
4. The Racial Rays

The reader needs to remember that three rays are occultly quiescent and four rays are in varying degrees of 
activity. Let us recapitulate for a moment so that this thought may be clearly anchored in our minds:

Rays one, four and six are at this time out of manifestation, though ray six began to decline in influence only 
three hundred years ago, and its potency, though greatly weakened, can still be felt.

Rays two, three, five and seven are still potent.  The following statement may give some idea of the relative 
"values" of these ray influences.

Ray three has been the longest in incarnation, but in 1875 it occultly "completed its outgoing, and began to 
curve upon itself, and thus return".  It is therefore just beginning to wane.  When this event occurs in 
connection with any type [349] of energy, the effect produced is always of a crystallising nature and is apt to 
produce "set forms which warrant prompt destruction".  This causes mental conditions of a set and static 
nature.  The inference is therefore clear that in the later stages of this ray's activity we have the demonstration 
of those dogmatic, sectarian and theological attitudes, for instance, which mark the decline and consequent 
uselessness of the various schools of thought which have in their time embodied man's ideas and sufficed for 
his helping during the period of their growth.

Ray two has a rapidly recurring cycle.  This is due to its excessive potency.  Being the major ray of our solar 
system (of which all the other rays are but aspects), it might be said that this ray is really never out of 
incarnation.  There are nevertheless constant cycles of waxing and waning potency, produced by the interplay 
of the rays which produce what is called in the ancient archives "the intrusion of one or another of the seven 
Brothers Who block the door from whence the force emerges", and "the disappearance of that radiant Brother 
Who passes on His way and leaves behind an open door through which another Brother can pass upon His 
mission preordained."  The symbolism is clear.  The cycles of the second ray are dynamic and recur in a regular 
rhythm at this time and during the twenty-five thousand years of a zodiacal cycle in sequences of five hundred 
years.  Therefore in 1825 the potency of this ray began to decline as the peak of its two hundred fifty years 
emergence was reached.  It was the gradual withdrawal of this ray which led to that growth of separativeness in
the world which produced the European wars and the great World War. This ray will continue declining for 
another one hundred forty years.  This does not necessarily mean the growth of physical violence and the 
prevalence of war.  Humanity is now so much more responsive [350] to ray influences that the watching 
Hierarchy (through egoic stimulation and the sensitivity of certain nations to the inner guidance) can offset the 
more obvious major effects. This will give an interesting side light upon the vast importance of these cyclic 
happenings.



Ray five is the latest of the rays to come into activity and is only in process of "coming forth to power." It is 
steadily increasing in potency, and the result of its influence will be to guide humanity into increasing 
knowledge.  Its energy beats upon the minds of men at this time and produces that stimulation which lies 
behind all the scientific approach to truth in all departments of human thought.  Being also the ray which 
governs the personality aspect of the fourth kingdom in nature, and being one of the rays determining or 
conditioning our Aryan race, its present potency is excessive.  This is a point to be remembered with care, for it 
accounts for much that we can see happening in the world of thought.

Ray seven is also in manifestation, and has been since the year 1675. This we shall consider in more detail when
we take up our fifth point: The Rays in Cyclic Manifestation.

The interplay, therefore, and the beauty of the blended energies are at this time great, for so many rays are 
either manifesting simultaneously or are just passing out and are therefore not entirely negligible; or are 
hovering near at hand ready to pass into the stage of revelation and so continue their cyclic work.  Only one ray 
is today really out of manifestation altogether and functioning entirely behind the scenes, and that is the first 
ray.  Where humanity is concerned, the first ray makes its presence felt, and its potency dominates, when the 
stage of accepted discipleship is reached.  It increases in power as progress on the Path is gained.  Thus there is 
beginning to be gathered on the subjective side of life a steadily growing group of those who can function 
under [351] the influence of this first ray.  When enough of the sons of men can thus function, their united 
responsiveness will constitute a channel through which this first ray can come into manifestation.  This is one of
the main activities and objectives of the Hierarchy, and in the right understanding of the result of the 
responsiveness of humanity to the ray influences shall we arrive at the recognition of a law in nature hitherto 
undiscovered.  This particular law is connected with the department of the Governor of the world, the Manu.

It might be of interest here to note that ray six governs the Path of Probation and nourishes the fires of idealism
in the aspirant.

Ray two governs the Path of Discipleship and transmutes knowledge into wisdom, feeding likewise the Christ 
life in each disciple.

 



Ray one governs the Path of Initiation, producing detachment from form, the destruction of all that hinders, 
and fostering that dynamic will in the initiate which will enable him to take the needed steps towards the 
Initiator.

It should here be noted that the rays divide themselves into two groups, i.e.:

1. The Rays of Aspect........Rays 1. 2. 3.  The major rays.

2. The Rays of Attribute......Rays 4. 5. 6. 7.  The minor rays.

The distinction between these two groups has been well summed up in some sentences from the Old 
Commentary:

"The seven brothers are all the children of the same Father, but the elder three partake of the Father's nature. 
The younger four resemble the Mother. The three elder sons go forth into the universe of stars, and there they 
represent the Father. The younger four go forth into the universe of stars and show the nature of the one the 
Father loved."

The rays of aspect have longer cycles than the rays of attribute, and their measure is occultly slow, cumulative in
[352] effect, and—as the ages pass away—their momentum steadily increases.  The rays of attribute have 
briefer cycles, and produce a steady heart-beat and a regular rhythm in the solar system.  The three rays of 
aspect might be regarded as embodying the will and purpose of the incarnating Logos.  The rays of attribute can
equally be regarded as embodying the quality and character of the incarnating Logos.  Symbolically speaking, 
the three major rays are the expression (during manifestation) of the egoic aspect of the solar Logos, whilst the 
four rays of attribute embody His personality aspect.  Nevertheless it must be remembered that the seven 
together are the manifestation in form of what God is, and the measure of the divine intention.  Students 
should bear these points in mind as they study the rays and their cyclic influence on mankind.  If they will 
remember that when a major ray is in manifestation, then the divine intent, the universal purpose and Plan will 
be seen emerging with greater clarity, they will expect and look for great happenings in the racial development. 
If a minor ray is demonstrating, we shall have the growth of psychic sensitivity, and the emergence of a form life
which will express the divine nature more potently than the divine Plan.

This truth can be applied also to the development of the individual, and will govern and determine his 
evolutionary growth either from the angle of purpose or from the angle of quality.  Lives that are given to the 



unfolding of purpose will be of a different timbre and nature than those which are given to the development of 
character and quality.  This is a psychological point of real moment.

The statement made above is one of the most significant and important yet communicated in this treatise, and 
well merits careful consideration.  The true import is of course most difficult to grasp, but the general meaning 
can be recognized [353] and appreciated by the searching student.  The rays of aspect produce primarily the 
unfolding of the Plan.  The rays of attribute produce the unfolding of the qualities of Deity.  This is true of the 
solar Logos and of a human being, of the planetary Deity and of humanity as a whole.

The application of this truth can be clearly seen in connection with the Aryan race and the two rays which 
govern and control its destiny.  The third Ray of Intelligent Activity or Adaptability governs the entire career of 
the race, and through this dominance we can see working out the plan of God, which is the definite fusion of 
spirit and matter, through the evolution of the soul of man.  The result of this fusion may be briefly summed up 
in the following three statements:

1. A widespread interest in, leading finally to a recognition of, the soul as a result of this fusion and blending.

2. The appreciation of the divinity of substance, and the recognition of the fact that matter is the outer garment
of God. This will characterise the intellectual achievement of the Aryan race.

3. The plan of God that humanity should control matter on the physical plane reaches a high point of perfection
in the Aryan race.  Of this, man's control of the electrical forces of the physical plane is an outstanding instance.

These three important developments indicate the activity of the third ray during the period of time wherein the
Aryan race emerges from the general racial background, develops itself as the generations pass away, and then 
fades out again as do all the races.  By this process the souls which have profited by the experience during racial
manifestation pass on into another and higher race, the sixth root race, in this case. These are the major results.
There are many minor ones which tend to perfect the divine purpose for the race.  That [354] purpose aims 
only at a relative perfection and not at the ultimate consummation.  The racial perfection which will be reached 
as a result of the activity of the third and fifth rays will be seen as only partial from the angle of vision of the 
seventh root race, for instance, but it will be far ahead of that achieved during the Atlantean or fourth root 
race, which was under the dominant influence of the second and sixth rays.  The flower of any race, and those 
who guarantee its achievement, are to be seen in the Masters, Initiates and Disciples Who, during any race, 
reach the goal which Their souls have set.  The reader must remember that the goal of adeptship is a steadily 
shifting one, and that the adepts of the Aryan race will be higher in development, and of a more intellectual 
order, than those who reached that stage during the Atlantean race.  Therefore the requirements for treading 



the path of discipleship in the present race are steadily increasing in difficulty as the centuries slip away.  At the 
same time, the assets brought by the aspirant to the task of achieving discipleship likewise steadily evolve, and 
the equipment is as steadily arriving at a greater adequacy, thus measuring up to the opportunity offered.  Such
books, therefore, as The Outer Court and The Path of Discipleship by Annie Besant state the requirements for 
the path of probation, and not for the path of discipleship.  A Treatise on White Magic gives the needed data for
those who tread, at this time, the path of discipleship.  In these three books are to be found the requirements 
for the two stages of the path of conscious unfoldment.

Curiously enough, in Lemurian days the first ray was active.  This was because of a special dispensation or effort 
on the part of the planetary Hierarchy  With the aid of the seventh ray the needed work went forward.  At the 
time of the individualisation of humanity, a third ray, the fifth, was called into operation, and thus with the 
united effort of the [355] first, the seventh and the fifth rays, the great fusion between the higher and the lower
aspects of mankind was made.  It is interesting to note that the secondary ray influence in the Aryan race at this
time is the fifth, thus linking up the Aryan and the Lemurian civilisations.  Both were and are intensely material 
civilisations, but the Lemurian was material because the whole attention of the Hierarchy was turned to the 
development of physical man, whilst today the attention is not turned to the physical unfoldment of man, but 
to an effort to enable man to control the physical forces of the planet. One rather striking instance of the 
similarity of the ray forces should be here noted.  In Lemurian times, the yoga of the age which produced the 
required at-one-ing or unification (preceding the taking of the initiation of the time) was hatha yoga, the yoga 
of the physical body.  This gave to the initiate the needed physical control—a control which has today been so 
perfected in the race that it is now automatic and has slipped below the threshold of consciousness.  In the 
great cyclic recapitulations which go on ceaselessly we see today in our Aryan race a tremendous emphasis 
being given to physical perfection, to sport, to athletics, to dancing and to physical culture.  It is the cyclic effect 
of the same ray forces, playing upon humanity again.  The initiatory goal is today a mental at-one-ing.  
Nevertheless, the physical reaction to the ray forces produces a higher form of hatha yoga or physical 
coordination.  These points will be further elucidated.

