingdon'r, manifrest to every Egyptian in the monuments of the Sphinx

and the pyrarnids.arE This religion was not, though, the religion of the Middle

and New Kingdorns, and the old religion appears to have become eclipsed

''1:Orr the conflict bctween Akhenaton and Anrun in general, Weigalt, Lfe and 7-imes of
Ahhenaton,inp:rssittr. Mostrvritersbcsinthishistoryw,iththeFalloftheHyksos; Ibelievethis
is an incorrect approaclt attd trtake the casc lcrr cxarnining the history back to the fcrunding of
thc Tcmplc of Anrun below.

ir6Wcigall, Life ard'l-imes of Abhentton 63; a Jewish tgvptologv prroFessor has objected rhat
rhc Egvptians were ittcapable of romanticizing their past, because Rornanticism u'rs a unique
procluct of the white culture of Europe in dre later part of the second millenniunr A.D. I ignore
obviouslv stupid objections like these.

'1;Weigall, Life md'l'inu ofAkhenalai'r, in passirn.

'r'()n Middle Kinsrlonr :rttitudes, see the Iutroduction to the lale of King Cheops' Ccturt, The

fale of Sinrhe, 102-105. ()n rvorship of the E,nnead in rhe Old Kingdorn, see Budge, Gods of
tlte Egyptianss, 85-87 .
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with the collapse of the Sixth Dynasty and the failure of their successors in rhe

Seventh and Eighth Dynasties to maintain power against both a general revolt

and massive climatic change.are Ifhen the Eleventh Dynasty arose at Thebes, it
no longer practiced the old form of worship. Vhen it took power, the temple

that rose to power with it - that of Amun - was not that of the Re that Egypt

had once known.a2o

AuuN's ENlBncnNcs Fnou Tnrsns

Prior to the Twelfth Dynasry, Amun appears to have been an epithet of another

deityJ2t The later Memphite theology has him participate in the dyads of
the Ogdoad as one of the negarive elements of chaos which is banished to

the underworld by the rising of Re, and, in this aspect, he also appears in the

PyramidTbxts.a22 Thus it was a revolution of its own when theTwelfth Dynasty

took this minor underworld power and made him the governing deiry of Egypt

lr''The use of the name Neferkare for five kings of the Seventh dynastv indicate an efforr ro
continue successior.r from Pepi II. Grimal, Nicolas. A Hisrory ofAncienr Egtpt. p. 140. 'Ihe Sahara

Desert vastlv expanded in the 23"icentury B.(1., concurrent with a general drving up the world's
climate, and this is believed to have undermined the legitimacv of the kings, one oFwhose prirne
duties was to rnainrain lrerrilitv.

'r"Amun'ssyncretizationwith ReisErstknown inthereign oflntefll, Sultivan, Digital Karnak, htrp://
dlib. etc. ucla.cdu/p rojects/ Karnak/assets/meclia/resources/lntroduction'ib-IheTernple()fXarnak/
guide.pdf

"rrHe appears in the pvramid text as

this is not a deiw per se, but part ofan epithet ofanother figure. From the attributes ofjudgment
and possession of the house of the dead, it may be intended in rhe Pyramid kxts as an epithet
of Osiris. ?Tramid 2x, Utterances 214,273-274, 627. However, as discussed below, this sarne

descriptor, "hidden" ( ), appears to apply to another deity.

j)'W/hether this Iigure who is hidden is the same as "he whose name is hidden" cited above, n.
10, is questionable. Amun as part of the Ogdoad dvad Amun-Arnauner appears in Pymmid
ftxl Utterance 301, as "vou two sources of the gods, protecting the gods with your shade". Lr
Coffin Text 76, Amun is specificallv namecl as one oF'"eight chaos gods, keepers of the chambers
o[the sky, whom Shu made from the efilux of his limbs." As a "chaos god", he mav be part
of the "Third Ennead" which was rarely discussed directly bv the priests of the ()ld Kingdom,
presumablv because of tlie evil nature of the gods therein. Budge ()ods of the Egyptidns, i.86 et
seq. $/hile attributecl to the Unclerworld, a common trait with ()siris, this opposition ro Re
seems to counterindicate an identiw with ()siris.

. The cieterminative seems to indicate
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- a revolution only a coup coulcl have eflected.''ri

Amun's ascension also reflected a char-rge ir.r the rnode of worship that

had been common ir-r his power base of Thebes. The chief deity of 'lhebes

had, historica[y, been Montu, the bull-herrded war god, rvhose worship is

syncrerized with that of Horus.'r'i Mor-rtu's worship dominated the F.leventh

Dynasry but was challenged ir.r the reign oFlntef II, who united all of Upper

Egypt and laid the four]dation fbr the reunification of Egypt under Intef lll.

Intef II founded the Temple oF Amutr, constructing the first ternple irt the

Karnak site.'1rt

Within a century of this event, the priests of Amurr first usurped power b1'

arranging the promotion ofAnrenemhirt I, a vizier or advisor to the last Eleventh

Dynasty King Montr-rhotep IV who seized the kingship.'16 f,ike Akhenaton'

Montuhotep IV was eliminated from the king-lists ar-rd official histories, and

little is known of his reign, except that he sent mir.ring expeditions to V':rcli

Hammamat.'ir- This coup was controt'ersial, though, atrd Amenemhat I's reigrr

ended with his assassinatiot.t.'rs

''r'Arnenernhat 1's coup is cliscussed belou'.

llt(-)rr tlre basis olboth bcinqqods of srornr arrtl rvrrr. Motrtu tnar,, Itorvevcr, bt a Iteq.ttivc rtrputr

of Horus. "Menthu-Ra, lortl of 'Ihebes' citcd in Budse, 6rrl-t of t/.1( F:!<.),pridtti

ii, 25. As ro svr)cretiz-arion rvith Horus, the depicriorr of Nklttu incltrdecl rvirh the text shoultl

be sufficient.

'r'The first temple olAmun-Re:rt Karn:rk rvas rrn ciqht sided nrud-brick buildine cot)structt(l

cluring tlrc reign of IIrtcf II. Sullivan, Digiral Karttak.

