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EDRORML

After around thirty years of preparation, the first volume of 
Karlheinz Deschner's ten-volume Krimianfgescizicfite des 
Christentums was published in September iq86. This was followed 
by the second volume in October iq88 and the third in October iq9o. 
This completed the first epoch, antiquity.

Three state volumes - what i s  presented on about 1600 pages and 
scientifically documented on about 3Jo pages, comprises about one and 
a half thousand names of persons and almost as many names of 
places, citing thousands of primary and secondary sources - all in all 
a veritable milky way of names, dates, dogmas, titles, pacts.

There had never been such a well-founded and fundamental 
accusation against Christianity (not just the church). Nevertheless, the 
side under attack initially adhered to the Og- gersheim rule: sit it out.

When the called and professional Christians did not succeed in 
keeping quiet, when tens of thousands of readers devoured a new 
volume of Deschner's historical "thriller" every two years, when the 
number of people leaving the church each year swelled rapidly to six 
and many who wanted to leave cited historical reasons for their 
decision - the very atrocities that Deschner denounces - it became too 
colourful for the attacked officials of organized C h r i s t i a n i t y .  
I99Z they launched a counterattack.

Hans Reinhard Seeliger, Professor of Historical Theology at the 
University of Siegen, organized a  s y m p o s i u m  entitled 
Kriminnfisiemng des Christentums! Karlheniz Deschner's Church 
History on the Priifstpnd organized a three-day symposium at the 
Catholic Academy Schwerte on the northern edge of the Sauerland.

Lectures were held there from October i to 3, r99x,
which deal in general or in detail with the issues that have appeared to 

date.



a3 chapters of the first three volumes. Most of the references were 
professors from Germany and Austria: full, associate, adjunct, 
emeritus: plus one titular and one honorary professor. Two belong to 
the Dominican Order and one to the Franciscan Order. The range of 
subjects includes ancient and early church history, patrology, Christian 
archaeology, ancient history, classical philology, Judaic studies and 
historical and systematic theology. In addition, t h e r e  w a s  a 
university lecturer in criminal law, criminal procedure and 
criminology (because this is a history of crime!) as well as a newly 
graduated Dr. med. from Freiburg.

Karlheinz Deschner had also been invited - a ritual gesture - to present 
"the basic and overall concept of his work". One alone against twenty-
two - a thoroughly appealing challenge for a combative spirit like 
Deschner. Nevertheless, he declined. He had already w r i t t e n  
extensively on the offered topic in the introduction to the complete 
work: 'Uber den ThemenL.weis, die Methode das Objektivitäts- 
problem und die Probfem'riik oller Geschichtsschreibung' (6o printed 
pages). Deschner wrote to the organizers that he had nothing to add to 
this.

All the papers were published as a book in the Catholic
Traditionsverlag Herder in Freiburg, published by the initiator Hans 
Reinhard Secligcr. Uinfa% 3*  ten. On the cover: -The 
burning of the Dominican Savonarola as a heretic in Florence- by
Fra Bartolommco.A joke? 'uns¢hdcnken? After all, theeditor 
writesin his introduction that "an -looking at' the author ... would 
have been easy to accomplish- (i x).

The rather expensive book published by Hctder (y8 DM) was, of 
course, not a bestseller. But even in small numbers, it fulfilled its 
alibi function when, from then on, the scholarly reference to this 
anthology was combined with the suspicion that more than twenty 
experts h a d  proved that Deschner's work was unscientific and his 
writing biased. If anyone now directs embarrassing questions at the 
church with reference to Deschner, the initiate only needs to smile 
pityingly and point to this - naturally unread - volume, and the 
whole historical problem is solved by this authoritarian magic trick.



The mosaic of criminaJonal history dissolves into pleasure, and the 
soul seduced by Deschner may continue to believe that Christianity 
and its church(es) have never had a criminal history, but only a sacral 
history.

The Dortmund philosopher Prof. Hermann ]osef Schmidt has 
thoroughly examined Seeligcr's Herder volume and published his 
catastrophic findings under the title Das -einhellige- oder 
scheinheilige
•Uneil der Wissenschafi-l NncJde &ticfies z:ur katholischen Kritik 
an Karlheinc Deschners -Kriminalgeschichte des Christennims- 
veröffentlicht.°

Deschner assumed that the interested reader could judge for 
himself which point of view was more convincing, which author 
was more critical and closer to the historical "truth". He, who always 
advises his audience to check what he says, not to believe him - for 
his part - he believes in the pull of reason.

But silence in this case would be self-deprecating and alien to the 
world. Calumniare audacter, semper aliquid haeret: Just don't be shy 
when you're swanning off! Something always hangs in the balance A 
foreign scholar reminded u s  of this old (and true) cynicism in a 
particularly poignant way: Deschner had to take a stand on his 
Swords critics without fail, immediately and publicly.

A nasty flu in the winter of iqq6 made it difficult for Deschner to 
write the fifth volume of Kriminalgesckichte. So he took on the 
Herder volume again, as a kind of mental physiotherapy, and 
searched for a modus operandi. A n a l y z e  the entire three hundred 
page text 1;ritically? Impossible.
So you could only proceed by example: spread out an essay and go 
through it thoroughly.

Deschner opted for the paper Knirer Konsta Hilf - ein tSroßer der 
Geschichte? by Matt z R.-Alföldi (the only woman in Schwarte's 
corona). This essay corresponds, all in a l l , to the average level of the 
volume. Several texts

• In: Clara and Raul Reinsdorf (eds.): DrahWieher Cooles. The churches from 
the Mur4hf' ii48 2f. Century. Aschaffenburg: Alibri iqpy. Also the study by 
Oliver Benjamin Hcmmtrlc: Kleriltale Jtociinuic ten: Wer rie fzfirte, aus sie 
lehfen. Biograp//isr5-ki/t/ipgrop5iraäe AnnoMrionen zu ausgewähken 
Deschner-KritiMm, ihren uzid Vor/zifdsm



are beneath criticism. A few at least refrain from personal denigration 
and try to do justice to Deschner's idiosyncrasies and hisism.* 
Maria R.-Alföldi lies in the middle of the field and is therefore 
representative.

Maria Radnóti-Alföldi, born iqaö in Budapest, received her 
doctorate i9 q, habilitated i96i in Munich, worked since i96y as an 
academic advisor and later as a professor at the Department of Greek 
and Roman History at the University of Frankfurt am Main in the 
fields of ancient studies and the history and culture of the Roman 
provinces. The historical hiÍfsciences include disciplines such as 
epigraphy, pà- pyrology, glyptography and sphragistics. Maria 
Radnóti-Alföldi has published mainly on numismatics (numismatics), 
including The Cons antine Coinage: Investigations into its 
Significance for Imperial Politics and Hofluinst i 96 $ Ì oôez AntiLc 
Nii- mismatics: Theory Pr'txis, Bibliographic i 8Ì.

Prof. em. Radnóti-Alföldi is a coircsponding member of the 
Academy of Sciences and Literature in Maine. The Schwcrte-Ini ator 
Seeliger presents her as an -internationally renowned Constantine 
researcher-l•4 )  . Her paper was published in Schwerte.
was particularly well received, as a luminary seemed to be
Deschner's reliability t o  torpcd all historians. How many hits does it 
really land? Karlhcinz Deschner examines this in the following reply.

Reinbek, a3. August Ibid 
non-fiction booklcktorac 
Rowohlt Verlag

Hermann Gicselbusch

* From conversations with Kzrlheinz Deschner, I know that he thanks the four 
speakers for their fsirne4: Professor Ulrich Faust O.S.B., Dean of the 
Hîscoric Seccion of the Bavarian Benedictine Academy, Professor Thea- fried 
Baumeister O.F.M., University of Maittt, Professor Erich Feldmann, Uni- 
versicüt Minster, and foraÍ Prnfcssnr Gert Haendler, University of Rostock.



WHOSE BREAD I EAT
or "Before any form of power on the belly"

by Karlheinz Deschner

/Vtaria R..-AIföIdi rezensierr und zensterr auf knqpp Iz Seiren 
(zy8-zip) unter dem Tirel Kaiser Konstantin: ein Großer der 
Geschichte? d'- 7- Seiten (zi 3-z85) des Kapitels -Der Hl.
Constantine, the first Christian Katser. 'Signature of seventeen
Centuries of Church History-- in volume l of my Eriminnf-
grsRiffiie of Christianity. Right at the beginning she finds it
-difficult to even approximate the content of Deschner's 
remarks" (I§ ). Why* Probably because she dislikes the content 
itself, which is nevertheless specified in ten sub-headings and 
accordingly precisely referenced, as well as the un-academic 
directness of the presentation, which she calls "popular", "even 
populist" (i yp), characterized by "strong tendencies" (iqq), to 
which I have already emphatically admitted in my introduction to 
the Ge- samtwcrka (vol. I, 36 ff.).
And when she concludes her report by urging caution in dealing 
with the writing of history, I can only emphatically agree!

Maria R.-Alföldi's attempt is in Part Three, which the editor 
titles "Exemplary Individual Criticism". Exemplarily, pars pro 
toto, I now subject this essay to a detailed critique, staying close 
to the text. Such a critique of the critique must necessarily pick 
up on minor details, it must almost inevitably become a 
somewhat laborious read. Some of it may come across as 
addicted to criticism, pedantic, brittle. But it can hardly be 
otherwise if the rebuttal is to be convincing.
After all, many small stones result in a clearly contoured out-
mosaic, on which opinions may differ.



-One reads that Constantine falsified his ancestry.
has ...- (I§q). You read it. So what? Is it wrong? The author 
doesn't say that. She only suggests it - a pinprick, part of the 
tactic to subliminally disqualify me. She hides the fact that 
Constantine, in order to label the co-rulers as usurpers, gave 
his father Constantius Chloriis a much nobler ascendancy, that 
he had the pagan and, according to church father Lactanz, 
even church destroyer, pass himself off as a Christian, and 
trivializes the falsification of the church.
his ancestry as a "temporary propaganda maneuver" (i*49) One 
reads that he had, she adds, -compromised his ancestors.
found in the middle". So what? Is it wrong? (See above)

-His mother Helena is g i v e n  all the gossip, the
!] ever promotes an unfavorable opinion¡ it was situation-
dependent at the time and, of course, status-related. Desch- ner 
crawls all over her unseen" (*4PJ

Once again, Mrs. Alföldi ignores the reasons for this -
misguided-

opinion". She calls it "situation-dependent" (which is mostly 
opinion) and, which she does not tone down here, "status-
related". However, she again fails to mention that prominent 
prelates also spread the "gossip", that Bishop Eustathius of 
Antioeia was therefore exiled for ever, that the Doctor of the 
Church Ambrose even said of Helena that Christ had "raised 
her from the dunghill to the throne".

-The first years of the young emperor's reign in the West are 
nothing but terrible wars against miserable Germanic tribes, who 
are then captured and mercilessly slaughtered. For old sources 
and new studies confirm that Constanini's barbarity was already 
unusual and terrible at the time. But the critic loves discreet hints, 
reproving epithets that make me out to be a historical 
obscurantist, without, discreetly, saying so; although she does not 
shy away from this either, under the pressure of her burden of 
proof (cf. p. I}d, i J6), indeed she simply falsifies my text (p. 
*50).



Constantine's victim Maxentius, she says, is "always excused 
despite his proven arbitrary rule" {up). Always? As if I did not 
also write of Maxentius that he "fleeced the inhabitants of the 
country", that he "added new tax burdens to the previous ones - 
admittedly "took his money first and foremost" from "where it 
was available in almost unlimited quantities"; nevertheless a 
laudable endeavor. Incidentally, I am not the one making 
excuses. I am quoting a researcher who, in the z8. In the eighth 
half-volume of i'aiily-Wissowa's Renfen- ryrJopädie, he 
explains as extensively as intensively why he defends 
Maxentius - whose position of the
"of a surrounded game (Groag).

The Christian side, however, vilifies the -godless Tyranus- 
almost to this day and systematically falsifies his biography (cf. 
p. aao f.). Even the -father of church histories, Bishop Euseb, 
whom Jacob Burckhardt calls -the first thoroughly dishonest 
historian of antiquity-, claims, for example, ron "the bloody 
brutality of the tyrant" Maxentius: "The number o f  senators he 
had executed ... cannot even be calculated. He had them 
murdered en masse ... he had them murdered." In fact, however, 
no senator killed by him is known. Nor i s  t h e r e  a n y  
concrete evidence of the cruelty attributed to him. Nor is it true, 
either for Rome or for Africa, that he was accused by the 
Church of being hostile to Christians. Some of his good deeds 
for the clergy were later transferred to Constantine. Even 
Christian sources confirm Maxentius' tolerance.  Bishop 
Optatus of Milewe correctly calls him the liberator of the 
church.

The author mentions none of this. Rather, she contends, and 
again without denying it, -Constantine is considered an aggres- 
sor (i¢q). As if it was not Constantine who declared war, but 
Maxentius! As if it was not Constantine who stormed from the 
Rhine to Rome, but Maxentius from Rome to the Rhine! As if 
Constantine had not soon put down the other co-rulers, or rather 
had them put down and killed! And as if Constantine did not 
soon k i l l  Maxentius' father too!



Constantine's warfare, the battles, are dripping with blood, 
especially the Germanic tribes, now conscripted, bristling with 
cruelty" (i¢p). Now I write, according to tradition, t h a t  
Constantine smothered the uprisings of his Germanic 
opponents in blood, had their kings mauled by bears in the 
Trier arena and elevated such performances to a permanent 
fixture as the "Franconian Games", the annual (i . to zo. July) 
highlight of the season. But I do not express - as much as I feel 
it - any regret, nor do "the Germanic tribes, who were just 
regretted ... with cruelty". Which i s  no contradiction at all.

Immediately afterwards, Ms. Alföldi quotes me: -In the end, 
'the son of the vanquished, together with his political appendages, 
is hunted over the blade' (I/zz3)." uRd continues: "but Maxentius' 
son Romulus has not b e e n  alive for years at that time. It is not 
known whether a second son w a s  brutally eliminated". It may 
be true that Romtilus Valerius "had not lived for years. But we 
don't know the exact year of his death any more than we know the 
exact year of his birth. And I am not naming Romulus Valerius.  
Of course,  if no other son of Ma- xentius had died at that time, I 
would have been wrong.
However, I would like to point out that Karl Hönn, for 
example, in his biography Konstantin der Große. Leben einer 
Zeiten- wride writes on p. zo;r of Maxentius: -His children [!) 
were killed": according to which even several children of the 
defeated Coristantin became victims. As Frati R.-Alföldi 
breaks off my quotation in the middle of the sentence and 
omits: "... the whole house of Maxentius [is] exterminated". 
This is the decisive fact.

"The fact that the high pagan dignitaries in Rome are spared 
and taken into service with the utmost wisdom is not no t ed  by  
the author" (I@Q f.). O dochl Viel- mehr sehen wir die 
führenden römischen Aristokraten-, steht bei mir auf Seite aao, -
unter Konstantin wieder in Amt und Würde".



The assertion that the next civil war against Maximinus Daia 
was not waged by Constantine, as Deschner suggests, but by his 
co-emperor Licinius (i o) i s  deliberately false. For I report (zz8), 
dat -Constantine and [!] Licinius", dat -two [!] God-loving men- 
instigated the outbreak of this armed conflict, but that "Licinius" 
led it with
"Christian Devises" and "Licinius" before the battle atR 3 . April 

3: -Helm off to prayer ...- There is 
no mention of Constantine in this whole conflict.
Bede.

But while Ms. Alföldi accuses me, as she does, of misleading 
the reader, sic does it herself. And while sic declares that I am 
suggesting that Constantine waged the war, sic suggests, again 
untruthfully, with the very next sentence -
-One reads again extremely emotional descriptions of atrocities of 
the old kind - (z o) -, these descriptions are mine, although, as 
clearly noted, they all originate from the church fathers Euseb and 
Lactanz. However, I must appear all the more likely to be the 
author as they also cited me immediately afterwards: -Licinius' 
soldiers are simply called 'butchers' (i yo). (By the way: suddenly 
Licinius after all! And not Constantine, as sic had slipped me two 
lines earlier!)

Soldiers are butchers with me: How dubious! The professor for 
auxiliary sciences of antiquity erc. s e e s  it. Battle experience, 
battle leader, battle luck, battle glory, battle death, you can say 
and write that, it sounds good, is worthy of all honor, like the 
battle itself! But butcher is simply unrefined.

I then comment on the autocracy of this man,  whom even sic 
accuses of "Byzantinism" ,  with -historical acuity- (I O) SO 
W £d W £d vorgcworfend -. "He forces the church under his 
thumb¡ which in turn, according to Deschner, gladly and 
opportunistically bows to him in order to g a i n  money and 
power."
But that was only -a certain clearly definable group at court 
...-.

No. Because the Church was founded by Constantine (and his



ne closest successor) 'its gauze to eminent influence, to prestige, 
which is undisputed. Bishops throughout the empire cheered 
t h e  dictator. His favours were showered on the hierarchs of 
distant countries, and the Catholic clergy, the now recognized, 
privileged caste, benefited from money, honours, titles, basilicas 
and other buildings, through remission of duties and taxes, 
exemption from taking oaths and giving testimony, permission to 
use the state post office, the right to accept testamentary 
dispositions and bequests, indeed, the ruler - like so many 
o t h e r s  in the future! - the prelates of the state
power, and of course he also decided questions of faith. Quite a 
few chief shepherds imitated the character and ceremonial of 
the imperial residence in their official residences.  The sources 
repeatedly state that "he made himself honored and worthy of 
envy in the eyes of the ancients, -provided them with even more 
prestige through his orders and laws-, "opened all treasuries with 
imperial magnanimity ..." And so Constantine - who not only 
called himself "co-bishop, bishop for external affairs" 
(epískopos tõn ektós), but, modestly,
-Our deity" (nostrum niimen) - soon still and especially the greatest 
church lights, Ambrose, Chrysostom, Hieronymtis, Cyril of 
Alexandria.

My critic, however, criticizes the fact that -others go into 
opposition is not said - because it is not relevant; the less 
significant resistance of the schismatics and heretics is discussed 
for pages. What good does it do! "The fact that church 
historiography was the first t o  give its hero the epithet of a 
'Great' is again wrong: it was the Athenian Praxagoras ..." (iJo). 
What does "wrong again" mean here? And what does it mean -
wrong-? It says correctly: "Church history gives Constantine the 
epithet "the Great". However, in order t o  get this wrong first, in 
order to be able to convict me of another "mistake", Professor
R.-Alföldi as inconspicuously as infamously the two words
"first", which are missing in my case!



Now, not everything that I lack speaks for me: "obvious lack 
of research technique", for example, which the editor accuses 
me of. Mrs. R.-Alföldi certainly has a  lot of
-research technology-. Not least because of this, she also likes 
my polemics. And she finds me particularly polemical towards 
the church, the military and war. However, it is neither 
polemical nor populist, no, it is technically elegant: "He simply 
sees this form of supporting the state as a betrayal of Christ 
himself. His tendency culminates in the specially emphasized 
phrase: -But precisely this, the greatness of the rage that 
makes the crime punishable, became and remained the 
morality of the church- (iyo f.).

Now the always obscene liaison of throne and altar, at times 
in countless massacres from the fourth century to the 
present day,
not a product of my "tendentiousness" (Z4s), but of my
horrible enough. But as with many conformists in the field, 
hardly any blood flows from her, in truth: not a drop, while she, it 
seems, with all disgust to me: "the battles letters of blood- (z q) - 
as if I would forgive it.

On the other hand, it ignores, no doubt with the majority of 
the historians' guild, the historical perversity that leads epoch 
after epoch morally ad absurdum, ethically completely 
discredited: the extremely embarrassing practice o f  hanging 
small gangsters and glorifying big ones. Nothing specifically 
Christian, mind you. Even the African bishop, martyr and saint 
Cyprian castigates this in paganism. If blood is shed 
individually, he complains, it is called atrocity, if publicly, 
bravery. "It i s  the greatness of the rage that makes the crime 
unpunished ..." (zyi f.).

According to Maria R.-A1földi, my -tendency- culminates in 
the-

of this turn of phrase, completely concealing the fact that it comes 
from St. Francis.
Cyprian comes from! I, on the other hand, will, it says immediately 
afterwards,
-more and more undifferentiated and e m o t i o n a l  ...- (iyi). For 



while she speaks, only in a subordinate clause, research-coolly, 
summarily of the -tragic end- of Constantine's relatives, I 
obviously count "increasingly undifferentiated and emotional-



that the great saint and holy great had his father-in-law Emperor 
Maximialt 3-O hanged in Marseilles, then s t r a n g l e d  his 
oblique Licinius and Bassianus, beat Licinius' son Licinianus to 
death in Ksrthago, poisoned his own son Crispus (also 
massacring numerous friends) and had his wife Fausta, 
Licinianus had his wife Fausta, mother of five c h i l d r e n ,  
suffocated in the bath - while he himself sent other murderers of 
relatives to hell by means of the long abolished dreadful sacking 
(poena cul)ei, particularly slow drowning in a leather sack).

Not enough of the increasingly emotional: I also investigate
-the changes in criminal legislation-, the professor complains 
indignantly, "always with a negative sign" (i $i). And is thus 
again being untruthful, unless she has merely skimmed over 
my work and simply slipped up. For I d o  c o n c e d e  - not 
always negatively - that the development of law often followed 
humanizing tendencies of older (pagan) law or (pagan) 
philosophy, sometimes, admittedly, reinforcing them under 
Christian influence. And to emphasize the first Christian 
emperor, Constantine certainly also softened some penal 
provisions, perhaps even under Christian influence, which is 
often difficult to determine in detail. For example, unilateral 
divorce was made more difficult (not abolished!), debtors were 
better protected from their creditors, the death penalty by 
crucifixion and leg-breaking (3zo still attested by law) was 
replaced by execution on the gallows. Constantine also 
forbade the branding of faces (of those condemned to 
gladiatorial combat and mining work), 'because man is created 
in the image of God ...'- - although I don't want to hide the 
postscript: -and one could also brand hands and calves!" This 
is what I say on page zö6.

But the critic does not even attempt to correct what I have 
"always" treated negatively, to justify her rebuke. For, of course, 
it does not fit into her apologetic concept that the theologians and 
historians up to



today's highly celebrated despot (who -'under the influence of 
Christian ideas-, as the Handbook of the Church's faithful 
confesses, "manifested an increasing respect for the dignity of the 
human person-, the "Christian respect for human life-: Catholic), 
that this saintly cutthroat, for example, still ripened the tongues of 
informers before executing them, that he still had the domestic 
servants involved in bride robberies killed, slaves burned, m e n  
killed by liquid lead in the mouth; that he generally killed every 
slave and domestic servant who only accused his master (except, 
significantly, cases of adultery, high treason and tax fraud!) 
without investigation or admission of witnesses; that he, himself 
devoted to astrology, himself legally allowed cures, weather 
spells, sympathy cures, punished the mere administration of -love 
cups- with exile and confiscation of goods, but in case of death 
with tearing apart by robbery or crucifixion.

Not a word from the Constantine expert on all this and more. 
Rather, immediately after the £alschmeldung that I always 
discuss Constantine's penal legislation negatively, she continues, I 
even accuse the emperor of anti-Semitism, and this despite the 
well-known fact that the Jews at that time could still freely 
practice their faith (i yi).

As if the free exercise of faith by the Jews contradicted the 
anti-Semitism of the emperor - a ruler who scolds the Jews as 
spiritually blind, a "hated people" to whom he
-This is a "congenital madness", which allows them to enter 
Jerusalem only one day a year, prohibits them from keeping 
Christian slaves, which marks the beginning of their serious 
expulsion from agriculture.
anti-Jewish law from the fall 3*5 * instruction to Judaism 
already threatens the converting Jew and the converted 
Christian with burningl

The fact that I only "hesitantly" concede Constantine's 
reticence towards the pagans {I5<) is also not true. Ge-
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I concede on page zy8 that the regent -first of all- clearly 
maintained reserves vis-à-vis the pagans. I emphasize his 
lifelong position as pontifex maximus, as president of the pagan 
college of priests, stress that his supreme pontificate, which 
testifies to his attachment to the pagan religion, always stood at 
t h e  head of his offices in the official texts, and so on.

On the other hand, those who know the emperor fail to 
mention that, as his power and freedom of movement grew, his 
emperor also attacked the pagans more and more rigorously, 
most clearly in the last years of his reign, even if it was not in his 
interest to tackle the vast majority of the empire head-on. 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , he forbade the restoration of 
dilapidated temples and even ordered temples to b e  c l o s e d .  
In all provinces they were also robbed for him, his favorites, for 
the churches, -ruthlessly plundered- (Tinnefeld), indeed t h e r e  
w a s  an -unprecedented t h e f t  of art" (Kornemann). And then 
Constantine also decreed their destruction¡ "he destroyed from 
the ground up precisely those who were held in the highest honor 
by the idolaters". "At a wink, triumphs Bishop Euseb, lay entire 
temples
-on the ground". Last but not least, the potentate had the fifteen 
books of Porphyrios Against the Christians burned, thus 
anticipating the "entire biblical criticism of modern times" 
(Poulsen) and -also heiite-, according to the theologian Harnack, 
-is not wi- der Icgr-.

Maria R.-Alfö1di again says absolutely nothing about all this. 
On the other hand, she notes Constantine's "undeniable reticence 
towards the pagans", which I allegedly admit "only hesitantly", 
and immediately serves up the further untruth that I "again hardly 
see that his
"severity" against heretics resulted from the desire to "secure 
internal peace" (i yi).

For in reality, as it says on page *77 f.,  the emperor's fight 
against the "heretics" was less about religion than about the unity 
of the Church ... and thus the unity of the



heheit des Reiches ... In order to strengthen the state, the ruler 
strove for the unity of the church, and he hated the "fire of 
discord". I make it clear that Constantine, as he himself says, 
desired the unity of God down below, so that the state could also 
"enjoy its fruits"; I emphasize that the regent therefore "sought 
state unity like nothing else", that in letters to bishops, synods and 
congregations he "tirelessly invoked unity, concordia, peace and 
harmony, harmony and unity", that he repeatedly postulated "a 
unified order", r e p e a t e d l y  demanded t h a t  "the Catholic 
Church should be a single faith", "that the universal church 
should be one" - and was told that this was "again hardly seen . . 
."

On the other hand, t h e  author does not in the slightest 
concretize the briefly touched upon Cai- serian "severity" 
towards heretics. The first Christian emperor fighting against 
Christians does not fit the picture well. Not a word, then, about 
the fact that Constantine, in a harsh -heretic'- edict (if Bishop 
Euseb, the transmitter, d i d  not forge it), accuses all heretics of 
"lies", of "folly", scolds them as "enemies of the truth", 
"seducers to destruction" ¡ that for years he waged war on the 
American Donatists, took away their churches, their property, 
that he sent soldiers against them, whereby, even before the 
pagans were massacred, the first persecution of Christians in the 
name of the Church took p l a c e ,  the storming of basilicas, the 
murder o f  men and women, the killing of two Donatist bishops, 
and a bloody Bavarian war, as the persecuted joined forces with 
the hard-harassed land slaves. And, of course, nothing about the 
fight against the Marconite Church, which was perhaps larger, or 
at least older, than the Catholic Church.
He banned their religious services, confiscated their properties 
and destroyed their prayer houses. In this way, the expert, 
largely omitting everything detrimental in detail, can finally pay 
tribute not only to a murderer many thousands of times over, but 
also to an unavoidable murderer.



the first emperor to e s t a b l i s h  his personal will as a "direct 
source of law" (Schwartz), the attribute "the Great ... not without 
reason" ( i Jq).

Everything so far has only concerned a little more than two 
pages of text by the historian.

Now, in small print, it offers some "particularly disturbing 
errors and distortions". But since it already had little to say in the 
large print, above all little that was essential, but many incorrect 
things, corrections that w e r e  misrepresentations, euphemistic 
distortions, dishonest suggestions, misrepresentations, mostly 
distractions from the decisive - typical for the historian with his 
eye on church or state power - one can probably guess what 
significance it offers in the small print.

I don't want to bore you with this. But here are a few 
examples (out of a total of ten).

The name of a senator from the time of Constantine
-always written 'Anylinus'" (U2.). Well, the name occurs twice. 
So why "always"? And the spelling "Anylinus" is not wrong at 
all. For this is also how the "father of church history", Bishop 
Eiiseb, always writes. And of course you can write countless 
names in Greek or Latin without committing t h e  slightest 
lapse. But she claims: "his real name is Annuli- nus . . .-

On page zz3 she notes --But still in the last years of his life 
Constantine let himself be depicted in a porphyry statue like 
Helios (....)" - which, according to Deschner, stands for his 
eminent falsity (i ya). But that is not what my account i s  about 
at all. For this is not about the emperor at all, but about the 
Church Fathers, who, with the help of contradictory legends, 
turn his victory over Maxentius into a victory of Christianity 
over paganism, thus creating a myth that lasted until the First 
and Second World Wars.



fatal continuing political-miÍitant -religiosity, the -Cairo 
theology"-. In contrast, I report on page za3, Juppiter 
Conservator appears on Constantine's coins for a long time, as 
does Mars, but for the longest time the unconquered sun god, Sol 
Invictus. Then follows the sentence she brings, and I quote the 
section to the end: -Yet still in the last years of his life 
Constantine Í h a s  himself depicted in a por- phyr statue like 
Hclios, indeed, even a day before his death he inculcates a law 
'that the pagan priests should be forever free from all base 
burdens'. Just as he himself was of the opinion that he had never 
changed the god to whom he prayed.

Where would I have even hinted at Constantine's "eminent 
falsity" here? The researcher invents it.

On the same page (i Jz) she takes up my remark that the head 
of Licinius, like that of Constantine, first appears on coins with a 
'nimbus', a halo: a symbol of their inner divine experience" (a33).

What i s  i t  a l l  a b o u t ? As long as Constantine needed 
Licinius to destroy his opponents, the church fathers also praised 
and extolled Licinius. But as soon as Constantine turns 
a g a i n s t  Licinius, the crass opportunists demonize the 
previously "God-loved" and turn him into an unparalleled 
monster¡ now suddenlyÍhe is cruel and madl Everything the critic 
can think of: "The equation of nimbus with halo is not correct for 
late antiquity"
(i Jz). Sic distracts from the essentials. Once again, he doesn't 
even address my larger and more extensive suggestions, the 
actual matter, and instead presents some trivialities like "not true 
for late antiquity ...". As if that were my topic! But does the idea 
even apply on its own? Because what does late antiquity mean 
here* How long does sic last? B S §I ? Until 375? Until 47
Or until around t h e  middle of the 7th century? There i s  no 
communis opinio on this. And everyone knows that such an epoch
dividing, delimiting in time, assigning, there is always something
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arbitrary - always only apparent, because in reality
uncertain fixed points.

What is certain, however, is that the nimbus, which 
s y m b o l i z e s  divine apparitions in the form of an enveloping 
or luminous cloud, is already evident in Hpnier, that it 
distinguishes gods, heroes, kings, Venus for example, Neptune, 
Mithras, Alexander, and finally, in the ¢th century, was 
transferred to Christ by Constantine. Century, from Constantine 
to Christ and since the beginning of the y. Since the beginning of 
the yth century, it has been u s e d  regularly and generally for 
angels, apostles and saints. (Resourceful Catholic theologians 
discovered the nimbus, the gloria, the halo already in the New 
Testament!) However: the incriminated "equation of nimbus and 
halo" firstly plays no role in the context of my text, secondly it is 
factually correct, and thirdly it is also chronologically correct for 
late antiquity.

On my page zd3 f. passim, Maria R.-Alföldi ari,
-diriir- is apostrophized as the title of the emperor, s'tter and 
sanctus are scolded in the imperial milieu as the highest form of 
address (-si). But in my case it clearly states, firstly, that 
"Constantine is no longer, as Diocletian and his co-regen-
and secondly, the terms derer and sanctus are nowhere scolded 
by m e ,  neither as the highest formulation nor at all.

A final example of Maria R.-AI- földi's critical ingenuity comes 
from her small-print insert on "particularly disturbing errors and 
attitudes" (I$1). She quotes me:
"On coins from the mints of his Christian sons he ascends to 
heaven, as his father did, and here he finds -once again- how 
little Deschner can keep himself under control when he 
formulates his criticism: It has o b v i o u s l y  remained unknown 
to him how the classical-pagan consecratio with the eagle of 
Constantius Chlorus rising from the burning pyre is depicted on 
coins.

So I don't just lack the research technique, no, I also lack 
knowledge. I am aware of that, by the way



himself very aware. Who was not lacking in knowledge?
"but apparently unknown to me, with which she fills my 
supposed knowledge gap. She quotes me herself, Konstantin 
"ascended to heaven like his father ..." And almost forty years 
ago, in Abermals Drähte der Hahn, I  was already aware of 
numerous other ascensions of pagan and Jewish rulers, those 
of Cybele, Heracles, Attis, Mithras, Caesar and Homer, Enoch, 
Moses, Elijah ... Of course: -to call this 'ascension' is at least 
misleading" (i y3). But why then? Is it only Lord Jesus who 
really and truly ascended*?

Maria R.-Alfö1di, who already found it "difficult" to "even 
approximate the content" of my chapter on Constantine, 
already had problems, as she confesses at the beginning of her 
second part of the text, when reading the "quotations prefixed 
as a motto; the selection was again "not exactly clear" to her, 
but at the same time "even more characteristic than the 
individual units just indicated, namely: - Tendency and mood-
mongering thus already as a prelude" (iy3 f.). But every 
historiography is tendentious, without exception¡ there is no 
honest one! For each has a certain tendency, direction, each 
advocates or opposes something, -votes- for or against 
something.  Every historian is of course predetermined, bound, 
subjective. Everyone has their determinants, premises, 
predilections; everyone has their value systems, hypotheses, 
selection mechanisms, projections, egoisms, their patterns of 
interpretation and typifications, their models of interpretation. 
Everyone illuminates, researches and explains the world and 
history in terms of their world view. And most dangerous of all: 
those who deny this, who act impartially, who feign value 
neutrality, scientific-theoretical innocence, in short, those who 
mime objectivity, which presumably does not exist, least of all 
in theology and historiography (read my
-Einleitung zum Gesamtwerk- in the first volume, page37  ff.).



-Objective-, says Johann Gustav Droysen, "is only the thoughtless!
There are six quotations. The first, by Augustine, praises 

Constantine's wars and victories in a nutshell; the second, by 
church historian Bishop Euseb, hails the ruler's "eradication of all 
kinds of idolatry". In three further quotations by theologians from 
the later zo. For Peter Stocknieier, the first Christian emperor is a 
"shining example", for Kurt Aland "a Christian, and a Christian 
in heart, not just in outward a p p e a r a n c e ". And Karl Baus 
calls his stele posture "that of a true believer". The book 
concludes w i t h  a text by Percy Bysshe Shelley, "the early great 
lyric poet from the beginning of the iq. century, who for
Deschnei olfenbar has said the only true thing- (z$4): " - this 
monster Konstantin ... this cold-blooded and seem-
The holy brute cut his son's  throat, strangled his wife, murdered 
his father-in-law and his brother-in-law and maintained a clique 
of bloodthirsty and bigoted Christian priests at his court, one of 
whom would have been enough to incite one half of humanity to 
slaughter the other."

Now Shelley's statement is by no means "the only true one". 
However, this view of things is certainly closer to what happened 
than that of the ancient and modern priests quoted before him.

Before I move on t o  t h e  third and final main part of Alföldi's 
critique, a few more accusations from her number II.

For example, she teaches me about termini technici, which I 
described decades ago when describing the cult of the ruler and 
its influence on the New Testament, and suggests - a trick as 
popular as it is clumsy - that mocking titles such as "savior and 
benefactor" o p e n s  doors; it is "not worth it". As if she didn't 
also know: the majority of believers have no idea of these (and a 
hundred other) religious-historical backgrounds, have no idea of 
the fact that nothing in Christianity is original - of the Christmas 
festival, for example.
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for the Ascension - still no idea today. That' s what churches live 
on! In iibrigcn my
-mocking" in the sentence - allegedly -sneeringly emphasized by 
me- -: -The 'savior and benefactor' had prepared the decisive battle 
with .religio-political actions . . .-

It has nothing decisive to say, so it can only e v e r  insinuate, 
because it is unfounded, it has to distort, exaggerate, outright 
misrepresent or simply be false. However, the 
schoolmarmishness often attributed to me, which is downright 
ridiculous not only in view of what is under discussion, shows 
more than many things how u n s o u n d  all this is. For example, 
when she complains (p. Ud f.) that the use of modern 
expressions unknown to antiquity, such as
• Aggressor" (sic) and "war of aggression" are not "appropriate" 
and lead the reader "astray". But how many recent historians 
use new vocabulary for old epochs¡ in my chapter on 
Constantine, I quote old master Otto Seeck with the word -war 
of aggression-.

Ans blatantøi lack of tangible objections sic even complains 
that essays are relatively underrepresented in my work compared 
t o  the monographs (i y ). Well, that's enough. There is no 
standard here either. Certainly, a lot of new things are "written" 
in essay form; far too much.
But "a lot of new things" doesn't have to be a lot of good things, 
as far as I'm c o n c e r n e d .  And I'm certainly not asking her 
about the good.

Mrs. R.-Alföldi also accuses me of "ignorance" about the tribal 
composition of the Franconians.

The young emperor Constantine, I write on Se tØ AI7, had 
defeated the Franks as lord of Britain and Gaul and then "had 
their kings Ascaricus and Merogaisus eaten by hungry bears to 
the delight of all. A little later I add that these Frankish kings 
may have been Bructerians or Tubantes. But this, counters sic, 
does not reveal -as perhaps intended,



erudition and knowledge, but the ignorance of the historical fact 
that 'the Franks' are a tribal confederation in which [they] very 
well have their place atich the Brnkterer and the Tubanten" (i J6)

But does my text rule that out? "Possibly", I say, the two 
kings of the Franks "were in reality Bructerians or Tubantes". 
Constantine had defeated the Germanic tribe of the Bructeri on 
the Rhine. But there were also -Boriiktuarians-, as Beda reports, 
who only arrived much later, towards the end of the y. century, 
between Lippe and Ruhr. Century, between Lippe and Ruhr 
u n d e r  Saxon rule. When missionary bishop SuitbCrt (d. 71 y) 
tried to "convert" these Westphalian Brukterer, he had to flee 
from the Saxons. Thus the Bructerians were by no means 
(completely) absorbed into the Franks at first. And even if some 
of them belonged to the Franks at the time of Constantine, they 
were still Brukterer - just as the Saxons remained Saxons under 
the Franks.

I never quote inappropriately. And when I quote, I do so 
with the utmost care. Of course, I regularly quote from the 
"Zussmmcnhsrig gerissene (I§4); I have that in common with 
all the quoters in the world. But the slander that I offer 
"quotations from ancient and modern sources" is astonishing.
(specialist) literature mostly mutilated" i-i4) Even if I had not 
insisted on the particularly infamous word "mostly", this would 
have had to be underpinned b y  a wealth of evidence. Where are 
they?

However, Maria R.-Alfö1di can really score a hit (i J6): my 
confusion of the Lateran Basilica with the BssiliLa at the Forum 
Romanum. Triumph!

I will summarize my portrayal of the emperor, include what I 
have already discussed and which I consider to be 
particularly relevant, and finally confront, also only briefly, 
the "counter-image of Constantine" outlined by the critic.

F o r  the sake of his career, Constantine I adopted the religion 
of his father Constantius Chlorus, a former imperial
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Lcibwächter, forged, illegally elevated himself to emperor and, 
in an unparalleled lust for power, smashed the Diocletianic 
system of the tetrarchy and had three co-emperors murdered. 
Constantine w a g e d  war all his life. He is aggressive
-from the beginning- (Stallknecht); always with -only this goal 
of a greater rule" (Vogt)¡ in the process again and again
"practising 'terrible severity' (Kornemann): 3o6 against the 
Bructeri, 3Io against the Bructeri. 3••  against Co-Emperor 
Ma- xentius, 3i3 against the Franks,i•4  against the Sarmatians, 
3Ij against the Goths, a r o u n d  this time also against Co-
Emperors
Licinius, whereby Constantine is said to have destroyed more than 
zo ooo of his enemies. 3zo against the Alemanni, 3za against the 
Safmates, 3z3 against the Goths, whereby he orders anyone who 
stands by them to be burned alive. 3z against co-emperor Linius, 
a "religious war", of which Constantine, who is already out with -
e1dbishops, -holy and pure-, prays with his Sol- dateska and 
finally jo ooo corpses cover the battlefield; E3O ships and5°°°  
sailors sink before the
Steep coast near Kallipolis.

Constantine promised Licinius his life on oath and had 
him strangled a year later, also liquidating many of his 
prominent supporters in all the cities of the East. "Every 
Christian emperor endeavored to emulate this great role model, 
assures the Catholic theologian Stockmeier¡
-any reference could be made to it in order to place an ideal [!] 
before the eyes of the princes-. Yes, he became the "ideal figure ... 
of Christian rulership in general- (Löwe).

All this, only listed here, is reflected in R. Alfö1di (rq8) in 
the sentence: -He first asserts himself, then step by step gains the 
territories of his co-rulers in order to finally unite the entire Roman 
Empire under his sceptre.- Seen in this way, history is certainly a 
clean, aseptic affair. There is hardly any bloodshed, even if she 
adds: "He has to fight repeatedly on the borders in order to secure 
the empire's territory".

3z8 Constantine marches against the Goths, 3zq against the Ale-



against the Goths, whose losses, also due to famine and frost, 
have been calculated at one hundred thousand. And still in the 
year of his death337  WOllte der -Schöpfer des
Christian world empire" (Dölger) with many military bishops
set out on a crusade against the Persians.

But Maria R.-Alföldi says very little about everything with 
which Constantine founded the Christian West, which is what 
makes Constantine - like Charles 1 mutatis mutanis - "the Great", 
and this more inevitably in the polemic against me. There is also 
little mention of the personal cruelty of the emperor, for whom 
human life had "no value" (Seeck), of the -Franconian Player
(Iz(. 2-O. July), of the -ludi Gothici" (¢.-p. February), where he 
had prisoners thrown to wild animals en masse in the arena, there is 
absolutely nothing¡ similar about the massacre of his closest 
relatives. This brutal murder (which his son Constantius 11th 
continued in the year of his father's death, just as massacres of 
relatives remained the rule in Christian dynasties) is probably 
d u e  t o  this terrible trait of the holy great Maria R.-A1földi's 
ladylike sentence, which could hardly be more grotesque: "He 
even seems to have a tendency to irascibility (i y8).

The " internationally respected Constantine researcher" (i ¢8) 
makes no mention whatsoever of the retention of torture, even 
in court, as desired by the idealized Christian Constantine - "and 
the methods used were cruel" (Grant). Likewise the wretched 
slave drudgery. Whenever slaves die from beatings by their 
masters, Constantine decrees on i8. Ap* 3z6, the slayers are -of 
guilt hei (ctilpa niidi sunt) ... may the masters
They should not fear any investigation (quaestionem) ...- And 
His Majesty even expressly forbids in another decree to 
investigate whether the killing was intentional or not! The 
defender of the -Great- completely conceals such things. Almost 
every detail from the particularly important and therefore by far 
the longest sub-chapter -On the Church of the Great - is also 
omitted.



The church of the pacifists to the church of the field priests". It 
addresses the fundamental fact, which disavows Catholica to this 
day, that its theologians of the first three centuries nowhere in 
East and West allow military service; that they even forbid all 
self-defence and the death penalty, the death sentence as well as 
execution or even just the report that leads to it ( dat according to 
the church order of the Roman Catholic Church) .
E v e n  hunters cannot b e  Christians according t o  t h e  3rd 
century bishop and saint Hippolytus). Constantine does that
ChPlstentum 3-5 to a permitted religion with a wealth of 
advantages, especially for the hierarchs - and immediately the 
previous pacifists deliver to the suddenly pro-Christian state
the sheep to the knife. Anyone who threw down their weapons in 
war would b e  excluded, and the soldier martyrs o f  old would 
fly out of the church calendars!

In this context, I am fighting against old and new defenders of 
such tremendous betrayal, i n c l u d i n g  Hans von 
Campenhausen - to which Maria R.-Alfö1di, with her own sense 
of the essential, knows nothing to say but the sentence: -The 
citation 'the free theologian' ... r e p r e s e n t s  a highlight" 
{i Jö).

And what does her -counter-image of Constantine look like 
in a few sketches" (-s7)? I will abbreviate it here once again, 
where possible iii literally: The ge-
The weakened Limes is rebuilt by the ruler, a more effective tax 
system is introduced, the empire's territory is restructured to 
increase revenue, and the bureaucracy is greatly expanded. 
Professions and duties are - this is not my German - forcibly 
made hereditary, deficiencies are eliminated as far as possible, a 
powerful general staff is created and the new residence of 
Constantinople is founded in a strategically decisive location.

Constantine had unquestionable military gifts and knew how 
to make sovereign use of his enormous opportunities as emperor. 
He can be mild, but if his position comes under threat, he t akes  
a  hard line, while remaining an-



slowly a cautious real politician. He tried with might and main 
to level the rifts between the old and the new faith, admittedly 
favoring the Christians, but even here he acted mostly with 
foresight and realism, even though the problem of the just war 
of the attacked burdened good Christians heavily. In short, an 
intrepid neo-liberator, his work h a s  endured for an 
astonishingly long time and serves as a useful basis for the 
future - "Christianity is also new in this sense, it has led and 
con t inues  to lead historically to this day" (i Cq).

Doesn't that sound good, not very familiarly academic, the 
way they, according to the editor in the introduction, "fafit! Is 
blood flowing? Are tribes and peoples dying in the dirt? No, 
the dirt is piling up on me! My -overmighty, even more so, 
emotionally charged e- fer is alienating, seems 
"unbelievable", makes -genuine contributions to the 
discussion impossible. And so the following applies to my 
company
"without reservation the thoughtful words of the French poet 
Paul Valéry, when he says: 'The writing of history i s  the most 
dangerous product ever used in the kitchen of human 
intellect.'- (By the way: "when he says ...-, somewhat clumsy, 
stupid, completely superfluous. Not incidentally: the professor 
of auxiliary knowledge of antiquity provides the original 
version of the sentence in a footnote. I'll pass over the typo -
dangeureux-. But there is not a syllable in Valcry about the -
poisonous kitchen of the human intellect- in which -ever" 
something was -brewed-. If tek had taken such liberties with 
the translator, I would certainly have been accused of "traduttore, 
traditore", "tendentiousness", even "falsification").

Incidentally, I am also convinced of the aptness of Valéry's 
bon mot, of its significance, of the meaning of this word with 
regard to the usual historiography dominated by power-political 
categories, to a historiography that always demonizes all petty 
gangsterism, often only alleged gangsterism, even to the point of



T h e  great criminals of history have been submissively courted 
through the ages. Time and t i m e  a g a i n ,  this historical 
narrative has put forward the most pernicious models. Time a n d  
a g a i n ,  its perverse, malicious pseudo-ideals corrupt humanity; 
time and a g a i n ,  it has been no less responsible than the 
glorified bloodhounds themselves for the misery resulting from 
deeply unethical, misanthropic, power-hungry,  success-driven 
thinking. And than Christianity. That Christianity of which R.-
A1földi (i5q), immediately following Constantine's work,  says: 
'Christianity is also new in this sense'. It sounds unseemly 
cynical in view of its unholy betrayal at the time, but it is also 
undeniably true.

And nothing has been so fatal for the peoples, especially for 
the Christian ones, nothing speaks so contemptuously of this 
Christianity itself as the famous fact that it
"historically continues to this day".

But if the conventional histo- riography, which only crowns 
the victors and cultivates a different kind of hagiography, were 
followed by a history that is critical of domination, a truly 
ethical view and assessment of history, what would be more 
desirable, what would be more useful to the peoples, these 
peoples who have been oppressed and burned again and again? 
And so, in closing, I too am reminded of the words of a poet 
and thinker, of a sentence by Nobel Prize winner Elias Canetti, 
which precedes the first volume of the Criminal History of 
Christianity: -Wars are as sacred to historians; these break, 
salutary or inevitable thunderstorms, from the sphere of the 
supernatural into the self-evident and declared course of the 
world. I hate the historians' respect for something just because 
it happened, their falsified, retrospective standards, their 
impotence, which lies at the bottom of their bellies before any 
form of power."



i. CHAPTER

EMPEROR LUDWIG I. THE FROMME
(8z§-8go)

-Ludwig's kingdom was supposed to be a kingdom of peace ... 
However, Due did not rule out wars against the pagans, but 
actually demanded them, as they were grilling Satan's allies.- 

Heinrich Fichtenau'

-How did the Church behave during this whole sad period? It 
is interesting to observe how the Church succeeds in gaining 
the upper hand at the very moment when the imperial power 

begins to decline. It is certain that the
Franconian bishops played a decisive role in this ... Apparently, men 
like Agobard and Wala,

Psschasius lfadbert, Bernhard von Vienne and Ebbo von 
Reime were in charge of these intricate intrigues and 
exploited the greed and ambition of the laity with the 

most honest and selfless intentions for the greater glory of 
God.- H. Daniel-Rops'

-But with the empire, driven by his own passions and 
seeking only his own advantage,  things went from bad to 

worse day by day.

" . and the misery of the people grew many times over with 
each day - Annalcs Xaotenscs (Bye)'





Charlemagne, the saint, was not only active on the battlefield. As 
far as is known, he also had nineteen children, eight sons, eleven 
daughters, and this with no less than nine different wives - 
(admittedly still an almost modest flock in view of the 6z children 
of Bishop Henry of Liège, this industrious worker in the pure 
mountain of the Lord, to whom Pope Gre- gor X. ifR 13th century 
alone attests "within zz months I§ sons").

Despite the Carolingian blessing of children, there were no 
problems with the question of succession.

In the event of his death, Charles had divided the kingdom 
between his three sons in the so-called Divisio re- gnorum. Each 
was to take over the defensio sancti Petri, the protection of the 
Roman church. However, the father saw the two older sons sink 
into the grave completely unexpectedly: Pippin 8io, Charles, 
who had apparently long been intended to be the main heir to 
the imperial crown, the following year. It hit the ruler so hard 
that he thought of becoming a monk. Only the youngest and, as 
he knew, the least suitable for the throne, Louis, born yy8 in 
Chasseneuil near Poitiers, remained of his "legitimate" sons, 
only to be installed as emperor at the age of thirty-six, then 
deposed, reinstated, overthrown once again and brought back 
once more.

All's well that ends well? Well, in any case, the pious Ludwig,
which counts more than anything, from an early age "always God
learned to fear and love", as one of his contemporary
Biographers u *i7 the noble Franconian Thegan, choir bishop 
of the Trier diocese, provost of St. Cassius Abbey in
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Bonn. Louis had been sub-king in Aquitaine since 7g and had 
been anointed by Pope Hadrian I. And on Sunday, September i i, 
8i3, the father had him proclaimed successor in Aachen, including
crowning him co-emperor, admittedly renouncing any 
involvement of the pope, indeed of any clergyman.

But the whole thing took place in front of an altar, "in honor of 
our Lord Jesus Christ" after long prayers by the two potentates. 
Charles admonished his son and successor to love and fear the 
Almighty in particular, to obey his commandments in everything, 
to lead his churches, to honor the priests as fathers, to love the 
people as sons. He was to force arrogant and wicked people onto 
the path of salvation, comfort the monasteries and appoint God-
fearing servants. He hardly found an end to his invocation of the 
Lord, but then crowned Louis co-emperor after the latter had 
sworn to uphold everything, whereupon the people shouted: 
"Long live Emperor Louis!" and both monarchs heard mass.

Since this coronation, Karl, already quite decrepit and lame on 
one foot, has only, if we may trust Bishop Thegan, prayed, given 
alms - and the four Gospels, the infallible Word of God, -
improved- or, as Thegan also says,
-corrected" (optime correxerat) before he died on z8. January 8z9. 
He left his son a huge empire consisting of four powerful units, 
which he and his highly esteemed ancestors and predecessors had 
almost completely zitsnm- miigernii6ed: Francis, the center of the 
state, with the royal courts and the great abbeys, a s  well as 
Germania, Aquitania and Italia.

KILLING AND PRAYING

Two areas that had long been decisive for Christian rulers and 
would remain so for many centuries also shaped the life of the 
young Louis: war and the church.

All noble Christians had the so-called craft of war
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from early childhood. As a rule, they had to be trained in mounted 
combat by the time they reached puberty and be able to wield 
weapons at the age of nt or i5, sometimes even earlier. And, of 
course, the nobles were eager to go into battle (Riché). (In 
contrast, hardly any of them were known to be able to read or 
even write. -Three fingers shout, but the whole body works, was a 
much-quoted saying. It spoiled the eyes, it was said, bent the 
back, hurt the ribs and stomach, the kidneys ached, the whole 
body nourished the fatigue).

Ludwig, who had a strong body, strong arms, was skilled in 
riding, archery and lance throwing - not his equal - but according 
to research was peaceable, accompanied his father at the latter's 
request during his Avar expedition.
(IV 4 J ), at least as far as the Vienna Wood. Soon afterwards, in 
7s5, he supported a campaign of revenge by his brother Pippin in 
southern Italy, again on his father's orders. First the Catholic 
youth celebrates the Nativity of Christ in Ravenna, as
the author of the second contemporary biography of Louis (the 
only complete one) writes - an unknown clergyman of the court 
chapel who, according to his own account, had lived at the 
imperial court since 8r¢ and was called Astrotiomus because of 
his knowledge of astronomy - then "they invade the province of 
&nevent with united forces, devastating everything they come 
to "

Ludwig was a particularly good Christian, even better than the 
Holy Father. A wealth of contemporary testimonies, including al- 
lein z8 Fulda documents from the ]ahren 8iq ' -  3 . names him
"pius", -piissiinus-; a word that has long since become a cliché.
The title of ruler. But people often rave about Ludwig's
-Piety"; indeed, the Frankish cleric Ermoldus Nigellus writes in 
the panegyric epic "In honorem Hliidowici Chri- stianissimi 
Caesaris Augu5ti" (from whom he admittedly hoped that his 
sentence of banishment would be lifted) that Louis ruled "with the 
help of his pietas". Incidentally, the emperor was given the epithet 
"pius" (the From- me, le Pieux, i1 Pio, the Pious, also Louis le 
Débonnaire, the
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Good-natured, a modern devaluation of French historians) not at 
all during his lifetime, when he was usually called Hludovicus 
imperator, but probably in the late q. century at the earliest. 
century.

As a child, however, Louis had already been given the sub-
kingdom of Aquitaine together with a regent's council, and it was 
there that he returned to the kingdom.
He returned after the Benevento campaign in spring s4 ---backed 
by his father's -comites-. 5o, he was not only able to curtail the 
power of the local nobility, but also frequently
He often advanced into the neighboring country to the south, 
certainly on higher orders, which applied to all foreign policy and 
military actions of the sub-king.

On Charles' orders, the pious, peace-loving son repeatedly 
invaded Spain. He subdued and destroyed Lerida. -Here- on-, 
writes Astronomus, -and after the other towns had been devastated 
and burned, he proceeded as far as Huesca. The area of the city, 
rich in fruit fields, was cut down, devastated and burned by the 
warriors, and everything outside the city was d e s t r o y e d  by 
t h e  devastation of the fire.

As was almost always the case at the time, it was only winter 
that prevented the young Louis from further acts of Christian 
culture. ln addition to cities, the Catholic hero also occasionally 
burned people, even if only "according to the law of 
recompensation" (Anonymi vita Hludowici)¡ quite biblically: an 
eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth. And as soon as "this was done", 
according to the same source, "it seemed necessary for the king 
and his advisors to attack Barcelona". And when the prisoners had 
been devouring old leather used as door hangings for weeks out of 
hunger, and others had thrown themselves headlong from the 
walls in despair at the misery of the war, the evil enemy 
surrendered, and Louis celebrated this -with a thanksgiving 
worthy of God-, entered the city gate with the priests -who 
preceded him and the army- in a solemn procession, accompanied 
by songs of praise, and went to the Church of the Holy and 
Seventh Cross ...-.

Of course, King Ludwig always came back to the bad
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Spanish neighbors, nothing was closer. Astronomus reports such 
attacks from ever new years. "The next summer, however, he 
marched into Spain with as great a war force as seemed 
necessary, via Barcelona as far as Tarragona, taking prisoners 
there whom he found, chasing others into flight, and destroying 
all the towns, castles and cities as far as Tortosa and multiplying 
the greedy flame - then again they fell into the back of the 
completely unprepared enemy from ambush,
-They laid waste the enemy's land far and wide ..., fought fiercely 
and forced them to flee with Christ's help. Those they seized, they 
killed and happily took the spoils ... King Louis, however, 
returned home after he h a d  cheerfully received his own and 
devastated the enemy country everywhere."

A bouncy Christianity.
An old Catholic standard value of Ludwig reads: -He meant well 

everywhere", his mind was "noble", his heart
-with all good manners decorated- (Wetzer/Welte). A bloody sword 
and a golden mind' that fits this religion perfectly; was it not a 
distant, modest reflection of the dear God himself and his hellfire 
practice?

For, according to the razor-sharp theo-logic of the Doctor of the 
Church, Pope Gregory I. -the Great": -The Almighty God, 
inasmuch as he is benevolent, has no pleasure in the torment of 
the wretched; but inasmuch as he is just, he will not be lenient by 
the punishment of the wicked for eternity.

A commode religion. Something for all occasions.
With this very God, "kind, but against evil - and all enemies 

are evil - not mild for all eternity", every robbery and murder, as 
in the times of the blessed Merovingians and Pippinids, happened 
again and again in the Christian West. So we read again: -
However, with confidence in God's help, ours, although 
unequal and far weaker in number than those, nevertheless 
forced the enemies to flee and filled the path of the fleeing with 
many deaths: and they did not desist from murdering (et eo usque 
manus ab eorum caede non continuerunt) until, as
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When the sun had disappeared and with it the daylight, and 
shadow covered the earth, the shining stars appeared to light up 
the night. Then, with Christ's help, they returned to their own with 
great joy and many treasures."

Almost romantic, such a small vein. And always with God, 
with his help, his blessing, his protection. For example, when 

someone had just b e e n  hanged, "the wives or sons of almost all 
the others were taken," it says immediately afterwards: -"Then the 

king and his people went home under God's protection." 
Sometimes Louis is not allowed to lead and accompany a 

campaign "in his own person". But the next year he marched 
against Tortosa again, -he besieged and damaged the city so badly 

with battering rams, slingshots, protective roofs and other siege 
machines that its citizens gave up hope ...- Or it goes against the 
Wasks. Only o n  the "rumor" that they wanted to rise up does the 

king decide on a new campaign for "the public good", he leaves 
"all their possessions to the army for plundering. Finally, when 

everything t h a t  seemed to belong to them had been destroyed, 
they came to beg for mercy and, having lost everything, 

considered it a great gift that they had b e e n  pardoned" (An-
onymi vita Hludowici).

This is how one educates one's own. In short, it is confirmed time 
and again that with Louis the Pious, to paraphrase researcher 
Fichtenau, "the Christian doctrine took hold of deeper layers 
..."

So that the blood of all those barbarically slaughtered does not 
gush too thickly, so that it does not drown this chronicle of horror 
completely and utterly, the spiritual, the divine is always applied 
even more strongly and dignified w i t h  the blood. Just as Louis 
had no equal in archery or lance throwing, in the use of weaponry, 
of murderous instruments, he, who grew up in the strict monastic 
spirit of Aquitaine, the "Adjutor Dei", the adjutant, the helper, so to 
speak, of God, which always means the Church, also possessed a 
remarkable priestly dignity, indeed spiritually gifted knees, as it 
were. Chorbishop Thegan therefore says in the same passage
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of him: -He never raised his voice in laughter.- And: When he 
went to church every morning to pray, he always bent his knees 
and touched the floor with his forehead, praying humbly for a 
long time, sometimes in tears ...- In short, the episcopal 
biographer says immediately afterwards: -and always adorned 
him with all good manners.- Yes, -driven by holy piety-, the 
anonymous author also affirms, he let
"nothing undone which he thought could be for the glory of the 
holy Church of God.

Louis the Pious had been u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  the 
clergy since his childhood. He was so devoted to the Church from 
an early age that only his father prevented him from becoming a 
monk. As the Astronomus also says of him, he was so -concerned 
for the divine service and the elevation of the holy church that one 
would rather call him a priest than a king, judging by his works. 
Louis, pietistic, hyper-clerical, and also rather hostile to the 
education cultivated by his father, not only replaced pleasure-
seeking dandies with clerics in Aachen, but also expelled all 
prostitutes and put his daughters in a monastery (p. 3 j).

Accordingly, his governmental measures were shaped by 
ecclesiastical ideas or determined by prelates, if not often alone. 
Even when there were personnel changes among his advisors after 
8iq, when Archbishop Hildebald of Cologne died and Abbot 
Helisachar withdrew, the new councillors, above all the arch-
chaplain and head of the court chapel, Abbot Hilduin of St-Denis, 
Abbot also of St-Germaine-des-Prés, of St-Médard near Soissons, 
St-Onen in Rouen and Salonne, were of course not only close to 
the Church, but were once again mostly clerical, indeed they 
represented an "even more radical direction in church matters than 
their predecessors" (Konecny) - and later became the main 
opponents of his second wife Judith.'



 
 

- "A FIRST START TO REFORM ..." -
UP TO FGNF LITERS NO AND FOUR LITERS HERE 

PER DAY AND IJÄNONIKER

Particularly in the first few years after taking over the reins of 
government, Louis convened a series of synods in Aachen and 
soon had the high clergy meet to discuss the details of a major 
church reform. After all, the unity of the church was the 
prerequisite for the unity of the empire in his program of the 
"Renovatio regni Francorum".

For example, a rule for canonesses was created in the -
1nstitutiones Aquisgranenses- at the day of Aachen in late 
summer 8i6, but above all the canonical rule of Chrodegang of 
Meta was renewed, which this holy bishop from one of the "very 
first families of Frankish nobility" had created in the spirit of the -
vita communis- around yJ$. In contrast to his "reform within a 
local framework, a generally binding reform was now carried out 
and, in particular, a much stronger orientation of the canons 
towards the monastic ideal was sought" (W. Hartmann).

The food and drink regulations of the Great Synod of Aaeh£fl 
816 give a certain idea of this. Every canon was to receive the 
same amount of food and drink - so "equal" were they already in 
this highly feudal era - each not only four "pounds" of bread a 
day, but also, depending on the region, between one and five liters 
of wine. And up to four liters of beer a day as well! Of course, 
research sees the monkish a1deal as "aspired to". (Or as Wilfried 
Hartmann puts it: -a) New attempt at reform". - HR 12. century, 
the Sunday dinner of the Bamberg cathedral chapter consisted of 
eight courses. In the z8th century, the birthday banquet of the 
abbot of Ebrach consisted of z8 courses)'.

The documents reflect quite faithfully what was (as today) the 
focus of interest for the high clergy at that time, namely that his 
kingdom is "of this world".
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MPF UM DAS - KIRCHENGUT" AND
AGAINST YOU EITHER CHURCH

As early as 8i 3, a wealth of canons of the five Frankish
-The "concilia" (in Arles, Reims, Mainz, Chalon and Tours) 
recalls the church property, the church buildings, the church 
seekiing, indeed, each of the five synods thematizes the tithe. 
Incidentally, it sheds light on the spiritual greed for money when 
(not only in those days) markets had to be forbidden to take place 
in the church! But after all, even in biblical times, the house of the 
Lord was
-2ti of a robber's den- made. It is not surprising when after 
Christmas 8i8 a -conventus- in Aachen -discusses the state of 
the church and monasteries; when chapter i of the Imperial 
Assembly 8i8/8iq already deals with the protection of church 
property.
Chapter 7 deals with donations to the church, as does chapter 8; if 
chapter iz deals with the tithes of newly founded villages, chapter 
z  once again discusses the church tithes, including the church 
neiinten¡ and if the concluding chapter sq

turns once again to church estates and the problem of 
proprietary churches, which had already been dealt with in 

chapters 6 b fl Ip. A proprietary church (ecclesia propria) was 
a so-called house of God (monastery) that was under private 

property rights, which stood on the property of a secular or 
spiritual landlord and was absolutely subject to him in every 
respect, both economically and spiritually. As every country 

church was already
q. Just as the landlord of a private church owned their own income 
and land in its e n t i r e t y  i n  the 16th century, the landlord also 
had control o v e r  the church building as well as his other private 

property. He had the undiminished use of the entire property of 
such a church, including its income, assets, buildings, earnings, all 

kinds of levies, tithes in particular, regalia, spolia, etc., as well as 
the appointment and dismissal of the clergy or (in the case of 

proprietary monasteries) the abbots. The ecclesiastical system, 
which had already begun on Roman soil in antiquity, eventually 



spread throughout Europe and reached its peak in the Germanic 
states of the qth and qth centuries.
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io. century. Since the introduction of the general tithe 
requirement, it was therefore worthwhile to build a church and be 
its owner, and proprietary churches became increasingly lucrative, 
becoming sought-after objects of economic speculation, purchase, 
exchange, loan, donation, inheritance, etc. In short, the "houses of 
God" became "a profitable capital investment" (Schieffer), a 
"profitable enterprise" (Nylander).

This certainly has a decisive connection with the fact that the 
Church gradually fought against the proprietary church system in 
the High Middle Ages, which it had initially tolerated for a long 
time and had recognized both factually and legally since 
Carolingian times. Remarkably, in order to keep up appearances, 
it first denied that the disposal of ecclesiastical property by the 
laity was obviously particularly bad, but then the private use by 
the laity, which was certainly far more important to it, up to the 
threat of excommunication and finally a fundamental ban - while 
the rule of the bishops and monasteries remained unaffected!

Thus Louis the Pious, who was strongly influenced by the 
Church, also intended certain radical agrarian innovations with 
regard to church property, as the landowning laity were to be 
deprived of significant sources of income and lose all influence 
on the filling of church offices, which put the emperor in sharp 
opposition to the nobility.

Time and again, however, the bishops remind us of the
The Imperial Diet of Attingny 8aa, the Imperial Diet of 
Compiegne 8aa, the Imperial Diet of Compiegne. Thus at the 
Imperial Diet of Attingny 8aa, and again a year later at the 
Imperial Diet of Compiegne. And in further declarations before 
and after.

In a speech to the Synod of 8az, the notorious Archbishop 
Agobard of Lyon, whose great mission in life was the -
christianization of the world- (Bos- hof) and the -apparently 
unapproved by the emperor- beheading of the Jews (which 
Agobard attacks in five treatises, whereby already
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he anticipates the Nazi slogan - "Buy from no Jew"). But the 
church's property should be as sacrosanct as possible. 
Consequently, the archbishop declares all canons to be 
inalienable, as they were created at the councils in accordance 
with the Holy Step and with the cooperation of the Holy Spirit. 
Ergo, every violation is a contradiction against God, every 
secularization of church property a violation of divine rights.

That's how it's done: everything the clergy wants to have, grab 
and keep belongs to God. And under no circumstances should you 
take advantage of God! (God, of course, as the believing world 
must learn, is in practice always the money- and power-hungry 
bunch of prelates).

Louis the Pious also consolidated and promoted the exceptional 
position of the monasteries in the national economy by granting 
numerous customs exemptions, minting rights, exemptions from 
fees, and by waiving compulsory military service, which 
continued under his successors, where market and mint conferrals 
in particular became increasingly common.

EHBREFORM UFfD MOxDFINSTERISES
OR FROM THE SUPERSTITION OF THE ISERS

It is hardly surprising that the Church's code of virtue and 
morality became even more widespread under the monk-like 
ruler, even if, as usual, often only on paper. This is particularly 
true of Ludwig's marriage law and his marriage policy. He 
identified fully with the wishes of the clergy, not exactly to the 
advantage of the state. While the Christian Merovingians had still 
vigorously promoted polygamy (see for example IV qq), as did 
the early Carolingians, and the concubine had long enjoyed 
almost equal status to the wife, so that even the Church tolerated 
it at times, as the Synod of Mainz (8 c. xy) testifies, Louis the 
Pious no longer even tolerated monogamous concubinage.

Initially, he had apparently lived in a cohabitation relationship 
himself.
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He was married to Ermengard, the daughter of Count Ingram of 
the Robertine family, as early as 7 4, when he was about sixteen, 
probably to protect him from debauchery, from - according to his
an anonymous biographer - -to protect him from the "naturally hot 
instincts of his flesh". Yes, he had apparently already had 
previous relationships with women from whom Alpais and Arnulf 
were descended. However, since his sole reign, he lived both his 
first and second marriages entirely in accordance with canon law, 
neither taking a wife nor dissolving a marriage on his own 
authority, just as he m a r r i e d  off his children in full marriages, 
at least those given to him by Ermen.
gard-born sons, Lothar (7 5) 'ppin (c. 7s7) and Lud- wig (8o6), 
while one or other of his daughters, Rotrud and Hildegard, may 
only have had full marriages at a later date.

However, the monarch failed with his purely ecclesiastically 
inspired reform of marriage law. For the renunciation of the 
previous variety of forms of marriage as well as of special forms 
o f  marriage under his rule jeopardized the unity of the realm he 
was striving for and led to considerable legal uncertainty. After 
him, people returned to the old legal concepts, and in the realms 
of Louis the German and Charlemagne the Great, they largely 
placed their own advantage above church doctrine, which was 
usually only remembered in order to eliminate political rivals or 
unwilling partners."

The emperor also promoted Christian superstition, a s  did a 
long line of his predecessors.

Thus, holy corpses were repeatedly taken from Rome, 
including St. Marcellinus and St. Peter (by Einhard's scribe 
Ratleik via Michelstadt in the Odenwald), whereupon they, the 
corpses, the imperial annals assure us, "became famous through 
many signs and miraculous powers". Also -the bones of the 
blessed martyr Sebastian- came -army saint", patron saint of 
soldiers, shooting clubs, good furthermore against cattle plagues, 
pestilence. And also "the remains of the holy warrior of Christ" 
soon had "such an abundance of blessings that their quantity 
exceeds any number. And their nature made them almost 
unbelievable ..." But, adds the spiritual anonymous -
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and this, as so often, not even out of his own lngenium, but 
plagiarizing the imperial annals - for the one who believes that 
this is possible (omnia possibilia e s s e  credenti)."

The ruler of all the Franks also reacted immediately when 
"signs" troubled his mind, "dirges with which he w a s  much 
preoccupied ... ...", celestial movements, terrible comets, 
earthquakes, lunar eclipses, grain falling from the sky,
"unheard-of sounds ... at night-, frequent and unusual lightning, 
the falling of stones with hail, plagues of people and cattle-. He 
was no less moved by the fasting of a girl of about twelve from 
the village of Cömn ercy near Toul, who, naturally "after the 
enjoyment of the holy supper" from the priest, neither drank nor 
ate, but rather
-The imperial annals record that the emperor was fasting to such 
an extent that he consumed no physical food at all and spent three 
full years without any desire for food. Such things sometimes 
deprived the attentive emperor of sleep. It happened that he barely 
slept a wink for an entire night, but instead
"with songs of praise and prayers to God", it was clear to him 
that these miraculous signs indicated serious misfortune for the 
human race. He therefore commanded fasting and persistent 
prayer and rich alms for the atonement of the wickedness caused 
by unrepentant, unrepentant sinners. Alms not only for the 
poor, but also, of course, for the servants of God, secular 
priests and monks, "and had masses read by anyone who 
could; not so much in fear for his welfare as in concern for the 
church entrusted to him - although many a sign, as he knew, 
pointed to a change in the kingdom and the death of the prince 
..." Yes, and then "he went hunting in the Ardennes" (Anonymi 
vita Hludowici)."

Year after year of war, murder, manslaughter, enslavement. 
And day after day, going to church, lame humble prayer. But all 
of this complements each other here - and not only here - like the 
most natural thing in the world, in honor of the holy church.

And then there was the hunt.
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"... THAT MURDER GAME THE HUNT"

For Louis the Froeimen, hunting even replaced war and 
diplomacy for months at a time, and was itself a way of preparing 
for war. The huge forests of the early Middle Ages were poor in 
game, "empty for starvation", as an Old Saxon poet almost wrote 
of the hunting season.
"grave of the forest" (waldes hléo). Nevertheless, in the month of 
August, when the stags are at their fattest, it was used for hunting 
until the time of the boars came." This simply happened
-according to the custom of the Frankish kings'. Louis' son Pippin, 
King of Aquitaine, is also reported to have suffered in the same 
way. Even the cleric Er- moldus Nigellus, who lived at the 
Aquitanian court, admonished Pippin not to neglect the duties of 
his high profession because of his inordinate passion for hunting 
and dogs.

And hunting remained a feudal, princely custom (to commit the 
alleged sin of historical "anachronism") throughout the centuries. 
For, as Christian Wei8e says: "Of all knightly amusements, there 
is none so pleasing to the great lords as that murderous game, the 
hunt." And Friedrich Heer, who has recognized the close 
connection between hunting and war, animal and human hunting, 
especially in aristocratic life since Charlemagne's time, has been a 
great proponent of hunting.
-The 'murderous lust for hunting of these "high gentlemen" 
should b e  examined in terms of depth psychology and 
metapoly.3

Hunting was and is indulged in primarily for "pleasure", but 
also for profit, which is why in the early Middle Ages, for 
example, a certain Othere killed 6o walruses in two days with just 
six assistants ("Sperren"). -Westerners are destroying forests, 
destroying 'biotopes', exterminating half animal populations," 
writes Johannes Fried in his highly readable work "Die 
Normierung Europas".

Even the pious Louis was not deterred by anything, no miracle, 
no sign, no epidemic. Even when a particularly severe epidemic 



broke out among humans and animals in 8zo, which spread 
throughout Fran-
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kenreieh -kaiim a dash of land, the
passionate Nimrod does not give up his usual "fall hunt".
-Autumn hunt" - a historiographical understatement. For the 
hunting, wounding and killing of animals in the jealously 
guarded hunting grounds (brolium, foresta, forêt, forest) - even 
vis-à-vis monks - often took place from late summer to winter, 
preferably in Aachen, the Vosges, the Ardennes, the Eifel, 
Franconia, the Frankfurt estate and Kreuznach. But the area 
around Paris had also been chosen by the Merovingians for its 
extensive forests, and centuries later there w a s  still no less 
forest there.

There were also special murder enclosures in the immediate 
vicinity of the Palatinatenn

- The Carolingians had their own hunting palaces (later there were 
also special hunting treaties) for the purpose of hunting with a 
small entourage, occasionally with state guests and state 
trophies.For example, Ludwig invited the Danish King Harald to 
a hunt on an island on the Rhine during his visit to Engelheim, 
followed by a meal of roast deer, roe deer and boar, with bear 
parts - "The clergy also received many a good piece", all in the 
middle of the forest under an airy tent. Yes, first "autumn 
hunting", then - according to traditional custom, which was always 
dear to him - "the Lord's birthday and Easter", followed by the 
summer war. Then the cowardly stags. Then the horny boars - the 
emperor "amused himself as usual in the fall with hunting"; 
"amused himself until the winter time in the ... Hunted here as long 
as he pleased and the near cold of winter allowed "as long as he 
liked fishing and hunting". Then again, "worthy as it was", various 
feasts, especially "the feast of the Lord's birth and the others", 
above all that of his resurrection. And now again a fresh and 
cheerful little war. -But in the month of August, when the deer ..."

That reads like satire, but it is not my direction, it is that of the 
masters themselves. These are the highlights of the imperial 
Christian year. And sometimes the hunt dominates the whole 
year. Anno 8zy, for example. Hardly had Aachen celebrated the 
holy Easter"
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celebrated, at the beginning of April, "in smiling spring weather, 
he went hunting to Nymwegen-. In mid-May he returned to 
Aachen for a Diet, then off "to the Wasgenwald forest in Re- 
miremont for a hunt; "after the end of the hunt to Aachen", in 
August another Diet, then back to Nymwegen and r e t u r n e d  to 
Aachen at the beginning of winter after the end of the autumn 
hunt".

Governing is exhausting. You need to relax. Not only by 
killing deer, fallow deer, hinds, sows, but also wolves, bears, 
buffalo (bubalus), aurochs (urus), etc. There were many animals 
in the German forest. And they were just waiting to shed their 
blood for the emperor. And for the aristocracy, of course, who 
also hunted the "game" to death, stabbing it from horseback, 
slashing and slaying it, stalking it, chasing it, with their four-
legged h u n t i n g  packs.

Apparently, the noble huntsmen had already developed a form-
fitting hunting technique (Schwenk) in the early Middle Ages 
with many types of dogs, lead dogs, pack hounds, scent hounds, 
sighthounds, shepherd hounds, pointing dogs, rummaging 
dogs, running dogs, bird dogs, beaver dogs. From terriers, 
spitzers and pintschers, which are among the oldest hunting dogs, 
to pointers, setters, quails, spaniards and mastiffs, all of these 
were bred to satisfy the highborn lust for murder, even in 
monasteries, in the Ardennes monastery of St. Hubert, for 
example, and they appeared, lovingly depicted, in monks' 
manuscripts and altarpieces in churches. (Ingrid Voss lists 
hounds and relics - one immediately after the other and in that 
order - as presences of medieval princes to princes). Despite 
the ban on councils, the ecclesiastical nobility also played a 
major role here. After all, bishops, abbots and simple priests 
afforded themselves expensive packs and always preferred the 
great hail to Sunday mass - as they "valued the hymns of angels 
less than the barking of dogs" (Bishop Jonas of Orléans).

Even the children of the nobles were brought up to hunt. Also
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Ludwig's own son Karl accompanied his father, together with his 
mother Judith, from the age of three, as g 6 near Ingelheim. And 
as soon as little Karl spotted the game, says Ermoldus Nigelliis, 
the Frankish cleric, perhaps a monk, he wanted to take it
-unconditionally follow the example of his father". He begged for 
a horse, for weapons. "But other young people catch the fleeing 
Jiing deer and bring it to Karl unharmed. Sofon grabs his toy 
weapons and beats the trembling animal.

Practice early. That's how people grew up in the Christian West. 
So

-heard" it ...
Killing, humans and animals. And praying. Ludwig, the pious 

one, was trained to do both from an early age. One thing as self-
evident as the andexc. -The king's pious mind was from his 
earliest youth-, writes the so-called Astronomus again, -concerned 
with divine service and the elevation of the holy church, so that 
one would rather call him a priest than a king, judging by his 
works.- Indeed, he brought it about that "the whole clergy of 
Aquitaine", which had previously devoted itself "more to riding, 
military service, lance-wielding than to divine service", then held 
it almost the other way round. Now, thanks to Louis - who did not 
even completely refrain from riding in the fa- sten era (!) - divine 
service and secular science flourished "faster than one could 
believe". Yes, this clergy, before Louis -entirely decayed- 
(conlapsus erat), flourished through the young king, who also 
reformed, restored or even b u i l t  many monasteries - up to 8nt 
allegedly ay - in his sphere of power, now in such a way -that he 
himself followed the memorable example of his grand oheiin 
Karl-
man- (vgJ. IV 3yO < 3 y!) -wished to imitate and thought of 
reaching the summit of godly life-."

Well, nothing came of it. Power tasted better. Because his 
older brothers Pippin and Charles h a d  already died,
"the hope of ruling the entire empire awoke in him" (Anonymi 
vita Hludowici). And so the pious potentate no longer simply 
called himself 'rex Francorum', but from the very beginning 
'imperator Augustus'.S
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PURGE OF "HIGH TRAITORS"
AND WHORES

Louis the Pious, aged thirty-six at the time of his father's death, 
was staying in the Palatinate at Doué-la-Fontaine (near Saumur) in 
Aquitaine, that vast region that only became known after a long 
time.
The land between the Atlantic and the Rhone, between the Loire 
and the Pyrenees chain, was finally subjugated after heavy 
fighting. First of all, he ordered a church funeral, prayers, hyenas 
and the singing of mefis. Then he moved via Orléans - where the 
local bishop
Theodulf, the experienced courtier, in an ad hoc ode as pompous 
as it was effusive - and Paris to Aachen, first visiting Christian 
temples and monasteries everywhere,

5. Aignan, S. Mesmin, S. Geneviev, S. Germain-des-Prés, S. De- 
nis, the burial place of his grandfather Pippin. And everywhere 
the high nobility rushed to him, says the astronomer, "in great 

numbers". Even Wala, Charles I's cousin and one of his most 
influential advisors, a man from whom it was perhaps least 

expected, immediately swore allegiance to Louis. While still 
on the road, the new lord ordered that the Palatinate of Aachen, 

where the clergy and prostitutes in office under St. Charles had 
indulged in an excessively unrestrained genuflection (IV oz f.), 

be purged of unworthy elements and that some, who had 
made themselves guilty of the crime of lèse-majesté through 

particularly heinous fornication and arrogant arrogance, 
carefully until

his arrival in custody.
Allegedly there was a rabble of whores, thieves, thugs and 

other criminals (Simson) at court and in the surrounding villages. 
A messenger of Louis, Count Warnar, was killed during this 
sanitary measure in Aachen, his nephew Lambert was seriously 
injured; their opponent Hoduin was killed. The pious, but 
usually hot-tempered monarch, the emperor who was always
kind to others, then had the eyes of an "almost" pardoned man, 



Ttillius, plucked out in his "mild-heartedness (clementia)", as 
the Astronomus asserts.

And even before Ludwig moved into Aachen, people there
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some people out of the way as "high traitors". It was precisely 
those who had last had significant influence at Charlemagne's 
court who quickly disappeared, such as the children of 
Bernhard, a brother of King Pippin. Charles's step-cousin 
Adalhard, abbot of Corbie on the Somme (lV 49s), already an 
old man at the time, was deposed without questioning or trial 
and deprived of his goods, ending up in the monastery of St-
Filibert on the remote Atlantic island of Heri on the Aquitaine 
coast, while his sister Gundrada, Alcian's girlfriend, himself 
abbot of half a dozen monasteries, ended up in a nunnery in 
Poitiers. Her brother, Count Wala, forestalling Louis' wrath, 
hurried to the monastery of Corbie, from where the emperor sent 
the third, youngest brother Berar, who was living there as a 
simple monk, to the monastery of Lérins on an island on the coast 
of Provence.
referred to.

Charles I's much sought-after daughters, Ludwig's much-
swarmed biological sisters Bertha and Gisla, whose casual love 
life, or only spot at the imperial court, was the £romme
-The sisters, already fed up for a long time, were now sent to 
various convents - strictly against their father's decree to let them 
choose between marriage and the veil; also strictly against 
Liidwig's sworn vow of 8z3 to "always practice unchanging mercy" 
towards sisters and brothers, the nephews and all other relatives. 
However, the removal of the sisters (hardly mentioned later) from 
the Palatinate - to where is unknown
- was one of Ludwig's first governmental measures. And he
It is likely that her "immoral" lifestyle only served as a pretext for 
the newcomer in Aachen.  In reality, he was probably more afraid 
of their interference, rebelliousness and familiarity with the 
officials who had long been in charge of state affairs, fearing that 
they could handle power better than he could.

However, while the emperor is not always so close to his family
He treated his own descendants with care, not even with closer 
relatives - the half-brothers Drogo, Hugo, Theoderich, his holy 
father's "Bastar- de- of his daughters Regina and Adallindis aside 



for the time being - he took care of his own descendants.
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caringly. He made his grown-up sons Lothar and Pippin sub-
kings in Bavaria and Aquitaine, his illegitimate offspring Arnulf 
Count of Sens and h i s  son-in-law from the Gerardinian family, 
Bego of Toulouse, who had been married to his daughter Alpais 
since around 8o6, Count of Paris.

Her mother Heilwig was given the noble royal abbey of 
Chelles, her brother Rudolf the monasteries of Saint-Riquier and 
Jumieges, her brother Konrad, who rose to become a magnate in 
Alemannia, was given Saint Gall and, as his wife, Adelheid, the 
daughter of Count Hugh of Tours, Louis' father-in-law."

As soon as the monarch was in the Palatinate of Aachen, he not 
only took over "all the kingdoms that God had given to his father" 
- to quote a great robber of world history - but, understandably, 
according to the choir bishop Thegan, "above all, he had all his 
father's treasures in gold and silver, precious gemstones, etc. 
shown to him with great haste". and sent most of the treasure" of 
course "to Rome at the time of the blessed Pope Leo ... - after all, 
there is always need there like nowhere else. And Ludwig's father 
had already sent large quantities of looted goods to the "Holy See" 
(iv 4g8'. For as Goethe's -fist- knows:

-The church has a good stomach, has 
eaten up whole countries
And yet never overeat ...-"

DERISER , THE CLERGY AND THE
SAFETY

Louis the Pious was even more accommodating to the clergy than 
his father, and the numerous historians who call him pious, 
clerical and bigoted are quite right.



D *K*GW,THEKLRU ANDDTERECHSR HeT yy

Right at the beginning of his reign, the young monarch earmarked
-all the decrees that had been issued for the Church of Cotte in the 

time of his ancestors". In doing so, he relied almost exclusively 
on clergymen, mostly "Aquitanians", people of whom even 

Bishop Thegan, who was well-disposed towards the emperor, 
again said that he had "trusted his advisors more than was 

necessary". With the exception of the arch-chaplain Hildebald of 
Cologne, Louis left none of the previous leading men of the state 

in office¡ he filled almost all the important court positions with 
new people, especially with people who already had leading 

influence in Aquitaine. Among them w a s  the priest Helisachar, 
who had already been head of the Aquitanian chancellery since 

8o8 and now took over the imperial chancellery in Aachen, soon 
generously endowed with the abbey of St-Aubin, then with the 

abbey of St-Riquier and probably also with the particularly rich 
St-Jumieges, together with its widely scattered possessions from 

the Loire to the Scheldt region. In gratitude for this, the priest and 
abbot went to Louis'

enemies over.
Probably the emperor's most important advisor, however, was 

the Visigoth Witiza, a son of the Count of Maguellonne, a fierce 
warrior, who was highly revered by him and had the 
programmatic monastic name Benedict. Benedict (feast: February 
I), who grew up at the courts of Pippin III and Charles I, took part 
in Pippin's campaigns as a good Christian -  also a "good 
Christian" and "great soldier" (IV 32I Ü.) - like Charles, before 
the tragic death of his brother drove him into the monk's habit. 
However, he repeatedly failed in his ascetic career. He left the 
monastery of St. Seine near Dijon because he found it too lax. He 
then repelled his first disciples on his father's estate at Aniane 
near Montpellier by becoming a monk. He now professed the 
monastic rules of Pachomius (I I63) and Basil, as he found 
Benedict of Nursia's rule only suitable for weaklings and 
beginners. But when he once again found himself in a "vocation" 
crisis, he -
-uncompromising" (Lexikon für Theologie und Kirche) - precisely 
the-



rule for "weaklings and beginners" has become the only
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rule of monastic existence and became the "second Benedict".
However, things were hardly ever too weak under Benedict. If 

one of his monks was being taunted by a superior, they had to lie 
at his feet until he allowed them to stand up. And when a monk 
fled, Benedict ordered him to be dragged back with his legs tied 
and whipped. The saint also ordered a prison to be set up in every 
monastery - and the medieval monastery dungeons were barbaric, 
the conditions of execution in them extremely harsh, as 
imprisonment was tantamount to corporal punishment" (Schild). 
In addition, this monastic reform -always contained a point 
directed against human knowledge and education- {Fried)."

Abbot Benedict of Aniane, to whom Louis first entrusted the 
monastery of Maursmünster in ElsaB and then, next to Aachen, 
the monastery of Inden (Kornelimünstcr), a new foundation richly 
endowed with crown property, a kind of "model monastery" in the 
entire empire, spent more time at court than in his monastery, 
which the ruler nevertheless visited often, earning him the 
nickname "the monk". Benedict, who ruled over all Frankish 
monasteries, probably also remained the authoritative man at 
court until his death (81I), where he dealt with minor matters, 
petitions and complaints as well as major issues and, last but not 
least, advised the emperor on the comprehensive secular-
ecclesiastical reform begun in 8i6.

The abbot's reform movement in accordance with the Rule of 
Benedict of Nursia sought to turn the many peoples of the 

empire - and this corresponded exactly to state policy - into a 
single Christian people, to make Christianity the basis of all 

public life, indeed to establish the -Civitas Dei- on earth: One 
God, one church, one emperor, whose office was always regarded 

more as an office conferred by God within the church. The 
prelates were therefore very interested in the unity of the 

empire, and their leaders in particular passionately championed 
the idea of this unity. However, they were not primarily 

concerned with the empire, but with the church, not with its 
advantage, but with theirs. For the principle of division,
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This system, which was deeply rooted in state and legal 
opinion, led to more and more kingdoms the more hereditary 
sons a ruler left behind, and consequently to smaller and smaller 
kingdoms, i.e. to greater and greater fragmentation. But as the 
state union was torn apart, the ecclesiastical union was also 
torn apart, the numerous, often widely scattered lands of 
churches and monasteries came under the most diverse lords, 
church property became more difficult to administer, more 
difficult to control, and it could be confiscated more easily and 
quickly, especially in times of crisis. In short, for no one were 
the disadvantages of fragmentation and the advantages of the 
unity of the empire greater than for the bishops.

After all, &nedict's monastic reform, his principle of "una 
regula", did not only concern monastic life, so-called spiritual 
matters. The church property was at least as important, if not 
more important. The emperor did not want it to be divided or 
reduced, not even under his successors. However, he also banned 
the already flourishing practice of soul-catching, the luring o f  
children, men and women into monasteries in order to obtain 
their property; he thus banned a practice that had been practised 
since antiquity (cf. 471 ff.
esp. 501 ff.) and as far as possible still highly popular today.
business of disinheriting relatives in favor of churches."

Apart from the previous Aquitanian chancellor, the presbyter 
and abbot Heli- sachar, and apart from Abbot Benedict of Aniane, 
Hilduin, abbot of St-Denis, St-Médard in Soissoris, St-Germain- 
des-Pris in Paris (a monastery which at that time owned more than 
7i ooo hectares of land in the immediate and wider surroundings 
alone!) After the death of the arch- chaplain and enbi
Hildebald of Cologne, the court chapel, the court clergy and 
gradually asserted the title "arch-chaplain" (archicapellanus). 
During the first revolt against Louis in 83o, however, Abbot 
Hildiiin, like Abbot Helisaehar, switched to the camp of the 
imperial enemies, which included the leader of the Gallic 
episcopate, Archbishop Agobard of Lyon, the enemy of the Jews 
who had become particularly prominent under Louis."



 

The ORDINATIO IMPERII (8 x7)  AND THE
)RONY OF HISTORY

The fundamental constitutional change made at the Aachen 
Imperial Assembly in J- ' -7, which was heavily attended by 
secular and ecclesiastical grandees and initiated by three days of 
fasting, praying and reading mass, decreed the divisible unity of 
rule in the Frankish realm. The new law of succession to the 
throne, the Ordinatio imperii, replaced the Divisio regnoruni, the 
Imperial Stewardship Law and the Succession Order of Charles I 
of 6 February 8o6 (which - in accordance with the law of 
succession of 6 February 8o6 - was to be replaced by the 
Ordinatio imperii). February 8o6 (which - in accordance with 
Frankish inheritance law - provided for the division of the empire 
among all the sons of the emperor) and, for the first time in 
Frankish history and contrary to the previous custom of the 
division of the empire, ordered the traditionally equal inheritance 
rights of all legitimate royal sons, jetit assigned the Unitas imperii 
to the Unitas ecclesiae and condemned every division as a crime 
against the Corpus Christi. Ancient orders of succession to the 
throne and legal principles were thus overturned, not least in the 
interests of the church, indeed - primarily by circles of the high 
clergy" (Schiefer).

The whole thing had, of course, been discussed in detail in the 
inner circle. But since all this contradicted deeply rooted legal 
views, since it was new, it was also necessary - as always in such 
cases, says Bernhard Simson - to clothe the new law that they 
wanted to create with a religious consecration, with the 
appearance of divine inspiration and providence. In well-practiced 
hypocrisy, they pretended to investigate the will of the Most High 
through three days of general fasting, praying, reading mass, etc., 
and then the pious prince proclaimed what had long been decided 
and mainly
-This was the sacred interest of the churches, rather than a sudden 
divine inspiration. Thus the empire could not now be torn apart 
out of Louis' love for his sons; instead, the eldest son, Lothar, had 
to become sole ruler out of obedience to "God". And so, "by 



divine inspiration", he was elected co-emperor and crowned 
immediately afterwards, with Louis, like
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The Pope had once entrusted his father with the protection of the 
Church and especially the Apostolic See. However, Lothar 

received the crown from his own hand, i.e. without papal or 
episcopal mediation¡ he also received the largest part of the 

realm. The younger sons, Pippin and Louis, received the title of 
king as well as relatively small, albeit not insignificant, territories: 

Pippin Aquitaine, Wasconia, the Margraviate of Toulouse and a 
few other counties, while Louis received the greater part of 

Bavaria, the Ostmark, Pannonia and Carinthia. In order to prevent 
the disintegration of the empire into separate kingdoms after 
Louis' death, both were emphatically subordinated to Lothar, 

considerably deprived of their most important sovereign rights, 
restricted to domestic politics and, as sub-kings, obliged to pay an 

annual tribute to the emperor; they were also only allowed to 
marry with his permission and had to obey the imperial assembly. 

In short, the younger brothers were excluded from any equal
The following are excluded from participation in the regency.

On the other hand, the lower kings had the right to grant all 
offices in their realms, not only the secular ones, such as the 
countships, but also the ecclesiastical ones, the bishoprics and 
abbeys. And of course the Frankish bishoprics and monasteries 
(St-Denis, St-Germain-des-Prés, Reims, Trier, Fulda and others) 
retained their more or less extensive possessions in Aquitaine, 
Italy and other dependent territories.

At the imperial assembly of Aachen 8iy, the kingdoms thus 
b e c a m e  parts of the empire. They were not to be independent 
states, but subject to Lothar, the ruler of the entire empire, and 
any further division, for example as a result of further legal heirs 
of the brothers, was to be ruled out. All swore to u p h o l d  the 
decrees signed by the emperor himself.'*

The irony of history: Charles f. Divisio regnorum of 8o6 
provided for the division of the realm among his three sons. 
However, as the two elder sons died, Louis became sole ruler and
the empire remained undivided. Ludmig's Ordinatio imperii of 8-7 
sought to secure the empire at all costs. However, despite divine 
inspiration, the attempt failed and the



 

 

Empire was divided. Not least because King Bernhard of Italy, a 
nephew of the emperor, had been ignored in the Ordinatio 
imperii, but also b e c a u s e  none of the younger sons of the 
emperor agreed to it. The new order led to
- As so often, indeed, as usual, this led to a new dispute, to 
continued rivalries within the imperial house and thus to the 
beginning of a major crisis in the Carolingian empire.

L WIG DER FROMME LASsz VERWA2'IDTE SCHINDEN
SCHEDULE AND DISCLAIMS A PUBLIC DEBT

The first rebellion against Louis' new rule, which was intended to 
ensure the unity of kingdom and church, throne and altar, came 
from Bernard of Italy. The only son of King Pip
pins, the Avar treasure robber (IV § 7 -). Raised in the monastery 
of Fulda after the death of his father (g to), he had held office as -
king of the Lombards- since the Diet of Aache in September 813.  
He had paid homage to the new emperor at the change of 
government, had been sent to Italy "wicder unverschrt", as choir 
bishop Thegan says, but was neither consulted nor even 
mentioned in the law dividing the empire. But when, by virtue of 
the Ordinatio imperii, he was to be subject to Louis' son Lothar I 
as he had been to Charles "the Great", his grandfather, and
Emperor Louis, he rebelled with numerous magnates of his realm. 
However, as the sources unanimously report, the initiative for this 
did not come from the young, adult king, but from his advisors.

A few months after the publication of the Ordinatio imperii 
YOR &I/ Öät alSO, Bernhard, who was completely out of his 
depth in it, together with the purifying bad people (Annales regni 
Francorurn), incited grandees, including Bishop Theodulf of 
Orléans, the court poet, Bishops Anselm of Milan and Wolfold of 
Cremona and, according to an old source, also
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abbots - a widely ramified, but poorly prepared
-revolt" was staged. Louis was supposedly to be dethroned and 
Bernhard put in his place. However, there is every indication that 
this was not about overthrowing the throne, but about securing 
Bernhard's partial kingship.

The emperor mobilized extensive troop units, demanded that 
abbots and abbesses "do their military service" because "by 
Satan's lict, King Bernhard was preparing for an uprising", 
marched south in a rush and had the Alpine passes to Italy 
occupied. But even before the uprising had really begun, Bernhard 
and his followers apparently surrendered voluntarily in Chalon-
sur-Saone without a single stroke of the sword. He laid down his 
weapon and threw himself at the emperor's feet. Similarly, 
Bernhard's next grofie, who "also freely explained the whole 
course of the affair at the first interrogation". In vain. Louis had 
them arrested, taken to Aachen and there in February 8i8 at the 
imperial assembly, delicately, as the imperial annalist reports, 
sentenced to death only after "the forty-day fast was over, at least 
all the so-called seculars, then pardoned to the more cruel 
punishment of blinding". They were "merely deprived of their 
eyesight" - "legally free from the wall" (Boshof}.

Count Bertmund of Lyon was the executioner of the king, who 
was always kind to others, a monarch who "always practiced 
leniency" and was "merciful by nature". King Bernard, whom 
Louis had previously called his son and who had just become the 
father of a son named (his grandfather) Pippin, felt that he had 
been punished too severely, and rightly so. He was in pain and 
died two days later, on April 7, 818, with empty eye sockets - 
despite the emperor's merciful actions.
Chamberlain and advisor Reginhard and Reginhar, the son of the
Count Meginhar, whose grandfather Hadrad 7*y instigated the 
conspiracy of the Thuringians against Emperor Charles, defended 
himself and succumbed to the brutal procedure; both because they 
-did not endure the blinding patiently enough" (Anonymi vita 
Hludowici).
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The others survived. And the bishops, abbots and other priests 
involved got off much more lightly, as always, because they were 
only judged by the 5ynod, by their peers, and the clergy - which 
had to encourage criminality - always p r o t e c t e d  them from 
the worst, but the laity from the worst of the clergy. Their rebels 
were imprisoned on ry. April 8I8, other secular participants were 
either banished or shorn into monks, their goods confiscated."

His cruelty, especially against the young and friendly King 
Bernhard, who had been seduced by his surroundings, was 
generally suspected by the pious Louis. Now, however, he had 
even his little stepbrothers, who were not
-I, Drogo to Luxeuil, Hugh to Charroux, Theuderich to an 
unknown place, both against his will and again contrary to his 
oath to always be unchangingly merciful to his sisters, brothers 
and all other relatives.
(p 33) But in this way he prevented any possible claim to the 
kingdom, a share in the government. He later reconciled with the 
two and bought their lasting loyalty by granting them 
ecclesiastical posts and benefices. Stepbrother

Drogo became bishop of Metz at the age of zo, stepbrother Hugo 
abbot of the rich monastery of S. Quentin, abbot also of S. Omer 

(Sithiu) and Lobbes; Theuderich seems to have died early.^ 
Presumably his influential friend Abbot Benedict of Aniane 
contributed to the emperor's brutal actions. In any case, it is 

striking that as soon as Saint 8xi had died, Louis pardoned the 
surviving rebels at the Diedenhofen Imperial Assembly in the 

autumn, and even brought back the brothers Adalhard and Wala, 
who had languished in years of exile.

the court and made them important advisors.
In August 8az, Louis even made a public confession of guilt at 

the Diet of Attigny on the Aisne. He lamented his crime against 
the young Nef- fen Bernard, who had perished horribly, and 
lamented his hard-heartedness towards his beloved
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The emperor's rebellion against the shorn little stepbrothers and 
against Adalhard and Wala, his father's cousins: a unique event in 
Frankish history, a humiliation of the emperor emanating from the 
clergy, which was perhaps supported in particular by the once 
deeply humiliated Charles cousins. In any case, the bufiact 
imposed by the prelates diminished the reputation of the ruler in 
the eyes of the people, while it enhanced that of the bishops, even 
if they casually confessed their negligence in doctrine and office - 
in several places that it would be impossible to list.

No, they are discreet.

DISGUST OF THE PROSECUTORS AND THE PASSENGER

This development did not improve the situation in the state, it 
made it worse. Growing egoism, dissatisfaction and disobedience 
spread. The military campaigns were increasingly unsuccessful, the 
intrigues at court and breaches of the law escalated, exploitation 
by servants grew, as did the corruptibility of the nobility and 
brutality.

The continual internal feuds and external wars (p. q ff.) had 
often made the rich richer, but the poor remained poor or became 
even poorer. Moreover, they were further fleeced, burdened and 
subjugated by the greed of the magnates and priests. Both secular 
and clerical lords dictated prices, tortured their serfs and let 
them starve. Even according to one of Louis' biographers, his 
royal messengers found an uncountable number of oppressed 
people who were deprived of their inheritance or freedom by the 
injustice of the officials. But the intrigues of the greats, their 
competitive battles, their desire to outdo each other, to pander 
to ever more wealthy benefices, the rampant corruption in the 
church, simony, which was at its worst in Rome, all added to 
the misery of the masses. And while many powerful and rich 
people indulged in hunting, gambling, drunkenness and gluttony, 
while they pursued bloodlust
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and all kinds of sexual excesses, while they were sometimes i n  
cahoots with thieves and criminals, bribed, allowed themselves to 
be bribed, they beat, whipped, mutilated and killed those who 
were dependent on them, almost without rights. And while the 
bishops indulged in opulence, luxury and power, while priests and 
monks left their homes and monasteries, while they went about in 
pursuit of pleasure and usury, while they squandered the church 
property, while they drank, whored and preached that "servants 
are equal to masters by nature", they pushed the mass of the 
people into ever greater poverty, deceived them with false 
measures, weights and bloodsucking prices. Quite a few of the 
oppressed emigrated or formed gangs.

In his church history of the Middle Ages, Karl Kupisch writes 
that the various attempts at church reform initiated by Louis the 
Pious were also "in a bad way", because: -In the church, these 
efforts had little success because the high episcopate strove for 
independence and increased wealth after the death of 
Charlemagne. But the successes in the monasteries were also 
limited.

It was a time, laments Paschasius Radbemis, the abbot of 
Corbie and eyewitness, that "dissolved the bonds of 
brotherhood and blood, created enmities everywhere, separated 
countrymen, caused faith and love to cease, did violence even to 
the churches and caused corruption everywhere ...". In short, it 
was a clerical time, a time that we essentially know from earlier 
centuries. And, in essence again, also from all later ones. It 
was a time, as the Franconian Nithard, one of the few lay writers 
of the Middle Ages, reports, in which the empire was 
constantly deteriorating because everyone, driven by their evil 
passions, sought only their own advantage. And the latter is likely 
to be true for many times - right up to the present day.

Natural disasters added to the prevailing ills,
sheer endless downpours, floods, major fires - anno 8z3
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in Saxony alone, z3 villages were set on fire by lightning "in 
broad daylight and clear skies". Earthquakes shook the world, 
epidemics ravaged all creatures and spared "hardly a piece of 
land". Harsh, prolonged, snowy winters raged, in which man 
and beast perished, sometimes even the largest rivers, the 
Rhine, Danube and Marriage, were so frozen over for many 
weeks that wagons full of freight could cross them "as if on a 
bridge", followed in spring by devastating ice drifts. Unusually 
dry, hot summers, famines, the agricultural production of the 
early Middle Ages shows anything but a high degree of 
"mastery of nature".
"a low level of culture" (Bentzien). Mortality was rampant. The 
misery grew continuously in those early twenties."

In addition, as always, foreign policy.

ODBR " DRS $OMMERS
SWEET RBIZE ..............*

Louis the Pious waged war almost year after year, as befitted a 
Christian ruler, primarily because of dynastic conflicts and 
domestic political problems. Time and again, however, he 
crossed borders or allowed them to be crossed, for as a general 
ruler he almost never took part personally in military 
campaigns, but let others fight for him - now the method of all 
rulers in what were now admittedly much larger battles.

They hardly cared about contracts.
Shortly after the emperor's accession to power, for example, 

the Saracen king Abulaz, the father of 'Abdarrabmän, Emir of 
Cordobä (7P $zz), sought a three-year peace.
-This was also granted first," reports Ludwigs anony-
mer biographer, "but later discarded as unfavorable



j 6    1SBR LuowiG t. ThE fiROcT MASS (8tt-Bio)

and the Saracens." After the "sham peace" was revoked, as he 
notes on another occasion, "war was declared." Neither the 
Merovingians nor the Carolingians needed peace. Thus, under 
these Christian princes, slaughter was almost as regular as prayer, 
at least as soon as the horses found food, as soon as, as the 
same source says shortly afterwards, "the lovely charms of 
summer followed ..." Indeed, they hardly let one of these 
charms pass without striking in some direction, in several, 
sometimes even in all of them, of course - "with Christ's help 
...-°

After all, war against pagans and enemies of the holy church 
was a sacred duty. And as the first Christian maje-
The Carolingian rulers were also accompanied by field priests (1 
*47 ff.). "Every bishop should celebrate three masses with three 
psalms, one for the king, one for the army of the Franks, the
The Franconian warriors plundered unrestrainedly in enemy 
territory¡ it was forbidden to plunder beforehand. But then "a 
scorched earth policy was applied ...; and whoever fell into the 
hands of the troops was killed. Aquitaine, Brittany, Saxony, 
Septimania and many other regions were devastated to such an 
extent that the consequences were felt for centuries" (Riché).

WAR GRGzx THEN, SORBEH AND BASKES

The latest research attests that Louis the Pious was the
-Attempt at a consistent ethical foundation for his policies" (R. 
Schneider). However, the fact that the attempt is not yet a reality 
is set aside: politics is not only made by the emperor and the 
imperial court. And when Louis, at the beginning of his reign, had 
national inquiries made in all parts of his realm, as Chorbishop 
Thegan writes almost touchingly innocently, "whether any 
injustice had been done to anyone", his men found - a
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countless numbers of oppressed people, be it because they 
were deprived of their paternal inheritance or deprived of their 
freedom: which unjust officials, counts and deputies used to do 
in a deceitful way - but one already jumped with one's own 
subjects.
how to deal with enemies!

8Ij A Saxon-Abodrite army drove the Danes home, but 
returned without success after devastation "all aroundhez" with 
forty troops. 8i6 Louis sent his army against the Sorbs. This 
time, they complied with the emperor's order "vigorously" (strenue 
compleverunt: imperial annals), and attacked them, according to 
the sources, "as quickly as easily with Christ's help" and "with 
God's help won the victory"; but the emperor
-went hunting for the Wasgenwald". Furthermore, at the other 
end of the empire, on the northern slopes of the Pyrenees, the 
likewise rebellious Basques were overpowered, albeit only after 
two campaigns, but completely" (Annales regni Francorum), 
whereupon, according to the anonymous author, they "greatly 
desired the subjugation" that they were trying to shake off. '3

KRI BG AGAINST DIB BRETON

Louis repeatedly carried out devastating operations against the 
rebellious Bretons, whose princes sometimes claimed the title of 
king themselves. Several times he attacked "the lying, arrogant and 
rebellious people, whom not even his father had completely 
defeated, and whom the Merovingians before Charles and Pippin 
had always wanted to conquer anew.

In the summer of 8i8 he marched in persona - almost his only 
military campaign as emperor - with Franks, Burgundians, 
Alemanni, Saxons and Thuringians against the "disobedient 
Bretons, who went so far in their insolence that they dared to 
appoint one of their own, Marmanus, as king and refused all 
obedience" (Anonymus). The imperious Christians free
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who looked down on the people who were so foreign to them - 
like their king Morman, who was also a Christian - demanded the
-Sovereignty", subordination, interest. The denial of homage, of 
tribute (fifty pounds of silver "from time immemorial") was 
certainly enough for them as a reason for war. But Louis may also 
have been moved by clerical motives. The Breton church was still 
fairly independent, i.e. more determined by the Scottish church, 
which deviated from the Benedictine rules, and was noticeably 
removed from the influence of Rome. Above all, the Frankish 
Clenis detested the greater freedom of Breton marriage law, the 
permission of marriages between close relatives.

Already on his approach, Louis went on pilgrimage from 
church to church in Paris. And on the way he visited monastery 
after monastery, was richly endowed by the abbots Hilduin of 
S. Denis, Du- randus of S. Aignan, a zealous official of his 
chancery, by Abbot Fridugis of S. Martin in Tours and others, as 
was the custom. He then ravaged the land over a wide area; but 
all, according to the imperial annalist, without much effort. 
The pious ruler, of whom Bishop Thegan cautiously praises: -
'He increased in holy virtues from day to day, but to enumerate 
them would go too far-, crushed the Bretons with his 
overbearing power. He incinerated all the buildings, with the 
exception of the churches, and during all the murderous fires he 
had the Abbot Matmonocus of Landevennec inform him in detail 
about the monasticism of the country.

Killing and praying, praying and killing, then everything was 
fine, everything, at least in war, was allowed - provided it 
happened on the
-righteous- side. King Morman, who had cut down a part of the 
Frankish cavalcade, fell at the hands of an overseer of the imperial 
horses, Choslus, who rammed his spear through his skull, then cut 
off his head with his sword, before he himself was killed by a 
Breton, who was again cut down by Choslus' squire, whereupon 
the Breton, already dying, stabbed him: interior views of the war, 
a snapshot, so to speak, of the sweetly honorable death for the 
fatherland ... A lot of prisoners, a lot of cattle were led away, and 
the Bretons
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submitted - "on whatever terms the emperor wanted ... And 
hostages, whomsoever and however much he commanded, were 
given and accepted, and the whole country was furnished 
according to his will, writes Astronomus."

WAR AGAINST ABODRITES AND BASKE1'1

8Iq Wad Ludwig sent an army across the Elbe against the 
Abodrites. They dragged their renegade prince Sclaomir (8o9-
8iq) to Aachen, took his land and banished him¡ a little later they 
chased him back again, but while he was still in Saxony he 
succumbed to an illness, although in the meantime he had 
received the sacrament of Holy Dew¡ the Slavic people on the 
Elbe were still quite ethnic and Ltidwig's sovereignty was still 
subject to serious uprisings in 838 and 83q (p. qy).

The prince, so often praised as peaceful, also won a bloody 
victory against the rebellious Basques or the Wascones, who were 
allied with them.

Since the fiasco of Roncevaux, Gascony had been a kind of 
no-man's land for the Franks, monitored only with difficulty 
by the Count of Toulouse. Although Louis himself never again 
visited the land of his early battle experience as emperor, he 
did subject the border region with Islamic Spain to the 
increased control of a Count of Bordeaux and Duke of the 
Vassons in 8i6. And 8xq his son Pippin, through a military 
campaign in Gascony, a duchy in its own right in the early 
Middle Ages, -established peace in this province so 
completely that no more rebels or disobedients were to be 
found there "¡ while the regent - as the imperial annalist and 
Astronomus again report - turned to "hunting in the Ardennes" 
in the "usual manner". - There were, of course, repeated clashes 
with the Moors in the twenties.33



 

WAR AGAINST1'4 Dls CROATS

The emperor waged a three-year war against the Croats with a 
large contingent.

The K roats were Slavs who roamed the Mediterranean as 
nomads or semi-nomads in the first post-Christian centuries.
Blackmecr region t o  the Carpathian region,' 7 century to 
Dalmatia and Pannonia. However, almost nothing is known about 
their history in this and the following period. Around
8oo during the Avar massacres (IV 8J ff.) they were subjugated, 
albeit not yet definitively, including Christians, and Pan-Norman 
and Dalmatian-Croatia were ecclesiastically placed under the 
Patriarch of Aquileia.

8Iq the Duke of Lower Pannonia, Ljudevit Posavski (d. 8z 3), 
who ruled between the Drava and Sava rivers, rose up against the 
empire, incited by the Patriarch Fortunatus of Grado, who even 
provided Ljudevit with the craftsmen, builders and masons 
needed to build the fortress.

