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Introducticn.

The Brfa/cma San_zizitc‘z is held in very great veneration by all
schools of Vaishnava Sadhakas, but by far the largest number among
them know it only by name and even to the few who have had the goocti
fortune to come across the hook itself, it is not' quite iutelligible. Tlﬁs
is due mainly to the defective manuscripts. The two printed editions
whieh I have come across do not speak muchin favour of the care
Destowed on the publications, These remarks apply not so much to
the text itself as to the way in which the masterly commentary of Jiva
Gosvami has been dealt with, Jiva as is well known toall students
of Vaishnavism, was an auther of very great powers and dealt with
Vaishnavism from a very catholic point of view. The Vaishnavism
which Chaitanya taught and his personal disciples laboured to preach
is not what we generally come across in the presentage. Jiva accom-
panied his two uncles Rupa and Sanatana when they in compliance
with the injunction of Chaitanya Deva whose disciples they were,

went to Brindabana and spent the rest of their lives there. It was
there that Jiva wrote his books. Rupa and Sanafana were ihe
highest officers under the Mohammadan King Huseain e

Riipa’s office was that of Saphar-mallika and that of Sanatana, Davir-
f an old Moslem

khas, There 1s a document in the possession 0 : osler
family in Pirojepur to which under the Panza (hand 1mp1'ess.10n) in
gold of King Hussain Shah is the signature «“Qanatana Davir-khas
the protector of Cows and Brahmanas”. The two brothers, were very

and were men of im-

high in the favour of the King and greatly trusted

Tnense wealth and power, bub they renounced all these and lived the life
who was the son of a

of asceticsin very great povery with their nephew,. /
deceased brother, in;Brindabana. It was when living there that they
came under the influence of Mira Bai the famous queen devotec of Jaypur

who also had renounced a royal palace for a cottage in Brindabana. It
was she, as the Rasa-bhava-prante says, who initiated them into Yoga
practice. This book which is yet in manuscript is written in the Bengali
Janguage by a Vaishnava devotee of old and is not very generelly'




- considerable length says that

9 ITRODTUCTION.

understood. A Bengali writer himself a Vaishnava, in the course of
a speech delivered by him at a’learned society in Calcutta interpreted

a passage from this book to contain a libelous attack on Chaitanya

' Deva. The passage in question states that Mahaprabhu Chaitanya

unitgd with Vidhava Brabhmani and the speaker, mot knowing that
Vidhava Brahmanl is a Dname of Kundalini Shakti interpreted the
passage in question to mean that he had some questionable connection
+with a Brahman widows === = _

' The Brahma Samhita is according to Jiva Gosvami compcsed of
one hundred chapters (Adhyﬁya—shata—yuk). The fifth chapter accord-
ing to him contains the essence of the entire book as ‘maxims or ip
Sttra form. Itis on this account that he wrote the commentary to
the fifth chapter alone. The book itself was brought by Chaitanya Deva

from the temple of Adi Keshava in Malldra in the Deccan. The

Chaitanyo charitamrite (Madhya Lila chapter X) describes how deligh-

ted he was when he discover
the essence of all Vaishnava Shastras. Shri Chaitanya evidently got
only the fifth chapter and there is no trace of the remaining 99 chap.
ters. Part of the Narada Pancharatra published by the Anandashrama,
Press of Poona is also called Brahma Samhita and though that also is
o Vaishnava work and does not conflict with the teachings of the book
here published is entirely distinet. The commentary was written by

-Jiva as the request of his Guru Chaitanya Deva. |
The first verse of the hook which has been commented upon at

Tord (Ishvara). He is united with all
the great Shaktis ( Parama ). He is Satrghit-f&mnda. He is without
beginning ( Anadi paaglie is the Source ( Adi ), and is the Cause of all
causes ( Sarva-karana-karana ). The commentator draws his materials
in support of the interpretation as above from the Shiimadbhagavata,
the Upanishads (mainly the Gopala Tap
the Gita. He also argues from the grammatical construction of the
word and tradition. The second verse speaks of the Lotus of a thousand
petals as Gokula, This recalls Verse 49 of the Shatchakraniripana
(Vol. IT of the Tantrik Texts) : “Within Her (Nirvana-kala) is the
everlasting place called the abode of Shiva which is free from- Maya
attainable only by Yogis and known by the name of Nityz’inanda. It

