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JANUARY, 1969

*

(Continued from Volume I)

69-1-30 Los Angeles

18th January, 1969

My Dear Janaki,

Please accept my blessings. I was
thinking of you since about a week why
you are silent, and all of a sudden I got
your letter with a golden ring enclosed. It
was so much ecstatic. I thank you very
much for your kind presentation which
you have given, even sacrificing your hus-
band’s interest. I think, though, that your
husband, Mukunda, is also pleased with
this action. Anyway, immediately upon
receipt of this ring I pushed it on my fin-
ger, and it is very nice.

Regarding your unstable condition of
mind, I beg to request you to always re-
member that you have all gone to London
with a great mission and responsibility. I
am so much pleased with you all six boys
and girls who are doing so much for my
missionary work. My Guru Maharaj,
Bhaktisiddhanta Thakur, Lord Chaitanya
and at the end Lord Krishna Himself all
are surely very much pleased for your no-
ble activities. You have already made the
city of London feel something about the
Hare Krishna movement. This is a great
credit for you all and I appreciate it very

much. Please do your duty combinedly
without any disruption of peaceful atti-
tudes amongst yourselves. We are pushing
our movement on the background of a
peaceful atmosphere in the world, and if
we show a little disturbance in our own
camp that will not be a very good exam-
ple. Therefore, everyone should be fore-
bearing, tolerant and cooperative. That is
my special request to you all.

So far as I am concerned, I have writ-
ten to Shyamsundar whether there is any
possibility of my going there immediately.
If not, then I may go to other places for the
time being.

Regarding competition with other so-
called yoga groups, certainly we have to
win the race because we represent
Krishna directly, and others are all mostly
impersonalists or less than that. So faras I
know, our Krishna Consciousness move-
ment is the only genuine endeavor for
self-realization. I have tried to explain the
genesis of this movement in my book,
Bhagavad Gita As It Is, and people will
learn it if they will carefully study this
book. In this connection, there was a ra-
dio interview this week in Los Angeles,
and the summary is being sent herewith.
If possible, you can try to get it printed in
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the Times, as they have already printed an
article about ourselves. You can make the
heading as follows: Genesis of the
Krishna Consciousness Movement.

So please consider carefully the above
mentioned points, and also keep me in-
formed as to your all round well-being.
Hope this meets you in very good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

NB: An Indian gentleman, one B. P.
Parikh B.A. D. Education has written to
me to say that being inspired by your ‘“de-
votion to Krishna, and being fascinated by
your character, discipline, and devotional
surrender to the Lord, he has been drawn
to your activities.” For this I am very
much proud of you. Please maintain this
status and certainly you will be welcome
everywhere. Get this enclosed article
edited by Mukunda or Shyamsundar and
then send it for publication in the Times of
London or any other respectable paper in
London, giving the heading as indicated.

69-1-31 Los Angeles

18th January, 1969

My Dear Satsvarupa,

Please accept my blessings. I am in
due receipt of your letter of January 11,
1969 and have carefully noted the con-
tents. From this letter I can understand
that texts number 6 and 7 are missing in
the manuscript of the third canto which
you have in Boston. The original manu-
script is in New York, and when I go
there, maybe in April, I will find this for
you. In the meantime, you may skip four
pages for these missing texts and continue
numbering after skipping four numbers
which will be filled in latter. Convey my
blessings to the three girls who are newly

staying at the Boston temple, namely Joy
Fulcher, Arlene Warmbrand and Rita. I
hope you are all well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

My Dear Jadurany,

Please accept my blessings. I am in
due receipt of your letter of January 11,
1969 and I have noted the contents. The
picture of Vasudeva exchanging the babies
is not correct because Nanda Maharaj
should not be in this scene. Vasudev si-
lently exchanged babies with the sleeping
Yasoda, and neither Yasoda nor Nanda
Maharaj knew about this till long after.
Yasoda had just given birth to her girl
baby, and having fell asleep right after this
birth, she did not evenknow that the child
she had givenbirthto was a girl. So please
correct this error somehow. In the mean-
time I am awaiting the other paintings
which are sending to me in Los Angeles.
Hope this meets you in very good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

69-1-32 Los Angeles

18th January, 1969

My Dear Balai,

Please accept my blessings. It was a
great pleasure to receive your letter of
January 14, 1969. I hope that by the Grace
of Krishna you will have a very nice child
next month, and my blessings are always
there.

You have wished me to live until all of
my publications are finished, and I thank
you very much for these good wishes.
May itbe fulfilled by the good will ofall of
my disciples. Thanking you again for your
kind letter.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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69-1-33 Los Angeles

18th January, 1969

My Dear Brahmananda,

Please accept my blessings. I beg to
acknowledge receipt of your letter of Janu-
ary 14, 1969, and I have carefully noted
the contents. In my previous letter to you I
inquired about the invoice sent by United
Shipping Corp., but I have received no in-
formation about this from you. Please in-
form me in this connection in your next
letter. I want to know whether the
from them

$250.00?

Regarding Nara Narayan, I never ad-
vised him to organize a Samkirtan Party
in New York. From the very beginning he
was entrusted to cast Radha-Krishna mur-
tis in brass. He tried it in so many ways but
it was not practical. So at the present mo-
ment he is engaged there in preparing a
dias and decorations for the temple. That
should be his business. Next, if it is possi-
ble, let him cast some plaster of Paris
Radha-Krishna murtis of the size you have
gotinthe New York temple. If not, he may
go for a few days to New Vrindaban and
make schemes and plans for residential
quarters and press accommodations, etc.
If possible, Advaita may also go with him
for a few days. In this connection corre-
spondence may be opened with Hayagriva
and Kirtanananda.

