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INTRODUCTION

It is intended in the “Tantrik Text Series” of which the
present is the first volume, to print hitherto unpublished
Tantras, or Tantrik works, or to reprint such as have become
scarce or were issued in an incomplete form.

Particular Tantras have been from time to time printed by
others, such as the well-known Mahanirvana, and the Kalj,
Meru, and other Tantras ; the Prana-tosini, Tantrasara, Sara-

di-tilaka, Saktinanda-tarangini, Sat-cakra-nirgpana, Pava-

navijaya-svarodaya, and similar Tantrik works and compendia.
The chief collection is that edited by Sriyukta Rasika Mohana
Chattopadhyaya, who has published in Bengali character at
Calcutta, some forty Tantras and other Tantrik works, viz :—
Mundamal3, Sikta-krama, Maya, - Bhiuta-§uddhi, Kaulikar-
cana-dipikd, Kubjika, Vi§va-sira, Puragcarana-rasollasa
géktinanda-taraﬁgim, Nila, Todala, Gandharva, Rudra-
yamala ( Uttara-bhaga ), Gupta-sidhana, Gayatri, Phetkarini,
Niruttara, Mahacinacara-krama, Nirvana, Krama-dipika-
Mantra-kosa, Yogini, Kularnava, Kamakhya, Kankalamalini,
Matrka-bheda, Kaimadhenu, Mah3-nirvana, Sanatkumara,
Sarada-tilaka, Tripurasara-samuccya, Uddamaregvara,
Kaulavali, Mantramahodadhi, Brhannila, Tarirahasya, Radha
and Syamairahasya.

A smaller collection of some of the same Tantras has been
published at Calcutta in Devanagari by Pandit Jivananda
Vidyasagara. The latter series includes Kularnava, Tara-
rahasya, Tripurasara-samuccaya, = Mahanirvana, Yogini,
Rudrayamala ( Uttara-bhaga ), Syamarahasya Tantras; the
Saradatilaka, Prana-tosini, Tantramahodadhi ; also a collec-
tion of smaller works on “Magic” ( Indrajila ) entltled Indra-
jalavidya-samgraha. :
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A very large amount of work has, however, yet to be done
before anything like an adequate collection of the most import-
ant of extant MSS. is made. These are yearly being lost Of
yed, and if the ancient Sastra is to be preservgd, steps

destro
must be taken for that purpose at once. The extent of the
Tantra S3stra may in a small degree be made apparent by &

reference to the groups ( of 64 Tantras each ) which have been

assigned to the regions known as Visnu-kranta, Ratha-kranta

and Aéva-kl‘inti.
The following Tantras are assigned by the Mahasiddha-

sira Tantra to the several regions though there are differences
of opinion as regards particular Tantras. Thus in the first list
some would exclude the Tantrantara and include the Yogar-
nava. Some Tantras appear in more than one of these lists.
The Tantras of the Visnu-kranta are said to include the
following —

1. Siddhigvara, 2. Kali-tantra, 3. Kularanva, 4. Jfanar-
s. Nila-tantra, 6. Phetkari, 7. Devyagama, 8. Uttara,

pava,
o &ri krama, I0. Siddhi-yamala, 11. Matsya-sukta, 12. Sid-
dhasara, 13- Siddhi-sarasvata, 14. Varahi, 15. Yogini, 16.

i gavimat‘@im’ 17. Nitya-tanra, 18. Sivﬁgama 19
Camundd, 20 Mundamala, 21. Haﬁsa—Maheévara: 22.
Niruttara, 23 Kulaprakagaka, 24. Devikalpa, 25. Gandixarva'
L6, Kriyasira, 27. Niba.ndha, 28. Svatantra, 29. Sammohan;
2 Tantra-rija, 31. Lalita, 32. Radha, 33. Malini, 34. Rudr-
yamala, 35. B];hat-Srikrama, 36. Gavaksa, 37. Sukumudini
58. vishuddhesvara, 39 Mailini-vijaya, 40. Samayica :
e Bhairavi, 42 Yoginihrdaya, 43. Bhairava, 44 ySazra’
umara, 45 Yoni, 46. Tantrantara, 47. Navara'tneévaat-
48, Kula-cadamani, 49 Bhivacidamani, 5o. Deva-prak‘ta’
e Kamakhya, 52. Kamadhenu, 53. Kumari, 54 Bhfsa,
damara, 55- Yiamala, 56. Brahma-yamala 5’7 V 1_1‘33-‘