Supreme Brahman. He is the

od this book. It also says that it containg

Krishna is but another name for the

ani) the Gautamiya Tantra and.
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is replete with every form of Bliss and is Pure Knowledge itself:
Some call it the Brahman others call it Hangsa; wise men
describe it as the abode of Vishnu, and righteous men speak of it
‘as the ineffable place of Knowledge of the Atma, or the place of
Liberation” The English reader is referred to the “‘Serpens Power”
which is a translation of the Shatchakranirfipana. Verses 8 and 4 say
that the Yantra wherein is tho Mantra of eightecn letters is in the
pericarp of the lotus. Jiva in his commentary to these verses quotes two
verses rom the Gautamiya Tantra one of which says that the
Devata of the Mantra is Krishna, but the Adhishthatil Devata
(controlling divinity) 1s Durga. He further quotes a text to show
that Durga is Mahavishnu. The other verse says that Krishna is
Durgd and Durgd is Krishna and he who malkes a distinction between
the two is mever liberated from the Samsara. He also quoj:es*the
Sammohana Tantra which says the samething. Verse b say that
in the filaments of the lotus abide the Avarana Devatas of Kri‘shna
and on the petals the Shaktis. Here Jiva quotes the Brihad-

Gautamiya Tantra, the Matsyapurana, the Rikparishishta and a text
whose source is not traceable. This last mentioned authority quoted
speaks of the Sahasrara lotus, on the petals whereof are the Devis
(Shaktis) and the Gopalas and in the mid
Purusha ( Shriparamah Purushah ).

precincts of Gokula which is square in sh

Shvetadvipa literally means “‘white island” : 1 by anythi
later on, Shveta (white) means ‘‘pure umopmiRIOLIREES UM e

worldly” and Dvipa is used in the sense of anyt]lling deta.(;hezl,t.not
connected with Samsara. It is the shode of sihcatout IS CE oS

Il } Aniruddha and
(Marti) viz., Vasudeva, Sangkarshana, Pradyumna and A._ ' nd
‘ms of human existence Viz.,

it is divided into four sections. The four al

Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha are there as also the. four Vedas
(Sama and others) whereby the same can be attained. ?t 18 pl‘ot-ect;ecl
by ten Shulas placed in all the ten directions. The.el%fht gems viz,,
Shankha, Chakra and others ; the eight Siddhis viz., Anima and others
the ten Dikpalas, Indra and others, the wonderful Shaktis Vimala and
others are there, A long pabsage is quoted from the Shrimadbhagavata,
(Sk. X. Ch. 28) descriptive of Gokula. There is another long passage
quoted from Harivamsha (Ch. 76.). A verse is here cited (Bhgagavata Sk,

Verses 6 to 9 describe the
ape andis called Shvetadvipa.
but here, as is explained

die of it the adorable Supreme. -
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1V. 24, 29) which says “a man who is faithful to his own Dhar_};};j;fi‘i 3
.f; ilﬁ_ndred births reaches ‘the state of Virincha and th?reafter i Sa-ys‘ i
Ki-is]:ma‘.)_ and after death becomes Vishnu'_s very sc?lf.’ . Vers.e; e
i;]ﬁat the Supreme Deva who is Sat and Ananda is L1ghj:‘..1 s v ,.
Atmarama and has no intercourse (Samagama) with Prakmu- or g g
Atmarama is defined to mean he who enjoys the Eter.nal Bliss 1‘ o,
is within his own self. The Supreme Deva, it is said in verse 11, .
is in a state of enjoyment with Maya (Mayaya ramamanah) is insep

. . . is within %
from Her (Na viyogah taya saha) and enjoys with Her who 1s :

