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Series Editor’s Foreword

During the first half of the twentieth century, analytic philosophy 
gradually established itself as the dominant tradition in the English-
speaking world, and over the last few decades it has taken firm root in 
many other parts of the world. There has been increasing debate over 
just what “analytic philosophy” means, as the movement has ramified 
into the complex tradition that we know today, but the influence of the 
concerns, ideas and methods of early analytic philosophy on contempo-
rary thought is indisputable. All this has led to greater self-consciousness  
among analytic philosophers about the nature and origins of their  
tradition, and scholarly interest in its historical development and philo-
sophical foundations has blossomed in recent years, with the result that 
history of analytic philosophy is now recognized as a major field of phi-
losophy in its own right.

The main aim of the series in which the present book appears, the 
first series of its kind, is to create a venue for work on the history of 
analytic philosophy, consolidating the area as a major field of philoso-
phy and promoting further research and debate. The “history of ana-
lytic philosophy” is understood broadly, as covering the period from 
the last three decades of the nineteenth century to the start of the 
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twenty-first century, beginning with the work of Frege, Russell, Moore 
and Wittgenstein, who are generally regarded as its main founders, and 
the influences upon them, and going right up to the most recent devel-
opments. In allowing the “history” to extend to the present, the aim is 
to encourage engagement with contemporary debates in philosophy, 
for example, in showing how the concerns of early analytic philosophy 
relate to current concerns. In focusing on analytic philosophy, the aim 
is not to exclude comparisons with other—earlier or contemporary— 
traditions, or consideration of figures or themes that some might regard 
as marginal to the analytic tradition but which also throw light on ana-
lytic philosophy. Indeed, a further aim of the series is to deepen our 
understanding of the broader context in which analytic philosophy 
developed, by looking, for example, at the roots of analytic philosophy 
in neo-Kantianism or British idealism, or the connections between ana-
lytic philosophy and phenomenology, or discussing the work of philos-
ophers who were important in the development of analytic philosophy 
but who are now often forgotten.

One group of philosophers who have indeed been relatively neglected 
in mainstream analytic philosophy, but who arguably constitute their 
own philosophical tradition—or indeed, traditions—with many points 
of connection with mainstream analytic philosophy, is the Brentano 
School, a group of philosophers who were influenced by the work of 
Franz Brentano (1838–1917). Brentano taught first at Würzburg, where 
he published his most influential book, Psychology from an Empirical 
Standpoint, in 1874, and then moved to the University of Vienna, 
where he taught until 1895. The members of the Brentano School 
include Edmund Husserl (1859–1938), who went on to found the phe-
nomenological tradition, Kazimierz Twardowski (1866–1938), who 
established the Lvov–Warsaw School, and Alexius Meinong (1853–
1920), who studied with Brentano in Vienna and taught at Graz from 
1882 until his death. There has been a lot of work recently on the con-
nections between analytic philosophy and phenomenology; see, for 
example, the volume in this series edited by Mark Textor: Judgement 
and Truth in Early Analytic Philosophy and Phenomenology (2013). The 
Lvov–Warsaw School forms the core of the Polish analytic tradition;  
a volume on this, edited by Kevin Mulligan, Katarzyna Kijania-Placek 
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and Tomasz Placek, has also been published in this series: Studies in the 
History and Philosophy of Polish Logic (2013).

Brentano and Meinong are key figures in what has been called the 
Austrian analytic tradition. Meinong, most famous in mainstream  
analytic philosophy for his theory of objects, taken as including non- 
existent as well as existent objects, both influenced and was criticized 
by Bertrand Russell in his early work. But another, less well-known 
figure is Anton Marty (1847–1914), who studied with Brentano in 
Würzburg (before he left for Vienna), did his doctorate under Hermann 
Lotze (1817–81) at Göttingen, and from 1880 taught at the Charles 
University in Prague, where he was Rector from 1895 to 1897. (Prague 
at the time was part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.) His doctoral 
thesis was on the origin of language, and the philosophy of language 
was his central focus throughout his subsequent career. Influenced 
by Brentano’s theory of intentionality as well as his conception of 
descriptive (as opposed to genetic) psychology, Marty was concerned 
to develop what he called a “descriptive semasiology”. His main work 
was Untersuchungen zur Grundlegung der allgemeinen Grammatik und 
Sprachphilosophie, the first volume of which was published in 1908. A 
full account of the “linguistic turn” that took place in the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries, which is often but wrongly seen as charac-
terizing analytic philosophy alone, would have to recognize Marty’s 
contribution.

The present volume, edited by Giuliano Bacigalupo and Hélène 
Leblanc, is devoted to the work of Anton Marty. As they explain in their 
introduction, their aim is not simply to do greater justice to Marty’s 
place in the history of philosophy, or to his contribution to the devel-
opment of analytic philosophy, but to breathe “some new life into his 
thought” by revisiting and exploring his ideas from a contemporary per-
spective. Divided into three parts, the first part addresses various issues 
in the philosophy of language, looking at the connection with the work 
of H. P. Grice (1913–88), among others. The second part turns to the 
philosophy of space and time, on which a book by Marty was edited 
and published two years after his death. We see here some of his ideas 
on the ontology and phenomenology of space and time. The final part 
is concerned with two metaphilosophical aspects of Marty’s thought, 
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on existence and being, and on the way that philosophers can be mis-
led by pictures embedded in our use of language. The first shows how 
rooted he was in Brentano’s writings on Aristotle’s metaphysics, and 
the second anticipates Wittgenstein’s later efforts—as part of his own 
Sprachkritik—to diagnose and combat the effect of misleading pictures. 
This volume succeeds very well in demonstrating the depth of Marty’s 
thinking, his place in the history of philosophy and the continuing fer-
tility of his ideas in connecting with present concerns.

Berlin, Germany  
December 2018

Michael Beaney
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