The secondary influence which is leading the Aryan race forward is that of the fifth Ray of Concrete Knowledge 
or Science.  This ray, as we have seen, was one of the rays which brought about individualisation millions of 
years ago, and so launched mankind upon the path of return.  Again it comes into power, and though it has had 
many cycles of activity since Lemurian days, none of them have been of such unobstructed [356] dominance as 
the present.  Hence the tremendous potency of individuals at this time; hence the difficulty, but also the 
opportunity.  This is a ray of quality, and its effect is to stimulate the acquisition of knowledge and the growth of
the human intellect, which is an instrument of exceeding sensitivity, producing increased awareness of God.

It might be said that in Lemurian times the effect of this ray was to stimulate the instinctual nature.  This gave 
awareness of the form nature of Deity.  During Atlantean days, through the influence of the second ray, the 
instinct began to merge into the intellect, and that aspect of man's nature was developed which is called (in 
theosophical books) kama-manas.  This phrase simply means a blend of desire-feeling-lower-mind,—a curious 
synthesis which characterises average man today, and leads to his complicated problem.  This development 



gave man another type of awareness.  He became conscious of the sentient universe; he became sensitive to 
the love of God, and registered an innate reaction to the heart of God.  Today, under the fifth ray influence, the 
intellect is rapidly awakening; instinct is falling below the threshold.  of consciousness; kama-manas is no longer
the outstanding characteristic of the disciples of the world.  The intellect (concrete and abstract, lower and 
higher) is steadily unfolding, and as it unfolds, the will, purpose and plan of the Deity begin to take shape in 
men's minds.  The secondary effects of this development are the power to organise, and to work individually 
with definite purpose.  This is demonstrated today by individuals in all departments of human activity.  They 
evince capacity to sense the Plan of God and to cooperate; they see the broad general outlines of the divine 
purpose, and comprehend as never before the great evolutionary plan.  Men are building now towards the 
future because they have glimpsed the past and touched the vision.

[357]

Later, we shall have a transition period again, analogous to that period wherein kama-manas was developed, 
and we shall then have the entire race expressing a developed synthesis of intellect-intuition, preparatory to 
that advanced stage which will come at the close of the next root race, the sixth.  This takes us to a period ten 
million years hence, when the intellect will have in its turn slipped below the threshold of consciousness, as did 
the instinct.  It will then work automatically as does man's instinctual nature, and the race will be intuitive  This 
will really mean that the fifth kingdom in nature will be manifesting on earth, and that the kingdom of God (as 
the Christian calls it) will have arrived.  This will constitute an event of an importance equal to that of the 
advent of the fourth kingdom, when men made their appearance on earth.  This next great race will be 
governed by the second and fourth rays, thus demonstrating a relation between the fourth root race, the 
Atlantean, and the sixth root race.  In terms of consciousness, this can be expressed as a relation between an 
astral-emotional development and an intuitional-buddhic development.  The final race will be governed by the 
first, the seventh and the second rays.

I think I have given you as much on this abstruse subject as can be grasped.  The tabulation of the rays 
governing the races might be stated, therefore, as follows:

Lemurian Race................................Rays 1. 7. 5.

Atlantean Race................................Rays 2. 6.

Aryan Race.....................................Rays 3. 5.



Sixth Race.......................................Rays 2. 4.

Seventh Race...................................Rays 1. 7. 2.
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 Alice A. Bailey and the Lucis Trust

 

A Guest Document

 

By Lee Penn

Between 1922 and 1949, Alice Bailey published 24 books of “revelations,” most of which she claimed to have 
channeled from the Tibetan ascended spiritual master Djwhal Khul. All these books remain in print through the 
Lucis Trust, and are widely available.  A standard almanac on the New Age movement says, “The Arcane School 
and the books of Alice Bailey have contributed heavily to the concept and language of the New Age 
Movement.”[1]  A recent survey of new religious movements says that Bailey’s group “is widespread in the 
Western world and membership is probably a few thousand people worldwide.”[2]

 

The Rev. Betsy Stang (a Wittenberg Center interfaith minister who served on the URI Interim Global Council in 
2000,[3] and who was a donor to the URI in 2002[4]), said of Alice Bailey’s writings, “Some of Bailey’s writing is 
really remarkable, very Gothic.  You would put her with Blavatsky, Gurdjieff, and Steiner.  She is historically very 
important.  In my mind, Bailey has beautiful, poetic evocations in her books.”[5]

 



Here follow some of Bailey’s “beautiful, poetic evocations.”  As you read them, recall that Alice Bailey’s present-
day followers are public supporters of the URI, and have been donors to the movement.  Note, as well, that 
World Goodwill, an affiliate of the Lucis Trust, enjoys UN recognition as a “Non-Governmental Organization.”  As
World Goodwill says, “World Goodwill is an accredited non-governmental organisation with the Department of 
Public Information of the United Nations. It maintains informal relations with certain of the Specialised 
Agencies and with a wide range of national and international non-governmental organisations. World Goodwill 
is an activity of the Lucis Trust, which is on the Roster of the United Nations Economic and Social Council.”[6]

 

At the beginning of each of the Alice Bailey books that were – supposedly – dictated by the “Tibetan,” there is 
this ambiguous disclaimer by the spirit guide: “The books that I have written are sent out with no claim for their
acceptance. They may, or may not, be correct, true and useful. It is for you to ascertain their truth by right 
practice and by the exercise of the intuition. Neither I nor A.A.B. is the least interested in having them 
acclaimed as inspired writings, or in having anyone speak of them (with bated breath) as being the work of one 
of the Masters. If they present truth in such a way that it follows sequentially upon that already offered in the 
world teachings, if the information given raises the aspiration and the will-to-serve from the plane of the 
emotions to that of the mind (the plane whereon the Masters can be found) then they will have served their 
purpose. If the teaching conveyed calls forth a response from the illumined mind of the worker in the world, 
and brings a flashing forth of his intuition, then let that teaching be accepted. But not otherwise.”[7]  This is 
akin to a software warranty written by a crafty lawyer: you may use this, but we make no guarantee that it will 
be “useful.”  The “Tibetan” is correct about this: those who pursue the Theosophical way do so at their own 
risk.

 

Continuing Blavatsky’s Work

 

Alice Bailey positioned herself as a follower of Blavatsky, and as her spiritual successor.  Bailey praised Blavatsky 
on the acknowledgment page of A Treatise On Cosmic Fire, saying that the book is “dedicated with gratitude to 
Helena Petrovna Blavatsky, that great disciple who lighted her torch in the east and brought the light to Europe 
and America in 1875.”[8]  In Running God’s Plan, her husband Foster Bailey likewise made it clear that Alice 
Bailey had followed Blavatsky’s teachings, and claimed that both women had the same mentor, the Tibetan 
spirit guide Djwhal Khul: “Modern esotericism is a new phenomenon in the western world pioneered by the 



Tibetan teacher, Djwhal Khul, working with H.P. Blavatsky.  Again, this time working with Alice Ann Bailey, the 
same master teacher has provided the interim teaching needed for conscious entry into the new Aquarian Age. 
The study of this new teaching in the books published under the name of Alice Bailey is producing a revival of 
esotericism and a new technique for self-development, this time with the selfless goal of world service.”[9]

 

Praising the Fallen Angels and Re-defining “666”

 

Bailey denied any opposition between God and the Devil, Christ and Anti-Christ:  “Christ and anti-Christ are the 
dualities of spirituality and materialism, both in the individual and in humanity as a whole.  Or you can speak of 
God and the Devil with the same basic implications.”[10]  Bailey describes Lucifer as the ruler of humanity, “Son
of the Morning, The Prodigal Son.”[11] 

 

Therefore, the revolt of the angels against God was part of “the divine plan of evolution.” [12]   Bailey said that 
“the Great Law of Duality came into action, bringing about the ‘fall of the angels,’ as they descended from their 
sinless and free state of existence in order to develop full divine awareness upon earth, through the medium of 
material incarnation and the use of the principle of mind.”[13]  Bailey says that at the inception of the “divine 
plan,” “there took place the original ‘war in the heavens,’ when the sons of God who responded to the divine 
urge to experience, to serve and to sacrifice, separated themselves from the sons of God who responded to no 
such inspiration but who chose to stay in their original and high state of being.”[14]  In other words, the rebel 
angels were really the good guys.

 

Bailey re-interpreted the number 666 as the number of a “Heavenly Man;”[15] she also saw it as the number of
“materialism, the number of the dominance of the three worlds prior to the process of reorientation and the 
expression of developed idealism and purpose.  The third aspect expresses itself through pure materialism, and 
hence the three sixes.”[16]  She thus obscured a symbol which the Bible describes as “the number of the beast”
(Rev. 13:18). 



 

Alice Bailey said that “the Ancient of Days”[17] and the “Lord of the World, the One Initiator”[18] is a spirit 
named Sanat Kumara, “the Great Sacrifice.”[19]  He came to Earth from Venus[20] in “the middle of the 
Lemurian epoch, approximately eighteen million years ago” and “has remained with us ever since.”[21] 

 

Previously, Blavatsky had made clear her view of the nature and origin of Sanat Kumara.[22]  Blavatsky had said 
that Sanat Kumara is one of “the ‘mind-born Sons’ of Brahmâ-Rudra (or Siva) the howling and terrific destroyer 
of human passions and physical senses.”[23]  Venus, the planet from which Sanat Kumara came, “is our ‘Lucifer,’
the morning star.”[24]  The parent of Sanat Kumara is Siva, “the destroyer;” Siva is “the creator and the Saviour 
of Spiritual man, as he is the good gardener of nature.  He weeds out the plants, human and cosmic, and kills 
the passions of the physical, to call to life the perceptions of the spiritual, man.”[25]  Blavatsky also noted that 
Christians call Sanat Kumara one of the fallen angels.[26]  Therefore, Christians may conclude that the 
Theosophists’ lord, whom they name Sanat Kumara, is a devil, a servant of the hostile power that Christ called 
“the ruler of this world” (Jn. 14:30).