- Himself, This union, it is said
desire to create (Sisri kshaya),
Rama is another name for Niy

» 1n the same verse, is because Oiithfllfllt 3
Another name for Maya is Rama‘tjtor ;
ati (V. 12.) and Niyati, the commelitih). 4
says, is the imperishable Shakti of Hari (Anapayini Hareh sba vi istim
The commentator In support of the statement that the. FDB o
Imperishable quotes texts from Vishnu Purana which reads 111&:@01113
from any Shakta Tantra. Verse 13 says that creation is the fmslm is
of the union of Linga and Yoni.. Verse 14 says that Pllllll R
Shaktiman apq Mahesvara is Lingarlpi. This is followec ded, .
Paraphrase of the Purushasukta :—*“That Purusha is thousand-heait is
thd“.sa’id'eied, thmménd—footed” and so forth and this Purusha, He
further saig, (v. 16) is Narayana. Narfyana is defined to be o
who pervades humanity and in support of this the commentator qu ters
a text from Manusamnits ‘which says “Nara” means the Wah )
and “Nara and the waters are the offspring of Man ( Narasunava
He who abides in

ays: ‘
Or _pervades them is Narayana. Verse 19 8 y ‘
‘that from the left siq

A > < Ajnd
' 0] © eyebrows is the “Ajnachakra.” The “Al
Chakra™ of Narayana j

1nga
- - "a” where it is said, that the 3[31’1% ;
which isin that Chakra is “Tiapee Which is lustrous like chains

lightning.  Verse 20 speaks of the wniverse ag the product l({)f. ;
“‘Ahamkara”. This also agrees with the statement in the Saradatila ?1»
and other Tantras, which says the from “Ahangkara” emanated
“Vyoma” (Ether), and from '-‘Vyoma”, “\]g;‘yu.uw (Ail‘-) ik S.%; C:né 4
Verse 29, gives the Mantra of eighteen letters of Krishna. ers .‘
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39 and 33 desciibe the union, in the lctus of a thousand petals of
Prakriti with the ever ¢xisting and Juminous “Chidananda”. Verses 34
says that the melody of Krishna’s flute is Shabda-Brahman. Verse 38
to 64, contain = hymn to Krishna under the name of Govinda. The
hymn speaks of the Lakshmis or Shaktis by whom Govinda or Krishna
is swrrounded, of the way He protects and nourishes the worlds by His
luminous form consisting of Sat Chit-Ananda, of His nonduality. or in-
separateness (Advaita) from creation of His perennial youth, of the ease
by which He can be attained along the path of Bhakti. At the same
time, it is said, that it is difficult to reach iiim by mere “Jnana”™ (Vede-
shu durlabham). Verse 43 says that the mind of man moves along
millions of ways, but the mind of the Great Munis always tend towards
Him. In verse 46, it is said, that He abides in *'Gokula” surrounded
by countless Kalas or Shaktis who are but His reflections. In verse
50, it is said, that it is His Maya which brings forth (Sute) the hundreds
of worlds. This reminds one of the Vedantic text *“Indro Mayabhih
pururiipa iyate”. In the commentary to verse 52is quoted a long
passage from Ch. IV. of the Gautamiya Tantra describing Brindabana.
It reads somewhat like the description of Kailasa as in the Mahanir-
vina and non-Vaishnava Tantras. Verse 53 speaks of Durga as His

