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The German Mythological Landscape

/ Ihe Germanic view of the majesty of the celestials does not correspond
to enclosing them between walls or making images of them with human
features. Forests and groves are their temples, and under the names of
their gods they invoke that unfathomable power which is revealed to
them solely in worship.

Cornelius Tacitus wrote this about eighteen hundred years ago years ago,
Cornelius Tacitus, the first eulogist of the Germanic tribes. And his words, rich
in content, were to become the leitmotif of our book, the German
mythological landscapes.

The surface of our planet, with the canopy of sky enveloping it in a starry
blue cloak, is what is generally understood by the word nature. Within the narrow
scope of the human field of vision, however, only a tiny part of nature can be
surveyed, and it is precisely this tiny part that is understood by the term
landscape.

But it is not the eye alone that conveys the enjoyment of nature to the
perceiving and feeling observer of a landscape; the other senses also take part in
this mediating role.

Even if the eye allows us to see the tangle of lines, the seemingly
random confusion of color tones, the movements of individual creatures in the
overall picture, only the ear can let us perceive the song of the birds, the roar
of the storm and the roll of thunder. Similarly, the other senses convey to us
the feeling of warmth or cold, the resinous scent of the forest and the taste of
strawberries in the cool forest floor. All these individual impressions and
individual perceptions combined to form an overall sensation constitute the
actual enjoyment of nature.

But how the score of a symphony is made up of the individual orchestral

parts, like a painting made up of thousands of points,
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the naive observer of a landscape overlooks the myriad of individual
elements and therefore only allows the overall impression of the landscape to
have an effect on him. Only the art connoisseur will be able to grasp the
intertwined harmony of the individual voices in a symphonic tone painting,
only he will be able to grasp the individual effect of the drawing and color
shading in a painter's masterpiece. But only such a person will rise to the
highest enjoyment of art through this recognition, by recognizing the
connection of multiplicity to unity and allowing the overall impression of the
work of art to have an effect on him.

Just as the aesthete of art revels in the true enjoyment of art, so the
aesthete of nature will revel in the true enjoyment of nature, for he too is granted
what so many are denied, namely to take a deeper look into the manifold forms of
the wonderful unity in the life and weaving of nature.

But what mankind realized in the youthful age of the peoples, when they
approached the sanctuary of nature with childlike timidity in the devout feeling of
the beautiful, the sublime, even arousing a longing for God, only the nature
aesthetician can comprehend. The childlike, naive sense of the people of nature
has been lost to the people of culture; they can barely stammer the language of
nature, and it is only through science that modern man is able to laboriously
approach the lost understanding of nature again.

Thousands and thousands of people go out to enjoy nature every year, but
they call themselves tourists! This word alone testifies to how few of the
thousands are really nature aesthetes.

But with the childishly naive mind, the Cultur folk also lost the
original, immediate awareness of their own divinity, that incomparably
sublime tribal nature of the Germanic people. Inwardness means being
with oneself, and being with oneself is actually being with God. So as long
as a people, as a primitive people, possesses its entire original
inwardness, it has no cause for an outward worship of God, for an
outward ceremonial service, which only begins to take shape when
inwardness is about to give way to outwardness.
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Every external service of worship therefore always refers to something
external to the worshipper. The more inward a person is, the less outward his
whole life is, and vice versa. This becomes most evident in the course of cultural
history. The most and greatest monuments of religious art - among all peoples -
were only created when man was least aware of his divinity. The ceremonial
service in the cult developed ever more richly with the temple buildings. In such
periods, therefore, the monuments of religious architecture were at their most
perfect; it was they who determined the architectural style in question, for the end
was achieved which was to be sought with them as a means.

Thus the art of sculpture reached its highest flowering very early among the
Greeks, because this art is less material, because in it the spirit still dwells
undivided in matter. Later, with the Romans, it emerges, it asserts itself externally,
but it does not yet overcome them, it does not even reach the level of art. This
was only reserved for the Middle Ages and especially for the Germans. With the
completion of the Gothic style, it only remained for the spirit, after having become
master of matter, to reconcile itself with nature in order to return to it. He became
the creator of painting, the third sister art of sculpture and architecture. Finally,
after the spirit had used up all the means of art for the glorification of the highest
beyond itself for the purpose of representation, contemplation, knowledge of itself,
it became free again in matter and in nature with consciousness, as it had once
been at the beginning of time.

As long as man is directly aware of the divinity of his own spirit, so long is
his love for his fellow human beings his prayer, the joy of the beauty of nature
around him his hymn; but the vast great earth with the huge blue vault of the sky
is just big enough for him to be the temple of his belief in God, so that he feels at
one with this divinity. As long as man is conscious of his own divinity, so long
does he know this divinity of his and nothing higher in himself, in other men, in the
whole universe around him; he recognizes nothing above himself but this
spiritually invisible formless divinity in himself, which nevertheless has form in the
whole of nature surrounding him, and therefore does not imitate any human being
in the form of a god. And if he does not model his God on any human being, to
whom should he
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otherwise imitate him? Are there not traces of idolatrous people among all
peoples who practiced idolatry?

That there really was such a time of inwardness is borne out by the
traditions of all peoples; it is the same time of which all poets know how to sing
and speak as the golden age. And this time was really and truly the golden age,
for it was the happiest in comparison with the following times, the most
uncloudedly happy, for in it human life was most united with the divine. The
golden age in the life of nations is like the golden age in the life of man, the
unclouded, sunlit days of earliest childhood.