 

Alice Bailey believed that “for the first time” mankind is “intelligently participating and cooperating” in the 
“entire evolutionary process.”[27]  Therefore, the spiritual Hierarchy can “bring to an end the long silence which
has persisted since Atlantean days” and “renew an ancient ‘sharing of the secrets.’”[28]   Thus, “in the 
immediate future,” the “Masters will walk openly among men.”[29]  This “return to the situation which existed 
in Atlantean days,”[30] when “the Members of the spiritual Hierarchy were openly guiding and directing the 
affairs of humanity,”[31] carries with it certain dangers.  As Bailey herself said, “Then took place the great war 
between the Lords of Form and the Lords of Being, or between the Forces of Matter and the Great White 
Lodge. …  The Forces of Light triumphed because the Hierarchy was forced to intervene potently  …  They 
brought the Atlantean civilisation to an abrupt end after a long period of chaos and disaster.  This took place 
through the medium of a culminating catastrophe which wiped hundreds of thousands of human beings off the 
face of the earth.  This historical event has been preserved for us in the universal legend of the great flood.”[32]
Bailey’s “Hierarchy” wants mankind to return to a spiritual condition that last existed just before the Flood.  
Been there, done that; why would this work any better for mankind the second time than the first?



 

Proclaiming Human Divinity and Denying Christ

 

Like Barbara Marx Hubbard and Neale Donald Walsch, Bailey asserts human divinity.  “We are all Gods, all the 
children of the One Father, as the latest of the Avatars, the Christ, has told us.”[33] 

 

There is a down-side to this exalted status, however.  Bailey denies that Christ loves us: “The Son of God was 
called in The Old Testament a ‘man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.’  This did not in reality refer to His 
sufferings for poor miserable humanity (as orthodox theology so selfishly interprets it) but to the fact that He 
had to submit Himself to contact with humanity.”[34]  Nor does Christ’s sacrifice save us.  “It must be 
remembered that it is the teaching given by the Christ which saves humanity – not any symbolic death upon a 
cross.  Men must save themselves by their reaction and their response to the teaching given in its purity by the 
Christ.”[35]  Bailey denies hell; she therefore also denies salvation and grace:  “There is, as you well know, no 
angry God, no hell, and no vicarious atonement.  …  As these erroneous ideas die out, the concept of hell will 
fade from man’s recollection and its place will be taken by an understanding of the law which makes each man 
work out his salvation upon the physical plane, which leads him to right the wrongs which he may have 
perpetrated in his lives on Earth, and which enables him eventually to ‘clean his own slate.’”[36]  What a rotten 
deal Bailey offers!  Instead of being saved and forgiven through Christ’s death and resurrection and being told 
like the good thief, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise” (Lk. 23:43), we are left with the 
unforgiving law of karma and the requirement to right all the wrongs of all our past lives ourselves.

 

As befits a utopian social reformer, Bailey taught that Christ’s Kingdom is of this world: “Christ taught also that 
the Kingdom of God is on Earth and told us to seek that Kingdom first and let all things go for its sake.”[37]  
Jesus Christ said otherwise to Pilate while He was on trial for His life: “My kingship is not of this world” (Jn. 
18:36). 

 



Did Christ ascend to heaven to sit at the right hand of the Father? Not according to Bailey.  “He cannot return 
because He has always been here upon our Earth, watching over the spiritual destiny of humanity; He has never
left us …  He can only reappear,”[38] coming forth from “His present retreat in Central Asia.”[39] 

 

Bailey held that in the New Age, the sign of the Cross will be replaced by a new “mark” of “a new type of 
salvation.”  In The Rays and the Initiations, she said, “Recognition of the successful work of the New Group of 
World Servers will be accorded by the Hierarchy, and the testimony of the recognition will be the appearing of a
symbol in the aura of the group – of the entire group.  This will be a symbol projected by the Hierarchy, 
specifically by the Christ.  …  It is ‘the mark of a Saviour’ and it will embody the mark or indication (the signature
as medieval occultists used to call it) of a new type of salvation or salvage.  Up till now the mark of the Saviour 
has been the Cross  …  The future holds within its silence other modes of saving humanity.  The cup of sorrow 
and the agony of the Cross are well-nigh finished.  Joy and strength will take their place.”[40]  Bailey’s prophecy 
of the replacement of the Cross by a new symbol appears to foreshadow the Rev. Sun Myung Moon’s current 
“take down the cross” campaign. 

 

Bailey supported progressive, evolutionary, liberal Christian theology.  In her autobiography, she said, “there 
was really no reason because a priest or teacher six hundred years ago interpreted the Bible in one way 
(probably suitable for his time and age) that it should be acceptable now in a different time and age, under a 
different civilisation and with widely different problems.  If God’s truth is truth then it will be expansive and 
inclusive, and not reactionary and exclusive.  If God is God, then His divinity will adapt itself to the emerging 
divinity of the sons of God, and a son of God today may be a very different expression of divinity from a son of 
God five thousand years ago.”[41]

 

Population Control

 



In the 1940s – when world population was less than half what it is today – Alice Bailey said, “certain physical 
restrictions should be imposed, because it is now evident that beyond a certain point the planet cannot support
humanity.”[42]  Bailey’s proposed solutions were far-reaching: eugenics, and the reshaping of human sexuality 
so that people – like animals and plants – only mate and reproduce for a part of each year:  “The emphasis in 
the future will shift from the urge to produce large families to that of producing quality and intelligence in the 
offspring.  This will include that science of which eugenics is the distorted and exoteric indication.”[43]  “The 
real change in human consciousness which is needed will appear only as the race itself is brought under a 
rhythmic law – under which, for instance, the animal lives function, or the seasonal law under which forms in 
the vegetable kingdom operate – thus transferring the whole concept on to a higher turn of the evolutionary 
spiral.”[44]

 

Bailey also said, “One of the tasks of the educator of the future will be to teach the meaning of the Law of 
Rebirth, and thus bring about such a profound change in the racial attitude to life and sex, to birth and 
parenthood, that sex rhythm, cyclic experience, psychological preparation and directed, controlled body-
building may go forward and supersede the present methods, which are based upon an uncontrolled response 
to the sex urge and desire, and the unthinking procreation of children.  The vast population of the world today 
is the result of an animal response to these urges and of the general promiscuity, which is perhaps the 
outstanding factor, esoterically speaking and from the standpoint of the Hierarchy, of the present world 
distress, economic difficulties, and national aggressions.”[45]

 

Astrological Racism

 

In many of her books, Alice Bailey upheld occult racial theories, including the division of mankind into races that
are on different points of the “ladder of evolution;” the Aryans and an emerging “new race” are the most-
evolved.  In Education in the New Age, Bailey predicted the use of occult racial theory in the schools of the 
future: “Young people will then be studied from the standpoint of their probable point upon the ladder of 
evolution and will be grouped as: a) Lemurians, with physical predispositions. b) Atlanteans, with emotional 
dominance. c) Aryans, with mental tendencies and inclinations. d) New race, with group qualities and 
consciousness and idealistic vision.”[46] 



 

In Problems of Humanity, Bailey stated that the races are unequal now, but that this is a temporary condition: 
“Under the great evolutionary process, men and races differ in mental development, in physical stamina, in 
creative possibilities, in understanding, in human perceptiveness and in their position upon the ladder of 
civilization; this, however, is temporary, for the same potentialities exist in all of us without exception, and will 
eventually display themselves.”[47]  She said, “The new race is forming in every land, but primarily in those 
lands where the fifth or Caucasian races are to be found.”[48]  In The Destiny of the Nations, Bailey predicted 
that “very low grade human bodies will disappear, causing a general shift in the racial types toward a higher 
standard.”[49] 

 

In The Rays and the Initiations, Bailey said that the “new race” will be distinguished by “a state of consciousness
which is the Aryan or mental consciousness or state of thinking … This state of consciousness will find its 
expression in people as far apart racially as the Japanese and the American or the Negro and the Russian.”[50]  
Distinguishing herself from the Nazi race theorists, Bailey said in Esoteric Psychology, “I am not using the word 
Aryan as synonymous with Nordic but as descriptive of the intellectual goal of humanity, of which our 
Occidental civilisation is in the early stages, but which men of all time and all races have individually 
demonstrated.  The Aryan state of consciousness is one into which all men eventually pass.”[51] 

 

A quarter-century later, Foster Bailey – Alice Bailey’s husband – proposed the same racial theories: “For millions
of years the evolution of humanity has been going on.  …  We recognize three great stages of this human 
growth – Lemurian, Atlantean, and Aryan.  We are now in the Aryan stage of the process of perfection.  It is 
difficult to realise what a human being was like in Lemurian times.”[52]

 

Human Inequality in the New Age

 



Elitism and condescension would be the hallmarks of the planning and execution of Bailey’s proposed New 
World Order.  In The Externalisation of the Hierarchy, Bailey said, “The needed choices can now be made in 
cooperation, in consultation and with open eyes.  The choice is clearly before the thinking people in every 
country, and upon their decision rests the fate of the less intelligent masses.”[53]  In Education in the New Age, 
she said, “Cooperative goodwill is all that can, at this time, be expected from the masses, and this is the 
sublimation of forces released through civilisation.  Loving understanding should be the hallmark of the 
cultured, wiser group, plus an ability to correlate the world of meaning with the world of outer effects.  Ponder 
on this sentence.  Group love is, and must be, the outstanding characteristic of the Illuminati of the world, and 
it is at this time the motivating power of the Masters of the Wisdom, until such time as enough disciples are 
expressive of this particular force.”[54] 

 

Inequality, based on “the new form of astrology” and “esoteric psychology” will be the basis of schooling in the 
New Age, as well.  Bailey said, “It will be apparent, then, that those to be taught will be gauged from the angles 
upon which I have touched: a) Those capable of being rightly civilised.  This refers to the mass of men. b) Those 
capable of being carried forward into the world of culture.  This includes a very large number. c) Those who can 
add to the assets of civilisation and culture ‘the equipment’ required for the process of functioning as conscious
souls, not only in the three worlds of instinctual and intellectual living, but in the world of spiritual being also, 
and yet with complete continuity of consciousness and with complete triple integration.  Not all can pass into 
the higher grades, and this must be appreciated.  The gauging of ability will be based upon an understanding of 
the ray types (the science of esoteric psychology), on a comprehension of the condition of the glandular and 
physiological equipment, upon certain specific tests, and upon the new form of astrology.”[55]

 