':''A ciration lbr scholarly assunptions that Amcnentltat I iissassilt:rted N4otrtuh otep IV is ( ,lavtrIn,

PetcrA. Ohronideofthe['/t,tmo/r: lheReigt-b.y-ReigtRctordoJ'thtRu/crs,rndD.l,tt,tsrieso.f,4trtiettt

Egtpt. T\e sutlclen ch:rnqc in religion,rncl the oblirer,rtiotr of tlic rllcrlorv of iVlontr.rhotcp IV is

good eviclence of :r usurpatiott.

'r-He does not appetr ctn thc 'lirtin ('larutrt or rht Ab.t'los Kirtgs l-ists' t*'t knorv of hirrl prinrerilv

throuqh qraltrti lcruntl in Wadi Hatrltn:rnr:rt. It rvas a colllllloll L,cyPtian prectice t() elinrillirtc

fiom their histories f.:rcrs thev tlicl nor like .- inclurline entire kineships ancl tlt'trrrstics. [n this,

thcv anticipated thc rnodern pr:rcricc ofnretlia jourtialisnr, in rvhich ttttcourfirrtltlrlc f.tctr .tre ttor

rcportetl or :rctivelv banned bv thc lan'.

':'lrrrplicdintheTalcof Sirrulie, Sinuht2T-)8 rrntl tlte'lcachinqof KingAmctrctrtltat,.trrzal,e

206-208.
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Drooon.us eNo Apollo DoRUS

Ame,emhat I appears to be the Uchoreus of Diodorus Siculus, who is said

to have lounded the ciry of Memphis - a likely reference to Amenemhat's

fou,ding of the city of Ity-twy.are Diodorus' text is u'cleirr, but the story

of the foundi,g o[Memphis is very similar to the story Diodorus gives of the

fou,ding of Thebes, and it may be that Mo,tuhotep I is the figure the Greeks

knew as Busiris.aio

The system of worship practiced by the Gmple of Anrur.r u,as distinct
from thar of the Re and osiris worship of the old Ki,gdom, a,d appears ro be

related to the worship of figures such as Min a,d Baal.'ijr rhough this worship

was opposed to that of Seth and Apep as the gods of the Hyksos during the

Second Intermediate Period, there is indication oIa later syncrerisnr..iir

If the foundi,g of Memphis can be equated with the founding of Iry-
Tawy, then Ame,emhat I roughly corresponds to Apollodorus' Epaphus, so.

':''Attrottg other inrlicatious that support this thesis is rhat Arncnenrhar was thc eighth in
sttccession lrtlnr Motrttthotep I, the lounder of the'lhcban tlvnasrics, :rnrl rhar his ilescentlenr,
through six, rather thart twclve, generations lvas Anrenernhat ]lt, the figurc [)io{orus irlcltifies
as lvloeris. f)iodorus Siculus, Histories,1.i0.3-1.51.5, and relatecl note.l0 to the Loeb Classics
llclition, iclentiFling l\4ocris with A,nretrenih:rt tl. He is rhe only conrcnrl)or:lrv ruler to firunt]
a niajor capital, and a gcneral tlescription of its location to :r frrreiqncr u,oulcl lre sirnilar to a
rlescription of thc location olMcmphis. oO1opeug, "nor tlie nrulc," perhaps "nor the rrrounrain,"
the interprctation ofwhich is verv obscure - perluips, in the conrext [rclou., a rcfirence ro rhe ass
on rvhich Dionysius rotle?

'r"l)iotlorus' text rcatls "of the clcscenclents of this king" ("rriv 6i ro0rou to0 poodeoq"). wSich
king is unclcar. I)ioclorus has just digressccl into the story ofOsyniandus' (ltarlcsses I confusetl
witlr Ranresscs II) tcnrple, frorrr his story of the eighth clcscendenr of lJLrsiris, rvho is unnanred.
As both the storv of the lountling oFThebcs and the fbunrlins of Menrphis involvc tlie'lhcban
dynast1,, antl Amener.nhat I actu:rlly clid fbuncl a cirl'ncar MemPhis, ir is likclv Diotlorus is hcre
introclucing two relateri tratlitions lronr scparatc sourccs, both ofu,lrich incorrccrly identifie{ rhe
city on different grouncls. Dioclrrus Siculus, Histnries, 1.45.4-1 .il.>.

''r1()nthectrrrfttsionofMontuatrclArnun,seePcrrie ReligionofAnciettEgy1ttS-l-34r Nlontuand
Baal, Petrie Rrligion ofAncient Egypr64; A.nrun :rnd Min 'Weixall LiJi arrl'l intts ofAk/termton lg.

'r:(Jn thc basis that all these fortris ofrvorship rvere opposecl to the cilrrninant Inclo-llurope:rn
fbrm, which was resurrcctetl bv the Greeks altd the l{onrans. The sr.ncrerizrrrion rppcars to have
occurred in tlte lornt of the Hebrew divinitv Yahweh. See (ihaptcrs 8 anrl 9 of this book, in
particulaq as rvcll as nry book '[he 

Centuries ofReuolution.
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of Jo.irj Arr ir.rteresting thing Apollodorus tells us about Io is that she was held

captive by Argtrs, who was given the surname "the all-seeing or.re."aia '$(/'hat

Diodorus tells r.rs abotrt Osiris is that his name means "many eyed."alt Io is

eqr-rated with Isis by the Greeks, ar.rd Argus' imprisonment of her may be a

reference to her marriage to Osiris.ai6 After Hermes, who has been associated

with Arnun,"i: slays Argus, Io escapes to Egypt, where her son, Epaphus, is

takerr into captiviry into Byblos by the curetes, who, in Apollodorus, are at

the command of Hera.i3 Once Epaphus is recovered, he weds Memphis,

daughter of the Nile, founds a ciry named after her, then fathers Libya, who

with Poseidon, gives birth to Agenor, fourrder of Phoenicia, and Belus, the

Syriac deiry Baal.ire

In the context of the myth of Belus, the myth of Danaus must be

'rrApollorlorus Li b rd ry 2. 3

'ri"nov6nrnv". Apollodorus Librdrl 2.3, citing Pherecydes and Asclepiades, borh works being

lcrst. Irr l.ibntr_y 2.1, Apollorlorus describes a second Argus, son of Zeus and Niobe, who is thc
fcrunder of the citv of Argos. The nvo are likely iclcntical rnythical figures rvith minor vlrilrious
in thcir storv tliat nr:rcli' thcnr incompatiblc for "historical" purposes.

