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PREFACE 

T
he Nikola Tesla Museum is publishing the third book from the legacy of Nikola 
Tesla - his research diary written in Colorado Springs. 

The previous two books conJaln works thaJ had already been published and 
had thus been accessible to the public. 

The most significant of Tesla's works had been selected and published in their inte
grity in the first book (Nikola Tesla: Lectures, Patents, Articles, Beograd, 1956 /in English/) 
while the most Important reviews of Tesla's works and the appreciation of their significance 
for world science are contained in the second book (Tribute to Tesla, Beograd, 1961). 

Tesla's manuscript {written in English), that has up to now remained unpublished 
and unknown to the public, is appearing in this book for the first time. 

Nikola Tesla did not write his diary for the public, but exclusively for his personal 
use. Obviously, he was writing it to have an insight into the course of his research and due 
10 the exceptional extent of the experiments of his research in the isolated laboratory he 
had erected in 1899 on the slopes of the mountain Pikes Peak, he was probably writing it 
with the wish to leave behind some evidence in case of fire or destruction of his laboratory. 
Tesla evidently did not intend to publish this diary and left it among his other notes and writ
ings. It was not until the whole legacy of Nikola Tesla had been systematically examined 
and put in grdef in the Nikola Tesla Museum that the manuscript of this diary wa.r discovered. 

Uke all testimonies of this kind, the diary of Nikola Tesla has the value and fascination 
of a most genuine testimony because it reveals Tesla's ideas in an important period of his 
research. It reveals the extraordinary enthusiasm and fervour of his inexhaustible and stri
kingly exploring imagination. Jn fact , this diary brings to light all that made Tesla different 
from all other researchers: hLr creative .Jpirft which often bewildered~ amazed and infuriated 
many of his contemporaries and even some well-informed scientists, to whom it seemed that 
Tesla's ideas belonged to the sphere of illusion rather than to the acknowledged course of 
science. Tesla thus shared the fate of all exceptionally great and far-sighted explorers. 

In /act, when one carefully studies the entire work of Tesla one can see lhal his prin
dpal aim was very clear: to search for the inexhaustible possibilities of dominating the forces 
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uf nature and subordinating them to human purposes thus increasing immensely the power 
of man and mankind in order lo live more l1umanly. AJI that Tesla had done was ~ubordinated 

to this principal aim. All his experiments in Colorado Springs, dealt with in this.Jiary, had 
also been dedicated to this basic aim. Because of the extraordinary dimensions of his experi
ments, which would be unusual even for present-day experimental work in this field, this 
diary is not only a valuable historical testimony but also an inexhaustible inspiration for 
further research even when some mistakes are spotted. Tesla was so ingenious and devoted 
to his indefatigable search for new knowledge that he could permit his little errors to feed 
oil kinds of small-minded people ll'ho learned how to calculate well but could never learn 
to seek for new ways of knowledge because they didn't have a creative gift. 

Preliminary arrangements to prepare this diary for publication required a lot of time, 
effort and collaborators. The Nikola Tesla Museum thanks them all and especially the author 
of the commentaries, Prof Aleksandar Marintit. 

By publishing this diary the Nikola Tesla Museum wishes to mark the I 10th anni
versary of Tesla's birth, which has been celebrated all over the world, as well as to underline 
the deep devotion which Tesla felt towards this country where he was born. 

Beograd, December 1911 



INTRODUCTION 

Jn 1898 Tesla's creativity in the field of high frequencies was at its peak. From his 
initial ideas in 1890 and his first, pioneering steps, he had worked with such intensity that 
many of the inventions and discoveries which he had given the world by this time have 
remained unsurpassed to this day. Even the loss of his laboratory on Fifth Avenue in 
1895, a severe blow for him, did not hold him back for long. He soon resumed his experi
ments in a new laboratory, on Houston Street, continuing to make new discoveries and 
inventions applying them with unfi.agging energy. 

Tesla's polyphase system esscntialJy solved the problem of generating, transmitting 
and utilization of electrical power. When he started working on high frequencies, he almost 
immediately began to perceive their vast possibilities for wireless transmission of " intel
ligible signals and perhaps power". He worked on the practical development of his first 
ideas of 1891-1893 at such a rate that by 1897 he had already patented a system for 
wireless transmission of power and an apparatus utilizing this system. Shortly before 
this, during the ceremonial opening of the hydroelectric power plant on Niagara, at a time 
when the world was only ju~t coming around to Tesla's polyphase system which for the 
first time in history enabled the transfer of electrical power over distance, he saiJ: "Jn 
fact, progress in this field has given me fresh hope that I shall sec the fulfillmenl of one of 
my fondest dreams; namely, the transmission of power from station to station without 
the employment of any connecting wires."H6> 

Always true to the principle that ideas must be experimentally verified, Tesla set 
abolJt building powerful high-frequency generators ant making experiments in wireless 
power transmission. The Nikola Tesla Museum in Belgrade posesses a Tesla's own slide 
which confirms that the experiment described in the patent "System of transmission of 
electrical energy" (lJl was in fact carried out before the Examiner-in-Chief of the U.S. 
Patent Office. For experimental verification of his method of wireless power transmission 
"by conduction through the intervening natural medium", on the global scale Tesla .needed 
stiU higher voltages and more room (in the Houston Street laboratory he generated vol
tages of 2 to 4 MY using a high-frequency transformer with a coil diameter of 244 cm). 
so towards the end of 1898 he began looking for a site for a new laboratory. Mid- 1899 
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he finally decided on Colorado Springs, a plateau about 2000 m above s~ level, where 
he erected a shed large enough to house a high-frequency transformer with a ooU diameter 
of 15 met.erst 

,.____. _ _,~---•t. ... _i= ~/"'7 

Fig. le. Diagram of an apparatus demonstrating transmission of electric power through rarificd gas 
(Tesla's own slide now ac the Nikola Tesla Museum, Belgrade} 

Tesla's arrival in Colorado Springs was reported in the press. According to the 
Philadelphia "Engineering Mechanics" Tesla arrived on the 18th of May 1899 (according 
to<6B> he left Now York on JJth May 1899), with the intention of carrying out intensive 
research in wireless telegraphy and properties of the upper atmosphere. In his article 
.. The transmission of electric energy without wires" (1904Ul) Tesla writes that he came 
to Colorado Springs with the following goals: 

1. To develop a transmitter of great power. 

2. To perfect means for individualizing and isolating the energy transmitted. 

3. To ascertain the laws of propagation of currents through the earth and the at
mosphere. 

Tesla had some ten years of experience with high frequency AC behind him by the 
time ho moved to Colorado .Springs. In 1889, on his return from Pittsburg where he had 
been working as a consultant to Westinghouse on the development of his polyphase sy
stem, he began work on the construction of an alternator for generating currents at much 
higher frequencie-s than those used in ordinary power distribution. In 1890 he filed ap
plications for two patentsC2l for alternators working at over 10 kHz. One of these patents 
was in conjunction with a method for achieving quiet operation of arc lamps, but this 
was in fact a fust step towards a new application of alternating currents, which soon 
became known as 0 Tesla currents". Tesla's alternators were an important milestone in 
electrical engineering and were the prototypes for alternators which were used some 
quarter-century later for driving high-power radio transmitters, and later on also for 
inductive ht-ating. <24) 

Soon after he bad started his research in bigb frequencies Tesla discovered there 
specific physiologjcal action and suggested the possibility of medical applications. He did 
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a lot of work on the utilization of high frequency AC for electric lighting by means of 
rarefied gas tubes of various shapes and types. During 1891 be publicized his results-in 
jo\lmalsm, patent applicationsUS> and in his famous lecture to the AIEE at Columbia 
College<•>. This lecture, before a gathering of eminent electrical engineers, brought Tesla 
widespread recognition and soon made him world-famous. This success was due io good 
measure to his convincing experiments too, which included a demonstration of rarefied 
gas luminescing in a tube not connected by wires to the source of power. This was the 
first experiment demonstrating wireless power transmission, and marked the birth' of an 
idea to which Tesla was subsequently to devote a great part of his life. The necessary 
powerful electric field was created between the plates of a condenser connected across 
the secondary of a high-frequency transformer, whose was connected via a series condenser 
to a high-frequency alternator. The system worked best when the primary and secondary 
circuits were in resonance. Tesla also made use of the resonant transformer with his spark 
oscillator, enabling easy and efficient generation of high-frequency AC from a DC or 
low f rcquency source. This oscillator was to play a key role in the development of HF 
engineering. Only a few years later it was to be found among the apparatus of practically 
every physics laboratory, under the name of the Tesla coi1<20>. 

The first record of Tesla's high-frequency coupled oscillatory circuit with an air
-cored transformer is to be found in Patent No. 454622 of 23 June 1891 (application filed 
25 April 1891) under the title "System of electric lighting". The oscillator converts low
.frequency currents into "current of very high frequency and very high potential". which 
lilen supplies single-terminal lamps (see Fig. 2c). Induction coil PS produces a high secon-

No. •s•,022. Painted Jne 23, 1801. 

.. 

Fig. 2c. System of electric lighting 

dary voltage which charges condenser C until a spark occurs across air gap a. The discharge 
current flows through the air gap and the primary o f the high-frequency induction coil P'. 
The discharie of the condenser in this ca.o;e differs from &he discharge through coil with 
ohmic resistance studied by Henry <22>, already known by that time. In Tesla's osetllator 
the energy of the high-frequency oscillations in the primary circuit is gradually transferred 
to the secondary circuit. The secondary circuit contains the distributed capacity of the 
secondary winding and the wiring and the capacity of the load, and is thus also a resonant 
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circuit. After energizing of the secondary circuit.. lhc remaining energy is returned to the 
primary. then back to the secondary, and so on unLil losses reduce it sufficimtly to inter· 
rupt spark across a in the primary circuit. Theo condenser C begins to recharge from 
source G via induction coil (transformer) PS. OberbeckU91 published a theoretical analysis 
of Tesla's oscillator in 1895. 

Tesla presenl.ed much new information about his discharge oscillators aed his further 
research on high frequency currents in tho lecture he gave to the IEE in London, February 
I 892 which he subsequently repeated in London and then in Paris<S>. He described at 
length the construclion of a type of air-cored HF transformer and drow attention to the 
fact that the secondary voltage cannot even approximately bo estimated from the primary/ 
/Stt:ondary turns rario. Tesla also did a lot of work on improvements of the spark gap 
and described several designs, some of which were subsequently attributed to other autb· 
ors<W. In describing the apparatus with which be illustrated this lecture he explained 
several ways for interrupting arcs with the aid of a powerful magnetic field; using compres
sed air; multiple air gaps in series; singJo or multiple air gaps with rotating surfaces. 

He dco;cribes how the capacity in the primary and secondary circuits of the HF 
transformer should be adjusted to get the maximum performanci. stating that so far 
insufficient attention bad been pa.id to this factor. He experimentally estabUsbed that 
the secondary voltage could be increased by adding capacity to "compensate" the inductan
c:o of the secondary (resonant transformer). 

He demonstrated several single-pole lamsn which were conncctc:d to the secoadary, 
describing the famous brush-discharge tube and expressing the opinion that it might find 
application in telegraphy. He noted that HF current readily passes through slightly ra· 
retied gas and suggested that this might be used for driving moton and lamps at comi
derable distance from the source, the high-frequency resonant transformer being an impor
tant component of such a system. 

