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PREFACE

IT was not until I had made a second visit to India that I was able to
obtain the clue to the central idea that could uni'fy all my numerous
thoughts upon the subject of Esoteric Astrology. In one of the Holy
Places, I met a sage whose mind and my own were in complete harmony.
I had only to express a few ideas to this marvellous Pundit, and he would
run through the whole sequence of my thouglﬁ and in a few words link
those ideas into a consecutive whole to achieve which I had laboured
many years. At one of our meetings he spoke but a few words, but
with them he conveyed to my mund ideas which illuminated my thoughts
to such an extent that I instantly saw light to which I bad been
formerly blind. On one occasion we rode many miles 1 an old gharry to
visit an ancient Temple, and while he chanted his sacred hymns con-
tinuously, my mind was filled with beautiful thoughts suggesting the very
questions a sage alone could answer.

In collecting the i1deas that have filled my mind for many years, and
even—so I have been given to understand—for many lives, and 1n setting +
them forth in this volume, I am actuated by the primary motive of
expressing what I believe to be the true Astrology for the new Era that is
now dawning upon the world. I have no wish to force these ideas upon
the exoteric school of astrologers, they may accept them or reject them
as they wish; but I can at least pont to a large body of students, and
some sincere colleagues, who are attracted more by this than by any other
form of Astrology.

To many, the ideas put forth in this book will come as a revelation
concerning the laws which guide the evolution of the world ; infallible
laws which work incessantly for the ultimate good of humanity. The
theories expressed are not imaginary, they are capable of demonstration
to all who apply themselves thoughtfully to the methods required to
obtain first-hand knowledge.

The experiences are unique that led up to my association with this

subject, which I have studied continuously for a quarter of a century,
v
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and they have resulted in investigations made quite independently of the
opinions or influence of others.

Born of Puritan parents, strict in moral and religious principles, and
brought up to believe that if not chosen for eternal bliss the only alter-
native was everlasting torment, it was natural that the problems of a life
that seemed so complex to a youthful mind should engage my deep and
earnest attention. Many years of anxious striving to understand why I
had been born into this world without apparently having asked to come,
and many visits to religious teachers of all types, brought the conviction
that either the religious teachings regarding heaven and hell were false,
or that the God I had heard about was unjust; and as I could not believe
that which I did not understand or know to be true, I concluded that I
must be one of the lost souls. My dear good mother, a devout Christian,
converted at the age of 11, who had made it the habit of her life to
pray for two hours each morning on waking, besought God that I might
be saved; but her prayers did not succeed in commending to me her
peculiar way of thinking and believing ; and years afterwards, in the
darkest hours of my life, the light of Wisdom came through Astrology.

At 9 years of age, while standing upon the heights of Edinburgh
Castle and looking over Carlton Hill, I had an internal vision which
liberated my soul from a bondage that had hitherto held 1t. At 17 I
was present at a discussion between my mother and a gentleman
of the same religion who had just returned from India, in which the
theory of reincarnation was mentioned. I told my mother that it was
the most reasonable hypothesis I had yet heard; and after thinking
about it I formed the opinion that our souls were connected with the stars.

Until the age of 25 I worked in the slums of London, and there
found myself face to face with some of the deepest problems of human
life ; my experiences at that time amongst the poorest and most degraded
of human creatures would supply sufficiently interesting facts to fill the
pages of this book. The sights that I daily witnessed, together with the
realisation of the hopelessness of the condition and environment into
which thousands of my fellow-creatures were being born, set me thinking
continually on the terrible inequalities of the human race, together with
other problems of life, and I sought for the solution in every possible
way. At that time I suffered greatly, for with the faculty of benevolence
largely developed, together with ideality, the utter want of refinement,
combined with the sufferings of those about me, made life a hideous
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nightmare. At last I discovered that in the science of Astrology light
could be thrown upon these problems, but not without blending it with
the theory of Reincarnation, for hitherto Astrology had lacked this
complete explanation of the inequalities of human life. From 17 to
25 Astrology seemed to satisfy my disturbed mind, and from 25 to 28
Astrology and Reincarnation together were splendid working hypotheses ;
but in the midst of a great upheaval of my social life, for which
Astrology and Reincarnation alone did not account, I was introduced
to a body of teachings concerning the law of Karma.

I then began an exhaustive examination of the horoscopes of all
persons whose times of birth I could rely upon, mainly children, and
without mentioning the results to anyone, collected sufficient facts to
establish beyond all question the permanent value of Esoteric Astrology ;
which may be said to be the study of natural Astrology, or astrologia
sana, plus the eastern teachings concerning Reincarnation and Karma.

For many years after the publication of The Astrologer’s Magasine,
now Modern Astrology, my investigations were silently continued, and
these ideas embodied in my books, writings and practice ; with the result
that on my recent visit to India I was enabled finally to learn from
unquestionable sources that these teachings were part of the ancient
mysteries of Astrology. To-day my whole belief in the science of the
stars stands or falls with Karma and Reincarnation, and I have no hesi-
tation in saying that without these ancient teachings, Natal Astrology
has no permanent value. The law which gives to one soul a nativity of
good environment in which refinement, opportunity, and sound moral
training are uppermost; and to another poverty, disease, and immoral
training, is manifestly unjust, to say the least, apart from its being without
any apparent purpose.

It is of course true that Astrology may be studied in any of its
branches without entertaining the ideas of Reincarnation or Karma, just
as the physical body of a man may be studied without regard to his soul
or spirit; but the deeper students of human nature know that physiology
acquires a profounder meaning by the addition of psychology.
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INTRODUCTION

It will hereafter be proved, I know not when or where, that the human
soul stands even in this life in indissoluble connection with all immaterial
natures in the spirit world, that it reciprocally acts upon these and receives
impressions from them. KANT, Traume eines Geistersehers.

To everything existing there are two sides, the spiritual and the
material, the essential and the formal. We are living in a world of
duality through which something subtle and undefinable is continually
passing and flowing, as an essence or principle behind all things that have
this dual manifestation.

This may be fittingly illustrated by the contrast of Day and Night,
sub-divided again by Sunrise and Sunset, Noon and Midnight, when the
conditions of the earth are completely changed and reversed. The only
external factor here is the rotation of the earth upon her own axis before
the face of the Sun. But what is 1t that causes the rotation, and the
changing influence of Sunrise and Sunset ?

Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter, are four distinct seasons of
one year, produced by the annual revolution of the earth round the Sun.
Infancy, youth, maturity, and old age are correspondences resulting from
birth, growth, decay and death. But why the Birth and the Death ?

A million exoteric facts will not suffice to answer these questions,
for they are concerned with our esoteric enquiry into that subtle,
indefinable something which is the essence and cause of all manifesta-
tion. There 1s always a higher and a lower, a finer and coarser aspect
of the same substance, an abstract and a concrete, a past cause and a
future effect of everything in nature; and there are two corresponding
points of view by which it may be studied and known.

‘With these ideas before us we may safely assume Astrology to have
its dual expression, or what may be termed its esoteric and exoteric
points of view.

Esoteric Astrology deals with the abstract cause, the philosophy
and the inner or more subtle point of view; whilst Exoteric Astrology is

content with the effect, the practice, and the concrete or outer expres-
xiii
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sion, preferring the more tangible and evident to the speculative and
theoretical.

To those who hold extreme views on this subject, the esoteric side
on the one hand, or the exoteric on the other, is the only side worthy of
attention; but to those who are broad-minded and free from bias, both
sides are of egual value. It is merely a question of temperament as to
which has the preference, and the wise know that one side of a story is
always good until the other is told.

We may define Esoteric Astrology as that side of the subject which
views all stellar phenomena from the standpoint of unity ; whilst Exoteric
Astrology begins its study from the side of diversity and separateness,
The Esoteric Astrologer looks upon the whole expression of life as
proceeding from one central and primal source, and therefore seeks to
understand the subject from the point of view of the One flowing forth
into the many. In the solar system the Sun is the centre of all and the
starting point of his philosophy, for to him all things come forth from
the Sun ; and it is the solar life in which all things live and move and
have their being. Coming forth from this centre are the life currents
which pass through the material organisms of every living thing on earth.
This life descends and ascends, through each of the seven planets, and is
transformed in the process for the use of evolving entities, and adapted
to the stage they have reached in the scale of evolution; the seven
planets being either directly or indirectly connected with the seven
principal substances in the human body.

Man, as we know him, is composed of the great elements Fire, Air,
Water, Earth and Ether. At the head of each of these is a living
conscious entity of which the vital force and consciousness flowing
through the element is an emanation.

In the course of these Chapters we shall deal with these forces and
substances from an esoteric standpoint by elaborating and extending the
ideas that are associated with them in exoteric studies; for although
these elements have been known to astrologers for many centuries, their
esoteric meaning has never been fully revealed, and yet it is upon the
seven primary divisions of the zodiac into Fire, Air, Earth, Water,
Cardinal, Mutable and Fixed signs, that the real meaning of every
horoscope is fundamentally based. We shall take up these signs and
the planets, but before doing so, an endeavour must be made to get a
deeper insight into
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FIRST PRINCIPLES

‘When we attempt to explore the noumenal worlds that underlie the
outer realms of phenomena as the spiritual underlies, or rather precedes,
the material, we have no choice but to use the language and terms of the
physical world. Every writer who has sought to do this has realised the
limitations and drawbacks that beset the subject; for there is always
difficulty and even danger in trying to express in every-day language
thoughts and ideas that in themselves transcend the material and
commonplace. The life of the subtler realms becomes disguised and
misunderstood when embodied in concrete forms, and the writer or
speaker on these subjects often realises, with something of a shock, that
he has managed to convey quite an erroneous idea to the enquirer.
For this result neither the one nor the other is wholly to blame, nor does
it avail to complain of the inadequacy of the language. When we deal
with great and far-reaching ideas or with very abstract thoughts and
feelings, there always seems to be something that refuses to the last to be
expressed completely in any language at our disposal, and that can only
be learned and realised by actual personal experience.

The emotion of love 1n a perfect friendship cannot be fully explained
by the most eloquent words or completely expressed by the most perfectly
proportioned features and actions, even though these are mutually
reciprocal and moved by a spontaneous and harmonious impulsion. No
matter how perfect it may be, something indefinable is lost in the
expression,

“For words, like nature, half reveal
And half conceal the soul within.”

as Tennyson truly wrote of the expression of grief at the loss of a loved
one.

We realise the thoughts and feelings of another only to the extent
that we have had similar experiences ourselves, and if these are in any
way lacking, our realisation and appreciation of the subject will also be
lacking in an equal degree. We understand only in so far as we have
experienced, even when the matter refers only to this physical world;
and still more is this the case when the reference is to inner planes of
being that do not appeal to any of the five senses.

Bearing these facts in mind, the sages of all times have stated that
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+ it is unwise to speculate upon the unknowable ; for to know THAT would
mean our becoming one with It, and then our silence would be complete.
In the deeper philosophy, and in the majority of religions, there has
always been postulated the ONE absolute and supreme First Cause,
arising out of that unknowable suchness which is the rootless root from
which all things have arisen.

This One and Supreme cause of all is the God of very God, the
unnameable Being and substance from which all the mighty Intelligenees
of the whole universe have come forth. Living and moving in the vast
ocean of Being and substance, of which The Absolute is both centre and
circumference, are millions of universes, and solar systems. These are
units having a Sun, or Solar Logos, at the centre; the Sun being the
physical and outward glory of the Spiritual Intelligence, or supreme
consciousness, whose whole Being is the Solar system with its planets
and mighty centres of consciousness seen and unseen by physical
sight.

To aid our thought let us think of the Sun or Solar Logos as the
visible expression of the God of our Universe, and the planetary bodies
as the vehicles or mansions of His ministering Angels, each world or
globe living and moving in His life and vast sphere of influence.

OQur globe, the Earth, is also a unit, having its place in the great
universe of life, and also having its ruling Spirit, known to some as the
Spirit of the Earth, and to others as the Lord of the world. Around the
earth is the great sea of Ether, a subtle substance in which are floating
myriads of finer particles of matter, forming a vast sphere of which the
earth is the centre. This substance is the earth’s aura, and in it is
reflected everything concerning the earth and its evolution.

This aura and the signs of the zodiac are very closely related, and
out of it come the various modes of motion, known to the Hindu
Astrologer as the fattvas.

From the point of view of one who studies the star lore of Astrology
on its inner or esoteric side, the zodiac as a limiting circle of the Earth’s
aura is the field and storehouse of all that was, is, and is to be. 1t is the
battlefield of Arjuna, the playground of the Logos, and the stage upon
which the great drama of life is enacted ; and those who would penetrate
into its mysteries must lift the veil of Isis.

The planets are the principal actors or players whose movements
upon the vast stage determine the theme of the orchestra, the changing
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colours of the robes, and the ordered march of those cast to pls;y their
allotted parts. .

There is but one Author of the play and His mighty will and
thought breathe life into the persons of the drama who are grouped and
moved by His imperial imagination; while the purpose of the whole and
the end of the play are known beforehand to none save those who have
regained that cosmic consciousness which the rest have lost.

To produce the divine comedy of universal life, God sends forth
from Himself certain spiritual embodiments of power, love and wisdom.
The planetary Spirits or Intelligences who carry out His will are
manifestations of His consciousness, and their glorious life and activity
transcend even the expanded consciousness of super-man.

These lLimitations or centres in the cosmic life produce certain
vibratory energies known as planetary influence, each vibration vitalising
and animating one definite department and kingdom in nature over which
the planetary Spirit presides; but each also having a sub-influence in
the other departments and kingdoms.

THE GUNAS

There is but One material substance in the universe, primordial or
root matter. Into this the One Life, pulsating in three waves, sends
forth 1its three fundamental modes of motion, Stability, Flexibility and
Harmony ; and these are manifested to our senses as rotary, translatory
and vibratory motion. The extremes or excessive action in our bodies of
stability or resistance, and flexibility or non-resistance, produce pain, but
their balance or harmony causes pleasure.

These three great modifications of matter known for ages to the
Hindu philosophers as the three Gunas, Tamas, Rajas and Sattva, are
equivalent to the three qualities of zodiacal signs Fixed, Cardinal and
Mutable. By combination these three are again modified so as to
produce seven kinds of energy, seven modes of motion or vibration which
express themselves in the matter or form side of the universe.

From the point of view of Astrology these are the seven primary
abstract divisions of the signs of the zodiac which we know as the three
quadruplicities of Cardinal, Fixed and Mutable, and the four triplicities
of Fire, Earth, Air and Water.
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THE TATTVAS

The Hindu astrologers of ancient times synthesised these four
triplicities into a fifth which comprised the essence both of the four and
the three. This represents the highest Ether, the most rarified form
of matter, known as the Akasha tattva. It is potentially triple, and
therefore includes the quadruplicities as well as the triplicities. The
other four tattvas corresponding to the four triplicities are Agni, Prithivi,
Vayu and Apas respectively; and according to the ancient astrologers
and sages :—" The Universe proceeds from the tattvas; it goes into the
tattvas; it vanishes into the tattvas.’

Over each of these “ tattvas,” which we may consider as either modes
of motion or modifications of matter or qualities of certain signs of the
zodiac, a Lord is presiding who is directly connected with the planetary
sphere of influence. They give the measure of consciousness and the
type and direction of the vibration in matter, known as the “ tanmatra.”

THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC

Thus each sign of the zodiac represents firstly a particular state of
matter, secondly a characteristic mode of motion, and thirdly a co-
ordinated type of consciousness or Self. These three, the matter,
the motion and the consciousness, correspond and agree. They are
correlated with the fundamental classification of Self, Not-Self, and the
Relation between them. The creative life proceeds from the Self and
runs through the other two, and upon this fact all the laws of Astrology
are based ; the Planetary Spirits or Intelligences, through their numerous
angels or agents showing the various states of consciousness, and the signs
in their many combinations exhibiting the forms of matter in motion in
which consciousness is working.

