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PREFACE

RECENT years have witnessed great accretions to our
knowledge of the initiation ceremonies and secret societies
found among many savage and barbarous communities
throughout the world. The data bearing upon these mat-
ters, collected by the patient efforts of scholarly investigators
in Australia, Melanesia, Africa, and North America, are
of singular interest to the student of primitive sociology
and religion. The present work represents an effort,
necessarily provisional in the light of existing information,
to arrive at the significance of the materials so laboriously
and so carefully collected. Starting with no preconceived
notions of the subject, the author has endeavored to shape
his theories in accordance with his facts and in many in-
stances, by abstaining from generalization, to let his facts
carry their own significance to the reader’s mind. In the
final chapter, which is to be regarded as an appendix, the
wide diffusion of initiatory rites and secret organizations
has been indicated. The bibliography supplied in this
connection, though not exhaustive, probably notices nearly
everything of importance so far published.

The scope of the work precluded any attempt to supply a
detailed examination of the various secret societies. More-
over, the evidence for the men’s house (Chap. I) and for the
age-classificatory system (Chap. VI) has been presented only
in barest outline. For additional details on these several
topics, reference may be made to the valuable treatise by
the late Heinrich Schurtz (A/tersklassen und Minnerbiinde,
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viii PREFACE
Berlin, 1902). Had I learned of Dr. Schurtz’s book at

the beginning of my studies instead of at their conclusion,
I should have gained a greater profit from this first effort
to summarize the evidence for the puberty institution and
the secret society. But I am glad to acknowledge my
indebtedness to this work as well as to the writings of Leo
Frobenius and Dr. J. G. Frazer, for sundry references to
literature which I had overlooked, even after a somewhat
protracted research.

In its original form as a thesis for the doctorate in Politi-
cal Science at Harvard University, my study has enjoyed
the advantage of a preliminary examination by Professor
W. Z. Ripley and Professor T. N. Carver. To them my
sincere thanks are due, as also to Professors Toy and Moore,
whose reading of the manuscript —a work of supereroga-
tion on their part—was all the more appreciated. To
Professor Roland B. Dixon of the Peabody Museum, I
feel especially indebted for helpful advice and never-failing
encouragement from the beginning of my task to its com-
pletion. Nor must I fail to acknowledge a non-academic
obligation to my wife, whose unselfish devotion has light-
ened many burdens in the preparation of this book.

HUTTON WEBSTER.

LincoLN, NEBRASKA,
December, 1907.

PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION

For the present edition some corrections have been made
in the text and the notes, several quotations in foreign
languages have been translated into English, and the index
has been considerably enlarged. Otherwise the book re-
mains in its original form.

H. w.

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY,
December, 1931.
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PRIMITIVE SECRET SOCIETIES

CHAPTER 1
THE MEN’S HOUSE

THE separation of the sexes which exists in civilized so-
cieties 1s the outcome, in part, of natural distinctions of sex
and economic function; 1n part it finds an explanation in
those feelings of sexual solidarity to which we owe the
existence of our clubs and unions. Sexual solidarity itself
1s only another expression for the working of that uni-
versal law of human sympathy, or in more modern phrase,
of consciousness of kind, which lies at the foundation of all
social relations. But in primitive societies, to these forces
bringing about sexual separation, there is added a force even
more potent, which originates in widespread beliefs as to
the transmissibility of sexual characteristics from one in-
dividual to another. Out of these beliefs have arisen many

- curious and interesting taboos designed to prevent the real

or imagined dangers incident to the contact of the sexes.
Sexual separation is further secured and perpetuated by
the institution known as the men’s house, of which examples
are to be found among primitive peoples throughout the
world.

