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NOTE

——

It has been a labor of love to edit my husband’s version
of the Nibelungenlied. At the time of his death the manu-
script was so far advanced that it could be made ready to
publish; but it lacked the final revision he had hoped to
make, and it may well be that it contains inaccuracies which
would have been rectified had he lived.

A few unfinished, pencilled pages of Introduction, begun
after he was ill, will show something of what he wished to
tell us of the poem itself, and of his reasons for making
this new translation of it. He had worked long, and very
lovingly and carefully, over this version, with a profound
appreciation of the value of the great epic, which he wished
to help others to know better and to value more.

Maery S. Coss.



INTRODUCTION

———

The Nibelungen poem is the only great national epie
that the people of Europe have produced since antiquity. It
is a monument of the highest interest for the history of the
development of the human mind, for it permits one better
than any other to divine the mysterious processes of the
formation of epic poetry. It belongs not alone to Germany,
but also to every country which has been peopled by
Germanic tribes, for it includes the heroic traditions of
the Franks, the Burgundians, and the Goths, and in it
are the memorials of the ancient myths that the victorious
race carried with them in quitting the Asiatic plateau.
Although colored by the reflection of the Christian and
chivalric ideas of the Middle Ages, it furnishes a unique
picture of the manners and sentiments of primitive
Germany. ®* ®* ® ® The first publication of a fragment of
the Nibelungenlied already goes back to more than a hun-
dred years; but Germany of the eighteenth century was not
ready to appreciate this monument of the ancient genius
of the Germanic race, whose savage grandeur and un-
polished beauties form so great a contrast to the master-
pieces of Rome and Greece. Neither was the full im-
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viii INTRODUCTION

portance comprehended of this production, which differed
so much from those which had formed the classic taste.
It is only since the revolt of the national spirit against
the supremacy of Napoleon that the favor of the public
has turned to this work of the olden times, which portrays
with great vigor the martial and heroic customs of the
subduers of the Roman Empire. But from this time honor
is not wanting to the Nibelungen-nét. It has become
an object of the veneration of Germany, which regards
it as the Iliad of her sons: and Art and Music, each in
its turn, has been inspired by its chief episodes. It has
penetrated the peasant’s hut as well as the dwellings of
the great; and in the same way that the heroic songs
which celebrated the death of Siegfried, or Kriemhild’s
revenge, resounded of old wherever one of the dialects of
the old Germanic idiom was spoken, so in our day the
Nibelungen-n6t has become the common literary patri-
mony of all the people who make up modern Germany.
The question of the origin of this epic has given rise
in Germany to discussion as instructive as, and more
prolonged than, that of the origin of the Greek epic.-
Certainly the poem of the Nibelungs is far removed from
the literary perfection of the Iliad, and, by consequence,
it does not present an interest as general as the Homeric
poem: but by not going back to so remote an antiquity
it better permits a study of the manner in which it was
composed, and the sources from which it has sprung. The
profound examination of the originals of the national
epics of India, of Persia, of the Middle Ages, and of
primitive Germany has diffused a new light upon the
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interesting problems in comparative literature. Now, of
all these studies none has given results so important as
that of the German epic. Here, in reality, one not only
possesses a complete poem, the Nibelungen-nét, but in
addition one can follow the march of the epic tradition
for more than a thousand years, from the moment when
it appeared to us under the form of lyric chants, until
the time when it was resolved into popular songs, which
continued to be transmitted from age to age by the simple
agency of the rural populations. * ¢ ® *

In prepanng a new translation of the Nxbelungenhed
my aim has been to contribute to an expansion of the
knowledge of a work that affects us more nearly than
the Iliad, for it is the product of the poetic faculties
of the race to which we belong. I have followed the
original, phrase by phrase, without avoiding the negli-
gences, the obscurities, the repetitions, that it presents.
In the literary monuments of primitive epochs, not less
than in ancient stone inscriptions, every expression has
its own value, which we are compelled to leave as it is,
for the slightest change in the physiognomy of terms
suffices to transport us into another time and another
order of ideas.

The text of the Nibelungenlied has been the subject
of extended commentaries and profound study, and I have
felt myself bound to render it with most respectful
exactitude. ®* ¢ * *






THE NIBELUNGENLIED

FIRST ADVENTURE
THE DREAM OF KRIEMHILDA

RADITIONS of the olden time of marvels in abun-
dance tell ; .

Of heroes worth our utmost praise, of gallantry unspeak-
able,

Of grand festivities and joy, of bitter plaint and scalding
tear,

Of bold assaults of warriors; and now these wonders you
may hear.

In Burgundy there once grew up so excellent and fair a
maid,

That not in any land on earth could greater beauty be
displayed.

Kriemhilda was the name she bore, and she attained such
loveliness,

That many a swordsman had for her his life and name to
sacrifice.

This lovely virgin to adore to no one could discredit
bring,

Her hand did many a warrior seek, repulsion could in none
upspring.

Most beautiful to look upon the maiden was beyond com-

pare;
The damsel’s affability all women it would grace to
share.
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Three kings to her as parents stood, noble all and vastly
rich;

Two were Gunther and Gernot, and each a hero hard to
match;

Then the stripling Geiselher, as choice a swordsman as
could be. :

Her guardians these princes were, for sister to them all
was she.

Beneficent these monarchs were, moreover born of lofty

Exce:?i§:; bold and powerful, commendable in war and

As Blt)l?;:;xdy was recognized the country under their com-

Mira?l‘:sj,ldi:n after years, they all performed in Etzel’s
and.

At Worms upon the Rhine abode these rulers in their pomp
. and might,

And served in all the land were they by many a consequen-
tial knight,

With sterling honor and respect, as long as life for them
endured ;

Until they met a sorry death, by two exalted dames pro-
cured.

As Uta was their mother known, a rich and celebrated
queen;

And their father Dankrat was, who them, in equal shares
between,

His heritage bequeathed at death; in former times a
mighty man,

Who, even in his younger days, high glory and esteem
did gain.
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The three kings thus presented were, as I already have
made known,

Of wondrous might and bravery; and in subjection to
their throne

Were also noted warriors, of whom it truly hath been
said,

That powerful and bold they were, and in contention un-
dismayed.

Von Tronya Hagen was of these, to whom his brother you
may join,

The agile swordsman, Dankwart named; and then, from
Metz, Lord Ortewein.

To these append two margraves bold, who Garie were and
Eckewart,

Sir Volker likewise from Alzey, in strength without a coun-
terpart.

Purveyor Rumold, too, was there, a swordsman held in
high repute;

And Sindold and Sir Hunold both, in whom control was
absolute

Of ceremonials at the court, submissive to the king’s good
will. )

Still under them were warriors, the names of whom I can-
not tell. ‘

Dankwart marshal was at court; his nephew, Ortewein of

Metz,

Served as butler to the king, and carver of the royal
meats.

Sindold bore the monarch’s cup, a swordsman lofty in
renown ;

Hunold was his chamberlain; and honor great to all was
shown.
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Of all the glory at their court, of their enormous field of
wer,

Theh?o dignity and elegance, of all the knighthood there
in flower,

Of how these nobles were employed with satisfaction all
their lives,

Of these affairs can no one, now, deliver perfect narra-
tives.

Amid these honors well sustained, Kriemhilda had a start-
ling dream:

She a falcon wild had reared, of shapeliness and strength
extreme;

Two eagles now had seized this bird, and in her dream she
saw it done,

And from nothing in the world could she intenser grief
have known. ' -

With great particularity her mother she the vision
told,

And she its meaning to her child in this way only could
unfold:

The falcon, thou hast so brought up, a noble husband
seems to be;

For thee may God him safely keep, or he will soon disas-
ter see.

Oh, why do you to me discourse of husbands, dearest
mother mine?

Without the love of warrior, to end of life, will I
remain.

So beautiful will I endure, till I am ready for the

ve,

Thatg?:om the love of any man no trouble shall I ever

have.
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Be not thou quite so sure of that, replied the mother to
her child;

If ever thou, upon this earth, with happiness of heart be
filled,

From love of man it must arise. Thou wilt a beauteous
wife become,

If only God to thee vouchsafe a good knight’s manly form
and home.

This subject let no further go, dearest mother, answered
she;

In many a wife’s estate in life is evidence from which we
see

How love can only, at the last, with grief and misery be
shared.

I such matters will avoid, and from sorrow thus be
spared.

From love’s inexorable sway Kriemhilda was at present
free; ’

And thus of many a happy day did this good maid the
passage see.

She all this time of no one knew who took her fancy as
a man,

Till wi'fh honor she, at length, a warrior of worth did
gain.

The falcon then was manifest, that in her dream had taken
breath,

Just ;s llir mother had explained. Because of his untimely

ea

How bloody was the recompense that she her nearest kins-
men paid! *

In consequence of that one death low many a mother’s son
was laid.




SECOND ADVENTURE
CONCERNING SIEGFRIED

ITHIN the Netherlands, just now, a royal youth
was earning fame;

Siegmund was his father called, and Siegelind his mother’s
name.

Within a massive fort they dwelt, known around from
shore to shore;

Below upon the Rhine it stood, and Xanten was the name
it bore.

Of this young ruler I will now all the virtues let you

8ee;

How he from fault of every kind was always kept un-
stained and free.

A high renown and wondrous strength the hardy man did
soon obtain,

And, oh, what reputation he, througlout the world, at
once did gain!

By all as Siegfried was yclept this strenuous and noble
knight ;

With many a sturdy warrior he boldly matched himself
in fight.

By energy and skilfulness to foreign lands his way he
made ;

And agile swords indeed he found, when into Burgundy he
strayed.

6




SECOND ADVENTURE 7

When in the prime of life he was, and even in his earlier
days

Siegfried ’did such feats perform that you the story would
amaze.

On him high honors were bestowed, and he so fair and
handsome grew

That women oft enchanted were, and at h1m their endear-
ments threw.

Brought up was he with tender care, as to his high degree
was due,

Ideas lofty and refined from his own mind he also
drew.

A great embellishment it was to his imperial father’s
land

That he in everything became so truly great, and nobly

grand.

He now had come to such an age that he to court was bid
repair,

Where all were joyful him to see. Many a dame, and
maiden fair,

Wished ardently that he would come, forever after, day
by day.

For him they much affection felt, and he divined what in
them lay.

Seldom was the youth allowed without attendants forth to

Wlthng:a;nd apparel him to grace his mother Siegelinda

The :nl;t men did him instruct, who high in dignity did

Thus:ae%?l} could he secure as well the people as the
nd.
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He so strong had now become that arms he bore, as I have
said ;

And everything that needful was, to him in plenitude was
fed

Already. he began to muse on wooing with the lasses
fair,

And all with honor might desire the comely Siegfried’s
love to share.

His father, Siegmund, ordered now in all his land to be
foretold,

That he, with his devoted friends, a grand festivity would
hold.

Emitted was the news thereof in many a land of foreign
sire.

And both on natives and on guests bestowed he horses and
attire.

Wherever any might be found who could, from circum-
stance of birth,

The dignity of knighthood claim, such youths of family
and worth

Invited were into the land, that they the banquet might
attend,

Upon them, with the noble prince, the sword of honor to
suspend.

Great wonders could related be of this repast and courtly
fun.

Both Siegmund and his royal spouse, before the day had
ended, won

Unbounded honor by the gifts apportioned by them far
and wide;

Whence to them, within the land, were many aliens seen
to ride.
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A full four hundred noble lads accoutred were, so it is

said

Together, with the monarch’s son. Many a fair and lovely
maid

Herself exerted at the work, for favor with them he had
found. -

The women many precious stones fastened on a golden
ground.

And these, with laces fine and rare, upon the drapery they

For :ﬁw&)d;se brave young warriors; an enterprise to duty

Seatso::g(;ted had the host for many a brave and daring

Whe::,m :;: solstice of the sun, Siegfried’s knig;xtly life
began.

Within the temple of the Lord many a feathered squire did
&0,
And noble knights in goodly count. The elder ever rightly

do,

When they to youth their succor give, as done to them in
bygone days.

Upon the many varied sports they hoped with pleasure
now to gaze.

As, God to praise and glorify, a mass they solemnized in
song,

So rose the people round about, a mighty and expectant
throng';

And they, with honors so extreme, according to chivalric
rites,

As hard it were to see again, were formally created

knights.
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Now hurried they to where they found saddled steeds in
ample crowd;

And then became, in Siegmund’s court, the knightly tour-
nament so loud,

That in the palace and the hall the roar thereof was plainly
heard.

The warriors excitedly themselves in friendly strife be-
stirred.

From men of years as well as youths, rang out the sound
of many a shock,

As now the atmosphere was filled with shattered spear and
broken stock.

The flying splinters could be seen, speeding far as castle
wall ;

And men and women viewed the sport, together inter-
mingled all.

The host now bade them to desist. The horses from the
ground were led,

And many a broken shield was found, though nobly borne
and stoutly made;

And precious stones, in goodly count, bespattering the
grass were seen,

Torn from the shining bucklers worn, so fierce the rivalry

had been.

At table took the guests their seats, as these to them had
been assigned ;

And there allayed with regal food their lassitude of frame
and mind,

Assisted by the choicest wines, which in extreme profusion
flowed.

On native born and strangers all were honors to the full
bestowed. '



SECOND ADVENTURE 11

In so much sport did they engage, from early morn to
sun’s decline,

That those who on them had to wait from labor could no
respite gain;

They served them for the recompense, which there so lav-
ishly was found,

That over all of Siegmund’s land their thankful praises did
resound.

On this occasion did the king on Siegfried, his young son,
confer

Both land and castles, as to him his father did them once
transfer;

And also to his brother knights he gave with unrestricted
hand,

Whereat the journey them rejoiced, which they had made
into his land.

These court festivities endured, without a pause, for seven
days,

When Siegelind, the wealthy queen, conforming to the
ancient ways,

Gave right and left much ruddy gold, from deep affection
for her son;

Whereby she found, as she deserved, that he the people’s
love had won.

In course of time it came to pass no vagabonds were in that
land ;

Abundantly bestowed on them were clothes and horses out
of hand,

As if the donors had to live no longer than a single
day.

No servants ever had been seen rewarded with such gifts
as they.
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With honors of surpassing worth, an end was made of this
long play,

And famous lords of riches vast, in after times, were heard
to say

That willingly would they become the vassals of the youth-
ful knight;

But this did Siegfried not desire, that hero of transcendent
might.

So long as on the earth endured Sir Siegmund and Dame
Siegelind,

Their only son, to both so dear, to don the royal crown
declined ;

Yet he aspired, with lordly hand, to nullify all harm that
could

Be apprehended for his land, with all a swordsman’s hardi-
hood.

Him no one ventured to abuse, for ever since he arms first
bore,

Himself he rest had scarce allowed, this chieftain worthy
to adore.

He nothing but encounter sought, wherein, by aid of his
strong hand,

Renown he hath most justly earned, in every age and every

land.
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\
HOW SIEGFRIED CAME TO WORMS

UT seldom had our chieftain’s heart been vexed by
any pang of love.

He once upon a time was told, there dwelt in Burgundy
above

A lovely maid, with form as fair as any one could wish to
see.

From her he soon much joy received, as well as grief and
misery.

The beauty of her face and form had made her famous far
and wide;

The tender heart and lofty soul, that in the maiden did
abide,

Encountered had so often been, by heroes in adjacent
lands

That man’y guests, on her account, King Gunther had
upon his hands.

Thus many might be seen about, who would to her their
love confess;

But Kriemhild, in response thereto, could never in her
heart say yes.

Not one of them would she accept as suitor for her royal
hand ;

A stranger yet to her was he beneath whose sway she soon
would stand.

13
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And now to sacred love were turned the thoughts of Siege-
linda’s child ;

Compared with his might other loves a passing breath of
air be styled.

Full worthy to obtain was he a consort with high virtues
clothed ;

The noble Kriemhild, by and by, to hardy Siegfried was
betrothed.

Now those to him in service bound, or friendship’s fealty
did grace,

Adbvised that, as he was inclined to yield himself to love’s
embrace,

His hand he- should on one bestow who never could him
bring to shame.

- To this the gallant Siegfried said: Kriemhilda is that

maiden’s name,

The worthy sister of the king, who up in Burgundy doth
reign,

For she is Beauty’s masterpiece. I fully know and will
maintain

There is on earth no prince so great, should he to matri-
mony lean,

That him it would not well befit to wed this young and
potent queen.

The news of what was happening now fell upon King
Siegmund’s ear.

About it all the people talked, and thus to him was made
appear

The inclination of his son; and greatly was the father
grieved

That he to woo this lofty maid a disposition had con-
ceived.
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The rumor also reached the ear of Siegelind, the noble
queen,

And she, perforce, for her dear child assumed an appre-
hensive mien;

For well did she King Gunther know, with warring hosts
at his behest;

And hence was set on foot a plan to turn our hero from
his quest.

Then spake the valiant Siegfried thus: Most venerated
father mine,

Without a noble woman’s love will I myself to live re-
8i

If I am l,lot allowed to wed, in freedom, as my heart’s in-
clined.

Whatever might to him be said could nought induce a
change of mind.

If nothing thee from this can turn, composedly replied
the king,

Then joyfully into thy plan myself with all my heart I
bring,

And thee will help to win success, by all the means at my
command.

Yet many a proud, imperious man King Gunther always
has at hand.

If Hagen only should be there, a swordsman good as ever

known,

Yet he so overbearing is, such arrogance hath always
shown,

That verily I apprchend, we may it grievously re-
pent, ’

If once to wed that pnncely maid we in our minds become
intent.
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What danger can therefrom arise? questioned Siegfried
in reply;

If he will not, in any thing, with my request in peace
comply,

I will it then, indeed, acquire by vigor of my strong right
hand, ‘

And him I surely will subdue, and seize his people and
his land.

Thy boasting words annoy me much, replied King Sieg-
mund to this speech;

If news of what thou now dost say the people on the Rhine
shall reach,

Permitted wilt thou never be within King Gunther’s land
to go:

The brothers Gunther and Gernot from days of old I fully
know.

By none will ever be the maid with force and violence
secured,

To him King Siegmund further said, of that I fully am
assured.

If yet with warriors thou dost wish to Burgundy to make
thy way,

The friends that we about us have can ready be without
delay.

It would not to my fancy be, so mused our prince at this
design,

To have a band of warlike knights attending me upon the
Rhine,

As if an army there I led. Extremely sorry should I
be

Such means as this to utilize, to bring this noble maid to
me.
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To gain her favor I will use nothing but my own right
hand ;

With only twelve associates will enter I King Gunther’s
land ;

And you therein will give me help, O Siegamund, my well-
loved sire.

Then gray as well as colored stuffs his men were given
for attire.

When this intelligence received his anxious mother, Siege-
lind,

She instantly began to mourn at finding thus her son in-
clined ;

Afraid of losing her dear boy by those who wielded Gun-
ther’s spears,

This princess, regal in descent, herself gave up to grief
and tears.

The noble Siegfried then himself betook to where his
mother was,

And tried to soften her alarm by kindly words and tender-
ness:

Dear lady, you ought not to weep because of this intent
of mine, .

For I, without a shade of doubt, my foes to ruin shall
consign.

Now give to me a helping hand, that I to Burgundy may
8903

And me and my attendant knights adorn with garments
fit to show

Upon the forms of swordsmen proud, in such an enterprise
employed ;

And you for this will ever have my heartfelt thanks and
gratitude.
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If thou wilt not dissuaded be, said Siegelind, by him be-

Thy g‘]‘cl)ﬂerg::y I will surely aid, my only son and loving

Withct:als(::xre of the very best, that ever yet by knight was

For ;?e? ’and thy companions all, sufficient you to well
adorn.

The hero, Siegfried, thereupon, a thankful bow did quickly
make.

I shall not on this trip, he said, with me as my attendants
take

Beyond a dozen trusty knights, for whom let garments
be prepared ;

I greatly wish to ascertain how matters have with Kriem-
hild fared.

Then lovely women kept their seats the whole day long
and every night,

With scarce a moment’s interlude, or thought of time’s
mercurial flight,

Until, on Siegfried’s full attire, the final touch had been
bestowed ; .

For he by no means would renounce the journey to his
love’s abode.

His father bade them him adorn in belted knight’s com-
plete array,

That he, in proper form and state, to Burgundy could
wend his way.

He also had light coats of mail ready made for use of
each,

With helmets of substantial make, and comely shields of
goodly reach.
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And now the time for setting out to Burgundy they see
draw near;

And both the husband and the wife begin within their
hearts to fear,

Lest he should never more alive return to view his native
land.

With weapons and habiliments to lade the beasts they ngw

command.

Their horses were magnificent, their furniture was red
with gold;

No soul alive had better ground himself with lordliness to
hold

Than Siegfried, gallant warrior, and those who as his
escort went.

And now to start for Burgundy he asked his royal sire’s
consent.

With many tears was his request conceded by the king
and queen.

He did his best to comfort both with loving act and word

- serene.

Pray do not weep, he said to them, because of any plan
of mine; .

You ever free from care may rest concerning me and my
design.

Now doleful were the warriors, and copious tears shed
many a maid;

Their hearts foreboded, I believe, a coming time when
they must wade

Deep in atonement’s harrowing tide, because of valued
kinsmen dead.

Good reason they for sorrow had; amid affliction were they
led.
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At morning of the seventh day, upon the river bank at
Worms

These bold equestrians arrived. The whole of their gay
uniforms

Was overspread with ruddy gold; well garnished, too, the
horses were,

That quietly toward their goal did Siegfried and his
convoy bear.

Their shields were all entirely new, of luminous and ample

Thei:'il l;le(l,mets also beautiful, when Siegfried, valorous and

Withb;lizk;ttendant retinue, his entrance made in Gunther’s

And lﬁ::-lo;es never have been scen with garniture so rich
and grand.

The sabres carried had the tips extending almost to their
spurs;

And tapering lances also bore these well-selected cava-
liers.

Two spans in width the weapon was, that at the side of
Siegfried hung,

And had an edge so gmm]y keen that death it dealt
where’er it swung.

The reins were of a golden hue, by which he kept his horse
in hand;

His housings of the finest silk, as entered they the prom-
ised land.

The people, everywhere amazed, stood gaping at them as
they passed,

And forward ran King Gunther’s men, a welcome warm
to manifest.

o
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All these intrepid warriors, attendant squires as well as
knights,

Made haste to meet their visitors, according to established
rites

And glad,ly to receive the guests within their noble prince’s
land.

Their horses were from them removed, and bucklers taken
from the hand.

They wanted now to lead away the animals where they
could rest;

But soon as Siegfried this perceived, the hero them at once
addressed:

I wish the horses left with us; it will not be for very
long;

We homeward soon proceed again, my resolution thus is
strong.

And also I desire the shields shall not be taken from this
place.

Can any one among you say where I can view your mon-
arch’s face,

Gunther, the mighty king of all, who in fair Burgundy
resides?

To him did one of them reply, who well knew whither
him to guide:

If you desire to find our king, right easily may that be
done;

In yonder fine and spacious hall I him beheld not long
agone,

Surrounded by his valorous knights. If its interior you
scan

You him’ undoubtedly will see, with more than one illus-
trious man.
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To noble Gunther’s princely ears intelligence was swiftly
brought,

That now within his royal court some hardy knights the
monarch sought;

That shining coats of mail they wore, and raiment fit a
lord to grace;

And also that they no one knew throughout the whole
Burgundian race.

The king was curious to learn from whence could possibly
alight

All these majestic warriors, in garments of such lustre
~ bright,

And carrying such useful shields, withal so very new and
broad.

But nobody could him inform, and this his Majesty an-
noyed,

At length an answer to the king gave he from Metz, Lord
Ortewein,

Who strength in plenitude possessed, and valor of an
order fine:

Since we of them no knowledge have, command that one
at once be sent

To bring my Uncle Hagen here, and them to him we will
present.

To him without exception are all foreign lands and king-
doms known:

If he these nobles recognize, their names will soon to us
be shown.

The king then bade that he be fetched, attended by his
satellites ;

Sir Hagen soon, in splendid form, was seen advancing with
his knights.
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Then Hagen asked with what intent the king to summon
him should deign.

Some foreign swordsmen have arrived within the bounds
of my domain,

With whom doth none acquaintance have. Hast thou, in
any far-off land,

Upon them ever set thine eyes? That, Hagen, let me
understand.

And Hagen said: I so will do. At this he to the window
walked,

And on the visitors he looked, as down below they stood
and talked.

Their lofty air was to his mind, as also were the clothes
they wore;

Yet they to him were strangers all, who thus did Bur-
gundy explore.

From wheresoever, he remarked, have come these warriors
to the Rhine,

Well might they. princes be themselves, or envoys of a
princely line.

Magnificent their horses are, their raiment, too, is of the
best ;

From whatsoever land they come, a hero brave is every
guest.

And Hagen more at length observed: So far as I can
understand,

Though Siegfried I have never seen in this or any other
land,

Yet in my heart I can but think, from what I see before
my eyes,

This noted swordsman it must be, who walketh there in
lordly guise.
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With weighty news he doubtless comes, a visitor to your
domain.

The brave and daring Nibelungs this hero hath already
slain

Those sci(,ms of a noble king, the bold Shilbung and Nibe-
lung;

By him have prodigies been done wherever his strong arm
hath swung.

As rode the hero all alone, with no assistance to be
had

He at a,certa.in mountain found, as I have often heard it
said,

About King Niblung’s precious hoard, a multitude of
hardy men,

Of whom he none had ever seen, till coming here within
his ken.

The treasure of King Nibclung had hither been of late
transferred,

As taken from a mountain ho]e Now heed the marvels
I have heard, )

Of how the vassal Nibelungs among themselves it would
divide.

This the swordsman Siegfricd saw, and his amazement
could not hide.

So near to them did he approach that he the heroes well

could see,

And him the warriors also saw. Then one exclaimed in
lofty key:

The mighty Siegfried hither comes, the hero of the Neth-
erlands.

Adventures 'now remarkable he found at Nibelungen
hands.
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The warrior was well received by Shilbung and by Nibe-
lung;

Unitedlyg entreated they this prince so eminent and
young,

That he, the gallant man himself, among them would di-
vide the hoard;

And this so earnestly they begged that he at last gave
his accord.

So many precious stones he saw, as current rumor doth
aver,

That not a hundred wagons all could ever from the place
transfer;

With still a larger heap of gold, from out the Nibelungen-
land ;

And now allotted this should be by Siegfried’s own im-
partial hand.