1l-"For rvhen rhc nanrcs :rrc translatcd into the Greek (Jsiris means 'niany-eyed'."
"peOepgqve uopevcov yop rorirt^.rv eiq rdv 'EMrlvLxov tflq 6Lotrextou rp6nov eivor rov priv 'Ootptv

notru6gOotryov" L)iodorus Histories t.1 1.2 Possibly a "concrete rnetaphor" lrom to the

F.g.vptian , "rvealth of eves".

'r6For Io and Isis, I)ioclonrs, Histories 25.1. For the seconcl, note the fact that this story is

tolrl enrl retoltl iu several rnangled fbrnrs throughout Diodorus' rnythic books (eg, Histories,

1.13, 1.21-1.22,3.i7.3.68-t4, rcad in parallel with 1.17-1.20). Hopefully, the reading of the
argume nt belorv reg:rrtling Dionvsius rnakes the secontl assertion more clear.

'r'This svncrctisnr h;rs treen describccl as incomphrensible by manv ntodern scholars, though it is

clc6nitclv recortlctl in (llassic texts.

rj'Apcrlloclorus Librar.y 2.3-2.1. I-{ere, Hera is confused with Cybele-Rhea, the Great Mother.

'rr"Apollotlorus Lihrar.y 2.4. 'ltr paraphrase the rernainder: Belus weds the sister of Meniphis,
Anchinoe, also a tlaugliter of the Nile, and thev have lour children, includingAegyptus and l)a-
rualrs. L)anar.rs Hees F.gvpt, again to Argos, but pretends reconciliation with Aegvptus, agreeing

to rnarry his 6ftv tlaughters to Aeevptus' 6lty sons, but instructing the dauehters to kill thcir
husb:rnds on thcir u,edrling nights. 'Ihe children have a varicty of names, sornc olthem linked
to Clrcck fisurcs associated with Eevpt, and include Busiris. Later in the myth, a lellow named

Bcllcrophon, whosc nanre is :rpparentlv a parallel to the earlier Argiphontes, and thus means
"slaver of Baal," rnarrics inro the Egvptian line and slays the Chimera.
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considered. The Goths, as late as rhe 5,r,centuryA.D., retained a memory of the

battle of their king Thnausis with vesosis, pharaoh of Egypt, in which Thnausis

drove Vesosis, the world-conqueror, back to the limits of Egypt. This myth has

been interpreted as part of the cycle surrounding the conquesrs of Ramesses II,
and in this context the battle with an Indo-European tribe could be understood

as Ramesses' conflict with the Hittites. However, this is dependent on an

equation of vesosis with Ramesses II. His name, and his legend, could also be

that of Senwoseret III, which would place his conllicts at the rime of invasion

of the Near and Middle East by the Hittites and the Hurrians. The ,otatiors
that Tlnausis was friends with the king of the Medes - Aryan Indo-lranians

who later conquered Persia and established the dy.asry that preceded thar of
the Persian empire - fits better into this second schema. If one acceprs a larger

relationship between ancient Gothic myrh and the cult of the Great Morher,

and the relationship, posited here, berween the cult of Amun and thar of the

Great Mother, rhen an association ofTanausis and Danaus becomes likelr,.

This myth appears to describe the spread of the worship of Amun, after

Amun suppresses osiris, takes his consorr, and raises her ro oneness with the

Great Mother goddess. Given what is known of the Middle Kingdom - in

which the worship of osiris was actively suppressed, and the worship of Amur.r

associated with a female diviniry known only as Mut, "the mother," this rale

fits well with the historical record.

These stories should be compared to Diodorus' accounr of Ammon.a,O

Having just given an accounr of Uranus, Ge and the Titans which is clearly

derived from the Egyptian myth of Isis and osiris, Diodorus ir.rforms us that

Ammon was a king of Libya who married ljranus' daughter Rhea, traditional
mistress of the curetes.aa' Bur Amun is seduced away from her by Amaltheia,i'rr

with whom he had a son, Dionysius, who is raised at Nysa and protected by

'ia"Diodorus Histories 3.68-7 4.

'"'rThis definitively links Amun with the religion of the (lreat Mother.

a'rIf read as A.rnathos-theia, "goddess of the sea sand," this name is identical in rnealir.rg to the
Nordic'Audhurnla," the Indo-European Great Morher. See Chapter 9.
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Ather-ra. Athena defends the boy by sla_ving the Aegis, a rrlonster - identical

to Typhon - that was serperltilte ilr rl;lttlre rrnd born of the Earth."r Anltrton

later leaves both of then.r ar.rd weds Crete, the eponymor-ror-rs goddess ol that

island, and names Crete after her.''" 'fhis Athena is the L,g1'ptian Neith or Mttt,

consort of Ammor-r, and of the serpent, as rve shall cliscuss below.'"'

Earlier in his Histories, Diodorus Siculus has discoursed at ler]gth orr

the gods of Egypt, and makes several re{reretrces. some explicit, to Amut.r,:rncl

whose story he likely adopted frorn one he received in Eeypt from the prriests of

Temple of Amun. i'in This Osiris is also Dionysius, Dior-lorr.rs tells us, :ttld nlatn'

of his stories of Osiris are Greek nryths of Dionysius attributed to the Egi.ptian

god."- 'What is most important fbr our PurPoses here, though, is Dioc'lortrs'

r,rDioriorus, Histories, J.6lJ--0. 'lhrrt a lemalc rvould slay tltc earth-serpetrt is pcctrliar. ()trt

rvonclers if this Aeeis is associilrcd rvirh thc Aegeis aficr rvhont tltc Acqc:rtr Sea is tr:rnretl.

"'[)ioclrrrus, Hixories, 7 l. ).

,,'Arlrcna as Neith sec lJudgr.. God: tft'tlte t:gyptitns, i.4(r1, citinq Horrrpollo, Hioogl.l,phit. lor
Neitlr as Mtrt see Buclge, Gar/s of thc l'.g.,tptintt:.451, particullrlv thc stiltetnettt, "Nr't or Ntith
was regarcled :rs ... a pcrsonificirtion of a firrnt of tht qreat, irtert, prinicval wiltcrv rll.l\\ ()rlt (rf

whic[r sprung the sun-qod ll:r'.