The men’s house is usually the largest building in a tribal
settlement. It belongs in common to the villagers; 1t serves
as council-chamber and town hall, as a guest-house for
strangers, and as the sleeping resort of the men. Fre-
quently seats in the house are assigned to elders and other
leading individuals accordmg to their dignity and 1 importance.
Here the more precious belongings of the community, such as

B I



2 PRIMITIVE SECRET SOCIETIES

trophies taken in war or in the chase, and religious emblems
of various sorts are preserved. Within its precincts, women
and children, and men not fully initiated members of the
tribe, seldom or never enter. When marriage and the
exclusive possession of a woman do not follow immediately
upon initiation into the tribe, the institution of the men’s
house becomes an effective restraint upon the sexual pro-
clivities of the unmarried youth. It then serves as a club-
house for the bachelors, whose residence within it may be
regarded as a perpetuation of that formal seclusion of the
lads from the women, which it is the purpose of the initiation
ceremonies in the first place to accomplish. Such communal
living on the part of the young men is a visible token of their
separation from the narrow circle of the family, and of their
introduction to the duties and responsibilities of tribal life.
The existence of such an institution emphasizes the fact that
a settled family life with a private abode is the privilege of
the older men, who alone have marital rights over the women
of the tribe. For promiscuity, either before or after mar-
riage, is the exception among primitive peoples, who attempt
not only to regulate by complicated and rigorous marriage
systems the sexual desires of those who are competent to
marry, but actually to prevent any intercourse at all of those
who are not fully initiated members of the community.

An institution so firmly established and so widely spread
may be expected to survive by devotion to other uses, as the
earlier ideas which led to its foundation fade away. As
guard posts where the young men are confined on military
duty and are exercised in the arts of war, these houses often
become a serviceable means of defence. The religious wor-
ship of the community frequently centres in them. Often
they form the theatre of dramatic representations. In rare
instances these institutions seem to have lost their original
purpose and to have facilitated sexual communism rather
than sexual separation. Among some tribes the men’s
house is used as the centre of the puberty initiation ceremonies.
Wlth the development of secret societies, replacing the earlier
tribal puberty institutions, the men’s house frequently be-
comes the seat of these organizations and forms the secret



THE MEN’S HOUSE 3
“lodge.” The presence then in a primitive community of
the men’s house in any one of its numerous forms points
strongly to the existence, now, or in the past, of secret initia-
tion ceremonies.

Australian natives, who have no settled abode, present the
institution in its rudest form. Among the Kurnai in south-
eastern Victoria, the “‘young men . . . and the married
men who have not their wives with them, always encamp
together at some distance from the camps of the married
men.”’ ! The bachelors’ camp of the Euahlayi,
a tribe in the northwestern part of New South Wales, was
known as the Weedegab Gabreemai* The Ungunja of
the Arunta and other central tribes is defined by Messrs.
Spencer and Gillen as the “special part of the main camp
where the men assemble and near to which the women may
not go.” 3 The large Wurley in which Port Dar-
win (Northern Territory) lads live during their initiatory
seclusion, has obvious resemblances to the more developed
form of the men’s house found in New Guinea.*

Men’s houses are numerous in New Guinea. At Dorey
Bay, in Dutch New Guinea, we find the Rumslams, or sacred
houses, “temples of Venus as it were, where the young
people dwell. . . . Similar edifices are reported at Hum-
boldt Bay.® At Berlin Haven, in Kaiser Wilhelm
Land, the men’s house has differentiated into the Parak, or
spirit-house, and the Alo/ which serves as a common resort

Eyre, Journals of Expeditions of Dis-
covery into Central Australia, ii, 302-

304.
* Parkhouse in Rep. Austr. Assoc.

! Howitt in Jour. Anthrop. Inst.,
xiv (1885), 318 n.'; ¢f. 307. The
Tasmanian custom seems to have
been the same. We are told that the

unmarried grown lads “slept at fires
removed from the families.” (Bon-
wick, Daily Life and Origin of the
Tasmanians, 11.)

? Mrs. Parker, Euahlayi Tribe,
61.

3 Native Tribes of Central Aus-
tralia, 656; cf. also Northern Tribes
of Central Australia, 335; Schulze
in Trans. and Proc. and Rep. Roy.
Soc. South Australia, xiv (1891),
230-231; Curr, Australian Race, i, 71;

Adv. Sci., vi (Sidney, 1895), 643.