shadow (Chhaya) and says that it is She who creates, maintains and des-

troys. This does not differ from what is said in the Nityashodashikarnava

(IV. 6 &7 ), that the Supreme ( Para ) is unable to do a,nything

without Shakti and so forth. The Devi  Bhagavata also says that 1t

is Shakti who creates and protects. The Prapanchasz'hra, states. that

Mahavishnu speaking to Brahma (the Creator) says “The duration of

thy life is that of my outgoing breath” (Tayayur mama nishvasah) and

here, it is said, (V. 57 ) that the Lords of the various worlds live

during the duration of one outgoing breath —of Govinda. The

bhymn goes on to say that all Devis and Devas bow to Govinda as

He is the Supreme Lord over all. In verse 67 Govinda is spoken

of as Mahavishnu. This book clearly shows that Krishna, Govinda,

Mahdvishnu, Shiva, Brahman, arve, but different names looked at in
difterent ways of the One Supreme Spirit. This has been very well
stated in verse 44 of the Satchakranirfipana in Arthur Avalon’s “Serpent
Power” in the following words :—“The Shaivas call it the abode of Shiva,
the Vaishnavas call it Parama-Purusha, others again, call it the place
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of the Devi call it the excellent abode of the Devi; and other great
sages (Munis) call it the Pure place of Prakriti-Purusha.”
The Fishnusahasrandme is a Hymn to Vishnu wherein are the

thousand names which present to the votary His thousand aspects. The -

worshippers of other forms of the Supreme have each hymns like this.
There are hymns of thousand names of Kali, Krishna, S o e
Lalita and others. This hymu to Vishnu forms the 149th it o
the Anushasanaparva of the Mahabharata and the speaker is Bhishma.
This and other hymns of this class are classed under the Smritiprasthana
of Vedanta. For a complete understanding of the Vedantadarshana i
has to be studied in three different ways. The first ig called Shruti-
prasthana. The books which come under this class are the Upanishadg
and the Agamas or Tantras. Shruti, it has been said e S e
Harita and the lexicographer Med.ini, is both Vedik and T&ntrfk
(Shrutishecha dvividha pr_okti vaidiki *?'Eintrikiti cha). The Vedas:
spoken by Brahma, it is said, feach Pravritti Dharma and the Tantpag
spoken by Shiva are guides on the path Cof Nivritti. The gy
Sanatsujatiya and the thousand ﬂamBS_Of Vishnu and other aspects of
the divine spirit, the Mé:l'kalldey%haﬂd.l_ and Other-s _come mider (b
class Smritiprasthana and the Brahma Sutras or Val)'a‘slk? Ny&y_a’mﬁfl
the Nyayaprasthana or Jogical method. The word Prasthana Ol"dlllarﬂy
means the act of going. It means here a path or metho.d. Vedang,
should, therefore, be approached and looked at 1?1‘0]::1 three pom.tS'of view
otherw,ise one cannot get an adequate CO-HCBPtIOTl of ?11 that it teacheg,
The Zishnusahasranima thus has a‘promment l?la,ce in .the Vaishnaya,.
tantra. Bhishma spoke this hymn in 1*9.131)’ to six questions put to hip,
by Yudhishthira, the eldest and most pious (.>f ttfe Pandava ]:)]_‘others.
His questions were (1) Who is the One Deva in this _Worlg:l ?.(Klmekang
daivatane loke) ; (2) Who is the ‘.Supreme One 130 be attained ? {E[{im
ekam parayanam) ; (3 & 4) bY singing Whose praise and by worship of
Whom can man set what is the Good ? (Siquanta,h kam kam afr_chantah
prapnuyur m'&naﬂ?é.h shubham) ; (5) What is the higl.lest Dharma ang
(6) by Japa of what can man be liberated from rebirth and the hondg
of Samsara, To this Bhishma replies as f(.)llows — i
That man is beyond all pain who is ever wakeful in singing, hy
His thousand names, the Pmige of the Liord of the World, the Devg

a)

i
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among Devas Whom neither time nor space can limit and Who is
Supreme both as causc and effect. This is the reply to the sixth
question and he mnext replies to the fourth and says—that man is
beyond all pain and enjoys the fruit of his devotion whoin a devout
spirit worships, by his mind, by speech and body, the Purusha ‘Who is
changeless and imperishable.