5 £ 3 . Vi§vasara
58. Mahiakala, 59: Kuloddiga, 60. Kulamrta, 61 Kub"k"
65 Yantra-cintémani, 63. Kali-vilasa, 64. M.éyt:ztan;ra 41
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The following are given as Ratha-kranta Tantras :—
1. Cinmaya 2. Mastya-sikta, 3  Mahisa-mardinj,
4. Matrkodaya, 5. Hamsa-Mahesvara, 6. Meru,
Mahanila, 8. Mahanirvapa, 9. Bhita-damara, 10. Deva-
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damara, 11. Bija-cintamani, 12. Eka-jata, 13. Vasudeva-

rahasya, 14. Brhad-gautamiya, 135. Varpoddbrti, 16. Chha-

yanila, 17. Brhad-yoni, 18. Brahma-jfiana, 19. Garuda,

20. Varna-vilasa, 21. Bala-vilasa, 22.  Puradcarapa-
Puragcarana-rasollasa, 24.  Paficadagi,

candrika, 23.
25. Picchila, 26. Prapafica-sira, 27. Paramegvara, 28.

Navaratnedvara, 29. Naradiya, 30. Nagarjuna, 31. Yoga-
sira, 30. Daksinamirti, 33. Yogasvarodaya, 34. Yaksi-
nitantra, 35 Svarodaya, 36. Jiianabhairava, 37. Akaga-
bhairava, 38. Rajarajegvari, 39. Revati, 40. Sarasa, 41I.
Indra-jala, 42. Krkalasadipika, 43. Kankalamalini, 44.
Kalottama, 45. Yaksa-dimara, 46. Sarasvati, 47. Sarada,
48. Sakti-sangama, 4o Saktikigama-sarvasva,  50. Sam-
mohini, 51. Acarasira, s2. Cipacdra, 53, Sadamnaiya,
54. Karila-bhairava, 55, Sodhi, 56. Mahalaksmi, s7.
Kaivalya, 58. Kula-sadbhava, 39. Siddhitaddhari, 6o. Kirti-
sira, 61. Kala-bhairava, 62, Uddimare§vara, 63. Maha-
kala, 64. Bhita-bhairava.

The Tantras of Ag¢va-kranta are
following :—

1. Bhita-§uddhi, 2 Gupta-diksa. o
4. Tattva-sara, 5. Varna-sira, 6. Kriya-sara, 7. Gupta-
tantra, 8. Gupta-sira, 9. Brhattodala, 10. Brhan-nirvana,
11. Brhat-kanpkalini, 12. Siddhi-tantra, 13. Kala-tantra,
14. Siva-tantra, 15. Saratsira, 16. Gauri-tantra, 17.
Yoga-tantra, 18. Dharmaka-tantra, 19. Tattva-cintamani,
20. Bindu-tantra, 21. Maha-yogini, 22. Brhad-yogini, 23.
Sivarcana, 24. Sambara, 25. Sqlini, 26, Mah3-malini,
27. Moksa, 28. Brhan-malini, 20. Maha-moksa, 3o.
Brhan-moksa, 31. Gopi-tantra, 32, Bhata-lipi, 33 Kamini,