¢ Raffray in Bull. Soc. Geogr., sixth
series, xv (1878), 393. Cf. also van
Hasselt in Zeits. f. Ethnol., viii (1876),
197; Reise der Osterreichischen Fre-
gatte Novarra um der Erde. Anthro-
pologischer Theil (Wien, 1868), 17;
F. H. H. Guillemard, The Cruise of
the Marchesa to Kamschatka and New
Guinea (London, 1886), ii, 281-282.

¢ Otto Finsch,  Samoafahrten
(Leipzig, 1888), 356.
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of the men and as the bachelors’ club-house." At Finsch
Haven the original meaning of the word barlum seems to
have been that of a house set apart for certain purposes; a
Lum is a guest-house found in every larger village. A Bar-
lum is a greater house. The word now has come to signify
the ceremonies of initiation as well as the mysterious spirt
supposed to preside over them. The bull-roarer employed
in the ceremonies is called by the natives “the roar of the
Barlum.” ?* In the Constantine Haven district we find the
Buambramba,® and at Astrolabe Bay, the Bantje.! At Bo-
gadjim, a village in this region, the men’s house 1s on its
way toward becoming the centre of the initiation rites.®> In
the D’Entrecasteaux Islands every village has its house which
serves as a gathering place for the men.’ In Briush
New Guinea we find the Eramos (Elamos, Erabos, Eravos),
Mareas, and Dubus.” “The fully initiated native regards
his Eravo as his alma mater; all he knows of the past his-
tory of his tribe; his knowledge of his duties and obliga-
tions to his tribe and community; his contempt and dishke
for all and everything opposed to the interests of his tribe
and community; in brief, all that he is he owes to his Eravo,
and the teaching he received in it during his initiation will
dominate his actions through life.” *  Of these structures the
Dubu found along the southern coast east of Port Moresby,
1s the simplest form. It is merely a large open-air, four-
cornered platform supported by carved posts. The Marea
of the Mekeo district and the Eramo of the Gulf tribes are

decorated houses of much

' Parkinson in Intern. Archiv f.
Ethnogr., xiii (19oo), 33-35.

* Schellong in Intern. Archiv f.
Ethnogr., i (1889), 147, 151.

® Finsch, op. cit., 47-48.

* Baessler, Siidsee-Bilder, 73; Hoff-
mann in Nachrichten iiber Kaiser
Wilhelms-Land und den Bismarck-
Archipel, xiv (1898), 72-73; Finsch,
op. cit., 74-75; Lauterbach in Zeits.
d. 8Gesells. f. Erdkunde, xxxiii (1898),
148.

S Hagen, Unter den Papua’s, 200.

®Finsch in Annalen des k. k.

more elaborate construction.

Naturhistorischen Hofsmuseums, vi
(Wien, 1891), 24.

7 Seligmann in Rep. Brit. Assoc.
Adv. Sci., Ixix (1899), 591; Mac-
Gregor in Scottish Geogr. Mag., xi
(1895), 164; Chalmers and Gill,
Work and Adventure in New Guinea,
185; L. M. D’Albertis, New Guinea
(London, 1880), i, 318-320; Haddon
in Geogr. Jour., xvi (1900), 424-425;
Finsch in Mitth. Anthrop. Gesells.
in Wien, xvii (188%), 1-15; Chal-
mers, Pioneering in New Guinea, 180.

® Holmes in Man, v (1905), 3-4.



THE MEN’S HOUSE 5

Several of these structures, occupied by the different clans,
are found in every village of the Motumotuan tribe.t  Boys
undergoing initiation are confined in the upper story of such
buildings.  When an Eramo is built some human life must
be sacrificed, else the boyvs will not become strong and brave
hghting men.>  West of Yule Island, among both the coast
and the interior tribes, the men’'s house disappears in the
large communal houses inhabited by the men and the smaller
houses where the women live® In certain other districts
farther to the west, as at Daudai and on the Fly River,
these houses are large enough to accommodate many families.
Sexual separation is still preserved, however, by the practice
of keeping the end rooms as the club apartments of the men,
the women and children entering their rooms by the side
doors.* Such houses are obviously a close approach to
the communal dwellings found among the aborigines of
Borneo.