. The third question is answered in two verses. Verse 6 says that
by always singing of Vishnu Who is without beginning and end, Who
is the Lord of all that is visible (or of all the Lokas) and to Whom every-
thing is visible a man passes beyond all pain (Sarvaduhkhatigo bhavet ).
Verse 7 says that the Lord is Brahmanya, knows all Dharmas and by
infusing His own Shakti, He glorifies His creatures. He is supplicated
by and rules all. He is Mahat or the Brahman substance because He
excels all, and He is the source of all that is. Verse 8 says that the
highest Dharma is that whereby man is prompted to adore and worship
Him who abides in the lotus of the heart. It is so, says the commenta-
tor quoting from Vishnupurina, because what was attainable is the
Krita age by meditation, in the Treta by Yajna and in Dvapara by
worship; is in the Kali‘age attained by singing (the praise of) Keshava
( Vishnu ). He¢ quotes another text from Mahabharata which says
that whilst doing Japa the mind should be free from envy, malicc_a and
the like.

Verse 9 answers the second guestion and says that as He ( Vishnu )
is the Most excellent and Greatest Tejas, as He controls this and the
world hereafter and all Bhiitas and His might is, therefore, mot inter-
mittent and as He is the Supreme Brahman, He is the one object of
attainment. : '

Verse 10 answers the first question and says that as He is as above

described and is besides the Pure among and the Pure, Good (Mangala)

among the Good, the One Devata among all Devatas, and the
imperishable Father of all, He 1s the One Deva. The commentator

quotes a mass of authority to show that this is so, and to show the
Oneness of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva and of Jiva and Parama. He

draws his materials from the Upanishads, the Gita, the Mahabharata,
the Puriinas, Agama, Yoga-Yajnavalkya and others.

Having answered the questions as above Bhisma says “Listen tq
the thousand names of Him from Whom in the beginning all creatures
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- ~came and into Whom at the time of Pralaya they again disappear.
These names of the Great Atma dispel all sin and fear
His attributes ( Gaunani ).” The commentary says th
Atma and there is nothing outside Him, Ie is,
atma, Pradhanatma, Atma, and Paramatma,

The names are enumerated in verses 14 to 120, Tt is not Possible
for the purposes of this introduction to do more thap select some of the
names and briefly give their significance as interpreted by Shanlays-
charya. The hymn begins with the Pranava and the first name is
Vishva ( Universe ). He is that because all creatures eo
and go back to Him, He is thus the Brahman, ‘ ‘
been so called. He is the Universe, because apart from Him there ig
nothing that is. To illustrate this and 1o Prove the Omneness of the
Pranava with the Universe the commentator has here also cited a large
mass of texts from Shruti, Smriti, the Agamas and every possible source
available. Vishnu is the second namein Verse 14, Tt ocours also in Verses
41 and 83. It means Vyapanashila (i. e. whose nature it is.to. spread :’:anl
penetrate). It is alsodefined to mean One who cannot be pmﬁed by time
and space (Desha—kﬁla-pa.ri’chhef}a-s_hﬁnya) and pene'trates. and env.e10pes_

It also means ( v. 41 ) who s.trldes forth, the allumon_btelng t0 Vishuyy &
Dwarf ( Vamana ) Incarnation when He by three steps covereq t
Earth and the Nether world. It also means (v. 83 ) efflﬂgence
S ror Heaven and Earth (Rodasi vyapya). Under Verse 13
Which. spreads Ovlote d from the Vishnu Purina which identifieg Vi
there 18 a texi.: qut says i— “The Jyotingshi ( Li ghts ) are Vi thu
with all th.at is. 1ds)are Vishnu; the forests are Vishnu; the mjouncf
Bhuvananl .( Wor s also are all spaces ( Dishah—the points of the com-
tains are VlS%]DU‘ a the oceans and all that exists ang does not exigt s
UG rlvef i,’ xt quoted there from the Mahahhayat, which says 1 !
There is an'othel B.S not Vishnu himself, sing the S o o
“Let not him Who le Worship Vishnu nor medit&te o ViSh]lu e e .
Let not such an. ?I;J . Space does not permit reproducing all the |
shall never get Vis ﬂf .meanillg' ey COmmentary.v o L3

beautiful texts f-ull g{ ktandm paramd gatih ( liishostt Gosling i

names ( v. 15 ) 18 - 17 and 77 ) is another name ang He is so callod

liberated ). Shiva ( V. are absent from Him and 17 i ke L

because the three Gu.ll_as £ merely meditated Upon (Smritimatrena),

because (77) He purifies 1 )