Regarding the press, as Advaita wants
a little more time, so we should wait still
for a few months more until he is confi-
dent to take the responsibility. Regarding
the place for situating the press, in my
opinion New Vrindaban is the best place.
But I have no objection if it is started in
any other place. But all circumstances and
conditions must be taken into consider-
ation before a final decision is made
where to start the press. In New Vrinda-

ban it is simply a question of providing a
suitable place. I think that if we spend
$1,000.00 for this purpose a very nice ac-
commodation can be constructed there for
locating our press. Whereas if we start in
some city like New York or Los Angeles,
for such accommodation we have to pay
not less than $500 rent per month. So by
spending two months rent we can have our
own place with facility for further expan-
sion. So these things have to be consid-
ered. There is now ample time, at least
four months, so we should carefully think
over these things.

I have seen the lotus sign with the word
Iskcon on it, and I think that it is not ac-
ceptable. This is because one does not
know where to start reading the letters. If
you like to make a lotus flower for this, I
have enclosed one picture which I have
drawn and which you may consider. But
Radha-Krishna must also appear on this
letterhead.

Regarding the house in North Caro-
lina, if Patit Uddharan’s mother gives us
permission to stay in this house for three
months without any rent, then we can
make an experiment. If this experiment is
successful we can continue, otherwise we
shall vacate the house. But also we must
find a suitable person to go there. If she
agrees, we can begin to make arrange-
ments.

Our publication project is to finish Sri-
mad Bhagawatam. If we publish one vol-
ume for one canto, still it will not be less
than 12 volumes. Besides this we have
Nectar of Devotion and two or three more
books. This means all together another
fourteen of fifteen volumes at utmost. Of
course this will take time, but it is our am-
bition. If the MacMillan Company is in-
terested, they can immediately publish at
least one volume of Srimad Bhagawatam
to make an experiment. They can either
print the second canto in one volume, or
the first canto may be edited by Hayagriva
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into one voume. So if they like, we can
immediately hand over to them these
manuscripts.

You are correct in your estimation
that Dai Nippon is not to be blamed. It is
our blame. In future we shall be careful
and take into writing how much time they
will take for each volume. When you
print from Dai Nippon, the size of the
books will be the same as Teachings of
Lord Chaitanya, but the pages will be
from 350 to 400 pages. So you can try fo
fix up the time. Formerly they agreed to
fix up their price at $5000. So immedi-
ately you make an understanding with
them that just after receipt of Teachings
of Lord Chaitanya we will submit a man-
uscript of some other book. So both
MacMillan and Dai Nippon should be
utilized in this way, and as soon as we
have our own press we shall divert our
activities in this direction. I think this ar-
rangement will be nice.

I have seen your circular about the
mailing list and it is very nice. I have al-
ready asked Tamal Krishna to take the ad-
dresses of persons who are purchasing
our Back To Godhead magazine. This
idea is very nice.

Regarding Gargamuni’s touring trip,
he can take whomever he likes. If he finds
somebody disturbing, this person need
not be taken. But Gargamuni should not
go alone—somebody must accompany
him.

Bali Mardan has written to me to sug-
gest that he begin working immediately to
raise money for the book fund, but I think
that first he may finish his schooling and
then immediately begin working to raise
money for our books.

Please keep me informed on the above
points. I hope this finds you in good
health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

69-1-34 Los Angeles

18th January, 1969

My Dear Sri Balmukundji,

Please accept my greetings. I beg to
thank you very much for your kind letter
of January 14, 1969. There is a verse in
Srimad Bhagawatam which says:

Yasya Asti Bhakti Bhagavati Akinchana
Sarvai Gunais Tatra Samasate Surah
Harou Abhoktasya Kuto Mahata Gunah
Hanorathena Asato Dhavata Bhaih

The purport is that if somebody ac-
quires Krishna Consciousness, then all of
the good qualities of the demigods de-
velop in his person. On the other hand,
what is the value of all kinds of material
qualifications for a person who is not in
Krishna Consciousness? His only busi-
ness is to hover on the mental speculative
plane, and he is sure to come back down to
the platform of the material external en-
ergy.

So I am very glad and proud that you
have so much appreciated the character,
discipline and devotional service to the
Lord of my six young disciples who are
working there with faith and confidence.
You will be pleased to know that all of my
disciples are trained from the beginning to
build up character, and such character is
built up by following the restrictions of no
illicit sexual connections, no meat-eating,
no intoxication, and no gambling. So this
Krishna Consciousness movement is
meant for a complete overhauling of the
whole social, political, religious, moral,
educational, and hygienic principles.
Human society without following these
principles cannot rise to the spiritual plat-
form.

As an Indian, Hindu, educated gentle-
man, it is not unknown to you how these
principles were active in India even 50
years ago. Gradually things are deterio-
rating, and the cause of all unhappiness in
the modern human society is this lack of
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Krishna Consciousness. By the Grace of
Krishna there is no scarcity of anything in
this world, but there is a scarcity of
Krishna Consciousness. Therefore there
is a great necessity of spreading this tran-
scendental message all over the world. It
is very encouraging to me that you are
now in London as a retired gentleman and
your cooperation in this movement will be
highly effective. I hope that by this time
you have already secured my book, Bha-
gavad Gita As It Is, and there are other
books also. If you will kindly join our
movement it will surely be a great stride.