All nations had at the beginning of their emergence such gods live, and
were then more similar - like children among themselves than in the later
course of development, where themselves only their special characteristics -
not unlike those of the developing human being - were able to develop. could
develop.In such course of development lost then the peoples their
inwardness, which aloneand everywhere different outer world appeared as the
image of the peoples, and thus caused the rare and formation of
nationalities. That is why the mythologies of all peoples can be traced back
to quite the same beginnings, but that is also why it is possible to gauge how
long the golden age lasted for one people or another, which ended at the
moment when the myth system of the people concerned branched off from the
common stock, allowed its special shoots to grow and flourish. That is why the
diversity of peoples and religions, with all that belongs to them, as well as the
very different duration of the golden age of the individual peoples, must
always be explained by the diversity of external circumstances and
conditions. The more paradisiacal the outside world was, the sooner man seems
to have lost his paradise of the inner world; he allowed himself to be seduced into
exchanging it for another. The harsher the climate, the more inhospitable the
land, the more he cherished the paradise of his inner world.

The Germanic people in this, as in so many others. The Persians were the
most fortunate in this respect, and only the Persians, who were related to the
Germanic tribes, are approximately equal to them. What Herodotus*) reported
of the Persians, Tacitus said of them,

*) "They (the Persians) do not have the custom of erecting images of gods, temples and altars,
but rather accuse those who do so of foolishness, as it seems to me, because they do not agree with
the Hellenes that the gods are human-like." (Herodotus I. 131.)
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but this was said by both at a time when all the other peoples around them
already had a developed idolatry and temple service.

But even among the Germanic tribes, the worship of God did not remain
completely free of externalities, and could not and could not remain so, just as
little as the people could have remained with their direct awareness of their
divinity. This had to take place because the external is precisely the means, the
material is the mirror in which the deity has to look at itself. This transformation,
however, remained reserved for the Germanic peoples only for the time of
Christianity, for which, however, the signs of the beginning can still be found in
paganism. Furthermore, inwardness can be recognized as a basic trait of the
Germanic folk-character, of the German belief in gods, because it lasted longest
among the Germanic peoples.

Consequently, the worship of God had to develop from the simplest forms
without the priesthood. The oldest form was undoubtedly the sacrifice, combined
with prayer. At first, each family sacrificed for itself on the altar of the house, the
hearth. The father of the house as the head of the family, as the unrestricted lord
and master, was recognized from the outset as the model of the supreme being,
as the representative of the deity, so to speak. The housewife sacrificed to him, as
the model of the priestess of future times, at the "sacred flame of the hearth".

But once the development had reached the point of sacrifice, other ideas
were soon added in order to lead to the outward worship of God.

In those days man knew of the forces of nature only their sensually
perceptible manifestations, and had finally to be forced to the assumption that
these manifestations must be the living conditions of an invisible being of an
immeasurably higher nature than himself, a being to whom he must bow in fear
and anxiety in order to moderate its power, but to increase and heighten its
mildness.

Once a person had reached this level of knowledge, he soon widened his
circle of vision of higher knowledge. The divine interiority began to fade, he sought
the divinity outside himself. Like the mists that drift around the mountain peaks,
the first gigantic, uncouth primordial being of future generations of gods formed
and shaped itself in his sensory world. This split into an evil
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and a good being, and thus formed itself into the shape of darkness or
evil, and light or good. These two hostile brothers were naturally
conceived in a continuing battle, with victory always undecided. It is only
at a much later stage of perfected knowledge that this dichotomy can be
attributed to the consolation that at the end of all days the divinized light
will gain victory over the evil nature of darkness and, after the complete
destruction of all evil, a new spiritualized world order will come.

Since our ancestors were in much more direct contact with nature in the
childhood dream of the nascent people than we, their descendants crammed into
cities, it is not difficult to understand that today we have lost a good part of that
keen sense of observation for the processes of natural life, on which not only all
myths, folk customs and peasant rules are based, but even the old healing
methods, the so-called "sympathetic cures" and the belief in magic and miracles.
Only the new sciences, namely the corresponding subjects of natural history,
partially replace this lost sense of nature and often surprisingly confirm old
mythical and mystical rules of folk tradition.

But also the "aesthetics of nature", which has been cultivated as a science
in recent times, leads us back along the paths of feeling, to the recognition of
nature in its beauty, sublimity and awakening of longing, which qualities have
also been lost to us cultural people as nature.

But the man of primeval times, who was educated by the greatest teacher,
nature herself, soon learned certain processes from the natural development of
natural phenomena - without knowing their rules and laws - and also learned to
accelerate them through encouraging intervention. Indeed, in the course of time
man himself learned to force such results which nature would never have
produced without his supportive intervention. Man has become the master of
creation without even knowing it, indeed without having suspected it.

An example should make this clear.

Everyone knows our lovely wild stone carnation, whose glowing stars nod
so gracefully out of the lush green of the mountain meadows; but also our double
garden carnation, whose
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The glowing red contrasts so harmoniously with the blue-green of its foliage.
But no one is unaware that the latter arose from the former through
refinement. Over the course of thousands of years, similar supportive
assistance in all developmental processes in animal husbandry and plant
cultivation has resulted in our tame domesticated animals, our crops and other
agricultural and forestry products, whereby the wild original forms of the
animal and plant world, which have not yet been lost, clearly show us the vast
distances between these and the "refined" forms of today.

But these incredibly large differences also bear witness to several thousand
years of man's activity as "master of creation", because he only improved the
animals and plants that were useful to him by intervening in their natural course of
development, while he inhibited the further development of other species that
were useless or even harmful to him, or even completely eliminated them, thus
destroying entire species.

The primordial origins of these "promotions" or "inhibitions", which we know
today in short as "refinement" or "eradication", were already known to man at a
very early stage, but only in terms of the effects, and by no means in the essence
of the cause, which remained a mystery for a long time.

As already mentioned, the oldest form of worship was prayer accompanied
by sacrifice, which was initially offered by the head of the family or his wife in the
self-priesthood, and later by the head of the tribe or state with the assistance of
the holy councilors or priestesses for himself and his relatives. What could be
more natural than that such natural "sponsorship" or in the case of "hindrances",
the assistance of the deity was invoked with prayer and sacrifice, namely that of
the light deity in the case of "promotions" and that of the demon of darkness in
the case of "hindrances".