As his reward they him allowed the Nibelungen sword to
take.

Then they dissatisfied became, and at the work complaints
did make,

Which thus had been so well begun by Siegfried, at their
own desire.

He could not bring it to a close, for they were full of cruel
ire.

In this way he was forced to let the treasure undivided
stay.

Then him did savagely attack the men in those two princes’
pay;

But with their own paternal sword, which long ago Bal-
mung was named,

The Nibelungenland itself, as well as all the store, he
claimed.



26 THE NIBELUNGENLIED

As able helpers in the strife, twelve men of fortitude they
had,

Who muscular as giants were, but how could this their
fortunes aid?

In indignation all were slain by Siegfried’s overpowering
hand,

And seven hundred men-at-arms he crushed from Nibel-
ungenland,

By aid alone of that good sword, called, as I have said,
Balmung.

With fright completely overcome was many a swordsman
bold and young,

At once before the famous sword, and also at the stalwart
man. :

Of all the land and castles there he thus became custo-
dian.

To mention now the mighty kings, he fell upon and slew
them both.

Affliction then he felt himself, through Alberich the pig-
my’s wrath,

Who tried, on his good lords’ account, in every way re-
venge to take,

Until to Siegfried’s peerless strength entire surrender he
must make.

In combat could the vigorous dwarf not manage him to
override ;

Like savage lions scudded both round about the mountain-

. side,

Where soon he Alberich deprived of his concealing hood,
or cloak ;

The treasure then entircly fell beneath the dreaded Sieg-
fried’s yoke.
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Those who ventured thus to fight, about him now all life-
less lay.

Again did he the treasure have within the mountain stowed
away,

From which the Nibelungen serfs so recently had it re-
moved ;

And Alberich, the nimble dwarf, was as its guardian ap-
proved.

But first must he, upon his oath, engage in bondage him
to serve;

And nothing ever him induced, an instant, from that oath
to swerve.

Such, Yon Tronya Hagen said, are some of this bold hero’s
deeds,

And thus the might of other men this warrior’s by far
exceeds.

Another daring act of his has also to my knowledge
come:

He once a monster dragon slew, that round about was wont
to roam,

And in its blood himself he bathed, whereby his skin re-
sembles horn.

Since then, as often hath been seen, no weapon hath his
body torn.

The best advice that I can give is him to worthily re-
ceive,
And nof,hing do by which we might the hardy warrior ag-
eve.
So chivalrous of mind is he, one can but friendly him
regard ;
Already, by his magic strength, 80 many wonders he hath

shared.
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The mighty monarch thus replied: What thou dost say is
very true.

Observe how proudly there he stands, as if prepared to
meet his foe,

As well the valiant sword himself, as those who in his
service are!

Below we now will all proceed, and greet this soldier from
afar.

That, said Hagen, you may do, with honor to your regal

state;

Of noble stock he surely is, the offspring of a poten-
tate.

Just now, by Jesus Christ, methinks, his mind is much
preoccupied ;

And not for little things, be sure, hath he to your domin-
ions hied.

Then said again the country’s lord: To him a cordial wel-
come give;

That he both brave and noble is, with certainty can I
perceive ;

And this shall to his profit be, while he is on Burgundian
ground. ‘

King Gunther then proceeded forth, and speedily he Sieg-
fried found.

The host and all his warriors gave such a greeting to the
man,

That little did the welcome lack, which heartily to him
outran.

In answer did the swordsman, then, a gracious inclination
make,

And with urbanity was seen his place among his men te

take.
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I marvel much at what I hear, remarked the kindly host
offhand.

My noble Siegfried, let me know whence thou comest to
this land,

And what it is thou seekest here, in our good Worms upon
the Rhine.

To you my purpose, said the guest, I now with frankness
will resign.

To me the tidings have been brought, in my imperial
father’s land,

That at your court assembled are, and this I'm glad to
understand,

The best and bravest warriors, and very oft hath this been
said,

That ever king hath yet secured. Now this is why your
ground I tread.

And to yourself, I’ve also heard, high bravery must be
allowed ;

That never has a king been seen with greater fearlessness
endowed.

The people praise it everywhere, from end to end of this
domain,

And satisfied I cannot rest, till I its truth shall ascer-
tain.

Of gentle birth I also am, and in due time the crown shall
wear;

, 1 hope it s0 may come to pass that all can truthfully de-
clare, ’

That I with right and justice rule, as well the people as
the land ;

And I my life and honor pledge, this to uphold on every
hand.



30 THE NIBELUNGENLIED

If you be then so very brave, as common rumor doth main-

Ido t::)?:, ask, nor do I care, to whom it bringeth joy or

But tl:na::nl’ say, that I from you whatever you possess will

This 3{{{ and all its citadels my sword to me shall subject
e.

Astonished greatly was the king, and all who round about
him stood,

When they had fully recognized that he was really in the
m

To capture, and appropriate, the people and the land cn-
tire ;

When this his swordsmen understood, enkindled was at
once their ire.

Whereby have we then merited, King Gunther queried in
reply,

That what my father was allowed so long with honor to
enjoy,

Should now from us be torn away by any one’s superior
might?

Poor evidence were this to show that we in chivalry de-
light.

To this the hardy man replied: From what I said I will
not swerve.

Maybe the land thou hast, by force, in peace succeeded
to preserve;

But I will now its ruler be. So also with my herit-
age,

If thou by might canst it acquire, it thus shall be thy
appanage.
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Thine own inheritance and mine in strict equality we’ll

And :vt;:?c(;; of us, by force of arms, a captive can the other

To I;?;k(;,hall everything belong, inhal?itants as well as

But llallréen interrupted him, and Gernot meanwhile bore
a hand.

We harbor not the least desire, said Gernot to his hardy

In ord:t’others’ land to gain, with anybody to con-

Or c:is:; a single life to lose. Extremely fertile is the

Whicll:ngghtly us obedience yields; a better no one could
desire.

. In fury almost uncontrolled his kinsmen all assembled

round,

And standing firmly in their midst Sir Ortewein of Metz
was found,

Who said at length: In such a case, soft words to anger
me incite;

The mighty Siegfried calls on you, without efficient cause,
to fight.

If neither of you brothers will against him stand in self-
defence,

And though a full array of troops he had with him in
evidence,

Yet I with him would so dispute, that after this the testy
knight

Would hide his conscquential airs, with best of reason, from
our sight.



32 THE NIBELUNGENLIED

These words aroused to furious wrath the hero of the Neth-
erlands.

In strife with me, he shouted out, thou darest not uplift
thy hands;

A rich and powerful king am I; thou but the vassal of
a king.

A dozen such against me dare themselves not into conflict
bring.

To arms! in anger cried aloud the knight from Metz, Sir
Ortewein,

Von Tronya Hagen’s sister’s son, who worthily adorned the
line.

That he so long had silence kept, annoyance to the mon-
arch gave.

A peaceful word now Gernot spake, a knight high-spirited -

and brave:

Compose this turmoil of thy soul, began he to Sir Orte-
wein,

The noble Siegfried yet to us hath nothing irritating
done.

That we should part in amity is what most strongly I
advise,

And have him ever as a friend; that truly seems to me
most wise.

To this the sturdy Hagen said: It very justly vexes
us,

And all thy valiant warriors, that he for altercation
thus

Should travel hither to the Rhine. Why did he not remain
away?

My masters never would, to him, such evil words have had
to say.
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To him for answer Siegfried said, that hero vigorous and

If whc::;t:l;m Jjust now remarked is not, Sir Hagen, to thy

I thettza?tewiil’ give a chance to see how these unaided hands of

lVith?]:?ntel;e land of Burgundy, to plenitude of power in-
cline.

I hope I yet can that prevent, at once replied the brave
Gernot ;

And then unto his swordsmen all he ordered silence on the
spot,

In their imperious arrogance, at which vexation he dis-
played. :

But Siegfried was reflecting now upon the beauty of the
maid.

How can we fitly strive with thee? demanded further Prince
Gernot ;

However numerous might be the heroes there to slaughter
brought,

On us would little honor be by such unequal contest
shed.

In answer to these gentle words, Siegfried, son of Sieg-
mund, said:

Why still doth Hagen hesitate, gnd furthermore Sir Orte-
wein, .

And not themselves, at once, to fight with their devoted
friends combine,

Of whom they, here in Burgundy, so many have of fame
and note?

But no rejoinder from them came, as had been counselled
by Gernot.
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Most welcome you to us will be, remarked young Geiselher
at last,

As also will the company, that here with you its lot hath
cast;

And glad to serve you we shall be, I and these good friends
of mine.

Thereon the guests were all supplied abundantly with Gun-
ther’s wine.

Then said the ruler of the land: Now everything that we
possess,

If you in honor it demand, we will you give with cheerful-
ness ;

Our property and lives shall be, without reserve, at your
command.

The swordsman, Siegfried, then became a little more urbane
and bland.

Whatever weapons he had brought were tended with the
best of care;

And quarters also offered him, the very best they could
secure.

For all his men were also found apartments good and suit-
able;

And after this, in Burgundy, their presence was accept-
able.

Upon them did high honors fall, for many a quickly pass-
ing day;

A thousand times as many more as I can now to you dis-
play.

All this he had by valor learned, as readily may be be-
lieved ;

And soon as any on him looked, within the heart he was
received.
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The kings, and all the men at court, much labor on the
sports bestowed ;

Yet always Siegfried was the best, whatever form the pas-
time showed.

Not one of them could vie with him, so overwhelming was

’ his strength;

He easily would cast the stone, or hurl the staff, to greater
length.

According to their courtesy, in tournament these gallant
knights

Before the women exercised, who revelled in the brilliant
sights,

And always much rejoiced to see the hero of the Nether-
lands,

Whose mind was now entirely turned to what exalted love
demands.

The lovely women at the court of every one they met in-
quired

Who this proud warrior might be, that from afar had thus
appeared,

So handsome in his manly form, so graceful in his rich
attire;

And many whispered in their ears: Of Netherlands is he
the sire.

He ever ready was to join in any plan that might be
laid ; ]

And in his inmost soul he bore the image of a lovely
maid.

For him the charming damsel, too, whom never yet had
he beheld,

Some tender feelings entertained, carefully from all con-
cealed.
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When in the precincts of the court the exercise in arms
began,

In which both knight and squire engaged, their passages
to closely scan,

The stately and majestic queen, Kriemhilda, at her window
s H

And she, henceforth, for other sports was never in the
slightest mood.

Had he but known that she him saw, whom in his heart he
held so dear,

Enough of joy he would have had in tilting there with her
80 near.

If he had eyes upon her cast, I verily believe that
he

For nothing better on this earth would in the least desirous
be.

When he, among the heroes brave, within the courtyard
proudly stood,

As, in between the various games, is done in every neigh-
borhood,

So worthy of affection seemed the lordly son of Siege-
lind,

That secretly did many a dame in heart regard him as a
friend.

And often he himself bethought: However can some plan
be laid,

That I my eyes may have a chance to set upon the noble
maid,

Whom I so fervently have loved for so prolonged a span
of time? :

She yet to me a stranger is; on that I think with pain
sublime.
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So often as these noble kings set out to travel in their
land,

Incumbent on their knights it was to be without delay at
hand ;

And Siegfried also must along, which made the women
sorely grieve;

And also he, for his deep love, behind all peace of mind
must leave.

He thus among these lords abode, and nought but truth
is in my song, :

Enjoying, in King Gunther’s land, this festive life a whole
year long,

Without, in that expanse of time, the charming maid once
having seen,

By whom to him would speedily much joy be brought, and
suffering keen.

v/
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FOURTH ADVENTURE
HOW SIEGFRIED WITH THE SAXONS FOUGHT

ESPATCHES from a foreign land in Gunther’s home
their advent made,

By messengers from far away, who had them to the kings
conveyed:

From unknown warriors they came, who them with bitter
hate pursued.

When they the tidings understood, great agitation then
ensued.

I now will tell you who they were: the name of one was
Ludiger,

Who dwelt in distant Saxony, a king of might and char-
acter; '

The other was a Danish king, who bore the name of Ludi-
gast.

As ally with them in disputes was many a hardy warrior
classed.

Within the realm by Gunther ruled, as I have said, these
envoys went,

And by his stern antagonists had thitherward to him been
sent.

The unknown messengers were asked about the tidings they
had brought;

And then were bidden in all haste to go before the king
they sought.

38
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The king received them pleasantly, and, Welcome, said, ye
envoys bold ;

Concerning those who you have sent, I have not yet by
you been told;

Of that I wish to be informed. This affably the monarch
said,

Because of his relentless wrath were they prodigiously
afraid.

If you, my lord, will us permit to say what will to you
reveal

The purport of the news we bring, from you we nothing
will conceal.

The names of our respective lords, who on this errand sent
us here,

And who within your land would come, are Ludigast and
Ludiger.

Their indignation you have earned, as we have often heard
them state:

The sovereigns from whom we come, toward you bear ex-
cessive hate.

An army they intend to lead against your Worms upon
the Rhine,

With many able swords to help: as warning take these
words of mine.

Before a dozen weeks have passed, will they for setting
out be free.

If you have any trusty friends, here let them soon as-
sembled be,

The peace to help you to preserve to all your citadels and
realm;

For shattered certainly will be full many a shield and many
a helm.
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If you prefer with them to treat, your inclination now
make clear,

That so their serried hosts may not to your calamity draw
near.

For if these energetic foes your land approach, on mischief
bent,

The loss of many a gallant knight distressingly will you
lament.

Just tarry but a little while, till I myself have well be-
thought ;

My humor then you’ll clearly know, replied the king, to
anger wrought.

If liegemen true I still possess, to them will I disclose the
whole;

At news so hard to bear as this, I with my kinsmen must
condole.

The mighty Gunther was by this ineffably disturbed and
grieved ;

Within a heavy heart he bore the message thus by him
received.

He ordered Hagen to be called, and others in his confi-
dence:

And bade them also quickly go to bring his brother Gernot
hence.

Round about him flocked his best, as many as there were
at hand.

Our enemies, to them he said, intend to visit this our
land,

With armies irresistible, for which you reason have to
mourn ;

It is entirely undeserved that we should thus of peace be
shorn.
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We them will with our swords resist, replied the valorous
Gernot,

They only die who destined are; then let them rest below
and rot.

I cannot yet, on that acount, my honor quite put out of
mind ;

Our foemen shall, whene’er they come, from us a warm
reception find.

To this Yon Tronya Hagen said: I do not that opinion
share;

Too overbearing in their mood are Ludigast and Ludi-
ger.

Assemble can we not our men, unless we longer time em-
brace.

And then remarked the warrior: Confer with Siegfried on
the case.

Provided were the messengers with fitting quarters in the
town.

Albeit they from foemen came, yet courtesy to them was
shown,

By mighty Gunther’s own behest, and this was done saga-
ciously,

Till he had found associates, on whom for help he could
rely.

The king quite melancholy felt, as he surveyed his sorry
plight.

His woe-begone and anxious air perceived a bold and eager
knight,

Who was as yet in ignorance of what had given him dis-
tress;

He earnestly King Gunther prayed to him the reason to
confess.
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I very curious am to know, at last the artless Siegfried
said,

The reason why the joyful ways so totally from you have
fled

- To whicl’x for so prolonged a time you have with us com-
mitted been.

To this the handsome Gunther gave the answer that may
now be seen:

To every man I cannot tell the sorrows and perplex-
ities

That I to carry am compelled within me like a foul dis-
ease;

Alone to constant friends can one communicate his heart-
felt need.

Then alternated Siegfried’s hue between a deathly pale
and red.

Then said he to the troubled king: Was ever aught to
you denied?

I you would succor in the grief at which so bitterly you
chide.

If friends it be that you now seek, then I will be to you
a friend;

And trust that so I shall remain, with honor, till my lifc
shall end.

May God, Sir Siegfried, you reward; much joy to me your
words impart,

And if your strength and bravery me cannot help my
foes to thwart, ‘

Yet ]t:‘ rejoice to hear you say that you to me so friendly
eel ;

Awhile shall I but longer live, I surely will repay your
zeal.
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To you will I communicate what so immerses me in
thought :

By envoys from my enemies, intelligence to me is
brought,

That with their armies they will come, and war upon my
country make,

Which is a thing that never yet did any swordsman under-

e.

Allow not this to trouble you, said Siegfried at his speech’s
Com;::e, your agitated soul, and do as I shall recom-
Thusnie:'(:l;l honor for you win, and profit, too, for all and
Ere :l':iz i;npending enemies can manage your domain to

And bad your stalwart foes a force of thirty thousand
men behind,

While I a thousand only had, from whom I could assist-
ance find,

I yet would dare them to confront, if you reliance place
in me.

King Gunther for this offer said that he should ever grate-
ful be.

Then of your people let me have a thousand of the bravest
men;

Since I, of those at my command, not more have now
within my ken

Than twelve intrepid warriors; with these will I defend
your land:

You ever shall be truly served by your devoted Siegfried’s
hand.
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And to our aid shall Hagen come, and also valiant Orte-
wein ;

Dankwart and Sindold, too, we’ll have, the choicest warriors
of thine.

And, furthermore, shall with us march Sir Volker of un-
daunted mind,

Who shall the royal standard bear, for no one better can
you find.

Now bid the messengers return again within their master’s
land;;

That speedily they us shall see, give them to clearly under-
stand ;

Thereby your land and castles all unbroken peace may
still retain.

The king then ordered them to call alike his kin and vassal
men.

Back to their court again they went, these messengers of
Ludiger,

And much the journey they enjoyed, that home again did
them transfer.

The good King Gunther tendered them donations many,
rich and good ;

An escort, too, he granted them, which put them in a
Ppleasant mood.

To them said Gunther as they left: Now notify my power-
ful foes,

They better far would leave alone the expedition they
propose.

Yet if they will me here pursue, within the borders of
my land,

And if my friends miscarry not, sore tribulation they will
find.
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The costly gifts on them bestowed were to the messengers
conveyed,

of whxc}(nl abundance Gunther had, and thus all obligations
paid;

And which they did not dare refuse, these messengers of
Ludiger.

Respectfully they bade adieu, rejoicing homeward to re-
pair.

Now when these high ambassadors again at Denmark had
arrived,

And when by Ludigast, the king, intelligence had been
received

Of what upon the Rhine was said; when this to him was
fully told,

Much irritated he became, a message to receive so
bold.

They said, of hardy men there was a countless host in yon-
der land,

And one among them they had seen, in presence of King
Gunther stand,

A hero of the Netherlands, who by the name of Siegfried
went.

The grief of Ludigast was great when he had news of this
event.

When into Denmark tidings came of all these men had
heard and seen,

So much the greater haste they made among them allies to
convene,

Until the monarch Ludigast full twenty thousand men or
more,

Of his most valiant warriors, had ready on his foes to

pour.
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King Ludiger of Saxony his warriors also took in
hand,

Till fully forty thousand men, together, had they in com-
mand,

In readiness with them to march against the land of Bur-
gundy.

King Gunther, too, had taken care, throughout his prin-
cipality,

To send to all his nearest friends, as also to his brother’s
hosts,

To hold themselves in readiness to march from their re-
spective posts;

The same to Hagen’s warriors. The heroes could not this
escape.

Thereover many swordsmen must with death a near ac-
quaintance scrape.

Themselves they fitted for the march, and at the time of
setting forth,

Sir Volker had to bear the flag, a warrior of sterling
worth ;

And when, in furtherance of their plan, they quitted
Worms upon the Rhine,

To Hagen’s sturdy hands it fell to lead them in their grand

design.

Sir Sindold also with them went, as likewise did the brave
Hunold,

Of whom had each capacity for earning much of Gunther’s
gold.

Sir Dankwart, Hagen’s brother, too, as well as Ortewein,
were there,

Who certainly with honor could in this bold expedition
share.
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Lord king, the hardy Siegfried said, abide you here within

your realm.

Since me your swordsmen ready are to follow, and your
foes o’erwhelm,

Remain you with the women here, and never let your
courage wane;

But trust in me to safely guard your honor, goods, and
whole domain. '

From those who wish you to attack, at home in Worms
upon the Rbhine,

Will I deliver you and yours, and thwart their villainous
design.

When we to their dominions come, we’ll penetrate so far
inside,

That soon beneath a veil of woe their arrogance its head
shall hide.

By Hesse from the Rhine did they, with their assembled
heroes, move

Toward the land of Saxony, where soon the hosts in battle
strove.

By plunder, outrage, fire, and sword, they devastated all
the land,

And soon the haughty princes both, distress amd care could
understand.

When to the marches they had come, the fighting men all
forward flew,

And then the mighty Siegfried asked of those who formed
his retinue,

Who it might be that they desired the camp attendants
to protect.

To Saxon arms could never war more dire disasters well

direct.
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And thus to him responded they: Let Dankwart guard,
upon our course,

The servitors and equipage, a man he is of deeds and
force;

Our losses thus will be the less from those who serve with
Ludiger; -

Let him and valiant Ortewein appointed be to guard our
rear.

I will myself ride on al;lead, the soldier Siegfried said, to

As nZacz:u:s may be to the foe, and kecp & vigilant look-

Till Im(l:‘:n certain knowledge get of where the hostile forces

In ar;;; soon be‘fore them stood the son of Siegelind, the
air.

When he was ready to advance, he put his active war-
riors '

In charge of Hagen and Gergot, intrepid knights of subtle
powers. '

Then rode he forth in solitude, to view the inner Saxon
land,

Where he the right intelligence, with honor presently ob-
tained.

He there beheld a mighty host that lay encamped upon
the field,

And very greatly overmatched the total force that he could
wield ;

Full forty thousand men there were, and possibly a number
more ; ‘ ‘

And Siegfried, in his hardihood, did joyfully the band
explore.

,
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Before the hostile army, too, a bold and stalwart combat-
ant
Orr sentry duty had advanced, in armor full and vigi-
t .

And when upon him Siegfried looked, he found that he

*  himself was seen.

At once the other each began to view with fierce and scorn-
ful mien.

I now will tell you who it was that here was watching at
the fore,

And who a glistening shield of gold upon his arm for
shelter bore:

King Ludigast himself it was, who thus stood guard upon
his troops.

At him the noble stranger sprang, impelled by his elated
hopes.

By this time had King Ludigast him also marked with
hostile bent:

Their horses both incited on, as spur into their flanks they
sent ; .

And each his lance with violence upon the other’s buckler
pressed,

Whereby the stately monarch found himself stupendously
distressed.

Obedient to the rowel’s sting, the horses, swift as arrows,
threw

Together these two angry kings, as if upon the wind they
flew.

And now with bridle firmly held, they turned aside with
skilful hand;

The furious pair decided then to see how luck with swords
would stand.

»



50 THE NIBELUNGENLIED

So forcibly did Siegfried strike, the plain resounded with
the blow;

From Ludgast’s helmet vivid flashed, as did a fire within
it glow,

Effulgent sparks of radiant red, projected by his foeman’s
hands:

With might and majesty he fought, the hero of the Nether-
lands.

So him, in turn, King Ludigast with many a staggering
blow did smite;

And roughly on the shield of each, the other laid with all
his might.

By thirty of his men, at least, the royal fight had been
espied ;

But ere they could their lord assist, the victory lay on
Siegfried’s side,

By means of three terrific wounds, that he inflicted on the
king,

Below his shining coat of mail, though great resistance it
could bring.

The edge of his resistless sword drew copious blood from
every wound ;

And thereby Ludigast, at length, himself in sad condition
found.

He him entreated for his life; his land .at his disposal
cast;

And also made it known to him that he himself was Ludi-
gast.

His warriors, now, appearance made, who with vexation
had observed

The fate that had befallen each, who there as sentinel
had served.
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He gladly would have borne him hence, but savagely was

set upon

By thirty of his men at once. The hand of Siegelinda’s
son

Then guarded his defeated foe, with frantic blows of aw-
ful force;

And this brave swordsman very soon did greater mischief
in his course.

Of this whole band of thirty men, he put an end to all
but one,

To whom he granted liberty; who thereupon did swiftly
run

And cirt;ulated far and wide the news of what had come
to pass;

The truth of which was manifest from his red helmet and

cuirass.

These Danish warriors were filled with misery and discon-
tent,

When they received intelligence of their commander’s chas-
tisement.

His brother soon was told the news, and forcibly began to
swear,

With fury uncontrollable, as if in grief too ‘hard to
bear.

Sir Ludigast, the vanquished king, was carried off the
battle-ground,

By Siegfried’s superhuman strength, to where King Gun-
ther’s men he found.

To Hagen he committed him, and when this bold and fear-
less knight

Discovered what had taken place, he fairly capered with
delight.
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The meg of Burgundy were told their banner on its staff
to bind.

Come on, said Siegfried, urgently; before the day is left
behind,

Much more than this shall be achieved, if life I manage
to retain.

In Saxony will this create, for many a woman, grief and
pain.

Ye gallant heroes of the Rhine, attention give, for I
aver

That I can lead you with success against the troops of
Ludiger;

And helmets broken you shall see, by stalwart heroes’ ready
hand ;

Before we turn us back again, affliction shall beset the
band.

To horse directly sprang Gernot and every one by him con-
trolled.

The ensign, speedily unfurled, was carried by the minstrel
bold,

Sir Volker, knight and warrior, who in advance serenely
rode.

Not one among the retinue but eager to the combat
strode.

The soldier yet had in command a band of but a thousand

Beyol:c;nt,he dozen he had brought. Now speedily the dust

Alongbe g:::ntravelled path to rise, as they across the country

And sntll::x?; shield with shining rim was plain to see along
the road.
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And now the Saxon leaders, too, and all their army for-
ward sped,

With weapons of the finest make; at least so I have heard
it said.

Like razors readily would cut the swords these heroes had
in hand.

The bold intruders they would drive from every castle
in the land.

The guard of honor to the chief, as they advanced, com-
prised the van;

And Siegfried also nearer drew, with all the twelve intrepid
men,

That he with him had brought away when he forsook the
Netherlands.

That day of storm and battle saw a multitude of bloody
hands. .

The hardy Sindold was on hand, with Hunold and the
brave Gernot,

Who, in the combat that ensued, his life from many a hero
smote,

Ere rightly estimated was their bravery and skilful-
ness ;

Thereat shed many a noble dame abundant tears of bit-
terness.