My students there are awaiting the op-
portunity when I shall be coming to Lon-
don. In the meantime, please try to help
them in establishing a temple for Radha-
Krishna. They are already advanced in
this attempt, and try to coordinate the
members of all other Hindu centers in this
great attempt.

In varnaprastha life, one can live with
his wife without any sexual connection,
and the most important factor in all orders
of life—brahmachary, grihastha, varna-
prastha, and sannyas—is to chant the Hare
Krishna Mantra. This is the basic princi-
ple, and for more detailed information
please keep in touch with me, and I shall
be glad to serve you to my best capacity.
Thank

[PAGE MISSING]
69-1-35 Los Angeles
18th January, 1969
My Dear Vaikunthanath,

Please accept my blessings. I beg to
acknowledge receipt of your letter of Janu-
ary 11, 1969, and I thank you so much for
it. It was very encouraging. On the very
moment I received your letter there was
another letter from Jayagovinda, and I had

been very much shocked by this letter. But
at the same time, when I read your letter it
counter-acted this shock. So I thank you
again for this letter. Please try to material-
ize this idea into practical shape, and I
know that Krishna will help you for your
sincere endeavors.

I hope this finds you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

69-1-36 Los Angeles

19th January, 1969

My Dear Anuradha,

Please accept my blessings. I am in
due receipt of your letter of January 14,
1969, and I have carefully noted the con-
tents. I am so glad to learn that you and

are well and comfortable in San
Francisco. I think that your child is very
nice, and Krishna has given him a great
opportunity to perfect himself in spiritual
life because He has placed him under the
care of a mother who is a sincere devotee.
Try to help him grow up peacefully in
Krishna Consciousness, and Krishna will
certainly smile upon you for your efforts. I
am well aware that you are a good, sincere
soul, so continue in this way and surely
your life will be successful.

Regarding the Brijbasi picture that you
sent me, the story is that when Maharaj
Yuddhisthir was declared king, he was
performing the Rasuya Yajna ceremony.
In this ceremony Krishna was elected as
the President to preside over the meeting.
Sisupal was a rival of Krishna, and in-
stulted Krishna with vile words at this
ceremony. Arjuna’s youngest brother, Sa-
hadeva, became so angry at this that he
was ready to attack Sisupal, but he was re-
strained by both Krishna and Arjuna. This
is the explanation of the picture.
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The term Devi Dasi may be used for ei-
ther married or unmarried female devo-
tees. I thank you once more for informing
me of your well-being. I hope this meets
you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

69-1-37 Los Angeles

21st January, 1969

My Dear Mark Buchwald,

Please accept my blessings. I thank
you very much for your nice letter of Janu-
ary 19, 1969, and I have carefully read the
contents. You have stated that you have
spent twenty two years of my life in the
darkness of ignorance, and actually until
any person has come to the standard of
Krishna Consciousness he is supposed to
be considered as being covered by igno-
rance. There are different degrees of ig-
norance however, and to come to the
highest perfectional platform of knowl-
edge is to surrender fully to the Lotus Feet
of Krishna.

Because you have asked me to assign
you to some duty, I think that your first
duty is to regularly attend all of our
classes. Chant Hare Krishna as long as
possible, and try to help in the activities of
the temple. Also, we have got so many lit-
eratures and books for sale, so if you can
help in selling these books and magazines
that will be a great help.

You have also consulted me for advice
about some of your personal problems,
and I think that for these matters you
should consult Hansadutta to help you
work out some solution. Things will be
shaped as Krishna desires. I thank you
again for the kind sentiments expressed by
you in your letter. If you simply stick with
Krishna Consciousness you will very

practically see how your life will increas-
ing become more and more sublime. I
hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

69-1-38 Los Angeles

21st January, 1969

My Dear Hansadutta,

Please accept my blessings. I beg to
acknowledge receipt of your letter dated
January 18, 1969, and I have carefully
noted the contents. Regarding the house,
you must know that it is in a residential
area, and I don’t know if you can get a li-
cense for a temple there. In the present
temple, there is no temple license but we
have freedom to chant and dance as we
like. However, if we chant and dance in
this new house I am wondering if the
neighbors will not object.

Without any license you will have to
stop kirtans immediately if this should
happen. In my apartment on the same
street as the new house I had the experi-
ence that one day there was playing of the
mridunga and immediately there was ob-
jection. So these things must be carefully
considered before making a final deci-
sion. Also, because there are several new
people coming to kirtans there, you must
be sure that there is ample room for them
to be comfortable. Anyway, before there is
a final settlement of this house affair,
please hold a meeting amongst yourselves
to discuss this matter further. The meeting
should include Janardan, Dyal Nitai, Jaya-
pataka, etc. Already you have a very nice
temple on Park Avenue so before you
make any plans to change this you must
make sure that this move is very carefully
thought out.

Regarding Brahma Samhita, this book
shall be included in the examination of the
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second year along with Srimad Bhagawa-
tam. I don’t know why you are so con-
cerned with starting with the Bhakti
Rasamrita Sindhu already. First study
carefully the Bhagavad Gita As It Is. This
is the most important book for you tolearn
at first. I am pleased to learn that Eve
Levine is expert typist, and that she is
willing to begin typing the Vedanta Su-
tras. She will require a dictaphone for this
work, and I would like to know if there is
one available for her. Also, I am very en-
couraged to learn that Jayapataka has
taken the initiative to look for kirtan en-
gagements for your temple. He is a very
good boy and you should encourage him
to do this important assignment very
nicely.

