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PROLOGUE

I a man tells me the way to a certain place,
{ I may believe him, and my faith in what he
| told me may prove helpful when I have to
i g0 that road.

The picture of the road in my mind will be much more
accurate if, from an aeroplane, e.g., I am enabled to see
that road and the surrounding country for myself.

But if, at last, I wish to know the road and to arrive
by it at my destination without any help from others, I
shall have to tread it, step by step, by my own effqrts, ~

Such is the case with the road to Knowledge, in
spiritual as well as in human and physical matters.
There are three stages : that of believing, that of seeing,
and that of doing. It is only on the latter stage that a
man can claim the right to say—though modestly in
view of his imperfect modes of apperception—I know.

Says the Voice of the Silence: *‘ Thou canst not
travel on the Path, before thou hast become that Path
itself.”

The present work intends to help students to see and
encourage them to tread the Path.

13






ELEMENTS OF
ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY-

I
THE WORLD OF NOUMENA

HE Law of Analogy is the first Key to the
World-problem . . . the first and most
important Key to cosmic physics; but it
has to be studied in its minutest details,
and ‘ turned seven times’, before one comes to undere
stand it,”” wrote H, P, Blavatsky in The Secret Dottrine
(I. 662 and 174). o

Every Law is a Relation and the most important
aspect of cosmic law is the relation of Noumenon to
Phenomenon.*

“ It is impossible to understand anything without a
cause,” is another of H. P. Blavatsky’s hits. It 1s im-
possible to grasp any real idea of the happenings in our
world of phenomena without an understanding of the
noumena, which lie at the back of it in the cosmos.
Simple phenomenal causality will not give any other
explanation than a purely mechanical one.

So it is impossible to come to any reasonable idea
about astrological facts without their noumenon® of
cosmic laws. As Pythagoras said, *let nobody entef

* Compare Natural Phiosophy, p. 148.
15




16 ELEMENTS OF ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY

(his school of Mysteries) who has no understanding
of Geometry”; so we might as well warn the in-
tellectual democracy of our age: “let nobody take to
Astrology who has no understanding of Theosophy ";
the latter meant in the general and pure sense of Cosmic
Philosophy.

There is noumenon over noumenon and cause after
cause; and many a cause, which is still a noumenon
to our world of the outer senses, carries a very real
existence as a phenomenon in itself, The * turning
of the Key” hints at the gradual * descent” into
phenomenal existence, and one turn of it is just the
step from one phenomenal stage back to its direct
catise Or nouMmMenon,

If viewed from the side of the Prima Causz the
phenomenal expressions range from the most high,
clevated and relatively abstract, down to the most low,
condensed or “involved”” and concrete,

One feature has to be well remembered : every
noumenon stands all-potent over the collective phe-
nomena created by it. The word * creating” seems
the only right one in this place.

With regard to Cosmic Philosophy we wish to plead
the liberty to endorse the burden to Madame Blavatsky.
Never in the history of Western thought has there been
anything written on this universal subject equal to the
Secret Doctrine. And if people do not choose or are
not gble to study this work entirely, we would recom-
mend a special study of its Proem to get at the Cosmic
balis of AsTRoLOGY, which we propose to understand
as the Lore of the Stars . . . in every way.

" In a way, “astro-logia,” of course, means the
language of the stars, i.e. the collectivity of com-
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munications emitted from cosmic centres of radiation.
As soon as we speak of “words” or *language,”
however, we are in the domain of human mind and so
* astrology * has got a meaning wider than that of pure
technics or physics: it bears relation to human char-
acter, thought, feeling, and action as well. So astrology
stands to technical sciences, including astronomy, 1 the
same relation as a living plant stands to machinery.
Astrology per se is the phenomenology of Cosmic
Law.

In Natural Philosophy we have traced this Law as far
as the facts of nature are able to induce. We shall have
to go one step further now, though we are not going to
lose sight altogether of the phenomenal world, no more
than does the Secret Doctrine, where it treats * the
Nirvanic plane” and even higher ones. Even the
highest, the “ Maha-para-nirvanic plane *—considerec
as a plane—makes an appeal to our imagination? and
thus far takes rank in phenomenology. And, though
Man possesses the faculty of abstract thinking, it may
be useful to offer to his imagination some lines to hold
fast, the same as in geometry.

Still, there would scarce be such an idea in the human
mind, if there were not such a condition in the Universe,
and subsequent imaginary planes above the plane of
phenomena—generally called the *physical plane '—
may well be taken as the sub-planes of Macrocosm
versus which this plane of phenomena with its sub-
planes and numberless gradations stands as Microcogm.

The denomination * world or plane of phenomejgl '
appears more accurate than that of * physical world " :
perhaps the latter bearing a narrower meaning, vize
that of the domain of our human senses and our
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‘ physical body ' ; ethereal regions may and will surely
have their own phenomena: they do belong to the
phenomenal world. *

The *imaginary’ Macrocosm, on the other hand,
stands out as the noumenal world in excelsis.

@ L 4 & +

The Law of Numbers is perhaps the first practical
law. We are not going to make it our special object
of study in the present volume, but we shall be obliged
to point out the very first appearances of it :

Universal one-ness lies at the root of it all, and Physics
cannot deny it any more than occultism could. The One
in All is the synthesis of Religion as well as of Science
and Philosophy. Ways of reasoning to ‘ prove ” the
One can only be futile, as One is the Primordial and Self-
existent. Still; we may acknowledge the One and find
Hinx back in All. It is the cause sous-entendu of every
other cause and of upiversal interdependence.

The two-fold appears from the One and the Other of
which one will be the Positive and the other the Negative
—from which, as the third, the Relation between the
two springs forth, which will prove to be of a four-fold
nature : work or activity,

In the preceding volume we have demonstrated the
twelve proceeding from the three crosses of work : the
potential, the ideal, and the real,

Let us recapitulate and come to consider the Twelve
Cauises of Existence as the essentials of twelve ¢ imaginary’
microcosmic sub-planes, or rather six of them, each
m -their subjective and objective versions—the twelve

«Nidanas of Buddhism.*
* Compare Natural Philosophy, p. 129.
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The potential cross is the ‘ work ’ of * the Most High ’
and consists of the Four Elements in potential condition.
It is here that the principles of Spirit and Matter, Life
and Substance come into being. Categorically they may
be presented as two subsequent stages of noumenal
being, i.e, that of Absolute Being (Spirit-Matter) :
highest noumenal * plane,” subjective-objective absolute-
ness : Aries-Taurus ; and of Absolute Relativity (Life-
Substance) : second highest noumenal ‘ plane,” sub-
jective-objective duality : Gemini-Cancer.

The ideal cross is the ‘work’ of the Soul of the
Universe, of (God) the Son and of King Solomon on
Earth. It conmsists of the Four Elements in their ideal
condition. They produce the cosmic principles of
Presence and Consciousness, Relation and Condition,
which represent two more stages of noumenal being,
ot imaginary ¢ planes,” the first one that of the spiritua
Spark, spoken of in religion as the divine Son in Man,
born from ‘ Virgin Matter’, which is the root of all
consciousness : subjective and objective divinity : Leo-
Virgo ; the other one that of Cosmic Law, subjective and
objective, i.e, as the law of what will be and what will
exist (or not be) : Libra-Scorpio.

The real cross of the Macrocosm is the * work * of the
Universal Emanation, Universal Mind of the Great
Architect, as it has been called in Freemasonry. Here
the Four Elements in their aspect of reality appear and
produce the principles of Motion and Form, Appearance
and Experience. 'Two more noumenal stages or imagin-
ary ‘ planes ' : that of Emanation or Thought, subjective
and objective : Sagittarius-Capricorn; and that® of
Cosmic Interrelation, idem : Aquarius-Pisces. °

In the image of an imaginary sphere, as the
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objective image of the Universe, the three crosses lie
thus :

*PpEr SISO

s

Fic. 1.—The Three Crosses.

We may conceive the Twelve—Causes of Existence—
as lying concealed abstract and so without dimensional
expréssion in every geometrical point of the Universe.

For the convenience of students of the Secret Doctrine
—to which the present work may do service as a means of
introduction—we shall present the scheme of ¢ imaginary
planes’ together with the denominations which they
bear in the said magistral exposition of Cosmic Phil-
osophy. (See p. 21.)

If we agree that on the Absolute there should not be
—nor could there be—any talk and that even the abstract
thought power of Man cannot reach beyond Presence
and Consciousness, it is here that our imagination may
set to work. This is meant, of course, by Christian
thlology teaching that The Most High is Ever Unknow-
able, and that we know ‘ God the Father * only by the
Son who still is one with the Father in Eternity.

So practically the noumenal or spiritual world starts
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at the Divine Spark : Leo. But if so, it does not end
at the Pisces-stage. Once the law of the twelve causes
has sprung into being, it must continue to be and to
appear :

The two noumenal crosses are to be distinguished as
the Cosmic Spirrtual and the Cosmic Psychical respec-
tively, The latter now becomes direct noumenon or
cause of the Cosmic Physical—which we are able to
cognise as the real plane of Creation. Here the cross
of * work " appears first in the positive and the negative
electron-principles and the positive and negative mag-
neton-principles, which constitute the four principal
stages of the ethereal world, or rather two stages or
* planes,” in conformity with the higher Aries, Taurus,
Gemini, Cancer. These will be as much * absolute ’
to the rest of *the Physical Plane ’ as their ancestors
stand, to the spiritual world. It means—as we know—
that the ether is omnipotent with regard to physical
phenomena and is their direct noumenon and cause,
‘ mnspired ” as it 1s by the power and force of the Twice
Four, This great truth we find expressed in the ancient
Eight-pointed Star or the Double Square in Freemasonry
of which we find traces amongst the Sumerians and
Kassites as far back as in 1150 and even 1350 B.C. In
the Louvre Museum at Paris there are boundary stones
dating from those times and on which the kings evidently
invoked the Higher Powers to the protection of their
territory by means of the symbols of the Sun, the Moon,
anjl the Eight-pointed Flaming Star: the two visible
lights in the Heavens, ruling Day and Night in the
world of phenomena, and the unvisible Astral Light,
ruling the world of Noumena,

The phenomenal or material world starting with Aries
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again, we will immediately have to observe the ethereal
and the physical * planes ” (that which the Eastern phil-
osophy distinguishes as a-rupa and rupa respectively :
non-form versus form), the former standing once more in
a causal relation to the latter.

One principal difference between the Noumenal and
Phenomenal is this: the former 1s One and Indivisible,
the nature of the latter is ‘ legion " and of phenomena there
are as many and varied specimens as you can umagine.
Here the different gradations of * created ” worlds spring
into existence, the one within the other, higher and
lower in type, more and more * involved ’ in dense matter
and of varied extensions in space. So, strictly speaking,
it is only now and in the phenomenal world that the
Aries-Taurus stage can be said to contain the tanmatra-
guna, i.e. to be the source of measures to the physical
plane and in the same way the Gemini-Cancer stage t¢
contain the fattva-guna, in other words the partiCulars
of law and formation upon which the constructions in
the physical world will be built.*

So there will be many * physical worlds * in concreto,
as we have already considered in the former volume
(Natural Philosophy), one being the Elder, the Parent
and the Master to the other. Indeed: our human
powers of conception and intelligence, as far as they
are conditioned by the consciousness of a physical body
and physical brains and nerves, may develop much
higher than the majority of Mankind at present ;even
suspects, but will never be able to grasp any idea qf a
Divine Power or God or Creator save in some shape or
condition as a Power in a * physical ’ existence. As a
matter of fact, every religion from the remotest times up

* Compare Natural Philosophy, pp. 83 and 4.
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to the present date, with not a single exception, has
spoken of God and of the Gods as powers related to and
in immediate connection with this physical world and
Man'’s physical existence therein, even so the Christian
creed, which makes so much of the transcendency of
God. There would have been no reason whatever to
speakof God or Gods, who did not stand in this relation
and were totally unimaginable and unmtelligible, as
well as uninteresting to us and our existence.

Now, speaking in general, the Aries-principle in the
phenomenal world is that of the positive electron, Gemini
that of the negative electron, moving about the centre.
The former is the inspirer of the Sun in every system,
the latter’s nature is of the planetary order. The Taurus-
principle is that of the positive, Cancer that of the nega-
tive magneton and magnetism,

But there is no reasén why our human physical senses
should indicate the only possible phenomena. We—
men of Western civilisation and thought—will have to
accustom ourselves to this idea, which includes the
possibility—nay, the fact—of existence of other worlds
within the Physical Plane, and to the subsequent idea,
that every appearance or physical body is the vehicle
(vahdna) of a series of * higher principles ’ in conformity
with those abstract twelve (or six), which preceded the
appearance of the Physical Plane in toto, i.e. the phe-

nomenon of a twelve- (or six-) fold:noumenon. Cosmic
reason for the astrological facts again,
The twelve causes of existence always and everywhere

repeat t?le{nselvgs. In a way the physical appearance—
as a principle—is number thirteen. Maybe this is as
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much the reason for considering this number the
“lucky lot " as for looking upon it as one of mishap,
In another way—and so the theosophical teachings

generally have it—we may consider the vehicle as the
seventh principle.

If so, the following ensuyeg -

The origin of Creation lies in the interaction between
the Self and the Not-Self, and this takes place in the
Relation between the Two.* This law we encounter in
every case and in every respect, From it springs the
Law of Seven, because the Self a5 well as the Not-Self
becommes a tri-unity, the two sides being linked together
in their third aspect (reality),

As soon as Duality has sprung into Being, Spitit-
Matter have presented the first aspect of Self-Not-Self
and the ‘ Relation” entered the Iaw «of Numbers ag
the Third Principle, which made the Self Three angd the
Not-Self Three also. Three on the side of Spitit and
Three on the side of Matter,  °

Natural Philosophy demonstrated Spirit as that which
is cognisable by Radiation, Matter by Attraction. Now
radiation comes from within, characterises the Centre,
Attraction goes to the Centre, coming from without,
So this 1s the reason why in occultism and religion Spirit
always has been symbolised by—and naturally means—
the Central or inside, inner and Noymenal, the Original,
the Abstract, the Essential, the Non-Dimensional and
One-ness ; Matter the Spacious or outside, outer and
Phenomenal, the Subsequent, the Concrete, conditioral,
the Dimensional and Mudtifariousness.

In this way the Three on the side of Spirit first of al]

* Compare The Science of Peqce, by Bhagavan Das. Theos, P.S,,
London-Benares, 1904,
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have the meaning of the non-dimensional and abstract,
and the only way of symbolising this is by a mathe-
matical point. These three will be : Spirit-in-potenti-
ality, -in-ideality, -in-reality, The latter is the mathe-
matical point endowed with Cosmic Life, however:
And here we have the perfectly abstract principles
which FEastern theosophy names: Adi-Anupadaka-
Atma, the latter being Spirit in its third aspect, reality,
that is, the Spiritual Spark, the highest possible principle
to human conception ; and consequently the summit of
divine existence to Man. This
means that from Atma or the sign
. Leo the Divine World begins.
\ Before the creative Spark merges
| into the Mental-Astral-Physical
of the material or phenomenal
world, it has to clothe itself in

ATMB Cosmic Law : giving the  manner
Fic. 2.—The Threefold 12 Which " it does. This principle
Spark. of Cosmic Law (Buddhi) conse-

quently takes the same place between the Spark and the
Material World(s) as the Astral between the Mental and
the Physical, or the Relation between the Self and the
Not-Self. Asamatter of fact: Cosmic Law is the* Word’
which was spoken by * God ’ (Atma) ‘ in the Beginning,’
as the Gospel of St. John hasit: the way in which ‘ God’
rules * the World,” the latter taken as the collective
name, in this way, for the Mental, the Astral, and the
Physical together, being, so to say, the complete Mechan-
ism of Creation or of the Phenomenal World. And when
we take the World of Matter or Phenomena to originate
from its Mental centre and to be reckoned converged
into it, we may again see the Spark and the Law as the
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animating inner principles in tri-unity with Thought
(Mahat). From Thought or the sign Sagittarius thus
originates the World of Man, the
Thinker.

Thought flashes out—the conditional
centre of creation being the origin of a
conditioned world. The Physical here
springs into existence as the circum-
ference around mental centrality : the
screen upon which mental images are
cast.* With the initiative upon this
screen, or the sign Aries, the Fie. 3.
World of Nature or world of physical existence
starts.

Above it the World of Noumena, viewed from a
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F16. 4—The Sevenfold in diagram.

creative or subjective standpoint and including the
Physical principle, now can be seen as a seven-fold.
If we consider the lower circle and take this symbol

* Compare Natural Philosophy.
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to the point, which we are certainly justified to do, we
see that the circumference meaning the Physical is not
only giving a conditioned image of that which will
follow : phenomenal formation, but also of that which
has preceded : noumenal being. This is what accounts
for our tendency and faculty to see abstract principles
as * planes ” and * make images of God " in the likeness
of Man. Symbols, like numbers, speak great truths to
those who can read them.

In this scheme of seven principles we note that Cosmic
Law—in human parlance : Wisdom-Love—is the media-
trix ; we shall have to bear in mind that analogy reigns
everywhere in the Universe, and so we are prepared to
find the repetition of Three subjective and Three objec-
tive, united by some law of relation, again.

Aifiother view gives the Relation as a four-fold, as
well as the Self and the Not-Self and produces the twelve
causes of existence. And one may come to see the Self
as well as the Not-Self and the Relation each as a
twelve-fold. It is as well possible to see each of the
three as a seven-fold. Et cetera. The different use of
numbers does not imply any arbitrarily leaving out or
adding of principles, but depends solely from arrange-
ment of the principles according to philosophical views,

Continuing on the Law of Numbers :

The important significance of the three pervades the
universe everywhere and on every point. Every religion
has 1t as one of its fundamental tenets and from Plato
to ‘Hegel it has been at the foundation of Western
philosophy as well. We take its philosophical and
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magical significance for granted here; but we wish to
underline it. And where the three of Spirit and the three
of Matter meet in reality, the third aspect of both, the
uniting principle springs up as the seventh. So the
vehicle or phenomenon is the link between the passive
triune possibility of the World of Matter and the active
triune power of Spirit. This linking principle i what
we find in the Secret Doctrine under the name of antah-
karana. After the six ‘imaginary’ planes of the
Macrocosm the plane of the physical is also the seventh 3
in other words meaning the same : the physical existence
or phenomenon 1s qualitate qua: the seventh. Seven
thus is the number of Manifestation ; Creation on its
active side, while twelve was the number of the passive
side of creation. Twelve is the number of causes, seven
that of effects. It is exactly the effect, the phetiomenon,
which makes from even numbers odd numbers (which,
says Pythagoras, are the divine ones) and starts i * ven
planes’ “ the ripple of effect” as well as “ the great
tidal wave ” of evolution.

We shall encounter the seventh 1 every instance in
the universe and in its phenomenology : astrology.*
In the Christian Scriptures it is the Seven Spirits before
God’s Throne as well as in those of ancient Hinduyism
the Seven Great Rishis. We shall prove that in astrology
the * seven planets ” of old will remain * seven * notwith-
standing the fact that astronomy explains the Sun and
the Moon to be no ‘ planets * and discovered new planets
since—may discover others still. And we shall prove,
too, that seven planets are born from six spheres, which
in itself is a remarkable demonstration of the Law of
Creation and of that of Number. Physics, moreover,

* Compare Natural Philosophy, p. 129.
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has brought abundant proof of the seven as the number
of an existing rhythm in Nature, in the spectral differ-
entiation of light and the scale of sound as well as in
the order of chemical elements shown in Mendeleéff’s

table,



11
THE WORLD OF PHENOMENA

W every phenomenal world being built upon
he pattern of the noumenal world, we may as
\f well consider the scheme of imaginary planes
: il a5 one of real sxgmﬁcance, and consequently
the planes themselves as in reality sub-planes of the
Universal Physical Plane. In every instance a particular
sub-plane, the seventh, will stand as the specific
* physical plane ’ to that cosmos or * system.’