Sir Vol]:er now and Hagen add, and also valiant Orte-

mm‘lvg'll:,in that terrific fight, the gleam of many a helmet

Bencathy'a bood of fuent blood, so bold in battle they were

The f:;rl!ge, Dankwart, too, was seen in deeds of prowess
to abound.
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The Danish heroes also tried their arms effectively to
wield ;

From heavy blows resounded loud the edge of many a
shining shield.

And from the keenly sharpened blades, that hideous in-
cisions made.

The undiscouraged Saxons, too, sad havoc with their foe-
men played.

The men of Burgundy pressed on, and as they crowded
to the fight,

Abundantly with gaping wounds did they their foemen’s
zeal requite;

From all their saddles blood was seen, streaming to the
earth beneath;

And so these bold heroic knights wooed honor on the field
of death. .

The, trenchant weapons wielded there, by heroes seeking
death or fame,

Resounded loud with clash and clang, as those, who from
the lowlands came,

Rode on behind their trusted chiefs, in close array the
fight to share;

Intrepidly advanced the twelve, as if with Siegfried ome
they were.

Of all who came from Burgundy, could no one with them
keep the pace;

And blood about on every hand, incessantly from helm and
face,

Like flowing rivulets was seen, drawn by Siegfried’s potent
hand,

Ere he, before his marshalled host, saw Ludiger in waiting
stand.
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Three times a passage to and fro he cut among their ser-
ried ranks,

Effectively from end to end. Then Hagen came and
earned his thanks,

By helping him in every way to sate his mettle in the
fray; :

For soon did his resistless hand intrepid knights in num-
bers slay.

When Ludiger, the Saxon king, saw Siegfried coming
on with speed,

And swinging in his powerful hand, uplifted high above
his head, .

The good and trusty sword Balmung, with which he there
so many slew,

His gallant heart near overflowed with fury at the odious

view.

With vehemence the combat raged, mid deaf’ning clash of
angry swords,

As these two hostile phalanxes each the other rushed
towards.

With eagerness so much the more each other did these
warriors seek ;

Both forces now began to yield; with hatred did these
soldiers reek.

Now Ludiger, the Saxon chief, had becn already made
aware

That Ludigast a captive was, and he was hot with angry
fire

He knew not yet who conquered him, that it was Siege-
linda’s son;

The common voice accused Gernot; he later found who
had it done.
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So heavy were the blows that fell from Ludiger’s vivacious
sword,

That Siegfried’s horse began to reel beneath the saddle
of its lord;

But up again it quickly rose, and horse and rider gathered
hence,

In that fierce strife of life for life, a terrible experi-
ence.

Now Hagen came to his support, Sir Dankwart also, and
Gernot, :

With Volker in their company; by whom was death to
many brought.

And Sindold also must be named, with Hunold and Sir
Ortewein,

Who, in that fearful tug of war, did foe on foe to death
consign.

Unseparated in the strife the gallant princes ever
were ;

Above their helmets seen to go was many a swiftly flying
spear,

Entirely through the shining shields, directly from the
heroes’ hands;

And tarnished thoroughly with blood were many showy
buckler bands.

In process of this cruel strife were sundry warriors un-
horsed,

And roughly cast upon the earth. Now one upon the
other coursed

Sir Siegfried, full of energy, and Ludiger, the valiant
king ;

The arrgws then began to fly, and pointed lances loud to
sing.
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King Ludiger’s capacious shield was broken under Sieg-
fried’s hands.

And now himself the victor thought the hero of the Nether-
lands

Of all the sturdy Saxon host, who giving way could not
avoid.

How many shining coats of mail by hardy Dankwart were
destroyed!

At last King Ludiger perceived, upon the shield in Sieg-
fried’s hand,

The image of a royal crown emblazoned on its face to
stand,

And knew at once, beyond a doubt, that it was he with
whom he fought ;

With lusty voice to his troopers, the hero then began to
shout:

To this encounter put an end, all you who in my service

are;

King Siegmund’s valiant son it is, whom I have now con-
fronted here;

The mighty Siegfried is the man, as I now clearly recog-
nize ;

Him hath the cursed devil here despatched to vex our
Saxon eyes.

The battle at its acme was when down he had his standard
brought ;

And afterwards was granted him the peace that he with
ardor sought.

Yet as a hostage must he go, to stay awhile in Gunther’s
land ;

And this had all upon him come by sturdy Siegfried’s
able hand.
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Unanimous consent obtained, the conflict to an end was
brought ;

And many a helmet and huge shield, all broken up and
good for nought,

Were cast aside by weary hands; and all that later on
were seen,

Were reddened with the wearers’ blood, shed by those Bur-
gundian men.

They captives made of all they would, and had the neces-
sary strength.

Gernot and Hagen both took care that litters be prepared,
at length,

To take the wounded from the field. Their own depar-
ture took they then,

And led as prisoners to the Rhine five hundred bold and
hardy men.

The warriors who the contest lost, to Danish land a pas-
sage sought;

Since they who bore the Saxon arms had not so well in
battle fought,

That praises could on them be shed; at which the heroes
sadly grieved.

But those who in the conflict fell lamented were by those
bereaved.

Their weapons were together brought, and thus trans-
ported to the Rhine.

For his companions it was well that they with Siegfried
could combine,

Since with his own courageous hand the victory he had
well achieved;

As was from Gunther’s every man in undisputed terms
received.
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Then messengers were sent to Worms, by ordinance of
King Gernot,

Whereby unto his friends at home was information to be
brought

Of how with him affairs had gone, and also with his hardy
men ; '

That everything, by every one, with honor brought to pass
had been.

The varlets on their journey sped, and very quickly all
was told. )

The people now were all rejoiced, whom erst did gloomi-
ness enfold, )

At this most gratifying news, that unto them its way had
found. .

The women, as their custom is, had curious questions to
propound,

About how matters went with those who in the monarch’s
army were.

One messenger was then required before Kriemhilda to
appear;

And him in secret she received, for openly she did not
dare,

Because of one, on whom she thought with tenderness, and
loving care.

When she, within her chamber, saw the awaited messenger
draw nigh,

The beautiful Kriemhilda said, with gracious mien and
gentle sigh:

Now tell me all thy welcome news, and I will give thee of
my gold;

Narrate me all without reserve, and thee I always dear
shall hold.
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How from the combat did they come, my noble brother,
brave Gernot,

And all my other valued friends? Lay many dead the
field about?

Who dealt most terribly his blows? Do not omit to tell
me that.

Then truly said the messenger: A single coward we had
not.

Yet in the fiercest of the fight was nobody who rode so
well,

Illustrious and majestic queen, if I do right such news to
tell,

As that most noble foreigner, who joined us from the Neth-
erlands.

Amazing miracles were done by valiant Siegfried’s mighty
hands.

The deeds by other warriors, in that encounter carried
out, .

By Dankwart, Hagen, and, indeed, by all our noble king
sent forth,

Courageously as they did fight, were nothing but a breath
of air

Against wl;at Siegfried realized, King Siegmund’s gallant

son and heir.

Unnumbered heroes he contrived amid the fight to over-
throw ;

But no one all the prodigies to you could, in their fulness,
show,

That Siegfried unassisted worked, as he in that engage-
ment rode:

The women, for departed friends, did he with heavy sor-
row load.
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The well-beloved of many a bride beneath his hand was
made to fall;

The blows that he administered, so loud upon their casques
did call,

That from within the ugly wounds the flowing blood was
freely brought ;

In all respects is he a knight with bravery and goodness
fraught.

Fell deeds of note were also done by him of Metz, Sir Orte-
wein ;

Whomever he should overtake, and get within his weapon’s
line,

He sent below with serious wounds, or killed, more prob-
ably, outright.

And now your brother must be named, who did the -foe
as sorely smite

As any one to them opposed, and much they suﬂ'ered at
his hands.

One must, with the elected, show the truth exactly as it
stands.

These dignified Burgundians conducted so the enter-
prise

That, proof against scurrility, they kept their honor in
our eyes.

Before their unremitting hands were many saddles emptied
there, -

While loudly did the plain resound, from many a shining
sword and spear.

The warriors from off the Rhine with such endurance rode
and fought,

That better for their foes it were if they had not the con-
flict sought.
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The hardy men of Tronya, too, among the foe great havoc

As tll::;;dei’nto the combat rode, a mighty serried caval-

So mc::; there were overthrown 'by Hagen’s unrelenting

That:]::':e?’ it will much be said, in all our dear Burgundian
and.

‘Sir Sindold and Sir Hunold both, knights in the army of
Gernot,

Aided by the brave Rumold, gave so much trouble to the
foe,

That Ludiger may well bewail, forever, from that fearful
day,

That he my masters from the Rhine compeclled to enter
that affray.

The most amazing feats of arms that happened anywhere,
I ween

From first t;) last of that great fight, as was by everybody
seen,

Did Siegfried manage to perform, with his experienced
able hand;

INustrious prisoners he took, whom now he brings to Gun-
ther’s land.

The warlike hero with his might did them into subjection
bring ;

Whereof doth now King Ludigast the damage feel with
pungent sting;

As also doth, from Saxony, his brother Ludiger, grief
keen.

Now listen to my narrative, most noble and benignant
queen.
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They both were taken prisoners by Siegfried’s overpower-
ing hand;

And never yet has such a swarm of captives come into this
land,

As through his sturdy bravery, we soon upon the Rhine
shall see.

No information brought to her could possibly more wel-
come be.

Of those who bodily are sound, five hundred will, or more,
be seen;

And then, of those with mortal wounds, be it known to you,
O queen,

Full eighty litters red with blood are on their way to this
our land;

Their inmates, nearly every one, cut down by gallant Sieg-
fried’s hand.

.

All those who in their arrogance would us have worried on
the Rhine

Must now, as Gunther’s prisoners, in dungeons, o’er their
lot repine;

Our men are now conveying them, with great rejoicing,
to this land.

A dainty bloom suffused her cheek when she this news did
understand.

Her lovely countenance became with color of the rose
imbued,

Because uninjured had emerged, from perils of such mag-
nitude,

That lion-hearted warrior, the youthful Siegfried, good
and true.

She also for her kin rejoiced, as she good reason had to
do.
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The lovely maiden further said: Most welcome news thou
hast me brought;

For recompense thou now shalt have apparel fine, and
richly wrought,

And half a score of golden marks, that I to thee will have
conveyed.

From wealthy women ever will a profit from such news
be made.

The man was given his reward, habiliments as well as
gold.

And now did many a maiden step toward her window, to
behold

What in the street was going on, and riding in procession
found

The warriors victorious, who trod again Burgundian

ground.

In front the healthy bravely rode, and after them the
wounded came,

Whose ears the friendly greetings heard without a part-
cle of shame.

The host advanced to meet his guests, with heart pulsat-
ing high with joy;

With happiness he now was filled, with none of former
grief’s alloy.

He welcomed with a royal grace his men alike with for-
eign guest;

It otherwise would not become a king in whom such power
did rest,

Than those benignantly to thank, who had assembled at
his call,

And won for him the victory in battle’s awful carni-
val.
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King Gunther, then, had all the news told to him by
faithful friends,

Of those who, on the battle-field, in death had met their
glorious ends.

Not more than sixty warriors to him were in the conflict
lost ;

And these most grievously were mourned, as often is be-
wailed such cost.

Those who uninjured home returned, transported, into
Gunther’s realm,

An ample store of battered shields, and many a sadly
broken helm.

They all alighted from their steeds, on coming to the royal

And joyfully were they received, with acclamations loud
from all.

To these incoming warriors were given quarters in the
town,

The king then bade that to his guests should hospitality
be shown;

The wounded had he harbored well and tended with the
greatest care;

And also showed much tenderness toward his foes assembled
there.

He thus conversed with Ludigast: I bid you welcome
hea.rtnly,

Great i m_]ury to me has come through your envenomed per-
fidy

But that shall now be all repaid, if only I can so pro-
vide.

May fully God my friends reward, for well to succor me
they tried.
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Well to them may you give thanks, King Ludiger to him
replied ;

For captives so illustrious did never yet with king
abide.

For treatment that becomes our rank, a stintless recom-
pense we’ll give,

And hope that you, toward your foes, may full of grace
and mercy live.

I will you both, the king replied, at liberty allow to

go- -

But that my foes will here remain, and me no enmity will
show,

I must security demand, that they will not desert my
land,

Till peace between us is proclaimed. Thereon did each
extend his hand.

The wounded to repose were led, and skilfully their in-
Jjuries dressed;

And soon upon inviting beds did many of them lie at
‘rest.

The sound abundantly were fed with healthy mead, and
grateful wine;

And soldiers who from battle came, in greater mirth were
never seen. .

The shields, so terribly cut up, to safe asylum were con-
signed ;

Of saddles, all befouled with blood, were also many thus
enshrined.

In this way all secreted were, that tender women might
not weep;

And many a weary knight was seen, with halting step, his
way to keep.
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To carefully regard his guests, was ordered by the gra-
cious king;
Of foreigners and native born, the land was full to suffer-

ing.
For all enduring dangerous wounds, provided he the best
of care;
However great their arrogance, a milder form it now did

bear.

The learned in the leech’s art had sums enormous to them

tolled,

Of silver in unheeded weight, and also lavishly of
gold

When th;y the heroes had restored, from all the evils of
the war:

Moreover, to the visitors, the monarch princely presents
bore.

All those who now desirous were, their homeward journey
to begin, .

Were bidden to prolong their stay, as with a valued friend
is done.

The king a consultation had on how he could the men
reward,

By whom, with honor, had his will been carried out, in such
accord. ‘

At this Gernot, his brother, said: Allow them now to freely

80,

But let them also be informed, that, when six weeks away
shall flow,

You wish them hither to return, to grace a banquet you
will hold;

Thereby were several restored, who suffered now from
wounds untold.
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Then asked permission to depart Sir Siegfried of the
Netherlands;

But when King Gunther was informed that he had issued
such demands,

He urged him in all friendliness still longer with him to
remain.

Unless for Kriemhild it had been his pleading would have-
been in vain.

Too mighty far was he and rich, to offer him emolu-

ment,

However well he had it earned. The monarch’s love to
him outwent,

As well as that of all his kin, who in a body had per-
ceived

What he with unassisted hand had on the battle-field
achieved.

So he decided to remain, and all because of that fair
maid: .

Quite possibly he might her sec. In course of time this
came to pass.

According to his strong desire, into her presence he was
led;

Then J:gfully he rode away, and to his father’s country
sp

The host entreated every day them all to practise knightly
games;

And many of the younger ones with joy asserted thus their
claims.

He also seats erected had, in front of Worms, upon the
strand,

For everybody who might come within his dear Bnrgun-
dian land.
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When now the period drew near for them appearance there
to make,

To her did fair Kriemhilda’s maids the gratifying tidings
break

That he :1 royal festival to his devoted friends would

give.

And then the courtly ladies all, with industry supreme did
strive

Themselves with raiment to provide, at this important
feast to wear.

The great Queen Uta was informed of everything with
zealous care,

Concerning the exalted knights, who were expected to at-
tend.

And fr((l)m enclosures were removed superb attire without
end.

Because her children she adored were these habiliments
outlaid,

Wherewith she gorgeously adorned full many a dame and
lovely maid,

As well as youthful warrior, belonging to Burgundian
land.

And for the numerous strangers, too, was rich apparel put
in hand.



FIFTH ADVENTURE
HOW SIEGFRIED FIRST KRIEMHILDA SAW

OW journeying toward the Rhine were day by day
the heroes seen,
Who would in this festivity participate with pleasure
keen,
And out of friendship for the king were now arriving in
the land.
Upon them all were freely showered both horses and ap-

parel grand.

Great preparation, too, was made to have in order seats

Whof%l;s:nand most exalted were, as we distinctly can

of t;zc:lx:d thirty potentates, who graced the feast in fine

The :vl:;{;l with each other vied in their adornments for
the day.

In occupation now was seen without repose young Giesel-

Bothh::s’idents and foreigners did he receive within his

Withc;;: ’brother, King Gernot, and those attending on the

Welltv;:.eeted were the soldiers all, as in all honor was
their due.

70
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Many saddles red with gold were borne by them within
the land;

And richly decorated shields, with clothes the finest at
command,

They carried with them to the Rhine to that sublime fes-
tivity.

The sickyin numbers here began to feel renewed vital-
ity.

All those who badly wounded were, and on their couches
had to lie,

Could in their happiness forget how bitter it may be to
die.

To those who sick and feeble were did no one now atten-
tion pay;

But each, with pleasure unalloyed, thought only of the
festal day,

How they in mirth and gaiety the contemplated time would

Supr:xp;?d;nd limitless delight, hilarity which had no

Had e?:ﬁy taken hold of all and filled them up on every

Exc%lgg .joyousness arose within the whole of Gunther’s
nd.

On Sabbath morn, at Pentecost, they every one appearance
made,

Attired in full magnificence, of swordsmen choice a fine
parade,

Five thousand quite, or even more, advancing to the fes-
tival.

In rivalry the plays began, and soon the sport was gen-
eral.
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The royal host had in his mind what long ago perception
gained,

With what a true and loyal heart the hero of the Nether-
land

His sister Kriemhild deeply loved, whom he had never yet
beheld,

Whose beauty higher in esteem than that of other maids
was held.

My lieges and my kin, he said, assemble and deliber-
ate

On how we most acceptably this festival can cele-
brate,

That we may not, in future days, have any cause to suffer
blame.

For only by accomplishment can one acquire enduring
fame.

Then to the king said he from Metz, the warrior, Sir
Ortewein:

If from this festival you wish the greatest glory to ob-
tain,

Then let among your chosen guests the beauty of our
maids appear,

Of which, within all Burgundy, so much is said with pride
sincere.

Z For what to man is highest bliss, or him to effort most

inflames,

If not the beauty of our maids, the stately presence of our
dames?

So bid your lovely sister come and take her place among
your guests.

Of numerous heroes this advice with satisfaction filled the
breasts.
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With pleasure that will I have done, replied the king to
Ortewein.

On all who heard this answer made, it acted like refresh-
ing wine.

To Mistress Uta sent he word that with her daughter she
should come

To court with all their womenfolk, and thereby dnssxpate
their gloom.

Examined well were all the chests, the best apparel there
to find;

And overlooked was not a dress whose garnish satisfied the
mind,

Or laces, bands, or jewelry; of which enough was soon
outlaid

To decorate full gorgeously the form of every lovely

maid.

Now many a youthful warrior desired exceedingly that
day

That favor he might haply find in some exalted maiden’s
eye,

For which he willingly would give the richest empire on
the earth.

And those who never met before acquaintance made amid
the mirth.

Then ordered this powerful king a hundred of his chosen
knights

His sister and her mother seek, and, in accord with ancient
rites,

Attendant on them to remain, and ever with the sword in
hand.

Such was a royal retinue within the whole Burgundian
land.
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Approaching now with her in state the regal Uta might
be seen

Attended b)z her noble dames, as chosen by her they had
been ;

A hundred of them, more or less, in gorgeous dresses all
attired.

And Kriemhild in her following had many maidens much
admired.

Out from the women’s residence they all together now
emerged ;

At once the heroes in a crowd closely round about them
surged,

And loitered in the neighborhood, hoping it might come
to pass

That peradventure they might have a chance to see the
noble lass.

At last the fair one came in sight, as comes the rosy morn-
ing dawn

From sombre clouds in eastern sky. Anxiety was now with-
drawn

From him who had for such a time her idolized within
his heart.

For now he saw before his eyes the maid without a counter-
part.

Her raiment sparkled as she went with many a noble,
costly stone;

Her countenance of rosy hue with dawning love’s efful-
gence shone.

Whatever might be one’s desire, yet one perforce could
but concede

That never he upon this earth such peerless beauty had
surveyed.
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As doth the brilliance of the moon the lustre of the stars
excel,

When she her light, so clear and pure, from misty darkness
doth propel,

Just so did she, in solemn truth, all other maidens far
transcend ;

And up thereby the heroes found to altitudes their souls
ascend.

The most exalted chamberlains before her marched with
solemn step;

The bold, impetuous warriors no longer could their pa-
tience keep;

They crowded up intent to see this maiden of so many
charms;

While Siegfried thus distracted was between his love and
its alarms.

He thought within his troubled heart: How ventured ever
I to dream

Of wooing such an one as thou? °’Tis naught but crazi-
ness supreme.

And yet than have to give thee up more willingly would
I be dead.

With agitation from his thoughts he got in turns both
white and red.

The son of Siegelind appeared, as fondly he Kriemhilda
faced,

As if had been his graceful form upon a parchment sur-
face traced

By some good master’s skilful hand. And every one did
freely grant .

That never had he in his life a hero seen so ele-

gant.
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Now those who with Kriemhilda went, commanded all along
her track,

On every hand, to clear the way. At this the warriors all
fell back;

These high and noble-hearted dames greatly they rejoiced
to see,

For many a matron there was found, of famous race and

pedigree

Just now remarked, with fine address, the King of Bur-
gundy, Gernot:

For that brave hero, who to thee his services so grandly
brought,

Do thou, dear brother Gunther, now some suitable reward
proclaim,

Before all these proud warriors. This counsel never will
me shame. .

Bid Siegfried of the Netherlands before our sister to ap-
proach,

That him the maiden may salute, which ever us must
profit much;

Let her, who never greeted knight, with salutations him
draw near;

That so we may this swordsman fine obtain as ally and
compeer.

The monarch’s kinsmen sally forth, and him discover as he
stands;

And with this message they address the soldier from the
Netherlands:

The king doth you by us, sir knight, to visit him at court
request,

That you his sister may salute; with honor would he you
invest.
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The swordsman, at these gracious words, felt reassurance
and relief ;

He carried now within his heart the purest joy without
a grief,

Because for him the time had come Queen Uta’s lovely
child to see. '

With charming modesty and grace she him received with
inward glee.

When she the fine, courageous man standing in her pres-
ence saw,

The color deepened in her face. She said, with mingled
love and awe,

Sir Siegfried, I thee welcome bid, thou noble and intrepid
knight.

When he this salutation heard his courage took an upward
’ flight.

A ceremonious bow he made as he to her his thanks ex-
pressed,

Thereon together they were drawn by ardent love’s allur-
ing quest.

As each upon the other looked their eyes were glowing
with desire;

But from the hero and the maid was hidden this consuming

fire.

Whether her white, inspiring hand was pressed by him in
gentle wise,

When first he felt its thrilling touch, is hidden from my
asking eyes.

I am not able to believe that he neglected so to
do;

For hearts athirsting after love would thus to nature be
untrue.

v
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Not in the time of summer’s warmth, nor in the days of
genial May,

Would ever he within his heart again experience the
sway

Of such exhilarating joy as that which through his being
flew,

When she her hand within his placed whom he desired in
soul to woo.

And many a warrior also thought: Oh, would to me it so
had gone,

That I might thus beside her walk as he doth now before
me dawn; ‘

Or by her side myself recline, as I could do with joy so
keen.

There never was a warrior yet, in service of so good a
queen.

Of whatsoever monarch’s land an honored guest might
chance to be

Of all comprised within that hall, these two were all that
he could see.

Permitted then was she to kiss the handsome and intrepid
knight;

And never in his life had he encountered aught of such
delight.

When this auspicious moment came, the King of Denmark
warmly said:

In this high salutation’s cause lies many a gallant hero
dead,

As I good reason have to know, from injuries at Siegfried’s
hand ;

May God permit him nevermore to come into our Danish
land.
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The populace was everywhere commanded now the road

to clear,

To let the lovely Kriemhild pass; and many a valiant
cavalier,

In brilliant uniform, was seen within the church with her
to go;

Where soon was this heroic knight compelled to her to
bid adieu.

Advanced she to the minster now, with many women in
her train,

Where, in apparel so superb appeared before them now
this queen,

That many found who on her looked themselves in ad-
miration lost;

And many a hero felt delight when she his eyes did first
accost.

But Siegfried found it hard to wait until the mass had
all been sung.

Himself he might felicitate, since thereupon all gladness
hung,

That she? whom in his heart he bore, had now at last hns
love returned

In balanced share with his for her: a recompense he well
had earned. )

As she, when mass concluded was, in front of the cathedral
came,

Once more was summoned to her side this champion of
noble fame.

And then, before he aught could say, the lovely maid her
thanks began, .

That he before those warriors such honor in the strife had
won.

7
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May God, Sir Siegfried, thee reward, began to say the
lovely child,

For having so well merited that all these warriors should
be filled,

In best of faith, with love for thee, as nearly all to me
have owned.

Upon Kriemhilda he began to gaze with searching eyes
and fond.

Forevermore will I them serve, said Siegfried, the un-
daunted knight,

And never shall this head of mine repose enjoy, however
slight,

Until their wish has been fulfilled, however long my life
may be.

This, Lady Kriemhild, will I do because your love you
give to me.

Until a dozen days had passed, as oft as darkness merged
in light,

The lovely maiden might be seen escorted by the gallant
knight,

As she toward the monarch’s court her way with her at-
tendants made.

This service was, at love’s demand, upon the valiant warrior
laid.

The noise of pleasure and delight, the sound of many a
clashing sword,

Before King Gunther’s stately hall could every passing
day be heard.

Within, without, were sports enjoyed by hardy men who
thither swarmed. .

By Ortewein and Hagen both were wonders not a few per-
formed.
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Whatever one should wish to do at once were seen thereto
bedight,

A more than requisite supply of swordsmen known for
skill in fight;

The warriors then before the guests their quality made
fully known. ,

And every part of Gunther’s land was honored by the
valor shown.

Those long disabled by their wounds now ventured out to
seek the air;

For, with the servants of the king, they wanted in the
fun to share;

To get themselves behind their shields, in rivalry to hurl
the shaft.

Therein received they able help; the weapons strongly did
they waft.

So long as festal days endured, the royal host had every

guest

With best of eating well supplied; for on the king must
never rest

The very smallest trace of blame that possibly might be
incurred.

He to and fro among his guests with suavity himself
bestirred.

Ye knights and warriors, he said, before you go away from

here,

Some trifling gifts from me accept, that so to you it may
appear

How grateful I shall ever be. Scorn not the goods that
I possess,

Which now among you to divide will consummate my
happiness.
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To this the men of Denmark said, in quick rejoinder to
his word:

Before we hence our exit make, our native land again to
gird,

A lasting peace to us vouchsafe. This now is our most
urgent need;

For by your stalwart warriors do many of our friends lie
dead.