In the development of this system of increasingly externalized worship,
the choice of time, place and type of sacrifice became decisive. Morning hours,
the waxing moon and springtime were considered favorable for "promotions”,
while night hours, the waning moon, autumn and winter were considered
favorable for "inhibitions". Consequently, the color of the sacrificial animal had to
be white or black, and later the animal species itself was taken into account the
further the myth developed. The sacrificial animals were called "jaws", while the
non-sacrificial
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capable "vermin", which latter word is still in use today in a modified meaning.

Once the deity in question had been made favorable to the intended
"promoting" or "hindering" work with the "Ziefer", as it was believed, one
proceeded with prayer to the promoting or hindering action itself, which was
called a "spell".

Prayer and magic had thus become inseparable concepts. But as the
successes of such magic became more and more certain and lasting in the
further course of development, it was believed that magic and spells were able to
exert a compelling impression on the gods. Man had already completely forfeited
his inwardness, indeed even the outward worship of God was already beginning
to fade, for he was beginning to become aware of his dominion over creation. In
his arrogance, man now believed that he could force the gods by magic (Faust's
compulsion to hell) to do what he had previously asked them to do in prayer.

Having reached this stage of development, the natural religion of each
people began to divide into two doctrines, namely the esoteric and the exoteric, or
to put it more clearly: the secret priestly doctrine and the religion preached to the
people and bound to external formulae. At this stage of development, the self-
priesthood naturally had to give way to the priesthood, the hierarchy.

As long as self-priesthood prevailed, which was the case with Caesar's
As long as the associations of the individual families (tribes) remained without
closer state ties among the freedom-loving Germanic tribes, the cult remained a
simple one, regulated only by tradition and custom. This was probably also the
case in the following period, when powerful individuals from the tribal families
gradually rose up to become tribal kings and attempted to form states. In the
communal sacrifices of these small states, not only the number of
participants grew, but also the size of the sacrifices or the jaws. But only at
first was the eldest of the clan regarded as the "sacrificer"; soon the king, as a
descendant of the noblest family, claimed the office of priest for himself and
that of healer for female members of his house, which soon gave rise to the
"tribal legends" that tell of the divine descent of the ancient royal families.
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Only a few such dynasties flourished on the soil of Germania, of which the
following landscape paintings are to provide a description...) It was only later,
when kingship had already become more festive, when the increasingly
ceremonial worship became more and more pompous, if only to increase the
splendor of the royal court, that the self-priesthood began to die out. The king
was still the high priest, but the female priests lived almost in monastic custody,
and the male priests, the "Gottesfrohnden", began to form a class of their
own. This priesthood, which demanded celibacy and monastic devotion
from women, was in no way comparable to the modern priesthood for
men. Each of the deities had its own particular priesthood, which was linked to
a specific trade, as folk memories and guild legends clearly show. This very
peculiar hierarchy was also responsible for the education of the youth,
especially the aristocratic youth, who were instructed in all courtly arts at the
"sanatoriums".

As long as the old belief in Wuotan, which had already developed from
the old natural religion, could continue to develop undisturbed, the magic
practiced in practice also developed like a structured science, which it
actually was as a "priestly secret doctrine". To the people, however, magic
was regarded as a sacral-mystical act connected with the priestly dignity, as
an act of consecration granted only to them by the gods. But when
Christianity finally triumphed over the Wuotan cult in Germany, the Church
was unable to suppress the belief in magic and miracles. It was therefore
initially forced to tolerate the old pagan belief in miracles as a secondary
belief, although it fought it with all its might. In the end, the Church remained
victorious by destroying the places where the belief in magic and miracles
was cultivated, the old schools of priests, and thus eradicating the teachers.
Only the exoteric part of the Wuotan cult remained in the folk memory, and
was secretly cultivated by the people without the priesthood, and passed on
misunderstood from generation to generation. But this was shapeless
ceremonial stuff, a misunderstood jumble of formulas, because the customs,
no longer guided by science, lost their way on the paths of mysticism.
Through banishment and persecution,

*) See: "Wurmbauer, Wurmgarten, Wurmbrand".
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the ground was removed from the belief, it froze in the empty, meaningless magic
ritual, which now formed the shell around a grain of old mythical truth, but which
had long since slumbered misunderstood in the wrapping, like the germ in the
seed.

However, what we call superstition today arose from secondary belief via
superstition.

But it was not only magic alone that was taught by the healers at the priestly
schools of the Germanic sanctuaries, but also the art of poetry (Nordic Scalden
art) with all the related secondary subjects, which were also kept secret from the
people. These included runic lore and the art of hiding deep meaning in
ambiguous language, which was understandable only to those in the know, while
what was told or sung appeared to the layman as a fairy tale. It is doubtless that
this art of poetry, which was concerned with putting a second hidden meaning into
any narrative, which could only be understood by the initiated, gave the next
occasion for the rhyme of staves, and that it was precisely the staves, namely the
words emphasized by the initial sound, which as so-called characteristic words
must have been the bearers of the "Zwiesage", the second hidden meaning of the
narrative.

This gave rise to myths that personified natural processes, depicting
them as deeds of the gods and later even as heroic deeds. Later, political
messages may even have been clothed in this ambiguous artistic
language, which were passed on orally by laymen without them knowing
their meaning. The extent to which this way of keeping secrets still lives on
among the German people today may be demonstrated by the ritual with
which the various craft guilds introduce those who have been "taken in
and taken up" according to old custom and introduce them with ambiguous
words, handles and signs. This is the case, for example, with the Freemasons.

A more recent researcher, H. H. G. F. Schliep, calls this peculiar type
of poetry "Zwiesage", and promises to solve many a riddle in the future by
deciphering it.

It may be emphasized, however, that even in the earliest primitive days the
Teutons had already risen from the dichotomy of nature to the trinity; a mediator
arose between light and darkness. Thus in German faith, as in German life, there
are innumerable trinities, all of which refer to birth or origin, to

10
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life or work and finally point to death or passing away with the thought of rebirth.