The patriarch had once been very close to the mighty Charles, 
had repeatedly appeared in the north, the first time with rich gifts 
as early as the summer of 803 in the Palatinate of Salz (today Bad 
Neiistadt) on the Saale, and had also been granted extensive 
privileges by the ruler himself, including a benefice in the 
Frankish kingdom.  Now, however, the agile prince of the church, 
who indulged his greed for wealth and power, believed in the 
stronger power of the Slavic tribes, in the future of the Slavic 
kingdom in his neighborhood, sensed his advantage there and 
collaborated accordingly. (Over the centuries, success-hungry 
prelates have repeatedly made such turns to the east, of course 
also and especially in Rome - up to Leo XIII, for example, who 
before the First World War took full control not only of France, 
but even more of Rutland).



The super-stupid sentence that is used to make a lot of money: 
history does not repeat itself. But everything that is typical of 
history, everything that is motoric, betrayal, oppression, 
exploitation, economic crises, currency fraud, state-ordered 
murder and manslaughter, all this is repeated incessantly (cf. 3 
ff.). What does it do, whoever is dancing around the
Golden Calf - and leads the dancers around by the nose - in
the main thing: semper idem.

In his uprising against the Frankish central power 8iq, Ljudevit 
initially stood his ground against Margrave Cado- lah of Friuli, 
but was then defeated on the Drava by Cadolah's successor (who 
himself did not survive his unceremonious retreat), Margrave 
Balderich of Friuli, and chased out of the country. However, 
Ljudevit was still able to defeat Borna, the ruler of coastal 
Croatia, with whom he traveled to the court meeting in Aachen 
in 8i8, at the Kulpa; Ljudevit's own father-in-law, Dra- gamosus, 
perished as Borna's comrade-in-arms, but the latter was able to 
flee thanks to his bodyguard. The Croatian prince also continued 
to seek his advantage with the Franks and successfully resisted his 
rival, who had invaded Dalmatia, from the strongholds on the 
coast; He attacked him sometimes in the rear, sometimes from the 
side, allegedly day and night, and finally forced him to withdraw 
at a loss, "for three thousand of his men had fallen, over three 
hundred horses were captured", claims the imperial annalist, while 
the ruler was once again recovering from the hardships of 
government in the royal hunting grounds in the Eifel. 8zo Borna 
appeared again in Aachen to propose a joint war against Ljudevit, 
but died the following year, probably of a violent death.

Izo, as soon as the horses found fords outside, three armies 
of Louis from three sides simultaneously, from Italy, Carinthia 
as well as from Bavaria and Upper Pannonia, invaded Lyudevit's 
territory (Anonymi vita Hludowici) and plundered -almost the 
entire country- (Annales regni Francorum), but otherwise 
remained unsuccessful. Indeed, a considerable part of the 
troops (which had traveled through Pannonia) perished from an 
epidemic, while
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Louis the Pious devoted himself to "hunting" in the Ardennes in 
the usual manner. And the very next year, in 8zi, three of his 
slaughter piles -the entire territory- of the Ljude- vit were again 
destroyed, while his majesty now spent the rest of the summer 
and half of the fall hunting in the remote Wasgenwald" 
(Imperial Annals).

8zz can be found in almost all directions.
In the south-east, troops from Italy were thrown into Pannonia. 

This time, the Croat had to flee to Serbia, where he enjoyed the 
protection and hospitality of a Serbian leader, whom he 
treacherously murdered in order to seize his castle and town. 
But it was only when Ljudevit himself was eliminated in 8z3 in 
the castle of Srb on the Una, when he was killed by someone 
by stealth, incidentally as the guest of an uncle of the Croatian 
prince Borna, that the entire area between the Drava and Sava 
rivers came under Frankish sovereignty again."

In the north, where the Saxons had built a fortress on Louis' 
orders in Delberide on the other side of the Elbe, a garrison was 
established in the Orr and "the previous Slavic inhabitants of the 
area were driven out" (Annales regni Francorum)."

And also in the southwest, in the northwest: robbery and murder.

WAR IN SPAIN AND AGAINST THE BRETONS

The Counts of the Spanish Marches invaded "the interior of Spain 
via the Segre and returned happily from there with great booty" 
after "devastating and burning everything", as Astronomus writes. 
The imperial annal also records the devastation of the fields, the 
burning of the villages and the
-"In the same way, after the equinox, in autumn, the counts of the 
Breton Marches invaded the property of a rebellious Breton 
named Wihomarkus and devastated everything with fire and 
sword." And why
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not - after all, the emperorship was "considered a divine mandate 
and like an ecclesiastical office" (Schieffer). But Louis then went 
"hunting in the Ardennes" and then to an imperial diet in 
Frankfun, where he "had to receive gifts from all the eastern 
Slavs". He had to receive gifts from all the eastern Slavs: from the 
Abodrites, Sorbs, Wiltzes, Bohemians, Moravians, Rradecians (an 
eastern Abodrite group in the Branichevo district) and from the 
Avars of Pannonia - this people then disappears from history 
forever.

Of course, the court did not want to be lavish and reward his 
fearsomeness. Even the distant prince Grimoald of Benevento 
was bound by the emperor from his accession to power "by pact 
and oath (pacto et sacramentis),
to pay 7 SOlidi of gold annually into the royal treasury" 
(Anonymi Vita Hludowici)."

8a¢ The monarch again led three army groups - one of which 
he led himself - against the Bretons and their prince Wiho- march, 
Morman's successor. The other two armies were commanded by 
the emperor's sons Pippin and Louis, with the leaders of the 
neighboring districts, the counts of Tours, Orléans and Nantes, 
apparently becoming particularly involved.

Just as thrushes and other birds invade the vineyards in dense 
flocks in the fall to gather the grapes, the Franks came as soon as 
the harvest began and plundered the rich yield of the land. This is 
recounted in the fourth canto of his heroic epic by the Frankish 
priest Ermoldus Nigellus, who, armed with shield and sword, 
accompanied the campaign against the Bretons (not without self-
irony) and sang of it as the greatest achievement of Ludwig. 
"They searched for the riches hidden in forests, marshes and 
ditches. They took unfortunate people, sheep and cattle with them. 
The Franks devastated everything. The churches were spared, as 
the emperor had ordered, but everything else was s e t  on fire.

According to Frankish sources, Louis the Pious devastated the 
entire country with fire and sword for forty days, ravaging it with 
great devastation (magna plaga),
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who is "the most pious of emperors", as Chorbishop Thegan 
praises him, "since he spared his enemies before", fulfilling the 
word of the Evangelist, where it is said: "Forgive and it will be 
forgiven you". Louis destroyed fields and forests, ruined much of 
the vegetation, killed many Bretons, dragged many captives away 
and returned with hostages from "the disloyal people". (King 
Wihomarch was soon surrounded and slain in his own house by 
the people of Count Lambert of Nantes).

In the same year, a military expedition to Pamplona ended "less 
-happily", where, on the way back through the Pyrenees, the 
Franks were sent to Roncevalles in the same narrow pass.
sal, in which, as legend has it. 77 the rearguard of Charlemagne" 
after his destruction of the Basque city of
Pamplona perished ( 4 6 ff.). Now, just under half a century later, 
the troops of Counts Aebliis and Asenarius "were defeated in the 
dark mountain gorge by the treeless
Mountain dwellers ... almost down to the last man". The two 
counts survived - after losing their entire army (Astronomus)."

In his legislation, the emperor then began to cling clearly to the 
church again, with whose representatives he had had such painful 
experiences in the meantime (p. f . ), without learning or being 
able to learn from them. In any case, he now expressly stood up 
for the honor and protection of this church, for its elevation and, 
of course, for the dignity of its leaders, to whom reverence was to 
be shown and whose sermons were to be listened to. He 
demanded fasting, Sunday sanctification, the establishment of 
schools for the education of the clergy, but also felt compelled to 
admonish the bishops to fulfill their pastoral duties to the fullest 
extent."

In general, God and the Church could not be relied upon alone. 
Therefore, whenever Ludwig invoked heaven's blessing on his 
measures in the increasingly difficult times, he never forgot what 
gave them their effectiveness in the first place. When, just a few 
years later, he gave everyone a
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He imposed a three-day fast and asked for the highest support, but 
at the same time, in view of the enemies of the Christians all 
around, he ordered all those liable to serve in the army to be ready 
with horses and weapons, clothing, carts and provisions' in order 
to be able to move out without delay if necessary. Yes - he who 
trusts in God, who is good t o  himself ...°

However, when he learned of the apostasy of the noble 
Visigoth Aizo at the royal court of Salz an der Saale in 8z6 and of 
the turmoil he had caused in the Spanish Margraviate, where he 
had brought castles into his possession, counts on fugitive legs 
and the enormously exploited population on his side, and the 
enormously exploited population, often driven from their courts 
or enslaved, to his side, the monarch immediately decided to 
consider the evil matter carefully and, above all, to let his anger 
burn off during the autumn hunt (-autumnali ve- natione-).

In the meantime, Aizo threw garrisons into the castles he had 
taken, conquered more, felt his way with the Moors, who had a 
well-functioning state on the peninsula and with whom the 
population, Goths and Spanish settlers - who had already 
complained bitterly under Charles I about the oppression of 
Christian counts and their beadles - got on better than one 
might think. Day after day, they walked and traded with each 
other, with Frankish silver coins, with Arab gold coins, and 
Aizo, who apparently sought to wrest the Spanish marrow from 
the Franks, did not fail to make contact with 'Abdarrabmän II 
(8xz-8yz), your Emir of Cordoba, and quite successfully too.

Louis the Pious, for his part, first sent Abbot Helisachar, his 
former chancellor, and then his son Pippin, King of Aquitaine, to 
the south with "countless Frankish troops" in 8zy. However, the 
Moors, who crossed the Ebro, pillaged the area around Barcelona 
and Gerona, burned churches, cruelly murdered priests and 
dragged away many Christians, were able to retreat back to 
Saragossa without the Frankish troops - who for whatever reason 
arrived too late - even seeing them.
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which, of course, had already been foreshadowed by "terrible 
battle scenes at night", as the astronomer knows. As a result, the 
monarch, who was as godly as he was superstitious, hurried when 
he heard of the gruesome signs, sent -help troops to protect the 
margraviate and enjoyed himself hunting in the forests around 
Compiegne and Quierzy until winter. 8a8 A platoon of his son 
Lothar also remained
"with a numerous Frankish army - without result. And Aico 
disappears from history without a trace."

WAR AGAINST THE BULGARIA

There was also a conflict with the Bulgarians.
Their Khan Omurtag ( -s- ca. 83I), who was the first 

Bulgarian ruler to confer directly with the Franks, had been 
sending legations - including gifts - to Louis since 8z im- ter.
and asked for clarification of borders and the establishment of 
peaceful relations. Time and again, however, Louis kept the 
envoys waiting for an unduly long time and stalled the khan. 
Finally, after all attempts had failed, he forced g-7 to
ship entered Lower Pannonia from the Drava, devastated the
land and appointed Bulgarian officials there. As Pannonia was 
lost, the following year the younger Louis undertook a hecr 
journey against the Bulgarians, but evidently again without 
success, although the monks of Fulda boasted of celebrating a 
thousand masses during Lent (ip. February to April 4) and also of 
celebrating a thousand masses during Lent (ip. February to April 
4).
to have sung a lot of psaltery for the troupe. The very next
The Bulgarians sailed up the Drava again in the second year and 
burned some of our villages near the river" (Annales Fuldcn- ses). 
The imperial court described the "invasions and devastations of 
the infidels" - atich the Saracens raged in the Spanish march - as 
well as other calamities as "just punishments of God".2

The margrave apparently had a little more "luck" at the time
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of Tuscia, Bonifacius, to whom the emperor had entrusted the 
protection of Corsica. In his "hunt" for pirates who believed in 
Ting, the zealous defender of the island went as far as Africa, 
landed between Utica and Carthage, attacked whole masses of 
invaders, "put them to flight five or more times and put down a 
large number of Africans "¡ but also lost
"a considerable number of his own people. After all, he "left 
behind great fear through this deed" (Annales regni Franco- 
rum)

Especially in the last decade of Ludwig's regiment, the
the atis-related conflicts receded considerably. The Catholic 
ruling house now had enough to do with i t s e l f  due to palace 
revolutions. However, this had also been the case at other courts 
in the Christian West for some time, right from the beginning of 
this common rule.

For example in Rome.

ROMAN CONDITIONS:
WHY MURDERER POPE LEO III WAS CANONIZED

On the Tiber, the death of the old Emperor Charles was soon 
greeted with the scent of dawn. He had barely died on January 

8iq at the age of two and seventy. January 8iq at the age of two 
and seventy and Louis had succeeded him in the government, 

when the high clergy on the other side of the Alps immediately 
sensed that they could act differently towards their son. They 

now sought more independence, power and "freedom of action", 
especially within the Papal States, and they got it. When, in the 

same year, the Eternal City fought against Pope Leo III, who 
was badly behaved and accused of fornication and perjury, the 

latter (by virtue of his miraculously healed eyes and tongue 
after, according to the sources, only an attempted, but under-

bliebenen Verstümmelung!) 1 73 canonized hundredfold desk 
murderer (IV ¢j6 ... ff.) -, he let the "majesty-breakers" dangle in 
heaps. It even dismayed
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the pious Louis, -that such severe punishments had been imposed 
by the first priest of the world- (Anonymus). After all, even his 
father Charles had once commuted the apparently numerous death 
sentences against Leo's city-noble opponents into banishment. 
And in the year 8z, after Lco had already been terminally ill for 
more than two decades after he had occupied the chair never 
occupied by Peter, a new rebellion, a revolt of the nobility and a 
building uprising, shook the reign of the saint, who had estates 
forcibly confiscated for the apostolic chamber, expropriated 
property owners beheaded, death sentences passed in rows, and 
who, of course,  was himself wanted f o r  h i s  precious life.

The Romans gathered in droves, writes the imperial annalist, -
and first p l u n d e r e d  the estates that the pope had recently 
established in the territory of the individual cities, and then burned 
them down. They then decided to go to Rome and take by force 
what they complained had been taken from them." However, as 
they advanced towards the city, they were defeated by the 
Frankish Duke Winigis, although he was already old and weak 
like the pope. As a consolation in his affliction (not for his 
subjects), the Geplagre used to say mass several times a day. And 
Duke Winigis later became a monk a n d  died soon afterwards.

But why did LCO Ill- ' *7th century enter the Roman 
martyrology? Why was this murderer's eulogy pronounced holy* 
(A pope, by the way, during his xi-year pontificate)?
cat did not hold a synod on his initiative that would have issued 
canons to strengthen church discipline). He was not canonized 
because of his brutality, not because of his liquefactions, and 
certainly not because of his prostration before Charles the Great - 
it was, if not the first, at least the last proclamation of a pope 
before a Western emperor - to which alone he owed his survival 
(more in office than in power). No, he was canonized because he 
gave Charles the crown on Christmas 8Do
(IV 449 f.); because in this way he impressively forged the 
popes' lust for power, their insatiable striving for supremacy.
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cated, because with this signal that shone through the ages, this 
"stroke of genius" (de Rosa), he wrote their absolute claim to 
leadership into the dreary book of history forever, as it were. This 
is the only reason why Franz Xaver Seppelt, the Catholic pope 
historian, sees Leo III's name in the "catalog of saints". Leo III's 
name in the "catalog of saints" - despite all the fatalities of his 
long death, all the corpses that line his path - holy, holy, holy! 
(Feast: June iz.)"

$CHWINDRL WITH ISERCRO2'tE AND -CROWNING:
S r IV (8 i 6-8I7) AND PASCHALIS I. (8I7-8*4)

Leo died on iz. June 8i6.
His successor Stephen IV, a noble Roman who had been 

drilled in the Lateran from childhood and who was elevated 
within ten days without consulting the emperor, reigned for only 
a few months, but his noble family provided two more popes 
over the course of the century. Stephen himself set off from 
Rome in August and, accompanied by King Bernard, traveled 
"with the greatest haste over the Alps to Reims, where in the 
first days of October Louis, bursting with gold and precious 
stones, prostrated himself three times before the pope to the 
praise of the clergy, in accordance with Byzantine ceremonial, 
and greeted him with the words of the psalm: -"Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord". Embraces, kisses, church 
services, tedeum, new hymns of praise - and on the next and 
following day "many gifts" and "glorious gasps" (Reichsanna- 
len). The emperor offered the prince of the church silver, goblets 
adorned with precious stones, tableware made of gold, horses 
laden with gold, etc. Stephen donated sparingly, some gold as 
well, and gifts, whereby he of course received back "many 
times over what he had brought with him from Rome" 
(Ermoldus Nigellus). Yes, that's the joy of giving. Even the 
Pope likes to give.



And holiness that does not forget, Ludwig "a second king
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David" (Thegan), was only so eager to crown the emperor as 
emperor at a festive mass in St. Mary's Church in Reims, where 
Clovis was supposed to have been baptized: although he had 
already been crowned emperor in Aachen three years earlier, II j, 
and had been ceremonially acclaimed as emperor again in Aachen 
after his death, even in the curial view "was already undisputedly 
'emperor'" (Eichmann). Nevertheless, that was not enough. 
Rome's participation should, had to be necessary for the full 
assertion of Caesarian dignity. The popes wanted to award 
imperial crowns, no matter how stingy they were towards 
emperors. But Stephen already had a crown in his luggage - "a 
golden crown of marvelous beauty adorned with the most 
precious gems" (Thegan), one that the pope also passed off as the 
crown of Emperor Constantine! (The Catholic Handbook of 
Church History presents this crown of Constantine discreetly in 
quotation marks).

The hoax, although legally irrelevant, could and should of 
course also remind us of the Roman origins of the empire and of 
the relationship between the two potentates, of the
"Axis" Aachen-Rome, as it were. Above all, however, it was a 
continuation of the coup of his predecessor, a continuation and a 
new advance in favor of the Roman view of things, of the highest 
aspects of history; in a sense, the papal view of the imperial 
dignity, ... of the pope's right to the imperial coronation and of the 
papal conferral of the imperium- (Seppelt). The empire was now 
solemnly confirmed as the Holy Empire.

At the time, Stephen IV also anointed the young monarch and 
his wife Irmingard, combining the coronation of an emperor with 
the anointing for the first time. Significantly, l'crson's anointing 
emerged in the Western church; in the Oriental church, where 
only the altar and the church were anointed much earlier than in 
the West, it was unknown and was only later adopted from the 
West.

After the blessing, Pope Stephen prayed in an evocative 
manner: -O Christ, ruler of the world and of all ages, you who 
gave
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you wished to see Rome as the head of the world ..." Louis, for 
his part, apparently took an oath of protection for the Roman 
Church, which soon became known as the Pactum 
Hludowiciantim, which drew on the Franks' earlier generous 
acts of friendship and granted Rome internal bishop- ship, It 
also enumerated the entire territorial possessions of the prince, 
gave him generous privileges, guaranteed both his ecclesiastical 
goods and sovereign rights, and of course also sought to secure 
the Frankish supremacy.

As always, the pursuit of power and possessions was at the 
forefront, while the ecclesiastical reform policy so promoted by 
Louis remained - tellingly enough - "without any recognizable 
involvement of the popes" (Schieffer). However: "As long as the 
pope was present, they held daily discussions about the best of the 
holy Church of God (de utilitate sanctae Dei aecclesiae). But after 
the emperor had showered him with great and innumerable gifts, 
more than three times as many as he himself had received from 
him, as he always used to do, giving more than he took, he sent 
him back to Rome ...- (Thegan); "... the pope, who had achieved 
everything he desired, returned to Rome - (Astronomus). In fact, 
he arrived there richly laden with gold and silver, but above all 
with guarantees of possession, confirmation of privileges, 
immunities; he had also received an additional imperial gift, the 
Frankish crown estate of Vendeuvre (near Bar-sur-Aube), but left 
the following day, on January z¢. January 8iy, and worked a few 
miracles after h i s  death.4 '

Stephen's successor Paschal I (8iy-8z¢) soon had the Pactum 
Hludowicianum negotiated with his predecessor confirmed by the 
emperor, i.e. the entire scope of the promises and donations made 
by Pippin and Charles, Louis' grandfather and father, the 
autonomy of the Papal States, the papal rights to rule and, last but 
not least, the free election of the pope. The document, a much-
disputed document that is not even mentioned in the official 
pope's book and is only known as an ab-
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This document (not in the original), which survived in the 
ecclesiastical legal collections of the i i i./Iz. This document, 
which has been handed down to us since the middle of the 15th 
century, was long regarded as a forgery due to its peculiar 
formulas, which differed from the usual diplomas. In the 
meantime, however, it is mostly regarded as genuine, both 
formally and factually - apart from various distortions and 
interpolations, such as the insertion of Sardinia, Cor- sica and 
Sicily, which were apparently swindled into the document in the 
course of the old forgery.

The act of Reims 816 was significantly repeated and 
supplemented in Rome at Easter 8z3.

At that time, Louis' son Lothar I was in Italy, where, advised by 
Wala, he had had to continue the reign of Pippin and Bernard 
since 8zz. At Easter, Stephen's successor Paschal 1, a harsh pope 
with a lot of bad blood, asked him to join him, who had again 
been consecrated without consulting the emperor, for which he 
apologized. And on Easter Day (April y, 8k3) he celebrated ITtit 
Lothar in St. Peter's Church,
had already been crowned emperor **7 *°m father in Aachen, the 
same ritual as his predecessor had once performed with this father 
in
Reims. And again, the coronation, which came to Lothar all the 
sooner as the empress's pregnancy had just been discovered, had 
the same purpose: to bind the empire to Rome, to make the 
anointing and coronation by the pope appear indispensable even 
for emperors who had already been appointed and crowned by 
secular authorities. And indeed, the "right" of the popes to crown 
emperors was no longer recognized, as was the "right of Rome 
and Saint Peter, for which a precedent was created here, to be the 
place of coronation" (Kelly). Remarkably, this second coronation 
of Lothar was also associated for the first time with the 
presentation of a sword; just as cooperation in the mission of the 
north was now intensified
(S. 7 . 470). But the sword, which the pope presented to Lothair 
in addition to the crown, was a symbol of protection and violence, 
a sign of the obligation to eradicate evil."
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POPE PASCHALIS DAZZLES AND BEHEADS
HOLY U1'4D IS CANCELED AGAIN IN KALRNDER

But no one recognized evil better than the popes.
Paschalis, for example, recognized it even in his own 

ministers, and, interestingly enough, in the leading heads of the 
Frankish party. For this reason, two of the highest papal officials, 
the highly noble Primicerius Theodorus (still 8ai nuncio at the 
Frankish court) and his son-in-law, the nomenclator Leo, 8z3, 
were expelled after Lothar's departure "because of their loyalty to 
Lothar" (Astronomus), because, according to the imperial annals, 
they "remained loyal to the young emperor Lothar in all matters", 
they were blinded and beheaded by papal servants in the Lateran 
Palace - without any legal proceedings. According to the 
astronomer, everything was attributed to the pope or "with his 
consent".

The whole affair is somewhat reminiscent of the bloody 
proceedings of St. Leo III in 8i J (p. Jy f.). However, the 
monarch also sent his judges to Rome in 8z3 and withdrew to 
the Wormsgau for the rest of the summer and to the Eifel for 
hunting in the fall. But Paschalis (who was so popular with the 
Romans that there were still riots at his funeral) denied any 
complicity and evaded the trial - he had reason enough to do so - 
by publicly swearing an oath of purification, a "means of proof" 
already tested by St. Leo III in December 8oo (IV type) and 
particularly common among the ecclesiastical officialdom, with 
the help of 3q bishops and five presbyters and deacons. At the 
same time, he cursed the murdered men as traitors, called their 
deaths an act of justice, as they deserved their fate as criminals 
of majesty, and took the murderers as servants of St. Peter (de 
familie sancti Petri) "most resolutely under his protection" 
(Annales regni Franco- rum).

Emperor Louis resigned. And Pope Paschalis I died in 8zq in 
the midst of the sancti Petri family. The man was clever, 
unmistakably superior to Louis, and tough. Fulda monks, who 
gave him a
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He had those who brought him unpleasant news thrown into 
prison and threatened their abbot Rhabanus Maurus with excom- 
munication. In Rome itself, his rigorous regiment, which was 
completely disrupting the state, was in disarray. And since not 
only his intended burial, but also the subsequent papal election 
was marked by serious riots, Paschalis' body remained unburied 
for a long time until his successor was able to bury it, albeit not in 
St. Peter's.

However, somewhat later, at the end of the Iä. A little later, at 
the end of the 19th century, the church historian Caesar Baronius - 
he had to be forced to accept the cardinalate by the threat of 
excommunication - entered his name in the Catholic Church's 
calendar of saints ( feast of May), and again a little later (Rome's 
mills grind slowly), i9d3, and his feast day was canceled."

When bitter battles broke out between the people and the nobility 
after Paschal's death, during which the latter made the archpriest 
Eugene of Santa Sabina pontifcx maximus, the energetic junior 
emperor Lothar I, who had developed considerable political talent, 
came to Rome for a second time. He protested against the murder 
of his followers - who had been loyal to the emperor, himself and 
the Franks - protested against "the ignorance and weakness of 
some popes", against the habgjer of their judges, the unlawful 
expropriation of goods in the name of the popes and against the 
entire incompetence of the ecclesiastical regime. And his actions 
were gratefully welcomed by the Roman population.

The capitularies of Emperor Louis had already denounced the 
simony and greed for profit of the bishops in Italy, who often 
exploited their parishes financially, allowed the churches to fall 
into disrepair and
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The Roman Catholic priests were instructed at a synod in Rome in 
8a6 under Etigen II that they must not gamble, engage in usury, 
hunt or catch birds, that they must not squander the church 
furnishings, fornicate, etc. (Incidentally, this is the only Roman 
synod from the entire first half of the qth century for which 
records exist. century of which there are records. And in the first 
quarter of the century, there were apparently no church assemblies 
in Rome at all). Now Lothar undertook a sharp investigation of 
many crimes and abuses: the "Roman conditions, which had been 
in great confusion for some time due to the wrong behavior of 
several popes", as the imperial annalist says.
-The extent of the unlawful con'fiscations of goods that occurred, 
the arbitrariness and greed with which the papal officials managed 
their affairs, became ever more alarming (Simson).

Of course, the high priests did not stop at monasteries, which 
they also attacked, especially those that were particularly rich.

Farfa, for example.
The Benedictine monastery founded in UtR 7 was one of the 

richest abbeys in Italy in the Middle Ages. Located between 
Rome and Rieti, it enjoyed the protection of the Lombard kings.
It owed its extensive holdings in and outside the Sabina to the 
Spoleto dukes in particular, but also to many private donors. 
Endowed with Frankish immunity, the right to elect abbots and 
exemption by Charles 1 as early as y and confirmed in its 
possession and legal status by subsequent emperors, it was also 
able to present confirmation bulls from the popes. Just a few days 
before his death, Stephen IV recognized all this, albeit in return 
for an annual interest of io gold solidi.

Nevertheless, other popes had repeatedly sought to ignore 
Farla's imperial immediacy by virtue of their sovereignty over 
Sabina and to subjugate the rich abbey. Hadrian had taken 
goods away from it, as had St. Leo III; finally, St. Paschal had 
claimed that the abbey was a part of the empire,
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Farfa was "subject to the law and rule of the Roman Church", 
brought a lawsuit against Abbot lngoald before the imperial court 
and lost. (But just a few years later, in 8zq - popes can hardly give 
in, as they are always in the right, it is always about God - Gregory 
IV brought a new legal dispute over Farfa).

After a formal trial, Lothar condemned Pope Eu- gen II (8zd- *7) 
to hand over all confiscated Roman goods, banished the popes 
from the city to the cheers of the people, and ordered them to 
leave the city.
He was also a judge in the Frankish kingdom and arranged for the 
return of those persecuted under Paschalis I. And on November i 
i, 8z¢, he established a new regulation of Frankish-Papal relations, 
the
(again restricting the Pactum HludowiCianum of -7), the so-called 
-Constitntio Romana"'°, restored the supreme power of the 
emperor in the Papal States as well as the dependence of the pope, 
he placed the administration of the Papal States under the control 
of the pope.
of a permanent papal and imperial missiis, before which finally 
every "electus", every pope to be consecrated, first had to take 
the oath of allegiance to the emperor "pro conservatione omni- 
um-. Thus, as was the case from Justinian until the loss of Italy 
from Constantinople, confirmation of the papal election by the 
emperor was once again necessary, the Pactum Hludowicianum 
was partially abolished and a culmination of imperial power over 
the Curia was achieved - albeit without lasting success. After all, 
John IX expressly sanctioned it at a Roman synod in 8q8 in 
order to prevent the almost usual unrest during papal elections. 
Indeed, Lothar's constitution still found its way into the canonical 
collections of Gregory VII's time, even if, unsurprisingly (cf. 
p. i8i ff.) - mutilated and corrected - (Mühlbacher)."



 
 

THE FRANKISH BISHOPS HUMILIATE THE
ISER AND DO NOT WANT TO BE

BE DIRECTED

Like the shepherds in Rome, those in the empire gradually 
became more and more rebellious. This was certainly not only due 
to them, but also to their secular colleagues and occasional 
opponents. For priests always know quite well when they have to 
shower, when they can bark, when they can pack, when they can 
bite.

Louis the Pious, much softer than the "great" father, much less 
energetic, brutal, had correspondingly much less "success - in 
foreign policy, against Danes, Bulgarians, Moors, but also in the 
empire and, despite all his reforming zeal, often because of this, in 
the church.

Although the bishops were prepared to anoint and crown the 
kings and elevate them above all laymen, they also wanted to be 
above all princes. They strove for a theocratic state and made 
Louis a king "of their grace" (Halphen). And if he soon renounced 
the confirmation of the papal election to Rome and the inspection 
of the Papal States, he was at times even more inferior to the 
episcopate in domestic politics.

In August 8xz, the emperor appeared at the imperial assembly 
of Attingny in the church there in his penitential robes and made a 
public confession of repentance. He did so on the advice of the 
prelates. He confessed his complicity in the death of his nephew 
Bernhard, his injustice towards his stepbrothers, cousins and 
others. He humbled himself as his father had never done and 
would have submitted to the judgment of the priests. At that time, 
Agobard of Lyon demanded the restitution of all the goods that 
former princes had taken from the church!

Ludwig bore it contritely, jagre troops in all directions.
sent an army to Pannonia, a second to Spain, a third to the 
Breton Marches - and was himself - according to the custom of 
the Frankish kings - hunting during the autumn season ..." All 
this, to be remembered again and again, is part of Christian-
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western culture, not an incidental but an essential part.
Likewise this.
In an effort to subordinate themselves to the state, the bishops 

in Paris demanded, with recourse to the unusually lofty teachings 
of Pope Gelasius 1 (II 3o  If.), that no one should judge them, that 
they themselves were only responsible to God, but that the local 
grandees were responsible to them, the bishops. Yes, their
-auctoritas- is also above the -potestas- of the king, the emperor, 
who would otherwise become a tyrant and lose all moral right to 
rule.

Their arrogance, sometimes clothed in phrases of apparent 
modesty, in pseudo-deference - the notorious clerical hypocrisy - 
could hardly be greater. They praised, even sincerely, the humility 
of the emperors, for they always find humility in others very 
commendable. But they acted as those to whom the Lord gave 
power to bind and loose, and complacently recalled the alleged 
words of the Emperor Constantine to the bishops (from Rufin's 
ominous church history): -God has appointed cuch to be priests 
and has given you the power to judge us as well. That is why we 
are rightly judged by you, but you cannot be judged by men - too 
fictitious to be true. They are gladly believed, they plead with all 
their might for the church property - which they themselves did 
not hold together, with which they often disagreed as with private 
property. Only envious people, they explain, think it is too much; 
in fact, it can -rightly- be used -never too much-!"

Well, we are pursuing that. (Cf. however already: 43$ff., esp.

If all this already revealed an episcopal arrogance and lust for 
power that could hardly be surpassed, they were soon even more 
disgusting in Louis' quarrel with his sons.

But hadn't the regent himself provoked this through his 
devotion? Had he not himself, at the deliberations in Aachen in 
mid-December 8a8, when all unhealthiness, hunger, and - gras- 
sierend freiÍich "während des ganzen Mitte1alters- (Goetz), eine
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"wild world, a world in the clutches of hunger" (Duby) - when 
poverty, epidemics, plagues, plagues, abominable superstition, 
rebellion of the magnates, greed of the officials, the counts, 
corruptibility, simony, moral depravity of the clergy, 
whoremongers, pederasty, sodomy, raiding of the pagans, etc., 
etc. - in short, when all evil was attributed according to 
established custom to divine wrath over the sins of Christendom, 
In short, when, according to established custom, all evil was 
attributed to divine wrath over the sins of Christendom, but when 
exemption from taxes was demanded for the priests and the 
emperor renounced any interference in church affairs, did he not 
call it the task of the bishops to investigate what particular sins 
were responsible for the misery, so that they could be duly atoned 
for? And also in 8z9, at the Paris Synod, the prelates expressly 
g a v e  spiritual authority precedence over royal authority."

However, Ludwig slipped into the worst domestic political 
troubles with undoubtedly world-historical consequences through 
an event that is normally considered a joyful one: the birth of a 
child, a son born after his birth.

THOLIKRN UI'4TER ITSELF: THE FIRST AUFSYAIID

Empress Ermengard had given birth to three sons for the ruler: 
Lothar (1795). Pippin (7s) and Louis (8od). When she d i e d  in 
Angers on October 3, 818 after a marriage of around twenty years, 
it was feared that the pious widower would disappear into the 
monastery. And, of course, the clergy valued "monastic gain on 
the throne more ... than an emperor in monk's garb between 
monastery walls" (Luden). Thus one presented
In a kind of beauty contest, a "viewing", as the sober imperial 
annalist somewhat indelicately puts it, he was presented with a 
selection of the high nobility. And the Carolingian, who was by 
no means unreceptive to women, opted for the daughter of Count 
Welf, Judith, who recommended herself not only because of her 
origins - the originally Frankish, then mainly Alemannic and
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Bavaria's wealthy older Guelph dynasty - but who supposedly 
united all the advantages, was unusually sweet and seductive 
(Archbishop Agobard), but also rich, intellectual and educated. 
Just a few months after the death of his first wife, the emperor 
married her in early 8iq, and after a daughter Gisela, she gave 
birth to a son on June 3, 8a3 in the new palace at Frankfurt, who 
w a s  named Charles after his grandfather and later nicknamed 
"the Bald"."

For by virtue of the mother's efforts to secure an inheritance for 
the young offspring like his stepbrothers, through these now 
constant interventions by the attractive and strong-willed young 
Welf, the story took a different course.
7 (p. 38 ff.), which had already divided the realm among his sons 
from his first marriage, and instead of the three-part division he 
made a four-part division.
men.

Prince Charles was only six years old when Louis proclaimed 
him king of Alemannia, his mother's ancestral land, at the Diet of 
Worms and granted him Alsace, Raetia and parts of Burgundy. 
And as a result of the cabals that now began, probably mostly 
emanating from the empress, Louis became enemies with his elder 
sons, Lothar was pitted against the brothers, the brothers against 
Lothar, but also one brother against the other - in short, 
demoralization, corruption, bribery and betrayal in abundance. 
And, God knows, it was no coincidence that all this was preceded 
by signs, the moon darkened at dusk on July I and again on 
December zy. Decembef 8z8 at midnight. Indeed, during the 
coming -holy forty days of Lent-, before the -holy Easter", a 
nocturnal earthquake together with a violent stormy wind at 
Aachen even demolished the -church of the holy Murter of God, 
which was covered with blciplars" (Reichsannalen). 
Consequently, things soon went from bad t o  w o r s e  f o r  the 
empire".

The first indignation 3 because of the senior led in the from-
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The western world, which is so family-friendly, ushered in a 
decade of continued palace rebellions and civil wars.

The emperor's elder sons were understandably bitter about this 
development. Especially Lothar, whose realm had been greatly 
reduced in favor of Charles, also saw his future rule 
endangered. But the younger brothers Pippin and Louis were 
also threatened with further loss of territory. The ecclesiastical 
hierarchy, which w a s  c o n c e r n e d  about the unity of the 
empire, also feared for its con- cept. The situation came to a  head 
when Lothar, who had formally been the equal regent of Louis' 
court since the end of 8zy, was deported to Italy in the fall and 
Wala was sent to his monastery in Corbie. Instead of her, 
however, Count Bernhard of Barcelona, who had previously 
been arrested as the leading magnate, arrived as chamberlain, the 
second in command, an apparently particularly arrogant 
ambitious man who sought new supporters by giving up the 
crown property.

Ludwig himself, after he had "put the state in order", 
naturally moved to his Frankfurt estate for the autumn hunt.
-and hunted here as long as he pleased," the biographers note. Only 
towards winter did he return to Aachen to celebrate the festivals 
as they fell, St. Martin's Mass, St. Andrew's Day, the holy 
Christmas spectacle, and everything, the imperial annalist 
assures us, 'with joy and rejoicing'.

However, he should forget about them.
Bernhard, descendant of Franconian high nobility, son of 

William - the Count of Toulouse, who was highly respected under 
Charles I, and who was lastly taught the strictest asceticism by his 
friend Benedict of Aniane Mönnh - Bernhard felt little inclination 
for such things. According to malicious tongues, especially 
episcopal ones, the bed of the young empress was much closer to 
his heart. And Louis the Pious had supported the man from an 
early age, had already baptized him, then appointed him Count of 
Barcelona and placed him at the head of the Spanish Margraviate, 
where he successfully fought the Gothic revolt under Aizo (S. 
C. f.).



As a partisan of the empress, Bernhard 8zq was brought to the 
court and with his help the "Imperial Unity Party" was smashed. 
But precisely the opposite happened. Bernhard's appointment was a 
step that even Ludwig Lobredrier, the



 

Astronomer, who "did not stifle the seeds of discord, but rather 
increased them". And Nithard, Charles "the Great's" grandson, 
who joined Charles (the Bald) in the Briider quarrel, on whose 
behalf he documented contemporary history, also says of 
Bernhard: "Instead of strengthening the wavering state, he 
completely destroyed it through the rash abuse of force.""

The chamberlain is said to have quickly helped his own 
followers to power and dignity. However, the group was relatively 
small and consisted mainly of his brother Heribert, cousin Odo, 
the empress's brothers Konrad and Rudolf, and of course Judith 
herself, allegedly the emperor's evil spirit. But the circle of his 
adversaries was large and influential. For all around them 
gathered the amused, the humiliated, all those who hoped to profit 
from an overthrow or at least a change of circumstances, the pack 
of those who, like dogs and birds of prey, sought to harm others in 
order to profit themselves" (Astronomus). Rumors circulated, 
perhaps slander, downright campaigns, especially from the 
prelates, who were adept at this and accused the empress of all 
sorts of things, including adultery with the chamberlain Bernhard 
and others.

-The lesser people made fun of it, colpor-
According to Archbishop Agobard, "the noble and great 
suffered from the fact that the imperial camp was defiled, the 
palace dishonored and the reputation of the Franks darkened 
because the mistress played frivolous games even in the presence 
of the clergy. Abbot Regino of Prüm immediately speaks of her 
-various fornication- (miiltimodam fornicationem), which is at 
least uncertain.

Judith was also accused of devilish arts, insidious sorcery. But 
amulets, magic, divination, fortune-telling, interpreting the future 
and dreams and similar "pernicious evils" had only just been 
condemned by the Synod of Paris, and it naturally wanted to see 
all those who "serve the nefarious devil" in this way punished - 
particularly severely.

Bernhard, however, seems hardly less bad. The one in the non
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St. Abbot Paschasius Radbertus, Wala's biographer, who was 
educated in the monastery of Soissons, sees the villainous 
emperor rolling around in all the pits of filth, ravaging the palace 
like a wild eater and even occupying the empress's bed. "The 
palace became a house of pleasure, in which the adulteress 
rules and the adulterer reigns, in which crimes abound, in 
which especially nefarious and witchcraft spells of all kinds 
are used.- In contrast, the -great and safiftinütige Kaiser" goes 
deceived -like an innocent lamb to the slaughter ..."

Bernhard had not kept his wife Dhuoda - author of the "Liber 
manualis", the urgent guide to a Christian life - at court, but had 
expelled her to Uzes. Whether the saint's insinuations contained 
any truth has not been proven to this day, but the campaign was 
certainly successful. Ca- lumniare audacter ...

In order to distract attention from the desolate internal 
situation, the emperor once again wanted to march against 
Brittany with the entire army of the empire, and on the
*April 4th, Maundy Thursday! Allegedly, this "enraged the 
whole people" (Annales Bertiniani). In fact, only the powerful 
were upset by the new ruling in favor of the later-born Charles, 
who was now entitled to the title of "Holy Thursday" 
according to Frankish customary law.
This was to disadvantage the three sons from Louis' first 
marriage, Charles' stepbrothers, Pippin I of Aquitaine and Louis 
of Bavaria, but especially Lothar. The latter quickly hurried 
across the Alps from Italy to defend his rights in accordance with 
the decision of 8ry. He was assisted by secular and ecclesiastical 
princes, all of whom w e r e  outwardly fighting for the unity of 
the empire, but in reality more for their own interests.

At the head of the conspiracy were former supporters of the 
emperor, some of his first advisors, the former chancellor Helisa- 
char, the arch-chancellor and abbot Hilduin of St. Denis, the 
bishop Jesse of Amiens, but above all the then 56-year-old abbot 
Wala, the spiritual head of the uprising and the most dangerous 
opponent of Louis, who coined the slogan -pro principe contra 
principem- and
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whose monastery Corbie became the "center" and "headquarters" 
(Weinrich) of the rebels. (Throughout the centuries, Catholic 
monasteries have served as conspiratorial headquarters, as was the 
case during the Second World War in the preparation and 
dissolution of the clerical-Catholic murderer's paradise "Ciro- 
croatia")."

The rebels, who, taking advantage of Louis' move against the 
Bretons, gathered in the monastery of Corbie, accused the 
emperor of having "ordered a general military campaign against 
the Christian religion ..., without any benefit to the state and 
without any particular necessity for Lent, and of having 
designated the day of the army on the outermost frontier of the 
empire as the day of the Lord's Supper".

The rebels not only wanted to remove Bernhard and the young 
empress and her entourage, but also the old emperor and possibly 
replace him with Lothar.

Judith was even threatened with death after various peiriations 
and forced to promise to force the emperor to have her hair shaved 
and enter a convent. She herself had to take the veil and disappear 
into the nuns of St. Cross (St. Croix) in Poitiers. Her brothers, the 
waves Conrad and Rudolf, were shorn into monks and, in King 
Pippin's custody, sent to Aquitaine monasteries in order to 
eliminate them politically. The highly hated imperial advisor 
Count Bernhard of Barcelona and Duke of Septimania, the
"5chänder of his father's marriage bed-- (Astronomus), rescued 
himself to Spain with Louis' consent. (Charles the Bald had his 
mother's former favorite beheaded as a traitor in 83q). Bernhard's 
brother Heribcrt, allegedly complicit, was "punished" with the 
loss of his eyes and d e p o r t e d  to Italy, his cousin Odo was 
exiled.

Lothar took Louis and little Charles "into free custody". He 
commissioned monks from the Médard monastery near Soissons 
to introduce the emperor to the ascetic life and persuade him to 
voluntarily join their order. But the pious Louis was now far 
f r o m  it.
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Lothar, who had persistently pursued the imprisoned princess's 
followers, at least avoided completely disempowering his father at 
the imperial assembly in Compiégne in May 83o. He contented 
himself with annulling his decrees from the previous year and may 
have believed that h e  w a s  i n  control. But while the greats 
became increasingly hostile, each seeking only his own advantage, 
the situation did not improve and resentment of the new 
government grew, the emperor succeeded in inciting his two 
younger sons against the elder. Through a certain Guntbald, a 
monk, he offered Louis and Pippin an enlargement of their parts 
of the empire, which quickly brought them over to his side and the 
hitherto allies apart, especially as the brothers found Lothar's 
suzerainty no less oppressive than that of the va- tef.

The coup d'état was a complete failure. At the Diet of Nymwegen 
in October 83o, the monarch regained his freedom, Lothar 
submitted, his leading partisans were imprisoned and sentenced at 
the Diet of Aachen in February. Abbot Wala of Corbie, who 
initially returned to his monastery -

d already hoard of the Lombard king Desiderius (IV 4*Off.)
- mufite, came to an inaccessible rocky nest on Lake Geneva, 
where he saw only the snow of the Alps and the sky. 
Bisehof)esse of Amiens was stripped of his dignity by the 
prelates, Abbot Hilduin was replaced as arch-chaplain by 
Abbot Fulco and sent to the monastery of Korvei in Saxony, and 
Abbot Helisachar was also banished. As usual, harsher action 
was taken against the so-called laymen, who were deprived of 
their offices and estates. And Lothar himself, dethroned as co-
regent, finally found himself back in Italy after promising "never 
to commit such acts again".

The empress returned with the express dispensation of 
Gregory IV.

and the Frankish bishops and, using their kinsmen as co-conjurers 
(sacramentales), took an oath of purification, which released 
them from any further "evidence", and which was then also 
taken by the re-breathing bishop.
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Count Bernhard swore. Judith was rehabilitated and more 
powerful than before. And of course, her two shorn brothers had 
long since shed their monk's robes again."

THOLICS AMONG THEMSELVES: THE SECOND 
UPRISING

While Lothar was now confined to Italy, the emperor granted 
the other sons, Pippin, Louis and Charles, regnas of roughly 
equal size in February 831. However, despite their 
considerable expansion, the conflict continued to smoulder, 
with some wanting the unity of the empire and others wanting 
more influence or more land - all dictated by naked selfishness, 
not least by the empress's never-ending efforts on behalf of her 
scion, the latecomer Charles. The emperor's son Pippin revolted 
in Aquitaine and lost it, Judith's son got it. And the country's 
nobility, who had faithlessly betrayed Pippin, swore an oath to 
the new Herm. After all, this nobility is hardly any less 
oppositional than the episco-pat, as it usually runs from one to 
the other and usually, of course, to where it hopes to get more 
money and property, more power - all of which then results in 
more honor and nobility: sociisagen higher nobility ...

At Easter 83a, the Bavarian Duke Ludwig (the Deut-
sche).

With all Bavarian and even Slavic troops, even with serfs 
(liberis et servis, et sclavis), he undertook a military campaign 
to reclaim Alemannia, which in the meantime belonged to his 
stepbrother Charles (the Bald). Gradually advancing as far as 
Worms, Louis had "devastated everything terribly", but in the 
absence of the hoped-for influx of Franks and Saxons, he had to 
surrender at Augsburg in 83a and was sent back to his country. He 
swore  -never again to commit such acts or to give his consent to 
others" (An- nales Bertiniani) - and broke his oath the very next 
year.
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As the young Charles was to receive Aquitaine, Pippin was 
subdued at Limoges in October, deposed and "exiled to Trier with 
his wife and child in order to correct his bad manners". However, 
he escaped during transportation, reached Aquitaine and was soon 
pursued by his father, who was forced to retire after suffering 
heavy losses.

And at the beginning of the next year, 833, the three older 
brothers joined forces to attack their father with a large army, 
regardless of their vassal oaths and filial duty. They appealed to 
the people to "create a just government".
Louis the German (who had already revolted in 838 and 39 

ß d e r )  and Pippin I of Aquitaine also saw themselves 
threatened. Lothair set out with a hastily mobilized army 
including
Pope Gregory IV (8z 8  ), who had tried to win over the Frankish 
clergy from Italy, entered Burgundy. The archbishops there 
immediately defected, Bernhard of Vienne and Agobard of Lyon, 
the jealous against the Jews (J8o), who now also, in defiance of 
the Fourth Commandment, vedafite a manifesto for the right of 
the sons against the father.

Lothar joined the brothers and once again became the leader of 
the unifiers. However, the majority of the Franconian church 
leaders initially remained loyal to the old lord and recalled the
"Brother Pope - to his oath of allegiance, which he had sworn to 
Louis, and even threatened him with excommunication if he took 
hostile measures. However, a smaller group of prelates, including 
Abbot Wala and Agobard, stood by the pope, who ordered 
obedience,  even if his orders were opposed by Louis, because the 
spiritual office was more important than the secular, the guidance 
of souls was more important than anything temporal and the 
papacy was generally superior to the empire - a statement that 
later popes constantly hurled at the emperors. But Gregory was 
quite right when he reviled the bishops (admittedly only his 
opponents) as fickle as the wind and the swaying reed, 
characterless weaklings and egotistical sycophants before the 
worldly whale*.

As Ludwig was in danger of being defeated, fewer pre



 

 

lates to him. The pope scolded their letter as arrogant and stupid 
and vehemently denied the accusation made against him by the 
emperors that he had merely come as an instrument of the sons to 
impose the ban o n  their opponents.

Between Strasbourg and Basel, in the wide plain on the Rotfeld 
near Colmar - said to have soon become the

-Lügenfeld" (Campus-mentitus), by Swabian annalists
-The Franks' disgrace" (Francorum dedecus) - lay close to each 

other in battle order for days in June 833. And while Gregory IV, 
old clerical tactic, always emphasized only one goal, to make 

peace between the contending parties, while he also, but only ktirz 
(non din), says The- gan, negotiated with their father on behalf of 

the sons, he took -the leading role" in the proceedings "which 
culminated in the deposition of the emperor" (Dawson), and 

allowed himself t o  b e  "misled into a deplorable verdict of guilt 
...  ..." (Grotz S. J.).

It is clear that the pope was to justify the uprising for the 
masses and draw the hesitant remainder over to the side of the 
rebels. Just after his return to the brothers, almost all of Louis' 
army (despite his additional tea oath to fight against his sons as 
against enemies) treacherously went over to them - "like a 
torrent", writes Astronomer, - partly seduced by gifts, partly 
frightened by threats - in which the clergy on Lothar's side 
recognized a divine n'under. And now most of the bishops, who 
had previously threatened Gregory IV with deposition, changed 
fronts so that the latter, who had done his duty, could return to 
Rome - with Lothar's consent."

That summer, however, the old emperor had to surrender to 
mercy and disgrace. He was now regarded as overthrown by the 
hand of God, as an unking, a second Saul, and the bishops and 
others, such as the chorbishop Thegan, did him much harm. 
Lothar had initially led his father through the Vosges, via Metz 
and Verdun to Soissons, where Louis was imprisoned in the 
monastery of St. Medard and the ten-year-old Charles w a s  
taken away from him and sent to the Eifel monastery of Prüm, 
where he was kept in strict custody.
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A serious criminal, Charles later said, but he was not made a 
monk. Judith's brothers, however, were deported to Aquitaine 
under Pippin's control, while she herself w a s  transported to Italy 
with Gre- gor and exiled to Tortona.

With papal approval, the transfer of the empire from the old 
emperor - known by the bishops only as the "former emperor, the 
"venerable man" or "Lord Louis" - to Lothar was decreed. He 
collected most of the spoils, the inheritance intended for his 
younger stepbrother, with the exception of Alemannia (which 
Louis the German received with almost the entire eastern part of 
the empire).

The victor now dated his documents after the reign of Emperor 
Lothar in Francia. And the supremacy of the senior also 
disappeared from the diplomas of Louis (the German). Louis no 
longer issued documents as rex Baioariortim, but as rex and dated 
after his years of reign -in orientali Francia" (for the first time on 
October iq. 833). Only Pippin of Aquitaine still dated after the 
emperor. ln other respects, the empire was divided anew between 
the three brothers. And even if Lothar took the place of his father 
and was the main winner, the other two brothers also won; and all 
three lands stood independently side by side. Of course, 
stepbrother Karl was completely ignored, disinherited."

At the time, Hrabanus Maurus, the Abbot of Fulda, an advocate 
of purity, took sides with Louis the Pious and wrote in a treatise 
written for him that it was "completely inadmissible for sons to 
rebel against their father and subjects against their ruler". Hraban 
pointed out the injustice of the plot against Louis. Neither was 
Lothar entitled to dethrone his father, nor was the episcopate 
authorized to condemn and excommunicate him. (After 8qo the '-
Praecep- tor Germaniae-- seized the throne for Lothar , a few 
years later for Louis.
German Party, which enabled him to become Archbishop of 
Mainz in 47)."

On the other hand, led by Agobard of Lyon, Ebo
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of Reims, Jesse of Amiens, at least part of the high clergy agreed 
to the principles already adopted in 8zq: A ruler who has violated 
his airit duties is no longer king but tyrant and may be deposed. 
Anyone who has broken the agreements of 8-7 and has been 
deprived of his power by the -Cottesurteil' of the meeting in 
Alsace must publicly confess his guilt and do penance."'

MUCH WORSE THAN CA1'tOSSA -
U1'4D ALL "1'4AFTER THE PART DBR RIESTER"

When on i. October 833, when a general imperial assembly 
convened in Gompiegne under Lothar's chairmanship to discuss 
this Christian tragedy, Archbishop Agobard, who had once been 
particularly favored by Louis and owed him a great deal, called 
for the deposed, former emperor (dom- nus dudum imperator) and 
public sinner in a separate step. Not only this time, of course, had 
he agitated against the ruler, had he possessed his wife Judith by 
the devil and was capable of every misdeed to destroy his court 
from the
-The "filth of crime" was declared contaminated and the rebellion 
of the sons was justified unreservedly, even passionately.

Agobard, like most of his guild, was a great hater, even of 
pagans, -heretics - and not least of the Jews. He wrote five harsh 
books against them, including the infamous Nazi slogan "Don't 
buy from Jews"! In this way, the highly esteemed church light 
(admittedly already in pre-Nazi times) could be placed 
alongside the "most brutal enemies of the Jews of all time", 
Jesuit Rahner could promptly play iq3¢ Agobard - along with 
other church-fatherly enemies of the Jews - for the Catholic 
Church. Emperor Ludwig, on the other hand, had granted the 
Jews numerous letters of protection."

But how did the chief shepherds gathered in Compiegne, who, 
along with all the greats, pledged their loyalty to Lothair, interpret 
Louis' defeat? As a consequence of his failure, of course.
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obedience to the admonitions of the priests. He had done much 
that was displeasing to God and man and had b r o u g h t  his 
subjects to the brink of destruction. He was therefore declared
"tyrant", but his victorious son and successor to the
-free children of the Lord Christ-. They, the "representatives of 
Christ", the
-The "key bearers of the kingdom of heaven" demand a full 
confession of sin from the old prince, call on him to confess his 
sins and present him with a document about his transgressions so 
that he can "see the ugliness of his actions as in a mirror".

Wilfried Hartmann remarks on this in one of the latest histories 
of the con- ciliar: -These events were only possible because the 
Frankish episcopate had already 8zq formulated guiding 
principles in Paris that provided for a kind of control of the 
secular ruler by the bishops." Thus canon 5y proclaimed: -When 
one rules piously and justly and mercifully, he is called king 
according to merit; but those who rule impiously, unjustly and 
cruelly are not called kings, but tyrants-. Of course, the prelates 
determine what a king should be called, just or impious.

And how happy they were under Ludwig's father and long 
before that!

They reminded everyone "how this empire was pacified and 
unified and gloriously expanded through the administration of 
the most excellent Emperor Charles of blessed memory and 
through the work of his ancestors ...! In fact, the Merovingians 
and Carolingians, not least the -most excellent- Charlemagne, 
had waged one war after the other, these princes of the Franks 
had been nothing so much as robbers and butchers, exploiters, 
enslavers, in two words: Christian Westerners, for which the 
majority of historians still glorify them today!

Like the pious shepherds of souls in their day. Who, on the 
other hand, despised the Son, at least at the time of his 
humiliation, his defeat, the defeated one, through whose -short-
sightedness", -negligence-, as they now wrote, the kingdom -xu 
sank to such ignominy and wretchedness that it was not only
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became a source of grief to his friends, but also of ridicule to his 
enemies, and how the same prince conducted the office entrusted 
to him carelessly and both did and caused to be done or allowed to 
be done many things that pleased God and man, and in many 
insane acts provoked God and gave offense to the holy church ... 
and how by divine and just judgment the imperial power was 
suddenly taken from him".

The princes of the church worked on the prisoner in groups and 
together, "forged many accusations against the Kai- ser, brought 
them to his attention "diligently, - whereby he offended God and 
gave offense to the holy church ... - And so he is said to have 
obeyed their advice and their very salutary admonitions"; but this 
is probably a lie. We also read: "But he refused and did not submit 
to their will. But all the bishops pressed him hard and especially 
those whom he had brought to honor from the state of the lowest 
servant shah ..." (Thegnn)¡ "and they tormented the emperor until 
they made him lay down his arms and change his clothes, and 
drove him from the threshold of the church, so that no one dared 
to speak to him except those who were appointed to do so" 
(Annales Bertjniani). According to the An- nales Fuldenses, he 
laid down his arms at the judgment of the bishops and was 
imprisoned for doing evil.

Louis is said to have been in St-Médard, where the prelates still 
gave him a

H e  was deeply humiliated, prostrated himself three times or 
more before the chief shepherd and a crowd of other clerics, 
confessed everything that he was supposed to admit in sayings 
that were apparently drilled into him - the brainwashing that is 
still practiced today - and asked for forgiveness.

To savor their malice, the hierarchs had staged this play in 
front of the altar in the monastery's St. Mary's Church. In the 
presence of a large crowd of people, they had the emperor, 
stretched out on a hard penitential robe - "with a loud voice 
under a copious stream of tears ..." - three or four times the 
confession of sin they had made, in which they held him 
responsible for almost all the misery of the empire, even if he was 
only indirectly, only passively involved in it.



He was held responsible for three capital crimes in particular: 
sacrilegium, homicidium, periurium' for disturbing the public 
peace, banishment, murder, manslaughter, temple desecration, 
church robbery, confiscation, plundering, fornication, civil war, 
and in general for offenses against divine and human law, for 
anger and perjury, incompetence and arbitrary division of the 
realm, etc., etc. - all - according to the judgment of the priests". He 
had to hand over this lengthy decree of shame in writing to the 
pastors, had to lay down his arms in front of the altar, "in front of 
the corpse of the holy confessor Medardus and the holy martyr 
Sebastian" (p. 58d), take off his outer garment and receive the 
penitent's robe under hymns and prayers, into which the spiritual 
masters immediately put him with their own hands.

On the one hand, the whole procedure was intended to destroy 
the monarch morally, to make him incapable of returning to the 
throne, indeed, only of bearing arms - canon law ruled this out, as 
Louis also knew, after a public church penance. On the other 
hand, the immense degradation was intended to demonstrate the 
full supe- riority of the bishops.

In a memorandum in which they celebrated themselves as "the 
representatives of Christ and key bearers of the kingdom of 
heaven, who possess the right to bind and loose on earth as in 
heaven", they also proclaimed to the common Christian sharks: -
Because this prince handled the office entrusted to him 
negligently, offended God in many reprehensible resolutions and 
scandalized the holy church, and only recently brought all the 
people who were subject to him to complete ruin, the imperial 
power was taken from him by virtue of divine and just judgment, 
according to divine decision and ecclesiastical authority" (F. 
Schneider). It was the same people who had already carried out 
the uprising of 83o, augmented by new oppor- runists, were above 
all, though by no means alone, the church leaders from western 
France, Burgundy, Aquitaine, the archbishops of Reims, Lyon, 
Vienne, Narbonne, the bishops of Amiens, Au- xerre, Troyes."
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Only 33 years ago, Charles 1 had judged Pope Leo III (IV 6 
lL.} Now the Frankish episcopate was judging the emperor! With 

the lamentable ceremony, the greatest disgrace in the life of Louis, 
one of the deepest humiliations of all princes, far worse than 
Canossa, Louis the Pious was also excluded from the church 

community and was only allowed to communicate and speak with 
a few, very specific people. When Lothar was therefore 

reproached for his father's imprisonment, he could rightly reply 
that the bishops had condemned him to it. "No one," he said, "had 
more sympathy for the weal and woe of his father than he did; he 
could not be blamed for having accepted the rule offered to him, 
s i n c e  they themselves had deposed and betrayed the emperor; 

not even the imprisonment could be held against him, since it was 
known that it had been caused by the judgment of the bishops.

bishops was imposed.
Archbishop Otgar of Mainz served as Ludwig's jailer.^
A leading role in this tragedy, which triggered a chain of civil 

wars between 833 and 8q3, was played by none other than 
Archbishop Ebo of Reims, a close friend of Agobard of Lyon, a 
prototype of spiritual ingratitude and treachery - and also a man 
with considerable missionary achievements. Years ago, following 
the advice of the emperor and with the authorization of the pope, 
he had gone to the land of the Danes to "preach the gospel" and 
had "converted and baptized many of them ...".

In fact, this prelate, appointed by Pope Paschal I as the Legal of 
the North, is regarded as the initiator of the Nordic mission as part 
of Carolingian Scandinavian policy. Charles "the Great" had once 
accepted the descendant of "goatherds", the son of an unfree 
peasant, into his court school, Louis, who had befriended him 
from his youth as King of Aquitaine, had made him court 
librarian, as Emperor 8x6 Archbishop of Rheims and Abbot of St. 
Remi, almost from nothing to one of the first men of the empire. 
But now
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he deposed his imperial friend and patron, who also often favored 
the prince of the church, from his throne in his worst hour. -They 
were searching for him at the time, writes Chorbishop Thegan,
-an impudent and cruel man, Bishop Ebo of Rheims, from an 
originally unfree family, that he inhumanly tormented the 
emperor with the lies of the others.- So one prelate was impudent 
and cruel, the others lied at the drop of a hat, kurn, the whole holy 
mob fell upon the ruler.
"They spoke outrageous things, they did outrageous things by 
reproaching him every day ..." And none other than Ebo 
personally condemned his former patron to church penance in 
October 8 j3 zti St-Médard in Soissons, for which Lothar is said 
to have given him the abbey of St-Vaast.

Louis, "the most pious of princes", as Thegan calls him more 
than once, was driven from Compiegne to Aachen. And the one 
who drove him was also a Catholic prince, his own sonl And in 
Aachen the whole Catholic coterie behaved - not only not more 
humanly", the yearbooks of St. Bertin lament,
-But his enemies raged even more cruelly against him, striving 
day and night to break his courage by such severe cramps that he 
would voluntarily leave the world and go to a monastery."

THE UNSCRUPULOUS BISHOP'S PACK
CHANGES THE THREAT AGAIN

Louis's abdication was followed by many years of heavy fighting, 
not only between father and sons, but also between the brothers, 
with the fronts becoming blurred. Greed for various shares of 
power led to changing coalitions, depending on the advantage that 
was promised; the most enduring political principle, the punctum 
saliens par excellence.

At first, all three brothers apparently tried to extend their 
power, Pippin of Aquitaine and Louis the German gc-
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against Lothar, the latter against the former. Atich, the leading 
magnets, Hugo, Lambert, Matfried, "argued over the question of 
which of them should take second place in the empire after 
Lothar. In short, -everyone'-, Nithard continues, -was looking out 
for their own advantage- -as (most) politicians still do today. (-
Anachroni- stic" again?)*.

The mood changed again during such arguments. Lothar was 
not only blamed for his greedy, violent behavior, but apparently 
also for the merciless treatment of his father, who was constantly 
dragged along by him. Louis (the German), who probably had the 
least to risk and lose in the event of a new turnaround, had already 
been elected in the winter of 833 3' for the
father, who was inspired by Hrabanus Maurus, the Fulda
abbot ( 79). And Pippin of Aquitaine apparently also changed his 
stance again, especially as he feared an attack by Lothair on his 
kingdom, which would have taken all the profits from his 
kingdom.
and seemed determined to seize control of the empire. However, 

when both brothers came at him with two armies, Louis from the 
east and Pippin from the west, he lost his courage, fled and left 

the old emperor behind in Saint-Denis, as well as the young 
Charles, whom he had brought from Prüm. While Lothar ann 

z8. February with his followers to Bur- gund f)oh, the 
unscrupulous pack of ecclesiastical princes who had dethroned 

Louis came to Saint-Denis, solemnly re-admitted him to the 
church the very next day, on Sunday, March i, 83d, and paid 

homage to him. -As soon as Lothair had departed, the bishops 
present met in the church of St. Dionysius, absolved the emperor 

from his throne and put on his royal robes and arms" (Anales 
Bertiniani) - which they had previously taken from him - and

-humbly offered songs of praise to God" (laudes Deo devote 
referunt: Nithard).

Most of the chief shepherds immediately changed fronts. Of 
course, Louis had been asked beforehand whether, if the reign 
was returned to him, he would return the kingdom and above all 
the divine service, the upholder and leader of all order, to
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and promote it to the best of his ability. And of course the pious 
Ludwig -had declared himself ready for this without further ado". 
Ergo
"it was quickly decided to reinstate him" (Nithard). And of course 
the emperor knew what he had to do now, namely to put an end to 
many of the bad things that had become established,
"but especially the following. He ordered his son Pippin, through 
Abbot Hermold, to return to the churches without hesitation the 
spiritual goods in his kingdom which he himself had either given 
to his own or which they had appropriated to themselves. He also 
sent messengers around the cities and monasteries to restore the 
almost completely dilapidated church system ..." (Anonymi vita 
Hludowici).

In the meantime, Lothar had reinforced his army in the dioceses 
of his most loyal comrades, the archbishops of Lyon and Vienne. 
And while Emperor Louis, after celebrating "the holy feast of 
Easter with great devotion", was already "enjoying himself" 
again with sporting animal killing, first in the Ardennes, then, 
after Whitsun, hunting in the Vosges Mountains
and fished, Lothar's party 8 4 won a bloody battle against a far 
stronger imperial contingent.  T h e  battle took place on the 
border of the Breton march, with Bishop
Jonas of Orléans, Abbot Boso of Fleury and many other prelates 
fought with him, and many of Louis' grandees, including his 
chancellor Abbot Theoto of Marmoutier lès Tours.

Lothar felt disheartened.
He marched against Ch3lon sur Sa6ne, an important arsenal of 

his opponents, incinerated the entire surrounding area and then, 
after a settlement with the town, had it plundered and burned to 
the ground. In the process - good Catholic work - "in the manner 
of cruel victors, the churches were first robbed and devastated", 
then the leading defenders, Count Gauxhelm of Roussillon, Count 
Sanila and the royal vassal Madahelm were beheaded - 
Chorbishop Thegan speaks of "martyrs" - and the other counts 
were dragged into captivity. The sister of Duke Bernhard of 
Septimania, the nun Gerberga, was imprisoned as a 
"Gihmischerin" in a wine factory and was imprisoned in
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the Saöne drowned. -And he tormented her for a long time," writes 
Thegan,
-Finally, he had them killed according to the judgment of the 
wives of his unworthy counselors, fulfilling the prophecy of the 
Psalmist: "And with the pure you are pure, and with the perverse 
you are perverse."

Lothar initially ignored his father's admonition "that he should 
turn from his bad ways", but avoided a confrontation with the 
man allegedly against Blois.
-He then threw himself and his most prominent followers at his 
feet in order to swear loyalty and obedience to him and to promise 
never to leave Italy again without his father's command.

Lothar's followers were free to go with him, and most of them, 
including the most notable ones, joined in: Counts Hugh, 
Lambert, Matfrid, Gottfrid and others, who probably lost all their 
Frankish estates, fiefs and dignities. Lothar compensated them, 
however, by giving them, regardless of all their older, younger 
and most recent oaths, residences of Frankish founders in Italy, 
entire monasteries, San Salvatore in Brescia, for example, the 
famous Bobbio Abbey, a foundation of St. Columban (lV iq3), 
even papal estates - maximeque ecclesiam sancti Petri, and this in 
the cruelest way, crudelissima (Astronomus).

Some prelates - Archbishops Agobard of Lyon, Bernard of 
Vienne, Bartholomew of Narbonne, Bishops Jesse of Amiens, 
Elias of Troyas, Herebald of Auzerre and Abbot Wala of Corbie - 
also left their bishoprics as a precaution, against all Caenonian 
regulations. And almost all of them followed Lothar, behind 
whom the Alpine passes were closed, to the south in order to 
return with the future emperor after Ltidwig's death. Many of 
them, however, fell victim to an i7 assing plague."
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THE "CAUSA Eaoxis"

In the meantime, in November 83d at the Imperial Diet in 
Attigny, the terrible general conditions were once again 
condemned and remedial action was once again promised. But all 
that really happened was the emperor's order to return the church 
property alienated in Aquitaine as quickly as possible. The misery 
of the people remained unchanged.

At the imperial assembly convened in the Palatinate of 
Diedenhofen on February z, 83y, which was above all a church 
assembly, Louis demanded that the declaration of nullity of his 
deposition and ecclesiastical penance, as had already been carried 
out in St-Denis, be repeated in detail and in a dignified manner. 
And of course the venerable chief shepherds were now also in 
favor; of course "a large assembly of almost all bishops and 
abbots" from the "entire empire" declared the decision of 
Compiegne - their own - to be "undeserved", the machinations of 
the imperial opponents, "the disloyalty of the malicious and 
hostile to God", to be thwarted by a new
-God's judgment". And -'finally all without exception and 
unanimously found and affirmed that, after the machinations of 
those had been put to shame by God's help and the emperor had 
been restored to his paternal honors and rightly clothed again with 
the royal dignity, he was henceforth to be respected by all in the 
most faithful and unconditional obedience and subservience as 
their emperor and lord- (Annales Bertiniani).

And so, on the anniversary of his liberation, these ever-
disgusting opportunists once again performed the most solemn 
reconciliation in the Imperial Assembly on z8. February 83y in 
the cathedral of Metz, the ruler was once again reconciled. 
Surrounded by jg bishops, half-brother Drogo placed the crown 
back on his head. With the wording of the e@jjjjaleSBertiniani 
(i.e. the West Frankish continuation of the 8iq abortive imperial 
annals), our most important source, which extends from the time 
of Charles the Bald to the time of Charles and Louis III (88s): -
and after the heil. Mass was read and the whole course of the 
matter was then explained to the
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The holy and venerable priests took a crown, the symbol of 
sovereignty, from the consecrated altar and placed it on his head 
with their own hands to the great rejoicing of all those present - -
for with the realities, the "will of God" had also changed 
(covenant).

The chief shepherd, however, who in the first place had 
staged the disgraceful spectacle of the emperor's 
disempowerment, the -banner-
The "bearer" of the anti-imperial party, Archbishop Ebo vori 
Reims, "the disgraceful peasant Ebo- (turpissimus rusticus), 
according to the then chorbishop Thegan, but also -the apostle of 
the north-, had not accompanied Lothar to Italy, but had instead
hidden in Paris. However, in the spring of i4 * - he was arrested 
by his confreres, the local bishop Erchenrad and Bishop Rothad of 
Soissons, and then imprisoned in Fulda.
had been set. And now, immediately after the official 
ecclesiastical restitution of the monarch in Metz's St. Stephen's 
Basilica, Ebo ascended the pulpit, albeit not voluntarily, and 
condemned Louis's replacement "with all his heart before all the 
people", which had been against all law, "contrary to the law and 
all commandments of justice", and celebrated his reinstatement in 
due form and dignity.

At first, the bishops did not dare to send Ebo into the desert, 
fearing that "he might become a traitor against them". But then he 
- like some of the prelates who had escaped to Italy - was 
unanimously deposed by the assembled pastors at the emperor's 
request. Even the empress is said to have intervened with the 
bishops in favor of Ebo, but in vain. One after the other spoke the 
formula: -After your confession, give up your office!

It is a special kind of genius to see how Ebo, after the "laity" 
had been excluded by virtue of episcopal protest, quite rightly 
defended himself by claiming that he alone would be held 
accountable, while all the other bishops involved in the events of 
833 remained unmolested. They talked themselves out of the 
"predicament" in which they found themselves.
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They would not have approved of the sad act in their hearts. But 
outwardly they had manfully stood up for it, even, as now, in a 
double protocol, in a declaration signed by each individual bishop 
and in a document also signed by the whole.

Yes, now they were happy to have a scapegoat, someone they 
had once appointed themselves, but through whose condemnation 
they could now make an example and cover up their own shabby 

role - a role that they continued to play just a few years later! A 
role in which countless of their own shone and continue to shine 

through the ages. The scoundrel did not find a single defender 
among all the scoundrels in Christ. But seven archbishops sang at 

the top of their voices during Mass.
se . . ."

The "Ebonis case" was constantly revisited and glossed over by 
the so-called Ebo clerics, including bishops, for many years in the 
synodal processions of West Franconia. Ebo himself was 
imprisoned again in Fulda, then in stricter custody with Bishop 
Frechulf of Lisieux, and finally with Abbot Boso of Fleury. He 
later also fell out of favor with his protector Lothar I, who 
restored him as Archbishop of Reims only a few weeks after 
Louis' death, but was granted the vacant diocese of Hildesheim by 
Louis the German 8¢y, whereby he also secured the uncanonical 
transfer to another diocese with a forged letter from Pope Gregory 
of the Holy Roman Empire.
IV. tried to justify. After all, in the struggle for his reinstatement 
he had "produced or had produced numerous forgeries" (W. 
Hartmann)."

The solemn coronation ceremony in Meta did not put an end to 
the Carolingian feud or the covetousness of the high clergy and 
their desire for ever greater power.

At a synod in Aachen in February 83ö, the episcopate, after 
repeating earlier reform proposals, once again emphasized the 
primacy of priestly authority over royal authority. Even the 
preface quotes Gelasius' 1st ('s* 4g6) infamous two-
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The doctrine of powers, which makes the state the beadle of the 
popes (II 3*4 ff., esp. 3-9 +-); received for the first time in 
Carolingian synods 8zq in canon 3 of Paris. Moreover, the bi-
the bishops in Aachen - where they exhorted themselves to 
"sobriety", avoiding "covetousness", where they
-in part to brothels", to cities -in which crime flourishes" - of 
course their loyalty to the emperor. And although they in 
particular "have obviously missed a lot and in many ways", it is of 
course "mainly" the others who are to blame, especially "the 
shameful apostasy" of the emperor's sons as well as "the 
wickedness and disloyalty of some great ones". And of course 
everything can only end well if "the honor of the holy Church of 
God is fully restored and the bishops can once again exercise their 
own office entrusted to them by Christ".

The KniSerMPF FORXL (THE HLEN) 
AND AGAINST THE ENKEL OR FtlR e ORDER"

AND AGAINST THE "PEsv"

Louis' trust in the church leaders may have been somewhat shaken 
in the meantime. In any case, he ignored Laub's reminders and 
pleas¡ that Pippin should at least return the church property he had 
confiscated. However, the monastery reform that had previously 
been so intensively pursued with Benedict of Aniane was of little 
concern to the ruler. Instead, he now tolerated the ever-increasing 
affluence of the orders, for example in St-Germain-des-Prés or St-
Denis. Abbot and monks shared the income here, a n d  the monks 
even withdrew their endowments from the abbot, who was not 
allowed to reduce them, demand benefits from them or increase 
the size of the convent without also increasing its income 
accordingly - all formally documented by imperial charters. 
(Around the turn of the i 3rd to i g . century,  the Abbey of St-
Denis of 33ooO Parisian
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Pounds annual income - not, as was the case for more than a 
century, until the ry. In the 19th century, the church $efordett, cf. 
III q66 ff. esp. '73!, a quarter, but - less than iooo pounds, three 
percent of the budget, for poor relief. However, this was enough 
for the ascetics to organize -special distributions- on holidays and 
during Lent: Geremek).

Only the young wife and the endowment o f  their son seemed 
to really m o v e  the ageing monarch." The new division at the 

Imperial Diet 37 'n Aachen in favor of Charles (the Bald), to 
whom Emperor Louis "at the urgent request

The new division also ultimately led to a new quarrel and to Louis 
the German's revolt. He felt, not unjustly, at a disadvantage, as in 
the summer of 838, at the Imperial Diet in Nymwegen, his father 
took back from him all the non-Bavarian regions that had fallen to 
him after the emperor's arrest at Lügenfeld and the division of the 
empire and, out of the ruler's gratitude for his liberation, had been 
left to him: Alemannia, Alsafi, East Franconia, Saxony and 
Thuringia.

The monarch had been incited by some of Bavaria's personal 
opponents - presumably including Archbishop Otgar of Mainz, 
the emperor's former jailer, who knew how to flatter his way back 
into the highest favor. These lands were now considered 
"usurped". There was "a rather fierce dispute between the two and 
Louis had to give everything back to his father" (Annales 
Bertiniani), whereupon it was said that the Bavarian king wanted 
to "s e i z e  the entire half of the empire on the other side of the 
Rhine" (Nithardi historiarum).

At the Imperial Diet of Quierzy in September 838, the emperor 
placed a crown on Charles, who was just five years old but had 
come of age, which was very unusual and had not happened to 
any of his stepbrothers on their accession to power. And Pippin of 
Aquitaine, who had been a loyal supporter of his father for years, 
now stepped up to the plate.
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even on Charles' side as a 'confederate'. Charles received further 
territorial allocations, his possessions grew and grew. The 
Bavarian king marched to Mainz - here the pious Varcr, there the 
ill-fated son. But when the East Hanse, Thuringians and 
Alemanni, whom Louis the German had initially won over, fell 
away from him and all the East Frankish tribes, with the exception 
of the Bavarians, left him, he fled back to Bavaria.

In the meantime, 3 'ppin I, King of Aquitaine, had died in the 
late autumn. He had called himself "rex Aquitanorum" in his 
charters and had already been -4
g was deposed as a result of a reconciliation with the king.
However, he was again entrusted with Aquitaine rule after his 
death, albeit without being able t o  realize any further hopes. 
After his death, Louis the Pious, obviously urged on by his wife, 
who was only interested in her son's rise to power, disregarded the 
right of succession of his two grandsons Pippin and Charles, 
Pippin's sons, the eldest of whom, Pippin 11, had just come of 
age. He gave Aquitaine g39 to his own son Charles, who initially 
found it difficult to gain a foothold there.

The land south of the Loire was particularly strongly influenced 
by Roman culture and, according to the ecclesiastical writer 
Salvian, was the richest part of Gaul in the 5th century. Previously 
largely independent, Aquitaine had developed various forms of 
particularism under the influx of pagan Basques and others; the 
Romans were often mocked and defamed by the Franks. During 
the many campaigns against the Aquitanian dukes, against their 
monastic duke Hunald (IV 8 ) and against his worse than any 
beast
hunted, then treacherously murdered son Waifar (lV 37* f.), the 
Franks systematically devastated Aquitaine in order to "break" the 
resistance by damaging the economy
(Claude). After eight murderous wars, Pippin III conquered the 
country, but neither he nor Charlemagne were able to conquer it.
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83q in the autumn, Louis led a military campaign against his 
own grandson - a particularly brazen attack, as his father Pippin I 
had always remained steadfastly loyal to the emperor and the 
empire in his final years. As soon as Pippin was dead, however, 
Louis cold-bloodedly abandoned his grandsons and began,
-to restore order in Aquitaine". After all, Pippin II and his 
followers were practicing robbery and tyranny everywhere, as is 
the way of such people, at least according to the chief shepherd 
Ebroin of Poitiers, the head of the imperial army. Therefore the
-noble bishop- the ruler "not to allow this disease to spread for 
long, but to bring healing at times through his presence, before 
this plague infects the majority- (Astronomus).

The pious Louis thus campaigned for order, "healing" and - and 
this too has been a clerical slogan for two millennia against 
everything that does not suit priestly selfishness - against 
"disease" and "plague", hoping to return from Aquitaine 
victorious with God's help. He had mustered strong forces and 
achieved partial successes in a grueling small-scale war. However, 
his troops were decimated by -heavy losses-, by an enervating 
guerrilla war, especially around the rocky outcrops of the 
Auvergne, by all kinds of raids and raids, a paralyzing heat wave, 
an epidemic, -while the rest returned under the greatest 
difficulties-.

In the north, too, uprisings shook Ludwig's Oberho-
health.

Thus, in the fall of 83q, while His Majesty himself was 
indulging in the pleasures of hunting in the Ardennes, an East 
Frankish-Thuringian army under Counts Adalgar and Egilo 
marched against the Sorbs, and a Saxon army against the 
Obodrites and Linons. Eleven strongholds of the Sorbs were 
conquered, their king Czismfslaw fell in battle and his successor 
had to take hostages and cede land.

The emperor went into winter quarters in Poitiers, the richest 
city in Aquitaine at the time, where he celebrated the feasts of the 
Nativity, the Apparition of the Lord and the Purification of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Pure Maid, while at the same time 
endeavoring to subjugate her.
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the Aquitanians tind received new bad news: son Lud- wig claimed 
"in his long accustomed supremacy the rule of the realm as far as 
the Rhine" (Annales Bertinisni). The previous year, at the Diet of 
Worms, his father had reconciled with Lothar, his "prodigal son" 

(Nithard), in a rather shameful deal with the most unfaithful of his 
sons, who had harassed him the most. And this - allegedly to the 

applause of all - at the expense of Louis, who had been disinherited 
(apart from Bavaria between the Lech and Danube and the eastern 

Alpine countries). In this way, the monarch sought to protect the 
young Charles, for whose sake he had robbed his son Pippin's 

children of their rightful inheritance. Now he drove Louis away by 
following him through Thuringia

-He followed them "to the border of the barbarians", so that they 
had to buy their way back through the Slavic country and could 
only return home to Bavaria with great difficulty (Annales 
Fuldenses)."

But immediately afterwards, the ruler himself disappeared from 
the scene of his eventful life on earth.

DES KAISER's sound

Louis the Pious, whose lungs were mucous, whose chest was 
weakened, who was generally prematurely old and who was also 
suffering from an incurable ulcer, perhaps an emphysema, began 
to languish with frequent chest complaints, nausea and a complete 
aversion to food. A f t e r  c o m i n g  t o  Frankfurt via the royal 
court of Salz an der fränkischen Saale zu SchiG ant denn Main, 
Ludwig I died at the age of sixty-two on Sunday.
day, zo. June ®4o, in a "tent-like summer dwelling" on a small 
island on the Rhine below Mainz. It was opposite Ingelheini, the 
magnificent Carolingian palace in which his father had once 
given the Bavarian Duke Tassilo and his family the
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(lV d8I ff.) and then, converted into a monastery by Charles IV, 
was finally ruined in the Peasants' War and the Thirty Years' War.

The emperor died shortly after he - just at the beginning of the 
"holy fasts" he usually observed in the West (but sometimes did 
not observe at all) - had begun preparations for war against his son 
Louis, whose last uprising he had then put down and to whom he 
had declared that he -may he remember how he had brought his 
father's gray hair into the pit with his suffering and despised 
Gorte's and all our father's commandments and threats-.

i7 years Louis was King of Aquitaine-. -He had been emperor 
for 7 years. His closest relatives, his wife Judith and his son 
Charles, were far away from him in Aquitaine. However, several 
prelates, including his former jailer Otgar of Mainz and many
Priests surrounded his deathbed, where he made the sign of the 
cross over his forehead and chest for as long as he could. He also 
had a (supposed) splinter from the cross of Christ placed on his 
chest as a precaution. And "forty days", claims the astronomer, 
who was not present himself,
-The body of the Lord was his only food: and he praised the 
righteousness of the Lord because of this, saying: 'You are 
righteous, O Lord, that since I have neglected to fast during Lent, 
you now require me t o  fulfill this obligation to fast.

Even before the ruler went, he shouted twice - as if in anger - 
with all his might: Hutz, hutz! that means: Get out! It is clear 
from this that he saw an evil spirit whose company he would not 
tolerate in life or in death. Then he turned his eyes towards 
heaven, and the more gloomily he had looked there, the more 
cheerfully he looked here, so that he seemed almost to be smiling. 
Thus he reached the end of earthly life and, as we believe, went 
happily to rest, for it is said of the true teacher: -He cannot die 
badly who has lived well-- (Anonymi vita Hludowici).

Louis the Pious's body was transferred to Metz, where it was 
buried in the old Carolingian tomb by his bishop.
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his half-brother Drogo next to his mother Hildegard - but in the 
absence of all his sons - "honorably" buried and thrown out of the 
coffin at the time of the French Revolution."

F FISH AND COSUIC

The bloody family quarrel, which dragged the entire Frankish 
empire year in, year out, was naturally (or more correctly 
supernaturally) accompanied by miraculous signs from heaven 
and earth, bad signals usually with terrible consequences, 
which were carefully recorded by the yearbooks, especially 
those of Xanten.

For example, earth tremors "in the dead of night", lunar and 
solar eclipses, violent storms. When Emperor Ludwig came under 
Lothar's control, the water level of the rivers exceeded all measure 

and the gusts of wind made them impassable. At his release, 
however, the elements proved so conspiratorial that the fury of 
the winds soon subsided and the face of the heavens appeared in 
the former serenity not seen for a long time.- Again and again 

comets: "a terrible comet in the constellation of Scorpio-; "soon 
afterwards the death of Pippin-. Or: "a comet in the 

constellation of Virgo". It "passed through the signs of Leo, 
Cancer and Gemini in twenty-five days, which is wonderful to 

report, and finally laid the fiery body with the long, fiery body at 
the head of Taurus under the feet of the carter.

down" - three years later: the death of the emperor.
The -Church of the Holy Mother of God Mary", already 
mentioned

(p.7 ).  is largely covered, but the small church "in honor of the 
holy martyr George" stands undestroyed in the midst of a 
conflagration - an astonishing miracle. And just as
When a strong earthquake struck almost all of Gaul, the famous 
Angilbert was solemnly raised to Centulum, and twenty-nine 
years after his death he was found in a completely intact state 
without having been embalmed. Also
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worthy of congestion, indeed. But after all, Angilbert was always 
on good terms (or -drauf-) and as court chaplain and abbot of 
Saint-Riquier had made two sons in wild marriage to Charles' 
fifteen- and twenty-year-old daughter Berta (IV qq)¡ one of them 
the historian Nithard, who has just told us the magnificent miracle 
(in his -Histories- written on behalf of Charles the Bald; although 
very biased, it is the most important source on the fratricidal 
struggles),7 '

The cleric Gerward, the Palatine librarian of Louis the Pious, 
produces almost more of a natural history than a history of the 
state or the country in the Annales Xanten-

After lunar eclipses 83z, 83z: Louis' indignation against his 
father. 83d: "the waters in the north storm far across the land" - 
and "the heathens storm into the highly famous Wyk near Durste- 
de. Lunar eclipse 8i5: -meut "heathens in ... Friesland ... And they 
plundered Durstede again". February 836: "at the beginning of the 
night wonderful lights", and again "the heathens fall upon
the Christians here". 37 s-Whale whirlwinds, a comet "with a 
great sweat in the east ...: and the heathen ravaged Walcheren 
and carried away many women captive from there together with
immeasurable assets of various kinds".

Next year -Donnei", -sun heat-, "earthquake-,
-Fire in the shape of a dragon in the air': -a heretical doctrine'- 
begins. The following year, the wildest whirlwind, sea-flooded 
shores, houses, farms, people sinking away in heaps and whole 
fleets on the horizon. People think the devil and all the infernal 
hosts must appear. But: "This year, the bodies of St. Felicissimus 
and St. Agapitus and St. Felicitas came to Vreden." Isn't it 
wonderful? On the other hand, light phenomena and a solar 
eclipse in the year 8¢o obviously he r a lded  the emperor's death, 
truly Bengali celestial phenomena.
leuchtenungen ®4- the raging of the Christians - with great 
bloodbath against each other -, also "much irresponsible- the 
Stellinga in
Saxony. And so on and so forth."

The family dispute fueled by the clergy was mainly due to



KAISzR LUDWIc 1. DzB FROMME (8 I,t-8,to)

Episcopate and high nobility. They were given greater political 
'self-importance', especially in the later years of King Ludwig's 
reign. However, the external enemies of the empire also profited 
from this, especially the Normans.

Dis NER OF THE NORTH WIND

The Normans, also known as Vikings or Northmen, interpreted in 
the Middle Ages as "men of the north wind", were Scandinavians. 
From the end of the 8th to the II. From the end of the eighth 
century to the first century, initially as pagans, they sought out 
other countries out of a thirst for adventure and booty, out of 
displeasure with the conditions at home, in which t h e y  finally 
settled here and there, in Friesland, at the mouth of the Loire and 
other strongholds.

Their tactics, highly maneuverable and notorious for being 
diabolical, were full of cunning, with the lightning attack being 
particularly popular. Suddenly their sails were on the horizon - 
and before a coastguard could intervene, they had already dragged 
their prey away. On the Christian side, by the way, the secular and 
spiritual leaders were "often the first to flee" (Riché). Hinkmar of 
Reims, the famous archbishop, had frowned upon the retreat of 
priests "who had neither wives nor children to support", but fled 
headlong from the invaders himself in 88z.

Not all prelates were rabbit's feet, however. When the invaders 
massacred everyone who did not take refuge on the He de Paris 
during the siege of Paris in 88y (p. z8z ff.), while the Franks in 
turn served the enemy with boiling oil, wax and pitch, the Abbot 
of Saint-Germain proved to be no slouch either. He managed to 
"pierce seven people with a single arrow shot" - admittedly more 
of a Catholic pipe dream - "and jokingly ordered them to be 
carried into the kitchen".

The plundering of the Normans began in 795 with the raid on 
the (by Iro-Scottish monks in the 7th century.
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The monastery of Lindisfarne (later known as Holy Island) off the 
north English coast of Northumberland, apparently a particularly 
wealthy abbey. It continued to exist, however, acquiring more and 
more land on the mainland, but was abandoned in 8yo erncut. 
Norwegian Vikings, as usual in hot seas for weeks at a time, 
needed provisions, slaughtered the monastery cattle and took 
them aboard their dragon ships, robbed all the treasures and 
slaughtered the monks.

The Northmen ravaged Ireland, over which the catastrophe 
came in 8zo. -The sea spewed out floods of strangers over 
Erin, and there was no harbor, no landing place, no fortification, 
no castle, no defense without fleets of Vikings and pirates, the 
Ulsterannals report. The Northmen raided England and then, 
more and more, also from England, the Frankish kingdom, 
especially West Francia with its enticingly long coasts, but 
also the Frisian territory. They snatched the weapons, dragged 
hostages away to extort ransom money, but not only plundered 
the coastal towns. They sailed up the rivers in their agile 
sailing ships and even burned cities such as York, Canterbury, 
Chartres, Nantes, Paris, Touts, Bordeaux and Hatribiirg, where 
they burned down the bishop's see. They liked to attack 
monasteries, such as Jumiùges and Saint-Wandrille. On the 
Atlantic coast, the monks were forced to abandon Noirmoutier 
in 836, which had been under siege since 8ao.

It is hardly a coincidence that the Norman attacks took place 
during the most violent Carolingian family feuds, when the power 
of the Relche was weakened towards the outside world, i.e. in the 
middle of
d*° 3 -r years, began to accumulate frighteningly¡ that the 
Nordic pirates, then the most terrible enemies, especially 
Danes, returned year after year. One through the whole year
n ongoing Norman invasion has since swept across the 
Christian world.

34 <- 3i Danish Vikings attacked the most important trading 
center in the north, the highly famous Wyk near Durstede, and 
devastated it with tremendous cruelty. From -the Hei-



 

den", people who were still fervently attached to their old gods, 
the Asen, were "slain in no small number" (Annales Xantenses). 
Nevertheless, Dorestad (Dorestate, Duristate), the important, 
deserted trading center in the Netherlands, south of Utrecht (near 
the Rhine river and today's Wijk-bij-Duurstede), also an 
important ecclesiastical missionary center and the temporary or 
permanent seat
of the Bishop of Injustice, was robbed four times between *i4 
<Rd 837 and partially incinerated.

836 Antwerp is burned and the port city of Witla is handed over 
to
the mouth of the Meuse. 37 the Normans attacked the island of 
Walcheren without hesitation, "killing many and completely 
plundering an even greater number of the inhabitants¡ after they 
had
and levied tribute at will from the inhabitants, they continued 
their raid to Dorestad and collected tribute in the same way" 
(Annales
Bertiniani). 3 a sea storm prevented a new attack, but in 83q they 
devastated Friesland again. They also ravaged the Loire regions 
as far as Nantes - a "scourge of God", about which the monks' 
writers - perhaps also over-
a quarter of a millennium: -pirates, murderers, robbers, ravagers, 
plunderers, barbarians, ragers, devils- just heathens . . .-'

Oh, how much better the Christians were on their war trains!
But why did the Vikings rage like this? Wielant Hopfner 

writes: -They had had their first experiences with Christianity. 
Their contemporary Charlemagne had issued the 'Saxon Laws' 
for the forced conversion of the Saxons. The most common 
phrases therein are: 'Is punished with death ..., shall be killed ..., 
is forbidden on pain of death ..., forfeits the property of the 
church ..., shall be executed.'- In fact, Charlemagne's blood 
laws, a side arm, so to speak, of the Good News, threatened 
everything they wanted to exterminate among the Saxons with 
a stereotypical -morte mori- atur", concerned of his fourteen 
death-imposing decrees, the "death penalty" and the "death 
penalty".
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The provisions of the Capitulatio ten alone are offenses against 
Christianity ( 4/8 ff.).

Of course, the Normans knew that the Carolingians
-The church had been enriched beyond all measure", whereby 
these treasures "primarily" came from the looted "pagan places of 
worship". -The Christian chroniclers did in fact say that 
cathedrals and churches were -gloriously built- or -wonderfully 
furnished'. Where would the wealth come from, if not from the 
property and the drudgery of the Germanic population?

These people, however, were already being fleeced by their 
Christian leaders within the usual limits. Now, however, they also 
had to make enormous payments to the Normans; 8¢y, for 
example, 7 pounds, 861 SOOO pounds, the next year 6ooo 
pounds, 86 4 pounds. The rulers sometimes demanded more than 
the Normans in order to create "reserves" for themselves
demanded. In general, one may assume that not a little of this 
money flowed into Christian pockets.

And the following is noteworthy here.
Not only did military leaders and princes call Normans into the 

country against troublesome rivals. Not only did they naturally 
also set Normans against Normans. No, when this land plague 
gradually became worse and worse and, especially on the West 
Franconian side, too little was done against it, the people 
organized resistance and took up arms themselves against the 
pirates who were advancing ever deeper. And it was not the 
enemy of the country that took them, but their own aristocracy! 
They feared that their peasants, the Frankish conspirators, might 
also rise up against them - as no less serious oppressors - 
(Mühlbacher), might find an opportunity to "free themselves from 
their masters" (Riché).

Here too, however, the clergy knew how to turn the tide. The 
prelates gathered in Meaux proclaimed: "The attackers are indeed 
cruel, but this is only just, because the Christians were 
disobedient to the instructions of God and the Church."



 

In the south, too, the distress caused by foreign enemies 
grew. The Arabs were attacking there - "Saracen pirate fleets" 
(Saracenorum pyraticae). Only the Christians did not raid! And 
did not kill! But the infidel Saracen hounds attacked the 
Balearic Islands, Corsica and Sardinia. They began to establish 
themselves in Sicily in 8-7. They attacked Marseille in 8j8 and
"took captive all the nuns, of whom there were quite a number 
there, as well as all the clergy and laymen of the male sex, 
devastated the city and also took all the treasures of the Christian 
churches" (Annales Bcrtiniani). But the Slavs threatened the 
eastern border. And misery devoured their own people. -At this 
time, the kingdom of the Franks became very desolate in itself 
and the misery of the people grew in many ways with each 
passing day" (Annales Xantenses).

And continued to grow after Ludwig's death.
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THE SONS AND 
GRANDCHILDREN

About Ludwig II, the German: -He was a beautiful Christian 
leader, Catholic by faith . . the most zealous supporter of what 

religion, peace a n d  justice demanded. He was very devious in 
spirit (callidiasimus)

. in the battles he was extremely victorious and eager in 
t h e  a r m a m e n t  of the weapons as of the banquets, 
since the

The tools of war were his greatest treasure - Reginonis 
chronica'

To Charles II the Bald - Charles did not go to Aquitaine during 
Lent and remained in the village until after Easter, but his court 

did nothing but plunder, burn and catch people, and even the 
churches and altars of God were not spared from their gicr and 

frochheir.

To Charles III the Fat (Louis II's youngest son): -And when it 
was already time to leave, he fell ill and therefore felt 

compelled to place the youngest of his sons Charles in this 
army, recommending the outcome of the matter to his lord ... 
With God's help, he burned down all the houses in the area, 

what was hidden in the woods or buried in the fields, he found 
with his own and robbed it, and destroyed or killed all those 
who came together with him. Thus Karlmann devastated the 

kingdom of Zwenùbald with f''cuer and sword.- Annalœ 
Euldenses'

About Karlmann (Ludwig's 11th eldest son: -This very 
excellent king was well-informed in the sciences, devoted to 
the Christian religion, just, peace-loving and adorned with all 

honorable manners ... He fought many wars together w i t h  his 
father and even more without him in the realms of the Slavs 

and always carried off the triumph of victory, he increased and
expanded the borders of his kingdom with the sword.

Rcginonis thronica-





HAD BECOME CHRISTIAN - AND NOBLE

As soon as Louis the Pious was 4 *efsChicden, his eldest son 
claimed the right to overall rule and threatened opponents with 
death. And now, between Lothar I (d.
85y), Louis II the German (d. 7 ) and Charles II the Bald (d. 8yy) 
fought bloody wars. All three were brothers, Christians, 
Catholics. All are full of mistrust. All full of envy. All of them 
make false sacrifices. All operate "with donations,
Promises, threats" (Tellenbach). "Everyone is just waiting for a 
sign of weakness in the others in order to attack his brothers or, 
after their death, his nephews' inheritance" (Fried). In between, 
they arm themselves, swear "peace", "friendship", profess "love 
and respect" - there are around a hundred royal meetings by the 
end of the century.

Much is reminiscent of the Merovingian era, the slaughter after 
Clovis' death, the feuds of his sons and grandsons (IV 3., y., 8. 
chap.). The extreme brutalization also resembles that gray period, 
although things developed very analogously in Christian 
Byzantium. Pierre Riché finds a complete catalog of all types of 
physical violence among the Carolingians, describing each case in 
detail and precisely assessing it in terms of criminal law for the 
purpose of punishment, including for "severed ears with or 
without deafness as a result, torn eyelids, torn out eyes, 
completely or partially cut off noses, tongues torn out, teeth 
smashed in, beards torn out, fingers crushed, hands and feet 
chopped off, testicles cut off."'

They had become Christian.
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Scholarly conformists want to understand all this from the spirit 
of the times. Quite right. But the Christian of the time was honest. 
Or was he not yet Christian enough? That's what the apologists 
always say. So when was he Christian, Catholic enough? Around 
the zo. When the Catholic Croats did exactly the same thing, en 
masse? And, according to the Würzburg jurist and historian 
Ferenc Majoros, -with indescribable bestiality . . .-

People had become Christian. And the guardians of order 
condemned such misdeeds - according to the tried and tested 
biblical principle: damage for damage, an eye for an eye, a tooth 
for a tooth (Lev. 3.
*4.* : Deut. ip,zi) - no less brutal. The list of punishments ranges 
from mutilation, blinding, castration, to burning alive or 
drowning. And protested
Even individual clerics, in general, Riché writes, "even clergymen 
inflicted terrible punishments on their own kind" - not against 
princes of the church, of course.

The struggle for position between the various groups of nobles 
did not rest for a moment either. As with the Merovingians, 
betrayal, changing political constellations, is the order of the day; 
oaths of allegiance are made, broken, re-sworn. Everything 
revolves around the accumulation of property and power, power 
and glory. All these potentes, priores, primores, maiores, 
optimates, nobiles, viri optimi and what the so-called nobles (i.e. 
those who come first, who take -before- others, who take a lot 
from them) were called at the time, always wanted more, always 
wanted to become richer, even more "noble", always wanted 
even greater fiefdoms, whereby any injustice was fine with 
them, even if they preferred treachery and all kinds of 
underhandedness to naked violence, feuding and war. And all 
this among Christian, under Catholic princes, brothers in the 
flesh!

The kings are insatiably greedy, of course. But they do not 
think of themselves alone. The people, the "masses", do not play a 
role for a long time - the completely dependent working slaves, 
the servi, still at that time "slaves in the ancient sense" (Werner), 
completely aside. This status even seems to have increased at that 



time.
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The poorest and by far the largest stratum of the population, who 
at the time were subject to various degrees of restriction of 
freedom, but who were also deprived of most of their rights. And 
this poorest and by far largest class, in which there were various 
degrees of restriction of freedom, of unfreedom, but which were 
excluded from the vast majority of the rights of the
-This class, which after all carries everything, absolutely 
everything, is almost never mentioned in the sources. It is a rare 
exception that a text by the English abbot Alfric of Eynsham 
around the turn of the millennium contains the lament of a 
peasant: -Alas! Alas! It is a great plague, for I am not free."

Charles I himself complains that many who are known to be 
free are violently oppressed by the great; Louis the Pious also 
knows of a countless number of oppressed people who have been 
deprived of their paternal inheritance or robbed of their freedom. 
But in both cases we are talking about free people who had lost 
their freedom, not unfree people who, like most people, had 
always been unfree. Therefore, when we speak of the "people" in 
the early Middle Ages, we do not generally have to imagine an 
anonymous bunch of more or less unfree, un-noble people. No, 
they existed, they did not even exist for the rulers, so to speak. 
"Usually," emphasizes Karl J. Leyser, "popit- lris, the people who 
conducted legal disputes, elected bishops, raised kings or fell 
away from them, consisted of nobles and their followers, small 
hierarchies in which the nobles and those of better origin took 
first place.

The kings hardly had time to think about the lower classes. 
Instead, they thought all the more of their helpers and 
accomplices, especially the high nobility, who did not stand by 
them for the sake of honor or reward, who wanted to be 
compensated with royal estates and fiefdoms, especially as they 
themselves had to provide for their followers. Thus there was 
constant competition and rivalry on all sides, which took nothing 
more into consideration than their own interests, their own land 
and their own interests.



hunger. But land and soil had become scarce since the huge raids 
of the "Great" Karl.

ALWAYS CHANGING HAPPY
OR TREUEIDE, WOHLFEI L "HOW TO BRovBsEREN"

Lothar was the only one to inherit the imperial title, albeit with 
the obligation to secure the brothers' right of succession. 
However, Lothar, who approached from Italy, where he had left 
his son Louis, demanded the entire empire, "his" empire, for 
himself. The high clergy also largely went over to the "successor 
of the father in the French Empire": the archbishops Hetti of 
Trier, Amalwin of Bisanz, Otgar of Mainz, a mortal enemy of 
Louis the German, the bishops of Metz, Toul, Liège, Lausanne, 
Worms, Paderborn, Chur, the Abbot of Fulda and later 
Archbishop of Mainz Rhabanus Maurus and others. Archbishop 
Ebo of Reims, who had been expelled and had been imprisoned 
for years, was also formally restored, but soon had to flee from 
Charles to Lothair again, who gave him the monasteries of 
Stavelot and Bobbio, until he also fell out of favor with Lothair, 
lost the abbeys, but was made Bishop of Hildesheim by Louis the 
German.

However, it was not only the combatants from earlier battles 
who went to

Lothar, but even prelates from the old emperor's immediate 
surroundings, above all Charlemagne's son Drogo, Bishop of 
Metz, Louis the Pious Enkapellan, who presented Lothar with the 
crown, sword and sceptre of his deceased father.

Since the greats, "driven on all sides by hope or fear", now 
flocked to Lothar, but Louis and Catl abandoned many vassals, 
Lothar overstretched the bow by considering "by what means he 
could seize the entire realm unhindered", whereby he decided to 
focus first on Louis and then on Louis II.
"and "destroy his power" (Nithard). However, when the latter 
showed him his teeth, he agreed with him on a
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He now intended to attack Charles and pursue him with a mighty 
army 'to destruction', as Count Nithard, the -illegitimate- 
grandson of Charles, the historian of the fratricidal wars who 
fought and fell for Charles the Bald's cause with pen and sword, 
writes, one of the few lay writers of the early Middle Ages.

Thanks to the unwavering machinations of his now 
disempowered mother, Charles the Bald was entitled to half of the 
empire on the death of Louis the Pious. Lothar, however, 
advanced first to the Seine and then towards the Loire, driving 
Charles into a corner in the fall of 8qo. Not only did the Earl have 
this brother as an enemy, but Pippin of Aquitaine and the even 
more self-confident Bretons were also up in arms against him. 
Moreover, wherever Lothair advanced, people were happy to go 
over to him¡ nothing more than the usual opportunism of the 
clergy and nobility. For example, one of Charlemagne's 
daughters, Abbess Rothild of Faremou- tier, had her monastic 
possessions confirmed by Lothar. Thus, among others
"Abbot Hilduin of St. Denis and Count Gerard of Paris, 
apostatizing from Charles, broke their oaths to him". And like 
them, others also preferred to "break their allegiance in the 
manner of slaves and renounce their oaths rather than leave their 
possessions for a time" (Nithard).

But Charles did not want to give up the kingdom that had been 
given to him by God, especially as "God and his father had given 
it to him with his, Lothar's, own consent". Envoys therefore 
hurried back and forth several times, including Nithard, whom 
Lothar admittedly robbed of his goods and rights because he 
refused him. After all, the new emperor was a man who only 
sought, according to Charles' partisans, "by what means he could 
deceive and overcome Charles without battle; while Nithard's own 
employer naturally demanded peace out of pure justice. In any 
case, both refrained from fighting for the time being.

No sooner had the temporary agreement with Charles been 
reached, however, than Lothar was  once again preparing for war 
against Louis - intent with all his soul on defeating Louis by 
cunning or
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to subdue him by force, or what he desired even more, to destroy 
him completely". Louis, however, abandoned and betrayed by 
many of his supporters, returned to Bavaria, whereupon an 
alliance was formed between him and Charles. The latter had 
meanwhile used the time for small ceremonies and great prayers 
(in St-Denis, for example, in St-Germain), most recently in 
Aachen, where on the eve of "holy Easter" 8qx messengers sent 
from Aquitaine miraculously brought him "a crown and all the 
royal jewels as well as sacred objects" and, another miracle, "so 
many pounds of gold and such an enormous amount of precious 
stones unharmed", although - since robbery was threatening 
everywhere -(!), undoubtedly -a special grace", his special -
indication of God" (Nithard).

It is not known which of the two, Charles or Louis, called on 
whom for help, as the sources contradict each other. But both 
were ultimately - "united as in brotherly love through their 
military camps" (Annales Bertiniani) - a glorious Christian fusion. 
In this constant back-and-forth with changing fronts, homages 
and oaths, each of the three had also tried to soften up the 
wavering greats by force, gifts, promises and threats, to make 
them comply with their duties, to stir them up, whereby oaths of 
loyalty were already "as cheap as blackberries" (Mühlbacher) 
among these high-ranking Catholics.

But then, on May 13, 8¢i, Louis the German severely defeated 
Lothar's Swabian partisans on the Ries. The
the majority of the victims died on the F-1uclit (- no, how it all 
sounds so -paper"! So clichéd and familiar! You have to hear the 
screaming, moaning, crying, the terrible humiliation, you have to 
see the dying, the deadly horror ...) And
already on z5 J- ' 4- the even bloodier battle of Fontenoy, which 
was probably regarded as a divine judgment for this reason alone
(Fontanetum) at Atixerre (predominantly, as has long been the 
case with the Franks, a battle on horseback). Catholics stabbed 
Catholics, Franks stabbed Franks, relatives stabbed relatives; 
among Lothar's entourage with "treasures" and three envoys from 
Pope Gregory IV was Archbishop George of Ravenna.
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who wanted to drag Charles the Bald into his diocese and force 
him to undergo the tonsure (but w a s  captured on the run and 
allegedly maltreated)'.

THE BATTLE Vox Fo ov
OR "WHEREGo FÜGUNG DIEACHB 

LRNKBN WOULD ..."

Before the massacre, legation after legation had visited the 
other side, invoking the Lord, the Church, Christendom, and, as 
had long been customary, seeking the "expert opinion" of the 
clergy - in order to be willingly at hand wherever God's 
providence would lead the matter.

We have a detailed account of the Christian-Catholic 
brotherly meeting (one of the very rare open field battles in 
early medieval history) by Nithard, which is well attested by all 
parties, in the second book of his Historiae. He himself took part 
in the battle on Charles the Bald's side, indeed, -with God's 
help, he rendered no small assistance ...-.

Immediately after uniting their forces, Ludwig and
Charles complained to each other about the "suffering, these 
desolate conditions" through Lothar and then urgently presented 
to him through messengers "that he, mindful of Almighty God, 
grant peace to his brothers and the entire Church of God ..., 
otherwise they could undoubtedly hope for help from God's hand 
"¡ which Lothar, hurrying from Aachen to Aquitaine, dismissed as 
"worthless". With all kinds of messages, pious as well as 
exploratory, they moved towards each other, strained on all sides 
by the length of the route, lack of horses and battles. But they 
would rather endure any misery, even "death", than lose their 
"glorious name".

And so it went with "high spirits" and "in rapid marches
merrily forward until they clashed at Auxerre. Again, envoys 
changed fronts, and the allies were



 The Söuxs uxn Excel

stood on the fact that if people were already stabbing each 
other, it was quite Christian. Ergo: -first call upon God while 
fasting and praying, but then ... meet for open battle without 
all deception and deceit ...- A clean thing.

Both armies changed position once again and exchanged new 
words of greeting and appeasement at £ontenoy en Puisaye. Louis 
and Charles reminded Lothair of -their position as brothers-, of -
the Church of God and the whole Christian people-. And Lothar 
also asked for a "truce", whereby he had several of his grandees 
affirm on oath that he only wanted - the usual Christian chatter - 
the general welfare of the brothers and the entire nation, as justice 
among brothers and Christ's people demanded. In fact, he was 
only expecting Pippin II's army from Aquitaine. On z¢. June
they arrive, a> -s it goes -to the judgment of Almighty God-.

A judgment of God promised a lot from the outset. It is said 
that go ooo men fell on Lothar's, the defeated, side, which is 
certainly an exaggeration. However, the surprise attack by his 
opponents in the early morning, which involved sending 
thousands of horsemen, also cost enormous casualties. And this in 
an armed battle that had no immediate effect. However, the unity 
of the empire was irretrievably lost, as was any hegemony in the 
West for a long time. For the empire no longer dominated the 
kings; emperor and king were completely equal.

It is, so to speak, the birth of the "nation state". And, as is well 
known, nation states tended to wage war more frequently, at 
least on a much larger scale - right up to the present day. Even 
Fontenoy, their grandiose birthday, brought terrible losses to 
everyone, especially to the Frankish ruling class. The
-ahrbüeher von Fulda" speak of -a bloodbath on both sides, as our 
time has never before remembered such losses among the 
Frankish people. And decades later, Regino von Prüm saw this 
butchery as the cause of the weakness of the late Carolingian 
empire, seeing the Franks' "glorious



Heroism- no longer quite capable of defending itself, 
"consecrated to an expansion of the empire-.

That was the worst thing: not to tear others to pieces, Slavs, 
pagans, Saracens! Thus a contemporary is disturbed by the civil 
battle (omnibus christianis la mentabile bellum), which is 
lamentable for all Christians, because the sword of the Franks, 
once terrible to all other nations, is raging in his own "walls". 
That was it. And yet, in true Christian, evangelical fashion, it 
should rage in the wounds of others! In fact, however, non-
Christians and Christians alike, especially Christians, are 
massacred over and over again
- until today. Even then, however, a fellow fighter in Lothar's 
army, Angilbert, who fought in the front line of battle, confessed: 
-"Never was there more evil murder, never even on the field of 
Mars,/ Never was the Christian statute so violated by a 
bloodbath." In reality, however, this had been the case for 
centuries, in essence, and remained so.