Together with the other bodies of our solar systermand
with all stellar systems of the visible universe our Earth
and human existence on it belong to a physical (sub-)
plane, which we shall call hereafter our physical plane,
but which does not exclude other * physical” or phe-
nomenal existence, nor deny the extension of a physical
plane much farther than the limit of our senses, even
within our solar system. When it is asked * could the
other planets be inhabited ¢’ we propose to answer :
“ why not ¢ ""—but the inhabitants need not be observ-
able to our senses. There may and there most certainly
will be many inhabitants of our own planet even, whom
we do not see nor hear nor touch with our present-day
conception of * physical * or phenomenal life.

There is more to be considered. If once we must
make allowance for phenomenal world-systems of many

31
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and varied gradations, we may as well immediately
conclude that the sub-planes conditioning our present
existence, physical, astral, mental, and so on, are but
sub-divisions of the relative planes of the solar system
first and of larger systems further on. This lies abso-
lutely in the line of astronomy which nowadays knows
perfectly well that every system in the visible universe
is part of a larger system and a law of organic structure
reigns supreme throughout it. If so, this is the actual
and real basis of astrology. Every physical globe in a
solar system is thus drifting in the etheric ocean of the
same, conditioned and entertained by it, like a fish
swimming in the water and, to a certain extent, man 1s
living in the air he breathes.

Tri-unity refgning supreme, we find that, after the
potentiality of the perfectly Noumenal World, we have
to consider the existence of a Macrocosm in the
Phenomenal World, which stands as our * Ideal,” our
Parental and Divine Prototype. In the most direct
sense this must be our solar system, or rather the
Cosmic Being of which it is the physical appearance.

Before proceeding in the regions of the Physical Plane
we have to state one more fact with regard to Tri-
unity ¢

We have already observed the trinity of potentiality-
ideality-reality. It will be clear that the appearance
of the physical form introduces the particular
phenomenon of the Law of Tri-unity which we
know in philosophy and religion as that of Spirit-Soul-
‘Body. Now in the relationship which ensues in the
Cosmos from this all-petvading trinity it will be useful
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to take our nomenclature so as to avoid the ever-repeated
too-lengthy descriptions. So let us call

The region of the spirit in every case the potential.

The region of the soul in every case the noumenal
or ideal.

The region of the body in every case the phenomenal
or real, k

and vice versa.

To be observed that we use the words in the strictly
philosophical sense always: so ‘real’ does not mean
‘true ' or genuine or veritable or suchlike : it means :
bearing the characteristics of ‘ work " or the result of
the working in the universe, which is the ‘ object,” the
apparent thing (Latin ¢ res).

This is perfectly in the line of the general use of
words ¢ Plato expressed the contrast and relation of thes
Ideal versus the Real by his well-known mamim :
Universalia sunt ante res, which 1s,.strictly speaking, not
contradicted by the French philosopher of the 12th
century, Abélard, when he put: Universalia sunt in res.
The tri-unity of the potential, the ideal and the real,
spirit, soul and body confirms both : the noumena go
before the phenomena, but they are in them as well,
But Plato is right above all when his maxim is meant
to express : the ideal is universal and stands primary
to the ‘real,’ its phenomenon.* The general use of
wotds like Realism and Idealism is exactly in the same
line.

Whosoever is not able to think in abstractions and to
see the relative reality and cosmic existence of the Ideal,
may submit to the matertalistic conception of Nominal-*

* Compare Natural Philosophy, p. 82.
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ism, which we find in Scholastic Philosophy, the pre-
ferred doctrine of the Jesuits, which holds noumena to
be * hollow and empty names only.”” In the history
of Christianity and Western thought there has been a
constant struggle for supremacy between Idealism and
Realism, the former under the patronate of Plato, the
neo-Flatonists, Humanism and its adherents, the latter
as the real philosophy of matter and of the body, doctrine
of Materialism with Aristotle as God-Father and under
the patronate of the Church of Christ (!), the Jesuits
and the rest of adherents to Scholasticism,

Astrology will prove Plato to be the philosopher of the
Soul, Aristotle and the Scholasticists philosophers of
the Body. But Plato, says H. P, Blavatsky, offers in his
philosophy, which is the * most elaborate compendium
of the abstruse systems of Old India,” the middle
-grotund between the Western mind and the abstract
phitosophy and cosmic mysticism of the East.*

For the rest we shall postpone the philosophy of
Ethics to a third volume, to appear under the title of
Astrology in Ethics, completing the trilogy with the
present volume and Natural Philosophy.

Looking over the twelve causes of existence now as
sub-planes of our direct Macrocosm, which to our
particular existence takes rank of ¢ cosmic soul,” we will
observe that of the three crosses the first (Aries-Taurus-
Gemini-Cancer) still holds the potency of it all, un-
manifested work of Sp:irit, per se; the second (Leo-
Virgo—L:tbra-Scorpio) is the cross of work from which
wﬂl spring the ideal and soul-life in our Microcosm,
“while the third (Sagittarius- -Capricorn-Aquarius-Pisces)

* Isis Unveiled, 1, XVII.
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is the cross from which derive the forces building the
oody. The latter takes also rank of ‘soul ” in relation
to the body. And even more so, since the former (Leo-

Leo
Virgo
Libra
Scorpio

Sagittarius

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

Physical Plane

Aries

Taurus
Gemini
Cancer

Virgo-Libra-Scorpio) practically takes rank of * spirit’
in this relation, where it is the effective potentiality.
Mysticism always maintained the Soul of Man to be
dual. The dual nature is proved here: the fortner
deriving from the Spirit and being of universal nature,
hence immortal, the other conditioning the life of the
Body, also conditioned by it and being of its mortal and
finite nature.

Including the cross of etheric activity there are again
twelve causes of existence to the Body, and the etheric
cross is the aspect of reality in the Cycle of Divinity,
Aries-Pisces. We might apply the name Cycle of the
Human Spirit to that of Leo-Cancer. And a third cycle,
of course, takes its origin with Thought, in the Mental
principle Sagittarius, which will condition the body
or form ; Sagittarius-Scorpio might well bear the name
of Cycle of the Human Soul. Again, on the Physical
Plane, the (lower) cycle of the Aries-Pisces may bear’
the name of Cycle of Nature. All this in the Universal
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significance. Again, projected one stage further, we find
in every particular creation: Leo-Cancer as the cycle

Sagittarius
Capricorn
Aquarius
Pisces

Physical Plane
Aries

Taurus

Gemint

Cancer

Leo

Virgo

Libra

Scotrpio :

of the spirit, starting at the will, Sagittarius-Scorpio as
the cycle of the soul, starting at thought power, and
Aries-Pisces now as the cycle of the body, initiated by
the activity of the positive electric centre.

The Physical Plane, grosso modo, is divided in a sub-
jective and an objective side, as well as every one of the
noumenal planes, the subjective being in this case the
ethereal or non-form, the objective the side of form or
vehicle. And together with the six ‘ higher * or nou-
menal planes we get the twice seven.

If * the seventh ’ is the vehicle, principally, then on
the Physical Plane the seventh sub-plane must be that
of the ‘ form * complete, the Law of the seventh stage,
Libra, incarnate or: in phenomenal expression. On
every cosmic plane the same.

Following the principles in the original macrocosmic
cycle,Aries-Pisces, we find for their respective meanings:

Aries: Fire potential: Universal Spirit; ' Origin
and subjective Being; absolute positivity, Will
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Supreme ; initiative ; The Eternal Father. (Para-
brahman.)

Taurus : Earth potential : Universal Matter ; founda-
tion and objective Being ; negative absoluteness ;
Possesston Supreme ; The Eternal Mother, (Mula-
prakriti.) *

Gemini : Air potential : Universal Life ; absolute rela-
tivity ; posittve duality. (Fohat.)

Cancer : Water potential : Universal Substance ; rela-
tive absoluteness ; negative duality. (Svabhavat.)

Leo : Fire ideal:; Universal Presence, which means
origin of individual being subjective ; individual
centre and, as far as dimension enters into being,
infinitely small ; source of One-ness in creation and
of Love with Man ; The Divine Spark. (Atma.)

Virgo : Earth ideal: Universal Consciousness, which
means foundation of individual being objective,
individual atom, circumference of the infinitely
small Spark; source of multifariousness and
atomicity ; source of Sensation in Man; Virgin
Matter.

Libra : Air ideal: Universal Relation, consequently
Law, as the relationship between the One and the

Manifold, which is the source of Geometry and of
Wisdom with Man ; Life of the Soul. (Buddhi.)

Scorpio : Water ideal: Universal Condition, by. the
attraction and binding of the One and the Many
together ; Cosmic Substance impregnated with
will, source of Desire in Man ; Spiritual Leaven.

Sagittarius : Fire real ; Universal Motion, consequently
in every instance coupled with direction; origin
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of causality and of inspiration, thinking and intelli~
gence in Man ; execution of the Will by moving
to the Aum; this means Thought. (Mahat :

Higher Manas.)

Capricorn : Earth real: Universal Formation™® ; prin-
ciple of result and effect; circumference of that
which was made by motion ; physics have proved
in the electron theory that motion builds the form
of the atom practically ; foundation of separateness
and of personality. (Ahamkara : Lower Manas.)

Aquarius : Air real: Universal Manifestation ; origin
of all cosmic induction and inter-relation ; pouring
out of the life into the form ; and life within the
form ; origin of intelligent life in Man, which is
* human nature ’; The * Astral Light.”

" Pisces : Water real: Universal Experience; cosmic

“substance, out of which thought, by impregnating
it, creates form ; consequently substantial relation
between the universal and the particular, and
therefore source of Feeling in Man ; The Cosmic
Ocean.

“The Hindus,” says T. Subba Row, *“ were ac-
quainted with the precession of equinoxes, as may be
easily seen from their works on Astronomy and from the
almanacs published by Hindu astronomers. Conse-
quently they were fully aware of the fact that the con-
stellations in the various zodiacal divisions were not
fixed. They could not, therefore, have assigned par-
mmlar shapes to these shifting groups of fixed stars with
“reference to the divisions of the Zodiac. But the names

* Compare Secret Doctrine, 11, 612 : Makara.
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indicating the zodiacal signs have been allowed to
remain unaltered. It 1s to be inferred, therefore, that
the names given to the various signs have no connection
whatever with the configurations of the constellations
included in them.” (Op. cit., p. 2.)

The same is the opinion of the Rev, E. Burgess, who
gave a translation of the Sirya Siddhdnta, textbook of
Hindu astronomy, in the Proceedings of the Royal
Astronomical Society for 1858 (May 17th) :

* There is nowhere in this work any allusion to them
as constellations, or as having any fixed position of
their own in the heavens : they are simply the names of
the successive signs into which any circle is divided,* and it is
left to be determined by the connection in any case
from what point they shall be counted ™ (p. 181).

The meaning is evident : though Hindu astronomers
appear to be well acquainted with the constellations,
they considered the ‘zodiacal signs’ to be *cosmic
causes ’ of existence and consequently to be the subsequent
phases or parts in every cycle of creating, becoming, evolu-
tion or action. This again is a most cardinal feature of
astrology.

So when people ask why and how influences so
specific and well defined as we know the zodiacal signs
to exert, could ever be ascribed to these constellations,
which are surely not all of them organic structures in
the figuration we see them in and whose composing
stars are placed on so very different distances,*the
questioner is on the wrong track. It is impossible to
offer any reasonable answer to questions about the
descent of the Zodiac and the Planets without a cosmic,
philosophy, Higher or Abstract Physics, Theosophy or”

* Ttalics mine. A.E. TH,
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whatscever one wishes to call it, explaining the process
of Natural Genesis and Evelution. The Western mind
may ever so much v to kick at * occultism ” and * the-
osophy,” one canmnot teach everything to everyone,
H. P. Blavatsky rightly says

“ Tt is useless to attempt to explain the mystery in full,
Rlateria'ists and the men of Modern Science will never
understand it, since, in order to obtain clear perception
of 1t, one has first of all to admit the postulate of
a universally diffused, omnipresent, eternal Deity in
Nature ; secondly, to have fathomed the mystery of
electricity in its true essence; and thirdly, to credit
man with being the septenary symbol, on the terrestrial
plane, of the One Great Unit, the Logos, which is Itself
the seven-vowelled sign, the Breath crystallised into the
Word. He who believes in all this, has also to believe

“in the multiple combination of the seven planets of
Occultism and of the Kabalah, with the twelve zodiacal
signs ; and attribute; as we do, to each planet and to
each constellation an influence which, in the words of
Mr. Ely Star (a French astrologer), * is proper to it,
beneficent or maleficent, and this, after the planetary
spirit which rules it, who, in his turn, is capable of
influencing men and things which are found in harmony
with him and with which he has any affinity.” (S.D.,
I, p. 107.)

“ The names assigned to these signs by the ancient
Sanskrit writers and their esoteric or literal meanings
are as follows :

Names of the signs: Esoteric literal meanings :

1. Mésham Ram or Aries.

2. Rishabham  Bull or Taurus.

3. Mithunam Twins or Gemini (male and female),

L
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Names of the signs: Esoteric literal meanings :

4. Karkatakam  Crab or Cancer.,

5. Simham Lion or Leo,

6. Kanya Virgin or Virgo.

7. Tula Balance or Libra.

8. Vrishikam Scorpion,

9. Dhanus Archer or Sagittarius.
10, Makaram Crocodile or Capricornus.
11, Kumbham Waterbearer or Aquarius.
12, Meenam Fish or Pisces.”

(Subba Row, ibid.)

On the other hand, the Hindu astronomers used other
names for their respective asterisms be it that in them
by force of legend and lore many of the Gods and
Goddesses belonging to the Zodiacal Hierarchies have
beenlodged. The Siirya Siddhdnta (ed.cit., pp. 327-341)
gives the following names for the constellations of the”
Zodiacal Belt :

Aries  Acvini. Libra Citrd.

Taurus Krttikd. Scorpio  Vigdkhd.

Gemini Mrgagirsha.  Sagittartus Mila.

Cancer Punarvasu.  Capricorn Ashddhé.

Leo Maghd. Aquarius Dhanishthd or
Cravzsh‘tka

Virgo  Phalguni. Pisces Bhadzapada.

Strictly speaking these asterisms are part of the 27
(28) nakshatrams or ¢ lunar mansions.’

For completeness’ sake we give also the primary
meanings of the Buddhist Niddnas analogous with the
zodiacal signs ¢

Aries Avidya Ignorance (No-knowing).
Taurus Samskaras  Total karma.,
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A

G 17 s QOpin to knowing,
Caltzr NEmurlps Nane-Form,
Les Sadyatanu Thz s:x connections
(senses).

Virgo Sparsa Touching.
=it Vedand Giving of Kaowledge.
Scoroio Trsnd Thirst,

nZ.inarivs Upddéna Giving of the Vehicle.
Cagriccrn Bheva Bulding.
Aguaries  jatl Coming forth.
Pisces Jardmaranam The Szacof (grain) Germs.

Concerning the Buddhist explanation of the twelve
causes, znd Egyptian, Babyloman and other lore on
the same we find interesting material in a booklet by
J. Henry van Stone : The Pathway of the Soul (L. N.
Fowler & Co., London, 1912).

We have another ancient witness of the deep signifi-
cance of zodiacal signs and planetary principles in the
Greater Arcana of the Tarot-system, which I have
sketched in outline in The General Book of the Tarot
(Rider & Co., London, 1928).

The phenomenal Macrocosm has left many images and
symbols in the history of religious rites and philosophy,
generally connected, however, with their particular
significances on Earth. So we find Aries personified
in Osiris, Lord of the Sun; Taurus, the All-Mother,
in Isis; Gemini by Thot-Hermes ; Cancer by Horus
and Anubis; Leo by many Kings in Myths and by the
* Kingly secret ” in Freemasonry ; Virgo by the Mother
of Krishna and Christ (at the back of which the image
o6f Isis reappears); Libra, the ideal ruler, we find in
the legends of King Rama and King Solomon ; Scorpio
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is easily to be recognised in the Nagas or Serpents of
the East and the Chinese Dragon, in the wonderful
bird Pheenix, and the legendary Swan ; Sagittarius we
find as Zeus-Jupiter on his mountain Olympus ; Capri-
corn, which sign figures as Pan, the God of creative
sound and of Nature, and as Chronos, God of Time ;
Aquarius isrepresented by Ouranos, God of the Heavens;;
and Pisces by Poseidon-Neptune, God of the (Cosmic
as well as Terrestrial) Sea.

We shall leave the study of the Cosmic Pantheon in
Mythology to more learned teachers.
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THE PHYSICAL PLANE

F we consider the twelve causes in Macrocosm,
we shall find that Libra, the seventh, means
as much as the *conclusion’ to create, in-
cluding the way and manner in which to
draw the picture. It is the film-picture behind the lens
of Capricorn. In Libra lies the law of what will be

ether

6 H o 3

L ] )
my jbod:tly existence

k4

emanated, it is * the word in the beginning ” to the
manifested universe. And in its physical reproduction
it is the ‘ conclusion ’ to act as a bodily unit, i.e. the
circumscription of the body, finally the body itself as
an crgaaised unit, ready to manifest its * personal * or
particular existence. The body in its turn is as a film
of the personality through which this sends its rays into
the world. It is again: “ the relation between the one
(within) and the manifold (without),” surrendering the
physical self to the physical not-self,
44
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The fact of the surrendering and its effects : secretion,
procreation, and ceneration, as well as destruction and
death lie in the eighth principle, the end of the second
cross on the physical plane : Scorpio. In theosophical
literature we find the latter significances indicated by
“ the eighth sphere.”

Now in the Physical Plane the conversion of the Nou-
menal into the Phenomenal is effected and the Cross of
Work comes into action. * Cross of Matter " upon which
‘ the Son of God " is bound. And if this cross is working
in cyclic processes in Nature it becomes the * fire-wheel '
symbolised by the svastika. Matter is here to be taken
finally in its strict sense as mater-ia, born from the
Mother-Ether, Cancer, the Limbus Major of Paracelsus¥,
Pater-Ether being the Aries-principle of positive elec-
tricity.

This conversion actually takes place in Leo, the
concrete spark : centre of every material existence.

Abstractness appears in Nature by its phenomenon
expansion as much as Concreteness by condension, Led
by this physical conception of the two we have tried to
express the abstract principles or planes as lying verti-
cally, one above the other, like in our atmosphere we find
thinner sheaths lying over those of greater density. We
could say it also in this way : the attraction of Matter
causes Spirit to descend, Or: the immersion of Spirit
into Matter is a process of descent. Both expresstons
are to be found in occult and religious philosophy.
But simple natural philosophy gives us the same
image. And if the concrete or physical manifestation
is the result of the principles drawn in the wvertical,

* Compare Natural Philosophy, p. 96.
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As fa;r as they have any material existence at all, they,
or rather their objective being, will in fact manifest as
planes.

The formation of sheaths of layers of subsequent
densities takes place on the Physical Plane in general,
*and again on every physical sub-plane in particular.
The latter causing the existence of particular spheres
around the solar system as a whole, around every planet
in particular, and finally around every human being and
object, as far as it goes.

In Isis Unveiled (11, p. 294, footnote) H. P. Blavatsky
gives a direct confirmation of this idea where she says
that in the Ophite Cosmogony the Sun (Sol) was situated
1 the centre “. . . hence under the direct vertical ray
of the Higher Spiritual Sun. . . .” Leo, the Atma or
Spiritual Spark. In the Secret Doctrine the same author,
treasing of the principles of creation in the shapes of
Hierarchies of Heavenly Beings, calls the highest
group those of * the Divine Flames '—also * the
Fiery Lions” and “the Lions of Life—whose
€soterism is surely hidden in the zodiacal sign Leo " —
closely related to and accompanied by the group of
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Entities called * the Virgins of Life ” (Virgo), etc. . . .
(I, p. 235)

Then, in the plane of physical manifestation, around
the centre, which is Leo the Spark, will evolve spheres in
the order of the cycle Leo-Cancer, thus ending in the
etheric matrix, which contains the system as a Whole,

@&@Fgm%ﬁ'%ﬁﬂ%
F16. 5.~In the Plane of Phystcal Manifestation,

and which is * the hole dug in space " by the life-force

of the system (fohat) ¥

In Occultism and Mysticism we always find the Ver-
tical as the symbol of ‘ the Father,’ the Masculine ot
Creative force in the universe—the minarets and church-
spires bearing witness to this—and the Horizontal as
the symbol of * the Mother * or Fermative force in the
universe. Natural philosophy shows us in the sphere of
radiation the radius to be the original of the Vertical, the
circumference that of the Horizontal principle.