Anti-Semitism

 

Bailey expressed hatred for Judaism in many of her books.[56]

 



In The Rays And The Initiations, Alice Bailey says, “Symbolically, the Jews represent (from the point of view of 
the Hierarchy) that from which all Masters of the Wisdom and Lords of Compassion emerge: materialism, 
cruelty, and a spiritual conservatism, so that today they live in Old Testament times and are under the 
domination of the separative, selfish, lower concrete mind.  But their opportunity will come again, and they 
may change all this when the fires of suffering at last succeed in purifying them and burning away their ancient 
crystallisation, thus liberating them to the extent that they can recognise their Messiah, Who will not, however, 
be the world Messiah.  The Jews need humility more than any other nation.  By humility they may learn 
something of value as well as a needed sense of proportion.”[57] 

 

In a tactic that is common for today’s religious liberals, Bailey criticized St. Paul and separated his teachings 
from Christ.  Her “contribution,” as evident in two of her works, was to add a swipe at the Jews.  In The Rays 
and the Initiations, Bailey said, “In the immediate past, the keynote of the Christian religion has been death, 
symbolised for us in the death of the Christ, and much distorted for us by St. Paul in his effort to blend the new 
religion which Christ gave us with the blood religion of the Jews.”[58]  In a section of The Externalisation of the 
Hierarchy written in 1946,[59] Bailey reiterated: “the failure of Christianity can be traced to its Jewish 
background (emphasised by St. Paul), which made it full of propaganda instead of loving action, which taught 
the blood sacrifice instead of loving service, and which emphasised the existence of a wrathful God, needing to 
be placated by death, and which embodied the threats of the Old Testament Jehovah in the Christian teaching 
of hell fire.”[60]  She added, “I have sought – with love and understanding – to point out the faults of the world 
religions, with their obsolete theologies and their lack of love, and to indicate the evils of Judaism. The present 
world faiths must return to their early simplicity, and orthodox Judaism, with its deep seated hate, must slowly 
disappear; all must be changed in preparation for the revelation which Christ will bring.”[61]

 

In The Reappearance of The Christ, Bailey said, “Christ came to bring to an end the Jewish dispensation which 
should have climaxed and passed away as a religion with the movement of the sun out of Aries into Pisces.  He, 
therefore, presented Himself to them as their Messiah, manifesting through the Jewish race.  In the rejection of 
Christ as the Messiah, the Jewish race has remained symbolically and practically in the sign of Aries, the 
Scapegoat;[62] they have to pass – again speaking symbolically – into the sign, Pisces, the Fishes, and recognize 
their Messiah when He comes again in the sign Aquarius.  Otherwise they will repeat their ancient sin of non-
response to the evolutionary process.  They rejected that which was new and spiritual in the desert; they did it 
again in Palestine two thousand years ago; will they do it again, as opportunity is offered to them?  The 
difficulty with the Jew is that he remains satisfied with the religion of nearly five thousand years ago and shows 
as yet little desire to change.”[63]



 

In the January 1939 section of The Externalisation of the Hierarchy, [64] Bailey wrote, “The solution will come, 
as I said, when the races regard the Jewish problem as a humanitarian problem but also when the Jew does his 
share of understanding, love, and right action.  This he does not yet do, speaking racially.  He must let go of his 
own separative tendencies and of his deep sense of persecution.  He will do this latter with great facility, when 
he grasps, as a race, the significance, the significance and inevitability of the Law of Karma, and from a close 
study of the Old Testament and of the acts and deeds there claimed by him as his racial acts and deeds 
(conquest, terrorism, and cruelty), realises that the law is working out and incidentally releasing him for a 
greater future.  There must, at the same time, be a realisation by the Jew and Gentile of equal responsibility 
and equal liability for the present world difficulty.”[65]  Bailey wrote this after the November 1938 Kristallnacht 
pogroms in Germany, and on the eve of the Shoah, the Nazi genocide. 

 

At the same time, Bailey also gave a novel account of Jewish history – or, rather, pre-history: “those whom we 
now call the Jews … are the descendants of that earlier group which was held in pralaya between the first and 
second solar systems,  If you will remember that the third ray governed that system and also governs the Jewish
race, if you bear in mind that that system was occupied with the divine aspects of matter only and with external
conditions, and that the Jews were the highest product of that system, you can come to an understanding of 
the Jew, his separateness, his desire for racial purity and his interest in all that is commercial and tangible.”[66]

 

In Esoteric Healing, she wrote: “Their aggressive history as narrated in the Old Testament is on a par with 
present-day German accomplishment; yet Christ was a Jew and it was the Hebrew race which produced him.  
Let this never be forgotten.  The Jews were great aggressors; they despoiled the Egyptians and they took the 
Promised Land at the point of the sword, sparing neither man, woman, nor child.  Their religious history has 
been built around a materialistic Jehovah, possessive, greedy and endorsing and encouraging aggression.”[67]  
“Today the law is working, and the Jews are paying the price, factually and symbolically, for all they have done 
in the past.”[68]  “Until, however, the Jews themselves face up to the situation and admit that there may be for 
them the working out of the retributive aspect of the Law of Cause and Effect, and until they endeavour to 
ascertain what it is in them, as a race, which has initiated their ancient and dire fate, this basic world issue will 
remain as it has been since the very night of time  … What I have said in no way mitigates the guilt of those who
have so sorely abused the Jews.  …    Though much that has happened to the Jews originated in their past 
history and in their pronounced attitude of separativeness and nonassimilability, and in their emphasis upon 



material good, yet the agents who have brought the evil karma upon them equally incur the retributive aspects 
of the same law.”[69] 

 

When Bailey accused Jews of “separativeness” and “emphasis upon material good,” she was making – in her 
own terms – the most serious accusation possible, since she said “the true nature of cosmic evil finds its major 
expression in wrong thinking, false values, and the supreme evil of materialistic selfishness and the sense of 
isolated separativeness.”[70] 

 

In a section of The Rays and The Initiations written in 1948[71] – after the Shoah –Bailey said that “The Jewish 
people have not only repudiated the Messiah (which their race produced), but they have forgotten their unique
relation to humanity; they forget that millions in the world today have suffered as they have suffered and that –
for instance – there are eighty per cent of other people in the concentration camps of Europe and only twenty 
per cent Jews.  The Jew, however, fought only for himself, and largely ignored the sufferings of his fellowmen in 
the concentration camps.”[72]

 

Regarding the establishment of the State of Israel, Bailey said, “Today the Jewish people are engineering 
trouble, and it is interesting to note that the main contention of the past of Poland, lately of the Irish, and today
of the Jews, is territory, thus evidencing a most distorted sense of values. … They are claiming a land to which 
they have no possible right and which the Jews have ignored for two thousand years.”[73]  She added, “The 
menace to world freedom today lies in the known policies of the rulers of the U.S.S.R. and in the devious and 
lying machinations of the Zionists.”[74] 

 

Instead of Zionism or religious orthodoxy, Bailey proposed assimilation as the solution to the “Jewish problem:” 
“The Jewish problem will not be solved by taking possession of Palestine, by plaint and demand and by financial
manipulations.  That would be but the prolongation of ancient wrong and material possessiveness.  The 



problem will be solved by the willingness of the Jew to conform to the civilisation, the cultural background and 
the standards of living of the nation to which – by the fact of birth and education – he is related and with which 
he should assimilate.  It will come by the relinquishment of pride of race and of the concept of selectivity; it will
come by renouncing dogmas and customs which are intrinsically obsolete and which create points of constant 
irritation to the matrix within which the Jew finds himself; it will come when selfishness in business relations 
and the pronounced manipulative tendencies of the Hebrew people are exchanged for more selfless and honest
forms of activity.”[75] 

 

Bailey added that, on the part of Gentiles, “The growing anti-Semitic feeling in the world is inexcusable in the 
sight of God and man.  I refer not here to the abominable cruelties of the obsessed German people.  Behind 
that lies a history of Atlantean relationships into which it is needless for me to enter because I could not prove 
to you the truth of my statements.  I refer to the history of the past two thousand years and to the everyday 
behaviour of Gentile people everywhere.  There must be a definite effort on the part of the nationals of every 
country to assimilate the Jews, to inter-marry with them and to refuse to recognise as barriers old habits of 
thought and ancient bad relations.”[76] Give Bailey credit for this: she wanted to use non-violent means, 
assimilation and inter-marriage, as the Gentiles’ solution to the “Jewish problem.”  She accurately distinguished 
between the Nazi genocide and the long-standing anti-Jewish prejudice in Christian and Islamic nations.[77]  
But as an explanation for the Shoah, “a history of Atlantean relationships” between the Germans and the Jews 
in their past lives is a true prize-winner.

 

A Lucis Trust/World Goodwill pamphlet, “The New Group of World Servers,” says of world servers, those who 
put Theosophical principles into practice:  “When active in the religious field, they heal differences and 
recognise the universality of truth.  They attack no people, classes or systems, and under no circumstances do 
they ever condemn or criticise any race or nation.”[78]  It seems that Bailey would not meet the standards that 
her own followers at World Goodwill apply for membership in the “new group of world servers.” 