Recovered from his injuries, King Ludigast was soon
revealed ;

And also was the Saxon king of all his wounds right
quickly healed;

Yet several who met their death within the land they left
behind.

Thereorr King Gunther went away to where he Siegfried
hoped to find.

The knight he found, and to him said: Advise me now
what I shall do.

To-morrow morning will our guests from this my country
homeward go; -

And now they application make for terms of peace with
me and mine;

Now let me know, intrepid knight, what seemeth thee had
best be done. '

What they have offered in return, to thee I’ll state without
reserve:

As great a weight of solid gold as scarce five hundred
steeds can move,

To me they say they’ll freely give if I a pact of peace
will sign.

But Siegfried said: An act like this were very bad for
thee and thine.
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Allow them both from here to go untrammelled by atone-
ment’s price;

If only that, in time to come, may naught these warriors
entice

To make another hostile raid upon your castles and your
lands.

And, as a guarantee for this, accept the noble monarchs’
hands.

I will follow thy advice. Thus parted they and went their
ways.

To Gunther’s regal enemies it known was made, to their
amaze,

That no one would accept the gold that they but lately
proffered had.

At home were their devoted friends for these two weary
chieftains sad.

Full many a treasure-laden shield was hither brought by
willing hands;

And this, uncounted and unweighed, divided was among
his friends;

To every one five hundred marks, to many even more, were
brought ;

As had to Gunther been advised by that intrepid knight,
Gernot.

They all for their dismissal sued, for they were anxious
thence to go.

And every one where Kriemhild was, himself at once was
seen to show, '

Where too her mother at her side the queen, Dame Uta,
also sat.

The swordsmen all were sent away without a sign of bitter
hate.
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Apartments many left they void when thence away for
home they rode.

This, notwithstanding, in the land the monarch and his men
abode

In sumptuous magnificence, with many a noble knight as
well;

And every day they sallied forth to where did then Kriem-
hilda dwell.

The hero, Siegfried, also would away from there for home
depart;

For he was sunken in despair of getting what was next
his heart.

The king was duly notified that he his homeward way would
find;

But him the youthful Geiselher prevailed upon to change
his mind.

Whither, Siegfried, noble friend, whither would you wend
your way?

Listen to my earnest prayer, and with our valiant warriors
stay;

With Gunther our illustrious king, and all who homage
to him take.

Here many lovely women dwell who fain would your ac-
quaintance make.

In answer thereto Siegfried said: I then will let the horses
stay.

I did intend from here to ride, but that desire has passed
away. ¢

And also take away the shields; I would to my own land
have gone,

But Geiselher from that intent hath me with loyalty with-
drawn.

e e e — ——
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So there, from love, the hardy man with his devoted friend

remained ;

And not in any other place, if he had sought throughout
the land,

More happily could he have dwelt. From this event it
came to pass

That he could daily feast his eyes upon Kriemhilda’s lovely
face.

For her great beauty’s sake it was, that he decided there
to stay.

With every kind of manly sport the time was made to
pass away.

By love alone was he impelled, and often this an anguish
proved.

Through it the hero afterward was wretchedly by death‘

removed.




SIXTH ADVENTURE
HOW GUNTHER SOUGHT BRUNHILD IN ISENLAND

GAIN we find important news in circulation from the
Rhine;

How many maidens there were found for worshipping at
Beauty’s shrine.

A consort for himself to gain, incessantly King Gunther
dreamed ;

Which to his lords and warriors a worthy undertaking
seemed.

A certain celebrated queen a throne possessed across the
sea ;
And not ‘in her entire domain was any one of her de-

gree.
Her beauty was beyond compare, her vigor also very
great;
With swiftest warriors did she, on love’s account, with lance
compete. '

Long distances she hurled the stone, and after it did
nimbly bound ;

And who should dare her love to seek, without a failure
must be found,

Three times against the noble maid, well able to sustain the
lead. :

Should he but once behind her come, the price he paid
with loss of head.

86
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The royal damsel many times in such attempt success had
won.

And this had heard, upon the Rhine, a skilful knight and
nobleman,

Whose contemplations on herself the lovely woman did
entice;

For whom had many a warrior his life been forced to
sacrifice.

As, once upon a time, the king had taken with his men
his seat, )

On every side it soon became debated back and forth with
heat,

What kind of woman could their lord most fitly for his
consort take;

Who for himself would best a wife, and for his land a
mistress make.

Then said the monarch of the Rhine: Across the sea I now
will sail,

. And ardently Brunhilda seek, whatever there may me be-

’ fall.

Against her beauty I will risk my cherished honor and
my life;

And for her sake I both will lose if she will not become
my wife.

Against this plan I you advise, did Siegfried promptly
intervene;

For ways so horrible and fierce in practice puts this noble
queen -

That he who her aspires to woo too high a price by far
must pay;

Wherefore it best will be for you this trip to endlessly
delay. :
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Then said King Gunther yet again: The woman never yet
was born,

With such audacity and strength that I in combat cannot
scorn

And easil;' reduce to terms, by dint alone of my right
hand.

Be silent, Siegfried quickly said, you do not her yet under-
stand.

If you the equal were of four, you could yourself not
thereby save

From such ferocity as hers. That your intention you
should waive

Is therefore my advice to you. If you a speedy death would
shun,

Do not, for any love for her, such unavailing hazard
run.

However great her strength may be, the journey I will
surely take.

And seek Brunhilda in her home, whate’er may follow in
its wake.

Because of her great loveliness the venture I will not
decline;

And possibly, if God permit, she us will follow to the
Rhine.

To you I then would recommend, Sir Hagen interjected
here,

That Siegfried you at once entreat, impartially with you
to bear

The burden of the enterprise. This course appears to
me the best,

For -he to Brunhild’s character so full a knowledge hath
confessed.
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v

Wilt thou, requested then the king, my noble Siegfried,

with me go,

And help to woo this lovely maid? This favor do on me
bestow ;

And if the damsel’s love I win, and she consent to be my
wife,

Then I will hazard for thy sake my goods, my honor, and
my life.

In answer to this earnest suit, Sir Siegfried, son of Sieg-
mund, said:

I will it do if you will me as my endeavor’s full re-
ward,

Your lovely sister Kriemhild give, that beautiful, majes-
tic queen.

No further thanks shall I demand, whatever labors I have
seen.

I firmly promise, Gunther said, my noble Siegfried, on thy
hand,

If beautiful Brunhilda come, and here abide within my
land,

That I will thee my sister give, to be thy good and faith-
ful wife;

And may thou with that winsome maid forever lead a happy
life. :

To one another gave their oaths these two intrepid war-
riors.

Rough work they soon experienced, and often spent dis-
tressing hours

Before they this exalted queen escorted back upon the
Rhine.

The matter oft the hardy men to harsh conditions .did
consign.
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Of savage and ferocious dwarfs, on some occasions have I
heard,

Inhabiting the mountain caves, who for defence their
bodies gird

With cloaks that are tarnkappe called, of wonderful ca-
pacities.

Whoever one of these doth wear is safe against fatali-
ties

From injuries by sword or spear. The wearer is removed
from sight

So long as he therein remains. Though he can hear and
use the light

Without restraint upon his will, yet he by none can be
perceived.

His strength is also much increased, as I the story have
received.

Now Siegfried, when he thither went, about him bore the
mystic cloak

That with his skilful swordsmanship the energetic war-
rior took

Away from that most powerful dwarf, whom we as Albe-
rich have seen.

Now hastened these bold warriors to pay their visit to
the queen.

Whenever hardy Siegfried chose to put his weird tarn-
kappe on,

Beneath its strange, mysterious sway, he so much resolu-
tion won .

That he could match a dozen men, as often I have heard
it said.

Thus he with great dexterity discomfited the queenly

maid.
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This mist-enfolding drapery constructed was in such a

Thatwav{hosoever put it on was able, in the open

To (ﬁ)& yv’vhatever he desired without a chance of being

Ther:::i:il he Brunhild overcame, by whom he disciplined
has been.

Now, Siegfried, let me be informed, ere we upon this jour-
ney go,

How we, in proper dignity, our way across the sea shall
plough.

Shall swordsmen us accompany within the fair Brunhilda’s
land?

Thirty thousand fighting men can soon equipped before
us stand.

However many men we take, responded Siegfried to the
king,

Such cruel and ferocious ways the queen will into usage
bring

That every one would disappear before her brutal arro-
gance.

A better plan will I suggest for us, O swordsman, to
advance.

Like ;:}:i.ghtly heroes let us go, and travel down below the
ine;
And with us suffer only those whom now to you will I
define.
Just you and I and two besides, and not a single comrade
more;
That we this maiden may acquire, whatever after bé¢ in
store.
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Of these companions I am one, as you of course will also
be;

Let Hagen as another come, and we prosperity shall
see.

As fourth Sir Dankwart we will take, a man forever bold
and sage.

With us combined a thousand men will never dare in strife

engage.

I gladly now would be informed, the king again in turn
replied,

Before we hence our exit make, as I shall do with joy
and pride,

What kind of raiment shall we take that we before Brun-
hild can wear,

Befitting to the time and place? I that would also like
to hear.

Apparel of the very best that anywhere can be ob-
tained,

On all occasions must be worn by travellers in Brunhilda’s
land.

So let us then our richest garb before the noble woman
wear ;

That, if our story shall be told, we no reproach may have
to bear.

The gallant soldier then replied: I myself at once will

89,

My noble mother to implore, that she will graciously
allow

Her maidens to our help to come, by getting such attire
in hand,

As we, with good repute, can wear within the royal maiden’s
land.
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Von Tronya Hagen then remarked, with painfully respect-
ful air: :

Why your mother should you ask a burden such as this
to bear?

Let your sister be informed of what you have a wish to
do;

For she is talented enough, and good apparel will be-
stow.

He therefore had his sister told that he was anxious her
to see,

And Siegfried had the same desire. Ere she permitted
that to be

The beauty had herself arrayed in vesture rich as she
possessed ;

Nor at the coming of these lords was she a particle dis-
tressed. ]

Her household also was attired as suited one so near the
throne;

The princes both their advent made, and when this unto
her was known,

At once she from her seat arose, and affably advanced to
meet

The celebrated foreigner, whom she did with her brother

greet.

Welcome art thou, brother mine, and welcome thy com-
Ppanion, too;

I now-would gladly ascertain, the maiden said, as near she
drew,

What it is my lords may wish that to my court to come
they deign.

How I can be of use to you, pray, noble warriors, now
explain.
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Without delay King Gunther said: My lady, I will tell
you all;

A serious task we have in hand, which doth upon our
courage call;

A-wooing we desire to go within a distant foreign
land

And for ’our trip would gladly have apparel sumptuous

and grand.

Now sit you down, my brother dear, replied the maid of
high degree,

And let me first be made aware of what the women’s names
may be,

To whom attention you would pay within another monarch’s
land.

Thereon these valued warriors the maiden both took by the
hand, ’

And them conducted to the place where she had just be-
fore reclined

Upon a couch of stately ease, as I distinctly bear in
mind,

On which were figures in relief elaborately worked in
gold. .

And with the lady well might they a pleasant conversation
hold.

Glances full of tenderness, from which regard was not

estranged,
Might happen well between the two with frequency to be

exchanged.

He carried her within his heart, who dearer was to him
than life;

And he by valiant services gained her consent to be his
wife.
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Then said the noble king to her: Thou much beloved

sister mine,

My plan can never be achieved unless we have some help
of thine.

Some great adventures we will seek within the fair Brun-
hilda’s land;

And fine apparel we must have ere we before her women
stand. :

The princess thus replied to him: Thou much beloved
brother mine,

If any help that I can give will expedite this quest of
thine

With cert;.inty thou mayest know that such assistance shall
be had.

Should any one thee this deny, Kriemhilda would be vexed
and sad.

You should not, most exalted knights, in apprehension
favors ask;

You should to me commands express without a beggar’s
dastard mask.

Whatever you may wish to have, you need but speak to
be obeyed ;

With pleasure shall I do your will, benignantly replied
the maid.

Our chief desire, dear sister, is that we may good apparel
wear,

And thy own white, unsullied hand we wish to help us it
prepare.

Pray let your women so contrive that our intention they
may serve,

For we persuaded cannot be from our projected tour to
swerve.
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The damsel then again began: Now listen well to what
I say;

I have myself a store of silk; so order now a good ar-
ray

Of jewels here upon the shields, and soon can raiment be
displayed

In which with honor you may go and pay respect to your
fair maid.

Who his associates might be, the princess further sought
to know,
As they attire must also have, presentably to court to

go.

I and Siegfried, said the king, and we shall take but two
beside;

Sir Hagen and Dankwart alone with us to Brunhild’s court
will ride.

Now pay attention, sister dear, to everything we say to

Takeyz:::e that we compatriots are able in four days to

Thre:h:ev:s of garments fit for each, all woven of the finest

Thatstvlvlg ;on reaching Brunhild’s land, no reason have to
fear rebuff.

This promised she the warriors, who then departing might
be seen.

As soon as they had disappeared, Kriemhilda, royal maid
and queen,

Had from their habitations called thirty damsels of her
suite,

Who had for this artistic work invention great and fingers
fleet.
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The finest of Arabian silks, as white as freshly fallen

And st::oc::l’lent from Zazamank, as green as clover leaves in

Did tghl:; ’inlay with precious stones, and furnish a superb

The :::)t;ﬁ. maid, with her own hands, its cut and fashion
did inspire.

Linings were to them supplied from skins of fishes rarely
seen,

And foreign to the people looked every one that used had
been;

And these were overlaid with silk, manipulated all with
gold;

And one could tell of this attire wonders great and mani-
fold.

Then from the hot Morocco land, as well as from the
Libyan shore,

Were silks employed, of quality as fine as ever seen be-
fore

In hands of any royal maid; of which they had a good
supply.

And Kriemhild let them plainly see that on her love they
could rely.

Since they apparel so superb for their projected trip de-
sired,

The fur of ermine seemed to her undoubtedly to be re-
quired,

On which, in carbon’s ebon hue, the spots in regal beauty
lay.

All sprightly heroes gladly wear such garments on a festal
day.
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In settings of Arabian gold did many a jewel scintil-
late.

Incessant was the women’s toil; their application also
great,

For at the end of seven weeks was their apparel all
prepared ;

And weapons for the warriors, for which they also well
had cared.

When they were thoroughly equipped, upon the surface
of the Rhine,

Constructed with rapidity, a little sturdy boat was
seen,

In which were they to be conveyed below toward the open
sea.

The noble maidens from their work debilitated seemed
to be.

It now was told the warriors that all the beautiful at-
tire

Was ready for their instant use, which they about them
would require. .

Their wishes had been carried out, according to expressed
design;

So they not any longer need prolong their sojourn at
the Rhine.

Soon afterward a messenger to these confederates was
sent, R

To know if they desired to see the new apparel for them
meant,

And try it on to ascertain if it were either short or
long.

They thanked the women earnestly, and nothing in the
least found wrong.
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Wherever happened they to be, must freely every one
admit
They never on the earth had seen attire of better style

or fit.

Of garments better for a knight has no one ever found
report.

Thereon they satisfaction felt at having it to wear at
court.

The noble maids who did the work received therefor abun-
dant thanks.

The hardy warriors desired at once to go to Island’s
banks.

In knightly fashion started they, as soon as their adieus
were said ;

At which was many a shining eye bedewed with tears and
sadly red.

My brother dear, the maiden said, I wish that you at home
would stay,

And here some other woman woo. Methinks discreeter. it
would be

For you to stay where nobody will you require to risk
your life.

You can, in this vicinity, find just as nobly born a
wife.

In heart they premonitions felt of troubles that before
them lay;

And all of them were fain to weep, whatever any one might
say.

The gold they on their bosoms wore was much discolored
by the tears

That copiously flowed from eyes made dim from agonizing
fears.
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Lord Siegfried, further she remarked, most earnestly I
recommend

To thy good faith and clemency my dearest brother and
thy friend,

That he no danger may incur when you arrive in Brunhild’s
land.

The hardy warrior promised this upon the fair Kriem-
hilda’s hand.

The noble swordsman then replied: So long as I my life
retain,

So long may you from every care, my gracious lady, free
remain.

In safety I will bring him back to you again upon the
Rhine;

I promise that upon my life. For this him thanked the
maid divine.

Away their golden shields were borne, and taken to the

river shore;

And instantly within the ship their full equipment did
they store.

Their horses also had they brought, and ready were away
to sail.

The charming women then began, with much ado, to weep
and wail.

And many a love-inspiring lass the palace windows stood
behind.

The vessel, with her canvas set, was started by a friendly
wind.

The proud associates in arms were wafted off upon the
Rhine;

And thereupon King Gunther said: To whom shall we
the helm resign?
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I, said Siegfried, that will take; I well upon the waves
can you

Unto our destination guide, be well assured of that, brave
crew. ‘

The proper currents of the sea to me are with precision
known. -

So they, in happiness of heart, from Burgundy were
swiftly blown.

A boat-hook Siegfried found on board, and taking it him-
self in hand,

He stuck it firmly in the bank, and pushed the boat away
from land.

Then Gunther, not to be outdone, laid hands himself upon
an oar.

And thus these meritorious knights took their departure
from the shore.

Supplied were they with dainty food, as also various kinds
of wine,

The finest that could be obtained from anywhere about
the Rhine.

Their horses on the quiet sea in unmolested stillness
stood ; '

So evenly the vessel sailed no troubles taxed their forti-
tude.

The lusty ropes that held their sails the breezes held ex-
tended tight;

And thus full twenty leagues they made ere overtaken by
the night;

By favoring currents they were borne quickly down toward
the sea;

Thereby however, afterward, in evil times they came to

be.

AP
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After eleven days had passed, at early morn, I’ve heard
it said,

They found the wind had favored them, and carried them
so far ahead

That they the castle now drew near of Isenstein, in Brun-
hild’s land,

Concerning which were ignorant all but him with helm in
hand.

When Gunther standing on the deck so many citadels
discerned,

And marshland, too, of such extent, he quickly to the pilot
turned:

Friend Siegfried, let me be informed, provided it to you
is known,

Who doth these noble fortresses and this majestic country
own.

In all my life’s eventful course, undoubtedly must I con-
fess,

So many well-constructed forts had never to my eyes
access,

In any country on this earth, as here before us we may
scan.

Whoever could such works contrive was certainly a mighty
man.

Thus Siegfried rendered his reply: All this I have at my

command.

To Brunhild everything belongs, the castles all as well
as land,

And eke the fort of Isenstein, as I beyond all question
know.

This very day you there may see fair women in a goodly
show.



¥
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You heroes I will caution well to be in all things one in
mind ;

To stand together in your words, the better way methinks
you’ll find.

And then again, if we to-day before Brunhilda should
appear,

We must before the royal maid do everything with watch-
ful care. :

When we surrounded by her suite shall see the.charming
queen as well,

Enlightened heroes, we must all the selfsame story surely
tell.

Let Gunther my commander be, and I his subject to com-
mand ;

And then shall his desire proceed as doth his longing heart
demand.

Great readiness they all evinced to follow fully his ad-
vice,

And through an overweening pride did none prefer his
own device.

They said exactly what he wished, and everything went
with them well,

When Gunther, shortly afterward, to see Brunhilda it
befell.

I pleasure take in doing this, not out of love so much for

As fot:‘ i‘l!l’y charming sister’s sake, that worthy maiden fair

As mt; :::; soul she is to me more highly valued than my

I ho%: t’o thoroughly deserve that she consent to be my
e.
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HOW GUNTHER WON BRUNHILDA

Y this time had the little ship conducted o’er the water
been

So nearly to the castle walls that, as the king surveyed
the scene,

He saw at windows high above the face of many a lovely
maid.

That he about them nothing knew made him truly feel
quite sad.

He earnestly of Siegfried asked: If you for me have any
love,

Pray tell me whether you do know those youthful maidens
up above,

Who yonder are now looking down at us below upon the
sea?

Whoever may their master be, they bear themselves with
majesty.

To him did Siegfried thus reply: You should contrive to
get a glance

At all the damsels standing there, and then inform me in
advance

Which you among them all would take, if you should the
selection have.

That will I do, King Gunther said, the warrior alert and
brave.

104




SEVENTH ADVENTURE 105

Distinctly I can one perceive, standing at that wmdow

there,
Clad in a dress of snowy white, well suited to a frame so
My :;;‘el: would her at once select, so beautiful of form is
IfI ssl;)%uld dare so much to ask, she is the one my wife
would be.
Thine eye hath chosen happily, its glance is accurate and
For t]l{:tnt;he noble Brunhild is, the beautiful young maiden
Afte:'1 u\:fll;m thy heart aspires, thy spirit also, and thy
Her ::z:llii:iage satisfied the king, as over her a glance he
stole.

The regal virgin ordered now from every window to de-
part

All the maidens standing there; not any longer should
they dart

Their glances at the foreigners. Without a murmur they
obeyed.

What afterward these women did has also known to’us
been made.

They donned their richest finery, these unknown, foreign

lords to meet;

As pretty women always do, to gratify their self-con-
ceit.

Up to the narrow window now they stepped with curi-
osity,

Where they the heroes eould observe with privacy and
modesty.
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The company contained but four that planted foot upon
that land,

Where Siegfried led a splendid horse up and down along
the strand;

And at the window this was seen by all the lovely women
there.

Excessive was the reverence that Gunther thus appeared to
share.

As servant of his Majesty he by the bridle held the
steed.

A splendid animal it was, tall and strong, of noble
breed,

Which he held fast until the king securely in the saddle
sat.

Thus Siegfried him assistance gave, which soon entirely he
forgat.

He afterward his own good horse out of the vessel also
brought.

Such menial services as these had seldom fallen to his
lot;

The stirrup for another knight he never once had held
before.

It happened now that all of this the women at the window
saw.

In every way appeared alike these heroes bold and undis-
mayed ;

In both their horses and attire was only snowy white dis-
played;

They hardly could be told apart; and beautiful the buckler
bands,

Shimmering so resplendently within the noble warriors’
hands
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Their saddles much bejewelled were, their poitrels singu-
larly small;

And ;l;m with dignity they rode before Brunhilda’s stately

11;

About them were suspended bells constructed out of bur-
nished gold.

Within the land they had arrived, as well became such
heroes bold,

With lances furbished up afresh, and each a finely tem-
pered sword

Extending downward to the spur, acute of edge and very
broad.

These heroes, riding thus bedight, upon the river shore
were seen

Below the window where reclined the beautiful young
maiden queen.

Attending them did Dankwart go, his brother Hagen with
him, too,

And both these hardy swordsmen wore, if what the people
say is true,

Magnificently wrought attire, as black in hue as raven’s
wing;

And bucilers new, of ample size, did they also with them
bring.

The rarest gems from India in great profusion did they
wear,

That off from their apparel sent an evanescent shimmering
glare.

Their little vessel they forsook, without a guard, upon
the flood,

And rode away toward the fort, those heroes valorous and
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Full six and eighty lofty towers were now laid open to
their eyes,

Three. palaces immense and grand, beside a hall of stately
size

With walls of finest marble made, in color like the vernal

s8.

Herein did this majestic queen her time with her attend-

ants pass.

The castle gates were now unlocked, and speedily thrown
open wide;

And Brunhild’s men with promptitude proceeded to the
outer side,

Where they with courtesy received the guests into their
lady’s land.

The horses then, as well as shields, were taken from them
out of hand.

The chamberlain then said to them: Deliver unto us your
swords,

And coruscating coats of mail. Allow such things will not
my lords,

With heat Von Tronya Hagen said; we on ourselves will
these convey.

Then Siegfried thus to him began of court formalities to
say:

The custom in this castle is, as I to you will now ex-

plain,

That deadly weapon of no kind can any visitor re-
tain.

Yours then allow them to remove, as you will find entirely
right.

Unwillingly this Hagen did, King Gunther’s pertinacious
knight.
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To them were given wine to drink, and good apartments

for repose; R
On all sides agile warriors the court in numbers did dis-
close

About them hurrying everywhere, in princely garments
all attired.

And many a scrutinizing glance these foreigners from
them inspired.

About this time to Brunhild were officially the tidings
brought,

That her some unknown warriors at present in the castle
sought,

Who, in the dress of noblemen, across the sea had been
conveyed.

She then began to question make, this beautiful, attractive
maid :

Do not neglect to let me know, remarked the haughty
maiden queen,

Who may the unknown warriors be that I so recently have
seen

Standing in my castle yard thus proudly in their suits of
mail,

And why these heroes have essayed hither to my court
to sail.

Then one of her attendants said: Most noble lady, it is

Thath;:)i a single one of them before has been within my

Yet ::::wt')’f those who stands below the attitude of Siegfried

A gg.::l:; reception give to him sincerely I advise in
aith.
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The second of those comrades there quite laudable appears

If ozloyl‘nlf: the power possessed, a king he’s fitted well

of rit:(;x l()leonm.inz’. of vast extent, a duty he could well ful-

Amox?%;ﬂ;he others he doth stand with lordly air erect and
still.

The third of them resembles one who churlish doth himself
demean,

Yet, not the less of goodly form, O mighty and benignant
queen.

His glances penetrating are as he them ever round him
throws;

His mood is one, as I believe, that anger and resentment
shows.

The last I have to tell you of, most lovable appears to
be.

That highly gifted swordsman looks attractive in a high
degree,

As there with maiden modesty and noble attitude he
stands.

If anything should him annoy it might repent us in these
lands.

For gentle as he may appear, and comely as may be his
frame, .

He yet may bring distressing tears to many a meritorious.
dame,

If once his temper be aroused. His aspect is so fine and

The virtues all, of every kind, must in that hero find
abode.



SEVENTH ADVENTURE 111

To this the royal maiden said: My raiment let me have
at hand ;

For if the hardy Siegfried dare his foot to set within my
land,

In order to obtain my love, the cost thereof shall be his
life.

I do not him so greatly fear that I perforce must be his
wife.

The beautiful Brunhilda soon was clad in her selected
wn

td
And waiting on her Majesty was many a lovely maiden
seen.
A hundred more or less there were arrayed in gorgeous
finery,
And many a matron of repute attended her the guests
to see.

In their assemblage also went some fighting men of Isen-
land,

All warriors of Brunhilda’s court, and every one with
sword in hand;

Five hundred possibly or more, which much the visitors
annoyed.

Up from their seats at once arose those heroes all of fear
devoid.

