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INTRODUCTION.

The Ktlarzava is a leading and perhaps the
foremost Tantra of the Kaula School. It enjoysa
great reputation amongst works of its class and as
such is constantly cited as an authority. The Chapters
of the Text here published number seventeen and
the verses total 2058 according as there are included
or not vv. 123-144 in the tenth Chapter. The Colo-
phon however states that the portion here printed
is only the fifth part of the whole Tantra consisting
of 1,25,000 verses. Thus the Colophon of the first
Chapter runs—“End of the first Chapter being the
first portion of the fifth part entitled Urdhvimnaya
Tantra of the great Mystery and most excellent
among Agamas containing, 1,235,000 verses entitled
the KalArzava Tantra.” If this statement be correct I
have not on enquiry been able to discover the whole
work. Every Ms. which I have come across con-
tains the seventeen Chapters only here printed.
Either then the rest of the book is lost or possibly
exists under some different names. The Kaulavali
which is a compendium by Jzindnanda Paramhangsa
quotes long passages as from the Kuldrzava which
do not occur in any of the texts consulted in the pre-
paration of the present volume. The work has been
already twice printed and therefore would not in the
ordinary course have found place in these texts ac-
cording to the original design of their publication. It
was found however that the previous editions of this
and other Tantras were in general so incorrect that the
present edition is not unnecessary. The former edi-
tions were th.osenof Rasik 1\"1011;111& Chattopadhyﬁya
and of Pandit JivAnanda Vidyhsigara. The former
published at Calcutta the Tantrasra and Tantras in
parts the first of which appeared in the Bengali year
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1285 (1878-79) and the edition of the latter was pub-
lished at the same place in the vear 1882. In Rasik
Mohan Chattopidhyaya's and Pandit JivAnanda's edi-
tion of the Kiuldrzava there are twenty-one verses at
the end of the Tenth Chapter which do not occur in any
of the four Mss. which have been consulted. These
have been printed. Both these editions seem to have
been based on a single Ms. without any attempt to
correct obvious errors in the text. In the preparation
of the present texts four Mss. have been consulted
lettered & @ 71 5 and the texts abovementioned which
are based on a Ms. which may be identified as . Of
these & is the property of Pandit Amilya Charana
VidyAbhtiszana. @ belongs to the Rajshahi College.
i1 and g have been lent by the Varendra Anusandhéna
Samiti of which I have the honour to be a member.
The Samiti obtained 7 from the family of the Tantrik
Gurus of Pilasa in the District of Malda and 5 from
the collection of the Bhattichiryyas of Yoshodal in
the District of Mymensingh. & as stated is the text
used in the previous printed editions. In the present
edition variant readings of 1mportance have been
oiven in the footnotes. It is however not claimed for
the present edition that every difficult passage has
been made clear but the obscurities have been so
considerably reduced as to render the present edition
a practicali working text. Another inducement for
its publication was the fact that there isin hand an
English cranslation of the present work and if it s
found possible to publish this the Sanskrit-knowing
reader can compare the English translation with the
Text oa which it is based. Ifor this reason the size
of the present edition of the Text is that of the
proposed translation, wlnchl. if published, will be the
same - formal as the Mahiinirvina.

The Kilarzava is worthy of a close study by those
who would understand the tenets and practices of the
School of which it is a Shistra. Having however
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regard to the fact that it is hoped to publish a transla-
tion of the entire text I have not thought it necessary
to give such a detailed analysis of the Tantra as in
the absence of such a translation it would have
deserved. I therefore only here give such a summary
as under the circumstances stated seems sufficient.

The first chapter opens with some fine verses
(vv1-121). Devi tells Shiva of how men are suffer-
ing and asks the means whereby they may be liberated.
Ishvara in reply speaks of the Brahman and of the
creatures who encircled by MavA are like sparks of
fire parts of him.  Of these man is the greatest. He
is a self-killer who having attained man’s estate yet
seeks not his true good. "He who does not cure
himself of the disease of Hell what will he do when he
yet suffering from such disease goes to a place where
there is no medicament?” (v'24). The Lord then
dwells on the transitoriness of life and of all things
therein. “Prosperity is like a dream, youth is like a
flower. Life is scen and is then gone like lightning.
How can any one who knows this vet remain content?”
(v 30). Moreover the world is full of evils which
arise froni attachment (v 55). Shiva says “Oh Beloved
to sleep, to copulate, to eat and other such functions
are common to all animals. Man alone is possessed
of knowledge. He who is devoid of it is a beast”
(v 69). Shun him who is addicted to the pleasures of
the world and who vet boasts Brahman knowledoe.,
There are other impostors also.  Liberation 1S notbto
be got by mercly smearing oneself with ashes, feedine
on husks and water, exposure to heat and cold and
the like. Donkeys and o.ther'animals ¢o about naked.
Are they therefore Yogms?’ (Vv 79-86) No: then
gan true knowledge and avoid idle talk. “What 1s the
use of Vedas, Agamas and Phrfzas
the supreme object of life—(v 89)? “Renowned men
dispute among themselves—some saying the truth ig
ahead and some that it is behind, others

if one knows not

again say

—
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it is on either side. Some say it is like this, others
like that (v 99). All such bewilder themselves with
Scriptures and talk. They lack realization (Praty-
akstagrahazam (v 100). The Shéstras are number-
less: one should master their essential truth and then
put them aside just as he who seeks the grain of paddy
throws away the husk and straw (v 103). Real know-
ledge alone liberates. Ritual and austerities are need-
ful only so long as the Real and the true are not
known (v 113). Shiva concludes “What is the use of
many words? It is Kuladharmma which liberates.
Beloved I have spoken to Thee in brief of the crea-
ture and how he should live” (v 121).

