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Rules: Cancer

The Moon is the natural ruler of the 4th house.

The Moon is receptive, wet, fertile, changing, and cold. 

Exalted sign: Taurus 

Sign of Detriment: Capricorn

Sign of Fall: Scorpio 

Colors: Silver, white 

Day: Monday 

Metal: Silver 

Gemstone: Pearl, Moonstone 

Demon: Shiedbarshemoth Sharthathan 

Symbolism: Mirror of Life 

Parts of the Body: The breasts, the womb, ribcage, pancreas, lungs, 
stomach and digestive organs. 

Area of the Soul:The 6th chakra, the Ida Nadi and the third eye. 

Diseases/health: Excessive or deficient body fluids, manic/depressive, 
menstrual problems, colitis, diseases of the bowels. 

Professions: Cooks, all of the culinary careers, hotel/hospitality workers, 
restaurant workers, all common employment, children’s nurses, and 
midwives. 

The Moon rules: Public, food and drink, water and liquids, domestic affairs, 
women, family, early childhood, the mother, the home, emotions, feelings, 
instincts, the memory, the unconscious, habits, childbearing, the emotions, 
moods, and feelings. 
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The All Important Chart Ruler
The chart ruler is the ruler of the sign on the ascendant. In cases where 
there is a sign  in the first house, or a sign such as Scorpio, 
which is ruled by both Pluto [its main ruler] and co-ruler Mars, and any 
planets in the first house, these are co-rulers. The main and foremost 
chart ruler is the planet that is the primary ruler of the sign on the 
ascendant and this planet represents you. The chart ruler is the most 
important planet and is secondary to none.

Conjunctions of the Chart Ruler/s to other planets and heir 
influences:

Chart Ruler/s in conjunction with the Sun
This aspect gives good health, physical strength, energy, and vitality. 
This is usually a fortunate placement, tending toward a long life and 
physical strength even in old age. The recuperative powers are very 
strong. Depending on the sign, this placement gives an optimistic 
disposition and offsets aspects of low self-esteem. The chart ruler in 
conjunction to the Sun helps to offset negative aspects. This placement 
also gives a sense of charisma and makes one well liked by others. The 
affairs of the house with Leo on the cusp are likely to be of importance 
and focus in the life.

Chart Ruler/s in conjunction with the Moon
The nature here is family oriented, sensitive, and emotional. These 
people often are fond of food and good cooks. They can have a 
nurturing aspect to the personalities and are caring and protective 
towards others. There is often pronounced psychic ability, with a 
tendency to absorb the feelings, emotions, and general tone of the 
environment around them. These people are moody and are often fond 
of places near water. They are maternal. Home and family are very 
important to them. Often there is a tendency for changes in the area of 
having different identities, aliases, and in going through phases in their 
lives. In some cases, they may change color of their hair and their style 
of dress quite often. The affairs of the house with Cancer on the cusp 
are likely to be of importance and focus in the life.

Chart Ruler/s in conjunction with Mercury
These people are often intellectual, talkative and have good dexterity 
and physical coordination. They have active minds and can get bored 
easily. They are often fidgety and restless. This placement often gives a 
talent for athletics. The affairs of the house with Gemini on the cusp are 
likely to be of importance and focus in the life.
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Chart Ruler/s in conjunction with Venus
This aspect usually makes one attractive, charming, gives beauty, 
artistic talent and a sense of good taste. These people have charisma, 
along with a pleasing personality and unless Mars is strong in the chart, 
they are usually refined and well mannered, with a strong dislike of 
coarseness or crude behavior from others. They dislike confrontations 
and prefer a harmonious and peaceful environment and relations with 
others. The affairs of the houses with Taurus and Libra on the cusps are 
likely to be of importance and focus in the life.

Chart Ruler/s in conjunction with Mars
This aspect makes for an outgoing, hot headed, energetic, and 
combative nature. It is good for heath, energy, and vitality, but can 
make one rude, crude, coarse, and ill mannered. These people are 
generally impatient and like to get straight to the point. Details bore 
them. Mars in conjunction with the ruler gives competitiveness, athletic 
and martial ability, along with a fearless pioneering spirit. People with 
this placement are often born leaders. Many military leaders such as 
officers, generals and those who have important and lifelong careers in 
the military have this conjunction. The affairs of the house with Aries on 
the cusp are likely to be of importance and focus in the life.