I r6LrNow tlre spirit thev callerl, as we trirnslrrc their rxpressiott, Zcus, :rtttl sitrce hc rvlts tltt :oLtrct'

t1f thc spirit of lifi in anirnals tlio-consitlcrcd hirn to bc in rr scttse thc f,rrhcr of all rhinqs." [)it,-

t7r>rrrs Histories I. i2.2, w'hich firllou,s a r'liscoursc ()n tl)e r)irturc ol'the spirit, tlte fire , rhc tlrr', as

well as the wet, :rnd, [:rstlr,, rhe air-like", u,hich :rppears rlerivcrl fiorn tlic cbctritre of rht ()qdoad.

[)iotlorus Histories l.l l.i "F.gvpt is tlre onlr,courltr\/ in rhe u'ltole inlrabiteil uorltl rvherc tlto
arc many ciries rvhich were firtrnderl by thc 6rst g,rtls, such rrs /.eus, Hclitts. Htrttics, Apollo, I'an,

L,ilcithvia ancl many nlore , :l refcrencc to thc dcities Amon, I{e,-Ihoth, Hortrs. \'lin errd Ntirh.

[)icrdcrrus Histtnies 1.12.6"'lhcirl)all)es...are ...Hclius,(.rotrtts,'fhcarrnrlalsorlte /-e'ttsufiicll

is called Arrrnor.r lrv sornc", :rs a refircncc to I{c, (ic[r. Ntrt ancl Atnutr, " Ihelt (-r,rtttts ... Ltpott

rrrarrvinq his sister Rhca bcgat ()siris and Isis, accordittq t() s()lne u'ritcrs ofthe rrtvtholoqr', bur

accorclinq te the majoritr,, Zeus and Hera. ... I-ronr tlrtsc l,rst rve re sprttttq qotls ... tltt' tt,rtttts
of these chilclren wcre ()siris and lsis, rrrrl ,rlso'l\'phon. Apoll,r antl Aphrotlitc". thrrt l:rst bciltq

:r relerence to ()siris and Isis, Scth, Horus thc F.lder antl Nephvtvs. l)iotlorus Historir l.l.l ln

aclciition to provinu l)iotlorus has gottcrr his accouttt sotttervlrut confitsctl, those with brorttlcr

access to F.gvptian rcligi6rrs rlr:ttcrixls can rlisccrn that l)iodorus here c:rtrtrot tlccidc ultethcr

lie cquates Arrrrrron rvith ()siris, or ()siris rvith rhe son of Anrnrotr. \ilrhat is itnportanr fttr rhis

discussi6n is that rhe deeds of()siris as l)ionvsius are brouqhr itrro tlte gt:treral slrltere ofthe qotls

of'Ilicbes. [)iorlorus is knou,n to have leerncd thc rcliqious doctrirtes off.qvpt fiottt rhc pricsts

of the lenrple of Amon, as it existed ilt tltc vcrv latc (lrcco-Rottrrrn periotl.

''-L)iodirrus Histories 1.1 1.3.
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account of Dionysius as meaning "the god of Nysa" ar-rd osiris as beir.rg "raised

in Nysa."+ls In these disparate accounts,44e Diodorus equates Ammon rtith
the father of Dionysius, Zers, and gives an account of osiris that indicates he

also, at times, equared osiris with the son of Zeus, Dio.ysius.iio Cor.rfusio's

of this kind are not uncommon in efforts to rationalize rnythological material

into history.'i'r

what is inreresti'rg there is that Apollodorus, likely dra*,i.g fronr the

Sixth ce,tury B.c. mythography of Philacrus,atr tells us i' an earlier book thar

when Zeus defeated Typhon he hurled Ty.pho, into Egypt ro the mou.tain oi
Nysx.";'r ryphon was the god with legs made of serpents that wou'd arou'd his

body, and who is bound under the earth after his destrr-rctio, by Zeus.'-'" This

descriptior.r of Typhon is in conformir;. with Egyptia' ,orio,s of thc serpert

Ap.p."t Further, from Didorous, we know that Typhon was, in the lare period

in which Didorous was writing, equated with seth, who had secured his place

as a demor-ric opponenr of Osiris / Serapis - Isis - Horus.ai,,

'r'Diodorus Histories 1.1 1.6, 3.64.5-6.

'""i.e., thev occur in dillercnr parts oltthe rext.

rt"Sce n.33, :rbove, ancl also l)iotlorus, Histories 3.68-70.

"rSee, lorittst:rnce,the portravalsittsaxo(lramn'taticus'(lestaDanonnnoll,o|Lttr,Skiold,rn.l Grai1,
Though that is a Nordic source, Sa-xo\ methodoloey is incredibly sirnilar to Diot|rrus', like[ ,r: borh
were infiuenced by rhe school of Euhemer.

'5rNow lost, but a sranclard text of the Classic:rl Period.

"rApollodorus, Li brar1, 1.6.3.

ii'Apolloclorus, Librdr.y, 1.5.J "Fronr his shoulclers extencled:r huntlred snake heads. Fronr hi:
thighs tlown he had huge coils of vipers which, when stretched our, reached all the rvar.to Iis
hca,l arr.l histr,l I,,rr,llv."

'isBuclge, quoting the IJook of 'lhatVhictt Is in tbe L/nderworldstates rhat onc 6nrls "thc serpcpr
Apep, chainetl to the earth bv {ive chains which are called the'gods rvho procluce iuilds"', ,rnronq
manv sinrilar clcscriptions of the bouncl serpent in Egvprian literature. BLrtlge, Gols af tl,g
Egyptians 202. Budge, it should be notetl, helieves thar ()siris' pl:rcc in thc unrlers.orld \\'r1s parr
of an elevatiotr of liim as a deity bv the Templc of Amun, who larsclv reviscci the Old Kinecionr
bcliefs. Budge, Oods of tlte Egyptians, 175.

i5r'I':rrticularlvl)iodorusHistories 1.13. Anodierconfisionof()sirisandScthoccursinL)iodorus
Histttries 1.18.1' wlrerc Anubis is idcntifietl:rs rt s()n of ()siris. Scrh'.s rolc in L-qvptian reliqion
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\(hat results from all ofthese stories is a convergence ofideas on several

themes which gives us an idea of the nature of the worship of Amun. First,

there are the geographical references to Libya, Phoenicia, and Crete, all

locations associated with the worship of the religion of the Great Mother and

the religion of BaalJ57 Second, there is the tradition of Egypt having sent

colonies to Greece to establish cities there.a58 Third, there is the association

with the mountain of Nysa, the god Dionysius, the Egyptian deity Neith-Mut,

the gods Seth-Typhon and Apep, and, had we taken this a few steps further,

with Min and Pan and the saryrs.a5e From this, we can conclude that Amun

was associated with the religion of the Great Mother.a60 'We also know, from

vacillates :lt tin)es lre is die enelriv of Re ancl Horus, at times he is their companion. This tikely
reflectecl chanqins polirical and cultural allianccs. As a villain, see The Booh ofVictory Ouer Seth.