A beautiful symbol of Creation has been given in the
rectangular triangle, which was made famous in Western
science by Pythagoras, bearing the sides 3, 4, 5, three
being the number denoting the Father, four the Mother,
five the Son. This symbol relates to the fact of cosmic
conversion, mentioned before.

When the noumenal principles are put in the vertical
and the phenomenal ones in the horizontal, taking
the etheric among the former, we get a diagram ‘n
which, when each phenomenon is connected with its”

* Compare Nautural Philosophy, p. 106,
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roumenal origin, the creative triangle appears and in
Gifferent shapes. If we take that Leo-Cancer in the
centre are practically two in one, because it cannot be
otherwise, the dimension of Leo being
infinitely small, then the triangle of
Leo-Leo :s converted into a vertical
. line and in the case of Cancer-Cancer
s into a horizontal one, which fact again

I ‘{@f;;f;;e o Speaks of the utterly masculine and the
Fiaagies ytterly feminine principles united in the
creative centre.® Between the two extremes the triangle
graduallychanges. Of courseweknow practically nothing

BRIAITUAL TUn

(ara)
A

2w by
ff;gg;

F16. 7.—~A diagram of Cosmic Noumena and Phenomena.

Whateyer about * vertical dimensions,” and consequently
thesaid @agic triangle, which appears, before Pythagoras,
already in the King’s Chamber of the Great Pyramid,

* Compare the Secret Doctrine on * the body of Fi A
s Tapae y ot Fire and Water,
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must only be considered as the ideal image of the general
fact. We shall leave it at this for the present.

The solar system, built upon these principles, is the
living image of cosmic philosophy, incarnation of the
divine, phenomenon of the world of Noumena, The
structure of the spheres is controllable : each sphere has
been marked by a planet, being the physical body, vehicle
to the soul of the sphere or principle. This causes the
planets to be centres of particular consciousness, i.e.
organs in the solar system, called chakrams or wheels in
Indian Theosophy. The successive spheres themselves
might well be compared by a series of Geissler tubes
filled with different gases and showing different colours
of light when the electric (life-) current is led through :
different shades of life in different gradations of sub-
stance.

In the Leo-centre the Sun is not a * planet,” but the
central organ of the system ; still inmevery way * physical,’
as well as the planets. In the Virgo-sphere we find the
planet Mercury, in Libra Venus, in Scorpio Mars, in
Sagittarius Jupiter, in Capricorn Saturn, in Aquarius
Uranus, in Pisces Neptune, in Aries Pluto. Thus far
we know. Further planets are suspected by present-
day astronomers. The possibility of their existence is
not denied in the least. If there are, we must find in
the sphere of Taurus one which should be called Vesta,
in Gemini: Hermes (Mercury), in Cancer : Bacchus.
The planet next to the Sun ought rather to have been
called Vulcan : it was Vulcan-Hephzstos, the limping
blacksmith and artificer, maker of the weapons of the
Gods, who in fact ruled the heavenly workshop of
Virgo.
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The remarkable fact now is this : the planets appear
actually to possess the qualities which we should expect
from their being the embodiments of the Cosmic
principles of the subsequent spheres: both mythology
and astrological observation confirm this fact and the
cosmic or thecsophical Ideas which are behind it. There is
not the lzast shade of doubt left about this. So astro-
logical practice offers a test to Theosophy and to every
Cosmic Philsophy.

* In their functions and descriptions as given, these
seven planets are identical with the Hindu Sapta-Loka,
the seven places or spheres, or the superior and inferior
worlds ; for they represent the kabalistic seven spheres.
With the Ophites, they belong to the lower spheres,”
says Madame Blavatsky in Isis Unveiled (11, 294).

Again, in the Secret Doctrine (I, 631) the planets are
called “ the Astral Rulers of the Spheres ™ . . . * Lords
of the Zodiac and Spheres.”

It is no use looking at the planets as physical bodies,
more or less * influencing ” us by means of their electro-
magnetic effects and gravitation. Such an exoteric
view will never solve the mystery of astrology. The
planets are in a way like the hands of a clock work,
indicators of the times. But a more precise comparison
may be this: they are the taps by which their etheric
spheres communicate with the world of matter. The
spheres for the rest ever interpenetrating each other,
including that of the Earth, It is this way of visualising
their functions that can explain their effects. And it is
the interpenetration of the etheric spheres which is the
real ground for the interplay of their vibrations, of
.colour or tone, of the * harmony of the spheres.’

Considering the structure of our solar system, we
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find that the higher the principle, the nearer the centre
its planetary representative is placed. On the Physical
Plane we find the spiritual prmciples incarnated
in the physical body, the soul-principles in the etheric
body and matrix. The former we therefore call:
solar, the latter lunar. In the solar system these two
sides are evident: the former consisting of the Leo-
Capricorn-spheres with their planets, the latter of the
subsequent spheres and planetary bodies. From old the
sphere of Saturn has been called the * crystalline sphere,’
meaning the limit to the formation of the properly
physical or ‘solar’ body within the totality of the
system. “ Saturn . . . being the circumference of the
Kingdom of which Pheebus (the Light of Wisdom, also
the Sun) is the centre,” says the Secret Doctrine (I1, 245).
The lunar body or matrix has found. expression in
physical vehicles as well : Uranus, Neptune, Pluto, and
further planets. A similar phenomenon has taken
place in the formation of the planets with the exception
of Mercury (Vulcan) and Venus : within the lurar body
of the planets moons have been formed : principles of
the lunar body incarnate.* The lunar body in general
does, of course, represent the side of the Mother :
matter and substance, the solar body that of the Father ¢
spirit and life. The former also the side of the outer
world or Not-Self, the latter that of Self, It is to be
observed that astronomy has recognised Uranus and
Neptune to be different from the other planets known :
the motion of their moons is apparently in reverse direc-
tion and the orbital motion on this ground is guessed
to be also. "
Now the lunar part of any system consists of the”

* Compare Natural Philosophy, Ch. XII.
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etheric matrix or negative, and the etheric body or posi-
tive, which s or holds the srototype of the physical

(2 2 & 2 )

mould.
In Natural th’maphy (p. 64) it was stated * that

grosso modo every etheric organisation, of a man as well
as of the Earth, of a planet as well as of a sun, must
hear resembiance to this proto-atom, the dimensions of

which have not been discussed till now.” Why is that
&

SO

We canuot say that every physical thing living is, by
itself, moving like the corpusculum, a purely physical
motion to our senses, receiving the flow of life on the
front-side and wasting it at the back-side, by virtue of
this sort of motion. But what we are fully justified to say
is + that every living thing from an atom and a molecule
to a planet and a solar system, including man in the
list, must be the channel of some specific line and
gracation of cosmic life, which consequently will be
flowing in on one side and out on the other side. So
if this does move through it—life is motion—then the
case is exactly the same as with the primordial atom,
considering that motion is ‘ relative.” And if the thing
does not appear to move in relation to what we call its
physical surroundings, we may be perfectly certain
that, in the region of its own life, it moves with regard
to the congenital substance : We may call this a meta-
physical motion perhaps. At least so if the former
degree of existence has been called °physicall’ The
process is the same as with the primordial atom,
evidently, and the result must be similar. Now every
pHysical form naturally has its * meta-physical " proto-
type, its shape modelled principally and categorically
in the ether first, i.e. in that which is substance to its
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own material units and elements. This counterpart is
called its * etheric body * or etheric double. It isthe direct
source of life and holder of substance to the physical
body. Moreover, it is in direct contact with the ether
of space around. This etheric body will display the
form of a‘ primordial atom ’, because in it the life of the
thing causes the effect of its motion with regard to
the congenital degree or * plane * of substance. Things
that are most ‘mental’, ‘spiritual’, or potential, like
suns, planets, hearts, heads and eggs, will in their
physical appearance bear the most faithful resemblance
of the etheric prototype.

The etheric body as a whole is the ‘substantial ’
vessel of life, i.e. the general psychic organ, to the physical
body as a whole, in every case; but in its turn every
particular physical way of cognisance, by the senses,
the brains, the heart, and the glands of inner secretion,
must necessarily be fed and governed by a counterbart
in the etheric body. These are the etheric organs receiv-
ing their influx from the planets; every one ‘of them
repeating by its action the figuration of the primordial
atom, because here again we find the flow of life acting
upon the thing in the same way as if the thing itself
moved 1n contrary direction. Just like the case of the
primordial atom and the etheric body as a whole. These
etheric organs are the chakrams of Indian theosophy.

Now a remarkable fact in Nature is this : in man the
direction of the metaphysical motion, marked by*the
line from head to feet (vertical), stands square to the
line along which his physical motion goes (horizontal) ;
whereas with the animals—worms, snakes, fishes, birds,,,
and even quadrupeds—the two kinds of motion run
along parallel lines, as with the primordial atom. Ap-
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Thic i3 2 natural dev-onstration of the fact that these
cutar planats, being the organs of the solar systems
lunar body, are centres and umnits of etheric or * meta-
pm*sml (mn formal} exis temce, whereas the planets
withiz the ‘coystaliine sphere” are organs of the solar
system’s physy al body, centres or units of ‘ physical’
" (formal) existence. In the latter the metaphysmal
statids to the physzcal as the electric to the magnetic
force : viz. square.” We may not pass here without
observirig (1) that evidently every converszon of nog-
form into form, vice versa, being cosmic °activity’,
will act on the square ; (2) that this has been the reason
why the non-form has been qualified as the * fourth
dimension * by some: the three dimensions, length,
breadth and height, stand square upon each other.
Now if the etheric, non-form or psychic world again
stands square to the physical or form-world, we can
easily see the reason for the deduction. The proper
deduction, however, would seem to be: the Mental,
the Astral and the Physical are—and in every sense and
evmy way and gradation—the metaphysical prototypes of
our ‘ three dimensions ', whatever this tay mean to you
or me, If then the Astral and the Physical, being the
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two poles of creation proper, would be Length and
Breadth, showing ‘exrension’, making the ‘plane’ of
work, of any equator and ecliptic, the Mental or potential
certainly ought to be viewed as Height, represented by
the axis upon which the * wheel ” turns and marking the
centre in movement, Thus the erect or vertical attitude
of man has rightly been considered as the symbol and
consequence of the mental and spiritual awakening
within the form, Spires of churches, minarets, and
obelisks convey the same idea. The Vertical has always
been considered as symbolising the spiritual side of
creation, in religion the Father ; in physics the electric
current, The snake,  condemned to go on its belly,”
according to Genesis (III, 14), is the prototype of the
animal spina dorsalis, which 1n its turn holds * animal ’
life. Horizontal is the * plane ’ of creation, hence the
horizontal attitude of the spina dorsalis symbolises the
condition in which the form and jts stage of evolution
‘still belong to the Earth’, i.e. belong to the magnetic
category and are ruled or governed from without.

The spheres of the solar system thus, in a way, end in
the physical planetary bodies, and the orbs of these are
to be considered as the limits or boundaries of the respec-
tive spheres, while they all must be considered to have
their origin in the Sun and are interpenetrating, This
is logically to be deduced from the fact that in the Leo-
centre all preceding principles are already (vertically )
descended and represented. It causes also the prin-
ciple and influence of every one of the spheres to spread
all over the system, as far as the solar-half stretches, ands
to be present in the aura of every one of the other
planets mutually,
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So we find that every planet must have a spheric
envelope in conformity with that of the Sur{ in its solar
body, only modified in so far as the planet itself stands
in the centre, naturally, and, vice versa, the central body
(the Sun) expresses the specific value of the planet in
question. For the subsequent planets the spheres will

be:
~, " v ‘ ‘q N\
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MARS

F16. 8.—Every Planet must have a Spheric Envelope.

Around the solar ‘spheres of each planet, with the
exceptioh of Mercury (Vulcan) and Venus, lies the lunar
sphere, in each case according to the particular
constitution. Our Earth has one moon, Mars has got
two, Jupiter nine, Saturn ten and a peculiar ring,
Uranus four, Neptune one.

It is with the Earth that we begin to find the seventh
principle which creates the middle sphere. Conse-
quently Saturn, Jupiter, and Mars will have six planetary
spheres; the Earth, Venus, Mercury-Vulcan and the
Sun each seven spheres.

The order of the spheres around the Earth procured
the ancient order of the days of the week : put the figures
of the seven spheres around the circle and count by

fives (quints), i.e. follow the cords of the heptagon, then
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you will find this order : Sun, Moon, Mars, Mercury,
Jupiter, Venus, Saturn-day.

If in the order of these spheres we find the physical
body of the Earth as the seventh
principle, the lunar sphere wull
evidently be © the eighth sphere ” :
sphere of disintegration, repro-
duction, procreation, conse-
quently : of birth and death.
This 1s what astrology from old

‘ has taught. The same with other
Fig. 9—0rder of the Days  planets and with the solar system

as a whole.

Till now we have left aside the question of the Earth’s
place in the system : it evidently takes no proper place
in one of the six or twelve spheres, built on the zodfacal
scheme. Taken as part of the solar body within the
system it does exactly the same as does the Physical
Plane as a whole in the Macrocosmic system and the
physical body in particular® : it constitutes a seventh
principle (antah-karana), link between both the subjec-
tive and objective sides, i.e. the principle which means
manifestation of the phenomenal. So this is the rdle of
our Earth within the solar body of our solar system and
the ancient Christian saying, which called this planet
* the footstool of God,” was not far wrong.

* Compare Natural Philosophy, p. 15I.
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THE SOLAR SYSTEM

U will know the Tree (of Life) by its
ruit "—this is in plain words the cosmic
aw which makes noumena to be known by
heir respective phenomena. So this, too,
is the reason why the planetary centres in our solar
system are not only telluric globes and electro-magnetic
centres of pufely physical capacity, as known by
present-day astronomy, but something more: the
bearers of noumenal principles and etheric (say:
psychic) forces. All efforts to prove astrological in-
fluences in the soul of man and in the Universe at large
will be vain and barren of result, if founded only on
physical laws of electro-magnetism, though it is the most
direct and physically controllable phenomenon of those
influences. In vain people try to convince present-day
scientists that astrology is purely *scientific’, because
the planets and the suns apparently are electro-magnets.
Along- this purely physical line you never can prove
why the electro-magnet Mars works other results than
the electro-magnet Venus. There is no astrology
without the Cosmic Philosophy, called Theosophy, and
likewise there are no prospects to the study of astrology
from a physical standpoint only, A real study of
astrology forces us to acknowledge the tree of
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which we eat the fruit. And every one of the planets
is a fruit of a particular tree in “the Garden of
Allah.”

The Sun is the fruit of the tree which has been
planted ““ 1 the centre of the Garden of Eden "—fot-
bidden to those elemental etheric beings who did (do)
not yet possess the principle of Self. (Genesis 11, 9 ;
I11,22.) After eating this fruit Elemental Man became
the like of (@) God. It is the fruit of the tree which con-
ferred * the knowledge of Good and Evil,” because by
laying the foundation of Self, also the germ of the know-
ledge of Not-Self is implanted. In the first instance
these verses of Genesis denote physical incarnation in
a solar centre in general. Next: the incarnation of
Elemental Man into a physical body endowed with a
heart as central organ of life.

In conformity with it astrology from old taught that
the Sun rules the heart and represents the spiritual
centre, will-power, creative faculty, principle of

Self. »

To see what the astrological idea of a cosmic * planet-
ary ’ centre * ruling " certain properties and consequently
administering certain qualities means, a natural fact
must be understood, which has been taught very clearly
by the neo-Platonic philosophers, viz. that of induction
of the like by the like. Says Plotinus in his Enneads
(I. 6) : * Never the eye would have seen the Sun,<f it
were not Sun-like, nor would a soul be able to see beauty
if it had not become beauteous in itself.” This is it in
few words. In the same way the human being, * eating,
of the fruits of the other trees "” in the planetary garden,
Le. partaking of their rays, to say it in a * scientific’
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way, has developed the organs which respond and co-
respond to these organs of the solar system.®

So this means that the Sun, being phenomenon of the
Spiritual Spark, Leo (Atma), communicates the essence
of this principle unto the Physical Plane and therefore,
ipso facto, becomes the centre of the (or a) world of
phenomena. 1his proves the theosophical teaching with
regard to physical incarnation being necessary for beings
on the way of evolution to acquire the atmic or voluntary
principle—which procures immortality. It is on account
of the latter fact that a creative Divine Being—the
Solar Logos of Theosophy—according to Genesis 111, 22,
stated * The man is become as one of us.” The solar
or atmic principle being the source of I-am-conscious-
ness, this sentence can also be read as: “ The man is
become one of:l-am’s 7’ (plural of I).t

The conviction that by partaking of the heart of a
beifig, you will take unto yourself the essential nature
of it, survives in an old Indian saying of ethical value,
but of magical meaning: “ Do not eat the heart,”
Man eating the heart of the animal, whose flesh he con-
sumes, will partake of the animal soul. For the same
reason, however, some savage hunters ate the heart of
their game precisely to inherit its qualities of swiftness,
ruse, etc., so as to be able to conquer it the better.

In a cosmological sense the word * eating * is not very
much out of place with regard to * planetary influences’,
as In fact every living creature within the boundaries
of the system is * feeding " upon them.

- mEtymologically “sun’ and ‘son’ are closely related,

* Compare Natural Philosophy, Chapter XVIII,
T Compare Secret Doctrine, II, pp. 225, 226,
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the solar centre of the system being the son of the One
and Unique (bec:ause noumenal) Deity—" exprimé en
latin par solus, d’ott on a fait s0l, soleil, symbole de Diey,”
as Ragon has it 1 his Magonnerie Occulte (11, 11, foot-
note). The *sole’ agent and distributor of noumenal
creative power.* So ‘central’, powerful and spmtuai
have become synonymous, as Physics in our “days
have well found out by studying the powers of the
atom.

In ancient Greece we find the name Adonis for the
Sun, recalling Adonai : God’s son in Jewish mysticism.}
In Rome it was represented by Apollo driving the
luminous chariot of Day. The Hindu trinity of Brahma,
Vishnu and Shiva may be taken to represent three
aspects of the solar power : creating by the * breath’
of life, pervading the system with its nature, and re-
absorbing the swept-off particles of all the system,
destroying them in its furnace, as astronomy well knows,
* feeding upon the sweat and refuse of the system,”
as the Secret Doctrine expresses it. * The Lord is a
consuming fire,” says Moses.

Astrologically the Sun thus causes the destruction of
the particular and the consuming of material, as well
as the pervading of the surroundings with its life, Itis
the dispenser of light, heat and will—central motor to
its system or body. Fixedness, continuity, constancy,
being narrowly related to centrality, The material
properties deriving from centrality and the Sun ave:
inertia, laziness, consistency, etc.

The Sun is the principle of * Presence ’ incarnate and
therefore the organ of existence and life itself, of Will

* Compare Secret Doctrine, 11, p. 607.
T Compare Secret Doctrine, 1, p. 631, and II, p. 567, footnote,
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and Goodness. In human nature it effectuates the
thaupht of “here Tam ™. Solar people never fail to
make the:r presence noticzable and felt. In the world
of feeling “he Sun may cause self-reliance, faithfulness,
mhﬁim or pride, arrogance, autocracy, etc. On
account of creative power it is the origin of procreation
and its counterpart, physical love, amativeness, Because
the Sun is the ‘ son 7 it rules children, and because it is
the Father of its system it rules also the ‘ father " in a
horoscope. 1t rules, moreover, authority in an inner

and absolute sense, spiritually, morally. As the organ
of the Leo-sphere, being the King and Ruler of the
system, the Sun naturally causes egotism, as well as
antagonism.

It is not easy to explain how the great boon of divine
essence and iramortality, bestowed on Man after his
eating of the Forbidden Fruit, should have been called
a ‘curse " as well. Nor is it an easy task to plead the
cause of a God smltmg his creatures with curses. We
abstain from it in the present volume—intending to
treat the ethical and religious side of astrology in the
next one, Astrology in Ethics.