The drawing shown in Fig. 3c dates from early on during Tesla's work with high 
frequencies, 1891-1892. It is taken from Tesla's original slide found in the archives of 

Fia. Jc. Various connections of HF transformer used by Tesla In 1891-1892 
(fesla's own 11idc now at 1hc Nikola Tc<Jla Museum, Belgrade) 
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the Nikola Tesla Museum in Belgrade. According to Tesla's caption these diagrams are 
"Illustrating vanuus ways of using highfrequency alterrnitor in the first experiment at 
Grand Street Laboratory 1891- 1892". Jt seems that Tesla made these to prove his priority 
in a patent suit <JS>. Only some of these diagrams have been published in 14. 6. 131, so 
that this is an important document throwing new light on an exceptionally fertile but 
relatively little known period of Tesla's work. lt is, for example, clear from these diagrams 
that he introduced an HF transformer in the open antenna circuit. Circuits like that in 
Fig. 3c-4 are to be foun<l later in two patents tiled in 1897(13,14) on his apparatus and 
system for wireless trans mission of power (these patents refer to Tesla's disruptive dis
charge oscillator as an allernative to the high-freq Jcncy alterna tor). 

In February 1893 Tesla held a third lecture on high-frequency currents before the 
Franklin Institute in Philadelphial61, and repeated it in March before the National Electric 
Light Association in St. Louis. The most significant part of this lecture is that which refers 
to a system for "transmitting intelligence or perhaps power, to any distance through the 
earth or environing medium". Whal Tesla described here is often taken to be the founda
tion of radio engineering, sine~ il embodies principles ideas of fundamental im portance, 
viz. : the principle of adjusting for resonance to get maximum sensi tivity and selective 
reception, inductive link between the driver and the tank circuit, an antenna. 'circuit in 
which the antenna appears as a capacitive load171l. He also correctly noted the importance 
of the choice of the HF frequency and the advantages of a continuous carrier for 
transmiuing signals over great distances<12>. 

Between 1893 and 1898 Tesla applied for and was granted seven American patents 
on his H F oscillator as a whole<2s1 , one on his HF transformer126>, and eight on various 
types of electric circuit comrollcr<27>. In a later article!28J Tesla reviews his work on HF 
oscillators and reports that over a period of eight years from 189 I on he made no less 
than fifty types of oscillator powered either by D C or low-frequency AC. 

Along with his work on the improvement of his HF oscillators Tesla was conti
nuously exploring applications of the currents they produced. His work on the improve
ment of X-ray generating apparatus is well known - he reported it in a series of articles 
in 1896 and 189717) and in a lecture LO lhe New York Academ y ofSciencesll'7l. In a lecture 
before the American Electro-Therapeutic Association in Buffalo September 1898<181 he 
described applications of the Hr oscillator for therapeutic and other purposes. The same 
year he took out his famous patent "Method of and apparatus for controlling mechanism 
of moving vessels or vehicles"tS91, which embodies the basic principles of telerncchanics 
a field which only began to develop several decades after Tesla's invention. 

On 2nd September 1897 Tesla filed patent application No. 650343, sub~equen tly 

granted* as patent No. 645576 of 20th March 1900!1 31 and patent No. 649621 of IS1h 
May 19001141. Unlike other radio experimenters of the time who worked either with 
damped oscillations at very high frcquencies<4 3), Tesla investigated undamped o~cillations 

in the low HF range. While others princi pally developed Hertz's apparatus with a spark-gap 
in the tank circuit (Lodge, Righi, Marconi, and others) and improve.d the receiver by 

• The second or the 1wo patents by which Tesln pro1ec:1ed his apparatu~ for win:le'is pvwcr trnn~ · 
mission, known as the "sys1em or fo ur tuned circuits". is panicularly importnnl in 1hc histo1·y of radio. 
11 was a subject of :i long law suil between the Marconi Wirch!.'>'> Telegraph Company of Amcri~a anJ the 
United Statc::i of America allq;cd to had used wireless dcvi~ lhal infrinsed on Marconi·s jYoJtcnt Nn. 7(11772 
of 28th June 1904. Ar1er 27 years 1he U.S. Supreme Court in 19~ 1 invalidawd 1he fundamcn1al radio 
pa1cn1 of Marconi as containing nolhing which was not already conlnined in patents gn:intctl 10 Lodge, 
Tesla and Stonct6~1. 

15 



introducing a sensitive coherer (Branly, Lodge, Popov, Marconi, and others), he set about 
implementing his ideas of 1892-1893. How far he had got in verifying his Ideas for wireless 
power transmission before coming to Colorado Springs may be seen from patent No. 
645576 and the diagram in Fig. le. 

Tesla based his hos;cs for wireless power transmission on the global scale on the 
principle that a gas at low pre.ssure is an excellent conductor for h.igh f rcquency currents. 
Since the limiting pressure at which the gas becomes a good conductor is higher the higher 
the voltage, he maintained that it would not be necessary to elevate a metal conductor to 
an altitudelof some 15 miles above sea level, but that layers of the atmosphere which could 
be good conductors could be reached by a conductor (in fact an aerial) at much lower 
altitudes. "Expressed briefly, (cit. patent 645576) my present invention, based upon these 
ctiscoveries, consists then in producing at one point an electrical pressure of such character 
and magnitude as to cause thereby a current to traverse elevated strata of the air between 
the point of generation and a distant point at which the energy is to be rcocived and uti
lil.Cd". Figure le proves that Tesla did actually carry out an experimental demonstration 
of power transmission through rarefied gas before an official of the Patent Office. From 
the patent it may be seen that the pressure in the tube was betweci;i 120 and ISO mm Hg. 
At this pressure, and with the circuits tuned to resonance, effi~nt power transfer was 
achcived with a voltage of 2-4 million volts on the transmitter aerial. In the application 
Tesla also claims patent rights to another, similar method of transmission, also using the 
Earth as one conductor, and rendered conductive high layers of tho atmosphere as the 
other9. 

Tesla spent about eight months in Colorado Springs. Something of his wort and 
results from this period can be gleaned from articles in .. American Inventor" and "Western 
Elcctrican". For instance, it is stated that Tesla intended to carry out wireless transmission 
of signals to Paris in 1900. An article of November 1899 reports that he was making rapid 
progress with his system for wireless transmission of signals and that there was no way 
of interfering with messages sent by it. Tesla returned to New York on the I Ith of Ja
nuary 1900<68>. 

The diary which Tesla kept at that time gives a detailed day-by-day description of 
his research in tho period from 1st June 1899 to 7th January 1900. Unlike many other 
records in the archives of the Nikola Tesla Museum in Belgrade, tho Colorado Springs 
diary is continuous and orderly. Since it was not intended for publication, Tesla probably 
kept it as a way of recording his research results. It could perhaps also have been a safety 
measure in case the laboratory should get destroyed, an eventuality by no means unlikely 
considering the dangerous experiments he was performing with powerful discharges. 

- some days be made no entries, but usually explained why at the beginning of tho month. 

• In the late elahties ol the last century YQ"Y little was known about the radiation and propqation 
of electromagnetic waves. Following the publication or Hem's research WI in 1888, which provided COO· 
flrmation of Maxwell's dynamic theory or the electromagnetic 6c:Jd published in 1865<601, ICieatists became 
more and more oonvioced that electromagnetic waves bebaYed like liaht waves, propqatlna in straight 
lines. This led to pessimistic conclusions about the possible ran&e or radio statioM, which were soon refuted 
by experiments using the aerial<arth system designed by Tesla in 189)C6l. Tesla did not go aJona with the 
eenerat opinion cha.t without wires "dectricaJ vibrations" oould only propqace in straiaht lines. being 
coovinoed that the clobo wu a cood conductor through which electric power could be transmitted. He 
also suggested that the .. ul)per strata of the air are conducting" (1893), and "that air strata at very moderate 
altitudes. which are easily accessible, offer. to aU experimental evidence., a pcrl'cct oonductiq path" 
(1900)<411. It is in1ereslin1 co note that this mode of propagation or radio waves was initially oonsidered 
as something different from other modcs<611 then to be forgotten unlll recenc years. In the 19SO's Schum •nn, 
Bremmer, Budden, Wait, Galejs and other autborsll•I, working on chc propagation of very low (3 to 30 kHz) 
and eitlremely low (I to 3000 Hz) electromagnetic waves, rounded their treatment on cssentlaly the same 
principles as Tesla. 
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Accordi~ to his notes. Tesla devoted the greatest proportion of his time (~bout 
56/o) to the transmitter, i.e. the high-power HF generato~, about 21% to developing-fC
ceivers for small signals, about 16% to measuring the capacity of the vertical antenna, 
and about 6% to miscellaneous other research. He developed a large HF oscillator with 
three oscillatory circuits with which he generated voltages of the order of 10 million volts. 
He tried out various modifications of the rcciever with one or two coherers and special 
preexcitation circuits. He made measurements of the electromagnetic radiations generated 
by natural electrical discharges, developed radio measurement methods, and worked 
on the design of modulators, shunt-fed antennas, etc. 

The last few days covered by the diary Tesla devoted to photographing the laboratory 
inside and out. He descnbes 63 photographs in all. most of them showing the large oscil
lator in action with masses of streamers emerging from the outer windings of the secondary 
and the .. extra coil". He probably derived special satisfaction from observing his artificial 
lightning, now a hundred times longer than the small sparks produced by his first oscil
lator in the Grand Street Laboratory in New York. By then many leading scientists had 
been experimenting with "Tesla" currents but Tesla himself was still in the vanguard 
with new and unexpected results. When be finally finished his work in Colo~do Springs 
he published some photographs of the oscillator in a blaze of streamers causing as much 
astonishment as had those from bis famous ·lectures in the USA, England and France 
in 1891- 1893. The famous German scientist Slaby wrote that the apparatuses of other 
radio experimenters were mere toys in comparison with Tesla's in Colorado Springs. 

The descriptions of the photographs in. the diary also include detailed explanations 
of the circuitry and the operating conditions of the oscillator. Tho photographs themselves 
givo an impressive picture of the scale of these experiments. Tesla maintains that bright 
patches on some of the photographs were a consequence of artificially generated fireballs. 
He also put forward a theory to explain this, still today somewhat enigmatic phenomenon. 
Research on fireballs was not envisaged in his Colorado Springs work plan, but belonged 
to the special experiments which, in his own words, "were of an interest. purely scientific, 
at that time"<6B>, which be carried out when he could spare the time. 

Tesla used some parts of the diary in drawing up the patent applications which he 
filed between 1899 and 1902. Keeping such notes of his work was more a less a constant 
practice; they provided him with an aide-m~moirc when preparing to publish his dis
coveries. 

The diary includes some descriptions of nature, mostly the surroundings of the 
laboratory_ an~ some meteorological phenomena, but only with the intention of bringing 
out certain facts of relevance to his current or planned research. 

Immediately after be finished work at Colorado Springs Tesla wrote .a long article 
entitled "The problem of increasing human energy" in which he often mentions his 
results from Colorado Springs<">. In 1902 he described how he worked on this article<68>: 
"The Century" began to press me very hard for completing the article which I have pro
mised to them, and the text of this article required all my energies. I knew that the article 
would pass into history as I brought, ror the first time, results before the world which 
were far beyond anything that was attempted before, either by myself or others". 

The article really did create a sensation, and was reprinted and cited many times. The 
style he uses in describing Colorado Springs research differs greatly from that of the diary. 

17 



Tesla wrote about his Colorado Springs work again in 1904<1 >. Some interesting 
data is tc be fo~nd in his re;:>lies before the United State!: Patent Office in 1902, in con
nection with a patent rights dispute between Tesla and Fessenden C68>. This document 
includes statements by Tesla's assistant Fritz Lowenstein and secretary George Scherff. 
Tesla took Lowenstein on in New York in April 1899. At the end of May that year he 
summoned him to Colorado Springs, where Lowenstein remained until the end of Sep
tember, when family matters obliged him to return to Germany. Tesla was satisfied with 
him as an assistant and asked rum to return later, which he did, again becoming Tesla's 
assistant in February 1902. 