said to include the

Brhat-sara,
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34. Mohini, 35. Mohana, 36. Samirana, 37. Kama-kesara,
38. Mahi-vira, 39. Cudamani, 4o0. Gurvarcana, 4I.
Gopya, 42. Tiksna, 53. Mangala, 44. Kamaratna, 45. Gopa-
lilamrta, 46. Brahmanda, 47. Cina, 48. Maha-niruttara,
49.  Bhutegvara, so. Gayatri, 3I. Visuddhesvara,
52. Yogarpava, 53. Bheranda, 54. Mantracintamani,
55. Yantracadamani, 56. Vidyullata, 57. Bhubanegvari,
58. Lilavati, 59. Brhac-cina, 6o. Kuraiija, 61I. Jayaradha-
madhava, 62. Ujjasaka, 63. Dhumavati, 64. Siva.

Given the rapid disappearance of MSS., the paucity of
printed texts, and the general ignorance which prevails as to
their subject matter, many at the present day are disposed tO
say that none of these matters have any importance, and that
if the Sastra threatens to pass into oblivion, that is where it
ought to go. Few, if any, of those who take this view have any
knowledge of the subject which they condemn. It will, how-
ever. be sufficient here to say that it must be universally con-
cede’d that the Tantra has firstly historical value, and is second-
ly the only source whence a knowledge of sadhana in all its
aspects fnay be learnt. To the mere student of religions,
therefore, who approaches the matter with an interest which is
pﬁrely historical, the Sistra will be fc.>u§1d t.o be worth his
study apart from the intrinsic value (if in his opinion any)
which it may possess. The answer to the question whether the
exposition of such sidhana has any other than an historical

value, must of course depend upon the point of view of the
reader. That it has such value is a personal opinion for which I
me general reasons elsewhere, which I
hope to elaborate in greater detail at some future time. For
many years past, however, the Sastra has SUFfered.neglect at
the hands of both Indian and European scholars alike, though
of course the Sadhaka has adhered to the Mantra or Sidhana-
Sastra, as it is rightly specifically called, having learnt from the
Guru the key whereby it may be .understood, and gained

have given shortly so

|
|
|
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personal experience of the truth of its claims to be a pra-
tyaksa scripture.  For it is said that it is only by such
initiation ( §7Z-natka-vakiral ) and personal experience that
certain portion of the Sastra can be fully understood. From
whom may the subtle principles of Mantra-tattva be learnt if
not from the accredited exponents of Mantra-§astra ? And the
same may be said of sadhana and Yoga. For the purposes
for which the Sistra was proclaimed the written word and
the knowledge gained therefrom (pustake lZikkita vidyz) of
themselves avail, it is said, but little. And so in the Sat-
cakra-niriipana which is published in the second volume of this
Series, it is said of the Yoga process there described, “It can be
learnt from the Guru alone, and not from ten million S3stras.”

If that be true, this Series will, however, at least serve a
more limited purpose, namely the preservation of a written
record which is now perishing, but which if saved from loss,
will prove both of literary interest to the student, and of real
value to the Sadhaka who reading it with faith, and by the aid
of its authorised expositors, will achieve by its means some
practical result. For how many ‘learned’ there are who pass

through life like the mule laden with books as described by the
Hindu poet? Those for whom it will be so operative must
ordinarily be Hindus. For whilst the general principles of all
religions are, when rightly understood, fundamentally, though
not formally, the same, the sadhana by which they are in prac-
tice realised must necessarily to a considerable extent vary with
the individual and his race. Even here, however, it will be
found that there are matters of general applicability, though
the mode and terms in which they should be presented may
again vary according to the language and ereed of those to
whom their exposition is addressed.  There are also other
subjects of the Tantra-Sastra both of theory and practice,
which when understood will be found to possess a general

scientific and metaphysical interest,
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The works which have been chosen for publication in the
first volume of the series are of the Dictionary Class. It Was
customary with Pandits in past times to make excerpts from
Mantras of such portions as might be of general importance
and of current use Thus the Prakiréntara-R*Iantrﬁbhidhina