This ancient tripartite division permeates the whole of Germanic culture and
is the key to its mythology, and therefore also the key to deciphering the sacred
runes which the Germanic people have indelibly engraved on their heritage.

A mountain peak from which one first saw the rising sun, a rocky pinnacle
which was first illuminated by the sun's fire, a friendly valley with a refreshing
spring, or a wildly rugged rocky outcrop in which the snow still clings to the gullies
long after the arrival of spring - these were the incidental characteristics that made
such places places places of worship. In the deep forest, surrounded by
intergrown ash, oak, beech and other trees that had not been desecrated by an
axe, a clearing was created, the place of sacrifice. In its center stood the sacrificial
stone, with an artificially raised mound with a round tower leading to the
subterranean dwellings of the "Healing Councilors" offered the hidden entrance.
A particularly large tree stood in the clearing as a representative of the great world
tree, the world ash tree Schreckrol3 (Iggdrasil). A lake, stream or river, or at least
an underground well, was a must.

There were many such sanctuaries in the vast Germanic lands, and they
can still be recognized today, despite the fact that more than a thousand years
have passed since the last sacrificial flame burned on them.

Here, the people belonging to the district of the sanctuary gathered at
certain times, at the new and full moon, on the feast of the birth of the sun and the
year (Christmas) on Perchtentag, at the spring festivals, at the summer solstice
and at the harvest festival. From these festivals, however, three main festivals
emerged, which are still known today as the three holy days: the spring festival,
the midsummer festival and the harvest festival or Mihilading.

Everyone brought their sacrifice and their livelihood. The sacrificial animals
were male and, depending on the sacrificial ceremonial, of a pure white or pure
black color. However, the sacrificial animals were not burnt whole, but only certain
parts, such as the heart, intestines, mesentery and the like, which parts are still
separated today by the " butcher" ( Selcher) and the butcher out of old custom. In
dialect and depending on the animal species, these types of meat are called
"Gebiitt" (from "bieten", to offer), also "Bruckfleisch" or "Jung".

11
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These pieces of flesh were burnt after the future had been proclaimed in
obscure words from the convulsions of the heart and the devouring of the entrails.
The sacred tree was watered with the blood, but the sacrificial head was either
put on a pole (envy pole), placed on a sacrificial bowl or otherwise kept in the
sanctuary. The rest was boiled, not roasted, and eaten together by the
participants in the sacrifice. The threefold division is also evident here.

Watering the sacrificial tree with sacrificial blood was intended to create
new life by moistening it; the communal meal, combined with the sacrificial part
consumed by fire as the food of the deity, was regarded as the continuation of life
as a living being, and the sacrificial head, which fell victim to decay, was
consecrated to the ephemeral.

Just as Wuotan, Wili, Weh, as later Wuotan, Donar, Loki, (Kaspar, Melchior,
Balthasar) or Fraya, Frouwa, Helia, correspond to this tripartite division as birth,
life, death, but in themselves form an indivisible whole, s o this sacrificial
tripartite division corresponds to the Germanic basic idea of the unified trinity in a
single sacrificial ceremony.

Of course, not only specific animals were sacrificed to the various divine
personifications, but also specific professional classes (guilds, guilds) were
sacrificed; only the healing councilors ruled over the sacrificial priests of their
noble office instead of the nomen.

To name but a few, the blacksmiths sacrificed the white sacrificial
steeds to Wuotan and Froh, while the millers sacrificed the flour. The human
sacrifices, namely the executions of criminals who had offended against these
two deities, were carried out jointly by the blacksmith and the miller. Thus it
came about that even in the Middle Ages the custom still prevailed here and
there that the miller had to hold the ladder to the gallows for the poor sinner.

The butchers and butchers sacrificed the bull or ox to Donar the Thunderer,
but the "Pfister" (bakers) sacrificed the bread.

The goat and the flax were sacrificed to Frouwa, the mother of the gods, by
the honorable guild of "weavers and garment tailors", from whose ancient
priesthood the mocking nickname "Schneider Meck-Meck", referring to the
sacrificial animal, still originates today.

That these sacrificial meals, especially those of the three great things
commanded, are also accompanied by an enormous libation, the so-called
"Minnetrunk" were connected, need only be mentioned, just as little

12
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It will be strange that festive songs and other amusements were associated
with it, for the Germanic worship was a cheerful one, just as the Germanic
tribes themselves were always cheerful. They only became dull fools several
centuries later.

That on these days of sacrifice, however, judgment and popular
deliberations were also held, in which, of course, the kings as It is understandable
that the "sons of the sun" presided. If the situation was difficult or dangerous, the
gods themselves were consulted in the form of oracles. They threw rune sticks,
cast lots, investigated the flight of the birds, the movement of the clouds, listened
to the neighing of the horses or other actions of the "wise" animals.

If, however, this peculiar division of the male sacrificers is not to be
regarded as the actual priesthood, which is even more probable because of the
designation of the "godsend", since it can be assumed that they merely served as
"sacrificers" to the actual priesthood, then only the king remains as the supreme
judge, who acted as the actual priest. Here again we see the threefold division:
king, judge, priest.

So there was only one priest in each state of the Germans, and this
one priest was king and judge.

But there was another class of priests in Germany, and this was the large
group of priestesses.

Among no people in the world did women enjoy such veneration as among
the Germanic tribes. It is a mistake to claim that Christianity first liberated women
through its cult of women. If we look at women among the peoples who boast of
being the oldest Christians, we find that they have been degraded to the status of
beasts of burden, slaves to the mostly lazy and crude man. "Women are silent in
the assembly!" is a well-known saying, and in the first centuries the church was
hostile to women. Even today, this hostile attitude can still be seen in the celibacy
and many other church statutes. It was not until the German Middle Ages that
German women's service triumphed and drove the glorious blossoming of the
Marian cult, with which the German woman regained the glory of her former
divinity.