Tesla did not break off his research in the fie)1d of radio after visiting Colorado 
Springs. Upon returning to New York on the 1 Ith of January 1900<68) he took energetic 
steps to get backing for the implementation of a system of"World Telegraphy". He erected 
a building and an antenna on Long lslartd, and started fitting out a new laboratory. From 
his subsequent notes we learn that he intended to verify his ideas about resonance of the 
Earth's globe, referred to in a patent of 1900<42>. The experiments he wanted to perform 
were not in fact carried out until the sixties of this century, when it was found that the 
Earth resonates at 8, 14 and 20 Hz.<34> Tesla predicted that the resonances would be 
at 6, 18 and 30 Hz. His preoccupation with this great idea slowed down the construction 
of his overseas radio station, and when radio transmission across the Atlantic was finally 
acheived with a simpler apparatus, he had to admit that his plans included not only the 
transmission of signals over large distances but also an attempt to transmit power without 
wires. Commenting on Tesla's undertaking, one of the world's leading experts in this 
field, Wait <21>, has written: ... "from an historical standpoint, it is significant that the 
genius Nikola Tesla envisaged a world wide communication system using a huge spark 
gap transmitter located in Colorado Springs in 1899. A few years later he built a large 
facility in Long Island that he hoped would transmit signals to the Cornish coast of En
gland. In addition, he proposed to use a modified version of the system to distribute power 
to all points of the globe. Unfortunately, his sponsor, J. Pierpont Morgan, terminated 
his support at about this time. A factor here was Marconi's successful demonstration in 
1901 of transatlantic signal transmission using much simpler and far cheaper instrumen
tation. Nevertheless, many of Tesla's early experiments have an intriguing similarity with 
later developments in ELF communications. 

Tesla proposed that the earth itself could be set into a resonant mode at frequencies 
of the order of J 0 Hz. He suggested that energy was reflected at the antipode of his Colorado 
Springs transmitter in such a manner that standing wave were set up." 

In a letter to Morgan<69) early in 1902 Tesla explained his research, in which be 
e·nvisagcd three "distinct steps to be made: I) the transmission of minute amounts of 
energy and the production of feeble effects, barely perceptible by sensitive devices ; 2) the 
transmission of notable amounts of energy dispensing with the necessity of sensitive devices 
and enabling the positive operation of any kind of apparatus requiring a small amount 
of power; and 3) the transmission of power in amounts of industrial significance. With 
the completion of my present undertaking the first step will be made". For the experiments 
with transmission of large po\\'er he envisaged the construction of a plant at Niagara 
to generate about JOO million volts. (I) 

However, Tesla!did not succeed in getting the ne1.-essary financial backing, and after 
three years of abortive effort to finish his Long Island station he gave up his plans and 
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turned to oth.::r ~elds of research. He wrote several times about his great idea fo r wireless 
transmission of power, and remained convinced to his death that it would one day become 
reality. Today, when we have proof of the Earth's resonant mod~s (Schumann's resonan
ccs<l4>), and it is known that certain waves can propagate with very little attenuation, 
so little that standing waves can be set up in the Earth-ionosphere system, we can judge 
how right Tesla was when be said that the mecharusm of electromagnetic wave propagation 
in "his system" was not the same as in Hertz's system with collimated radiation . NaturaJly, 
Tesla could not have known that the phenomena be was talking about would only become 
pronounced at very low frequencies, because it seems be was never able to carry out the 
experiments which he had so brilllantly planned, as early as 1893. <6> It is gratifying that 
after so many years Tesla's name is rightfully reappearing in papers dealing with the 
propagation of radio waves and the resonance of the Eartb<21,H,62,7ll. ln a recent book 
of a well known scientist (Jackson <54>) it is stated that "this remarkable genius clearly 
outlin~ the idea of the earth as a resonating circuit (he did not know of the ionosphere), 
estimates the lowest resonant frequency as 6 Hz (close to 6.6 Hz for a perfectly conducting 
sphere), and describes generation and detection of these waves. I thank V.L. Fitch for 
this fascinating piec.c of history". We believe that further studies of Tesla's writings will 
reveal some interesting details of his ideas in this field. -

The publication of the Colorado Springs diary, a unique record of the work of 
a genius, means an enrichment of the scientific literature, not onJy in that throws light 
on a. particuJarly interesting period of Tesla's creativity, but also as a souroe for the study 
of his work as a whole, and particularly of his part in the development of radio. It also 
facilitates the identification of many documents now at the Nikola Tesla Museum in 
Belgrade which lack date or description. 

The preparation of this manuscript for publication required considerable time and 
labor in order to present its content in a form not deviating essentially from the original 
but more accessible to study. No alterations have been made even where the original 
contains certain minor errors, sometimes also in the use of power and energy units; some 
more important calculation errors which inftuence the conclusions drawn are also repro
duced but are noted. A section at the end of the book contains commentaries on the Diary 
with explanatory notes, and a survey of his earlier work and that of other researchers. 
For these commentaries referen~ was made to the large body of literature and documents 
in the archives of the Nikola T('Sla Museum in Belgrade. 

Aleksandar Marinlic 





Nikola 'Tesla 
Colorado Springs Notes 

18()9-1900 





Colorado Springs Notes 
J une 1- 30, 1899 

To this to be added two appllcailons filed with Curtis and some other patent mailers 
chiefly foreign. 
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Colorado Sprf,,gJ 

J une I, 1899 

The following seems to be the best plan fo r constructing small batteries or very 
high e.m.r. required for exciting vacuum cube to be used as mceiver in telegraphy: At 

the current for exciting the tube need be only very small the battuy can furnish a minute 

currcnL From previous experiments about 
1 

amp. is amply sufficient. Approximate 
20,000 

dimensions of box I /4 cu. fooL The prioc will not be prohibitory. Tin caps, plugs and 
carbons will be readily obtainable. 

The connection of the receiver is to be as in experimenu in New York: lf neceuary 
the resiscanoc R1 will bo used to strain the tube exactly just 10 point of breaking down. 
It is very important a~ in all sensitive devices so far used chat the dielectric is strained 

r 

AIA 
CAPAt1rY 

exact ly to the breaking point. The magnet M is to have a resistance nearly equal to the 
internal rcsiuance of tho batlcty, so as to get best output. The rolay will suit as it is with 
1000 ohms resistance. Tho magnet must be strong to blow out tube when lighted. This 
device should by vl!ly se11sl1ive and should b reak down by very minute ourronls propagated 
through the earth from a similarly connected oscillator. 
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Colorado Sprilf.~s 

Signalling 
Valuable 
Uses of 
Condenser 
Methods 

Research 

Measurements 
CIC. 

I 
June 2, 1899 

Telegraphy Ships 
Land 
Cables (1 hi~ very much so, 
but powerful apparatus 
required). 

{ Ships l Protection 
rcebergs 

Collision~ 

Animal { Electricity 
Plant 

I 
Matinc1ism 

Terrestrial Static l Electricity 
Atmosph. 

Disturbances Earth currenis 
Solar influence etc. 

Locailng { Magnetic 

on deposits Non•magnetic by rellec1ioo 

In connection witll Roemgen rays, other rays 
and dark rays o/ tlte sun. Most important. 

Resist., current., e.m.r. etc. 
Intensities, light, heat etc . 

Meters { ~~~:~l intet?rators of all kinds 
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C oi<mulu Sprl11g1 
June J, lri99 

Various mod1fica1ions of a principle con<L<tmg in a«umulating energy or feeble 
impulses recetvcd from a distance and uhh?.ing magnified effect for opcra1ing a receiving 
device. Severa.I modes or carrying out the same. generally con.~idered: 

Resonance 

Condenser 

Magnet 

Commutating currents and cha r@ing 

Directing currents { 
by b31leries 
gas valves 

} and charging 

Using direct currenls o f high 1cnsion 

{ 

Commutating currents for relay 

Directing currents 1hrough relay f 
batteries 
v;ih cs 

Dynamo 

rirf nci pie 

Commutating currents field 

Directing { 
ball e ric:. 
\al\ CS 

di reel 

Using direct currents current 

Low frequency cu1TClllS in field 

High freq ucncy 
currents in armature 

healing device 
cloectromagnet 

condenser, clC. 

17 

Direct currenrs 
in armature 

relay, field magnet 
dynamo, 

cundcnser, erc. 



Colorado SprlfltJ 

Telephony without wires. 
General observations: 

Senders 

Rccci~ 

Form of 
energy 
~ndec 

{ 

{ 

one impulse } 5CVeraJ impulses 

several impulses l ODC impulse 

S1.atic action 

Current action 

Rays ! 
light 
heal 
Roentgen 
etc. 

M agnctic action 

Sound action 

S1.allc machine 

Induction coil 

for one 1dephonc 
impulse. 

for one telephone 
impulse 

Form of 
energy 
affecting 
receiver 

Oscillator termln&l . 

{

single 

Rcaiving 
instruments 
auited for 
the variow; 
transmitting 
instruments Instruments 

to be used 
&tterMls, 

Dynamos 

two tcmu· 
oats 

alL 
(high frequency) { direct 

Condenser { Rheosiatic Mach. 
Oscillator 

Arrangements of circuit etc. to be worked out. 
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June 4, 1899 

Static 
Two currents 

attraction, 
repulsion 

Magnetic 
Cath.ode rays 
H~rays 

Light ray• 
Cathode mecha-

nical action 
Ddlection by 
mcch. cll1pl11Q>

mcnt 

to be worked 
out 



Colorado Springs 
June S, 1899 

Induction method; rcsullS with apparatus to be used calculated from 

M-p1s'WPV~ 
32' D'S' 

(This formula is very problematical) 

M - Power in secondary or receiving circuit 

p - 2mt, estimated 40,000- 4x 10' 

1 - length of sido of square circuit - 1200= 12 x Io> cm. 

Wp ~ power spent in primary - 4 x 1010 ergs assumed. 

1'1 = low volume of wire in both circuits = 25 x 10' cu.cm. 

D = distance from center to ccnu:r of circui1s (horizontal) 

S - specific resislaoce of wires = I. 7 x I Ql 

Takiog M to be the minimum 0.3 ergs to affect relay, it is found that with above 
circuits and under such conditions about l mile communications should be possible. 
With circuits 1000 met.en sq11aro, about 30 miles. From this, the ;nfcriority of lbo induction 
method. would appear immense as compared with disturbed charge of ground and air 
method. 

Colorado Spring~ 
June 6, 1899 

Arrangmncrus with ainglc terminal tube for production of powerful rays. 

There being practically no limit to tho power of an oscillator, it is now tho problem 
to work out a tube so that it can stand any desired prossurc. The tubes worked with in 
New York were made either with aluminium caps or without same, but in both cases 
a limit was found so that but a 1mall fraction of the obtainable e.m.f. wa.s available. If 
of glass, the bottom would break throuah owing to strcamcn, and if an aluminium cap 
wen: employed there would be sparking to the cap. Immersion in oil is inconvenient, 
likewise other cxpcdieais of tlUs kind. The best results will probably be obtained in the 
end by static screening of the vulnorablo parts of the tube. Tbis idea was experimented 
upon in a number of ways. It is now proposed to test the arrangements indlcated below: 

l 

~o [
--- - -, 

MH~UIC EHtl OSUllE l 
' BUI .. SUlAIEO SO j 

FR~ 
1ERMll'&Al. I 

THAI OB'SCRVER U.. I ~IEP •• SOOf 

,,...-[ 
' 

~ 
I 

b 
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In each case there would be an insulated body of capacity so arranged that the strea
mers can not manifest themselves. The capacity would be such as to bring about maximum 
rise of e.m.f. on the free terminal. 