To those who have been able to leave their physical
body in full consciousness and once have had experience
of the inertia of this * gross matter ’, compared to higher
realms or ethereal regions, the existence here below may
well appear as a curse. And so may the duty of pro-
creation along the physical line (i.e. between solar and
lunar counterparts of animal nature)., Human evolution
15, more intricate and complicate than we are able to
#explain in this book, which may perhaps help students
to understand the Secret Doctrine, but does not pretend
to take its place,
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Now let us reconsider the structure of the solar
system : The spiritual or noumenal principles of

Leo \
Virgo

Libra procure the ‘solar body ’ or proper

physical body of the solar system;

Scorpio
Sagittarius
Capricorn

(antah-karana, the focus)
whereas the
principles of cos-

mic electricity ¢ Aquarius )
and magnetism : ! Pisces
together with procure the  lunar body * or etheric
the etheric prin- _counterpart of the physical body of
ciples of the the solar system.
Physical Plane : / Aries
| Taurus
Gemini
Cancer .

Within the solar body duality is already clearly nofice-
able, the three higher principles implying the being ot
name of that which will be incarnate and therefore plunge
into the cosmic ocean of electro-magnetism ; the lower
three governing the form of it. ‘This is the reason why
the preceding cosmic principle, the totally abstract
Cancer in Hindu astrology, is called: Namarupa:
‘* name and form ’ lying together concealed in it.

So in the phenomenon : within the solar body of the
system on the Physical Plane the spheres of Leo, Virgo,
Libra represent the higher principles or spiritual name
and being; those of Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn
represent the lower principles from which the form ds
made, which will be the vehicle or dwelling of the Spirit
in this world of phenomena. In conformity with the
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proceedings in the world of noumena every phenomenal
being, because born from a matrix (Cancer), will display
the duality of name and form, built up by the three
planetary elements of form, under the guidance of the
thres powers of name or spiritual being. Freemasons
will recognise kere a certain particular in the constitution
cf their lodge.

But there is a seventh. A mediator between the side
of Spirit and the side of Matter, also on the Physical
Plane and with every one of its phenomena,

It is desirable to see exactly the ‘what’ and the
‘why " of this Seventh Principle. In descending from
the heights of the Absolute into definite creation, we
have lost sight of these absolute principles—Aries,
Taurus, Gemini, Cancer—astrologically. But we have
to keep 1n mind that the four together are the cross of
activity of The Most High, and this activity means Cosmic
Unification, which finally makes Creation a Fact, a
Reality, and which appears everywhere and always
throughout the Universe of Duality as the Uniting
Principle. So of the Two it makes Three, by uniting
the two sides of the Six it springs up as the Seventh ;
it does not leave the Twelve barren but by uniting their
subjective and objective signs together it makes Thirteen,
which number we know as that of the Master with his
disciples, Compare also the legend of the Graal, where
the thirteenth seat, placed in the centre of King Am-
fostas” hall, is destined to the absolutely pure of heart.

So the appearing of the physical vehicle in Creation
was predestined by this Most High principle of Cosmic
Unification. Thus in a way, the Physical Plane in toto
appeared as ‘ the Seventh,” Reality always and every-
where is characterised by this abstract central point in
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the cross, which makes it a crossing engendering
concreteness.

Between the solar half and the lunar half of noumenal
principles in the creation of a2 world of phenomena we
find the focusing-point indicated in Indian theosophy
by the name of Antah-karana. So this is not Capricorn,
although the latter has much to do with it, but a thir-
teenth principle, to be localised between those of Capri-
corn and Aquarius, perhaps the most potent and highest
abstraction of all, and of which the physical vehicle will
be the phenomenon in particular. Consequently the
latter may as well be called a thirteenth principle and only
the absolutely pure of heart can safely dwell upon this
seat. This, of course, is the cosmic or supra-natural
reason for all morals and every system of ethics.

Within the solar system the focus or, antah-karana
appears in the * crystalline sphere,” which in a physical
way may be ‘indicated’ by the planet Saturn, but
properly speaking and in the etherie constitution of the
system 1s the immaterial border-sphere between those
of Saturn and Uranus, perhaps the most effective point
in the system. A ‘ point,” however, which has dimen-
stons and consequently is a sphere.

Now also between the name- and form-sides of the
solar body the Uniting Principle appears in a link, to
be localised between the principles of Libra and Scorpio,
which literally means that it is Cosmic Law subjective
(Mathests, Love-Wisdom) and Cosmic Law objéctive
(thirst) working together, which offer and allow the
uniting, In the phenomenal world, i.e. in our solar
system, this principle is represented by the Earth—>
seventh planetary centre of the solar body—placed be-
tween Venus and Mars. So it is this planetary centre,
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cur Eastr, which plays the r6ie of the seventh and con-
sequently s the vericle and organ of this principle.
And it 15 on Farth that the universal law of the Crossing
takes place and becomes a fact with regard to the solar
body of tae solar systerz, which means that this planet
s the organ of the * crossing * and confers the faculty
of chsmic uniting. This has the significance of divine
birth in a body of matter and characterises the particular
stage in evolution which we call human. In a way this
is a * critical point ’ in evolution.

Now, speaking of stages in evolution, we shall have to
face the problem at large. Each planetary centre being
the phenomenon of a definite noumenal faculty, it will
be clear that beings incarnate upon these bodies share
in the essential nature of it, so far as their potential
disposition will allow ; and secondly that, when intro-
ducing the law of evolution, beings will, by gradually
evolving from one stage to another, have to change their
domicHe and become inhabitants of the subsequent
planets one after another. Also that every one of the
planets must bear the type of a certain stage in the
evolutionary cycle.

We must again apologise for not offering a detailed
description of creation and shall have once more to refer
to the Secret Doctrine as the minutest account available
at the present stage. All we can venture to do in the
present work is to point to the subsequent kingdoms in
Nature : the mineral, the vegetal, and the animal,
crowned with the creation of human kingdom, which in
future, as religion and ethics lead us to believe and accept,
"will develop into the Kingdom of Heaven ‘ on Earth.’
Other religious tenets speak of the kingdoms of Angels
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and Archangels, and finally that kingdom which is
‘the throne of God.” Which makes altogether, well
counted, seven kingdoms, of which exoteric Man only
knows four., The other three he may believe in, but
they are out of eyesight to him,

The mineral is the atom of matter, left to itself; a
form—or the form—plain, created by internal motion,
but not endowed with any other faculty. This is
evidently the expression of the Capricorn-principle
and thus Saturn, its planet, rules the mineral kingdom
and everything in the world, which has inner motion or
motive only, locked up in the form, which separates.

The vegetal kingdom shows the principle of growth
or expansion and with it comes the faculty of reproduc-
tion. Thisisin the physical world what thought (Mahat)
is in the world of the Soul, and consequently Jupiter
is the ruler of the vegetal kingdom. Being in the world
of matter, the *spirit of life,” it makes the differehce
between animate and inanimate matter, .

In the animal the faculty of growth is joined by that
of movement of the separate unit,* and this has conse-
quently become a condition of existence, to the unit
as well as to the species, so as to necessitate movement in
order to get at its food. The motoric force of the animal
is hunger, c.g. thirst and sexual desire, all three par-
ticulars in the phenomenon of the cosmic thirst of
Scorpio. So the planet Mars rules the animal kingdom.,
As a result of the necessity of hunting after its food and
mate we find in the animal stage the development of the
senses, and Mars is the embodiment of the principle of
the organ.

A curious fact within our solar system is the existeice

* Compare Secret Doctrine, I, Stanza VII, p.5.

%
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of a great many very small planetoid bodies moving
petween the orbs of Jupiter and Mars. And an equally
curious fact in Nature is the appearance of a good many
forms of life, which we hardly know how to classify,
either among the animal or among the vegetal species.
There are some plaretoids between Saturn and Jupiter
and 2 few betwezen Mars and the Earth., While the
former may hint at early stages of vegetal evolution
rora the mineral, the latter planetoids may well
indicate stages of anthropoid apes or so-called ‘ missing
links * between the animal and the human stage.

Another fact to be observed is this: in the animal
stage of formation the heart appears, i.e. at a certain
stage, above those of parasites, insects and fishes. We
shall avoid details, but wish to state that even here there
are sub-stages-leading gradually but still with definite
steps from one planetary stage to another.

TFhen, on Earth, we find the Auman stage, together with
the three other ones. Human we call this stage in which
to the animal faculties is joined that of self-consciousness,
which furthermore takes the lead in developing the
mind. Both together gradually develop—or prove to
possess—the power to rule the animal, the vegetal,
and the mineral kingdoms, and their faculties in the
human body. It is in this that Man finally proves
his superior descent and it is upon this planet, the
Earth, that the crossing of the subjective and the objec-
tivé sides within the solar body procures the oppor-
tunity of demonstrating the definite and decisive power
of Spirit as the Ruler of Matter. Man is this fact in-
‘carnate. He takes the opportunity. It is on Earth only
that the Rulership of the Divine appears as a * question.’
We can clearly see, that on higher stages it cannot be
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discussed, because it is @ fact and there is no one to
discuss it,

Why does human consciousness appear in this stage ¢
It evidently is the first phenomenon of the cognition of
Cosmic Law (Libra-Venus), or rather of the solar triad,
the three cosmic principles embodied in the three * inner’
planetary centres, which naturally represent  divine’
stages in evolution. And itisin this stage that Man is the
divine or spiritual consciousness * laid upon the cross
of matter ” or created *’ in the image of God "’ (Genesis
I, 27) to rule over the animal, the vegetal, and the
mineral kingdoms (fbid., 28-31). In the first and last
instance in his own vehicle—body and soul—of course.
This, too, gives a view on the proper meaning of morals
and ethics. It has always been at the back of every
religion and in our days various practices Jike * Christian
Science’, mental healing, Coué-ism, e.t.q., as well as lay-
moral-systems show that this cosmic fact dawns upon
the everyday consciousness of Man.

On the planet Venus we have to expect the $tage of
beings rejoicing in the Good Law (Libra) and, living
the same, able to confer it. There exists a theo-
sophical teaching about some of the Lords of Venus,
having come to the Earth to help the evolution down
here. It does not matter much whether we call them
Angels or Principalities.

Mercury (Vulcan) represents a still higher stage—
say that of Archangels—and the Sun is the stage of
central divinity and will-power.

Naturally every stage is present in every place within
the solar system potentially and on every one of the.
planets ideally or as an idea, descending gradually into
physical reality, because every planet possesses its
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spheres of planetary rature. So we clearly find the
ideals of dviniy on Earth and the signs of chemical
elements (mineras) in the spectrum of the Sun.
Mercary {V :lcan) 1 is the planet of the Virgo-sphere.
,;.th s m: Wn it is in fact mstmmen al in converting
‘sresercz’ into ‘ censciousness ', because it constitutes,
so to say, the outside or circumference of the solar
centre, the furnace in which the life-forces are genemted
These are received and transmitted by Mercury, in
manifoldness. Transmission is the proper faculty of
this planet. Consequently it rules individual conscious-
1ess in Man and every sort of cognisance in the objective
world, and knowledge is the fruit of it, In the regions
of thought and feeling it confers discrimination, dis-
tinction, subtlety; in those of action: carefulness,
servitude, unselfishness, offering objective obeisance
to powers in authority. In bodily functions it rules
every system of comveyance, as the arterial system, the
gangliac and nervous system, and thus it provides the
means of sensing and of physical knowledge by experi-
ence (vide Mars later). It rules the most pure objectiv-
ism. Ancient mythology on one hand calls Mercury
the god of merchants and thieves, clearly on account of
its conveyance or transmission. It is also Minerva,
daughter of Zeus-Jupiter, goddess of the Sciences and
the academy, because of the knowledge it imparts. On
the other hand the planet or god—planetary spirits
were called gods by all peoples before Christianity,
Archangels afterwards, where lies the difference ¢—was
aalled Vulcan, the artificer, and credited with the manu-
facturing of weapons for the other gods. The legend
of Siegfried’s sword in the Nibelungen-saga reminds
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us of this. It evidently points out the function of this
planet as the distributor of the holy creative power of
the centre unto the subsequent differentiated centres of
consciousness, which are the other planetary centres.
Transmission again—even in the regions of consctous-
ness. So it rules the human mind. )

WMercury, on account of the knowledge it may impart
in every domain of Nature, is also the Master of Trans-
mutation and Alchemy : known in ancient Egypt as
Hermes, the Thrice Greatest,

Venus—organ of the Libra-sphere—represents cosmic
law and universal relation. In the regions of thought
this means geometry, justice, equilibrium ; law and rule
in general as well as in particular. In the realms of
feeling it becomes the ruler of harmony, beauty and art
—geometry and law lying in fact at the root of beauty.
May it not displease modern artists, To all the sysem
at large, physically and psychically, it means * light " in
the sense in which St. John’s gospel has it, i.e. as the
actual and real unification of the creative logoic centre
—the ¢ Solar Logos "—with its creation, ‘ the World,’
speaking the divine word. In the soul of Man this 1s
Love, in his personality it is the principle of libido and to
all it is the source of Good.

“ Light comes through Shukra (Venus) . ..” and
“Venus or Lucifer—alse Shukra and Ushanas—the
Planet, is the light-bearer of our Earth, in both the
physical and the mystic sense . . .” says the Secret
Doctrine (II, 33, 36), and here is the proper meaning
of Lucifer, the * beautiful * morning- or evening-star S
guide through the world of darkness. (Compare Secret
Doctrine, sub voce.)

144
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Venus as the Dispenser of Law—the Good Law—is
Krishna. And again, in another tongue as the Dispenser
of Love, is Charist. Both, as the cosmic legend says,
“born from a Virgin 7' (Kanes). The cosmic fact is
that from the sphere of Virgo comes forth that of Libra.

, Whereas the Christian Virgin Mary

| may as well represent the Virgo-

Minerva as the Lady of the reversed

£ 2 Libra-sphere, Isis-Vesta, and in the

......., latter case she is the female counter-
A part of the masculine Christ.

o If we draw the theoretic scheme of

Fo. 10—Knshra azd the Christ’s birth we find the Sun at

Gomt oo Bom 2 the entrance of the sign Capricorn at

the midnight point, and the begmning

of the sign Libra rising in the East, i.e. just born from

the sign Virgo right over it.

"

The Earth—~H. P. Blavatsky did not hold 1t in great
esteem : “ There is but one hell and this is Earth *" was
her verdict. The reason for it may be found in what has
been stated above, concerning the ‘ question ’ 2bout the
Divine, arising here, inferring the possibility of rejecting
It and the actual use of this power, which means:
denial of the Good and birth of the Evil. And now,
locking from a geocentric standpoint, it is the Earth
which stands in the centre of the Garden, and here comes
theexplanation for the ‘ curse ” ¢ it is that condition of

Consciousness in which the divine descent 75 a fact but
be denied, so as to deliver the divine into the power
At the animal (man). When Man finally acknowledges
the * question” by answering it, principally, he sub-
limates it into * the Quest,” which will lead him on the
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Path. This has been beautifully depicted in the legend
of Tannhiuser, as well as in that of the Graal and its
Knights, and earlier in the struggle of Horus, the
¢ divine child’, with Typhon, in the battle of Rama
against Ravana and, generalised once more in the Great
War on Kurukshetra (Bhagavad Gitd).

Finally, if we see the rmmersion of Spirtt in Matter
cause an evolutionary proceeding, which starts at the
mineral stage, continuing through the vegetal and animal
kingdoms, thus gradually approaching the higher stages
more inward—a trie image of the evolution of conscious-
ness in a human personality—then within the solar
body the Earth may well be called, as the Secret Doctrine
has it : the vestibule . . . * to glorious mansions, through
which a moving crowd for ever press "' (I, 178).

On the other side of the Earth the planet #Mars in the
sphere of Scorpio is organ of the thirst of life, becjuse
“ substance impregnated with will ™’ from the noumenal
world means substance which has tasted life in the phe-
nomenal world, Once tasted, the desire remains, because
the impregnated life, coming from the Sun, is not the
planet’s proper life, it wears out and the substance asks for
more, S0 Mars is as much the organ of absorption as the
Sun 1s that of radiation. It rules the organs in general
and organic sensation in every way. A natural particular
of organic life is that it wears out or that wearing out is
connected with it. The sensation is fed by the radiation,
thirst and hunger by dispensation. The desire evoked
becomes the motoring force of the organic world, mors
in particular so in the animal kingdom and with it &
human existence. It appears as  energy ’ everywher
and the struggle for existence and evolution is carriec
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on by Mars—the War Lmd On both sides of the Earth
Verus and ’”w’fax*&' appear as ' giving and asking "—love
and desire—harmony md s?:**ife_-—lav, and ev oiutmnw
and our planet is their meeting-ground.

Psvchologically Mars becomes passion and the prin-
ciple ¢f lust.

VWherz ‘love’ is the phenomenon of dispensation
(Venus), on the other hand there must appear an asking,
a desire for love and the experience of it (Mars). And
thisway ’ love ' can only be understood in the same sense
as the focd, which is eaten, i.e. as something to be en-
joyed, to be desired, to be fought for and won, and as an
essential part of life in all regions, from the lowest up
to the religious, consequently as one of the great, if not
of the greatest, motives of existence, and helping to the
continuation of the same. But here Mars, fed and
filled with the life of its Father the Sun, reproduces one
of this Father’s features : i.e. that of consuming, Mars
consumes love and lives at the expense of Venus, In
organic nature Mars and Venus both produce their
effects : by desiring life and absorbing it, the unit is
impregnated ipso facto by the desire to ‘ unite ’, derived
from Ve;mus, the dispenser, and now the nature of Mars
will go in search of a counterpart with whom uniting
might be possible—and here lies the origin of sex and
its duality : the mental fact becomes an astral actuahty
and a fact in physical nature. This introduced into the
animal nature the leaven of sexual desxre, the thirst for
continuation of life in the race or species, which by
wh ile shows even stronger than that for the preservation
Bt the unit’s existence,

Where Venus appears as the dispenser of Good,
evidently in the cosmic theology Mars had to be made
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a personification of * the Evil.” Christian theologians
have always appeared specialists on the theme of the
*Devil * and its seductions. The same hobby has been
ridden by Christian astrology—we hope to have opened
a somewhat wider perspective of the faculties of this
planet. Still, there evidently is a natural reason for the
idea of evil, because the principle *thirst”’ is closely
related with want and suffering, and Mars the bringer of

both.

Jupiter, born from the Sagittarius-sphere, naturally
represents thought (Mahat) and its physical counterpart :
the tendency to grow, thus expanding the bodily expres-
sion of the unit, like thought expresses and expands
the soul of the individual. Thus Zeus-Jupiter was
the Father of those gods who were busied with the
guidance of the phenomenal worlds, Compare Plato’s
theoi=Movers ; Zeus the Chief Mover, under whose
resort the Astral World becomes peopled with motives,
personified in gods and goddesses, and the Ethereal
World with genii, spirits of the four Elements, elemental
beings, etc., all builders of form and bearers of some or
other particular force. Therefore Jupiter has always
been called a ‘ benefic.’

Where very often students in astrology have asked,
which may be the exact difference between the benefits
of Jupiter and the good of Venus, we wish to point out
that Jupiter is the promoter and illuminator of .the
personal or particular, whereas Venus presents the boon
of the universal,

The name of the planet indicates its significance 3
the highest motive in every personality or * personal
creation, lo-Pater meaning * our Father’ ("in Heaven’
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or Ic-Pitar, pitr: in Hindu) : cur leading spirit, which
confers the sense of cogito ergo sum: my thinking is
proof for my (individual) baing.

It represents or rules the Hely Spirit in Man and
suman mind and les at the back of conscience. Aries
—Leo—Sagittarius : the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.

Thus Jupiter is the organ of idealism and abstract,
spiritual, relizious, or moral powers of direction. It
shows the way in which and the measure to which
orowth and expaansion are possible. It rules the vegetal
structures and functions in Nature.

Saturn is the being of Capricorn incarnate : result
and effect of the creative force of Leo, consequently the
proper limitation of “the breath of life”” in Nature
(which is Jupiter); this constitutes the body, distinct
from its surroundings.