Thus there were women among the Germans who distinguished themselves
by their superior wisdom; but this is easily explained.

13
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The pure, infallible feeling for nature was lost in men in the wild bustle of
battle, in the struggle for acquisition, but was preserved far longer by women, who
lived more in the interior of the home, in the narrower but not smaller circle of
their destiny. Of the lost inwardness of God-consciousness, all that remained for
men was the recognition and appreciation of that sense of humanity which
women had retained. Just as truth always wins the victory of recognition in the
end, so this feeling of respect led men to that high veneration of women which
only the Germans knew and which Tacitus so praisingly commemorates.

The later in time, however, the more there were only a few women in whom
such originality of spirit was preserved in all its purity, who attained the fame of an
Aurinia or a Veleda. The ancients were quite right when they ascribed something
divine to these women; it was nothing other than the original divine that shone
forth from them, which we still love above all things in our women today, when we
find it. This divine quality of women is still best described today as inwardness.

The trinity can also be found in the priestesses; numerous folk tales
have them transformed into threes, mention their three names and expressly
report of the third that she is black in color, just as this is also reported of the third
of the Magi. Today the people still know three generic names of unholy women,
which also reflect their threefold unity. It knows witches, it knows truds, just as it
knows whales; these three distinctions correspond to the ftrilogies of the gods
"Wuotan, Donar, Loki", "Fraya, Frouwa, Helia", as well as the Norn trinity "Urda,
Werdandi and Schuld."

And just as the " number three as a unit" is the basis here, in the sense of
coming into being, further development or reigning, and passing away to become
something new, so the very same three permeated the overall structure of the
people from the smallest germ to the completed state as "law and religion", as
"law and religion". "Wehrkraft," and as "Erwerbskraft," or organized according to
classes as "Lehrstand,” "Wehrstand" and "Nahrstand. It is on this mighty three-
pillar foundation that the Germans' state-founding power, unanimously
recognized by all ages, rests as if on an ore-cast foundation.
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It was only with Charles the Butcher that the system of the highly developed
constitutional state of the Germanic tribes was shaken to its foundations and
destroyed. He destroyed the mighty German kingdoms of the Saxons, Bavarians
and Lombards and endowed Germany with serfdom, the propertyless "Hoérstand"
as the fourth estate. This brought all the subsequent calamities upon Germany,
which have only begun to be vigorously combated in our own day. May the fates
grant that after the final elimination of the fourth estate, the "Hérstand", the old
three pillars of Germanness may attain renewed stability.

Our native soil now holds all of this in sacred runes. Even if the old primeval
forests have been replaced here and there by road paving, in most cases the
native forest still rustles above the old healing place, albeit as a modern cultivated
forest.

How pleasant it is to dream in such a primeval sanctuary deep in the beech
forest! The beautifully curved fern fronds nod light green around the bluish-grey
rock, from which the rich brown moss cushions invite you to a refreshing rest. The
miracle flower "forget-me-not" shines forth at the edge of the murmuring spring,
whose turbulent, anemone-colored waters murmur so mysteriously, full of the
early days when the gods still roamed this grove.

Delicate mists float between the columns of the beech trees, and the
song of the nightingale can be heard in the triple trill.

Our chests swell more mightily, our senses are sharper and more sensitive,
and our soul hears the language of God speaking to us again: "Even if the solar
law of the Germans has taken a back seat to the clouds of Roman law, it is
still only a solar eclipse; the sad time of the twilight of its gods has not yet
come for the German people!"
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German mythological monuments in the

surroundings of Vienna

Snow-covered by the snow, beaten by the rain,

m deceived by the dew, | was dead for a long time.
Edda, Begtamskvidha.

an has become accustomed to assuming that our beautiful Lower
Austria, especially the wider surroundings of Vienna, is inhabited by a
conglomerate of peoples of all possible races and tribes, based on the
erroneous opinion that the storms of the migration of peoples had
turned this part of the country into a deserted wasteland, which was
destroyed and was only colonized again by the Frankish conquests

N
Fpoen

o

at the beginning of the ninth century. The German in Austria has forgotten too
much to regard his land as a sacred ancestral estate; he has forgotten to seek a
trace on this clod of the fathers, as if he were not indigenous here, but
acclimatized, like the German in America; he looks over to the banks of the
Rhine, up to the homeland of the Edda as if to the distant ancestral earth, and
overlooks the sacred runes which his direct ancestors, as masters of the land,
have indelibly engraved on this land, which has preserved the memory of their
mighty progonal work more faithfully than the ungrateful epigones themselves.

It wasn't always like this; when the proud double column "Hohenstauffen-
Babenberg" towered boldly in the air, things were different. At that time, in the
beautiful heyday of minnesong, that glorious literary epoch, the noblest and best
of the minnesingers in Austria prided themselves on having learned to sing and
say at the "minniglicher Hof zu Wienne", and this "minniglicher Hof" had taken
over the role of leader, and it is only half forgotten that it outshone that of the
Wartburg. The Song of the Nibelungs connects the Danube and the Rhine with
an unbreakable bond, and the Amelungen saga, like that of the Nibelungs, has its
linguistic monuments in the country.
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How this could be forgotten is left unexamined here; for today it suffices to
state the fact that such recognition means an awakening, as experience teaches.

The assumption regarding the prehistory of Lower Austria, which was
previously considered irrefutable and almost solidified into a historical dogma, can
be briefly outlined in the following sentences: "The migration of peoples and the
Avar storms completely depopulated today's Lower Austria. After the expulsion of
the Avars from these regions by the Frankish conqueror Charles, the land was
abandoned. Charles colonized it and introduced Christianity here. Charles won it
for the German lands."

Dear reader, don't believe a word of all this. Modern science has called new
"witnesses" before the forum of world history, and they testify that all this is error
and untruth.

It is true that those pages of our domestic chronicle which commemorate
those "distant" days have been badly sullied and rendered almost illegible by the
seething steam of blood and the smouldering conflagration of nations, and that
the few written and chiselled documents which have been saved for our days
seem to confirm the above dogmatic statements; but even then the art of
whitewashing in war bulletins was already well understood.