Also the hypocrisy.
For at the end of the slaughter, the most edifying Christian-

Catholic feelings immediately blossomed. -Everywhere the 
fugitives were cut down, until Louis and Charles, driven by 
fervent piety, put a stop to the bloodshed" (Uri-nates Bertiniani). 
And now the victors celebrated the Lord's Day, the Holy Mass, 
rind - the kings themselves had mercy on the brother - from 
whom they certainly did not hope for "unjust intentions"! 
V elmehr solidarity -in true justice", -in true loyalty-. And of 
course, the bishops unanimously stated on the Sehlachtfeld: "the 
allies had fought for justice and fairness urid this was clearly 
proven by God's judgment; therefore, everyone in this context, the 
advisor as well as the executor, must be considered God's 
culpable instrument." By which they attested to themselves, as 
always through the ages, the most beautiful guiltlessness, divine 
guiltlessness, so to speak - but otherwise wanted to judge 
everyone in the court "according to the measure of their guilt" 
(Nithard)."



 

II SER LOTHAR ALLIES HIMSELF WITH HRIDEN U1'4D
ROBBING CHURCHES - Lu wiGh THE GERmAN EePrr

The clergy on Lothar's side, on the other hand, saw no "judgment 
of God" in the bloodshed. His defeat was covered up with all 
kinds of untrue rumors: Charles had fallen in battle, Louis was 
wounded and on the run. In any case, although defeated, Lothair 
was neither completely defeated nor ready to surrender.

"put a part of the Christians under their control", even allowing 
them to "rob the other Christian peoples" (Nithard). In fact, he 

enfeoffed the Viking king Harald Klak with the island of 
Walcheren and other Frisian territories, but apparently later took 

them back from the Danes - and gave them to them again. He also 
took advantage of class differences, the feu- dalization of Saxony 
(cf. I> 4i5 f.), and unleashed the Stellin- ga Uprising, an uprising 

of the lower and middle classes there, the semi-free and free of 
the tribe that had resisted Frankish foreign rule the longest and 

hardest. According to Hans K. Schiilze, "seen with some 
imagination, the first re-

volitional people's movement on German soil.
The emperor even forbade the rebels against the aristocracy to 

return to paganism. If they followed him, they would regain their 
rights, a s  they had at the time when they were still servants of 
the gods (Nithard}.

However, Louis the German feared not only the eradication of 
the Christian faith, but also cooperation between Normans and 
Saxon rebels. So he - who sent noble Saxon supporters into battle 
against Lothar just as the latter did against him - had "the 
overconfident servants" (Annales Xantenses) bloodily beaten up, 
had the Stellinga "suppressed with severity", as the Fulda 
Yearbooks put it, or, as another source so beautifully puts it, 
"destroyed in a terrible bloodbath" in a way that was honorable 
for him, but not without righteous bloodshed.
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-4 of his opponents on the gallows and behead I {O ringleaders, -
mutilate an immense crowd and leave no one alive who still 
rebelled against him in any way."

While Louis the German thus extended his realm of rule 
honorably and justly to the north, Lothar armed himself, 
gathered an impressive army against Charles in Diedenhofen and 
quickly advanced on Paris, so that Charles now swore to Louis 
that he would help him militarily as soon as possible. 
However, as Lothar was now in a tight spot due to his war on 
two fronts and various circumstances, he told his stepbrother 
that he would make a pact with him if -Charles would renounce 
the alliance that he had entered into with his brother Louis and 
had confirmed on oath, whereas he would renounce the alliance 
that he had concluded with his nephew Pippin and had also 
confirmed on oath (Nithard).

But Charles did not want to, and so Lothar united with Pippin 
of Aquitaine in Sens, whom he had only just wanted to sacrifice to 
his mortal enemy. And moved on to Le Maus, "over-all", 
according to the Westphalian yearbooks of St. Bertin, with 
plundering fire.Bertin, -he raged with plunder, fire, pillage, church 
robbery and forced oaths, so that he did not even spare the sacred 
rooms¡ for he took without hesitation all the treasures he could 
find, even if they were laid up in the churches or in their strong 
rooms in order to save them, forcing even the priests and clergy of 
the other ranks to swear oaths¡ he also forced the holy nuns 
devoted to the service of God to swear oaths t o  him.

Charles, on the other hand, went from Paris to Ch£lons to 
celebrate the feast of the Nativity of the Lord. That's how pious 
people were on this side.'*
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Here and there, Lothar's followers crumbled. He was subjugated 
by force, surrendered or fled, like Archbishop Otgar of Mainz, who 
had been tasked with preventing the union of Louis and Charles at 
Koblenz with his soldiers. Charlemagne's son Dro8o, the Bishop 
of Metz, who had joined Lothar and led his court chapel, soon 
joined the enemy.

The allied kings met in Strasbourg (once called Argen- 
toratum) and swore the famous oaths recorded verbatim by 
Nithard. They swore to each other "For love eu God and cii the 
Christian people and the salvation of us both" on Ib. February 
8¢z in solemn form, Louis in Romance, Charles in German 
(Frankish) - the oldest Old French language monument and one 
of the oldest testimonies of Old High German (the official 
language, the language for state, church, literature was Latin 
throughout the Christian West; the German language, -
Thiudisca-, was considered -barbarian-).

In Old French it sounds like this: -Pro Deo amur et pro Chri- 
stian poblo et nostro commun saluarnent ...- And German or 
Old High German (the sources call the Germanic lingua 
theotisca, consisting of various dialects, hence the word
-German"): -In Godes minna ind in thes Christianes folches 
ind unser bedhero gealtnissi ..." Previously, both kings had 
spoken to the assembled warriors about brotherly love, 
Christian sentiment, compassion for the Christian people, 
about the common good, and of course about God's mercy, the 
judgment of the Almighty, and so on. And in between, 
beautifully shrouded in unctuousness, the evil brother was 
inspected in front of the two comrades-in-arms, "to destroy our 
peoples with fire, robbery and murder."

More and more great men left Lothat. Louis and Charles 
moved separately from Strafiburg to Worms, where they met for 
almost ten years.
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days later and, after they had both "plundered the Gau 
Wormsfeld" (Annales Xantenses), marched to Mainz, where 
Ludwig's eldest son Karlmann reinforced them with Bavarian 
and Alemannic troops. They then turned separately down the 
Rhine again and united their forces in Ko- blenz. There they 
heard mass in the church of St. Castor and then quickly 
crossed the Moselle, while Ernbishop Otgar of Mainz fled, 
Lothar via Aachen - where he gathered the entire imperial 
treasure, including "that of St. Mary's" (Annales Bertiniani) - 
and Chalons to Troyes, where he celebrated Easter on April 8th 
before moving on to Lyon.

Having pillaged the land of Lothar, Louis and Charles 
advanced to Aachen. And there they allowed themselves to be 
shown by the numerous assembled clergy - as if by the beckoning 
of God - how selfish, perjurious and corrupt their Catholic brother 
Lothar was. How he - not they together! - "how often he had 
driven his father from the kingdom, how often he had defamed the 
Christian people through his lust for power, how often h e  h a d  
broken the oaths he had made to his father and his brothers, how 
often he had sought to disinherit and corrupt his brothers after his 
father's death, how much murder, adultery, arson and outrages of 
every kind the entire church had endured through his nefarious 
greed, they also claimed that he possessed neither the ability to 
rule the state, nor could one discover a trace of benevolence in his 
government. For these reasons, they declared, he had not been 
forced to leave the battlefield and then his kingdom, not 
undeservedly, but according to the just judgment of Almighty 
God. And they were all unanimously of the opinion and agreed 
that God's punishment had cast him out because of his sins and 
that his kingdom had rightly handed itself over to his brothers as 
the better ones to rule" (Nithard).

But if they had not been priests, they would have given the 
kings a "power of government". If they had handed everything 
over to them to rule without first publicly
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"whether they wanted to rule the kingdom in the manner of the 
expelled brother or according to the will of God."

But God's will is your will! Always and everywhere. Nothing 
else. (Or have we ever heard anything else from God than from 
popes and bishops?)

FROM A NOTEWORTHY INUNGELTAR
U1'tD 1'4EURR HisTORIKER

Lothar came under even more pressure. People fell away from 
him en masse, broke old oaths of allegiance, swore new ones to 
new lords and thus gained new advantages over the ever more 
insecure old ones - the eternal course of history. Moreover, due to 
the constant changes in power and the constant struggles for 
position, the high nobility became ever stronger, the kings came 
under its pressure and won and only retained their power through 
it.

In our most important source on these constant dynastic 
disputes, in the four books -Histories- of Nithard, the latter 
regrets the internal discord, the disintegration of the unified state, 
and sees the real ideal in the government of his
-great- ancestors. Thus, at the end of the work, he laments the 
"delusional neglect of the public good", "the selfish pursuit of 
personal advantage", he complains because "robbery and evil are 
spreading everywhere from both sides", and wistfully recalls the 
time of "the great Karl, happy Andcn- kens". There was peace 
and harmony everywhere ... Now abcx there is discord and strife 
everywhere, because everyone goes their own way. And then there 
was abundance and joy everywhere, but now there is only lack 
and sadness ...""

These sentences, which conform to the view of historians still 
prevalent today, which hails Charles I's state as a unified state, an 
aspiring world power, a Christian universal empire, as a kind of 
further development of the Roman imperial idea, are therefore
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so significant because they claim "peace everywhere". In fact, 
however, Charles's 4 year regiment had been at war almost 
constantly, had brought almost fifty campaigns, had conquered 
the Saxons alone, the
"Erzheiden", fought murderously for thirty-three years! However, 
what happened on the fringes of the ever-expanding Great Robber 
Empire did not affect the "peace" within the country.  On the 
contrary. The more "peace and order" there, the better the killing, 
enslaving and annexing worked there, outside the borders. But 
there was -abundance and happiness everywhere- not even here, 
at home. This was enjoyed only by the ridiculously small class of 
the bcsitzenden, nobility and clergy, who swam in the foreign, 
bloodily stolen wealth, while chronic malnutrition prevailed 
among the shanilessly fleeced own people,
Misery and famine were rampant, killing a third of the population 
in Gaul and Ger- mania (IV ¢9o).

Under Charlemagne's grandson, war within the country, the so-
called civil war - admittedly a pleonasm, because every war is a 
civil war!

Of course, Nithard's view was not exceptional. '
The contemporary Florus of Lyon, the poetic deacon, a diligent 

church servant, sees things no differently. He, too, regrets the 
threefold division of the empire, the reign of kings instead of a 
king. He too glorifies "the empire in the splendor of the sublime 
crown, / Lord was one and one also the people who obeyed the 
lord ... / Peacefulness reigned in it and bravery frightened the 
enemies." And after Florus has humbly and humbly emphasized 
his own, the -sanctified state-, he eloquently praises the 
enslavement in the East, the throwing of the reins of salvation 
around the defeated. -Here the heathen people bent themselves to 
the church's joehe, while / There the heretical delusion, trampled 
underfoot, sank away.""

Yes, Christians have always liked that: the Gentiles in the yoke, 
their faith trampled underfoot!
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But people were generally tired of war. In other words, the 
disadvantages of the war were greater for the powerful than the 
advantages; this applied not least to the high clergy, whose vast 
possessions were plundered with relish. After long, difficult 
negotiations marked by mistrust - mixed dominions, ISO 
representatives had previously traveled and surveyed the borders -
, after preliminary talks in June 8 on a Sa6ne island near Macon, 
in October in Koblenz, in November in Diedenhofen, a new 
partition took place the following year.

In the Treaty of Ver- dun, the text of which is unknown, in 
August 8§, Louis the Pious's empire was divided into the 
Western, Eastern and Central Kingdoms according to the dynastic 
law of succession, the old principle of fraternal equality, but after 
the withdrawal of Bavaria, Aquitaine and Italy, in the presence of 
the magnates, into three countries of equal size - "whether the 
kings w a n t e d  to or not".

Louis the German received his ancestral land and the entire 
Eastern Empire, the Francis orientalis, sometimes still known by 
its former name of Austria, Austrasia (German -Ostarrichi- in the
-(IV **7) He thus received from Bavaria the territories east of the 
Rhine and Aare, those of the Saxons, Thuringians, East Franks, 
Alemanni (without Alsace) as well as Speyer, Worms and Mainz 
to the left of the Rhine; thus, via the East Frankish kingdom, the 
"German history" became independent, so to speak, branching off 
from the other two sub-kingdoms.

Charles the Bald inherited the western Frankish kingdom, the 
Francia occidentalis, which stretched from north of the Loire to 
the Meuse and Schulde, as well as Aquitaine and the Spanish 
Marches, which created the preconditions for the emergence of 
the French nation, even if language, ethnic and tribal boundaries 
were not decisive at the time, and the borders were drawn in a 
rather arbitrary manner, without regard even for ethnic groups or 
bishoprics that belonged together. Karl,
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rather unwarlike, personally cowardly in any case, he more or less 
turned many of the lands he had acquired against himself: 
Aquitaine, Brittany, Septimania, the Spanish Marches.

The historically ineffective, geographically and popu- larly 
inorganic middle section, the regnum of the Prancia Me- dia, 
which was squeezed between the other two regnums, was 
inhabited by both Romans (Burgundians, Provençals) and 
Germanic tribes (Alemanni, Rhine Franks, Frisians). It was an 
elongated strip of land that stretched from Italy to Friesland, 
connecting the Mediterranean region from Benevento via the 
important western Alpine passes, the Provgnce, Burgundy and the 
middle Prancia, the later Lotharingia, the Meuse, Moselle and 
Lower Rhine region with the North-East Sea area. This area was 
chosen by Lothair 1, who retained the title of emperor along with 
the imperial cities of Rome and Aachen. However, the other two 
kingdoms also participated in the Frankish heartlands: Louis the 
German received the Frankish-populated Rhine-Main region, 
Charles the Bald the Frankish Neustria between the Seine and the 
Shields.

But Pippin II, the son of Pippin 1, the now deceased son of 
Louis the Pious, who claimed the throne of Aquitaine and long 
resisted Charles the Bald, who for his part 'ravaged the country 
with numerous invasions' (Annales Ftil- denses), was captured in 
8d4 and imprisoned in a monastery (p. i38 f.).

Lotharingia, the Middle Kingdom, did not last long (8 y-9oo). 
After the death of Lothar 1st (855), it was divided between his 
three sons, Louis II, Lothar II and Charles. The latter died young, 
and after the death of Lothair II (86d), his uncles, Charles the 
Bald and Louis the German, tore up the Middle Kingdom in the 
Treaty of Meersen ( 7O), bypassing the claims of the other uncles.
Louis lI, to himself. However, when the East Frankish Carolingian 
Arniilf
of Carinthia 8qJ restored Lotharingia and installed his son 
Zwentibold as king there, the latter died in the Kampl with the 
local aristocracy and the independent Lotharingian kingship came 
to an end (p. 3^* )
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Although Louis the Pious's empire was divided into thirds 
according to the respective proportions, the differences were 
considerable in terms of quality, social and cultural history and 
organization.

The West and Italy represented old cultural landscapes still 
impregnated by antiquity. They were more sophisticated, 
comparatively speaking. At least here and there there were more 
densely populated urban regions. There was a literacy of some 
kind, there were books, schools. We also encounter economic 
involvement, traders and businessmen as well as more and more 
powerful aristocratic clans. In contrast, large areas of the Eastern 
Empire appear "underdeveloped", "overgrown with forests, 
devoid of people and culture, and without intellectual centers" 
(Fried). Of course, some representatives of the "Carolingian 
Renaissance" also lived here: Hrabanus Maurus, who only rose to 
the position of -praeceptor Germaniae- in modern times¡ Walafrid 
Strabo, who drowned in the Loire as an envoy of Louis 8¢q; 
Notker Balbulus, the monk of St. Gall.

Perhaps the Treaty of Verdun was not yet, as nam-
older historians (Waitz, Droysen, Giesebrecht) believed it to be a 
kind of "birth of German and French nationality, of two peoples 
in whose interest it was certainly not concluded. However, a 
German and a French history were in the making, nations were 
beginning to grow out of older peoples, out of the inhabitants of 
certain countries, the pre-national tribal consciousness was finally 
- especially, significantly, through the "community-building" 
army that united all those of different tribes and regions who were 
obliged to take up arms.
- to national consciousness. Just a s  the emergence of other 
national kingdoms, in England, Spain, Scandinavia, Poland, 
Bohemia, Hungary, for example, politically characterized the 
early Middle Ages. Of course, throughout the q. century, people 
did not yet think in ethnic categories, no nation felt itself to be a 
"national unit", no person felt himself to be a "German" or a 
"Frenchman", perhaps not even in the io. Century, even if it is the 
immediate transitional phase.
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This division of the Carolingian empire, which had been a major 
issue during the

q. The fact that further divisions, but also new unions, followed in 
the second half of the sixteenth century was a compromise forced 
by circumstances. Although it initially put an end to the mutual 
overlapping, it also led to the emperorship gradually losing its 
position of supremacy vis-à-vis the pope, the tripartite division 
into Germany, France and Italy, and the former unity - the episode 
under Charles the Fat (p. zy8 ff.) aside - never returning."

LUDWIG VON GO s GNzDE1'1 KöNiG DER BnYBRN

Although Louis II the German ( 43- 7 ) is repeatedly referred to in 
contemporary (West Frankish) sources as "rex Germanorum- und
"iex Germaniae", his territory - referred to by his own chancellery 
as "-orienta1is Francis" - was often called "Germania" by authors 
even at the time, but his epithet "the German" only became 
common from the iq. century.

Born around 8o5 as the third son of Louis I the Pious, the 
second Louis had spent his youth at court and i n  8-7 > -< 
Ordinatio imperii under the sovereignty of the emperor as part-
kingdom of Bavaria; in addition, as his father determined at the 
time,
the Carantans, Bohemians, Avars and Slavs living in the east of 
Bavaria ... - As the twelve-year-old was too young to rule 
himself, he did not actually do so until almost ten years later. But 
from 83o at the latest, he is proclaimed "King of Bavaria by the 
grace of God". The main aims of his policies were to expand 
eastwards and extend the Carolingian Empire.

During the winter he preferred Regensburg as his re8idence, 
where he liked to hold court and imperial assemblies, and during 
the summer Frankfurt, where he also established the 5alvator 
monastery. In addition to the heartland, the actual power base and 
secured for him by his military commander, Count Ernst, he was 
the first king of the kingdom among his friends until dC5Gen 
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Fuldenses) -, the monarch also ruled Swabia, Rhine and Main 
Franconia, Thuringia and Saxony, i.e. most of the Germanic 
peoples of the empire.

Ludwig II the German was not one of the "important" rains, but 
he was the most important of his brothers.

Even during his long reign, he had a kind of stabilizing effect 
on the Frankish Empire by almost constantly waging war against 
the Slavs in Bohemia and Moravia as well as in the north-east, 
following in the bloody footsteps of his "great" ancestor Charles 1. 
In doing so, he cooperated closely with the episcopate, as did, of 
course, the other Carolingian princes, who all involved the 
high clergy in the fulfilment of their interests and the realization 
of their goals, making them increasingly dependent, but also 
becoming dependent themselves, becoming more and more 
ecclesiastical, more so than the Merovingians, for example.

Louis the German was regarded as the leader and defender of 
the church. He took care of the mission in Moravia, Bohemia, in 
the north, from Bremen and Hamburg to Sweden, where, 
however, the Christian idol was only invoked when the older gods 
failed, recognized, so to speak, merely as a temporary god, as a 
possible emergency helper. Louis convened synods, took part in 
them and only his confirmation made their decisions legally 
binding; incidentally, this was the only legislation in the East 
Franconian Empire from which only one state law is reported at the 
time.

Until the very end, the Bavarian exercised a decisive influence 
on the appointment of bishops, which he naturally preferred to give 
to his favorites. Thus he makes 8 the abbot Gozbald of Nie- 
deraltaich (richly blessed with Roman martyr bones) bishop of 
Würzburgi as Gozbald's successor the Bavarian Arn, who serves all 
yier princes and (with relics on his heroic breast) fights as army 
commander in at least four campaigns (until he falls 8qz - all for 
Christ - against the Slavs). 8¢J Louis appoints the expelled Ebo of 
Rheims (p. QI) as chief shepherd of Hildesheim. 47  the learned
Fulda abbot Hrabanus Maurus as archbishop of Mainz.
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The prelates also dominated his "consilium": for example, 
Abbot Ratleik of Seligenstadt, the Abbot of Herrieden, Liutbert, 
Archbishop of Mainz since 863 at the instigation of the king, 
Bishop Solomon I of Constance, Bishop Altfrid of Hildesheim, 
who as a regent's advisor was far more concerned with politics 
than with his diocese, but who figures in some sources as a saint 
and who performed many miraculous healings at his tomb or in 
the Hildesheim chro- nicle.

The king was therefore constantly surrounded by high-
ranking clerics. And quite apart from the fact that the 
Carolingians exclusively employed clergymen as notaries, and 
that, in contrast to the Merovingian era, they placed the entire 
written administration at court in the hands of priests: Louis' 
chancellors or arch-chaplains - t h e  combination of both offices 
took place under him - i.e. people who occupied the top positions 
in his council, were of course prelates: Abbot Gozbald of Nie- 
deraltaich, Abbot Grimald of Weißenburg and St. Callen, a 
relative of the Trier archbishops Hetti and Thietgaud, King 
Ludwig's most important advisor. Finally, as the new head of the 
chancery and chapel, Archcaplain and Archbishop Lititbert of 
Mainz, who was one of two sons of Louis to administer the office 
that the archbishops of Mainz had held since the Io. Century, 
since Emperor Otto I's son Wilhelm (from q6y).

However, the court chapel, for centuries a ruling construc
In the Carolingian period, the monarchy of European princes, a 
typical product of divine grace (Fleckenstein), formed "the closest 
point of contact between Carolingian politics and the Bavarian 
episcopate" (Glaser). Even under Ludwig's sons, the decisive 
influence of the Church on politics was maintained. The bishops 
continued to act in the chancellery and p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the 
government."

Louis the German was also personally pious. He read spiritual 
writings. He followed the cross barefoot during public 
supplications. In 85s he had a chapel built in his palace of 
Frankfurt, where twelve clergymen served. He founded the 
convent of St. Felix and Regula in Zurich. And all his daughters 
became non
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They were: lrmingard Abbess of the Swabian monastery of 
Buchau, Hil- degard Abbess of the Schwarzach women's 
monastery near Würzburg, Bertha Abbess of St. Felix and Regula 
in Zurich.

In October '7, bishops,  abbots and other ecclesiastics of 
eastern Franconia met at the Albank Monastery in Mainz. For the 
good of the king, his family and the security of the realm, the 
synod
in all dioceses, sic informed the ruler, is - read masses and -7 
folders - and then asked him, according to the custom of his 
ancestors, to protect the servants of the Church and their property 
and not to lend his ear to those who advise him t o  care less for 
the Church's property than for his own.

Not incidentally, two canons dealt with the poor, three with the 
faith and six with the church tithe and tithes.

And it was the same Mainzei Synod that was held against a 
woman named Thio- ta from the Constance region - such a 
suspicious preacher (pseudoprophetissa), according to the Fulda 
Annals,

-men of the holy estate ... as if they were following a master 
appointed by heaven - imposed the public scourging, whereupon 
he is said to have lapsed into mental derangement. And the same 

Mainz Synod also - according to a series of manuscripts - cold-
bloodedly extended the episcopate's jurisdictional powers 

compared to the Mainz Synod of 8i3. W h e r e a s  i n  8z3 the 
bishops were still called the healers of the counts and judges in 

the administration of justice, the Synod of Mainz
-°- *47 from this, that -the counts rind judges should assist their 
bishops in the administration of justice, as divine law has decreed 
...-!"

The clergy thus participated intensively in the politics of King 
Ludwig the German. There was complete unity between throne 
and altar - the bishops always stood behind their king and the king 
behind his episcopate". The high clergy conducted political 
negotiations and concluded treaties much more frequently than 
the graves. Prelates acted as royal messengers, as envoys to 
foreign powers. And even during wars, they marched to the king 
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at the head of an army alone or together with the counts of Pelde" 
(Schur). In 4i, the Synod of Meaux was aborted (and continued 
the following year in Paris) because
In the meantime, the bishops were needed in the battle against the 
Breton prince Nominoë, who then severely defeated Charles the 
Bald in Ballon, near Le Mans, in November.

Nothing is clearer than that the constantly growing power of 
the clergy and its ever-increasing self-confidence have been 
combined with corresponding demands since the days of Louis 
the Pious. -Subordination and obedience of the princes to the 
bishops is also demanded with great emphasis, and the 
encroachment of the laity on the spiritual domain is rejected 
(Voigt).

Louis II, married since g=7 u't to the younger sister of the 
Empress Yudith, his father's second wife, the Welf Hemma, 
apparently had no sensational women-
affairs. In any case, his sexual relations are never criticized. 
However, he devoted himself all the more intensively to a subject 
that was usually beyond reproach in the Christian West, for war - 
usually described seriously by researchers, for example: -his 
active and determined policy in the East- (Reindel). The extensive 
northern and even longer eastern borders of his empire, which 
stretched over one and a half thousand kilometers from the 
western Baltic Sea to the Adriatic Sea, as far as the Marches of 
Istria and Friuli, are almost a part of this. This was all the more 
the case because, compared to western Francia or Italy, the 
economic development of his country was not so good on the one 
hand, while its political and military stability and the authority of 
its king among the nobility and the church were much better on 
the other. Louis' marriage policy, who married his sons, the eldest 
Charlemagne, Louis the Younger and the youngest, Charles III, to 
women of the Frankish high nobility, Charlemagne to a daughter 
of Count Ernest, played a significant r o l e  in this.

The eastern borders of the empire, writes Johannes Fried, were
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-Although it was never completely pacified, it was largely safe 
because there were no powerful political centers of the Slavs. 
Only with the formation of the Moravian Empire did this 
gradually change, not least because "the mission was driven from 
Bavaria". According to Wilhelm Störmer, Louis also took "very 
decisive action" in the eastern border zones, whereby "the 
churches (dioceses and abbeys)" were an "important element in 
the development" for him, "which were given dominions above 
all in the Danube zone, the deployment area of the armies. 
Ludwig also seems to h a v e  delegated the missionary work to 
the Slavs through Bavarian churches very skillfully."

The Slavs, however, naturally defended their faith. They 
defended against attacks," writes Gerd Tellenbach, "which they 
themselves had been afflicted by. And the Christians supposedly 
knew no loftier goal than to spread their Good News with fire and 
sword. "The Franks could let off steam without restraint when 
they came to blows with pagans" (Ri- ché). However, the first 
East Frankish king was only at the
"Practice of the predecessors", as it is called in the euphemistic 
style of German historiography, in order to "respect the status quo 
through repeated intimidating advances" (Schieffer). - For 
centuries, German research has been fond of terms such as 
"Eastern Movement" in this regard,
-Land expansion", -possessive 'consolidation'. And even when it 
speaks freely of "annexation" or "incorporation", it sounds like an 
almost harmless, natural sliding into the imperial body, it is 
simply "fusion".

Louis the German operated mainly in the Bohemian-Moravian 
region, but also waged war against the Obodrites and Sorbs 
further north: against the Obodrites 8 , whose people, as the 
Fulda annals formulate so nobly as Christianly, -had been 
subjected to him by God, whereby King Gostemysl fell; while the 
"Annales Bertiniani" laconically report: "King Louis devastated 
almost the entire territory of the Slavs and subjected it to his rule." 
8 z he marched against the Sorbs,
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He subjugated the Daleminzians between the Elbe and the Mulde 
more by destroying their fields and harvests and by starvation 
than by military means. 8}6. And even in his late
After 8 7, he sends his son Louis with the Saxons and 
Thuringians against the Obodrites again.

According to Engelbert Mühlbacher, it was "a difficult task, but 
also one of great significance for the future, to reassert and extend 
supremacy over the Slavs beyond the Elbe, the Saale and the 
Bohemian Forest, which gradually, The more the German 
influence consolidated and expanded, the more the advance of the 
German element and culture was given free rein, and in the south-
eastern Alpine countries the continuation of colonization, tasks 
which at the same time opened up new paths for the desire for 
action and banished it from the circle of internal unrest".

It was clear what it was all about: consolidation, expansion, 
extension, the "advance of the German element and culture". To 
put it plainly: further murderous robbery. Szientifiseh (with 
Rudolf Schieffer): -More political (and missionary) movement". 
Sounds noble, neutral. Doesn't hurt anyone - on paper. And last 
but not least, the "desire for action" in the domestic sphere was 
dampened, paralyzed in this way - basically the criminal strategy 
of the great powers, but often still today. (Anachronistic
again?)

And in addition to all the attacks on the East, which we will 
examine in more detail later (pp. iyq ff.), Louis attacked the West 
Frankish Empire, the inheritance of his stepbrother Charles, which 
was weakened not only by constant invasions by external 
enemies, but also by considerable internal turmoil, especially 
battles in Brittany and Aquitaine."
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The West Franconian Empire is now particularly shaken by wars, 
civil war-like conditions and opposition from the nobility. The 
Saracens i n v a d e  from the south, from Spain and Africa, and the 
Normans from Scandinavia. Their raids across the sea and up the 
rivers cost more and more human sacrifices, money, tribute 
payments and church treasures. But the robbery and banditry 
against which Charles issued the Capitulary of Servais also 
flourished in the country itself, with petty dignitaries and wealthy 
aristocrats often making common cause with the bandits out of 
greed or recruiting them for murder in return for payment - after 
all, it is always difficult to imagine the underworld to be worse 
than the floors above. The king is not such a bad example either
for this. Charles the Bald, born on June i 3, 8-3 in Frankfurt am 
Main from Louis the Pious's second marriage, married as a nine-
year-old.
ten-year-old 8 z Irmintrud, the daughter of Count Odo of Orléans, 
who had fallen against Lothar a few years earlier; evidently a 
purely political match because, writes Nithard, he "hoped to win 
over the majority of the people". "In the same year", the "Annales 
Xantenses" conclude their meagre notes,
-In the city of Tours, the Empress Judith, Charles' mother, died 
after her son had robbed her of all her wealth."

After a daughter, Judith, Irmintrud bore Charles four sons: 
Ludwig, Karl, Karlmann and Lothar. The two youngest were 
forced into the clergy by their father, who was vowed to do so by 
Archbishop Hinkmar. Lothar, who was paralyzed, died as abbot 
of S. Germain d'Auxerre while still a boy. He was thus spared the 
fate of Prince Karlmann.

Charles II resolved family difficulties in the manner of many 
potentates (not only of his time). A f t e r  two marriages at 
English royal courts, his daughter Judith eloped in 86i with the 
Friar Count Balduin I and (after a papal intervention) became his 
wife in 863, Charles could only
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resign. However, when his sons, Lo- thar, who was lame from 
birth, and Charles the Child, who was mentally disturbed due to 
an injury, died in quick succession, the king initially indulged 
himself in a very Christian manner with his wife Irmintrud and 
had her half-queened. But her brother William, who immediately 
conspired against him, had Charles beheaded - Irmintrud went 
into a convent.

Charles, occasionally gifted with the work of the military writer 
Vegetius on the art of war by Bishop Frechulf of Lisieux (with 
which the Christian wanted to counteract the decline of the 
Roman military system as early as 4°°), Charles was personally 
anything but courageous, certainly did not like to fight himself, 
but tended towards cruelty.

This is also illustrated by his actions against Karlmann. He 
had put the prince, who enjoyed many sympathies, into the 
clergy for political reasons, or rather, like the paralyzed 
Lothar, had him made a monk at a very young age, whereupon 
h e  successively became abbot of Saint-Médard, Saint-
Germain-d'Auxerre, Saint-Amand, Saint-Riquier, Saint-Pierre 
de Lobbes and Saint-Aroul.

On behalf of the king, Abbot Karlmann marched at the head 
of a army against the Normans in 868, but rebelled against his 
father in 8yo/8yz, was imprisoned in Senlis and deprived of all 
spiritual "dignity" by a synod held there in 873 on the basis of a 
letter of complaint from the regent. It is said to have been only 
a matter of convenience for him, especially as it opened up 
prospects of the throne again - but at the same time gave the 
father the opportunity to punish the son even more severely. 
When his partisans therefore prepared his liberation and 
elevation to king, father Charles put him on trial again and had his 
eyes gouged out,
-so that the mad hope of the disturbers of the peace might be 
vainly pinned on him and the Church of God and Christendom in 
the kingdom might not also be brought into confusion by a 
wicked rebellion, in addition to the affliction of the heathen". In 
the same year, the blind man managed to flee from Corbie to his 
East Frankish uncle Louis the German, who offered him
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to the monastery of Echternach, where he died a few years later as 
lay abbot.*

Charles II the Bald had a hard time holding his own for a long 
time.

It was not only his mother's agitation for his equipment that 
caused him considerable crises. He also had to contend with the 
very different geographical, ethnic and historical conditions in his 
own empire¡Tensions in the south, with the Spanish-Septimanic 
Goths and the Basques, and difficulties with the Frankish north. 
He also failed to win over many magnates at first, as they 
preferred to join Lothar. Only after his defeat at Fontenoy was he 
able to slowly improve his position*.

However, Charles was plunged into the most dangerous 
conflicts by the self-confident Bretons and the claims of his 
nephew Pippin II to Aquitaine.

MURDER U1'4D THOUSK IN THE BRETAG1'tE

Brittany was invaded by the Franks at the latest since Pippin III 
the Younger (probably already use) and his son "Charlemagne". '  
and DII; thus
again by Charles's son Louis the Roman 8z8, -4 and 3 His son 
Louis the German was also involved in the Breton-
feldzug -4 in the process. Ab bove majori discit arare minor- 
exceptionally more polite in German: Wie die Alten sungen ...

Occasional subjugations of the Bretons were always followed 
by new uprisings and defections. However, when Louis 3- flUf 
the Court Diet of Ingelheim conquered the Breton prince 
Nominoë (831-8j i)
as -missus imperatoris" in Brittany, he maintained his loyalty. It 
was only after various Carolingian magnates attempted to expand 
there under Charles the Bald that military confrontations arose 
with them and then also with the king, whereby Nominoë made 
his country completely independent and became dependent on the 
metropolitan in Dol, whom he himself had appointed.
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apparently anointed king in 85o - the first king of Brittany who 
was never actually subjugated by the Franks. Although he 
recognized the supremacy of the distant emperor, Lothair I, 
Charles the Bald's claims did not.

But Nominoë died suddenly the very next year during one of 
his military campaigns. His only son and successor Erispoë
( 5--*57) believed that Charles could be eliminated quickly. But 
Eris- poë, who had already defeated the Franks at Messac in 8d3, 
now destroyed their army - even -numerous horses p e r i s h e d " -
even before crossing the border river in the three-day battle of 
Jengland-Beslê (in Anjou) from August za. to z . 8yi. Charles 
himself lost his troops, fleeing head over heels on the second day 
of the battle, so that they too could think of nothing but "escape" 
afterwards - and the Bretons
-They either cut down anyone they encountered with their swords 

or took him prisoner alive ... (Regino of Pruin). However, 
Erispoë was reconciled with Charles through the Peace of Angers, 

joined him as fidelis regis, but was also recognized by him as 
king himself and was able to double the territorial extent of his 
country by ceding the entire Breton march around Nantes and 

Rennes, and in 856 also betrothed his daughter to Charles's eldest, 
then ten-year-old son Ludwig (II. denn Stammler). Brittany was 

thus for the time being
lost for the Franks.

Erispoü also sought to resolve the ecclesiastical crisis that had 
been smouldering for a long time, ever since his father. He had 
deposed the French-free bishops of Dol, Vannes, Quimper and 
Léon with the help of St. Conwoion (who traveled as far as Rome 
for this purpose) and made Brittany ecclesiastically independent 
by appointing bishops in his charge. However, in 857 Erispoë was 
murdered by his cousin Solomon, who now seized the land, 
expelled the young Louis and, as king "by the grace of God", as 
he called himself, achieved the supreme independence of 
Brittany. The Franks were forced to recognize him, but 8yq killed 
him. His successors, who both ruled and fought each other, also 
died in a short time."
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And the Aquitaine battlefield p r o v e d  t o  be no less turbulent.

ML THE HLE LIquiDIERz sEixs NEFFRH

In Aquitaine, Charles II was initially unsuccessful against his 
nephew Pippin 11. Although Charles had owned the land since 
the Partition of Verdun (p. tax ff.), the country, at least with its 
majority population, did not want to belong to him. Thus he 
raided it "through numerous invasions", but suffered "great 
losses" (Annales Fuldenses), such as in June 8  at Angoulême 
against Pippin and William, the only grown-up son of Margrave 
Bernhard. Among those who fell for Charles at the time were his 
uncle and first archchancellor Hugh, a "natural" son of Charles 
"the Great", Abbot of St. Quentin and St. Bertin; and a grandson 
of St. Charles, Abbot Richbodo of St. Riquier. Among the 
prisoners: Charles's arch-capetian, Bishop Ebroin of Poitiers, 
Bishop Ragenar of Amiens, Abbot Lupus of Ferrières and many 
counts. Charles had lost sovereignty over almost all of 
Aquitaine."

The king succeeded in a heroic deed at the time. He had Count 
Bernhard, "who was guileless and suspected no evil of him" 

(Annales Fuldenses), although, according to another annalist, he 
had always been a "public robber" and the lover of Charles' 
mother, treacherously lured him into his camp and killed him 

immediately. Only after a modest success against the Normans 
invading Aquitaine did the Ade1, who accused Pippin of a lack 

of defense, pass to Charles for the most part. And now he was 
able to be elected Aquitanian king in Orlcans by the clerical 

and secular aristocracy and - not by the pope - anointed and 
crowned by Archbishop Wenilo of Sens¡ a tradition-building 

concept inherited from Archbishop Hinkmar, as Hinkmar 
transferred the sacral authority of ruler to Charles and made 

Reims Cathedral the
Coronation site of the kings of the Franks*.
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Charlemagne thus consolidated his authority in association 
with the Church through the idea of the rex christianus, and 
generally through the constant sacralization of this authority by 
means of ceremonial acts of consecration such as coronation and 
anointing. Thus, to look briefly ahead: with the appointment of 
Charles the Child, his eldest son, as Aquitanian sub-king in 855; 
with the elevation of his daughter Judith to English queen on the 
occasion of her marriage in 8$6; with his own wife Irmintrud in 
86ö. Did he allow himself
himself after his coronation as King of Aquitaine in 4 'n 
OFléans, was crowned King of Lorraine in Metz in 86q and 
Emperor in Rome in 8y5. And in 8yq he demonstrated at a
In his attempt to overthrow the throne, he emphasized his 
dependence on the clergy by declaring that he could not be 
deposed by anyone but the "verdict and judgment of the 
bishops, through whose cooperation I was consecrated king; 
for they are the throne of God on which He sits and from 
which He speaks the primal judgment. I submit to their 
paternal reproaches and punishments at all times ..." More 
proof of the ever-increasing influence of priests o n  politics.

Naturally, Charles also benefited from this. For, like the other 
Carolingians, he not only promoted the "throne of God", but also 
cooperated closely with it, even though he occasionally claimed 
the title of abbot, as in Saint-Denis. None other than Pippin I's 
former chancellor, Bishop Ebroin of Poitiers, led Charles' court 
clergy as arch-chaplain. And Hugh, the illegitimate son of Charles 
(by the concubine Regina), the abbot of St-Quentin and St-Bertin 
and last chancellor of Louis the Fromman, became Charles' first 
b e f o r e  the abbot fell for him at Angoiiléme.

Above all, Charles elevated the noble monk Hinkmar from 
the monastery of Saint-Denis 8¢5 as successor to Ebo of Reims. 
Of course, Archbishop Hinkmar, probably the most influential 
Frankish prelate of the time (who also wrote the Annales Berti- 
niani from 86i to 88z, very subjectively, entirely with his 
episcopal aims in mind, whereby the accomplished forger 
naturally did not hesitate to forge his predecessor's text as well), 
supported the succession of Ebo.
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although Charles's militant annexation attempt against the Middle 
Kingdom, sharply resisted his imperial policy and his 
lta)ienzügen.

Just one year after the king's coronation in Orléans (8#8), 
Pippin's younger brother Charles fell into his hands. The monarch 
was not only his uncle, but also his godfather (patrem ex fonte 
sacro), and was thus particularly close to the then twelve-year-old 
in terms of family and church. Nevertheless, at the imperial 
assembly in Chartres, he forced the young prince, the eventual 
pretender, to say from the pulpit that, according to the annals of 
St. Bertin, he wanted to become a cleric out of love for the service 
of Cotte without any coercion, whereupon the prelates 
immediately scolded him and sent him to the monastery of 
Corbie. And when he took control of Charles' brother Pippin II, 
the king, in the fall of 8ya, he also had him "s h o r n  with the 
consent of the bishops and great ones" (Regino of Prüm) - 
incidentally in the same church of Soissons where i ian also 
forced Louis the Pious to be crucified (p. 8o ff.) - and imprisoned 
in the monastery of St. Medardus.°

Pippin's first attempt to escape with the help of two priests, 
monks of the house, failed; he had to swear allegiance to Charles 
at a synod in Soissons in 853, had to take a vow as a monk, crawl 
into a cowl once more and return to monastic custody. It was the 
year in which almost all the Aquitanians fell away from Charles, 
and in the next year, summoned by them, Louis the German sent 
his son Louis III the Younger, who advanced as far as the 
Limoges region. Charles also marched to Aquitaine, even "during 
Lent" and over "Easter", as the Annales Beniniani report; "but his 
army did nothing but plunder, burn and carry off captives, and 
even the churches and altars of God were not spared by their greed 
and righteousness".

Now Prince Louis, elevated by his father to King of the 
Aquitanians for a short time, would probably have been able to 
hold his own against the unpopular Charles with his Thuringians, 
Alemanni and Bavarians. However, the East Frankish invasion 
failed at the moment when
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ex-king Pippin, whom Charles had presumably allowed to escape, 
appeared on the scene. For the people, at least the majority of 
them, stood by Pippin and made him king once again. He 
regained some areas of Aquitaine, but was attacked again by 
Charles the next year (8J y) after Louis's departure, who had 
his son Charles the Child, still a minor, elevated to Aquitaine 
sub-king in Limoges in mid-October and anointed by the 
bishops. However, the Aquitanians returned to Pippin the 
following year, who now sought help from the Bretons and 
Normans, but fell under Charles' control once again in 86d. 
And now he had the "traitor to the fatherland and to 
Christianity" thrown into "strictest imprisonment" in the 
monastery of Senlis, the imperial prison of the West, where h e  
probably soon perished.

Meanwhile, Louis the German had received an offer from the 
West German

Frankish nobility to rule Charlemagne's realm was not only 
accepted i4, but also 8y8/8yq. And at least on the second 
occasion, the king, who had already fled to Burgundy, could only
thanks to the resolute stance of the West Franconian bishops
around Hinkmar of Reims.

LUDWIG THE SLIDE ATTACKS
THE WEST FRANCONIAN EMPIRE

Ever since Aquitaine had been taken away from its rightful heirs, 
the king's sons Pip pin and Charles, things had been particularly 
bad there, with trouble brewing at every turn. The country was 
shaken by unrest, and Charles the Bald, once desired by the 
Aquitanians, became increasingly unpopular and was seen as a 
tyrant, cowardly and cruel at the same time. When he had 
Count Gozbert of Maine beheaded in 8J3, a man who had 
previously been loyal to him, he made himself hated by his 
influential clan and by the nobility, at least some of whom 
sympathized with Louis the German. Thus, like the East 



Frankish



iso Diz So xx uro Exmr

According to the imperial annals of the time, envoys of the 
Aquitaine kings frequently approached King Louis with requests 
either to take over their rule themselves or to send his son to free 
them from King Charles' tyranny (a Karli regis tyrannide), so that 
they would not have to seek help from foreigners and enemies of 
the empire at the risk of Christianity, which they could not find 
from orthodox and legitimate rulers."

In February 8y4, Charles the Bald agreed a special alliance 
with Lothar in Liège, which was once again solemnly invoked and 
directed against Louis, whose son of the same name, Louis the 
Younger, had meanwhile invaded Aquitaine but had fled the 
country when Pipius appeared. However, Louis the German now 
also concluded a special alliance with
Lothar, who nevertheless renewed the special alliance with 
Charles at his insistence. And when Lothar, who as a widower 
still had two of his servants in his care, fell fatally ill, the brothers 
Louis and Charles formed a coalition, tempted by the great spoils 
and lurking like vultures.

Emperor Lothar I had entered Prüm Monastery as a monk a 
week before his death. And before he "departed mortal man" on 
as. Before he "departed mortal man" on September 83 and began 
"eternal life", he divided the Middle Kingdom between his sons 
(p. iq8): the eldest, Louis II, who received Italy and the imperial 
crown; Lothar II, who ruled over the territories then called -
Lotharingia- from the Rhone to the North Sea coast; and the 
youngest, Charles of the Provetice - altogether a vast possession, 
which Charles the Bald eventually seized, train by t r a i n . '3

As is the rule after partitions, rivalries soon broke out; indeed, 
at times it seemed as if Charles of Provence, still a boy, was to be 
shorn of his clergy and his land divided up. The determined 
resistance of the Burgundian magnates, who were striving for an 
autonomous country, prevented this.

However, hostile constellations soon formed again among the 
older brothers.

Lothar II concluded a formal treaty on i. Ma" g s i" St. Quentin a 
formal
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Alliance with his uncle Charles the Bald, who was confronted 
with growing difficulties: plundering Normans, victorious 
Bretons, rebellious Aquitanians, with w h o m  even his own 
greats were at loggerheads, almost all the counts of his country, 
who, moreover, plundered and robbed scarcely less than his uncle.
the Norman raiders, who repeatedly set fire to Paris in 8 i7 and 
devastated entire regions along the Loire with fire and sword. And 
after Charles the Bald's pact with
Louis the German sought and found an ally in his nephew Lothar 
II, Emperor Louis of Italy.

Thus the Carolingians once again stood firmly united against 
each other. And in the summer of 8y8, when Charles finally had 
the Normans locked up for weeks on the island of Oissel in Seine, 
when Louis the German had just deployed three armies in the east 
to fight the Slavs, the Moravians, the Aborigines, the Lions and 
the Sorbs, he was asked by West Frankish grandees, Count Otto 
and Abbot Adalhard of St. Bertin, for an armed intervention in his 
brother's kingdom, whose crown they offered him. They 
demanded the removal of Charlemagne's "tyranny", as he was 
"destroying by his malicious rage what the pagans attacking from 
above had left to them; there was no one among the people who 
still b e l i e v e d  his promises or oaths" (Annales Fuldenses).

In fact, a large part of the West Frankish nobility belonged to 
this powerful front; including Robert the Brave, the ancestor of 
the Capetians, lay abbot of the monastery of Marmoutier near 
Tours as well as of Saint Martin in Tours. Charles had 
a p p o i n t e d  him count of Anjou and Touraine in gJ, and 
now he switched to Louis the German. And the latter promised, 
"based on the purity of his conscience" (which, for better or 
worse, always has its equal), "to help with God's assistance". On 
the other hand, Hinkmar of Reims warned the king that the 
fratricidal war was leading to his condemnation and prevented the 
bishops from apostatizing. However, in order to liberate the 
people, Louis penetrated deep into western Franconia via Alsace 
in the summer.
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The nobility, faithless as usual, ran to him, including the then 
richly rewarded Archbishop Wenilo of Sens¡ a decade earlier he 
had anointed and crowned his West Frankish master in Orlé- ans 
after his election as king!

Charles broke off the siege of the Normans, and on ia. 
November, the armies of the two brothers faced each other at 
Brienne on the Aube. At first, Charles wanted to remedy what had 
happened with Louis' advice and support and with God's help. 
Then he demanded, also in vain, that his bishops banish Louis 
from the church. In the end, he secretly abandoned his troops 
(cum paucis latenter), which had already been deployed for battle, 
and fled to Burgundy, leaving his army to Louis. And Lothar, 
breaking his duty of alliance, also abandoned Charles and joined 
the victor without a fight.

Louis, to whom a large part of the West Frankish kingdom fell 
so effortlessly, generously distributed honors and land to those 
who called him, ginze counties, monasteries, royal estates and 
allodies (a legal term for - Vol1gut-, the thoroughly own 
property), and went via Reims to St. Quentin, where he, always 
pious, c e l e b r a t e d  the feast of the Nativity of the Lord in the 
monastery of St. Quintinus the Martyr."

However, the Western Frankish episcopate opposed the 
intruder. The prelates of the ecclesiastical provinces of Reims and 
Rotien - led by Archbishop Hinkmar himself - spoke to King 
Ludwig's conscience and accused him of having caused greater 
misery than the pagans. They lamented the misery caused by the 
war of Christians against Christians, whereas it had been the 
king's first duty to wield the sword against the damned pagans! 
And furthermore to protect the rights and privileges of the church!

And since Louis, too confident of victory, had rashly dismissed 
his army home, had also received news of a Sorbian uprising, and 
since the "liberation" was soon disliked in the west, the sons of 
the Telfengrafen Konrad went over to Charles, inciting him 
against his now almost defenceless brother, the latter fled,
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"after the whole empire had been ruined and nothing had 
improved" (Annales Xantenses), he fled head over heels to 
Worms, while Charlemagne's victory in a seemingly difficult 
situation virtually justified his rise. Lothar then changed sides 
again and, soon after Louis' escape, defected back to the 
recently betrayed Charles by swearing an oath to the old 
alliance at Warq near Mezieres. Until finally, in June 86o, in 
the castle of Koblenz, where Lothar was also p r e s e n t ,  Louis and 
C h a r l e s  guaranteed each other peace with a solemn oath, even, 
as 8y, in both languages - "according to the will of God and for 
the preservation, honor and defense of the Holy Church ...", but 
of course atich "for the good and peace of the Christian people 
entrusted to us", and not least "for the preservation of law, 
justice and order . . .-"

People lived in religious, deeply Christian times - where
for instance just -in very many places blood-red snow had 
fallen"; where just Liutbert of Münster, the blessed bishop, 
filled the monastery of Freckenhorst with -many limbs" of all 
holy martyrs and confessors, yes, with his part of the Lord's crib 
and of his grave ..." Not enough of the miraculous: one had -at 
the same time also of the dust of his feet, when he a s c e n d e d  
to heaven ...- Immediately afterwards w e  read that the 
(Christian) kings at Coblenz -destroyed everything in the 
surrounding area. And immediately after that, King Lothar (11th) 
had left -his lawful wife- in order to have -public intercourse- 
with the Kebs-wife-. And King Louis had made "the godless 
Hughard earl". Those were religious, deeply Christian times. The 
chronicler concludes his annual report:
"It would be but a pity to recount the discord of our kings and the 
calamities which the heathen have brought upon our kingdoms."

Well, let's tell you some of it.
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THE SLAw sicxnRN EU ...

The Slavs, whom some Roman scholars of the early imperial 
period (Pliny the Elder, Tacitus, Prolemaios) called Venedi, the 
Germans then Wends, never referred to themselves as such, but, 
as has been documented since the thirteenth century, as Slovenes 
(Slovénin, Mz.S1ovéne). They referred to themselves as Slovenes 
(Slovénin, Mz.S1ovéne). The Slavic name Sklabënöî, first 
attested in the early 6th century, still awaits etymological 
explanation despite much effort. On the other hand, the derived, 
centuries later equation of 5clavini, Sclavi (Arabic aq liba) with 
Slavic prisoners of war, with slaves, in connection with the slave 
trade prevalent in the (Catholic and Islamic) Mediterranean 
countries, especially in Spain. And here there is (in contrast, as 
one might think, to the "inner-European early Middle Ages") a 
continuity of that ancient slavery, which extends from antiquity to 
the colonial slavery of the Neolithic period - a n d  perhaps this 
continuity exists b e y o n d  the limits indicated.

Although the Slavic ethnogenesis has only been clarified in 
outline so far, the latest research claims that the original 
homeland of the Slavs was "somewhere north of the 
Carpathians" (Vá a): in the area of the middle Dnieper, in the 
area of the Oder and Vistula, between the Oder, Vistula and the 
middle Dnieper, perhaps in western Ukraine, near the large 
Pripyet swamps. Later, these Slavs split into three main 
streams. The Eastern Slavs (Russians, Ukrainians, White 
Ruthenians) settled around the Dnieper; the Western Slavs 
(Czechs, Slovaks, Poles, Elbe and Baltic Slavs) around the 
Vistula and Oder; the Southern Slavs (Serbs, Croats, Slovenes, 
Bulgarians) in the Balkans¡ a huge area stretching between the 
Black Sea, the Baltic, the Adriatic and the Aegean."

In the J. and 6th centuries, Slavs were ruled by the Kut(r)igurs, 
then by the Avars. They had conquered the western Siberian 
lowlands on the Irtysh, is7 reached the Eastern Roman borders, 
J6I also the Elbe. After the migration of the Lombards under King 
Alboin from Pannonia and their entry into the
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fall 68 in Italten (IV io7 ff.), the Avars occupied the middle 
Danube region, now the center of their extensive empire, as 

Bulgarians and numerous Slavic tribes served as auxiliary 
peoples. From the middle of the 6th century, the western Slavs 
had slowly seeped across the Vistula into the north-eastern and 

central German regions, which had been emptied by the Germanic 
tribes as a result of migration, albeit not everywhere, but to a 

large extent, and since the end of the 6th century had spread as far 
as the Elbe, Saale, Naab and Upper Main rivers.

advanced. Most of today's Upper Franconia was Slavic territory.
country. "They stole in like thieves," writes the theologian 
Albert Hauck, "because you don't know how and when they came 
..." Finally, they settled in eastern Holstein, in the Hanoverian 
Wendland or in Thuringia as well as in the Bohemian Basin, in 
Carinthia, eastern Tyrol, Styria, Carniola, where the peoples of 
the Poles, Wends, Czechs, Slovaks and Moravians gradually 
emerged."

As new excavation finds prove, the Slavic invasion from 
Sñdpo)en via Bohemia and Moravia to the Balkans took place 
peacefully. Some of these areas were settled by Germanic 
peasants, while others, such as between the middle Elbe and 
middle Oder in the middle of the öth century, were deserted. A 
Byzantine source reports nm öoo that the Slavs usually left it up 
to their captives to buy their freedom or to remain with them as 
"friends". The Slavs were not unfit for war, as is sometimes 
assumed. On the contrary, they gradually improved their 
equipment, fighting style and fortifications; especially the 
border Slavs were not inferior to the Western European 
peoples in this respect.

In the 8th and g. In the 8th and 14th centuries, the entire eastern 
Elbe region was inhabited by Slavs. However, they are also found 
in densely populated areas from Ostholstein and Hamburg to 
north-eastern Bavaria. Agriculture flourished, as did livestock and 
forest beekeeping, crafts and trade, so that they "played an 
incalculable part in the formation of European civilization" 
(Fried). Even the process of "development" began with them, as 
with the Germanic tribes, earlier than with the Romans, the 



Italians or the French.
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The Elbe Slavic tribes settled in the north, the Obodrites from 
the Baltic Sea to the lower Elbe, further east the Liutizi (Wilzes), 
between the Elbe and the Saale the Sorbs and the Daleminians. 
The Czechs, only called that in later centuries, lived in the 
Bohemian mountains, the Moravians partly in the valley of the 
Morava, the Slovenes (Carantans) and South Slavs along the 
Danube and its tributaries.

In the Eastern Alps, the settlement area of the Alpensla-
In the 8th century, the Bavarian peasants lived in what is now 
Carinthia, Carniola, Styria and Lower Austria with the Danube 
as their northern border; their westernmost residential area was 
what is now East Tyrol, where they came as far as the Puster 
Valley and almost as far as the sources of the Drau. Of course, 
there were also Bavarian farmers here and there, so there were 
mixed settlement zones and, after battles towards the end of the 
19th century, peaceful coexistence.

The Slavs had advanced furthest into the west by the 7th 
century, roughly as far as the Elbe-Saale-Böhnierwald line. And 
until the 8th century, there was a relatively peaceful 
relationship between the Elbe Slavs and the Franks. At least 
the Elbe Slavs who settled between the Elbe-Saale and Oder 
rivers, i.e. on what later became German territory (now also 
known as "Germania Slavica"), are not to be confused with the 
Franks.
-Sorben, Liutizen (or Wilzen, Slav. Weletabi) and Obodrites-
politically and economically independent for centuries."

... AND FROM THE - RscxT OF CULTURAL 
PEOPLE AGAINST THE BARBARI"

But as early as the 8th century, what Droysen, more than a 
millennium later, called the struggle with that "rage and cruelty", 
that "hatred against the Germans that is Slavic to this day" began; 
what for the Saxon general's son Treitschke, for the German 
master's point of view, the



"The right of civilized peoples against barbarism"; for Franz 
Lüdke iq36 "the tremendous achievement in the past of our
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people-. In short, the detite colonization began. Eastern 
colonization", which lasted until the w century. This was a 
constant gain of space, which took place in three powerful 
stages: in the Carolingian period, when the Slavs were already 
trying to protect themselves with numerous castles on the other 
side of the Frankish border, especially under Charlemagne.
-The Great, who opens the first campaign against the Wilzen and 
Havel-Spree tribes in 7 q and subdues the Saxons and Thuringians 
west of the Elbe. But there are also
In the following century, especially under Louis the German, 
there were major wars on the Elbe-Saale line with Abodrites, 
Wends, Sorbs, among others 8 , 8 6, 8y8, 86z. 74-

In the central part of the Slavic frontier, the first Slavs came under 
Charles I,

Frankish armies 8o5/8od to Bohemia (IV 493 1. -*' already 
tributary to the Frankish Empire at that time, to the
-tributary states. And here, too, it is Louis the German who 
predominates in the south-east.
"Vorfeld" of Bavaria pursued a continued military and 
ecclesiastical expansion, whereby he was able to have the 
Bohemian dukes and their followers (cum hominibus suis) killed 
at Regensburg on I3. January 4s 'n Regensburg th Bohemian 
dukes together with their followers (cum hominibus suis) because 
they "demanded the Christian religion".
ten-, but hardly after Frankish suzerainty. Bohemia, since then 
part of the Bìstum of Regensburg, had temporarily joined Great 
Moravia, but w a s  once again subject to the "German Empire"."

It hardly ever happens in this Christian world that a slaughter is 
not carried out somewhere at some time, which is why it is 
specifically noted in the "Annales Fuldenses": "This year was free 
of wars." Even if the Christians did not
the chroniclers are amazed. So it says in the
"Xantener Jahrbüchern" 85o: - In the same year there was such 
peace between the two brothers, Emperor Lothar and King Louis, 
that they settled in "Eisling", a part of the Ardennes.
- Together they hunted for many days with little company, so that 
many were astonished (ut multi hoc facto mirarentur); and they 



parted in peace.3 '
Yes, peace, it amazes, it is rare, highly unusual; not only
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between Christians and pagans, especially among Christians. And 
today? There has been war among Christians for two thousand 
years. Nowhere have there been more wars in the world! And 
nowhere greater!

In the later 1940s, the Bohemians repeatedly rebelled, breaking 
allegiance "in the usual manner". 8#8 and 8@q Louis the German 
sent armies against the Czechs, with 8§q atlCh several abbots 
taking part and being badly beaten. The Franks had to take 
hostages in order to be able to return home at all.

Historians like to refer to Louis's wars in the east and north as 
attempts at pacification, border security, consolidation, 

stabilization, integration and Christianization.  They speak of a not 
purely defensive border belt, an extremely flexible border security 
system, a very mobile external border of the Christian world from 

the Baltic to the Adriatic, of the assertion and expansion of what 
had been achieved through Charles I's strategic foresight, etc. But 

it was not as beautiful as it sounds. The incessant military 
campaigns a c r o s s  the borders speak just as clearly as not a few 

Frankish border forts, which, especially at key strategic points, 
were always also gateways; in the north against the Danes, for 

example, the fortress of Esesfeld near Itzchoe, in the east on t h e  
Elbe, Höhbeck Castle on the high bank opposite Lenzen, or 

Magdeburg, or also
Halle an der Saale."

S WIPING TOOL
AND FRANCONIAN GOD'S PEOPLE

The Slavs were pagans and even in Christian lands such as 
Thuringia, Hesse and the East Franconian districts, they remained 
unbelievers for longer than the other inhabitants. Their culture 
was demonstrably higher than at times and occasionally still
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assumed today. We have t o  b e a r  i n  mind - and not only here 
- that the Frankish-German reports about the Slavs
for a long time, from the 7th to the 2nd century. century, almost 
exclusively from Christian priests, who were not eyewitnesses 
themselves, but often second- or third-hand witnesses.
third hand. And if they were at war with the Slavs, as was usually 
the case, they were insulted. But if they were allied with them, 
t h e y  were suddenly praised, sometimes emphasizing that they 
deserved it in an admirable way.

If Carolingian and Ottonian historiography differ in their 
assessment, a certain hatred of the people has long prevailed, if 
not hereditary enmity, not least for religious reasons, due to the 
opposition between pagans and Christians, and this has been 
the case since the Merovingian period. Later, the Slavs were 
often condemned across the board. The more Christian the 
world becomes, the %er the others become. After all, all 
"sinners", i.e. people who have turned away from God, all 
"unbelievers", according to the medieval view influenced by 
Augustine (I yo3 and 3ii ff.) and Pope Gregory "the Great" (IV 
171 ff.).
View, gentiles, infideles, pagani, in short "Tcufelsgenossen, die
must be destroyed by all means if they do not profess to be a 
matter of God- (Lubenow).

Slavs seemed to Christians to be suitable only as slaves - a word 
derived from "slavus" - or as pure objects of murder, people who 
were mocked by pious Catholics as "warmongers" and mowed 
like grass in the meadow, sub-humans, animals. "What do you 
want with these toads?" says the monk Notker of St. Gall to a 
Christian backbone. -Seven or eight and even nine of them I used 
to impale on my lance and carry around with me humming 
something or other." The Slavs were also fundamentally wrong, 
insidious. -The "Wends", as not only the
-In their habitual disloyalty to Louis, they were breaking their 
word, as St. Boniface, the "Apostle of the Germans", had already 
done.
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He scolded them for being the "foulest and worst race of men" 
(foedissimum et deterrimum genus hominum), and he despised 
them so much that he never mentions preaching to the Slavs in 
all his missionary letters."

In contrast, the Franks - who, as Christians, should have been 
"humble of heart", as Mt. i i,zq and similar passages in the Bible 
say - felt themselves to be an "exalted people", something very 
special. The prologue of the "Lex Salica" (the oldest West 
Germanic law of the people), which dates back to Clovis I, shows 
this drastically: -The famous tribe of the Franks, created by God 
himself, brave in war and persevering in peace, [...] of noble 
stature and immaculate splendor and extraordinary beauty, daring, 
swift and swashbuckling, taught the Catholic faith and immune to 
all heresy [...J. Long live Christ, who loves the Franks."

And after Otfrid von Weißenbtirg (died after 7°), the first 
German-language poet known by name, a puer
oblatus and theologians, perhaps occasionally active at Louis the 
German's court chapel, the Franks are a God-fearing people, God 
is everywhere with them¡ everything they think and do, they think 
and do with God, they undertake nothing without his advice, and 
they not only want to learn and sing his word, but also to fulfill it. 
Otfrid's aim, however, as he confessed to a metropolitan of 
Mainz, was to suppress the oral pagan poetry of his time.2

According to ecclesiastical opinion, every Christian prince had 
to fight the pagans, both within the country and on its borders. 
Indeed, according to the prevailing Augustinian doctrine of the 
spread of God's kingdom on earth, the Slavic East had to be won 
over, "converted". It was no coincidence that Augustine's ma- 
gnum opus -Vom Gottesstaat- was a favorite reading of 
Charlemagne (cf. I yo3 ff.). And Charlemagne, the 
Carolingians, the Frankish aristocracy and the rest of the 
landowning class were all the more interested in -exploitation-, 
plunder and tribute in the East when agricultural productivity 
was meagre.



S wIch wOrk AND FRÄ1'IRICH OTTR5VOLä T§E

and the prospect of gaining land within the country was 
insignificant. The territories of the Slavs also always formed a 
reservoir for auxiliary troops and slaves.

The Christian nobility did not always view the Slavic mission 
with mixed joy, and of course for a highly selfish reason. After 
all, the acceptance of Christianity by the pagans removed an 
excuse for the neighboring Saxon noble class to attack, tyrannize 
and rob them. "Even if the Christianization of the Slavs did not 
bring the warlike Saxon feudal nobles the complete drying up of 
an important source of income ..., it at least made it more difficult 
for the Saxons to plunder their neighbors" (Donnert). And, of 
course, their fleecing was always more important to the Christians 
than the Gospel; the Catholic princes were first and foremost 
concerned with power, greed, increasing their landed property and 
their feudal rents -  " as, says Abbot Regino, the hearts of kings 
are greedy and always insatiable". Archbishop Wilhelm of Mainz 
called Otto "the Great", his father's claim that it was about the 
spread of Christianity, a whitewash. And Helmhold's Chronicle of 
the Slavs then states bluntly with regard to Henry the Lion: "There 
was never any talk of Christianity, only of money ..."

But it is not just a question of -that Christianity first took root 
on the other side of the Elbe and Saale in connection with 
military conflicts- (Fleckenstcin). No, the Christian church, and 
of course the German church, was also a "driving force" for this 
whole highly aggressive eastward expansion, a force for which 
faith was also above all a means to an end, a force, writes 
Kosminski, that preyed on the tithe, on estates and serfs and in 
the
-The conversion of the pagans was seen as a highly lucrative source 
of damage. The papacy, which was one of the main organizers of 
the campaigns to the east of Europe, helped her in the most 
energetic way, as it hoped t o  expand its sphere of influence and 
increase its income."
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But it was precisely this that could be achieved excellently 
with the help of Christian missionary propaganda, with 
constant pallaver about
-The lords, the bishops, the abbots, were no less involved in 
these raids and conquests, which already appeared to be 
crusades, from the Carolingians, if not already the Merovingians, 
through the military campaigns of the Saxon and Salian 
emperors t o  the time of the actual crusades."

There were two ways of winning over the Slavs.
One is the independent church mission, such as that of Bishop 

Ansgar, who bought boys in Denmark and Sweden to make 
Christian clergymen out of them¡ the mission of Bishop Adalbert 
of Prague to the Prussians in the late io. century or that of Günther 
of Magdeburg to the Liutici in the early ii. century.

As these individual attempts at conversion were virtually 
unsuccessful, the church preferred to spread the Good News by 
means of the state armies, with fire and sword or even through 
bribery. In any case, for the Slavs, accepting Christianity was 
"tantamount to slavery" (Herrmann) and the more effective the 
weapons proved the power of the Christian God and the 
impotence of the old gods, the easier it was to assume."

IN TOO YEARS*7   CRIsIS AGAINST THE SLnwEN

Pippin II (g---- 7^') had already undertaken his conquests of West 
Friesland and Thuringia in close alliance with the Roman Catholic 
Church, transferring their land in the annexed territories and thus, 
as Pope Wojtyla would say today, making -evangelization- 
possible (IV zq5 ff.).

It was no different in Charlemagne's atrocious Saxon Wars. 
Robbing and Christianizing were simply part of his policy. He 
always went in to  Saxony with Christian flags, in the



IN DO JñHREH IyO BRIEGfs AGAINST THE S wni 1J3

The priest and his "blessing" always followed the military and its 
lines of attack, the baptismal bath always grew o u t  o f  the blood, 
out of the baptism.
the mission of mass murder (IV 4i7 If.). And the creation of the 
Avar empire on the eastern flank of the Frankish empire, this 
likewise purely annexationist large-scale alliance, was a further 
example.
The war of Charlemagne was waged as a holy war and with the 
help of field bishops. Here, too, warriors and clerics worked 
together everywhere, and the vast spaces in the south-east, which 
had been won by the sword, were then particularly "guarded" by 
the Patriarchate of Aquileia and the Archbishopric of Salzburg 
(IV 4 y ff.).

The destruction of the Avar empire was followed by 
unprecedented

counted further moves against the Slavic peoples living there, 
some still in the first half, but more and more since the middle of 
the q. century. century. The fields were devastated, the herds 
destroyed, many people killed. Almost the entire life of Louis the 
German's elder son, Karlmann, the lord of Bavaria, Carinthia, 
Pannonia, Bohemia and Moravia, who died in 88o, was filled with 
wars. And all of them were associated with mission. The cross 
always came with the sword. While Bavaria, preferably 
Regensburg and the Central Palatinate, was taking over piece after 
piece in the south-east, the Bavarian prelates were engaged in 
Christianization among the subjugated Slavs. However, the high 
clergy also accompanied the troops, sometimes even leading 
them; for example, Bishop Otgnr of Eichstätt, who was at the 
head of a detachment in Bohemia i7 making conquests.
te; so 8yI/82z B sChof Am of Würzburg,  who also 8qi there
invaded and was slain by the greater part of his party; GO 7* 
Bishop Liutbcrt of Mainz and Abbot Sigehard of
Fulda.*

At the beginning of the year S 874, the Sorbs and Suslians on 
the Thuringian border refused to pay the customary interest 
imposed on them. Archbishop Liutbert of Maine and Ratolf, the 
Margrave of Sorbenmark, then crossed the Saale with an army in 



January and put down the uprising of the small border peoples 
there by fire and plunder. It
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was the last Slavic campaign during the reign of Louis the 
German. But already 8yy under his son of the same name a very 
similar attack against the Suslians and their neighbors was 
repeated; the king allowed himself to be given some hostages and 
not a few gifts and brought them back to their old servitude."

Of course, the church constantly supported all of Louis the 
German's sons, as it did Louis himself. The maltreated masses, 
abused as mere labor slaves, were fed with accusations of sin, 
with clumsy fraudulent relics, so-called supplication processions, 
the worse things got, the more so; especially in the years 73 and 
74, when particularly great misery broke out, as, of course, oh. 
snowmelt, floods, famine, droughts, swarms o f  locusts, so that 
one could "hardly see the sky as through a sieve" and at many 
places "the shepherds of the church and the whole clergy 
withdrew from them with the reliquaries and crosses, invoking 
God's mercy". Yes, -with various plagues the Lord continually 
struck his people and visited their iniquities with the rod and their 
misdeeds with blows- (Annales Xantenses).

The Lord above the clouds struck - not the Lord on the horse! 
The dear Heavenly Father struck constantly. And struck 
constantly. The "Fuldaer Jahrbücher" (Fulda Yearbooks) also saw 
-the Germanic people hit not a little as a result of their sins. -sins" 
and
-deeds were always to blame - not the natural economy of the 
aristocracy, its bloodsucking, permanent exploitation. It seemed 
to be fateful, like the forces of nature that once again befell those 
of whom the folk artist Jeggle writes:
"One's own body knew no pleasure, only poverty, the woman and 
the children were also mere means of labor. Socialization was 
nothing but familiarization with this work process ... Work 
defined the daily routine, the phases of the year, the stages of life 
... Work and life coincided". Almost a third of the population of 
the East and West Franconian empire perished at that time. In the 
following summer, a rainstorm rifi
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water killed 88 people in Eschborn (west of Frankfurt) alone. 
Even "the village church was destroyed along with its altar, 
leaving no trace of its edification for those who had  just seen it - 
and all of course "as a consequence of our sins" (Annales 
Fuldenscs).

As was the case under the Carolingians, the 5raai and the 
church cooperated in the advances of the Ottonians, the Salians 
against the Elbe Slavs, the Polish dukes against the Pomeranians, 
and in the missionary interventions of the archbishopric of 
Bremen-Hamburg.
-Ideal and religious ... very intertwined ... with secular motives" 
(Bünding-Naujoks); is the expansion of the Christian empire 
beyond Germany's eastern and northern borders
-always been a joint work of the church and the state, of 
preaching and coercion¡ the work of the teaching and baptizing 
priest followed the warlike conquest or happened after approval- 
(Bauer).

It has been calculated that the Catholic Franks and Saxons 
fought 7 wars against the Slavs in a period of not quite oo years, 
from Charlemagne's campaign against the Liutices in 78q to 
Frederick Barba- rossa's and Henry the Lion's invasion of Poland 
in i -i7! zo of these ended with a victory for the imperial troops, 
barely a third is said to have been in their favor.
have been successful.

In the first centuries of the early Middle Ages, the Slavs hardly 
had a Slavic community consciousness that united all the many 
tribes, small tribes and "civitates". However, their political and 
social structure changed considerably, the power of the tribal 
princes and the tribal aristocracy grew and tribal states were 
gradually consolidated."

Slavic principalities also existed in the 7th and 8th centuries. 
One such federation was headed by the "duke" (dux) Dervanus of 
the Slavs, who after 63s joined the Frankish merchant Samo, the 
founder of the first Slavic empire (6zo-ö58), after he was defeated 
in the three-day
Battle of Wogastis6urg (on the Eger) the Merovingian king



 

Dagobert I had been disastrously defeated (IV a 6). And around 7 
o a herd formed in the eastern Alps among the Carantanian Slavs.
The Christian-friendly dux Boruth called on the Bavarian duke 
Odilo to help him against the Avars, shortly before Pippin III, his 
brother-in-law, killed him by an insidious night attack.

lish attack on the sleeping Bavarian army (I* 3>-)- ln the p. 
century, however, the Great Moravian Empire arose on the Slavic 

side, and in the ro. two further
larger Slavic states: first Bohemia, under the Czech princely 
house of the Prussians, then Poland under the Piasts.

LARGE MILLS

The East Franconians attached particular importance to the
-Moravians". In the early q. Century from various small tribes, 
they are first mentioned by a Frankish source in 8zz. The imperial 
annalist notes at the time that the emperor had received legations 
with gifts (cum muneribus) from all eastern Slavs - he mentions 
Abodrites, Sorbs, Wiltzes, Bohemians, Avars, Predene- center (an 
eastern Abodhite group in the Branichevo district) and also the 
Moravians (Marvanorum) - at the day in Frankfurt. And these 
"gifts" were of course not gifts of love, but burdens imposed on 
all the peoples, which they perceived as oppressive and 
shameful."

At that time, two rival principalities had formed from a number 
of small Slavic tribes, one in the valley of the Morava, led by 
Mojmir I (83 4 ), the other in Nitra, south-western Slovakia, with 
Prince Pribina at the head.
the head. Although still a pagan, *-7 z8 he had the first church 
consecrated on his territory at Neutra by the Salzburg archbishop 
Adalram, but was replaced in 833 by Mojmir, the first
rulers of the Great Moravian Empire mentioned in the sources. 
The ancestor of the Mojmirid dynasty annek-



Pribina's territory and commanded Forian over both princes, 
initially without open conflict with the East Franks, while Pribina 
fled to the Bavarian East in 83d and became a Christian on the 
orders of Louis the German. He later functioned as a Frankish 
vassal in Unrerpannonia, in the area around Lake Balaton, where 
numerous churches soon rose up with Salzburg's help, Salzburg 
missionaries appeared, Bavarian peasants and, above all, Bavarian 
collegiate churches and monasteries came to own land: Altaich, 
St. Emmeram, Freising, kiirc, the Salzburg mission became 
particularly successful in Pribina's principality (Prinz) - Pribina 
was, however, slain by the Moors around 86o.

The name -hIähren- (Moravia) comes from the river March 
(Mo- rava), a left bank already described by Tacitus as "Marus" 
(mar, nior,
"swamp) mentioned tributary of the Donati. The name Great 
Moravia goes back to Constantin Porphyrogcnitus, De 
administrando imperio, and has become quite common in more 
recent research; however, some prefer the term "Old Moravia". 
In any case, this state, which formed the core of the Samos 
empire and also had contacts with the Avars, was a state that 
was divided in the q. It was the oldest star- nary state of the 
Western Slavs and at the time one of the largest and most 
powerful states in Europe, as well as a central point of Central 
European trade, encompassing Bohemia, Moravia, Slovakia, 
Lusatia and the territories of the Eastern Thirds."

THE L DWIG-SiPPE:
Me E BEIT UNDER THE KNEE AND
"THE BLOODY CREATION OF THE BLACK*

Only loosely dependent on the Frankish Empire, Great Moravia 
was initially neither pro-Franconian nor Christian, but was 
repeatedly under the military control of the East Frankish Empire.
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and the missionary one of the East Frankish Church (Passau to 
Moravia, Rcgensburg to Bohemia). Occasionally, however, it also 
expanded at the expense of its opponents, whereby in addition to 
the fierce military conflicts, there was also the ecclesiastical-
political clash between the Roman bishop and the Patriarch of 
Constantinople, and in the short term even between the Pope and 
the East Frankish episcopate."

Christianity had penetrated Moravia by the turn of the q. 
century at the latest. century at the latest, where there were also 
stone churches a few decades later. Excavations in Mikuléice, the 
metropolis of the Great Moravian Empire, have uncovered five 
churches inside a huge 6-hectare fortress dating from this period. 
And on the site of the rtind zoo Hek- tar outer castle, there were at 
least five churches within the fortified areas of noble courtyards.

Naturally, the Slavs used violence to defend themselves against 
the threat of religion and feudal oppression, whereby their 
resistance grew and the wars became increasingly harsh and cruel. 
The actual goal was: expansion of power and exploitation, the 
"colonization work". They wanted to make the Slavs dependent 
and make them pay interest. Christianization" served more or less 
as a pretext, as a disguise.
"The mild work under the banner of the cross was to ennoble the 
bloody work of the sword. The Bavarian church was particularly 
capable of achieving this high goal ..." (Aufhauser).

The decisive ecclesiastical escalation came from Re- gensburg, 
from its royal palace and bishop's see (where Bohemian princes 
and lords were held as covens) and from the Re- gensburg 
cathedral monastery.

Even before 835, the Frankish border commander (prefect) 
Radbod was already operating as far as Lake Balaton. In 8ya, the 
Synod of Mainz still states "a raw Christianity among the 
Moravian people" - but where has Christianity been, politically 
speaking, since Constantine?
"the coarse - not coarse! In the second half of the q. century, the 
new religion already became a -ideo1ogical cornerstone- (Nova) 
of the Great Moravian state¡ which was an anony-
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The hagiographer discreetly describes it thus: -The Moravian 
empire also began to expand its territories more and more and to 
defeat its enemies ...- In the beginning of the io. century
The whole of Bohemia became part of the diocese of Regensburg: 
in 973, Prague became a bishop's see and was placed under the 
archbishopric of Mainz. Until the High Middle Ages, however, 
many Slavs wanted nothing to do with Christian priests.
know. And as late as the Id. century, Prague synods turned against 
the most diverse pagan customs.

Under Mojmir, the Great Moravian Empire encompassed 
Moravia and Slovakia; however, it apparently recognized the 
sovereignty of its powerful neighbor, even though in the 1940s the 
pagan party constantly raised its head against Christianity, 
especially against the close union with Bavaria, which Moravia 
was forced to do at times. In general
Louis had been much more active again in the east since 4i. when 
the Treaty of Verdun (p. zaz ff.) strengthened his rule.

On the death of Mojmir, the Moravians rebelled, whom Louis - 
who had already attacked the Wends in 8W 4, had subjugated all 
the kings of those lands by force or in kindness (Annales 
Bertiniani) and had killed a prince - fought again and again. He 
may have been encouraged by the fact that dukes from Bohemia, 
which was under pressure from Moravia, appeared in Regensburg 
at that time and
were baptized. In any case, he invaded in August 4, deposed 
Mojmir and, in order to consolidate his supremacy, transferred 
Mäh-
rens led by Rastislav (84 - 7 ), Mojmir's nephew. And he, 
presumably having become a Christian, now had to take in 
German and I t a l i a n  missionaries.

Thus Louis created order, report the Annales Fuldenscs, and 
"regulated the circumstances as he pleased ... From there he 
returned home through Bohemia with great difficulty and 
significant loss of his army." This reads briefly, clichéd, almost 
formulaic - who sees people crep- ing along the road in the flesh . 
. .?

Further moves by Louis to Bohemia follow, with his second 



son, Louis the Younger, making his first appearance. Ab bove 
majori discit ... And the incursions continue until 8yo: 8d8
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for example, when, as the king was ill, "quite a few counts and 
abbots, together with their numerous troops, were sent off and 
war was started with the enemies who were trying to make 
peace", while
-was shamefully defeated, as its own chroniclers admit. Many 
Franks fell - the "Fulda Yearbooks" speak of a "constant 
bloodbath". And the rest -returned home to their fatherland very 
humiliated. But paganism from t h e  north damaged Christendom 
according to custom, and it grew more and m o r e  in strength, 
but to tell this in more detail would cause weariness (Annales 
Xantenses)."

However, as is so often the case, Christianity was suffering 
from a severe famine. The former abbot of Fulda, the 
Metropolitan of Mainz Hrabanus Maurus, is said to have fed 
more than three poor people at the time, according to the Fulda 
annals and
tell among other things: -An almost starved woman with a small 
child came to him and wanted to be revived by him, but before 
she crossed the threshold, she collapsed from weakness and 
breathed her last. And when the boy pulled the dead mother's 
breast out of her dress, as if she were still alive, and tried to 
suckle, he caused many who were watching to sigh and weep.

This is reported by the annalist for the year of the Lord 8yo. In 
the next section he writes that King Louis once again
"severely oppressed and, after destroying the crops and taking 
away all hope of a harvest, tamed hunger more than by the 
sword."

A n n -  when a new famine had already begun, a large synod 
called by the king to Mainz and held under Hraban insisted, among 
other things, on church property and tithes (but allowed the 
concubinage of unmarried people as it did not contradict the 
monogamy law). After the council, however, the Moravians were 
converted to Christianity on a makeshift basis.

Prince Rastislav, however, did not want to be a submissive 
vassal in the long term, did not want to be the constant recipient 
of orders from the King of France. Rather, he sought to shake off 
his sovereignty. Indeed, he, whom Louis the Teutonic had un- 



dertaken as duke.



The LunwiG-Sirrz

turned out to be the main opponent of the Bavarian Empire. And 
so the "Annales Bertiniani" write somewhat laconically at the end 
of their annual report 8yy: "Louis, the king of the Germans, was 
troubled by the frequent apostasy of the Slavs.""

And the other side?
In the spring of that year, the church was invaded again. Erwa 

at the time when Mainz was shaken by twenty earthquakes and 
many houses were burned, when even the church of St. Kilian the 
Martyr was struck by lightning or, according to the Fulda 
yearbooks, by the "heavenly f-egg". According to the Fulda 
yearbooks, the church of St. Kilian was struck by lightning or, 
according to the Fulda yearbooks, by the "heavenly f-egg" and 
went up in flames (of all things - while the clergy were singing 
vespers") and soon afterwards a terrible storm even destroyed the 
church walls "from the ground up", In the spring of 8yy, a strong 
force of Louis advanced against Rastislav, with several bishops 
fighting at the head of a Bavarian contingent, albeit in vain. And in 
the summer, Louis himself arrives in Moravia, although he too
-with little edolg", "without victory-. "But his army raided a large 
part of the province with plunder and fire and completely routed a 
not insignificant number of enemies when they tried to enter the 
king's camp." Rastislav had retreated into a strong entrenchment, 
which Louis did not dare to attack, allegedly to spare his troops 
(the well-known field commander sensitivity!). And when he 
marched off victoriously, Rastislav in turn plundered the Bavarian 
border territories.

In 8yä, however, the king was already fighting in the east 
again, losing a large part of his army in the process. In August, 
the Daleminzians had first been bloodily defeated with the 
combined might of the army, and from there they roamed "the 
land of Bohemia", capturing several Bavarian counts and 
numerous troops in the process. But the very next year, they were 
once again operating in Bohemian territory. It is the year in which 
a bolt of lightning "like a fiery dragon" now tears apart St. Peter's 
Church in Cologne, kil l ing two clerics and one layman (each 
precisely next to an altar: St. Peter, St. Dionysius, St. Ma- ria) and 
six other worshippers, who were, however, killed.



"barely torn" (Annales Fuldenses) - as early as 8i7, Bi-
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Otgar, Duke of Eichstätt, with other greats, again conquered 
Bohemia. At the same time, a second army attacked the Sorbs 
and a third under Louis' younger son of the same name attacked 
the Obodrites, against whom he also marched in 86s, without 
achieving anything, except that he once again lost some of his 
greats" (Annales Bertiniani).

In August 8 4, "the Germans once again crossed the Danube - 
with a strong crew -, besieged Rastislav in Dowina and forced 
earth and hostages from him and his nobles in the manner and 
number ordered by the king" (Annales Fuldenses). Anno
domini 8öq, however, after the Slavs had risen up against their 
oppressors from the Danube to the middle Elbe and devastated 
Bavarian and Thuringian territory, the Franks immediately 
advanced eastwards again with three armies under the sons of 
Louis, who had suddenly fallen ill: the man of the same name 
with Thuringians and Saxons against the Sorbs, Karlmann with 
the Bavarians against Svatopluk (Zwentibald), the nephew of 
Rastislav, and the youngest son Karl with Franks and Alemanni 
against Rastislav himself.

The sick king commended the outcome of the matter to the 
Lord, and so nothing could be lacking. With the troops 
entrusted to him, Charles attacked the entrenched Moravian 
prince, and there, the Fulda Yearbooks report, "trusting in 
God's help, he burned down all the houses in that region; 
whatever was hidden in the woods or buried in the fields, he 
found with his own and plundered it, and chased away or 
killed all those who clashed with him. In the same way, 
Karlmann ravaged the kingdom of Zwentibald, Rastiz¡'s 
nephew, with fire and sword, and after the whole country had 
been devastated, the brothers Karl and Karlmann came together 
with mutual congratulations on the victory that had been 
granted by heaven."

In the meantime, the youngest, Louis, had also defeated the 
Sorbs in two battles, partly defeated and partly chased away 
their purchased Bohemian auxiliary peoples, and so everything 
returned with rich booty. A happy year for the East Franks,
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This was true, especially as Gundacar, an apparently particularly 
disloyal vassal of (indeed also disloyal) Karlmann, had reportedly 
fallen at the time. Thus, after King Ludwig's uplifting message, 
the old people praised the Lord together for the downfall of the 
destroyed enemy, under the ringing of all the church bells in 
Regensburg ...""

After all, Rastislav was able to successfully fend off East 
Frankish attacks for a long time, as he already had powerful castle 
centers that have been proven by sources and archaeology. 
However, this stabilization not only deprived Great Moravia of 
the Frankish Empire, but also of the Frankish imperial church, 
whose bishops and abbots were often themselves at the head of 
their soldiery.
teska in the east: 57 Bishop Otgar of Eichstäti. 7* Bishop Arn 
of Würzburg. 7> Bishop Arn of Würzburg, Bishop Liutbert of 
Mainz and Abbot Sigehard of Fulda, 8qz again Arn of 
Würzburg.

Of course, it was clear to the Moravian that military luck alone 
could not save him from his strong neighbor in the long run, as 
his country was also in the clutches of the Frankish-Bavarian 
church. He realized that he could not shake off Western 
sovereignty without ecclesiastical liberation. He therefore 
skillfully exploited the geopolitical power play in the Danube 
region and the Balkans, where the equally aggressive Bulgarian 
Khanate was also active alongside the East Franks and the very 
hegemony-conscious Byzantium.

However, while Louis the German even joined forces with 
Bulgarians in his attacks on Rastislav, whose khan also requested 
Frankish missionaries (p. 2.2.I), Rastislav alternately fought in 
alliance with Czechs, Sorbs, Frankish counts and even with 
Louis's son Karlmann.

Power obviously usually strives for more power, political, 
economic, religious, perhaps any power. Thus, the East Frankish 
border counts were repeatedly tempted to rebel, among them the 
most powerful of the Ostmark, Prefect Count Radbod, who 
was the actual ruler there for two decades. He stood right next 
to Count Ernst, who
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but also raised his voice, as did many a frontier gmf on his side. 
And probably in connection with his indignation

54 King Louis 8y6 gave the Ostmark, the 'marca orientalis', now 
called this for the first time, to his son Karlmann."

... AND AGAIN CATHOLIC RESIDENCE 
AGAINST DE1'4 CATHOLIC VxTBR ...

Although these sons of a good Catholic father were of course all 
brought up as Catholics and were all surrounded by high-ranking 
Catholic clergymen, they presumably all knew the Fourth 
Commandment: Thou shalt honor thy father and mother, all stood 
up against the father, and not just once. Of course, dynastic battles 
in the Frankish Empire had a long tradition. And Louis the 
German in particular must have b e e n  reminded time and again 
of his own rebellious youth ...

The first to rise in 86z was the eldest, the thirty-year-old 
Karlmann (u 3 88o), ruler of Bavaria and Carinthia - like Regjno 
of Prüm, the somewhat younger contemporary,
He is not only "very excellent" and "devoted to the Christian 
religion", but also "peace-loving"; whatever Abbot Regino may 
have understood by this. For only two lines later he also praises 
him with all the innocence of his religion and his spiritual status: -
he waged many wars together with his father and even more 
without him in the realms of the Slavs and always carried off the 
triumph of victory¡ he increased and extended the borders of his 
realm with the sword ...- But, as is usually the case in such cases, 
it will simply be like this: precisely because Karlmann was peace-
loving, he had to wage so many wars, he had to increase and 
extend the borders of the realm with the sword and, however -
mild" to his own, -be "terrible" (terribilis) to his enemies.

However, Karlmann, -in the order of the Reichsan-
opportunities" (Regino), had, greedily apparently
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The king, who had sought power from the outset, not only 
repeatedly fought the Frankish counts in the East, but also 
prepared his rebellion well, and, peace-loving as he was, had 
m a d e  peace with Rastislav of Moravia, the enemy of his 
country, in order to wage war against his own father. And with 
the help of the Moravian, he seized a large part of his father's 
realm as far as the Inn" (Annales Bertiniani).

He was supported by his father-in-law, the powerful Count 
Ernst, "the first among the nobles" e@qt first among the king's 
friends", along with his entire entourage, several other counts and 
Abbot Waldo. Count Ernst had also fought in Bohemia in the past 
and had brought an East Franconian
kish-Bavarian army, and 8Js '-  he again as
-ductor- of the warriors marching against the Bohemians. Now
but Count Ernst probably lost his fiefs because of his disloyalty. 
Louis also deposed the count's brothers Uto and Berengar and 
their brother Abbot Waldo, who went to Charles the Bald. And 
Karlmann's alliance with Rastislav cost the Slav prince Pribina his 
life. The prince sacrificed him to the Moravian; his son Kozel 
became the successor to Pribina's principality on Lake Balaton.

However, Karlmann himself, who had taken a large part of his 
realm from his father with Rastislav's support, was given this part 
of the realm back after his submission, but had to swear an oath of 
security to the senior 86s in Regensburg. He swore to him -not to 
undertake anything with malicious intent against his rightful 
authority-, but -the official report remains somewhat unclear- 
cared little about this, so that Louis marched against him with an 
army in 863 -to bcforce his son- (Annales F-ulderises). He was 
betrayed by his best troops under Count Gunakar. By giving up 
the Schwarzafurt on the Semmering, he opened up access to 
Carantania (Carinthia) for the king, and so the traitor of the 
defrauder gained this margraviate.

Karlmann again swore oath of submission, remained in 
Regensburg f o r  m o r e  than a year; in -freedom," from which, 
however, he left in 86d
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again escaped, whereupon he again became a renegade until he 
was finally reconciled with his father. He even handed over the 
"King of Moravia" to him at the beginning of the 8th century, and 
Louis the German later had him blinded in a very Christian 
manner and made to disappear in a monastery (p. zz8)"

In these high-born Catholic circles, betrayal was as power- and 
career-enhancing as it was natural. You can see this again in 
Karlmann's highest political dignitary, his arch-chaplain and arch-
chancellor, the Archbishop of St. Peter.
schof Thietmar of Salzburg (8y@ 7) -Carlemagne based his 
political plans on Thietmar" (Schur). However, in the conspiracy 
of the Bavarian greats, including the bishops, especially against 
Karlmann's son Arniilf, Archbishop Thietmar 8yq,
during the lifetime of the seriously ill Karlmann, to Louis III.
about.

This second son of Louis the German, Prince Louis (III the 
Younger, c. 83y-88s), was ruled by East Franconia, Saxony and 
Thuringia. After an early apostasy, he had already committed 
himself in 86a "with the heaviest oaths-- (districtissimis 
sacramen- tis) to remain faithful to his father in the future" 
(Annales Bertiniani), for which he was rewarded with a county 
and the abbey of St. Crispin. However, the younger Louis then 
instigated three rebellions against his father: 866. 7* Ufid

73-
But after all, Ludwig III's advisor, the head of his

Court Chapel and Court Chancellery, none other than Liutbert, 
"Noble Archbishop of the City of Mainz" (863-88q). The "Fulda 
Yearbooks" call this nobleman a "peace lover", perhaps because
-* 74 the Sorbs and Siuslers on the other side of the Saale in the 
middle of winter already -by plundering and burning, without 
fighting ... back into the old bondage. But the Mainz Metro
politically also wield the sword quite well, about 883 -not less 
Normans, 88y -very many- strike down - admittedly also carrying 
-Holc of the Holy Cross" again.

None of this is mutually exclusive.  On the contrary. And so the 
city of Mainz's noble head shepherd, also known in the annals of 
Fulda as
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-patient, humble and benevolent, on the one hand the court chapel 
and court chancellery of Louis, who had revolted against his 
father three times. On the other hand, in 866 he himself took 
cruel revenge for an uprising in Mainz in which a number of 
his people perished. -Some were hanged on the gallows, others 
had the tips of their hands and feet cut off and their sight taken 
away, and some who abandoned all their possessions to escape 
death were banished (Annales Fuldenses).

The prince and his bishop were crude natures, but certainly not 
beyond the bounds of Christian custom. And of course the 
Church under Louis the Younger (III)}, "this ambitious and 
violent ruler, ... was involved in the affairs of government and 
remained a faithful helper in the king's politics in war and peace" 
(Schur).

In 865, Louis the German had just reconciled with his eldest, 
Karlmann. And in the very next year, Louis the Younger - by 
simultaneously inciting the Wends Restiz to plunder as far as 
Bavaria, so that he himself, while his father or his loyal followers 
were damaged in those regions, could carry out his plans 
unhindered (Annales Bertiniani). Prince Louis also included the 
counts deposed by his father, some of whom had gone over to 
Charles the Bald, in his plans and urged Rastislav in particular to 
"promote this conspiracy without refusal" (Annales Fuldenses)."

And the second and third rebellions of Louis III took place in 
association with Louis the German's third son, Prince Charles 
(III).

PaiNz a r (KnISER URL . THE DICicc)
IM FIGHTING EVIL SPIRITS

7- the two brothers occupied the Speyer Gau together with a -not 
small number- of people' the next year they broke with their father 
and in the following 7i
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on the occasion of an imperial assembly in FranMurt. Yet they 
had only just sworn at the Imperial Diet in Forchheim, in the 
middle of Lent, "in the face of the whole army", to remain 
"faithful to the king for the rest of their lives". And now they went 
to Frankfurt - full of unhappy gratitude, the (g)eichnamige 
(Ludwig) and Karl, in order to establish a reign of force, to violate 
their oaths, to rob the father of the kingdom and to send him to 
prison (Annales Xantenses).

Prince Karl, the youngest, was apparently not up to the nervous 
strain. He suffered an epileptic seizure - or in the language of the 
time: it happened publicly - a great miracle: the evil spirit entered 
Charles before everyone's eyes and tormented him terribly, with 
miscalled sounds - (eumque horribiliter discrepantibus vocibus 
agitavit). (In parenthesis: Christianity - thank God - was well 
acquainted with evil spirits and their defense from the very 
beginning and throughout antiquity.
traut: 3 Q ff.! And even more recently, such an "evil spirit" had 
been found from Mainz in an orr near Bingen, the farm
Caputmontium, "Berghaupten", with priests, relics, crosses, and a 
"holy" orr.
The latter had been fighting against the king with prayers and 
holy water for three years and was only checkmated when he had 
destroyed almost all the buildings with fire: Annales Fuldenses).

As for Prince Karl, who after all was Emperor Karl III.
the Fat Man was once again to rule the entire empire of 
Charlemagne for a short time, six of the strongest men were able 
to tame him at the Diet of Frankfurt, and he threatened to "bite 
those who held him with an open (!) mouth (aperro ore)".

Whereupon a second miracle soon occurred (for a miracle 
seldom comes alone): on the very same day, gifted men of God 
drove out the "malignus spiritus" again - with particular success 
the pious Archbishop Rimbert of Hamburg-Bremen (not 
coincidentally the favorite disciple of his predecessor, St. Ansgar, 
the papal legale among Danes, Swedes and Slavs). But then the 
king, bishops and other noble people brought



The same Charles confessed with a loud voice in front of many 
listeners - a third miracle - that he had been handed over to enemy 
violence as often as he had conspired against the king (Annales 
Fuldenses). And finally another miracle: the elder brother threw 
himself at his father's feet instead of throwing him into prison.

Catholic family life at the highest level. As always, lesson well 
learned: if there is no other choice, you crawl to the cross.

Above all the family quarrels of the ruling house, however, the 
murders against the Moravians had continued until Zwentibald 
called for a halt at the Imperial Diet in Forchheim ( 741 <m. He 
would remain loyal to the king all the days of his life and year 
after year.
year to pay the fixed interest, "grant him only a quiet and peaceful 
life" (qtiiete agere et pacifice vivere), '6

A quiet !nld peaceful life . , . Perhaps, who knows, sometimes 
even the Holy Fathers in faraway Rome would have wished for it. 
But they couldn't do it for themselves, each other or anyone else.





CHAPTER 3

the papacy in the middle of the q. 
century CENTURY

-fight manfully against these enemies of the holy faith, 
against these opponents of all religions! - Pope Leo IV (8qy

) 
before a battle against the Arabs'

-For the Almighty knows, if one of you should perish, that he 
has fallen for the truth of the faith, for the salvation of his soul 
and for the defense of the Christian land. For this reason, he 
will receive the aforementioned fiefdom - eternal bliss - Pope 

Leo IV in a letter to
the Franconian Hetr-'

The forgery of the Pseudoisidorien {um 8Jo) has -the 
position and the reputation of the Holy See in an 
unprecedented way gehnb<n- {Manfred Hellmann), it was -
the most welcome mcosr- gift that the pspsrtum has ever 
crhslten- (Walter Ulfmann), the -most -reliable forgery in the 
history of the church- go8c)sichce- (the Catholic papal 
historian Hsns Kühncr),
-the biggest falsification of history" $eSuit GroLz)'

-He commanded kings and tyrants and ruled them by his 
prestige, as if he were the lord of the earth's crust - Abbot 

Regino of Prüm on Pope Nicholas I. *i®71





According to the official annals of the empire, the Roman state 
had "fallen into great confusion" due to the misconduct of several 
popes. After the death of Charles 1, St. Pope Leo III had 8iy, a 
year before he himself died, mercilessly condemned hundreds of 
people to death (p. yy f.). His successor Stephen IV appeared in 
Reims the next year with a forged "crown of Constantine" (pp. yq 
f.). On the death of his successor Paschalis I, a restrained, harsh 
pope, there were such tuniulae that the planned burial in St. 
Peter's had to be canceled and the body had to remain unburied 
for the time being (this pope, too, was nevertheless canonized, but 
his feast z9d3 was abolished). The election of his successor 
Eugene II (8z¢-8ay) was followed by months of unrest, as the 
nobility and clergy had put forward two competing candidates. 
After that, at least the elections of the next two
s Holy Fathers: Valentine (August-September -7) and Gregory IV 
(8a 8¢¢)'.

SRRGiosII
OR'...SO €UTTMR CAN"

Pope Gregory's death was again followed by violent acts. Before 
the nobility could even raise their hands, the people had seized the 
papal palace and placed the diocese of John in the coveted chair; a 
good fortune that he only enjoyed for a short time, apparently just 
one day. Then
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The nobility drove him out of Lateran, crushed the opposition and 
made an old, gout-ridden archpriest pontifex ma- ximus. Sergitis 
II (8¢ -89y), who had his rival imprisoned in a monastery 
(nothing more is known about his fate), was a representative of 
the upper class and supposedly the fifth pope from the House of 
Colonna, which the Holy Spirit seemed to favor. The imperial 
authorization, required according to the Constitutio Romana of 
8zq (p. 6¢ ff.), was hastily dispensed with.

Thus the exasperated Lothar I sent his son Louis, shortly before 
enthroned as viceroy of Italy in Pavia, and Archbishop Drogo of 
Metz, the "natural" son of Charlemagne and half-brother of Louis 
the Pious, with a Frankish army against Rome. It raged through 
the Papal States as mercilessly as if it were waging war, and it was 
supposed to be a punitive expedition. But the old pope knew how 
to tame the young king, almost to humiliate him, perhaps helped 
by a coincidence: the horror of a knight in the royal retinue who 
fell into convulsions on the steps in front of St. Peter's. After a 
week-long synodal investigation, Sergius* election was at least 
confirmed. However, he had to recognize that the pope-designate 
could only be consecrated after the emperor's order and in the 
presence of his emissaries¡ he had to swear an oath of allegiance 
to Lothar and crown and anoint the young Louis as "King of the 
Lombards".

But Sergius didn't want to put up with everything: when it came 
to

the unity of the empire, the unity of the West, if one of the three 
ruling brothers broke the "unity united in faith in the Trinity" or if 
one of them
-If you follow the "author of discord", then, the Pope threatened, -
we will endeavor to chastise him a s  best we can, with God's help 
and according to the principles of canon law.

Sergius II reigned for only three years. The simony was as 
obvious as the nepotism. Pope's brother Benedict became Bishop 
of Albano: an unscrupulous, power- and money-hungry man, 
who, although ill, was extremely strong-willed, energetic, and a 
great deal of energy.
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gically, probably took the reins out of his hands, who, through 
bribery, gained the position of an imperial envoy in Rome, was 
awarded bishop's chairs for top prices, as well as other church 
offices; probably everything atich - -as well as we can ..."

Such news from Roman Clementine circles was probably 
intended to exonerate the Pope himself. In any case, when in 
August
4 about seventy-five Saracen ships appeared at the mouth of the 

Tiber, when allegedly i i ooo men with Joo horses attacked Rome 
on the right bank of the Tiber, completely destroyed St. Peter's 
Church outside the Aurelian Wall and the Basilica of St. Paul.
and dragged everything that had not fled into captivity, "even the 
monastery inmates, men and women" (An- nales Xantenses), 
contemporaries saw this as providential retribution for the 
rampant corruption in Rome. Of course, the divine punishment 
was by no means accepted idly. On the contrary, they resisted it, 
throwing Franconian troops against the invaders, militias from 
Spoleto, the Campagna, fleets from Naples and Amalfi. And when 
some of the raiders perished on their stormy journey home along 
with their booty, it was easy to recognize the punishing hand of 
the Lord.

THE " V"  IKAN BECOMES THE STELL -
A HL. POPE Ars FzswNGSBAUMEISTER

After the attack, the believers were upset by the defeat, the 
misfortune at the hands of the Saracens and the pagans. Why 
wasn't St. Peter better defended? A capitular assigns the blame to 
the sins of Christendom and mentions as a remedy: writing 
against one's own evils, against carnal offenses and theft of 
church property! In addition, Lothar I had donations collected 
throughout the empire along with a special tax for the restoration 
of St. Peter's Church and its protection, to which the emperor and 
his brothers also contributed "not a few pounds of silver".
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In the meantime, Sergius 11 had died. On the day of his death, 
his successor was elected, a Roman who had been educated at an 
early age in the Benedictine monastery of St. Martin's and was a 
"knightly religious" (Lexikon für Theologie und Kirche). ES was 
Leo
IV (847* i ), who was consecrated pope after an 'interpontificium' 
of six weeks, again without the papal papacy that had existed 
since 8z
necessary imperial approval. Allegedly, the crisis triggered by the 
Arab pirates did not allow for a delay¡, but the oath of allegiance 
was taken later.

This Holy Father achieved fame, which continues to this day, 
so to speak, as a master fortress builder. He transformed Rome's 
suburb on the right bank of the Tibculus, the entire Vatican 
quarter, into a fort - a plan that had already been in place under 
Leo III, but was only carried out by the fourth Leo. In years of 
work, as it is said, always supervised by himself on foot or on 
horseback, he reinforced the old city walls, created new 
fortifications and thus became the creator of the civitas Leo- nina, 
to which he modestly gave his name: Leostadt; between the years 
8¢8 and 8yz with a wall almost forty feet high and 
correspondingly thick and reinforced with ¢ towers. The pope also 
had other places fortified; the Centumcellae of the Romans, 
today's Civitavecchia, was strongly fortified and also named Leo- 
polis after himself. (In keeping with this self-effacement, in his 
bulls h e  regularly prefixed his name to those of the recipients and 
no longer gave the princes the usual title dominus).

Leo's armament consumed material and numerous labor slaves, 
which cities and monasteries of the Papal States, domains and 
militias had to detach. But the papal bulwark cost enormous sums 
of money, money which, as the papal biographer completely 
omits, was extorted from the Frankish Empire on the orders of the 
very accommodating Lothar - with the effect that all this benefited 
the pope's reputation and his position vis-à-vis the emperor! At the 
inauguration of the city of Leo
• *7- June 8yz, during a procssion (by seven carinal bishops), 
much holy water was poured onto the fortress belt of the Holy



 

and much more blood in the centuries that followed. This is 
closely connected anyway.

The plundered St. Peter's itself, however, was lavishly 
refurbished. The main altar was fitted with gold plates set with 
precious stones; each one weighed 6 pounds; a golden cross 
studded with pearls and emeralds weighed 1,606 pounds, and a 
silver ciborium above the altar weighed 1,606 pounds. Since St. 
Paul's and many places of worship, even in the provinces, were 
also sumptuously adorned, one can consider how immensely rich 
the church was, for which people were already collecting 
everywhere at that time - because of its poverty, as is still the case 
today ...'

FOR THE FIRST TIME A POPE GUARANTEES
FOR nes CRcIPE IN THE WAR OF THE HiuMEL REICH

It is understandable that the "Sons of Satan" appeared again at the 
mouth of the Tiber from Sardinia in 49, long before St. Leo's 
fortress was built. After all, they had seen what was in these 
temples of Christ, what was in St. Peter's alone. "The idea
does not suffice to grasp the wealth of the treasures accumulated 
there" (Gregorovius).

The Holy Father hurriedly mobilized the armies of Naples, 
Amalfi and Gaeta - the first league of southern maritime cities 
in the Middle Ages - joined by the warships of His Holiness, 
the Vicar of Christ. And even he himself came. He did not come 
to fight: he said Mass, blessed the battle fleet, gave the 
warriors Holy Communion on the day of battle and then 
prayed. He then prayed on his knees: "God, who raised Peter, 
who was walking on the waves, from his sinking, who pulled 
Paul out of the deep sea when he was shipwrecked for the third 
time, hear us graciously and, for the sake of the merits of both, 
give strength to the poor of these believers who are fighting 
against the enemies of your Church, so that the victory won 
may bring glory to your holy name among all peoples.
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The high priest eagerly urged his fighters on: -"Fight manfully 
against these enemies of the holy faith, against these opponents of 
all religions!" For Good Messengers, the preachers of love for the 
enemy, this has been an indispensable business for centuries. In 
response to the Bulgarians' question about war during Lent, Leo 
said that war is always the result of diabolical cunning and should 
be avoided without necessity. -But if it cannot be avoided and if it 
is in defense of the fatherland and the paternal laws, one can 
undoubtedly prepare for war during Lent."

Before the naval battle at Ostia, however, Leo IV had already 
promised his butchers a heavenly reward in the event of their 
death - the earliest anticipation of the indulgence of the Crusades, 
a promise with which many Holy Fathers lied their way through 
the ages. Here it happened for the first time that a pope 
generously guaranteed heaven to all those w h o  died for "the true 
faith, the salvation of the fatherland and the defense of 
Christendom".

So the affair was a complete success. It was not so much the 
Catholic naval cities of Naples, Amalfi and Gaeta, including the 
papal galleys, as a storm, which the larger ships of the Christians 
survived, but drove the lighter ships of the enemy to the bottom. 
The pious believers, however, cut down the shipwrecked men 
wandering unarmed on the coast, hanged them on gallows in 
Ostia so that their numbers would not appear too great, or dragged 
them in chains to Rome, where they served as war slaves to build 
the Vatican fortress and the whole thing was celebrated as a 
miracle of the Prince of the Apostles.

In general, they now had a patent remedy for their own 
dependents. And so, in 8yz, during Louis 11's campaign against 
the Saracens in southern Italy, Pope Leo issued an appeal to the 
Frankish army, again unceremoniously guaranteeing entry into the 
kingdom of heaven to a n y o n e  who would succeed.
-For the Almighty knows, if one of you should perish, that he is 
standing for the truth of the faith, the salvation of his
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soul and for the defense of the Christian country. That is why he 
will receive the aforementioned reward."

The Holy Father also received his reward: he became a saint -
and its feast day i-7 July) has since been abolished. Well, the 
Moor has done his duty. And ingratitude is the world's reward. At 
the very beginning of his pontificate, Leo had a
He worked a grandiose miracle, namely he freed Rome from a 
monster, a basilisk (a gruesome mixture of dragon and rooster, a 
mythical creature with a deadly gaze, the proverbial basilisk 
gaze!) On another occasion, he extinguished a devastating 
conflagration simply by praying and making the sign of the cross 
...

The Leo IV of history (which also includes this gigantic 
flooding of the globe with legends and lies, which perhaps made 
history more than anything else, this delusion, according to 
Friedrich Schiller of Christianity as a whole, -which captivated the 
whole world-), Leo IV, was a Pope who was resolute and 
confident, who wanted to rule over all the churches of the world, 
to have the supreme decision over all of them. But he not only 
acted imperiously against his confreres, influential prelates, the 
Patriarch Ignatius of Constantinople, the Etzbishops Hinkmar of 
Rheims, John of Ravenna, the Cardinal Priest Anastasius, who 
soon became antipope. No, he was at odds with the princes, 
especially with the young emperor, Lothar I's eldest, the protector of 
the Roman churches.

KnISBR Lunwic II. (8yo-871l
A1'i THE FOLLOW-UP QUESTION

Louis II, born around 8z, had reigned as his father's sub-king in 
Italy since 8qo, where Pope Sergius II had crowned him king of 
the Lombards on z June 8Jd and Leo IV had anointed him co-
emperor in Rome in 8o. He ruled there independently and
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was able to stabilize the country, in which bands of robbers 
attacked pilgrims and merchants on the open road and even 
plundered entire villages, all the more so as he renounced the 
northern Alpine lands of the Middle Kingdom in favour of his 
brothers, Lothar II and Charles of Provence, after the death of his 
father.

Louis II was thus able to consolidate his rule over Rome and 
the Papal States, and it is understandable that relations with Leo 
IV were often strained, as evidenced by his very sparse 
correspondence. On one occasion, Leo did not want to see the 
emperor's envoys for security reasons, on another occasion a papal 
legate was murdered and on another occasion he himself had three 
imperial plenipotentiaries sentenced to death - after all, under his 
predecessor Paschal I, two high-ranking Frankish-oriented 
officials were executed in the Lateran almost "like lèse majesté 
criminals".

There were of course anti-Frankish sentiments and 
ambitions in Rome, perhaps even highly treacherous contacts 
with Byzantium. In any case, there was no trust between the 
pope and the emperor. From 8 , the year of Leo IV's death, 
Louis II was sole ruler. sole ruler. And from 86o - to summarize 
his life in brief - the emperor was also able to assert his rule, at 
least temporarily, in the long-independent Lombard principalities 
of Benevento and Sa- lerno; finally, after
siege of several years, 7- even take Bari, the seat of the Arab emir 
(p. k*7)

Of course, Louis II, the fourth Carolingian emperor, was only a 
partial ruler of Italy who was not even able to conquer all of 
Lower Italy. Adelchis, the Prince of Benevento (d.

7 ), who fought for his independence first w i t h  the Franks, then 
with the Byzantines, and then with the Saracens, before he was 
forced to succumb to a conspiracy by his own clansmen.
Louis' temporary imprisonment heralded the decline of imperial 
power in Italy. Ultimately, however, this emperor in southern 
Italy was less the victim of unstable political conditions than of 
certain dynastic ones (p. z*7 f.).



Leo IV's time in office also saw a scandal of its kind
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of almost unprecedented proportions and consequences. After all, 
it was a spiritual forgery which, in the Christian Middle Ages and 
b e y o n d ,  which were full of frauds and deceit and 
unscrupulousness, outshone almost everything except the 
"Donation of Constantine" (IV 3qi ff.).