It therefore follows from this that a change in consciousness pro-
duces a change in form, and vice versa.

Over the whole zodiac, or the Akasha, Indra is Lord. He isthe King
of all the Devas or Shining Ones. These beings shape the combinations
of elements, and guide the vibrations that play through the various
conditions of matter corresponding to the divisions of the zodiac into
minute portions such as degrees and fractions of a degree.

1 Shivagama.
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Over the Airy triplicity of signs Vayu stands as Lord of Air. Agni,
Lord of Fire, rules over the Fiery triplicity. Varuna is Lord of Water
and the Watery triplicity ; and finally Kshiti or Kubera is Lord of Earth.
The hosts of the lower devas, angels, and elementals were anciently known
as Sylphs, Salamanders, Undines and Gnomes; the knowledge of these
spirits of nature has faded out in our time, however, and with it the deeper
wisdom connected with Astrology.

Now in the study of Esoteric Astrology which it is proposed to unfold
in the following chapters, we shall deal with the matters mentioned in this
introduction with a view to making the teachings on the subject more
clearly understood, and to this end the following three principal ideas
should alwa.ys be borne in mind :

1. There is but One Life within the Universe—The Supreme Life
of God, streaming through the Sun.

2. This Iife is expressed in various ideal states of consciousness,
through the planetary spheres of influence, and ;:—

3. The force and matter of the universe are expressed in innumer-
able modifications through the various groups and divisions of the signs of
the zodiac, which represent the Ether, or inner planes of matter, and are
reflected downward into our material universe.

To impress these ideas on the minds of students they will be repeated
in various forms in the following chapters, which, although each is more
or less complete 1n itself and may be read apart from the rest of the book,
have as far as possible been arranged so as to follow in a definite sequence.
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- ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY

First Part
CHAPTER 1.

ASTROLOGICAL SYMBOLOGY

Man is a spiritual Intelligence, who has taken flesh with the object of
gaining experience in worlds below the spiritual, in order that he may be able
to master and to rule them, and in later ages take his place in the creative
and directing Hierarchies of the universe. The Riddle of Life.
ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY 1s chiefly concerned with the science of human
nature, and seeks to explain, through its unique symbolism, the realities
or fundamental principles governing humanity under the rule of the
heavenly bodies.

The ordinary symbols used to describe the signs of the zodiac, the
planets, and their relationships, have served to preserve this inner
meaning safely through the dark ages of materialism out of which the
human race 1s just emerging. So far as the planets are concerned, these
symbols are built up of the circle, the semi-circle, and the cross, either
alone or in various modes of combination.

The circle, taken quite alone, signifies the incomprehensible unity
that underlies all manifestation. If applied to the whole vast universe,
it stands for the Absolute, God unmanifested, the source of all, equally
present in all things, 1n matter as much as in spirit, in so-called evil as
well as 1n good. If applied to our solar system, it stands for the One
Life which underhes and includes all forms of manifestation within the
system, which existed before the first atom of the solar system was
formed, and which will continue to exist after all things have disappeared.
Because it is absolute unity, without distinction of parts, neither self nor
not-self, it transcends our comprehension, and cannot be classed in terms
of any form of consciousness familiar to us. It has no limits either in
space or time, and enters into no relations ; and because of this, the One
Life cannot be said, logically, to have any symbol ; for even the empty

circle suggests limitatian, because of its circumference, and is therefore
I
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strictly speaking inappropriate. The human mind however always
demands symbols in which to sum up and express great conceptions by
one convenient synthesis, and, in the symbolism of geometrical form, the
circle is less open to objection than any other. In terms of the
symbolism of numbers, this will be number Nought ; in that of light and
colour, it will be Darkness; and in that of sound and music, it will be
Silence. As a factor in astrological symbology, the circle is taken to
represent Spirit in general, abstract and unindividualised, which gains
self-consciousness through limitation and combination.

‘When a point is placed in the centre of the circle, something is
coming into existence out of the depths of the incomprehensible No~thing;
Light is beginning to shine forth out of the darkness; Sound is arising
within the silence; Being is coming forth from Non-being ; number One,
the relative unity of all things manifested, is making its appearance. As
applied to the total universe, this stands for God manifest, or with
attributes, universal in manifestation but comprehensible to those who
can unite their consciousness with His. As applied to our solar system,
it signifies the Solar Logos, the one supreme God of the system. There
is no form of life within the whole Solar system that is not His life, and
no form of consciousness that is not an aspect of His consciousness; He
created the whole system from His own being in the beginning, and he
will destroy it in the end by reabsorbing it into Himself. The solar
system, taken as one whole, may be considered as His body, and the
planets as definite centres or organs within that body, each utilising and
manifesting a different type of vitality and of consciousness, of which the
Sun is the heart and—for those who dwell on this globe—the earth is
the head. Although omnipresent, His life and power are more especially
manifested through the Sun, which great luminary this symbol represents
astrologically. Cosmic vital force comes down to the Sun from higher
planes of being, the so-called fourth dimension of space, and is sent forth
thence to every globe within the system, flowing through the ether like
blood through the human body, or like pripa along the nerves, keeping
every globe in touch with every other and with the Sun.

‘When the circle is divided into two halves by a diameter, it signifies
that abstract spirit is manifesting the two polarities of spirit-matter, not
separated into two extremes of spirit on the one hand, and matter on the
other, but held together in one, a duality with unity underlying it. In
terms of consciousness, it may be described as Self-Not-self, giving the
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possibilities both of consciousness, or the world within, and matter, or
the world without. It signifies therefore, a state of duality, a mean
between two extremes, combining two states and not belonging ex-
clusively to either; and in this way it is employed as the symbol
of the Soul, regarded as intermediate between Spirit above and
Body below. When written in this form, a circle divided by a
diameter in the same way as in the Greek letter Theta, the symbol in
Astrology represents the horizon; but taken in the form of the semi-
circle, it signifies the Moon in 1ts dual phases of light and dark, waxing
and waning; the representative of the personal soul with its varying
moods, which can rise up to and become one with the spiritual conscious-
ness above, or can descend and be bound to body below. New Moon,
the conjunction of Moon and Sun, symbolises the union of soul and
spirit, personality and individuality, whether taking place after death in
the spiritual world, or during life in the trance of the body. Full Moon,
the opposition of the two luminaries, represents the personality illuminated
by the Sun, or spinit, and throwing its borrowed light upon the earth,
physical consciousness.

‘When the second diameter divides the first at right angles, the cross
is formed within the circle. This is a familiar symbol of very wide
application both 1in Astrology and elsewhere. It gives the ground plan of
the ordinary horoscope, showing the horizontal line of the horizon, run-
ning from the ascendant on the east to the descendant on the west, and
the vertical line of the meridian from zenith to nadir. It implies
complete manifestation and incessant activity ; for it cannot be formed
until Self and Not-self have each become polarised, active and passive,
positive and negative, each acting upon the other, and each reacted upon
by the other. This action and reaction between the two has various
consequences and implications. Firstly, it sub-divides the two halves
into four quarters; secondly, it implies unceasing activity, for if the
action and reaction were to stop, the quadrants would disappear and
nothing would be left but the two semi-circles of the previous symbol;
the quadrants only existing so long as activity continues. Thirdly, it
implies a current of influence passing round the circle, following the
direction of the action and reaction, and setting the circle itself spinning
round on its axis just as does the earth.

This is usually represented by the familiar symbol of the Svastika,
a cross that is supposed to be whirling round rapidly and leaving a trail
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behind from the end of each of the four arms. These small end-pieces
are usually drawn as short straight lines at right angles to the arms; but
this is obviously incorrect, for if the cross were really set spinning it
would describe a circle, and the trail would be circular, the end pieces
being small arcs of a circle, not straight lines. In fact, this symbol is
the same as the last, the cross within the circle, but portions of the
circumference of the circle have been omitted. Its application is very
extensive. It may signify the whirling motion of atoms, both as vortices
in ether and as spiral currents round a central axis; and, on a greater
scale, it represents the axial rotation of the earth, closely analogous to that
of an atom. It indicates the spiral movement of electricity round a
magnetic axis; the serpentine motion of the fiery electric life power,
called Kundalini ; and the whirling of the chakrams or force-centres in
the etheric counterpart of the physical body. It stands for one of these
centres in particular which is described as follows:

“ The first centre, at the base of the spine, so arranges its undulations as
to give the effect of its being divided into quadrants, with hollows between them.
‘This makes it seem as though marked with the sign of the cross, and for that
reason the cross is often used to symbolise this centre, and sometimes a flaming
cross is used to indicate the serpent-fire which resides in it.”

Theosophist, Vol. XXXI., page 1077

‘When a wheel, while turning round, advances in the line of its axis
it describes not a circle but a spiral. In all these cases the Svastika
indicates some sort of spirally moving force working in matter, moulding
matter and setting it in motion, from the globe down to the atom. In
man, this cross stands for Body, as distinguished from the circle, Spirit,
and the semi-circle, Soul.

Astronomically the cross within the circle is used as the symbol of the
earth, for which it is obviously very appropriate. When the circle is
omitted, and nothing but the equal-armed cross is left, the spiritual origin
of the symbol is, in a sense, forgotten or left unexpressed, and only force
working in matter is suggested.

‘When the Svastika is depicted as rotating from right to left, it stands.
for the direction of revolution of the earth in its orbit round the Sun,
and also for its direction of axial rotation. When represented as turning
from left to right, it indicates the apparent direction of motion of the Sun,
Moon, and planets in their rising and setting, as seen from the earth.
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THE SYMBOLS OF THE PLANETS

From these three glyphs of circle, semi-circle, and cross the symbols
of the astrological planets may be derived as follows.
© SuN. Unity. Life or Consciousness. The individual self.

D

Spirit.

MOON. Duality, relationship. The formative principle. The
personal self, Soul.

EARTH. Differentiation. Activity in matter. The material self,
Body.

VENUS. The spiritual self or individuality, risen above matter.
MARs. Matter dominating spirit. Spirit working through
material activities.

JupPiTER. The soul expanding beyond matter, but retaining the
material form.
SATURN. The concrete soul, limited by material conditions.

MERCURY. The cross below signifies astral consciousness, desire ;
the circle 1in the middle, mental consciousness; the semi-circle
above mdicates that evolution has been pushed beyond the
mental and is reflecting downwards light received from a still'l
higher plane, the buddhic, which dominates all. This symbol”
may also be interpreted as the caduceus of Hermes, two serpents
mtertwined round a central rod, referring to the fiery power,
kundalini, full control of which makes the practical magician.

. 8 URANUS. Individualised self-consciousness. .
. % NEPTUNE. Personal self-consciousness.

Esoteric Astrology, however, is not only a symbolical interpretation
of human nature, it is also a philosophy, by which the inner laws of
nature are clearly explained, and the system in which we live is brought
nearer to one’s understanding. .

The Sun 1s more than a symbol of spirit, it is the actual focus or
centre of the life of our Solar system, the heart of the Solar Logos, and
the planets are the vehicles, or bodies, of His spiritual messengers, each
the centre of a great spiritual Hierarchy. Every department of pature
is tuled or governed by one of the great planetary spirits, Saturn having
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rule over the mineral kingdom, Jupiter and the Moon over the vegetable
world, and Mars over the animal and animal-man, each carrying out the
Will of the supreme intelligence.

These planetary spirits are Rays from the one Great Light, and stand
at the head of their own department in the universe and govern the main
principles as well as the minutest details of life. Every race and sub-
race, every nation and colony of that nation as well as every religion,
with its sub-divisions, is influenced by one of these mighty Intelligences.
They know the Will of God and seek to co-operate with that Will in
guiding the destinies of the world.

Esoteric Astrology teaches the Immanence of God, and seeks to
discover through the positions of the heavenly bodies the changes in Nature
we know as the laws of God. It recognises the important part these
divine Intelligences must play in the destiny of Man, for they are his
celestial prototypes, and therefore the nearer he approaches to a union
with his Father in Heaven (his real star), the nearer is he to salvation or
individualised consciousness; and the farther he recedes from it, the more
dangerously fateful and inharmonious his life becomes. Herein lies the
main difference between Esoteric and Exoteric Astrology, the former 1s
concerned with man’s actions within and with the power to harmonise
himself with nature’s laws, and the latter with man’s impulses prompted
by the attractions that are without; for Esoteric Astrology shows the
possibilities, latent within all mankind, of unification with the divine will,
or as stated by the ancient astrologers “ The wise man rules his stars, the
fool obeys them.”

The author of the Secret Doctrine has expressed these ideas in
beautiful language when she says :

“Yes, ‘our destiny is written in the stars’: Only the closer the union
between the mortal reflection Man and his celestial Prolotype, the less dangerous
his external conditions and subsequent reincarnations. There arc exfernal and
internal conditions which affect the determination of our Will upon our actions,
and though man cannot escape his ruling Destiny, he has choice of two paths,
and it is in his power to follow eitber. Those who believe in Karma have to
believe in destiny, which from birth to death man is weaving round himself as a
spider weaves his web; and this destiny is guided either by the heavenly voice
of the invisible prototype, or by our intimate astral or inner man who is but too
often our evil genius.”

In this work a serious attempt will be made to convey some ideas of
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the influence of the Planetary Spirits, and Zodiacal Signs upon mankind,
and an effort will be made to show how closely related all manifested
things are to the Sun, Moon, and planets through their connecting link,
the signs of the zodiac. It must however be clearly understood at the
beginning that it is not the physical planets themselves that affect man-
kind, but the supreme Intelligences who use the planetary bodies as
their physical vehicles so to speak.

Each planetary body has a sphere of influence peculiarly its own,
and each commingles its special influence with that of all the others.
In colour language this is best expressed by saying that the white
light of the Sun is changed on passing through the planetary sphere
into the colour of that particular planet, the indigo, violet, and blue of
Venus, Moon, and Jupiter, having their reflection in the yellow, orange,
and red of Mercury, Sun, and Mars, balanced by the green of Saturn,
the middle note and colour. Man’s body, soul, and spirit, absorb these
colours by a mental process which changes the pure and original colour
which he inherits by physical, psychic, and spiritual heredity, into a
coarser or highter shade according to his choice of thoughts, feelings
and actions. All of which we hope to explain in succeeding chapters.



CHAPTER 11

OccuLT ASTRONOMY

Tur whole essence of truth cannot be described by any pen, not even
that of the recording angel, unless man finds its response in the sanctuary of his
own heart, in the innermost depths of his divine intuition. Secret Doctrine.
ASTROLOGERS speak of planetary influence with a degree of confidence
that is rather trying at times to those who do not approach the subject
along mystical or occult lines of study, but who are more familiar with
the methods of concrete science on the one hand or those of ordinary
practical utility on the other. Ultimately, when our knowledge of the
subject is complete, all these methods of regarding Astrology will be found
to blend in one, The man of action will find 1t of practical value to him
in every-day life ; the student will realise that 1t is a science as definite as
any other, and one that forms a chapter in a very grand and far-reaching
scheme of philosophy ; while the mystic will discover that its religious
value is transcendent and sublhime, for it belongs to one of the seven
methods of approach towards spiritual things.

At the present day, however, we are only at the alphabet of the
science, so many are the chapters yet to be learned; and it 1s not always
easy to explain the undiscovered in terms of the familiar, to map out
heaven as if it were a London suburb.

The ““ wireless telegraphy ”’ by means of which the heavenly bodies
influence man may be regarded from various points of view: as a
system of vibrations, each of its kind and each conveying some peculiar
type of energy capable of producing its effect upon us; as a method
whereby the specialised vitality of one planet is radiated forth to all the
others, to be utilised by them and by their inhabitants according to their
ability to receive it; and as a scheme by which the type of consciousness
evolving in connection with each heavenly body sends forth to all the
others within the solar system its will-power, its thought, and its feeling
to be utilised by all, in return for that which it receives from them.