Throughout the Melanesian area the men’s house is met
under various names in the different islands. The so-called
“temples” found in the Admlralt) group are one form of
this widely prevalent insttution.® In New Pome-
rania, the large assembl\ houses for all the men appear
to be absent: the men’s house 1s here chiefly the resort of
the bachelors.® Among the Sulka of New Pomerania cir-
cumcision takes place in the men’s house, or 4 Ngaula.” In
the Gazelle Peninsula the men’s house is called Palnatare:.?
In New T\Iec]\lenburg, the club-houses are also used for the
reception of guests.’® The Tobes of Santa Anna,
St. Christoval, and nelohbormg islands of the Solomon
group are of great size and beauty. In them the natives

8 Finsch in Annalen des k. k.
Naturhistorischen Hofsmuseums, iii
(Wien, 1888), 100.

' Haddon in Science Progress, ii

(1894), 85-86.
2 Edelfeldt, quoted in Amer. An-

thropologist, v (1892), 288.

3 MacGregor, British New Guinea,
8s.

¢ Haddon
(1900), 421

§ Birgham in Globus, xxxi (1897),
202.

in Geogr. Jour., xvi

7 Rascher in Archiv f. Anthrop.,
xxix (19o4), 212-213.

8 Hahl in Nachrichten iiber Kaiser
Wilhelms-Land und den Bismarck-
Archipel., xiii (1897), 70.

® Finsch, op. cit., 130.
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keep their war canoes. Such houses serve also as sanc-
tuaries; blood is rarely shed within their precincts. In the
Tobes are preserved the bones of the chiefs and great war-
riors as well as the skulls of ordinary men. Boys at puberty
are confined in these houses for a year or more until initiation
is completed.! At Alu and at Treasury Island in Bougain-
ville Straits the 7Toke is represented by a mere open canoe
shed almost destitute of ornament and apparently held in
little veneration.? In the eastern islands of
the Melanesian Archipelago we find the Madai of the Santa
Cruz group,® the Gamal of the Torres Islands, Banks
Islands, and Northern New Hebrides,* the Imeium of
Tanna and the Simanlo of Erromanga, islands of the South-
ern New Hebrides.® In the Banks Islands, when a boy
passes out of childhood, he is sent to sleep in the Gamal,
his parents saying, ““He is a boy; it is time to separate him
from the girls.” ® In all the islands of this region the men’s
house appears as a club-house for which preliminary pay-
ments at entrance and additional payments at later periods
are required. Thus at Meli, one of the New Hebrides,
the men prepare all their food 1n their own club-house which
is of course tabooed to women. Anything that a woman
cooks would be considered unclean. Only in childhood
does a boy eat with his mother.’ In the Loyalty
Islands, bachelors’ establishments are common,® and they
are probably to be found in New Caledonia.’

In every inhabited island of Torres Straits “there was a
certain area set apart for the use of the men which was
known as a Kwod.” Some islands appear to have had one

' Gaggin, Among the Man-Ealers,
150-161, 212-213; Guppy, The
Solomon Islands and their Natives,
53, 67—71; Hagen in Tour du Monde,
Ixv (1893), 375; Woodford in Proc.

* Codrington, 0p. cit., 101; Gaggin,
op. cit.,, 93; Coote, The Western
Pacific (London, 1883), 64; Baessler,
Siidsee-Bilder, 203.

* Gray in Intern. Archiv f. Eth-

Roy. Geogr. Soc., new series, x (1888),
372; Elton .in Jour. Anthrop. Inst.,
xvii (1887), 97; C. F. Wood, 4
Yachting Cruise in the South Seas
(London, 1875), 118-121.

* Guppy, op. cit., 71.