As soon as did Brunhilda’s eyes upon the hardy Siegfried
rest,

With regal dignity and grace she him with courtesy ad-
dressed :

I, Siegfried, you sincerely give a hearty welcome to my
land;

The object of your pilgrimage I now would gladly under-
stand.



12 THE NIBELUNGENLIED

My cordial thanks, Brunhilda fair, must I perforce to
you evince

For dexgnmg me so well to greet, majestic daughter of
a prince,

Before this noble warrior, who hath in front of me his
place.

Since he my gracious master is the honor can I not em-
brace.

A king he is upon the Rhine; what need of further being
said?

From nothing but regard for thee have we the voyage
hither made.

He fain would show to thee his love, no matter what may
him betide.

Upon this question think betimes; my lord will ever thus
abide.

By name of Gunther is he known, a powerful and lofty
sire.

If thou his love can but return he nothing more will e’er
desire.

On thy account have I with him the journey to thy coun-
try made;

If he had not my master been, no part therein should I
have had.

If he thy master be, she said, and thee but as a vassal
claims,

Will he, in manner I dictate, withstand me in my usual
games?

If he therein the victor be then I will surely be his
wife;

But llef. I win shall each of you relinquish unto me his

e.
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At this Von Tronya Hagen said: Pray let us see, most
noble queen,

In what amusements you engage. If Gunther so himself
demean

As you to let his conqueror be, on evil lines must they be
laid.

He yet may well rejoice to wed so beautiful and kind a
maid.

The stone must he know how to hurl and thereupon jump

after it;

And also throw with me the spear. Be not so ready with
your wit,

For here you easily may lose as well your honor as your
life.

Thereover you had better think, the maiden said, with
mildness rife.

The agile Siegfried then advanced with promptitude
toward the king,

And him advised the whole affair before the queen to freely
bring,

And let her see his full desire, that easy he might still
remain ;

For I, said he, will you protect, and by my arts the vic-
tory gain.

King Gunther then responded thus: Most noble and majes-
tic queen,

Determine what from me you wish, and more than what
thereby is seen,

For thy attractive beauty’s sake, will I with pleasure un-
dertake.

My head I willingly will lose if me thy lord thou dost
not make.
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When his devoted, ardent words this youthful sovereign
had heard,

Commanded she, as seemly was, the sport to be at once
prepared.

She ordered for the coming strife her full apparel to be
sought ;

A golden suit of mail complete, and useful shield, to her
were brought. .

Herself in silken overdress still further did the maid be-
dight

Through which no weapon ever yet had managed her to
reach in fight;

Made of the most effective stuff to be obtained in Libya’s
land

With lac:as delicately worked entirely round its shining
band.

Meanwhile her supercilious pride a menace to her guests
had been.

Sir Hagen and the bold Dankwart affronted standing there
were seen.

How with their master it might go, their minds did greatly
agitate;

Their expedition, as they thought, was not propitious to
their fate. '

Meantime proceeded Siegfried out, the crafty and deceit-
ful man,

Ere any one had it remarked, and quickly to the vessel
ran,

In which he his tarnkappe found where he it safely had
concealed.

He stealthily escaped within before his absence was re-
vealed.
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Without delay he hastened back and many warriors found

Her T\l’;:;;ty directions gave the noble games to carry

Agaizu:.;nong them in he stole, and managed by his sor-

That::l)x,t of all assembled there not one was able him
see.

The ring was carefully marked off, wherein the struggle
should be made,

Before the gallant warriors who were to watch the skill
displayed.

With weapons carried in their hands were fully seven
hundred seen;

That who it was the contest won they might declare with
conscience clean.

Queen Brunhild had already come, and she completely
armed was found,

As if in combat she would fight for any other monarch’s
ground.

Upon her silken robe she wore full many a plate of bur-
nished gold,

Which her complexion’s lovely tint with charming clear-

" ness did unfold.

Behind her came her retinue, with her conveying to the
field,

For service in the coming sport, a finely fashioned golden
shield,

Bestudded well with hardened steel, immensely thick and
very wide,

Beneath the solid face of which would she the issue firm
abide.
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Around the margin of this shield a splendid border had
been made,

On which a multitude of gems as greep as grass had been
inlaid,

Whose countless bright and glittering disks mingled well
among the gold.

The man who would this maiden win must certainly be
very bold.

Beneath the studs this mighty shield, so has the tale to us
been told,

Was twenty-seven inches thick; and this the maid with
ease could hold.

So much of steel as well as gold this mighty buckler did
embrace,

That four powerful chamberlains could hardly lift it from
its place.

As soon as sturdy Hagen saw the big, unwieldy shield
brought out,

His anger fiercely was aroused, and he began in wrath
to shout:

What now, King Gunther, do" you say? This means the
loss of every life.

The woman you aspire to wed will surely make a devilish
wife.

Now further hear of her attire, of which she had a match-
less store:

Composed of silk from Azagaug a suit of mail complete
she wore,

That costly and majestic was; from which in clearest
lustre shone,

Upon this royal daughter fair, full many a grand and
radiant stone.
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Then,.irresistible and broad, was borne to this athletic

A ke%rllli; sharpened javelin, that she accustomed was to

Unyitllggln;g in its density, moreover big, with heavy

Withb:(;;tg,e upon its either side, this weapon horribly would
cut.

Of this colossal lance’s weight hear now the wonders that
are told: ’

A hundred pounds of solid iron were beaten out for it
to hold.

To carry it was difficult by three of Brunhild’s strongest
men.

To wring his hands with anxious care began the noble
Gunther then.

With agitated mind he thought: What now will here be
taking place?
If came the devil out of hell, how could he stand before

her face?

If I were only, with my life, back safe again in Bur-
gundy,

She might a very long time here, without my love, dwell
wholly free.

In truth, we well may feel assured, he stood before them
in dismay;

They carried to the mecting-place his suit of armor for
the fray.

The mighty monarch of the Rhine was speedily therein
arrayed:

Distracted in his mind with grief was Hagen very nearly
made.
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His brother Dankwart now drew near, and earnestly unto
him said:

I bitterly repent in soul that we to court this journey
made.

We once were hailed as warriors, and must we now, within
this place,

Our honor and our lives give up, by woman brought to
this disgrace?

I cannot help my bitter grief that ever we approached
this land.

If but my brother Hagen had his sword retained within
his hand,

And I were also holding mine, a little softer should they

In their accursed insolence, these men of Brunhild’s ret-
inue.

More modestly should they proceed, to that I plight my
solemn troth.

Had I to peace a thousand times been sworn by every
sacred oath,

Ere I, before my eyes, would see my own dear master
foully slain,

Her life this beautiful young maid without a question
should resign.

Unhindered could we easily this land and all its people
leave.

His brother Hagen him replied: If we the garments
should receive

That for the strife are requisite, and had our weapons
at our side,

Then would our lady’s arrogance, without a doubt, be
mollified.
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Now everything that he had said the youthful queen had
clearly heard;

A furtive glance at him she cast, and with a smile she then
averred :

Since he believes himself so bold, their harness unto them
restore,

And let the hardy warriors sigh for swords within their
hands no more.

As little doth it trouble me whether they well armed be
seen,

As if in nakedness they stood: so spake this royal child
and queen.

I fear the strength of nobody whom I by chance have
ever known;

I also think that with this king in strife I well can hold
my own.

When weapons unto them were brought in deference to
what she said,

Was Dankwart so much overcome that he from joy be-
came quite red.

Now play whatever game you will, aloud that worthy sol-
dier called,

Unvanquished now our Gunther is, since we our swords
again can hold.

The greatness of Brunhilda’s strength was then beyond
all question shown,

When her attendants brought to her, within the ring, a
heavy stone,

Unwieldy and of monstrous size, extremely smooth and
almost round;

A dozen of her warriors could scarcely lift it from the

ground.
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She sent this whirling everywhere, after she the spear
had flung.

Thereat the men of Burgundy in nerve were thoroughly
unstrung.

Then shouted Hagen very loud: Who is it then our king
would wed? _

I wish that she in hell were cast, therein to be the devil’s
bride.

Back from her alabaster arms she turned the sleeves which
them concealed;

And soon as she was thus prepared, upon her arm she
placed her shield;

She brandished then the spear aloft, at which display the
strife began.

Brunhilda’s wild and furious air did both the heroes near
unman.

And were it not that Siegfried came to bring to Gunther
quick relief,

The valiant king, without a doubt, had soon to her re-
signed his life.

Invisibly he stepped to him, and gently touched him on
the hand;

And Gunther, at this stratagem, in apprehension great
did stand.

Who can it be that hath me touched? thought the bold
and dauntless man; _

For when he looked on every side not any soul was there
to scan.

The hero whispered in his ear: It Siegfried is, the king’s
compeer ;

Comport yourself before the queen as if you felt not any
fear.
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Surrender from your hand the shield, that I may bear it
in the fray;

And diligent attention give to everything you hear me
say.

You mﬁst yourself the gestures make, performance must
you leave to me.

When Gunther Siegfried recognized it gave him joy in
high degree.

My artifice with care conceal, for both of us will that be

best ;

In such event, this fighting queen so thoroughly cannot
molest

You with her haughty insolence, as certainly is her in-
tent. .

See now with what effrontery against you she her scorn
doth vent.

This beautiful young amazon, with all the forces she
could wield,

Projected forth her ugly spear upon the new and mighty
shield,

That on his left arm was sustained by Siegelinda’s valiant
child ;

The fire sprang from off the steel, as driven by a tempest
wild.

The point of this huge javelin entirely through the shield
did go

With so much energy that fire sprang also from the mail
below.

The shock thereof was so severe that both the mighty
warriors fell.

The mystic cloak alone it was that saved the sounding of
their knell.

-
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The blood from hardy Siegfried’s mouth proceeded like
a running brook;

He soon again was on his feet, and then the bold young
warrior took

The javelin that through his shield she had propelled its
utmost length,

And, in an instant, threw it back with almost superhuman
strength.

He could not find it in his heart so beautiful a maid to
slay;

And so the lance’s cutting edge from her direction turned
away.

The massive haft he foremost hurled with all the energy
he found.

Upon her suit of mail it struck, and loud thereon it did
resound.

From off her armor sprang the fire, as if the wind had
urged it on; :

The dart had well directed been by Siegelinda’s stalwart
son:

The blow so forcible arrived that she beneath it could not
stand.

King Gunther never could, in truth, have done it with
unaided hand.

And Brunhild, too, the lovely queen, herself to rally was
not slow;

King Gunther, noble knight, she said, accept my thanks
for that fine blow.

She thought, unaided and alone, that he himself the deed
had done.

But no, by stronger man than he had she upon the earth
been thrown.



SEVENTH ADVENTURE 123

Then swiftly she advanced again, with rage and fury
overwrought,

The heavy stone above her head quite easily the maiden
brought,

And ﬂwi!:h terrific emergy a long extended distance

ung ;

Then after leaped so heftily that loudly there her armor

rung.

The stone descended to the earth full four and twenty
yards away,

Yet in her spring she overpassed the spot of earth whereon
it lay.

The active Siegfried now arrived at where the stone its

. place had found,

Which thereupon the hero threw, but Gunther raised it
from the ground.

Enormous strength did Siegfried have, was also tall and

very bold;

He threw it farther off than she, and far beyond his spring
did hold.

But now the greatest wonder comes: that in his leap, his
magic art,

To carry Gunther in his arms, did strength enough to
him impart.

Accomplished was the wondrous jump; upon the earth
reposed the stone;

The king, so far as could be seen, had done it all, and
he alone. )

Brunhilda, the majestic queen, with passion and chagrin
was red;

Except for Siegfried’s timely help would Gunther now
be lying dead.

7y
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When she the valiant hero saw within the ring all safe
and sound,

The queen, with sadness overwhelmed, said to her men
upon the ground:

Come hither, friends and followers, without delay to where
I stand;

As Gunther’s subjects now become must you and all within
the land.

These resolute and hardy men their arms in sadness all

laid down;

And many a grim old warrior, who had in battle won
renown,

Was found prostrated at the feet of Gunther, King of
Burgundy.

They thought that he the games had won alone by his
own energy.

He greeted her with tenderness, for courtly was he in
his mind,

Then taking his right hand in hers, the lovely queen in
manner kind

To him surrendered every power that she possessed in all
the land.

And Hagen, dextrous man, rejoiced that matters so had
come to hand.

The noble knight invited she back with her at once to

g0,

To visit her extensive hall, where many men themselves
did show,

Who through a salutary fear so much the better service
gave;

For Siegfried, the invincible, had managed them from
harm to save.
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Siegfried’s great activity was equalled by his wari-
ness ;

So his tarnkappe speedily he carried to its hiding-
place.

Then back he hastened to the hall, where many a woman
had her seat;

And there to Gunther loud he said, in words intended them
to cheat:

For what, lord king, do you delay? Why do you not the
sports begin,

That you her gracious Majesty hath promised she will
deftly win?

Pray give us opportunity to see what each therefrom may
glean.

And this the crafty hero said to make believe he naught
had seen.

The Queen Brunhilda then remarked: However hath it
come to pass

That you have not already seen the issue of the games,
alas,

Wherein King Gunther’s powerful hand the victory hath
grandly won?

An answer to her Hagen gave, great Burgundy’s illustri-
ous son.

‘While you, my noble queen, he said, were so afflicting us
in heart,

And when the master of the Rhine at last the victor did
depart,

Was Siegfried, our good warrior, within the vessel at the
shore ;

On that account he doth not know how each the brunt
of battle bore.
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Right glad am I to hear this news! the hero said when this
he heard;

Our journey, I am glad to learn, so good an issue hath
incurred ;

That on the earth exists one soul to whom the mastery
you resign. .

You now will have, my noble maid, to follow us toward
the Rhine.

Not yet will that event take place, replied with emphasis
the queen;

I first must ask my relatives, and those who at my court
convene.

It would not do at all for me so readily to quit my
land ;

My nearest kinsmen, be thou sure, shall first the matter
understand.

Then ordered she her messengers in all directions out to

g0,

Deputing them to all her friends, and those who fealty did
owe,

To bid them come without delay to visit her at Isen-
stein ;

She also had on each bestowed attire that might a prince
enshrine.

Thereafter, each successive day, from early morn till late
at night,

To Brunhild’s castle travelling did troops of warriors come
in sight.

What now, said Hagen, is to pay? What this implies,
I’d like to know.

Some injury from Brunhild’s men we may expect before
we go.
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When they with all their forces here within the country
have been thrown,

The queen’s intention is to us a secret totally un-
known.

And what if she disdain us then? Assuredly should we
be lost;

That noble maiden was, indeed, born to our disastrous
cost.

The mighty Siegfried then observed: To hinder that will
I contrive;

What now doth so excite your fears I will not suffer to
arrive;

Assistance I to you will bring, as unto you shall soon be
shown,

In choice selected men-at-arms, who now to yon are quite
unknown.

A journey I from here will take, and after me you must
not ask;

May God your honor safely guard till I have carried out
my task.

Soon back again shall I arrive, and with me bring a thou-
sand men,

The ]:ery best of warriors that ever came within your

en.

Do not too long remain away, remarked the king, sedate
and sad;

We shall of all the help you bring, with reason good, be
very glad.

In twenty days, he then replied, here back again shall I be
seen.

That you have ordered me away, you must assert before
the queen.
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HOW SIEGFRIED JOURNEYED TO THE NIBELUNGS

HENCE Siegfried went without delay toward the
haven in the sound,

In his tarnkappe well concealed, where he his little vessel
found.

Within the boat he slyly stole, invisible to every
eye;

And q{ﬁckly sped away from there, as if he on the wind
did fly.

Unseen by all the boatman was, yet swift its way the cutter
held,

From Siegfried’s superhuman strength, by which alone it
was impelled.

The people thought it was the wind in active force that
sent it on;

But no, it was by Siegfried urged, the lovely Siegelinda’s
son.

At flight of but a single day, toward the middle of the
night,

To land so far away he came, by means of his prodigious
might,

As commonly a hundred days, or even more, would have
consumed ;

The Nibelungenland it was, where he his treasure had
inhumed.

128
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Alone the hero set his foot upon an island broad and
long;

His coracle ' securely tied that warrior robust and
strong.

He then toward a mountain went that had a castle on its
ground,

And there asylum he besought, as weary ones to do were
found.

Then came he up before the gate, which he discovered
firmly closed ;

For men defended honor then as even now they are dis-
posed.

Upon the door began to knock the stranger who had thus
arrived ;

But guarded well was this retreat. As sentinel, within
there lived

A giant of enormous size, who kept his watch with care-
fulness;

And by whose side at every hour his weapons stood in
readiness.

Who is it there outside, he said, that knocks so loud upon
the door?

In simulated voice, thereon, this answer to him Siegfried
bore:

A knight I am I'd have you know, so open up your portal

Or els‘?d:x’etbinks that not a few will I bring forcibly out-

Whos:?:q]d prefer to be at rest, and on their beds in peace

The t;o:'lt‘:r’s anger was aroused when he received this
gruff reply.
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The bold colossus, full of wrath, was instantly completely
armed ;

With helm already on his head; and, ere the sleepers were
alarmed,

He had his shield in readiness. He then the gate wide open
threw

And, igno;ant of who stood there, he furiously at Siegfried
flew.

How darest thou arouse from sleep so many brave and
hardy men?

Then rapidly his sturdy hand delivered blows with force
of ten.

The noble stranger saved himself from many a death-
intending stroke.

The porter struck so lustily that he his shield in pieces
broke

With a bar of solid iron, which put the swordsman in
distress.

He even death began to fear, so mighty and so piti-
less

Became the heavy blows which fell from this custodian of
the door.

Yet for his resolute defence his master loved him all the
more.

So doggedly they struggled there the castle echoed with
the sound;

The rumble even could be heard as far as Niblung’s palace
ground.

At last the porter was subdued, and bound by his resistless
hand ;

The news thereof was spread abroad throughout the Nibe-
lungenland.
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The din of this terrific strife across the mountain had been
heard

By Alberich, a savage dwarf, a hardy man who nothing
feared.

He soon was in his armor clad, and hurried off to where
he found

The bold adventurous unknown just as the giant he had
bound.

Now Alberich was very brave, and had abundant strength
in store;

A helmet and a coat of mail he on his stunted body
wore ;

Meanwhile a heavy golden whip he carried in his crooked
hand

And ran like rushing wind to where he found the hardy
Siegfried stand.

Seven heavy metal knobs suspended on the scourge there
were,

And he with these, upon his left, the shield that hardy
Siegfried bare

With so much force and vigor smote that very near he
shivered it.

Again the view of speedy death before the hero’s eyes
did flit.

His buckler, totally destroyed, out of his hands he threw
away,
And hastily within its sheath his trusty sword did he

convey,
As he his sturdy chamberlain had not the least desire to
kill

His peo'ple’s lives he tried to save, his faithful duty to
fulfil.
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With nothing in his powerful hands, on Alberic he swiftly
ran,

And resolutely grasped the beard of that archaic, hoary
man,

Whom he so violently shook that loud he bellowed with
the pain.

The youthful hero’s punishment did every nerve in Albric
strain.

Now lustily the dwarf cried out: Take not away from me
my life.

If to another I myself had not already made the
fief

And fai’thfully unto him sworn his servant evermore to

Sincereiy would I you obey till I my final hour should

see.

Then Alberic he also bound, as he the giant had be-
fore; .

And he from Siegfried’s mighty strength had sore afflic-
tion to endure.

The dwarf began to question him: What is the name that
thou dost own?

And he replied: I Siegfried am; I thought I should by
thee be known.

That news is grateful to my ears, said Alberic in glad
surprise;

By your heroic, furious deeds, I now can fully recog-
nize

That you do verily deserve the lord of all this land to
be

What ;'ou may order I will do, if only you will set me
free.
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Then Siegfried hastily remarked: Make off as if upon the

wind
And bring’ me of my warriors the boldest fencers thou canst

A thous;.nd of the Nibelungs I here desire at once to
see.

No wish have I to take thy life, thou nothing hast to fear
from me.

From Alberic and Hercules he cut the ribbons which them
bound ;

And like a dart the pigmy flew to where the warriors he
found.

He anxiously awakened them, who in King Niblung’s
service were,

And said: Arise, ye heroes all, and off at once to Siegfried
fare.

They quickly from their couches sprang, and soon in prep-
aration he
A thousand nimble warriors in armor could before him

see.

To Siegfried instantly he led the gallant and intrepid
band ;

He gracious salutation gave, and greeted many with his
hand.

They h:ghted tapers not a fciw, and claret offered him to

For go:::g in such willing haste, he heartily them all did

And t:‘:ir(;k’he every one desired with him across the sea

For :'ohich he found, among them all, not one unwillingness
to show.
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Full thirty thousand warriors had come his summons to
obey ;

A thousand of the best of whom selected he with him to
stay.

Their helmets and full harnesses were in a moment brought
to hand,

As requisite for them to take within the fair Brunhilda’s
land.

Ye noble knights, to them he said, a word of warning in
your ear:

Apparel of the richest kind to that far court you all must
wear,

For we shall have to go before many a fine and lovely
dame.

Such garments with you therefore take as fittingly adorn
the frame.

Some fool may possibly incline to give the lie to this and
say:

How could so many warriors themselves togethér thus dis-
play?

Where could they provisions find, or where obtain so much
attire?

Though thirty countries he controlled he never could
enough acquire.

But I have you distinctly told that Siegfried was im-
mensely rich.

The Nibelungen hoard was his, the kingdom, too; from all
of which

It came about that he could give, with lavish hand, to
every knight,

Without reducing his supply, take from the treasure what
he might.
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Quite early on the following morn their noted journey was
begun,

So entegr;:ising were the men whom Siegfried to his cause
had won.

Fine horses with them they conveyed, and good apparel
had at hand;

In proud array they started off, and soon drew near Brun-
hilda’s land.

Behind the many windows stood maids and women fair to
see.

Then asked her Majesty the queen: Knows any one who
they may be,

That ﬂymg there before the wind upon the sea their pres-
ence show?

Magnificent the sails they spread, of purer white they are
than snow.

Then said the monarch of the Rhine: These men are some
who me obey,

And, when I made the journey here, remained behind, not
far away ;

I lately sent for them to come, and now, my lady, they
are here.

This multitude of stately guests was welcomed with the
best of cheer.

Then Siegfried plainly was perceived standing in the ves-
sel’s prow,

Attired in height of princely style, with other fighting
men enow.

The queen now pleasantly remarked: Will you, lord king,
me deign to tell,

If T these guests shall welcome here, or such intent thhm
me quell?
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I wish, said he, that you would go before your palace them
to meet,

And thus make evident to them that you desire them well
to greet.

The royal maid herself demeaned precisely as the king
advised ;

And, having singled Siegfried out, with special greeting
him surprised.

Good lodging was for them procured; their arms removed
with careful hand.

By this time had so many guests made their appearance
in the land

That everywhere about the place in crowds they every mo-
ment thronged.

Their homeward journey to begin much the brave Bur-
gundians longed.

Just now the maiden queen remarked: I ever in esteem
should hold

The man who could, with even hand, dispense my silver
and my gold,

In which I lavishly abound, among these guests who us
invade. .

Then Geiselher’s heroic man, Sir Dankwart, her this an-
swer made:

Most gracious and exalted queen, to hold its key give me
the right,

And I will so distribute it, said the bold and gallant
knight,

That, if I any shame shall earn, it I alone may have to
bear.

That he beneficent would be to all was made entirely
clear.
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When Hagen’s brother to himself appropriated had the
key

The rich,est. gifts unlimited he gave to all whom he could

see.
Should any one a mark desire, to him so many did he

give
That all the poor within the land in joy could ever after
live.

Pounds sterling by the hundred he, without account, dis-

tributed ;

And many, in superb attire, from that great hall with
pleasure sped,

Who never in their lives before had such luxurious gar-
ments worn.

At last the queen about it heard, and was at once with
anguish torn.

She spoke about it to the king: I very much should like
to know

Why nothing now is left to me of all the raiment I could
show,

By your unthrifty chamberlain, who also dissipates my
Id

Whoever will his zeal abridge shall I forever worthy
hold.

Such costly gifts he throws away, the knight must cer-
tainly believe

That I have here invited death; but somewhat longer shall
I live,

And competent myself I am my patrimony to ex-
haust.

No queen, indeed, had ever had a chamberlain at such a
cost.
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At this Von Tronya Hagen said: My lady, be it known to
you

That my good master from the Rhine, of gold and fine
apparel, too,

Hath such a store to give away that he hath not the
slightest need

To have away from here removed the smallest part of
Brunhild’s meed.

Nay, nay, the queen to him replied, if you for me have
any love, '

Let me a score of travelling chests when we depart from
here remove,

Filled up with gold and silken stuffs, that empty may not
be my hand,

With naught to give when we arrive at home in our Bur-
gundian land.

The chests were laden to their lids with every kind of
Pprecious stone.

And some of her own people must be present when the
work was done;

For she would not the task entrust to Geiselher’s unthrifty
man.

Gunther and Hagen both thereat in merriment to laugh
began. ’

Again the royal maiden asked: To whom shall I entrust
my lands,

That must, ere we departure take, be settled under both
our hands?

To this the noble king replied: Call hither to your swift
relief

Whomsoever you may choose, that he may be appointed
chief.
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Of her most confidential friends the damsel one beside her
saw,

Her uncle on her mother’s side, to whom she then began
to say:

Let me surrender unto you my various castles and my
land,

Until his chosen officers King Gunther here may please to
send.

Among her faithful followers she chose two thousand war-
riors fine,

To sail across the sea with her when starting off toward
the Rhine,

Together with the thousand knights from out the Nibel-
ungenland.

When they were properly equipped, they rode away toward
the strand.

She also carried with her hence six and eighty noble
dames;

As well as full a hundred maids, all candidates for beauty’s
claims.

No longer did they stay behind, but soon were on the
waters deep.

Of those who then at home were left how many now began
to weep!

With graceful marks of courtesy the maiden left her
native land,

And kisses to her next of kin, who near her to the last
did stand. ’

With kind, affectionate farewells, within the ship they left
the shore.

Her father’s dear ancestral land beheld that maiden never-
more.
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Upon the voyage oft were heard enchanting strains of
melody ;

And almost every kind of sport enjoyed they all upon
the sea.

A favoring wind they also had to waft them to their jour-
ney’s end.

When they began to leave the land from many an eye
did tears descend.