- is reputed to be part of the Rudrayamala the first portion of
which, so far as I am aware, is not found. The Matrkani-
ghantu and the Bijanighantu or Mantra-kosa by Bhairava
Rgi are dictionaries of the single vowels and consonants of the
Sanskrit alphabet. Both are now published from ancient MSS.,
for the first time. They give the Tantrika meaning of the
vowels and then of the consonants with a view to facilitate
the understanding of the Tantrika bzjas or mantvas of that
name. These bijas are generally given in the texts in a covert
way. Thus in the Triputa-stotra cited in the Tantra-sdara it is
said “Such as recite the first of thy golden vija, Bakam placed
on Vaknt accompanied by Tyi-marti combined with Sadanka
Bakam vaknisamstha™ trimiarty@ — prajusiant sasankenc
whtam ) attain all prosperity.” This standing by itself is

anintelligible ; but Bakam which ordinarily means a ‘‘crane,”
- o - s £ . :
pec1a1 b77a sense 15 I, Vakhnt or fire is X, Tr-miiyy;

or the Trinity is % and Sasanka or the moon or that j
swhose lap is the hare” or man in the moon, is = mnd,,;
pindu. The bz7a therefore referred to in the stotra is s

. which is the Laksmi-bija, “$rim.” . The wvas,
t thus be understood before tl:lz

in its S

nt of the terms mus
rred to can be read.
gain, the Kali-bija is composed of the first of th
(=) vakni, rati and é7ndu. The last three are ter e
and candrabindu, the ézja referred to being me.s
ce to the Kosa under & will show that by Ratj tzlhz'
vowel is referred to, and that the same vowel has other clat
such as Govinda, Tri-murti, Vamaksi, Kam:{}

a”

potations = Laksmi, Santi d Vai
iz, Maya, Laksmi, Sant and Vaisnavi, Similarly the

bira refe
So a
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meaning of Vahni ( the ¥ é772 ) and of bundu or anusvara may
be learnt.

The . Ekaksara-kosa and Dvyaksara-kosa are of the
same character as the former works, in that the first-named
gives the meanings of words of one letter, and the second of
two lettered words. They are both ancient dictionaries. The
two latter Kosa, however, differ from the Matrkanighantu and
Bija-nighantu, in that the Ekasara and Dvyaksara state
the general literary meaning of the words cited, whereas the
latter gives the Paribkasika or technical meaning according
to Tantra. Thus, whereas & in its general sense means “‘water”,
in its special or technical sense in the Sastra it denotes
Krodhi¢a, one of the Bhairavas. The Ekaksara, though
previously published, has been reprinted as it may be of service
to compare the general and technical meaning of the varne
therein dealt with.

The Bija-nighantu, Matrka-nighantu and Mudra-nighantu
are Divisions of the Mantra-Kosa. The Mudra-nighantu
though it cannot be said to be exhaustive, gives a description of
Mudra in use in both Upasana and Hathayoga. All the
Dictionaries except the Ekaksara are now first printed.

Another work of the Dictionary class which it is hoped to
publish, and which may meanwhile be recommended to those
students of Sastra who are fortunate enough to possess one of
the rare copies now extant, is the Pranakrsna-§abdambudhi
compiled at the instance of Prina-kysna Biswas, as was the
better known and published Tantrik compendium called after
him—the Pranatosini, The first-named work gives the
meaning of a number of terms to be found in this and other
Sastras even though it be sometimes with a terseness which
may seem inadequate to the otherwise uninformed reader. Yet
another work, now out of print, is the Bijoddharakosa by
Daksinamiirti-muni, printed at Benares some 45 years ago. To
introduce, however, variety the second volume of this series con-
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tains the celebrated Satcakraniriipana of Purnananda-svam
being a portion of his very extensive work the Sri-tattva-ciy’
tamani, with notes by Kali-carana and Sankara ; the P 5duk§\
paficaka with notes by the former ; and notes from the Tfks;
of Vi¢vanatha on the second Patala of the Kaiva]}’a'Ka“k;\l
Tantra of which I have so far not come across a copy. Thig
second volume is now ready. The third and fourth volumeS

which are in the press will contain the celebrated Prapaficasary |

which though so frequently cited in Tantrik literature hag
not, I believe, yet been published. It is intended to bring oy
later the Prapaﬁcaséra-sambandha-dipikﬁ and the Prapaiicy_

saravivarana by Padmapadacarya one of the disciples of thg

reat Sankara. The contents of further volumes will be

notified on the appearance of the third.