Colorado Springs 
June 7, 1899 

Approximate estimate of a primary turn to be used in experimental station. 

L, = 7t [ 4 A (log., 
8 

aA - 2) + 2 a (log., 
8

: - i )-
1 
:~ ( 2 loge 

8
: + 19)] 

Here A radius of circle = 25 feet = 300 inch = 300 x 2.54 = 762 cm. 

13" 13 
a ,. cable = -= - x 2.54 = 1.03 cm. 

32 32 

SA = 5919 
a 

8A 
lo&e- = 3. 772248 x 2.3 = 8.6762 

a 

4A = 3048 2a = 2.06 16A = l2,192 

L, - 7t [3048 x (8.6762- 2) + 2.06 x (8.6762 - 1.25) -~ x (17.3524 + 19)] 
12, 192 

last 1erm being negligible, we have 

La=3.1416 x (3048 >~ 6.6762+2.06 x 7.4262)= 

= 3.1416 x (20,349.06+ l 5.3)=3.1416 x 20,364.36= 

La= 63,976.67 cm. 

or approx : 63,900 cm. 

Two turns in series should be approx. 255,600 cm. 

Approximate estimate of inductance of primary loop used in experimental oscil
lator on vertical frame in New York. 

Diameter of loop = 8 feet=244 cm. 

This gives A = 122 cm 

] 3" 
a= - x 2. 54= 1 cm. nearly 

32 

diam. of cable 
13" 

=-
16 

8 A = 976 SA 
log., - = 2.98945 x 2.3 = 6.875735 

a a 

4A=488 16A = 1952 
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L.,, 1t [ 4 A (log. 
8
a A - 2) + 2 a (log • . ;~ -+) - I:~ ( 2 lo~ 8

a A + 19)] 

= n (488 x 4.875735 + 2 x 5.625735 - _I_ x 32. 75) = 
1952 

= r.{2379.3600 + 11.2515 - small fraction) 

=r. x 2390.61J5 = 3. 1416x2390.6115 L= 7210.345 cm. 

this is a trifle more with ends close enough 8,000 c.m. 

Colorado Spri11gJ 
June 8, 1899 

Method and apparatus for determining self-inductances, also capacities, 
particularly suitable for determining small inductances. 

Since resistance can be neglected when the frequency of the currents is high the 
inductances can be easily compared in the following way: 

SOURCE 
OF C.:JRRE,11 
OF VFRY 
Hlt>H 
Fftl;OJEHCY 

A standard of ~If-induction is provided with a sliding contact so that any number of 
turns can be inserted. Two resistances, suitable for the source of high frequency current 
and the inductance to be measured, are connected in the manner of a bridge. The two 
opposite points, one movable, are connected through a telephone. When no sound is 
heard then we have the two inductances - that is, the one to be measured, and that part 
of the standard which corresponds to equilibrium or silence in the telephone-practically 
equal if the quantities arc suitably chosen. By determining inductances capacities may 
from these be easily measured. It is possible that the high frequency souroe might be dis
pensed with and a very sudden discharge of a condenser passed through instead. The 
auxjliary resistance should be so determined that the resistances in the two parts through 
which the current divides are equal or nearly so. 
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Colorado Springs 
June 9, l899 

Consider the practicability of using a column of air or other gas as detector of dis
turbances from a distance. This would be on the principle of the Ries thermometer as 
experimented with in New York. The arrangement of apparatus is illustrated. in the diagram 
below. There is a reservoir V, preferably of polished surface, made in the manner of 
mirrors to reflect rays to center. In this reservoir is placed a resistance r of minut~ mass. 

(c" 

, D ·· '1 \, Q 

"' ..... ~~ b 
p '~ 

" 

This resistance may be conveniently 
obtained by connecting with pencil 
marks m m two terminals T and T 1• 

holding a glass plate P. The mass 
must be minute so that the smallest 
amount of current would rajse the 
temperature of the marks or con
ductors and thus beat the air in the 

--· -- reservoir which, expanding, would 
drive a minute column of liquid c 
con1ajned in tube t towards con
tacts ab. The liquid should be very 

- '.e light and need not be highly con-
ducting, barely enough to allow the 

relay R to be worked by battery B when contact between a and b is established. The 
resistance r, may be used to regulate battery strength. The terminals T T1 I would prefe
rably connect in the manner I generally resort to. that is, one to the ground and the 
other to a body of some surface and elevated. Suppose ajr is used, we would want 
0.1696 Ca per °C per gramme. It will be now easy to calculate bow much the air can 
be expanded per erg of energy supplied. 

(to work out) 

Colorado Springs 
June 10, 1899 

Suppose a i•ery fine mercury column were prepared of resistance R, length L and 
connected to a ground and an elevated insulated conductor of capacity in the manner 
illustrated in diagrarn. 

Then if a current I be passed through it the energy lost in the column and converted 
into beat will be R/2 walls. Tbe current is, of course, minute and we could scar-0ely calcu
late on more than I erg in telegraphy being transmitted to a great distance from tho trans · 
milting station; the question is what can be done with that little amount of energy. 

If the mercury be raised to a temperature t degrees above normal it will expand 
for each degree 0.00018 of its length hence its length will be L+ Ltx0.00018= 
L(I + 0-00018 t). This value is a little greater than would actually be found in a glass tube. 

I . 
Suppose the tube were lo mm. diam. and 10 meters long ; its resistance would be approx. 
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1000 ohm. Thon RF=IOOO I'= 1~,. taking one erg as energy supplied, gives I'= I~" ( 

/=-
1
- amp. The column in the tube would expand for one degree 0.00018x 10= 0.0018 

105 

meters or 0.18 cm or 1.8 mm. 

NSULATEO BODY 
OF LARGE ~URFACE 

The volume of the column 
would be 0.01x10,000= 100 cu.mm. 
or 0.1 cu.cm. Now this would weigh 
0.1x13.6= 1.36 gramme. The mass 

VERY FINE MERCURY COLUMN J
o 

0.00136 
of this would be Now 

9.81 
to raise water 1 ° C we want 
41,600,000 ergs per gramme. Spe
cific heat of mercury being 
0.0319 we would want 41,600,000 x 

320 x ----= 41 600 x 32 =about 
10,000 ' 

1,330,000 ergs. 

VERY LONG 

RELAY BATTERY RES. 

EARTH 

CONTACT MADE 
SY EXPANDING 
COLUMN 

This shows that on the above assumptions, indication of disturbances by mercury 
column would be hardly practicable unless the column could be made much thinner. 

Colorado Springs 
June 11, 1899 

The following method and apparatus for detecting feeble disturbances transmitted 
through a medium seem to be particularly adapted for telegraphy. The idea was followed 
up in New York but results were not satisfactory. Now the experiments are to be resumed 
with apparatus as illustrated below. 

The general idea is to provide a path for the passage of a current such that it will 
diminish in resistance when the current passes and also such that it will be of as minute 
a mass as possible. The specific heat of the material forming the path for the current should 
also be as small as possible. The best way I have so far found is to make a mark of the 
required. thickness with a carbonstick so as 
to connect two terminals through a conduc-
tor of high resistance so deposited. This 
conductor I preferably connect with one end 
to the earth and with the other to an elevated 
object of a large surface. The conductor is 
further connected in circuit with relays and 
batteries in any way suitable, as for instance 
in the arrangement here shown. Now when 
a feeble impulse passes it reduces the resi-
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CARBON MARK 

RELAY 

EARTH 

CAPACITY 
ELEVA TEO 



stance of the .carbon and more of the battery current can pass through and so on until 
the -~ei~y- is brought into action. The ref;y then, in any way suitable, breaks the current 
of the battery and a normal regime. is established. The relay itself may be utilized to 
break the current or an auxiliary magnet may be employed as illustrated. The carbon 
mark may be connected in the manner of a bridge to increase sensitiveness. 

This to be followed up. 

Colorado Springs 
June 12, 1899 

A conve~ent way of obtaining a conducto1 (rather a poor one) of small mass, such 
as will be instantly evaporated or disintegrated by a battery current, and one which is 
also automatically renewed in a simple manner, is the following: 

Two terminals are fastened to an insulating plate, preferably of glass, and provision 
is made once for a film of poorly conducting ~ubstance to be deposited on the plate thus 
bridging the terminals and establishing sufficient contact between them to allow a current 
to pass. 

The best manner to carry this idea out seems to be the following: 

In a small bottle, having a stopper with two terminals, is placed a quantity of iodine 
and the bottle is by any suitable means kept at a temperature such that the haloid is de
posited in an exceedingly fine fil!ll causing a leak of the battery current through a relay. 
A stronger current may then be passed by establishing a suitable connection with the relay 
and the film of iodine may thus be destroyed and the terminals again insulated, this pro
cess being repeated in as rapid succession as may be desired. This film may be used in 
the detection of feeble impulses as in telegraphy through media, in which case it is con
nected. to ground and capacity. 

Colorado Springs 
June 13, 1899 

Arrangements of transmitting apparatus for telephony at a distance without wires. 

The most difficult part in the practical solutiqn of a problem of this ki~d of telephony 
is to control a powerful apparatus by feeble impulses such as are produceable by the 
human voice. 

One of the best ways is to use carbon contacts as in the microphone, but when po
werful currents either of great vblume or high e.m.f. are used, as they must be in such 
cases, the problem offers great difficulties. 
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A 1olutioA which I have before described is offered in the following scheme, 
illustrated diagramaticatly below. 

S is a source of preferably direct current as a powerful battery or dynamo, C a 
condenser which is connected with a primary p and break d as usual in an oscillator. 
The break d is such that at the number of breaks resonance is obtained. 

A secondary sis provided which is connected to the ground and an insulated body 
of capacity and elevated as shown, and normally the adjustment is such that the secon
dary with its capacity and self-induction is in resonance with the primary p. From the 
latter a shunt is made by two contacts c c preferably of carbon. Normally these carbons 
tquch loosely but by speaking upon funnel f 
they arc harmonically pressed together and 
the primary currmt js diverted thus destro-
ying the resonance and greatly diminishing 
effect in the secondary rhythmically with -.-
the undulations of the voioe. In this manner ~ s 
very minute variations in the contact resi
stance are made to produce great variati
ons in the intensity of the waves sent out. 
The breaks at d must be much above undu-
rations of the voice. 

Colorado Springs 

~ 

c 

• d 

June 14, 1899 

The following arrangement., considered before in a general way, seems to be parti
cularly suitable for telephony at a distance without wires and for such purposes where 
it is necessary to effect control of a powerful apparatus by feeble impulses such as those 
produced by a human voioe. 

FUNN.El 

~Al'HRA~ •• / 

~ Ma~ =~R PRESSURE 
i i I 

ARC 
CONT ROLlER 

EARTH 

<;APACITV 
AIR 

CTJ 
VERY RAPID 

BREM 

The idea is to use an ordinary oscillator, preferably one operated from a source 
of direct currents with a break (mercury or simply an air gap) which is much higher in 
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frequency than the vibrations of the voice. At any rate, there will be an arc, whetht:r in 
the primary of the secondary which will be blown out, or the resistance of which will be 
enormously increased, rhythmically with the vibrations impressed by voice or otherwise, 
as the case may be. The control of the arc is effected by a jet of air or other gas issuing 
under pressure from an orifice the opening of which is controlled in some convenient 
way by the vibrations. An arrangement of such apparatus is illustrated in the diagram 
below, the arc controlled thus being in the secondary. The source of direct currents S 
charges a condenser C and the discharges of the same (a very great number) through a break 
d and primary p energize a secondary s with the usual connection in telegraphy as I have 
introduced. The air or gas under pressure is controlled by a diaphragm and valve v. The 
outlet pipe t can be screwed up as close to the diaphragm as is necessary for the best result. 
In this or a modified way a powerful apparatus may be controlled by very feeble undula
tions, as those of the human voice. 