No sign of love toward the king would she upon the pas-
sage give;

Diversion such as this must wait till they at home together
live

Within the citadel at Worms, when they a hightide would
enjoy;

To which themselves, with their esquires, they soon could
happily convoy.
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HOW SIEGFRIED WAS SENT TO WORMS

N they about nine days had thus been following
their ocean way,
Von Tronya Hagen thus remarked: Now, hearken well to
what I say.
Long ago some word should we have sent to Worms upon
the Rhine;
Already should our messengers in Burgundy at ease re-
cline.

King Gunther answered him in turn: All that you say is
very true;

And, verily, we no one have so ably qualified gs
you,

Friend Hagen, this to undertake. In readiness then soon
be found;

Our voyage and vicissitudes can no one better there ex-
pound.

You ought to know, respected lord, that I as envoy am
not good;

Let me continue chamberlam, and keep my place upon the
flood.

The women’s wardrobes let me guard with my accustomed
vigilance,
Till them to Burgundy we bring over this ocean’s vast
expanse.
141
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Far rather should you Siegfried ask your royal message
to convey ;

This duty he would well perform with ardor and pro-
priety.

If he this favor you refuse, then you, in your most kindly
way,

For your beloved sister’s sake can him to make the journey
pray.

At once he for that hero sent, who came as soon as he was
found ;

To him he said: We near the land to which we all of
us are bound;

To my dear sister it behooves me now a messenger to
send ;

My mother also should be told that we upon the Rhine
descend.

I therefore you, Lord Siegfried, ask this enterprise to
undertake;

For which I ever shall you thank; thus the royal swords-
man spake.

But Siegfried this declined to do, the sensitive, intrepid
man,

Till him the grave, illustrious king to fervently implore
began.

I warmly beg of you, he said, to humor me in my de-

sire,

For my beloved sister’s sake, whom you so ardently ad-
mire.

The charming maiden will with me her gratitude unite
to show.

When this arrived at Siegfried’s ears he speedily resolved
- to go.
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Demand you may whate’er you will, and I will gladly
undertake

To satisfy your utmost wish, for that enchanting maiden’s

e.

To her whom in my heart I bear how can I anything
refuse?

On her account will I perform whatever you to ask may
choose.

Then go and to my mother say, Dame Uta, the illustrious
queen

That I up’on the voyage home have ever in good spirits
been.

That we our object have attained let both my brothers
surely know;

And also to our other friends the facts about the journey
show.

As soon as you my sister see, be sure you all to her re-
veal ;

With Brunhild at my side I hope ever her to serve with
zeal.

To my retainers make it known, and all acknowledging
my sway,

That what I most at heart desired I have obtained in every

way.

I wish you also to direct my dearest nephew, Orte-

wein,

To have commodious seats arranged along the borders of
the Rhine.

And lastly to my men and f'ncnds assuredly let it be
told,

That with Brunhilda I intend a wedding-festival to
hold.
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My sister you will please request, when she is made to
understand

That I, with my illustrious guests, have set our feet within
my land,

She will with courtesy receive my dear and well-beloved
bride.

Thus shall I ever ready be for service at Kriemhilda’s
side.

Of Brunhild then, the noble queen, and her attendants,
every one,

Without ado to take his leave hastened Siegfried, Sig-
mund’s son,

As seemly and decorous was. Then off he started for the
Rhine;

And none could ever his affairs to better messenger con-
sign.

With four and twenty warriors his way to Worms he fast
did wing,

And speedily became it known that he had come without
the king.

At this the swordsmen, every one, in eminent distress were
found,

Fearing that their sovereign his death had met on foreign

ground.

They hastened, soon as they arrived, to boldly from their
horses spring;

Then came at once Lord Geiselher, the youthful and in-
trepid king,

And his good brother, Prince Gernot, whose bitterness of
heart was keen,

When they their brother Gunther found was not with Sieg-
fried to be seen.
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Lord Siegfried, I you welcome bid, let not your tidings
be delayed;

The king, my brother, why hath he with you not his
appearance made?

Brunhilda’s overwhelming strength may him have taken
from our side;

Thus would his ambitious love to us much misery be-
tide.

You may banish all your cares; to you, and all your friends
as well,

By me hath my companion sent his greetings with much
news to tell.

I left him in the best of health; to you he me hath deigned
to send,

That I might, as his messenger, bring news of him into
your land.

Now let me your assistance have in making matters so

agree,

That I may Uta, your great queen, and your beloved
sister see;

For I at once would let them hear the tidings that I have
to tell

Of Gunther and Brunhilda, too, with both of whom doth
all go well.

Then spake the youthful Geiselher: At once to them you
may proceed,

Since you my sister have inspired w1th ardent love by noble
deed.

For her beloved brother’s sake she suffers great anxi-
ety.

The maid will gladly you receive, I can you that well
guarantee.
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The noble Siegfried thus replied: If I to her of use

can be,

A faithful and devoted slave will she forever find in
me.

To both the noble ladies, now, who my arrival will de-
clare?

Then Geiselher said gracefully that he himself the word
would bear.

Straightway the youthful Geiselher unto his mother quickly

And v:zn:;is sister as to her he thus allowed his feelings

To u:el?:t:h Siegfried now arrived, the hero of the Nether-

My l])tggggr Gunther hath him sent upon the Rhine with
his commands.

He tidings hither brings to us of how the king’s affairs
proceed ;

To him permission therefore grant to court without delay
to speed;

Upon the news you may rely that he imports from Isen-
land.

In tribulation and distress the noble women still re-
mained.

For fresh apparel now they sprang, and speedily were
clad therein;

And Siegfried then invited was to court his passage to
begin.

This cheerfully he set about, for he was anxious them to
see.

The noble Kriemhild said to him, with utmost affabil-
ity:
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Sir Siegfried, thou most welcome art, thou unexampled
warrior ;

Where doth my brother Gunther stay, the noble king of
signal power?

Afraid was I that Brunhild’s strength had him forever
from us torn.

Oh, woe to me, unhappy girl, that I should ever have been
born!

Then said the bold and gallant knight: Bestow on me the
envoy’s meed.

You two enchanting women both lament without the slight-
est necd.

I left him healthy and robust, so much to you can now
be shown;

To both of you have I been sent to make this information
known.

With deep affection’s tenderness, my noble and illustrious
queen,

He proffers you his services, and joining him his bride is
seen.

Now wipe your every tear away, for speedily will they
be here. .

For many a dilatory day no news had they received so
dear.

With kerchief white as driven snow, away-from her be-
witching eyes

The maiden wiped her falling tears. Then, in accents all
might prize,

She thanked the envoy who such news to her so zealously
had brought,

Which made her tribulation seem, compared with present
Jjoy, as naught.
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She bade the messenger sit down, and he thereto was noth-

ing loth.

Then said the lovely, smiling maid: It would a pleasure be,
forsooth,

To give you, if I so could dare, as compensation, of my
gold ; . ’

But you by far too wealthy are; as guerdon you my
thanks must hold.

If I should thirty lands, he said, within my sole dominion

have,

Yet I a gift from thy fair hand should always gratefully
receive.

To this replied the virtuous maid: If that be so, it shall
be done.

At once the recompense to fetch, she bade her chamberlain
be gone.

Four and twenty golden clasps, richly set with precious
stones,

She gave to him as his reward; but, such the soul that
him enthrones,

Not one of them would he retain; he had them all appor-
tioned round

Among the fair attendant maids, whom in the room with her
he found.

Her mother also proffered him her services with gracious-
ness.

I ought you further to inform, said he, at end of this
recess,

Concerning what the king desires on his arrival at the
Rhine.

If that, my lady, you will do, in love to you will he in-
cline.
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His Majesty sincerely hopes that you his celebrated
guests

Will deign to graciously receive. He also earnestly re-
quests

That you will ride outside of Worms to welcome them upon
the shore.

Your acquiescence in his wish with confidence doth he im-
plore.

All this most gladly shall I do, replied the tender-hearted
maid ;

Wherein I him can pleasure give, his every wish shall be
obeyed.

With sympathetic faithfulness shall his desires all be ful-
filled.

Her color took a deeper hue from joy within her heart
instilled.

Never better in this world was princely messenger re-
ceived.

If she had dared him to embrace, she gladly would, it is
believed.

Far othemse, though warmly yet, did they adieu at part-
ing say;

And then those good Burgundians to do his bidding sought
the way.

Sindold and Sir Hunold, too, with Rumold, that intrepid
knight,

No respite to themselves allowed, but labored with unspar-
ing might,

Till seats enough erected were in front of Worms upon
the strand;

And them the stewards of the king assistance rendering
were found.
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And Garie, too, with Ortewein, no longer stayed their
eager hands,

But messengers at once sent off to friends in many other
lands

The nuptial banquet to announce, that soon would therein
be in sway;

For which did many a favored maid herself in gorgeous
clothes array.

All finely decorated were the palace and the outer
wall

For welcoming these visitors. King Gunther’s large and
splendid hall

Refurnished was in regal style for many a foreign noble-
man.

And then this famous festival with joyful compliments
began.

All over, riding, could be seen, by every road within the
land,

The intimates of these three kings, who summoned were
on every hand

To give a greeting to the guests who to the festival should
press.

From its abode was taken then many a rich and costly
dress.

Intelligence was soon received that Queen Brunhilda’s ret-
inue

Already drawing near was seen. At this the crowds in
number grew

To one vast overwhelming mass of those who lived in Bur-
gundy.

And then what warriors were there on every side for one
to see!
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The lovely Kriemhild now remarked: All those of you, my
maidens dear,

Who to the meeting of these knights have any wish with
me to fare,

Seek out the very finest clothes that are secluded in your
chests,

That praise and honor unto us may be awarded by our
guests.

The warriors now began to come, and those attending them
were told

Their finest saddles to bring out, heavy with the purest
gold;

For now the women should proceed out of Worms toward
the Rhine.

Elsewhere it would be hard to find equestrian furnishings
so fine.

How blinding on these ambling nags the lustre of the shin-
ing gold!

From jewels, too, upon their reins, could one the radiance
behold. .

Footstools, also, tricked with gold, and made of precious
tapestry,

Were for the women introduced; and they enjoyed the
revelry.

The horses for the womenfolk all ready in the courtyard
stood

As you w:zre previously told, full of strength and hardi-
hood. -

And narrow ribbons on their chests these animals were seen
to wear,

Made of the very finest silk that we have heard of any-
where.



152 THE NIBELUNGENLIED

Six and eighty noble dames advanced in order scrupu-
lous,

With hair in ornamented bands. Unto Kriemhilda, at the
house,

The beauties salutation gave, with rich attire on them dis-
played;

And also came, in gems bedecked, many a young and lovely
maid.

Of these were four and fifty found, belonging all to Bur-
gundy,

Who beauty had of such a type as very seldom one can
see.

With flaxen tresses they appeared, imprisoned by irradi-
ant lace;

Whatever Gunther had desired was done with energy and
grace.

Of excellent and costly stuffs, the very best that could
be found,

Wore every one before the guests attire for gorgeousness
renowned, )

Which with their countenances fair most admirably did
accord.

Who could disapprobation feel, a sorry humor must have
stored.

Ermine robes in goodly count, as well as sable could be
found ;

And many an arm as well as hand to satisfaction was
adorned

With rings and other jewels rare, upon the silk these maid-
ens wore.

The details of this goodly show could no one now in full
restore.
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Girdles of artistic make, both costly and extremely
long,

Encompassing their shining robes, within the women’s
hands were swung

Over their gowns ferrandine, made of stuff from
Araby ;

Such as in the whole wide world better could one never
see.

Many a maiden, too, was seen, with jewelled corset tightly
laced,

To bring to a more graceful size her fascinating little
waist.

They would be sorry had their faces their apparel not
outshone.

So beautiful a retinue hath now no woman on a
throne.

When all these fair attendant maids had donned their
beautiful attire,

Which they should wear at this event, there came upon
them, with a stare,

The mettlesome young warriors, trooping in in brilliant
bands,

Bearing bucklers on their arms, and ashen spears within
their hands.
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CONCERNING THE MARRIAGE OF GUNTHER AND BRUNHILD

PON the river’s yonder side could now be seen along
the shore

The king and his illustrious guests, as nearer to the strand
they bore.

And many a maiden, too, was seen, with palfrey by the
bridle led. .

Now those who had them to receive at once to give them
welcome sped.

As now upon the ships approached the multitude from
Isenland,

Together with the Nibelungs, who constituted Siegfried’s
band,

They hurried on toward the shore, with busy hand and
armor’s clank,

Where they the kinsmen of the king discovered on the
farther bank.

Now lend your ear, while I the news convey to you about
the queen,

The glorious Uta, noble dame; how with her damsels she
was seen

Conducting a selected group and riding with them to the
strand,

Where to each other were made known full many a maid
and warrior grand.

154
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The Margrave Garie took the rein and led the fair Kriem-
hilda’s horse,
Until before the castle gate; then Siegfried, in her fur-
ther course,
Would tenderly upon her wait, so beautiful she was and
fair:,
And this by her, in after days, was recompensed with
: Jjealous care.

The chivalrous Sir Ortewein Queen Uta’s bridle had in
hand ; s

And so rode many a hardy knight, at some fair woman’s
soft command.

At court reception such as this, I freely am compelled
to own,

So many of the gentle sex themselves together ne’er had
shown.

Assaults of arms in serried ranks, by heroes of sublime re-
nown,

Were entered on upon the spot, as could but ill be left
undone,

To gratify Kriemhilda’s eyes until she at the ships ar-
rived:

Assistance from her saddle then by many a woman was
received.

The king already was ashore, with each attending foreign
knight ;

And then before the women there what broken lances met
the sight!

Upon the shields was clearly heard the resonance of shock
on shock.

Aha, how loud the bosses rang, so many to the sport did
flock!
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As at the harbor entrance stood the women in a lovely
band,

Did Gunther with his visitors the ship relinquish for the
land.

Himself with Queen Brunhilda came, and held her hand
in happiness;

In splendor one another vied scintillant stone and glow-
ing dress.

With courtly affability did Lady Kriemhild forward

go

The Lady Brunhild to receive, and those within her ret-
inue.

Their alabaster hands were seen their coronets to put
away,

As each the other gave a kiss her warm affection to dis-

play.

The fair Kriemhilda then observed, in tender sentences
and bland:

Most welcome will you be to us in this my noble brother’s
land,

To me and my dear mother both, and all who us allegiance
owe,

Friends and liegemen all alike. Then to the other each
bowed low.

With necks encircled by their arms did each the other oft
embrace ;

A greeting so enriched with love had never anywhere had
place,

As these two women heartily, Dame Uta and her daughter
both,

Now gave to Gunther’s promised bride, and they kissed
often her sweet mouth.
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When Queen Brunhilda’s women all descended had upon
the strand,

By valorous young warriors were then led forward by the
hand,

With friendly tokens of respect, maids in numbers fair
to see;

And there, with all these noble ones, Brunhilda stood in
company.

Ere all the greetings over were did long delicious mo-
ments slip,

While kisses hearty were bestowed on many a youthful,
rosy lip.

They long by one another stood, this pair of queens, in
loving wise;

And many a peerless warrior rejoiced on them to feast
his eyes.

While they with eyes enraptured gazed, as others often
had before,

Such amplitude of loveliness they thought to witness never-
more

As that of these two lovely dames; which would mdeed not
be a lie,

For in their beauty nought was seen of blemish or hypoc-
risy.

Who that for woman’s graceful form high estimation could
provide,

Extolled, with ardor infinite, the beauty of King Gunther’s
bride;

But those who better understood, and looked below the
surface, said:

Before Brunhilda must the prize for beauty be to Kriem-
hild paid.
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To one another now advanced stately dame and maid as
well,

And many a woman could be seen who did in every grace
excel.

Canopies of silken stuff and regal tents their places
found

Before the citadel of Worms; they seemed to cover all the
ground.

The king’s companions forward pressed the lovely women
to behold.

Then Brunhild and Kriemhilda both, and all their women
manifold,

Were bidden go beneath the tents, within the cooling
shade to stand;

To which accompanied they were by many a swordsman of
the land.

Already had the various guests their seats upon the horses
found ;

From lances breaking on the shields at once uprose a
mighty sound.

The plain began to fill with dust, as if o’er all the land
were blown

A conflagration’s heavy smoke. The heroes soon themselves
made known.

Upon the actions of these knights did many a maiden keep
her eyes;

And Siegfried, with his warriors, on horses decked in lordly
guise,

Rode often proudly to and fro before the front of many
a tent.

The hero led the thousand men that him the Nibelungs had

sent.
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Just now Von Tronya Hagen came; and, as was coun-
selled by the king,

With gracious air the swordsmen bade the tilting to an
end to bring,

That by so great a cloud of dust the women might not
be disturbed.

Without a murmur all the guests at once enthusiasm
curbed.

Then said the noble Lord Gernot: Now let the horses
stand at rest,

Until it cooler has become; for then can we the maidens
best

Escort, if they will us permit, unto the portal of the
hall. .

If then the king would farther ride, be you prepared to
do his will.

The passages at arms had ceased wherever lances had been
bent ;

And in the briefest space of time betook themselves, in
many a tent,

The warriors to the maidens there, expecting pleasure thus
to gain; )

And therein spent delightful hours until they did the road
regain.

Upon the sombre eve’s approach, when sinking sun ob-
scured the day,

And cooler it began to grow, no longer there did they
delay,

But dame and knight together went toward the monarch’s
citadel ;

And how the eyes of those gallants the damsels wooed,
I will not tell.
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By energetic, prompt esquires, the horses forcibly were
spurred

Ahead of these intrepid knights, as was the custom, I have
heard,

Until before the palace gates the noble king his ride did
end.

The women then were waited on, and from their horses
helped descend.

At this conjuncture, too, the queens in concord parted
company.

Dame Uta and Kriemhilda went each her own respective
way,

Attended by her retinue, toward the house wherein she
lived ;

And everywhere about was heard the sound of revelry
contrived.

In order were the seats disposed; for now the monarch
would attend

The banquet given to his guests; and by his side was seen
to stand

The fair Brunhilda, his new queen, who had the right to
wear the crown

In this her noble husband’s land. Already had she mighty

grown.,

Luxurious seats were thus arranged, and also tables
weighted down

With eatables of every kind, as we have had to us made
known.

Whatever any might desire could there without default
be seen;

And seated was there with the king a multitude of lordly
men.
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The high imperial chamberlains, in massive basins made
of gold, .

Presented water to the guests. With wasted breath should
we be told,

By whomsoever it were said, that better service e’er ob-
tained

At any prince’s wedding-feast; our faith would be un-

duly strained.

Before the master of the Rhine the proffered water had
received,

To Gunther Siegfried forward stepped, entirely of all
shame relieved,

And him reminded of the oath that he had sworn upon
his hand,

Before Brunhilda he had seen across the sea at Isen-
land.

And this is what to him he said: You swore to me upon
your hand,

That if the Queen Brunhilda came back with us to this
your land,

Your sister you would give to me. Where is now your
plighted word?

You know that in this enterprise no pains by me were
ever spared.

Then answered him the mighty king: With reason make
you this demand.

I will not break the solemn oath that I affirmed by mouth
and hand.

I you will help, as best I can, your cherished project to
pursue. : o

Kriemhilda thereupon was told herself before the king to
show.
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Attended by her pretty maids, before the hall Kriemhilda
came.

Descending with a spring the stairs did Geiselher the
youth exclaim:

Now bid these gentle maidens all hence upon their way
to turn;

Alone, my sister. to the king within the hall must now
adjourn.

Kriemhilda forward then was led to where the monarch
took his stand,

Surrounded by exalted knights from many another prince’s
land.

Now all were bidden silence keep throughout the hall’s
majestic space.

At the same time did Brunhild go, and at the table take
her place.

She not the slightest notion had of what was floating in the
air;

Then said the noble Dankrat’s son to all his men assembled
there:

Assist me that my sister here Sir Siegfried for her hus-
band take.

With one emphatic voice they said: A better choice she
could not make.

To her King Gunther blandly said: My sister, with affec-
tion stirred,

In thy beneficence of heart rclease me from my plighted
word.

I’ve sworn thee to a warrior; and, if thou him for hus-
band take, ’

Thou wilt, in all fidelity, my solemn vow effective
make.
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Dear brother, said the noble maid, to do what now I hear
you say

No urgent pressing do I need; your will I joyfully
obey. _

If you of me have so disposed, then let it now be done
as said.

Him to whom thou me didst give, with satisfaction shall
I wed.

With love and his excessive joy did Siegfried turn a rosy

To Kr:i(z;'nhild earnestly the knight his overtures of service

As tl:lel;dl;' one another stood a friendly circle round them

And,ctrl?ll:: ;surrounded, she was asked if she the hero would
accept.

Shy, as maids are apt to be, she somewhat disconcerted
seemed ;

So kind, however, Siegfried was amid his happiness un-
dreamed,

That impotent was she to scorn the offer of his princely
hand ;

But promised as her spouse to take the hero of the Nether-
land.

As he‘was thus to her betrothed, and she affianced unto

A fo}r:.lc'ln ’aﬂ'ectionate embrace, without a moment’s loss of

By ;;:lgef,'ried’s agit;ted arms was ready for the lovely

And ::ll%g ;upon her lips a kiss in presence of them all he
aid. ’
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The retinue thereon dispersed. As soon as this had taken
Place,

Were Siegfried and Kriemhilda found within their seats
the king to face,

In honor, side by side, to be served by men of dlg-
nity.

The Nlbelungen knights were seen the neighboring seats
to occupy.

The monarch so at table sat that Brunhild should beside
him be.

Now Kriemhild opposite she saw (and she no worse a sight
could see)

Sitting at her Siegfried’s side. At this she so was moved to
sob

That drifts of heated tears began her cheeks of brilliancy
to rob.

Then said the monarch of the land: What aileth thee,
beloved wife,

That so permittest thou thine eyes to be despoiled of light
and life?

Thou hast good reason to rejoice; surrendered to thy will
have been

My land and all its fortresses, together with their valiant
men.

Far better cause have I to weep, replied the maiden, sad

and sore;

It is for thy dear sister’s sake that I a heavy heart en-
dure.

I yonder her, in humble seat, beside thy base dependant
see;

Indeed, I must forever grieve that she should so degraded
be.
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King Gunther thus to. her replied: At present silence I
demand ;

And I will, at some other time, thee let completely under-
stand

Wherefore my sister Kriemhild hath bestowed upon Sir
Siegfried been. )

May she, with that intrepid knight, much happiness forever
glean.

I ever shall lament, she said, her birth and beauty in-
finite.

If only I knew where to go I willingly would take my
fligzht;

Nor thee by any means permit ever at my side to

e
Until I know why Kriemhild fair as Siegfried’s bride I
here espy.

King Gunther then again replied: To thee I will it all
make known. )
Himself possesseth forts, as I, and lands of vast extent,

his own.

Entirely mayst thou rest assured that he a monarch is
of power,

For this I give to him as wife that lovely maid without a
peer.

For all the king might say to her her gloominess she still
retained ;

Then hurriedly the table left full many a swordsman
sorely pained.

The tournament so rough became that in the castle rang
the sound ;

But to the host amid his guests the time most wearisome
was found.
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Much should I prefer, he thought, with my dear bride alone
to be.

And from this sentiment he could his joyful heart no
longer free,

That he, from her entrancing love, should revel in extreme
delight.

With ardor he began to look on Dame Brunhild with
eagér eyes.

The guests of their chivalric sports were bidden now an end
to make,

Because the monarch and his bride were anxious now some
rest to take.

Upon the staircase of the hall together came they face

to face,

Kriemhilda and Brunhilda both, which in all friendliness
took place.

Their retinues behind them came without an instant of
delay;

The elevated chamberlains brought lanterns in to show
the way.

The warriors then went apart who in the princes’ service
were,

And many swordsmen then were seen Sir Siegfried com-
pany to bear.

The noble heroes came to wHere the night intended they to
pass;

And each was full of happiness at thinking how, with
sweet caress,

His consort he should overcome; which put them in a
Jjoyful mood.

With Siegfried, during this sweet time, went all exactly
as he would.
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As Siegfried, that intrepid knight, beside the fair Kriem-
hilda lay,

And to the dear, enchanting maid did delicate attentions

a

With his most honorable love, was she to him as his own
life.

Not for a thousand other loves would he have given up
his wife.

I now will tell you nothing more of how he entertained

the maid ;

But listen to some further news of what attention Gunther
paid

To Brunhild, his athletic spouse. That celebrated cav-
alier

An easier time could well have had with many another
woman there.

Their people every one had left, as well the women as
the men;

And soon the door was shut, to form from curiosity a
screen.

He hoped, as they together were, that now she would be
wholly his.

A long time it however was before she granted him that
bliss. ’

In robe of whitest linen made she placed herself within
the bed ;

The noble king reflected then: Now that for which my
heart has bled,

Through all these dilatory days, is wholly and entirely
mine.

And him, indeed, ought well to please the beauty of that
form divine.
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The light that shone within the room he carefully from her
concealed ;

Then went he up toward the bed wherein his bride was
now revealed,

And close beside her laid him down. With joy the hero’s
bosom swelled,

As that entrancing, lovely form at last within his arms
he held.

Caresses of the tenderest would he upon her have be-
stowed,

If she herself in any way had willing to receive them
showed ;

But she with scorn resisted him and he was troubled much
thereat.

He love was thinking to enjoy but met instead a fiendish
hate.

Most noble knight, to him she said, all this I’ll thank you
to omit.

What you at present have in mind will I on no account
permit.

I still a virgin will remain, majestic king, now mark you
that,

Till I about that marriage learn. Then Gunther her be-
gan to hate.

To struggle with her he began, and badly he her garment

tore;

The furious, insulted lass then seized a girdle that she
wore,

Constructed of the strongest lace that ever round her waist
was caught;

Wherewith she to her gracious lord the greatest tribulation
brought. )
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His naked feet, as well as hands, together she securely .
strung;

Then dragged him off toward the wall, where him upon
a nail she hung.

As he disturbed her in her sleep his love she utterly for-
bade;

While he, from her enormous strength, was very nearly
left for dead.

e .

Then earnestly began to plead the one who master should
have been:
Be good enough to ease these bonds, my celebrated wife

and queen.

I undertake, most lovely dame, you never further to con-
strain;

And verily hereafter will from lying near to you re-
frain.

She questioned not how he might fare if she could quietly
repose.

Suspended had he to remain till daybreak caused the night
to close,

Until the morning’s dawning light within the window shed
its gleam.