? Codrington, Melanesians, 102.

nogr., vii (1894), 230; H. A. Robert-
son, Erromanga, the Martyr Isle, 37s.

¢ Codrington, 0p. cit., 231.

" Baessler, Siidsee-Bilder, 203.

® Ella in Rep. Austr. Assoc. Adv.
Sci., iv (Sidney, 1893), 625.

® Codrington, op. cit., 101.
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only; others had several.! The term kwod was also applied
to the village houses for the reception of visitors. The
institution of the Kwod “lent itself to prolonged intercourse,
as we may safely regard each Kwod as being the real centre
of the pubhc life of individual communities. iF No woman
or girl “might visit a Kwod, boy-children mlght g0, but not
when a ceremony was taking place. After initiation the
young men could frequent the Kwod and they habitually
slept there and they had to look after the place, keep it in
order, fetch water, collect firewood, attend to the fires, and,
in fact, to do whatever the elder men required of them. If
the elder men went out to fish or to harpoon dugong or turtle
and had good luck, they would probably bring some fish
or meat to the Kwod, and it was the duty of the young men
to cook it. Grey-headed men talked and discussed about
fighting, dancing, tai, augud, women, and other matters of
interest. The young men sat still and learnt from the old
men, as my informant said, ‘it was like a school.”” 3

The men’s house in one or more of its numerous forms is
found among many Borneo tribes.* The Pangah, or head-
house, of the Land Dyaks of Sarawak serves both as the
abode of the unmarried men and as the place of reception
for guests.® The long houses of the Sea Dyaks
contain an entire village community settled, primarily for
safety, in one building. Such houses “are really villages
of a single street, the veranda being a public thoroughfare,
unobstructed throughout its whole length, in front of the
private family rooms.” ® This veranda, or Ruaz, 1s the sole
survival of the men’s house. Here all male visitors are

! Haddon in Reports of the Cam-
bridge Anthropological Expedition to
Torres Straits, v, 3.

2 Ibid., 263-264. * Ibid., 365-366.

¢ Forrest, A Voyage to New
Guinea and the Moluccas (Dublin,
1779), 102; Boyle, Adventures among
the Dyaks of Borneo (London, 1865),
63; Wallace, The Malay Archipelago,
i, 103; Bock The Head-Hunters of
Borneo, 197; Yule, in Jour. An-
throp. Inst., ix (1880), 296.

8 Roth, Natives of Sarawak and
British North Borneo, ii, 156; Col-
lingwood, Rambles of a Naturalist,
237-240; Spenser St. John, Life in
the Forests of the Far East, i, 139,
167; Sir Hugh Low, Sarawak (Lon-
don, 1848), 280; A. R. Hein, Die
Bildenden Kiinste bei den Dayaks auf
Borneo (Wien, 1890), 15, 216.

¢ Furness, Home Life of Borneo
Head-Hunters, 2.
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invariably received and here at night they sleep with the
boys and bachelors. _ i

The existence of the men’s house is disclosed in many of
the East Indian islands. Among the Battaks of Sumatra
the institution is known as the Balei, or town hall,® the
Djamboer,® and the Sopo. In the districts where the Sopos
are found they are open to the women, who sit in them and
ply their daily tasks of weaving.* The bachelors sleep there
at night. “Since the unmarried women may not sleep in
their house but in the house of some old woman, who receives
them all as guests, it often happens that this chaperon, by no
means strict, accompanies them into the Sopo, to let them
converse with their youthful lovers.”s At Nias, an
island off the western coast of Sumatra, the Osale 1s described
as ““the assembly hall where the older warriors gather with
the chief to discuss questions which interest the entire village,
such as declaring war, concluding peace, and administering
justice.”® The ‘““guest-house” of the Mentawai group,
south of Nias, 1s used for similar purposes.’ In the
central parts of Celebes, the men’s house is known as the
Lobo.? In many islands of the Banda Sea, such as Flores,
Letti, and Timorlaut, we meet with the same institution. In
Flores 1t 1s called Romaluli,® in the Kei Islands, Roemakh
hompant,'® in Timor, Umalulik.'! In Ceram, the
Baleuw, or men’s house, is employed as the secret lodge of

! Roth, op. cit., ii, 12; Henry 162; Volz in Tijds. k. n. Aardrijks.-

Keppel, The Expedition to Borneo of
H.M.S. Dido (New York, 1846), 33.