Colorado Springs 

June 15, 1899 

Fir5t experiments in the station were made today. The e.m.f. of the supply trans· 
former was 200 volts only. The break on the disk, which was driven by a Crocker Wheeler 
motor, varied from 800- 1200 per second. w was found to be 800 approximately. 

Under these conditions the secondary from the New York high tension transformer 
could only charge from 3-4 jars and it was impossible to obtain more than a harmonic 
of the vibration of the secondary system of the oscillator, which required many more jars. 

The secondary was wound on a conical framework, there being 14 turns of an average 
length of 130 feet each, that is approximately. 

The primary was formed by one turn of cable, used in New York laboratory for 
the same purpose, consisting of 37 wires No. 9 covered with rubber and breading. The 
details of construction are to be described later. 

Note: Sparks went over the lightning arresters instead of going to the ground 
This made it necessary to change the connection to the ground, separating that of the se
condary of the oscillator from the ground of the arresters. By connecting the secondary 
to a water pipe, and leaving the ground of the arrester as before, the sparks ceased. This 
indicates a bad ground on the arresters. The latter work exceedingly well. The ground 
connection was made by driving in a gas pipe about 12 feet deep and gammoning coke 
around it. This is the· usual way as here practised. 

The power taken in these first experiments was small, 1/2-3/4 H.P. only. The 
spark on the secondary was 5" long but very thick and noisy; indicates considerable ca· 
pacity in the secondary. The variation of the length of the spark in the break did not 
produce much change. The weather was very stormy, hail, lightning. 
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Colorado Springs 
Juno 16, 1899 

Experiments were continued today. A new ground connection was made by dig
ging a hole 12 feet deep and placing a plate of copper 20" x 20" on the bottom and sprea
d.ins coke over it again, as customary. Water was kept constantly 1lowi113 upon tho ground 
to moisten it and improve the conncctioll but in spite of this the connection was still bad 
and to a remarkable degree. It is plain that the rocky formation and dryness is responsible 
and I think that the many cases of damage done by lightning here arc partially to bo at
tributed to poor earth connections. By keepiq the water constantly running the resistance 
was finaJly reduced to 14 ohms between the earth plate and the water main. By connecting 
the earth plate and water main again. the lower end o( tho secondary boiq cooncctcd 
to the latter, sparks would again ft.y over the arresters. When the water main was discon
nected they again ceased. 

The action of the wavos spreading through the ground was tested by a form of sen
sitive device later to bo described and it was found that there was a strong vibration pas
sing through tho ground in and around the laboratory. The device was purposely on.sen
sitive, to get ~ idea by comparison with f ormcr cxpcricnces in this diroction. lt did not 
respond when placed close to the oscillator, but unconnected to ground or c:Cpacity, but 
responded 200 f cet from the shop when connected to the ground with one terminal. It 
responded also all aloq a water main, as far as it reached, although it was conncctod 
to the ground fairly wdl. The actioa on the device was still strong when there were no 
sparks from tbo secondary terminal. This is a good indic:ation for the iimmigation. of 
waves. stationary in the ground. It wu concluded the earth resistallCIC was still too great. 
Possibly tho ground affects the primary and the ICICOlldary, more than usumod, by the 
formation of induced cummts. 

To be ln.mlgated. 

Colorado Sprlnp 
June 17. 1899 

MNNremmts of resistance between ground wire and water main showed tho sur· 
priaiJlg fact that it was 2960 ohms, and evon after half an hour watcrina it still was 
2400 ohms, but then by continued watering it began to fall rapidly. Evidently tho soil 
lets the water run through easily and being extremely dry as a rulo it is very difficult to 
make a good ground conncciion. This may provo troublesome. The water will haw to 
bo kept flo~ng_ continuously. The high resistancic explains the difficulty, from a few days 
before, of getting the proper vibration of the secondary. The first good ground was evi
dently at the point where the water main feeding tho laboratory connected to tho big 
main underground and this was several hundreds of feet away. This introduced additional 
length in the secondary wire which became thus too long for tho quarter of the wave as 
calculated. The nearest connection to earth was as measured about 260 feet away and 
even this one was doubtful. 

Measurement of inductances primary, secondary and mutual inJuctlon. 
Readings for two primary turns in series showed; 

1-34, £=7, R=0.015, <i>=716, 
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Neglecting R2 we have wLp=0.206 and LP=287,000 cm approx. 

For secondary 14 turns on conical frame average length of turn 130 feet. 

4 
E = 57.7 

E 
- = 4.57 
I 

Ls= 
716 

= 0.0056 henry approx. 

1= 12.65 

w=716 ( ~r = 20.98 wL= 4 approx. or Ls=S,600,000 cm. approx. 

R=2.12 R2= 4.49 

Coefficient of mutual induction, 2 primary turns 

EP 6 x 109 
M = - = ----= 783,300 cm. 

wl8 716 x 10.7 

EP = 6 
/ 8 = 10.7 

w = 716 

This will reduce L. Reduction estimated from 

M2 ( M2) L-N=L 1 - NL =Lx0.64 

Colorado Springs 

m series : 

June 18, 1899 

Experiments were continued with the oscillator showing that proper vibration does 
not take place, evidently owing to some cause which is still to be explained. To see whether 
the trouble is due to poor induction from the primary, a coil-wound on a drum of about 
30" diam, 10" long, 500 turns approx. of No.26 wire, used in some experiments in New 
York - was connected to the free end of the secondary and with this coil a great rise 
was obtained, streamers about 12" long being obtained on the last free turn even with 
a small excitation of secondary. The trouble seems to be due to internal capacity. The 
total length of a quarter wave with coil was about 2400 feet, which agrees fairly with the 
calculation from the vibration of the primary circuit. The experiments with the coil show 
strikingly the advantage of an extra coil, as I call it, already noticed in experiments in 
New York ; that is, a coil practically not inductively connected but merely used to raise 
the impressed electromotive force. 

Measurements of inductance of the secondary as used: 12 turns on tapering frame 
1 1 /4" apart from center to center showed: 

Current through secondary 

10.9 

from this L's wa-; found = 9,500,000 cm. 

Readings for mutual induction: 

E.m.f. on terminals 

74 v 

E.m.f. on primary (one turn) 

4.75 10.9 

gave M' =~=0.00062 H 
/w 

or 620,000 cm. 
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Compared with the first winding (14 turns far apart) the second winding was better 
because of both higher self-induction and greater mutual induction coefficient. 

Measurement of capacity of condenser in sections: 

The condenser was compared today with I /2 mfd. standard by wirebridge and 
telephone receiver, according to the Maxwell method. There arc 80 sections in the conden
ser, 40 on each side, which can be connected by plugs as desired. 
They are: 1+21+22+s+10+10+20+30=80 
The measurements made by Mr. L. today gave 0. J 53 mfi per unit. 

This to be verified. 

Colorado Springs 
June 19, 1899 

Sensitive automatic device for receiving circuits in telegraphy through 1be natural 
media, purposes of tuning, etc. The device in simple form is illustrated in the diagram 
below. 

In a small glass tube t are fixed two thin wires w w of soft iron or steel carrying 
contact points of platinum cc on the top. A spool S wound with wire surrounds tube t . 
The contact points are shaped so that ·the wires can deviate con-
siderably without the separation becoming too great. When the 
current passes through coil S the wires w w are separated and 
the distance between the contact points, cc increased. The tube 
is moderately exhausted. The dielectric between the points is 
strained, as in sensitive powders, very nearly to the point of break
ing down by means of a battery and when the disturbance rea
ches the circuit the dielectric gives way under the increased 
strain and the battery current passes through co!I S separating 
the terminals and now breaking the battery current. It is sup-
posed in thls instance that the contact points c.c and coil S arc 
connected in series with the battery, but the ,·onnec!ion may be 

~ fl 
t;:I'! riwu.w li!l'~f'tl' 

~ 
.s 

made in many other ways for the purpose of securing the same result - that is of 
automatically jnterrupting the current after the signal has been received. The contact 
points must be very close together and pointed. Stops pp p are provided to limit the 
movement of the wires w w and prevent vibration upon each action. An additionai 
coil may be placed upon S for the purpose of adjusting the wires so the points will 
be at the required minute distance from each other, which is easily effected by gra
duating the strength of the current passing through the additional coil and an indepen
dent relay may be connected in the circuits in any couvenient way for registering the 
signals. The degree of vacuum may also be made adjustable. Jn the first device coil S bad 
24 layers, 94 turns per layer=2256 turns, No. 21 wire, res. 14.7 ohms. 
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<Aloradt> Sprlng3 

June 20, 1899 . ·-

Approximate estimate of some particulars of apparatus. With ocw jars the capacity 
will be about 0.174 mfd. that is with two sets of condensers in series as usual. Assume 

20,000 volts on the supply transformer, the energy per impulso will be 

4xl01 x 0. 174 . 

2 
x 

10
, = 34.8 wat1s estimated roughly. 

Suppose 1600 discharges through the primary per second, the oondcnscrs will deliver 
34.S x 1600= 55,680 watts or a little over 74 H.P. With ten thousand volts they would 

74 
still deliver 4"=18.5 H.P. Now the vibration of the primary will be approximatoly: 

2 'It /7 x 104 2 'It 2.2 22 
T - 103 'V 

109 
x 0. 174 = 

10
, y0.7 x 0.174 ... 

10
$ or 

10
, 

This gives n= 45,500 per sec. about. This vibration supposes only one primuy tum. 

The wave length calculated from this is about 4 miles or 21, 120 feet and~= S,280 feet. 
4 

As each turn has, on the average, 130 feet we sbaU want to mm up the length of a quarter 

s2so 40 bo o ·r . . ··~-.a . ri the . . . wave 
130 

= turn8 a ut. r, 1 two pnmarics arc uac;u 1n se cs, capaaty rema1rung 

aa bcf ore, the wave length will be doubled and 80 turns will be needed. Let it then be as
sumed that 80 turns are used. the self-induction of the secondary will be not far from 
165 x 106 cm. The period of the secondary will then be: 

2 n / 165 x 10' 38 
Ti - 10' 'J 109 x 9 x 10' 

assuming no internal capacity or that it is overcome by suitable construction and only 
a ball of 30" diam. or approximately 38 cm. radius on the free te:nnina1 of the secon
dary. We have then 

T'. -
164 

and N - 61,000 approx. 
I 107 

But this V!bre:!lon will not be in harmony with the primary vibration. To effect this the 
IClf-induction of the secondary can be estimated. We have namely: 

1 2 n I 38 
T- 45,500 - 1000 'V 9 x lOSL •• 

where L. is the self-induction of the secondary iequircd. 

From this L.= ~~ henry or L.=3121500,000 cm. Suppose the wire wound on the 

same spool or framo and the length to remain as before. the turns nc:ccssary can bo esti-

mated firom 165 x 106 = 6400 firom wbi'cb 
312 x 10' Ni ' 

follows N2= 12,102 and N=110 tar-.. 

41 



In addition to the wire already on hand this would cost about S 250 b1,1t with 80 turns 
only S 100 will be necessary. To keep the vibration of the secondary the same,t.hc capacity 
on the free terminal will have to be increased. The capacity necessary will be 
C and we have: 

I 2 n /165 x 10' from which follows C-67.3 cm. 
45,000 ""' 1000 v 109 c 

2r 
A baJJ of this size is not to be bad. If we employ a disc we have -=67.3, r = 56 em. A disc 

TC 

could scarocly be employed except with small pressures, there .would be too much leakage. 