So far as the 24’ murtis which Gopal
Krishna has agreed to donate, I have in-
formation that They will cost about
$250.00 including the cost of shipping up
to Montreal. So either Gopal Krishna may
write to his father or else he may donate
the money to the temple and we shall get
the murtis from Vrindaban. Regarding
Himavati’s visit home, if it becomes nec-
essary, the idea is all right.

Please convey my blessings to the oth-
ers. I hope this meets you all in good
health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

69-1-39
21st January, 1969

My Dear Gurudas and Yamuna,

Please accept my blessings. I beg to
acknowledge both of your letters dated
14, January 1969 as well as one letter
from Gurudas dated 16, January 1969
with enclosed a picture and newspaper
cuttings. This picture is undoubtedly very
unique because perhaps in the history of
the world it is for the first time that West-

ern boys and girls in the dress of pure
Vaishnavas are chanting on the street of a
very important quarter of the greatest city
in the world, London. So by the Grace of
Krishna you are all six together doing very
nice Krishna Consciousness activities,
and I am so much pleased. In your letter I
can understand that people from many
important cities of Europe and Africa are
taking part in our Samkirtan movement,
and you have got continuous engagements
almost every night. This is very much-en-
couraging.

I am so glad to understand that as soon
as your finances are almost depleted,
Krishna sees to everything. This is the
process of Krishna Consciousness. If we
are sincere, Krishna will supply us with
all necessities of life. When we serve
some mundane master, he gives us suffi-
cient salary, so when we serve the Su-
preme Master, how it is possible that He
will keep us fasting? Actually due to our
lack of Krishna Consciousness sometimes
we become disturbed with shortage of
funds. But we should be confident that our
necessities will certainly be fulfilled by
the Supreme Lord. The same incident
sometimes happens in New York temple.
When there is a shortage of funds, some-
times they find money accidentally with-
out knowing the source.

I have received report from Mr. Parikh
and others that they are enamored by your
behavior, your character, and your devo-
tion. In the newspaper cuttings also they
gave such hints. In other words, everyone
is appreciating your presentation. Please
keep up this standard of behavior. Do not
make any artificial discrepancies amongst
yourselves because you are acting on a
very responsible business. Perhaps you
know that there are many political parties
in a country, but when the country’s total
responsibility has to be executed, they be-
come combined. To have some little dis-
agreements amongst yourselves is not
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very unnatural because we are all indi-
vidual beings. But as we are all working
on behalf of Krishna we should always
forget our personal interests and see to the
prime cause.

I have noted with great satisfaction the
list of foodstuffs offered on the meeting
day, and they were so much appreciated. I
have not as yet received any letter from
Mr. Fakirchand who is interested in start-
ing a temple. I hope this meets you both in
very good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

69-1-40 Los Angeles

21st January, 1969

My Dear Jadurany,

Please accept my blessings. I beg to
acknowledge receipt of your undated let-
ter, and also I have seen the nice pictures
which you have completed for the
“Krishna” book. I was very gratified to
see your expert touch in these paintings,
and also convey my thanks for Joy Fulcher
for her very nice efforts.

Regarding Madhavie Lata, it is very
difficult to gether tobe fixed up into doing
constructive work, so I gave her so many
paintings to do to get her to utilize her tal-
ents in Krishna Consciousness. If you
would like her to help you in the paintings
for the new book, then it is all right, but
you must deal with her very tactfully. Best
thing is thatI send suggestions for pictures
directly to you, and which ever picture she
will do, let her do it. In this way, you can
give her one or two pictures . In the mean-
time, you and Joy may finish the rest of the
pictures, and if she does not finish her as-
signment, then again you may do it your-
self. Certainly she is talented artist so try
to help her be engaged in this way.

Please convey my blessings to the oth-
ers there. I hope this meets you in good
health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

69-1-41
21st January, 1969

My dear Kulashekar,

Please accept my blessings. I am in
due receipt of your letter of January 16,
1969, and I am so pleased to know that
once again you are staying at the temple in
Montreal. In this age no-one is able to re-
main aloof from the general human soci-
ety. Therefore one need not go into the
forest in a secluded place to try to make
spiritual advancement. Much better idea
is that one associate with devotees in the
Krishna Consciousness Centres; this will
bring better spiritual results than living in
the forest. Krishna Consciousness is pos-
sible when one is in association of devo-
tees. alone it is more difficult. Please
therefore try to keep yourself always in
contact with the Montreal devotees.
There is no need to go away. That is not
very good. If you will have any problems
or questions you may write to me and I
will help you as far as possible.

I hope this will meet you in very good
health.

Your ever well-wisher

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

69-1-42 Los Angeles

22nd January, 1969

My Dear Bilasvigrahadas,

Please accept my blessings. I am in
due receipt of your letter of January 18,
1969, and I have noted the contents.