, and describe
at He is the great
Bhutatma, Indriy-

me from ‘
and in verse 84, He has 1
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Sharva (v,17) and Shambhu (v.18) which are names of Shiva are also
_ His names. Sharva means the destroyer anl Shambhu,“well-being” or “‘he
who does good.” In verses 20 and 72 He is called Krishna. He is Krishna
bocause Krishna means Sat-Chit-Ananda and also because (72) He is
Krishna Dvaipayana which is a name of Vyasa. Jiva Gosvaml also,
possibly following Shamkara, interprets Krishna to mean Sat-Chit-Anan-
da. Tshana another name of Shiva, is also applied ( v, 21 ) to Vishnu for

He is the Director and Ruler of all creatures ( Sarva-bhiita-niyanta ). -

A large number of the names applied to Vishnun are the names of Shiva
_ in'his Sakala aspect and of the Saguna Brahman. Rudra (v.26) 1s
another name of Shiva which is applied to Vishnu because on the
authority of the Linga Purana, “He destroyes the pain (Ru=Duhkha) of
His creatures”. The word may also mean ‘‘He who at the time of final
dissolution causes his creatures to weep”. He is Veda (V. 977) because
He destroys the darkness of igmorance. He is Vishvayoni (V.29 ) be-
cause the Universe owes its existence to Him. He is Madhu (v.30)
which means wine because of the great happiness He produces. He is
Mahamaya ( v. 31 ) because His Maya is unsurpassable. He is
Mahashakti ( v. 32 ). He is Shrinivasa ( v. 33 ) because His Shakti, the
\‘ imperishable Shri, adides in His breast. Hangsa ( v. 34) is another name
| and He is so called because Hangsa is derived from a combination of

; Aham (I) and Sah ( He) and is the Mantra whereby the Oneness of
| the worshipper and worshipped is realised and helps the devotee to be
rid of the fecar of Samsara. - As the instructor of all Vidyas He is Guru
( v.36 ). Verse 37 contains four names namely Sahasramurdhd, Vishvat-
ma_ Sahasraksha Sahasrapat. Three of these expressions occur in the
well-known Purushasukta as the attributes of Supreme Purusha. In
Verse 39 He is called Narayana because he abides in Nara which means
the Tattvas also collective humanity. Texts from the Mahabharata,
Shruti and the Puranas are cited in support of this interpretation. He is
called Mantra (v.43) because all Mantras point to Him, and also because
He can be understood by Mantras ( Mantrab odhyatvat ). In verse
46, it is said, that He is Adrishta (invisible, imperceptible ) because
| e is beyond the scope of the senses and He is also called Vyaktarupa
| (Ma,nifest), because, in His manifestations, He is visible to all and Hig
| tyue Self is manifest to the Yogis. He is Deva ( v. b4 ) because He is
TLight and also plays with Oreation, Preservation and so forth. He is
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Rama (v.56) because Rama is but another name for Supreme Brahman.
In verse 57 He is called Vaikuntha. The particle ‘Vi’, according to

~ Shamkara means ‘various’ (Vividha). Kuntha means restriction (Gateli
: pratibatib) ; and Vishnu is Vaikuntha because at the time of
creation He collected together and restricted the movements of

scattered Bhutas. [Vaikuntha is ordinarily said to be Vishnu’s

heaven. The word is formed by the negative particle ¢yj: and

‘Kuntha' which mean diffidence, hesitation, ignorance anq the

like. It is Yaikuntha because His devotees are freed from all

ignorance and hesitation when they know Him.] He ig (v. 57)

Hiranygarbha which is a name of Brahma the Creator. He jg Vyapi

because like the etherial region He is spread everywhere. In verge 64 are
four names viz., Sat, Asat, Kshara and Akshara. Sat is the Supreme
Brahman (Param Brahma). Asat is Brahman in His manifestation

(Aparam Brahman). He is thus Brahman both Immanent ang TSy,

ndent. He is Kshara or perishable as the Bh‘ﬁtas and A!sshara or imp ey
<hable in His own true nature. He 1s -Gabhastlr.lemi (v. 65 )
because as the Sun, He is the centre of the circle of lights.
He drinks Soma (v.67) and, therefore, is Bomapa. He drinks nectg) and
is therefore Amritapa and is Soma because as Shiva He is uniteq Wwith
Uma. : ; .

