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SOME OPINIONS

“The Tantras have hitherto played in Indology the part of a jungle which
everybody is anxious to avoid, It is therefore a matter of congratulation that
at last somebody has made up his mind scientifically Lo explore the jungle «i.ee.as
That these books ( including those in preparation ) are likely to become a great
boon everybody will admit”.— Zeosop/ist.

“For the serious student of Comparative Religion, however, Tantra is a mine
of information”.— The Ques!.

“Tantrik lterature has been neglected by Sanskrit scholars as well as
students by Comparative Religion......Mr, Arthur Avalon has devoted himself
to the study of these obscure writings with an enthusiasm worthy, some would
think, of other Sanskrit writings as yet untranslated. One may join in his hope
that much of the prejudice against them will disappear when the Tantras are
read in their entirety.”— Z%e Times of India

“The Tuntra Shilstra is the source of some of the most fundamental concepls
as regards worship” ,—Madras Mail.

“We cannot say whether the publication to the world by a foreigner of these
secret scriptures is a fulfilment of the prophecy contained in the Tantras, but
we think more good than evil is likely to result.”— Udbodkana.

“The Tuntras embrace every phase of human life and there is hardly a branch
of learning wkick is not covered by them.”— The Bengalee.

“These books dealing with the secret mysticism and magic of India are
the most interesting which have been published in recent years” —Newe
Metaphysische Rundschan.

“An inestimable benefit to all interested in India and Indian thought,
opening up t%e vast domain of Tantrik lore whick forms one of the most important,
yet strangely neglected, regions in the realm of Sanskritic learning......The prejudice
of Western Sanskritists and 24e consequent distrust of English-educated Hindus
taking their cue from their European Gurus have been instrumental in making the
Tantras looked upon with disfavour by the present generation . But there is no
denying that almost #ze whole of the present day Hinduism on botk its philosophic
and ritualistic side kas a Tantrik basis”"—The Calentta University Magazine.

#The Tantra offers many suggestions to the West in virtue of the accentua-
tion of Will and Power”.—J/ Nuovo Paese (Roma).

“For many years past the Shastra has suffered neglect at the hands of
both Indian and European scholars and manuscripts are rapidly disappearing.
This with the general i1gnorance prevailing regarding the subjectmatter
of the Tantra, threatens to passthe Shastra into oblivion, and the thanks
of the public, especially of the Hindu public are due to Arthur Avalon
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for his attempt at rescuing it fiom this undeserved fate”"—Z%e Express.
“Arthur Avalon has made a very happy choice from amongst the immense

material of Indian literature....A highly important Source for the study of present-

day orthodox Hinduism”,—Literarisches Zentralblatt fur Deutschtand ( F. B. ).

“Since the ‘discovery’ of the Sanskrit language by Sir W. Jones, the
attention of the learned in Europe has been widely drawn to other Shistras
of the Hindus. But the Tantra Shastra has not been so fortunate. Iluropean
savants having been previously under the impression that it was utterly
contemptible and full of superstition. Arthur Avalon is the first to
remove this stigma and he is therefore undoubtedly the object of gatitude of
every Hindu.”—Pratibha.

“But it is a most difficult and dangerous subject in every way, and confronts
us with endless problems, religious, psychical and moral, that are almost
undreamed of today in the West”.—Z%e Quest.

“We have already on several occasions drawn the attention of our readers
to the courageous effort which Aithur Avalon is making to supply students of
Comparative Religion with materials which will enable them to treat with
greater understanding certain aspects of religion in India hitherto veiled in
almost impenetrable obscurity”.— Z%e Quest.

Tt is strange that though Hinduism and its several writings have been
critically studied by Western Scholars for nearly a century, this Tantrik phase
and its scriptures have been hitherto neglected, with the result that very little
is known of them and that little too, is full of misconception To the ordinary
mind the Tantra is associated with all that is abominable in Hinduism and the
very mention is enough to provoke disgust.--This work of Mr. Avalonisa
generous as well as a courageous task”.—Z%e Zimes of India ( Bombay ).

“But in Sir John Woodroffe we have a complete understanding of the
spiritual Philosophy of the Indians......The Tantrik text books which he has
illuminated with great power and ringing conviction have this message of a
perfect life”.— Ze Liberator.

“Mr. Arthur Avalon has rendered an unique service to humanity generally
and the Indian people, in particular, in editing the Tantiik Texts series and in
translating some thought-provoking works on Tantra”,— Z%e Kalpaka.