As a fricnd of thc sods, see Il7laulknen BD, spell 10B. As a 6nal note on Diodorus'tale, a

being similar to'lvphon, (iecrops, goes on from Egypt to found the City of Athens. Diodorus,

Historiu 1.28.(r and n. 68 to the l-oetr F.dition. Ereclrtheus flows hirn. Diodoms, Histories, 1.29.

"-Rarvlirrsorr, History of pltoenicia, Lt)4, thor.rgh Rawlinson believes the gods identified by

the epithets "El," "Ranr," "Baal," "Nlolcch," "Elium," 'Adonai," "Bel-sarnin" ancl others were

identical. 'Ihc prcscncc of nanres like Abd-Osiris should have hintecl at the error in this
approach. Carthage, as a colony of Phoenicia, also worshipped Baal. Rawlinson, A Manual of
Ancient Histor-y l'-rom tlr Euliest'l'intes to tbe Fall of tbe Sassanian Empire,76, with Rawlinson,

History of Photnicia 194 "Mrerever the Phoenicians went, they bore with thern their religion

ancl their worship." 'lhough l]elLrs and conrpany were associated with Libya, the actu:rl lorm
of rvorship in Libva prior to C:rrthaginians is not clear, and most records of such worship are

lrom the late Greco-Romen period in t)gvpt, or just prior. Tlrus, it cannot be said with certainty
whether (lreck :rssociations ofLibya and Belus are the result ofthe Cathaginian presence thcrc,
or of sonre tratlition pre-datine Cartlrage, though Homer, who would have been writing widrin
a century anti a half of (iathage's fbunding, seerns aware of thc Belus myth. If Baal was not
the deitv of lv'linoan Clrete, anrl the account of Teucer of Crete's cooperation with Belus in the
Aeueid a,ntl sinrilarities in tlie story of Zeus'birth on Crete and that of Arnun and Dionysius in
l)iodorus suggcst he nray have been, there is at least a late association of him with Minos. See,

cg, tlre discussion in Rvdberg, 'liutonic Mytho/ogt,i.37-38, et al, paraphrasing the introcluctiott
to drc l\nse Elh.

"'See n. 26 and 42, ebove.

';"'Ihc association with Min, l'an, ancl the satyrs is not explored here, because we have diverged
cnough and engagcd in cnough complication. However, the Greeks associated Min with Pan

(Weigalt, Life dnl'l'irues of Ahhenaton, p 10) and stories of the satyrs are mentioned in Diodorus
Histories 1.18.4, 1.88.3.

'i6"tVhich one nccds not be dcterrnined here. ^Ihe point is that theAmun-ite fbrm of worship
rr-rav be reasonably bclievcd ro be originallv alien to Egypt, and, particularlv, to the religious
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accounts such as the sacrifice of the kings of Syria to Ammon that were recorded

of King Amenhotep II, and which are directly paralleled in the sacrifice at

Athens of the captured leaders of the Persians to Dionysius, that these forms of
worship involved human sacrifice, hostility to foreigners, and perhaps general

cruelty or torture of prisoners and the helpless.a6r They may have involved

cannibalism.a62

Arn E NetoN's Rrro trr.ranr oN

Such was the religion that Akhenaton revolted against. This religion was

essentially foreign to the old Kingdom form of worship, though it had been

institutionalized in Akhenaton's time by the practice of many cenruries. The

cruelry of this religion may have motivated Akhenatont extreme adherence to

the doctrines of love of all living things.a6r

\X/eigall, one of the discoverers of Akhenatont mummy, believed that

Akhenaton, as part of an archaizing movement, introduced the worship of

system of the Fourth through Sixth Dynasties of the Old Kingdom.

r''rAmenophis II "led his armies into his restless Asiatic dominions, and having captured
seven rebellious Svrian kings, he hung them head clownward from the prow of his galley as

he approached 'Ihebes, ancl later sacrificed six of them to Amun with his own hand." veigall,
Life and Times of Abhenaton, S. "There rhree prisoners of war were broughr to him, of visase
most beautiful to behold, conspicuouslv adorned with raiment ancl with gold. 'Ihev were saicl
to be the sons ofSandauce, the king\ sister, and Artayctus. V4ren Euphrantides thc seer caught
sight of them, since at one antl that same rnomenr a great and elaring flarne shot up from the
sacrificial victim and a sneeze save forth its good omen on the right, he clasped Themistocles bv
the hand and bade him consecrate the youths, and sacrifice them all to Dionvsus (iarnivorous,
with prayers of supplication; for on this wise would the Hellenes have a saving victory." Plurarch;
Life of Themistocles 13.

'f'rThe Egvptians were lamed fbr cannibalism. Though rejected by modern "scholars", no effort
has been to explaint this error by modern scholars. l)iodorus notes that ()siris pur a stop to this
practice. Histories 1.14.1. As Dionvsius-Amun, this would likelv be incorrecr. Dionvsius was
noted for the ogoQoyLo, the rirual consur.npriolr of rarv llesh and blood.

o''r'weigall, Life and Tirues ofAbhenaton,2oo-203, and savs he anticipared christ, 250-252. Devi
nrakes a similar observation on his doctrine and savs he anticipated Adolf Hirler, The Lightning
and the .\un I 96-2 I 0. ntcaning rhc sanre as \)7eigall.
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the Syriac deiry Adon ur.rder the name of Aten.u6' As an Eg,vptian of largely

foreign blood, it is argued Akhenaton likely became aware of Adon through his

Mitanni mother, grandmother :rr.rd wifi."'i Adon $,as the Sl,riac deiw whose

name meant "master of the prersor-r,"'i('(' and l,".hose nanre appears to be an epithet

of the Semitic Tlmmr-rz. Tirmmuz is a Mesopotanriirn-Semitic borrowing of

the Sumerian deiq' Dummuzi, whon-r the Egyptiarrs ktrew as C)siris.''('- As

such, Aten had a good claim to being the "original" firith of the Old Kingdom.