THE PSEUDOISIDORIC DECORTALS -
^DIB FOLGENREICHSTEx FxLSCHUNGBN T HAT HAVE

EVER BEEN DONE ...*

Admittedly, the pseudoisidoric forgeries were rightly called 'the 
most important forgery of the Carolingian period', but by no 
means an exception (Dawson); for the Catholic clergy had long 
been forging to the devil's content (111 i. ch. IV 3q3 ff.). For the 
Protestant jurist Emil Seckel (d. z9z¢), perhaps the best 
connoisseur of the pseudoisidoric decretals, these are "the boldest 
and most magnificent forgery of ecclesiastical legal sources that 
has ever been undertaken"; for Johannes Haller "the most 
audacious, the most momentous forgeries that have ever been 
ventured"; indeed, the outstanding papal histo-
riker (d. aITi*4  II.•947)  branded it as "the greatest fraud in world 
history".

As late as the q. Hinkmar of Rheims suspected the forgery, 
perhaps recognized it, but, apart from individual pieces, did not 
uncover it. After all, the venerable archbishop of Rheims - who, 
as one of the most important advisors to the West Frankish kings, 
especially Charles the Bald, not only played a significant role 
politically, but to whom we also owe a lively literary output, 
including - above all - legal opinions rich in material 
(Schieffer) - forged the church prince himself with great 
virtuosity almost non-stop. And this even with apparent 
justification, as he did not want to be the victim of other 
ecclesiastical forgeries, not least the pseudo-Isidoria.
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And there was forgery all around. Hinkmar's predecessor, Ern- 
bishop Ebo (d. 8J i), also forged. Hinkmar's nephew, Hinkmar the 
Younger, bishop of Laon, who was educated at his court and 
initially supported by his uncle, also forged. He was even the first 
to advocate pseudoisidoric forgeries on a large scale and was 
probably in contact with the forgery workshop. He thus provoked 
a sharp dispute with his uncle and
Charles the Bald and was deposed in 7-, but was partially 
rehabilitated seven years later.

Despite early doubts about the authenticity of the colossal 
Catholic amount (as early as the q. century; in the id. by the state 
theorist Maisilius of Padua, who was condemned as a "heretic"), 
the hoax was considered genuine throughout the Middle Ages, but 
the earliest fundamental proof of the forgery was provided by the 
Ma8deburg centuriators in their first Protestant church history 
(i§$ 1574), which was financed by the Protestant princes.
Theologian (and later professor of history in Amsterdam)
David Blondel i6z8. Like no other before the iq. He distinguished 
the genuine from the false with admirable acumen, although there 
were still pious defenders of forgery at the time.

In general, even after they were uncovered in the eighteenth 
century. For a long time, Catholics often did everything they 
could to minimize, gloss over and almost celebrate them. They 
spoke of "legend",
-poetry" or, like Cardinal Bona (d. - 7'), used to "keep an eye on 
the higher purpose of science" (Mast), of "pious bedding". It was 
also a fraus pia- for
the famous Catholic theologian Johann Adam Möhler (d. x838). 
He praised Pseudoisidor as a very pious, devout, virtuous man 
who was genuinely concerned about the welfare of the Church. 
And for Möhler's colleague Rofihirt, too, Fseudoisidor in I8qq 
was not at all a falsifier in the true sense of the word, but "a lover 
of canon law", whose unholy deceptions had no other purpose at 
all "than a scholarly, scientifically historical, namely the greatest
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the greatest possible completeness of a collection of canon law 
sources".

Catholic Ltiden knows that this collection is "full of lies and 
deception", but this only applies with regard to earlier times. For 
the 9th century, in which it was written, it contains "mostly a 
truth", even in its falsifications. It did not establish a new canon 
law, but only pronounced it,
-which was already founded in the souls of men- gave them "a 
direction ... and shortened the way to the goal. But it is the 
perfect papal rule, wherever it wants to go ..." And perfect 
papal rule is, of course, always a good thing, regardless of how 
it comes about. And
For what. Wilhelm Neuss also says o f  the learned crooks that 
their intentions were obviously good.
Still other Catholics distinguish, in the way that characterizes 
them, between the "noble" and the "common" forger¡ whereby 
noble is always the one who forges for the Church, common the 
one who forges outside of it or even against it. Recently, 
however, even the Jesuit Grotz has described the pseudoisidoric 
decretals as the greatest falsification of the law in history. 
Because in the meantime,  word really got around ..."

The pseudo-Isidoria originated around 85o (not before47  *nd
not after 8yz) in the West Frankish Empire, perhaps in Sens or 
Tours, probably in the archbishopric of Reims. They wanted to 
strengthen the power of the bishops and the pope vis-à-vis the 
state, and as they had no or insufficient legal basis, they simply 
created them, falsified them. However, the clerical scoundrels 
(probably a Plco- nasm) passed off their huge hoax as the work 
of the church teacher Isidore of Seville, who died in Seville in 
636. He was one of the most famous early medieval authors, 
indeed the most respected saint of the West since Augustine. He 
was also known to have left behind an extensive book of law, and 
so these legal forgeries were regarded throughout the Middle 
Ages as a genuine product of Isidore and had a corresponding 
effect by virtue of his authority.
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The scope of this criminal act is so extraordinary that the 
manuscripts and fragments that have survived to this day would 
comprise several thousand pages of text if transferred to normal 
book octavo. It is probably not the work of a single individual, but 
of an entire theological forgery scene, a group of well-informed 
West Frankish clerics,
-The first of these were obviously reformers for whom the 
previous state church law in the Frankish Empire did not suit, but 
who h a v e  remained unknown to this day, despite all research. 
Undoubtedly well-read and legally and archivally trained, they 
more or less skillfully patched together an enormous amount of 
material, combining the genuine and the forged.

The pseudoisidoric complex consists of four large groups:
i) The Hispana Gallica Augustodunensis, the falsified edition 

of a collection of Spanish canons of the y. century. century.
z) The Capitula Angilramni, a collection of genuine and 

spurious conciliar, papal and imperial laws, allegedly given by 
Pope Hadrian I (77*W9J) on ip September 7 6 to Bishop 
Angilram of Metz, a shepherd of souls who died in 7 i on a 
campaign of Charles I against the Avars. The purpose of these 
chapters of Angilram corresponded to the endeavors of the
Frankish prelates to make charges against them as difficult as 
possible and to subject them only to an ecclesiastical court, as it is 
well known that one crow does not peck out the eyes of another. 
The ca- pitula Angilramni, which thus simply amount to the fact 
that popes and bishops are not indictable, that they, as Catholic 
Hans Kühner writes, "can allow themselves ahe deeds", thus 
extend the great Symmaehian forgeries from the 6th century (II 
j@I ff.).

3) The Benediktus Levita, an enormous accumulation of royal 
and imperial decrees from Pippin to Louis the Fromman, a 
compilation of capitularies in three books by
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A total of Z7>- chapters, of which a good three-quarters are 
forged or falsifiedl Ecclesiastical regulations were here, in order 
to cover them by state authority, rewritten as Franconian imperial 
laws of the recent past, and by an alleged Mainz deacon 
BenediCtUS É€VltR47  'm alleged
commissioned by his archbishop Otgar as a continuation of the 
official
recognized collection of capitularies of the abbot who died in 833
Ansegis issued by Fontenelle (St. Wandrille).

4) The Pseiidoisidoric Decretals (Decretalcs Pseudo-Isi- 
dorianae), the most extensive and important collection among all 
four groups, because they have become the most influential and 
edolg
an anthology of papal letters and council acts from the end of the 1st 
to the 8th century, from about qo to 73*. Under the cunningly 
created appearance of ancient authenticity, it is intended to be a 
complete canonical law book of the Catholic Church. The decretals 
of the popes of the first centuries from the alleged Klernens to St. 
Miltiades (i***3*4) were falsified in an unbroken sequence, the 
decretals from St. Silvester I (3i -33J) to St. Gregory I ( 7 5W3*)
partly forged. Disguised by inserts, one has a
long series of council resolutions, from the highly famous 
Nicæum (3zJ) t o  the thirteenth Synod of Toledo (683). It is 
particularly remarkable that the clerics included an even larger 
forgery in their enormous forgery: the -'Donation of Constantine-, 
in all probability the product (of the chancery) of Pope Stephen II, 
committed a century earlier (in detail: IV boy If.).

The whole piece of world history consists of around ten 
thousand quotations, excerpts, not always skillfully mixing the 
true and the false in a mosaic, but even the false is not completely 
fictitious, but rather pieced together from real texts by popes, 
synods, church writers, with many omissions, additions and 
changes. After all, t h e r e  are more than a hundred forged and 
falsified papal letters, mostly from the first three centuries, 
when Roman Decretals were not even known. Imperial decrees 
from the y. year
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hundred, for example of Theodosius II, appear as papal 
ordinances of the i th century, passages from the Synod of Paris 
(8zq) appear verbatim in a text by the Spanish Doctor of the 
Church who died almost two centuries earlier.

"There is hardly another example in all of history of such a 
completely successful and yet so clumsily constructed fiction." 5o 
once wrote the church historian Ignaz von Döllin$er (who, after 
his excommunication
tiOfl 7* supported the Old Catholic Church without formally 
joining). Pope historian Seppelt, on the other hand, speaks of a 
"great forgery" prepared with "great prudence" and "in its way a 
great forgery". Pope historian Kühner calls it
the "most successful forgery in the entire history of the church."

b} 2back

As the purpose of their volume, which contained all kinds of 
liturgical, dogmatic, moral, edifying effusions, the deceivers 
themselves called the systematic collection of the widely scattered 
sources of ecclesiastical law¡ a bald-faced lie, of course. Rather, 
since the old law was useless for the clergy, their intention was to 
create and enforce new law and, above all, t o  enormously 
strengthen the power of the bishops both vis-à-vis the state and 
vis-à-vis the great influence of the metropolitans.

In this way, the possibility of accusing bishops is to be severely 
restricted, their condemnation and deposition made extremely 
difficult, practically impossible. They, who are pan- gyrically 
referred to as "eyes of the Lord", "supreme priests", "saints",
-Gods, etc., no layman, not even a lower clergyman, not even a 
subordinate, who is threatened with dishonor and 
excommunication for this, may accuse, especially not in the 
case of
secular courts. If it did happen, 7* incriminating evidence was 
required, which in fact virtually ruled out the conviction of a 
bishop. Also, only a judgment approved by the pope was to be 
passed on him.
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the church synod. The competence of secular judges is 
completely eliminated. For not only the people, but also the 
princes are subordinate to the bishop. They have to obey him, as 
is emphatically demanded, since he is above all princes and is 
only to be judged by God and the Pope or his authorized 
representative, which is often repeated.
will.

What the bishops benefit from is, of course, especially your 
bishop of Rome. And indeed, he benefits the most from the 
monstrous clerical sham. For the fullness of power belongs to him 
alone. He is not only a priest, but also a king. And if the episcopal 
dignity is already above the royal, the papal dignity is even more 
so. In the words of Pelix 11, the pope is "as it were the head of the 
whole world". That is why the forgers even give him the right to 
abolish state laws.

But if they still subordinated the power of kings to the pope, 
t h e y  recognized him all the more as the "dictator" in the church. 
They insisted that the pope was the sole legislator and judge of the 
Church, that without his permission neither a metropolitan nor a 
synod could make any valid decisions, that no synod could 
convene without his authorization, etc. Indeed, according to the 
spiritual crooks, the popes of the earliest times already possessed 
legal powers that not even their much later successors had.

St. Leo IV already used the forgery that gave him Reini
clerics in whole or in part. St. Nicholas I also u s e d  it much more 
frequently as a legal code. He used it from the year 86d because 
he quickly grasped its enormous advantages for the Roman See. 
He therefore declared the authenticity of a work that Archbishop 
Hinkmar of Reims recognized as a forgery as soon as it appeared, 
but this in no way prevented Hinkmar from repeatedly using it 
himself as soon as it came to his attention."

In the long run, the pseudo-isidoric decretals were most useful 
to the papacy. Of all the pseudo-isidoria



 

 

They had the strongest historical impact and were probably the 
most widely distributed opus in all medieval collections of canon 
law. It was used time and again to support and increase Rome's 
power. The popes themselves naturally insisted on it. Nicholas I, 
Hadrian I, Gregory V, Leo IX, Gregory VII and others exploited it 
for political purposes. Gregory's infamous "Dictatus papae" is 
largely based on this unholy hoax. It was fully received in the 
investiture controversy; it played an extraordinary role in the battles 
between emperors and popes of the ii. and ia. centuries. Century 
an extraordinary role. The forgery, writes Manfred Hellmann, 
raised the status and reputation of the Holy See in an unexpected 
way. It was "the most welcome gift," says Walter Mlmann, "that 
the papacy has ever received. Especially as it knew how to profit 
most from it and to deprive the bishops, who were perhaps even 
more favored by the deceivers, of this advantage.

The influence of the Pseudoisidoric Decretals on the Church 
and canon law, enormous since the early High Middle Ages at the 
latest, was great until the iqth century. The infallibility dogma of 
Pius IX, for example, benefited enormously from this dazzling 
work, which is why even after x8yo, centuries after the definitive 
exposure of the grandiose fraud, the Pope expressly praised 
authors who continued to adhere to it! (Pius IX was deservedly 
canonized. The first step towards Pius IX's canonization iq8J was 
t h e  official recognition of his "heroic virtue" - Catholic bishops, 
Catholic church historians and diplomats once declared him stupid 
and crazy: see my Politics of the Popes in the zo. Century I *3 )

However, the legendary pseudo-isidorial prank continues 
almost to this day, right up to the Codex Iuris Canonici of iqiy, 
which, for example, reserves the sole right to convene an 
ecumenical council to the pope. A)s iq6z John XXIII convened 
such a council, he was able to rely on no fewer than six references 
in the CIC - three from the Pseiidoisidoric Decrees, three of them 
derived from them."



But since there is nothing more important to the preachers of 
the hereafter than money and property in this world, the great 
forgeries are not least also about tithes, services on Sundays and 
holidays, the protection of church property, and the inalienability 
and non- alienability of spiritual property. Whatever the clergy 
once had, fields, books, houses, clothes, rivers, etc., all movable 
and immovable property, became church property and any 
encroachment on it was punished with excommunication, loss of 
all dignities and the most severe penalties before the secular 
court."

AxASTASUS IBLIOTHRCARIUS 
OR A COUNTERPOPE DRBÖMERT

Leo IV, during whose term of office the Pseudoisidoric
forgeries, had used them. When he died on -7 J- ' *is, they wanted 
to replace him with the cardinal priest Hadrian. However, as this 
was a rare case in papal history
Perhaps because he thought he would have better chances later 
(which, if he had been right, he would have been), the majority 
now voted for Benedict III (8J5-8y8), a native of Rome.

Cardinal Benedict had already been led in solemn procession to 
the Lateran and the electoral decree, signed by the clergy and 
nobility, had been sent to the emperor with a request for 
confirmation. However,  a group loyal to the emperor had chosen 
the highly noble, highly capable and even highly educated 
Cardinal Anastasius (Bibliothecarius) as pope: not only, 
according to Wattenbach, -a learned man and clever leader-, but 
also the son of the rich Bishop Arsenius of Orte, whom 
Anastasius himself (in a letter to Archbishop Ado) incorrectly 
calls uncle (as Catholics of the zo. century, Seppelt for example; 
others ignore the fact).

Cardinal Anastasius, however, was in contrast to the last pope
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and apparently stayed away from his Roman church for five years 
for fear of revenge. As a highly intelligent rival who was as 
influential as he was knowledgeable, he was bitterly opposed by 
Leo IV almost throughout his entire pontificate and was 
excommunicated, banned and deprived of his life at several 
synods at the end of 85o and in May, June and December 8$3 - a 
condemnation immortalized in St. Peter's with a picture and 
commentary.

Anastasius had found protection in the domain of Emperor 
Louis II, who had repeatedly refused to hand over the fugitive, 
which the pope was constantly trying to do. And when Roman 
envoys now sought to dutifully deliver Benedict's electoral decree 
to the emperor, they were intercepted en route in Gubbio 
(Umbria) by one of the leading figures of the imperial party, 
Bishop Arsenius of Orte, Anastasius' father, and swayed in his 
favor, so that they interceded for him at court.

After Benedict's election w a s  declared invalid, but Anastasius, 
who had been officially expelled from the church, was made pope 
in Orte, probably somewhat outside of legality, he returned to 
Rome accompanied by imperial envoys, where many initially 
went over to his side and he received new envoys from Benedict.
III in chains. He then began his regiment in St. Peter's with the 
removal of his Schinach immortalized on the wall and the 
smashing and burning of images of saints, even smashing the 
figures of Christ and Mary with an axe (after all, he was an 
excellent student of church history). He then had the doors of the 
Lateran broken down, sat in the papal chair and ordered his 
opponent, who was enthroned in another chair in the basilica, to 
be replaced.

This task was accomplished by Bishop Romanus of Bagnorea. 
He forced his way into the church with a crowd staring at him 
with weapons, pushed Benedict from his chair and tore off his 
papal vestments, maltreating him in the process. However, thanks 
to the people's favor and a reorientation of the emperors, the 
maltreated man was able to put them back on after three days of 
general fasting.
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Pope Anastasius was deprived of his insignia, driven from the 
palace with abuse, but merely transferred to house arrest by the 
imperial missi. Yes, Benedict did restore the document of curses 
in St. Peter's, but he readmitted the pope to the church, albeit only 
as a layman, and gradually he rose to astonishing heights once 
again.

Benedict's successor, Nicholas I, made Anastasius abbot, 
giving him the management and income of the Monastery of the 
Blessed Virgin in Trastevere as a small compensation for all the 
misfortune he had suffered at the hands of Mother Church, but he 
also appointed him as "a kind of secret secretary", as a consultant, 
especially in Byzantine matters, whereby Anastasius took the 
opportunity to destroy incriminating material in the papal 
archives."

NIKOmus I. - A POPULAR PFAUENRAD,
*... AS IF HE WERE THE MASTER OF THE EARTH'S

ICE"

Nicholas I (8j3- 7) was the son of a cleric and grew up in the 
Latcran, so to speak. He won under three popes, Ser- gius II, Leo 
IV and Benedict III, whose first advisor he was already
was becoming increasingly influential. And when Benedict 
died and the carinal priest Hadrian refused to stand for election, 
Nicholas took the place of the deceased pope, and, as the Annales 
Bertiniani, the most important continuation of the imperial annals 
from 8zq, report, "more as a result of the presence and favor of 
King Louis and his crowns than through the choice of the 
clergy."

Emperor Louis 11 had l e f t  R o m e  shortly before Benedict's 
death, but then returned immediately and helped the deacon 
Nicholas to satisfy his ambition. And Nicholas immediately 
returned the favor in his own way by paying a farewell visit to 
Louis, who had once again left Rome. Surrounded by clergy and 



nobility, he had his
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They lead the Emperor's horse by the reins for a short distance, 
are then entertained in his tent, given rich gifts and, on departure, 
perform the humiliating stratagem once again.

This is how proudly this pontificate began.
Allegedly, Pippin III had already celebrated the humiliating 

ritual in his palace of Ponthion in January 7J' towards Stephen 11 
after his winter crossing of the Alps. But the
Frankish source (the Annales Mettenses Priores) knows nothing 
of this. Rather, it shows the pope and his followers in sackcloth 
and ashes pleading on the ground before Pippin..., which is also 
suggested by other reports (IV 38o).

In the meantime, however, the balance of power had changed.
The Roman prelates had risen to the top, not without their 
help. A great deal of violence, feuds, wars, enslavement and 
fraud had contributed to this. So-called rights were won, 
privileges, immunities, the glorious regions of the 
ecclesiastical state were crooked, from Ravenna to Terracina, 
land and sea forces were recruited, the greatest forgeries in 
history were perpetrated, the notorious Donation of 
Constantine, the hardly less notorious pseudo-Isidoria, which 
Pope Nicholas in particular was already making use of, and 
which involved those supposedly huge land donations even more 
explicitly.

Nicholas I (g --g°7), whom Catholics like to call "the Great", 
which always promises a lot, Leopold von Ranke does not 
accidentally include him among the men who are -as
a system that has come to life. And this speaks almost more.

After all, Nicholas followed on from other greats, from the 
papal ambitions of Leo I, Gelasius I and Gregory 1.

Leo, who, with the obligatory modesty of his peers, br ings the 
Pope closer to Christ and God, the
-eternal high priest-, like him and like the Father" (II z 3 ff.)! To 
Gelasius I, who, although "the least of all men", publicly 
presented himself again and again as the -apostle Peter-,



 
 

who places the auctoritas of the pope above the potestas of the 
emperor and demands that the emperor must also carry out the 
orders of the papal see, the "angelic see", and bow his neck to it 
"piously" (II 3x  ff.)  To Gregory I., who again humbly refers to 
the fact that Holy Scripture -calls the priests sometimes gods, 
sometimes angels-, but to which even his successor, Pope 
Sabinianus, -addiction to his own glory- VO£Wifft (IV i6 t UJ).

Now the claims, the pretensions of his "great predecessors" 
were nothing but fanciful dreams, not in the least covered by 
history, especially as shown in volume 11. Nicholas, however, 
was by no means merely picking up on the greedily longed-for 
imperial power - already, without naming it, making use of 
pseudo-Isidoria, but rather he weightily summarized what had 
previously been dispersed and even increased it insistently 
dictatorially, though hardly with his own head, but with that of his 
brilliant closest colleague Anastasius (Bibliothecarius), who had 
been gaining influence since srI/gr e d e r  and who 
apparently formulated many of the very highest letters.

Pope Nicholas now fully developed the papal primacy of 
jurisdiction that had only begun to emerge with Leo IV. He 
demanded comprehensive power. If everything had been given to 
the pope by the Lord, then nothing was missing that he had not 
given him". (If is not only, as Hebbel thinks, the clearest of all 
words.) And no one could, since given by God, diminish the 
"apostolic throne's prerogatives. Nicholas now recognized the 
popes as -princes of divine power-, humbly called them again "the 
princes over the whole earth" and the whole earth simply -the 
Church-, yes, for the first time he called his peers "God's 
representatives". The pope cannot be judged by anyone, not even 
by the emperor, but he can judge everyone, including of course 
the councils, the states and the rulers. For even if they have a 
certain independence, they have to allow themselves to be 
governed by ecclesiastical principles, both in foreign and 
domestic policy, they have to keep any harm away from the 
Church and obey its orders.
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The authorities are required to enforce the measures taken by the 
church on pain of earthly and eternal punishment, 
excommunication and hell.

Not enough. If the secular power is not obedient to the 
Church, it is the believers' damned duty and obligation to 
disobey the secular power themselves. For now never - until 
today! - the Pauline commandment: Be subject to the 
authorities! No, now their old trick applies: you should obey 
God more than men - and God, always to inculcate, are
- in praxi - them! Everything must dance to their tune. You 
can only deal with the secular authorities as long as they are 
with the Church, at least not against them, because then it 
becomes a grave injustice that can never be on the papal side, 
because God is there! So when they invoke justice, they 
basically mean the same thing as when they invoke God - 
themselves! -Behold cu-, writes Pope Nicholas to the kingdom of 
the Franks, -whether they rule according to law, otherwise they 
are to be regarded more as tyrants than as kings, whom we must 
resist and oppose more than be subject to them."

Wai Nicholas I, whom some - after around a hundred 
predecessors

- the first pope, a theocrat, a forerunner of papal world 
domination? This is controversial among interpreters. But it forms 
a kind of bridge to Gregory VII, to Innocent III, even if many of 
the relevant quotations are by no means original and the letters 
were mostly shaped by Anastasius, not only formally, but also 
intellectually; however, this is not uncontroversial."

The imperious demeanor of this pope, his emphatically 
monarchical and authoritarian style, is certain. -He commanded 
kings and tyrants, writes Abbot Regino, "and he ruled them by his 
appearance as if he were the lord of the earth (dominus orbis 
terrarum)." In fact, the pretentious pontiff profited from the 
continual erosion of imperial power, the weakness of the 
Carolingians, which more than anything else allowed him to 
further strengthen and consolidate the papacy, enabling him, as 
the Catholic side enthuses, to raise it to the proud height of a 
world power that left all other powers far behind.
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For the Magdeburg Centuriators, this marked the beginning of the 
Antichrist's reign over the Church.

Nicholas, glorified and feared, claimed supreme authority and 
the irrevocability of his judgments by virtue of the authority of the 
apostolic princes Peter and Paul (cf. esp. II chap. z). Nothing 
exceeds his dignity, nothing exceeds his rights, indeed, nothing 
even reaches them. Everywhere he tries to assert the supremacy of 
his office. To this end, he collects everything that was even 
vaguely impressive from his ambitious predecessors in frequent 
repetition; what used to sound only sporadically, he gathers into a 
chorus, unoriginal but impressive. Even the Handbuch der 
Kirchengeschichte (Handbook of Church History), which was 
published with lmprimatur,  has to admit that "traditional canon 
law did not recognize a central church government such as that 
sought by Nicolaus - it was only developed as a system by 
Päeudo-lsidor. A fantastic forgery thus prefabricates the future.

However, Nicholas not only asserts and propagates, he also 
acts accordingly, pushing for implementation. And his basic 
principles, demands, refusals, his protests against any interference 
by emperors and kings in the church, his rejection of all national 
and state ecclesiasticism meant, according to Katholik Seppelt, 
"tireless, bitter struggle."

At first, Nicholas took action against the metropolitans. For, he 
claimed: -The pope has the right to regulate the affairs of all 
churches, all synods may only be convened by his order, the 
metropolitans are subject to his authority; where canon law is 
silent, he can set new law."

The metropolitans, of course, wanted little to know about this. 
Especially not Archbishop John of Ravenna (8 o-8öI), a city that 
had been a rival of Rome for centuries as the residence of 
emperors, Gothic kings and exarchs and was Italy's most powerful 
metropolis next to Rome. Its ecclesiastical princes had been 
granted an autocephaly privilege by Emperor Constans II in 666, 
but lost it again; they had then, with the help of the Carthaginians, 
vainly established their own ecclesiastical state,
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In short, the dispute over influence, territorial possessions and 
independence from Rome continued unabated. On the contrary, it 
intensified when the belligerent Archbishop John ascended the see 
of Ravenna, especially as his brother, the dux George, the secular 
head of t h e  a r e a , cooperated with him vigorously. Chief 
Shepherd John sought independence and sovereignty, claimed 
papal goods, withdrew them, extorted taxes, dismissed clerics 
who tended towards Rome, sought to prevent his diocesan bishops 
from having dealings with the pope as well as the business of the 
pope's officials, whom he shamed. Finally, he was accused of all 
manner of oppressions and abuses, including of course "heresy", 
so that Nicholas, who despised the bishop's resistance "like a 
spider's web", summoned the emperor three times, then imposed a 
suspension and an ecclesiastical ban on him. But it was only when 
the emperor also shunned the now excommunicated bishop that 
Nicholas was able to prevail, forcing John to submit, imposing 
many conditions and, not least, restitution of the properties seized 
from St. Peter - a sham peace t h a t  did not last long."

And it goes without saying that his brothers elsewhere also 
opposed St. Nicholas, especially Hinkmar of Rheims (845-88z), 
the most powerful metropolitan not only in France. He had 
dreamed in vain of becoming vicar of the pope, even of detaching 
the West Frankish Church from Rome with royal help, naturally 
under the primacy of Reims.

Archbishop Hinkmar was in open conflict with his impotent 
suffragan, Bishop Rothad of Soissons. Based on the 
pseudoisidoric forgeries, the latter wanted to retain certain rights 
or supposed rights that Hinkmar denied him. Old and new law, or 
more correctly old and new injustice, stood against each other. 
However, since Rothad, who - again in full conformity with the 
pseudo-Isidories - rejected all encroachments of secular power on 
the ecclesiastical sphere, on church property, benefices and the 
like, also had the king against him, Hinkmar set the opposing 
bishop "according to the canon laws".
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zen- in the fall of 86a and threw him into monastic custody. It 
happened
"at the martyrs' grave of St. Crispin and Crispinian near 
Soissons", reports the annalist of St. Bertin - for this period it is 
Archbishop Hinkmar himself (p. H7), and so we are not surprised 
that his brother in Christ, Bishop Rothad, figures with him "as a 
new Pharaoh" and "as a man transformed into an animal" 
(cf. 1 u§ ff, iyq ff.). However, after an exchange of brisk 
letters between Rome and Reims, Pope Nicholas obtained 
Hinkmar's submission and Rothad's reinstatement 8ö5. The most 
interesting thing about this, to use the imprimatur of the 
imprimatur of the handbook of church history: -The proceedings 
ran entirely according to the rules of the false decretals ..."

In fact, the Pope himself had not only alluded to them to 
Hinkmar, but had also described them as having been valid for a 
long time and used them to justify the conduct of the trial and his 
judgment. It is even assumed that Bishop Rothad was the person 
who brought the forgery to Rome, perhaps even one of the forgers 
- although it remains to be seen whether t h e  pope recognized the 
decretals as forgeries.

However, like all preachers of Catholic humility, Nicholas 
liked it when riian crawled to the cross before him; when a guilty 
prelate in the submissive Arr of this species craved the grace of 
His Holiness: -To Almighty God and St. Peter, and to the 
incomparable clemency of Your Highness, I commend my 
humble self, who is God's representative, and sits atif the 
venerable chair of the Supreme Prince as a true apostle ... I will 
obey your command in all things as God, in whose stead and in 
whose name you do all things.""

Disgusting.
However, if it was not to the taste of every prelate to ani- diate 

in Rome in this way, many a prince resisted unwilling high priests 
all the more. This is illustrated by the controversy that largely 
took place during the pontificate of Nicholas I, a controversy 
whose superficial moxal theological implications were once again 
b a s e d  on nothing but naked power politics.
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LOTHARS II. EHESTRIT:
ISER LOTHAR L SHARES HIS REICH

Louis the Pious's eldest son, Emperor Lothar I, died on zq. 
September 8yy in the Carolingian house monastery of Prüm (near 
Trier) with tonsure and under monastic exercises (p. im) - after 
he had united himself in wild marriage with two lei maidens in the 
last years of his life, but had only spent six days in the ascetic 
cloister.The spirits of light and darkness are said to have 
wrestled fiercely over his soul,  but the good angels 
p r e v a i l e d  through the intercession of the Prüm monks, 
richly endowed by Lothar with treasures and land (for which 
heaven shows its appreciation).

Shortly before his death, the emperor had divided his empire 
between his three sons, which further weakened the already 
weakened imperial power. The eldest, Louis II (8yy-8yy), who 
had already been sub-king in Italy on behalf of Lothar since 8¢o, 
was given this land and the imperial crown. However, the imperial 
power remained practically limited to Italy and, contrary to the 
previous view, was derived from the coronation by the pope!

Lothar's 1st second son, Lothar 11th, the middle (8yy-86q}, 
received the Carolingian homeland, the Frankish heartlands 
around Aachen and Metz with northern Burgundy, the regnum 
Hlotharii, which, later named after him, still bears his name today, 
as well as the adjacent Rhenish territory north to Friesland. 
Lotharingia, hotly disputed for the rest of the century, first by 
Lothar's brothers Louis the German and Charles the Bald, then by 
the other potentates from East and West Franconia, was finally 
won by King Henry 1 as an integral part of the East Frankish-
German Empire - not without an initial campaign, of course.

The youngest son of the emperor, Charles of Provence, an 
epileptic who was expected to have neither descendants nor a 
long life, was given Provence, southern Burgundy and the ducat
of Lyon. Bztider Lothar wanted to put Charles in a monastery as 
soon as possible, but the Provencal greats prevented this. But 
Charles died
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He died at the age of about a3 in January 863 near Lyon, and the two 
older brothers shared his inheritance; their relations deteriorated 
steadily and there were mutual, unsuccessful incursions.

Lothar II's scandalous marriage deal, which shaped Frankish 
history for a decade, is of particular importance in terms of both 
ecclesiastical and secular politics. On the one hand, it led to the 
papacy's ultimate authority in matrimonial matters, and on the 
other, it helped the East Frankish Empire/Germany to win 
L o r r a i n e ."

PBT HUCBERT - "WHORES AND HUNTING FALCONS
uxo 66oo mARtYrER

According to the testimony of Bishop Adventius of Metz, the 
underage Lothar had already been formally betrothed to 
Waldrada by his father. He was bound to her in a Germanic 
marriage of peace (Old High German: friedila, "beloved", 
"wife"), which was particularly common in the event of a 
difference in status, the marriage of the husband or the abduction 
of the wife. Immediately after his father's death, however, 
Lothar II had married Theutberga, the daughter of the 
Burgundian Count Boso, whose brother, Count Hucbert, ruled 
the Alpine passage from Italy to the Rhone valley as Abbot of 
St. Maurice, for purely political reasons, and the control of 
important Alpine passes gave Lothar a position for possible 
advances into Burgundy. The marriage remained childless, 
however, and in order to secure the duration of his empire, he 
disowned Theutberga after a year in order to marry his former 
lover Waldrada. Like Thetitberga, she was descended from 
Frankish high nobility, and according to several sources she is 
said to have been a sister of Archbishop Gunthar of Cologne. 
Even before Lothar's accession to the throne (85 y), she had 
given him a son, Hugh, and two daughters, Bertha and Gisla, 
who were later also considered his equals."
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Since Louis the Pious, and apparently under the influence of 
his spiritual advisors, certain Christian moral concepts had 
penetrated for the first time. Lothar, of course, was animated by 
a witty lifelong passion that the pious Christians of the time could 
only imagine to be the product of dark witchcraft. Regino von 
Prüm believed the king to be "inflamed by the devil", and even 
the highly learned Archbishop Hinkmar used all his knowledge 
to discuss the question of whether it could be true, as many say, 
that there are women who can be extinguished by magic, who, 
through the art of magic, can arouse unquenchable hatred 
between husband and wife and likewise kindle unspeakable 
love between husband and wife, so that the man is no longer 
able to have marital intercourse with his wife and only longs for 
other women". It goes without saying that the archbishop 
answered this question in the affirmative, even backing it up 
with a gruesome story including a whole list of sorcerers and 
magicians, especially as he knew that, as there are special 
devils for every vice, there are also special devils of fornication.

Until his death, through twelve years, Lothar struggled for 
his divorce, with the support of the two archbishops of 
Cologne and Trier as well as most of Lotharingia's chief 
priests. Of course, he occasionally made pious donations, such 
as to St. Peter's Monastery in Lyon, donations for all sorts of 
things, for the salvation of his youngest brother, who is buried 
there, for the salvation of his son Hugh, his beloved wife 
Waldrada, to atone for his misdeeds - there are many reasons to 
make monasteries and churches rich.

In order to obtain a divorce, Lothar now accused Theutberga of 
incest with her own brother Hucbert, the abbot, and also of an 
artificially induced miscarriage. The abbot committed robbery 
and murder with a "gang of criminals" all around him, was also 
known to have had his way with women and spent the income of 
an abbey that was famous for the bones of the Thebaic legion on 
"whores, dogs and hunting falcons": 66oo men were martyred 
there under Diocletian - for the first time.
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but claimed almost a century and a half later. (And a figure that 
alone exceeds the presumed number of all Christian martyrs in 
the first three centuries many times over!) But the specific 
accusation of the prelate Schürzenjäger was probably a lie. Lothar 
also undertook two campaigns against the abbot, who was safely 
ensconced in his Alpine castles, to no avail.

ERZBISCHOF Guri+ne vox Köm
VRRRAT EI1'I LIED CONFESSION SECRET

When even a "judgment of God", a "water test", in which Theut- 
bergn's representative pulled her hand and arm "unscalded" from 
the boiling water, turned out in her favor, the "judgment of God" 
was still not considered sufficient (which some even then 
considered to be a running spell, which even then was considered 
by some to be a magic spell that could be used to trick others - 
although the Church, despite the opposition of many theologians, 
tolerated the practice of this iudicium Dei, still practiced it in the 
witch trials and probably even developed new forms, especially 
the "cross-examination"). Thus, the royal archchaplain, 
Archbishop Gunthar of Cologne ( i 7 ) - who squandered the rich 
church property there, including the sacred vessels of gold and 
silver and many appendages (Annales Xantenses) in favor of his 
numerous feudal relatives, his brothers, nephews, sisters, nieces -, 
the prelate swept up the lie that Theutberga had confessed her sin 
to him in confession.

She was then condemned by a pained and shuddering 
provincial synod in Aachen in February 86o, led by Gunthar and 
the archbishops Teutgaud of Trier and Wenilo of Rouen, before 
which she made a forced confession, recorded in writing, 
confirmed orally but soon revoked: -I, Theutberga, led to my 
doom by female prejudice and weakness, tortured by the bites of 
my conscience, lay down for the salvation of my soul and out of 
loyalty to
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I make a true confession to my Lord before God and his holy 
angels. Angels, these venerable bishops and noble laymen, and 
confess that my brother, the cleric Hucbert, seduced me in early 
youth and committed unnatural fornication with my body. I testify 
to this to the best of my knowledge, neither induced to it by a 
%willing whisper, nor driven to it by violent compulsion, but 
according to the simple truth, so help me the Lord, who came to 
save sinners and promised true forgiveness to those who sincerely 
and truthfully confess their sins. I do not write anything, I confess 
the truth with my mouth, I confess it through this handwritten 
document, because it is a lesser misfortune for me, an unwise and 
deceived woman, to openly confess my guilt before men than to 
have to blush before the judgment seat of God and fall prey to 
eternal damnation."

According to Regino von Prüm, the king had tried to gain the 
consent of the Cologne prince of the church, then his arch-
chaplain, "in every possible way" and had even promised the 
great benefactor of relatives that he would marry his niece. 
According to the abbot, 4 she was brought to the court and 
married,
-as the story goes, once genotziichtigt by him {constupratur),
then sent back to her uncle to the laughter and jeers of everyone. 
But pastoral care has never been easy ...

More and more, a comedy of smears developed. The honorable 
council fathers were shocked by Theutberga's confession to tieist. 
They wanted to know from the king whether -this woman- had 
been blackmailed by him, which he denied with a sigh and a 
groan. Theutberga also assured them that she had confessed 
everything of her own free will and would never complain. She 
was then forbidden to marry Lothar, but the marriage itself was 
not annulled. However, the queen immediately disappeared into 
monastic custody in order to mourn her offense for the rest of her 
life in accordance with the wishes of the synod. In the same year, 
however, she fled to the Western Kingdom, where her brother 
Hucbert, the married priest and then abbot who fell in battle, also 
fled.



 

 

The king was already beginning to hope that he could win at least 
part of his nephew's inheritance, Lothar's land - of course only if 
his marriage to his childless wife continued, which Charles 
naturally supported. And so did his most influential prelate, 
Hinkmar of Reims, at the end of 8öo in his extensive and subtle 
essay -On the Divorce of King Lothar-.

Lothar, filled with the deepest grief, would have preferred to 
keep Theutberga's disgrace secret, but everything was already too 
widespread. Indeed, he would have kept Theutberga "of her own 
free will" had she been "suitable for marriage and not sullied by 
the pernicious stain of blood disgrace" (Reginonis chro- nica). A 
further provincial synod in Aachen at the end of April 86z (with 
the bishops of Metz, Verdun, Toul, Tongern, Unrecht and 
Strasbourg as well as the spokesmen, the metropolitans of 
Cologne and Trier) once again proved useful to the king. She 
declared the marriage to Theutberga null and void and 
p e r m i t t e d  another lawful marriage. At Christmas, Lothar, 
bewitched by magic (Annales Bertiniani), officially and solemnly 
married the concubine of his youth, and a bishop from Louis II's 
realm, Hagen of Bergamo, c r o w n e d  Waldrada queen.2 '

NixornUs I. in WMPF WITH THE
OSTFRÄNEISCHEN LPISKOPAT AND THE SER

Despite the obvious injustice done to Theutberga, the pope had 
remained silent for years, even ignoring her repeated cries for help 
- he was de facto dependent on Lothar's brother, Emperor Louis II 
(p. ryq ff.), the ruler of most of Italy, including Rome and the 
Papal States.
Only when Lothar 8äi' 4 fRit Louis came into conflict over the 
inheritance of their brother Charles of Provence did Nicholas 
(more sharply)
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against Lothar. He now commanded the entire East and West 
Frankish episcopate to a reiehsynod in Metz, which also gathered 
in June &Ö3 ZUSmeIitrat, but only Lothar's bishops. Two Roman 
legates, whom the pope called his trusted advisors, presided over 
the synod: Bishops John of Ficocle (today Cervia near Ravenna) 
and Radoald of Porto, the latter of whom had already been bribed 
by the Byzantines, as was rumored. Lothar seized the opportunity 
and bribed both. The legals then presented their lord's cries, 
sometimes not at all, sometimes falsified, and did nothing of what 
they were ordered to do according to the holy command" (Annales 
Bertiniani). The bishops thus unanimously declared Lothar's 
marriage null and void in his presence and Theutberga, who was 
not present herself, was condemned once again, which freely 
violated canon law, as absent persons could not be judged.

However, it was decided to obtain the Pope's confirmation - 
something he had not requested. With the legates traveled the two 
metropolitans, Gunthar of Cologne, who as a special connoisseur 
of the Bible and canons had provided the scriptures for the royal 
divorce, as well as the richly simple-minded, but also very noble-
born Teutgaud, to -that 5chair of the blessed Pctriis-, as Abbot 
Regino boldly claims, -who neither ever deceived nor w a s  ever 
deceived by any heresy ...""

In the meantime, the episcopate from the Western Empire had 
intervened in Rome, making new accusations against Lothar and 
even rebuking the lukewarmness of the Pope, who had only now 
learned of Waldrada's coronation. And as he believed that Charles 
the Bald was strengthening his own power, he now a d o p t e d  his 
policies. For the first time, he took a harsh stance against Lothar, 
calling his marriage criminal and initiating "disciplinary 
proceedings" against his own legates, sacrificing a former 
confidant, Bishop Ra-doald, to the new policy,

He then kept the two church leaders of Cologne and Trier, 
who had received Nicholas in the fall of 863, waiting for three 
weeks and explained them through a Roman 5ynod,
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without the involvement of a synod of bishops of the same 
province, which was contrary to all custom, deposed and excom- 
municated: completely unheard, without formal trial, without 
accusation, defense, interrogation and witnesses
- a blatant breach of the law, but accompanied by roaring 
applause. The legals of Metz suffered the same punishment.

Nicholas did not yet condemn the king. However, he 
characterized the Metz Synod as a "synod of robbers" and a 
"whore economy", the minutes of which, the "profaniim 
libellum", were torn up and burned. Of course, the pope failed to 
provide any legal justification for his judgment. However, his 
resistance made Lothar's empire an object of contention between 
the bordering powers in the East and West during his lifetime."

When the Pope excommunicated Gunthar in the summer of 
86d, Lothar, who owed him a great deal, also took away his 
archbishopric and the associated dignity of Lotharingian 
archcaplain and gave the chair of Cologne to a worldly man, 
Abbot Hugo, according to his own judgment. However, he now 
"broke into the flock of God like a predatory wolf". He was 
quickly driven out again, but only "after many of him h a d  been 
killed in this diocese" (Annales Xantenses).

Hinkmar, Archbishop of Reims since 45 thanks to the favor of 
the West Frankish king, was the only ecclesiastical prince to 
oppose this. As usual, he came from feudal circles and was 
educated in the monastery of
St. Dénis. He was considered one of the great scholars of his time, 
and while he zealously defended his archiepiscopal rights against 
the pope, he was no less eager to increase his own privileges over 
his bishops, including legal titles "which his predecessors had not 
even thought of" (Grotz p. }.).

As metropolitan of the Lotharingian bishoprics, Hinkuiar 
belonged to Lothar's bishops, but his own jurisdiction lay in the 
neighboring realm of Charles the Bald, whose leading statesman 
and most influential advisor he was. However, in order to be able 
to wield more power as metropolitan, Hinkmar sought the 
annexation of Lotharingia to the Holy Roman Empire.
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sten. He therefore had an eminently political interest in 
Lothar's marital dispute and turned it into the -cause cclebre-. 
And it goes without saying that King Charles II, quickly 
sensing his advantage, was full of sympathy for Theutberga's 
misfortune and strictly opposed to Lothar's divorce because his 
childless marriage guaranteed him a large inheritance.

Not only did he take in Theutberga, who had escaped from her 
monastic imprisonment, and gave her exiled brother Hucbert, the 
philanderer, the most famous abbey in the country, St. Martin's in 
Tours, but he also finally denied Lothar ecclesiastical communion 
and even cast doubt on his kingship. And Archbishop Hinkmar 
naturally made himself his master's mouthpiece, sought his 
advantage more and more in the advantage of his king, denounced 
Lothar's actions, sometimes indignantly, sometimes with scorn, 
and wanted the decision to be made by an imperial synod.°

The two reprimanded archbishops, however, hurried angrily to 
Benevento, where Emperor Louis II was currently stationed with 
an army. His initially good relationship with the Pope had long 
since cooled. So he set off for Rome "stunned with anger" and 
clashed with a procession of supplication, prophylactically 
ordered by Nicholas, along with other processions and the decree 
of general fasting, to convert the imperial mind. The pope did 
not go to meet the prince as usual. And his henchmen beat the 
supplicants, maltreated the clergy, tore church flags into the 
dung, smashed crosses, including the cross of St. Helena with 
alleged pieces of the cross of Jesus. They looted, broke into 
churches, demolished houses, committed atrocities against men 
and women; there were injuries and deaths. And when the 
noble Carolingian departed from Rome after a few days, his 
troops left behind not only robbed and destroyed homes, but 
also desecrated churches, raped nuns and other women ... And 
the Catholic majesty went to Ravenna and 
c e l e b r a t e d  Easter there ..." (Annales Bcrtiniani).

The Pope, to whom all this is probably very welcome
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had secretly fled to St. Peter's and fasted there strictly for two or 
three days. He waited calmly, playing the martyr a little. Then the 
heifisporn emperor gave in, disturbed by a death, his own illness 
and bites of knowledge.

"LISTEN MR. POPE NICOLAS - - .* - 
CROWNED VULTURES AND PAPAL 

CHANGE OF FRONT

The two archbishops of Cologne and Trier, however, now cursed 
Nicholas I, -who calls himself pope, counts himself among the 
apostles as an apostle and wants to make himself emperor of 
the whole world'-. They accused him of "pomposity", "slyness", 
"tyrannical raging", "truthfulness", even "a kind of robber 
synod with closed doors", which had produced a "cursed 
judgment", "a cursed, important work of power". And since 
Nicholas refused to accept their own, they now deposited, 
through Gunthar's brother, Bishop Hilduin of Cambray, who 
had been deposed by the pope, and a swarm of armed men on 
St. Peter's tomb, this astonishingly brazen indictment, 
"diabolical and hitherto unheard-of chapters" (Hinkmar), 
beginning with: -Hear, Mr. Pope Nicholas ...", slaying one of 
the tomb guards and making their retreat with drawn swords."

Later, of course, the two rebels became much less vociferous 
and died as exiles in Italy, Thietgaud in 868, Gunthass in 7-, 
striving again and again in vain for their restitution.

Pope Nicholas, however, for whom the two bishops were not at 
all so

wrongly accused of acting as emperor of the whole world, incited 
the Frankish prelates - unimpressed by Romans -3 - to disobey 
their king. He proclaimed,
which the Catholic Middle Ages still liked to return to, the



Right of resistance against uncomfortable rulers, against vices and 
tyrants: He excommunicated 8ö6 Waldrada "in divine zeal", 
according to the Fulda Yearbooks, "together with all her 
accomplices, participants and patrons", threatened Lothar with a 
ban as well and rejected the divorce request of the extremely 
intimidated Theutberga as well as her longed-for entry into a 
monastery - unless the king also committed himself to celibacy! 
"Because you gave in to your bodily urges and gave in to lust," 
the pope once wrote to him, "you have fallen into a lake of 
wretchedness and are lying in a pool of excrement." This is a 
fairly accurate reflection of the sexual morality preached by the 
Church throughout the centuries, which Roberto Zapperi summed 
u p  in the cuneiform formula:

-Everything t o  d o  with sexuality is dirty. As things w e n t  
f r o m  bad to worse for Lothar, his uncles now grabbed the spoils 

they had long been waiting for. Lothar's only legitimate heir was 
his brother, Emperor Louis, who Lnthar visited in Benevento 

shortly before his death. However, in May 86d, Charles the Bald 
and Louis the German concluded an unusually shameless 

"division treaty" over Lothar's land at the burial place of Louis the 
Pious, the monastery of St. Arnulf of Metz. In the presence of 

several archbishops and bishops from both the western and 
eastern kingdoms, they agreed to share the expected increase - in 
true brotherhood - in equal parts, incidentally on the territory of 
the victim; and of course they also promised the Roman Church 

protection and protection. However, Lothar, whose kingdom was 
threatening to fall to his two uncles, immediately concluded an 

older special alliance with Louis the German in Frankfurt, which 
seemed to pay off for Louis, as he immediately sought to mediate 
with the Pope and also found support from his own bishops, who 

even praised him as a war hero.
because he had just driven out the Normans.

But Pope Nicholas persevered. From his sickbed, two weeks 
before his death, he sent relentless letters to the north and died on 
November 13, 7 -after many labors for Christ ...-^
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His attitude, which was in line with church doctrine, earned 
Nicholas great fame ever since. Leaving aside, of course, the fact 
that no pope or bishop protested when Charlemagne dissolved his 
marriage and entered into a new one, Nicholas' actions were 
obviously motivated by explosive political reasons. Since he 
hoped to gain more power from Charles the Bald, he changed 
fronts, moving from Emperor Louis II to Charles and, to use the 
language of later times, turning an imperial pope into a French 
pope. He gave the West Franconian the prospect of becoming 
emperor, he deliberately favored his plans for the inheritance of 
his nephew, indeed "he showed Charles the possibility of laying 
his hands on his empire during Lothar's lifetime" (Haller). 
Although Charles the Bald, bribed by Lothar by ceding the rich 
abbey of St. Vaast, had temporarily switched sides, he quickly 
r e t u r n e d  to the pope's side."

The following should also be considered.
At the time, marriage was still far from having the future status 

it would have in the church. Although the Catholic moral 
theologian Bernhard Hä- ring, in Volume III of his moral 
theology "The Law of Christ", sees marriage as having been 
"founded in paradise" on just one page, he fails to provide us 
with any biblical source evidence when referring to "the 
elevation of marriage to a sacrament" by Christ. In fact, 
monogamy had been adopted from paganism - like everything 
that was not stolen from the Jews! - and did not bother with 
marriage for hundreds of years. Even Nicholas I did not 
demand a corresponding church ceremony. It was not until the 
High Middle Ages that the spouses declared their consent before 
the priest. And it was not until the i6. century did marriage 
become a regular sacrament.

It will therefore hardly come as a surprise that the bishops in the 
Frankish Empire had nothing to do with marriage problems in 
legal terms and did not particularly want anything to do with them 
for a long time. When Ludwig the Pious assigned the settlement 
of a dispute between two spouses to the Synod of Bishops of 



Attigny (8za), the bishops were not particularly interested in 
dealing with it.
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the bishops entrusted this to the laity, who were to decide 
according to secular law! According to Wilfried Hartmann, it was 

apparently still taken for granted in the Frankish Empire around 
86o "that marital disputes belonged before a secular court". It was 
only in the later p. century that the prelates had sole jurisdiction in 
matters of divorce, having also won this right.2 ' While Nicholas I 

w a s  still on his last legs, the church treasury was plundered by 
one of his relatives, the magister militum Sergius. And Duke 

Lambert of Spoleto and Prince of Capua took advantage of the 
mourning to make a coup in Rome at the end of 8 7.

palaces, churches and monasteries, and to abduct the daughters of 
the nobility.

lead. The attacks and acts of violence were such that many fled 
the city.

Vox F ILIENIDYLL UHTER PxPST ADRIAN
UP TO THE UNUSED FOD EISER L DWIGS IÏ.

"FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRISTMAS

After the pope's resignation, an unusually fierce election 
campaign had begun, contested in particular by the imperial party 
and the rival Nicolaitans, the followers of the last pontiff, with 
arrests and excesses of all kinds; apparently also again with the 
ambitions of the former antipope Anastasius. In a general flurry of 
activity, he not only removed and destroyed files incriminating 
him from the papal archives, but also blinded a personal enemy 
who had sought refuge in a church.

Finally, a hardened 7-year-old priest ascended to the coveted 
throne. Hadrian II (867- 7*), already named as a candidate for the 
papacy in 5J uftd 8y8, was a scion of Bishop Talarus of Minturno-
Gaeta, from whose reputation he probably benefited.
seemed. Moreover, the one-eyed Holy Father, who also walked 
with a limp, was said to have miraculous answers to prayer. 
Before his consecration, he had married Miss Stefania and had a 



daughter with her.
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The family had children with unknown names, perhaps sons, and 
then led a happy family life in the papal palace.

This came to an abrupt end on io. March 868, when one of 
Bishop Arsenius' sons, Eleutherius, who had demanded to marry 
the Pope's daughter, who was already engaged elsewhere, 
abducted and raped her and her mother Stefariia, the Holy Father's 
wife, in the middle of Lent. As if that were not enough, when 
Emperor Louis intervened at Hadrian's call for help, the 
disappointed son of the bishop murdered both women in his st and 
was himself stabbed to death. Bishop Arsenius, apparently not 
uninvolved, fled Rome and died soon afterwards. In a letter to 
Hinkmar of Reims on March 8, 868, two days before the murders 
reported above, Hadrian had called the alleged instigator of the 
crime, antipope Anastasiiis, the brother of the murderer, his most 
beloved Anastasius, reinstated him as a priest and made him 
librarian of the church. Now he deposed him again as a cleric 
without interrogation, witnesses or defense and excommunicated 
him.

- AND THE RESURRECTION OF AJ'4ASTASIUS:
Clay Wage S ß. - A -COURT OF GOD'

The condemnation of Cardinal Priest Anastasius took place at 
the Roman Synod of ia. October 8ö8 on the basis of the most 
severe inspections: Attempted disestablishment of the emperor and 
the Roman Church, robbing the papal palace after the death of 
Nicholas I, sending synodal decrees against him under Leo lV 
and Benedict III, involvement in the abduction and murder of 
Hadrian II's wife and daughter. The pope hurled other 
accusations in Anastasius' face at the synod and declared: -In 
the end, however - as many of you have heard with me from a 
certain priest Ado himself, who is even related to him, and as 
has also been revealed to me in other ways - he acted in flagrant 
ingratitude against
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the favors we have done him, sent a man to Eleu- therius and 
asked him to carry out the murders (exhortans homicidia 
perpetrari). Alas, they are done, you know it." Indec, by the end 
of the year 86q, Anastasius was once again the Pope's advisor, or 
at least he was once again the librarian of the Roman Church, 
which sheds a strange light on the Holy Father."

To support his papal power over bishops, the deeply pious, but 
not particularly strong Hadri- an had invoked numerous church 
falsifications right at the beginning of his pontificate, precisely zi 
Sätac, all of which originated from the pseudoisidoric forgeries 
(p. z8i ff.).

Admittedly, he was not of the same caliber as the man who 
voted for him. He wavered, maneuvered, released Waldrada 
from the ban, albeit with reservations, but on the basis of mere 
assurances, and easily gave Lothar, who therefore gave many 
gifts, gold and silver, on i. July 86q in Monte Cassino. After all, 
the king had affirmed (and his entourage confirmed) that he no 
longer had any contact with Waldrada. Even "his accomplices 
(fauto- res) took communion with him from the hands of the 
pope"; among them even the deposed Archbishop of Cologne 
Gunther, -the author and operator of this public adultery"; he, 
however, after making a special declaration -before God and 
his saints ..." (Annales Bertiniani).

On the journey home, during which his entourage was killed by a 
plague, the

Lothar was also struck down by a fever in Lucca and died on 
August 8, 86d in Piacenza - a "judgment of God", as it was 
generally believed, because of the perjury committed in Monte 
Cassino. The king was buried in the small monastery of St. 
Antonin outside the city. But Theutberga, who is said to have 
soon visited his grave, at least generously endowed the monks 
there so that they prayed for her husband's peace of mind 
(because everything has its price here!), ended her life as abbess 
of the monastery of St. Glodesinde in Metz, which was richly 
endowed by Lothar. And her rival Waldrada became a nun in 
Remiremont on the Moselle."
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Charles the Bald, throughout his life one of the most greedy, 
unfaithful, cowardly and noble princes of his time, had barely 
heard of the unexpected death of his nephew Lothar Il when he 
set off for Lotharingia, contrary to earlier agreements.

The situation was favorable: Lothar was dead, his son Hugh 
was illegitimate and still a child; Louis the German was seriously 
ill in Regensburg. And his sons, as befitted good Christians, were 
able to fight against the Slavs: Prince Louis (III) fought the Sorbs 
with the Saxons and Thuringians, Prince Charles with the 
Bavarians against the Moravians, Prince Charles (111th) 
represented the sick king with Frankish and Alemannic troops, 
who was in the hands of the Saxons.
"God recommended the outcome of the matter. Emperor Louis, 
however, Lothar's brother and next heir apparent, was not only far 
away, but also hardly available. For over three years he had been 
fighting the Saracens in Lower Italy, where he had finally 
surrounded Bari, their stronghold in Apulia, on the land side and, 
with the help of a Byzantine fleet of on ships that had just 
appeared, had also sealed it off f r o m  t h e  sea side.

Charles the Bald, on the other hand, who had been closely 
following all of Lotharingia's affairs for years, especially Lothar 
II's marriage process, was right on the doorstep and could rely on 
the complicity of several episcopi, Hatto of Verdun, Adventius of 
Metz, Franco of Liège, Arnulf of Tou1 and others, for the raid 
that was about to begin. He was also accompanied by Archbishop 
Hinkmar and two of his suffragans, which allows the conclusion 
that he "supported" the usurpation plan "from the beginning" and 
"largely" directed the raid (Reinhardt).

In Atiigny, some Lotharingian bishops and grandees urged 
Charles not to cross the border. However, another legation invited 
him to conquer Metn as quickly as possible, where Adventius was 
bishop, who now acted just as diligently for Charles as he had 
previously done for Lothar. Without hesitation, the Ag-
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gressor. In Verdun, the local bishop and the bishop of Toul paid 
homage to him, in Metz other prelates. And on q. September 86q, 
Adventius celebrated Charles in St. Stephen's Church as God's 
chosen successor and rightful heir. Adventius never tired of 
repeating the magic word God, the savior in need, to make it clear 
to everyone that this was about nothing but God's will to make the 
present Lord Charles, the rightful heir whom God himself had 
chosen for their salvation, their king and prince. And like the head 
of Metz, so did many other shepherds.

Engelbert Mühlbach calls it a "comedy of justification". -The 
bishops, who had so solemnly proclaimed their patriotism against 
the West Franconian lust for appropriation a year ago, now did not 
hesitate for a moment to lend their ecclesiastical consecration to 
the breach of law against the nephew, the breach of contract 
against the brother. Untruth and hypocrisy, which did not shy 
away from dragging even the name of God into their gears, 
shrouded the selfish purpose. Where did they, still a minority, get 
the right to dispose of a kingdom whose possession was bound to 
succession, to appoint a foreign king in a kingdom that could only 
claim hereditary kingship? Did they act differently from the West 
Franconian greats when they summoned the German king to their 
land? Was Charles not just as much a usurper as the German king 
in his attack on the Western Empire, whom Hinkmar of Rheims 
and some of the same bishops believed they could not punish 
sharply enough and humiliate deeply enough?"

Charles, for his part, insisted on his divine election, 
emphasized the general consensus of the clergy and the great, 
promised to uphold the honour and dignity of the church, and to 
value and appreciate everything else that was possible - something 
that should always be denied on such occasions. It goes without 
saying that Archbishop Hinkmar also regretted that King Charles 
had come to Metz under God's guidance. Whereupon "Great God, 
we praise you" was intoned and the royal robber said a little prayer 
and anointed each bishop for his salvation (and victory),
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immediately afterwards in the Ardennes to relax and get fit for 
new deeds.

For example - since his prau Irmintrud, the mother of eight 
children, had just died on October 6 in St. Denis - for the 
encounter with his young concubine Richildis, a relative of Lothar 
11. Her brother, Count Boso, had to deliver her as quickly as 
possible and received the Abiei St. Maurice and other fiefs for this 
service of love. However, the Catholic prince, who had been a 
widower for less than a week, celebrated his wedding on October 
II, barely three days after being informed of his wife's death.
• The Norman troops, who had already settled on the Loire, 
ravaged Le Mans and Tours according to every trick in the book."

The bishops had attributed Charlemagne's usurpation to the 
work of God countless times and had declared the land grab to 
be God's work. Pope Hadrian II, on the other hand, endeavored 
to procure the succession of Louis Il, his "beloved spiritual 
son", not only called "pious" by Abbot Regino, but also "a 
protector of the Church" and "full of humble submission to the 
servants of God", which is always more attractive than 
anything else. Ziidem this emperor, to his detriment of course, 
fought and defeated the ever-increasing Saracens and was not 
to stop doing so in order to secure his inheritance in the north. 
Consequently, the Holy Father threatened all those who 
opposed his protégé and encroached on his inheritance rights, 
especially the bishops, with an ecclesiastical ban¡ as if they 
were infidels and tyrants. But no one cared about the Roman's 
nagging, and the emperor himself was wise and, as I said, 
preoccupied.

Of course, Charles the Bald was all the more unconcerned 
by the papal wishes. Instead, he joined forces with your Norian 
leader Rorich, who, although now a Christian, nevertheless 
remained "the scourge of Christendom" - just as other Christians 
had been such scourges for centuries and would continue to be. 
When, of course, the rapidly recovering Lud-
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wig the German threatened the usurper with war and moved 
towards him, Charles relented.

After lengthy preliminary negotiations, the two kings came 
together at Meersen (on the banks of the Meuse in the 
Netherlands, where the Frankish princes had already met several 
times around the middle of the century) and on August 8, 82o, 
exactly one year after the death of Lothar II, they divided his 
realm north of the Alps equally between them. On 8 August 82o, 
exactly one year after the death of Lothar II, they 
unceremoniously divided his realm north of the Alps equally 
among themselves, with the Meuse, Moselle and Saone roughly 
forming the border - until ten years later,  however, the treaties of 
Verduu (8yq) and Ribemont (88o) returned the entire western part 
of Lotharingia t o  East Francia."

Further protests by the pope only lagged behind the full-scale 
execution. But neither Charles the Bald, who was admonished for 
the third time, nor Archbishop Hinkmar, who was probably the 
most excoriated archbishop and whom the Roman, presumably 
rightly, called the initiator of evil and robbery, nor the other 
prelates cared much about this. In fact, the Holy Father soon 
heard from Charles that it was the Frankish kings who ruled their 
lands and not the bishops, which is why he calmly annexed what 
the Treaty of Meersen had earned him.

However, just as Hadrian had to give way to Lothair and 
Waldrada, so too in other conflicts, in civil and ecclesiastical 
disputes in the Carolingian Empire, especially in a dispute 
between Bishop Hinkmar of Laon and his powerful uncle 
Hinkmar of Rheims and Charles the Bald. They were against 
interference, which he was not authorized to do. Charles strongly 
forbade Roman orders that interfered with his rights. The Pope 
even had to deny personal letters written b y  his secretary. He 
explained that they had been torn from him during his illness, 
indeed, they had been fabricated. A synod of 3o Frankish bishops 
also took sides with the king.
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ISER L owIG I . DIES EXHAUSTED FOR CHRIST, AND 
THE CHURCH INHERITS HIM

Now, at least in the south of Italy, there seemed to be a glimmer 
of hope. After all, Louis II was finally able to return after more
year siege of Bari, the Saracen center on the peninsula, the seat of 
an Arab emir, with Byzantine help. Of course, the emperor was 
also able to conquer
was captured in a coup d'état by Duke Adelchis of Benevento, 
after which he lost his dominant position, albeit less because of 
this than as a result of unfortunate dynastic circumstances. His 
wife Angilberga, descended from the once Frankish clan of the 
Suponids, was unusually active i n  his reign, but was herself 
(especially
Since he fell ill and died 41 *in military campaigns, she had only 
borne him two daughters. Her attempt to pass Italy and the 
imperial crown to the East Franconian Carolingians after the 
succession failed due to the resistance of the Upper Italian 
nobility, the majority of whom were in favor of Charles the Bald.
decided to do so. And in a sudden political turn of events, the 
Pope now even held out the prospect of the imperial crown to 
Charles.^

Emperor Louis 11 (5J- 75), Lothar's 1st eldest son, had spent 
almost his entire life in Italy. In the south of the country, 
Byzantine and Lombard power interests rivaled each other, as 
well as
there were numerous local disputes - all of course grist to the mill 
of the Saracens, against whom Louis summoned all the free men 
of Italy in 866. OR praised and immediately cheered on by the 
popes, he frequently waged war, subdued the dukes of Salerno, 
Benevento and Capua, fought for a long time in Apulia and was 
of course only able to assert his emperorship in Imperial Italy, but 
not north of the Alps, where his brothers Lothar II and Charles of 
Provence ruled in the "Middle Kingdom", so that Archbishop 
Hinkmar von Reimsgeringschätzig called him "Imperator Italiae". 
And finally he had to leave the south to his own devices, above all 
because of the hostility of his Christian princes, especially the 



Eastern Roman emperor.
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Louis II, who "exhausted himself unselfishly for the cause of 
Christ" (Riché), perished in a foreign land, and when he died at 
Brescia on tz. August *7s near Brescia, he inherited his entire
Ownership in Italy - the church. No wonder that Bishop
Antony of Breseia and Enbishop Ansbert of Milan immediately 
scuffled over his body. Bishop Antony had already laid her to rest 
in the church of the Virgin of his city when the Milanese 
metropolitan, accompanied by the canons of Bergamo and 
Cremona and the entire clergy, brought her to Milan accompanied 
by hymns.

As the emperor left no male descendants, the East Frankish 
Carolingians were to be favored and one of his cousins was to 
become king of Italy; the ruler is said to have named Charles, 
the monarch's eldest son, as his successor¡ his widow 
Angilberga and her followers also acted in this spirit. But Louis 
the German was old, his empire was about to be divided 
among three sons, the Italian greats were divided, and Pope 
John VIII had intended to give the imperial crown to Charles the 
Bald, to whom Joan's predecessor Hadrian II had secretly 
promised it. The latter - his last recorded official act - crowned 
Louis II emperor for a second time in St. Peter's in mid-May 8yz. 
In the same year, however, the year of his death, the Pope 
wrote to Charles:
-We assure you sincerely and faithfully - but let this be a secret 
speech and a letter to be communicated only to those most 
intimate

- that ... if your highness should outlive the emperor in our 
lifetime, and if anyone should offer us even many bushels of 
gold: We will not wish and demand and voluntarily accept 

anyone else as Roman king and emperor than you ... If you 
outlive our emperor ... we all desire you not only as our leader 

and king, Patricius and emperor, but as patron of the present 
church ..." Of course, John VIII, who became pope in 8yz and 
now offered the imperial throne to the West Frankish king, was 
only thinking of the advantage of the Roman Church, which he 
later explained as follows: -Karl is characterized by hisTtigend, 

his struggles for the faith.
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and the right to honor and instruct the clergy. God has therefore 
chosen him for the honor and exaltation of the Roman Church."

This was not to Italy's advantage, nor was it intended to be. 
Instead, a series of rapidly changing, unstable governments 
followed: Charles the Bald, Charlemagne, Charles III, Berengar I, 
Wido. And hardly anyone in the Regnum Italiae was as single-
mindedly selfish as the popes in preventing the development of any 
independent state from century to century'

Under Hadrian II, Rome had to accept a number of 
embarrassing compromises and losses. However, it probably 
suffered its greatest loss in connection with a missionary dispute, 
which developed from a conflict of authority into a battle between 
East and West on the Balkan Peninsula and beyond.

ROME LOSES BULGARIA

In the spread of Christianity, the churches of the East and West 
did not work towards each other, but against each other; they 

competed fiercely. Each side wanted to seize as much as possible. 
The Franks of Bohemia and Moravia, the Croats and Serbs, the 

Greeks in the land of the Varangians (old Russian varjag = 
Vikings) of Kiev - Scandinavian lords who established themselves 

there with their entourage in the late 8th or early q. century. 
century (p. 96#). However, Greek preachers also made a front 

against the Franks in the Moravian Empire. And when Khan Boris 
of Bulgaria supported the East Frankish king against his 

rebellious offspring Karlmann in 86z, whereupon the Franks set 
their sights on the Christianization of Bulgaria, Michael III of 

Byzantium fought the Bulgarians and forced them to be baptized 
by his priests. The Bulgarians, whose nation emerged in the 

course of the early Middle Ages from the fusion of Thracians, 
Slavs and Proto-Bulgarians, were Asiatics from the middle and 

upper reaches of the Volga,
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where they had founded a khaganate (which then became 
Muslim); it held its ground with its capital Bulgar until the late 
Middle Ages, when it was overrun by the Mon$ol storm.

In the wake of the Huns, Bulgarian ethnic groups came to the 
Danube and the Balkans, where they gradually settled and became 
a dangerous neighbor of Byzantium. As a wall against them, 
Emperor Anastasios I (49*-s*8), a resolute monophyte (I 3*q ff., 
34 >-1, 6 kilometers from Constantinople, erected a
Wall from the Sea of Marmara to the Black Sea. At present
Justinian (II 7th ch.), they and other Slavic tribes came in ever 
new waves. s57 they invaded Thrace, around 58q they reached 
the Peloponnese. Jqz Emperor Maurikios
a war against them that continued even after his assassination.
dragged on for a long time. And in the late 7th century, they had 
already forced the Byzantine rulers to pay an annual tribute. 7- to 
recognize their independence. Their first king
Kingdom, founded in 68i with Pliska as its capital, existed until 
ioz8.

However, the Bulgarians overreached themselves when they 
advanced into Byzantine territory in the south and southwest 
shortly after the middle of the 8th century. Emperor Constantine V 
Copronymos then led ten campaigns on land and sea against their 
Khan Tervel over a period of twenty years, but w a s  unable to 
destroy him. Although greatly weakened and despite frequent falls 
from the throne with the partial killing or banishment of their 
rulers, the Bulgars recovered and made new conquests under Khan 
Krum (8o3-8Id), one of their most important rulers, including 
Serdika (Sofia) in 8o9. Although Emperor Nikephoros I responded 
to Krum's anti-Byzantine foreign policy in 8ii with an invasion, 
even taking and destroying the Bulgarian capital Pliska with his 
large army, he was in turn defeated by Krum on a6. He was 
ambushed by Krum on July 6th on his way back, probably at the 
Verigava Pass (today Vurbitki prochod), and lost both battle and 
life.

From this year onwards, the Bulgarian tsars, who called 
themselves -princes of God-, drank from the skull of the Byzantine 
king.
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nian emperor, the golden braincase of the Nikephorus. Krum 
himself ruined almost all of Thrace, reached the walls of 
Constantinople, but died suddenly in the middle of the 
preparations for the siege in April 8*4

One of his successors, Khan Boris I (8Jz-88q, d. 9o;r), was 
driven by the rapprochement between the Byzantine and Great 
Moravian Empires under Raticlav to form an alliance with 
Louis the German and to open up to the East Frankish-
Bavarian Church. Initially, however, Byzantium prevented this 
by forcing Khan Boris I to renounce his alliance with the Franks 
in 86d with a major campaign, a surprise army and naval 
demonstration, and to conquer the Bul-
gars to be baptized by Byzantine priests in the early autumn of s. 
And when Bulgarian grandees resisted, Boris put down the 
rebellion of his pagan nobles, baptizing their
£he executed women and children and cruelly exterminated entire 
families - reason enough to venerate him as a saint after his death. 
Nevertheless, Christian Bulgaria and Christian Byzantium fought 
each other for six hundred years."

Szx, OCCUPATION, CLEIRE 
&ESTECHUHGRN ANDABS

AT THE COURT OF Bvzz

When Khan Boris 5 crawled to the cross when he officially 
converted to the Byzantine faith, he was given the name of his 
imperial godfather: Michael.

Michael III of Byzantium ( w- 7), not quite as licentious as 
long portrayed by historiography, always held horses and women 
in high esteem, including the handsome married groom Basileios, 
whom he made imperial master of ceremonies and chief 
carthorse, as well as his husband
of his own mistress, with whom he nevertheless carried on 
himself, whereas Basileios, who later killed him, was able to get 
his hands on the emperor's
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sister and, in reality, Uncle Bardas, until Basileios murdered him 
as well. A Christian imperial court for centuries.

Bardas, who had risen to Caesar since 86z, was versatile, 
educated and even founded a private university in Constantinople, 
was of course also involved in the not unbloody coup d'état of 8y6 
and in the ousting of the emperor's widow Theodora. He had also 
repudiated his first wife and was evidently living in "blood 
disgrace" with his son's widow, which displeased the patriarch 
Ignatios so much that Bardas in 8y8 was just as energetic in his 
abdication and banishment as he was in the appointment of 
Photios in the same year. Thus sex and pastoral care often merge 
beautifully - as is still the case today, mutatis mutandis.

Patriarch Photios (8J- 7 and 77* 6}, a relative of the imperial 
house, had it after the forced abdication of his predecessor 
Ignatios (son of the overthrown Emperor Michael I),
contrary to canon law, from non-cleric to patriarch in five days - a 
lay theologian, but the most important scholar of his time. 
Naturally, he protested a g a i n s t  Western missionaries in the 
Bulgarian Empire, against the celibacy of Western priests, against 
Western "heresy", the insertion of the "filioque" (the emanation of 
the Holy Spirit from the Father and the Son - the main cause of 
the schism of io§d for the Greek Church) into the symbol of faith, 
and so on.

Naturally, the Pope was unable to stay out of the battle raging 
in the Orient between the Photians and Ignatians, who challenged 
the legitimacy of both the old and the new patriarch. Nicholas I 
refused to recognize the dangerous rival Photios, and Photios 
declared Ignatius' patriarchate illegitimate in a synod. Two papal 
legates, bribed in the East, approved the deposition of Ignatius 
and the installation of Photius. The pope banished them, 
recognized Ignatius as legitimate and solemnly pronounced the 
deposition and excommunication of Photios at the Lateran Synod 
of 8ö3, which led to a testy correspondence between the two,
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Nicholas and the Eastern emperor. 8äy Photios condemned the 
pope and declared him deposed, which he never regretted in the 
least, and excluded all those who would continue to stand by 
him. He was finally undecommunicated in the East at the Council 
of Constantinople in 869/8yo, he was also reinstated, and even 
Rome recognized him. The Pope only insisted that Photios 
apologize for all his deeds and then dropped this demand - 
probably because Byzantine help against the Arabs was hoped for 
(p. z6z). However, the whole dispute ultimately led to schism 
and the final separation of Rome from the Greek Empire."

And he intensified the dispute over the Christianization of the 
Slavs.

PaSTAL STF8R Bu cGARIA:
NOT WITH DBM ÜFBRDESCI-1WANZ, SO IDERN WITH 

THE KRBUZ IN DIECHLACirr !

Together with Patriarch Photios, Caesar Bardas promoted the 
Byzantine missionization of the Slavs in order to better 
withstand the political and ecclesiastical pressure from the West, 
especially on Bulgaria. On the other hand, the Bulgarian prince 
Boris 1 sought to escape the overpowering influence of 
Byzantine politics and the Church. He took advantage of the 
political uncertainty in the East after the assassination of 
Bardas in 866 by the later Emperor Basileios I (p. a6i) eu to make 
contact with Rome in the expectation of a less dependent church 
organization. Nicholas I, whose relations with Byzantium had in 
any case constantly deteriorated, sent the two bishops Paulus 
of Populonia and Formosus of Portus, the later pope, in the fall 
of 8ö6, who continuously deployed Bulgarian troops, chased the 
Greek priests out of the country and urged the khan to accept 
only Roman clergy and Roman liturgy.
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Since Bulgaria fell largely under Byzantine ecclesiastical 
sovereignty and had only just been Christianized by the 
Byzantines
A synod convened by Photios in late summer 7 condemned the 
Latin mission in Bulgaria and deposed Pope Nicholas I, whom 
this (good) news never reached. However, séne converts were 
jealous of
their achievements. Aitch Ludwig the German's somewhat late-
coming savior under the south-east particularly
interested Bishop Ermenrich of Passau (86s 7-) had to turn back 
in anger, as the Roman mission of Pope Nicholas did not hold 
them in high esteem, as it had "already filled the whole country 
with sermons and baptisms" (Annales Ful- denses).

The Pope himself instructed the Bulgarians, under the title
"Responsa", in ind points about almost all the important things in 
human life. For example, that the Patriarch of Rome, that is, he 
himself, was much more important than the Patriarch of 
Constantinople, that they should beware of Greek rites, which he 
not only attacked but ridiculed, and that they should submit to 
Rome. He also told them how they should dress, how they should 
marry, when they should eat, when they should have sexual 
intercourse and so on. And gave the downright revolutionary 
advice that they should no longer go into battle with a horse's tail 
as their flag, but with the cross! Thus the Bulgarian khan was 
finally convinced, he knew himself to be a servant of St. 'ntrus and 
declared his submission - -the Western-Roman O%dience had 
almost reached the gates of Constantinople!" (Handbook of 
European History).

Of course, Rome's triumph did not last long. Since Prince Boris 
did not receive an autocephalous Byzantine patriarch, since 
neither Nicholas I sent the requested bishop Formosus nor 
Nicholas' successor Hadrian II the requested deacon Marinus, and 
since Boris also had to hear that the Roman pope and the patriarch 
of Constantinople had ex-communicated and deposed each other, 
the Bulgarian Church, which had always been eagerly courted by 
Byzantium, turned to Rome immediately after the Council of 
Constantinople.
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Constantinople 86# 7o again to the patriarchate there, which meant 
that their missionary territory once again fell to the Greek Church. 
And now, despite all papal protests, the Latin priests were 
expelled. And no matter how much John VIII might admonish 
and warn the Byzantine tsars and threaten them with Peter's keys 
to heaven, no matter how hard he tried to force Bulgaria under 
Roman salvation and against the sub fide falsi, it remained with 
Constantinople and was thus able to maintain its independence. 
pa8, the Bulgarian church was recognized by the Byzantine 
church as being au- tocephalous.

Photios, however, who excelled in the Christianity of his time, 
fell a second time in 886 and withdrew behind monastery walls, 
still famous today at least as a theologian and scholar. And Khan 
Boris, the cruel butcher of his pagan nobility, the murderer of 
women and children, also became a monk (88q) - and a saint, 
even a national saint of the Bulgarians (feast of May)."

Deserved, deserved.

RoK GEWIbf IT BöHMEN UxDHRRN - THE 
"SLAWENAPOSTEL" xouusx

In Moravia, Ratislaw had clearly recognized that a union with the 
ecclesiastical province of Salzburg would endanger his 
independence even more. Thus, at the height of his power, he 
strove for ecclesiastical separation from Bavaria, sought support in 
Rome by inviting Italian missiologists, and thought of a Slavic 
national church that would be bound only to the Pope. However, 
after Nicholas rejected him out of consideration for the imperial 
church and Louis the German, he wished to align himself with 
Byzantium, which he considered less politically dangerous than 
his nearby Frankish neighbors. He therefore pushed back the 
Bavarian mission and asked Byzantium to send Greek clergymen. 
And



Caesar Bardas soon sent the two brothers Constantine and 
Methodius with their missionaries, just a few years before his 
assassination and that of Emperor Michael by his successor 
Basileios. In this way, the Great Moravian Empire not only 
gained de facto independence from the subjugated East Franks, 
but also Slavic Christianity and, following the Greek-Byzantine 
Church, gained a national church in Moravia for the time being.

Constantine (usually called by his later name Cyril) and 
Methodius, the brothers who became known as the "Apostles of 
the Slavs", came from a high official family in Thessa- lonike 
(Salonika) and were educated in the circle of Patriarch Photios in 
Constantinople. The elder Me- thodios, born around 8i J, was first 
an imperial strategist, then an abbot, while the younger 
Constantine, a deacon, perhaps a priest, had taken over Photios' 
chair and finally went to the Khazars in what is now Ukraine as 
an imperial envoy in 8öo. Both had already gained experience in 
the Slavic mission, and two years later, when Ra-tislav asked 
Michael III for teachers to translate Byzantine Gesen books into 
Slavic, among other things, the two brothers set off at the head of 
a missionary delegation.

The "Slavic apostles" were able to speak and preach to the 
Moravians in their mother tongue, they were able t o  practice the 

Christian liturgy, the Roman mass (St. Peter's liturgy), in the 
Slavic language and in the ecclesiastical tradition of the Orient, 

and they also translated the Bible into the vernacular. With all of 
this, they trained a church and liturgy idiom known as "Old 

Church Slavonic". However, all this also led to a serious dispute 
with the Latin-Franconian clergy already active in Ratislav's area 

along t h e  Danube. All the more s o  as they quickly overtook the 
Bavarian mission. Naturally, they were accused of "heresy" and 

summoned to Rome. So, after about three years of work, 
Constantine and Methodius set off in 866 7 on their way. They 

went
via Pannonia to the son of the now deceased Sla-
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The first of these was Pribina (p. iy6 f.), Kocel (in Känkian 
sources: Chozilo, Chezilo), who ruled the main stronghold of 
Mosapurg (Zalavar) on Lake Balaton until his death around 8yj 
and now began to promote the Slavic liturgy. And from there they 
moved on to the Pope via Venice in 868 in order t o  obtain the 
highest approval for their undertaking.

In fact, in Rome (where Constantine, who took the name Cyril, 
died in 86d) Hadrian II approved their missionary practice. He 
approved the Slavonic liturgy, but ordered the epistles and gospels 
to be read in Latin. However, when Hadrian appointed Methodios 
as papal lcgate and archbishop of Pannonia and Moravia in 8yo at 
the request of Cocel, who wanted to free himself from East 
Frankish dependence and establish an independent church, and 
also placed the metropolis of Sirmium (today Mitrovica near 
Belgfad), which had been under his control since the Avar 
invasion of 58z, under his authority, the bishops of Salzbuig and 
Pas- sati put up fierce resistance. Hadrian's decree affected their 
dioceses, and by no means only their ecclesiastical regiment, but 
of course also the continuation of Frankish "colonization". The 
church dispute, which had already been going on for around 
fifteen years, intensified,  with something else at stake: 
"Methodism was concerned with the Slavic church language, the 
Bavarians with the integrity of their missionary spring, the papacy 
with unquestionable rule over the Moravian church, but the 
Moravians themselves with their independence" (Zöllner). 
Basically, everyone was after the same thing: power."

DUKE TISLAW WILL BE GIVEN1'4DET 
EnzBISCHOF METHOD TRAKTIBRT BY THE 

SASSAUER BISHOP WITH THE RIDER'S HORSE

The political conflict was inextricably linked to the church 
dispute. Louis the German had just invaded the East once again. 
He advanced with three army contingents (p. i6a).
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Prince Karlmann attacked the principality of Neutra in Slovakia 
from Carinthia, where Ratislav's nephew Swatopluk
reigned ( 7-- d). He had begun as a partial prince where the 
Salzburg archbishop Adalram had consecrated the first 
Christian temple in 8z8 and apparently founded the Roman 
church. Thus he was miraculously saved from al) the dynastic 
pitfalls threatening him.
saved by "God's grace", "the righteous judgment of God". 
Karlmann pulled him over to his side, and Swatopluk h a n d e d  
his uncle over to him. Karlmann had Ratislav locked up in a 
prison in Regensburg and now i n v a d e d  his kingdom without 
any resistance, brought all the cities and castles into subjection, 
organized and administered the kingdom through his people and 
went home "enriched with the royal treasure".

In late fall, however, Ratislav was brought before King Louis 
"heavily bound", blinded - mercifully - and thrown blind again 
into a monastery dungeon. (After all, there had been omens 
throughout the year, "miraculous signs": the air over Mainz was 
bathed in blood for nights on end, there were two earthquakes 
there, and a cattle plague raged - most terribly in some places in 
Francia". Indeed, during a synod in Cologne, "voices of evil 
spirits were heard in the church of St. Peter, talking to each other 
and complaining that they should be driven out of the seats they 
had held for so long": Annales Fuldenses). - One probably 
remembers the -evil spirit- of Caputmontium (p. i68).

But when Methodios lost his marksman Ratislav, the
Bavarian bishops also arrested Methodios and imprisoned him for 
years in Bavaria - where is unknown - but the entire Bavarian 
episcopate was certainly in close contact with the secular power. 
Moravia was now administered by German margraves.

Before that, however, 7 the archbishop, who had just been 
approved by the pope,  had been dragged to a Regensburg synod, 
a man who presumably represented a more serious Christianity 
than the Frankish cleric who was proselytizing in Moravia at the 
time.



rus, and there was a clash with the Bavarian prelates, who 
detested anything Slavic. -You are teaching on our territory", 
the arrested man was accused, while he in turn accused the 
chief shepherds of 5alzburg and Passau of having crossed the 
"old borders" out of ambition and greed.

Bishop Ermenrich of Passau had perhaps captured Methodios. 
And Ermenrich, an educated man of letters from the Swabian 
nobility, a pupil of Hraban and Rudolf in Fulda, Walafrid Strabo 
in Reichenau, who also spent time at the court of Louis the 
German in Regensburg, threw himself at the brother in Christ 
with a riding crop - after Pope John VIII - and exposed him to the 
winter, the
Regen atis and probably also imprisoned him. In any case, from 
the end of 7 to 8y3, Archbishop Methodios was imprisoned in 
Klosterhah, either near Freising, in Regensburg or in Ellwangen, 
where Ermenrieh
was once a monk."

INCIDENTS IN OsTE1't OR "KSINBR
RHTRANN FROM THERE EXCEPT ßISHOr EMBRICHO ... ^

Grand Prince Swatopluk, the actual ruler of the Great 
Moravian Empire, the entire Sudetenland, including Bohemia, 
Silesia and Central Hungary, had also been imprisoned in 
Frankish prisons, but gradually proved to be more useful, 
subjugating and "converting" neighboring Slavic tribes, such 
as the eastern Czechs. The princely seat of Neutra was already 
an episcopal see in the second half of the q. century. century, 
the easternmost seat of the Latin Church.

7- But 5watopluk was accused of disloyalty and taken into 
custody again by the Franks, by Karlmann, whose grandson he 
had raised from the baptism. However, as he was probably 
innocent, he was r e l e a s e d  again, even "with royal gifts". Of 
course, the prince now took his revenge. He
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took up Ratislav's anti-Frankish policy, rose up and inflicted a 
terrible defeat on the Bavarian army. The border counts against 
Möhren, Wilhelm and Engelschalk, ca
with many other tim. -All the joy of the Bavarians over so many 
previous victories was turned into grief and lamentation - what 
was not cut down ended in captivity. Swatopluk, who at least 
made use of Christian priests for the most important political 
business, John of Venice, the Swabian Wiching, remained the 
symbol of the Franks.
"Brain full of deceit and guile", "inhuman and bloodthirsty like a 
wolf" (Annales Fiildenses).

In 87, Moravians and Bohemians are attacked with a whole 
series of forceful a t t a c k s , but again with little "luck".
Thuringians and Saxons are chased into flight "with very great 
loss", fleeing counts are beaten by the women of the region and 
knocked to the ground with clubs from their horses. For this, of 
course, -trusting in God's help- (who at the same time is building 
the cathedral at Worms with
"consumed by heavenly fire"), the army under the Archbishop of 
Mainz kills as many as five enemy armies - together with a large 
number of rebels", lets them drown in the Vltava, devastates a 
"not small part" of the country and then returns
"home unharmed. Archbishop Liutbert was in charge of this 
procession".

Another Frankish troop, led by Bishop Arn of Würzburg - the 
builder of a cathedral there as well as the responsible military 
commander in four "overlordly campaigns" (Lindner)
- and Abbot Sigehard of Fulda, rushed to the aid of Karlmann, 
who was operating against Swatopluk "with murder and fire". But 
the Bavarians were defeated. They had to turn back - with the loss 
of most of their own - under great difficulties. And another 
Bavarian troop, left behind on the banks of the Danube to protect 
the ships, was completely routed by a band of Swatopluks - -
nobody escaped from there except Bishop Embricho of 
Regensburg . . ."

After an unusually sacrificial filling, Swatopluk
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and 8y¢ the Peace of Forchheim brought him relative 
independence, also in terms of church policy, albeit in return 
for annual tribute payments*.

FINAL BAN OF THE SLAVIC LITURGY AND 
THE RISE OF THE
^ $LAWENAPOSTEL" TO ÜA1'4DESPATRONEN 

AND 'MODEHEI LIGEN

It was not until 873 that Pope John VIII obtained the release of 
Methodius. After his return to the Pannonian Sptengel, he was 
ordered to renounce the Slavic liturgy, the "barbarian" language, 
and to celebrate Mass only in Latin or Greek, "as the Church of 
the Cotes sings throughout the world", but Methodius did not 
comply and the Pope revoked the ban in 88o.

Swatopluk himself, the lord of Great Moravia, backed Method 
politically, but was personally more inclined towards western
"culture", above all to the papacy. He had his favorite, the 
Swabian monk Wiching, who had been educated in the monastery 
of Reichenau, elected bishop of Neiitra, Swatopluk's former seat, 
in Rome. Wiching then became the suffragan of Methodes. 
However, he continued to intrigue against the latter's missionary 
program - even though John VIII had made it possible in June 88o 
with the bull
"Industriae tuae- and surprisingly decided against Wiching after 
Method, who was summoned to Rome, was able to completely 
refute the accusation of "heresy".

However, Pope Stephen V (88J-8qi), who was under the 
influence of the Frankish clergy, finally banned the Slavic mes- 
secanon and had it replaced by the Roman rite, "the last 
significant ecclesiastical decision of a Carolingian pope" 
(Handbuch der Europäischen Geschichte). As a result, a part of 
the Western and Southern Slavs were forever in
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included the Latin West. Stephen V rejected "the false doctrine 
completely" and warmly recommended Bishop Wiching as 
orthodox to the -king of the Slavs. However, Wiching was only 
successful against Method's desired successor after Method's 
death around 8g.

Methodius' attempt to create a Slavic national church in the 
style of Byzantium had completely collapsed. The Bavarian 
episcopate had won across the board. A great ecclesiastical 
upheaval took place. The Latin liturgy replaced the Slavic, the 
Frankish church province replaced the Moravian, Slovenes and 
Croats came back under Roman Catholic rule, the Byzantine 
mission in Moravia was finished for all time. As in Bulgaria, 
the East had prevailed in Moravia. From then on, the dividing 
line between Greek and Roman Christianity, between the 
larger Slavic south-eastern Europe and the smaller western part 
of the Slavs, ran through the middle of the southern Slavs, 
through the middle of the Balkans, Byzantium and Rome were 
hostile to each other here, with all the catastrophic 
consequences that this would have in the future.
ao. The company's success was particularly evident in the Second 
World War and the Balkan War of the 1 9 9 0 s .

The Slavic clergy, the followers of Methodius, were imprisoned 
for a long time in 886, mainly under the influence of Bishop 
Wiching, some of them chained, then driven out of Moravia, from 
where they mostly fled to Bulgaria, but also to Serbian and 
Croatian territory. At the same time, the Slavic liturgy was 
eradicated in Moravia and a precious treasure trove of 
manuscripts from the Old Slavic school was barbarically 
destroyed. Contrary to the decree of his predecessor, Str/an V 
issued an absolute ban on the use of Slavic in church services and 
appointed the East Frenchman Wiching as Archbishop of Neutra. 
No Old Church law tradition was preserved, in Moravia as little as 
in Bohemia.

Only in the id. century did Constantine-Cyril and Metho-
dios became the patron saints of the country, indeed, they 
suddenly became typical "fashionable saints". It is clear that



 
 

It was established that there was no cultic veneration of the two 
missionaries in Bohemia and Moravia before 1347. Even relics -
"understandably of a very dubious nature" (Graus) - have only now 
been "discovered."
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JOHANN VIII-  1 7* =):
A POPE AS HE IS WRITTEN IN THE 

BOOK

-The one who is to be raised by us to the imperial throne 
must also b e  based and considered first and foremost b y  

u s  - Pope John Vlli.

• ... the world hard understood that what he, like his 
predecessors, strove for and demanded was a matter of 
worldly rights and earthly power, not of faith and church.

Johannes Hallcr'

-In Rome,  the bishop of the apostolic see was different, John 
by name; he had already received poison from his relative 

earlier, but now he was poisoned by the same and at the same 
time by other comrades of his iniquity . . ., since they had 

taken over both his see and the leadership of the
Bishopric to see eu travel, as long as with a Hsm-

mer beaten, bic this ifn brain stuckwi.- Annales Euldens¢s^

• No Fregc: complete anarchy reigned in Italy ...
Of the nine popes who ascended to the Chair of Peter in 

quick succession over the next twelve years, only one died a 
normal death - Karl Kupisch'





Of Hadrian's successor, the already very old Roman-born John 
VIII, one of the most famous popes between Nicholas 1 and 
Gregory VII, even the relatively critical Catholic Kühner 
commented: -"His whole life was dedicated to peace and justice". 
In fact, however, John VIII was an extremely ambiguous pope, 
literally conspiring on all sides, chasing nothing but power and 
surrounded by sad war glory. No one before him had issued so 
many banns, no one before him had been so unscrupulous, so 
confused in adapting to every change of the times, even if enough 
of his predecessors were similarly unabashed in their use of 
ecclesiastical power for political ends.

FRESH )INITIATIVE
OR THE FIRST PArST ADMIRAL

Inspired by Gregory I and Nicholas I, his role models, he pushed 
for papal leadership. Just as Leo IV had transformed St. Peter's, 
the Vatican's fourth valley, the -Lcostadt", into a fortress, John 
VIII walled in St. Paul's Basilica together with the entire city 
there, which he called -Johannipolis-. And just like his 
predecessor Hadrian - after he had conquered Louis 11 from a
(by the Beneventan Duke Adelch*5 7-) had generously dissolved 
the oath - had incited the emperor - to renew the fight - (Regino 
of Prüm), so also accompanied
Pope John with pithy Bible verses Ludwig's Saracen-
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war and, similarly again to Leo IV (p. *77 <.), absolved all from 
their sins who -in Catholic piety- fall against pagans and 
unbelievers, and also promised them peace
of -eternal life-.

This Vicar of Christ also kept soldiers, requested Moorish 
cavalry from the King of Galicia and presumably established the 
office of shipyard director, but certainly, in a "fresh initiative" 
(Catholic Seppelt), the first papal navy: boats manned by troops, 
armed with two forts, equipped with machines for slinging, firing 
and boarding and rowed by galley slaves. Indeed, he himself led 
military enterprises, was the first Pope-Admiral to personally hunt 
down Saracens, killing many of these - as he truly called them - 
"wild animals" and taking 18 ships from them at the Cape of Circe 
- a "piece of heaven" (Catholic Daniel-Rops). Last but not least, 
he sought to d e t e r  C h r i s t i a n s  - on whom he would impose 
ecclesiastical banishment if they joined forces with Saracens - 
from any collaboration by means of considerable bribery.'

JOHANN'S DESCRIPTIONS WITH KARL THE KNIGHT,
THE - SAVIOR OF THE WORLD"

After the death of Emperor Louis II, Louis the German and 
Charles the Bald, the two uncles of the deceased, claimed the 
imperial crown. John VIII therefore sent his legals to Charles, .the 
Italian clergy also decided in his favor, and
-The "tyrant of Gaul" soon invaded Italy via the Great St. 
Bernard, where he gathered all the treasures he could find with a 
bent hand (Annales Fuldenses). In contrast, the East Franks 
Charles III and Karlmann, who were advancing across the Alps 
(on behalf of their father), were only supported by Margrave Be- 
rengar of Friuli, who later became king and emperor (his mother 
Gisela was a daughter of Louis the Pious).
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Louis the German, however, used his brother's absence to 
invade West Francia - as he had already done in 8y8 (p. ixx f.) - a 
purely vengeful move. According to the Annales Fuldenses, the 
royal army "robbed and devastated e v e r y t h i n g  it found". 
Although the western magnates swore an oath to defend 
themselves against the invaders, they in turn ruined 
Charlemagne's realm,
-that they themselves plunder it like enemies". Indeed, many a 
count and bishop defected to Louis, while the plundering East 
Franks celebrated "the feast of the Lord's birth in Attigny" and, 
after the attack in the Palatinate of Frankfurt, "Lent and Easter" 
(Annales Bertiniani).

Charles the Bald, of course, but already by Nicholas I through
-The Pope, who had been promised and designated by "divine 
inspiration", undoubtedly had the strongest power at his disposal, so 
that he could probably assist Pope John against both the Roman 
nobility and the Arabs, with whom princes and cities were always 
greedy for booty - and John was also very hungry for booty. At the 
same time, however, western Franconia was so threatened by 
predatory Danes that the pope believed he had a free hand in Italy 
for his own political plans.

In any case, Charles, who fleeced his empire insatiably 
despite the rampant poverty, but generously bestowed gifts on 
the local church, seemed to want to squander his treasures in the 
south as well, to literally buy the empire. In this way he was able 
to persuade Karlmann, whose sword he feared as surely everyone 
does - for he is as fearful as a rabbit - to abdicate with "gold and 
silver and precious gems in endless quantities". He also "bribed 
the whole senate of the Roman people with gold like Jugurtha 
and won them over" (Annales Fuldenses).

And even Pope John, who was no friend of the East Franconian 
Carolingians anyway, may have been impressed by 
Charlemagne's enormous sums of money.

For of course he had also and especially "made many and 
precious gifts to St. Peter". And so his -successor - declared that 
Charles surpassed his father, even his grandfather; claimed 



that God had already chosen his emperor "before
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He was predestined for the "creation of the world "¡celebrated 
him in ludicrous salivating as the salvific star that had risen for 
mankind, as the long-awaited "savior of the world", the man of 
God, to whom angels showed the way through impassable 
regions, swamps, through unknown fords, raging rivers, etc. And 
crowned Charles the Bald at Christmas. And crowned Charles the 
Bald at Christmas
8yy in St. Peter's Church - exactly 7s years after the coronation of 
his grandfather Charles, while he t h r e a t e n e d  all those, bishops 
and laymen alike, who supported Louis the German with 
expulsion, deposition and cursing.

It is hard enough to consider the change, the complete reversal 
of history: whereas  the emperors once claimed the crown by 

right of inheritance, now the papacy, the papacy alone, was 
entitled to bestow this crown as it saw fit! At the same time, 

Rome made another big deal. Not only did Charles give the rights 
of the emperor established by Lothair I in 8-4

in the Papal States (p. 66); he not only referred to the
He also received income from the three imperial monasteries of S. 
Salvatore, S. Ma- ria in Farfa and S. Andrea on the Soracte; not 
only did he renew all the donations of his ancestors from Pippin to 
Louis 11 to the Roman Church. The pope also received 
considerable territorial expansions in Benevento and near Naples, 
the regions of Samnium and Calabria, the Tuscan border 
fortifications of Chiusi and Arezeo and, above all, sovereignty 
over the duchies of Spoleto and Benevento. Of course, this soon 
earned him the enmity of two neighboring princes, Duke Adalbert 
of Tuscany and, in particular, Duke Lam
bert of Spoleto, who invaded Rome at the beginning *7 'and lived 
there for four weeks, just as the later popes had to suffer 
constantly from the revenge of the Spoletinians.
In addition, the Arabs put more pressure on the Papal States than 
ever before.

On the one hand, there were incessant cries for help from high 
priests, cries of distress about the devastation of land and 
violations of the law, for which the saints themselves were guilty, 
followed by complaints about Saracen invasions and raids by 



Christians (the Duke of Spoleto!). On the other hand,  the "foot-
dragging"



Pope John, who "found no more sleep for his eyes, no more food 
for his mouth*, once again generously promised the emperor "the 
halls of heaven" and "the pastures of eternal life among the 
angels" in the event of his support.

John VIII worked on the destruction of the emperorship and the 
Italian kingship in order to elevate his own throne, to rule bishops 
and princes in the same way and to lead Italy politically. -The one 
who is to be elevated by us to the imperial dignity must also be 
appointed and elected by u s  first and foremost-, he declared 
astonishingly boldly and lured with this crown, sometimes 
simultaneously, almost all nux possible candidates, Boso of 
Vienne, the king of Provence, the sons of Louis the German, 
Carlemagne and Louis III, but above all the West Franconian 
Louis (II) the Progenitor, the son of Charles the Bald. And to each 
he promised every exaltation, honor and salvation in this world 
and the hereafter, all kingdoms. And he assured everyone that he 
was the only candidate and claimed that he had sought help and 
assistance from no one else! And when it finally became clear that 
he could not expect much from the Franks, he turned to 
Byzantium.

After Charles was crowned emperor in Rome at the end of 875, 
the Italian royal crown also fell to him on his return. The Lord 
gives it to his own in his sleep. A promise
The assembly of magnates in Pavia offered him further dignity, 
above all a group of numerous bishops, headed by Archbishop 
Anspert of Milan, who was the first to swear allegiance to him, 
as they found. In February, the Greats unanimously made 
Charles their protector, lord and king, as it was said that divine 
grace had elevated him to emperor through the mediation of 
the princes of the apostles and the pope.

Mutual oaths were sworn and here too the emperor made 
concessions to the clergy. Charles recommended that Pope John 
be strengthened, that the Roman Church be honored, that its 
landholdings be protected and, last but not least, that the prelates 
be given permanent missatic power.
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LUDWIG THE GERMAN DIES: PBT
GIHOS ACHRUF

Louis the German, however, had no intention of leaving Italy to 
Charles alone. And when papal legates wanted to investigate the 
"disputes" that had broken out between the brothers and decide 
according to canon law and secular law, Louis did not even 
receive them. Instead, he sent his own envoys, Archbishop 
Willibert of Cologne and two counts, to Emperor Charles. They 
met him in the palace of Ponthion, together with the bishops John 
of Arezzo and John of Tuscany, who had been rejected by Louis, 
along with a well-attended synod of clergymen and many secular 
greats that met for almost three weeks, to which they were only 
able to present their king's demand in the presence of Charles on 
¢. yuli - to receive a part of the realm of Emperor Louis, the son 
of their brother Lothar,
-as he was entitled to under inheritance law (ex hereditate) and 
had been sworn to.

The Roman legates responded by reading out two letters from 
their master to the Osdraconian bishops and
Counts of -3 February, in which the pope insulted the "Bavarian 
king" in an unusual way, comparing him to Cain, accusing him of 
envy against his brother, of friodensbxuch, of unrepentance, of 
unbridled agitation. In two decrees of the same day to the West 
Frankish bishops and grandees, he called on those who had been 
defeated by Louis to make amends under threat of banishment, 
while he
praised the others for their loyalty - "harder than diamond".

In the same year, Louis the German, who had been ailing for 
some time, died on z8. He died on August 8 in the Palatinate at 
Frankfurt at the age of seventy, incidentally in the midst of 
preparations for a war against his brother Charles. The very next 
day, Louis was laid to rest in the nearby monastery of Lorsch, 
where his sarcophagus is still in the
It stood in the church crypt in the early -7th century, but has since 
disappeared without a trace.

Regino von Prüm writes in a letter to the king:



-He was a very Christian prince, Catholic by faith, not
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He was well versed not only in secular but also in 
ecclesiastical knowledge¡ the most zealous executor of what 
religion, peace and justice demanded. He was very shrewd of 
mind (ingenio callidissimus) and cautious in judgment¡ in the 
conferring or withdrawing of public offices, he was guided by a 
measured judgment; in battles he was exceedingly victorious and 
more zealous in the armament of arms than of hospitality, since 
the tools of war were his greatest treasure ..."

The famous abbot, to whom Reinhold Rau attests egj j 
Z eml Ches understanding - for the inherent laws of the formation 
of power - created here in nuce an almost astonishingly eloquent 
Catholic mirror of a prince: a very Christian prince and very 
cunning, Catholic by faith, exceedingly victorious, a friend of 
arms, the tools of war his greatest treasure, yet also diligently 
working for peace, in short: the most zealous executor of what 
religion ... required ..."

KARLS DES SHUN CONDOLENCES
UlsíD FIRST BATTLE OF "ERB FEI1'1DR

AROUND THE RHEIN

Charles the Bald, however - another moving Christian move - was 
filled with great joy at the news of his brother Avon's death" 
(Reginonis chronica) and had hardly any other thought than to 
take as much of their paternal inheritance as possible from his 
nephews. He had already threatened his Catholic relatives with 
-many unbelievable- things¡ for example, an attack with such 
overwhelming force -that when the Rhine was drunk dry by 
their horses, he himself would cross the dry bed of this river and 
devastate Louis' realm (Annales Fuldenses).

At least the grand speaker took the first step. Searched
he immediately expanded his territory in the east. Half
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of the Lotharingian Empire, which he had had to leave to his 
brother, he wanted to have back, presumably even advancing as 
far as the Rhine border, i.e. also possessing eastern Franconia's 
territories on the left bank of the Rhine around Mainz, Worms 
and Speyer.

He promised the leaders of Lotharingia, whom he had ordered 
to join him, rich fiefdoms, threatened those who refused with 
"extermination" and, despite all the oaths he had sworn to his 
brother and despite the Normans, who besieged the ends of the 
Seine with a hundred large ships in mid-September, invaded the 
empire of the man who had just died. With a considerable army, 
he advanced to Cologne via East Lotharingia and Aachen, which 
he would have liked to make his headquarters with the illusion of 
renewing the empire of his grandfather, Charles I, plundering and 
devastating the country like the Scandinavian pirates, always 
accompanied by the two papal legates. John
of Arezzo and John of Tuscany - spiritual helpers
of the raid" (Mühlbacher).

As the attack by the West Franks came as a complete surprise, 
since Louis the German's eldest son, Karlmann, was fighting the 
Moravians in the east and the youngest, Karl, was in 
Alemannia, Louis (III), whose territory was also threatened at 
first, hurried to meet his insatiable uncle on the Rhine, to 
Deiitz, with quickly assembled troops from Saxony, Thuringia 
and Franconia, who were greatly outnumbered, while Karl held 
on to Cologne on the other side of the river. Louis sent him 
envoys, invoked kinship, oaths, treaties, even the precious 
Christian blood on both sides, and, mocked by his opponent, 
sought to strengthen his troops morally through fasting, prayers, 
supplications and the usual reconnaissance at the highest point 
(ten men each underwent the judgment of God with cold water, 
with hot water, with glowing iron) - and of course "all emerged 
unscathed from the judgment of God" (Annales Bertiniani).

Charles had wanted to stall Louis through negotiations and use 
the truce to a m b u s h  the enemy at dawn. Archbishop Willibert, 
however, betrayed
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and when the West Frankish army, o ooo men (-as the story 
goes"), arrived at Andemach on the morning of October 8 after 
an exhausting night march in pouring rain, it was attacked by 
Ludwig's troops, who were ready for battle. According to the 
Fulda Yearbooks, he "immediately put on the hammock" and 
"placed all his trust in the Lord ..." The good old Christian 
custom again: whoever trusts in God and fights well will 
always succeed ...

And indeed: "As the fire sweeps across the stubble field and 
consumes everything in an instant, they crush the power of the 
enemy with the sword and strike them down to the ground" 
(Regino von Prüm). The entire Troi and all the merchants' 
treasures fall into the hands of the victors. But they were 
unable to flee,
"were plundered by the country people in such a way that they 
wrapped themselves in hen and straw to cover only their private 
parts ..." (Annales Bertiniani). Among the prisoners: the 
emperor's chancellor, Abbot Gauzlin, and Bishop Ottulf of 
Troyes. The booty is immense: weapons, armor, horses, the gold 
and silver of the Croces and Charles' treasure. He himself, who, 
cautious as ever, avoided battle, fled to Liège in the evening of 
the next day, allegedly "almost naked" (pene nudus), as the monk 
from Fulda claimed. The empress, also fleeing, has a premature 
birth at night - "at the cry of a cock in the open street" (Annales 
Bertiniani). The child, a son of Charles, dies soon afterwards, but 
his soul is saved for heaven - and King Charles soon "recovers": 
the Battle of Andernach, the first battle between "Germans" and 
"French" for the Rhine."

After this debut, so to speak, of the future "heir enemies", the 
victorious East Franconian still moved to Aachen, but was too 
weak to defeat the defeated emperor (whom Archbishop Hinkmar, 
in the West Frankish imperial annals, now called a
-Räuber" - what would he have called him if he had won!) on his 
own soil.

n November, the three East Frankish brothers divided the 
kingdom in accordance with their father's decrees and swore to 
each other
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loyalty. They divided the kingdom by right of inheritance alone 
and without, as was customary in the Western Empire, having 
themselves crowned. Charles, the eldest son of Louis the German, 
became -king in Bavaria" with Pannonia and Carantania, but 
ceded the administration of the latter to his son Arnulf. Louis III 
the Younger, the -king of eastern Francia", received East Francia, 
Thuringia, Saxony and Friesland, including the tributary border 
tribes. Charles III the Fat, the youngest, initially received 
Alemannia and Chiirrätia and, after the early death of his brothers 
(88o and 88s), also ruled over their now considerably expanded 
inheritance, whereby he succeeded in renewing the Kai- sertum as 
early as 88i."

JOHAHN REVOLUTIONSXL -PREMISES THE
MB1'tSCHLICHE ÜU1'4GE NOT TO BE DISCUSSED

VERMAG ..."

Charles the Bald, however, had not only been defeated by the 
East Franks. He also achieved nothing with the Normans on 
the Seine and Loire. Instead, he bought himself free with 
money, which he naturally extorted from the landowners, who 
were once again large-scale scalpers. Thus he had a precisely 
quantified tax collected from every manorial Hube (an 
economic enterprise in the context of early medieval 
landlordism) in those areas of Francia that he owned before 
Lothar's death, as well as in Burgtind from every free and 
every unfree Hube. In this way, the king obtained at least five 
thousand pounds of silver, naturally also using church 
treasures to raise the tribute. How Charles - according to Pope 
John distinguished by his virtues, his battles for the faith ... his 
efforts to honor the clergy" (cf. p. zip f.) - also compensated the 
Lorraine combatants who had fled to him after his failed raid 
with abbeys and church estates.
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Naturally, the ruler felt no desire to protect the Pope from the 
increasingly aggressive Saracens. However, John did not want 
Charles to be crowned emperor in vain. In the meantime, he had 
expanded the Papal States and renounced some privileges. But 
Rome, always insatiable, wanted more, especially as the new 
prince had repeatedly promised more, above all help against the 
Arabs, which was not at all to Charles' taste.

Thus, according to the tried and tested method (cf. especially 
IV 3 ff.! 3 6 ff.1), the "locust swarms" of the Muslim devils were 
invoked, who robbed everything, plundered, plundered, 
plundered, plundered and plundered.
The emperor, dragged into captivity, conjured up atrocities that 
had not yet happened, dangers that were supposedly already 
looming, an approaching mighty fleet with troop units 
attacking Rome. People painted black on black, admonishing 
bishops and magnates, but especially the emperor himself. Papal 
legates appeared, one cry for help after another rang out. The 
Saracens were robbing, it was said, destroying the churches, 
but the dukes Lambert and Wido, appointed by Charles to 
protect the ecclesiastical state, did not lift a finger, and Count 
Boso, appointed viceroy in Italy, also remained deaf. Letter 
after letter followed, "genuflecting" to save "Christendom", 
first of all, of course, the papacy, which embraced the bald 
Charles. - Most excellent of all Caesars", praised the again and 
again and more inciting Johann, who also wufited that Charles' 
wisdom grew from his mother's womb, that his merits the 
human tongue is not able to pronounce "

At the same time, Charles had done something around this time 
that made him the papal

He had forced his son, the heir to the throne Louis II, to repudiate 
his wife Ansgard in order to marry a lady who was pleasing to 
him, the imperial father. However, if one considers how his 
predecessor Nicholas I fought against Lothar II's marriage deal 
year after year and how much he insisted on the indissolubility of 
this marriage, it is surprising that Pope John Jent did not oppose 
the second marriage of the West Frankish heir to the throne at all.