“The merit of Mr. Avalon’s timely publication has become widely known
by this time in India and outside. Nobody can deny that his works have
dispelled a mass of gloom that was hitherto enshrouding the Tantrik lore in
the minds of the outside world and Scholars have come to realise now, that #ke
religious history of the land is not understood if proper study be not made of the
Tantrik Literature..... Tantra embraces this Power of Nature, i. e. Nature
Herself with a conscious soul and thus transfigures the whole life and creation as

a manifestation of a living Power, selfconscious and selfsufficient”.— Vedanta
Kesari ( Madras )
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“Evidently the doctrine of the Tantras is nothing but a pure Vedantic one
«.One of the most striking features of the Tantra is its doctrine of both
enjoyment and liberation”.—Modern Review.

“Arthur Avalon has by his learned edition of Tantrik Texts in both
Sanskrit and English, indeed rendered an eminent service tothe cause
of Sanskrit literature”.— Z%e Calutta Review.

“We suspect that ‘Arthur Avalon’ is one of the learned Pandits of Bengal
whose native speech has not been without influence upon his almost impeccable
English”.— ZTkhe Nation ( New York ).

“The Catholicity is typical of the whole Tantrik system whichis in its
aspiration one of the greatest attempts yet made to embrace the whole of God
manifested and unmanifested in the adoration, self-discipline and knowledge
of a single soul...... Mr. Avalon in his publications insists upon the greatness
of the Tantra and seeks to clear away by a dispassionate statement of the real
facts, the cloud of misconceptions which have obscured our view of this
profound and powerful system.”—4»ya ( Madras )

“The Tantras are obscene, the Tantras are full of indecency, the Tantras
are flooded with Adirasa, the Tantras are loathsome, the Tantras are terrible,
the Kall of the Non-Aryan is the object of worship of the Tantrika: Such
loud words of condemnation were wont to resound without pause in the
mouths of the English-educated class. Fifteen annas of the kigh class Brakmana
families of Bengal ave Shakta and yet their religious books were being obscured in
this faskion, Waving received an English initiation and education they were
cutting with their own hand the branch on which they were seated. At that
moment Arthur Avalon ( people say he is Mr, Justice Woodroffe ) broke their
false pride and revealed the greatness of the Tantra and the English educated
Babus commenced to rub their eyes”.—Bkaratavarsha.

To the Western mind the generic term “Hinduism” conveys for the most
part the idea of Vedantic philosophy. With the religious and ritualistic side
of Hinduism the Occident is practically unacquainted. 1In fact till Mr. Avalon
approached the subject of the Tantra Shastra hitherto relegated by scholars
to the limbo of superstition if nothing worse, ihe European mind knew nothing
of orthodox Hinduism”.— Occult Review.

“In these days when we are being flooded by Western Science and Scientific
education and even our great living poet Rabindra Nath Tagore seems to have
become hypnotised by the false glitter of Western materialism, it is a relief to
come across a book of the type we have before us. Sir John Woodroffe is

one of the very few who has wholeheartedly stood up for Indian Culture”,
—dAmrita Bazar Patrika..

“The year 1913 will ever remain a memorable date in Indianism, the year
in which we received in one lot a whole library of texts, translations and
critical essays on the Tantrik Literature hithert> almost unknown, OQur
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admiration was mingled with amazement” ( Tianslated frota the French ),
Bulletin de U’ Association Francaise des Amis d¢2 I’ Orient ( Masson Oursel ),

“These books ( Tantras ) are probably the worst that Hinduism has produced,
for they consist in the main of grossly superstitious rites, charms and diagrams
and meaningless syllables said to he instinct with supernatural power with
here and there horrible filth”.—Znternational Review of Missions ( Dr. J. N.
Farquhar of the Y. M. C. A.)

“Students of Hinduism will be thankful to Mr. Arthur Avalon for this
new contribution to the study of Tantrik Philosophy culture”.— Hindi Review.

“The general impression about Tantrism of which Mr. Avalon is an
enthusiastic and fearless exponent has been that it is a degraded form of religion
sanctioning immoral practices under its veil....... The author has indirectly
shown that taking its philosophical aspect into consideration, it can attain a
very high level and compa:e favourably with, or even excel, the doctrines of
Sankhya or Mayavada”.— Quarterly Jous nal of the Mythic Society.

“Most meritorions productions. From what has been said it is clear
that Awalon is right, twhere ke declares that up to now ihis lilerature kas been
too often judged and more oflen condemned without knowing it and that the
Tantras deserve to become better known than has been the case hitherto.”
Dr. Winternitz in Osfasiatische Zeitschrift,

“This is one of the most imporiant of the Eastern systems - the Indian Shakta
Tantra—in which those very obscurities of thought with which European
thinkers have long and vainly struggled are developed in full and explained
most clearly. It is not too much to say that only a little time ago the Tantra
was barely known to us or if known at all, prejudzed by its glosses at once
so futile and obscene. The merit of having restored the Tantra to its proper
splendour is due to Arthur Avalon —Bilycknis Revista Mensile di Studi Religiosi.
( Prof. J. C. Evola.)