 

There is no evidence whatsoever that any URI leaders share Alice Bailey’s anti-Semitic views.  Nor have Robert 
Muller, Barbara Marx Hubbard, or Neale Donald Walsch repeated any of Bailey’s diatribes about Judaism; they 
focus their scorn instead on orthodox, “fundamentalist” Christianity.  Nevertheless, in most political and 
religious discourse since 1945 in Western Europe and North America, any hint of anti-Semitism has usually 



sufficed to make suspected writers, politicians, or religious leaders – and their avowed followers – outcast.  As 
historian Philip Jenkins has said, “the anti-Semite is denounced in the United States and obliged to keep 
quiet.”[79]  It is noteworthy that this social sanction seems not to apply to Alice Bailey, her teachings, and her 
present-day Theosophist followers.  This is not because Bailey’s feculent writings are secret.  On the contrary.  
All of the Bailey books remain in print; they are readily available in bookstores, and as a Lucis Trust CD-ROM of 
all 24 volumes.[80] 

 

Equal-Opportunity Contempt for Traditional Religions

 

Bailey consigns traditional Judaism, Islam, and Christianity to the dustbin of history:  “Palestine should no 
longer be called the Holy Land; its sacred places are only the passing relics of three dead and gone religions.  …  
Judaism is old, obsolete, and separative and has no true message for the spiritually minded which cannot be 
better given by the newer faiths; the Moslem faith has served its purpose and all true Moslems await the 
coming of the Imam Mahdi who will lead them to light and to spiritual victory; the Christian faith also has 
served its purpose; its Founder seeks to bring a new Gospel and a new message that will enlighten all men 
everywhere.  Therefore, Jerusalem stands for nothing of importance today, except for that which has passed 
away and should pass away.  The ‘Holy Land’ is no longer holy, but is desecrated by selfish interests, and by a 
basically separative and conquering nation.”[81] 

 

Alice Bailey specifically hated the Vatican – enough to propose dropping the Bomb on the Holy See.  In a section
of The Externalisation of the Hierarchy dated April-May 1946, she wrote that “The atomic bomb does not 
belong to the three nations who perfected it and who own the secrets at present – the United States of 
America, Great Britain, and Canada.  It belongs to the United Nations for use (or let us rather hope, simply for 
threatened use) when aggressive action on the part of any nation rears its ugly head.  It does not essentially 
matter whether that aggression is the gesture of any particular nation or group of nations or whether it is 
generated by the political groups of any powerful religious organisation, such as the Church of Rome, who are 
as yet unable to leave politics alone.”[82]

 



Bailey explained her animosity: “The churches are themselves great capitalistic systems, particularly the Roman 
Catholic Church, and show little evidence of the mind that was in Christ.”[83]  She said, “The Roman Catholic 
Church stands entrenched and unified against any new and evolutionary presentation of truth to the people; its
roots are in the past but it is not growing into the light; its vast financial resources enable it to menace the 
future enlightenment of mankind under the cloak of paternalism, and a colorful outer appearance which hides 
a crystallization and an intellectual stupidity which must inevitably spell its eventual doom, unless the faint 
stirrings of new life following the advent of Pope John XXIII can be nourished and developed.”[84]

 

Bailey despised the Russian Orthodox Church, as well.  She praised the Bolsheviks for crushing the pre-1917 
church and replacing it with a collaborationist, KGB-riddled structure: “The Greek Orthodox Church reached 
such a high stage of corruption, graft, greed and sexual evil that, temporarily and under the Russian Revolution, 
it was abolished.  This was a wise, needed and right action.  …  The refusal of the revolutionary party in Russia 
to recognize this corrupt church was wise and salutary …  The church in Russia has again received official 
recognition and faces a new opportunity.  …  The challenge of its environment is great and it cannot be 
reactionary as can – and are – the churches in other parts of the world.”[85]

 

While Bailey condemns traditional Judaism and Christianity repeatedly in many of her books, she also aims a 
few shots at traditional Asian religions.  “In the Oriental religions a disastrous negativity has prevailed; the 
truths given out have not sufficed to better the daily life of the believer or to anchor the truths creatively upon 
the physical plane.  The effect of the Eastern doctrines is largely subjective and negative as to daily affairs.  The 
negativity of the theological interpretations of the Buddhist and Hindu Scriptures have kept the people in a 
quiescent condition from which they are slowly beginning to emerge.”[86]  She added, “There is no indication 
that the great Oriental religions are taking an active lead in producing a new and better world.”[87]  She also 
said, “all the world Scriptures are now seen to be based on poor translations and no part of them – after 
thousands of years of translation – is as it originally was, if it ever existed as an original manuscript and was not 
in reality some man’s recollection of what was said.”[88]  And so much for the Koran and all other religions’ 
sacred texts.

 



In the early 1970s, Foster Bailey, who had been Alice Bailey’s husband until her death in 1949, dismissed all the 
major religions with similar contempt.  He said, “It is not reasonable that either Buddhism or Christianity, or any
of the other old age organised religions, can transcend their perversions or that they have within themselves 
the qualities needed for world usefulness in the new Aquarian age.  However, they still can have usefulness for 
the millions of human beings who are Atlantean in consciousness and who do not have the capacity to respond 
the new spiritual potencies of the Aquarian age.”[89]

 

The Coming New Religion

 

A New Religion would replace these outmoded beliefs.  To establish the New Religion, Alice Bailey’s New Age 
Christ has three current tasks: 

 

“Therefore, we have isolated (if I may use such a word) three activities to which the Christ is at this time 
dedicated:

1.     The reorganisation of the world religions – if in any way possible – so that their out-of-date theologies, 
their narrow-minded emphasis and their ridiculous belief that they know what is in the Mind of God may be 
offset, in order that the churches may eventually be the recipients of spiritual inspiration.

2.     The gradual dissolution – again, if in any way possible – of the orthodox Jewish faith, with its obsolete 
teaching, its separative emphasis, its hatred of the Gentiles and its failure to recognize the Christ.  In saying this 
I do not fail to recognize those Jews throughout the world who acknowledge the evils and are not orthodox in 
their thinking; they belong to the aristocracy of spiritual belief to which the Hierarchy itself belongs.

3.     Preparation for a new revelation which will inaugurate the new era and set the note for the new world 
religion.”[90]



 

The New Religion proposed by Bailey would be based on magic, spiritual elitism, and the manipulation of the 
people: “The new religion will be one of Invocation and Evocation, of bringing together great spiritual energies 
and then stepping them down for the benefiting and the stimulation of the masses. The work of the new 
religion will be the distribution of spiritual energy and the protecting of humanity from energies and forces 
which they are not, at the particular time, fitted to receive.”[91]  In the New Religion, “the science of invocation 
and evocation will take the place of what we now call prayer and worship,”[92] because “as man progresses 
upon the Path he forgets worship; he loses all sense of fear, and adoration fails to engross his attention.”[93]  
(By this standard, the seraphim, cherubim, and elders described in chapters 4 and 5 of the book of Revelation 
have not progressed far “upon the Path.”)

 

There will be two levels of religious practice – one for the masses and one for the adepts of the New Age:  “This
new invocative work will be the keynote of the coming world religion and will fall into two parts.  There will be 
the invocative work of the masses of the people, everywhere trained by the spiritually minded people of the 
world (working in the churches whenever possible under an enlightened clergy) to accept the fact of the 
approaching spiritual energies, focused through Christ and His spiritual Hierarchy, and trained also to voice their
demand for light, liberation and understanding.  There will also be the skilled work of invocation as practised by 
those who have trained their minds through right meditation, who know the potency of formulas, mantrams 
and invocations and who work consciously.”[94]

 

The New Religion will work closely with the United Nations: “Thus the expressed aims and efforts of the United 
Nations will be eventually brought to fruition and a new church of God, gathered out of all religions and 
spiritual groups, will unitedly bring to an end the great heresy of separateness.”[95]  This foreshadows Robert 
Muller’s writings about the religious role of the UN.

 

In April/May of 1946,[96] Bailey wrote that all of us must change our religious beliefs, since the alternative is “a 
religious war which will make the past war[97] appear like child’s play.”[98]  She said, “That the Jews should be 



rid of fear is of major importance; that they should know and recognise the Christ as the Messiah, and 
therefore find for themselves that the religion they follow is destructive of many of the finer values, is likewise 
of major importance; that orthodox Judaism, along with all the other faiths, should …  all move towards some 
loving synthesis and eliminate their mutual antagonisms and rivalries is equally urgent.”[99]  Bailey continued, 
“That the Vatican cease its political scheming, its exploitation of the masses and its emphasis on ignorance is as 
important; that the manifold divisions of the Protestant churches be bridged is imperative.  If none of these 
things happen, humanity is headed towards a religious war which will make the past war appear like child’s 
play; antagonisms and hatreds will embroil entire populations and the politicians of all the nations will take full 
advantage of the situation to precipitate a war which may well prove the end of humanity.  There are no 
hatreds so great or so deep as those fostered by religion.” [100]  Bishop Swing’s warning, “What is a bigger 
terrorist threat than religion in the world today?  There is none,”[101] echoes this statement by Bailey.

 

Bailey expected the New Religion, which she called the “Church Universal,” to emerge by the close of the 
twentieth century – that is, just in time for the formation of the URI.  She said, “Eventually, there will appear the
Church Universal, and its definite outlines will appear towards the close of this century.  In this connection, 
forget not the wise prophecy of H.P.B.[102] as touching events at the close of this century.”[103]  (Blavatsky had
said, “In Century the Twentieth some disciple more informed, and far better fitted, may be sent by the Masters 
of Wisdom to give final and irrefutable proofs that …  the source of all religions and philosophies now known to 
the world has been for many ages forgotten and lost to men, but is at last found.”[104]) 

 

Bailey added, “I write for the generation which will come into active thought expression at the end of this 
century; they will inaugurate the framework, structure and fabric of the New Age which will start with certain 
premises which today are the dream of the more exalted dreamers and which will develop the civilisation of the
Aquarian Age.”[105]  She said that “the problem before the Hierarchy” is to ensure that “the Plan can be rightly 
materialized and the close of this century and the beginning of the next see the purposes of God for the planet 
and for humanity assume right direction and proportion.”[106]

 

Bailey said, “The day is dawning when all religions will be regarded as emanating from one great spiritual 
source; all will be seen as unitedly providing the one root out of which the universal world religion will 
inevitably emerge.”[107]  She added that “in the new world order, spirituality will supersede theology; living 



experience will take the place of theological acceptances.  The spiritual realities will emerge with increasing 
clarity and the form aspect will recede into the background; dynamic, expressive truth will be the key-note of 
the new world religion.  The living Christ will assume his rightful place in human consciousness and see the 
fruition of His plans, sacrifice, and service, but the hold of the ecclesiastical orders will weaken and disappear. 
Only those will remain as guides and leaders of the human spirit who speak from living experience, and who 
know no creedal barriers; they will recognise the onward march of revelation and the new emerging truths.  
These truths will be founded on the ancient realities but will be adapted to modern need and will manifest 
progressively the revelation of the divine nature and quality.”[108]  Thus, liberal Protestants and modernist 
Catholics will have their dreams realized in the New Religion. 