Whereas the solar principle is “ I am (that I am),”
the saturnian is: * I am this,” which includes “ I am
not that "—assertion of self-existence derived from
dental of the surroundings (Ahamkara). It is the organ
of formation, separateness, denial, circumscription,
definition, objectivation. Here the thought, even the
highest ideal, has become incarcerated in formal
embodiment. Therefore in religion it rules dogma and
* the letter that killeth " ; in Man, i.e. with regard to
individual consciousness, it means Karma, i.e. the’neces-
sity of action in accordance with thought, as well as the
present circumstances and the necessity of meeting
Jeem in consequence of thoughts generated formerly,
even in previous lives,

Saturn rules the consciousness of the form qua form,
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and in this way is the most delysive element in hyman
nature. Sat-n thus being the regular opposite of the
Lord or Logos; Goethe in his Faust has him saying of
pimself: “Iam the spirit who ever denies,” which
clearly means finally : “ T am denying that I am,” or
the denial of Self-consciousness, But Mephistopheles
adds: “who ever wills the Evil and ever causes the
Good.,” This sentence is full of meaning—we wish
only to recommend it to the attention of our readers for
the present,

We may well say: Saturn rules materialism and
* rationalism ' in their orthodoxy as well as pharisaism
and slavedom to the letter in religion, and to the phe-
nomenont in science, Lord of Exoterism.

Saturn, as the lord of formation, is the God of Nature,
Pan. Now there is another fact to be noted : when in
the Gospel of St. John the creative force has been called
verbum or  word 7 this is not only a poetic allegory but
a natural fact as well, It was an Indian scientist,
Professor Sir Jagadis Chandra Bose, who demonstrated
how dust particles spread out upon a membrane, which
was stretched over the lower end of a trumpet or horn,
gathered into globes and linear figures when a sound
was blown into it. That music is instrumental in ar-
ranging particles of our more subtle or ethereal nature
and consequently in organising our etheric body, is 2
fact which no student of human nature can deny.,

Pan is shown to play the flute and with his music® he
plays spells and charms on men and nature spirits as
well as on cattle and the beasts of the woods, says the
ancient legend. He rules rhythm and measure,

Saturn rules the crystal and the jewel in the world of
minerals ; concentration and meditation in the world of
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The evoiution of life from the muineral through the
vegetal and M W‘W”’ kingdoms to the human stage
does not onlyv : mp* ne ey @hﬁtﬁﬁ of the physical vehxcle
but also—and primary to it—the awakening of those
forces within the auric envelope, which will cause the
said evoluticn of t f orm: evolution of both * name
and form.”

Saturn makes tze foxm of ‘clay.,” The principle of
growth, introduced by Jupiter, makes the etheric
exveiope and body come to life ; its faculty is reproduc-
tion. By this faculty the plant and the vegetal type of
formation in general is able to execute ‘ growth ’ and
also to heal itself when injured. So Jupiter is also the
Healer, and the etheric body of every living creature,
ruled by this planet, contains the healing qualities.

If Mars awakens the *struggle for existence,” this
means the coming to life of the astral principle in the
aura, which will constitute an * astral body ’ in which
lic the particulars of animal life, the life of the senses,
which introduces experiences of enjoying and suffering.

Man, on Earth, inherits the body of form, the etheric
body and the astral body, and joins to these a new
* convenant " in the auric envelope, viz. the embodiment
of the three spiritual principles originally merged into
one, and only gradually developing their specific
activities. This spiritual embodiment or vehicle starts
its activity as a mere ‘ mental body’ possessing the
faculty of reasoning and being susceptible to evolution
far beyond the comprehension of man at his present
stage. It becomes the radiant Augoides of the full Initiate.
Ahen the Sun, Mercury and Venus will find full ex-
pression in it. All this has been beautifully depicted by
Moses in his First Book, Genesis ;

5%
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The Lord first created the Phenomenal World by
separating Light from Darkness and dividing the Waters
(of Cosmos) in those * above the firmament " ¢ Aquarius-
Pisces, the Great Cosmic Ocean, from those ¢ under the
firmament " ¢ the etheric ocean of inter-planetary space.
Then came the formation of telluric globes: called
the dry land, separated from the waters, The same
process naturally repeats itself on the planet Earth in
due course.

Within the solar system then the rulers of the mineral,
vegetal and animal kingdoms are indicated: Saturn,
Jupiter, Mars; and Man is created on the sixth day:
Man and Woman (I, 28). Together with the Lord to
observe them they were three in Paradise: the Sun
(Adonai), Mercury (Hermes), and Venus (Aphrodite).
This divine herm-aphrodite—Man-Wontan in divine or
heavenly state—was to rule the three kingdoms of
nature upon the Earth. .

How was this to be done¢ Man had to inca‘mat% in
a physical body, made from the materials of the three
kingdoms, this being the * natural * way to * rule ' them,
We shall leave apart the question if it were the ‘ only’
way to rule them. A study of the Secret Doctrine may
throw light upon this.

The natural body of Man was then made from * dust
of the ground ” (Saturn) and * the breath of life*
breathed into his nostrils (Jupiter). This ‘man’ of
the Earth was still no more than a * vegetal * creatiire,
put into a * garden’, somewhere * in the East.,”” In this
condition he could be multiplied by taking a sucker
(II, 22). But it wanted the animal element to complefe
his vehicle and this is indicated by the serpent, being
“the most subtle’ of animal species : Mars, Lord of
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Scorpio which, as a plazet ‘ coils” around the Tree of
Lifz, the Sun, i the czatze of the Garden. It was only
by adopting tze azimal principie (and in its most subtle
esseace) thar the zarchy body of Man came to possess
a hearr and then and thereby was able to eat from the
frait of that “ forbidden tr2e” . . . which gave him the
] i thepowertosay: fam.
Then he partock in his zature from the ‘good’
(Venus) as well as from the ‘evil” (Mars), but
by tais fact of his pasticipating in the kingdoms
outside the inner circle, he was “sent forth from
the garden of Hden” westward . . . the way of
mortals.

We shall leave this beautiful legend here—to take it
up again in our third volume,

¥

The lunar body of the solar system shows only three
planets to human observation. Astronomers admit the
possibility of more, but as a matter of fact only Uranus,
Neptune and shortly Pluto are known.

There is a2 principal difference between the activities
of the planetary centres in the solar body and those in
the lunar body; the former are activated by and
orientated on the Sun, as the Giver of Life, directly ;
the “lunar’ planets, notwithstanding their physical
motion around the solar centre, are animated directly
from the Lunar or Astral World, And this makes them
so0”* unexpected * in their effects. In a collective way
we may state, that they are more * heavenly ’ than their
Brethren of the solar body, because more abstract.
“They transcend form. This is also valid on the physical
plane itself, where they connect the formal solar system
with the outer world, interstellar space, and introduce
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the emittances of other systems, thus effectuating the
cosmic interdependency.

But their nature transcends time as well as form and
in relation to the definite karma of the personality they
may act as a grace or as a collective disaster.

Whereas the evolution within the solar body aims at
perfection of the form and individualisation, the effects
of the lunar planets very often tend te destroy the form
rather than to help it in its existence. They rule the
Kingdom of the Soul and Collectivism. In political
parlance the solar half is * bourgeois’ the lunar half
* communistic’. In fact, their nature is communicative,

Uranus* born from the sphere of Aquarius is clearly
the organ of cosmic electricity and as such a transmitter
like Mercury, though more directly acting between one
form and another, under the guidance or instigation of
Jupiter: thought-power, the pushing power of the mind.
Consequently the activities of this planet are of the intel-
lectual and positive type, communicative 1 the’ way of
induction. It is therefore the organ of the faculty which
we have named intuition on the plane of human thought,
instinct on that of animal and even vegetal Iife. It is
the direct reaction of the soul upon physical circum-
stances in both cases, albeit that there are physical
means of causation for the said reaction.

So it is the planet of the living cosmic vibration,
uniting men with men, peoples with peoples, sdlar
systems with solar systems, This is the Universal
Brotherhood as a cosmuc fact, It is the impetus which

* The name Herschel for this planet is not used here, because it
confers no cosmological meaning ; this 1s why 1t should never be
used by astrologers.
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r-akes individuals socialise and act as organs of the collec-
siviry, in whatsozver wey this may pe. It is EHros, the
riotive which transcends as much the individual nature
as the sexual passion of Mars transcends the personal
existence.

Urarus has much to do with the human soul, on
accoun: of its carrving or ruling the cosmic electricity
with wrich the huuman volitions are carcied outin actions;
in fact, so much so that in horescopes of the more evolved
people, i.e. where the volitions are strongly and firmly
expressec, this planet appears to have at least as much
to say about the real value and forces of the Ego as the
Sun, if not more so, actually : its place and aspects in
the horoscope show the way in which and the force with
which the Ego is expressed in the personality.

It rules radio-activity in chemical elements and those
waves in the ether of which some have now been found
out by Physics and utilised by technical science in * wire-
les”; it works by the * aerial” of insects and in the
* bramn~wave " of man. Thus itis the planet of inventions.

Transcending the form, however, may appear as
breaking it, like an electric current by short circuit
burns through a too weak conductor, In fact, Uranus
breaks up and destroys—and not only physical forma-
tions, but those of dogmatism, fashion, habit, and every
other sort of formalism as well. Therefore it has been
rightly called the planet of renewal and of rebirth, which
transcends karma. But it may also ruin and wreck.

Because of its transcending time and space, and its
electric mode of communication it is notorious for its
abruptness.

Uranus has often been called the lunar body or the
Moon of the Sun itself. It has also been said ip
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the Secret Doctrine that “ Uranus personified all the
creative powers of and in Chaos-Space, or the unmani-
fested Deity . ..” The form-destroying effect of
Uranus is depicted in the Greek legend where he is said
to *“ destroy all his children as soon as they are born.”
“ In Kronos (Saturn) we see the same story repeated "
—because Kronos also “ eats his children”, i.e. destroys
the forms which he made (II, 281).

Ouranos and Ouraneia were king and queen of the
Heavens—i.e. of the element of Air and the Earth's
atmosphere as well as of the firmament. The creation
of * Heaven and Earth,” as Genesis I has it, may relate
also to that of the solar (say, telluric or physical) body
and the lunar body of the solar system and the Earth
respectively.

Neptune is the ancient god of the cosmic and earthy
ocean : Poseidon in Greece, Varuna in India, The
Cosmic Ocean of inter-stellar ether, which is,”so
to say, the most abstract substance on the physical
plane, as well as its noumenal counterpart. To ask:
where lies the difference between the two is to put a
mystic question, because the domain of Neptune is not
remarkable for limitations or boundaries. In other
words : the “ cosmic substance, out of which Thought,
by impregnating it, creates form,” 1s “ the substantial
relation between the universal and the particular
precisely on account of this : ’

The cross of Reality in the Noumenal World is the
direct noumenon of the World of Reality or Phenomena.
The substance of the former consequently is the root of
all phenomenal substance from which physical phe-
nomena will spring up, Abstract from the side of the



88 ELEMENTS OF ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY

latter, tre Pisces-ocean is after all the concrete appear-
ancz of the Nourmeral World and the only oneso. Thus:
the Oczan of Worid-ether to us represents the World
of Noumena. This still gets another meaning. The
inter-relation between all stellar systems exists in mutual
magnzric conditioning and mutual sending of radiations,
eleceric. The past of the Earth, or say: of our solar
system, is racdiated through the inter-stellar space to
z the future for yonder far-away worlds, as far as
*future ' 15 conditioned by ‘ circumstances ’ or factors
from without, and introduced by the lunar spheres.
Here is another astrological law : Conditions from
without, touching our lunar sphere, act as noumena to
phenomena, which will take place within the sphere,
i.e. as one line of noumena. Another line comes from
the planetary eentres within the solar body, and a third
line of noumena or causes comes through the Ego itself.
Neptune thus is the organ of cosmic magnetism and
notimenal conditioning. It transcends the physical in
such a way that it is the * magnetic ’ extract of it, and on
the other hand it pervades the physical magnetically,
thus proving, without any outer means, that physical
existence depends upon magnetic condition as much as
the phenomenal depends on the noumenon. Therefore
Neptune is the organ of magnetic feeling and of those
conditions which we experience in dreams. The word
* dream-thinking’, which has been coined by psycho-
analysts, is practical perhaps, but not altogether correct,
because * thinking " is not the nature of what takes place
this way of experiencing may be transposed into the
mind, almost directly even, primarily, however, it is
not a function of the mind but of the aura. Neptune,
of course, has much to do with sub- as well as with
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super-consciousness. Psycho-analysts should also legal-
ise the latter word and accept its meaning.

Neptune consequently may act as the ebbing tide,
drawing forces away, or like a wave of high-tide, filling
up every harbour and loch of physical circumstances
with pro-spirity. In both cases the physical object or
personality is totally passive against it ¢+ much like a raft
upon the high seas. If in ebbing condition Neptune
causes laming, dissolution and putrefaction of the body;
desolation, perversion, decadence in the soul. If bent
on flowing it may bring a great rise in everything, social,
religious, and personal, but also swollen heads and all
sorts of profiteering. It consequently proffers a passive
sort of ‘ communism "—quite opposite to the Uranus-
brotherhood—which easily leads to destruction, cot-
ruption, and final degeneration of individual responsi-
bulity, honour, value, etc. In fact, where Uranus speaks
of universals from an individual standpoint, Neptune
does so from an absolutely collective standpoint—if
* standpoint ” it be at all. -

Neptune has as much to do with the animal soul as
Uranus with the human soul, because it rules the passive
condition in living and moving creatures, i.e, that of
being thought, which is the animal stage, contrasted with
the purely human stage, being that of thinking and acting
self-consciously. The theosophical teachings say, that
the animal * belongs ” to a group soul. This covers the
idea of a collective Ego or Entity thinking for all .the
units and the latter obeying certain rules of conduct in
consequence thereof : i.e. bemg thought, Surely there
begins to dawn something of individualistic appearance
on some animals ; on the other hand, the animal stage
is present in every human being and to a certain extent
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human beings are also ‘ grouped * within Master-Souls,
thus coming under tze swav of Neptune.

As a matter of fact in Nature we state that animal
existence was and s first generated in the water, which
is cosmically ruled by Neptune. Uranus and Neptune
respectively ruling the subjective and the objective
sides of the Astral Light, are therefore bearing a cosmic
analogy to the subjective and objective sides of the solar
system and again of the solar half of 1t : the subjective
introducing spiritual man, the objective the animal
vehicle.

Neptune acting in human beings thus rules the sub-
conscious mind or * dream-thinking " of psycho-analysts,
and always will gather what is rejected by the wakeful
or constructive mind ; it may cause a morbid passivity,
which leaves the mind open to become the playground
for more or less * animal ” elementals or influences from
the astral world, and which finally very often leads to
idiocy or other phencmena of mental insanity, A * fluid-
like” consciousness evidently tends to dissolve all
positive or formal traits of thought, It is un-earthy
and, if it does not reach the plane of heavenly dreamland,
it inevitably becomes hellish.

Uranus causes excellence—Neptune nivellates. There
is in Neptune's working the assuredness of ups and
downs interchanging with absolute cosmic *justice’
but the existence of the unit, c.g. personality, does not
stand in any relation to the measure and rhythm of
heaving and falling of the Cosmic Ocean, so long as she
has not risen to cosmic heights, where she is able to
* swim * this ocean,

Naturally Neptune rules all sorts of psychic influences
and phenomena, from spiritism, oracle-speaking, and
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necromancy to ordinary clairvoyance, visions, and
dreams.

Cosmic formation leaves no doubt as to the number
of spheres which have to appear in the lunar half of the
solar system : we are prepared to find outside those of
Aquarius and Pisces still the spheres of Aries, Taurus,
Gemini and Cancer, the latter closing the system as a
matrix and * fire-mist-sphere.’

Present-day astronomers have no theoretical objec-
tion against the hypothesis of extra-Neptunian planets ;
the discovery of Plufo lately has practically justified the
expectation of Professor Lowell on this point.

Professor W. H. Pickering of Harvard University has
published his calculations per January 1909 for a planet,
whose revolution round the Sun would take 3731 years,
distance from the Sun 51.9; Professor Forbes of
Glasgow advocated the existence of another planet at
a distance from the Sun of 105.4" as early as the Year
1880. The astronomers Peck and P. L. Harris stipposed
three planets whose revolutions would take 297, 330,
and 6go years respectively.*

The British clairvoyant John Thomas, better known
to astrological students as Charubel, reports to have seen
two planets outside Neptune, which he called Ov. O and
La Croix, with revolutions of 297 and 3401 years respec-
tively. The former appears to confirm Harris’ first
object, the latter is not far from that which was sponsored
by Peck-Harris-Lowell (330).

Then finally G. E, Sutcliffe, a well-known author on

* Compare an article in Modern Astrology for April 1910, by
Walter Kruse, and another one in Modern Astrology for March~

Anril 1o0nh hv Rectiroam
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astrological subjects, gives data of four ultra-Neptunian
planets, prebably communicated to him by Hindu
astrolozers, but he tainks that * their positions are
gathered {rom a purely astronomical method of work-
ing.”” * Their positions are noted with great minuteness.

As a matrer of fact on the 13th March 1930, 2 com-

munication was given out by the direction of Harvard
Univessity, that at Lowell Observatory, Flagstaff
(Arizora, U.S.A.), on the 27th January, a planet had
been locatzd cutside the orb of Neptune and at such a
distance from the Sun that the revolution around it
will take the planet 330 years, thus confirming the sup-
positiozs of Peck, Harris and Lowell. Charubel,
Sutclifte and Pickering were not far from it, with regard
to that, though the zodiacal places mentioned by
Charubel and Sutcliffe do not agree, neither does the
riginal place given by Prof. Pickering ; he appears to
have corrected it later and the figures then presented
prove to be very near the truth, i.e. about 19° Cancer.?}
Per Janwuary 1st the new planet appears to be actually
at 18°33" Cancer ; its revolution appearing to take, on
closer examination, about 249 years,

Prof. Percivel Lowell proposed to call this new planet
Pluto which has been accepted. It cannot very well
be other than the first of the ultra-Neptunians, and if so
it is the one which has been called by me by the name of
Pluto or Osiris.] Its astrological qualities will be
sketched hereafter.

We have collected the figures of hypothetical planets

* Compare Modern Astrology, March 1906.

T Compare Modern Astrology, 1919, November : 8° 2’ Cancer on
January 1920.

1 The name Pluto has been proposed by me already 1 the first
ecdstion of this work (published in Dutch) in the year 1911,
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in an Appendix for those of our students who wish to
experiment with them.,

It may be noted, by the way, that Mr. Sutcliffe in 2
leaflet under the title Two Undiscovered Planets in 1910
or thereabout advocated the existence of two minor
planets between the Sun and Mercury. He gives very
minute figures and calls them Adonis and Vulcan. For
a long time astrologers have thought the existence of at
least one intra-Mercurial planet probably on account of
deviations found in the motion of Mercury, until by
Einstein's theory these have been explained from the
pressure of radiation.