Just as Akhenaton's revolution itr art appears to have beer.r a revival of Second

Dynasry statuary forms, the Amama Revolr-ition was likely an effort to returrr

Egypt to the form of worship that existed prior to the ascension of theTemple

of Amur.r.'i68

Akher.rator.r has beer-r portrayed as a racial alien improsing the worship oF

a foreign god, but if Aten-Adon provided a closer and truer link to Osiris than

the equation of Osiris and Amun, this is likell, incorrect."6'' The linkage of Aten

and Osiris appears to have won at least the early :rpproval of the Heliopolitan

temples, who seemed anxious to usurp the pou,er of their rivals in the TLrnple

oFAmun. Thr-rs the elevation of Ater.r alor.re could not have been the basis ol
the failure of the Amarna Revolutior-r.'-o Vhile the worship of Arnun was

several centuries old in Egypt at the tirne of Akhenator.r's ascensiorr, there is

no evidence that it had any particular popr"rlar base. The fhilure ol the Aten

*'''\Weigall, Life and Tirnes of Akhut,ttou, 32.

"''Wcieall, Life and I'intes of Aklrcnann, 50-51, 6ll-69, et al.

t66As opposecl to Baal, "lrraster of the placc."

't-Encyclopedia of lleligion dnl Erl;ics, Vcrl 18, "l'hoetricians" - ",{tlonis" p ll9'l of the 19.12 erlition.

'"'lVcigall notes thc archaizirrs:rrt firrms in I-if and'/ ixtes of Ahl;trtann,63-6i. His statute

rrrrrnber 2, p (>4, appcars to tre that of Kl:rsckhemwl Ancient 1".g,pt211.

"''"The Religion of Aton - the Surr-disk... is the one qlariug instancc of Aryirn.rc.lrivcntss
rvithin arr ancient F.svptian setting." L)evi,'llte Ligltntiug {tilr/ tlrc.\t/tt, 1JJ. Shc is simplv thc

blurrtestofnranywritersinthesamevein. F.q.\{'cigall, I-iflanrl-linesofAkhotalai'r, 19"lts'rrs
the Asiatic tendencv to speculate in reliqious tlucsrions ... rhc firreign rhouglrr which harl norv

been introclucecl into Egvpt Ithat] conrributerl to rlissatisfacrion rvith thc stiltc religion ..,"

'-"Weigall, Life and l'imes of Aleltenatort 17)0, (r7-(ru, et al.
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revolution appears linked to the defeat of Akhenaton in Syria and Akhenatont

expansion of religious persecution beyond the suppression of the Temple of
Amun.

How AxurNAToN Losr PerssrrNs

Al<henatont loss of the kingdoms of the j,:.:i, Aam

(Syria and Palestine) to the petty king Aziru and

his Apiru allies has been attributed to his excessive

pacifism and his hatred of war. These virtues have

been used to illustrate the purity of Akhenatont

moral principles.aT' Nothing in the record of the

stelae found ar Amarna really supports this idea,

though; rather, simple deception by a talented

political operative and the nature of Egyptian rule

in Aam appears the more likely reason Akhenaton

did not intervene against Aziru.a72

Akhenaron came ro power as the Hittite empire was expanding and the

Hittites were settling scores with their traditional enemies in northern Syria,

the Mitanni.473 The Mitanni, a kingdom of Hurrian origin, had been ar war

with the Hittites for approximately two and half centuries. The Hittite King
suppiluliumas, having just spent 20 years reconquering traditional Hittite lands

in Asia Minor from other Hurrian princes, determined to desrroy the kingdom

of Mittani in revenge for Hurrian rulejTa His alliance with Aziru, known in
Hittite texts as Azzi or Hayasa, was part of a tactical maneuver to 0ank the

Hittites by crossing the Euphrates at Malatya.475 The maneuver succeeded, and

"r'weigall, Life and rimes oJ'Akhenaron 200-203: Devi rhe Ligltuting ,zntl the sun rg4-191.

"r\i7eigal, I-ife and Times of Ahhenaton 199-217.

rTrGurnev, 7he Hittites, Folio Society edition 26-27.

i-'Gurney, 7he Hittites, 24-27.

'it(lurney, [hc Hittites, 27 -28.

1

- 160 -



THE TRADITION OF THE MOTHER

the Mitanni were reduced to the ciry of Carchemish, while the chieftains of the

Aam were brought into sole vassalage to the Hittites.aT6 Carchemish was later

reduced in a second campaign.aTT Even later, the Hittites would, at the request

of an Egyptian queen of the Aten faction, possibly Nefertiti or her daughter

Ankhsenamun, dispatch a prince of their empire to take the Egyptian throne.

He arrived too late, though, and was assassinated by the Amun faction.aTs

Egyptian rule among the Aam was through a form of vassalage where

local Aamitic kings governed day to day affairs and showed their allegiance to

Egypt through the payment of tribute. As long as the tribute continued, rhe

rulers of Egypt seemed largely indifferent to who paid it.

During Akhenaton's reign, the aforementioned Aziru began to unite the

local kings of the Aam by conquering them, but, while doing so, paid tribute

to both Egypt and the Hittite empire, telling each that he was consolidating

his rule in the area for protection against the other.aTe As part of his conquest,

he incited a tribe called the Apiru to conquer and raid cities in southern

Palestine.a8o These appear to have been the early Hebrews, though there has

been a tendency among at least some Jewish scholars to disassociate themselves

with this people, referring to them as a "social class of mafialike brigands."a8l

The name is an Egyptian word meaning "the equipped," as in the possessors

of an abiliry or teaching, and appears to refer to the initiation-rites involved in

'-('(lurney, 
-lhe Hittites, 27.

"'Gu.,te1', lhe Hittitts, 28-29.

ari(,urnev, Tlte Hittites,2g-31 .

i-"'Wei gall, L ife d n l'l'i m e s of A k h e n tt to n, 20 4.