 

Bailey also said that mankind’s adherence to the traditional religions is an accident of birth, and that old 
differences will be superseded by “One Humanity”: “World Unity will be a fact when the children of the world 
are taught that religious differences are largely a matter of birth; that if a man is born in Italy, the probability is 
that he will be a Roman Catholic; if he is born a Jew, he will follow the Jewish teaching; if born in Asia, he may 
be a Mohammedan, a Buddhist, or belong to one of the Hindu sects; if born in other countries, he may be a 
Protestant and so on.  He will learn that religious differences are largely the result of man made quarrels over 
human interpretations of truth.  Thus gradually, our quarrels and differences will be offset and the idea of the 
One Humanity will take their place.”[109] 

 

Updating Freemasonry for the New Religion

 

Alice Bailey said, “one of the things that will eventuate – when the new universal religion has sway and the 
nature of esotericism is understood – will be the utilisation of the banded esoteric organisms, the Masonic 
organism and the Church organism as initiating centres.  These three groups converge as their inner sanctuaries
are approached.  There is no dissociation between the One Universal Church, the sacred inner Lodge of all true 
Masons, and the innermost circles of the esoteric societies.”[110]

 



Alice Bailey also predicted that Masonry would be a path to power in the new world order: “The Masonic 
Movement when it can be divorced from politics and social ends and from its present paralysing condition of 
inertia, will meet the need of those who can, and should, wield power.  It is the custodian of the law; it is the 
home of the Mysteries and the seat of initiation. It holds in its symbolism the ritual of Deity, and the way of 
salvation is pictorially preserved in its work.  The methods of Deity are demonstrated in its Temples, and under 
the All-Seeing Eye the work can go forward.  It is a far more occult organisation than can be realised, and is 
intended to be the training school for the coming advanced occultists.  …  It meets the need of those who work 
on the first Ray of Will or Power.”[111]

 

Her husband Foster Bailey, a 32nd degree Mason,[112] said that Masonry “is all that remains to us of the first 
world religion which flourished in an antiquity so old that it is impossible to affix a date.  It was the first unified 
world religion.  Then came the era of separation of many religions, and of sectarianism.  Today we are working 
again towards a world universal religion.  Again then, Masonry will come into its own, in some form or 
another.”[113]

 

Alice Bailey held great hope for Masonry as a building-block for the religion of the future, but believed that 
Masonry would have to adapt to the times.  Part of this adaptation would be the cleansing of Christian and 
Jewish imagery from Masonic rituals: “The time has now come, under cyclic law and in preparation for the New
Age, for certain changes to be worked by Masons with spiritual understanding.  The present Jewish colouring of 
Masonry is completely out of date and has been preserved far too long, for it is today either Jewish or Christian,
and should be neither.  The Blue Lodge degrees[114] are entirely Jewish in phrasing and wording, and this 
should be altered.  The Higher Degrees are predominantly Christian, though permeated with Jewish names and 
words.  This too should end.  This Jewish colouring is today one of the hindrances to the full expression of 
Masonic intention and should be changed, whilst preserving the facts and detail and structure of the Masonic 
symbolism intact.”[115]

 

Dealing With “Reactionary Forces”

 



Bailey believed that “conservative elements” and “reactionary forces” will be the opponents of the New 
Religion: “This inherent fanaticism (found ever in reactionary groups) will fight against the appearance of the 
coming world religion and the spread of esotericism. For this struggle certain of the well-organised churches, 
through their conservative elements (their most powerful elements), are already girding themselves.”[116]  
Bailey offers a solution – to “arrest the reactionary forces in every nation”:  “If we can delay the crystallisation 
of the ancient evils which produced the world war, and arrest the reactionary forces in every nation, we shall be
making way for that which is new and opening the door to the activities of the New Group of World Servers in 
every land – that group which is the agent of the Christ.”[117]  She left it unclear whether she meant to stop 
her opponents spiritually, or whether she was suggesting that the “reactionary forces” should be put under 
arrest on the physical plane.  

 

Bailey said that the coming of “the new ideals, the new civilisation, the new modes of life, of education, of 
religious presentation and of government”[118] is inevitable.  “They can, however, be delayed by the 
reactionary types of people, by the ultra-conservative and closed minds and by those who cling with 
adamantine determination to their beloved theories, their dreams and their visions, their interpretations and 
their peculiar and oft narrow understanding of the presented ideals.  They are the ones who can and do hold 
back the hour of liberation.”[119]  It’s not a giant step for a Theosophist to conclude that “the hour of 
liberation” should be hastened by getting “the reactionary types of people” out of the way.

 

Bailey’s New World Order: “A New Power of Sacrifice”

 

With the New Religion and the “coming world state,” there will be spiritual totalitarianism.  As Alice Bailey said, 
“This coming age will be as predominantly the age of group interplay, group idealism, and group consciousness 
as the Piscean Age has been one of personality unfoldment and emphasis, personality focus and personality 
consciousness.  Selfishness, as we now understand it, will gradually disappear, for the will of the individual will 
voluntarily be blended into the group will.”[120]  After all, the existence of separate persons is an illusion; we 
are all really part of The One. She said, “In the coming world state, the individual citizen – gladly and 
deliberately and with full consciousness of all that he is doing – will subordinate his personality to the good of 
the whole.”[121] (As Orwell said of his protagonist, Winston, at the end of 1984, “He had won the victory over 
himself.  He loved Big Brother.”[122])



 

Alice Bailey and her associates at the Lucis Trust have repeatedly praised revolutions and dictatorships, 
approving them as part of the workings of “the Plan.”  In September 1939,[123] she said, “The men who 
inspired the initiating French revolution; the great conqueror, Napoleon; Bismarck, creator of a nation; 
Mussolini, the regenerator of his people; Hitler who lifted a distressed people upon his shoulders; Lenin, the 
idealist, Stalin and Franco” were “great and outstanding personalities who were peculiarly sensitive to the will-
to-power and the will-to-change;” all were “expressions of the Shamballa force” (a force which Bailey extolled) 
and “emphasised increasingly the wider human values.”[124]  

 

Bailey explained that “There are disciples of Shamballa just as there are disciples of the Hierarchy …  It is wise 
and valuable to remember this.  They are powerful, these disciples of Shamballa, headstrong and often cruel; 
they impose their will and dictate their desires; they make mistakes but they are nevertheless true disciples of 
Shamballa and are working out the Will of God as much as the disciples and Masters of the Hierarchy are 
working out the Love of God.”[125]  Bailey uses pseudo-mystical language to dismiss the victims of the 
dictators:  “If you study the nations of the world today from this angle, you will see this Shamballa energy of will
working out potently through the agency of certain great outstanding personalities.  The Lord of Shamballa in 
this time of urgency …  is sending forth this dynamic energy.  It is form destroying and brings death to those 
material forms and organised bodies which hinder the free expression of the life of God, for they negate the 
new culture and render inactive the seeds of the coming civilization.”[126] 

 

Bailey viewed the dictatorships of her time as a positive part of human evolution, fostering humanity’s “power 
to regard himself as part of a whole:” “Everywhere and in every country men are being taught in their earliest 
years that they are not only individuals, not only members of a state, empire or nation, and not only people 
with an individual future, but that they are intended to be exponents of certain great group ideologies – 
Democratic, Totalitarian, or Communistic.  …  All this is very good and part of the ordained plan.  Whether it is 
the democratic ideal, or the vision of the totalitarian state, or the dream of the communistic devotee, the effect
upon the consciousness of humanity as a whole is definitely good.  His sense of world awareness is definitely 
growing, his power to regard himself as part of a whole is rapidly developing and all this is desirable and right 
and contained within the divine plan.”[127]  (After World War II started, Bailey’s writing strongly supported the 
Allies, favoring early US entry into the war against the Nazis.[128])



 

Bailey expected that “a spiritual Hierarchy” would appear and “govern the people throughout the world and 
will embody in itself the best elements of the monarchial, the democratic, the totalitarian, and the communistic
regimes.  Most of these groups of ideologies have latent in them much beauty, strength and wisdom, and also a
profound and valuable contribution to make to the whole.  Each will eventually see its contribution embodied 
under the control of the Hierarchy of the Lords of Compassion and the Masters of the Wisdom.”[129]

 

For Bailey, spiritual Communism was the objective: “The Lord of the World, the ‘Ancient of Days,’ is releasing 
new energies into humanity, transmuted in the present furnace of pain and fiery agony.  This transmutation will
being about a new power of sacrifice, of inclusive surrender, a clearer vision of the Whole and a cooperative 
spirit hitherto unknown and which will be the first expression of that great principle of sharing, so sorely 
needed today.”[130]

 

World Wars and Atom Bombs: Engines of Human Evolution

 

There is no one so cruel as a utopian who sees traditionalists standing in the way of the March of History. In 
Bailey’s view, war and genocide were part of God’s plan, a divine house-cleaning to remove obstacles to the 
return of “the Christ” and the coming of the New Age. 

 

Alice Bailey began writing about a coming “selection” as early as March 1934.[131]  She said, “Thus is the New 
Age dawning.  …  Ever the race is to the strong, and always the many are called and the few chosen.  This is the 
occult law.  …  Lest this widespread upheaval and consequent disaster to so many should seem to you unfair, let
me remind you that this one life is but a second of time in the larger and wider existence of the soul, and those 
who fail and are disrupted by the impact of the powerful forces now flooding our earth will nevertheless have 
their vibration ‘stepped up’ to better things along with the mass of those who achieve, even if their physical 



vehicles are destroyed in the process.  The destruction of the body is not the worst disaster than can overcome 
a man.”[132]  When Bailey wrote this, the Nazis had just taken power; manmade famine and political purges 
were occurring in the Soviet Union; Japan had begun its war against China.  Many, many “physical vehicles” 
were being destroyed. 