CALCUTTA, ARTHUR AvALON

Jannary, 1913




PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

Arthur Avalon, the late editor of the Agamanusandhina
Samiti had thought of publishing a revised second edition of
the Tantrabhidhdna quite a long time ago; but this- did
not materialise as he was heavily engaged in editing the
Saradatilaka ( Vols. XVI and XVII) and Prapaiicasara
( Vols. XVIII and XIX) Tantras. Inspite of this heavy
programme, he had already succeeded in securing some and
was on the look out for other new Mss. of the present work.
But unfortunately he passed away in the beginning of the year
1936, leaving this work unfinished. When the first edition
of this work was brought out in 1913, other works of this type
were rarely to be met with, and learned co-operation in the
direction of its publication was also very slow in making its
appearance ; consequently some unfortunate inaccuracies inad-
vertently crept into the book. In the present edition, an
attempt has been made to remove these errors as far as practi-
cable. The text, as published in the first edition, have, in most
places, been enlarged and sometimes altered in the present
edition by a careful collation and comparison of the new
Mss. collected. The former edition consisted of a collection

of...(1) Mantrabhidhana, (2) Prakarantara-Mantrabhidhana,
(3) Ekaksarakosa, (4) Bijanighantu, (5) Matrkanighantu,
(6) Prakarantara-Matrkanighantu and (7) Mudranighantu.
In the present edition besides the above mentioned seven parts,
(1) another Prakarantara-Matrkanighantu, (2) Varpanighantuy,
(3) Bijabhidhana as given in the Bhiitadamara Tantra, (4)
Mantrarthabhidhana as given in the Varada-Tantra and (5)
Varnabijakosa have been included. The Mss. of the two works
(Prakarantara-Matrkanighantu and Varpanighantu) have been
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Secured from the Sanskrit College Library, Calcutta, and the
Govt, Manuscripts Library, Madras, respectively. The texts
of the third and the fourth books (Bhiitajamara and Varada-
Tantras) have been copied from original manuscripts. No second

Copies of Mss. of the first two books could be secured for the
The text secured from the Govt.

Manuscripts Library, Madras, was found to contain numerous
errors which have been corrected as far as possible. The
original texts of the Prakirantara-Mantrabhidhana and the
Mitrkinighagt}u of the first edition, have been revised and
compared with the texts of the same works which are with
the Sanskrit College Library, Calcutta, With the help of the
two Mss, from the Sanskrit College Library, Calcutta, variants
have been usually given in footnotes and sometimes in the body
of the text within brackets. Possible corrections have been
made in Mudranighantu which in the first edition contained
numerous mistakes and omissions. In the very end, in Varna-
bijakoga the Artha of nearly five thousand Tantrika Sabdas have
been added. This addition has been effected because a certain
Artha is always associated with a definite Sabda. This asso-
ciation of a definite Artha with a particular Sabda is unaltera-
ble. Hindu philosophers have bestowed different appellations
on this unalterable association of Sabda and Artha. According
to the followers of Vedanta and Mimarsa schools of philosoth
this Sabdartha-jfiana is known as ‘vacyavacakabhava’ The
Naiyayika philosophers call it ‘vrtti’. This vrtti is ‘sapketa’ and
‘laksana’. Nityasanketa is Sakti. Other philosophers define
it in different ways, If the significance of vacyavacakatva
or sanketa be not realised, it is not possible to understand
the significance of a Sabda. For this reason a full knowledge
of the association of sound and its significance is imperatively
necessary before attempting to understand the meaning of
a sound. Abhidhiana and Kosa contain some of those
methods ‘denoting the relationship of Sabda and Artha as are