Chapter 11 deals with the greatness of Kuladharmma’

which Shiva has extracted after churning the great
ocean of the Vedas and Agamas (v 10) and which
excels all others as the light of the Sun surpasses that
of the firefly (v 16). The Yogi cannot enjoy; and
he who enjoys cannot know Yoga but in Kuladharmma
there is both Bhoga and Yoga (v 23). But Kaula
knowledge can only be gained by one whose mind is
pure and who has controlled his senses (v 33). In
v 84-85 Shiva says that the six philosophies are the
six limbs of Kula. The Kaula Shistras are based on
Veda. Tasméit veditméikam shéstring vidhi kaulit-
mékang priye (v 85). Many however being ignorant
of the traditional teaching of Kauladharmma cheat
people by their false knowledge (v 116). Moreover
the Kula path is full of dangers (v 122). So also the
Buddhist VajrayAza is (I may add) compared to a
hollow Bamboo in which a serpent is placed. It must
go up at peril of falling down. He who fails on this
path is like to go to Hell. The Pashu should there-
fore avoid this method (v 124). Vv 140, 141 cite
authorities from Shruti (X:gveda) in support of the
doctrine taught.

The third Chapter treats of the Parfiprasida
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mantra that is HangsaZ which as the great Cosmic
Breath pervades the world, opening (v 4) with the
assertion that Vedas, Purfizas and other Shéastras may
be preached abroad; whereas the Shaiva and Shakta
Agamas are mysteries (v 4). V 10 refers to the four
Amnéiyas or traditions some portion of which appear
in the Tantra Shéistras. UrddhviAmniya is not to be
learnt by study of the Shéstras but from its masters .

(v 30).

Chapter IV which is a difficult one deals with
Mahéskodzinyiisa. From it as well as other parts of
the work may be learnt how rigorous the SAdhana is
which is required of those who are entitled to parti-

cipate in the Kaula rites.

The fifth Chapter treats of the greatness of Kula.
It contains a description of the Kaula substances the
making of wine ; the various kinds of wine; its use
as Chitta-shodhana-siidhana so that the mind may be-
come Bramagah. V 48 enumerates the fundamental
doctrines of this school that “success is attained by
those very things which lead to fall” (Yaireva pata-
ndng dravyai/ siddhistaireva choditd). V 50 refers to
animal sacrifice : and vv 67, 68 to the necessity of
wine and meat in the various forms of worship includ-
ing the Bauddha. V go Says “As soma has been
ordained a Brihmana should drink:” which other
Tantras are said to deny. If this however be done in
the ordinary animal way even a Vira will 2o to Hell
(v 93). Nectar drinking is the union of Kundali
Shakti with the Moonchit (Chichchandra).  Others
are bpt wine drinkers (vv 107-108).  The true meat
eater is he who has merged his Chitta in the Supreme
(v 109). He who controls his senses and unites them
with Atma is a fish-eater. The rest do but kill animals
(y 119). T.rue, sexual union is the union of Parﬁ
Shakti that is .Ixuna.’ah with Atma ; others do but have
carnal connection with women (vv 111, 112)
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The sixth Chapter deals with the characteristics of
the worshipper, of worship and purification of Kaula
substances. Vv 37-46 deal with the lunar, solar, fiery
Kalas originating from the vowels, the consonants
Ka-kha to Tha-da and the Yavarga respectively ; the
Kalas of Kavarga and Chavarga, Zavarga, Tavarga,
Pavarga and Yavarga and Shavarga. Then follow
several mantras. Vv 63-67 give the Gurus. Yantra is
defined in vv 85-86.

"

Chapter VII describes worship of Vazuka, Shakti
and others. In vv. 42-44 the cight kinds of Kula
Shakti are enumerated. Vv. 70-735 arc noteworthy for
they refer to the 36 Shaiva Tattvas and not the
Sflﬁg’khvan 24 thereby denoting the connection ofrth]s
Tantra with the former philosophical Darshana. V. 96
prohibits drinking in excess so as to produce unsteadi-
ness of mind. V. gg contains the oft quoted versc
“Drink and drink again” which some erroneoL_ls]y
suppose is an invitation to.drunkenness”:‘ ]-]Ot“:l;[b-
standing the previous injunction and the w arning that
he who disobeys it is like to go to Hell.  The verse
refers to Yoga “drinking.”