You have asked me how one can know
that Krishna is the Supreme Personality of
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Godhead? How do you know that the
president is the supreme person in your
state? You know this through the govern-
ment organizations, the constitution pa-
pers, and by traditional knowledge.
Similarly, to know Who is the Supreme
Personality you have to take evidence
from the Vedic authorities, great person-
alities, and the Spiritual Master. Other-
wise, what is the use of accepting a
Spiritual Master if you can not take His
words? Your Spiritual Master says
Krishna is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Krishna says He is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, all the Vedic lit-
erature says that Krishna is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. All great authori-
ties like Narada, Vyasadev, Lord Chai-
tanya, Siddhanta Saraswati, Bhaktivinode
Thakur, Arjuna, and what to speak of the
countless others say that Krishna is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. So to
understand these authorities you have to
follow in their footsteps. You cannot specu-
late upon Krishna, neither can you ever
know Him by such speculations. You can
simply use your judgement submissively;
that is all, and this cannot be done in a
challenging spirit. Lord Jesus Christ also
said that the Kingdom of God is only for
the humble and meek.

Inregardto your next question, self re-
alization means God realization, and God
realization means self realization. Just
like to see the sun means to see oneself,
and to see oneself means to see the sun.
Self realization depends completely upon
God realization, or else it is not complete.
One must know his relationship to the Ab-
solute Truth to fully know his position.
The mayavadi school simply discerns
spirit from matter, but that is not Ultimate
Knowledge. One should know the differ-
ent manifestations of the spirit also. The
highest manifestation of the spirit soul is
the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Lord Krishna.

In this age the mind is so much agitated
that it cannot be fixed up on the Supreme
Objective. Real meditation means to fix
up the mind on Krishna or on Krishna’s
Expansion, Lord Vishnu. The modern so-
called meditater has no information of
Krishna or Vishnu. They try to meditate
on something void or impersonal which is
simply troublesome. It is clearly stated in
the Bhagavad Gita that those attached to
the impersonal feature have their path to
be very, very troublesome. Not only in
this age when everything is troublesome,
but it was so in former ages also, so what
to speak of this age. Therefore, in this age,
to fix up your ears upon the transcendental
vibrations of Hare Krishna is the highest
form of meditation, and the only one
which will prove feasible for you. We may
or may not condemn the impersonalists,
but they are already condemned by Lord
Krishna in the Bhagavad Gita.

Actually, there is nothing wrong with
you because you have already come to the
platform of Krishna Consciousness. Only
by the influence of your past habits is it
taking perhaps more time for you to adjust
things. Ihopethat by the Grace of Krishna
you will stick rigidly to chanting your 16
rounds or more daily. This will solve all of
your questions. Try to engage yourself in
the service of Krishna and everything will
be revealed to you without fail.

Your ever well-wisher

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

69-1-43 Los Angeles

23rd January, 1969

My Dear Shivananda,

Please accept my blessings. I am in
due receipt of your letter dated January
14, 1969, and I have noted the contents. I
am pleased to note that you enjoy going
out into the streets chanting and preaching
from Bhagavad Gita. This is a very good
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attitude and in accordance with the teach-
ings of Lord Chaitanya that the process of
Samkirtan should be presented to men all
over the world. So as you are able you
should continue to go into the streets to
chant, and I am sure that the others at your
temple will appreciate going with you as
they are available. Surely this practice
will attract many people there to take
some interest in this Krishna Conscious-
ness movement.

Regarding your request for cooking in-
formation, it is best if you will consult
Yamuna Dasi in London. She is very ex-
pert cook, and will be able to answer any
questions you have regarding prasadam
preparations. I understand that Yamuna
has written a recipe book which they are
trying to have printed in London soon, so
this also will be available to help you in
this connection.

Regarding serving your godbrothers,
this is a very good practice. The Spiritual
Master is never without His followers, so
to serve the Spiritual Master also means to
be the servant of His disciples. When you
want to serve the king, you must also serve
his minister, secretary, and everyone who
serves him. And to serve his servants may
please him more than to serve the king
personally. So the Spiritual Master is not
alone. He is always with His entourage.
We are not impersonalists. We take care of
every part of the whole, as much as one
should take care of his hat as well as his
shoes. Both are equally important for the
upkeep of the body. I hope that you will
understand this rightly.

It is important that we preach the mes-
sage of Krishna Consciousness exactly as
we have heard it from our Spiritual Mas-
ter. The same philosophy and spirit must
be there exactly. Just like we preach in this
country exactly as we have heard from our
Spiritual Master, but there are changes
due to the time, circumstances, and the
trainees. The spirit of the disciplic succes-

sion may not be changed, but there may be
adjustments made to suit the special cir-
cumstances.

Regarding your last question about the
importance of chanting; this chanting pro-
cess is the only way of attaining full
Krishna Consciousness in this age of kali
yuga. Lord Chaitanya stressed upon this
point, and we may take it from His au-
thority that no other method will prove to
be successful in this matter.

So continue to push on our Hamburg
center as far as possible. You have gone to
Germany, not even knowing how to speak
their language, and you are trying to give
to them the rarest jewel, Krishna Con-
sciousness. I know that Krishna is very
pleased with all of your efforts there, and
surely He will give you all facilities to
come out successful in your efforts. I hope
this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
P.S. His Holiness Swami Sadananda, my
German god-brother may come to see
you. When he comes offer your respect by
bowing down as you do unto me. ACB

69-1-44 Los Angeles

23rd January, 1969

My Dear Nara Narayan,

Please accept my blessings. I beg to
acknowledge receipt of your letter dated
January 21, 1969, and I thank you very
much for it. I have heard many nice re-
ports from various parties complimenting
the expert service you are performing in
New York with your carpentry and handy-
man skills. So I am very pleased to hear
that Krishna has blessed you with a very
nice talent, and you are now using it
rightly in Krishna Consciousness.