Purpose of comparison.
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put forward in the Sastras *.  In Abhidhana sometimes
are found the Saktiriipa and sometimes the Laksanartpa forms
of the relationship of Sabda and Artha. So when the true know-
ledge of this relationship is acquired, the significance of Sabda
and Artha is fully realised. As Abhidhana is essentially
e understanding of other Sastras, likewise

necessary for th
the understanding of Tantra-

Sabdértha-jﬁﬁna is essential for
The Upasana as denoted in the Agamagastras, is

Sastras.
a complete understanding of the

absolutely impossible without
significance of Mantras. The particular Upasana of a particular

Devata by means of a definite Mantra, as laid down in the

Tantras, is not possible to be gone through unless and until the
significance of that Mantra is at the very beginning realised.

No fruit is derived from a Mantra if it is used without being
understood.  The understanding of a Mantra ora Bija is
never possible without the help of a Abhidhana. As for example,
the Ekaksara Mantra of Kali is st. This is derived from the
unification of a\+1£—l—§;+°. Wherever this Bijaksara has been
referred to in the Agamagastras no mention is made of this
simple unification of (= + R+ % +")of which the Bijaksara is con-
stituted. Only a few apparently unintelligible Sabdas are given
there. 1f the meaning of these Sabdas are not understood

this Ekaksara Bija of Kali cannot be comprehended in its
For this very reason the necessity of a

fullest significance.
A large number

Tantrabhidhana and Mantrabhidhana is felt.
of vicaka Sabdas of Matrka ( Varpamala ) are givenin the
Mantrabhidhana. As for example, the vacaka Sabda of = is
Kegava, Visnu, Srikantha etc. So with the help of this Abhi-
dhana it is known that Kegava, Visnu, etc., denote =. Wherever
the expressions Kesava, Visnu etc., are found in the Tantras, it

< Q
Al S SE AT AT g A GRYGATE |

g auael gsAE feafa algwa: |raisauand i
aren--fagaq
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ok
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should be known that they signify the letter 1. Likewise,
%1, ¥ and so on, are denoted. In this way Mantroddhara is
made an easy process with the help of the Mantrabhidhana.
Otherwise, the finding out of the correct form of a Mantra
appears to be an impenetrable riddle.

In Mantrabhidhana, Prakiarantara-Mantrabhidhana, Ekaksa-
rakosa, Matrkanighantu, Prakarantara-Matrkanighantu and
Varnanighantu are given fiftyone different vacaka Sabdas,
such as =1 1 ¥ etc, of the Sanskrit alphabet ( Matrka ). An
exhaustive index has been added so that the average reader
can easily grasp the meaning of these Sabdas. A glance at
the index will make the meaning of the Sabdas clear even to
the uninitiated.

The modes of Bijoddhiara have been illustrated in Bijanig-
haptu and Bijabhidhana and in some places the vacaka Sabdas
of these Bijas have been mentioned. The Sadhaka’s duty does
not end with the recital of these Bijas only ; but he should
also know the meaning of the Bija. For this very reason,
it is futile to perform the Upasana of a Bija without knowing
its import in full. For the purpose of easily understanding
the significance of the Bijas, the Mantrarthabhidhana ag
given in the Varada Tantra, has been newly included in thig
edition. Though all the Bijas have not been mentioned in
it, the intelligent Sadhaka will be able to glean out the
meaning of the other Bijas by working along the line shown
in the stock examples of the text. In the Mudranighantu are
mentioned different Mudras, which are also necessary for
the Sadhaka. _

The different meanings of about five thousand words have
been given in the Varnabijakosa which is added in the end.

It is sincerely hoped that the Sadhaka will be easily

successful to probe deep into the mysteries of the Tantra-
sastras with the help of Tantribhidhiana and the Varpabijakosa,
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