The historical sources of those days flow from Roman or Frankish pens,
and the historian who relies on these alone faces the same dilemma as his
colleague of a future millennium who would want to write the German war of
1870/71 according to the "Moniteur" alone; he too would then be able to tell of
"deserted wastelands" and the like quite gracefully.

Now, however, the youngest children of historical science, anthropology
and etymology and their close relatives geology, have discovered and established
the aforementioned zeniths, which | would like to call "anthropological
genealogical pages", and which quite powerfully correct those dogmatic doctrines
of history.

These "anthropological genealogical pages" now consist of prehistoric
monuments from Germanic-mythological prehistory, and are divided into three
main groups, namely:

A. Piled up in real monuments of stone and earth, or contained in other
remains;

B. in Monuments of Language;
C. in myths, legends and folk customs.
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Before these mychological monuments are to be sought out in the
landscape, the result of the rectification of Austrian prehistory may be set
down here in brief outline.

The first error to be corrected concerns the southern border of Germania,
which is considered to be the Danube. The peoples still living on the right
(southern) bank of the Danube in Roman times are wrongly considered to be
Celts.*) These areas, called Noricum and Upper Pannonia by the Romans,
were inhabited by the Boyers, a branch of the Bavarian-Swabian, i.e.
Germanic, Bolker family. This shifted the southern border of Germania far
down into southern Styria, where German, Romanic and Slavic tribes still
clash more fiercely than ever.

The Danube, however, still became the northern border of the world-
dominating Rome. Here, for half a millennium, the world empire wrestled with
Germanic, or let's call a spade a spade, German freedom. Here on this vast
lowland plain through which the Danube flowed, the Vienna Basin, the Romans
gathered their center of power in Carnuntum**), which, like two storm clouds
rubbing against each other, meant that the Germans on the left (northern) bank of
the Danube, in view of Carnuntum, had their center of power in a mighty fortress
and royal city, which we will call "Stili-frieda"***),The two places now faced each
other for almost five hundred years, until Carnuntum finally fell in 375, until in that
year the Germans broke through the stronghold of Rome there and poured their
armies over Aquileia into Italy through this breach, which had become a gateway
to the nations, in an unstoppable flood of peoples, their swords clashing; until at
last from this soil

*) The Celts who lived south of the Danube in pre-Roman times had been pushed far
southwards by the Germanic tribes long before the Romans arrived on the Danube. Only remnants of
them remained in the "Alpmwinkel".

**) Carnuntum'’s field of ruins lies between Petronell and Deutsch-Altenburg on the Danube. -
The author's historical novel "Carnuntum" (Berlin, G. Grotetsche Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1S8S, 2 vols.)
describes these battles between Germany and Rome on the basis of years of topographical studies on
both sides of the Danube. The results of this research, in the form of a historical novel, present a very
different picture of these events than was previously imagined according to the usual school of
thought.

***) Today Stillfried an der March.
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Odovakar (Odoacer) moved to Rome, overthrew the Western Roman Empire and
became the first German king of Rome.

Here on this classic ground of the history of the peoples of the peoples, on
which for more than two thousand years all the peoples of the old world have
fought with German courage, only to be defeated here, where in more than
seventy battles the iron dice of the peoples' destinies were rolled, showing world
history a different course, here a second Teutoburg battle was fought, richer in
success than the first, even if less well known than it; but it broke the throne of the
Caesars, defeated the old world in order to build a new one on its ruins.

The descendants of the conquerors of Rome still dwell on this sacred earth,
the epigones of those who fertilized it with Roman blood and liberated it with their
own, from whose midst the first German king of Rome emerged. This people
should honor themselves and their ancestors by erecting a monument to
Odovakar.

Now came the Migration Period, that epoch of history® which is one of the
most misunderstood in all of world history. Again we see the old reports retold
uncritically and literally, we see the map become a chessboard and the
peoples become chess pieces, changing residences or disappearing
altogether with monkey-like speed. Even the word "people" in its still used
today double meaning would have this misunderstanding could have been
clarified if one had remembered the expression "war peoples”, which,
although outdated, nevertheless here and here and there still applied is still
used here and there.

The times when peoples really migrated, such as the time of the
migration of peoples erroneously is believed, fall in far earlier historical
days, if this ever happened at all. Only a nomadic tribe can migrate, but not
a people, and in the days of the "migration of peoples" there were no
longer any nomads in our country. The Germanic peoples practiced
agriculture, animal husbandry, mining, even trade, they were settled and
had long been governed by the Walkers in the federation of states
according to uniform German law, and for these reasons were inseparably
bound to the clod they still inhabit today.

But exactly the same causes, only in a different form, as the exodus of
the "Europe weary" today, explain those peoples' exodus.*)

*) From Fabiana, today's Mautern in Lower Austria.
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The "laws of succession”, which as feudal laws and in the indivisibility of
peasant estates still clearly show their effects to this day, those laws of
succession which only recognized the first-born, but left the second-born
without property, created a proletariat according to modern terms, and this,
after seeing Rome weak, gathered as a following around a second-born king's
son and went out to plunder and acquire land. They set out under the name of
their ancestral people, but independently of them. The possessing part of the
people, however, remained immovably seated in the ancient marches and
lands.

If such an army of nations was victorious, it took one third of the cultivated
land from the vanquished, while two thirds remained with the vanquished; it
formed the nobility of the conquered land and gave it its name, while the
vanquished were distributed among the victors as subjects, who, in addition to the
two thirds remaining to them as property, still had to cultivate the one third as
"Herrenucker" in the root. If the attack was unsuccessful, if the army of nations
was defeated by the attackers, they became servants and the name of the army of
nations perished. This explains the often long wanderings of peoples, the
appearance and disappearance of the names of peoples, and the emergence of
the nobility and the propertied peasantry. But it should be noted that all this took
place without the people itself changing its seats, which remained attached to the
clod; and this was because this was not permitted by the law of nations, which
was held sacred by all Germanic peoples of war at that time, and which was not
subject to the "winner only a third part of the cultivated land as a "winning lot",
finds its justification and explanation.