Chart Ruler/s in conjunction with Jupiter
Jupiter gives protection throughout the life. This aspect gives self-
confidence, a cheerful nature, and optimism, and can offset negative 
factors such as low self-esteem in a chart. In some cases, they are life 
long students and many benefits can come from involvement with 
universities and other places of education. They can be overindulgent 
and fond of travel. This gives the personality a pleasant disposition and 
they are generally well liked by others. There is also a tendency to be 
large in some way, either large boned, tall or heavy. The affairs of the 
house with Sagittarius on the cusp are likely to be of importance and 
focus in the life.

Chart Ruler/s in conjunction with Saturn 
The tighter the conjunction, the more malefic the influence can be. 
There is often an inhibited personality, along with pessimism, in some 
cases hard luck, and an overly serious nature. Other aspects need to be 
taken into consideration. The affairs of the house with Capricorn on the 
cusp are likely to be of importance and focus in the life. 
One tragic example I noted was a child named Lisa. Her mother put her 
up for adoption in infancy. She was adopted by attorney Joel Steinberg 
and his wife through shady means. Lisa endured six horrific years of 
extreme abuse at the hands of this couple, which ended when Joel 
Steinberg beat her to death. Her chart ruler, the Moon was in near 
exact conjunction with Saturn in Libra in her fourth house of home and 
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family. Saturn in Libra is exalted and much more powerful in its 
influence in that sign, intensifying its malefic nature. She never even 
had a chance.

Chart Ruler/s in conjunction with Uranus
These people are often rebellious, freedom loving, original, unusual, 
and can even be eccentric. This aspect can give genius, a talent for 
electronics, invention, and an aptitude for mathematics. Nervous 
outbursts are common, along with a high-strung nature. People with 
this placement are likely to be very unusual and/or exceptional in some 
way. The affairs of the house with Aquarius on the cusp are likely to be 
of importance and focus in the life.

Chart Ruler/s in conjunction with Neptune
Neptune can have a malefic when conjunct a ruling planet. It is often 
found in charts of the mentally ill, those who are drug and/or alcohol 
addicted, those who are aberrant, weak willed, abnormally sensitive, 
and unreliable. These people are often impressionable and open to 
being deceived and taken advantage of by others. It is not good for the 
mental health. [Only with the conjunction does the aforementioned 
apply] On the upside, the chart ruler conjunct Neptune is found in the 
charts of many famous composers and musicians. Neptune is the higher 
octave of Venus in the ability to create beauty. Poets, artists, and 
dancers often have this conjunction. The affairs of the house with Pisces 
on the cusp are likely to be of importance and focus in the life.

Chart Ruler/s in conjunction with Pluto
Conjunctions with Pluto give intensity. There is ability and aptitude for 
magickal practice, intense concentration, and focus of the mind. This 
aspect gives a strong will, inner strength, and a do or die attitude. 
Death before dishonor characterizes these people; it is “all or nothing.”
This aspect is frequently seen in the charts of those who are born 
sorcerers. These people tend to transform those that they come into 
contact and interact with.
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Four or more planets that are retrograde in one’s natal astrology chart 
indicate that the later half of one’s life will be more eventful, and if 
success is to come, it will occur later in the life. The house/s ruled by 
the retrograde planets indicates affairs that will occur later in life. For 
example, the marriage house; marriage or love can occur after 30 
years of age or later. In addition, many retrograde planets can make 
one introverted and shy. People who have four or more of their planets 
retrograde are known as “late bloomers.”

If the main chart ruler is retrograde, then the above applies, as the 
chart ruler has the most emphasis and importance in determining one’s
fate. If the co-ruler/s is retrograde, and the main chart ruler is not, this 
will still affect the life, but not as much as when the main ruler is 
retrograde. The “main ruler” is the planet that rules the ascendant.