All these estimates assume, of course, that the distributed capacity of the secondary 
is overwme in some way or other a& by condensers in series, for instance. It is quite certain 
that the vil>ration of the secondary will be mach slower. 

Colorado Springs 
June 21, 1899 

Considerations of the various particulars of apparatus to be used, continued: 

The present supply transformers can furnish 26 H .P. 

Assume this energy consumption, that is, 26 x 7S0= 19,SOO watts and 1600 breaks 

d Th' . h b k l 9,SOO or charges of the condensers per sccon . as gives per eac rea 
1600 

12 watts 

roughly. Let us further suppose that an excess of power is supplied so that the secondary 
receives clear 12 watts per each discharge of the primary. This means to say that the ca
pacity on the end of the secondary wiU be charged 1600 times per second to a potential p . 

p2 24 
If C be the capacity on the free end we have 12='2 C from which p2 = C . Assume C to 

be a sphere 38 cm. radius we have 

24 9 x I ou x 24 
--

3
-
8
- = p2 ""' 

38 
, from this 

9 x 1011 

/240 
p - 3 x 105 vw= 3 x 105 J6.32- 3 x 105 x 2.5 l - 7S3,000 TOlts 

Approximate estimate of primary voltage necessary for above output. 

To get e.m.f. lowest value it would be necessary to oonnect condensers in multiple, 
both sets. This would give a capacity of 0.174 x 4=0.696 mfd. Calling p1 tho primary 
e.m.f. necessary for this output, we have 

2 
0.696 x Pt = 12 2 x l0' · 
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J09 
From tlus pf=--

29 
breaks per sec.) 

and P1 =6000 volts approx. (26 H.P. expenditure, 1600 

With this e.m.f. assume 4 ohms res. of arc, the initial current would be 1500 amp. 
through the primary. From these assumptions the loss in the primary may be computed. 

Colorado Springs 
June 22, 1899 

Wire for the new secondary ordered from Habirsliaw No. IO B.& S. rubber covered; 
all in all about 11,000 feet needed (more nearly 10,500 feet) . This will do for 80 turns of 
an average length of 131 feet each. 

No. 10 am. gauge 5.26 mm. square 
5.26 

or sq.inch 
645 

5.26 
100 feet will have: -- x 1200 = 9.8 cu.inches. 

645 

The weight of this, taking 5.13 ounces per cu.inch will be 

5.13 
- x 9.8 = 3.14 lbs. 

16 

Accordingly, I I ,000 feet will weigh 345.4 lbs. This will give still less copper in the 
secondary than there is in the two primary turns. With secondary wire double we shall 
have 40 turns and with four wires (for quick vibration) 20 turns. The weight of copper 
should be equal and some of the No. IO cord may be used on the first Jow turns. 

Some arrangements were tried aiming chiefly at prolonging the vibration in the 
primary after each break. One of these was as illustrated in the diagram below: 

The condenser C1 was placed in shunt to the primary P. Since there was no spark 
gap in .this circuit and the magnifying factor was very large, l11e resistance being minute, 
the vibration continued much longer after each break as would be the case with the ordi
nary connection. A very curious feature was the sharpness of tuning. This seems to be 
due to the fact that there are two circuits or two separate vibrations which must accord 
exactly. The sparks were strong on terminals of the secondary always when C= a C1, 

a being a whole number (no fraction), and particularly when a=2 or 4. 

This · arrangement was carried out in New York on one of the later type oscillators 
and similar results were observed. 
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In this form tbcR was a loss in circuit p ainoc this part did not a.ct upon tbe IOCOlld.a.ry 
in inductive relation to P. A modification coasistod in including ju circuit p-om or more 
turns of the primary P or indepcndcnl tuma whlcb acted inductively upon the teCOadary. 

An arrangement io.tondod for the same purpose was also tried. It consisted of pro
viding two primaries, ooo independent of the break and merely shunted by a condeosor, 

sec. 
llfB 
CDL 

as illustrated. This plan was also experimented with in New York and it was found that 
it is good when the break number is 1ery small. When the break is very rapid there is not 
much difference. In making the adjustments C'P' was ftrst tuned to the vibration of C P, 
then the secondary was adjusted. 

This to be followed up. 

Colorado Springs 
June 23, 1899 

Approximate self-induction of Regulating box brought from New York to be usod 
in primary. 

Dimensions : diam. of drum 12"= 30.48 cm. 
Length ,, ,, 18" c:::45. 72 ,. 
Number of turns -24 

n 
Area inclosod by ouo loop - "2= 730 cm. sq. 

4 
From this 

L 
41't N2 s 12.51 x 576 x 730 

- - cm -
/ 45.72 

= 0.275 x 576 x 730= 115,600 cm. 

115,600 . . 
From this for approximate estimates we may take 

24 
4800 cm per turn. This will 

be too much, as turns arc far apart and thick. After Langevin's fonnula L.= ~ . Here 

1! total longtb of wire is 30.5 x 3.l416 X24= 2300 cm approx. 
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1bi1 would live vaJuo L' 
23002 

4S.72 

S,290,000 

4S.12 
L'= llS,100 cm., remarkably close. 

Expcrimmts with oscillator secondary 36 l /2 turns wa-e continued. Many modified 
anaogemeatl with auxi1iary condensers - one of which is illustratod in the sketch below
..., tried. All those dllefty aimed at prolonging the viln1ions in the primary after ea.ch 
brClak and also at effecting sharper tuning of the circuits. In using auxiliary condensers 
in this way circuits an: obtained containing no spark gap in which tho damping factor 
waa cxtremoly tmall and the magnifying factor very great. 

Ill this uraagemont the relation 
c 
- L-C1 L1 
2 

. L 
bad to be attainod for the best result. Or L1 - 4 c c, - 4x-

2 

Resonance was obtained with 15 jars on each aide, 6 turns primary. With 4 turns 

primary there would have been ncoessary ISX ~:=34 jars or thereabouts. On thick cable 

about 68 jars. (for reference) 

Note: Sovcral rat.es of vibration were tried with such arrangements. Remarkable 
was tho abarp tuning in some of them, one tum of the regulating coil being sufficient to 
catiroly de troy the effect or to produce a great maximum rise of pressure. The jars broke 
down fn:qucody, owing to sudden rise, as the handle of the regulating coil was turned. 

ColoradJJ Spring' 
June 24, 1899 

Tho following plan of producing a conducting path of e1tremely low resistance 
auitable for resonating circuits and other uses offers tho possibility of attaining results 
which can not be n:ached otherwise. It is based on my observation that by passing through 
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a rarefied gas a discharge of sufficient intensity, preferably one of high frequency, the 
resistance of the gas may be so diminished that it falls far below that of the best conductors. 
So through just a bulb of highly rarefied gas an immense amount of energy may be passed 
and currents of a maximum strength such that they can not traverse a copper wire, owing 
to its resistance and impedance, may be made to traverse the rarefied gas. The plan now 
is to constitute a circujt composed of a rarefied gas column, heated by auxiliary means 
to a very high incandescence so as to offer an inconceivably small resistance to the pas
sage of the current and use this column for the purpose to which it is suited. To illustrate 

c' 

L 
c 

s 

Colorado Springs 

the use of this idea in telegraphy, for instance the dia
gram below is shown in which S is a source of oscilla
ting currents of preferably high frequency, C a conden-
ser in shunt to same, L a coiled glass tube containing 
the rarefied gas which is kept at a high degree of exci
tation. The conductor L is connected, as in my system, 
to earth and a capacity preferably elevated. Through 
this path the currents of a distant ·transmitter are ma
de to pass which are of the same frequency and cause 
a great rise of the e.m.f. on :the terminals of conductor L, 
which may then be utilised to affect a receiving instru-
ment in many ways. 

(To follow up). 

Ju.ne 25, 1899 

The following plan seems to be well adapted for magnifying minute variations 
such as are produced by the action of a microphone, for example. Suppose that on a ro
tating or, generaHy speaking, moving surface of iron (polished or smooth) there is ar- . 
ranged a brush of soft iron, steel or at least having a surface of such magnetic materials 
whatever they be then there will be a certain amount of friction developed on the contact 
surfaces between the brush and moving surface and the brush will be dragged in the direc
tion of movement of the surface. A spring may be used to pull the brush back against 
the friction and to maintain it in a position of delicate equilibrium. Let now the brush 
or surface be but slightly magnetized, then the friction between the m·agnetic surfaces 
will be enormously increased and the brush will be pulled forward with great force. A small 

s 

B 

M 

46 

variation in the magnetization of the 
surface will thus make great changes in 
the force exerted upon the brush, and 
the movements of the latter may ·be· utili
sed for any purpose, as for instance in 
loud speaking telephones, or in perfec
ting a "wireless telephone" or such pur
poses. A simple form of apparatus is .illu-
strated below: A is a rapidly rotating 



cylinder with & polished iron surface, if not all of iron; b is a small bar or brush bearing 
upon the cylinder and also of soft iron. This light plate or bar is held in a balanoed position 
by diJTecential springs .r1 so as to bear lightly on the cylinder A. Sis a solenoid cnergiz.cd 
through battery B in series with a microphone M . By speaking upon the latter the bar b 
will be vibrated back and forth and the movements of the bar may control any other 
apparatus, for instanoc a valve or other microphone. 

C.Olorado Springs 
June 26, 1899 

In following ~P an old idea of separating gaseous mixtures by the aplication to 
them of an eAoessively high electromotive force., the following apparatus is to be adopted 
with a new oscillator. 

' 2 

Note: in this apparatus it will be preferable to use a form of oscillator with mercury 
break supplied from a source of direct current, so that the fsw;c...an.Lwill be mostly_;mj
-directional. Any other generator developing the necessary e.m.f . shOiild, however, ac
complish the same result. 

Three tubes 11 12 t> (assuming only three will be needed) ~slipped one into the 
other, being held apart by insulating plugs ab c. In these plugs are fastened outlet tubes 
A B C to lead the several separated gases away to reservoirs into which they may be com
pressed. It is therefore to be understood that there is the desired degree of suction on 
the outlet pipes, or else the mixture is forced under desired pressure through a tube t 
serving to let in the mixture. The high tension terminal T is led in through an insulating 
plug P fastened into the largest tube 11 • The particles of the gas coming in contact with 
tho active terminal arc thrown away with great force and are projected at different distances 
according to their size and weight, hydrogen farther then most others. The latter element, 
if it be present, will therefore pass through tube .A, that is mostly, the heavier and larger 
molecules through the other tubes. By repassi».g the gases drawn off through the apparatus 
again, any degree of purification or separation is obtained. 
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Colorado Springs 
June 27. 1899 

Arrangements of apparatus in telegraphy through the natural media aiming at 
exclusion of manager, in accordance with method experimented with in New York. This 
is not quite so good as the method used with condenser of commutating individual im
pulses, but great safety can be secured nevertheless. The idea was to provide more than 
one synchronized circuit and to make the receiver dependent in its operation on more 
then one such circuit Experiments have shown that a great degree of safety is reached 
with two circuits. I think with three it is almost impossible to disturb the receiver when 
the vibrations have no common harmonics very near to the fundamental tones. Several 
arrangements experimented with are illustrated below. These arc to be followed up. 