  )ouxt+uVIIj. (87z-88z) eix P,tPsz, Plz zx is Bucu sYxscz

had any objections, let alone canonical sanctions against the West 
Frankish princes."

ToD AFTER 37 YEARS oF HARSHAPT
^At'f ÖURCHFALL I1'I BIG JAMMER ..."

As hardly a hand was moved for the pope in Italy, neither the 
powerful duke who was obliged to protect the Papal States
of Spoleto nor gdr Boso of Vienne, who had been missus for the 
country since *7* * m, nothing remained for the emperor if he 
wanted to retain his credibility, his prestige and Italy itself.
h a d  n o  c h o i c e  b u t  t o  move south, given how precarious 
the situation was at home, especially at the hands of the Normans. 
He h a d  everything that could be fleeced fleeced for their benefit.

When Charles set off for Italy in August 77 accompanied by his 
wife, he also brought with him a "very large treasure trove of gold 
and silver as well as horses and other valuables".
(Annales Bertiniani), but only a relatively small one followed. 
The army of his greats, who had even less desire for the Italian 
adventure than he himself, was to follow later. And it was not 
without the promise that he would not allow them to return 
without touching either the church estates or his family property! 
(There was nevertheless a rebellion by leading aristocrats, 
apparently including his own son Louis the Stammerer).

The Pope, however, celebrated Charles effusively, as he needed 
him for a war. He praised him officially before a holy synod in 
Ravenna, in front of no less than fifty bishops, mostly from Upper 
and Central Italy. And his address to the council fathers - which 
has been preserved - was evidently intended as a kind of gift from 
the host to the expected emperor, the prince called by God, chosen 
and crowned by him, John, and equal to the illustrious great 
grandfather. The assembled prelates also saw Charles as having 
been chosen by an "inspiration of the Holy Spirit" and confirmed 
once again that he had already been crowned emperor in 8y.
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and, at Johann's insistence, threatened all those who would not 
accept this
-undoubtedly d e c r e e d  by God", than
-servant of the devil- with the church ban.

In the last canons of the ravennatic synod, the inviolability of 
church property is again particularly emphasized and it is 
forbidden to give out property of the Roman See as a fief or in 
any other way - "except when the recipients are relatives of the 
popes"! Offenders shall s u f f e r  the anathema."

The synod members also expected protection for their property 
from the emperor, who would soon be approaching over the St. 
Bernard, because the envoys of a pope who had called him so 
often and urgently were hurrying to meet him. For even if all the 
wood in the forests had been turned into tongues, it would not be 
enough to enumerate the suffering that the Saracens were causing 
him. But worse than the pagans were the bad Christians. But no 
one would hear his cry of fear, no one would help, retre, unless it 
was the emperor. John himself traveled to meet him as far as 
Pavia and, as he could hardly tame his desire to meet Charles, also 
to V6rcelli noCh, where he received fhn e}2jjt gföBt honors (ho- 
nore maximo).

But by the time they were both in Pavia, the old coronation city 
where the empress was also to become queen of Italy, Charles's 
nephew, Louis the Detite's eldest son, the Bavarian Karlmann, 
was already approaching with strong allies over the Brenner Pass. 
They therefore crossed the Po to the south, where in Tortona the 
pope, simply enough and in a hurry, consecrated Richildis as 
empress, in order to then make their way quickly and, so to speak, 
by stealth to Rome, in fact with nothing in their hands but a gift 
for St. Peter, a heavy crucifix made of pure gold and decorated 
with exquisite gemstones, the like of which had never before been 
given by a king (Annales Vedastini).

The empress returned in the meantime via Mont Cenis with 
Charles' treasures, while he himself also fled in the end, as the 
expected reinforcements from the greats of his empire, who had 
repeatedly sworn allegiance to him, failed to materialize, indeed, 



they now conspired against him, as did most of the bishops. So 
Charles dared
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He did not fight with Karlmann; "for all his life", writes the East 
Frankish annalist, "he was in the habit of openly turning his back 
or secretly running away from his soldiers when he had to face 
the enemy" (Annales Fuldenses).

While still on the road, he caught a fever, fell ill, as 
ecclesiastical chroniclers insinuate, from a medicine of his Jewish 
personal physician Sedechias against fever - "a powder", the 
editor of the yearbooks of St. Bertin knows, "a deadly poison"; "a 
bctrü- gei-, who, according to Abbot Regino, bewitched the 
people -with magic jugglery and enchantments- (magicis 
prestigiis incantationi- busque ... deludebat). Terminally ill, Earl 
reached Mont Genis in a palanquin and died on its fiiB in "a 
miserable hut" {Annales Berriniani) in the hamlet of Brides der 
Mau- rienne (Savoy) on October 6, 8y2 at the age of Jh years after 
3y years of reign "from diarrhea in great misery" (Annales 
Fuldenses). Embalmed "with wine and all kinds of odors", he was 
carried on, but because of the smell he was soon placed in a 
barrel, which was plastered inside and out and also sewn in 
leather. Nevertheless, the stench became increasingly unpleasant, 
which is why Charles the Bald's remains were not transferred to 
St. Denis as he had wished, but were first left to rest in the 
monastery of Nantua near Lyon as they lay in the cask."

JOHAHN PREISTS LMAHN AND CROWNS
LUDwIG DEN STAMMLER

Now the Pope, whose entire plans to elevate the Papal States to 
the dominant power in Italy collapsed with the death of the 
Emperor, found himself defenceless against his enemies. After 
Charlemagne's flight and death, the kingdom of Italy fell 
effortlessly to his nephew Charles. And the same bishops who had 
just celebrated Charles the Bald in Ravenna as the "most Christian 
and mildest emperor", indeed, whose threat of banishment had 
also been made against Charles.
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man, the same bishops now paid homage to him. Likewise the 
Pope, the epitome of an opportunist. He spoke briskly of the 
"inhuman counsel of God" and praised Jetet Kaufmann as the 
only protector of the Church and its most faithful defender ...

However, the Bavarian himself was defeated, if not already 
marked by death, at least seriously ill, and was forced to retreat 
to (Alt-)Ötting, his palace, in November. He also returned home 
in a litter. And his army dragged a terrible plague that claimed 
many victims into the Frankish Empire, where epidemics were 
already raging, the "Italian fever" and an eye disease - so that 
many breathed their last from coughing (Annales Fuldenses)."

In Italy, however, the margraves Lambert of Spoleto and his 
brother-in-law Adalbert of Tuscia, two closely connected clans, 
now came forward with their claims. Neither the pope's anger nor 
his flattery of Lambert helped. In the spring of 78, the latter, soon 
to be John's "sole supporter" and
"most faithful defender-, soon the "son of perdition-, like-
who suddenly arrived in Rome with his brother-in-law to enforce 
Karlmann's recognition. For thirty days they held the pope, who 
hurled the ray of banishment against the church robbers, captive. 
Then John, who had announced a general synod in western 
Franconia, hurried to Arles via Genoa with three swift sailors 
from Naples. And on September 7, he crowned Charles the Bald's 
son, Louis II, in Troyes.
Stammler 1$77 879)' as king, although he was barely fit to rule 
due to his bouts of illness, despite the fact that Archbishop 
Hinkmar, the practiced goronator, had only crowned him in 
Compiégne on 8 December of the previous year.
Although he had just, in the same year, repudiated his wife 
Ansgard, who had given him two sons, Louis III and Karlmann, 
and married the daughter of Count Adalhard, Adelheid, in a 
second marriage while his first wife was still alive, who gave birth 
to Charles III the Simple, the pope did not crown her, but 
supported Louis the Progenitor in 87s.



*5* JoxuM VlIi. (87s-88z} them Pwzse, wiE xc in Bucii snirr

The Pope's "crowning of fortification" (Schneidmüller) and 
banishment of all enemies. And finally, in his final speech at 
Troyes - the first council in the presence of the Pope in the 
Frankish kingdom north of the Alps - he demanded that the 
bishops force his return to Rome by force of arms.

John had opened the SyROde in I x. August 8y8 and had also 
expected the three East Frankish kings and their bishops, as he 
wanted to choose his candidate for emperor in front of a large 
forum. However, no one came from East Franconia, indeed, the 
kings did not answer the papal letters at all, Charlemagne even 
remained silent after a second papal letter, and there were only 
three bishops from Italy; John had brought them with him himself.

The rest of the 8ynod - which was also attended by Bishop 
Hinkmar of Laon, who was later blinded and (much to the 
annoyance of Hinkmar of Reims) at least partly
"rehabilitated" - among other things once again massively for 
the return of church goods by the laity, who were otherwise 
threatened with excommunication and the refusal of a Christian 
burial; the aim was to reduce the taxes that had allegedly been 
weighing on church assets for decades (after all, wrote the aged 
Hinkmar to the new king, "the once rich churches had become 
completely without resources").

Louis II, who was appointed king by the mercy of God and the 
election of the people (!), promised to leave the church ordinances 
and the laws untouched. But he was ill and the very next year, 
after a sudden deterioration in his condition, he was said to have 
died on Good Friday, not quite 33 years old."

While the king was still alive, however, Pope John VIII had 
courted a man who had already accompanied him to Troyes, who 
then led him back to Italy and on whom he clearly intended to 
place nothing less than the imperial crown - Count Boso of 
Vienne (d. 71
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PrxFFKING BoSO STEPS INTO THE RAMPE1'4LIGHT

Boso was the son of the Lotharingian count Biwin, the lay abbot 
of Gorze, and a nephew of Lothar's 11th wife Theutberga and her 
brother, the abbot Hticbert of Saint-Maurice. After Charles the 
Bald's marriage to Boso's sister Richilde - he had given her to him 
at the time(p. zIy) - he began his rise in the service of the king, 
who bestowed numerous dominions and offices on him in 
Aquitaine, Burgundy and Italy. In 86q Boso was given the abbey 
of Saint-Mäurice, in 70 the county of Vienne, and two years later 
he became chamberlain and magister ostiariorum for Charles' son 
Louis, the sub-king of Aquitaine, which he now ruled.
71' 7*, during Charles's first Italian campaign, he probably 
received Provence and was appointed missus for Italy at the 
imperial assembly in Pavia in February 7 ßtif and given the title 
of Her-
of Lombardy as viceroy, so to speak.

Boso seems to have lacked as little in piety as he did in cruelty. 
At the very least, he had a number of monasteries where prayers 
were said for him on his orders. Boso had the eyes of Bishop 
Hinkmar of Laon, who had been overthrown and imprisoned for 
several years, plucked out in prison, poisoned his first wife 
according to a "credible source" and then stole Ermengard, 
formerly the fiancée of the Byzantine heir to the throne, the only 
heiress of Emperor Louis II, in order to marry her, as she brought 
him considerable property in northern Italy.

However, Pope John VIII not only approved of the irregularity 
of this marriage, but also assured in writing that he would regard 
Boso and Ermengard as his own children. After all, an upstart like 
Boso seemed to him to be just the man to take on Charles in Italy 
and take the Italian kingdom from him.
can. Thus he appointed deIt< 7 Boso, the "glorious prince", as 
his son per adoptionis gratiam {an act that had a tradition-
forming effect), which placed him as filius adoptivus under the 
special spiritual protection of the pope, but he in turn also had 
special protective duties for the pope.
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who threatened to ban anyone who dared to turn against his "son" 
(predictum filiiim nostrum).

The Holy Father enticed Boso, who was to accompany him to 
Rome on behalf of Louis II, with the royal crown of Provence and 
even the imperial title - nothing less than a planned revolt against 
the Carolingians, as Boso did not belong to their dynasty. But that 
was not all: -The pope orchestrated a downright treacherous 
game. He solicited troops to support Boso from Louis the 
Stammerer, who himself had laid claim to Italy¡ the Carolingians 
themselves were to further the decline of his dynasty" (£ried)."

Boso, who had even openly conspired against Charles the Bald, 
to whom he owed his entire career, numerous high offices and 
great feats, and had also put his son and successor Louis the 
Stammerer under severe pressure, finally also abandoned his sons 
Louis III and Karlmann. In return, he surrendered on October 5, 
7s in  the  (now go th ic )  church  o f  the  (now go th ic )  
"Boso Dei gratia". October 7s in the (now officially
Mantaille, south of Vienne (near Anney-
ron, Dép. Drôme), was elected king in Burgundy and Provence - 
2a kind of "priest-king", since he was elected by the clergy only, 
in close reference to the election of bishops.
clothed, by >7 archbishops and bishops, and then anointed, all 
naturally by divine inspiration.

A process with far-reaching consequences. This was because 
the priests from the Rhone region were disregarding Boso's lack 
of legitimacy, disregarding the East Frankish Carolingian dynasty 
and its claim to prosperity. For the first time in i 3o years, the sole 
right of the Carolingians to a crown was thus broken. Boso had 
ignored the young sons of the progenitor, considering them "for 
nothing", as "spurious children", their
Mother, after all, on Charles' orders (p. a47. *'i) -had been 
rejected and destroyed" (Regino von Prüm). And Boso's 
ambitious wife Er-
mengard did not want to live any longer, she, daughter of an 
emperor and bride of an emperor - mau had betrothed her to 
Basileios I (p. a6i) in 866 - could not make her husband king.



 

Boso threw gifts around and vowed to do everything according 
to the wishes of the clergy. Quite apart from the fact that many 
bishops had been made compliant not only "through promises of 
abbeys and land ownership, but also through threats" (Annales 
Berti- niani). Without hesitation, Boso then also robbed 
monasteries and church property in Reims and even seized the 
papal crown estate of Vendeuvre in order to satisfy the most 
influential prelates and vassals, people who once again feigned 
electio per inspirationem by claiming that Boso's election had 
been given to them by God by virtue of their fervent prayer. For 
to present the Electus as predestined by God was -almost like a 
phrase" (Eichmann) - and it was always a lie.  "Not only in Gaul," 
the bishops praised Boso,
-but also in Italy he shone before all, so that the Roman Pope 
John, esteeming him like a son, praised his fair mindedness with 
much praise ..." And the murderer of his first wife, the robber of 
his second, confessed his only blessed Catholic faith, gratefully 
submitted to the supervision of the princes of the Church and 
promised to protect their privileges.

In Lyon, the largest city of the new empire, Archbishop 
Aurelian crowned Boso king - not thanks to his birth, his right of 
inheritance, but thanks to the clergy, who were clearly taking their 
cue from Pope John. For just as he took the liberty of choosing an 
emperor as patron, they now also claimed the right to choose a 
protector as they saw fit, naturally to their greatest possible 
advantage. Although the Frankish kings came to an agreement 
against the usurper and conquered the fortress of Mficon on the 
Saone in the summer of 88o, they were unable to take Vienne, as 
Charles unexpectedly broke off the siege in order to move to 
Italy. And Boso held his ground against the resistance of the West 
and East Frankish Carolingians u n t i l  the end of his life on i r. 
January 7
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THE USER WANTS "FIRST AND FOREMOST*
PxPST JOHANN BERUFEN

But the pope insisted on the right to elect and crown the emperor. 
-For the one," John once wrote to Archbishop Ansbert of Milan, 
"who is to be consecrated by us for the emperorship must first and 
foremost be called and chosen by us.

For centuries, however, the Roman bishop had no say at all 
in this matter, let alone any decision-making power.
right. For centuries he was, like all other patriarchs and bishops, 
the emperor's subordinate, his overlord. And none other than Leo I 
(Ryo-¢6x), -the Great- (the only pope, apart from Gregory 1 and 
ditto -Great", to be bestowed with the most ancient and highest 
title of the Catholica, that of a Doctor of the Church),
even granted the emperor the right to overturn council resolutions 
concerning dogmas. Not enough, he conceded to him - and by no 
means just once! -infallibility, infallibility in faith, while it was 
his, the pope's, "duty" to "reveal what you know and proclaim 
what you believe ..." (II z J¢ f.).

Difficile est satiram non scribere.
Charles I had passed on his emperorship to his son Louis the 

Fromraean through his own power,
Pope LeO III (79J- iö) recognized Charles' supremacy over the 
ecclesiastical state from the very beginning. He had obeyed him 
as well as iramex in Kirchenin- terna and, as his subject, had also 
recognized his
coins according to the years of the emperor's reign, even honoring 
them with a prostration after his coronation as emperor (IV 446 
ff.). And following his father's example, Louis the Pious also gave 
the imperial crown to Lothar I, his first-born, just as he himself 
appointed his eldest as emperor. The ecclesiastical blessing by the 
pope was added later, but this did not yet result in a papal right of 
disposal, which John VIII derived from the coronation of Charles 
the Bald, albeit also to non-Carolingians, which the candidates 
were unquestionably happy to accept.



 
 

LRTZTER APPELr w Boso
^... NOW IS THE DAY OF THE SALVATION

OF
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NNS ° FOURFOLD GAME"

Of course, there were enough opponents to the papal ambitions, 
especially among the Italian princes and church leaders. And 
Archbishop Ansbert of Milan, who led them on, was
had already failed to appear at the synod convened in Pavia in 
December °7g. At the time, John, led by Boso and his wife, had 
crossed Mont Cenis and was urgently called to Turin.
and cajoled the Italian greats to Pavia to discuss "the situation of 
the Holy Church of God and the peace of the country". But no one 
came. Even when the Pope postponed the appointment and once 
again and more urgently summoned princes and ecclesiastical 
princes to Pavia, indeed, the West Frankish king
"to fight his enemies", everything failed to materialize and the 
Holy Father and his paladin remained alone in the city.

So each of them continued their journey separately, Boso back 
to Provence, the Pope back to Rome. And when he met Ansbert
and all his suffragans to a synod in May $7s to discuss, among 
other things, the installation of a new king of Italy, that of his 
adopted son Boso of course, Ansbert again did not come; he did 
not even apologize and was excommunicated. And when the 
Metropolis, who calmly continued to say mass and perform his 
duties, also
did not arrive at a synod in Rome in October, he was deposed. Of 
course, the next year he backed down and swore an oath of 
allegiance to the Pope.

But John also addressed Boso one last time from Italy, enticing 
him with a biblical twang: -The secret plan which, with God's 
help, we agreed upon with you at Troyes, w e  keep firmly and 
unalterably in our apostolic breast like a hidden treasure and wish, 
as long as we live, to accomplish it with all our strength and 
vigor. For this reason, if it pleases your heart, you should now 
s e t  it t o  work; for, as the apostle



 

 

exhorts: "Behold, now is the pleasant time, now is the day of 
salvation, when you can effectively fulfill your desires with the 
Lord."

However, Pope John had probably known for some time that 
Boso was no longer able or willing to serve him. So he 
apparently gave up his beloved adopted son, whose dear 
friendship he did not "want to miss for the sake of anyone, for 
the sake of God. Now he appealed - no doubt still at a pleasant 
time, on the day of salvation - to the unloved kings of the 
Franks, the Swabian king Charles and Charlemagne, whose two 
kingdoms bordered on Italy. -While he acted as if he were holding 
on to Boso," writes Johannes Haller, -and affirmed that he had 
not sought help from anyone else, he was already making 
contact with Charles of Swabia and promised him any 
increase, but dealt even more eagerly with Carlemagne, sending 
the man who had been paralyzed by the stroke and deprived of 
speech for months
In the summer of 7s, two bishops sent him a letter of help with the 
assurance that he had not asked for anyone else's help, promising 
him honor and salvation in this and that life,
He even threatened him with the judgment seat of Christ. He even 
sought to entice the eldest of the German brothers, Louis III of 
Rhenish Franconia and Saxony, the most distant of the 
Carolingians, with the Roman imperial crown, which would bring 
him greater glory than all his ancestors and lay all kingdoms at his 
feet. At the same time, he still demanded that the kingdom of Italy 
should be modeled on him ...- And Louis III the Younger, brother 
of Emperor Charles III, also adopted John soon after Boso 
disappointed him. "It is clear that the pope was not playing a 
double, but a triple or quadruple game (Hartmann)."

In any case, Boso did not want to risk everything he had 
already won for the dubious imperial crown and the alluring pope. 
Without forfeiting apostolic favor, he now sought to expand and 
consolidate his power at home, in Provence. The situation there 
was precarious enough.
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FRENCH CONVERSItIon COnTROL

From his first marriage (to Ansgard), Louis the Stammerer had 
left two sons, Louis and Karlmann, and finally designated the 
elder, Louis III- ( 7W88z}, as his sole successor. The powerful 
Hugh Abbas, a cousin of Charles the Bald and lay abbot of St. 
Germain d'Auxerre, also supported this. However, Boso regarded 
the progenitor's son, like his brother Charles, as illegitimate 
(degeneres) and also passed over Charles (III the Festering), 
who had just been born after him.

Even Louis' own chancellor, Abbot Gauzlin, betrayed him. The 
abbot had already been chancellor and one of Charles the Bald's 
closest confidants, to whom he also owed some of the richest 
estates: Jumieges, St. Amand, St.-Germain-des-Prés, 7*
St.-Denis. 84   he became Bishop of Paris. Abbot Gauzlin was,
Alongside Abbot Hugh, he was at times the leading man of the 
West Franconian kingdom. He represented the house of the 
influential Rorgonids, while Hugh Abbas represented the family 
clan of the West Frankish Guelphs. Thus, immediately after the 
king's death, Gauzlin, together with the nobles between the Seine 
and Meuse rivers, out of fear of his powerful rival Hugh, called on 
the East Franconian Louis the Younger to invade the Western 
Kingdom and offered him the crown of the land.

Louis did not need to be told twice. He advanced to Verdun via 
Metz, whereby his atrocities and devastation during the advance, 
his "wickedness of every kind", allegedly
"even surpassed the evil deeds of the pagans" (Annales 
Bertiniani)¡ Verdun was also plundered. However, if Abbot 
Gauzlin had initially beaten the royal loyalists to the punch, the 
latter, led by Lay Abbot Hugh, now ceded West Lotharingia to 
Louis in order not to lose everything. Twice Charles the Bald 
had tried to annex the whole of Lotharingia to the Western 
Empire by breaking the law, and now it belonged entirely to 
Eastern France, albeit also by breaking the law.

But Ludwig the Younger immediately gave Gauzlin and Ge-
and returned home satisfied - and was greeted by his
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He immediately persuaded his greedy, ambition-ridden wife 
Liutgard to wage a new war in order to win the entire Western 
Empire. He now took the opposition in the north, Gauzlin and his 
followers, who called him again, back into service, whereupon 
they immediately set out, as a sort of advance party, plundering 
and pillaging through the country, signaling Louis' arrival.

However, he was still preoccupied with Bavaria, whose king, 
his brother Karlmann, was wasting away more and more 
miserably. Ludwig hurried from Forchheim, where he had just 
celebrated the "birthday of the Lord", to Bavaria, ruthlessly 
dethroned the already linguistically incapable king, seized his land 
and then celebrated the resurrection of the Lord in Frankfurt. In 
between, on March 88o, Karlmann died. Louis had advanced 
further into western France, but was satisfied with the cession of 
western Lotharingia.

In the late summer of *79, Abbot Hugh had already had 
Archbishop Ansegis of Sens crown and anoint the West Frankish 
princes Ludwig III and Karlmann as kings. And
In the south, a third king, Boso, the Hercog of Provence, had just 
become king in October, the first king of non-Croatian descent in 
the former empire. When, two years after the death of his brother 
Karlmann, Louis III the Younger was also crowned king in the 
East on zo. January 88s in Frankfurt am Main without children (as 
his only young son of the same name had broken his neck by 
falling from a palace window), the whole of East Franconia fell to 
his youngest brother, the Swabian king Charles.
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AGAINST OVERLAS SUNG VOx WAR SHIPSI'4 U.A. 
JOHAHN WILL REPEAL THE1"1 TWO-TIME

DISMANTLED AND CURLEDx PxTRIARCHEx PHOTIOS

As Pope John was unable to win over the East Frankish 
Carolingians for the time being, he did not hesitate to c o n t a c t  
Constantinople again in the last years of his life, especially as it 
seemed that Italy might become Byzantine again. Bart', taken by 
Emperor Louis II in 8yi, had already reverted to Byzantium in 7, 
and its generals in Lower Italy often retained the upper hand; 
Greek rule was consolidated.
itself.

In April 7*, before setting off for the Frankish Empire, the Pope 
had also s e n t  an appeal for help to Emperor Basileios I i**7- 
*fj, a far more rapid careerist than
Boso. After all, the former groom had made all his rivals scruple-
He also got rid of his patron Michael III, who crowned him co-
emperor in 866 and whom he - himself of the greatest importance 
in legal history due to his new legal codification - had murdered at 
night the following year (p. azI f.).

Pope John repeated his contact 7s And he did not give himself 
up for military aid, for the announced surrender of warships of the 
Eastern Roman ruler and the evacuation of the Bulgarian mission 
territory by the Greek imperial church, deti Patriarch Photios, 
despite all earlier
to recognize him again as the rightful patriarch, to welcome him 
as a brother in office and to praise him highly. Yet two of his 
predecessors had irrevocably deposed and solemnly cursed him! 
Had the well-known VIII Ecumenical Council
In the 8th Council in the Hagia Sophia 8äq' 7 under t h e  
direction of the papal legals or the honorable Basileios 1. 
personally confirmed the deposition of Photios and annulled the 
ordinations he had conferred.

Now, in the winter of 8y9/88o, John's envoys signed their 
names to a council, the last of the entire church, but now u n d e r  
the direction of the now rehabilitated
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Photios to curse everything that would oppose his recognition! "In 
order to avoid disputes," theologian Bernhard Ridder (once 
General President of the international Kolping Society) instructs 
us, "the Pope consented under certain conditions. But no pope has 
ever consented to anything just to avoid controversy, at least not 
to processes of such relevance. In fact, it was simply a new 
adaptation to the circumstances, which moreover aroused the 
distrust of the Frankish king Charles and did not lead to success. 
Neither in Lower Italy, where the Greeks regained control of their 
important east coast with the conquest of Taranto in 88o, but 
continued to leave the west coast to the Arabs¡ nor in the 
Bulgarian Empire, which continued to be subject to the Greek 
Church (p. ziq ff.)."

However, Daniel-Rops, the Catholic church historian, does not 
see the Holy Father as being drawn into a single swamp of 
corruption, cabals and deviousness, but only his protagonists, 
everything around him. -He himself, an old and clumsy 
apologist's trick that has been used throughout the ages, sits 
enthroned like innocence incarnate in the midst of it all. ("The 
Führer doesn't know that.")"

Vox KwLMAxN TO URL III. THE FUCK

In reality, this pope was opportunism incarnate. He made friends 
with almost everyone, the more powerful the better. He lured, 
frightened, summoned anyone who seemed to suit him, sent 
letters, legal letters, begged for salvation, help, flattered, promised 
friendship, eternal salvation, promised everyone the crown, which 
"subjugated all kingdoms. And when he could no longer hope for 
anything from Karlmann, the infirm, the language-robbed, the 
incurably ill, his legals forced a declaration of renunciation from 
him in favor of Karl, his brother, not only younger, but also more 
willing, more compliant, more useful.
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more important to the Holy Father. And when the East Franks 
agreed to leave Italy to Charles III of Swabia (the Fat One), the 
Pope begged him: "With regard to Boso, you should rest assured 
that he will neither have nor find a friendly approach nor 
assistance from our side, because we have sought you as a friend 
and helper and want to hold and cherish you with all our heart as 
our dearest son,i'

He now declared Boso, his adopted son, now king of Provence 
and, with all his troubles and difficulties there, useless to him, a 
tyrant. In contrast, he crowned Charles
III proclaimed the Fat Man king in January 88o at an imperial 
assembly in Ravenna in the presence of the magnates and bishops 
of the country. All secular and ecclesiastical greats, with the 
exception of the Pope, swore an oath of allegiance to him. 
However, much to the Roman's disappointment, Charles had no 
desire for the imperial crown and no desire to fight with the 
pagans and false Christians. Instead, he returned across the Alps 
in May, leaving behind only the Dukes of Tuscany and Spoleto, 
who were not very favorable to him, under the protection of the 
Pope.

In true desperation, John now asked the king to take care of the 
state of St. Peter and to send an authorized missus (legate) to 
Rome. Peter and send an authorized missus (legal representative) 
to Rome. He begged and complained, and again not just once. But 
when the coming of the ruler himself was imminent, he suddenly 
imposed conditions on him in his last letter of zy. January 88o, he 
suddenly made conditions, threatened him, reproached him for 
being hasty, forbade him to cross the borders of the Papal States 
before he had given guarantees for the good of his soul, before he 
had sanctioned his wishes, which had been conveyed to him by 
the pope through a legate, in every word and paragraph.

However, Charles did not joke about it, traveled very 
leisurely to Rome, staying in northern Italy for months, and 
was crowned Roman Emperor on February 88x in St. Peter's - with 
a crown from the treasury of St. Peter. He was crowned Roman 
Emperor in St. Peter's in February 88x - with a crown from the 
treasury of St. Peter - as the first of the East Frankish line of 



Carolingians. It triumphed over papal politics, admittedly only 
after the pope had already been crowned in Ra-
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venna had obtained Charlemagne's momentous promise - to guard 
the treaties and privileges of the Holy Roman Church; a promise 
that the king of Italy, the rex Romanoruni, as he was later called, 
had to make throughout the Middle Ages before receiving the 
imperial crown.

But Charles, a potentate whose work consisted of little more 
than waiting and doing nothing, which also brought him more 
success than glory, now in possession of the imperial dignity, 
retraced his steps even more leisurely, spending a whole year in 
Pavia and Milan, and also making a trip to Lake Constance, while 
John's care pursued him incessantly. The Roman saw all around 
him a constant stream of grief and sadness. The evil was growing 
from day to day, he wrote, and it would be better to die than to 
endure it any longer. He wished for war against Christians and 
Saracens and asked Charles to send an army without delay to 
finally establish order - impossible. So John (the empress and 
Archchancellor Liutward) continued to complain of his suffering. 
Sleep fled his eyelids, food his lips. In the midst of the darkness 
he hoped for light, but no longer wanted to leave Rome and feared 
b e i n g  captured and drowned."

ØAPST JOHANN HUNTS $ARACENS -
THE THOLIKEI'J COLLABORATE WITH THEM

All of the pope's acts of adaptation served not least to increase his 
domestic power, the Papal States, and to subjugate parts of 
southern China to him. However, since the beginning of the 
Islamic occupation of the Byzantine
S Zilien 8 7 * foúhlicli the maritime attackers of the pirates, 
more or less spectacular raids, the scope of which was apparently 
not recognized at the Frankish imperial court. Especially since
After the collapse of Emperor Louis' power, the Arabcr 
advanced from Sixilien and Tarcnt, mostly along the west coast.



The Sabina, Latium and Tuscia were plundered, the papal estates 
and monasteries devastated, Rome and its treasures threatened. 
John VIII, one of the most important figures in the dark history 
of the later yth century due to his "fanatical zeal, but above all 
his holy zeal for war" (Ephesus, p. 1). (Eickhoff), he was the 
first pope to sail with his own fleet against the Mohammedans, 
took x8 galleys from them at the Cape of Circe and guaranteed 
eternal bliss to each of his martyrs (pp. 2-37 f.). He called on the 
whole world to hunt the Saracens: the Italians, Charles the Bald, 
Boso of Vienne, the Dalmatian prince Domagoj, a 
"charismatic" Croat and pirate whose ships frequently engaged 
in piracy in the Adriatic (Ferjanéic), which led the Venetians 
and Byzantines after him.

The papal battle, which was by no means against the Saracens, 
only for the protection of the country, but secretly for the 
subjugation of southern Italy, was of course not very promising. 
All the less so as Catholic princes and Circian princes cooperated 
with the enemies of Christ in order to protect themselves against 
Eastern and Western emperors and against the Holy Father, of 
course also for the sake of many trade advantages (in the 
apologetic diction of Daniel-Rop: -yes even political bishops tried 
to steer their little ships independently-). The Christians 
concluded alliances and treaties with the "infidels", they recruited 
mercenaries from them, tolerated them in close proximity, 
provided for them, protected them, some apparently even fought 
against Christians on Saracen campaigns. Naples, Gaeta, Amalfi 
and Salerno kept up with the Arabs. And the Pope, who sought to 
gather a Lower Italian league around him, hurled biblical verses 
and bans against the unfaithful, whom he sometimes paid for an 
alliance."

For example, the Amalfitans.
Amalfi, the coastal town on the Gulf of Salerno, squeezed 

between the mountains and the sea and the neighboring areas of 
Sorrento, Naples and Salerno, was only able to maintain a 
certain independence through a strong fleet and changing 
alliances.
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create. 8jfi and 8qq it fought alongside Naples against the 
Saracens, later it stood against Naples with Emperor Louis II. It 
then made pacts with the Arabs out of trade interests. As John 
VIII tried to dissuade them and secure their fleet for himself 
(annual coastal protection between Traetto and Civitavecehia, 
both of which belonged to the Church), the Amalfitans had 
collected zo one gold pieces (silver shillings, mancusi) from him, 
but had not harmed a single Saracen and had not repaid a denarius 
to the pope, but soon claimed that they were entitled to II em by 
treaty and collaborated,
although John gave them $7P the io ooo to continue with the 
enemies of the Lord. Even when the pope gave them iooo 
additional gold pieces for the current year and complete exemption 
from customs duties.
for all their merchant ships in the port of Rome, on the other hand 
threatened the bishop and the prefect of Amalfi with 
excommunication and banishment at the end of 7s, along with a 
trade boycott - in
all the countries in which they used to trade", neither the threat 
nor the promised increase in subsidies could persuade the 
Amalfitans to wage war for His Holiness.

Difficulties with Capua too.
The city in Campania, ¢y6 destroyed by the Sandals, 8¢i by the 

Saracens, in between Byzantine, long longobaric, had been rebuilt 
in 8J6 under Bishop Landulf, somewhat off the beaten track on a 
bend of the Volturno. At the same time, Landulf founded a 
dynasty that had held the title of prince since Zoo. The prelate also 
ruled over the secular power of his territory and continued to 
cooperate with the opponents of Christ, while the Holy Father 
hunted them down. Landulf's oaths to the emperor, the pope and 
the prince of Salerno were of as little concern to him as the 
dogmas of the church. The shepherd of souls, who led a court like 
a sultan, surrounded far more by eunuchs than by clerics, was 
bound only by power and fame. And while he was allying himself 
with the Saracens, he quarreled with the monastery of Monte 
Cassino, publicly declaring that whenever he saw a monk, it was a 
bad omen for him."



Johann had better luck in Salerno.
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He visited it in 8y6, dissuaded Duke Guaiferius from his 
alliance with the Arabs and armed him against Naples. 
Following the example of his relatives in Benevento, the 
valiant Catholic not only had all the Muslims serving him 
slain, but also, on the Pope's orders, had zy captured 
Neapolitan nobles beheaded.

KILLING OF CAPTURED MUSlM LEADERS: 
rarSvLiciiE CONdItIon FRIEDRaUF1 'IAHME I1'4 

THE CHURCH

In Naples, the city ruler Sergius 11 and his brother Athanasius, 
whom Pope John had m a d e  bishop of the city, feuded for years. 
The duke, who did not want to let go of the Saracens at any price, 
drove Athanasius away and finally tried to get rid of him for good 

with Saracen help, which of course failed.
In March *77, the Pope used the Synod of Gaeta to instigate an 

uprising in Naples and financed
even with his gold. Bishop Athanasius tore out the eyes of his 
own brother Sergius and sent him to the loudly rejoicing Holy 
Father, who had the "new Holofernes" imprisoned and starved to 
death. This was followed by cash, Bible verses and much praise 
from Rome for the "godly deed", the episcopal fratricide, the 
"man of God", as the Pope calls him, who loves God more than 
his own flesh and blood, who rules the Christian people in justice 
and holiness like a good shepherd! (Incidentally, when a leading 
ally of the Greeks fell in a Croatian revolt and the perpetrator and 
successor sided with Rome, John VIII also praised the murderer of 
princes and promised him victory over all visible and invisible 
enemies).

But Bishop Athanasius of Naples, now also a duke there, 
became the learned disciple of his Roman master. He soon 
changed fronts. He now played the role of the liquidated
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brother and joined the Muslims even more closely than the 
latter. No amount of gold or curses from the pope, who threw 
them around like hardly anyone else, kept him from joining 
forces with the "infidels". He took them into the port of Naples 
as a crew, left them outside the city walls and had them sacked at 
Vesuvius, whereupon they pillaged Gaeta, Salerno and the 
Lombard principalities as far as Spoleto and Benevento.

Only when they harassed Naples itself, requisitioning weapons, 
horses and women, and the Pope bribed the bishop with money, 
did he drive out his allies, was released from the ban along with 
the city - and immediately brought new Saracens from Sicily, only 
to change sides once a g a i n , now standing by the Pope once more 
and attacking his long-time accomplices together with detachments 
from Rome, Capua and Salerno. John, however, had made the 
extradition or killing of the captured Muslim leaders a condition 
for his readmission to the Church. He demanded that the bishop 
survive the noble Saracens named to him and put the others to the 
sword. But then Pope John himself was deeply humiliated, he had to 
make annual tribute payments to the Saracens and buy temporary 
peace for zy ooo silver lings.

The unbelieving devils, however, settled near Paestum. Still 
others, summoned by Duke Docibilis I of Gaeta out of fear of 
the pope, established themselves at the mouth of the Gari- 
gliano, devastating Campania, Tuscany, the Sabina and the region 
of Rome for decades from a powerful cartel. And just like 
Amalfi, but much more costly, John now occupied Gaeta, which 
was important due to its location and fleet, by giving it the coastal 
hinterland with Fondi and Traetto (today Mintiirno) to expand its 
scarce territory.

Even the largest monasteries in southern Italy, such as S. Vincenzo 
on Vol- turno and Monte Cassino, were destroyed by the Saracens 
i n  88i and 883, but not, as is often claimed, the imperial Farfa in 
Sabine, next to Nonantula in Lombardy
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Italy's most beautiful monastery at the time and as rich as a 
principality. Abbot Peter defended it for seven years, brought his 
treasures to safety and left the abbey. While the Arabs spared the 
monastery because of its beauty, Christian raiders from the 
Cegenda burned it down, leaving it desolate for thirty years. 
"Thus the fear of Catholic princes of the earthly designs of a pope 
was one of the most important causes that allowed the Saracens to 
fortify themselves in Lower Italy" (Gregorovius). Or as 
Johannes Haller summarizes: "The pope's policy in Lower Italy 
was crowned by complete misdeeds"; "the world had 
understood that what he was striving for and demanding from 
his predecessors was about temporal rights and earthly rule, not 
about faith and church, and he should not have thought of 
promising paradise as an eternal feudal reward for this struggle."^

Just as John VIII led his power struggles to the outside world, 
so

also internally, against influential clerics as well as noble 
families.

JOHANNEAN SrIessGESELLEH U1fD FIRST 
PAPAL ASSASSINATION

John particularly disliked, and probably feared, Bishop Formosus 
of Porta (86d-8y6). He had already made a name for himself 
under earlier popes. Under Nicholas 1 as a Bulgarian missionary 
and founder of the Bulgarian Church, although his elevation to 
archbishop failed¡ under Hadrian 11 as legate in Constantinople 
and in other missions. John, however, excommunicated the bishop 
on zq. April 8y6 for allegedly conspiring against the emperor and 
pope, a judgment that was even renewed several times. He also 
stripped him of his bishopric and of all ecclesiastical degrees. 
Perhaps Forinosus was a competitor in John's elevation, he 
himself was keen on the papal dignity - and he still got it (p. 3* 1
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When F-ormosus evaded his condemnation by fleeing to the 
western Frankish kingdom, other personalities also left Rome¡ 
people who, entrusted with the most important offices of the 
court, had spent years in John's immediate vicinity and had made 
a name for themselves, so to speak, through embezzlement, affairs 
with women, robbery and murder.

The pope's treasurer, perhaps also master of the entire 
administration, a certain Georgius of the Aventine, had killed his 
own brother because of womanizing, secured himself financially 
by marrying a niece of Pope Benedict III, then murdered his wife, 
almost publicly, and now, unpunished by bribing the judge, 
married Constantina, who of course dumped him herself and was 
just as loose with men as she was with money. After all, she was 
the daughter of the papal master of ceremonies Gregory, who had 
allegedly already enriched himself enormously through fraud and 
robbery under Hadrian II and represented the pope as apocrisiar. 
The militia leader Sergius also belonged to this illustrious circle. 
For pecuniary reasons, he married a niece of Nicholas I, but then 
left her to live with his Frankish concubine Walwisindula."

All these and other honorable Christian Catholic lords were 
now accused under John VIII of colluding with the Arabs, with 
other enemies of the Pope, the Duke of Spoleto and Camerino, 
with Adalbert of Tuscany. And when the rumor of their imminent 
liquidation or conversion
When the news got around, they fled the Eternal City through the 
Porta S. Pancrazio on a spring night in the year 7 using a 
duplicate key. Georg and Gregor had only just
Lateran along with other places of worship and stole the church 
treasury. John excommunicated them and Formosus, who was 
allegedly eager for the papacy and is also said to have used money 
from churches and monasteries in his diocese to escape.

At the Synod of Troyes (S. ayi f.) anno 7, the bishops in the 
presence of the pope (-our tears
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uniting with yours") again against all these "wicked men and 
servants of the devil" and declared in a pompous torrent of 
words once more their "destruction with the sword of the Holy 
Spirit", once more "with heart and mouth, with our unanimous 
will and with the authority of the Holy Spirit- the condemnation 
of those "for execution", in which they declared "all whom you 
have excommunicated, as I have said, to be excommunicated, 
those whom you have expelled from the church to be expelled, 
those whom you have cursed to be cursed". And after they had 
thus assisted their "most holy and venerable Lord and Father of 
Fathers John", they immediately sought his help "against the 
robbers of our churches, against the unworthy robbers and 
despoilers of the church's possessions and goods, as well as 
against the despisers of the holy episcopal office ...".

Four years later, however, it was the Roman's turn. In a palace 
revolt on I6. December 88s, a pious relative, who wanted to 
become pope and rich himself, killed him and then, because the 
gih did not work fast enough, as the Annales Fuldenses briefly but 
vividly describe, "beat him with a hammer until it got stuck in his 
brain" (malleolo, dum usque in cerebro constabat, percussus est, 
expiravit) - the first papal murder. And an example that set a 
precedent (p. 477)

While the Christians fell over each other, not with in the
The popes' immediate surroundings, not only in Italy, while their 
grandees blackmailed each other, while they robbed and killed, 
the Saracens attacked in the south and the Normans in the north. 
Indeed, the Norman plight had become worse again. Even the 
Frankish king Karlmann asked in the year 88d: -Should we be 
surprised that the pagans and foreign peoples are becoming 
masters over us and taking away our temporal possessions, when 
each of us is violently depriving his neighbor of the necessities of 
life? How are we to fight with confidence against our enemies and 
the enemies of the church, since we keep in our own house the 
goods stolen from the poor [Isaiah 33:r] and since we go into the 
field with our bellies full of plunder?""





. CHAPTER

NORMAN DISTRESS AND 
EMPEROR KARL III THE FAT

-But Charles, who held the title of Caixar, marched against 
the Normans with a large army and reached their fortress; but 

then his heart sank, and by the mediation of several he 
obtained by treaty that Gotfrid and his followers should b e  
baptized and that FrieSland, as well as the others, should be 

baptized.
Rorich t o o k  back the estates he had owned." Annalee Bertiniani

-When the emperor b e c a m e  aware of their cunning tricks 
and the interplay of their machinations, he negotiated with 

Henry, a very clever marine, with the secret intention of using a 
ruse to c l e a r  the enemy he had let into the first end of the 

empire out of t h e  way; ... he decided to try it more by artifice 
than by force.

He therefore sent the envoys with unclear instructions
"b and let them return to Godcfrid, under the vcnich<- rung 
that he would give an answer by his messengers to all the 
objects of their mission, as they had given him as well as 

Gedefrid, only that he might continue in faithfulness. 
Thereupon he sent Henry to that man and with him, to conceal 
the fraud that was at work, Williberi, the venerable bishop of 
Cologne ... And indeed Godcfrid died after Everhard had first 
struck him a blow and then Henry's companions had pierced him,

and all the Normans present on the Bttuwe are put down. Only a 
few days later, on the advice of the same Henry, Hugh is lured to 
Gondrcville by promises and taken captive, and at the emperor's 

behest,  Henry
the eyes are poked out . . . After this he was sent to Alamannia to 

the monastery of St. Gallus ... Finally, at the time of King 
Zwentibolch, he was shorn by a trieine hand in the monastery of 

Prüm - Abbot Regjno of Prüm





KILL "Mrr Gore 's HiLFE-
AND BE DEFEATED WITHOUT SIR

For almost two decades, tribute payments by Charles the Bald 
had curtailed the invaders' attacks. From 8y8/8yq, however, the 
raids increased again. At the time, the English king "Alfred the 
Great", who supported the church with donations, monastery 
foundations and money sent annually to Rome, the later 
"Pcterspfennig", had brought the constant Viking attacks to a 
halt, at least for the time being, with an army reform, bases, 
refuge castles and large ships. However, under pressure from 
the Anglo-Saxons, a new wave of Normans, the "Great Army", 
swept across the sea from Britain and devastated the Morin city 
of Tliérouanne with fire and sword, without encountering any 
resistance. And when they saw how well they had got off to a 
good start, they ravaged the entire land of the Menapians with 
fire and sword. Then they invaded the school and destroyed all of 
Brabant with fire and sword." The rich monastery of St. Omer 
was also burned to the ground. The East Franconian king Louis 
III the Younger, the victor of Andernach (5. z f.), drove them 
out; indeed, he killed many "with Gortt's help" (Annales 
Bertiniani), "by the hand of God the greater part" (Reginonis 
chronica), "more than Sooo" (Annales Fuldenses). But Hugh, an 
illegitimate son of the king, also perished in the process - 
otherwise -he would have won a glorious victory over them" 
( A n n a l e s  Vedastini).

But far too rarely were they "chased away - and killed", as it says 
in
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as the Fulda Yearbooks so beautifully Christianize, -in that God 
forgave them what they had earned. In fact, the Normans 
completely destroyed the army under Duke Bruno of Saxony at 
Hamburg on February 88o. He himself, the queen's brother, fell, 
as did Bishop Theoderic of Minden, Bishop Markward of 
Hildesheim and eleven counts and i8 royal satellites along with all 
their men.

At the end of the year 88o, Norman raiding parties, who 
raided up the Rhine as far as the Xanten region, finally 
destroyed the magnificent palace built by Charlemagne in 
Nijmegen. On a8. December, the northerners burnt the monastery 
of St. Vaast in Arras, burnt the town and all the farms in the area, 
killed, expelled, crossed the country as far as the Somme, dragged 
away people, cattle and horses, destroyed Cambrai, devastated 
all the monasteries on the Hisscar, all the monasteries and 
towns by the sea, ravaged Amiens, Corbie, reappeared in Arras 
- and killed everyone they found¡ and after ravaging the whole 
country in the surrounding area with fire and sword,
they returned unharmed to their camp- (Annales Veda-
stini) 4

However, on August 3, 88i, the young West Franconian 
Louis III (the elder son of the Stainmler from his first marriage to 
Ansgard) defeated the robbers at Saucourt-en-Vimeu (near 
Abbeville) at the mouth of the summer - and an Old High 
German praise song, the "Ludwigslied", made him "immortal". 
Written in the Rhine-Franconian dialect, it is the first free German 
rhyming poem and the oldest surviving historical song in our 
literature.

Of course, the unknown, presumably spiritual pen-holder mixes 
up the story, "exaggerating" everything in Christian terms. There
-heidine man", da godes holdon", the Franks, the Lord's 
chosen fighters. They rush into battle with "-kyrieleison", 
Louis himself as the Highest's representative, full of "godes power 
and noble love of enemies, of course, and mercy. "Suman 
thuruhskluog her, 5uman thrtihstah her." (Some he cut i n  half, 
some he stabbed through.) Yes, whoever God
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trustworthy, well behaved ... He is said to have killed sooo riders- 
(Annales Fuldenses). -Uuolar abur Hltidulg, Ku- ning unsér 
s3lig!" (Hail to thee, Louis, our blessed king!) Hail!

But now the "heathen people" under their princes Gottfried and 
Siegfried took over. With a fleet and a land army reinforced by 
cavalry, they advanced far into the East Franconian Empire, 
ravaging not only Maastricht, Tongern and Liège, but also 
Cologne and Bonn - "with churches and buildings" (Annales 
Fu)denses) as well as the fortresses of Zülpich, Jülich and Neuss. 
In Aachen, they destroyed St. Mary's Church, the burial place of 
Charlemagne.
-The monarchs turned the palace of the Great into a stable and set 
fire to the magnificent palace. They also set fire to the 
monasteries of Inden (Cornelimünster), Stablo, Malmedy and 
Prüm. They sewed down the rising rural population like stupid 
cattle (Regino von Prüm), and the streams of refugees poured into 
Mainz.

FUTURE BNSTERBRN IN OsT- UiStD STFRANKEN

From nearby Frankfurt, the terminally ill King Ludwig IH, the 
victor of Andernach, sent an army against the invaders. But when 
he died on zo. January 88z for the Church and the Empire", as it is 
said, -after a life without gain for himself- (Annales Bertiniani), 
his troops, already standing in front of the fortified camp in 
Elsloo, turned back, pursued by the Normans, who cheered Louis' 
death, sang and burned their way to Koblenz and then turned up 
the Moselle. On April J, t h e  day of the Lord's Supper, they 
attacked Trier, which they plundered and burned, after they had 
partly chased away and partly killed the inhabitants" (Annales 
Fuldenses). When they marched against Metz, the local bishop 
Wala fell in battle" (Regino von Prüm).

In the west, Louis III, the victor of Saucoun, was already on his 
way to repel further enemy troops in the Loire region.
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but died on y. August 88z, only about twenty years old 
(because, as the Annales Vedastini reveal, he allegedly - in 
jest", iocando, xu horse chasing a girl, collided too violently 
against the lintel of her father's house). Although his brother 
Karlmann continued the fight, with varying success and an 
enormous payment of in ooo pounds of silver, he died, aged 
only i 8, in December 88d in a hunting accident in the forest of 
Bé2ti (near Andelys) - not by a boar, as was first heard, but, 
the annalists assure us, "involuntarily", by a fellow hunter, one 
of his servants, who wanted to help him. Both kings were buried 
in St. Denis. Louis II had another son by his second wife 
Adelheid. However, as this son, the future Charles III the Fat, 
was still a five-year-old child, the greats of the land hoped for 
help from Charles III the Fat and i n v i t e d  him to West 
Franconia.

XL THE THICKNESS, DRM 
EVERYTHING FALLS AND EVERYTHING 

MISSES

The youngest son of Louis the German, Charles III (83p-888), who 
was only given the nickname "the Fat One" (Crassus) by 
historians in the 16th century. He was the heir to the smallest part 
of the empire - Alemannia and Alsafi - and was initially unusually 
successful. But he was simply lucky. Without ambition, thirst for 
action or lust for power, everything fell to him as if by magic: 88o 
Italy, 88i the imperial crown, then the whole of East Francia.

After the death of his brothers, the ailing Bavarian king 
Kaufmann, who in his last charter granted him the right to rule over 
the small kingdom of Swabia, he reigned for the first time.
in favor of Charles, and King Louis III the Younger, who died on 
zo. January 88s in Frankfurt am Main without heirs, also over 
their regna. And after the death of
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the West Frankish kings, Louis III, the Sie8er of Sau- court, * 5 
August 88z, and his brother Karlmann in December *4- the 
former lord over the north, the latter over the
south of the Western Empire, Charles III was also elected emperor 
there.
recognized. In 885, all secular and ecclesiastical greats 
surrendered to him in the Palatinate of Ponthion,  thus restoring 
the Frankish Empire in its e n t i r e t y .

However, Charles the Fat did not fight the Saracens, as the 
Pope had expected, but the Normans, as he had been 
constantly called upon to do north of the Alps. And of course 
he fought in his own way; on his return from Italy, he first paid 
homage in Bavaria, then in Worms, before he surrounded the 
Norman camp in Asselt (Elsloo) on the lower reaches of the 
Meuse in July 88 with a huge army, including Lombard 
troops. However, even when a fortunate coincidence came to 
his aid when a terrible thunderstorm broke a breach in the walled 
fortifications, he did not blow the whistle and instead began to 
negotiate with the Normans after iz days and secured their 
withdrawal by making major concessions.

In exchange for an oath of fealty and the promise of their leader 
Gottfried to become a Christian, Charles ceded the province of 
Friesland to him. Gottfried, probably related to the Danish royal 
dynasty and often called king in the sources, was personally 
"raised from the holy spring" by the emperor and allowed to 
marry Gisla, Lothar II and Waldrada's illegitimate daughter. 
However, the attempt to integrate the prince into the Carolingian 
dynasty failed bloodily (p. z83 f.). And King Siegfried and the 
other Normans, reports Abbot Regino again, received "an 
immense amount of gold and silver" - several thousand pounds of 
silver and gold - reported the -Annales Bertiniani- and confessed 
that the pious emperor had taken them -from the treasury of St. 
Stephen at Metz and from other saints, and allowed them to 
remain as before to devastate his and his father's part of the 
empire.

At that time, the Archchancellor of the Emperor, Bishop
Liutward of Vercelli, inspected, bribed by the enemy
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and to have brokered the settlement together with one Count 
Wikbert. ( 7 The same prince of the church, sued for adultery 
with the empress, lost his court offices, whereupon he
to Charles' opponent Arnulf of Carinthia¡ 8qp the Uttg8rn 
exhausted him: p. * 7 f.)'.

Of course, the Norman misery was not over with all this, least 
of all in the Western Empire.

CNN CHRISTIANS MUST ENDURE
WHAT ELSE THEY DO",

Anyone who reads the "Annales Vedastini", the yearbooks of a 
monk from the monastery of St. Vaast near Arras, which were 
only discovered in the mid-18th century, is confronted with this 
misery again and again, monotonously, certainly, grammatically 
pathetic. There is always talk of the devastation and murder-
burning of the heathen robbers, of their "thirst for human blood". 
Day and night they kill the Christian people", they set fire to 
monasteries and churches of God, they c o n t i n u e  their raids in 
their usual manner ...'

All the suffering and misery that Christians otherwise carried to 
other countries, century after century, they experienced 
themselves. And of course their lamentations never end. Looting, 
devastation, enslavement, extermination everywhere. Everywhere, 
monasteries, churches, hostage murders, people fleeing and being 
massacred. Thus "in the year of our Lord 88a-: " ... and the 
Normans ... destroyed monasteries and churches to t h e  ground, 
killed the servants of the divine word by the sword or by hunger 
or sold them across the sea and killed the inhabitants of the 
country without encountering resistance". Thus e jj@ years of the 
Lord 4 "' -But the Normans
did not stop ...  to kill, to destroy the churches, to destroy the Mau-
to burn down the villages. The corpses of clergymen, nobles and 
other people lay in the streets.
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their laymen, of women, youths and infants.- Or 88y: -Then the 
Normans began to rage again, thirsting for fire and murder ...""

DE BELLIS PARISIACIS
OR - NOTHING OF IMPERIAL MAJESTY

WOULD HAVE BEEN WORTHY*

In November 88d, the invaders' "great army" appeared before 
Paris. Allegedly with countless small and 7 larger ships and a 
force of 4o ooo men, they had crossed the Seine.
upwards - possibly an act of revenge for the home
treacherous assassination of their king Gottfried in May of the 
same year, in which Hugo was also blinded (p. k83 f.).

Together with Count Odo of Paris, the future king, Bishop 
Gauzlin (from the noble Rorgonid family, once one of Charles the 
Bald's closest confidants and arch-chancellor, chief shepherd of 
Paris since 88d) initially led the command of the encircled city, 
whose famous siege was sung about by an eyewitness, the monk 
Abbo, in his epic "De bellis Parisiacis". When Bishop Gauzlin fell 
ill and died, another clerical warhorse, Abbot Ebolus of St. 
Germain-des-Prés, led the defense, which became increasingly 
difficult, especially as the only East Frankish army sent to relieve 
the city under the notorious Count Henry (p. a8a ff.) withdrew 
without having achieved anything. The Normans had long since 
pillaged the surrounding countryside according to all the rules of
-They did not shy away from cruelty in their assaults on the city. 
They are said to have slaughtered their prisoners and filled the 
ramparts with their corpses. In any case, many were killed on both 
sides, even more were incapacitated by wounds, the Normans 
continued their assault day after day", they besieged Paris 
"without any support with the most diverse armor of
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weapons, machines and wall-breakers. But by all shining to God 
with great fervor, they were always saved; and about eight 
months the battle lasted in various ways before the emperor came 
to their aid- (Annales Vedastini)."

But no help really helped, neither that of various count's nor 
ecclesiastical troops - Walo of Metz, -who took up arms and went 
to war against the holy precept and his episcopal dignity'-, fell "in 
the year of our Lord 88s" while fleeing from the Normans. Again 
and again one reads that there was no help at all, no resistance 
(nemine sibi resistente), or that, if one intervened militarily, 
"nothing happy or profitable" came of it (nil prospere vel utile) 
that
-Nothing memorable" (nihil dignum memoriae) was 
accomplished¡ if it was not immediately said: "And they 
accomplished nothing worthwhile there, but returned to their 
homeland in great disgrace". "For instead of striking a fortunate 
blow, they barely escaped in a disgraceful chase, most of them 
being captured and killed" (Annales Vedastini)."

Auéh the emperor generally disappointed.
It was not until October that he finally arrived and camped on 

the heights of Montmartre. The army was enormous, but the 
commander, Count Henry, himself an accomplished, treacherous 
murderer and 5chinder (p. z83 f.), fell with his horse into a 
Norman pit and, abandoned by his own, was killed in it. Charles 
could not make up his mind. For weeks he remained inactive and 
"did nothing in this place that would have been worthy of imperial 
majesty". When it was even rumored that a relief army under the 
Norman king Siegfried was already approaching on the Seine, he 
bought off Paris and released the territories beyond the Seine to 
the Normans -for plunder- "because the inhabitants of the same 
would not obey him" (Regino von

Charles also left Burgundy to the enemy to raid, but remained 
in the west for the time being. King Siegfried, however, had 
already invaded the Oise and was f o l l o w i n g  Charles, taking
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"devastated everything with fire and sword. When the emperor 
learned of this - and the fire brought him certain news - he 
returned to his country in haste." Siegfried then continued all the 
more
continued his work of destruction. And in the following year, 
the 7th, the Normans "made their usual forays as far as the 
Saone and the Loire ... and by burning
and murder turned the land into a desert (Annales Vedastini). 
King Siegfried, however, turned to Friesland in the fall, where he 
w a s  killed.3

DIVINE PROVIDENCE OPERATES WITH ASSASSINATION:
ExDB OF THE NORMAN1'4EdGE IN FRIES LAND

Sometimes there were triumphs.
For example towards Gottfried. Through his marriage in 88z to 

Charles Christ, husband of King Lothar II's daughter Gisla 
(conceived with Waldrada), he had become lord of the territory of 
what is now Holland. When he was accused of having conspired 
against the kingdom with his brother-in-law Hugh, King Lothar 
II's illegitimate son, Gisla's brother, as
"If God was against it, the Lord gave him the reward he 
deserved" (Annales Fuldenses).

Divine Providence did not operate openly.
The emperor - Gotdried's godfather - had him murdered by one 

of his accusers, the East Frankish Count Heinrich, the brother of 
Poppo (p. 3J ). Henry, "a very clever man", who apparently 
concocted the plot, and Willibert, or the venerable Bishop of 
Kö1n (Regino von Prüm), meet the unsuspecting Gottfried "in the 
year of the divine incarnation 88J- on the island of Betuwe 
(between the Lower Rhine and the Waal). On the second day of 
the "negotiations", Bishop Willibert summons Gottfried's wife 
Gisla from the island in order to -encourage her zeal for peace 
elsewhere-, while Henry's companions, just during the bishop's 
pacifist efforts elsewhere, call the king to the island.
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nig secretly. Not enough: atich "all his companions -,
-All the Normans who found themselves on the Betuwe were 
massacred."

And only a few days later Hubo, "who behaved imprudently in 
the emperor's realm" (Annales Fuldenses), was also lured to 
Gondreville, to the imperial court, on the advice of the same 
Henry, had his eyes gouged out by the same noble count and all 
his followers were deprived of their fiefs. Later, in the monastery 
of Prüm, where his grandfather Emperor Lothar I had already 
ended up as a monk (p. iso), Hugo is shorn by his own hand by 
Abbot Regino, who reports all this, and dies after a few years, 
while his sister Gisla, Gottfried's widow, ends her life in the 
nunnery of Nivelles near Namtir."

A pious family.
The Norman regiment in Friesland came to an end at that time. 

&i North they were overcome in battle with the Frisians
-Many of them were killed. And in the year of Gottfried's death, 
the Fulda Yearbooks report again: -At last the Christians raged 
against them with such carnage that few remained of so great a 
multitude. Then these same Frisians stormed their ships and found 
so many treasures of gold and silver, together with various 
implements, that everyone from the lowest to the highest became 
rich." The old dream of mankind, including Christians: treasures 
of silver and gold! As if a camel couldn't go through the eye of a 
needle ... But be that as it may: "The Norman rule in Friesland 
ended without leaving any tangible traces" (Blok)."

Now the "men of the north wind" had come to many countries 
in the early Middle Ages, including Iceland and Greenland, Spain, 
Morocco, Russia and Byzantium, a n d  the Church fought them 
far and wide, bloodlessly and bloodily, through annalists, authors, 
bishops and popes. But when the Normans, iiR I I, in the iz. 
century, the Normans provided the best cavalry in Europe, the 
bravest knights, the most modern fortress builders (they developed 
the castle with ramparts and moat from the middle of the I I 
century),
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When they also had a strong navy in Sicily, one of the most 
capable admirals of the Middle Ages in George of Antioch and 
took the lead militarily, the papacy went over to them and they 
played a major role not only in the Crusades. As "a people 
accustomed to war", as William of Malmesbury said, "who could 
hardly live without war", they were just right for the 
representatives of Christ."

Under Charles III the Fat, however, the ruler's lack of fighting 
spirit was not only held against them. Increasing insecurity at 
home, everyday banditry, notorious robbery, years of clan feuds, 
also and especially jetct in the East Frankish kingdom, none of 
this strengthened the imperial prestige.

J1'4NENPOLITISCHES - UP TO THE CUTTING OF 
THE GRSCHLECHTST£I LE "THAT ALSO NOB TRACE

REMAINED OF IT ..."

In 88z, a bloody feud broke out between Saxony and Thuringia, 
between Poppo, the Count of Sorbenmark, and the Frankish 
Count Egino, whereby we do not learn the reason for the war, but 
only that "Poppo and the Thuringians were defeated with heavy 
losses". In the following year, the same source laconically reports 
"a cruel war", which Poppo lost again, "as was usual before". He 
escaped "barely with a few men, while all the others fell". On the 
other hand, he was very successful against the Slavs in 88o, 
against "Daleminzians, Bohemians, Sorbs and the other neighbors 
around" - "trusting in God's help, he defeated them in such a way 
that none of this great multitude remained" (Annales Fulden- ses). 
He himself lost 8qz his life."

In the Ostmark, Count Aribo raged against the descendants 
of his predecessors, the sons of the 8yi, in a two-and-a-half-
year battle against the Moravians
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fallen Margraves Wilhelm and Engilschalk, whereby the
-The "margrave" was even associated with the Moravian duke 
Swatopluk, the vassal of the empire, who supported him militarily 
on several occasions. And after Aribo's expulsion in 88a by the 
margrave's sons, Swatopluk repeatedly raided the Eastern 
Margraviate and killed "inhuman and greedy as a wolf". In 884, 
Pannonia was plundered as far as the Raab, most of the country 
was "devastated, destroyed and annihilated with fatier find 
sword". Indeed, the Moravian invaded here a second time in the 
same year, "to devour it completely, as if in a wolf's rage", if 
anything had remained before. All the possessions of the 
margrave's sons were also burned down. The two eldest of them, 
Megingoz and Poppo, drowned in the Raab as they fled. But 
Werinhar, one of the sons of Engilschalk, and his relative, Count 
Wezzilo, were mutilated, their right hands and tongues cut off, as 
well as t h e i r  private parts and genitals, so that no trace of them 
remained. Some of their people also came back without rights and 
lefts.
"Servants and maidservants with their children are killed ... All 
this is no doubt due to the mercy or wrath of God' (Annales 
Fuldenses). And happened without any atonement on the part of 
the emperor. The Moravian's homage and his oath -as long as 
Charles lived, never to invade the empire with an enemy army- 
were enough for him.

In the meantime, the monarch's star had sunk lower and 
lower, and the great happiness he had enjoyed at the beginning of 
his career was increasingly reversed. After the death of King 
BoSo of Vienne on January I,7  *t2Ch, Provence was the last of his 
possessions.
Lafid still outside the empire in spring *®7 ifl
Churches were once again formally placed under the feudal 
sovereignty of the emperor,
for which he adopted Boso's underage son Louis (by the daughter 
of King Louis of Italy). However, this was of little consequence in 
view of his behavior towards the Normans, his generally resented 
retreat from Paris, his abandonment of Burgundy and his 
otherwise tolerated continued devastation by the privateers, not 



least in the face of scandalous
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events in his immediate surroundings, especially the fall of his 
archchancellor Liutward (d. 8q9)."

BISHOP LiuTWARD OF VERCELLI - FIRED AND 
FUNDED

This man, a Schwebe from, according to hostile sources, a 
very lowly family, was a monk at Reichenau (a monastery that 
only took in nobles in the course of the eighteenth century) and 
Charles' chancellor during his reign as Swabian king. The up-
and-comer took advantage of his high patron's career, became 
bishop of Vercelli in 79/880, became Charles' archchancellor and 
archchaplain, his most influential advisor and finally -more 
honored and feared by all than the emperor" (Annales Fulden- 
ses). After all, the clerical upstart had almost unimaginable 
wealth at his disposal and took great care of his relatives: a 
brother Chadolt became Bishop of Novara in 88, a nephew with 
the same name Liutward became Bishop of Como a little later.

As a result of his advancing hereditary illness, the emperor 
increasingly left the governing to Liutward. In the end, he held 
most of the strings in his hands, was in charge of all important 
delega- tions and, in particular, always regulated all 
negotiations with the pope; in short, the bishop stood as "the all-
powerful minister next to the weak ruler" (Schur), "the key 
figure ... of his reign" ( Fleckenstein).

Gradually, however, Bishop Liutward increasingly incurred the 
wrath of wider circles. Not only because he tried to oust everyone 
from the emperor's side, not only through his yielding to the 
Normans in Elsloo, where he is said to have been bribed by them, 
but also through his greed, his nepotism and his infamous clan 
politics in general, whereby he had girls from the noblest families 
from Swabia and Italy stolen,
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to bring them to relatives as wives. He even ordered a burglary in 
the nunnery of St. Salvatore in Brescia in order to extract a 
daughter of Margrave Unruoch of Friuli for a nephew, a 
granddaughter of Louis the Pious on her mother's side - a splendid 
match. -But the nuns of this place turned to prayer and asked the 
Lord to avenge the disgrace inflicted on the holy place; their 
request was immediately granted. For the man who wanted to 
marry the girl in the usual way died that night and the girl 
remained untouched (intacta). This was revealed to a nun from the 
above-mentioned convent ... (Annales Fuldenses)."

The bishop's uncle, Margrave Berengar of Friuli, thought the 
sudden death of the bishop's nephew o n  the night of the wedding 
was still too little. He hurried to Vercelli, "and once there, he stole 
as much of the bishop's belongings as he wished". Not enough, 
Liutward was also accused of "-kenery", namely of belittling our 
Savior by claiming that He was One through the unity of 
substance, not of person (An- nales Fuldenses). He was also 
accused of adultery, even with the empress herself - all of which 
was publicly brought up in the summer of 7 *at the Imperial Diet 
in Kirchen (near Lörrach).

Charles the Fat, however, was not only comfortable by nature, 
honorable

miserly, he was also ill, physically, perhaps mentally. In the 
spring he had a head incision (ineisionem) made in the Palatinate 
of Bodmann, his favorite region of Lake Constance, as the 
annalist reports - a wrong translation, one now thinks, not a 
trepanation, less dramatic.

Nevertheless, the emperor was almost incapable of governing 
(admittedly the fate of many rulers). And in this fatal situation, he 
also exposed his first man to general anger and disappointment. 
Without any consultation with Liutward, he withdrew many fiefs 
from him - and drove him out of the palace in disgrace as a 
heretic. However, the latter went to Bavaria to Arnulf and 
discussed with him how he could make the emperor r e i g n  ..."'
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2 YRS JOSEPHSEHE - PASSED THE ACID TEST

Like his first husband (or her second?), however, the high couple 
did not want to let adultery take its course. After just a few days, 
Charles therefore brought his wife Richardis
"because of the same matter before the Imperial Assembly, and-, 
writes Abbot Regino delightedly, -it sounds wonderful, she 
confesses publicly that he has never mingled with her in a carnal 
embrace, although they have been in his company for more than 
ten years through a lawful marriage".

More than ten years? zy years. Because in 86s the fat Karl had 
already married the daughter of the Alsatian and Breisgau count 
Er- changer. A quarter of a century of Joseph's marriage. No, 
much more beautiful, even purer: "She even claims that she has 
remained free not only of his, but of all male concomitance (omni 
virili commixtione) in general, she praises the integrity of her 
courage and confidently offers to prove this, if it pleases her 
husband, by the judgment of Almighty God, either through a single 
battle or through the test of the glowing plowshares; for she was a 
godly woman." This is why, after the divorce, Empress Ri- chardis 
withdrew to the monastery of Andlau in ElsaB, which she had 
built on her estates, "no longer for the sake of any men, but, says 
Abbot Regino, -to serve God."

The emperor generously refrained from proving their un- 
augmented magdttim by judicial duel as if by red-hot plowshares.

Church propaganda, however, took up the miraculous case of 
chastity, gloriously embellished the empress's fiery embers - and still 
the
-The "Martyrology of Germania" (with imprimatur of May 6, 
ip3q) holds to such a "passed trial by fire". For centuries, a wax 
shirt was also presented (in the monastery of Etival), which was 
applied to the naked body of the tested person at all four ends.
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was neither violated nor harmed herself. And while the murderer 
is hanging the dirty lie on the gallows, poor Richardis (who was 
not so poor¡ she had already b e e n  given a series of women's 
monasteries at the end of the empty years)
"everything she still had to the poor and monasteries".

And she, too, goes to the convent, living only her salvation, 
humility, prayer; which is why God glorifies her grave through 
miracles and finally Pope Leo IX raises her holy body, which 
"was tantamount to canonization, writes the Capuchin priest Fr. 
Wilhelm Auer von Reisbaeh - with the approval of the Most 
Reverend Bishop's Ordinary of Augsburg and with the permission 
of the superiors" already in the
*54. to ido. thousand of his -saintly legend". And immediately 
afterward he imposes the -church prayer- on us: -O God, who 
didst give thy saints
We ask you, grant that we may love our neighbor in word and 
deed according to her example and through her intercession, so 
that we may obtain the rewards of eternal love. Amen.

Well said, in passing: to love one's neighbor in word and deed 
according to their example ... One must not think of poor 
Charles the Fat. And after two years of Joseph's marriage to a 
saint - where is the parity! - he is not even beatified! Of course, 
according to Capuchin priest Wilhelm Auer from Reisbach: -
He had become weaker and weaker in spirit ... ... and was now 
deceiving the noble woman, even though she declared herself 
ready for all tests of her innocence and purity*.

Pathfinders don't know what to do with someone like Charles 
the Fat, who loses his nerve at every outrage. And historians not 
much more. They both idolize gentlemen of a completely different 
ilk, men with punch above all, yes, with punch, types of the 
criminal calibre of Charles I. -The Great", bandits of the state, 
devourers of peoples, scourges of humanity, great leaders who 
cuddle hundreds of thousands of square kilometers and walk over 
corpses like dirt,
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Cannibals of secular stature, world-historical terrorists. This is 
called Carolingian universal politics, while Charles III the Fat 
fails again and again" (Handbuch der Eiropai- schen 
Geschichte), and historians generally dislike nothing so much 
as weakness, failure* nothing so much as strength, success, no 
matter at what price. On the contrary: the higher the price, the 
higher their prizes.

ARNULFS - TAATSSTREICH" AND RLS
SCH1'4ELLES LEBE1'1SR1'4DE

Liutward of Vercelli was replaced in June 88d by his 
opponent, Archbishop Liutbert of Maine (863-88q), a valiant 
Norman butcher who sometimes struck down "not a few", 
sometimes "very many" (Annales f-uldenses) - but whom the 
same Catholic source also calls "patient, humble and kind", 
which, from a Christian point of view, harmonizes beautifully. 
Liutward, once archchaplain to Louis the German and Louis 
the Younger, b e c a m e  archchancellor to Duke Arnulf of 
Carinthia after his fall. And Archbishop Liutbert of
Mainz, who became the emperor's most important advisor in 8 7, 
soon did the same. His change of party at the imperial assembly in 
Tribur, which Amulh founded as it were,
Charles's dismissal, but the archbishop had to
-improve his weakened position ... (W. Hartmann). And he 
wouldn't have played his way back to the top with the new master 
if he hadn't died in February 88q*

Arnulf's outrage, his "coup d'état", began when he caused the 
Bavarians to apostatize and soon moved with them and his 
Carantanian troops to Frankfurt, where the East Franks, especially 
the Conradines, elevated him to king in November 88d. Charles 
fled toTribur to escape the advancing forces. However, his 
attempt to recruit a fighting force against Arnulf at the Imperial 
Diet failed miserably. An influential
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The conspiracy of the nobility spread and forced him to abdicate. 
Even his Alemanni all deserted him. The court disbanded and his 
servants also ran away. They went over to Arnulf "on a bet", 
writes Abbot Regino, -so that after three days there was hardly 
anyone left who would even have shown him the duties of 
philanthropy.

Practical Christianity (in both senses of the word).
As usual, the bishops immediately jumped in harm's way. Yes, 

they paid homage to the usurper - without exception and 
willingly" (Dümmler). Just two months after Charlemagne's 
deposition, his notary and chancellor Bishop Waldo of Freising 
visited the new ruler. According to the synodal records, the great 
assembly in Mainz, which met just six months later, did not say a 
word of disapproval about the overthrow of the emperor. On the 
contrary. The Synod - which once again spoke at length in favor 
of the (indeed immense) church property and the payment of 
tithes to the clergy (c. 6, ii,
II, I3, *7. ) and against the fornication of clerics (had they even 
fathered children with their own sisters: c.io) - this synod already 
commands in its first canon that everyone pray for the nice King 
Arniilf and his wife.

Of course, it didn't help at all that Charles sent the rebellious 
nephew the supposed piece of "wood from the holy cross of 
Christ" on which Arntilf had once sworn allegiance to him,
"so that he would remember his oaths and not act so cruelly and 
barbarically against him". For even if the rather jaded prince had 
shed tears at the sight, he naturally "ruled the empire at will" 
(Annales Fuldenses). After all,  Archbishop Liutbert of Mainz 
provided the emperor, who had "become a beggar", with a 
minimum subsistence level until the new lord - begged by the 
supported prince - gave him a few farms in Alemannia - out of 
mercy ... for usufruct until the end of his life ...-."

But the end of Emperor Charles III's life came surprisingly 
quickly. January 888, abandoned by everyone, near Neudingen on 
the upper Danube, according to the Annales Vedastini he was 
even "strangled by the 5some".





This is impossible; "in any case, he soon ended his present life in 
order, as we believe, to possess the heavenly one". The Fulda 
Yearbooks, however, claim: " ... for he stayed only a few days full 
of piety in the places assigned to him by the king, and after 
Christ's birthday he happily ended his life on January I3. And 
miraculously, while he was honorably buried in the church of 
Reichenau, many spectators saw the heavens open ... - the 
everlasting Christian lies. Meanwhile, the victor allowed himself 
to be courted by the East Frankish and Slavic nobility in 
Regensburg "and celebrated the Lord's birthday and Easter there 
with dignity".

After the end of the lent ruler over the Carolingian empire as a 
whole, a series of kingdoms emerged, now forever. The only 
Carolingian among the new rulers was Arnulf of Carinthia, albeit 
an illegitimate scion of the dynasty and therefore with at least a 
dubious right to the throne. The West Franks raised Count Odo of 
Paris, the legendary defender of the city. In Burgundy, the Guelph 
Rudolf founded a new kingship in 888. In Italy, two members of 
the Frankish hociocracy, Berengar of Friuli and Wido of Spoleto, 
fought for power.

The Carolingian state as a whole had played out its role. The 
title of emperor became a bone of contention between Italian 
petty princes. As the last shadow emperor of the dynasty, Louis 
III the Blind, a son of Boso (p. z 3 ff.), died around qa8, having 
become emperor in Italy, qo5 blinded there and thus practically 
incapable of ruling. However, the papacy had gained 
considerable power under the Carolingians of the q. century, 
the papacy had gained a considerable increase in power, the 
foundation of its further rise in the
II. century."









I. ARNULF VÖN KÄRHTEN: OSTFRANEEN
AND THE oSTEN

Arnulf "of Carinthia" (uni 8yo-8qq) was the eldest illegitimate 
offspring of the Bavarian king and king of Italy, Karlmann, the 
eldest son of Louis the German and his mother Liutwind, 
apparently a Luitpoldinger. In addition to his lawful wife Ota, 
Arnulf had several concubines and had no shortage of children 
out of wedlock, which did not bother the monarch. On the 
contrary, the thoroughly church-going prince was favored by 
the community of saints just as much as he favored them, at 
least when he renounced an anointing.

"HRIL ARNOLF THE GREAT SEN KING '

From the very beginning, there was a close relationship between 
the bishops and the new lord, who once called himself the "most 
united opponent" of all enemies of the Kirehen, in a document 
entitled
-son and defender of the Catholic Church", to which he also 
signaled his loyalty immediately after his elevation through 
donations and acts of mercy. -He "conspicuously generously" 
endowed the bishops with royal estates, forests, minting, market 
and customs rights with a "previously unknown frequency"  
(Fried). He c o n v e n e d  five synods during his reign, which 
lasted just over ia year. The authority of the prelates was
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desired by him against the rising particular powers. Moreover, it 
could sanction his illegitimate kingship.

The Church, on the other hand, benefited from the ruler's power 
in the conflict with the dukes and the high hereditary nobility. For 
this reason, it immediately supported him, had him prayed for 
from the outset and immediately interceded for his protection 
under threat of ecclesiastical punishment. But of course she also 
made the duties of a Christian ruler clear to him. And by 
supporting him, she supported herself. Thus began a development 
that gave the church - with all the fatal consequences that this 
entailed - more say than ever before, making it the most powerful 
factor in the state" (Mühlbacher).

While there is no evidence of counts in the king's entourage for 
many years, a series of bishops, many of whom were favored by 
him, continue to tip the political scales. First Archbishop 
Thietmar of Salzburg, Arnulf's arch-chaplain, head of the court 
chapel and chancellery; later increasingly the chancellor and 
diaconate Aspert, made Bishop of Regensburg by Arnulf 8qi,
and his successor as chancellor (since 8931 Bishop Wiching of 
Neutra (p. *31 f.). Hatto 1st of Mainz, who was as intelligent as he 
was cunning, was an inassgcbale politician close to the ruler,
whose death (9- 3) was attributed by some to an avenging ray of 
lightning. Hatto came from a Swabian family, partisans of 
Charles, but immediately sided with Ar- nulf after the 
emperor's fall, rewarded by him with the abbeys of Reichenau, 
Ellwangen, Lorsch and WeiBcnburg, 8qi with the archbishopric 
of Mainz. The prelate accompanied the king to Italy twice and 
intervened in
all important public issues. The bishops Solomon III of Constance 

(from
4 Notary, chancellor to Charles III from 88y, already chapellain 

to Ar- nulf in 888), also Waldo of Freising, Erchanbald of 
Eichstätt, Engilmar of Passau, the high noble Adalbero of 
Augsburg,
made Arntilf the educator of his son'.

In May 8Jt$, at the imperial assembly at Tribtir, the royal 
palace near Mainz, at one of the largest and most brilliant synods 



of the century, the unusually numerous
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O this wonderful work of the Lord!

-The paths are often crooked and yet straight,
Then you let the children go with you; 
it often looks wondrous,
but in the end your high counsel tritimphes.

THE (GERMAN) DRnHG AFTER STBt'i

King Arnulf had a new palace built in Regensburg. The city had 
already been the central palace of Louis the German, a center of 
the Eastern mission, a center of caravan t r a d e  with Bohemia, 
Moravia, Hungary - everything essentially Christian and Western 
was concentrated here, the power of state, church and money. 
Re8ensburg became the city with which Arnulf (who often, like 
his father and grandfather, also visited the palaces of Ötting and 
Ranshofen) probably felt most connected, where a third of his 
charters were issued, at least four imperial assemblies were held 
by him and numerous stays are attested. For scholars, this choice 
of his heartland not only reflects his own past, "but also the 
emphasis on Louis the German's tradition and the priority of 
south-eastern politics, as well as Arnulf's keen sense of political 
realities" (Störmer).

In other words, the (German) drive towards the East is
King Arnulf already clearly.

Immediately after his 'coup d'état', he retired to consolidate his 
position on his most important power base, now strong enough to 
easily suppress the attempted rebellion of his younger cousin 
Bernhard in Swabia. Bernhard (ca. 7T-8pi/
8qz), illegitimate like Arntilf, was the son of Emperor Charles III, 
who
88y Bernhard could not assert himself as heir to the throne (as 
Charles did two years later with the adoption of Louis, son of 
Boso of Vienne and a Carolingian on his mother's side). But
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Bernhard, who probably sought to re-establish his father's original 
kingdom, did not want to relinquish his rights to the throne even 
after Arnulf's elevation to East Frankish king. He rose up in 88q 
in alliance with nobles from Raetia and Alemannia, including 
Abbot Bernhard of St. Gall (who was then deposed by Arnulf), 
but was killed a year later when Margrave Rudolf of Raetia 
defeated the Putsches.

Arnulf himself led a strong army against the Abodrites in the 
late summer of 88q, shortly after meeting with his grandees and 
many bishops, including Sunderold of Mainx and Willibert of 
Cologne, in Frankfurt. However, this time he was unable to 
achieve anything in the north and celebrated the "birthday of the 
Lord" in Regensburg in a dignified manner.

And it continues with church visits, war campaigns, constant 
praying and killing. In particular, in the last years of the q. 
Century almost continuously intervened in Moravia. Admittedly
he had made peace with him s 5. as it had gradually become too 
strong, and had even made Swatopluk the godfather of his son 
Zwentibold. But all this did not last long, and soon
we returned to the usual mode of transportation."

RHEEREHDE KRIEGB WITH HRBN

-'In the year of the divine incarnation 8po-, reports Abbot Regi- 
no, the Duke of the Moravians, "puffed up with the arrogance of 
pride", rose up against the king. Naturally, the king raided the 
Moravian kingdom with soldiers and razed everything he could 
f i n d  outside the cities to the ground. Finally, since all fruit-
bearing trees were uprooted, Zwentibolch asked for peace and 
obtained it late enough by giving his son as a hostage! But Arnulf, 
who apparently practised the tactic of "scorched earth" in the east, 
still found time, as we know from other sources.
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and venerated as a saint, a man with "Easter leadership". Research 
praises him as a military leader in "at least four campaigns" and, 
in the same breath, so closely connected, as a "guardian of the 
missionary tasks of his diocese" (Wendehorst), asserting that his 
"diocesan concern" was -above all the Christianization and 
expansion of the church organization (Störmer).

Unfortunately, we do not know much about Bishop Arn's 
talents as a general. However, as the Fulda Yearbooks show, the 
war-monger, representative of a pronounced "vita activa" 
(Störmer), was not able to give the Bohemians a chance.
7- in one fell swoop, after all, "*44 cleared and saddled and 
robbed an equal number of shields are accordingly "cheerful" to 
further "mission tasks".
and further -christianization- of the world.

A new campaign against Moravia took place as early as 8q3. It 
was the year that brought a terrible end to the sons of two 
margraves, the brothers Engilschalk 1 and Wilhelm.

The eponymous scion of Engilschalk, Engilschalk II, had once 
robbed an illegitimate daughter of Arnulf, fled to Moravia, but 
was soon accepted into grace and became Margrave in the East 
again. For this reason, however, he incurred the enmity of the 
Bavarian greats and was condemned and blinded by them when he 
unsuspectingly entered the Regensburg Palatinate in 8q3, 
allegedly without the king's knowledge. When his cousin William, 
fearing for his life, turned to Swatopluk, he was beheaded as a 
traitor. And when William's brother, Count Rudbert, fled to 
Swatopluk, he had him - "along with many others", with all his 
companions - assassinated. All of the possessions of the victims 
on both sides of the Danube were confiscated and given in part to 
Abbot Snelpero of Kremsmünster Abbey, one of the main 
beneficiaries of the tragedy. Arnulf now marched into Duke 
Swatopluk's realm again, this time allied with the Bulgarians, and 
"plundered most of it ...", but managed to hold out and only - with 
great difficulty - return to Bavaria. - And in the Emmeram 
monastery it was later said that he attributed his rescue to St. 
Emmeram, his patron saint (p. 3oz)."
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King Arnulf, not unjustifiably feeling ever stronger, knew what 
to do. First he held an imperial assembly at the palace of Tribur in 
the summer of 8qy, then "he went to the monastery of Fulda to 
pray. He then received messengers from the Sorbs at the royal 
court of Salz an der Saale, followed by Bohemian dukes in 
Regensburg, who demanded help against their enemies, the 
Moravians, by whom they were often, as they themselves 
testified, harshly oppressed at the time. The king and emperor 
received these dukes kindly, gave them ample words of comfort 
and allowed them to leave for their homeland happy and honored 
with gifts; and throughout the autumn of that year he stayed in the 
neighboring towns north of Danube and Regen, also with the 
intention of being ready with his faithful when his help was 
needed for the above-mentioned people" (Annales Fiildenses)."

Understandably, this was soon the case. For although 
Swatopluk's sons Mojmir II and Swatopluk II had made peace 
with the East Franks after their father's death, they were soon 
unable to keep any peace between themselves, which was 
probably also due to their peace with the East Franks, whose 
sninde now seemed to have come. Such hostilities now broke out 
between the two sons "that if one had been able to reach and seize 
the other with his strength, he would have been condemned to 
death" (Annales Fuldenses).

Arnulf, who took sides with his younger brother Swatopluk 
II. Arnulf, who took sides with his younger brother Swatopluk 
II, took advantage of this situation, which was certainly sent by 
God, to devastate the territory of Mojmir with fire and sword 
and to slay many Slavs; a good Christian-Catholic work, which 
the margraves Liutpold and Aribo carried out for him, 
although they also humiliated "with fire and sword ..., 
plundered and murdered" those whom they were supposed to 
protect and liberate. However, Aribo himself had turned the 
brothers against each other and had only started the Moravian 
civil war in order to make loot. Aribo was briefly removed, but 
was soon pardoned completely and reinstated to his old 
office."



Mojmir's autocracy also marked the beginning of the restoration 
of the
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what the development of a "German" empire after the act
*>° 43 (p. izz ff.), two parties fought each other. The stronger 
group crowned the Robertine Count Odo of Paris, the son of 
Robert the Brave, a non-Carolingian, since
Charles, the second-born son of Louis the Stemler, was not yet 
eligible to become ruler. The act of coronation took place on 
zq. February 888 in the Palatinate of Compicgne by the young 
Archbishop Walther of Sens, who was completely absorbed in 
politics and to whom Paris was subject as a suffragan 
bishopric. King Odo (888-8q8), who was occasionally able to 
prostrate himself at a saint's tomb in the midst of a campaign, 
"praying atifs most fervently and shedding "many tears" 
(Annales Vedastini), was, thanks to the favor of Emperor Charles 
the Fat, lord of all the (particularly -warlike) counties on the 
Loiie, also possessed some of the most famous abbeys (St-
Martin in Tours, St-Germain-des-Prés, St-Denis, St-Amand) and 
had a considerable part of the episcopate behind him. He vowed 
in a document to increase and expand the church's possessions 
to the best of his ability, promised to defend the Christian 
principles of faith and only then d i d  he take the oath of 
allegiance.

Archbishop Fulco of Reims (883-9oo) led the other party that 
rose up against him in Odo's own realm, probably because 

Archbishop Walter of Sens, a supporter of his own see, had 
anointed Odo king. Fulco, who succeeded Hinkmar in Reims in 
883 through the favor of Hugh Abbas (p. zyq f.), was a political 
"key figure" (Hlawitschka), a pastor w h o  fortified Reims, the 
abbey of St-Bertin, who also had the first two episcopal castles 
built in Omont and Epernay, but above all Fulco was a spiritual 

opportunist of the most edifying kind. Initially, he favored Duke 
Wido of Spoleto, who had been adopted by the pope, summoned 
him and, shortly before Odo's election, had him crowned king in 
Langres by the local bishop Geilo. Geilo, previously a supporter 

of the usurper Boso, thanked Boso for considerable property 
allocations and now probably expected further advantages from 

Wido. And Fulco was with
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Charles failed, Charles, probably at the suggestion of Fulco, his 
leading statesman, now made contact with Arnulf's son, 
Zwentibold, who had just been elevated to king of Lotharingia. 
But no sooner had the latter invaded the western kingdom in support 
of Charles than he led some of its magnates to apostasy, and now 
Charles and Archbishop Fulco, having become suspicious, 
secretly turned to Odo and came to an understanding with him, 
without, of course, being able to trust him. Archbishop Fulco 
therefore sought, via Pope Formosus, an alliance with Emperor 
Lambert, the son of Wido, who had died at the end of 8q¢, but 
this failed, as Arnulf himself t o o k  the imperial crown in Rome 
in mid-February.

And so things went haywire in the Western Empire. People 
murdered,

made peace, ravaged, continued to murder. Even church princes 
were no longer sacrosanct. Bishop David of Lausanne had already 
been killed in 85o. Bishop Theutbold of Langres was blinded in 
8s4 BEFORE Charles' followers, Duke Richard of Burgundy and 
his followers, and the Archbishop of Sens was imprisoned. In 
8q5, Archbishop Fulco just managed to escape an accidental 
encounter with opponents, but his companion, Count Adelung, 
fell by the wayside.

After Odo had conquered Reims in the early summer of 8q6, 
the local bishop Fulco, hitherto a staunch supporter of Charles, 
naturally switched over to the victor and was now, at least 
outwardly, on his side; -embarrassed-, as the "Annales Veda- 
stini" excuse him, -and did everything he ordered him to do". 
Charles fled, but reached an agreement the following summer 
with Odo, who had fallen seriously ill in the meantime, had 
secured Charles a territory and the succession to the office of 
king by treaty, and died at the beginning of January 8q8.

As a result, Charles the Simple at Rheims "returned to his 
father's throne; he became the sole ruler of western Francia and 
the basis for Carolingian restitution in the west was created. 
Although Odo had left no heir, he had always all too obviously 
ensured that his house power was strengthened and that his own 
clan was promoted, much to the annoyance of Adcl.
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Conradine Ota), Zwentibold, the son of Frederick, lost the 
prospect of succession to the throne that had been secured for 
him. Despite initial resistance, first from the East Frankish and 
then the Lotharingian grandees, King Arnulf succeeded in having 
the illegitimate Zwentibold, so named after his godfather, the 
Moravian Duke Swatopluk (Zwentibald), appointed king of 
Lotharingia at the Diet of Worius in 8qJ and anointed according 
to the West Franconian model. It was to be the last completely 
independent Lotharingian kingdom and a momentous event, least 
of all to the advantage of the German side."

King Zwentibold (8qy-too) ruled an autonomous kingdom 
under the feudal lordship of his father. Fierce and unbridled 
himself, he led a restless, troubled r e i g n  in a land that was 
shaken by robbers, bush knights and bloody feuds from the 
Frisians in the north to Burgundy and the Elsa0 and which he 
shattered even more t h e  more he was able to rule over it. He 
issued charters and laws independently, disposed of imperial 
property, was also independent in foreign policy and did not take 
part in the imperial armies. However, he ruled as usual with 
episcopal support. His court chapel was led by Archbishop 
Hermann I of Cologne, his chancery by Archbishop Ratböd of 
Trier, who had a very great influence on him for a time. In km, 
however, the bishops fell away from Zwentibold and j o i n e d  the 
new King Louis IV and East Francia.

King Arnulf had arranged the matter carefully, even in 
Lotharingia itself, where the local grandee, Count Megingaud of 
Mayenfeldgau, a nephew of King Odo (even called "-dux" by a 
later source), jumped over the blade in good time Count Alberich 
insidiously killed him in t h e  year of the divine incarnation 8qz- 
on z8. August at Rethel in the monastery of St. Xystus - and King 
Arnulf then bestowed Megingaud's fiefs and offices on his scion 
Zwentibold¡ a first step towards his incorporation, so to speak. 
The murderer of Count Megingaud, Count Alberich by the way, 
was killed four years later.
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of Liège and his troops, as well as other civic leaders, he brought 
Charles back to his kingdom in the fall of 8q8 without a fight, 
after negotiations. And although the peace treaty of St. Goar the 
following year under Arnulf's mediation secured Lotharingia for 
Zwentibold for the time being, the course was probably already 
secretly set for his overthrow after the emperor's death.

For the time being, however, the power of the rebellious regent 
was still unbroken. Together with other oppressors, such as Count 
Odakar, he had taken up residence in the heavily fortified 
Dtirofostum or Dudos on the Meuse, with his possessions, wife 
and child. Zwentibold w a s  unable to conquer it in two campaigns, 
even with all his might (Regino von Prüm). And since the bishops - 
who had previously favored Zwentibold, but ultimately fleeced him 
somewhat, depriving him of his "ecclesiastical fortune" - did not 
banish the party of the rebels, as Zwentibold had demanded, but 
switched over to them, his fate and that of the kingdom of 
Lotharingia would have been sealed, atich if he had not struck his 
own archchancellor, Archbishop Ratbod of Trier, perhaps during the 
last siege of Durfos, "against the priestly dignity with a stick on 
the head" (Annales Fuldenses).

The rebels around Count Reginar and the high clergy finally 
called on Louis the Child to seize power in Lotharingia. However, 
after their homage in Diedenhofen, Louis left again without having 
eliminated Zwentibold. He gathered new supporters, but lost his 
kingdom and his life on August 3rd at a "meeting" on the middle or 
lower Meuse. His slayers were the counts Stephen, Matfrid and 
Gerard, whom he had r o b b e d  of their fiefdoms three years earlier. 
And Gerard, just a few months after killing the king, took his wife 
Ota as a special reward.

While Zwentibold's opponent Count Reginar now expanded 
his power, acquiring the abbeys of Stavelot and Malmedy in 
addition to the abbeys of Echternach and St. Servatius in 
Maastricht
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Zwentibold, who was eliminated with the help of the clergy, at 
least came into the court of holiness. At least in the Süsteren 
monastery, where his two daughters (of Ota), Cäcilia and 
Benedikta, ruled as abbesses and where he was laid to rest, he 
began to be venerated as a saint, especially as one of his teeth 
often proved to be miraculous in cases of toothache. And his 
two daughters, whose relics also worked miracles, were also 
regarded as saints here."

Things were no better in Catholic Franconia than in Catholic 
Italy, and certainly not in papal Italy, where ever more 
confused and confusing times were dawning, with aristocratic 
turmoil, priestly crimes and affairs about which we are often left 
in the dark.
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plague in Berengar's army, which spread throughout Italy, 
reaching the court and the king.

But Wido was able to hold his ground, was pardoned by 
Charles at the end of 4 and, for better or worse, was reinstated 
to his duchy. Eventually he gained such power that Pope Stephen 
V.,
After asking both the Greek and Frankish emperors to intervene, 
he then stuck with the strongest at the time, the arch-enemy of the 
Church, Wido II of Spoleto. He even adopted him - as John VIII 
had once adopted Boso - and won him over for a campaign 
against the Saracens, with Wido storming and plundering their 
fortress on the Garigliano in 885 and stabbing the Arab leader 
Arran and his 3oo followers to death near Arpaja on another 
occasion.

Berengar, however, was crowned king in Pavia in January 
888, especially with the help of Upper Italian bishops, but in 
fact only ruled over Upper Italy (g i ¢ ). Wido had been out of 
the country for some time in order to obtain the West Frankish 
crown (p. 3iz f.), but returned across the Alps as quickly as he 
had arrived after his succession.

This marked the beginning of the civil war between the two 
Catholic princes in Italy.

After the disappointment in West Francia, Wido had 
immediately taken up arms against Berengar, but was unable to 
defeat him in an extremely bloody clash near Brescia. Both sides 
suffered heavy losses and concluded a brief truce, a respite that 
served only to rearm, strengthen and seek allies until the next 
meeting at the beginning of 88q on the Trebia, where Hannibal 
had once defeated the Romans. A murderous slaughter ensued, a 
battle that lasted the whole day, in which even high-ranking 
clergymen wielded swords and thousands lost their lives. 
Berengar had to give way; ez could now only hold his ground in 
eastern northern Italy (with Verona at its center). In mid-February 
88q, however, Wido was proclaimed senior et rex in the Palatinate 
of Pavia, mainly by the bishops of northern Italy - they were "for 
the most part the same people who had previously been on the
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stood on Berengar's side" (Dümmler). In return, Wido had to 
freely guarantee the protection of the church, the privileges and 
honors of the prelates, indeed, he promoted some of them to such 
an extent that he gave them all public property in their cities and 
also allowed them to build fortifications.

Pope Stephen V had initially favored Wido. However, he soon 
became uncomfortable with the new power of the Spoletinian, 
whose hereditary lands were in the immediate vicinity. He did not 
dare to openly resist him. However, like countless of his 
predecessors, he was used to cries for help. Stephen had already 
asked the Byzantine ruler to regularly send warships, even though 
he refused to recognize the patriarchs Pho- tios and Stephanos. 
The Pope had also demanded the intervention of Emperor Charles 
III in Italy, where he appeared six times. However, as the 
monarch had meanwhile died and been replaced by his nephew, 
King Amulf of Carinthia, he now urgently requested him to "visit 
Rome and St. Peter's and take possession of the Italian kingdom, 
freed from bad Christians and oppressive pagans". But because 
Arnulf, bound by internal and external opponents, refused and the 
requested support failed to materialize, Stephen submitted to the -
sincere Christians- and crowned the most powerful man in central 
Italy at the time, for better or for worse, on February II, 8qz 
(together with the Holy Roman Emperor). February 8qz (together 
with his wife Ageltrude) in St. Peter's - the first emperor from a 
non-Carolingian dynasty, but admittedly only an Italic parti- cipal 
potentate, who soon had his fifteen-year-old offspring Lambert 
elevated to king. '3
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In the summer of 8q3, when he had even defeated the king once 
more and confiscated patrimonies of the Papal States according to 
the old custom, when his power seemed to be growing all the 
time, Formosus sent King Arnulf Legalen with the once again 
urgent chokehold of the kingdom of Italy and the inheritance of 
St. Peter. Peter", i.e. the "tyrant" Widö, out Italicus regnum et res 
sancti Petri ad suas manus a malis christianis eru- endum 
adventaret- {Annales Fuldenses).2

THE CAPTURE OF BERGAMO S
OR Eixx MoRGEHMESSB ALWAYS GIVES Knnrr

Arnulf first sent his son Zwentibold to march. Together with 
Berengar, he lay idle for three weeks outside Pavia's walls facing 
Wido and then returned, allegedly bribed by him. Now Arnulf 
himself followed. With a strong army, he crossed the snow-
covered Alps, presumably the Brenner Pass, in January 8q¢, in the 
middle of a harsh winter (vines, sheep and bees were still dying in 
some parts of Bavaria in March). In Verona he was again 
reinforced by Berengar's troops and then, "around the purification 
of St. Mary" (e.g. February), after the celebration of Holy Mass, 
"at dawn he stormed Bergamo in heavy fighting and conquered it 
under God's guidance" (Annales Fuldenses) - an event much 
admired by contemporary chroniclers and later medieval 
historians, not l e a s t  because of the love for the enemy 
demonstrated in the process. For Arnulf's fighters, strengthened 
by the Holy Mass, including Archbishop Hatto of Mainz, Bishop 
Waldo of Freising and the Bishop of Neutra, Chancellor Wiching, 
continued to carry out all kinds of Christian acts after the 
conquest, about which Bishop Liutprand of Cremona writes: 
"Priests of God were dragged away bound, consecrated virgins 
violated, wives ravished. Not even the churches could
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The Holy Father's help, as his predecessor Stephan had wanted 
nothing more than to remove the Spoletinians from power."

ARHULF BEARS RciM, FIGHTS THERE AND 
BECOMES THE FIRST FRENCH-German 

COUNTER EMPEROR

After consulting with the bishops, Arnulf decided to make a new 
visit to Rome.

In December 8q he conquered Lombardy. Then, after an 
extremely arduous march t h r o u g h  Tuscany, accompanied by 
violent storms, rains and terrible horse deaths - now initially with 
oxen, "saddled in the manner of horses" - he arrived before Rome 
in February 8p6. There, however, the Spoletines, Hatre Wido's 
courageous widow, the Empress Ageltrude (daughter of Duke 
Adelchis of Benevento, who had once captured Louis II in a coup 
d'état: p. **7), had unexpectedly closed the gates and put the city 
in a state of defense.

This led to the first siege of Rome by a Frankish-German king. 
And again the Lord was there. According to the East Franconian 
chroniclers, everyone celebrated Holy Mass, confessed their sins, 
fasted, swore allegiance to Arnulf "with tears" and stormed Rome 
at the first attempt with the help, as Arnulf believed, of St. 
Pancratius (to whom he then built two chapels in Roding and 
Ranshofen). St. Pancratius (to whom he then built two chapels, in 
Roding and Ranshofen), the holy city from which Agel-trude 
quietly disappeared. Indeed, they conquered Rome "by the 
providence of God, without any of the king's army falling". On 
the other side, however, heads were still rolling during the 
invasion. In any case, Bishop Liut- prand reports t h a t  Arnulf, 
"in order to make amends for the injustice done to the Pope







 

 

Gout of the foot, "especially of the big toe" (Duden). And 
Boniface's successor l a s t e d  a good year after all, actually a bad 
one, in any case an extremely curious one, as the sworn enemy of 
Formosus soon adorned his pontificate with a singular act, with 
which he probably went down in history for a long time, which is 
indeed all acts of infidelity, but preferably criminal ones."

THE SYNOD OF CORPSES -
A MACABRE ÑCHMIERENSTÜCE PAPALEN GBS

Stephen VI (896-897), a priest's son, initially recognized 
Emperor Arnulf, but when Emperor Lambert of Spoleto once 
again took control of Rome, he went over to him, which the 
great synod of Ravenna once again expressly confirmed in 
May 8q8. Although he had once been consecrated bishop by 
Formosus himself, although he himself had moved to the 
Roman see uncanonically, he now formally put the dead pope 
on trial.

The man who had been buried for nine months was now, 
already badly rotten, torn out of his grave by the followers of the 
Widons, put into pontifical vestments and probably placed on the 
so-called "Apostle's pyre" in St. Peter's before the " funeral synod"  
in nn JãRUa£ 97.
stolic Smhl. The three plaintiffs, the bishops Peter of Albano, 
Silvester of Pono and Paschalis (with an unknown diocese) as 
well as a deacon, who answered in a shaky voice and of course 
unsatisfactorily for six.

Some pretexts were found; the half-dead man was accused of 
breaking his oath, although Marinus I had already absolved him of 
this. He was accused of ambitious ambition for the papal office, of 
which countless popes (and other prelates) were accused.
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could also have visited. And he was accused of transferring from 
Porto to Rome, from one bishopric to another, which was 
generally forbidden at the time according to ancient tradition, 
but occasionally permitted. After all, his terrible judge, Pope 
Stephen VI, had carried out such a translation in person, namely 
swapping his episcopal see of Agnani for the Roman one. (But 
if all of Formosus' consecrations were invalid, so was Stephen's 
consecration as bishop of Agnani, since Formosus performed it, 
which of course meant that there was no longer a translation, so 
Stephen VI was right to s i t  on the papal throne).

Perhaps it's not even the event itself, the idea of a Holy Father 
with a barely credible hatred, that is the most astonishing thing 
about something that seems like a scenario from a mental 
hospital, a nightmare, but the fact that an entire bishops' 
assembly attended this spiritual chamber of horrors for three days 
- whether reverently or not. In this context, it makes no 
difference whether Formosus was a Ga- nove or not! You can 
really offer humanity anything - especially the faithful ...

At the end of the macabre smear play - soon called the 
"shocking spectacle, the -spectator synod" (hor- renda synodus) 
by the sources - Formosus was declared deposed, the ordinations 
he had conferred were declared invalid, a decree to this effect was 
signed, he was cursed and orders were given to re-consecrate all 
those he had ordained. In keeping with protocol, the papal 
vestments were removed from the corpse down to a shirt, it was 
wrapped in lay clothes, a few fingers of the right hand, the fingers 
of the oath or blessing, were cut off and the body was dragged to 
the church. In the end, she was first thrown into a pit, where 
nameless strangers were buried, and then, after she had been dug 
up again, she was thrown naked into the Tiber - just at the time 
when the old basilica of the Lateran was collapsing, after which 
the Romans spent years rummaging through the precious pile of 
rubble for treasures.

Pope Stephen did not survive the procedure for long either. Still
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the son of Count Maginfred of Milan, who was killed by Lambert, 
to avenge his father's death and later confessed to it. "He did not 
fear eternal damnation," writes Bishop Liutprand, "but with all his 
strength he broke the sleeper's neck with the help of a strong 
branch. For he shied away from killing him with the sword, lest 
the obvious findings prove him guilty of the crime.

As Emperor Arnulf had also succumbed to his illness in 
Regensburg at the end of the ]ahr 8qq, Berengar of Friuli, 
Lambert's old opponent, now attempted to seize the Italic crown.
However, at the end of September 39s he suffered a bloody defeat 
at the hands of the Un- gar at the Brenta, where many prelates 
also fell. And Bishop Liutward of Vercelli, Charles III the Great's 
powerful archchancellor (p. z87 f.), was killed on the run at the 
time along with his treasures, these "incomparable damages, 
whose abundance was beyond all measure" (Regino von Prüm), 
and
which he naturally wanted to save from the Hungarians.
beat.

It was the first invasion of the Magyars in the unfortunate Italy, 
according to Liutprand, who describes the offensive broadly, 
repeatedly emphasizes the huge, immense army of the invaders, 
but then surprisingly says that Berengar had opposed them with an 
army three times as strong. So the fleeing Hungarians made the - 
admittedly futile - decision to offer the Christians the return of all 
their booty and compensation in return for their return home. And 
soon, hard pressed across the wide expanses around Verona, 
chasing the Brenta, tormented by the great fatigue of their horses 
and fear, they made a new offer: to hand over all their belongings, 
prisoners, weapons and horses¡ they only wanted to keep their 
bare lives, never to enter Italy again, even to give up their sons as 
hostages - but received another rebuff "on the spot", a very 
Christian one:
-When we, especially from people who are in our power and 
already
are as much as dead dogs, accept as a gift what is already given to 
us, and want to enter into a contract with them.



    AAxv*rvou ICMumew,onn'kwxisczRRK0xic uxo IC*mssH

the insane Orestes would swear that we had lost our minds.
In fact, they had lost it. If they were not only puffed up, but 

also divided, some apparently preferred the downfall of certain 
Christians to that of the pagans, so that after their death they could 
then "rule alone, so to speak, without restraint".

The Ungnrn, however, ambushed the Christians on three sides, 
crossed the river with the courage of desperation, chased right into 
the midst of Berengar's surprised troops - "and the pagans 
abandoned themselves to their lust for murder ... - All but a 
pitiful remnant of the Christian army perished¡ the Po Valley was 
flooded by the victors.

THE LUDWIG III BY DBiSCHOF OF RONA 
ÜUDWIG DER Bi.INDE WURDE

Pope's successor Benedict IV ( 3) crowned the young 
Louis III of Provence (89o-9z8) emperor in February por. The son 
of the Burgundian king Boso and Irm(ngard, the grandson of 
Emperor Louis II, had been summoned to the country by 
supporters of the late Emperor Lambert in 8q8 against Berengar I 
in 9oo, elevated to rex ltaliae in Pavia and then immediately 
crowned by
Benedict IV was kindly received and crowned in Rome. A 
considerable part of the nobility and the bishops begrudged 
Berengar the crown and were obviously disappointed by his 
defeat against the Hungarians and his pacts with them.

However, Emperor Louis III was unable to defy Berengar, as 
he was soon favored again by the northern Italian grandees. By 
swearing never to return to Italy, Louis bought his departure 
across the Alps as early as 9oz, but three years later he accepted a 
new invitation and went after Berengar, who had initially fled to 
Bavarian territory.







7- CHAPTER

KING LUDWIG IV. THE CHILD
(poo-pII)

-However, the child, who had always been a criminal, was not 
able to establish his own government. Rule passed to the 

nobility and the episcopate. Enischcide "de advisors were 
Archbishop Hsxo of Msinz and Bishop Salomo of Constance - 

Alois Schmid'

-Of the activity of the laicnftirsten in the R.eichsrc$ifocnc
the annalists report nothing. Schur'

-In this iibcraus corrupt time many shameful deeds have been 
committed and are still being committed in the church .... 

Abbot Regino of Prüm*



After the death of Emperor Amulf, his only legitimate son, the 
six-year-old Louis, became one of the East Frankish-German 
kings: Louis IV (8q3-9i i). ° 4 February qm in Forchheim, he was 
officially elevated to the rank of king - the first confirmed 
kingship.
s coronation as king in East Frankish-German history. Arnulf had 
called the greats of the empire (without the magnates, who had 
been independent since 8p
Lotharingia) had already *97 sworn to succeed Louis, whose 
reign, however, could only be nominal. And in the following 
month, the Lotharingian aristocracy also paid homage to him.
stocracy, admittedly only in the hope of achieving the greatest 
possible autonomy.

However, others also hoped for this, especially as the 
increasing activity of a more self-confident Adele, its wild feuds 
and rivalry battles, was more conducive to fishing in the 
doldrums. However, in the struggle for leadership in favor of a 
few even more ascendant noble families, notable others were 
wiped out, especially in Franconia and Lotharingia.

LUDWIG . THE CHILD
THE ARIO1'4ETTE OF THE KLERUS

While Louis IV's father, the king and emperor, had already 
cooperated closely with the Church (p. zpy ff.) and both had 
consolidated their power in the struggle with the high nobility, 
Louis, who was still a young priest, was now governed almost 



exclusively by prelates. They
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literally disappeared. From 829, they also raided Upper Italy, 
even pillaging southern France, attacking Bavaria, Saxony, 
Alemannia, Alsace and Lothacingia in annual raids at the 
beginning of the xo. In the early xth century, they attacked 
Bavaria, Saxony, Alemannia, Alsace and Lothacingia in annual 
raids. And for more than half a century they continued their raids 
- a worse plague than the Normans, who meanwhile concentrated 
more on eastern Jjiand.

Anno domini 9oo the Hungarians first appeared on what was 
once Bavarian and is now Austrian soil,

They broke into Thraungau via the Enns, "on o Mei- len in 
length and breadth with fire and sword, murdering and 
plundering everything". However, in the late fall, a Bavarian 
army under Count Liutpold of Carinthia and Bishop Richar of 
Passau defeated a small Hungarian rearguard near Linz, 
fighting with glory, says the annalist, and triumphing even 
more gloriously. For it is said that, by the "grace of God", 
pagans were found among the fallen and drowned in the 
Danube, but "hardly a single Christian" (Annales Fulden-

por, the Hungarians were defeated on the way back along the 
Fischa, east of Vienna, after an invasion of Carinthia, 9oz in 
Moravia together with the Moravians, whose kingdom the 
Bavarians had plundered two years earlier, as they had already 
done in 89o and 8qq. There were also battles with the Magyars in 
9o3, this time
with an unknown outcome. And M4 the Bavarians invited a 
Hungarian garrison under their commander Chussal, first 
organized a banquet, then a massacre with them, killed them 
completely, and obviously again by the command of God.