Now I have also read in your letter
under reply that you are successfully



JANUARY, 1969 691

engaged in Samkirtan Party activities in
New York, and this too is encouraging to
hear. So I think that you should be encour-
aged in this connection, but one thing is
that your Samkirtan activities may go on
as long as you are working under the sanc-
tion of Brahmananda, and he finds there
to be no difficulties with this additional
temple’s activity. Samkirtan is very im-
portant service, so as far as Brahmananda
feels there is no inconvenience upon other
important engagements, you may con-
tinue in assisting the organizing of the
New York temple’s Samkirtan Party.

Regarding casting of the Radha-
Krishna Deities, I have already instructed
you about casting in plaster of Paris. The
whole thing is that we wish to have these
Deities nicely done and as soon as possi-
ble. So I think that this idea of using plas-
ter of Paris will be very easily and quickly
executed. The mold may be made from
the Deities already in New York, so, as far
as I know, this will be the most practical
method for seeing this task completed.

Thanking you once more for your let-
ter and important work you are sincerely
performing. I hope this finds you in good
health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

69-1-45 Los Angeles

23rd January, 1969

My Dear Aniruddha,

Please accept my blessings. I beg to
acknowledge receipt of your letter dated
January 22, 1969, and I have carefully
noted the contents. I can understand from
your letter that there has been some dis-
agreements or misunderstandings in the
temple, but I think that you should know
that all such disturbances must be solved

peacefully and with consideration of the
entire situation. Chidananda is the presi-
dent there, and I think you understand
rightly that everyone must cooperate with
him in keeping the temple nicely and
without any unnecessary tensions.

Any way, if you are feling too much in-
convenience staying in San Francisco,
then you are welcome to come to Los
Angeles and stay here with me. Butif you
can help to smooth over the difficulties
there that will be the best thing. You are a
sincere and intelligent boy, so if you along
with all of the members combine to coop-
erate with one another in our mission of
spreading Krishna Consciousness that
will be very nice. I am pleased to note that
Girish is progressing nicely under your
guidance. Our plan for a school is pro-
gressing very well, and already we have
many qualified teachers amongst our dis-
ciples who are looking forward to begin-
ning this activity there. Next month,
Paramananda and his wife, Satyabhama,
who is a qualified teacher, will be going to
New Vrindaban to stay, and similarly
there are many others who will be going
there in the near future to start work on
this new venture. So the future of our
movement will be very bright, and simi-
larly your future will be very bright also,
so there is no need for you to be depressed
about any previous misunderstandings.
Simply you have to remember to chant
Hare Krishna always, tell others to do the
same, help in all respects to spread the
glories of Krishna Consciousness, and
certainly Krishna will help you in your ef-
forts to solve any of the difficulties that
may be taking place. But if you think that
staying with me in Los Angeles will be
better for you then you may consider this.

Thanking you once more for your let-
ter. I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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69-1-46 Los Angeles

23rd January, 1969

My Dear Chidananda,

Please accept my blessings. I am in
due receipt of your letter dated January
21, 1969, and I have carefully noted the
contents. Since receiving this letter I have
learned that you have decided that it is best
that you do not leave your position in the
San Franciscotemple for the press depart-
ment in New York. I think that this is the
correct decision because your presence is
very much needed in your temple. I am al-
ways glad to know that you are there to
help manage the affairs of the San Fran-
cisco center so I am glad that you have de-
cided to remain there as president. There
are many places in San Francisco who
will advertise in our Back To Godhead, so
as much as possible you may try for this.
But one thing is that the brahmacharies
who are there must help in supporting the
temple so you will have adequate time for
this added responsibility upon you. So
those who are able to earn money for sup-
porting the temple must assist you in this
connection.

I am very happy to learn that you are
seriously negotiating to purchase the new
house. But one thing is that if for one year
there are people having regular meeting in
our temple room with all of their smoking
and other nonsense, I do not think this
will be very good. In the meantime, you
may continue to make negotiations, but if
this condition cannot be changed I do not
think the arrangement will be very satis-
factory. I am so pleased to learn that Mul ji
bhai is so enthusiastic to help us in pur-
chasing the house, and he is anxious to go
from door to door to raise the money for
helping in this way. Please encourage him
because even this one building is not suit-
able then surely Krishna will supply us
with some other house for our temple
activities.

So I am fully aware that you are work-
ing very sincerely in Krishna Conscious-
ness, and when difficulties arise you must
simply remember to continue to depend
upon Krishna, and He will supply you
with the intelligence to solve any prob-
lems. You have already proven yourself as
a very nice servitor of Lord Chaitanya and
I am always praying to Him that He will
allow you to advance more and more in
His eternal service.

Please continue to keep me informed
about the activities in your temple. I hope
this will meet you in very good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

69-1-47 Los Angeles

24th January, 1969

My Dear Upendra,

Please accept my blessings. I am in
due receipt of your letter of 20, January,
1969, and I have noted the contents. You
have written that you are unable to find a
girl who is available for marriage, and so
for the present, you have no choice but to
hold off on your marriage plans. Anyway,
I always recommend that one should try to
remain brahmachary if possible, and if
you think that this will be possible for you,
you should try for it.