Whichever view be taken, any influence that reaches us and our
earth does so0 only through the zodiac, which modifies and adapts all that

8
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passes through it. The primary and unmodified form of planetary
energy we never experience, but only that blended and compounded kind
which results from its adaptation to the special conditions of the zodiacal
signs and the earth’s aura. For instance, we never receive the influence
of, say, Jupiter alone, for it is always intermixed with that of the zodiacal
sign in which it is placed in any given horoscope. In fact, the complexity
is greater even than this, because, as every astrologer knows, aspects
from other planets exert a powerful modifying effect upon any heavenly
body. Jupiter in opposition to Saturn is by no means the same as Jupiter
in trine to Mars; the events that 1t causes and the type of character it
reveals are quite different 1n the two cases; and seeing that a planet is
often in aspect with half a dozen others 1n a horoscope, and that each one
of them is modified by the sign through which its influence is transmitted
to the earth, the resulting complexity 1s greater than is generally realised
or than some students would be willing to admit. The nearest approach
to simplicity i1s when the planet is free from aspects, which is rarely the
case; and yet even here complete simplicity or what may be called
atomic 1solation is not achieved.

The results of these blendings of influences seem to be more analogous
to chemical compounds than to simple mixtures. Water 1s formed of the
chemical combination of Hydrogen and Oxygen gases, but water
possesses properties that are not shown by either of its constituents when
taken alone. Or, again, we may use the analogy of musical harmony.
‘When two notes, C and G, are sounded together, we hear something more
than the sound of C added to the sound of G; we hear also that special
kind of harmony charactenstic of the musical interval called a fifth; and
it is easy to see that if a man had never heard musical notes except in
combination, his estimate of the value of any single note taken alone
might be very inaccurate.

This, however, 1s the position occupied by every astrologer; he
never experiences the influence of a planet except in combination with
that of a sign. This is certainly the cause of many of the mistakes
that have been made in the attribution of powers and characteristics to
signs and to planets. Each student approaches the subject from the
point of view primarily of his own horoscope with its special intricacies
and complexities, and secondarily from that of a few horoscopes of persons
whom he knows well; and thus we have the spectacle of investigators
holding quite different opinions on some subjects. One will take Neptune
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as a malefic, another as a benefic. One regards Saturn as the type of the
priest, and another as that of the statesman.! One finds Libra to be a sign
of isolation and independence, and another that it implies union and mutual
dependence. These and other divergent opinions are actually held and
expressed at the present day.

In much the same way a person who is beginning to see clairvoyantly
perceives the auric colours of others only through the modifying hues
of his own, and is liable to attribute characteristics to them that really
belong to himself or that have been altered by being seen through the
special colours surrounding himself.

In practice the astrologer tries to overcome the difficulty by
extending his experience and taking an average of a large number of
observations. 1t is true that Mars rising in Aries will not give the same
type of personality as Mars rising in Taurus, and both these will differ
somewhat from the same planet rising in Gemini1; but at any rate
Mars enters into each of these combinations, and if it ic possible to
abstract him from the influence of the successive signs, the type due to
the planet will remain and will be the same in each case. The
clairvoyant occultist tells us that illusions existing on one plane cannot
be perfectly overcome until the consciousness can rise to a higher plane
and view the lower from there; that the endless complexities and
intricacies of the astral plane, for instance, can only be seen in their true
proportions by means of vision pertaining to the next plane beyond; and
that the truth about the personality, its formation, dissolution, and career
in the various worlds to which it belongs, cannot be understood completely
until consciousness can rise above personality altogether. Similarly, the
influence of Jupiter can never be perceived clearly by an astrologer who
is subject to the disturbing and distorting conditions inevitable to one
who lives on this earth. Even the earth itself is not seen in the right
relation to its companion globes until the limitations of earth and what
may be called the earth’s personality are transcended. The zodiac
cannot be understood until a degree of consciousness has been evolved
that enables the circle of necessity to be explored from above and beyond
it. The chain of globes in connection with which we evolve, and of
which our earth is one, are not seen truly until a degree of evolution is
attained sufficient to carry the soul beyond that plane to which the

1 A knowledg: of human nature is wanted for both. A true prisst has the qualitics
of the statesman.
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highest of them belongs, when they will be viewed in their right relations
and the real function of each understood.

It may be taken as a broad general principle that any higher
plane or world represents a relative unity when compared with that which
is next below it, which is a relative multiplicity. To understand is to
gather together scattered fragments of sense or relatively isolated ideas
and to discover that which they have in common, the unity underlying
them all. The unity represents the higher plane or world or point of view
and the multiplicity the lower. The last word of the mysteries of our
solar system, whether from the point of view of the astrologer or of any
other, cannot be understood until the final unity of the system is reached
in consciousness; and that is the reason for the insistence on the mystical
view of things and on metaphysics as the means of supplementing and
unifying what would otherwise be scattered and uncoosrdinated laws and
experiences. Science is its own justification for existence and needs no
defence, but it cannot reach completion until the soul has learned how to
step across the threshold of the outer phenomenal world into the inner
world that transcends it.

One consciousness, one life, one energy permeates the whole solar
system, namely that of the great Being who formed it in the beginning
and who still sustamns it, the Solar Logos. Every form of energy flowing
through the matter of the various planes of the system is derived directly
from Him ; His wvitality radiated forth from the Sun animates the bodies
of all living beings ; and every mode of consciousness, whether human or
otherwise, originates in Him. He is the underlying unity that transcends
and synthesises the vast multiplicity of the whole system, whether in
terms of consciousness, of force, or of matter.

Any unit, whether material or spiritual, during manifestation as a
separate existence, must necessarily exhibit three aspects. Firstly, it
acts upon its surroundings, is positive to them, effects changes within
them ; secondly, it is acted upon by them, is negative to them, becomes
responsive to them in terms of stimul received from without; and
thirdly, it co-ordinates and balances these two aspects in a neutral mean
between the two extremes. Similarly the Solar Logos during manifesta-
tion shows the three aspects or * Persons” of the divine Trinity, called
the three Logoi. Coming forth into manifestation from out of the
unknown darkness beyond, He is a transcendent unity, but exhibits three
aspects during the life of the Solar system. The Third Logos moulds the
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matter of the future system, shapes it into atoms, of which there
are seven types fitted to act as vehicles for seven different kinds of
consciousness, and arranged in seven great planes of which the physical
is the lowest. The keynote here is separation or creation. The Second
Logos evolves vehicles, bodies, of various grades animated by life and
moved by consciousness ; and the keynote here is harmony, balance, the
drawing together of scattered atoms and separated lives. Finally, the
First Logos evolves the Self within the vehicles, bestows that kind of
self-consciousness which, beginning in separation and isolation within its
own vehicles, ends by realising the actual unity of all. The three quad-
ruplicities of zodiacal signs illustrate by a very far off analogy these three
sublime modes in which He manifests everywhere; the Movable or
Rajasic signs corresponding to the Third Logos, the Common or Sattvic
to the Second Logos, and the Fixed or Tamasic to the First Logos.

We must not make the mistake of supposing that these signs really
are the three Logoi, for this cannot be said either of signs or of planets ;
but because the divine energy, life and consciousness are universally
diffused through matter on every plane, it 1s legitimate to look for the
underlying reality amid the superficial diversity.

THE SOLAR SYSTEM

The solar system as a whole may be looked upon as a body of the
Logos. Every plane of it, from the lowest physical to the highest
spiritual, is energised and animated by this life and consciousness, just
as is the human body by the human Iife and consciousness. The pro-
perties of matter on -every plane are planned and evolved by Him in
His aspect of the Third Logos; the-life of every plane and Kingdom,
including the invisible elemental life, is derived directly from Him as
Second Logos; and every form of self-consciousness originates in Him
as First Logos.

From Him as the one Father of all are sent forth Seven great
Beings, called Archangels or Planetary Logoi, inferior only to Himself,
but superior to all other beings within the solar system. Each presides
over one-seventh part of the whole system, and is the supreme head of
one of the seven schemes of evolution. These seven Beings are the real
“Seven Rulers,” and not the globes that are often referred to on the
physical plane. They are mighty spiritual intelligences who derive their
energy, life and consciousness from the great central One Life of all, the
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Solar Logos, each manifesting a different mode of it according to the
kind of work they have to do, the type of evolution over which they have
to preside.

Each of the seven planetary Logoi has within his charge thousands
of millions of souls at all stages of development, some still in the elemental,
mineral, vegetable, or animal stage; some human such as ourselves; and
others far beyond the human. They are the primary source, under the
Solar Logos, of the seven Principles of man, working through the lesser
twelve Creative Orders represented by the spiritual (as distinct from the
physical) signs of the zodiac ; and collectively they represent the septenary
Word. They are the real Creators of the septenary universe, and they
work in accordance with the design outlined by the wisdom of the tri-une
Solar Logos, whose seven creative rays, powers, or centres they really
are; and to one or other of the seven every soul on earth belongs,
spiritually.

Existing themselves in high spiritual regions, they superintend the
formation and evolution of every globe visible and invisible within the
solar system. Within each of their seven domains are multitudes of
lesser Intelligences, obeying their will, building up planes, globes, and the
various kingdoms of nature, supplying the intelligence that underhes the
so-called Laws of Nature, and guiding the streams of influence passing
from every planet to every other. Various names have been given to these
subordinate hosts who work 1n the admunistration of nature's laws; they
have been termed gods, angels, and elementals or nature spirits, according
to their stage of evolution and the plane or state in which they are work-
ing. At one time, when the gods walked with men, they were known and
their function in nature fully understood; but now they are no longer
recognised and they are forgotten for the most part save by the few who
know the part they play in the workings of nature.

THE PLANETARY CHAINS

Each Planetary Logos presides over a distinct scheme of evolution,
which 1s carried on upon seven different globes existing upon the three
lower planes of the solar system, as in the accompanying llustration.
(D1AGRAM 1., overleaf.) )

Such a group of seven globes is called a Chain, and there ‘ar¥ seven
such chains within the solar system, to one or other of which every visible
planet belongs. In the case of our earth, globes A and G exist on the
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DiaGraM 1.
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Mental plane, and globes B and F on the Astral Plane; and these four
are therefore invisible to ordinary physical sight. But globe C is the
planet Mars, globe D is our earth, and globe B is the planet Mercury;
so that three out of the seven are visible physical planets, and the other
four are invisible.!

There is only one other septenary Chain that also has three physical
planets, namely the Neptune Chain; for there are two physical planets
existing beyond Neptune that belong to his Chain. And this fact shows
that the evolutions represented by the earth and Neptune are, spiritually,
both at the same stage of evolution, namely the fourth stage or manvan-
tara, because only at this stage are there three physical planets in one
Cham. The first and seventh incarnations of any Chain have no planet
lower than the mental; in the second and sixth the lowest planet of the
Chain is astral ; in the third and fifth one is physical; in the fourth
three are physical.

The seven planetary Logo1 are represented on the physical plane
by the planets Vulcan, Venus, the Earth, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and
Neptune. Each of these 1s globe D in a septenary Chain; so that
although the Earth and Neptune are at the same evolutionary stage,
they belong to quite different types. The Sun, the eighth, 1s the great
Father of the seven Fathers; for each of these seven Planetary Logoi is
the “ Father in Heaven of those souls who belong to His type of
spiritual evolution.

Our Solar System 1s one organic living conscious Whole, and there
are millions of such systems, some smaller, some enormously larger,
within the total universe. It receives one particular type of life and
consciousness through the Solar Logos, who is in conscious union with
the vaster universe beyond, receiving life from it and returning life to it,
just as each planet sends forth and takes back within the system. This
life received from outside may be compared to a ray of white light, one
and uniform 1n 1itself but immediately decomposed into three fundamental
bases of colour corresponding to the three aspects or Persons of the
Solar Logos, and then analysed into the seven colours of the spectrum,
corresponding to the seven Planetary Logoi, each of whom receives from
the Solar Logos a different type of life and of consciousness resulting
from this decomposition and analysis.

1 For full details about the planetary chains, rounds, etc., the Secret Dociyine
should be consulted, but a useful outline’ will be found in the sixpenny manual on
¢ Theosophy "’ in Messrs. T. C. and E. C. [ack's series of The Prople’s Books.
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THE SEVEN PLANES

Starting afresh at this stage, we see in imagination each Planetary
Logos receiving a special type of life and consciousness, and utilising it
for the purposes of the kind of evolution carried on upon the Chain of
globes over which he presides. For instance, the Planetary Logos of our
earth Chain has his own special “ colouring ”’; and the ray which he
receives is again split intoc seven sub-rays, one of which belongs to each of
the seven globes in the Chain. At our present stage of knowledge it would
seem that each such globe is itself animated by a Being called the Spirit
of the globe, whose body the globe appears to be, and who receives and
adapts to the type of evolution carried on there the sub-ray which is
transmitted to him through the Planetary Logos.! Just as the Solar
Logos sends forth seven sub-rays to the seven Planetary Spirits of his
Chain, so there is a general correspondence between rays and sub-rays
according to the septenary scale. What the seven globes are to the
Chain as a whole, that the seven Chains are to the Solar system as a
whole ; but what is the precise order of correspondence we have not yet
sufficient information to enabte us to decide.

The solar system is one organic whole, and in a subordinate sense
each Chain of seven globes is also an organic whole. Each whole is
composed of parts, but these are mutually interdependent. In the case of
a Chain, a circulation of physical and other forces and of wvitality is
constantly going on between the seven globes, although the point of
greatest activity is centred sometimes upon one globe and sometimes upon
another, according to the stage of evolution reached. So that the seven
globes of a Chain are more closely associated with each other, more
dependent upon each other for the interchange of vital and conscious
influences, than are the various physical planets. This is a department
of occult astrology of which practically nothing is known as yet; but in
some mysterious way the position and conditions of the seven physical
planets previously mentioned are a clue to the conditions and influences
of the seven Chains.

/ith regard to the seven planes of which the solar system is
composed, a similar sub-division and correspondence is found. The
Physical plane is the lowest, the Astral plane is the next, the Mental

1 In the view of later knowledge this idea has been modified but the information
obtained cannot as yet be clearly expressed.
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follows the astral, then comes the intuitional plane, then the Atmic or
spiritual, then the Anupadaka and the Adi, or super-spiritual planes ; each
higher plane being more ethereal, subtler, and greater in extent than the
one below it. Upon the lower three planes, as we have previously seen,
all the seven globes of the earth Chain are situated. Each plane is
divided into seven sub-planes, which are to the plane as a whole what the
seven planes are to the solar system as a whole, and the sub-planes of any
plane correspond in order to the seven planes. In what follows it is
necessary carefully to distinguish between statements applying to planes
and those applying to sub-planes.

On the physical plane, the lowest four sub-divisions are solids, liquids,
gases, and ethers; which answer to what are called earth, water, fire, and
air. These four enter into the composition of each physical planet, and
are specialised in some way 1n doing so, for atoms are said to vary their
combining proportions on every planet. The three higher sub-planes of
the physical, which are sometimes referred to as the higher ethers, but
which also bear the names of super-etheric, sub-atomic, and atomic, the
latter being the highest, are not specialised in this way but are common
to the whole solar system and are the channels through which various
forms of energy and vitality are transmitted from one planet to another,
including astrological influence in so far as this is physical.

The types of Iife and consciousness that characterise the seven planes
of the solar system are summed up in seven great Intelligences, the Rulers
of the planes, who correspond to and are aspects of the seven Planetary
Logoi. Two of these planes, the highest two, are altogether beyond our
comprehension at our present stage of development, and do not enter into
our evolutionary activity ; so that only five may be considered as actual
for us at present. These are the Lords of—the Physical plane, earth,
Kshiti or Kubera ; the Astral plane, water, Varuna ; the Mental plane, fire,
Agni; the Buddhic or intuitional plane, air, Vayu;_ and the Atmic or
spiritual plane, @ther or akasha.