 

Bailey’s dismissal of people as “vehicles” foreshadows the beliefs of the Heaven’s Gate suicide cult.  They 
viewed human bodies as temporary “vehicles,” to be discarded in order to reach the higher plane of existence.
[133]  When the Hale-Bopp comet appeared in 1997, the cultists expected to be picked up by aliens and taken 
into the next kingdom.  Therefore, 39 members of this group committed suicide together in a California 
mansion in March of that year in order to make a “spiritual” ascent.[134]

 

In September 1939,[135] Bailey wrote in Externalisation of the Hierarchy about the “beneficent and needed” 
aspects of the beginning of World War II, which she saw as a necessary step towards creating “new forms in the
religious, political, educational and economic life of the race:” “Today we are watching the death of a 
civilisation or cycle of incarnation of humanity.  In all fields of human expression, crystallisation and 
deterioration had set in.  …  there is everywhere a cry for change and for those new forms in the religious, 
political, educational and economic life of the race which will allow of freer and better spiritual expression.  
Such a change is rapidly coming and is regarded by some as death – terrible and to be avoided if possible.  It is 
indeed death but it is beneficent and needed.”[136]  She added, “Pain has always been the purifying agent, 
employed by the Lords of Destiny, to bring about liberation.  The accumulated pain of the present war and the 
inherited pain of the earlier stage (begun in 1914) is bringing about a salutary and changing world 
consciousness.  The Lord of Pain has descended from His throne and is treading the ways of earth today, 
bringing distress, agony and terror to those who cannot interpret His ends.”[137] 

 

Bailey said in June 1947[138] that World War II, “with all its unspeakable horrors, its cruelties, and its 
cataclysmic disasters – was but the broom of the Father of all, sweeping away obstructions in the path of His 
returning Son.”[139]  (These “obstructions” are people, not impersonal forces or institutions.)  She added, “It 
would have been well-nigh impossible to prepare for the coming in the face of the pre-war conditions.  Upon 
these facts the new group of world servers must today take their stand.”[140]



 

In The Rays and the Initiations, Bailey gave credit to the “Hierarchy” of ascended spiritual masters for “Their 
decision, taken early in this century, which precipitated – in the centre which we call ‘the race of men’ – those 
potencies and stimulating energies which produced that major destructive agency, the world war (1914-
1945).”[141]  In April 1943,[142] Bailey said, “One of the purposes lying behind the present holocaust (World 
War II) has been the necessity for the destruction of inadequate forms. …  Therefore the Law of destruction was
permitted to work through humanity itself, and men are now destroying the forms through which many masses 
of men are functioning.  This is both a good and a bad thing, viewed from the evolutionary angle”[143]  
(“Destroying the forms” does not mean shredding IRS paperwork; it is the Theosophist code phrase for killing.) 

 

After the war, Bailey wrote in Education in the New Age that “the Custodians of God’s Plan” viewed World War 
II as “in the nature of major surgical operation made in an effort to save the patient’s life;” the operation had 
been “largely successful” in removing “a violent streptococcic germ and infection” that had “menaced the life of
humanity.”[144]  The operation “was made in order to prolong opportunity and save life, not to save the form.  
The operation was largely successful.”[145]  Nevertheless, she warned that the two World Wars would be only 
the beginning of sorrows: “The germ, to be sure, is not eradicated and makes its presence felt in infected areas 
in the body of humanity.  Another surgical operation may be necessary, not in order to destroy and end the 
present civilisation, but in order to dissipate the infection and get rid of the fever.”[146]  She added, “The next 
stage of human evolution will emerge as a result of the purificatory action of the World War.”[147]

 

Bailey’s romance with mass death extended to nuclear weapons.  Regarding the origins of the Bomb, Bailey 
said, “The atomic bomb emerged from a first ray Ashram, working in conjunction with a fifth ray group; from 
the long range point of view, its intent was and is purely beneficent.”[148] 

 

In an essay titled “The Release of Atomic Energy,” written on August 9, 1945, Bailey hailed “the release of 
atomic energy … this week, August 6, 1945, in connection with the bombing of Japan” as “the greatest spiritual 



event which has taken place since the fourth kingdom of nature, the human kingdom, appeared.”[149]  She 
added: “You will now understand the meaning of the words used by so many of you in the second of the Great 
Invocations: The hour of service of the saving force has now arrived.  This ‘saving force’ is the energy which 
science has released into the world for the destruction, first of all, of those who continue (if they do) to defy the
Forces of Light working through the United Nations.  Then – as time goes on – this liberated energy will usher in
the new civilisation, the new and better world and the finer, more spiritual conditions.”[150]  Bailey viewed the 
“first use of this energy” in “material destruction” (the atomic incineration of Hiroshima and Nagasaki) as 
“inevitable and desirable; old forms (obstructing the good) have had to be destroyed; the wrecking and 
disappearance of that which is bad and undesirable must ever precede the building of the good and desirable 
and the longed-for emergence of that which is new and better.”[151]  (It is an interesting coincidence that 
Bailey hated Christianity – and Nagasaki was the oldest Christian community in Japan.[152])

 

Perhaps Alice Bailey was channeling Dr. Strangelove on the Earth-plane.  Her followers continue to do the same.

 

In 1990, Mary Bailey, the second wife of Foster Bailey,[153] published A Learning Experience, present-day 
reflections on the teachings of Alice Bailey.  The book contained an essay, “Atomic Energy – Curse or Blessing?,” 
written in response to the Chernobyl disaster.  She reprinted most of Bailey’s “Release of Atomic Energy” essay 
from 1945 – including all the material quoted above.  And she defended Alice Bailey’s position: “It seems 
inevitable that, at this stage in its planetary evolution, humanity should be more aware of the destruction of 
form resulting from the use of two atomic bombs than with the liberation of the soul within the form.  But this 
liberation and new opportunity, to the spiritual Hierarchy, is the real consequence of the bombs and their only 
justification because here the evolution of rootraces (and subraces) is concerned, with far-reaching 
implications.”[154]

 

Bailey’s calm acceptance of others’ deaths arose from her beliefs about life and death, views reminiscent of 
Gnosticism that were expressed in Education in the New Age: “To the Custodians of God’s Plan and to Those 
Who are working out the new developments, the form side of life, the outer tangible expression, is of entirely 
secondary importance.  Your vision is oft distorted by the pain and suffering to which the form is subjected 
(either your own or that of others, individually or en masse).”[155]  (“The form” is New Age-speak for a person.)
She reiterated: “let us never forget that it is the Life, its purpose and its directed intentional destiny that is of 



importance; and also that when a form proves inadequate, or too diseased, or too crippled for the expression 
of that purpose, it is – from the point of view of the Hierarchy – no disaster when that form has to go.  Death is 
not a disaster to be feared; the work of the Destroyer is not really cruel or undesirable.”[156]  Rather than being
the “last enemy to be destroyed” (1 Cor. 15:26), Bailey says that “death is the great Liberator.”[157]  This is so 
because “The domination of spirit (and its reflection, soul) by matter is what constitutes evil.”[158]

 

Praise for Communism: From Lenin to Mao

 

Alice Bailey criticized the Stalinist regime in the USSR[159] but said that “The true communistic platform is 
sound; it is brotherhood in action and it does not – in its original platform – run counter to the spirit of Christ.  
The imposition of intellectual and formal communism by a group of ambitious and sometimes evil men is not 
sound; it does not adhere to the true communistic platform, but is based on personal ambitions, love of power 
and on interpretations of the writings of Lenin and Marx which are also personal and run counter to the 
meaning of these two men.”[160]  Like the Trotskyites, Bailey wished to defend the reputations of Marx and 
Lenin. 

 

Bailey said that “true Communism” would “prove convincing to the world” after the fall of the Iron Curtain.  In 
The Rays and The Initiations, she said, “In Russia a world ideology is being wrought out which (when proven) 
can be presented to the world as a model system; this, however, will not come as a result of dictatorship, nor 
can it be presented aggressively to the world.  Russia is in reality – whether she realises it or not – undertaking 
a great experiment in education and, in spite of evil methods and sinning against the soul of human freedom, 
eventually this educational process will prove convincing to the world and provide a world model.  This can only
take place when the present group of dictators and arrogant men have passed away or been forced out of 
power by an awakening people.”[161]   She added, “when the present group of totalitarian rulers (behind what 
you call the ‘iron curtain’) die out a different state of affairs will gradually supervene and a true Communism (in 
the spiritual sense of the term) will take the place of the present wickedness.”[162]

 



The economic system that Bailey proposed for the “new world order” will be built on global economic planning 
and wealth redistribution.  In The Externalisation of the Hierarchy, she said, “The new world order will 
recognise that the produce of the world, the natural resources of the planet and its riches, belong to no one 
nation but should be shared by all.  There will be no nations under the category ‘haves’ and others under the 
opposite category.  A fair and properly organised distribution of the wheat, the oil and the mineral wealth of 
the world will be developed, based upon the needs of each nation, upon its own internal resources and the 
requirements of its people.  All this will be worked out in relation to the whole.”[163]  The order of the day will 
be world central planning: “the entire economic problem and the institution of the needed rules and 
distributing agencies should be handled by an economic league of nations.  In this league, all the nations will 
know their place; they will know their national requirements (based on population and internal resources, etc.) 
and will also know what they can contribute to the family of nations; all will be animated by a will to the 
general good.”[164]  

 

In Problems of Humanity, Bailey said that capitalism must go; “The world economic council (or whatever body 
represents the resources of the world) must free itself from fraudulent politics, capitalistic influence and its 
devious scheming; it must set the resources of the earth free for the use of humanity.  …  Sharing and 
cooperation must be taught instead of greed and competition.”[165]  She added, “The problem of distribution 
is no longer difficult once the food of the world is freed from politics and from capitalism.”[166]  Communism, 
which ruined the economies and the natural environment of the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, would be 
attempted on a global scale.

 

Foster Bailey carried on Alice Bailey’s work after his wife’s death in 1949.  In a 1972 Lucis Trust book, Running 
God’s Plan, he praised the Russian Revolution: “Another hierarchical project approved at a centennial 
conference was to take action to raise the consciousness of the four hundred million mass of Russian people.  In
a few short years this effort has achieved amazing results and is already an outstanding hierarchical success.  It 
has been demonstrated that hopeless, illiterate peasants when stimulated and given a chance become 
industrial workers.”[167]  Historians describe these same events as forced industrialization, coerced 
collectivization, and man-made famine.  He also said, “History may well recognize Khrushchev as the greatest 
Russian liberator since Lenin”[168] – a telling definition of “liberation,” given the totalitarian nature of the 
regime that Lenin founded.

 



Foster Bailey’s spiritual “hierarchy” of ascended masters also approved of Maoism and the Chinese Cultural 
Revolution – which was still in progress when Running God’s Plan was published.  Foster Bailey said, “The 
cultural revolution in China was begun a few short years ago.  This also is an hierarchical project.  Amazing 
changes have been achieved in that short period.  Chester Ronning, Canada’s former Ambassador to China and 
an authority on China today, says that the Chinese people through revolution have changed their way of 
thinking.  This is fundamental to national reform.”[169]  He added, “The change for the better in the life of the 
common people in China in the last few years is more than amazing.  Seven hundred million  human beings 
have been lifted into a new way of life.”[170]  Foster Bailey specifically praised the Cultural Revolution’s practice
of forcible rustication of city dwellers: “Today under Mao the mass of the people receive the greatest attention. 
…  City dwellers are sent into the countryside to learn of the farmers.  Not just how to farm but attitudes to life 
and to people.”[171]

 

Foster Bailey’s spirit guides also approved of the unification of Europe – by whatever means necessary:  
“Another approved hierarchical project is the uniting of the nations of Europe in one cooperating peaceful 
community.  …  One attempt was to begin by uniting the peoples living in the Rhine river valley using that river 
as a binding factor.  It was an attempt by a disciple but did not work.  Now another attempt is in full swing, 
namely the six nation European Common Market.”[172]  (This “disciple” was probably Napoleon, whom Alice 
Bailey had hailed as a “great conqueror”.)[173]  Napoleon’s principal legacy was death and destruction – “17 
years of wars, perhaps six million Europeans dead, France bankrupt, her overseas colonies lost.”[174] 

 

Evidently, the Theosophists’ spiritual masters in the “Hierarchy” condoned mass bloodshed to achieve their 
goals.  According to the Black Book of Communism, there have been approximately 20 million killed under 
Soviet Communism, and 65 million slain by the Chinese Communists.[175]  Many critics of New Age and Gnostic
ideology have argued that these world-views are favorable to totalitarianism;[176] the writings of Alice and 
Foster Bailey bear this out.