K0nic LuDWtG K. DAS Kixn (yi i)

According to Bishop Liutprand, these spirits of hell have no 
God and no conscience. Not only do they ruin castles and 
churches, not only do they kill people, but to spread more and 
more terror they drink the blood of the slain". Bishop Solomon III 
of Constance (p. 3Ö6 ff.) has been 'terrifying' in all variations 
since the Bible and the Church Fathers (also towards Christians).
highly popular animal comparisons ( 3 chap.): -now the gantest 
dog himself invades the house of Christ". And Rcgino, Abbot of 
Prüm (until 8qq) and of Trier (until qzy), produces downright
-(Heinrich) about the barbarians, whereby he makes use of the 
rich ethnographic topoi of antiquity, apparently for the sake of 
greater authenticity, and lists a series of bad characteristics of 
the (new) Huns, above all -bloodthirsty savagery (cruentam 
ferocitatem), "vieiiic rage" (bcluino furori); they do not live "after 
the manner of men, but like cattle" - "like wild beasts", 
Widukind also says -, indeed, they are "like wild animals".
-devour the hearts of their prisoners in pieces as a remedy-'.2

OF "UHSTRTE1' 4UBERN AND THE EUROPEAN1"1 
FAMILY OF PEOPLES*

This disdain, especially German disdain, for the other-worldly, 
the pre-Middle Eastern, the Asiatic, runs through all the centuries. 
And no matter how much even a deserving historian like Albert 
Hauck (- 45--9* ) insists that these -nomads- in their
-culturlessness" for "the seßhahen Germanen- -nur repulsive be", 
that the Seßhahe -nothing uglier could see" than these savages- 
and nothing more hideous could hear than their -miB- sounding 
Gcgrunze", Hauck may justifiably call the Hungarians "gangs of 
robbers", he may call the former hunters and shepherds, a people 
of warriors equally against their will, a "nation that practiced 
robbery as a national profession" - he is not very much mistaken 
in his assessment.
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bound in front of the entire army and beheaded on q. The sentence 
was also carried out at the instigation of Conrad the Younger, the 
later King Conrad I. He had fought his way to kingship with his 
actions. With his actions, he had fought his way to kingship ..." 
(W. Hartmann). However, Margrave Liutpold, Bavaria's first man 
after the king, was also "decisively involved" in the war against 
Adalbert as well as in his "treacherous capture and execution" 
(Reindel). His fortune and his possessions were made a crown 
estate and then distributed by the king - among men of noble 
birth (Reginonischronica). That is, to the Babenberger's 
opponents, including Archbishop Hatto of Mainz, the greatest 
villain of this whole piece¡ a hierarch whose deceitfulness even 
Duke Henry of Saxony, the later king, feared so much that he 
justified his refusal to go to a Mainz court meeting with the 
threat of an assassination attempt by the chief shepherd there.

Theres Castle was turned into a Benedictine abbey, Adalbert's 
Babenberg Castle and the entire county were seized by King 
Ludwig, resulting in the bishopric of Bamberg. And even in the 
High Middle Ages, people still sang about the betrayal of 
Archbishop Hatto, who was particularly unpopular with the 
people. Of course, the man was no exception. Abbot Regino of 
Prüm wrote in his book "De synodalibus causis et disciplinis 
ecclesiasticis", which was dedicated to Hatto, the imperial 
regent of the time: -In this extremely corrupt time, many 
shameful deeds have been and are still being committed in the 
church that were unheard of in the old days (Praefatio)."

When Louis IV died, just eighteen years old and heedless, on 
September qi I, the East Frankish line of Louis the German and 
the Carolingians died out. In the previous year, the long-suffering 
king had personally suffered a heavy defeat against the 
Hungarians on the Lechfeld with an imperial army, but was 
otherwise so uninvolved that no contemporary source even 
mentions his place of death or burial.











THE ROCK MINING OF LOTHARINGIA FAILS

Konrad I (qZI-QI8), who preferred to reside in Frankfurt, 
Weilburg an der Lahn and Forchheim, had led the Konradines 
since the death of his father Konrad the Elder of Oberlahngau in 
the Babenberg Feud (qod} and his uncle Gebhard. The clan had 
enormously expanded its own position of power in Main 
Franconia through the ten-year war against the Babenbergs and 
their complete eradication; in 9o6, Konrad decisively destroyed 
Adalbert of Babcnberg and in the same year also defeated the 
Lotharingian brothers Gerhard and Matfried, whereupon he 
assumed a ducal position in East Franconia.

Initially, your new king was concerned with winning back 
Lotharingia. For after the death of the last East Frankish 
Carolingian, Louis the Child, the West Frankish king
Charles III the Simple {8q3/8q M*3). a son of Louis the Stemler 
and grandson of Charles the Bald, became Lord of Lotharingia in 
the year qiI. Charles the Simple (Charles le Simple,
simplex, hebetus, stultus¡ French sot is a later term) had already 
made an attempt on Lotharingia in 8q8. Summoned by an ally, the 
powerful Count Reginar, who had incurred Zwentibold's disfavor, 
Charles had quickly advanced as f a r  as Aachen and Nymwegen. 
But then Zwentibold intervened with a number of magnates, 
above all Bishop Franco of Liège, and with the support of Duke 
Otto of Saxony, Zwentibold's father-in-law. In 8qq peace was 
concluded in St. Goar on the Rhine (p. 3iq).

$I I, however, Charles succeeded in annexation. The 
Lotharingian nobility
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expected greater independence from it, the bishops hoped for new 
goods and rights. In fact, Charles III's first document dated zo. 
December was already issued for the canons of Kammerich: -after 
obtaining the rich inheritance". As early as January, Bishop Drogo 
voti Toul received his favor in a document, as did the monastery 
of the monks of St. Maximin near Trier. Bishop Ratbod of Trier 
became Charles' arch-chaplain and was now as firmly attached to 
the West Franconian kingdom as Archbishop Hermann I of 
Cologne, once arch-chaplain to King Zwentibold (and husband of 
Gerberga, perhaps a conrad) or Count Reginar, who now 
possessed at least six abbeys in addition to his counties.3

In the winter of qn/qia, Conrad I ousted Charlemagne from 
Alsace, where he was only temporarily recognized, as in 
Friesland. However, three campaigns against Lotharingia failed 
piNqI3. The king had little success, apart from the fact that 
Strasbourg was occupied twice, devastated and set on fire. And 
after qi3 he renounced any recovery. However, Charles the 
Simple, the only Carolingian king since the death of Louis the 
Child, immediately after Conrad's election no longer called 
himself by the hitherto customary title of "-rex", without any 
further area designation, but, in a deliberate recourse to the 
Frankish-Carolingian tradition, like the early Carolingians, "-rex 
Franco- rum". He also preferred to reside in Metz, Diedenhofen, 
Her- stat, Aachen, but failed with all his arnbitious, but no longer 
contemporary expectations and died qzq in captivity.'

Since Conrad I had already completed his ascent, especially the 
elimination of the Ba-

benberger owed the crown to the decisive assistance of the 
imperial rulers and the imperial church, i.e. the leading East 
Franconian prelates, he also had to prove himself obedient to 
them. Although he also owed the crown to the dukes, he would 
not have been crowned at all without their election or consent. 
However, he unwisely used his kingship to subjugate the tribal 
dukes, from whose ranks he himself came, and who were initially
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usually maintained good relations with the court. However, he 
had the high clergy at his side, especially his
"episcopal friends" (Hlawitschka), Archbishop Hatto of Mainz, 
who had already died qI3, and his chancellor, Bishop Solomon III 
of Constance.

Conrad 1st, although not militarily incompetent, was 
politically uninstinctive and soon took action against the dukes 
(diices), especially against their growing power in Bavaria and 
Swabia. In addition to the fight against the regional powers, there 
was also the fight against the constant invasions of the 
Hungarians, who raided the empire almost year after year, 
preferably Bavaria and Swabia, but also Franconia, Thuringia, 
Saxony, Alsace and even Lotharingia. And against the 
Hungarians, Conrad I failed completely, while the greats here 
and there, such as Amulf "the Wicked" of Bavaria and his 
Swabian uncles, the Bavarian couple Erehanger and Berthold 
and Count Udalrich, profited from their victory qi 3 on the Inn, 
after Arniilf "the Wicked" had already defeated the Hungarians 
q on the Rott and qxo at Neuching. The conflict with the 
"middle powers", who were gaining more respect and prestige, 
was thus intensified.

The king sought and found support from the church. The lay
abbot of Kaiserswerth, the count in the Wormsfeld, in the Hesse, in 
the
Keldachgau, who also had himself anointed by a bishop
- This royal anointing is explicitly attested for the first time in the 
Eastern Empire - relied in particular on Bishop Solomon III of 
Constance in the south and Archbishop Hatto of Mainz in the 
north, who ruled the empire for a quarter of a century. And these 
leading statesmen under Louis the Child were also among Conrad's 
preferred advisors.
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nar". Invading Bavaria at the spine of numerous troops, King 
Konrad - -eiri always a mild and wise man and lover of divine 
teaching" (Archbishop Adalbert)
- as if in enemy territory. He defeated Arnulf, conquered his 
capital Regensburg, which partially went up in flames and whose 
bishop Toto was apparently one of Arnulf's most determined 
opponents. (Toto also became blessed by his church.) Conrad 
appointed his brother and fellow fighter Eberhard as governor in 
Bavaria. And while the temporal greats disappeared more and 
more from the king's surroundings, the Bavarian episcopate 
naturally stood by the victor.

Arnulf was able to reconquer his duchy and expel Conrad's 
brother Eberhard. Yes, he now also regained his bishops, 
especially as he very seldom used them, but rather their
and g a v e  the bishops a share of the spoils, i.e. rigorously 
secularized the monasteries "together with the prelates" (Prinz). 
At his death, however, on Id. July q3y, heaven repented, and this, 
as usual, with the help of hell. Arnulf's body was taken by the 
devil in the middle of a feast in Regensburg and thrown into a 
watery grave, a lake near Scheyern. At least this is what the 
chronicler of the Tegernsee monastery knows, which already 
owned ry parish churches in the late 8th century and whose lands, 
already spread as far as Tyrol and Lower Austria at the time, were 
confiscated by Arßiilf, apparently also for the benefit of the 
diocese of Passau.

But when Duke Arnulf "the Evil" had the worst reputation 
among the monks, King Könrad I was strongly attracted to them. 
He often visited monasteries, St. Gall and Lorsch, Korvei and St. 
Em- meram, Fulda and Hersfeld, and usually increased their 
possessions by granting them.
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MORDERBISCHOF ALOMO TRIUMPHS

The chief shepherd on whom King Conrad primarily relied in the 
south of his empire, Solomon III of Constance, also came from 
the monastery.
-appointment" to their family. Nepotism, a form of feudal clan 
politics, is particularly "famous and notorious among the popes 
throughout almost all centuries, reaching its peak in the I, IO, 
Z7" (Schwaiger). Of course, the phenomenon can also be 
found among other princes of the church, cathedral chapters 
and large monasteries. -Again and again we read how bishops, 
abbots and abbesses let their relatives succeed them in office. 
Indeed, entire dioceses have been in the possession of noble 
families for generations (Angenendt).

Between 838 and qiq, three bishops of the same noble 
Alemannic family reigned in Constance: Solomon I died 7-¡ four 
years later and was succeeded by his nephew Solomon II (8y5-
88p); he was followed by his nephew Solomon III (8po-qxq). A 
catholic

dissertation names the three -the most important bishops of the 
century." The world owes them to the nepotism that has 

flourished in Christianity from the very beginning, since the days 
of the biblical Jesus; there is indeed once an apostolic tradition 

here -
until the zo. Century (cf. III dqq ff.).'

Solomon III, born around 86o, grew up in the monastery school 
of St. Gall and was, at least at the time, keen on women. He took 
advantage of the hospitality of a nobleman by giving his virgin 
daughter a child and later making the seduced woman abbess in 
Zurich, whereupon she did all sorts of things for him and her 
(Casus s. Galli). Solomon became notary in 88d and chancellor to 
Charles the Fat in 88y. After his overthrow, he switched to the 
victor, becoming Arnulf's chaplain as early as 888, and two years 
later abbot of St. Gall and bishop of Constance. He has been 
chancellor under Louis IV the Child since poq, and since qE I 
behind Conrad I, who favors him greatly and makes many an 
endowment "at the behest of our most faithful bishop Solomon", 



not least at the expense of the Alemannic count brothers 
Erchanger and Berthold.
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When Margrave Burchard of Raetia, the princcps Alamanno- 
rum, was the first to openly aspire to the dukedom in Swabia, he 
immediately had the "royal" Solomon decidedly against him - 
thanks to a colorful band of warriors strongly over1egen- (Casus 
s. Galli). Burchard I was murdered in the fall of pzi at the 
instigation of Bischoff Hinterlis g, thus thwarting the first attempt 
to found a Swabian duchy. But not content with this, the bishop 
(in alliance with other spiritual greats, especially the abbots of St. 
Gall and Reichenau) wanted to destroy the entire family. 
Burchard's widow was thus deprived of all her possessions. 
Burchard's sons, Burchard II, later Duke of Swabia, and Udalrich, 
were exiled and their lands were also given to their opponents. 
Burchard's first brother Adalbert, Count of Thurgau, very popular 
among the people, lost his life, also at the instigation of Solomon, 
presumably with the understanding of the other East Franconian 
chief shepherds. Even the younger Burchard's mother-in-law, 
Gisla, was stripped of all her possessions and distributed while on 
pilgrimage to Rome.

Soon afterwards, Bishop Solomon 111 fought with equal vigor 
against the Swabian Count Palatine Erchanger rind his brother 
Bert- hold, the other pretenders to the dukedom¡ related to the 
Upper Rhine count family of Erchangare, from which Richgard, 
the wife of Emperor Charles III, descended.

King Conrad had initially tried to mediate and prevent the 
conflict, and after a brilliant victory by Erchanger over the 
Hungarians who were ravaging the Swabians, he had
He married his sister Kunigunde, the widow of the Bavarian 
Margrave Liutpold, who died at Pressbuzg in œ7. After all, Er- 
changer and his allies had been defeated by this new battle of 
Hungary.
became the lords of Swabia, which is why Biscliof Salomo k e p t  
stirring up feuds against them.

Year after year, the land was devastated. But for the time being, 
the brothers, with Burchard II, the son of the murdered margrave 
whose family had been exiled for eternity, fighting alongside 
them, remained successful. Erchanger captured 9*4 Bishop 
Solomon, but in return was arrested by the king and deprived of 



the
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power is the yardstick for determining who is in the right.
"A successful coup or revolution will sooner or later be followed 
by recognition of the new government by other nations. Whoever 
wins a war determines the new course of borderlines and the 
content of new constitutions - it is he who lays down the new 
rules" (Esther Goody)." Even if Henry I's election was thus 
entirely -lega1", the prerequisite for it, the taking away, the 
accumulation of power, of violence by him, his fathers, his 
forefathers, could only be achieved through continued rivalry, 
overreaching, oppression, bloodshed.

And that's exactly how it should continue.
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HEINRICH I, THE FIRST 
GERMAN KING

-He could not read or write, so he was no match for the 
medieval kings. Nor did he do much for the education of 

his sons - Ellie-Marits Eib1'

-In the winter of 9z8l9z9 . . Henry invaded the territory of 
the Elbsiawen and conquered Brandenburg. From there, the 
king turned south, where he conquered the territory of the 
Daleminzier

verwiiatete ... Further wartimeziigc in the yearsn 93s °
qjq extended the German 'Machtbtrcich.- Dietrich Claude'

-Heinrith's successes are astonishing ... The success rests 
solely on the sharpness of the sword - the conquering troops 
were followed, even before the priest, by the slave trader on 

the full - johannes Fried'

-King Henry, the great promoter of peace and zealous 
defender of the pagans, died on July 10th, after he had fought 

many victories bravely and manfully and had everywhere 
proved the borders of his realm - Adalberti continuatio 

Reginonis-
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His wife 8yz founded a canonry in Brunshausen, which was 
moved to Gan- dersheim in 881, one of the first monasteries 
founded by Saxon nobility. Like so many others, it served to 
provide for several daughters - and at the same time, the pious 
family business demonstrated a Christian attitude.

The sons, the elder Brun, Henry's 1st uncle, who died in 88o 
at the head of a Saxon army against the Danes, and Otto the 
Er1aucht#, Henry I's father, secured t h e  marriage of their aunt, 
Liudolft's daughter Liutgard, to King Louis the
The younger (5th Iss f.) was granted various privileges, 
including the guarantee of abbesshood for the daughters of the 
House of Liudolfing. As a result, one daughter after the other 
succeeded to the regency.
giment. And until the introduction of the Reformation, until I 
y8q, the imperial princely status of the Gandersheim abbesses 
was preserved. Indeed, until the early I9th century, 
Gandersheim was still a convent of the high nobility. This is 
how one provides for one's own ...

That such a pious creation was no exception is shown 
parenthetically by the Frauenstift Essen (8Jz-i8o3), which also 
existed until its secularization, almost a millennium later.

Founded around 8ya by Bishop Altfrid of Hildesheim, the 
santimonials came from the most noble families of the empire. 
At the time of Emperor Henry IV (gcst. z io6), the abbey 
owned over a hundred Herxenhöle and more than three 
thousand peasant Hufenl The estates were farmed by dependent 
peasants, (semi-free) serfs; it was customary for them to 
perform numerous manual labor, mowing and gardening 
services. The abbesses of the founder, who acquired estate after 
estate and sovereignty right after sovereignty right, were 
eventually elevated to the status of imperial princes. After the 
dissolution of the vita communis in the zo. After the dissolution of 
the vita communis in the tenth century, the abbess of the Essener 
Frauenstih ran her own household with four court offices, 
numerous servants and her own cook, undercook, baker and 
brewer. Every evening, the head cook asked the abbess what 
she wanted to eat the next day and then gave orders to the head 



cook and the rentmaster. Droste (head cook) and Schenk served 
her during the meal.
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se. In this way, he granted both southern German princes the 
fiscal property lying within their territory, he allowed them to 
rule the church, to dispose of the bishoprics and imperial 
monasteries, and perhaps even granted them some foreign 
policy powers; of course, all this solely because he lacked the 
power to completely subjugate them; but he was recognized. 
And when he was more powerful, his position more stable, he 
also took up the problem of ecclesiastical rule and became ever 
more closely associated with the clergy (p. 38s ff.).

LuxmvivE BnAUTE AND Elf'l GEFtlGIGER BiSCHOF

The reign of the first German king once again shows the pivotal 
point of politics. -But the king grew and increased in power from 
year to year," Widukind von Corvey boasts. Power - and the more 
powerful a powerful person, the lower the historians bow before 
him, at least as a rule, which is always the point here.

Henry 1 initially strengthened his position with a rich wife. At 
the age of around zy, he courted Hathe- burg, the heiress 
daughter of the sonless Count Erwin von Merseburg. Of 
course, the church (in the form of Hatros 1) was also keen on her 
politically significant property - a gateway to the east, with 
extensive lands in that area - and the widowed Hatheburg had 
evidently taken the veil under its influence. And as selfishly as 
the clergy may have brought her into the monastery, Henry - 
"because of her beauty and the usefulness of her rich inheritance" 
- brought her out again, married her and fathered his son 
Thankmar with her.

But, reveals Thietmar of Merseburg again, "the king's love for 
his wife waned". And so it was a good thing that the -wackere-, 
-smart-, the -so rcchtschaffene- Bishop Siegmund von 
Halberstadt ( 94M*4), this -Gipfe1 voll-
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the legality of the marriage. The "man glowing with zeal for 
Christ", who moreover -with his wide-ranging knowledge of 
spiritual and secular science was superior to all his 
contemporaries at the time-, established that Hatheburg's earlier 
vows had ruled out Henry's marriage. He therefore promptly 
forbade both of them to continue their marriage by virtue of the 
"power of banishment of apostolic authorization". Whereupon the 
subsequent Catholic prince had no choice but to cast out the non-
Catholic half of the marriage.

Once again, it was fortunate that Henry was already enamored 
of the young Mathilde because of her beauty and her fortune. So 
he soon imprisoned his first wife in a convent again, naturally 
retaining her rich bridal treasure, large estates in eastern Saxony - 
a foundation of the considerable Ottonian royal estate around 
Merseburg. And just as Henry had thus increased his power to the 
east, he now extended it to the west through a second marriage. In 
the year 9oq, he married the daughter of Count Thiederich, the 
young Mathilde, "famous for her beauty and her wealth" 
(Thietmar), and also famous for her descent (albeit not in the male 
line) from the Saxon hero and opponent of Charles in the Saxon 
War, Widukind. Mathilde was his great-granddaughter and, 
according to her biographer,
"worthy of the highest praise", naturally also highly wealthy 
again, thanks to the Westphalian heritage of the Widukinde. And 
of course she was also very devoted to the church, in short: -
valuable in religious as well as in worldly matters" (in divinis 
quam in humanis profuit: Thietmar).

Once again, Henry, now apparently with the help of his father, 
Duke Otto, lay abbot in Hersfeld, fetched her from a nunnery, this 
time from Herford, where she raised a grandmotherly abbess of 
the same name, allegedly without being destined for the clerical 
state. -She emerged, her snowy cheeks covered in a flaming 
blush, as if white lilies were united with red roses (Vita 
Mathildis). Just one day after his arrival at the holy house, Henry 
is said to have left with his booty.
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the n. The lance of St. Maurice, a prominent martyr revered by the 
Franks as a "warrior saint" and made a "saint of the realm", who - 
in Christian heroic legend! - under Diocletian in Switzerland as 
the leader of the Theban Legion along with no less than 66oo 
other
martyrs had died gloriously (p. 460): - one scam follows another 
in this history of the church, saints and martyrs, and often one is 
bigger than the other.

The holy rarity in which, so to speak, three Holy Lances were 
in one Holy Lance (as in the one Dionysius three complete saints - 
yes, or as in the one divine person three divine persons ...).), this 
"priceless gift from heaven", alongside which there were of course 
other (but less effective) holy lances carried on crusades (ioq8, i 
too), has since been part of the crown treasure of German kings 
and is said to have been brought from Vienna to the "city of the 
imperial party rallies" of Nuremberg in iq38. Today, however, it is 
once again resting in Vienna's treasury, but would hardly be 
w o r t h  a "not insignificant part of Swabia" or even the city of 
Basel. At that time, however, the "jewel", the
"Bearer of a most precious relic ... as a symbol of reign for the 
king, who was a firm believer in his rule" (Kämpf) - above all his 
triumph, whereby it was attributed to the
Henry led his army over the Hungarians in the yearC 93s. 
March, the day of St. Longinus ...'

But whether King Henry I saw himself more, according to 
Widukind, guided by the -grace of God- or by the -geopolitical 
Cesefz of the Elbe" (Lüdtke), he finally threw himself on the 
heathens with true rage and delight by undertaking a series of 
devastating campaigns against the Elbe Slavs, celebrated by 
Archbishop Adalbert of Magdeburg as a -supporter of peace".
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line from the Erzgebirge to the Eider, German rule was extended 
over the Wendish lands ... A very loose dependence was replaced 
by a more or less definite incorporation. One realizes the 
significance of this achievement when one realizes that the 
territory thus linked to the empire was larger in extent than that of 
any German tribe. The Wendish conquests are the world-
historical deed of Henry 1. Through them he led the German 
people into the area to which, after almost a millennium, the 
center of gravity of German power was to shift.""

Well, wonderful. We will follow in the footsteps of this 
"German power", from band to band, the German essence that the 
East was supposed to recover from ...

Of course, we are not talking about sacrifices here, neither our 
own nor the sacrifices of others. Blood? Not a drop, so to speak. 
After all, this is a clean affair, glorious all round. You win. You 
conquer because you are stronger. You conquer, you coerce, you 
conquer again, you subjugate, you subjugate anew, you assert 
yourself, you break the power of a tribe, you force them to recognize 
you,  above all to recognize the obligation to pay tribute again and 
again, you get used to being a bully, you extend German rule 
further. Ah, a really beautiful thing! And there is no bloodshed. And 
there is no injustice. Not flight either, expulsion, enslavement, not 
misery and death. Only - the "German power", the "German rule", 
"the world-historical deed"! And of course, the theologian and 
church historian Hauck, who writes his magnum opus in the 
Wilhelminian era, devotes several pages to it - long before Heinrich 
Himmler and Alfred Rosenberg "declared their love for the
'Ur-Germanic' Heinrich, which gave rise to a literature of a 
corresponding level ...- (Brühl).
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... U1'4D HISTORIANS TODAY

However, since the overall political situation is now different and 
the historical constellation has shifted somewhat, a slightly 

different view of history is being conveyed. Henry's "world-
historical deed", which of course no longer figures as such, is now 

often played down, treated as briefly as possible, almost 
escapistically and of course accentuated in a completely different 
way. The medievalist Eduard Hlawitschka, for example, devotes 

just under zi pages to Henry I in a "study book", but not even half 
a page to Henry's offensive (even less than to the "acquisition of 
the Holy Lance"). Moreover, it is only about: -preventive border 

security", -prevention", the
-Training of an ßeitertruppe-, with which the "small Slavic 
neighboring tribes ... defeated and made subject to tribute". 
However, this was more incidental, in fact merely to be able to 
use the new cavalry contingent against the Hungarians in a "tried 
and tested" manner and to prevent the "Slavic neighbors" from 
supporting them.

In an anthology, the same scholar offers us a ten-page article 
on King Henry I., but a single sentence about his "world-

historical deed", which merely mentions border battles with the 
Slavic neighbors on the Elbe and Saale - the Hevellians, 

Daleminci, Witzen, Abodrites and Redari, and also Bohemia - in 
order to test the new cavalry triumphs and at the same time to 

warn the Slavic neighbors against supporting the Hungarians. The 
"territory robbed and bloodily conquered by Henry", which 

Hauck calls "larger than that o f  any German tribe" with 
unmistakable admiration, is described by Hlawitschka, writing a 

hundred years later, as merely a kind of troop training ground, 
conveniently neighboring, whereupon one can see the highly

respectable war against the Hungarians."
More recent historians generally speak as little of the battles 

themselves as Hauck does. No, blood? Usually hardly
- it would simply be inadequate, less relevant than relevant,
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below any (ordinariate) level. The -Handbook of European 
History- (iqqz) mentions 'On the battles in general a single 
publication - and that from the year iq38.3

Historiography, especially that of the "future", is not nearly as 
"objective" as most of its representatives still pretend. -The 
assessments were always influenced by the political problems of 
the respective present.- This judgment by Gerd Althoff and Hagen 
Keller in their two-volume study -Heinrich I and Otto the Great- 
(Iqq¢) is only applied to the historiography applicable to the first 
two Ottonians, but more or less characterizes it in general. The 
two historians would perhaps dispute this. Equally, Henry's 
"world-historical deed" requires only two sentences from them in 
their entire book about this king. And here, too, his "campaigns 
against the Slavs" (which were, after all, carried out with great 
cruelty) - with reference to Wilfried - again appear merely as 
preparation for the defense against Hungary, above all as a test for 
the netie cavalry."

This is one motive - possibly - as stated in the handbook just 
mentioned. But another motive is that Henry needed new royal 
lands, new opportunities to expand and new tribes that he could 
fleece - "the royal treasury filled up again" (Fried). -The 
following lands", Thietmar praises (mentioning "only very 
little" of his hero's "glorious life"), "he made himself liable to 
tribute: Bohemia, Daleminia, the Obodrites, the Wilzes, the 
Hevellians and the Redarians". The prelate writes immediately 
afterwards: "Of course, they immediately rebelled again ..." But 
then they attacked them again straight away and, as Bishop 
Thietmar concludes in good Christian fashion, "took revenge". 
However, especially with many German historians, one can of 
course also assume a "preventive and tributary border 
protection" (Reindel), one can speak of "border protection", of 
Henry's efforts to "lay a militarily secured protective belt in 
front of the interior" (Fleckenstein).

However: Albert Hauck is right. Henry I was offensive in the 
east. The more reserved he remained in  the west, the more 
cautious, indeed
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The more lenient he was in his tactics there, the more recklessly 
he attacked in the East.

HEINRICH'S "BORDER SECURITY" OR 
"NONE OF THE ABOVE".

With this king, where the slave trade flourished even in times of 
peace, pagan warfare - especially with armored cavalry - 
gradually took on the character of terror against some West Slavic 
and Baltic peoples that it retained for centuries. The mission was 
always associated with the violent fight against the Bohemians, 
Elbe Slavs and Danes. As the German population steadily 
increased, the Elbe Slavs (the Abodrites, Wilzes, Redarians, 
Ukrians, Hevellians, Sorbs, Milzenians, Daleminzians) were 
decimated with unusual severity, their villages destroyed by the 
hundred, their people murdered, expelled and deported. -Foreign 
domination is the greatest misery, lamented Bishop Thietmar, 
but, as befits a Christian chief pastor, he was of course only 
thinking of the oppression of his own people. (-Thietmar's chronicle 
demands, dear reader", he himself says in Prologue I, "some 
generosity . . .-)

Henry I had already marched against the north-west Slavic 
tribe of the Daleminzians in death on behalf of his father. He then 
proved his "ability as a warrior" and returned "successfully" 
(Thietmar) after severe devastation and pillaging, which 
incidentally led to the first Hungarian invasion of Saxony. Of 
course, Henry, like every Saxon, hated the Wends and knew no 
injustice towards them: he permitted any crime against the Wends 
by a troop of bandits, thieves and robbers recruited and settled in 
Merseburg, the "Merseburg Legion" (which went into battle after 
"Otto the Great" until it was destroyed by Boleslav I of Bohemia). 
And he constantly added
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his gangster's commandment. Whenever he saw "that a thief or 
robber was a brave man and capable of war, he gave him due 
punishment and transferred him to the suburb of Merseburg, 
gave him fields and weapons and ordered him to spare his fellow 
citizens, but to raid the barbarians as much as they dared. The 
crowd gathered from such people thus formed a complete army 
for the march of war." And Merseburg, situated directly on the 
border to the Slavic lands, was naturally a good base for the 
raids. The king used seven years of his iy-year reign to fight 
against the Elbe Slavic peoples, deeply unjust wars aimed solely 
at subjugation and exploitation - "one of the great leaders ... as 
fate gives our people only once in a millennium" (Lüdtke).

qa8, Henry was already in the Hz. At the age of 18 - according 
to some historians now a fully mature genius - he opened the 
German-Havelian battles, -many battles, as Widukind points out, 
which lasted until the beginning of the 1940s. In doing so, the 
king took advantage of a peace concluded with the Hungarians 
and suddenly in winter, very unusually at the time, left the 
Hevelians, a sub-tribe of the Wilzes, on the other side of the Elbe, 
on the middle Havel. {From this river, from its Germanic name 
Habula, the original tribal name of the Hevelians, Habelli, is 
derived; as it is also assumed that after the Slavic immigration in 
the eighth century, the remaining Germanic population mixed 
with the Slavs and formed the Hevelian tribe; a root of the later 
Mark Braildenburg).

Henry's son Otto had accompanied him on his attack on the 
Hevellers - a good school for life. Otherwise the offspring could 
neither read nor write at the time, like his crowned father 
throughout his life, whose mighty physique, according to 
Tidukind, only lent the ruler's dignity the right adornment! The 
prince was also a hard drinker. And a great hunter, whose end, 
however, was announced even on the hunt (p. oq), on which he 
sometimes "rode forty or more hounds in one ride".
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killed more game" (Widukind; cf. p. y8y note i3!)¡ if it is not 
hunter's Latin. (Otto did not understand Latin either.) But the 
slaughter of men. Father and son practiced it with virtuosity. And 
descendants like ancestors. The Christians as a whole, especially 
their nobles.

After many battles, the water-protected main base of the 
Hevellers, the strategically located Brennabor Castle 
(Brandenburg), was taken in severe frost - it was later to change 
hands ten more times (and, according to an allegedly well-
founded mutiny, was already the target of Karl's
-dcs Grofien" during his Wilzenzug of 7 s). q 8 the oldest 
episcopal church is established in the outer bailey. And the middle 
Havel area around the Brandenburg then formed the bishopric

Otto 1. under the control of Margrave Gero (- 4§Off.). 
Immediately after the conquest of Brandenburg, the king 

conquered the Daleminzians, who lived southwards in the area 
around Meissen and Dresden and had already been conquered by 

Charles -the
The main castle of Gana (named after Jahna, a left tributary of the 
Elbe near Riesa) was only conquered after a twenty-day siege, 
after which it was razed to the ground. All the men, perhaps also 
women and children, were slain - according to Widukind, all 
adults (puberes) were put down, boys and girls were dragged into 
slavery. To secure his rule, the German king built MeiBen Castle 
(Misni) on a hill o m above the Elbe, a fortress of considerable 
strategic importance. And of ecclesiastical importance, as the later 
bishopric was linked to it. The political role of the Daleminzier 
was thus over.

In the same year, on September 4 pzp, a Saxon army 
slaughtered the rebellious Slavs near Lenzen on the right bank of 
the Lower Rhine, mainly due to the superiority of its pan- riders.
Elbe, a stronghold in the Priegnitz. Sources report, very 
exaggeratedly, iao ooo, even aoo ooo fallen Wends¡ mostly 
fugitives and prisoners who were killed, stabbed or imprisoned.
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A "deceased woman" who, having picked herself up again, 
converses quite normally with a priest, which of course 
guarantees "reliable news". Something very similar," the 
bishop continues, "was seen and heard by guards in 
Magdeburg in my time. They saw and heard two dead mice 
singing in a church. And the "most respected citizens" who were 
brought here also experienced this truly marvelous pleasure, for 
which there was once again
-believing witnesses- exist. Just as in Deventer, dead people 
sacrificed and sang in a church and unceremoniously threw out 
a priest who was looking at them, even burning him to dust 
and ashes in front of the altar the next night, which even 
Thietmar's sick base Brigida (probably the daughter of his uncle, 
Margrave Liuthar of the Saxon Nordmark) testifies to, who 
moreover assures us: -If my weakness did not hinder me, dear 
son, I could still tell you much of all this."

And Bishop Thietmar us!
He - who himself once "clearly overheard a conversation with 

the dead", as a "companion" of h i s  could now confirm - is only 
interested in preaching "to all believers", and "clearly", as he 

emphasizes again, "the certainty of resurrection and future 
retribution according to their merits"; to make everyone believe 

that in war one can proudly be the "ornament and consolation of 
the fatherland", that one can "fall with peace of mind" b e c a u s e  

one will rise again, rise again, like his two great-grandfathers at 
Lenzen ... And even to the "unbeliever" he makes this completely 
indisputable through the words of the prophets: -Lord, your dead 

will live!" Or: "And the dead in the tombs will rise, hear the voice 
of the Son of God and rejoice ..." Yes, what moron would still 

doubt that! Since everything is so simple, believable and above all 
so true, especially for a Christian bishop, Thietmar literally feeds 
us with miracles, dream visions, revelations, apparitions, visions, 

signs and wonders, healing miracles, punitive wounds, miraculous 
solar eclipses, etc. in his historical work. Is this the work of a
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A man, as research assures us, who "emerged from one of the best 
schools", "who stood at the height of education of his time", who 
"had far-reaching knowledge (meet me) - Ergo, the Magdeburg 
dean Hepo xwar, who had been struck by the blow, can "barely 
whisper", but can still "sing the psalms beautifully with the 
brothers". Somewhere, wine that has run out is renewed all by 
itself, so that not only the nuns of a monastery drink it "for a long 
time", but also many other residents and guests to the praise of the 
Lord. And somewhere a holy corpse does not stink, but simply 
smells as strong as it is sweet - according to the testimony of 
highly credible men even more than three miles away.

Of course, historians and theologians alike teach us that we 
must not judge all of this and other shocking things from today's 
perspective, but only from the perspective of a time that believed 
and thought differently. That sounds wise. But aside from the fact 
that millions still believe and think this way today - why did 
people think and believe this whole immortal nonsense so 
doggedly throughout the ages* Because thousands and thousands 
of fooled fools and deceivers have drummed it into them, because 
they have ruined the classical ideals of Greek antiquity for 
centuries, -made the wisdom of this world into foolishness" (i. 
Cor. i,zo), because they have plunged the West and the East into 
this whole darkly fatal swamp of ignorance and superstition, of 
the fraud of relics, miracles and pilgrimages, and have virtually 
buried the nations spiritually in it (vgi. especially III. and q. 
chapter!); because they banished universal education from the 
schools, subordinated and sacrificed all education to 
Christianization, because they made their theological delusion of 
spirits the teaching par excellence, so that even Thomas Aquinas 
could call the striving for knowledge "sin" if it did not aim at "the 
knowledge of God" (cf. also I aö ff.).

In this way, any madness, even the most monstrous, could be 
effortlessly spread and internalized, the more fantastic, the better! 
Not just the big bunch: illiterati et idiotae. "A mad people," sneers 
Voltaire, "who run after a few swindlers,
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gnnz Western Europe - "... et vastaverunt omnia", a typical 
phrase of the yearbooks.

As the king waited for further developments in the protection 
of his palace of Werla, a Hungarian leader fell into his hands by 
chance. Henry took the opportunity to conclude a nine-year truce 
(with the assurance of annual tribute payments) and used the 
period to create a defensive belt, build new castles and renovate 
old ones, especially on the Slavic border, whereby the people 
living there had to help build day and night and also provide 
provisions in the event of an emergency. The castles had 
evidently defended themselves since Carolingian times, and in 
Ottonian times the entire political life rested on them, "with 
certain restrictions also the church" (Schlesinger). Henry built 
castles for the salvation of the land and churches for the Lord for 
the salvation of his soul", notes Bishop Thietmar, beautifully 
reducing real Christianity to its (in both senses of the word) 
practical core values: church and war.

Furthermore, a wealth of monasteries and abbeys were 
massively fortified, such as Hersfeld, Corvey, St. Gall, and of 
course many a palatinate, Werla or Merseburg, and not least 
the Saxon cavalry was modernized, armoured and east of the Elbe 
and Saale rivers in constant Slavic massacres for the Hungarian 
War
-trained; scholars also speak of a "rehearsal" ( Beumann). After 
six years, the king felt strong enough to break the truce thanks to 
the "years of educational work, the fortification of his people" 
(Lüdtke), with the church eagerly assisting him. After all, it had 
also had to help pay the Hungarian tribute; perhaps the reason 
why it immediately decided to introduce a poll tax in its own 
favor when it revoked it q3z in Erfurt at the first imperial synod 
attested at the time of Henry I.

In connection with this imperial synod in June, presided over 
by Archbishop Hildebert of Mainz and attended by the king and 
numerous German bishops, the concurrent assembly of the people 
and the army also decreed the Hungarian War.
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He attacked it with three armies at a time (1 493 ff.), and since 
then it has also been Christianized, mainly by missionaries from 
Regensburg. Thus one could doft *45 *nah ty %hmische Grofie
(duces) with their followers (cum hominibus).*

After the collapse of Great Moravia, Bohemia was the most 
important power among the West Slavic peoples. The Czechs, 
based around Png, one of the oldest "capitals" in Europe, had 

probably already united the whole country by the end of the q. 
century. century. At that time, Duke Bolivoj I (died around 8qq) 

and, at an unknown location, his wife Ludmila, daughter of a Sorb 
prince, were "converted", the duke, according to tradition, at t h e  

court of Svatopluk of Moravia by Archbishop Methodius, 
although the date of the baptism is not known. In any case, they 

marked the beginning of a new, Christian line of princes, the 
Czech dynasty of PiemyG1 (Primizl), which ruled Bohemia until 
1306. The sons of this princely couple, Spytihnév (889-qzy) and 

Vratislav I (qxy-9zi) - Breslaii bears his name - are also 
Christians. Likewise the latter's sons, the Piemyslid dukes 

Wenceslas (Vaclav) I. l -*M3s) and his
Brother Boleslav I (q-7 Or 9731' rtäCh several sources the 

younger, according to one source the elder. Both came after the
The two sons were placed under the guardianship of their mother 
Drahomir, daughter of a Hevell lord, who was also a Christian 
and had the power to govern. And both sons were even raised by a 
saint, their grandmother, St. Ludmila (86c-9zz).

Later Christian legends, however, turned Drahomir and 
Boleslav into pagans because the former murdered her mother-in-
law, St. Ludmila, and the latter murdered his brother, St. 
Wenceslas, or had him murdered. And in the second half of the iq. 
Wetzer/Weite's standard ecclesiastical work describes Draho- mir 
as a "pagan" who - together with her pagan followers after 
Henensliist - had been in power since Ludmila's murder.

In the zo. century, however, the Catholic "Lexikon für 
Theologie und Kirche" also describes Drahomir as "not pagan", 
but rather



DsR HL. W£HZSL, ST. LuDxIELA AND . . .

-baptized". And Boleslav is also - indeed Christa, namely
-certainly from a young age- (Naegle). According to the -
Handbook of Church History- Boleslav I and his son Boleslav II 
(d. 999) "held firmly to Christianity a n d  even contributed to its 
consolidation".

According to an Old Slavic tradition, the murderer 
demonstrates his confession on the day of the fratricide by 
ordering the priest Paul to pray over Wenceslas's corpse. And also 
Drahomir, who on ry. September qui by her henchmen Tunna and 
Goiamon to kill St. Ludmila and richly reward the perpetrators, 
builds a St. Michael's Church over Ludmila's grave (while the 
murderous duo finally follow her orders and Gommon is killed, 
Tunna escapes). But centuries later, didn't a bishop in Würzburg 
burn witches, quite a few of them, and offer masses for their 
souls? No madness is excluded in this religion, which can pass off 
madness as reason as well as reason as madness, as the work of 
the devil."

Boleslav also had the remains of his victim brought from Stara 
Boleslav (Old Bunzlati), his residence, to the Church of St. Vitus 
in Prague. The transfer took place with his consent, perhaps even 
on his orders. He also had this church consecrated by Bishop 
Michael of Regensburg with the special participation of the 
people, nobility and clergy. The murderer of Wenceslas also 
ensured that his second son Strachkvas, later called Christian, 
grew up as a Benedictine monk in the monastery of St. Emmeram 
in Regensburg, with which he had close ties. Bo- leslav's daughter 
Milada became the first abbess of the Prague monastery of St. 
George, his daughter Dubrawka (Dobrawa) in 965 the wife of the 
Polish Duke Mieszko 1 of the House of Piast¡ according to Polish 
sources, on condition that he converted to Christianity, which 
happened the following year and made Poland Christian (p. 
q63).^

Of course, pagan remnant groups played a role in the battle for 
power in Bohemia, but so did inner-German, more precisely 
Saxon-Bavarian conflicts. Did Henry I.
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and assigned to him 'that plan of honor which he deserves 
according to our current understanding of the necessities of life of 
the German people and according to the racial knowledge of our 
day'.""
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rulers of the Middle Ages. In six hundred years, between q36 and 
ry3i, hiefi 34 kings and i i queens received the crown,7

PROTECTION OF THE CHURCH, CR EATING THE 
HEATHEN

Otto I, who had himself ecclesiastically anointed and 
consecrated as soon as he ascended the throne, was a devout, 
thoroughly Catholic prince, so imbued with the sacred 
character of his lordship and rulership, so imbued with its 
attribution to the clergy, "that the exercise of royal power 
became for him a priestly service" (Weitlaufi). From the very 
beginning, his kingship, which was, so to speak, made his own by 
the act of anointing, manifested "a changed attitude towards the 
Church" and became "a model, as it were, for the Christian 
monarchies of the Middle Ages" ( Struve). Otto's subjects, if we 
can believe Widukind, see in him the norm of godly behavior. 
The king, who incidentally speaks Saxon, has a reddish face and 
a long beard, is constantly under God's protection, is the pillar 
and hope of Christianity, the great prince of God, whose rule 
resembles that of the Lord over the universe.

Like Charlemagne, Otto "the Great" also saw his main task as 
protecting the Church and, despite many an incident, the papacy. 
In a well-preserved document, he almost literally renewed the 
usual promises of the Carolingians to the popes, reaffirmed the 
old donations and guaranteed the canonical occupation of the 
Roman see.

In addition to and with the -defensio ecclesiae", however, this 
prince, who never wears the crown without having fasted 
beforehand, sees his other main task "in the conversion of the 
heathens to God" (Brackmann). After all, it is precisely in his case 
that "a rather long connection between Eastern war and Eastern 
mission" (Bün- ding-Naujoks) can be seen. And even if the 
church was not a completely unified block of interests, it naturally 
leaves no room for Otto and
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The prayer for the army in the litanies and Landes has been the 
rule since the 8th century.

In war, the imperial flag with the image of the angel Michael 
flies in front of the royal butchers. And of course the "holy lance" 
goes with them. In military distress, Otto throws himself fervently 
to the ground in prayer before this "holy lance", as in March Q3g 
6 south of Xanten. After the battle on October qjj opposite 
Andernach, he kneels weeping in thanksgiving. At important 
church meetings, the Gene-
ral Synod in lngelheim 4 , the later National Council in 
Augsburg, programmatically calls for Christianity and its 
spread and solemnly promises to
to fight for the church. He destroys pagan sanctuaries and 
establishes Christian missionary bases, he provides 
missionaries and
creates firmly organized dioceses. q 7. At the great imperial and 
church assembly in Ravenna, the Pope and Synod report on his 
"missionary activity" among the Slavs.

Otto I thus tightened the traditional alliance between the 
Carolingians and the Church. He and his successors continued 
to develop the tendencies that had run over. He, Otto II and 
Otto III, the Saxon emperors, ruled the Western Church like no 
one before or since. Oiro 1.liefi passed regulations against 
clergymen who hunted game or women, and against laymen 
who robbed priests of their tithes. He chaired synodal 
assemblies. He moved q¢I to Würzburg and Speyer, q§z to 
Regensburg to take part in bishop elections. And, of course, the 
Ottonians decided on the bishoprics - with the Holy Spirit 
strikingly remembering the royal relatives: Otto made his 
(illegitimate) son William qJq archbishop in Mainz, his brother 
Brun qd j eiim archbishop in Cologne, his cousin Henry q$6 
archbishop in Trier. The bishops Poppo I and Poppo II of 
Würzburg, Dietrich I of Meta, Berengar of Verdun, Be- rengar 
of Cambrai and Liudolf of Osnabrück are further royal 
relatives. Otto's daughter Mathilde becomes the first abbess of 
Quedlinburg at the age of eleven.
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He was forced to surrender to the king's brother Thankmar, but 
before he did so, he forged a highly threatening plot with his 
brother Henry to bring him to power.

The royal troops were able to win a battle against Giselbert's 
and Henry's superior contingents in MÄ P3s near Birten on the 
Lower Rhine (south of Xanten). However, this was only possible 
with luck and apparently due to an ab-
This was, of course, attributed to the prayer of the king, who 
had remained behind on the right bank of the Rhine with his 
holy lance. "O God, the author and ruler of all things, look 
upon your people ..." After all, with God's help, all were either 
killed or captured or at least driven to flight (Widukind). But 
the outrage spread even further. The rebels found support from 
the West Frankish Carolingian Louis lV, while Otto j o i n e d  
f o r c e s  with his domestic political opponents, the
Duke Hugh of Francia, who had married Otto's sister Hadwig, 
as well as with the Count Herb II of Vermandois (who had 
married his five-year-old son Hugo
h a d  himself elevated to Archbishop of Reims for at least two 
decades).

Otto, who wanted to prevent the apostasy of Lotharingia, had it 
ravaged in the summer of s3s on a campaign to the west. And 
when his opponents -  including some criminal and
God arrested men of the churches (Continuator Reginonis), 
such as Archbishop Frederick of Mainz, whom Otto had 
engaged as a mediator - tried to cut off his return route to 
Saxony and many of his followers had already fled, he was saved 
from disaster by a Swabian army under the Conradine counts 
Udo and Konrad Kurzbold, both close relatives not only of the 
Swabian duke but also of Duke Eberhard. They suddenly 
overran the rebels at Andernaeh on October z, q3q and 
defeated them, Eberhard of Franconia was killed in battle, 
Giselbert von Lotharingjen fled into the waters of the Rhine - 
and was never found again (Widu- kind).3
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of the Hanptes of the Frankish Conradines, after whose death q¢9 
Liiidolf became duke in Swabia lq o=9y¢) - "a youth of unique 

fame and reputation", but who "was not quick enough to come to 
power" (Vita Brunonis).tS The single-minded monarch was thus 

unable to bind the members of the royal clan, who were dependent 
on his autocracy, more closely to the crown through henogiies or 

advantageous marriages. Rather, the patrons hungered for more 
power, and so it came to a new outrage, that of Liudolf qy3, 

w h i c h  was repeated from generation to generation in these 
Christian ruling houses. He believed himself to be endangered by 

his uncle, the Bavarian Duke Henry, as well as by one of Otto's 
offspring from his second marriage to Adelheid at the end of qyz,

but his son Heinrich had already qy¢ died again.
The uprising, which w a s  very dangerous for the king, was led 
b y  Liudolf, Otto's eldest son from his marriage to Edgith, the 
Duke of Swabia (with close contacts to the monasteries of St. 

Gall, Reichenau, Pfäfers and Einsiedeln), and by Conrad the Red, 
Otto's son-in-law, who had been lord of Lotharingia since qq, 

"until recently the bravest duke, but now the most insolent 
robber". Both princely rebels fought "with all the means of 

violence and no less with the means of war, they rested neither 
day nor night, made their opponents mistrust each other, left 

nothing untouched and spared nothing. Their main goal w a s  to 
gain control of the most important and richest cities in the empire 

in any way they could. From here, they believed, they would 
easily be able to rule all parts of the empire." Otto called the 

insurgents, who are said to have been in league with the arsonist 
Hungarians, -'Laridesfeinde', - Vater- landsverr ter-, -

Fahnenflüchtige-, who in their blasphemous insolence would have 
preferred to have murdered me themselves, I believe by their own 

hand, or otherwise died the bitterest death.
would" (Vita Brunonis).

Almost all of the Luitpoldingers switched t o  the putschist 
camp, as did the majority of the Bavarian nobility in general.
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Count Palatine Arnulf, the son of Duke Arnulf "the Evil", already 
among the rebels during the uprising q37 s3, was nevertheless 
elected Palatine by Otto and only qJ3 by Otto's brother, the 
Bavarian Duke Henry (when the latter came with his army to 
support him).
of the king to Mainz), was appointed his deputy. Archbishop 
Herold of Salzburg and again Archbishop Frederick of Mainz 
were also on the side of the rebels, whose revolt soon affected the 
whole of southern Germany and even spread to Saxony. At the 
Diet of Langenzenn in June q5¢, the Archbishop of Mainz then 
declared that he had never done anything against the loyalty 
owed to the king, but in fact had done so to many, according to 
the Rcgent himself,
-has awakened the desire for the madness of civil war'- (Vita Bru- 

nonis). He left Mainz to the Aiifständische as a base, which Otto 
attacked twice in vain, in July and August qy3. As at Easter qqI,  
the ruler escaped a planned assassination attempt by his Catholic 
relatives. The civil war that followed, however, with its back and 
forth of raids, the destruction and storming of various castles and 
towns, and battles above all around Mainz and Regensburg, was 

initially unfavorable for Otto, but brought heavy losses of 
p r o p e r t y  and human life, especially to the people,

-The king "raged and burned" in the country (Thietmar). The 
Bavarian capital Regensburg, which cr besieged unsuccessfully 
for months at the end of qy3, was also partially engulfed in 
flames.

However, the rebels held almost all of Bavaria's strongholds 
and Otto stood before closed gates. In addition, in the spring of 
9J4, the Hungarians, "that old plague of the fatherland" (Vita 
Brunonis), invaded
a surprise invasion as far as the Rhine, as far as Lotharingjen. It 
seemed to them that riots, feuds and civil wars were the most 
suitable times for a productive raid. The worse the Christians did, 
the better. So the foreign cavalry now also took advantage of the 
internal Catholic turmoil to launch their most devastating attack 
on Germany, especially in the south. Of course, as was so often 
the case, this time too princes of the empire used the enemy as a 



welcome ally.
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Thietmar at least claims that Liudolf took Avar archers as allies 
against his father and king in Sold-. Conrad the Red was also 
accused of cooperating with the Hungarians.

But this is precisely why the mood turned in Otto's favor. And 
even if some exponents of the German church, such as the 
archbishops Frederick and Herold, stood by the rebels, at a 
decisive moment the ruler was perhaps only saved from the fiasco 
by the fact that none other than a veritable saint, Ulrich of 
Augsburg - made bishop on the Feast of the Innocents - switched 
from carriage to horse and galloped with his warriors to the aid of 
the beleaguered king. And Ulrich's army (and that of the Bishop 
of Chur) also played a decisive role in the final stages of the 
battle."

By generously endowing the episcopate with goods and 
sovereign rights, Otto I had created an effective support for 
himself, a counterweight to the power of the princes, which was 
expressed above all in the servitium regis, the "imperial service" of 
bishoprics and abbeys. They naturally passed this burden on to 
their subjects, while it is uncertain whether the high nobility was 
obliged to perform this service. However, Otto increasingly took 
the personnel for the aReichsdienst, which was often military 
service, from his court chapel, to which he paid particular 
attention (p. Hy).7

A dispute has recently arisen over the Ottonian-Salic imperial 
church system, namely whether this typological concept of order 
created by older research (L. Santifallcr) is historically justified. 
In other words, whether Otto I created a new type in the 
"imperial church system" or whether he merely continued certain 
older Carolingian traditions and developed certain elements of 
continuity more emphatically and consistently, as the 
monasteries also played a decisive role in the Carolingian 
imperial church and the bishoprics in the Ottonian church. The, so 
to speak, spiritual office of the bishop (which, of course, was 
based on completely groundless ideas of faith that had also been 
completely taken over from other religions) was a very important 
part of the Carolingian church.
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began a reign of terror, attacked his diocesans when the 
opportunity arose and had many killed without being able to hold 
on to Cambrai permanently. (And his successor, Bishop Ansbert 
[q6d-s7*1, only held his ground there with help from abroad).

In all of this, however, which he was driven to do purely by the 
need of the people, the holy archbishop was of course always the -
Gotresmann Brun- (Vita Brunonis), he had, secretly monkishly 
and eschatologically minded, directed his mind entirely to the 
other side. But in the fight for the royal brother, "the light of the 
world", the "anointed of the Lord", all opponents, regardless of 
their faith, are
- This has been the case on the Christian side throughout the 
millennia! - They a r e  "driven by the spirit of hatred", "unleashed 
by Satan", they spread "the poison of their wickedness throughout 
the whole body of the empire: perjurers, robbers, the "plague of 
the human race", "rabid wolves who devastate the Church of 
God" etc. St. Brun, on the other hand, combines "love - 
everything, highest nobility, high offices, dignities, wisdom - and 
deepest courage, gentleness, daily progress in virtue. He brings, as 
Otto himself is said to have expressed it, "a royal priesthood to 
our kingship. Thus the saint is at once amiable and fearsome, he 
is, it is in the family, just like his brother: -apart from the terror of 
the royal power of punishment, he is always amiable". Yes, -
among the gentle and humble, no one was gentler and more 
humble, against the wicked and ill-natured, no one was stricter". 
For Archbishop Brun, "Christ's pleasant fragrance", did not only, 
to paraphrase his biographer, "practice politics and deal with the 
dangerous craft of war". No, he was also the refuge of the 
oppressed and poor "day after day". But even during the war he 
did good, salutary things - -even through his campaigns he 
brought to the cathedral and the other churches the treasures of 
salvation, the religions of the saints, like hardly any of his 
predecessors - (Oediger); -lovely pearls and sweet pledges", -
'almost from all countries and ends of the world- (Vita 
Brunonis)."
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"LOVELy PnRlS" AND THREeSsicJ xRIGER
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The best, most beautiful and most important of all Brun's treasures, 
however, were the staff and chains of St. Peter. Of course, these 
relics (like many others), which the bishop acquired with great 
"love" and "enthusiasm", the staff of St. Peter from Metz and the 
chains presumably q5y by Pope Agapet II from Rome, were of 
course faked and lied about. The Pc- trus staff in particular - it was 
still being used in the zo. Century in Cologne
"Cathedral treasure shown! - a thirty-year power struggle broke out 
between the metropolitan of Cologne and the metropolitan of Trier. 
After all, the dignity of an episcopal see and its position of 
precedence over another diocese - so important in the religion of 
humility - d e p e n d e d  essentially on the extent to which its 
foundation could be traced back to Peter or a disciple of Peter, of 
which there can of course be no question (cf. II y6 ff.).

Meta and Trier thus laid claim to the -Petrine discipleship  
(not fixed in writing until the 4th century). And against the 
overwhelming control gained by Brun of Cologne, they offered 
the alleged apostolic succession of the See of Trier and supported 
it with the Peter's staff tale, in which everything is invented; not 
least the death revival of Cologne's chief shepherd Mater-nus - he 
himself is historically attested in the 4th century, but he was not 
the only one to have been killed.
already sent out on a mission by the apostle Peter! At his
After his sudden death, Peter's staff was brought from Rome, and 
with its miraculous help Maternus, who had already been buried 
in Alsace for forty days, came back to life and became Bishop of 
Trier.

Incidentally, the bishop - who would have thought it - 
apparently enjoyed living for another nine years at the time of 
Charlemagne. And if, as Christian chroniclers also know, St. 
Maternus (good against infections and fevers; FeSt 14 September) 
was even a relative of Jesus, namely the famous young man of 
Nain, then Maternus would have died three times and risen again 



and again - even if his raising of the dead in the Bible only took 
place after the death of the bishop.
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Luke reports, but all the other evangelists, who mention so many 
minor miracles of Jesus, remain silent about them. By the way: 
IOJq also justified the Metropolis of Rheims' right to primacy and 
royal coronation by invoking the staff of St. Peter, which Pope 
Hormisdas had once bestowed on Bishop Remigius of Rheims!

Brun of Cologne therefore took possession of the oaiinous staff 
in Metz Cathedral, presumably qJ3, in order to invalidate the Trier 
pri- mary aspirations. However, in the sixties of the io. However, 
in the sixties of the eighteenth century, the clergy of Trier 
Cathedral forged the so-called Silvester Diploma, according to 
which Pope Silvester I (i*4'iiil confirmed to the Church of Trier 
those primacy rights over the Gallic and Germanic dioceses that 
Peter himself had once conferred on it! And on the basis of this 
fraud, Pope John XIII then recognized on az. January qöq, Pope 
John XIII granted Archbishop Theode- rich (q6y-9 ) of Trier the 
coveted primacy over Gaul and Germania.

Unfortunately, the all-important "Petrusstab- was now in 
Cologne. However, the Archbishop of Trier Egbert (qy q3), a 
highly educated man who had been trained in the royal court 
chapel and who qy6 became chancellor to Otto II, succeeded in 
being appointed by the Archbishop of Cologne Warin (975s J) - 
who was perhaps under the burden of the -historical
Trier's "evidence" collapsed - the consent to a partial
of the staff. According to the Christian view, every partial relic 
was as good as a whole one, since the salvific effect of the 
whole one was also contained in the divided one. Archbishop 
Egbert, who was just as concerned with the material security of 
his parish as with Trier's claim to primacy over Gaul and 
Germania, had an extremely precious pommel made especially 
for his fragment, which ultimately considerably surpassed the 
Cologne "original" and made the Trier St. Peter's staff one of the 
masterpieces of "Ottonian goldsmithing" (Achter).

Not enough A detailed inscription on the precious object 
recounts the history of the staff, according to which it was once 
sent by St. Peter himself (Peter) for the resurrection of Maternus, 
and also mildly criticizes the appropriation of the staff.
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old Trier church property by Archbishop Brun of Cologne, who 
had "demanded" the staff. -The written sources m a k e  the 
struggle that Trier has been waging for primacy and staff since the 
middle of the century very clear. The more Trier threatened to be 
pushed out of the ranks of the German archbishoprics, the more 
intense the efforts to outdo the rivals by demonstrating its own 
age and apostolic mission" (Achter).

After the subjugation of the Liudolfing rebels, Otto I achieved a 
further and greater gain in power, the victory over the Hungarians 
on the Lechfeld. (A defeat would probably have plunged him into 
renewed internal political conflict).

THE ÜECHFELD BATTLE § y -
ONE - GREAT HABIT OF GODLY LOVE"

At Augsburg - its bishops are VOfR4  up to the 8th century (from 
Zosimus/Dionysius to Marcianus) "legendary, i.e. feigned 
(source-backed) is only Bishop Wicterp,
died before 7z ), near Augsburg the Swabian-Franconian army 
had already been defeated by the Hungarians qIo under Louis the 
Child
(p.35s) 9•3  and qz6, the invaders had once again devastated the 
area around the city. And like qy¢, they had also q5y invaded 
Bavaria to take advantage of the civil war in German-
land to profit from the Liudolfin uprising. They burned between 
the Danube and the Iller, robbed fortified towns and began to besiege 
the episcopal city of Augsburg.

Now, however, the king was no longer hindered by rebels in 
his own camp. Instead, he quickly mobilized a contingent from 
almost all the German tribes, including Franconia, Bavaria, Swabia 
and even Bohemia. Only the army of Lotharingia was missing, 
along with most of the Saxon army, which was ready to fight the 
Slavs. On the Christian side, however, a real
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Saint, the bishop Ulrich of Augsburg - of course, the murderer, 
the fratricide of a saint, the Czech Bo- leslav (p. 4°j ff.), was also 
fighting there, forced by Otto iso to pay fealty through a 
campaign.

When the German king approached and saw the huge army of 
the Hungarians, it seemed to him that it could not be conquered 
by men unless God had mercy and killed them" (Vita OudaIrici).2 '

And God and Otto cooperated¡ whereby Otto was not stingy 
with promises and threats, but left his warriors especially -reward 
and grace for their support, -eternal reward if they should fall, but 
the joys of this world if they were victorious" (Thietmar). So, at 
least for the individual, nothing could go wrong.

While the Hungarians allegedly threatened to fight their own 
with the whip (Vita Oudalrici), the Catholic king used the full 
range of spiritual instruments, doing everything that is usually 
done in cases of Christian mass murder to bribe heaven and 
metaphysically prepare the potential battle victims. The day 
before, he had already ordered a fast in the camp, and now he 
tearfully vowed to build a bishopric in Merseburg Castle for a 
victory on that day and to have his recently begun palace 
extended into a church. "He rose from the ground, celebrated 
mass and received communion from his brave confessor Mrich; 
then he immediately seized his shield and holy lance and was 
the first to break into the ranks of the resisting enemy in front 
of his warriors ..." (Thietmar)

Even if the chronicler is mistaken, since the "confessor Ulrich", 
who was included in Augsburg, could not have administered 
communion to the royal commander, one can still see here how
-The Holy Mass, the Holy Communion, the Holy Lance in the, as 
the bishop writes immediately afterwards,
-blood work" can be implemented. Very good. (And exactly the 
s a m e  in the great Christian orgies of extermination of the zo. 
Century - aside from the fact that the "holy lance" in the Mu-
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seum and no king or other supreme warlord - unfortunately! - is 
still there, of which 'one could not lose enough')."

The monk Widukind records a short, quite remarkable speech 
by Otto I immediately before the general retreat: "That we must 
be of good courage in this distress, you see for yourselves, my 
men, who must see the enemy not in the distance (!) but before 
us. Up to this point I have fought gloriously with your valiant 
arms and ever-successful weapons, and have been victorious 
outside (!) my soil and realm; should I now show my back in my 
own country and realm? ... We, the masters of almost all of 
Europe, should be ashamed of ourselves if we now submit to our 
enemies."

Up to this point, the German majesty confesses, her men have 
always fought the enemy (Otto forgives the many civil wars!) -in 
the distance, -outside my soil and empire, . ." This clearly states 
what is certain anyway, the Franks, the Germans did much the 
same as the God-damned Hungarians; they attacked foreign 
countries, peoples, burned, murdered, dragged away hostages, 
successful people, even annexed entire regions. And in this
very un-Hungarian, bloody and brutal way, the Franks, the 
Germans, as Majesty boasted, became the masters of almost all 
of Europass. The difference between the two halves is merely 
of a paper, historiographical nature, consists merely in a colossal 
hypocrisy, or, to put it more beautifully, repression or, if you 
like, "patriotic" obsession (still "conditioned by contemporary 
history"!), consists merely in the fact that Christian 
historiography always demonizes its (pagan) antagonists - taking 
the Hungarians here only pars pro toto -  and turns them into 
scum par excellence, while it portrays its own devils, who died in 
no other way (in a double meaning of the word), as shining 
victors, noble knights, heroes, and praises the whole thing, 
euphemistically, neiti, simply disgustingly glorifying, as 
missionary work, Christianization, the spread of culture!
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Praise and worthy hymns of praise in all churches (Widukind). 
They had marched under the imperial banner, the emblem of St. 
Michael, supported also by the troops of St. Ulrich
-U)rich's relics were in great demand for a long time" (Zoepfl). 
Not to forget the stimulating effect of the holy lance that Otto 
carried in battle. It is said that this is how the Germans defeated 
Izo em Hungary, which of course could also be seen in the great 
battle.
triumph of his father s33 -n the tJnstrut, also 4i at Wels on the 
Traun, qq8 at Floß on the Entenbühl and quo in Italy on the 
Tessin, though even then he had still
always on the defensive.

The Lechfeld massacre, however, is often seen as a special 
achievement.

"strategic art" (Erben), especially since, as the monk Widukind, 
perhaps a descendant of the Saxon duke of the same name, writes 
seemingly innocently, it was "not exactly bloodless". That same 
day and the next, the king pursued the surviving Hungarians in a 
frenzy of blood and victory and, according to the Augsburg 
cathedral provost Gerhard, "destroyed what he could". The 
fugitives were chased into the Lech, they were burnt together with 
the farms where they were hiding, sometimes even entire villages 
in the area. In short, they were drowned, set on fire, stabbed and 
killed. -There was no path and no pathless wilderness to be found 
for them where the Lord's vengeance would not have been 
evidently upon them at every turn (Vita Oudalrici).

And Otto, the victor, the hero whom the troops proclaimed 
"impera- tor" (a controversial note by Widukind), simply thought 
of everything. Not only did he -carefully ascertain who had 
remained from his army", not only did he console St. Mrich for 
the death in battle of his brother Dietbald -and for other relatives 
who had also died there, not only did he -carefully prepare the 
body of his son-in-law Duke Konrad for burial in Worms", but he 
also sent messengers immediately "after the blood work" in order 
to
-to stir the hearts of the faithful to the joyful praise of Christ. 
Such a great gift of divine love was received by the whole, and
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The Christian community entrusted to the king in particular rose 
up with unbelievable rejoicing and unanimously praised and 
thanked God on high."

Last but not least, Otto gave orders by express messengers to 
occupy all fords and fords of the rivers in Bavaria and thus to 
liquidate as many of the fleeing enemies as possible, whose last 
remnants ("Only seven Magyars came to Hungary", Wet- 
zer/Welte knows) reached their homeland via Bohemia. Or as in 
the iq. century, the Augsburg tobacco manufacturer and Sunday 
poet Philipp Schmid has St. Uirich say in a Lechfeld battle play: -
"To cleanse the homeland of a humble Christian people from the 
raw hordes of the heathen."

Apropos: the Hungarians, especially their masters, were no 
longer quite -wi1de heathens- after all. Their last chief leader, 
Bulc- su, Otto's opponent on the Lech, had been a baptized 
Christian for years (in Constan- tinop#l). No matter how much 
Karl Martell's victory over
the Arabs at Poitiers 7i- "had the cult of St. Hilarius invoked 
anew" (Ewig IV i 4). so a beautiful fruit and consequence of the 
Hungarian victory is now the blossoming of the veneration of the 
saint of the day.
the St. Laurentius" (Büttner) - a certain amount of research always 
brings the story to the decisive point. (And let us not forget that 
the wars b r o u g h t  "the treasures of salvation, the relics of the 
saints" into the churches:
p. 43z.)

Incidentally, captured Hungarian leaders in Regensburg were 
"tortured" (Vita Oudalrici) along with many of their compatriots 
and hanged. Prisoners were strangled and thrown into mass graves 
after they had been relieved of gold and silver, which resulted in 
golden chalices, crosses and lots of church silver. In total, ioo ocio 
people are said to have been murdered at the time, thus enabling 
the Hungarians to join the "culture of Western Europe" 
(Holtzmann).

Otto I, received with great enthusiasm in his Saxon homeland 
(Thietmar), has been called "the Great" ever since. And although, 
as the story goes, he acquired everything he owned in terms of 
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As the holy bishop and commander of the troops, who also 
surrounded the cathedral city with a wall, Ulrich kept slaves, 
had them placed on
He protected his vassals on "visitation journeys" and led an entire 
"wagon train" to collect the levies. He also always traveled 
accompanied by "his most capable vassals" so that he could 
c o n d u c t  negotiations with the necessary security in the event 
of any problems (Vita Otidalrici). Time and again, the saint 
fought with his sword at RoB. For example, in the late fall of py3 
with King Otro against Regensburg. And when he could no longer 
stay in his own episcopal city after his return, he entrenched 
himself in Mantahinga Castle, repelling all attacks for an entire 
winter.
(Schwabmünchen). On February 6, 9J4, the Count Palatine 
Arnulf was defeated along with a group of those unfortunates 
who had previously plundered the city of Augsburg. They were 
beaten in such a way that -most of
they were dead". And when Bishop Ulrich then returned to 
Augsburg, his biographer Cathedral Provost Gerhard wrote: 
"None of those who had taken hostile spoils against the holy 
Mother of God Mary in Augsburg got away unpunished, unless 
they had immediately bought the venerable bishop's  forgiveness 
from their own resources.

In fact, a lot of "punitive miracles" followed.
One who was plundered in Augsburg lost his mind and 

breathed his last. Another fell dead at the sound of a horse's 
hoofbeat. The son of the Duke of Bavaria, Count Palatine Arnulf, 
-who had "dared to invade the goods of St. Mary in a hostile 
manner" (although the "venerable bishop" had threatened, under 
penalty of excommunication, that "one should not have the 
pleasure of touching the goods of St. Mary that were in his 
diocese in the slightest": Vita Oudalrici), fell in 95q'in battle 
outside Regensburg. A fourth, who took a piece of cheap 
tablecloth in Augsburg, was immediately possessed by the devil 
and could not get rid of him anywhere, neither in the church nor 
outside, nor by sprinkling him with holy water. The devil never 
left his side. Finally he made his way to Augsburg, brought back 



the unlawful goods and asked for
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He asked the bishop to addict him with rods in the name of Christ 
and grant him forgiveness of his guilt. And so he was freed from 
the devil and returned home healed - yes, they knew how to deal 
with sheep.

When it came to overcoming the damage and rebuilding the 
cathedral, Ulrich naturally supported the "plundered cathedral 
clergy", emphasizes cathedral provost Gerhard,
-supported them in every way. And it was not without reason 
that he also supported himself, ordering his own estates, which 
had been burnt down and lay desolate, to be brought back to life 
through diligent work in the fields and on the buildings. The 
valiant band of his serfs obediently went to work and, after a 
suitable period of time, provided whatever was needed - whatever 
was possible - that is already written in a holy book! Yes, they 
knew how to handle sheep, especially sheep in bondage.

In particular, however, Ulrich q$5 heroically led the defense of 
Augsburg until Otto's army approached and the holy bishop threw 
his own troops into battle. He preached and admonished: "Do not 
repay evil with evil, but with blessing; bear persecution patiently 
for the sake of justice". But it was also one of his principles to 
love all people,
"all men of good will, of whom the choir of angels sings: 'And 
on earth peace to men of good will', but to resist the wicked in 
all their evil deeds, according to the words of the holy prophet 
David: 'The wicked has come to nothing before his face ...'

According to Ulrich's biography, the bishop only had his army 
(milites) "fight manfully at the gate" and sat behind it "on his robe 
(super caballum), clad in the stole, without being protected by 
shield, armor or helmet". However, researchers suspect that Ulrich, 
who not only frequently spent time in the king's vicinity 
(demonstrably five to ten times), but was himself "active in his army 
for months on end" (Weitlauff), also took part in the slaughter on 
the Lechfeld. Not unlike his own brother Dietbald and his
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nephew Reginbald, both of whom fell in the slaughter. Not unlike 
Bishop Michael of Regensburg (d. qyz), whose ear was cut off in the 
turmoil of battle; visibly protected, as he himself testified, by St. 
Emmeram - s o  remarkable because Bishop Michael was also one 
of those Regensburg church princes who p l u n d e r e d  
Emmeram's treasures!"

Hagiography, however, would like to see the saint, who "played 
a leading role in the Battle of Hungary" (Bosl), less bloodied.

The biography of "the holiest of all men of that time" (the 
monk Ekkehard IV), written between q83 and qq$ by the younger 
Gerhard, who was chosen as his closest companion, "for the 
purpose of canonization" (Lexikon für Theologie und Kirche), 
and atich was therefore already provided with many miracle 
stories, visions, prophecies and certainly false news, was 
presented in Rome soon afterwards. And on 3i. January 99$ at a 
Lateran Synod Pope John XV.
- itself through nepotism - in its worst form - and its
-Ulrich, this episcopal slave-owner and warrior who paid homage 
to nepotism and who was also a pilgrim to Rome three times and 
generally "a jewel among the priests" (Thietmar), was formally and 
solemnly canonized as the first Catholic.

"PATRON AGAINST TTElsf AND USE"
"THE DANGER FROM THE EAST* AND THE

$ NuMMER DBR -HBI LIGEN GBBEINE"

From ntin onwards, his cult was powerfully promoted. Bishop 
Gebhard of Augsburg (qq6-Iooo) and Abbot Berno of Reichen- au 
(ioo8yIO§8) revised the first Ulrich vita, which was important in 
terms of content but poorly written, significantly omitting all 
historical information and filling it with biblical quotations, 
ranting, mi-
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again, among other things through new Mrich churches and 
the increasing popularity of the baptismal names Ulrich and 
Mrike, as clear "manifestations of authority-sponsored 
guidance of piety" (Hörger), since "the -danger from the East- 
... was the core idea of the Ulrich year IqJ y-.'.

When it was claimed in Milan at the beginning of the 7th 
century that the body of St. Ulrich was in Milan and his head in 
Rome, the Bishop of Augsburg, Joseph Landgrave of Hesse, had 
the body of St. Ulrich moved to Rome.
Darmstadt -7 z the exhumation of the saint. After some searching, 
he was found, and a number of physicians, the bishop's personal 
physicians and other pious surgeons and healers, registered -764 
under zq numbers the -holy bones of St. U1rich-: Thus the upper 
part of the head, which -can rightly be called intact, apart from a 
few outer parts that had been gnawed away by the ravages of 
time". "z. The
Lower jaw with four incisors and three molars. 3. a tooth with a 
phalanx was found in a silver box; the story tells us what was read 
about this phalanx.
is worth 4 A single grinding tooth and an incisor were found.  . 
The hyoid bone. 6 Part of the larynx.
* - *97* *R8Chtesichesich then a new medical grain mission over 
the "holy bones of St. Uirich" ...'

Of course, Otto's victory over the Hungarians, the enemies of 
Christianity, was regarded by his contemporaries as a victory of 
the kingdom of God, a triumph of Christ. It ended the Hungarian 
invasions of the German Empire forever and was therefore more 
momentous than the meeting at Riade q33 (p. 4 > f.). It was "in 
the memory of all" German
"Tribes an event that m a d e  their hearts beat faster"
(Schramm), was "the birth of today's Austria" (Father Grill). And 
above all, it paved the way for the German Ostpolitik until I §j"! 
(Fischer) You can see how a noble event that made hearts beat 
faster (ortschwärt up to Hitler's mass murder. And once the 
Hungarians had invaded Germany, it was now the other way 
round - "it became possible to carry the Christian mission into 



Hungary.
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Otto's name thus gained resonance b e y o n d  the borders of his 
realm" (Schramm).

Of course, they were not content with defensive measures. 
Around 7o, the young Bavarian Duke Henry 11 opened the 
offensive. And while he snatched the Carolingian marches on 
the eastern edge of the Alps from the Hungarians, Boleslav 11, 
who was moving with him, at the same time took Moravia and 
Slovakia as far as the Váh. Regensburg was no longer sufficient 
for the "care" of the mighty council. For this reason, the Imperial 
Diet of Qued- linburg decided in 97 to found the bishopric of 
Prague, probably also the
another for Moravia.^

After the spectacular successes against the Slavs on the 
Lechfeld and the Unstrut, Otto, the triumphant destroyer of the 
pagans, intensified their mission. In the southeast he erected
he controlled the Bavarian "Ostmark", from the year 97 the three-
hundred-year-old field of action and annexation of the younger 
Babenbergs - perhaps descendants of the older Babenbergs (p. 3J¢ 
ff.) - until they were replaced by the Habsburgs. In the
In the east, the king defeated the Bohemians in a long war. In the 
north-east, he continued the murderous attacks of his father (p. 
391ff.) by intensifying the Christianization of the Elbe Slavs and 
founded two marches between the Elbe and Oder rivers."

THE GERMAN ' EASTERN COLONIZATION° OR THE 
"GOOD MERCHANTS - THE CRAFT 

HERMA2'tN BILLING AND GERO

The bloody business of German "eastern colonization", which 
Otto I actually founded, was mainly carried out for him by two 
Saxons who commanded the new marches in the northeast: Her- 
mann Bildung (d. 973), who was personally close to Otto (the 
royal chancellery avoided giving him the title of duke, calling 
him "marchio" or "comes")¡ his family owned counties and 
churches from Lüneburg to Thuringia.
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The German soldiers, who had fallen asleep over a big 
drinking binge, were killed in the back at his table one night, 
allegedly in order to avoid their murderous intentions - 
"certainly only a protective claim" (H.K. Schulte). -Germany 
had no braver champion in those eastern regions than he ... 
And he was not brutalized in the war", praises theologian 
Albert Hauck, emphasizing on this occasion Gero's conviction 
that man is responsible to the heavenly Lord for his life, but, in 
the same breath, "towards the Wends he considered everything 
permissible". -

The monk Widukind reports the diabolical elimination of the 
thirty Slavs without any blame. Afterwards he praised his 
"laudable zeal for the service of God" as the best quality of the 
crime (quod optimum erat). q6o Gero even made a second 
pilgrimage to Rome and on his return founded another monastery, 
the nunnery named after him, Gernrode (Gero's clearing), south of 
Quedlinburg. As abbess he appointed
the widow of his only, ashmetallic son Siegfried, the niece of 
Hermann Billung, and bequeathed - "in blessed death"
(May 965 to the monastery, where he was buried, all his 
possessions. Bishop Thietmar writes that he "resigned himself to 
God with his entire inheritance" - "the last achievement of no less 
great murderers in history."

OTTO OPENS THE CHRISTIANIZATION OF 
THE RNDEN AND "CLEARS THE AIR HERE"

In the war against the Wends, Otto 1st, too, as not only his 
behavior towards the treacherous Wendish leader Tugumir shows 
(p. Type), did not tolerate bribery, betrayal or murder, and on 
several occasions he himself took a hand in beating the Slavs 
almost to extinction. -Native Slavic princes were expelled or 
eliminated, had to pay levies and
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children to enslavement; the subjects were forced into servitude- 
(Fried).

It is significant that the words Wende and heathen were used as 
synonyms at the time. For the Wends were still pagans. 
Obviously, Henry I was more concerned with the conquest and 
theft of these territories than with missionizing them. There were 
hardly any churches beyond the Elbe and Saale rivers. There were 
only pagan sanctuaries, sacred groves, images of gods and the 
worship of gods without images and, of course, the associated 
priests or elders who had previously offered sacrifices.

Under King Henry, the Church was apparently also hardly 
concerned with missionizing the East. Only when Otto abandoned 
his father's practice and, following the example of Charlemagne, 
had the priests follow the sword, could it be hoped that religion 
would be used to bind the "prey Slavs" more and more to 
themselves and their country. Obviously, it was Otto who first 
brought the clergy to the East, a n d  how else, a military clergy: -
"the first Christian priests came to the land to the right of the Elbe 
as field preachers, so to speak, and Saa1e¡ Btirgkapellen are the 
ancestors of our churches¡ the first Christian congregations 
that gathered here consisted of soldiers."

Otto was of course prepared for such pious sword service. He 
had apparently already taken p a r t  i n  his father's Slav raids qz8 
and Jaq and had proselytized in his own way: as an adolescent, he 
impregnated a noble Slav woman who gave him his illegitimate 
son Wilhelm, the later Archbishop of Mainz. (However, as we are 
assured, he was still filled with ascetic ideals. But also by others. 
Otto's "the Great" archbishop's brother once flatly confessed to the 
Pope: for bribery, anything!)

The king not only "asserted" the entire territory stolen by his 
father, but simply "incorporated" it, naturally with constant 
fighting, a total of yo ooo to 6o ooo square kilometers. For Otto 
"had to," as theologian Hauck puts it, "share his weapons with all 
the Wendish peoples.
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gjment had consolidated, Otto founded the bishopric of 
Brandenburg on i. October p 8 the diocese of Brandenburg and, 
probably at the same time, the bishopric of Havel-
berg (whose alleged foundation charter of 4 is a later forgery, a 
pre-dating) with the Burgward Nitzow.

First subordinated to the archbishopric of Mainz, then to the 
archbishopric of Magdeburg, the bishopric of Brandenburg, which 
comprised ten Slavic tribes, was much larger than most German 
dioceses. It stretched from the Elbe to the Oder and initially also 
included Lusatia in the south. The Bishop of Branden- burg 
received half of the castle and half of the villages belonging to it 
as well as the burgwardens of Pritzerbe and Zie- sar as early as 
q¢8. Burgwarde were smaller (since the middle of the io. They 
were smaller castles (called burgowarde, burgwardium or 
burgwardum from the middle of the Io. century), which were 
probably based on Carolingian models on the Saale. In the course 
of the Ottonian-Salian eastward expansion, they militarily secured 
the Magdeburg "settlement area" as far as the Havel and the 
Sorbian region as far as the Elbe - a strategic system serving to 
control the conquered land. A burgward capital included around 
ten to twenty villages, whose inhabitants, then and still in the xi. 
The inhabitants, almost exclusively Slavs, were rigorously 
exploited and forced to build castles, serve as guards and pay 
tithes and tributes. And some of the main Burgward towns also 
had a "Burgward church", even if not all of them, as the older 
researchers believed.

In the year of the great battle against the Hungarians, py5, 
Her- mann Billung marched twice against the rebellious 
Obodri. Even the sons of his own first-born brother Wichmann 
(the elder), Counts Wichmann the Younger and Ekbert (the 
One-Eyed), relatives of Queen Mathilde, had incited the 
Obodrite princes Nakon and his brother ttnd co-ruler Stojgnef, 
who were allied with them¡ both of whom were Christians.

Although the Slavs were quite willing to pay further tribute at 
the time, but did not want to be completely enslaved, Otto 
himself, enterprising as he was, had also paid it"
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St. Servatius in Quedlinbiirg by his mother Mathil- de, he would 
have founded the Moritz Monastery in Magdeburg in 37, staffed 
by "reform monks", and at the same time he would have founded 
a monastery with this and the entire
A trading post was established in its vicinity, attracting merchants 
from regions east of the Elbe.

The two archbishops Frederick of Mainz and Adaldag of 
Hamburg-Bremen, Otto's former chancellor, as well as eight 
bishops (from Augsburg to Unrecht) were represented at the 
foundation of the monastery. The king endowed the monastery, 
which he first made into an outpost and then into a center of the 
Slavic mission, which he endowed often and richly and always 
anew, with many villages, with serfs, serfs, with customs rights, 
for example immediately with the entire customs duty due in 
Magdeburg, but later also with ban, market, mint, with minting 
rights elsewhere, with interest, silver interest, honey interest, 
tithes, etc., with several royal courts, monasteries, such as the 
Hagenmünster monastery near Mainz, the Kesselheim nunnery in 
Maienfeld, even with estates in Eastphalia (in 6o Orren!), in 
Thuringia, Hesse, in the Harz, Nahe, Speyergau, in the Lower
no fewer than i7 documents of Otto I for the monastery have been 
preserved, 3z of them in the original.

Eventually, however, but not immediately, it was degenerated 
with plundered land, castles, tithing rights (Schartau, Grabow, 
Buckau) in the right Elbian, asoslavic areas, yes, with the entire 
Slavic district of Neletici, to which the important salt springs of 
Halle belonged. In the neighboring Magdeburg district of Mora-
Ciani, it was given buttes and farms. There and in other Slavic 
districts, it also had the right to cut wood and fatten pigs, and in 
Lusatia it also received a tithe from all taxes and the income of 
the crown, the counts. The Stih gained immu- nity, royal seat and 
soon also the protection of the Pope.

This pöz could rightly declare that Otto had founded the 
monastery

-because of the new Christianity. The founder made his own 
specialis patronus, the church saint Mauritius, the fighter of the 
pagans, the patron saint of the house, a reference to the fact "that 



the warriors prepare t h e  way for the missionaries
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War against Bohemia, which only ended qyo with its complete 
subjugation. At that time, Otto had conquered the northern Slavs, 
secured his rule qd8 with papal approval by founding the three 
Slav bishoprics of Brandenburg, Ha- velberg and Oldenburg (?) 
and obliged the population everywhere to pay the restrained 
tithes. He then penetrated qyo with a strong army into the center 
of Bohemia and, according to scholars, re-established Bohemia's
ties t o  Rcic/z. Or it also calls Artaloges "the 6in- bczief'iJng of the 
peripheral countries into the Reichsverband-: The main thing is 
that all this happens as bloodlessly as possible on paper - the 
dirtier the history, the cleaner the work of the historians, who are 
also paid by the state, must be. Whose bread I eat ... - a 
cooperation of venerable age."

Orto 1 had used war to conquer the "barbarians" of Bohemia, 
and he also waged war against Poland, which bordered to the 
north-east.

CO LEN ENTRUSTS DIB SHEEP TO THE WOLF

Just as the Russian empire was created by the Viking Ryurik 
(Scandinavian: Hra- rikr), a Swede, in Old Ladoga or (and) 
Novgoiod (p. 4*'), Poland is said to have been founded by the 
Norman Dago, probably a Dane, around q6o with the capital 
Posen on the Warta. The name Poland, Poloni, Polonia, Polska 
(from pole = field, plain, i.e. constant agriculture in forest 
clearings, the land of the Ebcne), only came into use from around 
the turn of the century. And according to Polish tradition (from 
the beginning of the iz. century) the Norman Dago was called: 
Mieszko I (around Q6 pz I and was the fourth descendant of a 
certain Piast, the ancestor of the Piast family (pol. Piastowie), a
family, which existed in Pdlen until - 3zo, in Mazovia until I§k6, 
in Silesia until i 7J *-g. But perhaps, as is also thought today, 
Mieszko had two names, a native one and a
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foreigners. And whether the Polish and Pomoran Slavs (from 
pomorje = by the sea) who settled between the Oder and the 
Vistula and fought each other in long border battles were already 
living there, regardless of all population movements, in the entire 
millennium before the so-called turn of time, as the majority of 
Polish research assumes, or whether they were not indigenous but 
migrants, as German research in particular believes, remains to be 
seen.

In any case, this Dago or Mieszko (Mescho to his Polish 
subjects, called Misaca and Miseco in the Latin sources) is the 
first historically confirmed prince of the Poles. And the size of the 
new West Slavic state - of whose various Polish tribes the Poles 
(Polanie in Polish, Poloni in Latin, Poliani in Latin), who gave it 
their name, appear the latest, namely for the first time in the 
annals of Hildesheim in ioi J - was considerable. It stretched from 
the Oder to the Russian border, in the north to the sea. It also 
included borderlands (which were lost in the ii th century), such 
as Moravia, Lusatia, the later Ru- thenia on the upper Bug and 
San, and was tightly ruled by Mieszko.

The Pole expanded from Gniezno, crossing the Warta in the 
north and the Oder in the south, but came under pressure from 
Margrave Gero and ultimately became dependent on his German 
neighbor. As early as p6j, the lord of the Sorbenmark, this time in 
alliance with the Redaxians, advanced with two armies into 
Lusatia and against the new empire. Mieszko I, like his subjects 
still a pagan, was an attractive target for the "mission", especially 
as the bishoprics in Gero's northern Margraviate had already been 
in existence since s4.
Brandenburg and Havelberg. Mieszko was divided into two
heavy battles between the Oder and the right Wartheufcr
"with mighty strength" (Widukind), his brother killed, the land 
robbed, he himself forced to pay interest and recognize German 
overlordship. Widukind s p e a k s  of "complete servitude" 
(ultimam servitutem). The course of Polish history was shaped by 
this for decades."
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Very probably at the same time as Gero, Boleslav I of Bohemia 
advanced on the southern flank of Poland and took possession of 
Kraków. q6y (or q6ö), however, Mieszko married a daughter of 
Boleslav, the Christian Dobrawa (Dubravka), and was married to 
the Christian Dobrawa (Dubravka).
The following year, qss (or ' 7). a significant date, Roman 
Catholic. Czech missionaries followed and quickly gained a 
foothold,
and Bavarian clerics were probably still active in the first 
Christianization phase of Poland. Since Mieszko allowed 
himself to be baptized, he also forced his people to do so, and this 
"revolution from above" was repeated two decades later during 
the Christianization of Poland.
stianization of Russia (4*7)-  The fairy tale of the heavenly 
gatekeeper (IV j8I ff!) also has a magical effect in the East. One 
year after the death of the butcher and Rome-sending Gero (zo. 
May q6J), Poland was reorganized under the patrocinium
St. Peter's was Christian. Mieszko I placed it under the -
protection- of the Pope, and hardly any other country has betrayed 
the Popes as uninhibitedly as Poland, which has been 
unwaveringly devoted to them for a millennium.

A bishopric was founded in Poznan as early as 968, its first 
bishop the German Jordan, his successor the German Unger. And 
Mieszko, who, contrary to church regulations after the death of his 
first wife19771  , married the nun Oda of the monastery at Calbe
married a daughter of Margrave Thiedrich von der Nord-

Mark, now became the champion of Christendom on the northern 
pagan front and enjoyed the eager support of the Christian 

Bohemians in his offensives against the pagans.3 ' Otto I, however, 
sought to include Russia in his missionary plans.

even if in vain.
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The kingdom of Kiev (qoy-i iöq), from the later io. The empire of 
Kiev (qoy-i iöq) was gradually called the "Rus" empire (a name 
that refers to the central Swedish landscape of Roden, today 
Roslag), was the first empire to be formed between the Baltic and 
the Black Sea and was the work of Swedish Vikings (now called 
Varangians), more precisely the work of the Tiking dynasty of the 
Ryurikids (which only died out in I5q8) and their Norman 
entourage. The new "state", the first Russian one, was therefore of 
Swedish origin and owed its rise primarily to trade with 
Byzantium. And, as will soon be seen, trade (not only in goods) 
continued to be a close bond.

Around qry, Prince Igor of Kiev was slain by Drevlyans. The 
Eastern Slavic tribe, which had been paying tribute to the 
principality for half a century, had repeatedly tried to shake off the 
oppressive burden and had also temporarily gained independence 
through Igor's death. However, when his widow, Grand Duchess 
Olga (Scand. and Greek Helga), venerated as a saint in the 
Orthodox Church (feast of July Ix), took over the regency for her 
young son Svjatoslav around qry, she cruelly avenged her 
husband's death.

According to the "Nestor Chronicle" (Povest' vremennych let, 
Narrative of the Past Years) - a famous monument to Old Russian 
chro- nistics written in Kiev in the early iz. Century in Kiev - Olga 
ran after two legations of the Drevlyans, whose
-best men", once buried alive, another time burned alive and 
then cut down yooo intoxicated people at a feast. This is, 
admittedly, a sagcnhah, an exaggeration. But the princess - 
who, according to an old song of praise, preceded the Christian 
land "like the morning star to the sun, like the dawn to the 
daylight" - did indeed exterminate a considerable part of the 
opposing nobility around qJo, burnt various Drevlyan castles, 
annexed their territory for good and had herself baptized qry or 
qs7 in Kiev or Constantinople - hardly or not at all a
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religiously motivated act that was intended to increase their 
domestic and foreign policy prestige.

According to Thietmar of Merseburg, Kiev already had "more 
than4••  churches and eight markets" (mer- catus) at the beginning 
of the I C8th century. It was the most populous Russian city of the 
Middle Ages: before the catastrophic Mongol invasion in the•3.  
century, which was inspired by a divine mission, with
approximately So em inhabitants, then with about sooo.

When St. Olga si7 traveled to the imperial city on the 
Bosporus, she not only had a priest in her entourage, but also a 
conspicuous number of merchants. And two years later, she used 
the
The change of throne in Byzantium, the death of Emperor 
Constantine VII Porphyrogenneus, who was important in cultural 
and intellectual history, led to a direct connection in the West. It 
requested priests and above all trade relations from King Otto I in 
the year q q! However, the Mainz monk Libutius, who was 
quickly consecrated missionary bishop, died before the journey 
began. And Adalbert, now sent to Kiev by Otto and consecrated 
"bishop for the Russians" - previously a monk in Trier, then abbot 
in WeiBenburg, finally, q68, the first archbishop of Magdeburg - 
returned q6a unsuccessfully; not without luck despite everything, 
driven away either by hostile Christians or a pagan reaction; the 
dead companions fell by the wayside. Olga had been replaced by 
her son Svjatoslav, a daring pagan Haudegcn, and then - a world-
historical decision - not Western but Byzantine missionaries were 
called to Russia, and under Vladimir of Kiev, with his baptism in 
888/889, the turn to the Byzantine cultural sphere finally took place, 
to which Moscow's claim ultimately goes back,
-to be the "third Rome"."
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Majesty blinded all the prisoners, allegedly ty ooo - only one in a 
hundred kept an eye to return the blind to the Bulgar czar Samuel!

However, Vladimir the Saint had demanded the hand of the 
purple-born princess Anna, the emperor's sister, in return for his 
help against the counter-emperors in Byzantium. And when the 
court hesitated to keep its promise to the "barbarian prince", in 
April q88 he undertook a military campaign to Kherson, the most 
important Byzantine colony on the northern shore of the Black 
Sea (destroyed soon after iyoo and now desolate). He won the city 
by betraying the priest Anastasius, whom he made head of the 
church in Kiev in return, and now also won the princess from 
Byzantium, who was born in the Porphyra (the imperial palace), 
something that not even Otto the Great had managed to do for his 
son and co-emperor.

Of course, the purple-born also came at a price. Vla- dimir of 
Kiev "had to be baptized for it", according to the Catholic 
handbook of church history, and then forced the people of Kiev, 
who were lamenting their gods - another "typical 'revolution from 
above'" (Hösch) - to undergo mass baptism in the Dnieper, 
presumably in the summer of q88.

You don' t become a saint for nothing - neither in the Roman 
nor in the Orthodox Church!

However, the first Christian Grand Prince of Russia, in whose 
history he shines with the epithet of the "Great and Apostle-
gleen", is also venerated as a saint in the Greek-United Church, 
with the approval of the Papal See!

After all, Vladimir had distinguished himself in many ways: 
through betrayal and murder, even fratricide, through numerous 
bloody conquests and enslavements, through the construction of 
churches, castles and fortresses according to the latest state of war 
technology, and also through the destruction of all the pagan idols 
and temples of his empire.

Immediately after his return from Kherson, he declared war on 
paganism, which he had zealously advocated at the beginning of 
his reign, allegedly even by slaughtering the people.
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The winner of the conflict, Yaroslav I, also came into 
consideration for the assassination" (A. Poppe); in other words, 
the wise man, the other son of Vladimir the Holy, who was 
extremely popular with the clergy due to his great ecclesiastical-
political activities. However, Yaroslav was only able to assert 
himself completely in io36, after two decades of ongoing feuds 
with his relatives. And after his departure (xoy¢), his sons and 
grandsons once again fought for power. The fratricidal wars never 
c e a s e d .  And this despite the fact that the contracting princes 
were bound by an oath, which was reinforced by the ecclesiastical 
ceremony of the kissing of the cross. In the ryo years after 
Yaroslav the Wise's death, no fewer than 83 civil wars and 6z 
wars with other peoples were waged by the Kingdom of Kiev.

The Christian seed sprouted ever more gloriously.
But, to paraphrase Bishop Thietmar: "Quia nunc paulu- lum 

declinavi, ..........................redeamJetct I am somewhat digressive, 
so
back!"""

Even before Otto's unsuccessful intermezzo in Kiev, in 
Denmark, where King Harald Bluetooth was still a pagan, 
Margrave Hermann was an educated man and there were 
frequent border battles, he had placed the Jutland Bishoprics of 
Schleswig, Ribe and Aarhus under the control of Archbishop 
Adaldag of Hamburg-Bremen, Unni's successor. This was 
intended to strengthen German influence in the north and 
vigorously expand church rule.

Of course, the "missionary" efforts for these heavenly places go 
back much further.
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comforted himself with Job: - "The Lord gave it, the Lord has 
taken it" and with the -pious matron Ikia", who took the fugitive 
in on her estate. He became bishop in the
45 vacant Bremen, the new missionary base, but a suffragan 

bishopric of Cologne, which is why years of serious disputes with 
Archbishop Günther (since 8yo} ensued.

From Bremen, however, some, albeit quite modest, 
ecclesiastical bases were established. For example, in Haithabu 
(Hedeby), an important place for export/import in northern 
Silesia-Holstein, where St. Ansgar, repeatedly used as an envoy 
by Louis the German, built a church with the permission of King 
Horik I, which made the trading center the preferred destination 
of Christian merchants ... 8" (Radtke); in Ribe (German: Ripen), 
the oldest town in Denmark and (since the beginning of the 8th 
century) also entirely devoted to the mercantile, presumably also 
to minting coins¡ and probably in Birka, a rich, relatively large 
Swedish trading town, probably often visited by the king, with 
far-reaching connections (mostly luxury goods: little space 
consumption and much profit), especially to Western Europe, but 
also to Russia, Byzantium and the Caliphate of Baghdad.

It is telling that they are all trading centers, because war and 
capital, the one as closely linked to the history of salvation as 
the other - even today. "It is characteristic of Birka's position 
that the Christian mission - following the main trade routes - 
started precisely at the only town-like and relatively populous 
settlement in Sweden and achieved its first, albeit temporary, 
successes there" (H. Ehrhardt).

And it is also significant that the Danes, whose kingdom had 
existed since around 8oo and encompassed Jutland, the islands 
and three southern Swedish counties, did not want to know 
anything about Christianity. Two decades after King Harald 
Klak's baptism, anno domini
®47. there were only four baptisteries in Ansgar's own diocese. 
And the Danish pupils for his missionary schools were mufite by 
St. Ansgar.
Archbishop Ansgar - buy! But why not? Two and a half centuries 
ago, even St. Pope Gregory I, "the
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(Blatand) Gormsson (documented s3 * 9 7), the official 
Christianization of the Danes began around q6o, when Harald 
himself was baptized - in all probability under political pressure 
from the Germans (Skovgaard-i "etersen). - This event is 
commemorated by some of the most important archaeological 
evidence of the Danish early Middle Ages in Jelling (on the east 
coast of Jutland, near Vejle), including the large rune stone set by 
Harald Bluetooth. On a memorial inscription for his father Corm 
and his mother Thorwi, it contains the self-naming as Harald, 
"who won all of Denmark and Norway for himself and m a d e  
the Danes Christians."

His successor in Ham- burg, Archbishop Adaldag ( 3Y-s88), 
was far more successful than Unni.

The descendant of a distinguished Saxon family, initially
He worked in the chapel of Henry I, then as chancellor of Otto 1, 
was familiar with court life, but also retained a strong influence on 
Ottonian imperial and ecclesiastical politics as an archbishop. In 
particular, he promoted Otto's plans in the north like no other.
den. His bishopric s'7 s4 reached across the German borders to 
Denmark by founding the three dioceses under his authority in the 
port cities, which were often favored by the king.
Haithabu (Schleswig), Ribe and Aarhus.

For the first time, the archbishops of Hamburg had suffragan 
powers. In this case, however, Pope Formosus once decided that 
Bremen should return to the diocese of the Cologne archdiocese, 
to which it had previously belonged. Archbishop Wicfrid of 
Cologne therefore lodged a complaint and immediately laid claim 
to Bremen. However, Archbishop Adaldag, who was by far the 
most zealous promoter of peace in the north by sending priests 
and building churches, was not prepared to accept this. And as he 
had few scruples, for example making the daughter of Count 
Henry of Stade (Bishop Thietmar's grandfather), a child of barely 
twelve, abbess, he, once the author and scribe of royal charters for 
many years, also fabricated a series of false diplomas - and was 
blessed by the Lord. He was not only given the bishopric of 
Oldenburg in East Holstein in 1968.
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The forger not only placed the archbishopric on the throne, which 
marked the beginning of the long-planned ecclesiastical regiment 
in the Abodrites, but also consolidated his position, not least by 
finally gaining independence from Cologne's rivals. All in all, the 
forger significantly enhanced the reputation of the archbishopric 
during his long, energetic reign (Lexikon für Theologie und 
Kirche).

Although the three new bishoprics in the north were all located 
in Danish territory, they were not too far from the kingdom. And 
of course their owners, Adaldag's suffragans Hored, Liafdag and 
Reginbrand, were to extend their influence, above all to the 
islands, Fyn, Zealand and Scania (which for a long time belonged 
to Denmark and only came to Sweden in i6y8). The new 
missionary bishops were expressly obliged to convert the island 
Danes. After all, it was all about expansion and ownership. 
Consequently, these prelates had to appear to their diocesans as 
enemy outposts in their own country. And according to Otto's 
plan, they were undoubtedly meant to be - (A. Hauck)."

The Danes were no more interested in Christianity than the 
Slavs in the East. A great deal had already been achieved, some 
considered the Christian idol to be no less important than their 
own gods. But even such "edo1ge" was only possible in the 
shadow of German swords. And when Harald Bluetooth took 
advantage of the fierce power struggles in Norway after the death 
of King Harald Schönhaar (the first sole ruler over the whole of 
Norway) to go on a war campaign and southern Norway came 
under Danish control, the Christian "messengers of faith" also 
went into action - as they did after Henry I's victory over the 
Danes in Denmark (p. 3q8 f.).

The activities of the clerical feudal lords and their missionaries, 
their nesting first on the ground, then in the souls of the 
overpowered and raped, were of great error for the kingdom. 
Wherever Otto struck out, wherever he took to the field against 
Danes, Slavs, Hungarians and gained a military foothold, he 
established himself through the church, he created "bishoprics and 
monasteries on the territories wrested from them as strongholds of 
his power" (Kosminski).
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SO 94 on Danish territory the bishoprics of Schleswig, Ribe, 
Aarhus; in the same year, even before the Christianization of 
these territories, the Slavic bishoprics of Brandenburg and
Havelberg, which was given to the Archbishop of Mainz, and, 
only later, Oldenburg, which was subordinate to Archbishop 
Adaldag of Hamburg-Bremen. With the foundation of the 
archbishopric of Magdeburg in q68, the dioceses of Merseburg, 
Zeitz and MeiBen were established, and finally, in s7i, the year 
of OttO's death, the diocese of Prague.

First the military strike, then the mission, then the state
• Connection. After all, it was Otto "the Great's" obvious 
ultimate goal to incorporate all conquered lands into the German 
Empire, first ecclesiastically and then politically, as had already 
been Carolingian practice (Brackmann). However, it was 
precisely the close cooperation with the clergy, the chumminess 
of throne and altar in the ordinary and bloody business of 
robbery on a large scale, that lent the Ottonian attacks and 
encroachments a touch of the nu iinous, the higher 
consecration, the divine grace. Or, as it was written with a tried 
and tested twang, the "mission as an element" of this policy, 
the spreading of the faith among the heathens, the
-honorable imperial pledge", was able to "further sublimate Otto's 
reputation and his position aspiring to emperorship" (Hla- 
witschka).

Sublimicren -. And Otto's striving for the highest in the worldly 
realm naturally required the highest in the spiritual, the most 
honorable in general, the most sublime, the papacy in Rome.

THE "DARK AGES" ARE APPROACHING

As if they weren't all dark! At least dark too. Especially dark. But 
the period from the late q. century to the middle of the iI. is called 
the "saeculum obscuruai" in particular. Although other epochs - it 
is hard to overemphasize - in which Rome was incomparably 
more powerful and just
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The period of the Crusades was therefore incomparably more 
dangerous for many peoples, as was the zo. In the 20th century, 
for example, the papacy both helped to cause and intensively 
promoted two world wars, as well as all fascist varieties. (It is also 
worth remembering his assistance in the Vietnam War and his 
fomenting of the - not only recent - Balkan conflict; as I write this, 
a German daily newspaper is running the headline: -The Pope 
c a l l s  for war.")

However, the Catholic church historian Franzen suggests 
that only the nobility caused those dark medieval times!
-He alone is to blame for the sad state of affairs, for the Popemim 
has been at his mercy since there was no longer an emperor.

The nobility the scapegoat, the pope once again salvaged in a 
church history published by Herder Verlag, which takes into 
account the latest findings of scientific research, some of which 
have changed the historical and theological consciousness of 
our time quite considerably ... taken into account and processed 
everywhere. The latest findings? In essence, they are always the 
same old pathetic apologist evasions. Moreover, a papacy which, 
as Franzen complains, has become the
"ordinary territorial bisttim" is much more harmless than one of 
global significance!

The poor papacy. Guiltless as always. Victims only of the -wild 
and domineering nobility" (after all, it was a completely Christian, 
completely Roman Catholic nobility) - -since there was no longer 
an emperor ...-- But were the rulers of the -saeculum obscurum-, 
the Ottonians and Salians, not emperors? Regicrre not even a 
saint, Henry II? (Who, of course, waged three wars against 
Poland, which was already well Catholic - and this on the side of 
the pagan Liutizen!) And when it was no longer defenceless, 
when it was strong, ever stronger, "universal", a world power? 
Then it wrestled with the emperors f o r  world domination - a 
hundred times more dangerous now,
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deadly. But not at all "deadly" when some of its 
representatives killed each other - deadly when it killed the 
peoples! When people shouted -God willing!- in the Middle 
Ages, Zqi§, I'9§I. And again and again in between.'

But what was the situation in Rome at the time of the 
Carolingians, the Ottomans and the early Salians?

The turbulence of years gone by, the anarchy of internal party 
feuds

makes the lack of documents understandable. Much is uncertain 
about quite a few popes. It is not yet clear whether some of them 
were legitimate or not. Some are declared by some to be antipopes, 
but are generally regarded as legitimate. Others were only in the 
Holy See for such a short time that they were never recognized 
for this reason alone. The Roman monk Philip resigned on the day 
of his election, arR July 31,7   , and
voluntarily returned to the monastery. The deacon Johannes 
regjerte
in January 8 q for just one hour. Leo VIII reigned from qä3 to 96
$,- but from May to June q6¢, &nedict V also reigned - and both are 
considered legitimate. On the other hand, Pope Christophorus, who 
threw his immediate predecessor Leo V into prison and martyred 
him after only three days in office, is no longer considered 
legitimate today, even though the entire Middle Ages considered 
him so. Incidentally, Pope Christopher was also soon thrown into 
prison, and both he and his predecessor Leo V were martyred there 
by their successor Pope Sergius III.

Quite a few popes were temporarily or permanently 
imprisoned. For example, Stephen VI, who was strangled in the 
dungeon, John X, who was suffocated with a pillow in the 
dungeon of Castel Sant'Angelo¡ Benedict VI, who was strangled 
there by his successor, Pope Boniface VII, in s74 by the priest 
Stephen¡ John XIV, who either starved to death or died in Castel 
Sant'Angelo in s4.
Stephen VIII, who was imprisoned in a dungeon, hideously 
mutilated and
melted, qdz succumbed to his injuries. The popes Benedict III (d. 



8J8), John Paul II (d. 8J8) and John Paul II (d. 8J8) were also 
locked up.
XI (fest. q3d), Benedict X. (d. after iO7i)-

Constantine II was sent to the monastery and his eyes were cut 
off.
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St. Nicholas, Benedict X, St. Christopher, St. John XVI, 
Philagathus, who was also blinded, brutally mutilated on his nose, 
tongue, lips and hands and then led through Rome in a mocking 
procession.

Benedict V was exiled to Hamburg, where he died soon 
afterwards, and Gregory VI to Cologne, where he died just as 

soon. And how often has one not excommunicated the other! Jo-
hann XII excommunicated 9 4 d-- escaped Leo VIII, Be- nedict 
VII excommunicated the fugitive Boniface VII in 74, the 
episcopate of the empire in J * P97 JOhann XVI, the Synod of 
Sutri io5p excommunicated Benedict X, Alexander II and 
Honorius II excommunicated each other, Leo IX excommunicated 
Benedict IX (he was the nephew of two predecessors of the pope 
and the only pope to do so). Alexander II and Honorius II 
excommunicated each other, Leo IX excommunicated Benedict 
IX (he was the nephew of two papal predecessors and the only 
pope to hold the sacred office, at least de facto, three times in 
succession). And Benedict IX in turn excommunicated Silvester 

III, whom he expelled from Rome in disgrace,  j u s t  a s  he 
himself had previously been expelled from Rome. From all of 
this, one might suspect a rather confused personality in the Holy 
Spirit

ßAPST SERGIUS III - MURDERER OF TWO PARENTS

Benedict IV died in the summer of u3. According to rumors, 
which are not supported by contemporary sources, Berengar I, 
King of Italy, had him removed. His two
His successors only survived for a few months. Pope Leo V, who 
only reigned in August w3, was thrown into prison by Cardinal 
Christophorus, his successor. But even
Christophoriis (9o3-qoq) was able to occupy the Holy See 
until the following year. He was then ousted by Sergius III 
(9od I I), a native Roman aristocrat, former antipope to John 



IX, who was deposed, condemned and exiled by John shortly 
after his inauguration in the Lateran. Supported by the 
Antiformosians and Duke Alberich I of
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paBt, and sought to secure himself, if not legally, then at least 
ecclesiastically. However, his own new patriarch, his former 
"school friend" and secret secretary Nikolaos I My- stikos 
(gOI-QO7, P--o-s1, had openly protested, banned the emperor and 
refused to recognize Constantine as his legitimate heir. Pope 
Sergius, however, who himself had a casual relationship with 
women and who, at the age of about qY, had given Marozia a 
son, who then ascended the throne of Peter as Pope John Xl (p. 
¢9o), granted the ruler, who was already barred from attending 
church, a dispensation to marry, and Patriarch Nikolaos had to 
return to his monastery of Galakrenai as an exile for years."

aurrzxz nes "romanian huRRenRegimes* - PxPST JOHN 
X: IN BED AND ON THE BATTLEFIELD

The decisive factor for more than a century w a s  t h e  fact that 
the Holy Father Sergius III, the double murderer, brought to 
power in Rorri a certain theophylact, who was probably related to 
him, including some ladies who were greedy for power and as 
cunning as they were hedonistic. - The label "Roman harlot 
regiment" or "fornocracy" has been a t t a c h e d  t o  this period of 
the Vicars of Christ since the Protestant theologian Valentin Ernst 
Loescher (editor of the theological journal -Unschuldige 
Nachrichten von alten
and new theological mattersR: ^7 *-*7 ). But fornication, in itself 
not such a bad trait, flourished in Rome, where it is most sacred, 
through
for all time.