In verse 70 it is said that He is Mahars§1 KaPﬂﬁChﬁl‘ya. T s
because Vishnu as Kapila was the teacher ( Acharya ) of the Siﬂkhya,
Darshana which contains the knowledge (Vijn_ﬁna) of the Shuddh, Tatt-
vas. Verse 71 speaks of Him as Chakra-gadadhara ( the holder of 4,
discus and the mace). Chakra (DIS_CUS) mBB«DS_Ma:nasta,tha which ig
less like a ciroular body and Gads (Mace) is Buddhitattva whiep

cortain for the stroke of a mace is 50. Banamall _(wearer ?f the garland
Banamala V., 73.) means that the Bhﬁt& Taﬂmi_btl‘as are in Eim. Vyasa
(v. 74) is Vishnu because it is by Vls}m}l ad V.y asa were divided ( Vyas-
ta ) the Vedas into four, the Puranas into el'ghteen, and so algo other
' He is the Healer "( Bhishak v. 75 ) because He

branches of learning.
; isease of Samsara and shows them the

cures His devotees from the d il e : 2
Lt Ll Tn catno verse it is said He is Shama, Shanta and

Shanti. He is (v. 76) Brishabhaksha because his visiog( Akshi=eye ) is
Brishabha ( Dharma ) and He Brishapriya because Brisha or Dhau:—ma is
what He loves, He is Shrisha ( v. 78 ) because He is the Lord (Isha )

est-.

e
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of Shri or Lakshmi and Shridhara as He carries on His breast Shii the
mother of all creatures, As He is beyond all the Gunas He Vishuddh-
atma (v. 81). In verse 84 it is said that He is Brahma as creator and
Brahman because He is great and nourishes (Brihattvat, bringhanavat)
and Brahmana-priya as He loves or is loved by the knower of the
Brahman. Heis ( v.86) Stava ( praise or adoration ), Stotra, Stuti
and Stota, He is ( v.87) Havih for as- has been said in the Gita
and elsewhere “the Brahman is the offering, the offerer” and so forth.
In verse 90 it is said He is Vishvamiurti Mah&murti, Diptamuarti,

Amiictiman  and  Anekamurti, because He assumes countless

forms for the world, He is Avyakta (Unmanifest ) because He cannot
be pointed out as this or like this ( Ayam indrisha eveti na vyajyate ).
He is (v.91) Ekah, Naikah. “Heis “Ka” ( Brahman.) “Kim” ( al:
so Brahman ) and Yat and Tat ( which also mean Brahman ). He is
(v.92) Shinya ( Void ) because there is nothing special about Him
He is (v. 95) Chaturmurti because

( Sarva-vishesha-rahitatvat ).
and Turiya, He is Chat-

He is Virat, Sutratma, Avyakrita
urgati as He is the four Ashramas (Brahmachari, Gribas-
tha, &c.) aud the four Varnas (Brahmana, Kshatriya &e. ); He is
Chaturdtma because he is Manas, Buddhi, Ahamkara and Chitta; He is
Chaturbhava ( Fourfold aspect ) because from, Him are Dharma, Artha,
Kama and Moksha. Heis (V. 101) Sulabha ( easily attained ) because
the devotee can attain to Him by any offering however humble if made
in a devout spivit. He is (V.102) Achintya and (V. 103) Anu,
Brihat, Krisha, Sthiala, endowed with Gunas (Gunabhrit) and
Nirguna ( without Gunas). He is Ashrama as” He is the refuge
of all. Heis ( v.106 ) Abhipraya because those who seek the four-
fold aims of human existance tend towards Him or because at the
time of Dissolution the world goes back to Him. He is (v. 108 ) Naikaja
( not once born ) because he was born many times for the protection
of Dharma. He is (V. 110 ) Shabdatiga because He is ineffable.
In verse 112 one of the names given 18 Santah. A man who follows the
right path is called “Sat” or good; “Santah” is the plmal formn of “Sat”.
the commentary says, in the forms of good men
' dge) and Vinaya (Humility), Heis
mber of texts which are not trace-