These are also connected with the Tattvas, modes of motion in
matter, which determine the shape and properties of the ultimate atoms
on each plane, which correspond to the five platonic solids, and which
appeal to us through our five active senses as follows, Earth, smell;
Water, taste; Fire, sight; Air, touch; Akasha, sound.

The four states or planes are umiversally permeated by the Fifth,
xther or akasha, which is itself triple, in a sense, because it includes the

B
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higher two that lie beyond it, to which we are not yet separately responsive.
Upon this akasha is imprinted the memory of all that takes place in
nature, every thought, word, and deed, on each of the other planes. The
five planes have certain qualities exceedingly difficult to describe, resulting
naturally from the structure of the matter of the plane as expressed in
the ultimate atoms and tattvas, and capable of expression either in terms
of matter or of consciousness. Earth, contraction and cohesion, action ;
‘Water, the balance of expansion and contraction, feeling ; Fire, expansion,
separation, individualisation, self-consciousness; Air, interpenetration,
relation, wisdom ; Akasha, space, unity, will.

Each of the five states or elements is polarised, being positive and
negative, out-breathing and in-breathing, descending and ascending,
making ten in all ; and these, with the two that lie beyond, make twelve,
corresponding to the signs of the zodiac.

PLANES AND SUB-PLANES

It will be seen that such a term as “ earth,” as used for a state of
matter, is applied sometimes to the physical plane as a whole and some-
times to the lowest sub-division of it; and similarly that *‘ water”
sometimes signifies the astral plane and sometimes the second or liquid
sub-division of the physical. This 1s because planes and sub-planes
correspond exactly to each other; in fact, in a sense, the ‘* water * of the
physical plane may be said to result from the influence of the astral plane
being thrown down upon the physical; so that the sub-division of the
lower plane is in direct touch with the higher plane as a whole, and it is
possible to pass from the one to the other.

The septenary classification is the clue to the solar system whether
in terms of consciousness or of matter. It results from the three aspects
of all manifested things, and it gives rise to the twelve-fold classification
familiar in the zodiac. It has been pointed out that the four lower sub-
divisions of the physical plane enter into the composition of the physical
globes, and that the three higher are common to the whole system. The
influence of the three higher acting upon the four lower gives the three
varieties of each of these four; twelve in all; and the same principle
may be applied in a more extended manner to include the planes of the
solar system and the bodies of man. Judged by the number of globes,
the influence of the duodenary prevails at present on the physical plane;
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for the number of actual physical planets is eleven, including Vulcan and
the two outside Neptune, and then the Sun makes up the twelve. This
number, however, apparently varies at different periods in the vast history
of the whole system, and changes occur in enormously long rhythms to
which science has as yet no clue. OQur earth Chain has three of its globes
on the physical plane, and the same is true of the Neptune Chain; but
this was not the case in the far past, nor will it always be so in the long
distant future.



CHAPTER 111
“ SPHERES OF INFLUENCE"

Planets and Principles

THE THREE GREAT TRUTHS :—
THE Soul of man is immortal.
The principle which gives life dwells in us and without us, is undying and

eternally beneficent.
Each man is his own absolute lawgiver.

The 1dyll of the White Lotus.
AT our present stage of astrological research, we have very little first
hand knowledge of the functions of the angelic host who rule over the
planetary spheres of influence. Some valuable occult information has
been passed on to the author by students of occultism who are working
along another line of activity than that of the Astrological Ray, and for
the most part the finer vibrations of each planet have been discovered by
practical experience; so that by fitting the two together we have a
system which gives a very fair representation of the planetary relationship
to the principles of man.

If we could obtain more information concerning the Seven Rays, the
seven sub-divisions of each, and their connection with the Seven planets,
we should know considerably more concerning Esoteric Astrology. This
information, however, is decidedly fragmentary. The little that has so
far been given out by our primary teachers, has been so guardedly
expressed, and they have been so remarkably reticent, that it seems clear
that a knowledge of the Rays must be concerned with the inner
mysteries.

So far as can be known by those who are not initiated into these
mysteries, it would appear probable that only one of the great Rays affects
our Solar System ; for as the second Stanza of the Secret Doctrine tells
us, “ Her heart had not yet opened for the One Ray to enter, thence to fall,
as three into four, into the lap of Illusion.” And in Stanza 111., weread,
“ Darkness radiates Light and Light drops—-one Solitary Ray.”

This one Ray is the Logos of our Solar System, symbolised for usin

Astrology by the Sun. Its seven sub-divisions, and the other seven
20
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Creative Rays, are the Planetary Logoi or Builders. “ Space and Time
are one.” *‘Space and Time are nameless, for they are the incognizable
THAT, which can be sensed only through its seven rays—which are the
seven creations, the seven worlds, and the seven laws,” etc., etc.

The Rays from this one immaculate Ray are unnumberable, from It
the one becomes the many. Astrologically we are now concerned with
the seven sub-rays of this one great Solar Ray, each of which has its own
seven sub-divisions, making in all forty-nine primary rays directly
connected with the planets. These rays are always distinct in the forms
and vehicles through which they pass, and all mankind belong to one or
other of them.

To illustrate this idea from an astrological standpoint, we may take
the spirit of Mars as the head of the Animal Kingdom. All animals asa
class are under the dominant ray of Mars, but it is obvious that different
animals may be ranged under various sub-rays. For instance, the
elephant is under a Saturnine sub-ray of Mars, and the horse under the
Jupiterian sub-ray; so that it is clear that the impulse of the universal
lIife which is now animating an elephant or a horse will continue to
manifest through the same species until differentiation into the human
evolution takes place. This may be illustrated by taking the ruling
planet 1n any horoscope as the personal ray. If Venus is the ruler and
is placed in the sign Aries, we have then a Venus ray with a sub-influence
of Mars. This may also be applied to races and sub-races, religions and
sects, politics and parties; in fact to every department of nature in all
their main and sub-issues.

In order that the subject may be made more clear, we may consider
the seven Rays as divided into three classes. The first Ray forms the
first class, Will; the second Ray forms the second class, Wisdom; and
the other five Rays form the third class, Activity. The third is the
astrological Ray and includes the whole of the four below it; standing at
the head of a group of five Rays. The first and highest two are
exceptional and govern states above the human; for humanity as a whole
is now working along a five-fold evolution; the other two, making the
seven, being above and beyond the normal man at present.

‘We may now arrange these seven rays, represented by the planets,
in a horizontal line, with seven sub-divisions of each in a vertical line
beneath. Each planet thus stands at the head of a Ray having seven
sub-divisions, as is shown in the following diagram. (DIAGRAM IIL.)
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The Sun here stands for the One solitary Ray, signifying the One
Life which permeates all things. It symbolises cosmic life or conscious-
ness which afterwards becomes the separated life of body, soul and
spirit. It stands beyond and above the form side of manifestation,
functioning through matter of the finest and most rarefied degree, being
the Light, Life and Consciousness of the worlds.

In the same way that the airy signs of the zodiac synthesise the,
other triplicities, so does the Sun synthesise the influence of the planets
in their relationship to these triplcities.

From the standpoint of the form, or vehicles of consciousness alone,
Jupiter is the great synthesiser. For instance, when the physical body is
dropped at death, all that is latent in the earthy signs is preserved in the
influence of the planet Jupiter and carried upward to the next vehicle of
manifestation, so that on the astral plane we have the influence of its own
triplicity plus that of Jupiter; Jupiter being the seed planet of the
physical plane.

From the standpoint of the life, or states of consciousness, Uranus is
the synthetic planet and represents the “ houseless wanderer,” the fully
individualised and self-conscious being. Between these two powerful
planets Saturn is placed as the individualising planet.

It will now be seen why in Exoteric Astrology the Sun has always
been used as a symbol for the individuality and also why it 1s said to be a
substitute for another mystic planet; which we now know to be Uranus,
the planet representing the true Will. For the majority of evolving souls
the Sun will continue to represent the strongest or centre position in the
horoscope, because it gives light and expression to the sign it illumines
each month, and brings out of latency into active manifestation those
signs and planets within range of the Sun’s most potent aspects; but it is
not the planet of individuality in the true sense of the word. It is purely
a question of understanding the difference between the terms life and
consciousness. ‘ Consciousness turned inward 1s life, and life turned
outward is known by the name of consciousness."”

In Esoteric Astrology the Monad is represented by the triple aspect
of Uranus, Mercury and Venus. Any of these may be placed at the apex
of the triangle according to the line of development, and all below the
sphere of their influence must first receive the individualising qualities
of Saturn before the Ego or individuality can be strong enough to respond
to their subtle vibrations.
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In the very highly evolved individual, Uranus shines forth as genius
and originality ; Mercury as adaptability and the perfection of the humane
principles; and Venus as refinement and beauty, as expressed in the
creative arts. Put as plainly as possible, the mediocre individual does
not touch any of these principles, he constantly vibrates below the belt of
Saturn, so to speak. To touch the higher vibtations of Saturn even, one
.must have evolved beyond the average, or commonplace. At our
present stage of evolution, the real influence of Uranus, Mercury and
Venus may be considered more or less latent; for complete Manasic con-
sciousness, free from Kama or desire, is only manifested on the physical
plane by highly evolved individuals, who are able to conquer and control
matter to such an extent as to use their bodies and vehicles self-consciously,
not allowing themselves to be used by them; and as such they display
wisdom and skill in all their actions.

For the most part these three planets affect the etheric body and not
the physical; and their influences being etheric are dependent upon a
sensitive body for clear and favourable expression. They act mainly
through the sub-conscious mind, and with regard to Uranus this may be
said to be wholly the case, for its vibrations are too subtle to be felt in
the physical body, except through a highly organised nervous system.

In the abstract, Uranus represents the Will aspect of the spint, its
motives and purpose in life; and while not actually connected with any
sign of the zodiac, Aquarnius and the airy signs, with the fixed signs as
sub-influence, are for this planet the signs of least resistance and those
with which it has the most affinity. If Uranus is not angular, or in an
airy sign at birth, it is open to serious question whether its influence can
be particularly felt; it should also be in aspect with the luminaries or at
least with Mercury and Venus.

Uranus is said to be the astrologer’s planet, because it is connected
with Will and magic, or occultism.

Mercury is also a planet whose influence is felt more etherically than
physically, for its vibrations are far too fine and subtle to be distinguished
by those who are not very refined and sensitive, and it is only by way of
the nervous system that its influence can act freely. Its physical effects.
are, more often than not, experienced through its relation with other
planets or their aspects.

Mercury governs Pure Reason or what is known as Abstract Reason,
that which is truly human and entirely free from the animal and coarser
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sides of nature, a state which for many is super-human. It is essentially
the planet of rhythm and harmony, and therefore adverse positions or
aspects to this planet disturb the reason and the higher and purer thoughts
and intuitions in man. Its best expression is through the Airy and
Mutable signs, with Virgo asa sub-influence, the most etheric of the signs.
Its influence alone and apart from the signs can only be felt by adepts.

Venus is much more in affinity with the zodiac, although its influence
apart from that of the other planets can only be experienced by the most
refined and those who live cultured lives. It is in sympathy with
Libra, the commencement of the zodiac in the human kingdom, the sign
of balance and equilibrium. Venus is the planet signifying the * Grace
of God,” but to understand this term the influence of the planet Saturn
has to be fully comprehended.

Although more potent in its action through etheric matter than
physically, the manifestations of Venus through the creative arts and
refinement of thought, feeling, and action bring 1ts influence nearer to us
than that of Mercury and Uranus.

Venus is the planet of equilibrium, representing the clear perceptions
of the mind, which, baving expressed all that can be perceived on the
physical plane, turns the sight inward to perceive on the inner planes of
being. It therefore represents the human soul.

The planet representing any Ego in manifestation may be ascertained
and placed at the apex of the individual triangle by noting the following
lines of development:

If on the Will line, Uranus; on the Wisdom line, Mercury; and on
the line of Activity, Venus.

Of the seven planets in their relation to the seven principles of man,
Saturn is the middle planet, ruling the critical stage between the
individual and personal triads of consciousness. It may be termed the
‘““ Bridge " between the higher and lower expressions of Manas, the
abstract and the concrete; 1t is therefore the pathway leading from the
lower to the higher.

Saturn is the great sifter in human evolution. Metaphorically
speaking, none may pass the influence of this planet who have not paid
the debts of fate, or Karma, to the uttermost farthing. In every crisis
and in all critical stages of man's evolution, the influence of Saturn
decides the issue. Saturn is, therefore, the planet of pure Justice, holding
the scales of Libra, the perfect balance. This planet is Judge and Law-
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giver and represents the Justice of God. None may be pardoned or
forgiven until the sanction of Saturn has been received. As said, Venus
represents the “ Grace of God,” and between these two mighty Angels
every human being is weighed in the balance of Libra, symbolised so
often in the Egyptian mysteries by the Scales, the Alta'x, and the Pillow
of the neophyte.

In Christian teachings, Satan “ The Tempter " is the personification
of Saturn, the Tester and Sifter of the spiritual from material experiences.
Saturn as the individualising planet makes all things permanent, binding
all forms, controlling and restraining life’s expressions by limitations
which cause one lesson to be learned before the next is attempted.
Saturn is the planet of *“ Dharma,” duty or obligation, for every human
creature. Saturn builds the scaffolding around the youth of every soul,
protecting the edifice that is being erected until stability, perseverance,
and self-control have been achieved. Apparently the lowest, the influence
of Saturn is the highest to which mortal man may attain. In every
psychic experience, Saturn makes definite the consciousness through
realisation, and marks the epoch of every soul in 1ts progress through
Time to Eternity. Saturn is, therefore, the * Middle Principle,” between
the material and- spiritual triads. Between each triplicity of signs there
is a centre or point of balance, a point wherein two forces meet and
balance. This is the neutral point in a centre, from which Forces emerge,
into which they disappear. The recognised neutral states between sold,
liquid, and gas, are Laya centres governed by the critical planet Saturn.
Just as the physical planet Saturn 1s ringed, so does his influence mark
the “ ring pass not "’ between each plane of consciousness.

These Laya centres are the waters of Lethe, drowning the memory
of the other side. They come between sleeping and waking, hife and
death, and but for this ring or natural barrier, there would be no break in
consciousness. It is the bridge of Saturn that enables us to cross from
one state of consciousness to another without passing through the swoon
of unconsciousness, and this can only be accomplished by fully under-
standing the laws of one’s being, and the occult methods of progress from
darkness into light.

Below Saturn in the order of the planets is the Moon, which
synthesises the fiery triplicities as the crown of the personality, for the
Moon gathers up the personal consciousness through the head and brain,
which it rules; it represents the psychic-intellectual man centred in
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the head with its seven gateways. That is why so much stress is laid
upon mind control in order that the voice of the spiritual man, who is
seated in the heart, may be heard when the restless brain is stilled.

‘We have said that the ray of the Monad is represented by the triple
aspect of Uranus, Mercury and Venus, and have seen how few there are
who respond to their influence, and that therefore the Sun represents the
Individuality for the majority. The consciousness as represented by the
Sun is focussed in the heart, the last spot in the body to die.

Now in the same way that the Sun, as representative of the Individual
consciousness is centred in Uranus by the genius of the awakened
individuality, so 1s the Moon, the representative of the personality, centred
in Saturn, the planet controlling the path of discipleship or freedom from
irresponsibility. It will thus be seen how important it is to study the
posttion and aspects of the Moon in every nativity.