Theophylact (died in the early pzoic years), from the Roman 
high nobility, consul, senator, magister militum, was not only at 
the head of the Roman city administration, but also rose to 
become the head of papal finances, the highest administrative 
official of the church.
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His wife, the ambitious, energetic and beautiful Theodora
d. Ä. - "the shameless whore, as Bishop Liutprand von Cre- mona 
called her in his disreputable, often wickedly ironic, episodic, but 
nevertheless most important historical work of the time.
-Antapodosis", called herself Senatrix, was the mother of two 
daughters, Theodora the Younger and Marozia, even more zealous 
in the "service of Venus", and cohabited with a future pope, John 
X. (The Catholic pope historian Franz Xaver Seppelt does not 
want to believe this. (The Catholic pope historian Franz Xaver 
Seppelt does not want to believe this, but it may also be that the 
new pope was not exactly Christian-minded and that his life did 
not meet the requirements of the moral law and his high office).

Theodora's no less seductive daughter Marozia (di- minutiv for 
Maria: Mariuccia, Mariechen), in her first marriage the wife of 
Duke Alberich I, who had seized Spo- leto after the death of 
Emperor Larnbert, was, if we can believe Bishop Liutprand and 
the official papal book (and even Seppelt now considers this to be 
-most likely-), involved with Pope Sergius III, presumably her 
uncle; both efforts
originated from Pope John XI in 193*M3 ). The English 
theologian de Rosa knows: -The first time Pope Sergius had them 
in the Lateranpa-
burden." However, very similar conditions, which in Rome 
"lasted for almost a century and a half" (Halphen), prevailed at 
other bishoprics.

After Pope Lando (qi3-9*4), son of the rich Lombard prince 
Taino and a puppet of Theodore the Elder (d.
After qi6), whose protégé John was made Archbishop of Ravetina 
for nine years (9oy-9i¢) by the Bishop of Bologna, whom he had 
allegedly become by force and in fact without consecration, John - 
undoubtedly a strong personality - (Handbuch der 
Kirchengeschichte) is said to have been in bed with Theodore 
more often than in church in Ravenna¡ rumors perhaps, not least 
clerical rumors. However, Bishop Liutprand describes the rise of 
the future Pope John in a rather breathtaking way: how spiritual 
duties repeatedly called him to Rome, how Theodora, the "quite 
shameless harlot, was carried away by the heat of the
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But as soon as John became pope, he concluded a military pact 
and assembled a large cartel of central and southern Italian rulers, 
consisting of troops from Spoleto, Benevento, Naples, Gaeta and, 
above all, the Greeks. Their emperor sent them,
-As a pious, God-fearing man, he immediately sent soldiers by 
ship. And the Pope, no doubt much more pious than the 
Byzantine, made the Romans swear not to make peace with the 
Saracens "until we have exterminated them from all of Italy".

In fact, he also succeeded in "crowning his warlike activities 
with a series of fine successes" (Eickhoff). On papal initiative, the 
Tiber Valley and the Salernitan area were first "cleansed" of 
Arabs. In May pI y the Garigliano Saracens were captured and - 
with decisive help from the Byzantines - the battle of Carigliano 
was fought in August, in which the apostles Peter and Paul are 
said to have appeared to many Christian fighters. This in turn may 
have contributed to the fact that only a few opponents escaped the 
orthodox, who w e r e  then exterminated in the mountains. 
Bishop Liutprand even claims that
"In the daily battle of the Greeks and Latins, by God's mercy, not 
one of the Punic soldiers was left who was not killed with the 
sword or immediately captured alive." But the representative of 
Christ, who himself took part in the war, boasted to Archbishop 
Hermann of Cologne that he had personally led the soldiers to the 
attack twice.

As a real politician, John X disregarded the rights of the 
blinded Emperor Louis III of Provence (p. 3 j8 f.) and in 
December 9Iy crowned the more influential King Berengar (888-
9zq), who ruled over Upper Italy and with whom he already had 
relations as the busy Archbishop of Ravenna, as emperor in St. 
Peter's; after Wido and Lambert, he was the third and last emperor 
of the Italian nation. Berengar swore the traditional oath to protect 
the interests and property of the Roman See and made gifts to the 
clergy, nobility and people. But his emperorhood was little more 
than s m o k e  and mirrors."



 

ANARCHIC STATES DE Il'f )TALIE1si

In the so-called independent kingdom of Italy, royal power was 
increasingly crumbling. Typical of its medieval period, a 
tremendous discontinuity began to emerge, with a complex tangle 
of clerical, military and manorial instances, and local power 
structures interacting with and against each other,

-which arose through the warlike endeavors of monasteries, 
churches and secular lords" (Tabacco). Above all feudal 

fragmentation, however, rose the great territorial dominions, 
especially those of the leading families of Frankish origin, which 
had b e e n  fighting and fighting over hegemony in the Regnum 

Italicum since the collapse of the Carolingian Empire. Under the 
leadership of Counts Adalbert of Ivrea and Odelrich and with the 

decisive participation of Archbishop Lambert of Milan (QTI$a
), a new uprising against Bezengar took place 

qao/qai. Indeed, Lambert, according to Bishop Liutprand, was 
virtually

-the cause of their elevation". Although King Berengnr had only 
just appointed him head of the church of Milan, he had 
"demanded no small sum of money for this, uncanonically but 
customarily", and Lambert paid it, "paid everything the king 
demanded, driven by great greed to the archiepiscopal see . . He 
was soon sorry for this, not because it was against church law, but 
because he could not forget all the money. So he began to discuss 
apostasy from the king".

However, Berengar called on the Hungarians to help him 
against the rebels, who laid waste to Tuscany and soon defeated 
the rebels. In the winter of taz/qaa, however, they brought back 
King Rudolf II of Hochburgund, who had probably previously 
married him to the saint.
arming himself with a lance (p. i 4 f.). Berengar had to flee to the 
east and share Upper Italy with Rudolf, who resided in Pavia, 
where the prelates quickly gathered, especially as the new king 
defeated Berengar several times, most decisively on July 17, q23 
near Fiorenztiola (near Piacenza), where IJOO men are said to 
have fallen. After all, the victor withdrew across the Alps for 



about a year
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After his assassination, John, who was rivalling the Marozia 
party, sought a new partner and, together with the Lombard 
greats, invited Hugh of Provence to Italy.

However, his father-in-law Duke Burchard of Swabia rushed to 
the king's aid. The relative and patron of St. Ulrich, Bishop of 
Augsburg, crossed the Alps with an army and met the Archbishop 
of Milan, Lambert. However, Liutprand reports that the latter, as a 
wise man, did not receive Burchard with disdain, but rather, freely 
and with malicious intent, welcomed him with the greatest honors.
"Among other things, as a sign of his special friendship, he 
even gave him permission to hunt a stag in his enclosure, 
something he usually only did for his dearest and noblest 
friends. In the meantime, he summoned all the crew of Pavia 
and several Italian princes to Biirchard's doom and kept him with 
him until he believed that all those who were to kill him could 
be assembled." And the very next morning, on aq. April qz6, 
Duke Burchard exchanged "life for death" in front of No- vara, 
pierced by the lances of the Italians attacking him. Likewise, 
his entourage, who had sought refuge in the church of the holy 
Christ confessor Gau- dentius, were all slain, even in front of 
the altar.

King Rudolf then left the field without a fight."

KING HUGO GETTING AHEAD OF UbiD
THE HIS

It was not the actual rivals who had triumphed in Italy, but a third 
party who had previously had little involvement. Hugh of Arles 
and Vienne, who in the meantime had hurried by ship to Pisa, the 
territory of his half-brother Wido, was now solemnly welcomed 
there by the legates of John X after Rudolf's expulsion, and
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Archdeacon of Milan with the prospect of succession to the 
archbishopric. His son Gottfried received the rich Nonantula 
Abbey. Hilduin, who was related to Hugh by marriage and 
expelled from his see in Liège, won the bishopric of Verona, and 
soon afterwards Milan as well. A nephew of the king, Archbishop 
Manasseh, left his see of Arles and went to Italy, relying on his 
uncle,
"to mistreat many churches here, driven by ambition, even to 
destroy them". He received, "against human and divine right", the 
Bishoprics of Mantua, Trento and Verona "for devouring" 
(Liutprand). He later sold Verona to Count Milo, who was also 
favored by the pope. John X was always accommodating, he saw an 
advantage, which is also called "expediency" or, even better, 
"pragmatism". In consideration of King Rudolf of Burgundy, the 
pope made the son of Count Heribert II of Vermandois, the not 
yet five-year-old Hugh, head of the church of Reims, while he let 
his father administer the temporal possessions of the 
archbishopric."

But the help hoped for from the Pope did not materialize. On 
the contrary. Things got worse. Marozia, whose father 
Theophylact and husband Alberich I of Spoleto had died, married 
Margrave Mido of Tuscany in her second marriage.  By uniting 
Spoleto and Tuscany, however, she increased her power and 
became the true ruler of Rome.

PitPSTE VONROZins GNxDE
AND KING HUGO'S WEDDING NIGHT

The papal court was in disarray. John X was obviously not 
prepared to tolerate the new regiment and to submit to the party to 
which he himself owed his seat. But his brother Peter, a kind of 
"margrave" to whom the pope had granted more and more power, 
so that he had played a decisive role in Rome, was expelled. From 
Orte, which he had turned into a fortress, he attacked
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Provence, then tactical regent of the kingdom of Lower 
Burgundy. But Hugo's weakness for women overshadowed 
everything. No wonder he sold the bishoprics and abbeys of Italy. 
However, he was also "a worshipper of God" and a friend of 
"lovers of the holy faith" (Liutprand). A wise prince, then, who 
frequently consorted with saints such as Odo of Cluny and 
generally promoted the ecclesiastical "renewal movement". His 
entire reign, however, still stimulated by the ambitious 
Carolingian traditions of the Middle Kingdom and the imperial 
conception, was filled with military campaigns and the continued 
suppression of uprisings. Nevertheless, he did not win the 
imperial crown.

But Marozia certainly also saw herself as empress; after all, 
nothing seemed more natural than a coronation by her papal 
son. However, immediately after her wedding and wedding 
night in June q3z in Castel Sant'Angelo, there was a sudden 
change. Her son Alberich II (she had at least four sons from her 
marriage to Alberich I) rebelled with the support of the Romans 
and seized control of the city. King Hugh, whose life's ambition 
remained to become emperor, abseiled down from St. Angelo's 
Castle at night and fled over the adjacent city wall. Marozia and 
Pope John XI, mother and stepbrother of Alberich II, 
disappeared into the dungeon and were killed one after the 
other.

After all, Alberich II (93*Mid), Marozia's son from the 
family of the margraves of Spoleto, now ruled undisputedly as 
"prince and senator of all Romans" for almost a quarter of a 
century
and with a tight administration in Rome like the Papal States and 
- almost - without expansive ambitions. Religious-minded and 
personally pious, he made gifts to the monasteries, but 
subordinated the popes completely to himself. Leo VII (qj6 39), 
Stephen VIII (qj6 39)
(q3 dz), Marinus II (QU-P4 ) tittd Agapet II. 9q6-93 5 j thanked, 
next to the H1. Spirit, thanked Alberich for their elevation and 
proved themselves obedient to him. Nothing happened without 
the command of the prince.



sten, incidentally also a particular promoter of the monastic 
reform emanating from Cluny - not least for political and self-
serving reasons, namely in order to
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and his own servants on monastic estates, who could only become 
dangerous to him themselves" (Sackur). Only Stephen VIII 
apparently broke ranks and is said to have been imprisoned in the 
fall of q¢z after taking part in a rebellion against Alberich and 
mutilated to such an extent that he died."

King Hugo's repeated attempts to retake Rome, however, 
remained in vain. Already s3<9i3 and again q36 he stood with 
army power before the city of his dreams, and still q3q,
qdi and qjj he made unsuccessful advances. "Year after year", 
writes Liutprand, he harassed Alberich, "devastated everything he 
could with fire and sword and took all the cities from him except 
Rome.

In between, however, Hugh fended off two other interests, both 
probably q33 during his struggle for Rome: peacefully, but by 
ceding his Lower Burgundian sovereign rights (not his 
possessions) to Rudolf 11 of Hochburgund; and by a military 
counter-action against Duke Arnulf of Bavaria, whom Count Milo 
and Bishop Rather of Verona had summoned and "received with 
joy" (Liutprand).

BERENGAR II. BECOMES KING OF LTALIA

In Italy, King Hugo always had to fear and fight most against 
those families that he himself promoted the most, so that in the 
end they seemed too dangerous for the chronically mistrustful and 
occasionally cruel king.

These included Margrave Berengar II, a grandson of Emperor 
Berenbar 1st (p. 3z¢ f.), a supporter of Hugo and married to his 
niece Willa. However, after the bloody liquidation of the Tiiscan 
dynasty, Hugh became increasingly suspicious of the influence of 
the House of Ivrea: Berengar 11th and his half-brother Anskar II 
of Ivrea, margraves of Spoleto-Camerino, whose house power
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his own empire in the north and south, stretching from the Alps to 
the Principate of Rome and Benevento. He therefore attempted to 
overthrow them and Anskar perished.

But Hugo's intention to eliminate Berengar II by blinding him 
failed. After all, he had already successfully eliminated Margrave 
Lambert of Tuscany, his own half-brother, by simply tearing out 
his eyes - a popular and effective instrument of government used 
by so many Christian rulers. However, the new plan was betrayed 
by Hugo's son, the young King Lothar (named after his great-
grandfather King Lothar II p. ip8 ff.), co-king since q3i; by a 
"weak" king, as historians now like to characterize him. Berengar, 
who "stole" Lothar's crown and life a decade later, probably fled 
in the fall of qu to Duke Hermann of Swabia, who brought him to 
Otto I.
forwarded. In *& 945, however, he returned and conquered parts 
of northern Italy with Otto's acquiescence, winning over the 
Italian greats with promises of fiefs, which he was still to receive.
did not even own.

The clergy in particular immediately went over to him again.
He promised the bishopric of Como on oath to the priest 

Adelhard, who commanded the fortress of Formicaria 
(Siegmundskron), which dominated the Adige Valley and which 
Berengar had to pass through, as all the other passes were in 
Saracen hands. Adelhard's bishop Ma- nasse, a relative of King 
Hugo and endowed by him with the bishoprics of Trento, Verona 
and Mantua, was promised the succession to the archbishopric of 
Milan, whereupon Manasse, reports Liutprand, called on all 
Italians to assist Berengar. Bishop Wido of Modena also switched 
camps because Berengar offered him the rich abbey of Nonantula; 
and Wido also attracted a number of others". Archbishop Arderich 
of Milan also betrayed the king and invited his opponents to his 
court, where the great redistribution of goods began.

Incidentally, Berengar did not accommodate all the clergy. The
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as it is said, escaped the fury of Berengar and Adalbert and 
crossed the Alps, whereupon Manasseh returned to his see. The 
bishops Waldo of Como and Peter of Novara also crossed the 
Alps. And while Adalbert q5p repeatedly invaded the Sabina from 
Spoleto, which his brother Wido had conquered, the complaints of 
the emigrants were now joined by those of the pope.

JOHANISt . MAKES LOVE THE FOCUS OF HIS 
PONTIFICATE

However, John XII was not only threatened by Berengar's and 
Adalbert's invasions of the Papal States from the north. He was 

also defeated in the south in a "wanton war" (Zimmermann) 
against Capua, Btnevent and Salerno. So the -silly boy-, the -

immature youth-, -the knave in the pope's regalia-, as the 
Catholics liked to criticize him in a rather belittling way, 

turned to King Otto for help in the year q6o. In keeping with 
an old tradition, he once again secretly sent two envoys across 

the Alps, the car- dinal deacon John and the protoscriniar 
(chancery clerk, notary) Azzo, for which both - probably too 

talkative about the Holy City and the Holy Father in the north - 
were to pay. The Roman head of the Church begged the 

German king to free him, the Pope, and the Church entrusted to 
him from the clutches of Berengar and Adalbert for the love of 
God and the Princes of the Apostles, and offered him the crown 

of kaiser - a complete renunciation of his father's policy." 
However, the help was all the more urgent as resistance was 

also growing among the Romans themselves. For Prince Albe 
rich, Marozia's strapping scion - even Otto had respected his 

power - had been resting in Rome forever since August 3i. 
August q5¢ for ever in Rome. In accordance with his wish, 

however, the great men of the city had to solemnly swear to the 
dying man that it would be carried out,
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his son Octavian became his successor and, the very next year, 
barely eighteen years old, also pope. It is questionable whether 
John XII, as he called himself, had already reached the 
canonical age or had even received any ecclesiastical training. 
On the other hand, Albcrich's order to make his son Octavian 
the highest priest after the death of Pope Agapetus 11, who had 
likewise consented, was certainly in strict violation of the 
regulations. Symmachus I's decree of i. MÄ 499. a successor 
during the lifetime of the incumbent
pope.

John XII (qyy-963), Alberich's illegitimate offspring, was a 
great huntsman, horseman and dice player who liked to invoke the 
gods - the pagan ones, of course - and, according to 
contemporaries, was in league with the devil. He ordained a ten-
year-old bishop in Todi. He ordained one priest, somewhat 
uncanonically, in the stables, "and not even at the legal time". He 
had another cleric castrated. He celebrated mass without 
communicating, he ordained prelates for money. He married the 
widow of his servant Rainer, placed her over many cities and 
venerated her golden crosses of St. Peter and golden chalices. He 
cohabited with his father's concubine, Stephana, and her sister-in-
law. He also slept with his own sisters and had sex with the widow 
Anna and her niece. He raped pious pilgrims, wives, widows and 
girls who had come to pray at the tombs of the apostles. No 
wonder evil tongues accused him of having turned the papal 
palace into a brothel, "a playground for lewd women" 
(Liutprand)."

However, according to John Kelly, the Oxford church historian, 
this somewhat unchaste life did little to diminish the pope's 
reputation in the church as a whole. For John XII, who placed 
love at the center of his pontificate in this way, did not only rule 
in bed. Rather, he paid attention to the assertion of papal 
authority, even to administrative functioning. He supported some 
monasteries materially, and in May qy8 he even made a 
pilgrimage to Subiaco Abbey (8o km east of
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Rome). Like his father, he did not seem entirely disinterested in 
the reform of monasticism, the "ecclesiastical renewal 
movement". And in the last year of his reign, a Roman council 
spoke out against clerical simony! But he was also to be found in 
armor, helmeted and with a sword. After all, his main interest was 
the Papal States and their expansion. That is why, shortly after his 
Subiaco pilgrimage, he joined forces with the Tuscans and 
Spoletines to wage the small war against Capua and Benevento, 
which ended so miserably. King Berengar II successfully stabbed 
the Duke of Spoleto, the papal ally, in the back, conquered the 
duchy of gyq and plundered and destroyed the Papal States."

This led to the second Italian campaign of the German king, who 
had probably already been justified i n  his first, qy I, with the 
imperial crown, but had respected the Roman balance of power. 
Now the situation was undoubtedly more favorable, w i t h  his 
son John XII reigning instead of Alberich. The appearance of 
Otto, who was still kept at a distance by his father, could hardly 
have made him entirely happy. However, he may have b e e n  
u n d e r  pressure from certain reform-minded circles and their 
displeasure at his scandalous change of life.

JOHN XII. RRO1'4T OnoI . zUM ISER
AND THIS REPRESENTS THE IVILEGIUM

TTONIAI'JUM FROM

In any case, Otto gladly accepted the Pope's offer. Abbot Hatto of 
Fulda (the nephew of his predecessor Hadamar, as nepotism 
continued to flourish everywhere) had to take care of the 
arrangements in Rome - he became Archbishop of Mainz in q68. 
In May q6i, the king himself had his son Otto 11, only six years 
old at the time, elected king in Worms, crowned in Aachen and 
placed him in the care of his brother Bruti, the archbishop of 
Mainz.
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of Cologne, and his son Wilhelm, Archbishop of Maina, and set 
off from Augsburg in August.

King Adalbert tried in vain to stop him at the hermitage of Ve- 
rona, and then he drove Berengar out of Pavia with a large army 
"because, as is quite certain, he had the holy apostles Peter and 
Paul as comrades-in-arms" (Liutprand). On 3i. January p6z Otto 
stood before Rome. Before he entered Rome, however, he told his 
sword bearer Ansfried von Löwen: -When I pray at the tombs of 
the apostles, hold your sword steadily over my head, for loyalty to 
Rome was oh already suspect to my ancestors. Once we have 
returned to Monte Ma- rio, you too may pray as much as you like.

On February z, q6z, Otto I was anointed and crowned emperor 
in St. Peter's in Rome with great pomp by John XII, who was at 
most half his age and to whom he had previously had to swear an 
oath of security, perhaps with the crown that is still in the treasury 
of the Vienna Hofburg today. The Pope also anointed and 
crowned Otto's wife Adelheid, the "comrade of the empire". And 
since then, until the fall of the "Holy Roman Empire" in 1806, the 
emperorship and German kingship were permanently linked and 
the popes were essential for the conferral of the imperial dignity. 
Every German king who wanted to become emperor from then on 
had to go to Italy and to the pope; fuel enough for future 
generations. And endless tragedy ...

After the coronation, the ruler was immediately presented with 
a document confirming all "papal properties and rights". And on 
i3. On February 3, 96, Otto issued the Privilegium Ottonianum, 
the notorious document, which admittedly does not exist in the 
original and is not uncontested. In the first part, it renews the 
Pippinian Donation (IV 38i) and guarantees the possession of the 
Papal States, but in the second part, it obliges each pope to swear 
an oath of allegiance between his election and consecration in the 
presence of the king's messengers or the emperor's son, thus 
giving the emperor influence over the papal election: basically a 
continuation o f  the Carolingian tradition.
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What Otto signed at the time, however, and was considered the 
legal basis of the Papal States for many centuries, was once again 
a diploma made up of old and new, real and shifted elements, 
supposedly long-established property, but in fact freshly 
fabricated extensions. Cities and lands that had never belonged 
to the Church appeared, Gaeta for example, Naples. They also 
claimed Veneto, Istria, the duchies of Spoleto and Benevento 
and, of course, what Pippin and Charlemagne had promised 
but not kept. In short, not only what the Church was entitled to 
on the basis of previous f-öJrcfiiingen was vested as legitimate 
ancient property, but also everything that it intended to 
conquer in the near future, which, all in all, was to extend the 
Papal States to two thirds of Italy.

No wonder that the emperor was praised in Rome as the third 
Constantine and began to be called "Otto the Great". However, 
the great Otto kept his promise as little as the great Charlemagne 
had once done. He laid claim to a whole series of territories that 
the papacy claimed for itself. In the Pentapolis, for example, which 
was considered part of the Patrimony of Peter in Rome, he forced 
the inhabitants to swear an oath that made them his subjects. Otto 
also seems to have recognized the papal fraud, which Cardinal 
Johannes (di- gitorum mutilus) had been forced to enforce over 
two hundred years earlier.
Constitutum Constanrini (IV 4 5 ff.) in order to be able to 
officially demonstrate the "Donation of Constantine" at Otto's 
coronation as emperor.

Shortly after the coronation, John XII - an old wish of Otto - 
also allowed the establishment of an archbishopric in Magdeburg 
and also agreed to the foundation of the bishopric of Merseburg. 
After all, the German ruler had, as the Catholic papal historian 
Seppelt calls it, pursued a generous Ostpolitik towards the 
S1awen tribes (cf. p. Ryo ff., 455 ff.).

A papal privilege issued on iz. issued on February q6z speaks of
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the history of these events, including the Battle of Hungary and 
other battles against paganism - in defense of the holy Church of 
God" (ad defensionem sanctae Dei eccle- siae). For defense here 
never means mm or even primarily defence, but above all attack, 
expansion, -expansion of the Christian faith-, means using the 
tempting opportunity on the long eastern frontier of the empire to 
win -'new peoples for Christianity. The victory over the pagans, 
Hungarians and Slavs, was a material prerequisite for the mission 
..." (Bñttnei)."

THE ØAPST CONSPIRES WITH xLLEN RzicHSFRIltíDïìN

Otto returned to Upper Italy in mid-February q6z, where he 
fought Berengar, who had retreated to various castles with his 
followers, until the end of qä3. He was soon able to expel 
Berengar's ally, Margrave Hubert of Tuscia, King Hugo's son, and 
also Berengar's son Adalbert towards the end of the next year. 
Hubert fled to the Hungarians in Pannonia, Adalbert to the 
Saracens, first to Fraxinetum in Provence, then to Corsica.

But Otto was already receiving bad news from Rome. For just 
as little as the pious emperor, the impious pope kept his promise 
when he did not receive the expected benefits, but rather began to 
fear Otto's power, so that both heads of Christendom accused each 
other of breaking their oaths.

The pope, who had solemnly sworn allegiance to the emperor, 
now went over to the imperial enemies while he was fighting 
Berengar. As soon as Otto had turned his back on Rome, he 
conspired with half of Europe and beyond. On all sides
he told his agents. He contacted Byzantium with highly 
treacherous intentions. But in the process, Cardinal John, together 
with the Bishop of Velletri, was sent by secret mail to 
Constantinople.
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EIx "MoxSTRUM" IS pRoVided by the pope's throne
UI'4D DIES FROM A "STROKE"

In the spring of 9d3, news had also reached Otto in Pavia about 
the lustful life of the Holy Father, who had turned the papal palace 
into a brothel, squandering entire cities on his prostitutes, while 
the rain poured down through the collapsed church roofs onto the 
altars and no decent woman risked the pilgrimage to Rome for 
fear of falling into the hands of His Holiness. On November z, 
y63, Otto appeared before Rome, and while the city gates were 
opened to him after a short siege on the 3rd, Adalbert and the 
pope, who had just fled in full armor with his and Adalbert's 
trappings, including Saracenic ones, desperately resisting on the 
Tiber, hurriedly fled with the church treasury, apparently to take 
up residence in strong Tivoli. The Romans, however, swore 
allegiance to Otto and vowed never to elect or ordain a pope 
without the consent and confirmation of the exalted Emperor Otto 
and his son, King Otto. This -Oath of Rome-, which strengthened 
the papal election passus of the -Ottonianum", an oath that even 
the Carolingians did not dare to demand, became particularly 
important for the high-medieval papal history.

Three days later, on November 6, q63, a four-week council 
convened in St. Peter's under the presidency of the emperor.
seven cardinals and more than fifty bishops, but unfortunately, as 
the monarch regretted, not Pope Joan, of whom the -glorious and 
holy verse - found that he was "no longer one of those who wear 
sheep's clothing
but inwardly they are raging wolves, he rages so openly, he does 
the devil's work so openly that he dispenses with all detours.

In a first polite and urgent invitation to the summus pontifex 
et universalis papa, which he flushes out with a threat of 
excommunication of those assembled for the council, he was still 
apostrophized as -Your Doors'- (magnitudo vestra). In a second 
summons, they wished your
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"summo pontifici et universali papae, the Lord John- still -
salvation in the Lord", but already compared him to Judas,
"the traitor, or rather seller (proditor immo venditor) of our Lord 
Jesus Christ". At the following meeting, he was scolded as an 
unprecedented ulcer, which was recommended to be burned out 
with an appropriate branding iron and he was simply called a 
"monster". But the Pope went off t o  do something more 
important, hunting near Tivoli: "He had already gone into the 
field with quiver and bow" (Liutprand)."

The synod had neatly enumerated the long list of sins 
committed by the Vicar of Christ, sacrileges of all kinds, a 
plethora of the most serious impositions: Failure to take 
communion, failure to attend Catholic prayer times, irregularities 
in the ordination process, such as that of a deacon in a stable, 
trafficking in ministries, misappropriation of church property, 
contempt for the cross, mockery of the sacraments, apostasy to 
paganism, alliance with the devil, passion for hunting and 
gambling, various acts of fornication, adultery, blood libel, sexual 
intercourse with his father's concubine and her sister, etc, assaults 
on female pilgrims in St. Peter's, perjury, church robbery, arson, 
mutilation, castration and killing of a cardinal, blinding his 
godfather, murder of clergymen, etc.

Some things in this catalog of vices may well be exaggerated, 
perhaps even untrue. But then 7 cardinals and more than 5o 
bishops lied! And after all, the Council Fathers cited by Cardinal 
Benedict were partly based on their own
partly on eyewitness testimony, partly on certain knowledge. 
Indeed, they swore unanimously and at the risk of their eternal 
bliss - in which, of course, they themselves may hardly have 
believed - that John XII had not only committed the 
aforementioned crimes, but many more of the shameful ones. And 
the Pope's biographer also describes him in a completely negative 
light in the "Liber Pontificalis".

In the third session, a 4- December q63, the bishops, as Otto 
had naturally expected, if not ordered, pushed for a change:
-We therefore ask the glory of your imperial dignity,
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to expel from the Holy Roman Church that monster whose vices 
are not counterbalanced by any virtues ..." And so, contrary to 
the provision that the pope
- what had been observed in Leo III's and Paschalis I's processes
- John XII, who had not even been heard, nor defended, was 
summoned only twice instead of three times as canonically 
required, John, who had only recently anointed and crowned 
Otto, was unanimously deposed on his behalf on that day and, 
also contrary to the church statutes, a new pope, the emperor's 
candidate of course, was elected in St. Peter's Basilica, allegedly 
una voce, on
December 6, qö3: Leo VIII (q63-96y). Since the previous 
chancellor Leo was still a layman, he was given all ordinations, 
from the lowest of the ordines minores, the ostiarius (doorkeeper, 
for example Mesnex), through lector, acolyte, subdeacon and 
deacon to priest, in a single day and was ordained on December ö. 
Cardinal Sico of Ostia, assisted by the bishops of Porto and Albano, 
ordained him pope on December 8. '7

But the overthrow caused bad blood in Rome. John/Octavian 
was, after all, the son of the -great Albe-

rich-, was prince and church leader of the Romans. So it came to
January 3, q6¢, he himself instigated an attack on the emperor, for 
which the pontiff, who had fled to Corsica, received as his reward
-the treasure of St. Peter and all the churches (beati
Petri omniumqtie ecclesiarum pecuniam) is said to have promised
-  t h e  first Roman uprising against a German emperor, a 
murderous street fight, which Otto, warned on the same day, put 
down, of course, as his "warriors accustomed to carnage, fearless 
in heart and in the use of their weapons", pounced on the rebels - 
and drove them like hunting falcons a flock of birds into flight 
without resistance. Not wings, not baskets, not troughs, not the 
sewers could protect the fugitives. So they were crushed and, as 
happens t o  brave men, wounded everywhere in the back. Which of 
the Romans at that time would have done this?
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This is how Catholic church historians explain the wise actions of 
"Providence". But would it not have been wiser if it had spared 
John XII his fall, the Church its scandalous transformation - and 
us the papacy altogether?"

TURMOIL AND GRIEF
ix RonuxD ii'4 THE HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

The Romans, quickly forgetting the oaths they had taken, now 
elected a cardinal who had not only helped to remove John XII 
from office, but had also co-elected his own predecessor Leo: 
Bene- dict V (zz. . - z . ö. p6¢, d. q66). He was enthroned and it 
was promised that he would never be abandoned and that he 
would be defended at all costs. But the emperor wanted his pope. 
He led Leo
VIII, plundered, devastated the Roman territory and in June qöd 
besieged the city, in which, despite fires, hardships, epidemics, 
Pope Benedict, -a thoroughly worthy, drumming man- (Seppelt), 
drove the Romans to defend themselves. He took part personally, 
climbed the walls, incited his own and hurled his spells at the 
besieging army. But defeated by superior numbers, hunger and 
hardship, the besieged opened the gates on June 3. June, 
surrendered Benedict and vowed to the emperor and Leo VIII once 
again over the tomb of St. Peter Trcue. Benedict V, however, "the 
invader" (invasor: Liut- prand), was publicly condemned as a 
usurper at a synod in June q 4.
tor was condemned. Pope Leo stripped him of the insignia of the 
so-called
Dignity, stripped him of the papal pallium he had assumed, took 
the crosier from his hand and broke it into pieces in front of 
everyone. The deposed pope was demoted to diocese, exiled for 
ever and went into exile in Hamburg, where he died on July 4 
of the following year."

After Leo's death q6y, the usual turmoil broke out in Rome.
continue. Popes loyal to the emperor and hostile to the emperor 



replaced each other in
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one fought the other, banished, mutilated, murdered. At a synod 
of French prelates in Reims, Bishop Arnulf of Orleans, in one of 
the sharpest medieval attacks on the papacy, saw it very clearly in 
complete depravity, in crime, in disgrace, saw the present 
"blackened with such terrible night by papal Rome that it will still 
be notorious in the future". At that time, the "Antichrist in Rome" 
had already been at work for centuries - while Jesuit Hertling still 
wanted to make us believe in the middle of the 2000s: "No modern 
standards should be applied to these outrageous scandals".

But you can always say that. And you always say that. You 
can bagntellize everything with it. And that's why it's just a 
commonplace, repeated everywhere to this day, no, worse - 
because who is that stupid! - pure hypocrisy. The establishment 
and promotion of fascism by the popes can also be justified in 
this way - in fifty, five hundred years' time. Or the repeated 
authorization of the ABC war, the use of nuclear, biological 
and chemical weapons by Pope Pius XII....

Not applying today's standards? Understand situationally, 
temporarily? Understanding the spirit of the times? But who or 
what is that? Was it not and is it not always "the Lord's own 
spirit", the Christian spirit that h a s  e x i s t e d  for centuries? 
"We are the times; as we are, so are the times." None other than 
Augustine wrote this (1 yy ff.!). And Johannes Haller, the great 
papal historian, insists: -It was already no different: what was then 
called the holy apostolic Roman kitche presents itself to the 
observer as a building of very worldly rule, where, under the code 
name of St. Peters, ambition and covetousness struggle for throne 
and office, where the same weapons are used as elsewhere and the 
struggle for power takes on even cruder, more repulsive forms 
than anywhere else." And Haller quotes - despite this "almost 
literatureless time" - contemporaries who once felt the same way 
as we do. Such as that unknown poet in his apostrophe to Rome:
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and, after all kinds of skirmishes with his opponents, returned to 
Rome in triumph in November 966 at the head of an army of 
imperial and his own soldiers.

Shortly afterwards, Otto - the great Caesar crowned by God, 
the third Constantine, as the Pope praised him in a bull - left there
- deported the nobles involved in the uprising to Germany, but 
hanged the leaders of the people, the twelve militia commanders 
of the twelve regions of Rome, plus a thirteenth from Trasteve- 
re. For the city prefect Peter, who was seized while fleeing, 
His Holiness himself - proof of his creative imagination - had 
devised a bizarre special treatment, which even caught on in 
papal circles. First, the namesake of the Prince of the Apostles 
was hanged by the hair with a shorn beard on papal orders. For 
this, the Holy Father misused the equestrian statue of Marcus 
Aurelius as a pillory, which was (mistakenly) thought to be a 
monument to St. Constantine I (the so-called Caballus 
Constantini), which is why it stood in front of the Lateran. The 
naked man was then adorned with a cow's udder on his head 
and both hips, along with bells, and driven backwards on a 
donkey through the city with Peter having to hold his face 
against the animal's tail (its reins, so to speak). He was 
incarcerated and finally exiled to Germany. The pope's jailer in 
the Campagna, Count Rotfred, had already been slain, but 
w a s  dug up again by imperial order and thrown outside the 
city."

UPDATeRs AnD NuTzNIESSeRS ALSO IN ITALtRlJ:
THE KLERUS

From q6i until his death in 973, Otto I rarely stayed in Germany. 
He spent ten of the last twelve years of his life in Italy, waging 
three wars in the south against the Muslim Arabs and Christian 
Byzantium. To the north
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He was already present at Otto's coronation as emperor on 
February 16, q6z and received the highest favor the very next 
month. Not only did Otto confirm a number of concessions, 
immunity, royal protection and the right of inquisition to the 
Parmen Episcopal Church, but he also granted Hubert the rights of 
a count palatine over the city and surrounding area, making him 
sole ruler. Indeed, Otto also favors the prelate in Grafschahen, 
where the diocese has possessions - and a strategically favorably 
located church seat ... (Pauler). And, of course, Bishop Hubert 
also accompanied the emperor during the war; he even took over 
the office of archchancellor during the emperor's third Italian 
campaign, as the previous archchancellor, Wido of Modena, had 
once again backed out."

Bishop Wido of Modena (qd3-968), who changed fronts from 
time to time, first supporting Berengar's uprising, then Hugo's son 
Lothar, then Otto I, before going over to King Adalbert once 
again, was nevertheless given gifts from all sides. From Lothar he 
received, "dilectus fidelis noster", estates in the county of 
Comacchio, from Berengar II three castles. For a decade, from qyz 
to q6i, he was archchancellor to his lord, Berengnr, with a good 
relationship, of course. Then, having defected to Otto, he 
continued in the same office under Otto, for which he received 
from him the possessions of Berengar's sons Wido and Konrad in 
several counties, possibly without being able to derive much 
benefit from them. Roland Pauler, who follows the treachery of 
the notoriously disloyal prince of the church step by step, as a 
student of Hlawitschka, cannot help but praise Otto's highest 
advisor (summus consiliarius): "At first he strove to extend his 
own power, and even the means of treason was not too bad for 
him to achieve his goals; but then he fulfilled his duties as 
imperial bishop under the respective rulers, was archchancellor, 
missus and helper on the battlefield like a secular vassal as well.""

Honor to whom honor is due.
In other words, crimes must be committed within the right 

personal framework. That means: always in the most potent 
complicity.
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These Catholic lords have almost all been bellicose - for more 
than half a millennium! But no fort was won, no battle was 
fought, Bari was not conquered. Bishop Liutprand's diplomatic 
efforts in Constantinople also failed completely; whereupon he 
wrote his pamphlet -Gesandtschaft to the Emperor Nicephorus 
Phokas in Constantinople (whom he c a l l s  "burnt-out coal", "old 
woman", "forest devil", "wild sow", "horned ox",
"bristle cattle" and others, who for him had "eyes like a mole" and 
"a pig's face", in short "someone you wouldn't want to meet at 
midnight"). The basileus now demanded more: gnnz southern and 
central Italy, including Rome, and also promised Otto recognition 
of the imperial dignity.

The ruler of the west soon left the battle area, but sent a new 
contingent of troops, 5 Swabians and Saxons. After hearing mass 
in Benevento, it invaded Apulia with the blessing of Archbishop 
Landulf, cut off the noses of the captured and still Christian 
Byzantines after the victory at Asculum and sent them "back to 
the new Rome with their noses cut off" (Widukind) - "a notable 
success for the German weapons" (C.M. Hartmann).

In the spring of s7o, Otto himself advanced south again, 
devastated the area around Naples, set fire to Apulia far and wide 
and drove away the cattle. The Christian government of 
Byzantium threw Saracen mercenaries at the Christian Saxon 
emperor. However, even though Liutprand boasted in a rather 
noble manner that the "many weaklings" of Nicephorus, "who are 
only encouraged by their numbers, will be crushed by our few, 
but warlike, even war-thirsty soldiers", neither Otto I nor Otto II 
were able to permanently annex Apulia to the northern part of the 
empire.

One of the many Byzantine palace revolutions brought about a 
turning point in the battle of arms and diplomats.

n the night of io. to Li. December 969, Emperor Nike-
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phoros fell victim to a conspiracy between his wife and his 
cousin and rival Johannes Tzimiskes, a general. The bloody 
deed also benefited the church. Patriarch Polyeuktos
(s5 7O)used the change of ruler to his advantage. He denied the 
murderer the coronation until
The latter declared himself willing to revoke the Nikephoros 
provision against the takeover of monastic property and the 
admission to the office of bishop without imperial consent.

In the west, the upheaval led to peace, which left Apulia 
with Byzantium and Capua and Benevento with the German 
emperor. However, the desired bride, the Porphyrogenita Anna, 
was not obtained, but instead, with many relics, the princess 
Theophanø, a niece of the new emperor Johannes Tzimiskes, 
although not born in the Porphyra, in the imperial palace, but 
beautiful and intelligent. On
*4 April qyx, she was married to i6-year-old
Otto in St. Peter's Church in Rome and was married by Johann
XIII crowned empress*.

Otto "the Great" was able to satisfy his restless ambition to the 
extent that the Eastern Roman emperor murderer and emperor 
(perhaps also because he did not yet feel so tested in the saddle) 
did not recognize the Western Roman imperial dignity - a dignity 
that, as a rule, admittedly includes many more crimes against 
humanity than benefits for it. Yet for Otto, recognition as a second 
emperor with equal rights was "one of the most important goals of 
his life during the last years of his reign" (Glokker).*

When the emperor died on 7 May s7i at his palace in 
Memleben - not without -the strengthening of St. Thief- mar - the 
German Empire comprised around 6oo ooo square kilometers.
meters, to which were a d d e d  i 5o ooo to ISO OOO square 
kilometers south of the Alps. And according to Widukind, the 
people praised Otto for having "conquered the overpowering 
enemies, Avars (Hungarians), Sataces, Danes, Slavs, by force of 
arms, subjugated Italy, destroyed the Gorizia among the 
neighboring pagans, established places of worship and spiritual 
estates", yes, sic















ECB VM BAVEBN AND @ÖItk1EN 5k3

Bishop Hugo of Würzburg (q83-99o), a member of the 
imperial chapel, played a role at Otto 11th's court, as did the noble 
abbot Adso of Montier-en-Der (later known as the author of a 
treatise on the coming of the Anti- Christ) and the learned Gerbert 
of Aurilac, abbot, archbishop and finally pope (Silvester II).I

The son thus continued his father's politics, especially his 
ecclesiastical policy, not least in the east and north, albeit with 
less 'power', and had the bishops almost united behind him. In 
Italy, however, he went even further than Otto I had set out, 
intending from the outset to conquer the south of the country in 
order to rule it completely.

WARS FOR BxYsRN AND BOHMEN

Although his accession to the throne went smoothly, the new 
ruler soon suffered the same fate as the old one. For seven 
years at least, Otto 11 initially had to fend off strong opponents at 
home, especially from the Christian circle of relatives, above all 
Henry II of Bavaria (Q55M7 . 9 5MP5I-

The duke, whose nickname of the brawler (rixosus) was first 
used in the

And while his father Henry I of Bavaria was once the most 
dangerous opponent of Otto I, his brother, in his early years of 
rule, his son, Henry the Quarrelsome, soon became Otto II's most 
dangerous opponent in domestic politics. The power of the 
ambitious Bavarian was obviously enormous. It extended from 
the so-called Nordmark, today's Upper Palatinate, across the 
Bavarian heartland around the Isar, Inn and Danube, across the 
Ostmark, today's Austria, to the Italian Marches of Aquileia and 
Istria.

The reasons for Heinrich's elevation are not entirely clear, but



 

Rivalry motives, greed for power, the expansion of power, 
dreams of regency and feelings of threat were behind this. The 
indignation
The rebellion ls74M77) ftlnd backing from the remaining 
Luitpoldians alone, quickly spread to Swabia and Lotharingia, 
and even to Bohemia and Poland. In the process, the Bavarian
Bishops Abraham of Freising and two saints in the flesh, St. 
Wolfgang, Bishop of Regensburg, and St. Alboin, Bishop of 
Brixen, sided with the rebel. (And St. Wolfgang, educator of the 
duke's children, turned the quarreller's son into another, even 
more glorious s a i n t , whom we will unfortunately only meet in 
the next volume: St. Emperor Henry II.) But the bishops of Trier, 
Metz and Magdeburg also sided with the Bavarian. After all, 
bishops
"repeatedly took the side of the rebels in the Ottonian period", 
namely "as a rule bishops ... from the noblest noble families" 
(Althoff/Keller).

Since the plot was betrayed, Heinrich came to Ingel-
heim in custody. At the beginning of s7, he fled to 
Regensburg, which Otto II captured in the same summer after 
various military clashes in Bavaria, while the bishops fighting 
in his army excommunicated the brawler and his followers, but 
he himself escaped to Bohemia.

In the East, too, good Catholic princes stood against the good 
Catholic emperor. For example, the Pole Mieszko I, who had 
eagerly promoted the mission since his baptism and thus 
completed the "connection to Christian Europe" (Lübke). 
Shoulder to shoulder with him: his brother-in-law Boleslav II, 
unlike his father Boleslav I the -Graiisame- (p. 404 ff.) with the 
By-
name -'the Pious- (9 7 i973 loqq); a zealous patron of the clergy, 
builder and decorator of allegedly zo
churches, several monasteries, including the nunnery where his 
sister Milada became abbess under the name of Maria. The 
Prague cathedral dean Cosmas (d. i izy) saw in his
-Chronica Boemoriim', the first Bohemian chronicle, in Bo- leslav 
II, the rebel against the Christian emperor, was virtually



"the true and pure love of Christ" glows. "Everything that 
righteousness
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'When it came to Catholicism, the Catholic faith, the Christian 
religion, he took it o n  with zeal.

But Otto II also attacked the Christ-loving Tsehechen prince, 
the ally of the rebellious brawler, with fiery zeal in three 
campaigns. He devastated Böhf£lfl< 975 and 7*. but, despite a 
strong army, was unable to defeat the
both nothing at all. On the contrary, a large Bavarian aid 
organization
The 2nd troop was annihilated in a camp near Pilsen on the march 
to Orto's support, as Bavaria was once again divided. -The 
Bavarians were watching in the evening, without securing 
themselves with guards. The armored enemy was already there, 
struck down those running naked towards him in their tents and 
on the meadows and returned home happy and unharmed with all 
the spoils (Thietmar).

While the emperor was operating in Bohemia, the quarrelsome 
Bavarian took advantage of t h e  time in Bavaria and the 
"Revolt of the Three Henrys" took place, which was even joined 
by powerful Saxons such as Margrave Gunther of Merseburg and 
Count Dedi of Wettin. Henry of Bavaria now occupied the 
episcopal city of Passau, which was important for the connection 
to Bohemia. This happened together with the
Henry the Younger, the son of Duke Berthold from the influential 
Luitpoldinger dynasty, who had just been elevated to Duke of 
Carinthia by Otto and was now waging a vile war against him.
pe. Meanwhile, the third Henry, Bishop Henry I of Augsburg, 
also from Luipold, secured the Danube route, above all by 
occupying the strategically important Neuburg.

It was not until August sz7 that Otto was able to subdue 
Bohemia on a third military campaign and also conquer Passau in 
September. He left
and banished the three Henrys at the Magdeburg court meeting in 
spring 97. The brawler was sent to Utrecht to Bishop Folkmar, 
before Otto II's chancellor, and remained there until the
death of the emperor. The bishop then released him and joined 
him. Duke Henry III the Younger of Carinthia was also put 
behind bars for five years, whereas the third in the alliance, 



Bishop Henry of Augsburg, was only imprisoned for about four 
years.
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The Saxon emperors, who were opposed to the prelates' claims 
by the secular greats. This led to' -as8 they entrusted the 
bishops and abbots with many a right previously reserved to the 
counts or left its exercise to them without special authorization. 
Thus there is almost no precise information about the transfer of 
the right to mint coins, and yet in the last decades of the io. 
Nevertheless, the bishops had coinage workshops in their 
hands in the last decades of the io. Some levies from trade, 
including the appointment of a count chosen by them, were left 
to them ... Finally, the emperors showered the prelates with 
estates, giving them palaces, forests, hunting rights and even 
entire counties. Over the course of a century, from qyo to ioyo, 
the bishoprics were transformed into autonomous principalities 
whose sole lords were the prelates. In some cases, this led to 
the creation of impressive territories, giving rise in Lorraine to 
what history calls the 'Trois-Evéchés' (Three Bishoprics) 
(Parisse).

After Brun's death, his duchy remained unoccupied until
<* - - 977 to the West Frankish Carolingian Charles, the younger 
brother of the Franconian King Lothar (qy -986).

Charles, the penultimate descendant of Charlemagne in the 
purely male line, thus descended from the Carolingian dynasty 
on his father's side and the Ottonian dynasty on his mother's 
side, was the younger son of King Louis IV of France and his 
wife Gerberga, the sister of Otto 1, and was disadvantaged in 
many respects by his brother Lothar. For his part, however, he 
had seriously offended his wife Emma, a first daughter of 
Empress Adelheid, by accusing her of adultery with Lothar's 
former chancellor, Bishop Adalbero of Laon (a nephew of 
Archbishop Adalbero of Rheims). And since Charlemagne's 
appointment as Duke of Nicderlotharingia
197 QI), Lothar must have feared the rivalry of his unfortunate 
brother, this sad victim of the ongoing power struggle between the 
French and German kingdoms¡ he must have found it threatening, 
especially since the rivalry he had created - against the 
Carolingian
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skippers, helpers with eye and foot ailments, back pain, but also
-General" emergency helper. Later, axes worn on the rosary, the 
so-called "Wolfgangshacke", were often sold as "Wolfgang 
medals", "hence the chopping brotherhoods". During his 
lifetime, he promoted "the piety and morality of the people", and 
as a bishop he continued the strict life of the monk; he divided 
his time between prayer, official work and study (Lexikon für 
Theologie und Kirche) - and occasional small campaigns, such as 
those against the evil West Franks (French).

However, the Magdeburg canon and zealous missionary 
archbishop Brun von Quedurt, under the impression of the 
Cluniac reforms and personal animosities, condemned the king's 
invasion of France and wrote: -It would be better to fight zealously 
against the pagans instead of gathering a stately army against the 
Christian brothers, the Carolingian Franks.-A Catholic pacifist 
and saint, as he is in the book: -Enforced the principle of peaceful 
mission of persuasion without rejecting missionary war outright" 
(Lexikon für Theologie und Kirche).

Otto II advanced almost as far as Paris in the fall of97  , 
devastating and burning down everything (Thietmar), but sparing 
churches and monasteries. Yes, he gave them gifts and prayed in 
them¡ but he also destroyed the old Carolingian palaces at-
tigny, Soissons and Compiegne, a serious loss of the power of 
western kingship. And before the approaching winter, lack of food 
and the outbreak of disease forced him to retreat in November, he 
gathered all the priests in his army on Montmartre and had them 
thunder a hallelujah over the city.

St. Wolfgang, the eloquent preacher of a living gospel, also 
cried out at the time: "Behold, this is what faith does, it bears such 
fruit." And when he jumped into the water over the swollen Aisne 
during the glorious retreat, his followers followed him before the 
pursuing French. -No one lost his life-, report Wetzer/Zelte - 
almost a miracle.
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WAR I NORTH

JNI

The Franks had expanded their empire in all directions, including 
towards Scandinavia. The important trading center of Haithabu 
(Hedeby) in northern Schleswig played a particularly prominent 
role in the history of the war. It was located on Danish territory, 
although not far from the border with the Saxons, who were once 
not among the
In J>- 4, King Gudfred (G'attrik) had negotiated from Haithabu 
with Charles the Great, who stood on the other side of the Elbe 
and, contrary to custom, had two
had to wage defensive wars against the aggressive Danes

However, he also wanted to protect himself and was probably 
already working on the Danewerk (-Göttrikswall-, named in 
written sources in 8o8), the mighty fortification of the long wall 
type that also touched Haithabu, which the Danes built from the 
8th to the end of the in. The Danes built this fortification from the 
8th to the end of the 16th century to block access to Jutland 
between the North and Baltic Seas; a defense system primarily 
against Franks and Germans. In the q. St. Ansgar, the first 
Archbishop of Hainburg-Bremen (p. Ryo ff.), who preferred to 
work in Denmark and southern Sweden at long-distance trading 
posts, also built a church in Haithabu, which made the trading 
post the preferred destination for Christian merchants (Riis).

In the zo. Henry I's victory over Gnuba P34 near Haithabu 
pushed the border up a little. Then Otto 1. forced the Danes, with 
whom Germans and Chri-
The German emperors, who hated the Danes, used force to 
introduce the Good News. And as late as Easter s7i, Harald 
Gormsson Blauzahn (p. 47s ), the first Christian Danish king, had 
the German Emperor
interest", but apparently had to do so the following year.
no longer felt like it. An uprising broke out and the Danes 
invaded northern Albingia in the spring of 974 in alliance with the 
Norwegian Jarl Hakon, a pagan. Otto repulsed them in the fall,









wenchristeri Mistui, for whom the whole thing, reality and 
wonder, had a fatal effect on his stomach and mind. For: "Later, 
Mistui went mad and was put in chains; when he was sprinkled 
with holy water, he cried out: -'St. Lauren- tius burn me!' and died 
miserably without regaining h i s  freedom."

But after the Slavs on foot and on horseback and without losses,
"with the help of their gods led by trombone blowers", had raged 
far and wide, the Christians renounced them. The Archbishop of 
Magdeburg, Giseler, the great bribery specialist (p. yzi f., 6i f.), 
who was particularly favoured by the Liutices, and Bishop Hil- 
deward of Halberstadt united their warriors with the troops of the 
noble Margrave Thiedrich and other count's journeymen. -They 
all," says Thietmar von Mersebiirg, "h e a r d  mass on Saturday 
morning, strengthened body and soul through the heavenly 
sacrament, broke into the oncoming enemies with trust in God and 
struck them down; only a few were able to escape to a hill. The 
victors praised God, who is so wonderful in all his works, and 
once again the true words of our teacher Paul proved themselves 
true: 'There is no wisdom, nor valor, nor counsel against the Lord.

However, even if this slaughter on the Tangier (south of 
Stendal) in August q83 threw the Slavs back across the Elbe, the 
victors no longer followed them. The very next day they returned
-The entire army, with the exception of three, returned home 
cheerfully and acclaimed by all, like triumphant butchers. Otto's -
the Great- conquest (his -border protection and his missionary 
work": Hlawitschka) east of the Elbe was lost, the Elbe the 
eastern border of the empire. And Otto II was unfortunately no 
longer able to carry out "his own activities" there.
(Hlawitschka). Further Christian campaigns - after s 3, wars were 
waged against the Liutizi almost every year - achieved nothing. 
For about iyo years, the Elbe Slavs were able to become 
independent.

Only towards the middle of the iz. The bishops of Brandenburg 
and Havelberg returned to their seats in the middle of the 19th 

century. Only the Sorbian territories in the south, which were not 
involved in the uprising, remained under German rule. These
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Sorbs did not slay the M ssionars, but mocked them. Their 
leaders, sometimes even called kings, did not allow themselves to 
be baptized with their tribes, as was so often the case with the 
north-western Slavs. -These Slavic princes apparently perished in 
the Central Elbian lands due to their resistance to Germanness and 
Christianity¡ no source reports of their descendants 
(Schlesinger)."

CxPO DI COLOGNE - THE FIRST BIG 
NOVEL OF THE OTTONIAN DASTIE

In Italy, Otto, who wanted to further increase his father's 
commitment there, was probably concerned from the outset 
with attack and expansion. However, when he moved to the 
south in the autumn of q8o, it was, according to his confession, 
primarily for the sake of church property, to return stolen church 
property and property squandered by the bishops to the 
churches. He had already made gifts to religious houses and 
bishoprics, such as St. Gallen and the diocese of Chur. Then it 
was the turn of the northern Italian bishoprics and monasteries 
to receive gifts, and finally, from Rome, those further south."

Not everything was going well in the Holy City either.
John XIII, who 7 had crowned the twelve-year-old Otto II as 

co-emperor, had been succeeded by Benedict VI (s73M74) The 
imperial party had elected him and Otto I had confirmed him. 
With ecclesiastical means, he tried to favor his own family as 
much as possible, but in June s74', when the change of throne in 
Germany got him into trouble, he was overthrown and locked up 
in the chapel of Castel Sant'Angelo. There, the new Pope 
Boniface
VII (9y , q8 -98J), described by contemporaries as a monster, 
was murdered by the priest Stephen and his brother. In the 
meantime, the imperial missus Count Sikko had approached from 
Spoleto and Pope Boniface had fled from the agitated Romans to 
Castel Sant'Angelo. But when Sikko had it stormed, the
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che. Anti-pope Boniface VII had fled to Eastern Roman territory 
and the pope in Rome supported the emperor by elevating Salerno 
to an archbishopric and granting him a territory that extended far 
into Byzantine territory.  The same applied to the elevation of the 
diocese of Trani to an archbishopric. ]a, while still in Dalmatia, 
the Pope is said to have agitated against Byzantium and to have 
withdrawn Du- brovnik from the Greek Church as a separate 
archbishopric and placed it under Roman obedience.

Apparently, Otto first decided on war in Rome and then 
requested the xioo armored horsemen from ecclesiastical and 
secular grandees for reinforcement. While he a d v a n c e d  as far 
as Calabria, the Byzantine garrisons remained neutral, but did not 
open the gates to the emperor. However, the Emir of Sicily, Abul 
Kasim, who had already made conquests in Calabria and Apulia, 
called for a holy war and confronted the Germans at Capo di 
Colonne, south of Cotrone, in mid-July q8z with a huge force that 
had moved onto the mainland. -On both sides, the fighters were 
focused on the afterlife (Uhlirz).

The imperial armored horsemen shattered the Saracen battle 
lines in the first assault, blowing them apart. The emir himself fell 
under a sword blow and was venerated as a holy martyr. But 
while the Christians, after great initial successes and in the belief 
that they h a d  already achieved victory, planned to encamp on the 
battlefield and celebrate their triumph, the fvlosIems, reinforced 
by reserves, broke out of the mountains, pushed the Germans 
towards the sea, slaughtered them, killed some of their leaders, 
several dukes and a dozen counts, captured others, including 
Bishop Peter of Vercelli, who remained in Arab custody for years, 
captured the relics and left some dead Christians in the forest. 
Others perished fleeing from thirst and exhaustion. Almost every 
German Book of the Dead contains an entry commemorating a 
casualty in the unfortunate battle" (C.M. Hartmann).

It was the first major defeat of the Ottonian dynasty.







iz. CHAPTER

EMPEROR OTTO III (y8)-IOO2.)

-The missionary work was too closely linked to political goals to 
find much support among the Wends. Therefore, when the 

Ljutices unleashed the great uprising in 98, the church work 
that had been built up with the dioceses of Havelberg, 

Brandenburg and Oldenburg collapsed completely on the 
Elbe.

-At the end of the year, the boy king, partly still wearing his 
child's uniform, goes into the field - Johannes Fried'

-Unab1essingly, the king raids the Slavs with fierce raids - 
Thittmar von Mtrseburg'

-The imperial duty of protection towards the Roman Church 
was undoubtedly a very real task for Otto III, and

He used the empire's means of power with unprecedented 
consistency to defend the libenas of the Roman Church 

against the encroachments of secular rulers in Rome." Knuc 
Corich







 

 

was strongly accentuated in Christian terms, and was also placed 
on the horizon of salvation (the blue - or black - haze), so to 
speak, there should be no serious doubt as to whether he himself 
wanted to be a world ruler or a saint, or both at the same time. 
The only decisive factor was to retain, consolidate and possibly 
extend his power, whether the "concept" was oriented one way or 
the other - if he had one.

THROxxoxRuCT BY HEIHRICH DERKER AND Dls 
BISCHÖFE

The news of Otto 11's death * December 7 q 3 n Rome arrived in 
Aachen shortly after Otto III's coronation at Christmas (the 
messengers traveled an average of 7 kilometers per day at that 
time).
back) and -put an end to the feast of joy" (Thietmar). Dar-
The rule formally passed to the then three-year-old, the last of the 
four children that Otto II and Theophanu had together. When the 
heir to the throne qq¢ came of age according t o  medieval law, he 
was fourteen, and when he died, room, not yet twenty-two.

The dispute over the regency began immediately after his 
father's death. Duke Henry II of Bavaria - the "brawler", a nephew 
of Otto - the "Great" and the closest male relative, sought not only 
the power of government, but also the crown. And since treaties 
were only valid inter vivos, ending with the death of the other 
party, Bishop Volkmar of Utrecht had released the duke from the 
Hah right at the beginning of s84 and hurried with him to 
Cologne. There, Archbishop Warin, to whom the imperial father 
had once entrusted the child and his coronation insignia, 
apparently handed them over without any reluctance. And now 
the wrangler, which was probably what made his success possible 
in the first place, used promises and bribery to at least temporarily 
draw all the Germans to his side.
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now switched back to the other camp. There were negotiations, 
battles, robberies, whereby Adelheid, the eldest daughter of Otto 
11th, presumably stolen by the wrangler and later abbess of 
Quedlinburg (then also of Gernrode, Vreden, Gandersheim), 
was abducted from Ala Castle (probably near the silver mines 
near Goslar) - and the many possessions kept there (Thietmar). 
Finally, however, Henry had to surrender on June qq. June q8§ 
at the Imperial Diet of Rara (in Thuringian Rohr), surrender 
Otto to Theophanu and Adelheid and thus renounce the crown'.

IN THE ID FROMMER FnnUES AND DBs KLBRUS

As Adelheid, the wife of Otto I and rival of Theophanus, 
moved q8y from court to Italy, the young mother Theophanu, 
who was born around q, reigned over the underage heir to the 
throne for seven years in a hitherto unusual manner, with two 
prelates playing a decisive role: Archbishop Willi- gis and the 
chancellor Bishop Hildibald of Worms, the forger of g royal 
charters in his favor (p. 5za).

Theophanus' parentage is not known for certain. She was 
probably the daughter of the Byzantine emperor Romanos II, but 
she was certainly politically talented, ambitious, even educated 
and pious. Accordingly, she devoted herself to the education of 
her son after Otto II's death. Two of her daughters became non-
Sophie Abbess of Gandersheim (p. J74 ff.), Adelheid Abbess of 
Quedlinburg, her granddaughter Theophanu Abbess of Essen. 
(Later, during his presence in Italy (since qqy], Otto III made the 
abbess Mathilde of Quedlinburg, his
aunt, as his deputy in Saxony).

Otto II's widow not only occasionally issued documents as -
Theo- phanu by the grace of God Empress", yes, with the 
masculinized -Theophanius imperator augustus", Lord Emperor 
Theopha- nius- (if there is no copyist's error), but she also reigned 
as -Theophanius imperator augustus".
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God could hardly avoid "working numerous miracles at her 
grave" (Thietmar). Around half of all Adelheid's surviving deeds 
of donation name monasteries as recipients. She herself did not 
reside in Pavia, the old Lombard royal city, but in the nunnery of 
SS. Salvator and Julia, perhaps because its income and extensive 
possessions were more suitable as a basis for rebuilding her 
power. The mistress of the realm was influenced by the Cluniac 
reform, was herself a main supporter of it and was friends with the 
abbots Majolus and Odilo of Cluny (the latter her biographer).

Not to be forgotten among these imperial ladies is Otto I's 
daughter Mathilde, who has already been mentioned occasionally 
and whom her father had already made abbess of Quedlinburg at the 
age of I. She played a very political role, especially under her 
brother Otto II, whom she accompanied on trips to Italy, and 
under Otto III, as whose deputy she established herself in Saxony.

All these dominae imperiales, especially Theophanu and
St. Adelheid, her spiritual advisors, especially Archbishop and 
Imperial Archchancellor Willigis of Mainz, who barely left the 
young king's side for years, and Chancellor Bishop Hildibald 
of Worms, had extraordinary influence. The so-called 
Gandersheim Controversy ( 574 +.) shows how little Willigis, for 
example, endowed by the Pope with extensive prerogatives over 
all the archbishops of Germania and Gaul, cared for Empress 
Theophanu when it did not suit him. It was at times
more of a clergy regiment than a women's regiment; especially in 
the first year of
reshälfte 9q3, the bishops Willigis and Hildibald seem to have 
administered the realm alone" (Böhmer). But even beyond that, 
"the importance of the two ecclesiastical rulers ... increased even 
more. On the other hand, the king's prestige declined more and 
more during the period of tutelary rule" (Glocker). This is also 
true of other prelates, of Hatto I of Mainz (p. 3¢y) or in the ii. 
Century of the Metropolitan Adalbert of Hamburg-Bremen and 
his counterpart Anno 11. of Cologne, -as even-
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The bishops, who were entrusted with something like the 
regency of the empire, acted gloriously and anniaBend 
(Althoff), sometimes effectively usurping the leadership of 
imperial affairs.
- Archbishop Giselhcr of Magdeburg also had the following in the 
years
99a biG 9s4 apparently had close contacts with the Court.

Even in the case of potentates who ruled more or less 
independently, their immediate surroundings played a ma0- terial 
role in many respects, not least because without their mediation 
no one had access to the king¡ his confidants could grant or deny 
an interview with him.

When Otto qq¢ came of age, the influence of both Adelheid 
and the two church princes Willigis and Hildi soon declined 
considerably, as can be seen from their reduced interventions. 
However, the young monarch promoted other priests. For 
example, he immediately installed the early friend of his, Canon 
Heribert, Archbishop of Cologne (q99-102.1), as chancellor in 
Italy. Four years later - a sign of Otto's high esteem - he also took 
over the German chancellorship and thus held office for the entire 
empire. qq6 Otto nominated his chaplain and cousin Briin to the 
papacy, who then ascended the Holy See as Gregory V

Bishop Leo of Vercelli (q IO2d), the successor to his 
predecessor Peter, who had been murdered by Margrave Arduin of 
Ivrea, was also held in high esteem by the young ruler. Leo, an 
Italian, had been a member of the court chapel since pqä and, 
alongside Gerbert, was perhaps Otto III's most important political 
advisor, having been imperial chancellor since iooo, whereby the 
bishop by no means overlooked his own ntitzen and power, e.g. 
collecting the estates of Count Arduin and those of his supporters.

Bishop Notker of Liège, who r e c e i v e d  several counties 
from Otto and was called upon to undertake several journeys to 
Italy in the royal service, was also important at court (q8 qo, 
qq6, qq8-iooz). Frequently involved in governmental affairs and 
other undertakings of the regent, as well as the recipient of royal 
gifts and heirs, was the high noble Henry I of Würzburg, who 



gave up his episcopal see to his (opposing)
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brother and chancellor Heribert, who in return became 
Archbishop of Cologne (other relatives, presumably nephews, are 
Bishops Heribert and Gezemann of Eichstätt).

BETwEEN THE PxPST AND THE PxPST

St. Bernward, already mentioned above, who came from the 
Saxon high nobility, is also a typical representative of the 
Ottonian imperial episcopate; since q87 II of the court chapel, 
since
q8q tutor of Otto, be P93 Bishop of Hildesheim. (High 
ecclesiastical positions also accumulated in his family: uncle
Folkmar is Bishop of Utrecht, another relative, Er- chanbald, 
Archbishop of Mainz, his sister Judith is abbess of the 
Immedingian monastery of Ringelheim, his aunt Rotgard abbess 
of the imperial monastery of Hilwartshausen, another relative, 
Frideruna, abbess of Steterburg).

Despite various educational and governmental activities
Bcrnward still has time to raise so-called church

zc)ir, firidet ez Meity immcr)iin steden ,years {z'xw-zooy), with

to fight Archbishop Willigis for the Gandersheim monastery and 
to win (p. y7 6 ff.); he also finds time to build fortifications (a ring of 
walls with towers around his episcopal see)
and castles (Mttndburg and Warenholz). •••7 And hei all this, he 
not only wields the peder for Otto, but also the sword: qq / 99$
against the Elb6lavs, IOOo/iooi before TiYoli and in defeating the 
city Roman revolt, indeed, he took part, learned is learned, in a 
military campaign of Henry II of the
saint, but in the year of his death he quickly slipped into
a monk's habit, a Benedictine habit - and also became a saint: ani 
xi. December I iqT. After all, he was
-Everywhere blessed", "everywhere uur Streiter der heiligen 
Kirche wegen" (Wetzer/Welte).

Otro was greatly influenced during his stay in Rome.
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The young emperor never denied him a wish. As a result of his 
outstanding knowledge, particularly in the fields of science, 
mathematics and music, and his truly phenomenal knowledge of 
Arab culture and the intellectual world, he had already been 
introduced to Otto 1. q8z Gerbert became abbot of the northern 
Italian monastery of Bobbio (the prize for his disputation victory 
in Ravenna in the year ztivor over the Saxon cathedral scholaster 
Ohtrich before Otto lI). In 99s Gerbert was promoted to 
Archbishop of Reims, where he was unable to stay and even had 
to fear for his life. qq8 he became Archbishop of Ravenna, and a 
year later, on the advice of Abbot Odilo of Cluny, Pope (Silvester 
II).

Even before Otto's coronation as emperor, Gerbert was to be 
found in the imperial entourage, "and, just as he had already 
managed to interest the ageing Otto I and then to win the lucrative 
favor of Otto II through his dialectical skills, he now also knew 
how to win over the young emperor completely" (Böhmer). He is 
said to have talked to him day and night.

St. Adalbert, a son of Prince Slavnik of Libice, the most 
important f-amily in Bohemia after the Plemyslids, also exerted a 
striking influence on the ruler in Rome. Adalbert became bishop 
of Prague, but fought in vain against the pagan customs of the 
Czechs and made a name for himself because of his
In 88 he went to Rome, where Theophanu showered him with 
gifts, as he was supposed to pray for the salvation of her 
deceased husband. Although he resumed his seat in Prague pqz, 
after the break with Duke Boleslav he moved to Aachen around 
99fl995 to see Otto III and from there again to Rome, where 
Otto was also back. And after Otto's return to the north qq6, 
Adalbert, if he had not already crossed the Alps with the 
emperor, soon found himself in Mainz, where he was even 
allowed to share his bedroom with him - like a much-loved valet 
de chambre (dulcissimtis cubicularius).

Just as the bishop had always done for the young regent, 
Adalbert's







 

 

of the Dowager Empress Adelheid. She then retired to her
He returned to the Alsatian monastery of Selz (p47) and Otto III 
assumed de facto rule. A devastating campaign led him, 
supported by Polish and Bohemian troops, to the monastery of 
Selz in the summer of
'yq$ against the Obodrites in East Holstein and Mecklenburg, 
whereby he astonishingly expanded the diocese of MeiBen and 
multiplied the tithes - if the royal charter is not a forgery, as has 
often been rumored and claimed.

Then the young ruler was driven to the south. He marched qqy 
out of Regensburg with a song of psa1men. Still in winter, very 
unusually, he crossed the Brenner Pass, carrying the Holy Lanxe 
in front of the army, a symbol of his claim to Italy and the empire. 
In Pavia, the Italian Gauls paid homage to him and took the oath 
of allegiance. On May 8, Otto appeared before Rome.

3CENES AROUND THE HOLY COW L

As was usual at the time, the papal court w a s  quite animated.
In the turmoil following the death of Otto II, Boniface VII (p. 

36 f.) returned to the Holy City in the spring of q8, well provided 
with weapons and gold from Constantinople. He had the reigning 
pope, the former Italian chancellor of Otto 11, Bishop Pe-
trus of Pavia, JOhann XIV.l9 3M  J), mifthandeln, four months 
in a dungeon of the Castel Sant'Angelo, then starved to death or, 
according to other reports, poisoned (the epitaphs in St.
Peter discreetly passes over the circumstances of his death). And 
now reigned as Boniface VII for a year before he himself was 
liquidated; his pontifical cloak torn off, his naked body destroyed, 
dragged out of the palace by his legs and through the streets.

Boniface VII, whom the vernacular later called Malefatius, 
Gerbert of Aurillac "monstrum horrendum", but whom Rome did 
not install as antipope until IqO¢, was followed at the end of July 
by the Roman









 

And what had the noble Breisgau count accomplished! He had 
the captured antipope miserably martyred, his hands mutilated, his 
eyes torn out, his nose, lips, tongue and ears cut off. The 
Quedlinburg annals emphasize that the perpetrators were not 
friends of the emperor, but "friends of Christ". H o w e v e r , the 
man maltreated by the imperial soldiery was now also brought 
before the Pope, who formally deposed him and treated him 
according to the ritual of divestiture customary in the Church of 
Christ. Gregory, a reform-conscious, not uneducated pope, whose 
epitaph praises his ability to preach in Latin, French and German, 
now had the blinded, deaf and speechless John XVI wrapped in 
papal robes once again in the church and tore them off him piece 
by piece.

In the meantime, a compatriot of the miserable victim, St. 
Nilus, an 88-year-old old man admired throughout Italy, had 
rushed over. The emperor and pope brought him into the Lateran 
full of reverence, kissed his hands and allowed him to take a seat 
between them. But he expressed only one wish, that poor Phil- 
agathos, who had raised them both from the baptism and had now 
been mutilated by them and robbed of his eyes, should be brought 
to his cloister for a joint lamentation of the sins he had committed. 
The emperor, who w a s  supposedly in tears, was prepared to give 
in. But the pope wanted to enjoy his revenge to the full. Instead of 
crowning the blind man with a papal headdress, he had him 
'crowned with an udder' and, sitting backwards on a donkey with 
its tail in his hand as a rein - a macabre plagiarism (cf. p. 5 io) - 
rode through Rome to a monastery dungeon, where he is said to 
have vegetated for years. If the news is true, Otto apologized to 
Nilus through a high clergyman, who replied, however, that the 
emperor and the pope had done to him, indeed to God himself, 
what they had done to the unfortunate Philagathos, and that God 
would forgive them as little as they forgave Philagathos. And left 
Rome the same day."
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The rebel Crescentius, however, had fled to Castel 
Sant'Angelo. It was considered impregnable, was besieged for 
two months, attacked day and night, it is said, and taken by storm 
on April 8 by Margrave Ekkehard von MeiBen. April by 
Margrave Ekkehard von MeiBen. (The emperor generously 
rewarded the warrior, who was also martial in the east against the 
Slavs, with land. However, when the room wanted to succeed the 
childless ruler, he was murdered by a clique of nobles led by 
Counts Heinrich and Udo von Katlenburg in the Palatinate of 
Pöhlde, presumably out of personal revenge).

Tammo, the brother of Bishop Bern ward of Hildesheim and a 
friend of Otto, had sworn to protect Crescentius' life on his 
orders. Several Italian sources speak of such sworn guarantees 
of safety, while other contemporary sources confirm at least the 
gist of it. However, Crescentius had been deceived and, as 
there was "nothing to mitigate or deny", he had been forced to 
swear an oath to protect his life at the instigation of a man 
hostile to him.
Pope was executed as a traitor (Uhlirz). Apparently at the Holy 
Father's suggestion, he was beheaded together with twelve of his 
sub- leaders on the highest point of Castel Sant'Angelo, visible to 
all, and his body was thrown from the battlements, dragged 
through the marshy streets of Rome by cows and hung upside 
down with the twelve executed men on a cross on Monte Mario 
above the Vatican. The pope was not xim- perous, and the 
thought of hanging probably appealed to him. He persuaded a 
count of Sabina named Benedict, with whom the Holy Father was 
arguing over stolen church property, to give in by threatening to 
hang the count's captured son in front of him.

Pope Gregory V, utterly detested by the Romans, died suddenly 
in the spring of qg$ - after an efficient administration (Bishop 
Thietmar) - but hardly from poison, as was rumored, but from 
malaria. There is also a rumor in the Vita Nili that he was blinded; 
the pope's eyes were torn out - presumably a literary reaction to 
his cruelty towards the antipope the year before."
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German sources speak of the Roman cesspit, which the 
emperor had to clean out. They scold Crescentius
-perversus", membrum diaboli". And even Gerd Althoff, who has 
a lot to say against the emperor and the pope here, wants to 
exonerate both brutalities by explaining them "less from 
individual sensitivities such as a desire for revenge, 
disappointment and bitterness" than by the "rules of the game of 
the Io. century", the "rules of the time". Inferior parties were 
granted leniency, but only once, the first time, and w e r e  not 
spared in subsequent cases.

Well, aside from the fact that there are counterexamples, quite a 
few - those

-rules were Christian rules. Christians made them, Christians 
practiced them. The -time- was not to blame, the man of the time 
was. But strictly speaking, not even him. The custom, the law, the 
law, the thinking, the faith of the time were to blame. But all of 
this had been Christian for centuries! It should, had to be 
Christian - at all costs! Even and especially at the cost of life. So 
we are always interested in what Christians have done in the name 
of Christianity, the church, the state or on their own initiative, not 
least against the basic commandments of their religion itself. That 
alone is our topic. Deeply anti-human, human-humiliating, 
human-destroying behavior by Christians at all times and 
everywhere.

In the East, for example. Even the child Otto III had to "earn 
his spurs" there, according to Wolfgang Menzel, one of the 
German sharpshooters of the iq. century, "to earn his spurs"."
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The sources regularly report that year after year
-With fire and sword" (incendiis et caedibus) the whole of 
Slaveland (totam terram) was devastated, whereby the murderous 
burning was sensibly opened on the "usual date" (JBöhmer), on 
the Assumption of Mary."

FOURTEEN1'4 YEARS OF PERMANENT WAR AGAINST THE 
ELBS LAWEN

Obviously determined by the current historical constellation, at 
least part of German medieval studies plays down this 
continued terror in the East very discreetly. Thus Eduard 
Hlawitschka, in his "Studienbuch" (!), on the occasion of 
Theophanus' Ostpolitik, only briefly mentions that the Saxons 
"repeatedly attacked the Elbe Slavs", on Adelheid's regency, just 
in half a line, -fights against the Liutices and Abodrites qqi-9q ", 
and Otto III himself leads only two short campaigns against the 
rebels -in the summer of qpy.

In reality, it is about a continuous war lasting almost fourteen 
years, in which the empire, initiating a new eastern policy, now 
also joined forces with the Poles under Mieszko, which had the 
advantage that the Liutizen could be pinned down from two sides, 
from the west and the east, or attacked together. (The name 
"Liutizen" came into use in the course of the to. The name 
"Liutizen" replaced the older term "Wilzen-.)
Archbishop Giselher, who still stood by Henry the Quarrelsome 
with the Duke of Poland, probably arranged this alliance.

As early as y85, a Saxon army with the participation of 
Mieszko invades Liutizenland and devastates it. Two more
The war campaigns of the Germans 9 ufld q 7. are directed at 
the Liutizen and Boleslav of Bohemia, who refuses to surrender 
the Mark Meifien lost to him p8d (and recaptured the following 
year).
give. Mieszko of Poland also supports these attacks, ta, the six-
year-old king accompanies the procession of the year q8ö, 



apparently to "cheer on" the increasingly tired or even unruly
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But that was not enough. Without waiting for his replacement, 
Margrave Liuthar, Thietmar's uncle, Giselher left the castle, as his 
guard duty had expired in the meantime, met the approaching 
count on the way, whose command she was now under - 
"recommended her to him urgently and departed". In the 
meantime, however, the Slavs had entered the unguarded fortress 
and set it on fire, and Liiitkar found it already in smoke and 
flames as he approached - tried in vain to persuade the archbishop 
to turn back through a messenger. The prelate refused all help and 
returned home. The count, however, was unable to extinguish the 
castle, which was on fire, and had to give up "the gate open to the 
enemy", then have himself charged before the emperor and cleared 
of the accusation of guilt with an oath.

During these campaigns, on which Otto III.
"(incendio et magna depredacione vastavit), he was also 

accompanied by the former Archbishop of Reims, Gerbert of 
Aurillac, the future Silvester II, the first French pope. 

Furthermore, Archbishop Willigis of Mainz, despite his age, and 
Bishop Henry of Würzburg with their troops, and especially 

exemplary Bishop Ramward of Minden (q9d-iooz), led all, even 
the standard-bearers, w i t h  the crucifix in h i s  hand and 

powerfully rushing against the enemy - "a fine example of these 
warlike imperial bishops, who knew how to carry the sword as 

well as the cross" (Holtzmann). So it was at that time that a very 
large number of the Slavic devils fell, and the sad rest were 

hunted down as prey." Now, without wanting to play down these -
immense military activities - in the East in the slightest, there 

have recently been warnings against seeing overly rigid fronts, 
systematically premeditated actions by belligerent states, a 

strategy of reconquest or even more centrally directed attacks.
-The driving forces seem to have been far more the urge for 
revenge, the greed for booty or tribute, which the Saxon 
margraves and bishops often pursued even without the
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in the south and west. Mieszko surprisingly attacked them in the 
later q8o's, when Bohemia had repeatedly come into conflict with 
the Empire and the Church. He not only seized the Oder estuary, 
but also took Silesia from the Christian Czechs. And when the 
latter tried to regain their territory with the help of the pagan 
Liutizen, a Saxon army under Archbishop Giselher and Margrave 
Ekkehard von MeiBen in alliance with the Pole, who for safety's 
sake, without giving up his relationship with the German Empire, 
now donated his land to St. Peter, but of course continued to 
s u p p o r t  the German offensives against the Liutizen."

The famous deed of gift, by which a Dagome index and his 
wife, senatrix Ote (Oda), and their two sons, submitted their land 
of Gniezno (Schinesghe) to Pope John X.V, is recorded in the so-
called Dagome index document, which also contains the oldest 
geographical description of Poland's borders. The regest, available 
in six manuscripts and accompanied by a vast amount of 
literature, is the first known donation of a country to the so-called 
Apostolic See. Beyond that, however, this legal act is not attested 
anywhere, although it may have been documented by the
-Peter's penny" confirmed.

However, if Mieszko I wanted to secure the direct succession 
to the throne for his minor children, as is assumed, this was a 
complete failure. For no sooner had he died and been succeeded 
as senior by his famous son from his first marriage, Boleslaw I 
Chrobry the Brave (qqz-iozy), than the latter eliminated his rivals. 
He chased his stepmother Oda and her children to Germany and 
had two other relatives blinded. In this way, he secured his 
autocracy and, if not because of this, then nevertheless, his path to 
fame. His clever father and predecessor, however, prepared the 
foundation of his own church with the Dagome-index decree and 
thus Poland's independence from the German Empire.

Boleslaw, who regarded himself as a tributary of St. Peter, was a
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bert, the future pope, put it this way: -to gather the legions, to 
break into the enemy country, to withstand the attack of the 
enemy, to face the greatest dangers for the fatherland, Jr the
religion and for the good of ... the state".

All actions in Gniezno were the result of cooperation between 
the emperor and the pope. Undoubtedly together with the 
latter, Otto founded the Polish archbishopric of Gniezno in the 
castle there - in the presence of the papal legale and Boleslav 1st 
Chrobry and against the opposition of Bishop Unger of Pozna , a 
German. Otto gave the new diocese a Slavic saint, his friend 
Vojtéch-Adalbert, and gave it a Slavic archbishop, namely 
Adalbert's half-brother Radim-Gau- dentius, who had 
accompanied Adalbert on his missionary journey to the 
Prussians. And he gave him the see dioceses of Breslau, 
Kolberg and Krakow, and probably even others.

The emperor pursued religious and political goals with this 
fateful confession to the Polish prince. Poland, like Hungary, 
was to be strengthened ecclesiastically, bound more closely to 
Christianity and become a bastion against paganism in the north. 
At the same time, Otto naturally wanted to strengthen the 
power of the empire, expand it further and incorporate the lands 
of the East into it.

Poland was therefore more interesting to the Christians than 
Bohemia. Duke Boleslaw, who was almost showered with honors 
and favors, was assigned Selencia, Pomerania and Prussia as 
missionary territories, whereby the Pope also hoped for an 
improvement in the church's financial situation. In central Italian 
monasteries and in Poland, special missionaries were trained for 
the Slav mission, with the foreigners adapting to the Slavs except for 
their dress and haircut. '2

Otto III and the Pope worked together with regard to Uiigarn. 
Waik, the son of Duke Gaisa of Hungary, was baptized there in qq6 
and took the name Stephen. The emperor was his godfather, and 
together with the pope he authorized the establishment of the 
archbishopric in April xooi
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spurned it strictly, of course, from her Hildesheim bishop,
"the Lord Osdag to receive the holy veil and turned to Willigis. 
For she considered it beneath her dignity to be consecrated by a 
bishop who was not a pallium bearer (Vita Bernwardi). She 
wanted a metropolitan, the powerful Mainz (as she later, elected 
abbess, again requested and received a pallium bearer for the 
consecration), which goes without saying for humble Christians. 
The archbishop, under whose stimulating influence she was 
presumably anyway, was all the more understanding of this as the 
archbishopric of Mainz had already lost the bishoprics of 
Brandenburg and Havelberg since the foundation of the 
archbishopric of Magdeburg, wanted to avoid further losses and 
could also - apparently rightly - make old territorial claims to the 
Gandersheim area (Goecring).

Thus Willigis demanded sovereignty over the monastery for the 
first time in the year 7. When the emperor's daughter Sophie, now 
about twelve years old, was ordained a nun there on October 18
{Willigis was still fighting on Otto III's Bohemian campaign 
shortly before), a long and heated exchange of words broke out 
between the archbishop and his suffragan, Bishop Osdag of 
Hildesheim, in the presence of the seven-year-old king, Empress 
Theophanu and several bishops and princes in the church in front 
of the altar over the possession of Gandersheim. ]eÖcz of the two 
brothers in Christ assigned the monastery to his diocese, Willigis 
to the archbishopric of Mainz, Osdag to his suffragan bishopric of 
Hildesheim. And the "Lord Osdag" - figuring in a contemporary 
memorandum as "simplicis animi vir" - did not allow himself to 
be intimidated by the archbishop, but - by divine intervention - set 
up his bishop's chair next to the altar in order to defend the place 
and his right to rule" (Vita Bernwardi). The dispute only ended 
with difficulty with a settlement: Willigis celebrated a solemn 
high mass at the high altar and then consecrated Sophie together 
with Osdag, while the other "handmaidens of God" were 
consecrated by the Hildesheim bishop alone.
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Mr. Bemward" and, of course, to renew his claims to 
Gandersheim. Yes, "Sophie was constantly at his side, lived with 
him and pursued her cause day and night", a beautiful kitten, and 
yet more expressive in the original, even more intimately 
interwoven: -Sophia assidue illi cohaerens et coha- bitans, haec 
interdiu noctuque ambiebat." Which, of course, in no way means 
that the princess, Otto III's elder sister, is speaking to Hans 
Goetting, more like "the inclined ear of the archbishop" .

All of this outraged the moral preacher Bernward. Although he 
owed Willigis almost everything, the latter had already ordained 
him as a subdeacon, deacon and priest, presumably also made him 
emperor's tutor through his intercession, and then brought him to 
the bishop's see of Hildesheim; just as the character and interests 
of the two were not very different. Only, of course, each wanted 
Gandersheim. But the nuns, away from the seriously ill Gerberga 
and now led by Sophie, who had returned to the see, refused to 
grant the saint from Hildesheim obedience. It was only under the 
protection of numerous ministerials that he was able to defend 
himself against a mob of people who might have driven him away 
(cum iniuria,  of course).
on September 4, the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, in the 
year iooo, to force his way into the monastery church and 
celebrate Holy Mass there. In the process,  however, the pious
When the sacrifice was made, the nuns threw their oblations at the 
bishop's feet, cursing wildly, "with unbelievable expressions of 
anger, with wild invective against the bishop", in whom almost a 
millennium later the Hildesheim diocese still embodies "the 
memory of its golden age" (Wetzer/Welte). It was probably only 
thanks to his armed escort t h a t  he escaped unharmed."

Six days later, Archbishop Willigis of Mainz, also with a large 
retinue, was received quite differently in Gandersheim, where he 
announced his claims to ownership, while Bishop Bernward of 
Hildesheim now appealed directly to the Pope and Emperor, his 
former pupil, clearly recognizing "that the one-



 

 

The only w a y  to get hold of the poison was through papal and 
imperial antidotes.

In the meantime, there had been a wild uproar at a synod in 
Gandersheim in late autumn in the year iooo, w h e n  Bishop 
Ekkehard of Schleswig, the mouthpiece of Bernward, who had 
been driven out by the Danes, called for the synod to cease, 
whereupon the prince of the church from Mainz - who today is 
also revered as a saint, and not only there - called for the synod to 
be stopped.
- The Metropolitan was clearly the victim of "evil people" - "and Sophie, 
in particular, was constantly putting him to shame. The Metropolis, it 
was clear, was the victim of "evil people" - "and Sophie in 
particular was a constant source of trouble for him ..." In the end, 
his own claims to ownership of Gandersheim were apparently 
recognized by the synod and the dispute was declared settled by 
him.

At another synod ordered by the pope in Pöhlde (Harz) on June 
zz. ioor, appeared next to the papal-imperial legal Cardinal 
Friedrich, a Saxon, also the holy bishop Bernward with a 
considerable armed contingent. For: -As a bishop, he walked 
exactly according to the demands of the apostle" - who had 
already wielded the sword in Jesus' time. (Holiness is -always a 
healthy and blood-filled life, always the highest and collected 
strength-; especially since "German saints are German heroes and 
German heroines, thus also leaders of the German people", wrote 
Jo- hannes Walterscheid naturally in I934. °ftd of course with 
lmprima-
of the Vicar General of Cardinal Faulhaber, the great
Resistance fighters. D9ft> *93s it seemed to the gentlemen 
"particularly appropriate to lead the German people to such a 
contemplation of the lives of the German saints", should the 
German
The saints doCh -934 -be the indispensable helpers in the internal 
construction of our fatherland ... perhaps also war leaders, like our 
great bishops of the Middle Ages ...")

This brings us back to our hero, St. Bernwand, and the papal 
legate, who were insulted and threatened by opposing bishops "in 



an unbelievable manner".
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of the churches today and their
 Ann, reg Fr. 8io, 8zy ff. Thcgan Exploitation rncihodensee H.

iq. Astron. i9, 3z, 3y; o ff. q6; Herrmann, Die Kircht und unser 57 
ff. LMA III 21s * *7 +- Geld passim. Ders. Caritas-Ltgtri- 
lschwenk) HKG 111/i, izn,. de qj fi. z53 ff. Ders. 
Kirchenaus- SimsonI jq f. 3q3. Wattenbach/ steps 8o ff. Ders. 
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4 - °$3' *43- Brühl, mann6q ff. a 9 ff. i6 ff. Deich- 
3iff. Lichtenau, Lcbensnrdnungen , Das Kapital der Kirche 
*9siq6 f. Fried, Die Normierung it,ii. Thegan io, to.
Voss i6i. I owe the details of the hunt to Ann. reg. FF. *7• LMA IV arzi; 
V I owe above all to the inate- 8oa. Simson 1 a3 f.
rialrgichcn, in many respects very zi LThK III f. LMA IV iä8 f. book by 
Pierre Ri- (Schild}. Fichtensu, Das karolingi-
che, Die Welt der Karnlinger4•  sche lmperium aoz. Richt, The Ki- 
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Ermoldus NigcJlus. Boshof, Lud- Fromme4*  ff. Fried, Der Weg wig 
der F'romme dj, %emer, Die jty f. Auclt Print, Askesc und Kul- 
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 Astron. zo. Schicffer, DieKarolin- im frühtsten Mittelalttr: III-
ger i i y. Fried, Der Weg u f. mer passim esp. 6j; f. 8p ff. réf ff. 

i6 Ann. reg. fr. 8iq. Astron. zi, z3; ebcnfalls insgecanit with very ntga-
qq. Simson I io ff, 3 f. Mñhlba- tive result.
cher 7 ff. Fichteaau, Das karolin- zi Astron. x8. Vita Benedicti jy. gische 
Imptrium rio f., lt'*47- '  ooo f. LMn 1 Wala z8 
ff. Semmltr, Ludwig der i86 ff. simson l -4- < -- ----. 
Fromme z8 ff. Fricd, Dtr Weg Geschichte Italiens III i. H. qd. jy f. 
Kastnnf. Mühlbacher11 i i II, iq ff. z }  
• 4°-

 Nithardi hist. z. Asiron. z i, z3. Cartellieri l rio. Lion, Dcutsch-
Simson 1 iy ff. m ff. HKG Hm, land7°  f. Steinbach, Das Fran- ize 
f. LMA 1 zog, zoaj; V i6a f. kenreich 78 f. Mayer, Staatsauffas- 
Hartmann, Geschichte Italiens III*-*8 '7* ff. Zöllner to ff. Spran-
1. Ñ . Q2 Î. Io8- *44-  Mühlbacher del too. Haendlcr iiy f. Kaeten Il 8 
ff. heinrich, Wala o f. 33 ff. qi If. Fichtenau, Das ksrolîiigicche 
Konecny, Ehercchtr f. Fichienau *97  . Schieffer, Die Ka- Das 
kaælingische lmperium si f. rolingcr iii f. Richc, Die Karolin- 
Herrmann, Die Synoden. 33q ff. Hartmann, Dit Synoden 



Schieffer, Die Karolingcr i iz ff.  z53 ff. The rulers of the 
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Levi- son 3i2. Riché, Die 
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Semmler, Ludwig der Fromme x8 
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III i. H. ioz ff. Csrtellieri I
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l ip ff. Mühlbacher II 6i ff. 
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che, The Carolingians x8y. Boshof,
Louis the Pious try

z8 Ann. ry Fr. 8io ff. Nith. hist. i,3. 
LMAVI izn+' +75¢. Simson 13oo ff
{with a wealth of Quclltnbtle-
gen). Mühlbscher II i i, esp. 6q ff. 
Kupisch ii. Riche, Die Karolinger 
i8y. Duby ii ff. Cf. also Schnei- 
der, Das Frankenreich 7s- Gere- 
mck 7 fI. si ff. Bentzicn 53 Cipol- 
la/Borchardt o ff.

 Astron. xy f. jj
O Riehé, Die Welt 98 ff.
jt Thegan i 3; ry. Astron. -s f. Ann. 

reg. fr. 8i3 f. Simson 1 5s f. 6q f. 
Mühlbacher IIy f . R. Schneider,
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Astron. 3o. LMA 11Si 5 ff, Simson 1 
rz8 ff. Mühlbecher II qz f. schief- 
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 Ann. z Fr. 8zy, 8zr. Jtnn. Berlin. 
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 Ann. reg. fr. 8iq ff. Thega* >7- 
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LMA1146j, V iyj8, zoy5. Simson l 
i q ff, i58 ff. iy3 ff. Mühlbaeher II 
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Carteilieri I z4 s ff. Zar- schtk 6q 
f. Pirchcggcr, Karanta- nien aha ff. 
Schulen, Vom Reich der Franken 
i79 McKiiterick izq. Ba- 
bis/Brlo4evic 8i ff.

3y Ann. reg Fr. 8iz
y6 Ibid. Astron. y f. SimSDft 7 ff. 

Schieffer quoted from HKG III/i, i 
Er
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---+4 ff. Miihlbacher II tz6 ff. 
Hartmann' The Synods i9o ff.

 Mühlbacher IIil, .Geremek 5z. 
Stauba3-

74 Ann. Bcrtin. 8j8 f. 8j . Ann. Ful-
dens. 8y8; 8go. Einh. vita Ear. y; .
Ann. reg. fr. jäo ff. Asiron. 59 ff. 
Nith. hist. i,s ff. LMA I 8aq f. 
(Claude}, VI zryo. HBG 1 z64' Sim-
son II i4**7*  ff. iy6 ff, iq ff. my 
ff. zzz ff. Diimmler l z68.
Mühlbacher II iy3 ff. *37 - *44 - 
Nov{, Die Anfänge iöa f. 
Schieffcr, Die Karolinger i3fi I. 
Richc, Die Karolinger iqz. The 
Wtlt xi
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Ann. Fuldens. 8 o. Ann. Xantens. 
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834  f' Nith. hist. r,3. LMA III iz6 
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Steinbach, Das Frankenrvich 74- 
Aubin i}q. Mayr-Hartin8 94 ff- Ri' 
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79 Hopfner ibid. Miihlbacher 11 z}i,
Riche, Die Wclt zq9 ff.

8O Ann. Berrin. 8j8. Ann. Xantens.
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Regin. chron. ®7*
 Ann. Bertin. 8 q
 Ann. Fuldens. 869
 Regin. chron. 88o
 Frîed, The Formation 6i. Riche, 

The world zp8
 Tliegan i3. Richt, Die Welt 3s f. 

Lnyser, Herrschaft und Konflikt i . 
Fried, Der Weg 3S8 ff. Schnti- 
dee, Das Frankenreich 7i ff. Wer- 
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ii. S, also Schneider, Das F'rankcnr 
"ich y6 ff. And on the
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Benctien yq f. Majoros bci Umeljic

7 Nitb. hist. z, i. Ann. Bcrtin. 8 o. 
Ann. Xsntens. 8 o. Ann. F'uldens. 
8 o. Regin. Chron. 8jo. Flod. hist. 
Remens. z ,zo. hliihl6acher Il
ux ff. Dümmler l r3q ff. ^4 - **®- z 3 
ff. Riché, The World 3oz f. 
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Fried, Die Formitrung j f. 6o f.

 Nith. hist. z,x, . Ann. Fuldens. 8jo. 
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 Nith. z,z ff, Ann. Fuldene. 8qi. 
Ann. Bertin. 8qi. LMA IV 6z6. 
Mühlbacher II roy ff.

IO Nith. hist. z,8 ff. 3,i. Ann. Fuldens. 
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Miihlbachcr I *7* f.
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dens. 8y f. Ann. Berlin. 8 j. Ann.
Xsnfens. Bly. Taddey jyp, y y, 869 
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ff. Riché, Die Welt ri. Fried,
The formation i ff. i6 ff. ät f, ä . 
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i6j f. Prinz, Die innere Entwick- 
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Carolingians iqq f. According to 

Fried, Der Weg 39s f. Ludwig 11. 
rcscr-
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z8 Epist. sive Praef. MG Epp. VII
jpy fi. Kelly zzj f. LhlA i yyj, Y1 i 
iö8 f. HKG III/r i6q. Gregoroviue I 
z, 3ö ff. Haller 11 S9 ff. Stppclt Il
*43 +. Kühner, Das Imperiuni ioi f. 
Riche, Die Karolinger ex f.

tq Regin. chron. 8d8. Kelly '4 +"- 
tenbach/Dñmmler/Huf ^.349- 
HKG III/i ivy. Haller 11 }J, 6q f. 
Scppelt H zin

 Kelly ia3. HKG Hf/i i6¢ ff. Grege- 
rovius 1 a, 5zz f. 5eppelt II i 9 ff, 
Riché, Die Karolinger zw f.

zz Ann. Berrin. 86i f. Kelly izj. HKG 
III/i r6ä. Haller 117 i, Sepptlt II 
aha ff. Rau II z f.

 Ann. Bertin. 85y; 863. regin. chron. 
85$. Ann. Fuldens. 855. LMA II 
y8 f.V 92i, zw f. zr;ry. Dümniltr 
3S* - 397- 399, II q. Mühlbacher ll
*33 f. Hauck I! jjo. Zôllner zq$ ff. 
Schlcsinger, fCsrolingjsche Königs- 
wahlen z3¢ f. Kienast, Deutschland 
undFrsnkrcîch î jz f. Fleckenstein, 
Grundlagcn und Bcginn izd f. Fried, 
The Way j9y f.

*3 LMA III i6a9. Mñhlbacher 11 aye. 
Hauck II y6o f. Hartmano, Oie 
Synoden -74

 Ann. B¢rrin. 86oi 86s; 86d. Regin.
chron. 86d, &66 Ann. Xsncena. 8ö
. MC Csp. Il q6y ff. LThK îV' qq f. 
LMA IV i Sql f. Diimmler 11 j ff. 
'to. Harrmann, Gcschichre
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Kingc and PopeC M zj1 ff. Hla- 
witschks, F'rsnkcn 7^ Dcn. 
Succession projcc 3z. Hartmann,
The synods y o

i8 Ann. Bertin. 8yq f. Anr1. 
Fuldens. 88o. Regin. chroft *79- 
MG Capit. 11 3ä ff. LMA 477 f. 
Dümmler
III izz ff. iqu ff. Eichmann II 9.
Fried, Boso iqu ff. Schramm, Kai- 
ser, Könige and Pàpstr JJ zy; ff. 
Confederation q99 ff. Riche, Die 
Karolinger z5a f. Hlawitschka, 
Vom Franken- reich 8q f.

i9 Ann. Fuldens- 7- MÜhlbacher 11 
j6z ff. Haller 11 i i8. Cf. Gregoro- 
vius I z, yyy. Hartmann, Ceschich- 
te Italiens lll i. H. ä6 f. 
Harttriann,
The synods14s  ff, with many 
references

io Ann. Fuldcffp.79  f. Ann. Berrin. 
87q. Regin. chron. 88o, 88s. Ann. 
Vedast- *79. LMA IV i Iq6, V 
iyq, M-. **7 * Dümmln lM 
*x. Mühtbacher II 69 ff. 
Hlawitsch- la, Nom Frsnkenreich 
Bd f. fumer, Die Ursprünge jj ff.

zi LMA I iq6i, iyzi. V r396, VI bly. 
Dümml** *74 ff. Hartmann, Gt- 
schichie ltaliens III f. 79 . 
GrcgO- rovius l z jq, 5q. Halltr II 
i ii ff.

zz Daniel-Rops 6oz, 6o6
a3 Ann. Bertin. 88o. Mansi XV}J xci. 

Dümmler hl in5 ff. +7< ff. 
Mühlba- cher 11 j78 f. 
Gregoroviue I z 5£o. Hartmann, 
Geschichte Italiens III z.
H.7*  ff. Cartellieri I 3z6 f. Haller II 
ra8 f. Löwe, Germany i96. 
5teinbsch, Dae Frankenreich y9. 
Ullmann x¢ . Reinhardt 6i ff. Ri- 
che, The Carolingians aJy

ag Dümmler III i8y f. Hartmann. 
Ge- schichte Italiens III z. H. y} 
ff.

a5 LMA III*7i  (Ferianéié). V i j8 
Hartmann, History of Italy III
a. H. 83 Cf. Grcgorovius 1 a, y¢q ff. 

Cartellieri I z8o ff. Eickhoff xiy ff. 
Haller II red f. Daniel-Rops 59j. 
Seppelt/Schwaîgcr i in



z6 Ercherap. ystorioÏx Langob. Bcnev. dg 
yi, go. LMA I yo6 f. II nt9o. 
Miililbachtr 57 f. Hartmann, 
Geschichte Itslitns III i. H. z¢6 
ff. joi. z. H. ä, zz, 83 f. Halltr II 
roy

*7 Erchernp. Ystor. Langob. Bcnev.
59, 5. Ann. Farfens. 8qi. Mansi

XVII zj6f. LMA IV Tcçr$ f. Düï-
E¢II r IÎ! 7* *- *7* - sp f f-
faztmann, Ceschirficc ltaliens JIC
z. H. #$ f. 86 ff. Gregorovius I z, 
5yo ff. y8 f. Eickhoff zaq ff. z97 
ff. Hsller Il zzj ff. zzj, 'zy ff. zjz, 
taj. Schubert Il gyj. AMheirn

a8 Ann. &rrin. 8y*.*7 . LMA IV ä 
j. Dürriitilcr III z8 f. Gregorovius l 
z,
Hartmann, Geschichte Ita- liens 
III x. H. zz ff. considers the pre-
Wiir- k to be more or less unb 
"green- det nder but for 
iibertriebcn. Hallcr ll roy, io9. 
Zimmormann, 
Papstabsctzungen ty f.

 Ann. Bczcin. 8y8. ann. fiuldcns. 

(Altaick) 88d. Ann. AJam. 88j. 
Kühner, Lnxikori 6i. Gregorovius I 
z, j 8 f. 36o. Halter II ie9, iaq f.
Gontard i8y f. Zimmermann, 
papal depositions o f.

ya Quoted from Richt, The World of 
Aoi
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Ann. Berlin. 88s
 Rcgin. chron. 8s
 Ann. Fuldenc. 88o. Ann. Bertin. 

gÈÆ Ann. Y ^*- *79 f. Ann. 
Ful- den's. (Vienna} 88¢. LMA 1 
o9, V
*'74'****4y.HE€I6I "54*- 
'- streetcar4*  f. Riche, Die 
Karolingcr z53 f. Ehlers i 8

 Ann. Bcnin. 88t. Ann. Vcdsst.
88o f. Mñhlbacher II jyy f.

 Ann. Fuldens. 88i. Ann. Berlin. 
8y8 f. Frenzcl q. Kindlers Lireratur



NOTERN

 Ann. Fuldens. 88i f, 88d (Vienna), 
Ann. Bcrtin. am f. Ann. Vcdast. 
88a, 884 . Regjn. chron. 88z f. 88t. 
LMA Ÿ 997- **77 Mühlbaclier II 
j7 p íí. ABB fÏ. kichú, The Kstolin-

 LMA V 968 f. z Iy6. Mtihlbacher Ií 
8i If. Richi, Die Ksrolinger z f. 
Hartmann, Ruler of the Caroline- 
M 7 - 79- Brñhl, German-
lsnd-France 366 If.

 Ann. Fuldcns. (Vienna) 88a. Ann. 
&rtin. 88a. Ann. Vedast. 88a. Re- 
gin. chron. 88a. LMA V top. 
Mñhlbacher II 38d If. Rich , Die 
Karolingcr iyJ f. Harrmann, Hcrr- 
schtr der Karolinø- - 77 f.

 Ann. Vedast. 8yq f. 88q
IO Ibid. 88a If.
it Ibid. 88 f. Regin. chron. 88y. LMA 

lV mid. Mühlbacher 11 qo3 ff. 
Hartmann, Hcrrbcher der 
Derolingerzeit y8. Richè, Die Ka- 
roliøgc- -s* f.

Iq Ann. fuldens. {Vienna) 7-* in , VII 
6 it f. Miihlbacher II Nos f. Schur 
3i ff.  Hartmann,
Ruler of the Carolingian period yy 

to Ann. Fuldens. (filtaich) 886 Ann.
FuJdens. (lien) 88y. Regin. 
chron. 88d. Mühlbocher II qo9. 
Konecny
+47- Oesterle j ff. Riché, The 
Carolingians s7

zi Regin. chron. ®*7 < < ' *z* 
in LThK Vlll' 8y8. Keller, Rectums 

Lcx ko‘  43a f. MËhlbscher II zo.
Thrasolt yzz f. Auer, Heiligen-Lc-
grode 5a3. Hartmann, ruler of the 
Carolingian period 7

zj HEG 6zz
 Ann.  Fuldens.  883, 88a, 887

(lien), 8 7 (Altaich). Ann. 
Vodssr. 7 f. Regin. chron- 7'  

q. LMA
V zojq. Dümmler Ill See If. 3ed f.

Ma 77 f. 8o f. Riché, Die Karolin- 
ger z$y, Hsrimann, Die Synoden 
Oh ff. Ders. Herrscher der Karo- 
lingcneit 8ø. Fried, The Way y9 If.

a Ann. Fuldens. 7- lAlta ch) Ann. 
Vedast. 88y. Regin. ch - -  7 f.

Tk Ann. Vedast. 8ßo, 88z f. 88d. Cf. a.
88ß: -ni1 utile . Ann. Bertin. 88a. 
Regin. chron. 88a. Mühlbs-
**^^ !! 4 ̂
 Ann. Vedast. 886 f. Ïtcg n. chron.

*®7- Ann. Fuldens. (lien) 886. (Al-
tøich) 886

 Ann. f"'u dens. 88z t. 88d. Regin. 
chron. 885. HEG I 6zo. Miihlba- 
cher II j98 ff. Harimann, Herr- 
better der Karolingcrzo t 78-

 Ann. Fuldcns. {Vienna) 88y. LMA IV
Spy (Blok)

z6 DRtgOGßF)f 4 - +yo If. i8z f.
Telltnbach, Europe y f.

+7 Ann. Fuldens. 88o, 88a f. 8qz. See 
also the following. Arim.

z8 Ann. FuTdens. 884  (Altaich), 887  
(Alraich). Ïtcgin. chroa. 88y. LMA 
I 9a9, V ao a. Miihlbacher II jq3 
If.
3y. Mitternuer i88 ff. Störmer, 
Früher Adel iqz f. zzy f.

LMA V A°77 f. Richê, The Karolin-
ger z 8 K.

ä. CHAPTER
Aøxuxø we KZnmex, 

OSTFAk'íxIsCiixn Kol4lC USD
10 sts (88y-899)

i Störmer in LMA I tory f. z 
s. mm. 8
3 Ann. Fuldens. 89z f.
4 *- fÏRM- 43
g LMA  *oq.DümmtrT*47 - 

47f f. Mühlbacher II jm6 If. y. 
Schur it ff. Harttriann, ruler
of the Carolingian period 83 f., 
who, however, does not want to 
see in Amulf a ruler "who relied 
primarily on the church", but this is 
hardly sufficiently explained, as it 
is clear.







 
 

len evidence in Hlawitschke, Lntha-
*'*Ü** '7 ff. i yi ff. iii ff, i6i ff. 
and Schneider, Archbishop Fulco 
rer ff. i3o ff. LMA IV ioi8 f. VI i 
y5q. Berr qj ff. yo ff. 6q ff. Riche, 
Die Karolinger rys ff. Werner, The 
Origins g8

 Ann. Fuldcns. 8pj. Ann. Vcd "st. 
8p$. &egin. chron. 8p f. Taddey i 
35 r. LMA V zizq. Mñhlbacher Il 
ç3 f. Boehof, Lotharingierr-Loth- 
ringen nti f. i4q. berner, Die Ur-
-P -s- 4a Löwe, Deuischland zoi f. 
Prinz, Cruwdlagtn und An- fängc 
zzz. Hlawitschka, Yom France 9o f.

 Mühlbacher 11.435 ff. dix f. Löwe, 
Germany zoi f. Hlawitschka, Vom 
£rxnkenreich pt. Ï'srissc zty.
Boshof, Lotharingîen-LoChringcn

z6 Rtgin. chron. 8qz, 896, 9oi. LMA 1
ioi4. Boshof, Lotharingia-Loth-

*7 &cgin, chron. 8py. fLicÏié, Die Ka- 
rolinger z6q. Boshof, Lotharin- 
gia-Lorraine nty. Parîesc i il, i 3x

z8 Ann. Fuldens.  Regin. chron. 8p8 f. 
Ann. Yedcst. 8p8. Taddey qqa, ij5 
i. Dümmler III 66 ff. yz ff. yo ff. 
Mühlbacher !t 't4fi' Bund qqq ff. 
LÖwe, Germany zoy. Bosho£, 
Lotharingieru-Loth- ringcn i4 j. 
Werner, The origins
dy6 f. Riché, Die Karolingcr i69,
zqi f. Hlawitschka, Lotharingien i7 
z ff. From the Franconian 
kingdom qi

zq Gregoroviux I z, $6j
3o LP z,izq I. JW i, ¢zj ff. Ann. Ful- 

dene. 88d, 88$ {Altaich). Kühner, 
Lexicon 6s. K- **7 f. LMA VI
*94- Müklbachet II 3$1. GE0gOFO-
vius I z, }ör f. Hallcr II i33, n¡o. 
Seppelt 11 3zz. Zimmermann, 
Papstabstnungcn yr f. The
Pzp5ftUm 94
Ann. Fuldcns, 883 f. {Altaich), 888.