In your letter you have asked many
questions, and I will try to answer them
for you herewith. Firstly, the Gayatri
Mantra is not to be said loudly. Gayat
means to sing, but singing can be done
loudly or very softly. The Gayatri Mantra
should be sung in a low whispering voice.
Regarding the Brahman Pucha stages, this
matter is described in the 13th chapter of
Bhagavad Gita As It Is. So far as the 10
sense organs, they are eyes, ears, nose,
mouth, touch, these are the five sense or-
gans for acquiring knowledge. The five
moving organs are the legs, hands,
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tongue, genital, and rectum. Five objects
of the senses are beauty, taste, smell,
sound, and touch. The five gross elements
are earth, water, fire, air, and ether. The
four subtle elements are mind, ego, intel-
ligence, and consciousness. Above these
is the soul, and above the soul is the Su-
persoul.

In tending the deities, you may wash
Balarama first, before washing Krishna.
Krishna is always non-different from the
deity of Krishna. Regarding your request
for the Brihat-Sama mantra, this may be
given, but a much better proposal is that
you concentrate upon improving the
quality of your chanting of Hare Krishna
Mantra. This is more important consid-
eration for the present time.

Regarding the wife of the Spiritual
Master being considered as mother, this
applies when the Spiritual Master is not
sannyas and he has a wife.

I'hope that the above will clear up all of
your questions. Please convey my bless-
ings to the other devotees in the Seattle
center.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

69-1-48 Los Angeles

24th January, 1969

My Dear Himavati,

Please accept my blessings. I am in
due receipt of your letter of January 16,
1969, and I thank you very much for this.
The deity clothing that you have sent are
all very beautiful, and everything is fitting
just rightly. Regarding your thoughts of
separating from your husband, I do not
think this is a very good plan. You should
always live with your husband and help
him with his personal comforts, and he
will look after your all necessities of life.
There is no question of separation. By
mutual agreement and advancement of

Krishna Consciousness you can stop sex
life, but there is no question of separation.
Separation is artificial. As Hansadutta ad-
vances in Krishna Consciousness then by
his company you will also profit. So the
husband and wife are mutually beneficial.
This idea of separation was developed
also in Govinda Dasi, but I have sent her
back to her husband, and she is now fol-
lowing my instructions. There is no ques-
tion of separation between husband and
wife until the time when the husband takes
sannyas. At that time the wife cannot re-
main with the husband. Even in varna-
prastha stage, or retired life, the wife
remains with the husband, but without
any sex relations.

Regarding your keeping private dei-
ties, if you will havetime it is all right, but
the same energy can be utilized in the
temple for decorating, dressing, cleaning,
cooking. Actually, every day the dress
should be changed with new ornaments,
clothes, flower garlands. So we can in-
crease even in one place the activities of
deity worship. If youarehaving free time,
I can give you a very grand list of activities
for deity worship which will keep you oc-
cupied for twenty four hours each day.

Regarding your question about the
husband becoming the Spiritual Master of
the wife, anyone who can give instructin
in spiritual life is treated as Spiritual Mas-
ter. There are two kinds of Spiritual Mas-
ter, initiator and instructor. So the
husband can help the wife as instructor.

So far as the money which is owed to
New York temple, I never suggested that
you should send deity clothing for pay-
ment. But if Montreal owes $500 to New
York then it must be payed, if not at a
time, then gradually. That is your mutual
account. If you actually owe some money
to New York then you must try to pay it. If
you are unable to pay, then I shall ask
Brahmananda to square up the account, or
if need be, I shall pay it from my book
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fund for you. So don’t worry about it.
There should be no misunderstanding on
this point. It is departmental management
only. The government has so many de-
partments. One department pays another
so there is no question of misunderstand-
ing because you are all working for
Krishna. In any case, the $500, if Mon-
treal temple is unable to pay, then I shall
ask Brahmananda to square it up, or if
need be, I shall pay it.

Regarding your questions about the
examinations to be given, the girls will
also be able to take these. In Krishna Con-
sciousness there is no distinction between
girls and boys. The girls also may become
preachers if they are able.

Once again I thank you for the nice
deity clothings and for your letter. I hope
this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

69-1-49 Los Angeles

24th January, 1969

My Dear Madhusudan,

Please accept my blessings. I am in
due receipt of your letter dated January
21, 1969, and I have carefully read the
contents. Regarding your plan for marry-
ing with Kanchanbala, I do not think that
there is any immediate emergency for
finding some one to replace you on the
Back To Godhead staff. You have men-
tioned in your letter that Kanchanbala will
not be available until at least the month of
June for marriage, so there is no necessity
for bothering about this for now. By that
time or soon after there may be arrange-
ments made where you can continue your
work for the press department as well as
support a wife. If the press operation can
be moved to New Vrindaban then that will

be the best arrangement for you because
you could live there without any worries
about rent. So for the time being go on
with your work as usual and dont bother
youself with this matter.

Regarding your question about why we
dress the Deities in very opulent fashion
and not as simple cowherds boy and girl,
this is an intelligent question and the an-
swer is that according to the regulative
principles we cannot worship Radha-
Krishna now. Radha-Krishna worship is
meant for persons who have already de-
veloped spontaneous love of God. In the
training period we are only worshipping
Laxmi-Narayan. We worship Radha-
Krishna because Laxmi-Narayan is there
also, but actually we do not worship
Radha-Krishna with our present Deity
ceremonies; we are worshipping Laxmi-
Narayan. Narayan is there when Krishna
is there, but actually we do not worship
Radha-Krishna in Their Original Form.
This is why we should worship Radha-
Krishna in Their Laxmi-Narayan feature
with all respect and reverence. If we devi-
ate from this standard then we shall be
prakrita sahagia, or a person who takes
things very cheap. We worship Laxmi-
Narayan, and because Radha-Krishna in-
cludes Laxmi-Narayan, there is no
neccessity of installing a Laxmi-Narayan
Deity. It is just like a king who is engaged
in administering justice. Actually that
business belongs to the justice depart-
ment. But what is that justice department?
It is all part of the kings energy, and the
king also has the power to execute this
function.