The next plane below the mental is that of the personal feelings,
governed by the planet Mars. This represents the animal man in the
fullness of his strength, a force not to be despised or ignored, but
transmuted and wisely used, for Mars represents the consciousness of all
the cells of the body, including the brain but excepting the heart. The
control of desire 1s necessary before the animal can be conquered and
made a useful servant. It is the cerebellum that is the store-house of all
the Kamic or passional force; and Mars, its planetary representative,
furnishes the matenials for ideation, while the frontal lobes of the
cerebrum are the fimishers and polishers of the materials, but not their
creators. The affimty between Mars and Venus can now be seen, Mars
governing the animal sense, and Venus the soul; so that when both are
1n harmony through attraction, affinity 1s the result; but when opposed,
antipathy or antagonism exists between them.

We have now to conclude this brief survey of the planets by a
consideration of Jupiter. This planet governs all the bodies of man
included 1n his Aura, from the finest film of matter surrounding the
“ Divine Fragment " down to the physical body, and this it rules completely
through the life blood and the senses. It 1s however not wise to think
that Jupiter alone governs the physical body, for all the planets have
influence over it; but as lord or king over the body, Jupiter plays an
important and mysterious part, namely to give expansion to the limit of
the Karma for the present life; and in this respect it has rule over the
atoms and cells of the body.
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So far as the actual physical consciousness is concerned, Jupiter
governs, lst, the sensuous; 2nd, the instinctual; 3rd, the physiological-
emotional ; 4th, the passional-emotional; 5th, the mental-emotional ; and
6th the spiritual-emotional. The last will explain why Jupiter signifies
orthodox religion, and any religious feeling in which the emotions play a
prominent part. Here feeling is more active than intellect, and in
this respect it must be remembered that the astral and the physical
consciousness are interchangeable or reciprocal.

This part of our study will receive fuller treatment later on when
we come to deal with the relation of the planet Jupiter to the Human
Aura.



CHAPTER 1V

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CASTE AND SOCIAL DISTINCTIONS

Tnus every Race in its evolution is said to be born under the direct
influence of one of the planets, the First Race receiving its breath of life from
the Sun; while the Third humanity—those who from Androgynes became
male and female—are said to have been under the direct influence of Venus.

Secret Docirine.

THERE are many ways of explaining the divine origin of man, and his
long pilgrimage from divinity though vast cycles of manifestation to a
self-conscious realisation of his immortality. To understand them,
however, the eyes of the spirit must be opening to the realisation of the
divine spark within and the necessity of harmonising it with the without.

Esoteric Astrology teaches this truth of man’s divine inheritance
through an ancient symbology which takes for its central symbol the
Sun. This Sun 1s seen to be mirrored through its innumerable rays as
myriads of mimature Suns, whose reflections are again mirrored in the
vast ocean of life. Each individual 1s a miniature Sun shining with its
own light in the many forms of matter, and by the reflections thrown
back to itself comes to know itself as the Lght of that inner Sun.
Astrology points out these reflections upon the great screen of matter in
all 1its various forms in the signs of the zodiac, and their presence in the
planetary vibrations as so many modes of consciousness. Through the
nativity it studies the manifold indentifications of the persisting life with
the ever-changing forms, and helps those who have begun the struggle to
return back to the parent Sun of which it is but a faint reflection.

In ancient civilisations the relics of which remain to-day in India,
the Chieftain of the race, the MANU, or Divine King, arranged groups of
men into what is known as Caste or as we would say in the West into
grades of society. By this means men knew where they stood in"
evolution and until they had out-grown the Caste into which they were
born they fulfilled the duties belonging to it.

At certain periods of evolution there comes a time when all caste

systems appear to be broken up for a rearrangement, and this takes place
29
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when there is a confusion as to duty, and a clamouring for “rights"
which more properly belong to the form than to the life.

A Hindu can explain this confusion much more adequately than a
Western Astrologer, owing to his perfect acquaintance with caste and its
relation to Astrology, and we are therefore fortunate in having a simple
and almost complete explanation of this subject in an admirable chapter
on “ Caste Confusion " in the first Volume of * Studies in the Bhagavad
Gita,” by The Dreamer,! from which we make the following lengthy
extract in the belief that it will help western students of Astrology to see
how the subject is viewed in the East.

The Dreamer is dealing with The Yoga of discrimination, and in
Chapter II. he says:—

“ Let us therefore understand what caste is, and find if there is any
relation whatever between caste and duty. The Lord in the Bhagavad
Gita describes caste or colour as being due to Guna and Karma. These
form the differentiating factors in the division of castes. The caste is
thus the expression, in the lower planes, of the karmic heredities and the
inner qualities evolved by the Ego. In other words, in a normally
healthy Society there is always a fixed rule governing the stages of
individual growth, dependent on the qualities and limitations of the
individual.”

“ If we study the origin of the individual we find something which
helps to clear the ground for us. The individual, or, as it is sometimes
called, the individualised Self, as it starts into existence, is a white spark
of the Divine Light enclosed in a colourless film of matter, Itisa
spark emanating from the Divine Flame and baving all the qualities of
the parent evolved in it. The seed is cast into the soil of the phenomenal
planes, that it may grow into the likeness of its sire. As regards the
Spark of Light, per se, it is the same Divine Light everywhere—it is
always of the substance of what is called in the Gita, the Daivi Prakriti.

“ From the standpoint, however, of this Light, there is no differen-
tiation nor evolution; we cannot posit any beginnings in Time to it, for
Itever is. We must therefore seek for the root of evolution elsewhere.

“ Though in essence it is colourless at the beginning, yet in its actual
manifestation some change takes place. The Divine spark can only
reach the matrix of matter through some intermediate agencies, Rays of the

1 Published by the Theosophical Society, 161, New Bond Street, W.
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Light, who are called the Sons of Mind. The Divine Light, in manifest-
ing the Universe from the state of pralaya, acts on the vehicle of matter
not directly, but rather through what we may term definite ‘rays,’ These
rays, or the pencils of Light, catch up the image of the Logos of a
system and mirror It in the various wupadhis.! The characters of these
rays are different and so too their functions. Thus the rays energising
and vivifying the matter of cosmos into several planes of matter of
varying densities are sometimes spoken of in Theosophical literature as
the First Life-Wave. So, too, the Devas who superintended the
building of the forms and the fashioning of the tabernacle of man come out
of the Second Life-Wave. When the tabernacle 1s ready, then there is
again a downpouring from the Logos called the Third Life-Wave. It
is the birth of the Individual.

“Now, if we look carefully into the Shastras, we find that this
incoming of the man, or rather the building of the vehicle of individuality,
is caused by the action of those Rays of the Divine Light known in the
Theosophical terminology as the Sons of Mind, the Manasaputras of
Brahma. These Mighty Beings of a past Kalpa having evolved their
individual Upadhis—having attained to individuality — become the
channels by which the one Divine Light becomes individualised for the
purposes of evolution.

“ Each of these great Sons of Mind has His own individual charac-
teristics. As the Perfect Man, He is seven-fold in nature, yet having
for his basic principle one particular principle, so to say, in which the
others come in and inhere without disturbing the basic harmony. The
basic harmony is expressed by a particular sound, colour, and other
correspondences. The basic colour may thus be called the colour of the
Ray when in manifestation. When these Primary Rays sub-divide, the
basic colour is not disturbed, while the other principles come in, in a
shghtly different degree, yet without disturbing the harmony. These
great Beings, who had in the previous Kalpas evolved mind and con-
sciousness, who had even attained to spiritual bliss in the full conscious-
ness of a gnanin, are thereby made the link to connect the spiritual spark
and the material bodies, the bridge to connect matter with Spirit. So we
read in the Yoga Vashistha how They went to visit the Logos, and how in
the pride and consciousness of Their Spiritual freedom, They refused to

1 Vehicles or ‘* sheaths.”
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make Their obeisance to Him—and how They were cursed to incarnate
in man and to furnish him with well-ordered and well-stocked mental
bodies, with the forms and laws of thought. It is They, the Higher
Pitris, who furnished the out-breathed human monads with what is
known as the causal body. These beings are likened to the seven colours
into which the one white light is refracted in passing through the prism
of the Buddhi principle. Distinct individual characteristics which are thus
imparted to the causal bodies of the outbreathed monads, impart to these
bodies, made of the delicate film of the causal matter, the soft lines of
differentiation. The colours of the causal body thus furnished are
indicative of the lines of least resistance, so to say, the lines along which
the spark may best develop 1ts latent powers. The astrological planets
governing a man's life are but other names for the influences of these
Seven Lords of Light, and these signify the nature, the arrangement and
balance of the principles in that particular earth-life. This colour is
thus the spiritual plasm, the basis of spintual heredity of the spark
coming into existence, and, as already said, defines the limits of growth,
the lines of action and so forth, of the inner man. It 1s, so to say, the
key-note of that man’s life, all other notes being blended with it in sucha
way as to produce harmony. As differentiation proceeds, the basic
colodr is played upon by the colours of the other principles, giving
rise to definite variety and play of colours, without disturbing the basic
harmony. We can understand this by the analogy of music with its
seven principal notes. Now 1n Indian music we have six manifested
Ragas or principal tones (with one unmanifest), each having its own
characteristic marks. The Ragas sub-divide into sub-tones called
Raginis, each having distinct marks of its own and yet having something
to connect it with the original Raga from which it sprang, while differing
in external form and even in notes and sub-notes. The subtle harmony
which exists between the Raga and the Raginis 1s not ordinarily per-
ceived ; the basic identity is generally overlooked by the commonplace
musician who notes the external forms more than the inner essence. As
the Ragas become differentiated into Raginis the basic harmony is
undisturbed, but within its limits the other notes are arranged in diverse
ways, giving rise to various melodies, having still for the basic harmony
the characteristic of the original Raga. The Raginis themselves can be
interblended to produce further variety, by the arrangement of the notes
and sub-notes in infinite ways, yet resulting always in harmony.
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“So also in the case of man. The Hindus are familiar, though
without troubling themselves much as to their real import, with what are
called the goira and the prabara of the individual. Thus everyone has
got a prabara, the root colour of his being, depending as is exoterically
known, upon the particular planetary God, but really on the particular ray
from the Central Sun. This root colour then differentiates, within the
limits of harmony, till a particular Rishi is reached, who is the source
directly of the spiritual plasm in man, and along those lines the individual
must travel in order that the goal may be reached with the least possible
dissipation of energy. This 1s, as may be guessed, what is called the
guna of the individual and defines the law of growth of the individual up
to the causal body. This is why, when a man has outgrown the
limitations of the causal body, when he reaches the PARAMAHANSA
stage that he gives up the characteristic caste marks ; and this 1s also why
when thus fit to step out of the KARANA SHARIRA, he is transferred
from one ray to another, 1n order that he, now developed in strength and
balance may assimilate the qualities of every other ray, and thus pass
again into the white light of the Sun from which he has emerged, enriched
with the fruitage of evolution. Nature never works ‘per saltum'—
all her works are sequential.

“Thus far, then, as concerning the guna. And now we will consider
the other element, the karma of the individual. Karma is the expression
of life in a given plane. It is thus the order, arrangement and harmony
between the six remaining principles which express the inner life of the
Individual. It is the expression of that hfe in terms of the remaining
principles. As in music the coming in of the secondary notes and sub-
notes help the swell, and form the cause of harmony of the Raga orthe
Ragini, just as these notes and sub-notes help 1n the differentiation of the
one Raga into myriads of secondary Ragas and Raginis; nay, just as the
harmonious arrangement of the notes helps in what the musician would
call the portraiture and the expression of the Raga, so also the
arrangements of the principles help in the differentiation of the Individual
Root 1nto various sub-groups—species and individuals. Speaking again
in the terms of astrology, the karmic element is symbolised in the
co-ordination of the other principles. As in music, the secondary notes
are necessary for the purpose of producing by their harmonious arrange-
ment a grander harmony, a sweeter melody than would be possible with

the dull monotony of a single note, soalso inany individual incarnation the
C
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secondary principles are always so arranged as to produce a harmony best
suited to the individual,and adapted best to the true expression of real life.
We have in astrology the Primary Key—under which a man is born—the
natal planet, as well as other planets occupying different houses. The
primary planets give the Guna of the individual—while the arrangement
of, and places occupied by, other planets show the order and comparative
‘ motive power ’ of the remaining principles. The primary planet connects
him with the spiritual source of his being, while the order and arrangement
of the others express the stage of evolution, the capacities evolved, and in
short the Karma of the individual. The harmonious arrangement of the
planets helps towards the manifestation of the inner Life according to
the lines of least resistence evolved in the past, and thus helps further
the differentiation of the individual Ray. Thus several people may
have the same primary planet as their natal star, yet it 1s the arrange-
ment of the remaining ones that expresses their lives as individuals. This
arrangement and order of the secondary planets show the Karma of the
individual, show forth to a mund properly trained the physical, mental
and higher potentialities as well as even the occurrences of a man's life.
They are indicative as to the quality, power and capacities of the different
bodies of the man, and thus help i1n the harmonious expression of the
inner life in terms of these bodies.

““ It may be noted here in passing that even in the forms of initiation
by the family Guru prevalent amongst the Hindus, a man’s horoscope is
cast and the order and powers of the secondary planets are calculated
ere he is given the MANTRAM. Each family has a special MANTRAM,
but the form of the MANTRAM depends upon the order and arrangement
of the secondary planets of the individual. Limitation as this may
appear to be to many, in reality such limitations are necessary for the
truest expression of the inner lfe; and they further serve the Man
within as instruments of growth by furnishing him with ready-made
appropriate vehicles for the manifestation of the inner life.

““ Thus we have got, over and above the original colouring of the
Causal Body, the Body of the individual man formed of the matter of
the ARUPA levels of the mental plane, the colours reflected in that body,
the colours of the principles evolved by the man and the improvements
in powers corresponding to the principles. As body after body disinte-
grates, as principle after principle is resolved into latency, the colouring
matters are handed on to the Auric Egg where they remain in
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a latent state as karmic seeds from which will spring forth at the
re-awakening of the Ego its lower principies and bodies; and hence
it is that the Auric Egg is also called the Causal Body. All
the powers evolved, all co-ordinations gained in an earth-life are thus
preserved as colours playing through the Causal Body. The synthesis
of all these when manifested in the lower planes as powers of conscious-
ness, is what can be really and truly called the colour of the Individual—
his Caste.

“ A well-developed Causal Body, it may here be mentioned, is a
gorgeous thing with the loveliest tints flashing through it, a thing of
supernal glory ; while at the lower stages 1t sometimes appears as a mist,
loose and unstable, with no life force manifesting—an inchoate something
rather than a definite organism.”

The writer goes on to say that, “ Facts thus revealed by up-to-date
Astrology are pregnant with momentous 1ssues if pondered over.”

He also wisely adds that “ the infinite sub-divisions of castes, which
we find 1n the India of to-day, are the result of necessities of evolution
towards specialisation of the individual.”

THE HINDU SUB-DIVISIONS OF THE ZODIAC

The Eastern astrologer recognises the remarkable correspondence
between the various divisions of the zodiac, and the kinds of matter,
and has done more to explain these divisions and sub-divisions of signs
than many Western astrologers are as yet aware.

The Hindu astrologer considers the most minute division of the
Lagna. or rising sign, which is a certain fraction of a second in time,
to be a seed cast in the cosmic soil or Ether to unfold its latent qualities,
of which the individual then born is supposed to absorb more or less
according to his powers of response and stage of soul evolution.

On the surface, the Hindu astrologer 1s apparently a fatalist, but
individually he has a firm behef in free will within certain well defined
limits. The very well established belief in re-incarnation and trans-
migration makes him a fatalist so far as the rewards and punishments of
past lLives are concerned, and it is to causes set in motion in a former
birth that he traces the inevitable fate of the present life; for he has a
wider comprehension of the laws of Karma than the western astrolager.