> Marsden, History of Sumatra
(London, 1811), 56, 266~267; Von
Hiigel in Geogr. Jour., vii (18q6),
177; Emil and Lenore Selenka, Son-
nige Wellen, 308, 337; Giesenhagen,
Auf Java und Sumatra, 219, 226-227;
Julius Jacobs, Het Familie-en Kam-
pong-leven op Groot-Atjeh (Leiden,
1894), i, 74-75.

¥ Westenberg in
Aardrijks.-Genoots.,
xiv (1897), 0.

* Kédding in Globus, liii (1888),
76; Schreiber in Ausland, lv (1882),

Tijds.
second

k. n.
series,

Genoots., second series, xvi (1899),
432.

® Modigliani, Fra ¢ Batacchi In-
dipendenti, 28.

¢ Id., Un Viaggio a Nias, 209.

" Maass, Bei liebenswiirdigen Wil-
den, 104 sq.

& Paul and Fritz Sarasin in Zeits.
d. Gesells. f. Erdkunde, xxix (1894),
332.

® Jacobsen, Reise in die Inselwelt
des Banda-Meeres, 46, 140, 213.

'® Plantin in Globus, lxii (1892),
316.
" Forbes in Jour. Anthrop. Inst.,
xiii (1883), 411-412.
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the powerful Kakian organization. The rites of the society

take place in an enclosed part of the structure hidden from
the gaze of the uninitiated.! In each village of
Formosa there are one or more Palangkans, large enough to
hold all the boys who have reached the age of puberty and
are still unmarried.  In the Palanghans, also, various public
matters are discussed by the village elders. As public
caravanserais, they are often open to all visitors.?

The men’s house exists among the less civilized inhabit-
ants of the Phlhppme Archlpelano The Igorot, who
dwell in the mountains of northern Luzon, possess the 1 in-
stitution 1n a double form. The Pabafunan “Is the man’s
club by day, and the unmarried man’s dormitory by night,
and, as such, it is the social centre for all men of the Ato
[political division], and it harbors at night all men visiting
from other pueblos.” * In addition there is the Faws, or
council-house, which is more frequented by the older than
by the younger men. In some cases the two structures
are under the same roof.*

Common to all the Dravidian tribes of India 1s the hab-
itation called among the Oraons, Dhumkuria, in which
the bachelors reside. In some of the villages the young
unmarried women have a separate building of their own like
the Dhumkuria, where they sleep under the guardlanshlp
of elderly women. In other villages the women sleep in
the bachelors’ houses. “The Dbumkuria fratermty are
under the severest penalties bound down to secrecy in regard
to all that takes place in their dormitory; and even girls
are punished if they dare to tell tales. They are not allowed
to join in the dances till the offence is condoned. They
have a regular system of fagging in this curious institution.
The small boys serve those of larger growth, shampoo their
limbs, and comb their hair, etc., and they are sometimes
subjected to severe discipline to make men of them.”?®

! Prochnik in Mitth. k. k. Geogr. Ethnogmphica} Survey of the Philip-
Gesells. in Wien, xxxv (1892),596-597.  pines, i (Manila, 1905), 5I.