The Sun and Moon are never retrograde.

People who have Mercury Retrograde can sometimes be a bit
slower in learning or understanding, than those who are born
with this planet direct. These people can get lost in details and
have trouble seeing the entire point, but can be excellent in
research or in working with details. The mind can be very active
and the thoughts run deep. Ideas and thoughts may repeat
themselves until one feels a sort of mental burnout. Mercury
retrograde people perceive information and communications a bit
differently. Ironically, those born with a Mercury retrograde
function much better when transiting Mercury is retrograde.
Mercury retrograde usually indicates problems concerning one or
more of the areas of life ruled by Mercury: speaking, writing,
learning, the senses: sight, and hearing, the brain, perceiving
information and verbal expression. In some cases, those who
have retrograde Mercury can be reserved, shy, and quiet. In
addition, one or more of the areas ruled by the house in which
Mercury retrograde is posited, along with the houses with Gemini
and Virgo on the cusps can sometimes experience delays or
other problems.

With Venus retrograde, love often comes later in life. These
people can be very shy when it comes to love relationships, and
have trouble expressing their affections. In some cases, there
can be physical problems or other circumstances that prevent
one from pursuing a love relationship. These people can also feel
unworthy of love for some reason. Any financial security often
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comes later in life. With Venus retrograde, one’s love 
relationships can be very unconventional. In addition, one or 
more of the areas ruled by the house in which Venus retrograde 
is posited, along with the houses with Libra and Taurus on the 
cusps can experience delays or other problems.  

Mars retrograde holds one’s anger inside. Most often, one was
severely punished in childhood for expressing any anger. These
people dislike and avoid open confrontations. They can seethe
and boil inside with rage, but usually, the will not openly express
it. Those who are in a close relationship with Mars retrograde
people often have to learn how to “read them” as the Mars
retrograde person hides his/her anger. Mars retrograde people
do not know how to express anger in an acceptable way. If they
are pushed to a certain point, to where they can no longer hold
their anger in, they often overreact and can be explosive. Given
Mars rules the sex drive, in some cases, men who have Mars
retrograde can suffer from sexual impotence. In determining this,
one must look to other indications in the chart.
Mars direct, posited in the 12th house can have the same
significance as Mars retrograde. If Mars retrograde is in Pisces,
Libra, or in hard aspect to Saturn, the effects of expressing one’s
self are even more restricted. I have seen a case where Mars was
both retrograde and posited in the 12th house. The one with this
had serious psychological and sex problems, but there were also
other supporting aspects for this in his chart. In addition, one or
more of the areas ruled by the house in which Mars retrograde is
posited, along with the houses with Aries and Scorpio on the
cusps can experience delays or other problems.
With the outer planets, one must look to the entire chart and the
position of the retrograde planet in the chart in order to
determine the strength of its influence. When the personal
planets are retrograde, the influence is much greater than with
the outer planets, unless they are prominently placed in the
chart. Prominently places means on an angle [conjunct the
ascendant, descendant, midheaven, or IC], the chart ruler, or co-
ruler, or in close aspect to the ruler/co-ruler.
Jupiter retrograde gives one a sense of inner fulfillment, peace,
and contentment. When retrograde, Jupiter turns inwards. Taken
all by itself, Jupiter retrograde is not as much concerned with the
material aspects of life. These people [unless there are other
contradictory influences in the chart], are more concerned with
spiritual comfort and peace of mind and soul. They often seek
out spiritual knowledge on their own and have their own beliefs,
instead of being indoctrinated by others. They can think for
themselves, and they often look for their spiritual answers from
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within, rather than accepting religious dogma. In addition, one or 
more of the areas ruled by the house in which Jupiter retrograde 
is posited, along with the houses with Sagittarius and Pisces on 
the cusps can sometimes experience delays or other problems.  