There are, as already stated in previous chapters, three fundamental
modes of matter and four distinct arrangements of those three modes,
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and this produces seven distinct types of characters. The modes of
manifestation of thought, feeling, and action will be different in each
type, even in similar circumstances; and this knowledge of law makes it
possible to predict results from the various divisions of the Lagna, or
rising sign.

The belief in fate and freewill is only partial, for a man is neither
wholly fated nor wholly free, and the only way to measure the extent of
his limitations is to endeavour to realise his condition of knowledge or
ignorance ; which, in a well organised society, would attract him to the
caste or status in society to which he naturally belongs. A man with
knowledge will endeavour to work with one who has power to help him,
while a man who is ignorant may apply to a money lender charging a
large percentage of interest, and thus make his conditions more and
more hopeless.

The Hindu astrologer appears to have a remarkable knowledge
of the value of sub-divisions of time and arc in connection with
planetary influence. These are grouped under Trimsamsas, Dwadasam-
sas, Asterisms, Navamsas, Drekkanas and Horas; and they form a
complete zodiac as illustrated in our diagram. (DIAGRAM IIL.: see
Frontispiece.)

To the Hindu astrologer the heavens form the Macrocosm and man
the Microcosm. Man is an exact copy of the universe, a httle world or
miniature of the great world around him.

Unfortunately the great difficulty of harmonising the Eastern and
‘Western science lies in the exact measurement of the Ayanamsa, which
is the difference between the first point of the zodiacal constellations,
known as the Nirayana Sphutam, and the vernal equinox at the
beginning of the ecliptic, known as the Sayana Sphutam. Hindu
Astrology calculates the places of the planets 1n terms of the Nirayana
sphutam ; and the failure to measure correctly the length of the ayanamsa
makes the Hindu's horoscope unreliable, when judged by the western
standards. A few western astrologers have interested themselves in the
attempt to apply the interpretations of the Hindu zodiac to the western
system, but not with much success so far.

Now the author believes that this interpretation of the Hindu zodiac
constitutes the hope of Esoteric Astrology being restored to its rightful
place as a unique system of genethlialogy with methods of its own apart
from the present unfavourable mixture with Horary Astrology.
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Broadly speaking, in Hindu astrology there are three chief msthods
of classifying the zodiac and its divisions.

(1) The twenty-seven asterisms over which the Moon has chief
rule ;

(2) The twelve signs and their numerous divisions over which the
Sun has chief rule ;

(3) The nine planets in their relationskips as rulers over the two
previous classes.

In dealing with these systems of zodiacal classification, respecting
which the Hindu interpretations are given, it must be remembered that,
instead of starting from the suppeosed position of the fixed star Revati
(said by some to be Zeta Piscium), we are starting from the first point of
the sign Arnies, from which the various degrees in the diagram have been
measured.

At a first glance this diagram appears very complicated but it is in
reality simple enough if looked at from the standpoint of a single sign
only, and 1its divisions followed carefully, beginning from the centre and
working towards the circumference. Taking Aries, it will be found
that this sign is divided into two halves, positive and negative, governed
by the Sun and Moon. A person born under the first 15° of Aries will
be more positive than negative, more masculine than feminine, so far as
this mode of expression 1s concerned, and the same applies if a planet
occupies that sign at birth or moves into 1t after birth.

The positive half belongs to the centrifugal, electric, volitional,
subjective, life side of manifestation; and the negative to the centripetal,
magnetic, formative, objective, and plastic side.

The sign Aries, has in the next place, three main divisions of 10°
each, known as drekkanas or decanates, governed by Mars, Sun and
Jupiter.

Then comes the classification according to navamsas of 33%° each,
having the nature of the signs of the zodiac and their respective rulers.

Thus is followed by the asterisms, each containing 133°.

The next circle 1s that of the Dwadasamsas, wherein it is seen that
a sign is divided into twelve equal portions of 23° each, over each of
which one of the signs of the zodiac presides with the lord of that sign,
thus bringing the influence of the whole twelve signs into each one

of them. ‘
The outer circle is that of the Trimsamsas or degrees, which are
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considered most important. These are grouped irregularly somewhat
after the fashion of the Ptolemaic * terms,” and are not so easy to follow
as the others. Outside the whole are found the signs with their
Hindu names.

This complicated method of dividing a sign into numerous parts has
induced Hindu authors to compile numerous slokas which embody in the
form of aphorisms all the rules and ideas connected with each minute
division of the zodiac; but owing to the confusion caused by the various
measurements of the ayanamsa many of these slokas, particularly
referring to the Lagnam and its divisions, no longer apply.

It is the hope of the genuine Hindu astrologer that his western
brother will restore the ancient knowledge of the zodiac and its divisions
by means of a more accurate and precise method of calculation.

The author of this work does not imagine that the constellation-
zodiac can in any way directly affect human beings, except through
National or Mundane Astrology, where a consideration of the con-
stellations a:d an exact knowledge of the precession of the equinoxes is
essential ; but in genethlacal astrology it seems to have httle if any value.

The ecliptic is a reflection of the constellations considered apart
from precession; and until the ecliptic and the constellations again
coincide, humanity will be involved in another of the innumerable cycles
through which it is compelled to pass while on its way toward that goal
of perfection which it is destined in the end to reach. By applying the
Hindu system of dividing the zodiac to western methods, we may
profitably add to our knowledge of its influence upon human lfe and
destiny.

In the first place, we may reasonably utilise the division of
each sign into positive or masculine and negative or feminine halves,
governed by the Sun and Moon respectively. We may also accept the
well tried system of decanates, but beyond these divisions we must still
labour in the field of experiment.

If, accepting these important divisions of a sign into Horas and
Decanates, we apply them to each degree of a sign, we shall have
reduced our divisions as far as it will be safe to go at present, and even
then the application will be unsafe unless the horoscope has been carefully
rectified and all possibility of error in the time of birth eliminated.

There are 60’ in each degree, which when divided gives 30’ positive
and 30’ negative. Applied in the order of the signs, we shall find that



CASTE AND SOCIAL DISTINCTIONS 39

the first half of the first degree of Aries is masculine and the second
half feminine. The first half of the second degree will be feminine and
the last half masculine ; and so on throughout the 30° of the sign Aries.

The first half of the first degree of Taurus will be feminine, and the
last half of the first degree masculine ; while the first half of the second
degree will be masculine, and the last half feminine, and so on. Thus
we have the first half of the first degree of each positive sign masculine
and the first half of each negative sign feminine throughout the zodiac.

With regard to the decanates, the first 20’ of each degree will be
of the nature of the sign itself and the next 20’ will be of the nature of
the second decanate of that sign, and the third or last 20’ of the nature
of the third decanate. These minute divisions, however, as previously
remarked, cannot be relied upon unless the horoscope has been especially
rectified ; and even then more than ordinary judgment will be necessary
to understand their true value.

The astrology of the future will in all probability ascertain the
exact value of each degree of the zodiac, and instead of as at present
being content with the knowledge of certain degrees, every degree will
be estimated at its true worth.

The value of the degrees of the zodiac taken singly and conjointly has
been largely lost to astrology, and it will be the work of the investigator
of the future to re-discover them and tabulate their influence for the
benefit of genethliacal astrology.

WAVE LENGTHS

It will be a familiar idea to most readers that the ecliptic zodiac is
the earth’s aura, and that the quadruplicities, triplicities and signs are
sub-divisions brought into existence by the electric, magnetic, and other
subtle forces that play in the matter of that aura. We are told that
there are many such forces of various orders and with diverse properties
yet remaining to be discovered by science ; and it seems tolerably certain
that any further sub-divisions of the zodiac as a whole or of the signs
taken separately are based upon the vibrations of these forces in the
etheric, astral, or other matter through which they pass.

Even the longest of these vibrations must of course be exceedingly
small when compared with the whole circumference of the earth; but if
a number of vibrations of differing rates pass through the zodiac together,



40 ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY

these will be marked out into regions of harmony and discord. Where
two or more rates of vibration synchronise there will be harmony, but
where they clash or interfere discord will result. So that even if the
matter through which these forces pass was uniform originally, it will
become divided into regions varying in number and in their properties
according to the nature of the forces, their rates of vibration, and the
harmony or discord resulting from them.

The very minute sub-divisions of a degree are marked out by
vibrations taken separately or only a few at atime. Larger sub-divisions,
such as those of a sign, result from a great number of the smaller ones
being grouped together and there establishing points of agreement and
disagreement of their own, just as the very minute waves originally
did. And when these in turn are brought together, there will be
formed not merely signs but groups of signs, such as the triplicities and
quadruplicities.

A few simple rates of wvibration, if their numerical value were
known, would therefore give us regions of space with varying properties
such as we actually find in the zodiac. How many such forces will
have ultimately to be taken into account we do not yet know, nor can we
tell for certain how far 1t is practicable to divide and sub-divide signs and
degrees ; but scientific theory presents us with a clear picture of vibra-
tional nodes and internodes as not only possible but inevitable. The
zodiac is a vast musical instrument, and the laws of musical harmony are
observed throughout its whole extent, and will some day be correlated
with the known properties of signs and planets.

The following illustration shows how sub-divisions would be made
as soon as forces with varying rates of vibration were started in a
previously uniform medium.

Z Y X WV UT SR Q o]
A 123 45678910 11 12
B 1 -2 -3 - 4 .5 . .
c 1 - -2 - -3 . . 4 . .
p 1 - - -2 - - - 3 - . .
E 1 - - - - 2 - -« - . 3 .

1 - - - - -2 - - - . -

This represents six different systems of vibration of different forces.
Force A travels at a certain uniform rate, and twelve of its waves ars

-]
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shown, signified by the numbers one to twelve along the horizontal line.
Force B has a wave-length twice as long, and only six of its waves
are included in the twelve of A. It harmonises with A at the vertical
points marked, Z, X, V, T, R, P, but is discordant at the intermediate
poinis, These harmonies and discords between A and B correspond to
the distinction between odd and even signs.

Force C has a wave-length three times that of A, and the two agree
at points Z, W, T, Q; and these points correspond to triplicities. Force
C agrees with B at only two points, Z and T.

Force D has a wave-length four times that of A, and the two agree
at only three points, Z, V, R, which in this diagram correspond to
quadruplicities. D agrees with B also at these same points, but it is
markedly mnharmonious with both A and B at X, T, P.

The other two forces in the diagram, E and F, explain themselves.
If the whole six forces are taken into account, four of them agree at T,
which corresponds to the division of the zodiac into two halves, the
northern and the southern.

If the diagram were arranged so as to represent the forces as
travelling circularly and not horizontally it would symbolise the zodiac
better. The number of forces also should be increased and should be
represented as returning on themselves round the circle. In this way
additional nodes and internodes, some of them of considerable complexity,
would result, corresponding to sub-divisions of signs; but this would
complicate the diagram 1n an undesirable manner, and a simpler
representation such as this although mcomplete will be easier to grasp.

It is practically certain that other sub-divisions of signs than those
mentioned in the published Hindu books exist, and it is open to doubt
whether those that are there given are classified correctly in all cases,
especially as some of these classifications vary in the works of different
authors. The division into seven parts links up with a system described
in Book iii. of The New Manual of Astrology dealing with the Law of
Sex, in which each zodiacal quadrant is divided into seven. The twenty-
eight parts resulting from this coincide with the so-called Mansions of
the Moon, which are referred to by some of the older authors, but which
have fallen out of sight in modern works.

The whole of these sub-divisions are, in a sense, properties of the
zodiae and its forces taken alone. Where any conclusion 1s drawn from
the presence of, let us say, the ascendant in one of the sub-divisions,
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it is dependent upon the natural characteristics of that arc derived from
the kind of force playing in it. When in addition to this, the influence
of a planet is taken into consideration the case is altered. The vibra-
tions of the force emanating from the planet will be either harmonious
or discordant with those existing in that part of the zodiac taken alone.
It will therefore follow inevitably that each planet will have its positions
of strength or harmony and of weakness or discord; and that these
positions for any one planet might, if the information at our disposal
were sufficient, be graded in series, from perfect harmony (house) through
partial harmony (exaltation, etc.) to partial discord (fall) and complete
discord (detriment), according to the laws of musical harmony.

TRANSCENDING CASTE

While dealing with all the mass of detail belonging to minute divi-
sions and sub-divisions we must not lose sight of the fact that behind the
whole, the real self is an uncompounded and harmonious unit, eternally
bathed in the sunshine of the Central Sun. Caste confusion arises when
the harmony within does not find its response in the outer world; or, as
the Dreamer would say, when the Ego fails to discriminate between the
Real and the Unreal.

In the exoteric rules of astrology we find a harmonious arrangement
of the twelve houses of a nativity with the twelve signs of the zodiac and
also with the planets as lords or rulers over their respective signs, and
we can see how easily that harmonious arrangement is disturbed by a slight
change in the arrangement. But Exoteric Astrology utterly fails to find
harmony amid the apparent inbarmony of the sub-influences of signs, which
seemingly adds to the confusion in disturbing the natural order of things,
instead, as Esoteric Astrology seeks to show, of restoring that harmony
with an added self-conscious realisation which the natural order did not
impart to the individual. It would be useless if Caste, or the various
grades of society, held a man bound within its more or less rigid
unwritten laws from which he could not rise by individual effort and merit.
While man is developing in the early stages of his evolution Caste, or
graded society, is necessary to keep him within the bounds of rightly
ordered laws and customs; but when a man has become a law unto himself
and bas built within his own nature the desire to do right for right's sake
only, then he is no longer bound to obey the rigid influence of the signs of
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the zodiac or, as is commonly said “ his stars,” but he willingly obeys
those laws which he knows and understands; and consciously works with
the influences he has realised as a perfect means to a perfect end.

Astrologically he has risen first above the bondage of the Cross of
the twelve houses, then above the Cross of the twelve signs, and finally
above the Cross of the planetary influences affecting those signs. His Sun
now shines gloriously radiant, illuminating the Path before him, and no
longer thrown back to him as a reflected light, for he has become that
Sun, and shines now upon others to illuminate the dark places of doubt and
despair which he has trodden himself. The Christ is born within him;
matter no longer binds him; he 1s free, and seeks the way to triumph over
life as he has formerly triumphed over death.



JCHAPTER V

THE HOUSES AND THEIR IMPORTANCE

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you ? If any man defileth the temple of God him sball God destroy,
for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.

THE twelve houses are important because they have a more direct
bearing upon the fate and fortune in the outer world, the Karma of the
current life, than have the zodiacal signs or the planets when considered
apart from the houses. The houses may be compared with the physical
body, and planetary positions in the signs with the inner man, who
inhabits that body. Zodiacal position from this point of view becomes
highly important because it shows the powers and possibilities of the
inner man, his capacities, his strong and weak faculties ; and yet in actual
practice this is subordinate to position in the houses.

Whether the soul is strong or weak, wise or foolish, savage or
civilised, it can accomplish nothing on this plane unless it possesses a
physical body through which to act. This 1s certainly true of the
average man ; for when disembodied he 1s so completely unable to prove
his survival of the death of the body that large numbers of people doubt
whether there is anything that survives, and whether the body itself is
not the real man. It is equally true even if we take into account the
phenomena of spiritualism and super-normal interventions into human
affairs generally. In these cases either the disembodied being borrows
the body of some living physical person, or he is able to gather round
himself enough of the matter of this world to serve as a temporary body,
and not until then can he perform physical actions.