2 Taylor in Proc. Roy. Geogr. Soc., 4 Ibid., 52 o
new series, xi (1889), 23I; Kisak 5 E. T. Dalton, Descriptive Eth-
Tamai in Globus, 1xx (1896), 96. nology of Bengal (Calcutta, 1872),

$ Jenks, “The Bontoc Igorot” in  248. See also 272.
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Among the various primitive tribes of Indonesian type
occupying mountainous districts of further India, the
men’s house flourishes to-day chiefly as a guard-house
where the young men live in a semi-military organization.
“T could not find,” writes one observer of the Nagas of
eastern Assam, “that there was any initiation when boxs
first left their parents’ homes and slept at the Morang; it
seemed to be a civil rather than a social institution.” !
Among the Kolya Nagas the young married men are to-
gether with the bachelors in the club-houses.” In addition
to the separate sleeping quarters which the Angami, or
Western Nagas, provide for their young men, there are
platforms in the centre of every village, where the old men
and the young men meet separately for their tribal discus-
sions. The decision of the elders usually prevails.®  Among
the Abors the village notables meet daily in the Morang for
discussion of affairs of state. “The most important and
the most trivial matters are there discussed. Apparently
nothing is done without a consultation, and an order of the
citizens in Morang assembled is issued daily regulating the
day’s work.”* Similar institutions are found
among the Mois and Khas of Siam,® and among various
tribes of Anam ® and Cambodia.”

Some form of the men’s housc appears to be widely ex-
tended throughout both Micronesia and Polynesia.® In

' Furness in Jour. Anthrop. Inst.,
xxxil (1902), 454. See also Peal in
Jour. Roy. Asiatic Soc. of Bengal, lii,
part ii (1883), 16-17.

? Watt in Jour. Anthrop. Inst.,
xvi (1887), 358.

® Prain in Revue Coloniale Inter-
nationale, v (1887), 480, 491.

¢ Dalton, op. cit., 24. See also
for further descriptions Schlagintweit
in Globus, xxxiv (1878), 264; Brown-
low in Proc. Asiatic Soc. of Bengal
(January, 1874), 17-18, and plate ii;
Needham in Proc. Roy. Geogr. Soc.,
new series, viii (1886), 317; Miss
Godden in Jour. Anthrop. Inst.,
xxvi (1896), 179-192; and the paper

by S. E. Peal, “On the Morong as
possibly a Relic of Pre-marriage
Communism,” Jour. Anthrop. Inst.,
xxii (1893), 248-249.

®Bonin in Bull. Soc. Geogr.,
seventh series, xvii (Paris, 1896),
112; Bel, ibid., xix (1898), 270.

® Cupet in Tour du Monde, lxv
(1893), 200207, 216, 218; Lemire in
Revue d’Ethnographie, viii (1889),
282-283.

" Aymonier, Le Cambodge (Paris,
1900), i, 32.

® For examples from the Pelew
Islands, the Carolines, and the La-
drones, see infra, pp. 168-170.
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the Polynesian area the men’s house is largely a social and
rehmous institution, often under the direct control of the
chlefs and leading families. Many illustrations are found
in the Maniapa of the Gilbert Islands, the council-house of
the men where every noble family had its own seat along
the sides of the structure,’ in the Heiau of the Hawaiian
Islands,” the Malai of the Tonga group,® and in the struc-
tures generally cnlled Maraes or Alarmr found in the Austral
or Tubuai group,' the Union group,® the Society Islands,®
especially in the island of Tahiti,” at Penrhyn Island,?
and at Fanning Island.? At Niue or Savage Island, the
Tutu, where chiefs sat in council with the king, was a struc-
ture similar to the JMarais.'® The Alara or Moroi of the
Marquesas Islands also served as a temporary resting-place
for the bodies of deccased chiefs." In the Hervey group,
at convenient intervals, the king as high priest of all the
gods, summoned the young people to thelr various family
Maraes to be publlcly named 712 In Samoa,
the annual feasts in honor of the gods were celebrated in the
central Maraes of the villages.”® The Faletele, or spirit-
houses, of the Samoan villages were generally placed in the
principal Maraes. Here the young men slept by themselves

! Hale in United States Exploring 8 Smith in Trans. and Proc. New
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101; Meinicke, Die Inseln des Stillen
Oceans, ii, 335.

* William Ellis, Narrative of a
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34-
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Natives of the Tonga Islands (Edin-
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