""As tlre "Klabiri", \feigall, Life dncl'I'imes ofAhhenaton,208-209; \(i'eigall believes they are the
" llecluin frorn bchincl Palestine".

"lSilverman, Ancient Egtpt,53. Horvever, the name 'Jseems to relate to the Hebrew figures
of Abrahanr anci Ebcr. Apiru appears to be a plural for'Apir", which is essentially the sarne

rvord as Eber, and, 1:lresun.ting th:rt "-him" or sonle variant creates the Hebrew plural, Abraharn
is Eber-hirn, the exarct sanre rvorcl as Apir-u in Egyptian. The path of entry into the Canaanite
lancls matchcs that of Abrahanr ancl the timing is precisely correct if one discounts the fanciful
and irnpossiblc statement of F,xoclus 12:40 that thc Hebrcws rernained in Egvpt 430 years belore
Ramesses (while onlv passing perhaps four generations lrom the children ofisrael).
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being part of the Apiru.a82

Though several appeals were sent to Akhenaton for assistance, particularly

from the kings of Byblos and Jerusalem, they were ignored.a83 Aziru was

summoned to Egypt to explain himself and acquitted himself well.asa The

tributes he sent were recorded as massive and worthy of celebration, and

continued over a six to ten year period. a8, Busywith internal affairs, Akhenaton

appears more than satisfied with the conduct of Aziru, and seems to have not

cared too much about who ruled the Aam, as long as tribute conrinued to

be paid.a86 This, and nor excessive pacifism, is likely why Akhenaton did
not order military inrervention.a8T Ultimately, this was a mistake, as Aziru

turned against Egypt and allied himself firmly with the Hittites, maintaining

himself as a vassal of the Hittite empire until the conquest and destruction of
his petty kingdom by Horemheb.as8 This betrayal occurred in the last one to

two years of Akhenatont reign, and became a crisis that emerged ar the same

time that Akhenaton turned his efforts against the Temple ofAmun against the

'8r(lardiner, Egyptian Orammdr,557. I have guessed at the spelling above; I believe thc tablets
from which we know the name of the Apiru in Egyptian are wrirten in Alkadian cuneifbrm. If
these are the Hebrews, then this is almost certainly a relerence to circumcision, as in the modern
societyofB'naiB'rith. IdonotseeanyreasontogooutsidethebounclsofthestandardMidcile
Kingdom ' irr deriving the word's origins. 'Ihe Apiru are cliscussed exrensively in Chapter 4
ofthis book.

'8i'Weigall, Lfe and Times of Ahhenaton, 203-21 6.

'ilWeigall, Life and Ti me s of A k h e naron, 21 1 -21 4.

'ni"ln the twelfth year ofhis reign, the tributes ofthe vassal kingtloms reached such a high value
that a particular record was made of it." \weigall, Life and 'I'imes of Abhenaton, 148-152. "1hc
tribute appears to have reachecl the Ciw ofthe Horizon in the correct nlanrer until thc last years

of tlie reign," Weigall, Lfe and Times of Abhenaton, 212.

ot6Further, the intcnt of the Hittite aggression in the region was clearly to break thc porver of
the Mitanni, which, had, within the past half a century, penetrated almosr to the Hittite capital.
The coliapse of Egyptian power was incidental, tliough the Mitanni were a key allv Gurnev, 7Dr
Hittites,24-29.

*i-Busy with domestic concerns, and not perceiving a direcr challenge to Egvpt, Al<henaton nav
not have perceived a threat, or may have chosen not to perceive the threat, until it was too lare.

'E8\i7'eigall, Life and fimes ofAbhenaton,2lT; Gurney, The Hittites 32-33.
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Egyptian forms of worship in general.is', The combination of the two brought

Akhenaton down.'e{'

Axnr,NetoN's PpR.securloN oF Ornrn Goos

The ascension of Akhenaton's religious ideology began, not with a generirl

suppression of other deities, but with "great leniency toward the worshippers

of the old gods" that rejected only Amr-r|r ar"rd his temple.*"' Amun was

suppressed, his name was srruck from inscriptions, and the lands of his temple

were confiscated ir-r favor of the state.l')r These measttres were sr-rccessfirl, and

broke the power of Amun sufficiently that Akhenator-r appeared emboldened

to strike against other gods.'i')l
'\X/'here Akhenaton erred was in expirnding this persecutior.r fron'r merely

one questionably popular secrion of the population to the Egypti:rn lorrns of

,t"Persecution was extcntletl gcnerallv in perhaps the I (rth veiir of the reign, colltenrporarv with

the event in Svria. Veigall, Lfe and'l'imes of Abhenarrm 219-220. He dicd irr thc 17th ve:rr. Irr

addition to creating religious insrability, he:rlso,rppe:rrs tc, h:rve elevatetl tllelt'irilorv orisitr" ttl

scnior positions in thc governmenr during this periocl, firrther cliscnfiatrchisills th,: rra,litiotral

elite, Veigall, Lfe and 'I'imes 
oJ Akhendrttn, 189.

""'De6nitelv irnpliecl in 'Weigall, Life anrl Tirnes rl Akhenaton, 197 -227 .

*',rThe acl6ption of Aton worship occurrerl near thc fblrrtli vcar of Al<hcnatoris reigtr, prerhaps as

lre cr.nerged from the rcgencv of his r.r.rothcr. Weigall, Life and'lirnes of Akhenaton,6T-68 'llte

pcrsecution of Amon and the suppression of its inscriptions occurrcd near thc 1.lth vcar of his

reign, arrd coincided with his morher's clcath.'Weieall, Life and Tintes ofAbhenaton 168.

'''rSimilar to t6e confiscation of Catholic lalcis by Hcnrv Vlli' and other rneirsttres r"'hicll

crccurrecl clurirrg the European Refbrmation. L)escribctl in Weigall, Lfe dnd'l-intcs of Akhenatott.

168-172. Thc persecution wenr so frrr th:rr tonrbs w,cre o;reur:d atrtl evcn his orvn father's llltlte
was struck.