Planetary position in the signs, therefore, while highly significant
of inner powers and characteristics, is not necessarily equally important
with regard to events and happenings in the outer world. This does not
mean that such events are never signified by sign-position but only that
they are not so inevitable as is house-position. For instance, if the
Moon is in the seventh house in a man’s horoscope, well aspected, and

44
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if nothing else contradicts, marriage is as nearly certain as anything can
be; but if the Moon is in the seventh sign instead of the seventh house,
marriage cannot be predicted with so much confidence, even if the
aspects are the same. The man may wish to marry and may be suited
for living happily in that state, but the sign-position will not have the
inevitability of the house-position; and before a definite prediction is
made, the influence of any planet in the seventh house should be noted,
or, when there is none, the position of the lord of the seventh with relation
to the Moon, Venus, and the ruler of the ascendanta

This distinction between signs and houses, however, varies somewhat
according to the age of the soul, its position 1n its evolutionary career. As
stated elsewhere, the youngest souls are now the most deeply immersed
in body and are, therefore, the most subject to the influence of house-
position ; for the twelve houses correspond to the dense physical body,
which, when taken only as body, may be that of a savage or a saint,
an idiot or a genius, and the houses signify the body of the one as much
as they do that of the other. In the case of the young and unevolved
soul, house-position will be almost all-important, and a malefic or benefic
influence will work itself out with practical certainty. In the case of the
strong and highly evolved character, a genius of some kind or a saint, the
circumstances will be more or less reversed. His strength of character
or greatness of soul is much more likely to be signified by positions
.and aspects i the signs than by those in the houses. House-position
will still enter into the problem even with him, but i1t will show how far
the body is adapted to act as a vehicle for this type of soul, and how far
the karma of the current hfe helps or hinders the inner powers of the
soul; it will not exercise so much restriction and limitation, there will
not be so much mewvitability, as in the case of the younger soul.

The planets apart from signs and houses represent the individual
spiritual man considered apart from both the temporary personality and
the physical body. Those who have attained to the superman stage of
evolution, who have passed one or more of the great initiations, will
come more under the direct influence of the planets and will exhibit
planetary characteristics apart from both signs and houses; although
even these, when descending into manifestation, will have to take upon
themselves zodiacal soul-vestures and mundane bodies, and must submit
to some extent to the natural Limitations. In such a case the sign-
positions will show what soul powers have been incarnated in the
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personality, and the house-positions will show the kind of work that has
been undertaken and the environment within which it has to be accom-
plished ; for the body is adapted to and is a mirror of the world in which
it moves and the use to which it has to be put. Here the position of the
planet to which the soul belonged would be "the predominant factor, the
centre and heart of the whole, and all the rest would be subordinated to
this; body, events, and character would all alike be “ruled” by the
spirit within.

There are thus three stages of evolution. The young and inex-
perienced soul is under the dominion of the twelve houses and can do
little but submit to the conditions they impose. The stronger and more
experienced soul has a character and faculties of his own, indicated by
sign-position mainly ; although the zodiacal signs pertain to every type
of soul and show all its moods and phases, from the animal to the highly-
evolved human. Finally the planets apart from the signs represent the
super-human stage of evolution.

A horoscope 1s thus a blending of spirit, soul, and body, and the
twelve houses are the physical expression of the whole.

CLASSIFIGATION OF THE HOUSES

Turning now to the classification of the houses, it is to be noticed
that they fall into three-fold and four-fold groups corresponding exactly

to the zodiacal signs.

Cardinal or Fixed or Mutable or
Angular Succedent Cadent
I, Iv, Vi, X 11, v, VIII, XI 111, VI, IX, XI1
Fire Earth Air Water
I, v, IX I, vI, X 111, VII, XI 1V, VIII, XII

It is rather strange that while the terms cardinal, fixed and mutable,
when applied to the houses are called angular, succedent, and cadent, no
substitutes for the terms fire, earth, air, and water have been proposed
for the houses, so that these four names have to be employed for signs
and houses alike.

In addition to these two groups there is also the obvious distinction
between the day and‘night halves of the circles; for the Sun rises on the
cusp of the ascendant, the eastern horizon, and sets on the cusp of the
seventh house, the western horizon ; so that the houses from the twelfth
round to the seventh belong to the day, and the remainder to the night.
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The ascendant, although technically a part of the dark half, is included
usually in the day because it is the house of morning twilight. These
day and night halves divide the circle into two by the horizonal diameter,
the line of the horizon.

Running across this is another two-fold classification, that of the
rising and setting halves of the circle of the heavens. The cusp of the
fourth house, or nadir, or midnight point 1s the lowest part of the circle,
and the cusp of the tenth house, or zemith, or noon point is the highest.
Any heavenly body moving from the fourth to the tenth is passing from a
lower position to a higher, and n this sense is rising. Any heavenly
body passing from the tenth to the fourth 1s going from a higher position
to a lower, and in this sense is setting. .

The day half of the circle is that of manifestation, unveiling, bringing
to hght, creation, openness, publicity, power, manvantara; and the night
half 1s that of concealment, latency, withdrawal, dissolution, pralaya.

The eastern or rising half of the circle 1s that of Self, egoism, its
increase, mdividualisation, separation from others, evolution, the gain of
powers or faculties; and the western or setting half is that of Others, the
rest of the world whether taken as friends or as enemies, union, decrease
of Self, involution, altruism.

‘When these two diameters are taken both at the same time, there is
formed the well known cross 1n the circle, dividing 1t into four quadrants.
This is the foundation of the whole horoscope, 1n fact 1t might almost be
said that this really is the horoscope and that the remaining eight houses
are mere sub-divisions. How clearly these four parts of the circle possess
the properties and characteristics attributed to them can be seen by
examining their relation to the apparent motion of the Sun in its rising
and setting.

The cusp of the ascendant is the point of sunrise; the cusp of the
tenth, that of noon; the cusp of the seventh house, that of sunset; and
the cusp of the fourth, that of midnight. Three out of these four
points are concerned with day; namely sunrise, when day begins; noon,
the middle of day and-the point of fullest manifestation; and sunset,
when day ends. The remaining point marks the middle of the night, and
this is in a sense that out of which the other three emerge and come forth
during the manifestation of day, and into which they return again when
day ends and night resumes it sway. So that of the four points, one
which is always hidden.is the source of the other manifested three; and
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the four may be divided into a manifested three and a hidden synthetic
one,

When the Sun is at the midnight point, darkness reigns over the
world, the activities of day are at an end, and typically all men sleep. In
the actual world, of course, especially in busy centres of human life,
activities of some sort are going on during every hour of the twenty-four ;
nevertheless this period obviously corresponds, cosmically, to pralaya,
before a solar system has come into existence or after it has passed out
of existence, while individually it indicates the similar state of unmanifes-
tation before the soul has been born in a body in this physical world or
after it has passed away at the death of that body. In terms of the
lunar changes it corresponds to New Moon, when the satellite of our
earth is invisible, withdrawn from manifestation, the middle of the * dark
fortnight.”

When the Sun is rising, day and its activities begin. Here the cor-
respondence with the coming into existence of a solar system and the
birth of a human being are too obvious to need dwelhng upon. Something
that before was latent is now becoming manifest. This is the angle of
Self, the separate centre round which all subsequent experiences, actions,
feelings, and cognitions gather. The Pramava Vada informs us that in
terms of the Hindu sacred word Aum, sunrise corresponds to the letter A,
the Self, and cognition ; and as the ascendant or first house is associated
with the first sign Aries, with fire, and the mental plane, this is appropriate.

At noon the activities of day are at their busiest and fullest, the
point of fullest possible manifestation has been reached, and there is an
obvious analogy with the middle period in the life of a solar system, with
the fourth globe of a chain, and the fourth race. The Self is putting
forth its powers to the utmost as a separate being, and its capacities
which were only possibilities in the beginning have now become actuali-
ties. The correspondence here is with the letter U, the Not-self, and
with action; and astrologers will note that the tenth house signifies
occupation, that is to say action in the outer world and the culmination
of the powers of the individual. The earthy sign Capricorn, belonging
to the physical plane and action, comes here.

At sunset the activities of the day are about to end. The Sun is now
at the middle point of that decline which began as soon as the noon point
was passed. The period of manifestation is ending and that of
quiescence and cessation of activity is beginning. The Self, which was,
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separate at sunrise and at noon, here loses its separateness and becomes
indissolubly associated with and merged in others, and in doing so
acquires characteristics ,and faculties appropriate to that state for good or
evil; that is to say love and hate, friendship and emnity, and all
the emotional and intuitional powers that are associated with these
are called forth. This is the angle of Others, and it corresponds with
the letter M, with the relation between Self and Not-Self, and with
desire in the personality or buddhic consciousness in the individuality.

Although these four points have here been referred to the Sun, the
same principles apply to the rising, culminating, and setting of any other
of the heavenly bodie$. When any planet rises, 1t comes out into
manifestation as a separate self; when it culminates it is in the most
prominent position possible and is at the middle period of manifestion;
when it sets its separateness 1s lessening and union is beginning; and when
it is on the lower meridian 1t is completely withdrawn from manifestation.

This fourfold division of the circle gives the four triplicities of fire,
earth, air, and water. When the equilateral triangle 1s inscribed within
the circle, the three quadruplicities of Cardinal or rajasic signs, Fixed
or tamasic signs, and Mutable or sattvic signs result. This classification
as apphied to sub-divisions of the day is not so familiar, and for the most
part 1s used as a mere sub-division of the fourfold system, by which each
quadrant 1s divided 1nto three parts, giving the twelve houses in all. The
division of the day into three periods, apart from its use by King Alfred
the Great, was actually employed by the ancient Egyptian magicians,
however, and a short account of it is given mn Dr. E. W. Budge's
Egyptian Magic. Experience shows that parts of the heavens that are
mn mundane trine with each other, or that are situated at the points of an
equilateral triangle, have many properties in common and that this
classification 1s a reality.

The three points of this triangle with their correspondences must
not be confused with the manifested points of the cross. Thereisa
temptation so to confuse them, and in some respects there actually is an
analogy. If instead of representing the day and the night as two halves
of the circle, each were represented as a complete circle in itself, the
analogy would be complete, and sunrise, noon, and sunset would form a
triangle similar to that of the quadruplicities and with similar corres-
pondences. As things are, however, especially in practical astrology,
midnight is a fourth point which forms a cross when joined to the points

. D
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of sunrise, noon, and sunset, so that the latter are three angles of a square
and they do not form an equilateral triangle as do the quadruplicities.
‘The three quadruplicities are also subtler than the four triplicities;
for the latter correspond to fire, earth, air, and water, which are states of
matter, all fully manifested and objective; whereas the triangle corres-
ponds rather to qualities and modes of motion, to things abstract rather
than things concrete, to the soul rather than the body, even though in
this world that soul is always manifested in a body. The triangle is a
group of three, and the unity or synthesis of them makes in a sense a
fourth; but this is entirely different from the cross in which the fourth,
although also in a sense the source and ultimate of the other three, is
only another point within the same circle, distinct from each of them.
In short, the one carries with it the symbohsm of the ternary and the

other that of the quaternary.

THE INFLUENCE OF THE HOUSES

The four Angular houses I, IV, VII, X, come first in importance in
a horoscope ; indeed they are so much the essential part of the map that
the other houses, as previously remarked, look like little more than sub-
divisions of these four. The influence of the angles 1s similar to that of
the cardinal signs; they are concerned with making manifest and concrete,
with bringing out into the open, unveiling and manifesting whatever may
be latent in the personality and everything that is denoted by the signs
and planets connected with the angles.

The four houses that are classed as angles are not all on an equality
in this respect, however. We have already seen that the day balf of the
map, including the ascendant, has to do with bringing out of latency into
manifestation ; and that the houses below the earth tend to veil, preserve,
protect, hide, and retain in latency. But the secrecy and reservation
surrounding the lower houses is only relative, not absolute, because they
are all concerned with various ‘activities of life; their quiescence is not
that of total unconsciousness. Generally speaking each house in the
night half of the map reflects its opposite in the day half, so that the
two become complementary ; the first and the seventh, the second and
the eighth, the third and the ninth, and so on.

Of the angles, the ascendant and mid-heaven are the most potent and
active, and it is scarcely an exaggeration to say that everything signified
by planets in those houses must inevitably be expressed in some way and
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cannot be avoided. Hence planets in these two angles denote what may
be called a typical life from the astrological point of view, that is a 'life
that neither greatly exceeds the average through unusual will-power or
rapidly maturing genius, nor falls short of it in any remarkable degree
-through weakness or inexperience. There are some cases in which an
unusual fate is to be experienced rapidly and the life is filled with incident
to an abnormal extent, but these we pass by for the time, and the above
generalisation refers to ordinary persons.

The seventh house is nearly as open, prominent, and inevitable as
the first and tenth, although to a less extent; and whereas Self, in some
sense, dominates both the latter houses, the experiences of the seventh
come through Others. It may be said to be between latency and
activity, and the same 1s true 1n a much greater degree of the fourth
house, relating as it does to such matters as home, domesticity, parentage,
old age, seclusion; nevertheless they both usually bring forth into
activity that which they denote.

The first house 1s quite personal 1n its influence and depends upon
the strength of the Individuality behind it to give expression to its powers.
Self, in either the restricted or the enlarged sense, is dominant here. The
same 1s true of the tenth house, but here a wider field is provided for the
utilisation of the talents of the Self. The seventh is connected more with
experiences related to the Not-self, taken in the sense of Others ; friends,
partners, associates, all whose interests are blended with those of the
native, whether 1n love or hate, help or nivalry ; and experiences gained
through this angle come quite as much through actions started by Others
as through those begun by Self. The fourth house may be said ina
sense to be neither personal nor individual, for here separation tends to be
lost or obscured; 1 the young or weak soul because of the lack of
strength to break through the bonds, and in stronger souls through
voluntary submuission to the needs of others.

These four angles are directly connected with the physical and
external world, and represent outgoing activities? originating in the Self
but affecting the Not-self very directly. They generally show the nature
of things that must be openly expressed, and therefore denote the fame,
reputation, public position, and general activities more clearly and

definitely than any of the other houses.

The Succedent houses, 1I, V, VIII, XI, are connected with desire,
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feeling, emotion, and with the guna tamas. They are not so open,
expressive, and full of action as the angles ; they are less on the surface
and also very much less changeful. Experiences and characteristics
based upon planets in these houses tend to continue unchanged or with
the minimum of alteration for long periods, sometimes all through the life.
Faults of character that arise out of planets here are far harder to over-
come than in the case of the angles, and the good qualities are never lost.
Evil aspects to the hyleg from these houses have more serious effects
upon health, and cause diseases that are long lasting and intractable; but
good aspects give great power to resist disease.

The second and fifth houses are rather more conservative and their
effects are somewhat less open than are the eighth and eleventh, these
two latter showing desire more externalised in action.

The Cadent houses, III, VI, IX, XII, are mental and show how
thought guides and directs both action and desire. Events that are
denoted by these houses taken alone are based upon and originate in
cognition rather than feeling or action. The state of the native's mind is
concerned here, the workings of his thought, and his power of mental
response. These houses are somewhat lacking in imtiative and are at their
best when working under a superior or when obeying the will of another,
although the natives do not always realise this and are sometimes
inclined to resent it and to endeavour to grasp power and authonty for
themselves, but they are not at their best or most fortunate when they do
so. The third and the ninth are the most definitely intellectual and also
the most positive ; they give many and varied interests, sometimes two
or more lines of activity carried on at the same time, and mental
versatility. The sixth and the twelfth houses relate more to workers and
occupations carried on in connection with masses of people ; they are also
more quiet, reserved, slow-moving, and less ambitious and independent;
events that arise out of them are either personal and private or are often
surrounded with mystery and secrecy.

These divisions of the heavens, angular, succedent and cadent in
their direct analogy with action, desire and cognition have a special
interest for those who understand the law of action and re-action, or
karma, and who accept the theory of reincarnation, since they reveal the
conditions through which each person has to work out his own destiny.