Regarding the blood and puss from the
sky during the battle between Baraha and
Hiranyaka, you should know that if
Krishna desires blood, puss, fire, or
whatever He desires may fall down from
the sky.

So far as old copies of Back To God-
head which you have enquired about, I do
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not know where they all are. Either they
are in my room in India or they are lost.

Please convey my blessings to the
other devotees of New York. I hope this
will meet you in very good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

69-1-50 Los Angeles

25th January, 1969

My Dear Mahapurusha,

Please accept my blessings. I am in
due receipt of your letter dated January
18, 1969, and I have noted the contents
carefully. I am very pleased to note that
the newspaper article which you had
helped arrange has resulted in much inter-
est in our movement in Hawaii. It is also
very encouraging to note that you are go-
ing out into the streets to chant and preach
to the people there. This is a very good
policy, and as far as possible you should
continue to go out and let the local inhabit-
ants of Hawaii become very familar with
the sound of Hare Krishna Mantra. This
will insure the success of our center there,
and it is also very pleasing to Krishna to
see His devotee taking courage in this way.
So by no means should you give up this
very nice activity.

Regarding your questions, the so-
called love which goes on in the material
world is simply a perverted form of dasya
rasa. Everything in this world is a per-
verted form of rasa. Just like Yasoda is
loving Krishnaas her Son. So this is vatsa-
lya rasa, parental love. When Krishna is
separate from Yasoda, she cried for whole
life and thus became blind. In this world
there is not a single instance where a
mother has suffered so much in separation
from her son. Therefore, it is perverted
reflection of the real love.Regarding your

second question, the other names of
Krishna which you have mentioned, such
as Gopala and Govinda are as powerful as
the name Krishna.

I hope this will meet you in very good
health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

69-1-51
25th January, 1969

My Dear Mukunda,

Please accept my blessings. I beg to
acknowledge receipt of your letter of Jan-
uary 22, 1969, and I have noted the con-
tents with great pleasure. You have
written to say that Londonders there are
all so very anxious to meet me, so I am
also very much anxious to meet you and
the Londoners. Therefore it is the best
thing that the five-story house which you
have described in the letter under reply
may be immediately occupied.* You can
offer the best reasonable rent, and you can
take the risk depending upon Krishna. If
the Beatles come forward, you can take
the risk. I hoep that Mr. Parikh, who is a
veteran educationist, can help you very
much in this connection. I am very much
pleased that he is also on the board of
managers committee.

Your Samkirtan Movement there is
growing in popularity, and therefore you
must immediately have a nice place. I
think that for this purpose the five-story
building is quite suitable. The first floor
can be used as a meeting room or kirtan
hall. The second floor can be used as tem-
ple room. The third floor can be used for
prasadam distribution. The fourth and
fifth may be used for residence and propa-
ganda office.

Now the legal document of incorpora-
tion under the comany act has been exam-
ined by me, and I think that it is all right. I
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have made a little change somewhere, and
you can do the needful. So by showing this
legal document, you can immediately oc-
cupy some magnificent temple house.

Regarding your seeking publication of
Easy Journey to Other Planets, I am very
glad to hear this, and I understand that
Kirtanananda Swami has a nicely edited
copy of this. I have already asked him to
send me this copy, and when I examine it,
I will send it immediately to you. In the
meantime you can finalize the negotia-
tion.

So I am very pleased with the good
news your letter has brought. I hope this
will meet all of you in very good health.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

NB: There is a Mr. Ivan Levine in the
Montreal temple who is, I understand an
expert trumpeteer. He may be interested
in joining you in London with his wife, af-
ter their initiation probably, to join you in
your musical activities in London. I have
advised him to write to you about this.
* If the opening ceremony is made on the
7th of February 1969 the appearance day
of my Spiritual Master, then it will be a
grand success.

69-1-52 Los Angeles

25th January, 1969

My Dear Kirtanananda,

Please accept my blessings. I am in
due receipt of your letter dated 18, Janu-
ary 1969, and I have carefully noted the
contents. I am encouraged to know that
you are very enthusiastic about our pro-
jects for developing New Vrindaban. So
far as the school goes, we have many qual-
ified teachers, and they are all enthusias-
tic about going there and beginning their
teaching work. The only thing is that there
is as of yet no place to accomodate these
teachers. So as soon as these facilities are

constructed we can at once start at full
force in setting up our Krishna Con-
sciousness school program.

You have asked some questions, and I
will answer them herewith. The first
question is, ‘“When making aratik offer-
ings, is it proper to meditate on the differ-
ent parts of the Lord’s Body?” The
answer is that there is no need to meditate
in that way. The Lord is actually there with
you, and you are seeing all of His parts of
the Body, so there is no need to meditate in
that way. In regard to the other questions,
food should be offered before aratik. In
the morning, after aratik, you can offer
some food and then perform kirtan.

Regarding your question about the dis-
icplic succession coming down from Ar-
juna, it is just like I have got my disciples,
so in the future these many disciples may
have many branches of disciplic succes-
sion. So in one line of disciples we may
not see another name coming from a dif-
ferent line. But this does not mean that
person whose name does not appear was
not in the disciplic succession. Narada
was the Spiritual Master of Vyasadeva,