L 

50UACE HIGH 
l"Olt:NTIAl 
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ElEVATED 
fEIU41HAl 
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PRIMARY THROUGtl 

:;~] DI SC HAR OE S 
ME PASSED 

II 

t 0 0 • 

LJ 
t 11 >.OJUSlASl.E ~ 

Fip. I., 2. and 3. illustrate some arrangements of apparatus on the sending station by 
means of which two vibrations of different pitch arc obtained. A greater number ii omit· 
ted for the sake of simplicity. In case 1. are provided two sending circuits which should 
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be some distance apart and which are energized alternately by discharging condensers 
of suitable capacity through the corresponding primaries. In Figures 2. and 3. one sending 
circuit is arranged so that its period is altered by inserting some inductance as in 2., or 
by short-circuiting a part of the c:ircuit periodically, by means of an automatic device. 
It is not n~ to use such a device; however, arrangements of this Jcind will be later 
illustrated. On the receiving station two synchronized circuits responding to the vibrations 
- each to one - of the sender. The receiver R responds only when both circuits I and Il 
affect sensitive devices a a1 • The diagrams arc self-explanatory. 

Colorado Springs 
J unc 28, 1899 

Approximate estimate of the secondary with 20 turns on tapering frame, before 
referred to, from data of the secondary with 36 turns on the same frame. In the latter 
the wires 3 notches apart. in the former 7 notches. 

Roughly, the capacity of the secondary with 20 turns will be, if C bc that of the 
secondary with 36 turns: 

c - 20 x2-c- 60 c - 20 c-~ c-~c 
I 36 7 252 84 42 2 J 

and the self-induction L 1 of the secondary with 20 turns compared with L - that of the 
secondary with 36 turns, will be 

L -(20)2 x 36 x 3 L-(~)2 x 27 L - 615 L Now L-383 x 10' 
I 36 20 X 7 9 35 2835 

C =i 1200cm. 

s 383 x 615 
Therefore C 1 - - x J 200 - 290 cm. and L 1 - x lO' - 9 x 1~ cm. From this 

21 2835 

T- 2 n ~ 290 9 x 106 _ J 07 
to> 9 x 10' x 10' 10' 

approx. as period of sec. system (roughly) and 

107 

11 - - - 93,458 per sec. Now the length of wire for 20 turns, about 139 feet per 
107 

). 
turn, will bc,39"x20 feeL This gives >.=11,120 feet or 4"= 2780 feet and this would 

correspond to n= 90,000 approx. 

Adding a ball of 38 cm. capacity would give a total capacity 

290+ 38= 328 v'328= 18.11 y 290= 17 approx. 

hence by adding a ball the secondary vibration will be red11ced by a ratio of: _!..?__ or it 
18. l l 

17 
will be -

1
-
8

- x 93,460= 88,000 approx. This would be too quick: a vibration to best suit 
. 11 

the apparatus as then we would have only 4 jars on each side of the primary. 
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With the additional coil of 1500 cm. capacity added in series wi~h sec.Jndary o:i 
free terminal, the capacity would be 1500+290= 1790, that is about 6 times as much as 

before. The vibration will then be slower v6=25 approx. times slower, about 37,400 per 
sec. This ltettu suited. 

C41orlllk1 Springs 
June 29, 1899 

The first good trial of a new wound seoondary with 36 turns was made today. The 
wire was No. 10 cord. the twns being wound in every third groove. The distance of wires 
is appcox. l 7 }8". 

Vibration under the c.onditions of the first experiments : Approximate self-induction 
of secondary about 5 x 107 cm. Additional coil connected to free cod of secondary, the 
coil having 24'0 turns, spool 6 feet long, 2 feet diam. Estimated self-induction of coil roughly 
10' cm. 

A = 2900 sq.cm. 

N= 240 turns 

I - 2900 x 2402 x 4 1t _ 576 x 29 x IO' x 12.57 _ 

183 183 

I = 1&3 cm. =1140 x 104= 114X 10' for rough approximation = 107 

The wave length should be {ignoring capacity): 

4 x l5280(sec)+1440 (spool)]= 4 X 6720= 26,880 feet or about 5 miles. 

To give this wave length the primary vibration should actually be 187,000 : 5= 
= 37,400 per sec. (same number before found). 

The capacity Cp in primary to be found: 

l 2 1t r;-;:;- f 7 x l 04 x Ce 2 7t / 7 x Ce 
37,400 - 1000 yLCe - 'V 109 - 101 "\J 10 

l 27t - 103 1000 ---x 0.84 . re -1c - --- or 0.5 approx. 
374 101 V"'e• v " 21t x 0.84 x 374 1975 

c .. - 0.1 mfd 

Thi Jd . o. 7 . 233 . .th . . u1 . 1 d 233 s wou reqwrc -- Jars= J8t'S wi two pnmary turns 1n m tip e an 4 
0.003 

or about 58 jars total with two primaries in series. As so many jars were not available evi
dently only a higher vibration was obtainable. Tb.is e~plains why first results unsatisfactory. 

Arrangements of apparatus experimented with in carrying out condenser method. 
(This for Curtis application) 
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Colorado Springs 
June 30, 1899 

Simple formulas to be used in rough estimates of the quantities frequently wanted. 

2 7t 
In formula T= -

3 
JYC, L is in henry but usually is wanted in cm. We may 

10 
therefore use 

•• 

T1 ... 
2 

n J LC or 
I OJ x 104 x J IO 

T1=-
2 

J -LC 
107 

approx. when L is in cm. 

C in mfd. 

T~ x I 014 

From L = 
4 

C we have 
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rl x 101~ c- .. . . . .. .... . 
4L 

Introducing jars for C we have C=nx0.003 

T~ x 1017 

therefore n == 
12 

L 

Introducing again ). in miles in place of T1 

T. be:ng = A we have: 
I 187,000 

374 . A 
>.. - - ../LC or, since usually - is needed 

IO' 4 

2. ... 93.5 ...)LC ....... . .. . . 
4 104 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Observations made in experiments with oscillators, 36 J /2 ttitns and additional ooi.I : 

The additional coil is, as observed in the New York apparatus, an excellent means 
of obtaining excessive electromotive force. But it is peculiar that to properly develop the 
independent vibration of such a coil its momentum should be very great with respect to 
the impressed vibration. When such a relation exists the free vibration asserts itself easily 
and prominently. But when the impressed vibration is very large and the coil's own mo
mentum small, the free vibration can not assert itself readily. It is exactly as in mechanics. 
A pendulum with great momentum relative to the impressed momentum swings rigorously 
through its own period but when impressed momentum is very large relatively it is ham
percc4 for then the impressed dominates more or less. This I look upon as distinct from 

the magn.jfying factor which depends on P: 
ll was evident that in such excitation of the additional coil there should be, for the 

best result, three vibrations falling together: that of the coil, that of the secondary and 
that of the combined system. In view of the above it is of advantage to place inductance 
between the secondary and additional coil to free the- latter, when impressed vibration is 
too powerful to allow the intended vibration of the coil to take place readily. 

From experiments it further appeared as though it would be of advantage to have 
_ SOJI)C self-induction in the primary spark gap. This is to be ascertained. The use of conden

sers in series with the supply secondary is sometimes of advantage but little so when the 
vibration of the secondary is in resonance with the primary. Then there is less short circuiting 
of the secondary of the supply transformer and sparks are loud and sharp. 
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Colorado Springs Notes 
July 1-31, 1899 

To this to be added two applications filed with Curtis and other patent matters, 
mostly foreign. 
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Colorado Springs 
July I, 1899 

Various ways of connecting apparatus when applying condenser Method of Mag
nifying effects. The charging or discharging of the condenser is controlled by the effects 
transmitted through the media and the condenser discharges arc passed through the 
primary of tho oscillatory transformer. The diagrams below show various arrangements 
with tho instruments in the secondary of the transformer. 

R I B 

s 

8 R 

c 

c s 

In these arrangements the primary is not shown. Tho ume is assumed to be con
nected in the circuit in any way but so that the charging or discharging of the condenser 
is controlled by a sensitive device affected by the feeble effects which arc to be magnified. 
In the above -dia'8rams S is the secondary of oscillatory transformer, B battery to strain 
sensitive device in secondary; A' sensitive device, R fine relay (magnetic); C condenser 
in secondary. The primary circuit which is not shown includes: a sensitive device, battery. 
condeoser and make-and-break device. This method with two sensitive devices is very 
good. 
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Colorado Springs 
July 2, 1899 

Considerations regarding best conditions of working apparatus in experimental 
station particularly with reference to stationary waves in the ground which will be investi
gated. 

First assumption on which to base calculations of other elements is made by deciding 
A. 

on the wave length of the disturbances. This in well designed appara1 us determines -
4 

or length of secondary wound up. The self-induction of the wire is also given by deciding 
on the dimensions and form of coil hence Ls and A. are given. For the best working of 
the secondary we should have the capacity on end or free terminal just counteracting the 

L 
self-induction of the secondary. This will be the case when Cs = 

2 
s Since the 

Rs+ p2 L; 
I 

resistance should be negligible we have Cs= - - . Now p is given by assuming A.. 
P2 Ls 

Hence from above equation Cs is given. Furthermore, to get best results the same 
1 

relation between p, Lp and Cp must also be preserved so that Cp=- - , Cp and Lp 
p2Lp 

being the capacity and inductance of primary. From these considerations follows a rela-
1 1 I 

tion between C5, Cp, Ls, Lp. Namely, C5 = -- and as p2= -- we have Cs= - --
p2 Ls cp LP L 1 

L c SL c 
= _ P _ p_ or otherwise expressed, LsCs= LoCo . . . . . . . . . . I. P P 

Ls 
This applies to a simple case, as the one here illustrated which was one of the 

earliest arrangements. 
The scheme of connections illustrated in Fig. I. has the disadvantage that the pri

mary discharge current passes through the break hence, the resistance of the latter being 
large, the oscillations are quickly damped and there is besides a large current through the 
break which makes good operation of the latter difficult. To prolong oscillation in pri-

1. 

p s 

TRANSFORMER 
HIGH TENSION 

BR. DEVICE 
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mary and incrcas~ economy one of the schemes before considered may be resorted to. 
One of these is illustrated in Fig. 2. which follows: in this arrangement the currents through 
the break device are much smaller a.nd the oscillations started by the- operation of break 

2. 

HIGH 1ENSIOt4 
IRAH SFOf!MER 

c 

in circuit LpCp continue much longer. We can now determine the magnitude of eurrcnts 

Lp fi . . I 1 i, i2• Capacity Cp- from oregomg or approximate y Cp=-- as before, 
R~+p2£! pl LP 

. . ~ ~+p ~ . ~ n2 2 ,2 
neglcctmg res1stanoc. We have then - = ~ or, since the first term is negli-

i p 

.bl . ha 12 pL, · · pL, F thi elat. . . .d gi cm numerator, we ve - =-- or 11 -• - • rom s r ion 1t 1s cv1 ent 
i ~ R0 

that, other difficulties or disadvantages not considering the arrangement as illustrated 
in Fig. 2. should be superior to that in Fig. I. It secures two chief advantages : 
I) less current through the break and more through the primary and 2) longer and better 
oscillation in circuit including primary because it is easy to constitute such a system without 
break with an extremely small resistance or frictional waste. 

Fig. 3. illustrates an arrangement similar to that shown in Fig. 2. but with a con
denser in each branch. The same considerations made in regard to Fig. 2. hold good for 
this and in both cases, if there is to be resonance and best conditions attained, the circuit 
including the break should have the same period and be in phase with primary circuit 
LpC0 and secondary L.C •. Referring to Fig. 2. as the simpler, this is the case when the 

l c 

s 

c 
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relation between C1 aud self-induction in this circuit is such that they annul each other 
at that frequency. 

Fig. 4 - a further modification shows the system with inductance L1 in circuit. 
To satisfy above conditions we must have 

C L , 
I Rt + p2L~ . 