Saturn retrograde people often do not have a sense of
limitations, as do those born with Saturn direct. He/she can take
on too much work, take on too many responsibilities, and do too
much for others. These people often have their own set of
values. Discipline, demands, and severity are turned inwards
upon the self. People with Saturn retrograde are often very self-
critical and hard on themselves. The can make very high
demands on themselves for personal achievement. These people
may appear to be easy going when taking orders from others or
when given extra work or responsibilities, but on the inside, this
is a different story. Retrograde Saturn often resents too many
demands and can react against these with indirect ways. Taken
alone, retrograde Saturn does not desire fame or publicity:
success here is more personal. These people often have trouble
in being authoritative with others should the need be. They have
a difficult time saying “no.” Saturn retrograde is often hard on
one’s self-esteem, but be sure to look to other placements in a
chart regarding this tendency. In addition, one or more of the
areas ruled by the house in which Saturn retrograde is posited,
along with the houses with Capricorn and Aquarius on the cusps
can experience delays or other problems.

Uranus retrograde indicates the need for freedom and rebellion is
very pronounced. When retrograde, Uranus gives a strong sense
of intuition, especially if there are other placements in one’s
chart supporting this. Outwardly, people with Uranus retrograde
may seem to conform, but they are very original and
unconventional on a personal level. These people are often high-
strung. They will hold stress inside until suddenly; they explode
and overreact, going to emotional extremes. There is a strong
tendency to exaggerate things. Uranus retrograde influences one
to look for guidance from within, rather than seeking answers
outside of one’s self, but seeks to reform and overthrow what is
already established in the outer world. These people can feel
alienated from others and quite often, they do not fit in with
society. In childhood, Uranus retrograde people frequently felt
stifled in expressing their individuality, and as they mature, they
have a tendency to take things to extremes. In addition, one or
more of the areas ruled by the house in which Uranus retrograde
is posited, along with the house that has Aquarius on the cusp
can sometimes experience delays or other problems.
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Retrograde Neptune gives a very rich imagination and fantasy 
life. There can be much inner confusion. The psychic and intuitive 
abilities are usually very well developed. These people can have 
escapist tendencies, with a strong susceptibility to abusing drugs 
and alcohol. When retrograde, Neptune gives extreme sensitivity, 
along with a sense of idealism. With retrograde planets, the 
energies of the planet are turned inwards. These people may 
oftentimes live in their own fantasy world, and withdrawal from 
outer life. The house that contains Neptune, along with the house 
where Pisces is on cusp can experience delays or other problems. 
Retrograde Neptune can manifest as a pronounced Neptune. As 
with the other outer retrograde planets, one must look to the 
position in the chart to determine the strength of the retrograde 
influence.  

Retrograde Pluto gives a pronounced inner intensity, along with a 
sense of aloofness. These people are usually very secretive, and 
very few if any get to know them on a personal level. There can 
be cases of extreme repression and emotional extremes, along 
with compulsions and feelings of isolation. This is the “either “or”
“do or die” type of individual. They either love something or they 
hate it, there is no grey area or in-between. They are all or 
nothing. If other placements and aspect in the chart support this, 
the individual can be an introvert and loner. As with the other 
outer retrograde planets, one must look to the position in the 
chart to determine the strength of the retrograde influence. The 
house that contains Pluto, along with the house where Scorpio is 
on cusp can experience delays or other problems. 
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The table below contains the noted placements of the planets. Planets 
in their exalted and home signs are stronger in their influence over 
one’s personality and life’s affairs, than when in their signs of 
detriment and fall. This also includes transiting planets. In the natal 
chart, look to the affairs ruled by the house containing the sign ruled 
by the planet and the affairs of the house that the planet is posited in. 
For example, a Leo Sun will be much stronger than an Aquarius or 
Libra Sun [signs of its detriment and fall] if it is aspected by Saturn or 
Neptune, both of which can undermine one’s self-esteem and vitality 
[ruled by the Sun]. The strong Sun also functions better regarding the 
life affairs of the house with Leo on the cusp and also the affairs of the 
house containing the Sun.

In contrast, a strong Saturn as in Libra can be more malefic. Always 
remember, through power meditation, the aspects and planetary 
placements can be sublimated and directed. 

Planets in their detriment and fall do not function as well as when in 
their exalted or home signs.
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Avoid the moon in Aries. Always remember… NEVER have any surgical 
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