For a long time I have held the opinion that within
the lunar body of our solar system between six planetary
bodies there were to be expected a seventh, taking the
place analogous to that of the Earth in the solar half, I
think I have to correct this view on the following ground ;

The solar body of the system’ clearly exists ol six
spheres, grouped three by three. This is evident from
the noumenal principles overruling them. The nou-
mena of the lunar spheres, however, show a clear
difference : first there are those of Aquarius and Pisces,
together representing the Astral World, and outside
these the other four constituting the etheric cross of
activity of the Physical World. So here lies the grouping
as two-four ; a specific difference. So finally I think
there is no reason for something in the line of * 2 sevenith ’
or link. The four outer spheres then simply are the
laboratory of etheric substance from which the solar
body is nurtured, the process working under the guid-
ance of the macro-cosmic Uranus and feeding upon the
macro-cosmic substance delivered by Neptune,



g2 ELEMENTS CF ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY

If so the {feminine) lunar half would contain six
planetary centres ¢r organs, against seven in the (mascu-
line) solar hal, which wcuid so far bz in the line of
Pythagoras’ saying * Ged loves the odd numbers”,
and bring the total number to thirteen, which looks
highlv probabie. The more so wnen we remember
that in a cumulation of globes of the same diameter
every one cf them in tre heap will mathematically be
surrounded and touched by twelve neighbours, and,
originally, one spiritual unit may be thought as coupled
with twelve material units,* The * dangerous’ thir-
teenth seat in the hall of Amfortas” castle then proves to
bear a still closer relation to the centre of our solar
system, It relates naturally as well to the Sun as the
creative centre and “. . . chief . . . of the zodiacal
coustellation .~ .” (S.D., II, 26). Considering these
thirteen in a purely physical way, i.e. as a succession of
physical globes, Saturn appears as the middle one and
as ‘“number thirteen * between the solar six and the
lunar six and again as a focus. This representation,
being the one relating to the material side of things, will
furnish an additional reason perhaps why, from a
material point of view, the number thirteen has always
been considered as unlucky or even ” malefic’, which it
actually is to those whose aims are purely materialistic,
who are ruled by the egotistic motives of Saturn and
adhere to its separateness,

Only, where the focussing centre within the solar half
appeared to act as a bi-convex lens, reversing the image,
the other case apparently shows a concave-convex
action of conveyance, projecting the image direct,

The Earth not being the organ of any separate * zodi-

* Compare Natural Philosophy, p. 109.
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acal ' stage but of the stage of ‘ uniting "—which is 2
spiritual or solar attribute—does not find 2 reflexion, at
least neither a physical nor a separate one, in the lunar
spheres. But the reappearance of the cross of the
Most High in that of the etheric spheres of Aries, Taurus,
Gemini, Cancer explains the activity of the ether to
be that of the uniting principle with regard to all material
or ‘ physical * phenomena.

The existence of four more spheres in the lunar body
of the solar system seems to be certain, Whether they
have given birth to telluric globes—physical planets—
as their organs, or have only etheric chakrams in
their places, is a question not to be decided by the
present author and actually of no avail to practical
astrology because observation is impossible in both

cases. ~
However this may be, we submit to call ;

The ruler of Aries: Osiris or Pluto,}) [In accordance with the

The ruler of Taurus: Isis or Vesta, | names of the other planets

The ruler of Gemum: Hermes or » the Latin names may seem
Mercury, preferable.]

The ruler of Cancer : Horus or Bacchus |

“ Before Osiris became the ‘ One’ and the Highest
God of Egypt*,” says H. P, Blavatsky, * he was wor-
shipped at Abydos as the Head or Leader of the Heavenly
Host of the Builders belonging to the Higher of the
three Orders ™ (S.D., I, 471). This is absolutely gppro-
priate with regard to the three positive centres inthe
lunar body, viz. Uranus, Pluto-Osiris, and Mercury-
Hermes, of which Pluto, lord of Aries, may well be
called the Head. Considering the tabula of categorical

* ie. when the vernal equinox of the Earth passed through the
heavenly Aries. Compare Chapter VI,
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ker asruler of theschere of Tausus, There was wisdom,
visior, and love = her natuve, tut the latter was of a
heavenly type and the vicgins of this Goddess were as
jealously guarded as those of Freia. If Taurus here is
the berefic magnetism by and upon which every physical
body is f2d, its planet naturally 1s the dispenser of wel-
fare, weii-being, riches, political and social virtue, in
skort : every guality neeced by physical existence, which
mzy well be said to grow upon the plane of Taurus like
herbs and trees upon a field, So one of the Hindu
names for the Mooa—" most beloved wish-cow ""—is
perfectly giving the being of Vesta-Isis, which together
with 2ll other lunar planets reflects its being in the
lunar body and the Moon of the Earth (see later). Itis
the planet of the sanctuary, where the value of all that
has once existed is known and kept, and whence all
value comes to the outer world., Therefore it is also

the planet of art and material power.

This Hermes is the proper Mercury in its function of
the * Winged Messenger of the Gods.” This is not
a name for a planet ruling a sign of earth but of air:
Gemini. Further, it alludes to a plurality of principals,
not one. For the rest we might quote from the Secret
Doctrine a passage regarding the cynocephalus, well-
known symbolical image for Mercury: “. . . a glyph
to symbolise the Sun and the Moon in turn (viz. Mercury
in‘the solar and in the lunar body in turn, Th.) . . . it
is the hieroglyph of Mercury the planet and of the
Mercury of the Alchemical philosophers, who say that :

* Mercury has to be ever near Isis, as her minister,

fm_: without Mercury neither Isis nor Osiris can accom-
plish anything in the Great Work.”
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* The cynocephalus, whenever represented with the
caduceus, the crescent or the lotos, is 2 glyph for the
* philosophical ” Mercury (viz. the alchemistic sphere of
Virgo. Th.), but when seen with a reed, or a roll of
parchment, he stands for Hermes, the secretary and
adviser of Isis, as Hanumina filled the same office with
Rama " (I, 417).

Still, as ruler of the domain of negative electrons, this
Mercury-Hermes, lord of Gemini, stands in close rela-
tion to Mercury-Vulcan of Virgo, ruler of chemical
elements, as their constitution depends on the number
of negative electrons.

Mercury-Hermes, in its function of conductor in
general, must rule also connections between our solas
system and other stars, and this, too, may justify its
name as ‘ Messenger of Gods,” These connections
certainly are a great mystery to men of the Earth—but
we may remind the legend of King Arthur, whose name
Arth-Uthur was said to indicate Bis descent fromethe
star Alpha Ursa Majoris. The planet must have to do
with the comets in the system,

Finally, the solar system is ended with the sphere of
Cancer from which a planet, which we propose to call
Bacchus or Horus, may be born.

If, after the Earth, the sphere of Saturn is a concave-
convex lens in the system, the rays from within are nassed
on to and through the lunar body in the right way and
the outer sphere will receive the images like 2 storehouse
of engravings: so memory and its reflection at a new
birth is the function of this planet.*

Therefrom this planet is the organ of Dharma, viz.

* Compare Natural Philosophy, Chapter XII,
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inner icgq*} erherzal nzcessity, being predestined by
former existence, all from the first. In bodily existence
karma anpeass a5 its phenomenon.

In Egyptan myrhology the characteristics of Horus
do pafm s not seam to cover all the ideas and attributes
attached to Bacchus by tae pﬂ*@plp of Rome, though for a
good dzal they do. Both personify the solar chuld, son
of the solar father, which in occult parlance means the
initiate who has become the absolute master of his lunar
body, living with more security in hus auric egg than the
profane marn in his physical body. This, again, means
to be master of one’s dharma and to unite the past,
present and future.

Rome has seen more divine services and principles
than this one profanated and vulgarised. Finally, the
bacchanalia bécame all that can be expected when the
lunar body is let loose and runs riot in the height of
full summer when the Sun passes the zodiacal sign
Cancer,

Vulgarisation to such an extent does not appear ever
to have taken place in Egypt and this is why there, as
a rule, we find the divine attributes depicted in more
heavenly colours, more pure, than in Rome, later,
when Indo-German or fifth-race humanity entered
upon its specifically exoteric mental period of evolution.

Together the lunar body, and in extreme instance so
the sphere of Cancer, is “the Ship of Life carrying
throughout the boundless Sidereal Ocean the germs of all
being . . . fructified by the Spirit of Life—the male
God . . . etc.” (S.D., II, 485).

This, mutatis mutandis, relates as well to the lunar body
of the Earth—and every lunar body in particular,
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The outflow of life from the solar centre must be
completed by an inflow back from the circumference,
But then there are two circumferences, properly speak-
ing, the one at the borders of the solar half, the other at
the end of the lurar half, the latter concluding the system
as a whole. Both circulations can be presented in the
following way :

As all circular or cyclic motion in the phenomenal
world will be divided into twelve, so will each of these
circulations. A diagram of the circulation between the
Sun and the Crystaline Sphere thus may be drawn
by co-ordinates consisting of the planetary orbs and

radii at angles of ?—;629::30:}. If we draw the line of the

circulation within the solar body in the way mentioned,
we get 2 figure resembling a heart. Assuming the planets
to occupy 2 place about the middle of their respective
spheres and taking the crossing of*radii and spheres in
these middle regions, the figure gets the most aceptable
shape, particularly so with regard to the reversing point
at the border of the Capricorn sphere, which in this case
also comes to rights and to its own virtue as * ring-pass-
not’, crystaline sphere, mirror, etc. The supposition
finds support in the fact that Saturn, being the special
personification of the “ form * or * vehicle * principle, is
placed in the middle of the total system. This suggests
that every planetary form or vehicle in particular wilbk be
placed about the middle region of its own sphere as well,
If so, the place of the Earth just on the border between
the spheres of Mars and Venus, and consequently com-
posed of the two, instead of being born from a sphere
of its own, appears only the more intelligible,
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Following the linz of circulation on the twelve zodiacal
principles from Saturn’s sghere inward, we find that
the latter is again covzred by Aquarsius and Saturn

evidently ruling this sign as well as Capricorn; next

by s i =)

. F16. 12.—Circulation in the Solar System,
Jupiter falling to Pisces also, Mars to Aries, Venus to
Taurus, Mercury to Gemini, whereas the solar centre
apparently functioning as Cancer reabsorbs the fuid
of life. That is to say : in this last stage of the cycle of
circulation the returning flow of life is dissolved and its
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substance dissociated in the etheric or lunar matrix of
the solar centre. So it would not be quite correct to
say either the Moon rules the sphere of Leo as well as
the Sun, or the Sun rules the sign Cancer as well as
Leo—though, of course, one could surmise that the
Sun, by its primarily positive nature, indirectly gules
also the primarily negative lunar matrix, and that the
Sun and the Moon are two poles of the one creative force
in action.

In this cycle it appears that the 30th degree of Capri-
corn becomes the st of Aquarius, or rather the reverse
of that, its counterpart ot ‘other half’, and so are
counterparts the 2gth degree of Capricorn and 2°
Aquarius, 28° Capricorn, and 3° Aquarius, etc. Because
it may be interesting for practical comparisons in horo-
scopes, we give the full list of these counterparts in the
zodiacal cycle within the solar body (see p. 102), which,
of course, has its analogy in the zodiac of the Earth (cee
later).

A similar figure may be drawn tor the other circu-
latory motion, only with the difference, that here twice
twelve radii have to be taken.

So there are two phenomena in the relation between
the solar and the lunar half, both effected by the
crystaline sphere of Capricorn, the one being that of the
transmission, the other that of reflecting and reversing.
With the first the crystaline sphere acts as a lens, with
the latter as a mirror. In both cases the particulars
of Saturn and its sphere are part of the process, so they
are transmitted and reflected respectively with the
others.
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In the process of reflection we find 2

Uranus to appear as the realisation of Saturn.

Neptune to appear as the realisation of Jupiter.

Pluto (Osiris) to appear as the realisation of Mars.

Vesta (Isis) to appear as the realisation of Venus.

Mercury (Hermes) to appear as the realisation of
Mercury-Vulcan.

Bacchus (Horus) to appear as the realisation of the Sun.

The process of transmission shows :

Uranus to be the higher or lower octave of the Sun.

Neptune to be the higher or lower octave of Mercury-
Vulcan,

Pluto (Osiris) to be the higher or lower octave of Venus.

Vesta (Isis) to be the higher or lower octave of Mars.

Mercury (Hermes) to be the higher or lower octave of
Jupiter. |

Bacchus (Horus) to be the higher or lower octave of
Saturn.

In practical astrology we find the phenomena of
both processes in the features of the planets. It appears,
moreover, that the ancient astrologers, who could not
yet make observations of Uranus, Neptune or Pluto, were
in so far perfectly right as they addicted rulership over
two zodiacal signs to every one of the planets visible
within the solar half.
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THE MOON

ROM the sclar system we now come to con-
centrate upon the Earth, the playground of
human existerce in the present stage of evolu-
tion, or perhaps better, ‘ human * evolution
proper : the stage of the birth of the spirit, the awakening
of the Ego in the personality.

The first thing to be observed, and already hinted at
before, is that in the case of this planetary unit we
naturally find a *solar 7 and a * lunar ” half as well, and
consequently a number of spheres analogous to those of
the.solar system. But there is a difference ; the planet
is not 4 sun and its solar half has not the same relative
power as that of the solar system itself, with regard to its
lunar body. In the planetary stage of the Earth the
*solar body’, in fact, has the nature of the element
earth, instead of that of fire, consequently it is wholly
passive with regard to the Sun, and partly so in relation
to its lunar body. With regard to the latter it has only
so far a certain activity as is connected with, and the
reeult of, resistance.

The planetary spheres of our Earth, so far as the solar
half concerns, have been indicated before (p. 56).
This was the image offered to the profane in centuries
of obscuration of knowledge ; it presented the scheme

104
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of a geocentric system. As in all cases of conscious
obscuration of esoteric truths, there was no lie in it;
only a phenomenon was offered instead of the noumenal
truth—an apple from the tree—and whosoever knew to
read ‘ symbols’, or eat apples, could easily refind the
concealed truth in it. A man acquainted with the Law
of Analogy could easily reconstruct the scheme on the
basis of the solar system and the Sun as its centre,
With the planet Earth, there were no subsidiary plane-
tary centres or organs formed in its solar-half-spheres.

Then we find the Moon clearly as the sole-agent of the
lunar sphere or matrix*, This explains all that has
been said about the Moon being the mother, or parent,
of the Earth, and ruling womanhood and motherhood
in astrology. For quite naturally it must-be the organic
centre, which effectuates the direct correspondence of
physical life on Earth with the Astral World at large,
both upward and down. So it regulates deaths and births
—and is the last gate on the way from the Universe to
our habitation,

To this respect it has been said, that “ the cold,
chaste Moon . .. stands in closer relation to the
Earth than any other sidereal orb. The Sun is the
Giver of Life to the whole Planetary System, the
Moon is the Giver of Life to our Globe ”” (Secret Doc-
trine, I, 415. Compare also Section X, Addenda).
We should say: the Sun is the generator of Life, the
Moon the transmitter of it to the Earth.

The Secret Doctrine is full of teachings on the cosmic
and astrological r6le of the Moon ; finally, all apparent
contradictions in these will disappear, but at first it

* Compare Secret Doctrine, I, 248,
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is rather d:fficult to concerve how the Moon can be
“a dead planzt”, the corpse of the Earth’s soul’s last
incarnaticn (I, 170, and III, £5g) and at the same time
“ the Mcther of the Earth ™ (I, 180, 225).

Now to a ciear understancding of some lunar functions,
we may well toint out that a ‘ decaying corpse ” is the
revesse of 2 Hving bocy. Whereas the latter is a gate
through whica the fux of cosmic and psychic life enters
the poysical worid, tze cther 1s a lock through which
the water is ebbing off ¢ reflux. And where life and
liveliness work stimularing on living creatures, the
phenomeron of decomposition works nausea, horror,
athorrence, by its equally potent induction the other
way ¢ there are weak people who will faint in the
presence of a cezad body, instinctively imitating its
‘ ebbing-away.” Well-known is the depressing influence
which churchyards and places of murder, etc., do exert
on sensitive persons. 1 he normal Living man, however,
as jastinctively defends himself against this sort of
inductidn 12 the negative direction by putting up more
strongly the positive part of his aura,

Onthe other hand, the death ¢f the body—as the denial
of physical life—may become a suggestion to a higher
life. As such we find emblems of physical death in the
ritual of Freemasonry and in ancient myths like that of
Osiris. The dead body of Christ on the wooden
cross should be viewed in the same way, instead of being
regarded as an object of bewailing on account of physical
suffering ; the latter being not so very uncommon in
this world, nor, in the case of Christ, so very important,
The latest war most certainly produced worse.

Still, in each case the symbol belongs to the Saturnian
or satanic category, being based on denial, and is as
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such not first class, The name Yama, Lord of Death,
is one of the Moon's names in India. As Janus with two
faces—of life and of death—he was known to the
Romans.

There is one particular which we might bring to
notice ; the nefarious influence of vampirising ngture,
which not only corpses but even the worn-out bodies
of many aged people and some sick bodies of patients
may exert on the living and healthy people, is the effect
of a being in a state of * ebbing * upon another one in
normal condition. In the case of the Earth, which is
continually in the presence of its mummy from a former
incarnation, the living planet 1s being drained of its
life-fluids by the Moon, which in this way draws back
to psychic planes the inhabitants of the Earth—and
furnishes the link between these planes and the sublunary
world, The habit of embalming the corpses of their
kings and priests had much the same meaning in ancient
Egypt. But many a reincarnated Egyptian, living in
our days in a Western body and in the midst of the
turmoil of a great city, cannot feel very happy, nor
prosper in his new body, so long as he is still connected
by a subtle psychic thread with his * Moon ’ yonder in
the Valley of Kings.

Blavatsky's astounding work, in fact, depicts the whole
pantheon of lunar gods and goddesses, personifying the
different special functions of our Moon, in analogy with
the lunar planets of the solar system. ‘

So there is Osiris-Lunus and Thot-(Hermes)-Lunus
(L, 417, 426), Isis-Luna (431, 388). It is said that Horus
1s the son of Osiris and the Moon * the eye of Horus ™
(417). The goddess Triformos (425) and the * King
Soma ”, of dreamland, impersonating “ the threefold
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power of the Trimurti” (427, 428), reminds of the
analogy of the Moon with Neptune and its trident,
As the revengeful Hecate anc Diana, goddess of hunting,
as well as ir her functions with regard to reincarnation,
the Moon apparently plays the réle of Uranus.

The maternal function is very clear in this case,
and, personified as Mary, Maya, Mare, the Moon
appears in many religions.

So everything that happens on the Earth and in the
life of it is administered by the Moon. Without the
Moon there cannot be ‘ matter 7', born from the ether,
nor the chid born from the mother. Neither is it
possible to depart from © this sublunary world ” without
its permission and direct intervention. So everything
has to wait its time and it is addicted by the Moon—
which consequently becomes the organ of changes and
distributor of periodical life, which “ ever flows "—
panta rei. This explains the importance of the Moon's
place in directional astrology,

In occult parlance every New Moon is called * a ship
launched and sent out into the world,” —Charon’s boat,
carrying the souls of the defunct * to the other shore,’
1s but a symbolical name for the Moon, which is also
said to * carry the seeds of all the living " as far as con-
cerns the Harth.

As the time-keeper to the Earth the Moon further
takes over the functions of Saturn in this particular
respect. Then there appears an analogy between the
Moon and * Our Lord —Jupiter—not only as the carrier
of life’s germs, but also in its function of Mediator
(in fact, between the solar system and physical Earth).
The latter fact has been rendered in symbology by the
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Mohammedan image of the Crescent as well as by the
Hindu saying that the Bodhisatva is a Lord of the Lunar
Dynasty. In Christian symbology the Virgmn Mary,
Mother of Christ, is still represented in the same way
as Isis in Egypt, viz, as 2 woman reposing on a crescent
moon.* The Bhagavad Gitd has Sri Krishna saying :
“ Of the asterisms the Moon I am ” (X, 21).

When we regard the respective significances of the
physical body and the lunar body, the latter on account
of its being instrumental in carrying the astral influences
into the physical world, having also been called the
* astral body’, there is the antithesis of solar and lunar
life, solar and lunar hierarchies consequently, and of
these particular two sides of existence which have found
expression in day and night, summer versus winter :
the Sun rules the day and summer, the Moon the night
and winter,

Therefore—though the Moon as the ruler of the astral
world in our life has much to do with the lower mirfd—
we must not forget that * Arhats are born at midnight-
hour "%, the hour ruled by the Moon in extremis, and
the Greatest Arhat even at the mid-winter-midnight-
hour.

A remarkable cosmic fact is that by continually
changing its position in relation to the Sun and the Earth
there appear phases of light, which have always been
regarded as symbolising different stages of the Moon’s
psychic, astral, or astrological activity. In a further

* Compare Albrecht Direr’s well-known etching, Murillo’s
Madonna, e.t.gq. See on this item: Secret Doctrine, 1, 405, and
Bhagavad Gitd, X, 21.