The rapidly moving Moon and the energetic, impulsive Mars are
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the two most characteristic heavenly bodies that belong to. the cardinal
angular cross, although in saying this it must not be supposed that they
rule the quadruplicity in any restricted and limited sense, for that is not the
case. Any planet whatever may be acted upon and influenced by Rajas, if
placed in one of these four houses, and the nearer it is to the cusps of the
houses, the four points of the cross, the stronger will be the influence
brought to bear upon it and manifested through it. The characteristics
of this cross are—rapidity of motion, frequency of change, restlessness,
separation, individualisation, and many other features that follow of
necessity from these and that vary according as to whether they are used
wisely and unwisely, for good or for evil.

The fixed succedent cross marks off one angle of the base of each of
the four triangles, namely those which form the cusps or first points of
the second, fifth, eighth and eleventh houses and signs. The Sun and
Saturn are typical members of this fixed quadruplicity, the characteristics
of which are :—fixedness, slowness of motion, infrequency of change,
self-centredness, strength to resist outside influences, will-power, tenacity
and steadfastness. Like all other powers these can be used either for
good or for evil, and they vary according as they act through fire, air,
water, or earth.

The common cadent cross marks off the second angle of the base of
each of the four triangles, namely those which form the cusps or first
points of the third, sixth, ninth and twelfth houses and signs. Mercury
and Jupiter are the two planets that have rule here. The characteristics
of this quadruplicity are rhythmical motion, adjustment, balance,
transference of force, the establishment of relations, order, coherence, the
shaping of form, the building of vehicles, the drawing together of otherwise
separate units, whether in matter or in consciousness.

THE RELATION OF SIGNS AND PLANETS TO HOUSES

Having grasped the idea that the houses are the concrete expression
of life in the physical body, it will be readily understood that their natural
significance and strength can be either increased or lessened according to
whether the signs and planets are similar in nature to the houses in which
they fall, or the contrary.

Any sign may fall on the cusp of any house, but for our present
purpose it is sufficient to confine the attention to the three crosses or,
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quadruplicities, in regard to which the following table shows the possible
number of variations.

Angles Succedents Cadents
Cardinal Fixed Mutable
Fixed Matable Cardinal
Mutable Cardiral Fixed

Cardinal signs on angles will considerably increase the tendency to
activity, mental or physical, or both; will bring the native before the
public for good or ill through his own doings, his own self-expression.
Should the majority of planets be here also, a life of extreme activity
and full of interests and varied experiences will result ; but if the aspects
are malefic there will be much strife and contention, rivalry and opposition,
friends lost, ties broken, and enemies made. .

Fixed signs on angles bring desif® forward into activity ; states of
consciousness motived by desire pass outward 1nto action, and it must be
remembered that the word desire includes an almost endless series of
feelings and emotions, high and low, simple and complex. In addition,
there will be manifested the aversion to change, and the display of more
or less obstinacy, steadfastness, rigidity, conservatism, or indolence, that
are charactenstic of this quadruplicity.

Mutable signs on angles indicate that cognition and action are being
brought into touch ; actions are performed from motives that originate
in thought rather than in feeling; and there will be displayed features that
belong to this class, dualism in thought or feeling or action, adaptability,
the judicial attitude, ind:fference, and so on.

The man of action, whose thoughts and feelings are chiefly concerned
with practical results in the outer world, finds easier expression if cardinal
signs are on the angles. An organiser, a statesman, a merchant, a
philanthropist would benefit more by coming under fixed signs. A writer,
a clerk, a publisher, an editor, a traveller, a divine, a physician, a nurse,
will be best if associated with mutable signs on angles.

In all these cases planetary positions are highly important. If they
corroborate the indications of the rising sign the horoscope will be greatly
intensified, but when the two contradict each other the result may either
be a blend of both or the planetary quadruplicity may outweigh the
ascendant in importance.

It is not necessary to consider here all the combinations that can be
brought about. Cardinal signs and angles are more directly concerned
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with events and happenings in the outer world that seem either very
self-initiated or else inevitable. Fixed signs and succedent houses have
more to do with desire or will and the movement towards action. Mutable
signs and cadent houses have more bearing upon thoughts than upon
actions. ’

Signs and planets that were in succedent or cadent houses at birth
are more or less latent in the early years of life, and they pass outward
into action as they progress towards the angles by the directional motion
of the horoscope.

This makes the angles the most important part of the map from the
outward point of view, and perhaps the most desirable also until we
realise that actions produce environment, ill as well as good. This may
be illustrated by watching the two extremes shown by Saturn, the planet
of limitation and resistance. On® man with Saturn rising may treat all
difficulties and obstacles as opportunities for the exercise of his will and
resourcefulness, and by exhibiting the virtues of patience and perseverance
may achieve success and honour. Another man, resenting his limitations
and brooding over his wrongs, may allow himself to be checked and
thwarted, and will sink into depression and despair. Character, as shown
by zodiacal position and aspects will account for these differences.
Opportunities for action will come to both, but the attitude of mind will
decide the use that will be made of them.

The following classification of signs is based upon suggestions con-
tained in the Pranava Vada.

Self Not-Self Relation Summation
ARIES TAuRrRUS GEMINI CANCER
Leo VirGo LiBRA Scorpio
SAGITTARIUS CAPRICORN AQUARIUS Pisces

Let us conclude by emphasising that there are two chief ways in
which the signs and houses may be classified. They may be regarded as
consisting of three crosses, or four triangles. When taken as four triangles,
these are compared with the four so-called elements or states of matter,
earth, water, air and fire ; giving the triangle of fire with its apex to the
east, that of air with its apex to the west, that of earth with its apex at
the zenith, and that of water with its apex at the nadir—an idea which is
further elaborated in our next Chapter.
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CHAPTER VI

THE Houskgs (Continued)

... Tue Virgins of Light have their clothing in (i) Kingdom, (ii) Wisdom,
(iii) Victory, (iv) Persuasion, (v) Purity, (vi) Truth, (vii) Confidence, (viii)
Patience, (ix) Frankness, (x) Goodness, (xi) Justice, (xii) Light. These twelve
virgins correspond to the twelve signs of the zodiac.

IN the present Chapter we shall pursue the subject on the same general
lines as in the former, but with special attention to the practical applica-
tion of the i1deas there put forth.

From a geometrical point of view each horoscope may be regarded
as composed of four interlaced triangles, the apex of a triangle appearing
at each of the four points of the cross in the circle.

The Earthy Triangle has its apex in the tenth house, and its base
from the second to the sixth. This 1s the purely physical division
representing fame, honour, reputation and the whole of the physical or
bodily well being; 1ts limitations are worldly renown and either world-
wide fame or notoriety. It represents through the second house, physical
possessions, wealth and the accumulation of money ; and through the
sixth house, work, employment, food, servants and service of all kinds.

The Watery Triangle, representing the psychic and emotional nature,
has its apex in the fourth house, the house of the home, infancy, feeling,
the reception of sensations and all psychic experiences. It has its base
from the eighth to the twelfth house ; the eighth representing the genera-
tive and re-generative tendencies, the fixing of feelings and the influence
of others, and the twelfth representing purification of emotions, realisation
through feelings, and self-undoing through the misuse of personal feelings.

The Fiery Triangle has its apex in the first house, the house of the
brain and mental outlook, and has its base from the fifth to the ninth
house. These houses are said to represent the past (5th), the present (1st),
and the future (9th). This is owing to the mental states represented by
them ; the fifth, Fixed-Fire or inherited mental qualities—past karma ;
the first, the house of the new and unformed mind, liable to change like
the quality of rajas, Cardinal-Fire ; and the ninth, the house of that which
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triangle, in whatever order, there will be a harmonious expression of force
on the physical plane. The same applies to the watery signs and the
psychic plane.

Mars exalted in Capricorn and the Moon in Taurus in the physical
triangle show that they have affimty with the purely physical mode of
life, and generally denote a harmonious blending of the physical with the
etheric sheath. In the case of the Moon, ruler of the psychic triad, the
physical and the astral are shown to be well knit together, and not easily
separated ; a strong physical heredity is denoted, and usually the fact
that family ties are strong and not easily broken. It generally gives a
well-balanced personality.

The exaltation of Mars denotes that the body will not be easily
dissolved.

Planets in the fourth house affect the psychic triangle. Saturn, to a
certain extent, is inimical to 1t, tending to make it too concrete and too
much affected by physical conditions. Mercury and Uranus are not well
placed nere, the nervous system being too sensitive. Mars here is not
good for health, being disruptive and disintegrative. Jupiter having
exaltation in the fourth sign i1s favourable here, giving expansion and full-
ness. It will be noted that the benefic planets Jupiter and Venus are the
strongest 1n this triangle, both having sympathy with the emotional and
psychic nature.

THE INTERLACED TRIANGLES OF THE INDIVIDUALITY

In Diagram V. we have the interlacing of the higher and lower mental
triads. They are concerned more with the individual, and represent the
objective and subjective states of the mind, also the masculine and
feminine expression of the human being.

The first house is the apex of the mental body or the mind, as it
manifests through the brain. The triangle itself may be said to represent
so much mind-stuff, which receives 1ts colouring from the signs at its
apex and base.

The houses show the flow of the mind stuff, limited by the brain
and its ramifications. It is primarily affected by the self in the first house,
is expressed in generation through the fifth, and as creation through the
ninth. The planetsin these houses have a direct influence upon the mind
of the native; the Sun in the first illuminating the mind in the brain, in
the fifth giving much generative force, and in the ninth stimulating the
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creative faculties; for the Sun gives life to whatever triangle it occupies.
The Moon in either of these houses gives a psychic type of mind, and
increases mental receptivity. Uranus gives originality to the mind, and
Neptune makes it dreamy. Jupiter expands it, Saturn contracts it,
and Venus refines it, while Mars tends to make it assertive and forceful.
Any of the fiery signs coming in the order of this triangle favours the
mind in its normal evolution. It has a subordinate affinity with the airy
signs, but not with the earthy or watery.

The airy triplicity having its apex in the seventh house is concerned
with the higher or spiritual mind. It 1s the triangle of refinement and
unity and is more directly connected with the Higher Ego than any of the
other triangles. While intertwined with the fiery triplicity, it represents
the subjective and objective types of mind, the one re-acting upon the
other. It has a sub-affinity with the watery triangle, but little, if any,
with the earthy.

The airy triplicity has more affinity with Uranus than with any other
planet and Saturn has its exaltation in Libra, the apex sign of this
triangle. When the concretions of the lower mind are dissolved, the
individuality of every human being 1s weighed in the balance of Libra,
the sign in which the personality is finally merged into the individuality.



CHAPTER VII

THE ZoODIAC ESOTERICALLY CONSIDERED

THE descent and re-ascent of the Soul cannot be disconnected from the
zodiacal signs, and it seems more in accord with the fitness of things to believe
in a mysterious sympathy between the metaphysical soul and the bright
constellations, and in the influence of the stars upon that soul than in the absurd
notion that the creators of Heaven and Earth have placed in Heaven the types
of twelve Jewish tribes. Secret Doctrine.

IN Esoteric Astrology the zodiac is the boundary line of the earth’s
sphere of influence, and the picture gallery of what 1s known as the
astral light, the subtle form of existence at the base of our material
universe. In this astral light the whole of the world’s history is pictorially
represented, from the beginning to the end of its cycle, and the zodiac is
the synthesis of the world’s substance in which the record of all events,
past, present, and future, are preserved and retained as the eternal
memory. It is the book of life that is read on Judgment Day. The
esoteric zodiac is, therefore, a sensitive plate forming a link between the
subjective and objective sides of nature, connecting Heaven and Earth,
or spirit and matter.

Although the zodiac is the Astrologer’s Alphabet, from which he
obtains the words of power to interpret his astrological symbolism, it is
a circle of mystery more profound than the planets. The vital impor-
tance of the zodiac has long been established, and its nature 1s so far
revealed as to leave no doubt concerning its influence upon human life
and destiny. It is said, however, that the key to unlock the mysteries of
the zodiac has to be turned seven times, and the truth of this statement
is obvious when we know that each sign 1s an ideograph, a number, a
colour, a tone, etc., the whole combined representing nature’s perfect
sounding board.

Mathematically the zodiac is one in the completeness of its circle,

but in its inherent nature it is divisible. It 1s the womb of the earthly
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universe in which the germ of the eternal substance is placed, and out of
which all forms and shapes are born, each character containing within it
an essential quality from the sign of its birth.

Just as the Sun’'s rays illuminate and vitalise each degree of the zodiac,
so do the rays of the Monad passing into the womb of the earthly
universe, give to each Ego its own peculiar tone and colouring ; and
although those rays are eternally pure and immaculate, they become
attached to forms or vehicles of expression, which, absorbing other
tones and colourings, produce confusion for the Ego, thus leading him
into conditions that account for the peculiar nature of his destiny.

Each individualised self coming into separate existence is a pure ray
of the Divine Light, enclosed in a colourless film of immaculate sub-
stance. It is a seed cast into the phenomenal worlds, in order that it
may grow like unto the Father in Heaven. Before, however, it can
reéach these worlds, this seed must pass through one of those rays that are
directly connected with the Lords of the zodiacal signs, for without this
connecting link no intelligent ingress can be made into the earthly
universe. These rays are known as the “ Sons of Mind,” each having a
particular sound and colour which they impart to the individuals under
their protection and guidance. They are the eternal links between spirit
and matter, and through these Sons of Mind man has derived his
thinking principle. Man!s spiritual heredity is therefore derived from
those seven Lords of Light who are the seven spirits before the throne of
God, and they guide him, through the influence of the seven planets, to
the sign under which he is born. In essence, as a “ Divine Fragment,”
man’s spirit comes down from the plane of the Logos with His possi-
bilities unexpressed. Through the agency of the Divine Rays he draws
around the spirit on the upper mental plane matter to express himself,
and thus creates as his vepicle a causal body, having within it the
primary colouring of the Father in Heaven. Within this causal body
evolves the Ego, the consciousness in man, which knows itself as ‘I am
1" ; and from this causal body a ray is cast into the physical body at birth,
known in the physical world as the Personality.

On the physical plane we view man as a composite being of Spirit,
Soul and Body.

The Spirit of man is a centre in the universal consciousness—a unit
of consciousness.

The soul of man is spiritual, human or animal, according to the plane
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or quality of matter with which his consciousness is, for the time being,
identifying itself.

The body of man is the vehicle with which he diréctly contacts the
plane upon which he is functioning; thus, to express himself on the
physical plane he requires a solid physical body, on the Soul plane an
astral body, and on the Spiritual plane, a refined, or pure mind body.

It is these bodies or vehicles of consciousness that we trace in the
zodiacal signs, the physical body being the vehicle on the physical plane
for the expression of all that can be manifested through it of the subtler
or more refined states of consciousness; for every human being is in
essence divine. It is, therefore, a question of individual unfoldment
through a variety of forms, in which temperament and quality of matter
play their most vital and important part.

The divisibility of the zodiac provides a choice of suitable vehicles
for every conceivable type of Ego, and although the fundamental
principles are the same for all, each individual has plenty of scope, within
certain limitations, to express himself freely where method is concerned.
He has much longitude within a certain latitude, so to speak.

These fundamental principles are allied to the Will, Wisdom and
Activity aspects of consciousness and have their lines of least resistance
for expression in the worlds of form, through the fixed, mutable and
cardinal signs respectively ; each sign belonging to these qualities having
a sevenfold expression, thus producing innumerable sub-influences.
These signs of quality also give to each body its stability, flexibility, and
responsive power. They compose the three main quadruplicities of the
zodiac, out of which the four triplicities of elements are formed. Itis
through these seven distinct groups that each simple zodiacal sign, as an
ideograph, colour, sound or number, obtains its greatest complexity.
This complexity begins when the circle of the zodiac is divided into two
halves of positive and negative signs, forming, by their alternating
positions, the two great dragons of life and form indissolubly entwined.

Each sign, positive or negative, is an ideograph of enormous
importance in unravelling the secrets of nature when its hieroglyphic is
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