,"rPresumably, if rhey were nor successfil, hc lvould have sro;rped. However, his later orcler ttt

efface the names of all other cleities never appealrs to lrave bcen lullv irnplementccl, thottgh Karllak

arrd other centers of the Amun worship werc tlefacetl. Weieall, Life nd'l'imes oJ'Akhenaton,2l')

TheJews, in their conceir, have attributed this period to that c,fJoseph ttfGoshen, ilnd havc cvcl)

claimecl thar Joseph taught monotheisrn to Akhenaton. First, the Jews were tlot ntrlnotheistic

until perhaps the Fourth Centurv B.(1. Further, though, Joseph was porverless ovtr the'Icnrple

of Amun and thus his story is consistcnr with the restorati()rr of that tenrple lvhich fblloivcd

the Amarna pcri<xl of L,gvptian [ristorv.
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worship in ge,eral.aea \what probably differentiated this persecutior.r from
that of the Temple of Amun is that it reached into the homes of some who

had previously supported Akhenaton at the court, i'cluding, very possibly, his

religious allies at Heliopolis.ae5 Amo,g other gods Akher.rato. suppressed was

the goddess Ma'at, whose epithet he forbid to be u'rirre, excepr nror.roliterally.'ie6

Thus, wher.r the Aam revolted agai.st him, instead of this being j,st a.other
revolt to be suppressed, as had occurred under aln-rosr everl' other kir-rg of the

Eighteenth Dynasry it became evider.rce that the king had abandoned Ma'at,

and Ma'ar had abandoned the king.'',,

Tsp DEarn eNo ATTTRMATH oF AxurNeroN

Al<henato, appears to have died of a seizure, and, given his young age, this

almost certainly means he was poisoned.aes Three rulers who follolved him

- Sme'rkare, Nefertiti Nefernefruaten, and, after Tuta'khamun, Ay - all

attempted to maintain his form of worship, but rrone was able to hold ro power

long.aee The fact that they were able to claim the succession i.dicates that they

were nor without their supporrers ar courr, but the Fact that none could hold

j''lClearlv 
he errcrl, as he was unable to carrl this out, and it u,:rs at le:rst part of rhe basis on rl.hich

thc reaction ag:rinsr hinr organizcd themselves. \X/eigall, Lft and'I-intes of Ak/tenaton 2l()-222.

''"weig:rll tlrecrrizes he had thcm, LiJi and l-imes of Akhettaton )B-41 . I irrn nor convincetl
Alhettatotr ever reallv wellt as lar as to interfcre with privetc worship, or any fbrrn of worshilr
that did not involve the temples and tlre elitc class, and arr.r nor surc of rhc evi{cnce lor it. All
sources sav no interventiotr in the day-to-day forrn ofworship ofthc peoplc, as clpposed to that
of the temples, ever occurretl, and therc is littlc evicience the pcople plav.,l 

"nv 
relevant rc,lc in

h-gvptian politics.

!'"' Weiga1l, L ife d nd'l-i mes of A k he n ato n, 1 62- 1 63.

{"7'flre associrttion of political and social ch:ros wittr rhe loss of Ma'at is evirlent in L.gvpri:rn rvorks
suclr as tlre'Ialc of sinuhe or rhe Dialogue of lpuur, Si nuhe 2T -29, 1 70- 1 90.

*''ilhough this is disptrtecl. It is suggested that Aldrenaton'.s ill-[rea]th and gencric tlcfccts l.ronr
in-brecding mav have reudcretl him pronc to fatal seizures.

'''''Srrertkarc and Nelertiti reigned tluring tlie periocl 1336-1332: Av reisnetl l.or rliree ycars,
1 322-1319.
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power indicates strong internal opposition as well.500 The fact that none of

them attempted to bridge the gap with the Temple of Amun likely indicates

that theywere too invested in Akhenatont religious reform to abandon them.5or

Overall, though, the Temple of Amun was simply too powerful, and was able

to remove each in turn until a king willing to work their will, Tutankhamen,

was found.

After proving his usefulness and suppressing the Aten faith, Tirtankhamen

may also have been murdered, and it is suggested that he was led into the

repudiation of the faith of his father or father-in-law by Horemheb, who

succeeded him after a brief struggle with Ay.502 The facts of this matter are

unclear. But, what is known is that Horemheb enjoyed a relatively lengthy rule

during which he rebuilt the Egyptian military and recovered its dominion in

\Testern Asia - correcting one of the key faults of the Akhenaton reign.503 Part

of this seems to be based on a policy of containment of the Hittites in alignment

with the state of Arzawa, a traditional enemy and former vassal of the Hittites

in Lydia in Asia Minor.'oa Horemheb also finished the job of obliterating all

trace of the Akhenaton reign and that of his Aten worshipping successors, while

having the entire group cursed in all future Egyptian histories.t0s

t""A ferlale succcssion, itr particular, was extremely rare in Egypt; one other lemale pharaoh,

Harshepsut, rv:rs knc,u.n prior to Ncfcrtiti. Nefertiti's letters to Suppiluliumas ut-rtlerline her

prol,l.nrs, "N,Iv husband has died and I have no son ... I anl very much afraid." Gwney, The

Hitites 29

', rMany of the Aron's lcrllorve rs at Clourt secm to have received thcir position outside of the usual

orrler of things, which likcly maclc rhat position cven Inore prccarious. For instance, there are

the words ul N4ar., "l was a nian ol low origin on my father's and on my mother\ side, but the

King establislrecl rne." 'Weigall Ltfe nd l'imes ofAkhenaton 189

''':'lht Complete Tittanbhrttttut 33. If Av murdered 
-Iutankhamun, then it was likelv a counter-

couP.

'"r'Weigall, Life and 7-imes of Ablrcnaton 238-241' Gurnel', The Hittites 32-33'

'"iAsia, discusscd in Chapter 5.

,',jGurnev, 'lhe Hixites 31, though Arz-arva was completelv destroved by the Hittites for its

alliance.
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THE TRADITION OF THE MOTHER

CoNcr-usroNs

The Amarna Revolution had deep roots in a fundamental conflict withi'
Egyptian culture berween proto-Indo-European and non-proto-Indo-European

elements. Akhenaten was nor rejected because of the ethereal qualiry of his

teachings, which appear ro have been popular, but because of his failures in war

and politics. The error Akhenaton made in backing the wrong man in Syria and

Palestine combined with his heary-handed and intrusive domestic repression

weakened his governmenr ro the point that, after his death, his proponents

were unable ro sustain his faction, and were destroyed by the Temple of Amun
and its candidate for control of the Egyptian throne.
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