T The Voice of the Silence ; The two Paths, Compare Bhagavad
Gitd, VIII, 23, 24.
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chaoter we shall treas in full the differert angular rela-
ticns bemween heavenly bodies, known in astrology as
‘aspects.” The particular cass of the Moon versus the
Sun, however, we wish to consider here, because it is a
ife guestion in itself. Tke triad Sun-Moon-Earth is a
phenomenen of the law of the Mental-Astral-Physical,
and whazreas the Sun in everything with regard to Earth
life 15 potential, the Mocn works out the ideal or
* imaginary * rays, while on Earth the embodying takes
placz. Now to understand the * astral " functioning it is
necessary to draw a line of distinction immediately
between higher and lower soul regions, the former being
ruled by the (macro-) cosmic solar centre, the latter
deriving from the merely human mental centre, micro-
cosmic, and bound to phenomenal existence, in the
service of thelatter and in consequence of the desire
to maintain it. This is the reason why the lower astral
world (kama-manas of Indian theosophy) is in the service
of “Evil " as much as the higher half serves the Good,
enlightenment, love, etc.

& So the Moon must always be considered in two ways
and may act on one or the other plane of astral being.
' Moreover, the Moon has another double function,
being the receiver of the solar and cosmic life-waves as
well as the recipient of the Earth's astral ebbing,
It has to be kept in mind that the Sun’s physical
emanations go to the Earth linea recta and without
any intermediary,

As is well known, the place of the Moon’s orb inter-
sects that of the ecliptic at an angle of 7°, while the line
of intersection in 18% years runs round the circle ; so the
mean position of it may be said to be that of the ecliptic.
The Moon moving around the Earth in this medial plane
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in 27 days, 7 hours, 24 minutes, the * month ” or lunar
cycle is the measure of time for the astral nature of
things, as much as the solar cycle or year is the measure
for the development in the solar body, which means here,
in the case of our planet, the physical body. This
will be the more apparent 1f we take into considerstion
that the so-called solar revolution in reality is the revolu-
tion of the planet itself around the Sun. Finally, the
revolution of every centre around its own axis 1s the
time measure for the really mental nature of its own
existence. Thus our day, month, and year are time
measures for the Mental, the Astral and the Physical
development with regard to life on Earth. Here, of
course, lies the origin of the hermetic rule for directions 3
a day for a year (Ezechiel, IV, 6), which in modern
astrology have been called *secondary’, but whose
nature appears to me to be absolutely primary, because
of direct cosmic nature : the potentiality of a day works
out on the astral plane and in the world of feelipg In a
month, and in the world of physical things in a year
(after birth e.g.). This law is proved by astrological
practice and leaves no room for any doubt whatever.
Of as much importance as the four seasons of the year
are the four phases of the lunar cycle—in their own way.
The New Moon is the conjunction of both Sun and
Moon—so the Earth has the transmitter in one line with
the generator. This must be the moment of initidtive,
beginning of a new round. The same phase, however,
shows the physical development to be handicapped
by the astral, which in this instance receives the full
sway. This means that on Earth every new growth
must begin in the astral world and with so much as full
astral force and a minimum of physical extension.



112 ELEMENTS CF ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY

Then the Moon grows in light, which means that up
to the ohase of Full Moon the physical expression of
things grows and reaches a maximum at this phase.
Full Moon gives the possibility of fullest expression of
everything that has been conceived previously, and not
only things of growth in the plain or physical nature,
but up to the expression of the most high and divine
truths in this world. It was this natural fact which
permitted the Lord Gautama to attain his highest
enlightenment in the physical body at the moment of
the Full Moon in May, and the same fact lies at the root
of our Easter-festival, which falls on the Sun’s day after
the Full Moon next to the vernal equinox. And Jesus,
knowing the possibilities of the Full Moon, went to
Jerusalem for the Pascha—to attain his fullest expres-
sion, The Full Moon has always been considered as
the apt moment for great gatherings of people, con-
secrations, etc.

On _the moment of the New Moon, when the solar
forces are obscurated by the lunar ones, so to say, the
forces of Evil will be strongest and the opportunity of
lower astral forces entering the physical brain of man
stands most open. At this moment the Chinese ritual
tries to drive out the evil spirit or Dragon who ate the
Moon and at the solar eclipse even the Sun. The Dragon
with them is the name for the Moon's orb and the * eat-
ing ¥ of the Moon's light by its orb consequently is no
more superstition than Easter ; it is 2 plain astronomical
fact. They make big noises to chase the Evil. This
is not so bad after all —considering how much and in
how far the human brain is still open to evil influences in
general ! And sound being the expression for creative
force,
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On the moment of the Full Moon the Earth stands on
the side of the Sun, so to say, and the force for the Good
is strongest : it is full light in the soul. The phases
of the Moon fit to the conditions of the soul in a per-
fectly natural way.

In the case of Eclipses the centres of Sun, Moon. and
Earth, or Sun, Earth and Moon, are falling in one line
and the effect of the phase will be most central in its
workings, even so much as to prevent physical effect
altogether if centrality is complete. This follows logic-
ally from the premise that the physical is the denial or
‘reversal ” of centrality,

Between the two phases of minimum and maximum
light the First Quarter, of course, indicates the tendency
of the soul to go out into the world and find physical
expression, the Last Quarter, on the contrary, that tend-
ency which leads back to its origin, back from public
life and tries to find the origin of things. * Hercules,
whom a troublesome life awaited, was said to have been
born in the Last Quarter of the Moon.”
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Fig. 13.

Ruler of the astral plane, the Moon is the govermor
of the emotions and feelings and of all that relates to
the element Water, The romantic and sentimental
influence of the Moon sceptical materialists may call
* imaginary ’, but in that case they have only changed
the name, because then it was the ‘ imagination ’ which
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was influsnced by tne Mooz, and Beethoven's Moonlight
Sonata is very elogquent a plea for the reality of this
{magination, Where it runs riot against logic and reason
and appears as a mental disease it has been called
*lunacy " all from times when the effects of the Moon
wese morz commonly known than in our days.

Summing up, the Moon rules :
— in the spiritual regions of human being the Christ-
or Bodhisatva-principle and the human faculty which
responds to it; the understanding and the physical
brain, its instrument ;
— the psychic world in fofo and sentiments, feelings,
emotions in particular ; dreams and sub-consciousness 3
— in the world of phenomena the feminine side of
creation, woman, the mother, and the specific womanly
organs, womb and breasts ; further, also every intimate
circle, the family in the first place, the home, the safe-
guarding ring-pass-not of our privacy ; the sea and the
watery element in every instance ; finally, the natural
processes of gestation, nutrition, etc,

As a matter of fact in the physical world the Moon
1s at the back of every phenomenon.

If we may compare the solar body of the solar
system to a sciopticon with the lens in the Earth and the
screen in the place of the crystaline sphere it suggests
alsc an idea on the réle of the Moon therein :

" Accepting that etheric rays are refracted by the etheric
matrix, acting as a lens, in about the same way as physical
rays are refracted in a physical crystal lens, the use of
the Earth’s etheric matrix will decide the way we see
the world outside,

Taking first that our human consciousness acts in
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analogy with the cosmic conditions of th_igalar systemn,
and further that the place of the Moon in its orb decides
the way in which the matrix 1s used with regard to the
coavergence of psychic or etheric light, we shall see
that during the half of the month when the Moon is
standing between the Earth and the Sun, the lunar
sphere acts like a concave-convex lens, drawing images
together to the ocular, so that from the Earth things in
the direction of the Sun (including Mercury and Venus,
i.e. the spiritual side) are seen large, things outside the
Earth (the side of Mars, Jupiter, Saturn : the material
side of the system) small. If, on the contrary, the
Moon is in the other half of its orb, on the side opposite
to the Sun, the etheric lens makes the psychic eye see
material things large, spiritual things small and look far-
away. Short: the Moonsphere enlarfes things—a
feature well known in  lunar * types of people—and it
only depends on what object it is focussed. Some may
think this is a parable only, but it strictly falls in with
material laws and remarkably confirms the views on
the Moon’s phases with regard to consciousness and
work in the physical world.
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F16. 14.—The Moon as a Lens.

Of the other planets within the solar system Mercury
and Venus, the planets which represent stages of evoly-
tion above the human, have no satellites or moons. This
fact clearly illustrates those stages, because a physical
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crgan of the lurar bedy as 2 complement for the physical
bely is no longer necessary where * the lunar body has
been slain "—i.e. subjected and mastered from the centre
of conscicusness in the physical body. On these stages
of evcluticn, wrich include the permanent presence of
spiritual conscicusness, where physical death has been
conguered, there are no more physical remnants of
former lives because it all has become one permanent
life.

With regard to this we are obliged to point out that
the planetary centres in the lunar half of the solar
system are not ranking in one line with the moons of
the planets. The latter are lunar centres of a lower
order because the planet’s lunar body is of a lower rank
than the solar system’s, standing in relation of micro- to
macrocosm. -

The planets outside the Earth within our system all
have more than one moon. Their lunar bodies con-
sequently appear to be in more differentiated con-
ditions,



VI
THE ZODIAC IN CYCLIC EVOLUTION

(a) The Solar Zodiac,

{STRONOMY nowadays draws on its charts
he asterisms at the firmament much the same
€ as very ancient Persian and Indian charts
| d gave them. Among the most prominent we
find the twelve figurations of the Zodiacal Belt, which are
encircling our solar system in the plane of the ecliptic
and bear the names of Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer,
Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn,
Aquarius and Pisces. The Zodiac of Denderah, a carving
in stone dating from the Middle Kingdom or even from
archaic times long before this (2000~-8000 B.C.) (Musée
du Louvre, Paris), offers a very concise rendering of the
symbols given to the twelve * signs,” exactly like we still
understand them nowadays and confirming the cosmo-
logical deduction, presented before. Now what is the
meaning of this Zodiacal Belt around the solar system ¢

According to the law of the twelve, we have to expect
that in cyclic proceedings in nature they appear *as
* stations ” on * the Way of the Cross.” So this ‘ belt?
presupposes a cyclic motion either of the solar system
or of the Sun itself. The former may be merely hypo-
thetical, but the latter is actually known. And the
Zodiacal Belt of asterisms consequently must bear the
117
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significance of a cyclic process going on between the
Sun-self and the Not-szlf in the stellar world outside,
i.e. the process indicating the paruculars of the * per-
sonality 7 of txis solar bemg. Thus the asterisms have
been drawn and cizcumscribed in the chart of the
FHegvens by those who knew, why and how. This can
ro longzr be considered a preposterous supposition, now
it kas been proved that the world of Noumena must
have been known to ancient civilisations, and to a greater
exrent than our present geaeration probably., Thus far
1t remains utterly impossible for us to find out how and
why the starting-pomnt of this cyclic belt was found and
fixed. But we have some remarkable means to verify
it, as will appear.

It be well understood that the stars and stellar systems
contained within the figurative asterisms of the solar
Zodiacal Belt are no more than ‘ landmarks * with regard
to the Sun’s own cyclic process.

1

(b.) I:he Zodiac of the Earth.,

A planet moving around the Sun passes through a
cyclic process with regard to the Sun and the significance
of it will more or less depend on the eccentricity of the
planet’s orb and the inclination of its axis tupon the plane
of motion, i.e. the ecliptical plane. The eccentricity
of the Earth’s orb is relatively small and has no other
efiect than to make summers on the southern hemisphere
somewhat hotter, winters somewhat colder than those
of the northern hemisphere. The other factor is the
far more important. Infact, theinclination of the Earth’s
axis is considerable, the angle between the ecliptic and
equatorial planes measuring 233°. This fact causes our
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pianet to have seasons of widely different features as
regards temperature and weather, But it causes alsfo
a process of magnetising of the Earth by the Sun and_m
this respect the year-cycle has its most important sig-
nificance. The northern hemisphere being the positive
half of the planet and the North Pole the inlet of cosmic
forces, the Vernal Equinox, i.e. the point in which the
Sun in its annual changing of position shifts from
southern to northern latitude on the Earth (21st of
March), has been rightly taken as the starting-point of
this cyclic process. Hence onward twelve zodiacal
divisions have been counted along the Earth's aura and
again the same names have been given ;: Aries, counting
30° beginning with the Vernal Equinox on the ecliptic,
Taurus, Gemini, ., . . etc.

In the point 0° Cancer (21st of June) the Sun has its
most northerly position, in the pownt o° Libra (23rd of
September) it passes the equator going south, and in the
point 0° Capricorn (22nd of DecemBer) the Sun reaches
its most southerly position. :

From the point of view of Physics the zodiacal belt
in every instance of reality is the result of the fact of the
Sun, the Earth as well as every other planet and physical
thing being sort of an electro-magnet or solenoide. It is
well known nowadays that electric currents run round the
Earth’s surface from West to East, i.e. square to the line
of the Poles, which are magnetic ; this fact is owing to
the structure and feature of the etheric body as presented
before (Chapter III). We may leave aside the question
of the shifting of the magnetic pole from the geographic
pole, the phenomenon being the result of a purely
Péaysical constitution, which does not change the general
idea,
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This process forms the zodiac of the Earth, which is
painted or tuned in the Earth’s aura as a belt of twelve
different colotss, This auric belt is the foundation of
all practical astrology uporn Earth: it is the cupola
with coloured windows through which from the Earth
we look at the Universe and through which all rays of
influence Irom without have to pass in order to touch us,
so much so that these rays will be coloured by one of the
twelve windows and consequently act specifically upon
things and substances coming under the rule of that
colour or tune, Here cosmic philosophy and theory do
enter the reality of physical life, and practical astrology
gives undeniable proof of it.

About the 215t of March the Sun thus opens the cycle,
which consequently evolves its twelve parts or ‘ signs’
of 30° each in the ecliptic. The signs of the Earth’s
zodiac bear the same names as those of the solar zodiac
and the Niddnas. The Sun passes through the Earth’s

sigr

Aries from 21st of March till 21st of April,

Taurus from 21st of April till 215t of May,

Gemini from 21st of May till 21st of June,

Cancer from 21st of June till 22nd of July,

Leo from 22nd of July till 23rd of August,

Virgo from 23rd of August till 23rd of September,

Libza from 23rd of September till 23rd of October,

Scorpio from 23rd of October till 22nd of November,

Sagittarius from 22nd of November till 22nd of
December,

Capricorn from 22nd of December till 20th of January,

Aquarius from 20th of January till 1gth of February,

Pisces from 1gth of February till 21st of March.
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Present day astronomy does not recognise a ‘ zodiac of
the Earth’, contenting itself with the names Aries,
Cancer, Libra, Capricorn for the Equinoxes and Sol-
stices. This is rather funny : acknowledging four car-
dinal points on a circle and neglecting the rest of it.
The Sun’s zodiac or auric belt stands to the Earth’s
zodiac—naturally—in the relation of the Sun itself to
the Earth, i.e. like the Mental to the Physical, or like
the spirit (Nous) to the body. This causes an evident
difference also in the two instances with regard to the
aura: that of the Earth, or any other planet, being
coloured, at least chiefly so, by its cyclic process around
the Sun, the aura of the Sun, however, being principally
determined by its own axial rotation, Evidently this
must be so since the life and substance of a planet in
fact depend chiefly on the Sun, while those of the Sun
itself are self-determined. In the ‘ planet’ the element
of * not-self ’ is predominating ; in the ‘ Sun ’ that of
*self’. The same principle, of course, shows in, the
case of man, whose aura will be the more stable and
permanent in its colouring, as his character is more self-
determined, more like a sun, than like a planet. Now
by the oscillatory movement of the Earth's axis its
equinoxes move in a sense contrary to that of the planet
in its orb. In this way the zodiac of the Earth changes
its position with regard to the surrounding Universe
and the zodiac of the Sun, completing the 360° in
about 25 868 years, which period sometimes has been
called the Sidereal Year. Every ‘sign’ of the solar
zodiac consequently takes 2156 years and at this rate
of 50", 2 a year, it must have been about the year
108 B.C. that our vernal equinox coincided with the
point 0° Aries of the solar zodiac and the two zodiacs
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coincided altogether, if the limitations given by the
astronomical charts of Argelander, which have for the
ancient part bzen taken from the saxd ancient Persian
and Ind:an chasts, may be held to be correct.

& oy
., R S Y
. e T 3 -7 T T
oy
P R ot .
I' %"‘“ ’a- hadt M mg
A:? i&-—— /’ _A/é
R -
. X .7 "'unuuf aF w%ﬂ*”"'"
rd
= i e . =
M o -]

S0LAR Zoliac

Fi6. z5.~~The Sidereal Year.

On account of the significance of the relation of the
two this passage of the zodiac of the Earth through the
zodiac or auric belt of the Sun must be marking the
way of spiritual evolution, or specific communication
of the spirit, in Earth-life ; the vernal equinox, being the
starting-point, obviously marks the tonal setting, Thus:
when it is passing through the solar sign Pisces, as we
are having now since about 2000 years, the general or
spiritual tone of life must be that of Pisces. As a matter
of fact primitive Christianity has always taken the fish
as its symbol and still shows it publicly in the mitre of
their bishops. Jesus himself, asked by his disciples and
hearers to give them a token, answered that no other
token would be given than that of the prophet Jonah—
i.e. the Whale or “ bog fish.” Moreover the Sacrifice of
Jeses, and the entry of the period of the Fishes, as
indicated by this event, has been called : * sacrificing
the Lamb 7., Now the Lamb is another name for the
Ram: Aries, and this sign was actually left by the
vernal equinox on entering the Fishes.

There are more indications at hand pointing to this
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cyclic process of spiritual colouring, which of course
must print its mark on religion and its symbols and tates :

In the ages just preceding Christianity we find in
Greece the mysterious legend of Ulysses whose
spiritual attainments were symbolised by the acquiting
of # the Golden Fleece —the lamb's skin strayed with
gold.

At the same time Egypt symbolised its solar God
Osiris with Ram’s horns and Persia developed the martial
cult of Mithras in which the essential feature was
expressed in the killing of the Bull—the sign preceding
the Ram in this course.

Still further back, in the ages when the vernal equinox
passed through the Bull—Taurus—we find the highest
expression of religious feeling in Egypt focussed on
Isis, ‘ the Cow-horned ’, while early Greece depicted the
difficulties of spiritual life on Earth in the Saga of the
Cretean Labyrinth, guarded by the Minotaur. The
very massive structures of the BaBylonians and Sugmer-
1ans between 2000-5000 B.C. clearly show the chiracter-
istics of this fixed and earthy sign. It must have been
about 5000 B.C. that the massive foundations of the
Chinese empire and its culture and ethics were laid.

Delineation of the subsequent religious periods along
this line would certainly mean a life’s work to a whole
man. So we shall have to leave the question here. The
particulars of the sign Pisces have come out abundantly
in the Christian creed and in the particular features of
Christian civilisation, Christianity—as well as Budd-
hism dating from only 600 years later—has been
preached as the message of misericordia and renunciation
above all, and of brotherly love surpassing the narrow
limits of the family or the nation, personal ties and in-



124 ELEMENTS OF ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY

terests; devotion, retiring from the world, monastic
life, morbid ficticns about God . .. ef.q.: Pisces,
Still more characteristic perhaps is the chaos it has all
come to—Pisces agamn—oboth 1a social and religious life,
and the complete revolution, that will come at the end
of this Pisces-pericd, when all the world has been
thoroughly sozkad by it, will give the then living genera-
tion definitive confirmation of the nature of the sign,

{ tnis time-measure for spiritual life on Earth is to
be relied upon, we ought to have found the beginning of
the Christian era about 108 years earlier than is accepted
by our calendar. Indeed, there have been two theoso-
phists, Mrs. A, Besant and Mr. G. R. S, Mead, who have
expressed their opinion to this pownt and adhere to
the date of 108 B.C.

There exists; however, an ancient MS. which furnishes
us with a more precise indication, i.e. the Acta Archelar*,
This is a scripture treatmg of the controversies between
Mari or one of the Manichean brethren and the bishop
Archelao of Mesopotamia : though it is no longer taken
for an authentic piece with regard to the writer, it is
nevertheless considered to be rendering the general
accusations of the Christians of those days against the
Manicheans. The Acta dates from about A.D. 392,
and was compiled by Hegemonius, a cultured man,
who certainly will not have made a mistake of a hundred
years in three hundred.