Only the Avars changed this custom, as they were not a farming people;
they therefore demanded tribute in materials. However, since they also remained
and lived in the land for more than a century, and since viticulture, for example,
was not lost during this time, this proves that they did not devastate the land out of
prudence and self-preservation, but rather spared the land. The Song of the
Nibelungs, which preserves the memory of the Avars' reign from folk tradition,
confirms the proverb, "Where Avarenrosse stomps, there grows no more grass"
certainly not.

But now came the Franks with their land-hungry Charles. He was the first to
disregard international law; he took all property from the conquered and reduced
them even lower than servants by turning them into propertyless serfs. But in order
to gain advantage
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he introduced Christianity as a state institution in order to give a semblance of
justification and to dominate the conquered not only physically but also
psychologically. However, this was an unfounded pretext, as Christianity had
already existed in the country centuries before him, as can be seen from
numerous church foundations and legends of saints. He was not at all interested
in the church as such, but only in a good police force and the church seemed to
him to be the most suitable for this.

Only those who were baptized received their former property back as
"fiefdoms", they had become " serfs without property". Those who did not
take baptism had to flee or fall to the executioner; their property, which
had already become ownerless, was "King's property", it fell to the "Fiscus
regius." - Charles, however - although he is called the Great - had not been able
to rise to the modern idea of the state, which was already well known to the
Germanic tribes at the time. He felt and presented himself only as a large
landowner, he knew no state treasure, but treated all crown property as his direct
private property. His vassals were therefore really nothing more than his estate
managers.

Now followed the founding of parishes and monasteries, which were
supposed to be colonizations, but in reality only included the monastery and parish
staff, or the family of the new lord, or the new nobility, since the old one lost its
rights as the defeated one. The people, however, continued to scurry about on the
land and remained the same, just as they still are today, having settled here for at
least three millennia; the vast majority of them, having become leaderless, bent
their necks to the yoke and sighed and endured their fate. However, in Lower
Austria itself we still have noble families that reach back to pre-Carolingian, or what
is the same, to Germanic-pagan days, and these also count as "monuments”.*)

The picture of that distant, vigorous period of patriotic prehistory thus
appears, sketched out in broad strokes, and it hardly needs any special reference
to the enormous difference between what has been assumed so far and what is
explained here.

If we now turn our attention to our "anthropological genealogical pages”,
specifically to their first group: "the factual monuments piled up of earth and
stone", we will first answer the question of where they are located.

*) See: "Wurmbauer, Wurmgarten, Wurmbrand" in this book.
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Opposite the Romans' main place of arms, Carnunt, on the left bank of the
Danube, lay the southern German pole of power, which - as we have said
"Stilifrieda", towards which center of power the power of the people
radiated for many centuries, and when it succeeded in overthrowing Carnunt and
inflicting the death wound on Rome there, the German flood of weapons spread
from this breach across the country again, in an unstoppable surge towards
Rome.

This is why we find the greatest number of such monuments where the
March flows into the Danube, which become less and less dense towards the
north and west, which is why we find the most numerous monuments on the right
bank, where Carnuntum stood, i.e. on re-liberated German soil, which spread out
to the south and west like sam in a radial attenuation over the two Wienerwald
districts.

These monuments, of which Lower Austria alone counts over a hundred,
consist of temple sites, burial mounds and fortifications. The former two consist of
earth fillings, more rarely of stone settings, because stones are too rare and
precious a material in the wide plains and low hilly country, since, as is well
known, there are no erratic blocks in the Marchfeld.

To begin with the most outstanding building of this kind, we might think of
the large "Hausberg" of Stronegg. It covers an area of 12,000 square meters, has
a circumference of 340 steps and, with a labyrinthine winding rampart, comprises
an oval cone that rises 12 meters high and covers an area of 5,000 square
meters, as well as a pyramid rising on a square base at a height of 475 meters
and covering an area of 240 square meters. This imposing structure, which is
completely preserved, is the largest in the world! The famous three tombs of the
gods near Old Upsala in Sweden are 1 meter taller, while the largest "Mons" in
the Adjusted States of North America only covers around 6000 square meters of
space.

It is not lines, inconspicuous, hard-to-recognize hills that have fallen to the
plough, no, real buildings, earthworks that required the unified strength of
hundreds of hands to be thrown up with the shovel to tower over the houses of
the village like mountains. Not enough of that; the "tumulus" of "Unter-
Ganserndorf", which rises in a circle and terraces.
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bears the local cemetery on its plateau, proof of its greatness and unforgettable
sanctification. Other similar buildings support or surround Christian churches, a
fact to which we will refer again later, occasionally in the linguistic monuments.

If we now look at the shapes of these structures, we find the most diverse
types, each of which i s represented in several parallel appearances. For example,
the simple conical or mound-shaped tumulus, then those with a surrounding ditch
or with a surrounding single and double rampart and ditch, as well as single,
double and triple ramparts without tumuli. All of the above-mentioned structures
are circular, but there are also square-based pyramids with or without a ditch;
there are also some, such as the colossal work at Stronegg, which combine both
forms, even on a smaller scale, as well as linked tumuli.

Far more enigmatic and far more interesting than these above-ground
structures, however, are the underground ones, which Lower Austria and the
nearby Moravian and Hungarian border regions possess in such rich numbers and
extent that only in Bavaria can similar earthworks be found, which are completely
identical in terms of layout and technology.

On average, such artificial caves consist of chambers 2 to 4 meters long, 0.5
to 2 meters wide, and 0.5 to 3 meters high; larger dimensions can rarely be
observed. Constructed on a mostly regular, rectangular ground plan, the walls run
upwards in a pointed arch, rarely in a round arch, which was the final form of the
ceiling due to the reduced risk of collapse, whereby of course no architectural style
should be considered.