If ever he much strength possessed he little now to have
did seem.

Lord Gunther, tell me if you please, how doth it to your
Jjoy redound

That you, the noble maiden said, hanging thus should there
be found

By your devoted chamberlains, in bondage by a woman’s
hand?

To this the noble knight replied: Far worse thereafter you
would stand ;
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And also, I confess, to me but little credit would it

bring.

By all the virtues you possess loosen this infernal
string ;

And since my honest love for you so fearfully abhor-
rent is,

I promise that my hand again shall never even touch your
dress.

Then loosened she the monarch’s bonds that he not any
longer hung.

Again upon the nuptial bed beside his bride himself he
flung;

But still he lay so far away that he thereafter with her
dress

Not often into contact came, for even that gave her dis-
tress.

Their retinue by this time came, with fresh attire, select
and grand,

Of which there was, this wedding-morn, a good supply
for them on hand.

However pleased the others were depressed enough was
in his mood

The noble sovereign of the land, although beneath a crown
he stood.

As forms of etiquette decreed, by ancient custom of the
land,

Did Gunther longer not delay, but with Brunhilda took
his stand

Beneath the minster’s sacred roof; and there a nuptial
mass was sung.

Thither also Siegfried came, and countless crowds about
them hung.
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By regal honor, as required, prepared there was for each
to don, ’

As they of right could well demand, a crown and full ca-
parison.

Their consecration then took place, after which, with hand
in hand,

Beneath the royal crowns were seen together all the four
to stand.

By imposition of the sword, a full six hundred knights were
made , .

In honor of these fairy queens, as in veracity is
said.

The utmost joy thereat arose throughout the whole Bur-
gundian land; '

And snapping javelins were heard in warrior’s chivalric
hand.

Sitting in the balconies the lovely maidens scanned the
field,

And down below them saw the gleam of many a scintillat-
ing shield.

The king, however, gloomily apart from all his courtiers

Whatever other men might do observed was he in pensive
mood.

He and Siegfried quite unlike in character and temper
were;

Of what the matter was with him the noble swordsman
was aware.

Then went he up toward the king, and him to question
thus began:

How prospered it with thee last night? Explain to me
as man to man.
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The host responded to his guest: Degrading shame and
foul disgrace

From my wife’s fury have I been, in my own house, com-
pelled to face. ’

Affectionate I tried to be when I by her was quickly
bound,

And soon suspended to a nail upon the wall myself I
found.

Thereon in agony I hung throughout the night until the
day;
And while she had me hanging there upon the bed she

softly lay.

All this in friendship thou, of course, between us two wilt
let remain.

The noble Siegfried then replied: This gives me truly
cruel pain.

But I will thee a method show by which thou canst thine
anger slake.

I so will act that she to-night so near to thee her place
must take

That she no longer can withhold from thee the love that
is thy due.

The monarch listened joyfully, and off his sorrow quickly
flew.

Examine now my swollen hands and see how they have
been defiled ;

She crushed them with a mighty force as if I were a little
child;

The blood, which ran all over me, gushed out from every
finger-nail.

Without a question I supposed that life within me soon
would fail.
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The mighty Siegfried then replied: Everything will yet
be right;

Dissimilar indeed our lots when with our brides we lay
last night.

Thy charming sister is to me far dearer than my very
life;

And now my Lady Brunhild must before to-morrow be
thy wife.

To-night will I, without a doubt, be within thy chamber
led,

So thoroughly invisible, within my good tarnkappe
hi

That no one ever shall suspect the artifice that I shall
play.

Give orders to thy chamberlains within their own abodes
to stay.

Thy every light will I put out, and when thou findest this
is done,

The indication let it be by which I wish to make it
known

That I have come within the room. Then will I compel
thy wife :

Thy love’s caresses to receive, or at her hands will lose
my life.

If thou wilt not affection show, the king replied, with
halting seized, .

To my beloved virgin bride, with all the rest I well am
Ppleased.

Whatever thou mayst do to her, if even thou shouldst take
her life,

I could it patiently endure, for she hath proved an awful

e.
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I pledge, said Siegfried in reply, my honor and my sacred
word,

That I in love will touch her not; by me thy sister is
preferred

To any woman I have known ever on this earth to
tread.

The king implicitly believed everything that Siegfried
said.

Meanwhile in games of chivalry was joy received, and also
pain;

But now was bidden every one from tournament and noise
abstain.

Whereas the women would again their steps toward the
hall retrace -
The chamberlains the crowd enjoined itself not in the

way to place.

By horses and by people both vacated was the castle
yard,

And each of these two lovely dames was by a holy bishop
]ed’

As they, before the noble kings, to table would again
repair; ’

And many a gallant warrior each one escorted to her
chair. '

Beside his young, attractive wife the king in joyful long-
ing sat;

He contemplated Siegfried’s pledge and meditated naught
but that.

To him it seemed as if the day was certainly full thirty
long.

Toward Brunhilda and her love his heart was drawn with
impulse strong.
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He hardly could himself contain until the meal had found
an end.

Brunhilda to her chamber then did many chamberlains
attend ; :

And with Kriemhilda was the same, for they would now
retire to sleep,

And many valiant warriors about the two their places
keep.

Sir Siegfried of the Netherlands looked very handsome
as he sat

Beside his fair and lovely bride in pleasure unalloyed with
hate.

She lovingly caressed his hands with hers so delicate and
white,

Till suddenly before her eyes, she knew not how, he passed
from sight.

Since he had faded thus away, as they with one another
played,

To her attendants standing near the queen in trepidation
said:

I wonder what has taken place. Wherever can the king
have gone?

Or who can possibly his hand have out of mine just now
withdrawn?

And there she let the matter drop. He hastened till he
had his stand

Where he the waiting chamberlains found with burning
lights in hand.

He these extinguished, unperceived, as if the boys did out
them blow.

That Siegfried had at last arrived was Gunther thereby
made.to know.
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Aware was he what this implied, so ordered he to leave
the room

The maidens and the women all. When everybody thus
had gone,

That noble-minded king himself quickly locked the chamber
door

With two substantial iron bolts, by which he made it quite

secure.

Behind the curtains of the bed the light he carefully
concealed.

An entertainment soon began which bounden was to be
revealed,

Between a man of mighty strength and this delectable
young maid.

Whereat the king, as well might be, while gratified was
also sad.

Now Siegfried laid him softly down beside the maiden on
the bed.

Sir Gunther, let this stop at once, whatever you desire,
she said,

Unless to-night you wish to be reduced to suffer as be-
fore.

It yet may happen once again that pain you from my
hands endure.

Whatever she might do or say he uttered not a single
word.

The king, although he saw him not, yet all her conversa-
tion heard,

And thereby knew that secretly was very little taking
place. ,

Not very much upon that bed did they enjoy of calm
and peace.
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He ever made the damsel think that it was Gunther lying
there,

And with his sturdy arms embraced that woman born
without a peer.

She threw him out from off the bed upon a bench that
stood near by,

So forcibly that on the stool his head resounded in re-

Ply-

But up again with agile strength sprang the bold, un-

daunted man,
That he again might better try. His next endeavor he
began
By trying her to overpower, but here again he came to
ief.

That such defence again will be from maiden seen is past
belief.

As he would her not let alone the damsel quickly sprang
upright:

It is not seemly on your part to treat my linen with such

ite.

Uncizﬁ and ill-bred you are; your just desert you can’t
evade.

I now will bring it home to you. Thus said to him the
lovely maid.

Her forcible and shapely arms she locked around the hardy
knight,

And him endeavored then to bind, as with the king the
former night,

That she within her bed might rest with some degree of
quietude.

The tearing of her snowy robe would she avenge with
promptitude.
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But what availed him all his strength or stratagems of
magic art?

She let the swordsman fully know that she could well sus-
tain her part.

Supporting him with mighty strength, and letting him
her powers test,

She bore him down beside the bed, and pressed him hard
against a chest.

Ala.s,.the sturdy hero thought, is it decreed that I my

Shallh;;iild into a maiden’s hand? If this be so, then every

In alrtt;fé ages yet to come, toward her husband will dis-

A m(E: {)utrageous attitude than ever yct she dared be-
ay.

The monarch everything had heard and trembled greatly
for the man;

And Siegfried, out of very shame, to get incensed with
rage began.

With vigor irresistible Brunhilda’s onslaught he op-
posed ;

And, full of deep anxiety, his every power against her
used.

However she might hold him down, his overwhelming
wrath and strength

So in his favor worked that he was able to arisc at
length,

In spite of all that she might do. His apprehension still
was great,

As, up and down within the room, they fought together in
their hate.
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King Gunther also suffered much, from deep perplexity
and care,

For many times he had to flee, for his own safety, here
and there.

They struggled so the wonder is that out of such a lusty
strife

A single one of all the three should ever issue with his
life.

King Gunther was solicitous; because of each he held his
breath;

Intensest yet was his concern lest Siegfried be exposed
to death;

For she that swordsman, certainly, had very near deprived
of life.

He gladly would, if he had dared, have aided him against
his wife.

Long time it was between the two before that conflict
great was laid,

Until again upon the bed at last he forced the vanquished
maid.

However much she might resist yet weak at length was
her defence.

On Gunther crowded many thoughts in his unbearable sus-

pense.

The king it found exceeding long till Siegfried silenced
her at length.

So forcibly she pinched his hands, with her unprecedented
strength,

That blood effused from every nail, whereby he into gricf
was thrown.

But, after all, did he compel the noble maiden to dis-
own
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The violent, impetuous will that hitherto she had dis-
played.

The monarch understood it all; but, hearing all, he noth-
ing said.

He pressed her down upon the bed so forcibly that loud
she cried.

The strength of Siegfried’s mighty arm most wickedly
did hurt the bride.

She made a grasp upon her hip, where she her useful
girdle wore,

Expecting him therewith to bind; but he so hard upon
her bore

That all her limbs began to crack, indeed the bones in
all her frame.

The struggle then came to an end and she King Gunther’s
wife became.

My noble king, she cried aloud, pray do not me deprive
of life;

Whatever I have done to thee I now will be thy duteous
wife;

No more will I thy love resist, but freely yield myself
to thee,

For thou decisively hast shown thou canst a woman’s mas-
ter be.

The warrior Siegfried then arose and left the maiden lying
there,

And did as if he would remove the garments he just then
did wear;

And from her finger he purloined a little treasured golden
ring

Without her having taken heed, in her distress, of any-
thing.
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He also from her took away the girdle hanging at her
side ;

I know not what induced him thus, unless it were excessive
pride.

These things he handed to his wife, for which he later
dearly paid.

Then lay together, side by side, the monarch and the lovely
maid.

With kindness to her he behaved, as fitting was in this
display.

Her chastity and anger both she yielded to his loving
sway.

His ardent manner of approach made her a little pale at
length,

And, as the consequent of love, departed her enormous

strength.

Henceforward no superior powers to other women she
possessed.

With all a wooer’s tenderness her lovely body he ca-
ressed.

If she should try him to resist what could she ever gain
therefrom?

King Gunther her completely had, with his affection, over-
come.

How tenderly that warrior beside the charming damsel
lay,

In demonstrations of true love, till late into the light of
day!

The lordly Siegfried had meanwhile long removed himself
from there;

And Fe. was also well received by his good wife, serene and
air.
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The questions he well turned aside that she to put before
him sought,

And long from her secreted he the trinkets he with him
had brought;

Until at last, within their home, the precious gem to her
he gave

Which him, and many a warrior, untimely sent within his

grave.

Next morning did the royal host reveal a much more lively

Thann:)o:(ti.he days but lately past. Then became the spirits

Throgog(l)li’ut his territory vast, of many a great and noble

To tz::e invited to the court the best of services was
one.

For fourteen happy days endured the merrymaking at
the court;

Nor ever was the sound allayed, for any time, however
short,

Of recreation of all kinds that one could think of or
devise.

And riches vast the king dispensed upon these court fes-
tivities.

The kinsmen of the noble host, as by their master they were
told

To do him honor, gave away a store of rich attire and
gold,

And silver, too, with noble steeds, to many a gallant for-

" eign man.

Now those who gladly took his gifts most gladly to de-

part began.
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The bold and hardy Siegfried, too, the king of ail the
Netherlands, ‘

With his ten hundred warriors — all the garments in their
hands

That they had to the Rhine conveyed, away they every-
thing did give,

The saddles and the horses, too; they knew in lordly style
to live.

Before these rich and costly gifts they could entirely all
bestow

The time was found extremely long by those who wanted
home to go.

Ere this were servants never seen released in any better
plight.

So ended this great wedding-feast, from which departed
many a knight.
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HOW SIEGFRIED RETURNED HOME WITH HIS WIFE

HEN over was this festival and homeward all the
guests had gone,

To those who formed his retinue, observed King Siegmund’s
noble son:

We also will ourselves prepare toward our land again to
go-.

His consort much elated was when she this resolution
knew.

Thereon the princes went to him, and thus accosted him
all three:

We wish you, Siegfried, to assure that ever at your call
will be

Our service in all faithfulness till we within our graves
be laid.

He made obeisance to these lords when they to him this
offer made.

We also will with you divide, obscrved the youthful Geisel-
her,

The many castles and the land of which the ownership we
share,

And all that in our vast domains submissive to our sway
endures.

You with Kriemhilda shall receive the utmost portion that
is yours.

184
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Then to the brothers of his wife the only son of Siegmund
said,

As their devoted interest to eye and ear were thus dis-
played: ,

God grant that your inheritance a blessing be to you for
life .

And als:) all the folk therein. It well may be that my
dear wife

Will abdicate the share thereof that you to her would gladly
give.

Where she the diadem will wear, if long enough we both
shall live,

She must far wealthier become than any other on the
earth.

What otherwise you may command your slave I am in all
I’'m worth.

Then Kriemhild interrupted him: Although my land you
set at naught,

Belittle shall you not the men who well for Burgundy
have fought,

For these might any sovereign conduct with pleasure to
his land ;

Thereof will I allotment have at my illustrious brother’s
hand.

Now King Gernot put in a word: Take all away thou
wouldest have;

A number here thou’lt surely find who us for thee will
gladly leave.

Of thirty times one hundred men, a thousand take along
with thee

As thy domestic retinue. Kriemhilda now much wished to
see
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Von Tronya Hagen brought to her, and also brave Sir
Ortewein,

To know if they and their allies would her attend upon
the Rhine.

But Hagen, when he heard of this, into a violent temper
flew,

And said: King Gunther cannot us upon one soul on earth
endue.

Others are there at his court that you upon your way can
take.

You fully know our Tronyan ways, to which we no excep-
tion make; ’

With our three noble sovereigns we purpose henceforth to
remain,

Whose servants hitherto we’ve been, whose favor we would
still retain.

There they let the matter rest, and measures took from

there to flee.

As her especial following, took Kriemhild in her com-
pany.

Two and thirty lovely maids and half a thousand hardy
men,

With whom the Margrave Eckewart travelled in Kriem-
hilda’s train.

The visitors now took their leave, squire and most ex-
alted knight,

Enchanting maid and stately dame, according to estab-
lished right.

With kisses intermixed with tears the bonds of home at
last were cleft; ¢

With satisfaction every one King Gunther’s land behind
him left.
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Escorted by their many friends a distance were they on
their way;

And anywhere upon the.road that they at night desired
to stay,

In all the country of the kings were lodgings for them
ready found.

Swift messengers were also sent with promptitude to King
Siegmund,

The information to convey to him and Mistress Siege-
lind, :

Their son they very soon would see home again with Uta’s
child,

Kriemhilda, loveliest of maids, from far-off Worms upon
the Rhine.

No news could be by them received more gratifying and
benign.

Oh, glad am I, King Siegmund said, that I the happy day
shall see,

When beautiful Kriemhilda here with crown upon her
head shall be:

An increase great in value that to my inheritance will
bring.

Dear Siegfried, my beloved son, himself shall be the coun-
try’s king. '

Queen Siegelind the envoys gave red velvet garments
richly made,

With gold and silver furthermore, by which their services
she paid. '

Delighted was she at the news conveyed to her of Sieg-
fried’s plan;

In haste the women of her court their raiment to prepare
began.
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Informed she was of all who would with Siegfried come
into her land;

Then ordered she commodious seats to be constructed out
of hand

Whenever he before his friends should undertake the regal
sway.

The vassals of King Siegmund then went forth to meet
them on the way.

Who better ever were received to me are utterly un-
known,

Than were the heroes who had come as visitors to Sieg-
mund’s throne.

His mother Siegelind rode forth Kriemhilda on her way
to meet,

With numbers of her lovely dames, as well as many a hardy

knight.

A day were they upon the road ere they upon the guests
set eyes.

To friends and strangers all alike did great annoyances
arise;

Till luckily they came at last up to a fort for size re-
nowned,

That Xanten designated was, in which they afterward
were crowned.

With happy heart and smiling lips did Siegelind and Sieg-
mund kiss

Again and many times again, Queen Uta’s daughter, in
their bliss,

And Siegfried, too, the warrior. Of sorrow now were they
relieved ;

And all of their grand retinue were joyfully and well
receivec



ELEVENTH ADVENTURE 189

Conducted were the visitors directly to King Siegmund’s
hall;
The beautiful young damsels then were aided, as was nat-

ural,

From off their horses to descend; and many a bold, heroic
man

Those lovely women now to serve with assiduity be-
gan.

How rich soe’er the wedding-feast upon the Rhine itself
had shown,

Yet given to the heroes here were costlier gifts of dress
alone,

Than anything, in all their lives, they ever had a chance
to wear.

Of their exceeding store of wealth could we great wonders
well declare.

‘Thus in honor sat they all, and had enough with much
to spare.

What richly gold-embroidered clothes their many follow-
ers did wear!

Most costly gems and laces fine woven in the cloth were
seen.

Thus zealously did Siegelind well entertain the lovely
queen.

Then standing up before his friends, King Siegmund now
began to say:

To all my kin and many friends I gravely here announce
to-day

That Siegfried, my beloved son, henceforward here the
crown shall wear. ’

This proclamation gratefully those of the Netherlands did
hear.
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To him committed he the crown, with jurisdiction in the
land

Of which he now was lord and king. When judgment
came into his hand,

Or he acquitted or condemned, with so much fairness was
it done, ‘
That all sustained a wholesome fear of Siegelinda’s worthy

son.

In honor and respect he lived, so much can certainly be
said,

And exercised his kingly rule until a half-score years had
fled,

When to the good and lovely queen was born a noble son
and heir,

By which the monarch’s many friends saw fulfilled their
wishes fair.

The infant soon they had baptized, and gave the little
one the name

Of Gunther, for his uncle’s sake, which never could to him
bring shame.

In similar mould should he be cast he would become a
hardy knight;

With vigilance was he brought up, wherein they acted as
was right.

At just about the selfsame time Queen Siegelinda passed

. away.

Then took the noble Uta’s child upon herself supremest
sway,

As well became within the land so powerful and rich a
queen.

For her whom death had taken off was universal mourning
seen.
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Yonder also on the Rhine, as current information
showed,

Upon the mighty Gunther was an infant son and heir

W
By the beautiful Brunhild, within their home in Bur-
gundy
Who desxgnated Siegfried was their high regard to sig-
nify.

What pains and ever jealous care were to his education
brought!

By Gunther, master of the court, was bidden all to him be
taught

That he could possibly require. Should he grow up to
man’s estate, '

Alas, how soon, through his own kin, unhappiness would
be his fate!

Now at all times was heard report of what continually was

of h:::i’in style magnificent, the hardy swordsmen undis-

At allln:h:geasons of the year, spent the time in Slegmund’

And lsa;)mll(mg Gunther also lived with boon compamons at
command.

As all the Nibelungenland was under Siegfried’s regal
sway,

Not any of his relatives could treasures vast as he dis-
play.

He, too, had Schilbung’s warriors, and all the property
of both;

Accordingly the more was filled with arrogance that Kardy
youth.
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The treasure was of greater worth than any hero yet had
won,

And he who first its owner was was governed by this dar-

) ing man:

Now it before a mountain base had he by force secured

in strife,

Wherein was many a hardy knight by his right arm de-
prived of life.

High honors to the full he had, and could he but the half

display

Must everybody be constrained of this most noble knight
to say,

That he the worthiest hero was that ever sat upon a
horse.

Afraid of him was every one for reasons of the utmost
force.



TWELFTH ADVENTURE

HOW GUNTHER INVITED SIEGFRIED TO A FESTIVAL

SINGLE day did not go by but Queen Brunhilda
had in mind:
My noble Lady Kriemhild I extremely high and mighty
find ;

Sir Siegfried now her husband is, who, though a vassal
of our king,

Since many days have passed away doth very meagre
service bring.

This carried she within her heart, but not a word did she
express.

That strangers to her they remained gave her unlimited
distress.

Why tribute money was not paid by those within that
prmce s land,

How it was that this arose she much would like to under-
stand.

From Gunther she essayed to learn if it would truly be
in vain

For her to think, as time went by, that Kriemhild she
might see again.

Confided she alone to him with what her thoughts were
occupied.

The king, however, was not pleased with these reﬂectlona
of his bride.

193
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By what means, asked the mighty king, do you imagine we .

could bring

Her hither to this land again? Impossible is such a
thing.

Too far away from us they dwell; to ask her here I should
not dare.

To him this answer Brunhild gave, with haughty and
imperious air:

However powerful and rich the vassal of a king may
be,

Whatever may his lord command, in that he always must
obey.

A smile crept over Gunther’s face at this expression of
the queen.

But little he of duty thought when Siegfried by his side
had been.

My dearest lord, she further said, by all the love that I
you bear,

Assist me now to bring about that Siegfried and your
sister dear

Anew to this your land may come, and we them both may
see again.

From nothing else upon the earth could greater pleasure
I obtain.

Your sister’s noble qualities, her loftiness of heart and

Whe:ln ]lrf“'lt’lpon these 'meditate, what profit and delight I

Howﬁv!;'(ei .together used to sit when I agreed to be your

Thatwglee! the gallant Siegfried chose will honor her to
end of life.
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So long did she the king implore that finally to her he
said:

Aware you are that I no guests would sooner ask my land
to tread.

You need not further me entreat; my messengers I will
assign,

And invitations send to both to visit us upon the
Rhine.

Thereat the queen to him replied: To me be good enough
to say

When you these envoys will despatch, or let me know upon
what day

Our charming friends I may expect to make their advent
in our land;

And tell me also, in advance, who those may be whom you
will send.

Indeed I will, replied the king; I thirty men will have now
sought,

And sent at once across to them. These were all before him
brought, v

The intimation to receive that he would send to Siegfried’s
land.

Brunhilda then on them bestowed much apparel rich and
grand.

The king these men instructed thus: Ye warriors from
me shall say,

And nothing secret shall you keep of all that you entrust
I may,

To Siegfried, mighty warrior, and that exalted sister
mine,

That not to any on the earth more strongly doth my heart
incline,
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And heartily invite them both to come to us upon the
Rhine;

Then we in gratitude to them shall everlastingly com-
bine.

Before the sun again shall turn, I trust that he and all
his men

Will be with us; and every one to do them honor will be
seen.

To Siegmund, also, in my name, convey our homage and
esteem,

And say that I and all my friends attached shall ever be
to him.

My sister be you sure to beg that she for nothing will
omit

To come again among her friends; no feast could her
so well befit.

Brunhilda and Queen Uta both, and all the women to be
found,

Their services commended then to noble Siegfried’s dis-
tant land, ,

To all the amiable dames, and many a knight serene and
gay.

According to the royal will the envoys soon were on their
way.

All ready for the road they stood; the needful horses and
attire

Before them were together led; then from the land did
they retire.

They hastened them unto the goal at their protracted jour-
ney’s end.

The monarch with these messengers a goodly company
did send.
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Within the land they all arrived before a dozen days were

spent;

And at the Nibelungen fort, whither they had all been
sent,

On the Norwegian boundary they found the bold, in-
trepid knight.

Horses and people all were tired, as well from such a jaunt
they might.

Siegfried and Kriemhilda both were soon apprised, at this
abode

That warr’iors had there arrived who wore attire of such
& mode

As with the good Burgundians it was the custom to dis-
play

They quickly from the bed arose whereon reposing then
they lay.

And one of her fair maids she bade toward a window now

Whototh%c:’ the valiant Garie saw standing in the yard

As wl:llo;’ those associates who thither with him had been

Thi::::;i gave comfort to a heart so long with tribula-
tion rent.

She to her husband then exclaimed: Look out and see
them down below,

Who with the sturdy Garie are within our courtyard stand-
ing now,

And whom my brother Gunther sends hither to us from
the Rhine.

Then the mighty Siegfried said: They all shall have a
welcome fine.
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Their retinue all quickly ran to where the visitors were
seen,

And each, upon his own account, spake words of kindli-
ness serene,

The very best within his power, to those good messengers
of peace.

Their gathering within his land King Siegmund greatly
did rejoice.

For Garie lodgings were prepared, and all who in his
service wrought,

And care was given to their steeds. The messengers were
early brought

Within the ca.stle to the place where Siegfried and Kriem-
hilda sat;

These envoys glad were they to see.and surely gave no
sign of hate.

A}

The royal master and his wife at once arose that they
might stand

To Garie properly receive from out the great Bur-
gundian land,

With all his fellow travellers, who Gunther’s vassalage
sustain ;

The margrave Garie then was bid on foot not longer to
remain.

Our message let us you present before we think of sitting

down ;

Us travel-wearied visitors allow to stand till we have
shown

You what the royal message 1s, that unto you by us is
sent

By Gunther and Brunhilda both, whose health remaineth
excellent ;
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And what your mother Uta hath commanded by us to be
brought,

As well as Geiselher, and, too, your other brother, Lord
Gernot,

And all who dearest are to you; by whom is sent this
honored band,

To proffer you their services, from out the great Bur-
gundian land.

May God, said Siegfried, them reward; full perfectly am
I aware

Of all their loving sentiments, fidelity, and friendly
care;

Their sister also shares my thoughts. I hope you further
will us tell ) »

If our profoundly valued friends are in their situation
well.

Since we took our departure thence, hath any to them
evil done,

My wife’s devoted brothers three? Let that to me be
fully known.

I always in fidelity would help their honor to sus-
tain,

And all their enemies compel of my assistance to
complain.

Then said, in his august reply, the noble Garie, faithful
knight :

Good qualities they exercise, with joyfulness and spirits
bright.