 



How will the New World Order be brought about?  In a 1978 pamphlet, Bailey’s followers at World Goodwill 
divided mankind into four classes with varying levels of enlightenment, and stated that social change flows from
the Hierarchy to the “New Group of World Servers,” and then down to the rest of us:

 

“People in the world at this time can be divided into four groups.  …

 

First the uninformed masses.  These through poverty, illiteracy, hunger, lack of employment, without leisure or 
means for cultural advancement are in an inflamed condition.  They are, however, enough developed to 
respond to the mental suggestion and control of more advanced people.

 

Second, the middle classes – both higher and lower.  These constitute the bulk of any nation – intelligent, 
diligent, often narrow-minded, enquiring, essentially religious; they are torn by economic and ideological 
conflicts and, because they can read and discuss and are beginning to think, they form the most powerful 
element in any nation. 

 

Third, the thinkers everywhere.  These are the intellectual, highly educated men and women who sense ideas 
and can formulate them into ideals.  They utilise all the known methods to reach the general public.  They stir 
the middle class to activity and, through them, arouse the masses.  The part they play is of paramount 
importance.  They are steadily influencing world affairs – sometimes for good and sometimes for selfish ends. 

 



Fourth, the New Group of World Servers.  These are the people who are building the new world order.  They are
all of them definitely serving humanity, and are, through the power of their response to the spiritual 
opportunity, tide and note, emerging out of every class, group, church, party, race and nation, and are therefore
truly representative.  …  They own to no creed, save the creed of Brotherhood, based on the One Life.  They 
recognise no authority save that of their own souls.  …

 

Behind this four-fold division of humanity stand those Enlightened Ones whose right and privilege it is to watch 
over human evolution and to guide the destinies of men.  In the West we call them Christ and His disciples.  In 
the theologies of the East they are called by many names.  They are also known as the Agents of God, or the 
Hierarchy of liberated souls, who seek ceaselessly to aid and help humanity.  This they do through the 
implanting of ideas in the minds of the world thinkers, so that these ideas in due time receive recognition and 
eventually become controlling factors in human life.”[177]

 

This theory of social class and social change gives a new meaning to the term “liberal elitism.”

 

Human Civilization: Destruction and Rebirth

 

Bailey wrote in the 1940s that the New Age, which she described as “the new heavens and the new earth,” 
would be preceded by two kinds of “intense creative activity.”[178]  First would come “A destructive cycle, 
wherein the old order passes away and that which has been created – human civilization with its accompanying
institutions – is destroyed.  With this destructive action Humanity is today occupying itself – mostly 
unconsciously.  The major creative agents are the intelligentsia of the race.”[179]  (She appears to have 
prophesied the global cultural revolution of the 1960s, and the role that the “chattering classes” have played in 
destabilizing traditional order.)  Bailey said that after the destruction of the old order would come the building 
of the new, “A cycle of restoration, with many accompanying difficulties in which the mass of men take part, 
under the influence and inspiration of a regenerated intelligentsia.”[180]   



 

Bailey said that the spiritual Hierarchy has been busy with destruction since 1775.  And when humanity 
achieves spiritual fusion with these entities, the result will be “the final act of destruction.” In The 
Externalisation of the Hierarchy, she wrote, “It is interesting to note (though it is of no immediate moment) that
the work of destruction initiated by the Hierarchy during the past one hundred and seventy-five years 
(therefore since the year 1775) has in it the seeds – as yet a long way from any germination – of the final act of 
destruction which will take place when the Hierarchy will be so completely fused and blended with Humanity 
that the hierarchical form will no longer be required.  The three major centres will then become the two, and 
the Hierarchy will disappear and only Shamballa and Humanity will remain.  …  This event of final dissolution 
will take place only at the close of our planetary existence.”[181]

 

The End of the Theosophical Road: “The Centre of Pure Darkness”

 

Bailey also set forth the results that individual seekers would attain from ever-growing closeness to the 
Hierarchy.  Those who learn to meditate will see that “darkness is pure spirit.”[182] Followers of Bailey’s New 
Age path will find that “each contact with the Initiator leads the initiate closer to the centre of pure darkness – 
a darkness which is the very antithesis of darkness as the non-initiate and the unenlightened understand.  It is a
centre or point of such intense brilliance that everything fades out and at the place of tension, and at that 
darkest point, let the group see a point of clear cold fire.”[183]  (Perhaps Dante was right when he described 
the center of Hell as ice.)[184]  She urged her followers toward the “Great Renunciation,” “the final great 
transference, based upon the renunciation of that which for aeons has connoted beauty, truth, and 
goodness.”[185] 

 

Dale McKechnie, Vice President of the Lucis Trust, said in 1998 that “The Bailey books carry one deeper into the
relationship between Christ and God and the spiritual Hierarchy.”[186]  For those with eyes to see, the 
character of Bailey’s “spiritual Hierarchy” is clear: individual intercourse with it leads to “the centre of pure 
darkness,” and when mankind has blended with the Hierarchy, there will be a “final act of destruction.”



 

McKechnie said in 1998 that the teachings of Alice Bailey “oppose what would be called orthodox Christianity.  
The one overshadows the other.”[187]  Given the nature of Bailey’s teachings, that’s an understatement. 

 

 

===============================================

False Dawn - Chapter 12: Present-Day Followers of Alice Bailey

 

Pathways to Peace and its Theosophical Associates

 

Pathways to Peace is listed as a URI Affiliate;[188] its president is Ms. Avon Mattison, who has donated to the 
URI for several years.[189] She was also a member of the URI “Organizational Design Team” that prepared the 
initial draft of the URI Charter in early 1998.[190]  The vice-president and treasurer of Pathways to Peace, 
Masankho Banda,[191] is active in the URI.[192]  Robert Muller is “Senior Adviser” for Pathways to Peace.”[193]
Other members of the “Council of Advisers” include Gordon Davidson, Corinne McLaughlin, Jean Houston, 
Barbara Marx Hubbard, and David Spangler, all of whom are prolific New Age authors.[194]  Pathways To Peace 
says that it “has Consultative II Status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council, and works with the 
U.N. Centre for Human Rights, U.N. Centre for Human Settlements, UNESCO, UNICEF, and other Agencies. It is 
also an official Peace Messenger of the United Nations.”[195]

 

Mattison, along with Gordon Davidson and Corinne McLaughlin (who also support the URI), are members of the
“Steering Group” of the “World Service Intergroup” (WSI).[196]  The WSI’s stated purpose  is to “generate a 



focused, conscious and deliberate intergroup effort to specifically assist the Externalization of the Hierarchy and
the Reappearance of the Christ. Hierarchy is a term used here to refer to those spiritual Masters of all traditions
who have evolved through human experience to embody greater light, love-wisdom and spiritual power 
through ceaseless service to humanity and the Divine Plan. They have worked throughout the ages to further 
human evolution, and They are now in process of ‘externalizing’ or becoming known in public life.  One of our 
tasks is to recognize them, and assist them by preparing humanity for the imminent reappearance of the World 
Teacher.”[197]  WSI members “study and honor all of the great spiritual teachings of the ages, especially the 
more modern presentations by H.P. Blavatsky, Alice Bailey, Helena Roerich and other teachers of the Ageless 
Wisdom.”[198]  The members of WSI’s “Steering Group” are “representatives of esoteric organizations who are 
willing to dedicate major time and energy to the work of the World Service Intergroup …  All members are long-
term students of the Tibetan[199] and have in-depth meditation and intergroup service experience.”[200]  In 
short, Mattison, Davidson, and McLaughlin are devotees of the teachings of Alice Bailey.

 

Corinne McLaughlin and Gordon Davidson

 

The Dalai Lama wrote a laudatory foreword for McLaughlin and Davidson’s  Spiritual Politics, describing the 
book as “timely” and “a new approach for creating a happier, more peaceful world.”[201] This is surprising, 
since the authors say that war can be a source of positive social change: “if peace is maintained at any price in 
order to continue vast injustices and materialistic, wasteful life-styles, then spiritual death may be the result.  
Physical death is only of the body, the form nature, which according to the Ageless Wisdom will be reborn again
in another form.  We must be cautious about a stubborn idealism that loves the ideal of peace more than it 
loves humanity’s evolution.  We can become so enamored of peace that it leads to inertia, stagnation, and 
above all else, an attachment to material comfort.  Peace and war are not true opposites; peace and change 
are.  War is only one form of change, and often the least effective.  Yet there is a role for the right use of 
destruction when it is used against rigid and crystallized forms of thought and cultural patterns that prevent Life
from evolving to its next step.”[202]  This belies the Dalai Lama’s statement that Spiritual Politics promotes a 
“more peaceful world.”

 

McLaughlin and Davidson wrote that “the next release of the Shamballa [sic] energy into human consciousness 
is planned for the year 2000 … which will bring another cycle of major upheaval and change as we move into 
the next millennium.  This high-voltage energy of synthesis will test every individual and institution to 



determine if they are aligned with the Higher Will.  …  If they are out of alignment, they will degenerate 
emotionally, physically, and mentally.  This process has already begun, as we can see through the downfall of 
groups that are opposing evolution and synthesis, and will only accelerate in the years ahead.”[203]  
Shamballa[204] energy “destroys those material forms that have outlived their usefulness and that hinder the 
free expression of the Light of God …  Once the obstacles to its free expression have been removed, the 
unifying force released by Shamballa will …  create union and interdependence in religious, social, political, and 
economic fields.”[205]  In other words, the Shamballa energy will get the reactionaries out of the way, allowing 
global unity. 