The chambers are connected and accessible by numerous, jumbled
corridors, which often - presumably to confuse uninitiated intruders - form true
passages that are often interrupted by vertically sunk shafts. These shafts formed
the traps for the uninitiated, according to the system of wolf pits.

Incidentally, good ventilation is ensured; air shafts lead vertically outwards
from chambers and corridors, often several of them from one hall; the pleasure is
pure, easy to breathe, the chest never feels constricted. But other shafts also lead
from this artificial underworld to the upper world. These lead in an oblique direction
from funnel-shaped niches, which
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narrow rapidly into the open like a sound pipe. These are undoubtedly
mouthpieces intended for oracle purposes, to allow the voice of God or the spirit
to emerge from the earth.

The finish is the same in all of them, only the smoothing of the walls is
different. While in one cave you can still clearly see the traces of the digging
tools, others have been carefully smoothed, one might almost say polished, and
seem to have been covered with a fine clay plaster, which here and there comes
off in fine flakes. There is no brickwork anywhere.

After this general characterizing description, some special descriptions may
be appropriate here.

One of the two "sleeping rooms" is of particular interest. The "chambers" of
the cave system, or as the people say, the "Erdstalle" of Ruppersthal. This is
an irregular trapezoid with truncated corners; two passages open into it, one
at the front opposite the camp, the other to the left of the passage leading
through the first. At the narrower front of the chamber there is a platform-like
inclined surface, from the foot end of which a narrow step-like extension runs
along the right-hand wall, only ending at the mouth of the passage, next to
which it begins again and runs to the second, left-hand passage mouth. There
are two niches in the wall between the bedstead and the mouth of the aisle,
the smaller of which was used to hold the lamp, but the other, being
considerably larger, may have served as a cupboard. At the head of the
dormitory, a kind of jelly-like structure extends across the wall, which was
probably used for the same purpose as the large niche, namely as a place to
store tools, weapons and the like.

A no less strange hall confronts us in the "pillar hall" of the infinitely ramified
earth stable of Erdbcrg. At a height of 2 meters, this chamber is 3.4 meters long
and appears to be supported on the left by three pillars carved out of the loess
(sandy loam soil), behind which a kind of jelly of very modest dimensions (only 80
centimeters high and 40 centimeters wide) emerges.

But Erdberg also has two other highly interesting chambers. One forms an
ellipse with two straight ends, in each of which there is a seating niche, while
benches run along the curved longitudinal walls like in the sleeping chamber of
Ruppersthal. However, these benches are not made of wood, but are cut out of
the living ground by the digging worker. The special feature

24



The German Mythological Landscape

The most striking feature of this hall, however, is that instead of the light tables, in
the sharp angles of the four corners, there are light consoles cut out of the loess,
a unicum that is not repeated anywhere. This room was a "hall of the council”;
today we would call it a salon. Every larger earth stable has one, such as the one
at Roschitz with eight seating niches, one of which serves as a step to the corridor
leading into it. These halls always form the end of the whole system, and are
always kept in a form that differs from the other chambers and makes them
particularly distinctive; often even semicircular, like half a beehive seen from the
inside.

Undoubtedly the most interesting of all these final chambers is again found
in the Erdberg mounds. In plan, it forms a surface bounded by a circular segment
of about two-thirds circumference and a straight line and rises in a dome-shaped
vault over two meters, while the straight flat wall above the entrance slopes
vertically and shows only a light recess. The circumference of the rounding,
however, is five meters and again contains eight seating niches, above which the
vault is vaulted like a shell and in such a way that it converges in even ridges
towards the center, where a horizontal slice measuring about 40 centimeters
appears, from which a vertical shaft leads outwards.

These subterranean earthworks usually also correspond to the legends
of "sunken" castles; the people knew of the buildings that belonged above
ground to the subterranean ones, and which have long since disappeared
because they were made of wood. | have brought these buildings to life with
figures in my novel Carnuntum, so let me spoil it with regard to this poem.

The question as to whether these ninth-seal labyrinths were dwellings,
places of worship or columbaria can probably be answered by saying that they
were primarily winter dwellings and storerooms, and in special cases served cult
purposes. Given the conservative character of each cult, they continued to serve
cultural customs long after the winter dwellings had generally become above-
ground, and served the Wuotans cults even after they had given way to
Christianity and had degenerated into but-belief; indeed, they may even still serve
them here and there today. Even as a hiding place for light-shy riff-raff, or as a
shelter for the unfortunate. The notorious robber Grasl, who ravaged Lower
Austria at the beginning of this century
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had defied all investigations in these burrows for many years. "He was as if he
had sunk into the earth" say the reports of his pursuers; indeed, he had actually
slipped behind the bushes into the burrows known only to him. On the occasion of
the visit we will pay to the Hermannskogel, we find a similar earth stable inhabited
by a modern hermit for eight years without anyone suspecting it beforehand. The
series of mainly religious buildings is completed by a number of stone
settlements, such as the Steinallee on the Stolzenberg and the Hangende Stein
on the Anninger near Medling. The religious buildings are now followed by the
fortifications, several of which can be found on both banks of the Danube, the
most imposing of which are those of the old square royal town of "Stilifrieda". In a
total length of 1900 meters, huge firewalls, rising to a height of 12 meters, enclose
an area of 27 hectares, and the fortification would still require a significant army
force to hold or take it today, not counting long-range weapons. However, the
people who erected such mighty structures were, as we will prove below, a pre-
Germanic, a Germanic people. The classical soil of world history on which we
stand is primeval Germanic soil; here our fathers fought for German freedom from
the Romans, the Avars, Huns and Magyars, the Mongols and Slavs; here the
Habsburg defeated the Przemyslid and founded Austria.

If we are impressed by the surprising number of monuments of our
ancestors devoted to the cult of Wuota