They ask you to the Rhine to come to join in courtly
festival ;

With pleasure keen they you will see, as you without a doubt
must feel.
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My lady also they invite with you thereat her grace to
lend

So soon ;s winter in our land hath come to its accustomed
end ;

Before the height of summer sun they would with great
delight you see.

To this the mighty Siegfried said: Hard would that to

compass be.

The noble Garie further urged, the hero from Burgundian
land:

Your mother Uta, noble dame, hath deigned us also to
command,

With Lords Gernot and Geiselher, to hope that you will
not refuse.

Of placing you so far away they daily do the fates
accuse. '

Brunhilda, my respected queen, as well as each attendant
lass,

Will greatly at the news rejoice, if ever it can come to
pass

That they may see you once again; high will rise their
spirits thence.

The fair Kriemhilda realized delight from this in-
telligence.

To her Lord Garie was of kin, so him the host desired to
rest,

Nor longer did he then delay to order wine for every
guest.

King Siegmund now appearance made, and when he saw
the messengers

He uttered many friendly words to those Burgundian
foreigners.
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Welcome are you warriors, who mighty Gunther’s vassals
are.

Since Siegfried, my beloved son, hath Kriemhild, the
maiden fair,

Selected for his lovely wife, we ought more often you to
see

In this our land; between us then eternal brotherhood
would be.

They answered that, if so he wished, they willingly would
come again;

The pleasure now by them received put an end to all
their pain.

The messengers were bidden sit, and food was then to
them conveyed,

Of which the noble Siegfried had enough before his guests
displayed.

For fully nine completed days must they within that land
remain ;

On which account at length began these agile warriors
to complain,

Lest they should never thence depart to find again their
native land. ‘

King Siegfried to his counsellors to come to him did send
command,

To give to him their best advice about his going to the
Rhine.

King Gunther, and his brethren too, the brothers of your
noble queen,

Have sent for me and my good wife, a festival with them
to share.

I willingly to him should go were not his land from ours
so far.
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They also have Kriemhilda asked with me unto their court
to go.

Admonish us, devoted friends, how can we manage that
to do?

Should I an army have to lead across full thirty sov-
ereigns’ lands,

Instantly to them should aid forthcoming be at Siegfried’s
hands?

His warriors gave him this reply: If you are in the mood
to go

To this august festivity, we will advise you what to
do:

You ought a thousand men, at least, to lead as escort to
the Rhine,

That so, with these Burgundians, the glory of our land
may shine.

King Siegmund of the Netherlands now interrupted with
a word:

If you this feast would patronize, why have I nothing
of it heard?

The journey with you I will make, if you thereover are
content ;

A hundred swordsmen I will lead so much your escort
to augment.

And will you, then, loved father mine, bestow on us your
company?

Said the hardy Siegfried then; a pleasure that will be
to me.

Our land behind me I will leave when shall a dozen days
expire.

To all who on them should attend were given horses and
attire. :
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As now the king declded had himself at this great feast
to show,

The agile messengers again permitted homeward were
to go. )

For all the brothers of his wife a message to the Rhine
he sent,

That he with utmost cheerfulness would join them in their
merriment.

Sir Siegfried and Kriemhilda both, so we have often heard
it said,

Such presents to the envoys gave, that all the horses with
them led

Could not convey them to their home. He truly was a
wealthy man.

Their sumpter-horses sent they on and joyfully their trip
began.

Siegmund and Siegfried, too, alike gave to their people
garments prime;

And Eckewart, the margrave bold, without a moment’s loss
of time,

Had raiment for the women sought, the most expensive
to be found,

Or possibly to be procured on any part of Siegfried’s
ground.

The saddles all as well as shields were ready got in goodly
show;

To knights and women all alike who bidden were with
them to go, '

Was given everything they wished, that out of nothing
should they run.

With him conducted to his friends were numbers of exalted
men.
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The messengers turned quickly back and hastened off
with all their might;

Then came to the Burgundians Lord Garie, the exalted
knight, '

And royally was he received. To get them down they all
contrived

From ambling horse and prancing steed as they at Gun-
ther’s hall arrived.

Both old and young together flocked, at such events a
usual sight,

And asked about the latest news. To them replied the
noble knight:

When I have told it to the king it also will by you be
known.

He went with his companions in and was to Gunther
quickly shown.

From his excessive joy the king sprang with vigor from
his chair.

That they so early had returned Brunhilda, lovely queen
and fair,

Her hearty thanks now did not spare. Then to the mes-
sengers he said:

With Siegfried how do matters go, from whom affection
I have had?

The hardy Garie then replied: From happiness became he
red,

Your sister too as well as he. More joyful news was
never sped

By worthy and respected friends to any man on earth
before,

As I to Siegfried, at your will, and his illustrious father,
bore.
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Then to the worthy margrave said the noble monarch’s
lovely dame:

Inform us if Kriemhilda comes. Doth until now her grace-
ful frame

That celebrated charm retain, which envy would in all
excite?

'They both, he said, intend to come, and also many a famous
knight.

Queen Uta, too, the messengers without delay had to her
brought ;

And by the way she questioned them the information
that she sought

Was very easily divined. Was Kriemhild well in her
new home?

The answer was that very soon she back upon the Rhine
would come.

Nor did there long remain concealed the costly presents
manifold

That Siegfried had on them bestowed, the rich apparel
and the gold.

To all the vassals of the kings was everything minutely
shown,

And for his generosity were honors great upon him
thrown.

Then Hagen jealously remarked: He well unsparingly
may give;

His riches all he could not spend should even he forever
live.

The treasure of the Nibelungs is carried in that monarch’s
hand.

Would that it might some day come here to this our own
Burgundian land!
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Greatly indeed the knights rejoiced in expectation at

the court

That they would come so speedily. Engaged in place of
every sort,

From early morn to sun’s decline, the vassals of the king
were seen.

Erected most luxurious seats before the citadel had
been.

Hunold, celebrated knight, and Sindold, swordsman good
and bold,

Had very little time to spare. The offices the two did
hold

The steward and cupbearer were, and they built stands
in rising banks;

Also was helpful Ortewein, for which King Gunther gave
him thanks.

Then as to Rumold, kitchen chief, how he their duties
made discharge

All those who practised under him, with many a seething
cauldron large,

With baking and with boiling pan! And, oh, what things

" therein were found!

For all were ample seats prepared who coming were upon
that ground.

The labors of the women, too, were not the least that e’er
were known.

Their new apparel they prepared, whereon they many a
Precious stone,

Whose rays bedazzled far and wide, embroidered in among
the gold;

And when these dresses they put on was joyful many a
warrior bold.
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HOW THEY JOURNEYED TO THE FESTIVAL

F these and their anxieties, at present we our leave
will take; .
And of the Queen Kriemhilda now and her enchanting
maidens speak;
Of how they travelled to the Rhine from out the Nibelung-
enland.
Ere this no horses ever bore so much attire or half so

grand.

Full many a massive travelling-chest upon the road did
they transmit.

Among his friends Sir Siegfried rode, a gallant swords-
man every whit,

With Queen Kriemhilda at his side, and joyous hearts
along they bore.

Yet was there soon for every one consummate bitterness
in store.

Behind at home they lét remain their much beloved infant

son

In cha.rée of his devoted nurse; no otherwise could it be
done.

The holiday that they had planned, for him a vast afflic-
tion bore,

And neither of his parents saw that child adored forever-
more.
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The good King Siegmund also went away with them out
of his land ;

Could he have had a glimmering of what, in time so near
at hand,

Would issue from this festival, he of a truth would not
have gone;

For greater injury to him in all the world could not be
done.

Their coming to announce betimes were emissaries forward

sent.

To meet them on the road advanced, in lordly style and
sentiment,

A company of Uta’s friends and Gunther’s swordsmen
of renown.

The host commanded greetings warm to these beloved
guests be shown.

Toward Brunhilda went he then where he the lady sitting
found.

As did my sister you receive, when you set foot upon this
ground,

So it is now my earnest wish that you do-Siegfried’s wife
receive.

That gladly shall I do, she said, to her most lovingly I
cleave.

At this remarked the mighty king: To-morrow morning
they arrive,

So not a moment must you lose, if you intend them to
receive,

And if you do not them desire us in our castle to sur-

rise;

Not gften unto us approach such highly valued friends

as these.
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She bade her women all, and maids, without the slightest
waste of time,

Apparel suitable to seek, the very best that they could
find

For tho.s,e within her retinue, before the noble guests to
wear.

Right willingly she did it too, that truthfully can I
declare.

Also hasted them to meet King Gunther’s men in goodly
show ;
His roll entire of warriors he ordered out with him to

go.

There also went the noble queen in haughty and majestic
state.

And they the welcome visitors entreated well, with joy
elate.

What lofty honors they bestowed on those who now had
hither flown! )

Even more, to them it seemed, than had the Queen Kriem-
hilda shown

To Brunhild, when she her received into the land of Bur-

gundy;
And every one who it observed was filled with Joyous

sympathy.

Siegfried now had just arrived, with all his mighty

retinue;

The noble heroes then were seen, turning quickly to and
fro,

Everywhere upon the plain, in vast unnumbered multi-
tude.

From rising dust and press of folk could nobody himself
seclude.
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Soon as the monarch of the land Siegfried there before him
spied,

And also Siegemund, the king, he forward came and kindly
said :

My hearty welcome pray accept, you and all these friends
of mine;

We all shall in high spirits be at this good enterprise of
thine.

May God reward you, Siegmund said, the faithful and ex-
* alted man;

Since Siegfried, my beloved son, your friendship to secure
began,

With all my heart have I desired to look for once upon
your face.

In answer to him Gunther said: I’'m glad it so hath come
to pass.

The noble Siegfried was received, as only rightly could
be done,

With many marks of high esteem, for he was loved by every
one.

In this with gallantry took part the lords Gernot and
Geiselher. :

Such entertainment cherished guests quite possibly did
never share.

On one another could the queens gaze with satisfaction
there.

The saddles quickly emptied now, and many a stately
lady fair

By valorous, heroic hands was lifted down upon the
grass.

Who anxious woman is to serve will seldom idle hours
pass.
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To one another then came up the two young matrons in
delight.

Rejoice in exultation loud did many a fine and noble
knight, :

That each the other should receive in so benevolent a
guise.

And many warriors could be seen waiting on fair maidens’
eyes.

The members of the retinues took one another by the
hand,

Men and women curtseying wherever they were found to
stand ;

And kissing one another there could many a maiden fair
be seen.

This with pleasure looked upon both the gallant princes’

men.

No longer there did they delay, but rode away toward
the town.

The noble host his honored guests commanded plainly to
be shown

How great a joy it was to all to see them on Burgundian
ground.

Many a sprightly tournament its place before the damsels
found.

Von Tronya Hagen well in these, and also valiant
Ortewein,

By vigorous displays of skill, in plenitude of strength
did shine.

Whatever either might command, no sooner said than it
was done. _

By them toward the visitors was much of useful service
shown.
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Resounding shields were audible outside the massive castle
door,

As blow and thrust were interchanged. There whiled away
full many an hour

The royal host with all his guests, till every one had
entered in. '

In many a game of chivalry away the merry hours did
spin.

Joyously they now drew up before the gredt reception
hall.

Many a tasteful covering, rich, well-cat and good
withal, .

Upon the saddles of the steeds, whereon the lovely women
rode,

Hanging far below was seen. Soon themselves the servants
showed.

The rooms for them to occupy the visitors were quickly
shown.

And often was Brunhilda seen with scrutinizing glances
thrown

Upon Kriemhilda’s radiant form, which beautiful enough
did look;

The brightness of well-burnished gold her lovely counte-
nance betook.

On every hand could now be heard at Worms entirely
through the town,

Rejoicings of the retinues. King Gunther sent an order
down

To Dankwart, who his marshal was, to see that all was
pleasant made;

And this was done; the visitors to proper lodgings were
conveyed.
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Within as well as out-of-doors was food supplied in ample
store;

Such good attention they received as guests had never had
before.

Whatever any one could wish with hearty will did they
provide;

So rich was this benignant king that nothing was to them

denied.

They in affection well were served, without a sign of any
hate.

The king with his illustrious guests before the festal table
sat.

The noble Siegfried had his seat where he in former days
had done;

To table with the swordsmen went full many an illustrious
one.

Twelve hundred hardy warriors to take their places now
were seen

With him before the social board. Then Brunhild, that
most stately queen,

Began to think no servitor could ever richer be than
he, :

Yet kindly unto him she felt, and hoped he prosperous
might be.

As evening cast its shade around, and thus the noble
monarch sat,

Was many a fine and costly dress with upset wine made
very wet ;

And now cup-bearers of the king about the table made
their way, '

Replenishing untiringly the glasses that should need
betray.
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According to formalities at court festivities ob-
served,

The maids and women all, betimes, to their repose from
table stirred. )
From wheresoever any came the host to him did care

outreach;

In honor and in friendliness was great abundance given
each.

As night was drawing to an end, and dawning rays of
morning shone,

Taken from the travelling-chests was many a costly
Pprecious stone,

Glistening on the rich attire, worked therein by woman’s
hand.

Out of the cases now they sought many dresses rich and

grand.

Ere yet the day had fully come, before the dining-hall
were found

Many knights with their esquires, from whom arose a
mighty sound

Of voices in an early mass, which for the king was being
sung.

For thos% young heroes riding thus the king had thanks
upon his tongue.

Then the sackbuts sounded loud, and much the air did
agitate;

From clarions, as well as flutes, the perturbation was so
great

That from the spacious citadel the echo none in Worms
did spare.

Upon their horses quickly sprang the valiant heroes every-
where.
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Thereon arose within the land of joust and tournament
the sound,

From numbers of bold warriors; and many a one thereat
was found

Whose young and animated heart pulsated high with
sheer delight.

Protected by the shields was seen many a bold and valiant
knight.

Behind the windows of the hall the ceremonious matrons
sat,

And many a fair enchanting maid in gay apparel there
did chat.

Below inspected they the sports of many a bold and
valorous man.

The host among his many friends himself to take a part
began.

Thus expended they the time, which never seemed to them
too long. ,
These now to the cathedral called many a massive bell and

The women’s horses soon arrived and thither they to ride
began.

Behind the two majestic queens followed many a valiant
man.

Before the church alighted they and stood about upon
the grass.

No enmity toward the guests did Queen Brunhilda yet

8s.

Beneath their coronets they went, both, within the spacious
kirk;

But soon their love away had fled by jealousy’s accursed
work,
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After the service had been sung they further their pro-
cession made,

Amid the plaudits of the crowd. Then joyfully their
course they laid

Toward the tables of the king. They did not their en-
joyment stay

At these august festivities till close upon the eleventh
day.

In privacy the queen now mused: Suspense no longer can
I bear;

Whatever may the upshot be, Kriemhilda must to me
declare

Why doth her husband so neglect his tribute unto us to
pay,

Since he our feudatory is. This question I will not
delay.

Thus she kept in view the hour, as her the Evil One
inclined,

When she the great festivity and joyous sports to grief
consigned.

What lay so heavy at her heart speedily must come to
light ;

In consequence were many lands plunged in grief by
sorry spite,
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THE QUARREL OF THE QUEENS

NE day, before the evensong, was heard a thundering
acclaim,
That from the many warriors below within the courtyard
came.
At games of chivalry they played, for merely recreation’s
sake,
And haste to view the merriment did many a man and
woman make.

The eminent and mighty queens together sat the games to
watch,

And thought upon two warriors of whom was each without
a match.

At last the lovely Kriemhild said: For husband such a
man have I,

That well might all this kingdom be subjected to his
sovereignty.

To this the dame Brunhilda said: I see not well how that
could be.

If not another person lived upon this earth than thou and
he,

Then possibly it might arise that he the kingdom should
command ;

But long as Gunther has his life it never thus will come
to hand.
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Kriemhilda then in turn replied: Observe him now as there
he stands; .
How he, in might and majesty, all other swordsmen far

transcends,
As doth the radiance of the moon in glory every star
excel,

On which account within me must a cheerful spirit ever
dwell.

But Brunhild answered yet again: However brave thy
husband be,

However handsome and sincere, yet higher far in his
degree

Doth Gunther stand, the warrior, the noble brother of
thy care,

Who must above all monarchs be, as you most surely are
aware.

Yet still again Kriemhilda spake: Such virtues in my
husband run,

That not without sufficient cause hath he from me such
homage won.

In various and many things with him transcendence doth
inhere.

Believest, Brunhild, what I say? He without doubt is
Gunther’s peer.

It seems, Kriemhilda, in thy wrath that me thou hast
misunderstood ;
My speaking in this way to thee is not without a reason

I heard it by them both affirmed, when they my eyes
did first invade,

And when the king his royal will effected in the games
we played,
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And at the selfsame time my love, in true chivalric fashion,
won ;

Asserted Siegfried then himself, that he as Gunther’s
man was known.

I thus consider him as mine: himself I heard it plainly
state.

To this the fair Kriemhilda said: Unhappy then had been
my fate.

How could my noble brothers all have given their complete
assent,

To have their only sister’s life with one of their de-
pendants spent?

Brunhilda, therefore I will thee in friendly fellowship
request,

Henceforward of thy courtesy to cease with me such idle
Jest.

The noble queen to this replied: Desist I certainly shall
not.

Why should I so many knights absolve from payment of
their scot,

Who, with the swordsman mentioned now, to us a vassal’s
service owe?

The beautiful Kriemhilda now extremely wroth began to

grow.

Thou yet wilt have it to renounce, for in this world, as thou
wilt see,

He never service will thee yield. Of nobler blood, indeed,
is he

Than my good brother Gunther e’en, the warrior whom all
do dread.

Unsay at once the foolish things that unto me thou now
hast said.
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And ever must I feel surprise, if he be thine in
vassalage,

And thou canst now against us twain such ample power
disengage,

Why he so long hath unto thee his tribute-money failed
to pay.

With thine unbridled arrogance would I with reason do
away.

Thyself thou vauntest overmuch, remarked again the noble
Now,q::'::r; all that thou hast said, it manifestly shall be
If h:zzl; unto thee be paid as high as that received by
At lersgth the noble women both were in a rage of high

degree.

Further yet Kriemhilda said: That soon to thee shall
be made known;

Since thou my Siegfried dost presume to claim as vassal
of thine own,

So to the men of both the kings before this evening I
will show

If 1, in front of Gunther’s queen, within the minster dare

to go.

I speedily will let thee know that I both noble am and

And ft';:s:’ my husband higher is than thine can ever hope

I w1lblo :si thus insulted be, as soon distinctly shall be

Ere 181?;1111: approaches thou shalt see how this ignoble serf
of thine
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Than any knight of Burgundy shall have at court more
honor shown.

I claim to be of higher rank than ever yet by one was
known,

The daughter of a regal prince, who yet the crown with
Justice wore.

These queens to one another now the most ferocious anger
bore.

Then Brunhild spake another word: If thou thyself no
vassal rate,

Then wilt thou graciously thyself and all thy women
separate

From my attendant retinue, when we toward the minster

&o-
It verily, Kriemhilda said, is that which I shall surely
do.

Yourselves array ye, maidens mine, Kriemhilda further did
exclaim, -

If you would now your mistress see set free from every trace
of shame;

Then let it on this day be seen that grand apparel you

possess ; ]
She yet shall fully contradict what did her speech just
now express.

To this no urging needed they; they looked up all their
best attire,

And soon in all their finery could one these women all
admire ;

The monarch’s wife proceeded then, with all her brilliant
retinue;

And clad as one might wish to see was beautiful Kriem-
hilda too,
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As well as three and forty maids, who with her travelled
to the Rhine,

And wore those soft Arabian stuffs, than which is nothing
half so fine.

In this way to the minster came the lovely maidens thither
bound,

Where them awaiting at the door King Siegfried’s war-
riors they found.

In wonder were the people all at what could possibly have
been

That these two admirable queens should separated now
be seen,

And not with one another walk as they had always done
before.

This did many a hardy knight in grief and misery de-
plore.

Before the great cathedral stood the wife of Gunther,
noble king;

And many a swordsman brave was found, in pleasant chat-
ter dallying

With the lovely women there, who round about her kept
their post.

The fair Kriemhilda then appeared with her supremely
vested host.

What garments ever had before by child of noble knight
been worn,

Compared with her fine retinue were but as wind in
passing borne.

So fine in her attire was she, that thirty monarchs’ wives,
I ween,

Could no such gorgeousness display as on her garments
rich was seen.
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Whatever any might have wished by no one there could
it be said,

That he such beautiful array had ever seen before dis-
played

As on these lovely maids of hers so finely at that moment
shone.

Brunhilda much she wished to vex or this Kriemhilda had
not done.

Before the great cathedral doors together face to face
they met.

The mistress of the monarch’s house, with savage jealousy
beset,

Commanded Kriemhild haughtily no further on a step to
tread:

Before the consort of the king shall no one go, to vassal
wed.

To this the fair Kriemhilda said, and very angry was her

mood :

If thou wouldst silence now preserve it would appear
extremely good.

Thy body, beautiful and fair, disgraced thou hast for
all thy life;

Can concubine of any man become a noble sovereign’s
wife?

Whom callest thou a concubine? in anger asked the
monarch’s wife.

That do I thee, Kriemhilda said; thy body, with such
graces rife,

My husband Siegfried was the man to whom in love it
first hath gone; .

My brother surely it was not who thee from celibacy
won.
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Wherever had thy senses flown? Deceit indeed there was
in thee.

How gavest thou thyself to him if he thy humble vassal
be?

I hear, Kriemhilda further said, without a reason thee
complain.

In very truth, Brunhilda said, to Gunther I will this
explain.

And what regard have I for that? Thy arrogance hath .
thee deceived.

In conversation me thou hast into thy vassalage re-
ceived.

Thou in fidelity must know that this will ever pain
afford ;

True friendship nevermore can I in future unto thee
accord.

Brunhilda now began to weep. Kriemhilda did not there
delay,

But in before the monarch’s wife within the minster made
her way

With all her lovely retinue. There then arose a deadly
hate,

And many a scintillating eye thereat was much bedimmed
and wet.

Whether God was served in prayer, or praise went above
in song,

Brunhilda in impatience found the time employed to be
too long.

In mind she much excited was, and very gloomy in her
mood ;

For which must ruefully atone many a warrior brave and

good.
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Brunhilda with her women went before the minster to
appear;

She thought, with agitated heart: More from Kriemhilda
must I hear,

Of what so loud she me accused, the terrible and sharp-
tongued shrew !

If he have boasted of this thing he soon to life shall bid
adieu.

And now the noble Kriemhild came, with many a bold in-
trepid man.

Stop thou there where now thou art, Brunhilda then
to her began.

Thou hast me called a concubine; thy evidence now let
us see.

Heartrending, as thou well must know, this accusation
is to me.

The beautiful Kriemhilda said: Wilt thou from passing
hinder me?

As evidence I bring the gold that on my finger you can
see.

To me was that by Siegfried brought after he beside thee
lay.

Before had Brunhild never passed so sorrowful and sad a
day.

That gold I recognize, she said; it stolen was and then

retained ;

For many years, most wickedly, it hidden from me hath
remained.

Discover can I fully now who it abstracted from my
home.

By this time had the women both to height of indignation
come. .
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The lovely Kriemhild spake again: I will not thief be
made appear;

Far better hadst thou silence kept if honor be to thee
8o dear. .

This girdle too is evidence that round about my waist doth
span

That I to thee no lie have told: Siegfried was indeed thy

man.

Made cf silk from Nineveh a cestus she around her
wore,

Beset with many a costly gem whose excellence could all
adore.

When Brunhild got a sight of that she lustily began to
cry.

Of this must Gunther now be told, and all who owe him
fealty.

Then exclaimed the country’s queen: Hither send at once
to me

The mighty monarch of the Rhine, and he shall hear
without delay

How much that sister dear of his my honored name doth
undermine.

Before the people she hath said that I am Siegfried’s
concubine.

The monarch with his warriors came. As soon as he saw
weeping there

Brunhilda, his beloved one, he said to her with kindly
air:

From whom, my venerated wife, have you a grievance to
withstand ?

She thus responded to the king: Dejected I am forced to
stand.
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My honor all Kriemhilda would, that dear, beloved sister
thine,
Before the people rob me of, and therefore I to thee

complain.

Asserted hath she here that I the mistress of her husband
am.

The king to her sincerely said: Then evil hath she done
extreme.

My girdle she presumes to wear, that long ago from me

was torn;
The ring, moreover, that I lost. Would that I had not
been born; ’
Intensely that must I regret. If thou, my lord, do not me
free

From such an ignominious shame I nevermore can honor

thee.

To this the angry Gunther said: Him hither call to an-
swer this.

If he have boasted such a thing he openly will it con-
fess;

If not he then will it deny, that hero of the Nether-
land.

The hardy Siegfried, thereupon, was expeditiously at
hand.

When the swordsman Siegfried saw such melancholy round
him spread,

And could not tell the reason why, he speedily and warmly
said: :

For what do all these women weep? At once let that to
me appear;

And furthermore on what account am I in this way sum-
moned here? .
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King Gunther thus to him replied: My people all are
greatly vexed.

Some news my wife Brunhilda brings, in which thou art
expressly taxed

With having given forth the boast that her affection thou
first won.

Thy wife Kriemhilda so asserts. Hast thou, brave swords-

e  man, likewise done?

Never, Siegfried said at once, and if she such a thing
hath said,

Not any more will I take rest till she the penalty hath
paid,

And I thereof myself have cleared. Before thy whole
majestic host,

With my most solemn oath I say, I never made this idle
boast.

Then said the monarch of the Rhine: So let it now at
once befall;

The oath that you have offered us let now be sworn before
us all;

And then of everything that’s wrong I you will thoroughly
acquit.

He made the proud Burgundians form in a ring as seemed
most fit.

The hardy Siegfried took the oath, as he his lifted hand

did show.

The mighty king at this remarked: I now most absolutely
know

That thou art free from all reproach, and so acknowledge
thee to be.

What Kriemhild hath asserted here emanated not from
thee.
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Then Siegfried furthermore observed: And if to her it
seemeth

Thy beautiful and noble wife to have so troubled in her
mood, :

To me undoubtedly it will a source of pungent sorrow
be.

Thereon at one another glanced these warriors so grand
and free.

Our women nurtured so should be, Siegfried said with
sorrow stung,

That they such miserable talk would never let proceed
from tongue.
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