Rcgin. chron. 888. ann. Vedsst. 
888. liutpr. antapod. i,i8 f. Kih- 
ner, Lexicon fiz. LMA I iq33, V 
i6z3 f. VI ia3a, VII ziz8. HEG l
6 i ff. Mühlbacher II 3sa, 4i7. z8 f. 
Dümmer III i i as ff. Hartmann, 
History of Italy III
z. H. in ff. Grcgorovius 1 a, }6t, 
56d ff. Csrtellieri I Lys34 - 
Steinbacli, Das Frankenreich 79 f. 
Halter 11 iz8, i3q ff, Seppelt 11 jz5 
f. Seppelt/Schwaiger i i6. Wer- ner, 
Die Unruochingcr i3 ff. li- che, Die 
Karolinger i 8 f. z63

 JE 1.435 *nn- Fuidens. 893 LMA 
1* *ss f. Diimmler II 37i f. 
Mühlbacher Il qq. Hartmann. Ce-
History of Italy III for the attention 
of rtc. Hal- ler 11 io9, ixz. Sepptli 
II ji8. Ullmann zq5. Bund q9o ff. 
Zim- mermann, Papsiabscriungcn 
3 ff. esp. 68 f. Herrmann, The 
Synods 388

 Ann. Fuldens. 8q3 f. Regin. 
chron. 8q¢. Liutpr. antapod. i,io 
ff. i,33.
Diimmler III373  f. Mühlbacher II 
y9 ff. Seppelt II 3zq. MaB, The 
Biitum Freising 86

 Ann. Fuldens. *s4 f. Liutpr. anta- 
pod, i,z8, i,37. HEG 1.6 q. Dümm- 
ler III379  ff.4°4  f. Zimmermann,
The papacy in the Middle Ages 96

jy Ann. Futdcns. 8qy f. Regin. chron.
8g6. Liutpr. antapod- .*7 t ÏÇüh- 
ner, Lexicon 6j. LhfAV z6zj L Yfl 
6 i3. HEG 1 6i5. Dümmler III
qu ff. per ff. 473 f. Hartmann, Ge- 

schichte Italiens III z. H. zzz II. 
Gregorovius I z, j6ä. Cartellitri I 
Ryo ff. is* . Hitller f. Sep- 

pelt/schwaiger i i6. Steinbach, Das 
Frankenreich 8o, 8z. rhramm, 
Kaiser, Könige und Päpste II °*7 
Jarnut, Die Eroberung Bcrgamns 
zo8 ff. Hlawitsrhka, Franks 
iz3 f. Ours. Lntharingien izz ff. 

zimmcrrnann, Das dunkl< jah'- 
hundcrt z§. R.iché, Die KaroTinger













NOTES 6oø

gin. chron. 88q. Ekkeh, Casus s. 
Galli , 6p HoJtzmann, Geschich- 
te I q, 83 ff. 9i f. Lüdtke, König 
Heinrich I. i68 ff. Aufhauser z f. 
Haller, Das altdeutsche Kaisertum 
ri,i j f. Stern/Bartmuss r6q, i7j f. 
Schlesinger, Archäologie des Mit- 
telalters iq. Fleckensccin/Bulst zo. 
Beumann, The Ottonians j9 f. . 
On the castle, see above all Dan- 
nenbauer, Adel, Burg rat If. no ff. 
i5o If. in: Grundlagen der mittelal- 
terlichcn Welt

zr Widukind r, 8. Lñdtke, King 
Heinrich . *7^ f. Eib1 zp

zi Widukind i,38 f. Liudpr. antnpod. 
z,zy If. rlodoard. Ann. yyj. 
LMA Y\ yyj.Wsirz zyo ff. Lüdtke, 
King Henry f. *7^ ff. Flcckensteîn,
Basics and start z6o

zj Lüdtkc, tönig Heinrich I. 1y6.
Beumann, Die Ottontn 6 f.
Ann. Fuldtns. 8 . LMA II 33  f. 
Bos1, Der Einirirt Böhmens und 
Mährens øj ff. Ders. Problems of 
missionary work i fí.

z  Thictrn. z. LThK VI' dÉ2, X^ 88a f. 
LThK Ill 5 2. LMA II jyy f. 6'. UI 
Tjyo f. V z 66. YIT z/y. 
WCcxer/Œelcc XI 864 . HKG III z,
*7*- HEG I *7* f. Naegle li z 8,
354 !*. Hauprmann, Die Frühzcit 
jz1. F] ckcnstein, Crundlagen und 
Bcginn y

z6 LThK Il' i9' ' 5f7- LMA II 3  8,
Vl 6i6. Nacgle II z88, 354  If. j6o 
If.

>7* 2'I6a. HBG 1 7 I with literature 
references). Naegle 1 M7. jz8 If. 
Hauptmann, Die Frühzeii 3ai. 
Lüdtbe, King Henry I.
*37 !*. Ho rzmann, Ceschichce I 
po. Zimmecmann, Dss dunkle 
jahrhundert tz6

z8 Æetzer/b-lte XI 86d f. Fichci ger 
j86. Aensen, Kircbtngeschichte 
izn. Nacgle II j3 If. 6s ff. 7j, i 39 f.
*77 f. i88 If. iz6, z z If. t6a. 
Slade- stiller no. Thrasolt 3 .  
The

OpuS mil Imprîmatur of May 6, 
r9j9 appeared just in time before 
the beginning of millions of 
German (and other) martyrdoms. 
The introduction is full of 
borrowings from the Nazi 
vocabulary, and wants to be
-images of great personalities, 
fighters and overcomers,
-Bi1der of all the statinncn of 
Christian gcrmanic, Christian 
völkisch history and cultur-. -This 
and such daily ficfi cfirisffic r 
German history means the 
reawakening of our great Christian 
Germanic history, means reflection 
on our Christian Germanic nature, 
means insemination with Christian 
gerina- nic arr, means tradition and 
renewal of tradition, i.e. historical 
ties and alliance and, out of this, 
Christian German self-confidence 
and a sense of mission; after so 
much uprooting and degeneration 
through one-sided ethnic alienation 
and through one-sided ethnic self-
representation, it means Christian 
German regeneration, 
Securitization and wei- tung, 
means new life from the old 
venerable Christian deucschon 
Baden and blood- (BIut and 
Baden!) -means
-Mtrnentote patrum vestrorum -
Scid in memory of the fathers and 
ancestors of the general Christian 
and the particular Christian 
Germanic ancestors, means: Reid 
of their worthy grandchildren and 
descendants.

 Thietm. z,z. LMA II 358. naeglt II
° 4 ft. °7Ii 3*

jo LThK X' 8z . Naegle Il z8j If. yoø ff. 
3h 31a ff.

3* Thietm. i,i8; i,zi. Widukind x'4-+ 
Eib  a9 f.

3* Lüdtke, King Henry 1st , i 8q f.
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On the reception of Merovingian 
councils z f. On the development 
of the Asylrcchts, see Lot- ter, 
Heiliger und Gehenkrer p f.
 Thi<tzri-••34  Q'idukind z,zz, z,zy,
*.*7- *.*4. 1,x6. Adaib. concin. Re-

witschka, Vom Frankenreich i r6 f. 
Emperor Otto I iz8 f. Pätzold 38 f. 
Wics 98 ff. begins with the
-Wundcr von Birten- almost to 
tremble with -rcligi6ser- emotion- 
or Brunsi.
 Thietin. z,z i. Adalb. tontin. Re-
yn. qyq f.si4   Kelly iso. LMA l

93 - 549 - 9.4 - 4 HEG 1
68i. Biittner, Ceschichte dts ElsaB
+79 ff. Holtzmann l in ff. id8 ff. 
Auer, Der Kriegsdißns 3°7 ff. Lip- 
pelt do. Steinbach, The Ezzones
8yj. Schmid, DieThronfolgc Ottos 
des Gro8en4s  ff. Bullough, 
After Karl jiq f. Fieckenitein, 
Grundla-
and the beginning zg1. 
Zimmernlann, Das dunkle 
Jahrhunderi my ff. Pütznld 9 f. 
Ksrpf 9 f f . Hla-
witschka, Vom FraokenïC1° ''7•  
Dtrs. Emperor Octo I. i p

 Thietm. z, ; z,3q If. Yita Brunon. u 
f. LMA IV zo63. Holizmann, 
Gtschichte l i5j, i 6. Hitsch, Der 
mittelalterlichc Kaisergedanke 3j f. 
Hlswitschkz, Vom Frsnken- reich 
*7- Dtrs. Emperor Otto 1. iz9. 
Fried, Die Formierung 7*- Ri- che, 
Die Karolinger 3oz. Pitz, Wirt- 
schahs- und 5ozialgcschichie 5x 
speaks of -der Gestnltung der 
deutschen Ostgrenze-, der "8cfrie- 
dung dte deutsche Siedtungsge- 
bietcs-.

i6 Thieun. t,6 ff. Adalb. contin. Re- 
gin. q$3 ff. Widukind j,i3; 3,3z ff. 
Ruotg. Vita Brunon. io ff. Vita Ou- 
dalrici io. LMA I ioi6, IV 96d f. V

68$ f, HBG I zpj f. (uit zahlrcicher

d3T

further literature). dün- ner, 
Geschichte dte ElsaB i88. Fi- 
scher, Das Zeitalter des heiligen 
Ultich *4. f. Falck öo. Weitlauff37  
f. Bullough, Nach Kar) yzo.
Fleckenscein, basics and treatment
ginn mlj. Zimmermann, Das dunk- 
le /sltrhundert tip, tzz. Pätzold
§'x Q'ies z jy ff.*43  ff. H)awitsch- 
ka, Vom F'rankenrcich zzT. On the 
opposition in Saxony cf. esp. 
L¢jser, Herrschah und Konflikt in 
ff.

+7 LMA VI zj6 , VII ^79*
t8 Fricd, Die Formicrung t6j ff. sir 

sahlrcichcn Literaturhinweiccn
iq Thietm. z,z3. Vita Brunon. passim 

bee. 8; in; u; zo; zJ, 3o f. LMA II 
7H ff. VI i ö f. VII f78i log f. 
Keller, Reclame Lrxikon Bz f. HEG

74 75*. Holtzmann, History
*5 - *7* Zoo f. z$3. AU££, Der 

Kriegsditnst 3j6, Ryo f. Prinz, Kle- 
rus und Krieg iyJ ff. Apologetic-
euphemistic: Köhler i8o. Stein- 
bach, Die Ezzonen 8J . Hallingcr
4®-  Neuss/oediger i6ö ff. Fischer, 
Politicians around Otto the Great 
q8 ff. Kallfelz i2 i ff. Lotter, The
Vita Brunonis jy. The image of 
Bruno 1. i9 ff. Bloch gr ff. t8. 
Wsittnbsch/Holnmann 1.8. Fltk- 
kenstein, Grundlagen und Beginn 
i#7 . Bullnugh, flat Earl 3zo f. 
Pä'told .§j.

 LThK VI' ioiq. LMA lll 1600. Wet- 
zer/Welte II *73 f. Achter, Die 
Köl- ner PetruSreliquien 9 , 9;ry ff. 
q8z ff. On the significance of the 
Tritrian Metropolitan Association 
vg). also Haverkamp, Einfiihrung 
pasxim, bm. izj ff. On Trier in the 
early Middle Ages: Anton i 5 ff. 
i6y ff. Furthermore: H.-J. Schmidt, 
Religiöse Mittelpunkie und 
Verbindungen r8z ff. Ranke-
Heinemann, Nein uxd Amen my ff.

zi Thietm. a,q; Widukind j,q#. rlo-
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RzØnp4.HEG!6 .HackM 
iIL77 2. øf. HOhimann, 
G- schicb£ß 1 ION, 13$ f. He. 
essays
zc 3. Brüske, Untersuchungcn zi f. 
Stern/Bartmuss rqi. Ludat, An Ebe 
und Oder to if. Fleckenstcinf BulSt 
4*' 44- f9 . ye f. t- aller 11 i8z. 
Luhenow z . Schulze, Hege- 
moniales Kaistrtum y7

 Thietm. a,iz. Widukind j,g3 . Li-
uipr. hist. Orion. to, W. Tsddey 
5zz. LMA ll 55t, itoi f. lll *7 *- IV 
iq8a, Vl iœq. Hauck lll 88 ff. too 
ff. Holttraann, Gcschichtt I i3 , i6o 
ff. iyq f. Hampe, Charles the Great 
7 - /\hIhe IIt +79- 8x. Stcrn/ 
Bartmuss zyj. Pauold /j f .  richte- 
nsu, orders of life zoo

3ö &idukind j,yo. LMA 1 8,Vi tooy, i 
39c f. Hauck III top ff. On the 
Tota- len-Warc-I'rcdigt, on 
genocide and on the overhyped 
fzopsgietung gcwslccaciger 
Inroletsnz already and especially in 
the Bible: Buggie jS ff. jä If, GB ff. 
yj If. According to Stzeminger's Die 
je- suanische Echik zz6 f., -the 
great Yahweh is relatively 
harmless in comparison to the 
living Father of the New 
Testament.- Cf. also Ders., Gottes 
Güte zi5 ff. Bacger zoo f. Mynarek, 
Denkverbot 8j ff. Deschner, Die 
unheilvollen Aus- wirkungen i8z 
ff. For the rest, the Bible can be 
used for everything. For since it not 
only contains the Sermon on the 
Mount with its call to love one's 
enemies, but also the Sermon of 
Samuel with its call to genocide, it 
is no wonder that it can be quoted 
just as well on political 
advertisements as it can be quoted 
in field service campaigns..", 
writes Birnbscher I 8. Never to be 
forgotten about H. Hermann, 
Passion 38: -The true killer is not 
the torturer,

not the professional henkcr, but 
the anonymous crowd of 
spectators.

07 Thicim°›7•  °'i6 f. Widukind 3,8.
Flodoard Ann. is-- * - b. contin. 
Regin. qyo. Naegle 11 3jo ff. 
Holtz- mann, Gesc iichte 7i f. mo, 
zi9, 23J {. Ders. essays 5 f. Stern/ 
Bartmuss rq . Claude, History of 
the Ernbistum Magdeburg I W fí. 
x5 If. bcs. 3ø If. q í í . 
Wcntz/Schwi- neköper W f. y, 8i 
If. Brsckmann, Magdeburg as the 
capital i 8, zq
u.o. Lippelt iyi f. Hlawitsch¥a, 
Vom Frsnk £lreich +*7 Kich£, OiC 
Karolinger 3oi f. 37* *ätzold 6

3 8  
j,66 f. LMA 47a,VI öiä, gray, VII 
5i f. 88o f. HEG I 9o5 If. HKG III/
i, z6z f. Hauptmann, Die Frühzeit 
jaz f. Holœmann, History 1 i8o 
ff. Ketnyúski, The Intmduc- tion 
i6. Halecki iq f. Hensel zjs ff.

 Thietm. ,yy. Hauptmann, Die 
Frúbzeit 3i3 f. Holtzmann, Ge- 
schichte I Iq8 f. Kossmann 4sz f. 
Miyer, Mirtelalterliche5tuditø 66. 
Bos1, Europa aj6. Rice ijy. Rhode 
it

4° Thictrn. 8,3z. According to 
Thietm. ibid. the population of 
Kiev consisted of
before allcm from -ksinpfrtichtigen 
Dä nen- (Danis). Adalb. contin. 
Re- gin. qyq; 96i. dtv Bd i J, z96. 
LMA I q8 f. III i rat ff. i eye f. 
1398 f. V i rat ff. esp. i iz3 f. VI 
756 f. ijq  f. VI +37 f. 88o f. i i iz f. 
HEG I 6q , 8y, pxJ ff. q89 ff. HKG 
1fî** *7S ff. Bcnz zz f. Am- mønn 
zz. Fleckenstein, Grundlø- gon und 
Beginn i6j f. Richi, Die Karolinger 
3i3. Beuriiann, Otto the Great 68 f. 
Schreiner, Byzantium
*4' ppe -7* If.Blum zy f. jsnin/ 
Sedov/Tolo ko zoo iY.

 
4$7 - LMA I i Jsz. 11 35q f.
*794 f.{w fd q8q as the year of the 
field
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train to Kherson) III 2ä8 ff. bas77*  
ff. V a6y, 3os, i izd

pacsim a'wit: DeschnerfFetrovit, 
World War of Religions Tsi ff. 
Umc)jic passim Documentation

9z9 II. q9z. Rice ryu. Vcrnadsky 
z86 f. Jirccek 1 iii. Ammann i3, 
zi. Hellmann, Slavic, especially 
Eastern Slavic zßq f. Blum x t  f.

 Thietm 7.73. LMA 119.9 f. V 3o6
(A. Poppe). Hellmann, SlzwiSChes, 
esp. ostsl. z66 f. Ammann z3

 &eczer/Welte I z f. LThK i' gyt f. I' 
yi3 f. Kelly i i5, i i8. LMA I S9o,
II zzo ff. {H. Ehrhardt), III 
99,'s^7•  IV i 86 ff. (Ch. RadtkeJ, 
i88j G. iqi8, VII 8o . HEC I qjj. 
Hauck II 698 ff. Walterichtid *7 ff.
Stratmann, Das Recht dtr Ercbi- 
scholsweihe 62 f. Haendler i i9 ff. 
Fricdmann i9j f. iq8

4# Thietm. .*7- *d->gon Bremen, 
Gesta Hammaburgens. cccl. pnn-
tif. z,js, ',jy. Transfer of the Dane
¥önigs Harald in detail: Ermol- 
dus Nigellus, Carmen IV v. 6o6 
ff. (Pocr. lat. aevi Carol. T! 7fiI. 
lctA
III oz (Skovgaard-l'ctcrscn), IV
+f*+s +9*9- 34- HKG fTI/z,z6t. HEC 
f 6yj, yyj f. Hxuck t! 7 **
III 8o ff.

4Œ Thietm. a,y. Adam•›4•  LThK 1' 
8z, I' r3i. dcv Lexicon r6, xqi. 
LMA I io4, IV i9zq, VI izf7' i qi.
HKG III/i, z6q. Hauck II yo8 ff. III 
q3 f. 99 ff. {here source 
references)

q6 LMA IV i9jo. KosminskiSkaskin1
**7- F8Ckmann, Gesammelte Auf- 
sätze 3i. Hlawitschka, Emperor 
Otco
I. i3 f. On the foundation of the 
diocese of Mei Ben, see Pfeifen, 
Die Bistümer Prag und MSB*° 77 
- >p. 8i ff. 2On the -sacral- 
kingship of the Neutnic, see the 
instructive treatise by G. Feelcy-
Harnik, Herrscherltunst iqy ff.

47 Fennzcn, Kleine Kirchengeschichte 
i6 . Abendzcitung Miinchen, a3. 
July z9q . Cf. on the io. Cf. on the 
io. century: De- schner, Die Politik 

der Pfipste I u. II



tions 'y8 ff.

+'439 - >'7 $ LP a,z o f. JW r q ff. 
z,yo6. LP a,zy3 ff. YW
'"7+ " '79' LP zjt J** '4®4 '. 
LP z, ÿ J ' 4S4 f. M
ay JW i,q y f. LP a,rqo ff. jW
i,z3y f. LP ^-*79 J I,$ 6 f. LP 
a,z6i f. JW i,q9 f. Zimmermann, 
Papstabserzungen iq8 f. Nicschtie 
do ff. Cf. also the relevant texts in 
Kühner, Kelly, in the LMA

Je LP z,zjx ff. JW i,p5 ff. Kühner, 
Lexicon *s f. Kelly ija ff. LMA
VII iy8y. Hartmann, History
Italy III a. H. zes f. Dümmer III 
6oi. Gregorovius z,z, y6 ff. Car- 

telJieri 1,368. Haller II i43. StPprlt
II 33S f. SeppeltSchwaiger i i8 f. 
Zimmermann, Das dunkle jahr- 
hund -7 Ders. Papstabsctzun- gcn 
6

r Kelly ij6. LMA V i8q . *+7 .
ri6 , who. HEG 1 83d ff. sepprlt 11 
33q f. Zimmermann, The dark 
century jy. Beck Mio fl. de Rosa 63

Jz LP ay o f. JW r, q ff. LP z,z43
J> *'45q f. Liutpr. ---°P° ' °-47 ' 
Pierer X a . Kühner, Lexikon 66. 
LThK V' Ryo, Kelly i3q. LMA VI 
3ZI. GregQrovlus I A, $78 ff. 383 f. 
Holtzmann, Geschichte 198 f. Hal- 
ler 11 iq3 f. 9orimann i z i f. Scppelt

337 f. u, j 6. Scpptlt/Schwai- ger 
iß. Neuss roz. de Rnsa 83. Karpf 5 
ff.

$3 Liutpr. antapod. a,q8. kelly i jj. 
HKG III/i, aa6. HEG 7ß. Dümm- 
ler III 6oz f. Hartmann, Cesrhichtc

Seice 4-s-'®
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ter y3z f. Protection, hegemonic 
empire iq8 f.
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*4 . Ders. Papsiabsenungen zJj ff. 
Prinz, Foundations and beginnings

6y Liutpr. dc Ott. rege 3. MG Const. I 
no. io ff. Tract. cum Joh. XII.
S. zo ff. HEC I p9o f. Kelly i¢3. 
Hartmann, Geschichte Italiens IV
r. H. z f. Hampe, Die &rufung Ot- 
tos i 5 ff. Grundmann zen ff. Hal- 
ltr II iyz ff. Bullough, After Karl 
3ai. Seppelt 11 3y6 ff. Fleckenstein,
Foundations and beginnings - -73 
Schulze, Hegcmoniales Kaisertum
i9q ff. On the ambivalent attitude 
of the contemporary sources to the 
imperial coronation of Ortos I vgi. 
Keller, Das Kaiscmim ai8 ff.

68 Holrzmznn, Geschichte l i9a, Bütt- 
ner, Der Weg Ottos 38 ff. Holder II 
i5 . Sepptlt II 3y , j y. Seppelt/ 
schwaigtr izz. Fuhrmann, Kon- 
stantinischt Schenkung iz8 ff. 
Baumann, Otto the Great 6q

69 Thierm. a,ij. fidalb. cont. Regin. 
qä3 f. Liutpr. de Ott. regt. j f. 6 f. 
Otte v. Freie. Chr. 6,zy. LMA II i 
9o, IV 88s (Singer),VI i6yz, HEC I 
ä6 , 6qi. Hartmann, Geschichte 
Italiens IY i. H. j fi. Gregorgvius l 
z, dz9 ff. Hampe, Die Bereifung i6j 
ff. Halltr II i5 f. Ders. Dss slt- 
deutsche Kaisertum zö. Scppclt 11 
j58 f. Schöffel I riy. Fleckenstein/ 
Bulstßy. Prinz, Foundations and 
beginnings i38 f. Fuhrmann, 
Konstantin nische Schenkung iz8 
ff. Zimmermann, Papstabsetzungen 
8i ff. aye ff. Ders. Das dunkle 
jahrhun- dert i44 ff. '54• Grsf 5 ff. 
Hla-
wiischka, Vom Frankenreich iz6 f.
Baumann, Otto the Great 68

 Adsib. cont. fi.cgin. p6j. Liurpr. de 
Orr. regt 8 ff. Ann. Hildesheim. 
9S3. Hartmann, Geschichte ha- 
liens IV i. H. 6 ff. Grcgorovius l z, 
Izo b. Holtzmann, Geschichte I iqq. 
Seppelt 11 q* Haller II iyfi. Boye 5 
ff. Taugt roy ff. Zirnmer- mann, 
Das dunkle jahfhunderL

iqq. Gontard i9y
 LP z,a 6 et seq. JW i,q6ä ff. Adalb. 

cont. Regin. 96d. Liutpr. de Oft. 
rege io ff. i f. Kelly tqp. LThK
VII'7 6d, 8zj f, Hartmsnn, Ge- 
schichie Italiens IV i. H. 8 ff. Gre- 
gorovius 1 z, 6at. Haller 11 i 53 f.
Ders. Das altdeutsche Kaistrtum 
zß. Seppelr II j6o. Fleckcnstciri/ 
Bulst 6y. Zimmermann, Papetab- 
setzungen 8y f. -'i - *4 . -ii-
The dark century ntq

 Adalb. cont. Regin. q6q. Liutpr. dc 
Otr. r-g- 7 +- <u ner, Lnxikon

history of Italic IV i. H. in ff. Gre- 
gorovius flg, 6zq ff. Holrzmann, 
History I i96. Haller 11 iy6 f. 
Stppelt 11 36o f. Seppelt/Sthwaiger 
i z3. Kämpf, Das Reich sz. Bern- 
hard q3. Gonrard i9 . Gra 14 f. B 
ye 56. Zimmermann, Papstab- 
sernungen z 8. Ders. Das dunkle 
Jahrhundert iso f. Hlawitschka, 
Kaiccr Otto - 37

73 Hergenrother 11 zi i f.
74 LP t,a3i JW i@q f. Liuipr. de Oir. 

regc z f. Adalb. conr. &egin. p6t f. 
Kelly z j. Hattmann, Geschichtc
!talicns IV T. H. 't f. Gr¢gorovius I 
z, dz6 f. Haller II sjy. Goncard zyy. 
Boyc y6. Scppclt fi j6z. Zimmer- 
mann, Papstabsetzungen qz ff. ^47- 
Ders. Das dunkle Jahrhundert i5a. 
Schreiner, Gregory VIII, riding 
naked on a donkey -7° f.

 Holtzmann, History 11 3o3. Hal- ler 
II nty f. Hcrtling i ji. Gontatd t9q f. 
Daniel-Rops 68ä, 68q. VgL also 
Bugg c y f. Deschn<r, Dic Poli- tik 
der Papste passim, esp. II itp ff.

7+ LP z,2$3 ' J + '-l7 -- cont. Rggin, 
96} f. Kelly I§$ f. LMA V fi4*. 
Hortmann, Gcschich-
te ftaliens iV . H. ¥7 f. Gregorovi- 
us liz, dzy f. Holtzmsnn, Ccschich-

Stite 5oo- io



 
 

te 1 roy. Holder 11 i 8 f. Seppelr 
11 j6j ff. CountJ7  f. Gontard i96. 
Zimmermann, Papstabsctzungen 
q5 ff. Ders. Das dunkle Jahrhun-
d-= si f. Dtrs. The papacy in the 
Middle Ages ioi. Beumann, The 
Ot- tons ioi. Schreiner, Gregor 
VIII, wakes up on a donkey 
charming 7*- Althoff/Keller II i98

 HEG l 6qz. Holtzmann, History I 
drew. Büttner, Der Weg Otios yi. 
Hay 339. Steinbach, Die Ezzonen 
8J5. Ktmpf, Das mittelalterliche 
Ksisetrum zz8. I'tosminski/Skaskin 
ij3. Sttrn/Bart muss i88. Zimnier- 
mann, Das Papsttum im ktittelalter 
i'xi ff. Bullough, After Karl jzx. 
Prinz, Foundations and Beginnings 
rqq. Hlawitschka, Vom Franken- 
reich i i8 f. rzj, i3i. On the 
Karlstra- dition: Detr 8 If. 
Baumann, Grab Und T 4rOn q ff. - A 
"new lntef- pretation- attempted, 
gctrru in the footsteps of his 
doctoral father, the Hlawitschka 
student R. Pauler, Das Regnuni 
Italiae passim, b-- ^ 4 - On the 

historians' discussion of 
German Italian policy in the 
Middle Ages, see above all the very 
inetruc- tjven Darlcgungcn by 
Althoff/ Kelltr a Bde passim and 
Fried, Der Weg jzq ff.

 Pauler, Das Regnum ltaliae 9 ff.
zi I. ion ff.

79 Ibid. 6 ff. The quay was also open 
to Italian monasteries, for example 
2otz i7z ff.

8o LMA l i9e8, VI 5*'  **95 HEG I 
6qy. Hlawitschka, Vom 
Frankenreich 130, Emperor Otto 
^4-- Baumann, Die Ottonen im f. 
io8. Pätznld q8. Glocktr, Die 
Verwandten der Ottnnen i56 f.

8z Widukind 3, 2. Liutpr. Lngatio 
passim, esp. 3, 9. 2itat y. LMA I 
8ai. HEG I Sq5 Hauck lll A+7 
Hartmann, Geschichte ltaliens IV
. H. Bauer/ftau zip. Baumann,

The Owons ro8 f. Glockcr, Die 
Verwandten der Ottonen i 5 ff. 
Rentschler passim, esp. 9 ff.

 LU K }j* 74 irz Jahrbü- cher l xc 
ff. Hanmann, Geschichte Italiens 
IV i. H.^7  ff. Flecäensrein, 
Grundlagen und Beginn iz5 f. 
Building
mann, Die Otionen ioq. Glocker, 
Die Verwandten der Ortonen ry ff. 
Hlawitsckke, Emperor Orto l. Ito. 
Pützold #8

8j Glocker, The Yerwsndten dcrOxo- 
nen z yj

8t Thietm. z,yj. w'idukind 3'7S Adam 
von Bremen, Gesta Hamma- burg. 
eccl. a,zi calls Otto -the conqueror of 
all peoples of the Nor- den. 
Holtzmflnn, History I zrö. Schulze, 
Hegemonialen Kai- sertum y2

iz. CHAPTER
7SBR @TTO \t.

(qy3-p83)

Otco v. F'rcic. 
6,z6  Thietm. III 
Pool.
 

Adalb. cont. Regin. 9j ; 9ai, 96y. 
Widukind 3.76. LThK X' qzo f. II' 
yq9 f. Ekkeh. Casus s. Galli p8. 
LMA 1 i69 f. III i<3 ' +7 . IV
z$68'. V zp (Seibert). VI zj6y. 
Tad- det z63 f. 1308, iyro f. Uhlirz, 
Jshrbücher I passim u. aiz. Wat- 
tenbach/Holtzmann, Geechichic l 
io.  Holnmaun, History l a 9 ff. 
Brackmsnn, Gessmmelte Aufsätze 
zoo. 0. Meyer, In der Harmonie 
zz8. Beyrcuthcr, Otto II. 6y f. f'rinz, 
Crundlagen und Anfän- ge 6j. 
Landau zy ff., here also quotation 
from Seckel
4 LMAYI 1567. stctn/Barruiucs i96 
f.  LMA II 3 8 f. III 3oo, IV ioä3 f. 

VI 6i6 f. (Lübke), i 567 . HEG 1 696 
f.

HBG 1 zy f. Hartmann, History





6'8

te Italy IV i. H. yo ff. Naegie 11
f. 3as ff. 37* f. Stabcr z6. 

Flek- kenstein, Grundlagen und 
Bcginn i9o f. Glocker, Die 
Verwandten
+*7 !!- ^7§ ff. HTawitschka, Vom 
Frsnkenreich zjz. Prinz, Grundla- 
gen und Anfänge iöi f. A. Kraus.
'S'srhika of Bavaria 6r ff. Fried,
The way }yz ff. Bcyreuther, Otto
II. 68. Althoff/Xellet II iso. 
According to Neumann, Die 
Octoncn i t j kann- ten den 
Namen des Zänkers
-already contemporaries -
Thietm. 3,y; j,z . Ann. Weißenb. 
qy , Ann. Hildcsh. 9y6, Ann. Mag-
deb. 97- ''3- zoäy f. 
HBG I zz f. ag8 ff, HEG I 6p. 
Uhlirz I yz f£. Holtzmsnn, Ge- 
schichte f zty ff. Helimsnn, The 
Eastern Policy of Emperor Orco !!!' 
49 ff. Prinz, Grundlagen und 
/tnfänge z6z. E'leckensteird'Bulst 
8z f. Hls- witschka, Vom 
Frankenreich jz f. De¢S- Oma I!- 
^§7- Wmsn I, Die Ortonen z r j. 
Fried, The way yjt

ANMßRKVNGSN

Haller, Das altdeutsch- sche 
Kaisertum 35 Schöffel I i i8. 
Bauer, Der Livlandkreuzzug jo6 
Fultnote in. Fleckeristein/Bulst 83

In Thiecm. i.+7 +. Ann. Hildesh. Q83. 
Ann. Magdebu p8j. Adsm v. 
Bremen, Gesia Hammaburg. 3,zi f. 
LED I Hof z98d, II r93, VI t3 f. 
Uhlirz, jahrbücher I toj f.
Holtzmann, History ! *75 The 
Lzurentius Monastery '67, Abntz 
zz. ?Icckenstein/8ulst
88 Sterri/Bartinuss Ug f. Halter, 
Das alrdeutsche Kaisertum 35 R. 
Schmidt, Rethrn 368 Bullough, 
Nach Karl 3z3. Fritic, Observations 
i ff. Bündig-Naujoks yi f. A. Heine 
(ed.), Adam von Bremen7  ff. 
Beyreuther, Otto Il.7 i. Lubc-
• > -4 ff. Ludat, On the Elbe and
Or . A. 3$ - 4* f. Herrmann, Die 
Nordwestslawen iy6 ff. Fried-

rt 7hietm. 3,i8 f. Uhlirz, Jahrbücher 3 
ff. Fleckenstein/Bulst 88,

7 LMA V 1zoh, Vi 6 r6 f. VII z4 8t. 
HEG l 9oy. Holtzmann, Gtschich- 
re I zyz f. Rhode j ff. y. Flccken-
stone/Bulst 8

 Thietm. j,8. Widukind a,3q. Ri- 
cher v. R°' 3- 9 ff. bts. 3,yi. LThK 
X' 9do f. 11' yad. Wctzcrf el- te IX 
qy ff.Taddey i6x, i 3z3. LMA

r3. zir f Y sra, z'- . HEG l S * 'i 
7- Vl1 8jo f. Uhlirz, Jahrbücher I 
toy ff. bes, i i6. Jan-
- - -  3.1 Staber a6. Walterscheid

+87 ff. Bullough, After Charles 
3x3. Hlawitechka, Vom 

Frankenreich i 5, ijy. Dtrs. 
Emperor Otto II. i 8, i5i. 

Glocken, Dit Verwandten 7 ff. 
r9i, iq8. Beyreuther, Otto

11. xq. Fichtenau, Lebensordnun- 
gen Jo. Sprandel red

 Thierm. a,nt. Taddey S. LMA 111 y 
34 f-- II 1'7€f1 f- E86$ (Riis), VT 

q6y.HEGIg f.UM * )4#
Holczmanii, History I z¢5 f.



Siern/Barimusi iq$. Schöffel.1 i 
i8. Claude, Geschichte des 
firzbisiumi Magdeburg i 5y f. 
Baumann, Lau- rentius and 
Mauritius zu. Lute- mann ty8. 
Friedmsnn xjp ff. esp. z66

in Schlesinger, Kirchengeschichte l 
nts. Claude, Geschichte dts Erz- 
biscum Magdeburg z36. HU- 
witschka, Otto II. i e, i5a. 
Beyreu- ther, Otto II. 7

i 3 Hartmann, History of Italy IV

i. H. 7w ff. Seppelt II 7 i. Fricd, 
Der Weg 557-

ig LP z,z5y ff. JW ins - *-7*7-
Käthner, Lexicon yz f. Kelly 4* ff. 
Uhlirz, )ahrbücher 11 8 f. Grego- 
rovius I z, sy ff. Hsrtmsnn, Cie- 
schichte Italiens IV i. H. 68, qy. 
According to Haller II i6o, the 
assassination is -not clear-. 
Similarly Zimmermann, 
Papstabsetzungen too ff. The dark 
century

Seice S*  537
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the Fox f. zz . Holtzmann, Ge- 
schichce 11 z9o. Sepptlt II j6p ff. 
Seppelt/Schwaiger izq f. Gnntard
*97 I-Bcyreuther, Otco li. 6y If.

 MC Constit. I p. tj6. Sommerlad II
zyj. Schulte, The Adcl zt r. 
Beyreu- chcr, Otto II. yr. I-
tlswicschks, Kai- ser Ono IN. g.

iö Thieim. j,zo ff. Ann. Sangall. q8z. 
In detail: Uhlirz, Jahrbücher r;r2 ff. 
a q ff. zßa ff. Gregorovius 1 a, 643 
f. Hartmann, Geschichte Ita- liens 
lV r. H. 7' ff. 8$ ff. Eykhoff j6J ff. 
Haller, Oas altdeutsche Kai- sertum 
33 f. Zoepfl, Das Bistum Augsburg 
im Mittelalter yq. Holtz- mann, 
Ceschichte 1 asy ff. Bul- lough, 
Nach Karl 3z . Scern/Bart- muss 
+97- Fleckensiein, Grundla- gen 
und Beginn iqi f. Weller, 
Württembergische Kirchenge- 
schichte q5. Zimmermann, Das 
dunkle /shrhundert zzz ff. Hla- 
witschka, Kaiser Occo II Pty. Bcy- 
reucher, Otto II 7 - Fried, Der WCg 
360

iz. CHAPTER
V*smOvrolM.@8o-*vz

 HKG III/i, zyi
 Fried, The standardization 8x

' - 4'9
4 Görich, Otto III. a;ry
 Thiettn. Tyl g 3 ly f, ,i ff.4•7  f. 
Richer 3.96. Ann. Quedlinb. 9*4 
LMA III r j5 f. IV 1468, ao63, Ult-
lirz, Jahrbüchec 1 io6 f. II iz ff. 3i 
ff. Holttmann, Geschichte 11 z8i ff. 
Haller, Das altdeutschc Kai- 
sertumj6. Bullough, Nach Karl 3z3 
f. Auer, Der Reichskriegs- dienst 
rqz. Claude, History of the 
Archbishopric of

Magdeburgiy8 ff. 
Pünz, Crundlsgen und Anfänq 
i66{.H1zwitschka,VomFrank "n 
r kh pfGockrr,DöVewand

ien i6o f. -s4 ff. Baumann, The 
Oicons izy ff. Dtrs. Orto73 Althnff, 
Octo III. 3q f. f. 
Erkenc, The woman as ruler
*71 f. Ludat, An Elbe und Oder 
zA. z ff. Görich, Otto III. +87 - °- 
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Liutpr, anrspod.: Liutprand v. Cremo-
ne, antapodosia

Liuipr. hist. Otcon: Historia Ottonis 
Liutpt. Lngatio: Legatio ad irnperato-

rem Cnnstantinopolitanum Nice- 
phorurn Phocam

LMA: Lexicon of the Middle Ages 1-
VII

LP: Liber Pontificalis z vol. cd. by L. 
Duchesne 1886 ff. z. Auf1.
! 9$$

LThK: Lcxikon fiir Thcologie und
Church i. ed. i9)o ff. z. ed. iqy ff. 
j. completely revised ed. iq9j ff. 
{formerly ß d t . i-y)

Mansi: J. D. Maosi (ed.), Sacrorum 
Conciliorurn nova ec ampliasima 
collectio 3i vols. i7sq ff. reprint and 
continuation, ed. by -cit/Mariin, 6o 
vols, r9ei ff.

MG: Monuments Germaniae historica

MC Capit.: Ltges. Capitularia 
MG Conc.: Leges. Goncilia
MC Coast: Lcges. Consricutioncs
MG Epp: Epistolae 
MG SS: Scriptores
MIÒG: Communications from the 
Institute

for Ósterreichische Geschichtefor- 
schung z88o ff.

Nith. hist: Nithardi historiarum libri

Ng'k. Cesm Kar.: No Led d'uta 
Ka-

roli

i'ss<h. Itadb.: Paschasius Radb "rrus: 
Viti Walsc

Pasch. Radb. Epit. Ars.: Paschaiius 
Jtadbertes: Epitaphìum Ardenti

lett. Damin. Vito Rom.: Pewus Damia-
ni, Vita beati Romualdi

PL: J.-P. Migne, Patrolngiae eursus 
complerus. Series latina

QFiAB: Quellen und Forschungen aus 
italienischen Archiven und Biblio- 
theken, Zeinclr. des PreuBisthen 
bzw. Deutschen Historischen Insti- 
tuts in Rom, i8q8 ff.

Regin. chron.: Regino von Priim: Rcgi- 



nonis chronica



Regin. de synod. caus.: Reginoof Ouldalr.: Vica SanctiPriim: De 
synodalibus causis ct dis- EpiscopiAugustani
ciplinis ecclesiasticis

Richcr: Ri<hcr of Reims: Richcri hi &iduk.:  Widukind  ton   Arvey: &es 
storiarum lib7i tY

Ïtuotg. Vic3 Brun,: &uocger of 
Cologne:

Vita Brunonis

Gcs "e Ssxonicse

ZBKG: Journal of the British Church
Sett. cent. it.: Settimane di studio del history i9iä ff.

centro it4liano di studi sull'alto me- :Ztit ch nü für bayerischr Lan- diotvo 
iq$ff. desgeschichteiqa8 ff.

StM: Studi medievali i9eq II. ZKG: Zeitschrik für Kirchengeschich-
It 7 '

Thegan: Thegani vita :Zeitschrifi für Ostforschung Thietm,: 
Thietmar von: If.

ChroniconZSRG GM: Zcitschrik der 
Savigny- stihung für 
Rechtsgeschichte Ger-

UG: Lower Franconian Gcs1ich e 
I

panic department 1880 ff.
ZSRO KA: Journal of the Savignyitif-

Vita Bernw.: Vita Sancti Bernwardf tung fiir Rechtsgeschichtc Kanoni- 
Episcopi stischeAbteilung iqi i ff.
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The following index includes - with the exception of the separately paginated 
"eReplica" of the preface - all names of persons in the present volume, 
including fictitious, legendary or fictional ones, as well as the names of all 
more or less fictitious or mythical figures from ancient literature or other 
traditions.

Since all quotations were taken from the sources to the letter, some names 
appear in different spellings.

To simplify the search, in certain cases one and the same phrase has been 
included in the regjstrr with several variants. Cross-references are largely 
omitted in order to save the user inconvenience.

Names, titles, ranks, family relationships, and citation details are given in 
a systematic rather than a systematic way so that the reader is not 
unnecessarily confused. As a rule, l'4cben figures are characterized more 
precisely than the better-known characters.

The register was compiled by Ralf Lang (M.A,J, Düsseldorf.

Abbo, Monch, learned abbot voz Fleu-
W- 8 5 7

Abditahmaa, EDiit of Cuidaba (2q6
up to 8za): 4s

Abdarrahman II, Emir of Gordoba
from 8zz bit 8yz: x5, 5

Abrahsnt of Frcising, Bishop (py
QQ3j: ISuS, §2I

Abul Kasim, Emir of Sicily: 5j8 
Abulaz, Saracen King: qj
Ack'er t.: 'et-45S
Adalbeto yon Augsburg, Bishop, On- 

kei of Ulrich of Augsburg: zp8,
W7-444

Adalbero of Laon, Bishop: y°7. 53º
Adalbero of Reims, Archbisc3 J: $*7-

54fi
Adalbcro, Bishop of Metz: 4+*. '-' 
Adalben, son of the prince Slavnik

Adalben, son of Bertngsr II, King of 
Itdlien: ¢q4-4H. 4s9. i°-*i*3'

Adalbert of Evrea, Count, Empórean

Adalbert von Hemb" g name, Arch- 
bishop: y33, y 8

Adalbert of Magdeburg, Archbishop 
(p68-p8 ), of Otco I. nack Kiev 
gcschickL, -Bishop for the 
Russians-: z77. 3*/. ts*- '*s- s'7. 
s'-

Adalbert von f'rsg, bishop, missionary r:
5*' 5 5' 57 57°' 573 574

Adalbcrt of Tuscany, Duke: ido,

Adalbert of Babenberg, Craf:  is‹.
35 3i7' 3 +' 5 9

Adalben of Passau, bishop, victorious
ubrr the Hungarians: qu

Adaldag, Archbishop of Hamburg-
Bremen: t-®-4^9- 4S9- 4*9. t7fi- 
47}

Adalgar, Count: q
Adalhard, abbot of Corbic on the 

Somme, step-vettcr Parls -des Cra- 
gen°: y , +z-tj



Adalhard, Count: z  i
Adalhsrd of St. Bertin, Abr: air 
Adalhard of Verona, Bishop: j o 
Adslhard of Babenbetg, Count: 3§§-

Adalward of Verden, Bishop: j6q 
Adallindis, Queen of Charles the 
Great":

j3
Adalram, Archbishop of Salzburg:

i56, zx8
Adam yon Bremen, canon and 

cathedral scho asrer l} before io8 ): 
35

Adelberi vow ß e r g a m o , Bishop: 3z8 
Adelchis, Heriog of &nevent: i8o,

oral, xyy
Adelhard, Priexter, commanded the 

fortress of Formicaria, then bishop 
of

AdeTheid, sister-in-law of Judith (wife of 
Louis -dcs Fromincn-): 3 Adelheid, wife 

of Louis the Progenitor
less: z z, zy8
Adelheid, Ï ¢ ø i s e r i n , z. Mrs. 

Otto's 1st wife:
'-7- 494-4ss.  99- s- - s-7- s46-
f49- 5T4- 6j
Adclhcid, Tocytcr of Otto II, abbess

of Quodlinburg, by Henry the
Quarrels gcraubt: y ó

Ado, PricsEer, relative of the Anasta-

Ado, Archbishop: i8q
Adventius of Metz, Bishop: i9q,

Aeblus, count, Frankish commander
against Pamplnna: 

3 Aerssen, ]. vøn: 
§o6
Agapet l ., PspsE (s'WTJT*433. 44*. 

497
Agapitue, Heiligcr: q9
Agrltrude, wife of the Emperor Widn: 
i•s.

Agobard of Lyon, b i s h o p  of France: 

r j, -i. 37- 7. 7 - 7*- 77- 7 -  ' -
Aizo, noble and renegade

Visigoth under Louis the Fromman: 
s-3¢. 7*

Albcrich, Gr  3^7
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Albcrich I, Henog, Antiformosian, 
married to Mãïotía: 47 . 4®--

Alüeric t II, son of Marozi and 
AJbgrich: s* 49*. 49 49 . ï*ï- å 37

Alboin, king of the Lombards: npt
Alboin of Brixen, St., Bishop: yet 
Albrecht of Magdeburg, Bishop: q6o 
Alexander il., Pspsc: '7*
Alfred -the Great-, English king:

*75
Alcuin, Abbot: jy
Alpsis, illegitimate daughter of Ludwig

"of the Pious-: z6, 3
Altfried, diocesan bishop of Hildes-

home: ^-7. 37*. set
Althoíf, Gerd, His oriker: j8 , Ago,
5V*549s53 SJ7 5*°-î 7

Amslwin of Bicsnz, Ecxbishop: two
Ambrose of Bergamo, Count: jx8
Anascasioc i, Byzantine emperor

(49*-S* )' **
finastasius Bibliothecarius, Cardinal-

priest, spáteF GcgeR iã St: 879'
i89-tqi, r95-rqq, zio-us Ansstzsius, 

Priescer and Traitor: 46y Angenendt, 
Arnold: 366
Angilberga, wife of Emperor Ludwig 
II:

Angilbert, court chaplain and abbot: 
q8-9q Angilram of Metz, enbishop: i8ø 
Anna, Schweeter dts Emperor Bzsileios

-' 7 °
Anns, Wîtwc, Konkubîne Pope Jo-

ksans XII: p
Anno II of Koln, Archbishop:  8 
Anonymus, unknown biographer

Ludwigs -des Frommcn-. S. such 
A8tz'onomus: z, 16, t t 47, $8

Ansòcrc {Anspcrt) t<tn Maifand, Arch- 
bishop: zt8, z'-. °5 ^57

Ansbert of Cambrai, Bishop (q66-
97 +)- 43>

Ansegis of Sens, Archbishop: z6o 
Anselm of Msiland, Bishop: o
Ansfried von Löwen, s w o r d  bearer 

o f  Otto I: t$$



Ansgar, St. Bishop of Hamburg-Bre- m 
n u. Miscionar: 1jl , 7o- 7E, j I 

Ansgard, 'rau Ludwigs dos Sczmm-
^' *47- *5*' *7

Anskar u, of fvrca, margrave of 
Spoleto-Cameriøo, half-brother ße-

Antony of Brescia, Bishop: i i8
Antonios K9ulcns, í 'ãtriarch (8pj-

Arbeo of Freising, Bishop: 3oi 
Ardench of Msiland, Archbishop: ø93 
Arding of Brescia, Bishop: y o 
Arduin of Ivrea, Margrave: y 9 
Aribo, Margrave: a8y-z86, 3o3, Pro,

J47
Aribo II of Mainz, Enbishop: y8o
Am von Wünburg, Bishop (8 S-$9z :

iz6, u3, i63, zoo, o;r- o8
Arnold of Maine, assassinated 
Archbishop of Maine

schof: y8o
Arnulf of Carinthia, Hwzog, ostfränlt.

K8nig and Xaiscr, son of King Kstl-

-9-3 - 3 '-3fi 34-37- %9
'=** 3-S-3''- 33 337- 33s-3 - jt- 43 
34 34®- 366 4+-+i'

ArnuF -dør Bösc-, Duke of the Baytrn:
i$ . i 3-3°5- i6^i6q, i7>i79- i83-

3*4* 4 4Œ- t*4- W*-W- C- 49*
Arnulf of Orleans, bishop, critic

dcs papacy: yo8, y6y Arnulf 
voø Toul, Bishop zxj
Arnulf, Count of Sens, illegitimate 

son of Ludxvig the Pious: z6,

Arnulf, Count Palatine, son of 
Amull the Evil: txt, tz8

Arnugnis of Narbnnne, Enbishop:

Arran, Arøherführer: jzø 
Asenanue, Grøf: yr
Ascherius, Papal Lcgat in Un-

with pleasure: }7
Arsenius of One, Bischnf: i89-i9o,

zz r
Asptrt, Bishop of Regensburg: zq8
As ronomus, Geistlicker, unbckanntcr

653

Biographer of Ludwig -dcs 
Fromnien-:
iy-iq, ii, i 3z,4q' 5z, }q, $6, 6i,
*it v. 74' ®*' 93- S5- 97 Athanasius 

von Neapcl, Bishop: zä7 Auer von 
Reisbach, Fr. Wilhelm, Kapu-

zincrordenspriester: z9o
Aøfiiaustr, y.B.: iJ8
Augustin {Augustinus), bishop, Htíli-

grr u. Kirchcnlehrer: i 9-i o, i8s,

Aupald of Novara, Bishop: $ to 
Aorelian, Archbishop: a 5
Avico, chaplain to the Christian 

oboìcene prince Mistuì: jj , j y4
Axzo, Ksnzleivotstsnd johanns Xf1..:

Babl, K.: yay
Balderich, Murk Count of Friuli: yr 
Bslderich, Bishop of Utrecht: j84,

@o
Baldwin 1st, Count of Flanders: uz 
Baldwin II, Count of Flanders: u6 
Bardas, Byznntine Emperor: ziz-

Barrolomñus of Narbonne, bishop:
88

Basileios I, Byzantine pledge, later 
emperor: xi -zz , zz6,
*54' ***' 4®

BaCi!¢ioc ïI ., Ksiscr ( y6-zar ), Bulga-
rent slayer: tG6

Bäumer, G., women's rights activist 
and writer: Why

Bcgo of Toulouse, Count of Paris, 
son-in-law of Louis -dts Frõm- 
men-: ø

Benedikt JH, Pepst (8yy-8 8): i8

Bcncdikt V., P^*: 4*7- 4Æ. 47W4z .

Bcn<dict VI, l'"pst: §§*-443- t77' §fi* 
Bcnedict VII, pope: '. 47®. 537 
Bmedic' iX, P "P*^' 47*

Benedict, St.: joy
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Benedict of Aniane {-Witiia, Wcst-
s°--i. is-i7. . 7 . 9-
Benedict of Nursia: 3 -jy

Benedict, Bishop of Alb:H1O: *74 
Benedict, Cardinal: 5oj
Benedict, Count of Sabina: 55q 
Benedicta, daughter of King Zwcnti

bolds: jzo
Benedikrus Lcvita, Msinz deacon: t8t 

"t8j
Bcnrziew, U., Volkskundlet: j
Bercngar, Gr-f: ä
Bercngar of Cambrai, Bishop (pjé-

Berengar I, of Italy (= 8erengar of 
Friuli), king a. emperor: ziq, a38,

478' q8 i q8-t 488' 5 +>
Bercngar II, King of Italy, grandson

Bercngars I.: ty--49*. 49*-499.

Berengnr of Verdun, bishop since qqo,
8°*-994*

BernBin of Verdun, Bishop: txt
B<rnAr, youngest brother of Gundr "d": 

yi
Bernard, King of Italy {-King

dtr Lango6arden-): 4o-4z, yq 
Bernhard, brother of King Pippin

of Aquitaine: 33, 6y
Bernhard, Count of Barcelona and 

Heriog of Septimania: 7 M'. z*. 7- 
'+38

Bernhard von Vienne, Franconian bi

Bernhard, son of Kstl the Fat:

Bernhard of Sr. Gallen, Abbot: 3 
Bernhard I  of Saxony, Duke

(97fi- -zz), son Hermann BiI-

Brrno of Reichenau, abbot: 447 
8rmward, St., Saxon chaplain, heir

Ono III, later Bishop of Hildesheim: 
yqy, ys-. 5i9. 57 s®

Beriha, the much-buzzed-about physical
Scftwescer of Louis the Pious:

Brriha, daughter of Louis the German, 
abbess: ia8

ßrriha, daughter of Lothar II with Theut- 
berga: rqq

Btrtha, wife of King Hugo: d88 
Berthold, Bavarian He-s' 34 . 3®4. 4 3'

4*f
Berthold of Carinthia, brother of Ainulh:

Bcrthold, cchwübian uncle of Arnulf
-of evil-: j*i-i*4' l >i 9 Bcrtmund of 

Lyon, Gfa : 4* Baumann, H., 
Historian: j83, you,

Birichtilo (ßerthold}, Count of Breie- 
r*' 557

Biwin, Count of Lotharingia: z5j

Blondel, David, theologian and historian
ker: z8z

B6hmer, H.: jg8, yz, jyj, y6j, y8o 
BOlcs]av I., the -Grausame-, the jün-

gere von Böhtxen: jpg, §-go8,

Boleslav II, -the f-romme-, son of 
Bo- leslav 1st: -5- 4fi*- s4ß, jjt, 
y6j, j68- yj

ßoleslav iIf.  Krzywousty fschief-
mouth): f7*

B9leslaw 1 Chobry the Brave (q9z-im5), 
Prince of Poland: j98, ß q ,
§7^-J73

Bons, Cardinal: 18z
Bonifacius, Margrave of Tuscia,

Lord of Corsica: i 17 ßonifatius, St., 
-apostle1 of the Germans-

xchen-: i4s. 37®

Boniface V1, Pope: §) 33* Bonifsz 
VII, Papsi: 477-478- tj6-y 38,

Boris, figtin Vfxdimir of f¢fct+': q68 
Bo£ivoj I, duke {† c. 894): log Borna, 
ruler over coastal Croa-

tien, defeated on the Frankish side 
the Austrian Ljudevit {t8zx): 51- t

Boris I of Bulgaria, Khan: arq, sei,



 
 

Bomth, Slavic dux: Iy6 Boshof, 
Egon, histo£icist' z§, §z Bosl, K., 
historian: j5o
Boso vOn F\eucy, Abbot: 87, 9'
Boso, Burgundian G¥af: zpy, z1y Boso 
of Vienne, Burgundian king:

Brigida, Base of Thietmar of 
Merseburg: 9s

Brühl, C., historian: j88
Brun, uncle of Henry I l-88o): 3y6 
Brun, st., son of Henry I, Enbi-

schof von Kñln: 38d, gr , qr6,
43 434- 435- 49â'  49 s**'

Brun von Querfurt, Missionary 
Archbishop: yzp

Brun, Kapellan and Vctter Ottos lh., 
from dicsc "t cum Eapst gemme\\t 
(Gregor Y.): ty, jj6

Bruning of Asri, Bishop, Archchanc)cr
Lorhørs, Bcrengan and Ortos I: yzz 

Bruno, Duke of Saxony: z 67
Bulesu, Hungarian chief guide, Ottos

1st Gcgenspieltr am Lech: jjo 
Bullough, D.: j86, ¢Tj, tzp, tjz 
Bxnd, K.' po
Blinding-Naujoks, M.: iyi, Sii, Si5
Burchard son kätîen, MarkgFgf: z*7 
Burchard of Worms, Bishop and Fäl-

schtr: zz
Burchard, Swabian duke,

Berengar's father-in-law Ï .: j7y,
{8y

Burchard II, son of Burchard: Burchard 

of Halberstadt, bishop

Bünner, H: 44#. °'

Cücilia, daughter of K6nig Zwentibold:

Cadolah von FriauÏ, matcount, fought 
on Frènkian scicc against the 
rebellious Ljudevit: 5 i

Casar Baronius, church historian

and Cardinal dn I6th /s8rhunderts:
*4

Chadolc, brother ofLiutward vonVcr-
celti:-*7

Clovis f., Merovingian king: 6s
tei'. zyo

ChosÏus, the assassin of the imperial 
pontiffs under Louis - the From- 
mtn- murderer of King Marma- nus: 
8

Chrisiophorus, Pap-t: 477'479 
Chrisfus: zo8-zoy, y
Chrodegang of Metz, Franconian bi

Chussal, unggrischcr Heerführei: 339 
Claude, Dietrich: q , 56s, 56d 
Cnlumban, Saint lum }qj-6i 5): 88 
Constantine Vll. porphyrogcnitus (por-

phyrogennctes), Byz. Emperor- -s
Conwoion, h1,: zj
Cresceriti is Il. Nonientxnxis, brother of 

Johannes Crescenrius:  s55-ii*.

Cyriacus, St.: §jz
Czismislaw, King of the Sorbs: yy

Dago (-Mieszko 1), Norman, snll Po- 
len founded habcn: 4'-4**. s-9

Dagobert I, Mcrowiagcr King: i56
Daniel-Rops, H., catholic church 

historian: t3, zj8, z6z, z6 , joy
David, king and p£oph-': *A 4'4* 
David of Lausanne, Bishop: jiy 
DaWSOft, C.: 8, qO, 18 I
Dedi von Wcttin, Count: zy
de Rosa, English Tlicologc: yq, 8a 
Dervanus, -Heriog- of the Sorbs: i5y
Ocsiderius, Larigobatdenkön'T 7S 
Dhuoda, wife of Bernhard of Bat-

celona, author of the -Liber ma-
RUBII8" : 73

Ditpold, Bishop: 4
Di'tb "ld, brother of hl- l-ÎÎfiCÔ- 419'

Dietrich I, Bishop of Metz: iö, i8,

Dietrich yuri of the Nordmark, Mark- 
graf: 55z, j68
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Dioclctian, Roman emperor: 38$ 
Dionysius, saint: 8q-y8J Dionysius, 
bishop of Augsburg: qry Dobrawa 
(Dubravka), daughter of Boles-
lavsl,FzaudmMitzko:#6y z4,

Docibilis I of Gacia, Hewog: 68 Dodilo 
of Brandenburg: 5j3-y3 Dedilo of 
Cambrai, Bishop: ji3 Döllinger, Ignat 
von, Kirchcnhistori-

ker: r8ö
Domagoj, Dalmatian prince: t6y 
Dorninikus, Emmanuel priest: 'S4 
ÖWHneRz L.: UK, 4}2
Drachnlf of Freising, Bishop: 36q 
Dragamosus, Ljudevids schwiegerva-

Drogo of Meta, archbishop, half-
brother of Louis the Pious: j3, @, 
8q, q8, i io, i i8

Drogo from Tou1, Bishop: jäa
Droyseri, ]ohann Gustav, historian:

Dubraw£a tDobrawa), Tochcer Bole> 
lavs: gon

Duby, Georgen: 69
Dumas, Alexandra, author: yo9 
Dümmler, Ernst: zsa, 3zJ, yJ 
Dursndus, Abs von 5t-Aignsn: §8

Eberhard, son of Arnulf: dzi-qry
Eberhard, Konradiner: y y
Eberhard, brother of Conrad I, 

governor of Bavaria: jS3, 36q
Eberhard, Heriog of Franconia: y83,

4*4- 4* 1*J
Ebo (Ebbo) vox Iteims, Archbishop: z j,

yp-8o, 8{-Bj, pct-pt, z zo, tx6, zjy,

Ebolus of S. Germain-des-P@s, Abbot:

Ebrnin of Poiticrs, Abbot, Karle the 
Bald Archchaplain: 95, xy>*37 
Egberi, Enbishop of Trier (9yy-

qq3), Chancellor Ottoi 11th: type
Egilo, Gcnf: 95
Egino, Count: -!

Eib1, Elfie-Marita, historian:  573. 

Eichmann, E.: äo, ayy
Eickhoff, F.: z6i. 4 4
Einhsrd, court chaplain and bingraph

Charlemagne: z6
Ekbrn (the one-eyed manJ, son of 
Wich-

man of the elder: 4›•
Ekkehard, cousin Orros l.: go
Ekkehard II of St. Callen, Monch:

Ekkchsrd IV of Sr. Gall, monk:
4d7

Elckcyard |Eckkxrd) yon Mei8cn,
Mak#at:;p, ¥r, <, rp 

Ekkehart von Schleswig, Bishop: yy8 
Eleurheriue, son of Bishop Arm-

Elias of Troyas, bishop, follower
Lothan I: 88

Elfric of Eynshzni, English abbot:

Embticho of Regensburg, Bishop

Emma, Garrin Lorhar of France, 
daughter of the Empress Adel- 
krid:5*7

Emmeram, St., bishop and martyr:

Engclfried, patriarch in Aquilcis: xs 
Engckclialk (Erigilschalk), count

against men: zoo, jo8
Engitsckalk II, son of Engilcchslk: jo8 
Engilinar of Passau, bishop: a98 
Engizo of Brugnato, abbot: jj6
Heirs, W: 43s

>9 ' 347
Erchanbald, Enbishop of Mainz:

i I°
firchanger, swabian Grnf, Kanz-

ler Kontads I.: z8p, y6j- 6§, j66-
3xq

Erchenrad, Bishop: 9o 
Erhardt, H.: 47*
Etispoü, son and successor of No-

minoü (8j'-*J7) ii
Etmbert vom Iscngnu, G£ßf: 3Ol



 
 

Ermengard {t8i8), i. Mrs. Ludwigs
-of the Prommen-: zS, öq

Ermengnrd, heiress of Emperor Ludwig 
II: z53my t

Ezmenri1, Bishop iron Pssssu (8dW
7°)- *M <*9

Ertnoldus Nigcllus, Frankish cleric
ker, living under King Pippin at the 
court of Aquiiania* '7. * . 3 . i3' IP

Emet, grade iz5, rzq, r63, r6
Erwin of Merieburg, Count: 38c 
Eudokia Baiana, wife of Lcon VI: q8o 
Eugene 11th (" Eugene of Santa 
Sahina)"

P- ®- -7I: 6*-66. -73
Everhard, murderer of Godefricd**7fi

Faulhabtr, cardinal, Anglican 
resistance fighter against national 
socialism: 578

Felicissimus, Saint: qq 
Felicitas, Saint: 9q
Feli i, II *W' 7 
Fejanéii, Bolidar: a6y
Lichtenau, Heinrich, historian: z3, to 
Ficker, Julius, historian: y i r Fischer, 
). A.: yq
Flam];i¢tt, vassal and governor of 

Beren- gar I: 86
F'leckenscein, j., HistorikCF: ^*7. *T+.

F\orcsvoa'Lyon,üic\ttenücrDeacon: zt 
FoI1mar, Bishop of Utrecht: jay, 3yo 
Fôlkmar t., Bishop of Brsndenburg:

Folkold, Kapellsn, Bishop of Mei- ken 
(96 qz), tutor to Otto 11:

Formnsus of i'ortue {Pf'ria), bishop 
(864-876): 12.3'-2'z,fi, z6 7¢i

Formosus, fbpst (8$œ8@g: z j  j,
3°°- 3° 3* - l3 - 33 13ft 473- 479 

Foriunatus of Grado, Pacriarch, 
supporter of the Austro-Hungarian 

Crx'a-
ten Ljudevit: o

Franco von Liirtich, Bishop: si 3, j i9,



Franco von WOrrriS, liiSCliOf: $ 3
Grenzen, August, Catholic church 

historian: dy6
Frechulf of Liseux, Bischnf: 9r, i 3j 
Frideruna, Abbess of Steterburg y o 
Fried, JohsnrieS, HistOrfker: -®.  7'

*M' '^9- *45- ^J4- *97- 373- 379-

FricdninnR•  -' 14
Frederick 1st Barbaro85a: sJ' 44 
Frederick of Mainz, Archbishop, eu-

in front of Hildesheim Cathedral: y3,
, y8-qzq, q$q

Fricdrich, Cardinal, papal-caescr- 
Ii1er Legxt, Saxon: s7 -sus

Frederick, Archbishop of Salzburg,
Onkcl Pilgrîms of Pssssu, Gegcn-
counterfeiter: gr, jj

Fridugis, Abbot of St-Martin in Tours: 
q8

Fulco, abbot, replaced Hilduin els 
archcapJan at the court of Louis -
dcs Prommeri-: yç

Pulco of Reims, Archbishop: jr i- i6,

Gaisas of Ung,arn, duke8: 573 Gallus 
Anonyzrius,. southern French

Bcnedictine: yyz
Gauzhelm of Roussillion, Count: 7 
Gauclin, Abbot, Chancellor of Charles 
the Bald

len, later Louis of the Tribe:
, a59-z6o, xßi

Gauzlin of Tour, Bishop: yxz} 
Gebhard vom Lahngau, Count: 3§d 
Gebhird, Conradine, Amtshernog

unier Amulf: 3j3-jyy, j6i Gebhard 
of Augsburg, Bishop (q96-

)' 447
Gtilo of Larigres, Bishop: liz
Gelasius I, Pope (qqz-qq6): 68, 9i, iqz 
Ceorg, dux vnn Ravenna: iq6 Ceorg, 
Embishop of Rflvenna: i iz Gcorg of 
Anciochia, Admiral: z8 Georgina of 
the Aventine: ayo, jzz Gerard, Count 
of Paris: i i i i
Gerberga, Noniie, sister of the Bcm- 

hard of Barcelona: 8y



 

 

Gerbtrga, Ganin of King Louis IV of 
France: 5*7-3z8

Gerberga, abbess of Gandersheim
{q 9-iom), niece of Otto -the Great-
fien": s7>Iw

Gerbert of Aurillac, abbot, archbishop 
and spiiter pope (Silvester JJ.): yzy,

57*-î70
Geremck, Bronislaw, historian: q3
Gerhard {Gerard), Count of Metz: 

Gerhard, Provost of Augsburg:

G-'o Msrkgr-f: @fi4/ 4£3s
4ss. 4s7. '---'6'. se'

Gcrwsrd, rfalzbiblio¢heksr Ludwigs
dos F'romi- n: ss

Gt=a (Gey1a, Gaisa), Grogñirst in
Gran l97°MPil: m

Gezemann von Eichsüitt, bishop: 5 o 
Gczo, iudex of Pavia: g88
Giesebrccht, \Pilhelm von, Hiscoriker:

Gisela, daughter of Ludwig dts From-
men: 7 . -i - i-i

Giselberi, Henog of Lptharingicn:

Gisclher of Magdeburg, Archbishop: 
53i. s4s. i'9. $*--i -. 5*+-i *.

Giselher son Merscburg, bishop:

Gisla, Ludwig the Younger's legitimate 
sister

Frommen: jj
Gisla, daughter of Lothar 11. with 

Waldra- da: iqq, ayq, z83-z8q
Glaser, Hub "n: +*7
GIc6, son of Hciiigcn V'fadimir: 4d8 
Glocker, Winfrid, historian: 5 o, Via 
Gnuba (Gnupa), d8nish king of

Siidjñtland: j9H3qq, ya
Godeltari of Hildesheim, Bishop: 8n
Goethe, Johann Wolfgnns: l4
GoetGng, lüpn°* 575 577
Coetz, Hans-\0'crner, Hictoriker: 68,

Gommon, companion of Drahomir:

Goody, Esther: jai
Garich, K0^^' 543
Gorm the Old, North Jutlandic and

pagan king: jy9. 47*-473 G-zn'sson, 
Soln of the Coq - 473 Gostemysl, king 
of the OÏ'odrites: i 3o
Gottfried lGotfricd/Goddrid), heathen

schcr Norman king: *73' *77-
x79, z8i, z83-i8q, 3oq

Gottfried, Count, follower of Lothar I: 
88

Gottfried, son of K6nig Hugo: 48S 
Gottfried von Lum, bishop: yJ8 Gozbald, 
abbot of Nitderaltaich and

Bishop of Wünburg I *7
Gocbcrt of Maine, Count: up
Craus, F., historian: ^33
G£egot L, -dPr GfoSc-, PapsE zq, Iqq,

+9-- 9)' ^)7' ^5*- 47t
Gr¢go ! V, Papt (8^M+d: 66 7,

GrcgorŸTbpst.88, 4 p6-j5p, jj Grcgor 
VT., Papsc: 478
Gi¢gor VU., Pspst: 66, T88, 94- *37 
Cægor X., Bsps': z
Gregor, papal ceremonial me- 

Gregorovius, Ferdiùznd, histoycist:

Grill, Peter: q
Grimald, Abbot of WeiStnburg and

tanks CaI1en: fay
Gfimoald von Bcnevent, flürst: § j 
Grocz, jcsui': CB, zyz, z8j, zoy 
Guaifcrius, Ï - t e r z o ¿  z6y G 
"nskst, Gr-f: 6
Gundscsr, ' reu/oser ose ränkischer

Gundlach, Gustav, Jeeuit: 386
Gundrada, sister of Adalhard and

Girlfriend of Alcuin: jj
Guntbsld, monk: yj
Gunthar von Kdln, Archbishop 'py,

' *4î- * 7- ^°*
Cdnther of Magdeburg, missionary:



 
 

Ciinther of Cologne, Archbishop: qyi 

Hadamar of Fulda, Abbot: gy8
Hzdrsd: <r
Hsdtisn, I¢ardinalspricster: zgp, TpT 
Hadrian 1st, pope (y a q}): it, 65,

Hadrian II, Pope (86y--8ya): i88,

7s *37s *6WX7O
Hadrian III, Pope (88y-8yz)- zz 
Hadwig, wife of Ortos the Illustrious:

Hedwig, sister of Octos I:
Hagen von Bcrgamo, Bishop ze3 
Haller, Johannes, Papsthistorikcr: i8r,

-°s. -ii. -i . -*s. s°*
Halphen, Louis: 6y, d8a
Hsrsld Blsuzshn Gormsson: jyp,4 6y,

Harald Klak, Danish f/ikingcrkö- ni8: zp- 
1t6- 4yo-47z

Hsrsld $chönhaar, norwcgisclscr Kö-

Häring, &rnhard, ksth. Moraltheo
logc:

Hartmann, Wilfried, historian: zu,
- 9*- ** *$ ' °9^' $57

Hartmann, G. M.: z9s, 5i , 538
Hathcburg, heir of Erwin of

Mcrieburg: j8o-j8i, jze
Hatto of Fulda, Abbot, later 

Archbishop of Msinz:  49*
Hatto of Verdun, Bishop: ai3
Hatto I, of Mainz, Archbishop a98,

i-7. ii°. i''. i4i-i'7. is>iss. 36d, 
38o, yq8

Hauck, Albert, theologian/historian:

Haupunsnn, L.: dyi
Hbbl: s

Heer, Friedriéh, historian: z8
Hcilwig, muctcr of Judith, wife of 

LudWig the Fionine : 3 Henry 1 of 
Saxony, German king

¢B#l'*9 ')7 )7'')70'07S-#5-
3® 3%. 39*4 . W*-4"3- €T-
- 4P9- W'- 4'3-4*-}- - 40 -

4T4- 457* 4*& 4W-171- fifi*- JJJ
I4einrich II" the Saint, German king a.

Henry of Liège, Frankish bishop: i5
Henry the Lion: ty i, r 3
Heinrich von 8abcnberg, qst-

Franconian count, brother of Poppo, 
murderer of Coxfricd: xy$-*®*-
**4- 354

Henry I, Duke of Bavaria, Bntder

Heinrich I Vnn Augsburg, Bishop: 

Heinrich I von Wünburg, Bishop:
f4U5S*

Henry II, the brawler, Bavarian ruler

Henry, son of Orio 1st: Fry
Henry III the Younger of Carinthia,

Hemog: a
Heinrich (11th) vnn Bahcnberg, Count:

3S4' 3'l
Henry of Ksdlenburg, Count: p
Henry of Trier, Archbishop: 4+* Henry 
of Slade, Count, Grandfather

Bishop ThieTmars: g j7
Henry of Würzburg, Bishop 66
Helena, saint: zo6
Helixacher, Frankish abbot and priest: tt, 

3y, ja. si. 73' 7$
Hellmanri, Manfred: *7* i8ß, 68- 369
Helmhold, writer of a Slavic chronicle: 

iJi
Hemma, wife of Ludwig II: ix9 
Hepo, Magdeburg Deban: 9y
Herebald von Auxerrc, Bishop, An-

hanger kothan 1st: 88
Heribert, ßbrother of Bernhard of 

Barcelona, blinded by the opponents 
of Lud- wies -of the Frornmen- as a 
co-vcr- scttwörer: Hz, yi

Heribeti lt, Grat enn 'tfermandois:



d 6 o   

Heribert, Kapellan, Etcbischnf von

Heriger,ArchbishopofMainx:jyy,y8j 
Herilandus of Thérouannc, Bishop:

Hermann BiÎlung, MArkgraf: je-§2l,
4i°. 'i3. 4J>'i . Hr. ii-

Hermann 1st of Cologne, Archbishop: 
3+7i

3 °- 4 4
Hermann von Schwaben, HfifZos' 4*4.

Hermold, Abbot: 8y
Herold, Archbishop of Salzburg: bis,

Herrltlflllff, *, HiStOLiker: r$2 
Heriling, L., Jesuit: §o8
Hetilo of Noyon, Bishop: 3i3 Hetti of 
Trier, Archbishop: r10, +<7 
Heuwiesnr, M.' $i°' 44 +r3
Hildebald of Cologne, Archbishop: zi,

3f' 37
Hildeberi, Etcbischof van Mainz: doo,

Hildegard, mother of Louis the From- 
man: p8

Hildegard, daughter of Louis the 
German and abbess of thwarzach: 
iz8

Hildibald of Worms, Bishop: H ,

Hildiward von Halbcritadt, bishop:
5 ,534

Hilduin of S. Denis, Abbot: q8, ri i
Hilduin, Enkapellan and Ltittr of the 

Hofkapellc under Ludwig -the
ÛrOmlTltn-: *8' 37' 73' 75

Hilduîn of Cambrai, Bishop: -7 
Hilduin, Bishop of Lñttich, then

Yetona, whii'g i'r Msifand: 4*s 
Hilcin, Bishop of Augsburg- Himmler, 
Heinrich: 388
Hinkrnar of Reims, Eczbishop (®4s-

88s): z--. *'-- z6-Ezz, *'s, *4*- liz, 
z7p, 8z-z8a, 8y, 96-zé7,
1Œi, Z€i§ 10$-2Ö6, 11 T, 1E$ -114,
z16-zzy, z§$, z$ z-xyz, yTz

Hinkmar dc Jiingerc, Bishop of Laon: 
i8z, z¡z-z 3

HiB:47*
Hitler, Adolf: j, y9

Hoduin, opponent of Louis the From- 

Holœinann, R., historian: léo, jyi,
455' 588

Honorat of Beauvais, Bishop: jim 
Honorine 11th, Pope: q 87
Hopfner, Wielant: in
Hored, Suffragnnbishop of Adaldag:

474
Hörgrr, H.: qqp HoñgI 
"KÖng:47' Hormi'da, 
aP*'4:J
Hösch, E.: q6y
Hrabanus Maurus, see Rhabanus 

Maurus
Huberr, rfalcgraf and Margrave of 

Tuscia and Spoleto, son of King 
Hiig s: q88, yor

Hubert of Parma, Bishop: 5iz-5i3 
Huebrrt, Count and Abbot: zqWm, 
nm,

Hughard, Count: ijj
Hugo, murderer of Emperor Lambert:

33
Hugo, the legitimate son of Charles the 

Great
8s, uncles and archlancers Kz clc

of the cooling: ii. 4L i>+$7
Hugo, the leader of the empire

uotcr Ludwig -dcm Frommen- and
Lothar I: 86, 88
Hugo Abbas, Ve ter Karls dn Fabien, 
Archbishop of Reime: typ-z6o, jiz 
Hugo Captt, Duke and King: 3i6,

i - i 7
Hugh of Arles and Vienne, Count and

Känig: -t86- 9q
Hugo von Francion, father of Hugo 

Capet, brother-in-law of Otto 1: y3
Hu8o vonTours, Count, father-in-law 

of Louis the Pious: j
Hugn ron Wiirzburg, Bishop (q85-
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Hugo von Zeits, Bishop: y8o
Hugo, son of Lothar II mil 

Theutber- ga, later blinded and 
imprisoned in the cloister

Hugo, Abbot, Enbishop of Cologne: 
zoo Hugo, Enbishop of Mains: y3 
Hugo, illegitimate son of Lud-

King III the Younger: zyy
Hugh, 5son of Count Heribert 11th, 

with  yearøn head of the church 
of Rev: 4p

HYMN, Hcm 94

Ignatius of Constantinople, 'arri- 
crch: ^79s *

Igor of Kiev, Prince: 6
Ikis, frommc Marronc: 47z
Irigoald, abbot of the rich Benedictine 

monastery of Farfa: 66
Ingram, Grkf, father of Ermengard, 

the i. wife of Ludwig -the From- 
mm- z6

Innocentius, a martyr of the Theban 
Legion: 460

Innocent Ili, Pope: zyt
lrmingard, wife of Louis the 

Fromnian: do
Irmingard, abbess, daughter of Louis 

the German: rz8
Irmingard, wife of the Burgundian 

king Boso: 338

Irmintrud, Mrs. Karls deg Kshlen: zyz-

Isidore of Seville, Archbishop, Htiligcr
u. Kirchm)ehrtn i8j

lta, daughter of Hermann 1. von 
Schwa- ben: jz6

Jsnncr, F.: z
Carl Hákon, norwcgÎ cher Hcidcn- 

fûrsr: 3z
Jaropolk, brother of Vladimir the 

Hcili- jaro¥lav . -dcr Seise": 468-

g69

Reggie, U. Volk8kundler: z
Jesse of Amiens, Bishop, spëxrer



Gegnet Ludwigi -the Pious- at the 
site of Lothar I: yy, y}. 8o, 88

J---- lCh*st -): 3®4. 43a-4i4. iw- f37- 
âï3- 7*- ï7

Johann, brother dev 'øndulf I: oz
Johann 'hon Arexzo, Biscltot: xjz, x  
johann von Tosksndlø, Bishop ztx,
johann of F'icolo, bishop: zoj Johann 
of Venice, priest: a5o Johann Ylll., 
pope l87a-88z): ai8,
John IX, Pope (8nß--9oo): 66, yr i,

4* t®7' ' ®9
johann XI, f'àpst: tyy, 8x- 8z,

4M49*
Johaøn XII, Pøpst (9yym3)' 4*7- 

47$. 496-$oø, oz- oy, Jo9
/ohsItTt XÏl}., Psps': 43t, op, 6 John 
XIV, Pope: y, y q
John XV, Pspst: 447' 1Sfi-SS6' 6p-

jyo
/ohann XVI.- Pcpst: gz7- y478 , y 

6-j 8
Johnnci XXIlI, Pope: r88 Johønnøs, 
Oiakon, fiir one hour

Phpsc January 8+i ' '73- 47T John 
of Pøviø, Bishop 8 6  John of 
Ravenna, £obishop

(8yo-8°'): '79' '9i- 9
Johannes von Rouen, Bishop: 3i3 
Johannes Crmcen us, Patricius: Jy 
Johannes Kunbose, Priest: 33q 
johannes Tzimiskos, General, byzanti-

nian emperor: yiä
Johannes (Johann), Cardinal 

Deacon, Gcsandtcr /ohanns XII: 
4P6- yep Johannes, Cardinal, 

enacted a f-runkwhriít fiir Otto I: 
yoo-yor Johannes Philogethos, 

Greek
Lc ircr Ottoa III. a. Gcgenpapst:
547- If I $

Ronas, Bishop of Orl ans: 3o, By



Jordan, Bishop of Poland: j63 Joseph, 
Landgrave of Hesse Darm-

city, Augsburger Bischok. p9
Judas: io4
Judirh, second wife of Ludwig -the 

Frozomen-: z1, y'. -9- 76 74' 7ä, y 
o , 9y, izq, tja

judith,Tocliter of Charles the Bald, 
etig).

°'8i^: *i*- *37
Judith, daughter of Duke Arnulf: dt6
Judith, sister of Bernward, abbess in 

Ringclheim: Joo
Jugurtha, King of Numidia, roy

v. Chr. in Rome: z3g Justinian, 
Byzantine emperor: 6S,

Kämpf, H.: o6
Karl ktartell: 3*4s 4t
Charles, son of Charlemagne" (z81t):

y, Hz
Charles the f¢irtd, son of Kane the Bald:

3* 833'  37'  3'9
Charles I -the Great-: i}-i6, i8, z8,

-76--77. -9°. 34s. 54°. 3"- 
47T. J**, 0*7, )93. #).. #",
4'4-4'T. 03. .44. 4T*- >D.
f*V}*#'f4''4S5

Karl Il. the Bald, Frankish king and king. 
King a. King

set, son of Louis the Pious:
-<- "-'. 7 -zs- ®<-®s- 93-

st.

szz-ext, 1zy, z3T-y4j, t6f, t6y,
'8z-t8z, zy8, zoz, zog-zo , mo&-

s9. - 3. -7i. 3i9. 3*'
Charles III the Fat, Frank. King a.

Emperor, son of Ludwig dex Deut-
SCkgüt: 1 O} 12.} I kQ TU IÖ IÖQ

Guy III the Eiafiilcigc, son of Louis 
the Scantmlen: zj1, -s9. *7*. z*--
3 s. 3**-3 9. 35 a. 3- -z--. 384

ßa£) f -: 97
Charles, Elector of Franconia, Duke 

of Ni€derlotlsaringia, son of King 
Luéwig !V. vort Frank- reich: z jx8, 
yjo

KstlvonderProvence,son of Lothar t.:
may, zfa, r8o, 1p8, zoj, zE7

Karlmann, Frankish household leader, 
ßbrother of Pippin the Younger: 3i, in 

Karlmann, son of Louis the Deut-
schen, King of ß a y e r n : 89, i ip,

*97- 3 fi- 34+
Karlmann, son of Charles the King,

Karlmann, son of Louis of Siam- 

Castor, saint: iiq
Keller, Hagen: y8q, qo, q5 i
Kelly, john, Oxford church historian 

and senior clergyman of the 
anglican church 6z, y4, 497. f

Klemme, alleged pope: i8 Klopstock: 
jnq
Koctl {Chozilo, Chezilo), Slavic prince:

7
Koncony, S.: si
Eonrad, magnate in Alemannia, Bru-

that of judith: $t. 7*- 74
Konrad, Guelph Count: xli
Konrad the Elder of the Lahngau, 
Count:
534-J1 -5**
Conrad 1st {the Younger), King of
Burgundy {qxi-pi*l 344. 347s 3I>

3s9- '<4-'*s- 37 37p. t7-. s'7
Konrad II, Kai6er: j8o
Konrad, from the Konradi family

Conrad Kurxbold, konradiniscfter
Count: jx3

Conrad the Rere, son-in-law of Ot- to I, 
father of Heraog Otios of Carinthia
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itonstans II, osir Roman. KfliSe£: 
19J itonstantin 1st -the Great-, st., 
roman.

Konstantin V. Koptonyinos, East Tösn.

itonstanön Vll. Porphyrogennetos, 
Byzantine Caieer, son of Lcon with 

his Maitressc Zoe:4 63,4 8c- 8i 
Constantine {Cyril), Byzantiri

Deacon, -Stawenapostet-: zz6-z1y,

Constantine II, P ': 477
Konstsntina, daughter of the püp6tl. 
zete-

fftOltieftmeiStCf6 GfCgOF: 2 D
Kornemann: iä, z
itosminski, J. A.: ty i, Wr Koinl, 
Prince, son of Pribinas 
Kratschmann: J6i
Kriemhild, protagonist of the Nicbc- 

lungenlicdes: Sky
Knim, Bulgarian Kheri: zzt-zzi
Kühner, Hans, papal historian and 

Catholic' Z i, iH- *37' 4-t7
Kunigunde, mother of Amulf -dcs Bö-

cen-, keirazcc Konrad lm:3*4. 3*7 
Kupisch, Karl, historian: j , ajy

i-arxb "rt, ftihrmdcr Großct d<- kci- 
ckes under Ludwig -dem Grammen" 
and Locha 1.' 86, 88

Lambert, Ne£fc dm Graben Wsrnar:
3z

Lambert of Mailsnd, Archbishop
(yzz-pjz), indignant against Bercn-

£amWn ton Hamc, Earl: J4 LwWen 
von Spouo, Kaser, son of the

4#-4#4
1-ambert of Toakana, Margrave: 9j
Lambert, son of Rcginan III: y r
Landau, P.: Jzz
lmndo, pope lqt3-9i4l: 48z
Lindulf, bishop, founder of a pro-

Landulf of Btnevcnt, Enbishop: sx4-
yi I

Lantpect, brother of the Ucs and 
murderer of Emmeram: 3oo-Aoi

Lantwart of Minden, Bishop: qr8 
Lauientius, St.: q38, go, 33d, 36x 
Lchr, wladezztar: ETH
Leo III, kciliggcsp£ochenes Mörder- 

scheusal (-8z6): j4, y yp, 6fi, 84, '7) 
'7Ä '@- 3 ' 4P3

Leo L, Pspt ( qd): ij6
Leo IV, Pope (8q y5): r;rZ, xy&-rBo,

Leo V., f'äpst ftit ja T-ge' 447* 
UoYIP stp**o*9:4W 
LeoV[t.,I'äpst (pj6-pyy): jzg, qqz,qpi

-  " '-. P-': '7s. s-f "sw- f-9
Leo IX, Pope: two, y78
Leo XII[.+ Pope (t8y&-zpzj): yes
Loo, I-foinenclator: 6j
Leo, fömiwhcr Ri¢scer, Vster f'xpst

/ohanns XV: yyy
Las ton Psvia, Bishop: SBB
Leo of Vercelli, Bishop (yp8-zcad}:

Leon VI the Wise, Byzantine

Lialdag, Suflragan bishop of Adaldag:
474

Libutius, Mainz monk, sp3tcr Mio
siorisbischof:  4.5 

Lindner, K.: zwo
Liudolf, Count of Saxony ( J: 37s-fi77. 

jyg
Liudolf, son of Oiio I: ¢i6, y9, q9y 
Liudolf, son of Otto the Erlauchcen:

jyy
Liudolf, ßischnf of Osnabriick: 3z6 
Liudotf, Duchess of Swabia: 2

Liutbcrr of Mainz, Er2bisClTof (86 -
889): rz7, i53' i63, iä6, a3o, a9r-

Liutbcrt of Münster. Bishop: zgj 
Liutfried, nephew of Erchangcr and 
Bert-

tvilds: 69
Liutgart, wife of Louis the Younger:

Liutgsrt, Mrs. Konrsds des &occn: 6 ,
ss6



Liuthar, Markgral of the Saxon 
Nordrnark, uncle of decThiemar 
of Merseburg: 396

Liuthar of Stade: 3p5 
Liuthar of Wslbock: j9y
Liutpold. Margrave: Mio, 344- 346, 

Liuiprand of Crernona, Bishop: 3y,

Liurward of Vercclli, Bishop: zyq, 
z8;r-a88, a9i, zq , j3y

Liutward, Nette of Liutward of Ver- 
cellÏ: **7

Liutwind, Kebse of Louis the German
schcn, A'tutter Karlmsnns: cp

Ljudevit Poiavski, Henog of Niedtr- 
pannonicn in Kzoatiœ, Aufültccr 
against Louis -the Pious-

Locscher, Valentin Ernst, theologian: 

Longinus, Heiligcr: 38y
Loihar, son of Charles the Bald: ijz-

Lothzr I, franc. King and Emperor: z6,
'+, '&-'o. 6. 6-- 6, 6s-z*. 7'-so.
8 88, pc-"sz, p6, p8, yoy, zzc -zx4,

V- *4 - * 4' 3 CB' II' fi!4
Lotkar Î l , son of Lothar 1st: tty, zto-

Lothar, King of Italy, Socn King
Hugos, Urcrikel Lcthars Il: qq3-
494- 5'**I° 3

Lothar, itdnig of Frankrcicli fq$q-
s46): s-vs-®, i i°. iiz Löwe, 

H., Hietnriker: zy, 3oy 
Lubcnow- H.: 1491 4 5 
Lution, Katltolik: 6p, t8j
Ludrnilla, Ftau son Herxog Bofivoy 1..:

Louis I. -the rromnie- (Iatinisi<rr:

syd, t j rj8, z8ç, Tp8, ooo, zoB- zop, 
zj8, zj6, z88, yxy, j87, jj,
V- 470 J*4

Ludwig II the Deutu:hc, East 
Franconian. K6-

nig, son Ludwig6 -the famous-

z 4, tjy, Up-z6y, zp8, zo8, zzj, 
zz -zy6, x t 8 , zzçwtj, xxy-zzp,

-sy* 'os- '4s- 3'z* zs * 3*7* 47*
Louis tt, king in Italy and frënk.
Ï¢aiset, son Loîhan l. (8yj-Bye):
7 IO, III, Un} I 'QUI gr, html,

Louis III of Jûngcre, son of Louis II 
the German: 89, izp, iji,

Louis Il. the St-nndet, son of Charles
des Kahlen: i3z, x3y, pi, amy-aç8,

3^4- 3ï ' 3
Louis III of the Rhine Franconia and

Saxony: zy8
LudwigfffvonderRovœ'x,dvB1n- 

de, last Carolingian Schsnen- king, 
son of Boso of Vienne, Kai-

U3- 4fif- 444
Louis ]V., King of Srankrcich:

Lñbke, Cht,: aq
Liidtke, Frsna: rqd, 36y, ysy, yy, 39d,
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Luítbert, Abbot of Herfieden and En- 
bishop of Mainz: izy

Lukss, Evangelist: q) i
Lupus vnn Ferriéres, Abbot: r36

Mogdahelm, Count, leading defender 
of the town of Cháloii sur Saóne 
against Lochar I,:

Magin£rcd, Mail$nder Count: j3y 
Maincia, Rirter: yz
Majolus of Cluny, Abbot: yt8 
Marccllinus, St. Lciche: a6 Marciznus, 
Bishop of Augsburg: j Ma}oros, 
Ferenc, jurist and histori

ker: ins
Manassc, Enbiichof of Arles a. of
Ma''land: 4*S' 49a. 495' +9S-+9!

Maria, God's Mother: q4
Marinos 1st, Pope (88a-88d): 3zi- i3,

Marinos II, Pnpst {qix-9 S): ¢qz
Markward of Hildoheim, bishop:

Marmanus {= Morirían), called king by 
the Bretons, possessed by Lud- wig 
"the Pious":  47

Marozia, daughter of Thenphylact:
g8z, g8p-4pI, gg6

Msrsi)ius of Padua, 5tsscsthnrcti

Mast: r8z
Malernus, chief shepherd of Cologne 

dts q.1•  hrhunderis, died several 
times: 933-4@

Matfritd, leading gro0cr of the Rei-
ches under Louis the Pious and 
Lothar I: 8S, 88

Matfricd 11th, Gmf of Mm: 3i 8-3i9,

Mathilde, Mrs. Heinriche 1: 58i, Si 3, 
P°- 41°- 419- 3 ^

Mathilde, daughter of Ones 1st, 
Ábiissin

von Quedlinbarg, by her nephew 
Octo JIÍ. to desceo Sccllvcrtrcterin in 
Sachscn- '-^. s'^. s'-

Mstmonocus von Landcvcnnec, Abbot:
y8

Maurikios, Emperor of Byianz: to 
Mauritius, Saint: j8}, § i, q} q6o 
6'lcdardus, St. Confess, corpse: 83 
Meginbert of Soben, Bishop: j8J 
Meginfred of Milan, Count: 33i 
htegingaud of Mayenfeldg,au, Count:

3+7
h1eickclbeck: yyo 
Mcngingoz: z86
Mtniel, Wolfgang, literary historian

u. Publizixt: 3iy, yyo
Jvtethodios, Byzantine abbot, -Sla- 

wenapostel -, Enbíschof: mil-eq,
*3+-*3^- 4 4

Michael, Archangel: fox, -tiS, qjq 
Michael I, KaiSer of Byzantium: 
zzz
Michael III, Emperor of Byzantium 

(8 iz-867): ziq, zii, zz6, z6i
Michael von Rcgensburg, Bishop: Ut,

Micsiko 1. l= Dsgoj, Polish Her-
=a: 4°i- 4*--4*i. s-i. 5-*. 143-
56 - 6q, 568-56q

Mil8ds, ToChter Bo|eS)avs: gos 
hliliciades, st., pope {y i i-3lq): i85 
Afilada, sister-in-law of Boleslav II, 
ábtis-

*l*- S 4
Miki of lvtinden, Bishop: 6q
Milo, Count, buys the bishopric of 
Verona:

4 9- 49*
Mistui, Christian Obodriian prince:

M6hler, /ohonn Adafn, catholic 
t h e o l o g i a n : z8z

Mojmir 1st, Slavic prince ( *i4 
1st cent:

i 56, ry9
Mojmit II, son of Swatopluk: 3zo 
Motman Msrmanu5: 4*- S3 
Mühlbacher, Engolbcrt, Hiscotiket:

66, roy, r ir, i3o, zr4, zq8, q6

Naegie, A.: hoy
tlakon, Obddritflfifñrs - 4f 4¥7 
Neuss, Wilhelm: z8j
Nikephoros I, Byxanian emperor:



zto--:z81
Nikephoros 11th Phocas, Byzantine 

emperor (96d-96q): y rq-y r6
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Nikoleos f. Mystiko$, Pstriarch: g8z 
NikoläUS Î- Ï ' 8^ (*£ *7)- '7'*

Nilus, a well-known name throughout 
Italy

Abs: y 8
t'lithard, Leienschriftstelltr des Frñh- 

mitinlaltcri: y, 7s, 8My, qj, qS,

Nitnsch, F.: 3y
Nominal, Bretonfîirst (8jz-8 z):

^34-+3S
Notker Balbulus, monk of Sankt

Gallen: ig, iqp
Notker, Bishop of Liittich: y is. ¥s7 
NoW. R.: ri8
Nylandcr, j.:

Ods, firänkin, Gacrin des Sackscngra-
ten Lindolf (-9-il: 37s

Oda von Haldensleben, nun of the

-3- f - J< J>9
Odakar, Count: ji&-ji9
Odelrich, Count, indignant against 
Bcrcn-

Odilo, Bayernhem g, brother-in-law 
Pip- pine 111: iy6

Odilo von Clunp, abbot, biographer 
of the

Empress Adelhcid: y 8, SI*' 5i7 
Odo, Grnf of Orleans: ryu
Odo, Vetrer of the Bcmhard of Barce-

lone: yz, qq
Odo of Cluny, St.: Wp'
Odo of Psris, count, later king (888-

8p8), son of Robert the Tspfe-
- -8', ss- z --'-I-"7. 3/* Olgc 

tf4c}gx), the II, €zogfüzscin of
/¢i--' (†s6s): <6'-46s

Octaxian, Soho Albcclchs: 497 
Olderich of Cremona, Bishop: si* 
Omurtag, Khan, Bulgarian Lord-

scher l8i -83x): 6
Osdag, Bishop of HildcshCim: ï7ï*

$-f
Ota, wife of Arnulf: 3i7 , j i 3zo

Otberr, Bishop of Strasbourg: jr6
Otherc, Walro0mördet: a8



Otkied from ei8enburg; iyo
Otgar of Eiclutâtt, Bishop: i 3, ixz-

Otgar, Ernbiechof of Mainz, Kerktr- 
nieiscer Ludwig -des Fromtnen-:

Othricfi, Saxon cathedral master:
Otker {Orgrr) of Speyer: qi8, o6 Oim 
I, Bishop of Freising: xr, y3q Otto 1. -
dcr Gro0e- (jj), King a.

1+s. ss-. sss-ss - sse
Octo Il., Sokn Oitos L, dt. Köaig u.

ÑBiC0£ ( $W® 3t- 4*6- 4^ 4 - 44*-

Octo III, son of Oztos Jl, Känig u. Kai-
-" 4*^'-7- +i - 4'8. s''. s4s-S -

3 f - 57 $77
Otto the Illustrious, Duke of Saxony,

Vatcr Heinrichs 1st, 3j8, 4yjl-j77, 38z
Odo von Karntcn, Hcrzog, Vsrcr dcs

juagcn Brun Pspct Crcgors Y.: yy6 
Otto von Saclisea, Herxogj $6z
Otto of Andechs, Gist g6o
Ono, Gtsf, wcsdténk. C£O3-r* *4J 
Orrulf of Troycc, Bishop z4f

Pandulf son CBpua and Bcncvœc,

fW M °1: $ - i*4
Pariase, hlichel, historian: i8
P*x8aWe I; Pope from 8z to B*g:

Paschalis, Bishop: 3 z
Pasrhasius Radbemic, St. Abbot of 

Corbic: r j, 2y
Pätzold, Barbara: q3r
Paul, priest: boy
Paul, Rcgensburger Archipresbytcr:



 
 

Pau!cr, co)and: §Ej
Pau|us, Apostcfftirst: zpy, tyz, Sgt,

Paul of Populonia, Bishop: zzj

Perun, foremost Russian and Polish 
godr: @8

RtLus; hl., AQDs£e$: x6, y8, Iq$,
- i -i- 3 -. 4ii-'ii. 'i 45s.
4#4'499-53%

Pel:rus, Roman Stsd'prefek : joy
Peter, abbot of the monastery of 
Farfa: z69 Peirus of Albano, bishop: 
3ji Peter II, of Novara, bishop: Jiz 
Pgtvqn Vercelli, bishop: jy8, j p 
Peter, margrave, brother pope jn-

hannc X.: }88-Grandpa
Pexola, Kcbswcib King Hugo: 88 
Philip, Roman monk, pope for

one *^8: 477
Photios, Patriarch: mz-zz6, idi-z6z, 

3xi-3zz, jz5, So
Pilgrini 1st of Salzburg, Enbishop:

34*- 3*4
Pilgrim of Passau, bishop (p7r-ppz),

great forgery, in the Niebelungcnlied

Pippin II the Middle (U-41: -i-
Pippin III the Jiins-t7+4T 8}, R- 

kish Hausmeier, eriter karolingi-

Pippin {t8io), son of Ksrl's idea Great

Poppo im Grabfeld, Count Babenbcryi:

Poppo I, Bishop of Wiirzburg: 4z6 
Poppo II, Bishop of Würzburg; qi6 
Pnrphyrogenita Anna: yi6

I'ribin9, st9wisctter Forsc: zsWs57- i' 
>*7

Prinz, Friedrich, historian: *17- 3 i
Pseudoisidor: i8a, iq} 
Rolemaios: ige

Radbod, Count, Frank. 
Grenckomman- dant: i j8, r6j

Redbod of Trier, Archbishop: Fry, s6a
Radoald of Porto, bishop: 4
ILadim-Gaudencius, Hs)bbrother Adat-

bene of Prague, Archbishopric of 
Gne- sen: yj

Radtke, Chr.: 47+
Ragenar of Amiens, Bishop: i36
Rahner, Jesuit: 8o
Ramward of Minden, Bishop (99d-

*°°*)' 3<>
Ranke, Leopold von, historian: iqa
Rastisiav (Raäslav), Moravian driver 

(846""87c,): zjp-z6$, x6y, z67, zzr, 
zzj-zz8, zwo

Ratbod of Trier, Archbishop: 3iq
Ryther of Verona, bishop 39s 
Ratlcik, scribe of Einhard: z6 
Rat!eik, Abs of Scilgcnstadr-^*7  
Ratold of Verona, bishop: j o

gcn-- z - *7. 3* Ratolf, Margrave of Serbenmark: iJ3
Pippin I, King of AquiEsnicn, son
Ludwigs -dcs Frommen-: z6, z8, jj-
34-J9-49' S3'54' 9'7*'73 -7¥-
8-¥ypi-p6,#,m'  
'4U'7I*3-

Pippin 11th, son of Pippin I and 
grandson of Louis the Pious: iz3, i 
3ö,
^3 *4

Pius IX, Papsc: z88
Pius XII, Papsi (iqj9-iq 8), allowed

Pliny the Elder: rode
Poppe, A.' 4*9

Poppo, Count of Sorbtnmark: z8



Rau, Reinhold: y5
Regina, Kebse of Charles the Great: j3, 

Reginar 1st (Lanbhals), Count: j i8,

Reginar III, count, mili- t i a t e d  by 
Otto I: ¢3i

Reginar lV" Craf, son of Reginar Ill:
43°

Reginbald, nephew of St. Uirich: jJy 
Reginbrand, Suffmgnnbishop Adal-

dags: Syd
Reginhar, conspirator against Louis

-den rrommen-: z4



6 6 8   BECISTSR

Reginhard, Kämrnercr and Beraccr 
of Louis -the Pious- as well as 
swearing against ilui: gr

fiegino from Priim, Abt: ya, i i3, i35,

Rtindel, Kurt, historian: izq, 3oy,

Reinliardt, U.: my
Remigius of Rheims, Bishop: #33 
Rhahanus Maurus {= Hrebanus Mau-

rus), abbot in Fulda a. archbishop of
Mainz: Sq, 79, 86, ip, ia6, r6o, zzq 

Richar of Pesuu, Bishop: 3q9 
Richard of Burgundy, HRB: 3 J 
&ichardis, Freu Kaufs des Dickens:

Richt', T'icrre, historian: 7. '-. z--. 
zoy, z 1O8, Ryo, zz8, §€§

R.icher von kcims, Atönchschronist:

Itichgxrd, Frsu Ksiser KarIS III -3‹7  
ftichildis, concubine Kath des Kah-

len, later empress: zi , i39 
Richobodo of St. Riquier, abbot, 
grandson

Charlemagne: ij6 Richwin, 
Count: 3z8
Riculf von Soissnns, Bishop: l i3 
Ridder, Bernhard, Thcologe: xli 
&iis, Thomas: yjz
Rikdag, Burgrave of Mei8en: jty 
Rimbect, Archbishop of Hataburg-

Brcmen: t68
Rjurik, Vikingtr, welcomed the rus-

sischc kCich: g61
R.obenderYapfcre, Lsienabt, ancestor 

of the Capctinget: zu, Kfz
Robert (., brother of King Odo:

jty-jz6
Rogncda, daughter of Jsropolk: 46d 
Romanos II, Bymntine emperor:

y@ 
RomanusvORBagnoea,Bi6CÄOt:i$O 
Romanus,P ps: 354
Itoraer, Hermann: 4*s

Rorich, Norrn8iinen *- *! S- *73 
Rosenbwg, Alkcd, national social. 
Po-

politician, i9qfi executed in 
Nuremberg: 388

RoBhirr, catholic theologc: i8a 
Rotfrrd, campanian count, ccrkered

John XIII: 5o9-3 io
Rotgard, abbess in Hilwarishauscn: 

Roctiad of Soissons, bishop: y, ip6- 

R.othild of F'arcmoutier, abbess:

ftaza, Kcbswcib King Hugos: g88
Rozo, successor to Bruning of Asti:

Rudolf 11th, King of High Burgundy:
37 379t 3 $"3 4 4°3- 4 $"4 7-

Rudolf von Fulda, Schiller and 
successor to Rhabanus in the 
management of the Fulda School, 
the author of several documents: 
Jaq

Rudolf of Raetia, Margrave: 3o6 
Rudolf, Magnai in Alcrriannia, Bru-

that of Judith: 34. 7^. 74
Rudolf, Guelph king in Burgundy:

Rudolf von Wünburg, Bishop: 3 o,

Rudolf, Abbot of Sr. Omer and St. 
Vaact:

Rußn, Kirchcnschrifcstclier, 5Chreibet 
einer ominösöscn 
Kirchengesckicho: 68

Ruotbert of Trier, enchancellor: yi 3 
Ruotgcr, monk, ereter biographer of 
Brun:
43°

Rutbod of Trier, Archbishop:
Ruthard of Srmßburg, Bishop:

Sabinianus, Pope: iq3 
Sachs, Hans: qoq 
Solomon, King: gb8
Solomon I, Bishop of Constance: iz7,
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Salomo M., Bi8cho£ of Constance: j66 
Sslomo III. of Constance, bishop:



Salomon, Yetter dev Erispøií and from 

Salvisn, Kizchenscltrift6teller: pt
Santo, Frankish merchant: r}y
Samuel, BuJgnrenzar: 467
Sanila, Count, Leading Vertcidigcr of 

the Stadi Chllon sur Sø8ne against 
Lo- thar i.: 8y

Saniifa ler, L: z9 
Schieffer, Rudolf: r yr
Schieffcr, Y tcodor, historian: W 3*'

Schiller, Friedrich von: tyq 
Schlesinger, W., historian: .jm, yj6 
Schmidt, Alois: jh
Schmidt, Philipp, Augsburgcr 

tobacconist and snack shop owner: 
j o

Schneider, R., Hicmrikcr: q6, 
8j Sclneidmñller, B.: a z
Schöffcl, J. B.: j98 Scloti, 
Clausdiettr: øzq
Schramm, P. E., HistorikcF: 4tW4'I*.

Schulzc, Hans K., Historik'r: i iø, yj 
Schur: zzp, z6y, z8y, yet, $ t 
Schwaigcr, Georg, kath. Thcologc u.

Pope historian: j66
Sckwenk, Sigrid: jo
Sclaomir, abrînnigcr Slavic prince: Up 
Sebasúan, Hciligcr, seligc martyr-

lciche: z6, 8j
Seckel, Erail, Prorcstantian ]u sc: 

Sodechias, ¡üdiecher Lnibant Karl-

Scppclt, ranz Xaver, kat tolicchcr 
Papsthistoriker: jp-6o, T86, z8y,

-3 - '---4'3- S--- f- -S-z
S*'sjus II, ž ' pcc 8+I-8-ty)1 -73-z7',

z@, zyp, Ayr, jyj
S "zgîus MI., pope and double môrdct:

Sergius II, city tyrant of Naples: aäy 
Sergius, magiscer militium, plunders

Kirchenschati: mo, who
Sico von Ostin, Cardinal: oJ-yo6

669

Siegfried, pagan Norman king
-'g -77. ^zs. -8z-Z83- jOq

Siegfried, only son of the margrave
fen Gcro: j

Siegfried of Augsburg, Bishop yßn 
5icgmund, Bishop of Halberstadt:

Sige5ard von rulds, Abr: zjj, z6y, xjo 
Sikko, Count, Imperial Miesus: yj6 
Silvesrør t., hï., Pápat ( z -jj ):z8 ,

New Year's Eve 11th, Pkpet: x), 3yj
Silvescer Ill., PnP -: 47
Silvcster of ørto, Bishop: j3z
Simon, notary to King Konrød I and 

King Henry I: Hy
Simeon, Bernhard, historian: 38, 6
Slavnik of Libicc, prince: yyz, js 
Snclpcro, arte of Kremsmünstcr: yo8 
Sobebor, son of Slavnik: y6 
Sopkie,daughter of the empress Theopha-

nu, Äbùcsin voa Gandersheins: j@,
z+- 7g.'

SpyriknCv (88s-s^SI: 4Æ 
Scadtmüllcr, G.: joy

Sc<fan I of Gran (= &sik), son of 
theGrandf rsr-- Gina: -573-
574 Stefania, wife of Bapsc Hadrian 

II:

Srefan Y., Pope (88d-8qi): zyi-z3z, 

Stephen II, Pope: i8J, k9
Stcphan IV, ž 'bpst (8z6--8'y): yp-6z,

6y, yj
siwk-n vI., P-p* :'3--zzs. 'zz
Stephen VII, Pope: øpo

Stcphan- Pspsc 9 4 s - s u ): '77- 
4P*

Stephen, Earl: jzWjzp
Stephen, Priestcr, erdross¢ ce Papsc

ÑCItcÖ I¢C VI-: 477- y3G
Stcpkane, concubine of Alb "rich:

Stephanie, Kebsweib KönigHu i88
Sxphønos,Pixtrisrch,Br "derLœnsYI.:

jzj, j8o
Stem, L./Bartmuss, H. /.: ytz 
Scojgnef, Obodritenftir6c: tj6-4S7
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Stmchkvae (Christian), son of 6enzels:

Stormer, Wilhelm, historian: zyo, zq , 
oy, 3o8, yyo

Struve, Tilman: 3s. i s
Sundcrhold of Mainz, Enbishop:

Svaroiic (Rndogost), slzwischtr war goti: 
y3z

Svrn Estriilisan, Ddnenkönip y3j 
Svjatopollt, Vladimir's heir to the 
throne, Bru-

that of Empress Anna: ¢68
Svjaioilav, son of St. Olga: fi4 4 3 Sw 

"ropluk I. (Svstopluk) (= Zwcnti- bald), 
nephew of Restislav, Gro0-

fiü {8;o-8p4):*6zz6 zz8-z),
-86,3°-,3 3".3'7.m'

Swatopluk II, son of Swatopluks I: 3io
Sybel, Heinrich von, historian: y ri
Symmschus 1st, Pope (çp&- ' )' 4çz-

tP7

Tabacco, Giovanni: q85 
Taciius: ry
Taino, rich Lombard prince, Va-

cer of the f'apst Lando: 8z
Tslarus of Minturno-Ganz, bishop:

ß I O
Tammo, brother of Bishop Bern-

ward of Hildesheim: y3q
Taesilo, Bavarian duke: qä Tedbald, 
archdeacon of Milan,

Son of K6nig Hugo: 88 Tellenbach, 
Gerd, Hisiorikec: Ho. 3sx Ttrfel, 
Khan: zzo
Teutbald (Theutbold) of Langres, 

Bishop: 3i3, 3 by
Teutgnud lThietgaud) of Trier, En- 

bishop: zer, zoy
Thankmar, son Place of the 

Illuminated: '77
Tliankmar, son of Henry 1: 38o,

Thtgan, French choir bishop: i5-
'6, -. 34-35.4°.‹*.**•T4•6°-*',

Theoderic (Theuderic), half-brother
Ludwig -desFrommcn-: ),qi

REGISTER

Theoderic of Minden, Bishop: z26 
Thendcrich, Archbishop of Trier

(s*5M7l' 434
Theodo, Baycrníiirst: 3oe
Theodor, Primiccrius, nuncio at the 

íz'fink court under Louis -dcm

Theodore 11, Pope: 33i
Theodora, Byzantine t(aiserwit-

Theodore d.Á., wife of Theophylact,
-shainless whore-: ' - 4*3- is-

Theodora the Younger, daughter of 
Theephy-

clock: 8i
Theodosius 11th, róm. Emperor: i86
Theodulf, Bishop of Orlóans, Court-

poet, conspirator against Ludwig
-dtn Frommcn-: 3z, 4o

Theophanu, Byzantine princess, wife 
of Otto II, Kaistrin: 5 r6,

54 i4 ' 5 i^' 557' 3 +i f 3i SZ4 S7S
Tlieophanu, granddaughter of Empress 

Theophanu, abbess of Essen: q6 
Theophylact, head of papal finances 

under Sergius Ill: ¢8i, ¢83,
q89

Thcoto of Marmoutier ltsToun, abbot, 
chancellor of Louis -the 
Frommert-, fell in battle against 
Loth-- -: 7

Theutbcrga, Mrs. Lothar's 11th: ig9-
xoj,

Thicderich, Count: 38i
Thiedrich von der Nordmark, Mark-

girl, 4atcz of Oda {wife of Miesz-
ko': *i. ii-. ii4-i3i

Thictelah of Worms, Bishop: 3 y
Thietgaud, Enbishop of Trier: w7 
Thietmar of Salzburg, finbishop:

, +o8, 4'+ +zz +z6 +z8-+^p, 436-
+W+4+ +t7'U+ +T "45 -4f7- **°-
1 s- '- ''-s. '7'. 47)s ''-. s's.



5*+-5**- y*4-5 - S7* Thiota, 
suspektc Prcdigcrin: Tz8



 
 

Thioto of Würzburg, Bishop: jJo
Thomas Aquinas, Saint a. Church

chenlchrer: 3qy
Thors-i, wife of G--=: 47s
Tomek,E.:pz
Tragebeto, royal servant: j J 
Treitschke, historian, Saxonian

Son of a general: ntä
Trillmich, Werner, Hisioriker:is7  
Tugumir, verrlutisCher Wendenfüh-

rer: q}3, -ty
Sullin, victim of Louis the Pious: jz
Tunna, henchman of Drahomiis: yy 
Tuto of Regensburg, Bishop: Sky,

Udalfricd von EichsLgtt, Bishop' jd§ 
Udalrich, Count: 6j
Lfdo, Conradine Count: y Udo 
of Freising, Bishop: jyo Udo of 
Kadlenburg, Count: Joy

Waitz, Georg, historian: ixv, j8#, jq# 
Wala, count, abbot of Corbie, patron 

of KarJs -the Great- and deasen
--- --: i-. 33. "-'3. S-,7 . 7i.7s.

;ry, 88
Wala (Walo), Bishop of Mttz: zy2,

Walafried Strabo, envoy of Louis,

4ado,Abbot: i6;
TVado fromComo,Ab<:y
mldovonFwiimg,Biachofzpz,zp8,

3*7- 347
Waldrada, Mrs. Lotharc II: i9 toe,

zoy, zoy, zo8, azz, zx6, "7p, z8j 
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