Because, as
Vishnu promoted Vidya (Knowle

Qantah. The Bengal MSS quotes a nu
able to any book. and which are in some places somewhat obscure to




12 ‘.'7‘ ey U INTRODUCTION. ¥ ’
“show what 500115 tutes. goodness of behaviour. There is another name [/
" in this verse Jivana (Ln:fe) beG&U_.SJ Hf.% 18 th.e life in all created beings.

Hois (V.117/19 ) .Y_?’ St Ya]napa.,m, Yajva, Yajnabrit, Yajnakrit,

Ya,jna-sﬁdha:n&, Yaﬂna}ntaktlt.. He is (V.—:LQD) Shangkhabhrit OT Carries

the conch which is Blautika Alamkara. He is Chakil because
ythe wheel of Samsira goes round at His behest. He is Sharanga-
dlharag because His Sbaranga or Dhanu (bow) is Indriyadi Ahamkana,
The last of the names 18 Sarva-praharanayudha, (He who has all the
weapons) and th's name 18 tw1ce- 1-g:Peated followed by ‘Om namah’.
This name says the commentary, 1n.d%cates that He is the Lord of all
(Sarveshvara.) and the double 1'epetlt.10u shows the end of the Hymn
The hymn beganiwith OM a:ud ends with OM because ‘OM? is m‘SPiciouS.
The verscs which tollow gLve,. the .Phala-shruti. In Verses 129, 12?;

it is said;;that by daily rc-cltatlon of or listening to these S

os all evil both in this and the world hereafter. The Brahmang,
SigthisEDECoraes Mastcr of Vedanta, the Kshatriya becomeg
victorious, the Vaishya acquires We?sl’ﬂh and the Shidra becomes ha,pp};

In the commentary however it is said that the Shudra by merely listen:

ing to this becomes happy a.!fl.d the oth-e%' three castes have to recite them,

Verse 133 says that by daily 1'e-pet1t10n of it man conquers o

malice, greed and all evil inclmfxti_ons. Verse 136 says the Sengeg

( Indriyﬁni), Manas, Buddhi_, I«I.agn&mmﬂ-;y? Courage, Si‘;rengﬂl’ Endura'l’lce,

t‘he Body (Kshetra.) and _1n.dwldual %pll‘it (KShetl‘aqna.::JlV&) are all of
Vasudeva (Vﬁ,sudevéitmaka:m.). T‘he AChafaraJ of the Sadhalka should, i ig
said in verse 137, be as enjoincllint uy of the Agama.s_ The fOllower of
411 Aoamas may repeas these names. Dharma, is based on Achary, ang

; LD .d of Dharma is imperishable Vishnu. Then the text goes on to -
22 o Zl Rishis, the Pitris, the Devas, the Mahabhiitas all that is movin e
iﬁl rfloiionless : in in Him. ~Yoga and the Jnana acQuiréZ

have their origli -

hereb Samkhya (Discriminatlon be'tween th-t _an.d AR
thereby, Jearning and the arts and sciences (Shilpadi) come from Jangp-
E;zicélv?:h 1;33;11 ”_[t‘)he o Vishnu i.n countless .f01'?31§ spreads over the
:hrece worlds a;nd enjoys the material world which is His glory manifest.
He, who worships the Lotus-eyed eternal Deva, the Loxd of the Uniyerse,
1"11‘; Origin and Place of Dissolution of the world, knows no defezt.:; :

escap
by repeatin

-
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