“One cannot do enongh homage to the magnificent series of publications
which an Eaglish savant under the pseudonym of Arthur Avalon has brought
into being —a pleiades of Tantrik works, texts and translations. One of the most
inaccessible schools of Indian speculation has thus, thanks to him, been
fruitfully explored”, — Revue Philosophigue. ( Paris. )

“Through me, the Royal Academy of Italy expresses its most heartful
thanks to you for your act of genetosity which will no doubt both increase our
interest for Indian culture and render more strong the cultural intercourse
between Italy and India”.—President of the Royal Academy of Italy.

“Please accept my sincere thanks for this kind gift to be used not only in the
library of our Ethnographical Museum but also in my lectures on Indian
religions delivered in the University of Munich”.—Dr L. Scherman.

“Even in these days of Scientific progress, the value of the Agamas can
hardly be overestimated”.— Prabuddha Bharata.
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“Itis to Sir John Woodroffe more than to any other Indianist that we
owe the first, in the slightest way adequate, introduction to the extensive
Tantrik literature of mediaeval and later Saktism or the cult of Aryo-
Dravidian Magna Mater to Western readers.,...eese. A subject which has called
forth the gravest reprohation from the vast majority of Orientalists but hitherto
from a very inadequate knowledge of the literature”—OQecwlt Review,
(G R.S. Mead).

“They evidendly went to the study of these uninviting books with an
absolutely open mind, and have availed themselves of every help that they
could get from genuine Hindu Pandits and Sadhakas in their study and
interpretation of these sacred texts. These and other volumes in preparation
will throw considerable light upon an aspect of Hindu thought and culture
which has so long baffled the modern intellect”.—AHindu Review.

“Sir John Woodroffe—that rare thing—an Englishman who is really interested
in the doctrines of India and has published numerous works on one aspect
of such doctrine which is unknown to the European public”...ee...Retue de
Philosophie ( R. Guenon ).

“Science is only beginning to discern the great truths discovered in India
centuries ago’.— Malabar Journel.

“To the European reader unacquainted with Tantras it will reveal a new
world allogether, so unlike things they have seen, heard or even read”.— T
Engliskman {Calcutta),

“It is an astonishing fact in the History of Indianism—the opening up by
one man alone of a Literature the most unknown and misunderstood baffling
above all by its strange technicalities”.—Ze Message (Paris)

“The appearance of Arthur Avalon as an expounder and defender of the
Tantzas is a momentous event in the history of Sanskrit Research”, — Praduddia
Bharata

“A distinct and abiding service has been rendered to the people of India
by the publication of these Tantrik Texts. The popular wrong notion about
Tantra will be removed by a study of these Volumes”— Vaitarani ( Cuttack,
Orissa ).

“These volumes (SZaradatilaka) should be valuable to all orthodox believers
in the efficacy of daily worship and prayer. But in these days of cultural
charlatanism when not a few “Leaders” think that everyone, whatever his
qualification, has a right to do everything under the sun, when Gandhian
reforms contend that even Panchamas have a right to be Purohits in every
sacred shrine, we wonder if any work that prescribes rigid qualification and
knowledge and discipline as necessary for worship of various kinds will be
widely welcomed. But the volumes before us are not meant for cheap
reformers”. — Federated India.

“Later sages and philosophets are wellknown to have composed works
embodying the principles and practices of the Agamic faith, and come of
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these works, because of the eminence of their authors and the intrinsic value
of the works themselves, have been raised almost to the same pedestal
as the divine Tantras ascribed to Siva himself. Sankaracharya’s Praganchasara
is one such authoritative work, which has already been published in the
Tantrik Texts seiies : a second edition of this work is in preparation. We have
here a work of the 8th century A. D. of the greatest authority in the Agama
cult. The present work—S#%aradatilaka—is a modern Tantrik work which ranks
in worth and estimation with the Prapanckasara of Sankaracharya and even
with the “revealed” Tantras. Raghava-Bhatta, wrote a commentary on it
which is also published in the present edition. Raghava-Bhatta was one of
the encyclopaedic scholars of the medieval type, whose knowledge of Sanskrit
lore was as deep as it was extensive. This type of scholarship is fast on the
way to disparition.

“This will be found eminently, helpful, and has made the labours of all
subsequent workers considerably easier. The ficld of ancient Indian literature
has been enriched by this praiseworthy edition of an important Tantric text,
and both the interested public and the Agamanusandhana Samiti can be
congratulated for this finely got-up book ......Glory of the spiritual Sadhana of
India”.—Dr, Suniti Kumar Chaterji in Z%e Calcutta Review.
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