Chapter VIII deals with_ the Chakra and the
various forms of Bliss. The bz?idhal_ca passes through
these from Arambha to Praud/Zinta in which state the
Chakra is held to Unmana qnd thep to 'lata‘. In
Praud/Zinta everything which is dene 1s an oﬂgrmg to
Bhairava (v. 59). Unmand is the state in which the?
Sadhaka is no longer affected and Tata is the very
self of the Supreme Mantra (vv. 83-84). The states

. A . 'Ir .r. e
up to Praudiiinta are waking, (Jagrat) Unmand is_ .

is dreaming. (Svapna) Anavastha is dreal_nless sleep
(S‘ushuptif The seventh Ullasa is Liberation (vv. o4,

95). (Turiyévasthﬁ).'

Yooa is treated of in Chapter IX. Advaita doctrjxle
in its form Aham Brahmasmi is accepted (v. 32). Jiva
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{s Shiva and Shiva Jiva: the only difference is that
one is in bondage and the other not (v. 42). A note-
worthy passage which explains some acts which dis-
concert others say “the Kulayogi behaves in such a
way that men langh at him and reproach and revile
and shun him"” (v. 4). But doing himself acts of kind-
ness to all he roams the earth (v. 75). Kaulika is
defined in v. 88.  “Oh Thou of beautiful eyes I dwell
not in Kaildsa or in Meru or in Mandira but I an
wherever the knowers of Kula are” (v. 94).

The tenth Chapter treats of worship on special
days and the Eleventh with the rules of Kulichira
which should be carefully concealed (v. 84). The
twelf*h Chapter treats of the Pidukd Mantra, V., 58
prohibits discussion with Atheists or unbelievers n
Veda (Nistika). The subject of the Guru js dealt
with at some length. - The next Chapter (XIT1) conti-
nues the subject of Guru (v 41) and disciple (vv 1-40)
and their qualifications. Amongst other defective
persons, men who are lewd, given to drink and stupid
are to be rejected. The Guru should realise that he is
separate (avichhinna) that is one with the Brahman
which pervades the whole universe (vv. 67-68). V.82
refers to the Lingas in the bodily centres and v. go
gives the eight bonds (Pasha) which bind the Pashu.
The Guru is he who by destroying the pleasures of
the senses gives Brahman-Bliss (v 97).

Chapter X1V deals with the testing (Pariks/z?t) of
the qualifications of Guru and disciple ; and Chapter
XV treats of Purushcharaza and other matters
Priziyima is dealt with (V. 35 et seq). Vv 65-60

. ” " : Wyeog
mention the “defects” of Mantras and vv. 71-72 state
the purificatory rites which remove them. The various
kinds of Mantras, Siddha, Sidhya and the like are
described. V. 96 classifies the letters according to the
I\f;{ahéb'hﬁtas. When duing Japa a man shouldbcontrol
his animal propensites, eat sparingly, live hardly,
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cultivate faith and devotion and fix his mind and heart
solely on ““That” (vv. 110-113). Chapter XVI deals
with rites done for the atrainment of various objects
of desire. Chapter XVII gives the meaning of a
large number of words such as Guru, Achiryya,
Deshika and so forth and contains a Dhyfna of the
Guru. At the end of the seventeenth Chapter there
1s a remarkable passage (v. 103) prohibiting (ordinary
persons) from reading the portions of this work deal-
ing with Asavollisa. This prohibition doubtless has
been prompted by the desire that such persons should
not be led astray and take to practices which might
lead to their moral ruin. For it is to be noted that
according to the Shastra the RahasyaptjA is not for
all and any but for such whom the Guru may consider
qualified and have been duly initiated. Except under
the conditions prescribed the SAdhana with wine and so
forth is prohibited and its accomplishment is admittedly
harmful.  But under the conditions prescribed this
Sadhani is said to be the practical application of the
principles ‘of Advaitaviida which the Agamas of this

school teach.

I desire here to express my thanks for the loan of
Mss. to Pandit Amtlya Charana VidyAbhtsiana, Rai
Kumudini Kénta Bandopiddhyidya Bahadur Principal
of the Rajshahi College and to the Varendra Anu-
sandhina Samiti.

The next volume of this series will be the K4livilisa
Tantra which is now almost ready for publication.
There is also in preparation the very important and
previously unpublished Kidimata Tantra or Tantrar4ja
with .its Commentary called Manorama under the
editorship of Mahamahopiidhyiya Laksimana Shéstri.
This 1 expect to publish in two volumes next year,
to be followed I hope by the Tibetan text of a rare
and unpublished Buddhist Tantra which deals with
the Mandala (Kyil-khor) of Shrichakrasambhéra.

ot s O

INTRODUCTION.

I have already the offer of a large number of Texts
for this series, more in fact that I can ever print; but
I take this opportunity of saying that I shall be
pleased to hear from any one who has Manuscripts of
sufficient importance to justify their publication. The
field of selection will thus be widened with, it is hoped.
better results.

CALCUTTA,

ARTHUR Av. :
13th April, 1916. X UR A ALON.
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