The founder of the order of the Manicheans, Mani or
Manes, was held by his followers to be the Paraklete or
Comforter, who Jesus Christ predicted would come

* Bmumb;e, Histoire du Manichéisme, 1734, communicated to
Umgza (Review of the Netherlands Astrological Society) 1913,
p. 161,
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after him (St. John XIV", 16). The bishop, however,
denied this and based his conviction mainly on the
following reasoning * If Mani actually had been the
expected Comforter, he would have made his appeat-
ance immediately after Jesus and not, as the fact was,
some three hundred years later (. . . trecentos ¢t eo
amplius annos . + + )+ Now Mani lived from a,p, 214~
290, This 1s accurately known. Consequently the
departure of Jesus may be deduced to have taken
place about 86 B.C. and his birth 33 years earlier, i.,
119 B.C. As the bishop Archelao does not state the
number of years with precision, a discrepancy of a
couple of years with regard to our calculation cannot
be of much importance and in a general way the Acta
Archelai appears to add much weight to our supposition.

The German theosophist, later founderof the Anthro-
posophical Movement, Dr. R, Steiner, admitted, on
account of clairvoyant investigations, that at the begin-
ning of our Christian era there lived in Judea a cestam
Jesus, but this was Jesus ben Pandira and not Jesus the
Christ, he says.

If all this points to about, say, 108 years earlier than
the accepted starting-point of our calendar, a new
spiritual note and outpouring, accompanied by the
appearance of the Teacher(s) and Leader(s) is to be
expected only about 120 years hence.

So after all the Acta Archelai appears to confirme the
calculation from Argelander’s chart. Of course, thére
may and there will be more factors in the cosmic clock-
work from which exact data of happenings will depend,
and we may be pretty sure that we will not be able to
find them all out at present.

If, however, the former petiods have appeared 1 dye
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course and proved their particulars in general lines and
features above any doubt, we may safely predict in the
near future an Aquarign Era, at the entry of which
it will bz considered wvirtuous to sacrifice or kill the
Fishes and their adherents. The characteristics of the
aquarian ‘religion ’ will be chiefly universal brother-
hood and natural goodaess, etc., as to creed and virtue :
the spirit will be counted more than the letter and will
be valued by the deeds and practice of life, etc. Symp-
toms of all this are already coming up here and there.
Still, if our calculation holds good, the time has not
vet come and we shall have to wait till the year 2048
or thereabout (2156 —108=2048). Thesigns of aquarian
evolution, coming to sight now, are probably due to a
subordinate phenomenon. We hold no great brief for
the idea of ‘overlapping ’ of the subsequent periods,
not so, at least, of the period to be born still, But there
will be, of course, sub-divisions in every period of 2156
years. . Now in astrology the force of the statu nascendi
has been generally recognised and the first sub-stage is
generally, and rightly, seen as a sort of doubling of the
principal feature. This is done, for instance, in deter-
mining the successive values of the decanates of the signs
(portions of 10°), the first one doubling the nature of
the sign itself, the second one bearing a sub-tone of the
following sign of its element, the third one a sub-tone
of the last sign of the same element, e.g. in Aries:
Aries-Aries, Aries-Leo, Aries-Sagittarius, etc.

So, if we take that the parcourse of one sign of the
Heavenly Zodiac is something of a cycle in itself, the
result being handed over to the following period, we
may well expect fwelve sub-divisions agam, the first
being of the nature of the sign itself. Because the order
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of successton 1S a right one, if seen from the moving
point itself, we must count the successive sub-divisions
also right and not parallel with the converse direction
of the praecessional cycle. In this way we get the
following sub-divisions :

w
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A

DIRBLTION OF PRABCESSIONAL MOTION

F1c. 16.~Subdwvisions 1n the Praecessional Cycle.

The succession of Aquarius-Aquarius on Pisces-
Aquarius and in general this repetition of the sign which
is going to be born, would very well explamn the vehe-
mence and 1ntensity of phenomena in the new-born style,
as well as the preface to the new era which will take up
about the length of one-twelfth of 2156 years =.180
vears. Counting back from the year 2048 we artive at
1868. This appears to be not so very incredible, seeing
Edison’s experiments with electricity dating from about
this time and electro-technics being born, so to say, the
theosophical movement and socialism springing up to
spread both 1n universal brotherhood—aspirations over
the world like never a movement before. Universalism
1s born in our age. We shall treat this more fully i 14 our
later volume : Astrology in Ethics.

The sub-divisions are to be controlled by historical
facts, features, fashions, and gestures and this will
prove to be remarkable. One peculiarity which we
might point out still is the return of a sub-division of the
bygone sign very soon after the entry of the new sign :
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Aquarius-Pisces appzars 180 years after the said entry
(i.e. in 2228) and will bring some sort of reaction or
revenge of the ancient regime, which only thereafter
will be utterly done. In the same way we find the
Martian Mythras-cult striving hard to conquer still the
growing Christian influence throughout the Roman
Empire curing the first to the fourth century of our era,
in the sub-period Pisces-Aries.

(c) The Moon's Orb.

The plane in which the Moon is moving around the
Earth stands at an angle of 7° to the plane of the ecliptic,
The point in which the Moon gets northern latitude is
called the Ascending Node, in astrological parlance : the
Dragon’s Heed ; the point where it gets southern
latitude the Descending Node or Dragon’s Tail. From
the Moon's librations a complicate movement follows,
which makes the line of .12 Nodes regress at a rate which
carries it through the 360° of the Earth’s zodiac—or
rather of the ecliptic—in 187 years.

Now in astrology there has practically never been
question about anything like a ‘ lunar zodiac” and it
seems improbable that there could be, because the
Moon as a2 * dead " body has no more an aura of its
own than it possesses an atmosphere, and the real
existence of a zodiac lies in the auric envelope., So we
may safely take that a moon or satellite is never able to
form a zodiac of its own,

Still, we find something of lunar mansions in Arabic
astrology which, twenty-eight in number, appear to be
identical with the divisions of the heavens in twenty-
eight parts which we find in Chinese, Persian and Hindu
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astronomy and astrology. The Sirya Siddhdnta calls
them nakshatram, and it appears that a series of aster-
isms is meant which, starting with the point Aries, i.e.
o° of Right Ascension and Longitude, stretch through-
out the zodiac. The asterisms proper are of very much
different sizes, some taking only one or two degregs of
arc, and others ten to thirteen degrees. The nakshatram,
if they are taken as *‘ lunar mansions, stations of the
Moon 7 (VIII, 9, comment. edition of the U.S. Oriental
Society, p. 324), which appears to be admissible, do not
change their places with the Moon’s nodes and are
in no way dependent on the Moon's orb, consequently
no portions of something like a‘ lunar zodiac’, but may
be marks in—and stations of—the sidereal month.

The names of these nakshatram, as given by the com-
mentator and elsewhere, i.e, as lunar stdtions, are 3

1. Agvini (o° ~-1320 )
2. Bharani (1320 -26-40 )
3. Krttikd (2640 v-10° 8)

4. Rohini (10° -23-208)
5. Mrgaciras (23208- 6-40 1)
6. Ardrd ( 640 —20° n)

7. Punarvasu (20°z - 320 =)
8. Pushya (320 -1640 )
g. Acleshd (16-40 - 0° Q)

10. Maghéd (0° -13209)

11. Piirva-Phalguni

12. Uttara-Phalguni

(1320 —26-40 Q)
(26°40 8.~10° mp)

13. Hasta (10° -2320m)
14. Citrd (2320 m—6-40 =)
15. Svdti ( 6‘40 -20° &}
10, Vlfdkhd (zoo £ - 320 2
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7. Anurddhd ( 320 -16-40 7
18. Jyeshthd (16-40 7207 — ©° }
1g. Mila (o =-13201)
20. Plirva-Ashédhd (1320 —26-40 1)
21. Uttara-Ashidhd (26-40 1 -10° 1%)

22. Abhijut (covennnironnnns )
23. Cravana (16° —23-20 %)
24. Cravishthd (2320 15— 6-40 =)
25. Catabhishaj ( 640 —20°=)

26. Piirva-Bhddrapadd (20°= - 3-20 )
27. Uttara-Bhddrapadd  ( 320 ~-16-40 %)
28. Revat (16-40 %~ 0° )

Ancther chapter of the Sidrya Siddhdnta (11, 64,
D. 235), however, divides the circle in 27 nakshatram of
13°20" of arc éach, in the way as shown in the above list.
Finally, the 28th, i.e. Abhijit is interlaced between the
21st and 23rd of the list. It is not clear what may be
thecantention of such an interpolation, and even to the
commentator of this edition of the Strya Siddhdnta the
said treatment of AbAijit is not apparent :

* The text nowhere expressly states which one of the
twenty-eight asterisms, which it recognises, is, in its
division of the ecliptic into only twenty-seven portions,
left without a portion. That Abhijit, the twenty-second
of the series, is the one thus omitted, however, is clearly
implied in the statements of the fourth and fifth verses ”
(p. 323). The commentator further suggests that
perhaps two ideas or systems “ may have been only
artificially brought into connection ” with each other
(p. 324).

Whatever the case may be—it will be clear that these
* lunar mansions’ are portions of the Solar Zodiac or
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of that of the Earth, as we wish to take it, rather the
latter, because they are reckoned from our vernal
equinox, as 1s apparent from a table given (op. cit.,
D. 355), which in a general way confirms the 13°20 for
every nakshatra. Consequently they have no more to do
with the Moon than with the planets, but there is*one
thing in it that explains the allusion and c.g. the signific-
ance of these nakshatram as so many stations of the
Moon, i.e. that 13720’ is about the average daily motion
of the Moon through the zodiac, which 1t passes in
27 days, 7 hours, and 24 minutes. Thus the 28th
nakshatra fills up a leap-day in the lunar month we may
assume. Nevertheless the reckoning remaims somewhat
difficult to understand and Hindu astronomers appear
to be very cautious in their communications. We will
not try to follow this lunar path any further in the present
work, but note, by the way, that in thirteen lunar
sidereal months—i.e. the duration of one solar year—
there must be four ‘leap-months’, which would 2zuse
the * civil " lunar month to begin each time one nakshatra
turther and would leave at the end of the thirteen lunar
months only 12 min. in longitude surplus.

The nakshatra is again divided into four padamas
of 3°20',

The Moon's Nodes have always had more or less the
attention of astrologers, and on close examination the
reason why is apparent. The Ascending Node is the
point where the Moon gets northern Latitude, and this
point of crossing the ecliptic or auric belt of the Earth
must be expected to act in some way as a key-note to
the workings of the Moon throughout its parcourse.
On the same grounds as considered in the case of the
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zodsac of the Earth we may conclude that the Moon,
causing the ebb and flow of the nutrimental ether and
by means of the decay and growth of physical things in
Nature, will act in the way of ebbing with regard to the
Earth as a whole, when on its southern path, i.e. between
the Descending and the Ascending Node, and in the way
of flooding when on its northern path, i.e. between the
Ascending and the Descencing Node. Consequently
the Ascending Node gives the key-note to that which will
grow and succeed in the world, be exposed, expressed,
demonstrated, manifested, etc.; the Descending Node,
on the contrary, may in the same way be called the key-
note to that which will decline and fail in the world,
and be drawn back, hidden, hampered, abolished,
converted, and which will, in some cases, lead to a more
inner life and 2 deeper meaning of things. This con-
firms the general astrological idea about the Nodes:
the Ascending one is said to favour things, or to indicate
the-way in which lie things that will be favoured and
go easily (benefic), the Descending Node the reverse
(malefic)*.

(d) The Horoscopic Scheme.

The diurnal rotation of the Earth on its axis finally
causes every point on the Earth's surface to pass through
a local cycle with regard to the total plan of the heavens
sufounding.

With relation to such a point the surroundings are
primarily to be divided into four quadrants by the plane
of the horizon and that of the meridian, which indicate
the cardinal points in this process. Rising above the

* Compare G, White, The Moon’s Nodes, ed. C, D, Dutton,
London, 1927.
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eastern horizon a point of the heavens not only comes to
eye-sight, but with it enters that half of the Earth’s
aura and sphere which, to the observer’s standpoint, is
the upper one and therefore relatively the positive one,
in analogy to the northern hemisphere of the Earth as a
whole. Therefore rising in the East means: coming
into actual power outwardly, declining in the West
means : retiring into inner being. * Gomng Westward
is still an expression for expiring, and the East has
always counted as the symbol of the origin of Light:
physical light also to be taken as the phenomenon and
symbol of spiritual Light—the Light of the Spirit—as
much as the visible Sun may be taken as a personification
of Atma, the Spark.

Against the East, as the origin and initiative of the
diurnal cycle, and as such analogous to the (side of)
Self, the West 1s the object or aim of the apparent rota-
tion of the Heavens : the side of Not-Self, unto which
manifestation is given out.

In the Midheaven, on the upper mendian or zenith,
in astrology indicated by M.C.: medium coeli, the
positive activity with regard to the observer on the
Earth’s surface culminates, and on the lower meridian
or nadir, indicated by LC.: imum coeli, the outward
activity reaches a mimmum. The latter is the ground
for the statement * Arhats are born at midnight hour ”,
corroborated by the narrative of Jesus Christ’s birth
(Christmas). '

With this statement we have arrived at the principle
of the horoscope of birth or nativity,

The local cycle of diurnal rotation naturally includes
its twelve parts, which in this cycle are called Houses,
in accordance with the general law ; the succession of
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the houses being taken in the order of their rising in the
East

F1c. 17.~The Twelve Houses of the
Horoscope.

Their nature again derives from the cosmic Aries,
Taurus, Gemini, etc., and relates to the conditions
preyailing in the given point on the Earth, because the
cycle of houses for every point on Earth causes a spec1ﬁc
or particular or local auric colouring in the lower regions
of the Earth’s sphere. The Earth’s zodiac or total
auric belt pervades even the farthest and utmost regions
of the aura and has nothing to do with the diurnal
rotation, being conditioned by the intersection of the
ecliptic and the equatorial planes, i.e. by Earth and Sun
together.

This local aura then is the immediate conditioning of
all that will happen and appear in the world, outwardly
and inwardly, in the given point. The surrounding
heavens by their influences—zodiac, Sun, Moon, planets
and asterisms—act upon this point on Earth according
to the houses, in which at a given moment they fall,
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every house conditioning a certain category of the cir-
cumstances and, by analogy, certain details and parts of
the things and beings in the Kingdoms of Nature.

For the sake of easy comprehension we shall give the
significances of the houses thus derived, categorically :

Ist house (Aries) : the Self, or the thing itself, begin-
ning, initiative, the etheric impetus, consequently,
in human and other living beings, the expression of the
etheric body : this gives the tone in which the being is
stringed and which is the best possible expression of
the Higher Self or Ego here on Earth for the time.
It implies that the accurate knowledge of the ascending
zodiacal degree is of primary importance.

Ilnd house (Taurus) : the material ground or field of
action in which the Self or the thing itself is implanted,
embedded, rooted, upon which it lives and from which
it draws, but which it rules at the same moment : this
means possession (capital).

ITIrd house (Gemini) : dualism: to be or not to be,
the intelligence or intellectual motive in the Self or the
thing itself.

IVth house (Cancer): doubling the germ into a
masculine and a feminine half, thereby opening two
possibilities leading out from the Self.

Vith house (Leo) : the choice is made and will-power
incarnate, consequently the power behind the coming
action.

VIth house (Virgo) : the material means with which
the creative power is associated and connected to work,
the ways it will go and the detailed conditions with
which it is bound up.
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VIIth house (Libra) : the other of the Self, the thing
we have to compete with, the aim which the Self or the
thing itself has to reach, and the eternal problem of
equilibrium with regard to the particular instance ; con-
sequently partnership, the law, the relation between the
Self or the thing and its opposite ; possibilities of execu-
tion and realisation ; decline or manifestation.

VIIIth house (Scorpio) : the thirst, desire, or demand
in the Self or the thing, and in consequence of this the
way in which experience is sought and to be found ; the
school ; that which is wanting and which is wished for ;
the hidden motive,

IXth house (Sagittarius) : the thinking of the Self and
the Self-expression of the thing, the influence going out ;
ideal or idea, open expression of the aim ; the force of
self-renewal.

Xth house (Capricorn) : the deed or action of the Self,
circumscribed and eoncrete appearance by which the
Self 6r the thing itself may be known to the outer world ;
consequently personality, name, title, position, or place
in the world ; also the definitions or circumscriptions
this world imposes and the authorities which represent
them ; the coming event,

XIth house (Aquarius) : the co-operating surround-
ings of the appearing fact or personality ; that which
will help and that which will carry on the same ; reaction
in 3 friendly way or direct line, including understanding,

XIIth house (Pisces) : the final solution of problems,
but also solution of existence from a certain form or
definition ; consequently that which is inimical to the
outer existence of separate self and fact, etc.; reaction
in the converse or wrong way by lack of understanding.
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Tzken in their general significances and in a general
way the houses will be found ruling and conditioning
the particulars and details of the thing happening at
the moment. This may be the birth of a child, or of a
bird, a kitten, etc., or the beginning of a voyage, the
launching of a ship, the foundation of a society, .the
expedition of a letter, or whatsoever a fact, deed, or
action. Conversely we may even ask from the horoscope
of the moment—the so-called ° horary-figure —the
answer on questions which just then, at the very moment,
are haunting us, but upon which our purely intellectual
vision does not appear to be sufficiently clear,

The horoscopic figure of the moment is the picture
of the totality of conditioning circumstances, each house
being in the first place essentially coloured or tuned by
the zZodiacal sign and degree on its cusp *and the plan-
etary ruler of the same, but further and incidentally
activated by the planets, Sun or Moon occupying the
same,

Details of astrological technics will not be treated here,
full particulars being at hand in 2 good many works
on the subject.* For the same reason we shall abstain
from describing the different methods of house-division.
There are at least half a dozen of themt, those of Placidus
and of Campanus being at present the most en vogue,
Of these two we prefer the latter, which simply divides
the quadrants between the horizontal and the meridional
planes in three sections each, containing 30° of arc.
This appears to us the most logical system because the
zodiacal system in former cases—solar zodiac, zodiac

* Alan Leo, Astrology for All, Part 1,

T Alan Leo’s Dictionary of Astrology, 1929, p. 138, mentions no
ess than eight methods.
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of the Earth—did not appear to deviate from the 30°
division, as far as we are able to judge ; and moreover ;
if the horizontal and the meridional planes are to be the
cornerstones of a cyclic process, the sub-divisions should
be based entirely and solely on the former. That is all—
but it appears to us about the strongest argument one
could obtain.

There is another method of house-division, which
has been attributed to Ptolemy, though in his Tetra-
biblos we have failed to find it,* and which after all does
not appear to be a question of houses at all. To indicate
the IInd and ITIrd house, 30° and 60° respectively are
added to the longitude of the Ascendant; to fiad XII,
X1, and M.C., 307, 60° and go° respectively are sub-
tracted, zodiacally, This simply means a sort of
resonance or corsonance of these zodiacal points with the
initiating ascending point which, being the kzynote,
makes those other points resound in accosdance with
it in_the same way "as o° Aries instigates o° Taurus,
0° Gemini, etc. Cosmic resonance we might call it
perhaps. The fact is that there is something in it and
the said points are more or less active, so much has been
found out experimentally, house-division or not. We
leave it for students to experiment for themselves.

Neither will we enter into particulars of horoscopy,
which perhaps may be gathered into some later volume,
but which we are quite sure cannot be fully understood
without the general rules to which we have tried to
introduce the reader in the present volume,

We feel obliged, however, to explain more fully the
significance of the horoscope in the case of Man, human
nature and man’s process of reincarnation.

* Compare p. 236 op. cit,



VII
THE HUMAN HOROSCOPE

HATSOEVER creature is born, immobile
or mobile, know thou, that it is from the
union between the Field and the Knower

il of the Field "—says the teaching of the
Bkagamd Gitd (XIII, 27).

We shall never be able to understand anything really
about the horoscope of a human being if we do not take
mnto consideration both : the cosmic field of influences
and rulerships, as well as the knower of the field, which
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