R, being the resistance including the arc. Since in most cases, even with the arc 
included, R1 will be negligible against pL1, we have again 

1 
C,=-- . 

plL, 

From all the above considerations we get a general relation between the constants of 
all the three circuits which is expressed by: 

p 

c,L. cp LP c1L 1 

or C, L, ... CP LP - C, L 1 

s 

} • • • . • • . . • . . • • . . . . IL 

We have seen from the preceding that of the quantities considored p was gjven by 
arbitrary selection of the wave length, L. neocssarily by the wire and design of secondary 
and. lastly, C, as following from the two preceding quantities. One more quantity is, 
however, gjveo by practical considerations and that is C1• Namely, this capacity C1 must 
be sufficient to take up the entire energy of the transformer, if all things aro rightly pro
portioned. Now let P' be the e.m.f. on the secondary of the supply transformer, then there 

will be stored each time in condenser C1 a quantity of energy p~ c, and if this value 

be taken for the average energy stored each time and if, furthermore, the frequency of the 
make and break be p1, that is p1 = 4nn, n being number of charges per second, or 

P '2 C p 8nM 
n=!i , then --1 

• -
1 = M or Cr=--

4n 2 4n P '2p 1 

M is here the total power of the tran.sf ormer expended and expressed in watts, P' 
the pressure of secondary (average as defined) and p, as before stated the frequency of 
the break. The quantity C1 thus being gjven in each case, these remain still to be 
determined: Lp, L1 and Cp. 
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Now it is evident that when the relation between p 1, Lp and Cp exists, which is 
here implied, the current passes through the system as if there would be no inductance, 
hence insofar as the circuit includjng the break, C1 and L 1 is concerned the system Lp Cp 
will comport itself as if it consisted of a short wfre of inappreciable resistance, the primary 
being generally made of stout short conductor - therefore, in estimating the quantities 
of the circuit C1 L 1 b the compound system Lp Cp may be neglected since it will have 
little influence upon the period under the conditions assumed, and we may then put 

l 
C1 = - - when resistances are, as always before, negligible. 

p2 Li 

Since C1 is known we can determine L 1 because 

L =-l- =-- -
1 p2C1 2 8 7t M 

p P'2 P1 

Presently then all the quantities are known for determining the constants of circuit 
Lp Cp from the two equations: 

Lp Cp=LsCs } 
.......... III. 

LpCp= L1 C1 

Colorado Springs 
July 3, 1899 

In experiments with the secondary as last described, fairly good resonance was 
obtained with 15 jars on each side of the primary. A length of wire No.10- 170 feet -
was covered with intense streamers. The capacity - total - was 7.5 x 0.003= 0.0225 mfd. 
Lp was approximately estimated 36 x 7 x 104 cm. (six primary turns in series). From this 

4.836 I . . . 
T = --

5
- as calculated. This gives n=-=20,700 per sec. approx. With this v1bra-

IO T 
A. 

tion A. was nearly 9 miles or -=2.25 miles. Actually, there was only one mile of secon-
4 

dary wire but owing to the large capacity (distributed) in the secondary the vibration was 
much slower than should be inferred from the length of wire. We may estimate the ideal 
capacity, which associated with the inductance of the secondary would give a vibration of 
the above frequency. Since there was resonance we have: 

4.836 27t / 5x 107 

T=105 = JOl V 109 Cs 

Takjng the inductance of the secondary as being 5 x 107 cm. and from thls 

23.34 I 
roughly --mfd. more exactly 0.0012 rnfd. or 1080 cm. 

20,000 1000 

But we may approximately estimate capacity in another way taking the wires in 
. A 

pairs as a condenser. This would give Cs=- - x 40, there being 40 pairs since there 
41td 
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arc 40 turns wire. Now A==surface of half wire: 131 feet. about 4000 cm. long; half cir
cumference about 0.4 cm. gives A= 1600 cm. sq. The distance of wires d was= S cm. From 

this: C.=40x 
1600 

1040 cm. approx. (probably accidentally close.) 
4n x S 

Last night the S0,000 volts transformer brought from New York broke down. This 
happcnai upon connecting to the lower end of ~ sccondary a condenser composed of 
two adjustable brass plates of 20" diam.. one being connected to the ground, the other 
to the seoondary. The plates were about 5" apart. The experiment was repeated with the 
transformer after repairing it and all was found in good order. 

Experiments wero now continued with tho secondary of 40 turns wire No. 10 just 
one mile long. In connection with this secondary a coil was used wound on a drum 2 feet 
in diam. and 6 feet long, with wi~ No. 10 (cord), there being 260 turns. Approx. estimate 
of capacity after a previous similar estimate: 6 feet=6 x 12=72"= 72 x 2.S4-183 cm. 
Half circumference of wire 0.4 cm Area= l83 x 0.4=74 sq.cm. (about)= a, distance of 

wires about I cm.=d. This would give roughly tho capacity Ci=~- 74 
for one pair 

4rtd 4n 

f . •L- i.......: 260 . tal . Id'-..... di . 260 x 74 o wires; ""'re ugng pans, to capaaty wou ~ accor ng to th•~ - 1 S32cm. 
4rt 

= Ct (for coil). Now, the capacity in the secondary was previously found 1080 cm. Hence 
the total capecity of the system would be 1080+ 1532- 2612 cm.=C'. This, of course. 
gives only an idea and the detc:nnination in this manner is far from bcinJ exact. Consider 
what the period would be with the capacity and secondary and coil together as a whole. 
Since the coil will have only about 12.000,000 cm. the inductance of the secondary will 
be the chief governing factor. Taking this at 5 x 107 cm. we would have a total inductaaco 
sx 101x u x t06 or (SO+I2) x l06-62 x l06 cm. This would give 

2 n / 62 x JO' 2612 21t 
T- w'\J 109 x 9 x t()S ""' 3 x l07 Vl64•944 -

2n x 406 2549.68 849.9 850 SS 
- - - - -- or ---

3 x 107 3 x 107 107 101 JO' 

and n= I I ,800 roughly. To thir the primary to ~ od}U8ted for first approximate trials.. 
Now the primary bas six turns. Since one tum is approx. 7x 104 cm. wo may put: 

~-r- 2" /36 x 7 x 104 c 
106 103 'V 109 P 

From this a rough idea of tho capacity in primary may be gained. We get Cp- 0.07J 7 mfd. 
0.0717 

roughly. Taking capacity of one jar=0.003 mfd. we would want total - -==24 jars 
0.003 

approx. or 48 jan on each side of primary. This vibration would be impracticable 
under the present conditions as the transformer could not charge this number of jan. 
Although for staJl01tary wt1YU in ground it would be desirable to use such a low frequency 
the vibration wiJJ havo to be quickeoed. An octave would require only 12 jan on each 
side. This was tried and results were good although the octave vibration had only 1/4 of 
the energy as the fundamental would have had. To get the true vibration we ahall want 
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at least 8 turns in the primary with present transformer to keep the capacity in the primary 
36 

within the limits given by the output of transformer. This would then give 48 x 
64 

= 27 

jars on each side. While this might do, still for best conditions not more than 16 jars should 
be used on each side of primary. This just taxes the transformer to full capacity within 

safe limits. 

Conclusion: Used about JO turns in the primary. 

Colorado Springs 
July 4, 1899 

Observations made last night. They were such as not to be easily forgotten, for more 
than one reason. First of all a magnificent sight was afforded by the extraordinary display 
of lightning, no less than 10-12 thousand discharges being witnessed inside of two hours. 
The flushing was almost continuous and even later in the night when the storm had abated 
15- 20 discharges per minute were witnessed. Some of the discharges were of a wonderful 
brilliancy and showed often JO or twice as many branches. They also appeared frequently 
thicker on the bottom than on top. Can this be so? Perhaps it was only due to the fact 
that the portion close to the ground was nearer to the observer. The storm began to be 
perceptible at a distance as it grew dark and continuously increased. An instrument (ro
tating "coherer") was connected to ground and a plate above ground, as in my plan of 
telegraphy, and a condenser was used to magnify the effects transmitted through the 
ground. This method of magnifying secures much better results and will be described in 
detail in many modifications. I used it in investigating properties of Lenard and Roentgen 
rays wjth excellent results. The relay was not adjusted very sensitively but it began to 
play, nevertheless, when the storm was still at a distance of about 80-100 miles, that is 
judging the distance from the velocity of sound. As the storm got nearer the adjustment 
had to be rendered less and less sensitive until the limit of the strength of the spring was 
reached, but even then it played at every discharge. An ordinary bell was connected to 
earth and elevated terminal and often it also responded. A small spark gap was bridged 
by a bright spark when the lightning occurred in the neighbourhood. By holding the hands 
across the gap a shock was felt indicating the strength of the current passing between 
the ground and the insulated plate. As the storm receded the most interesting and valuable 
observation was made. It happened this way: the instrument was again adjusted so as 
to be more sensitive and to respond -readily to every discharge which was seen or heard. 
It did so for a while, when it stopped. It was thought that the lightning was now too far 
and it may have been about 50 miles away. All of a sudden the instrument bt:gan again 
to play, continuously increasing in strength, although the storm was moving away rapidly. 
After some time, the indications again ceased but half an hour later the instrument began 
to record again. When it once more ceased the adjustment was rendered more delicate, in 
fact very considerably so, still the instrument failed to respond, but half an hour or so 
it again began to play and now the spring was tightened on the relay very much and stil 
it indicated the discharges. By this time the storm had moved away far out of sight. Byl 
readjusting the instrument and setting it again so as to be very sensitive, after some time 
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it again began to play periodically. The storm was now at a distance greater than 200 miles 
at least. Later in the evening repeatedly the instrument played and ceased to play in inter
vals nearly of half an hour although most of the horizon was clear by that time. 

This was a wonderful and most interesting experience from the scientific point of 
view. It showed clearly the existence of stationary waves, for how could the observations 
be otherwise explained? How can these waves be stationary unless reflected and where 
can they be reflected from unless from the point where they started? It would be difficult 
to believe that they were re.fleeted from the opposite point of the Earth's surface, though 
it may be possible. But I rather think they are reflected from the point of the cloud where 
the conducting path began; in this case the point where the lightning struck the ground 
would be a nodal point. It is now certain that they can be produced with au oscillator 

(This is of immense importance) 

Measurement of inductance of oscillator secondary 36 1 /2 turns on tapering frame 
repeatedly referred to. The approximate dimensions and form of same are indicated in 

the sketch. On the base it was about 51 feet and the sides were inclined at an angle of 45°. 
The sides were formed of light lattice work notched for the reception of the wires. The 
first turn of the secondary began some distance from the ground so that the average turn 
was smaller than it ought to have been, judging from dimensions, that is nearly 145 feet. 
Nevertheless more wire was actually coiled up owing to the fact that there was some loss 
in the corners, and the wire not being perfectly straight added still further to the length 
so that 6 coils of wire were rolled up, their lengths being: lOOO+IOOO+ l005 + 1002+ 
+762+ 546=5315 feet total, No. 10 B. & S. wire. Deducting ends left gave very nearly 
5280 feet or a mile= 1610 meters approx. The wire was wound on by the help of a stand 
rolled on the floor and supporting the reel. The resistance of the wire was 5.55 ohms. 
The readings were as follows: 

U} 

~ 
motor E I 

2115 212 6.2 from this average r~6.17 } 
2100 211 6.16 values were £=211.33 
2120 211 6.16 w=883.42 

E 
- = 34.25 
I U} 

gives L=3826x104 cm. or 0.03826 henry. 
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With 40 turns placed at same distance we may take approximate inductance to be 
about 42X 10' cm. Note: It was before assumed Sx 107 but the turns were a trifte closer. 

Readings were taken today with the synchronous 8 pole motor to ascertain c..> as 
closely as possible for future measottJmeftts with following results : 

Time Speed Speed motor Speed 
generator (10 pole) reduced gen. 

5.35 1700 2155 1724 

5.40 1700 2165 1732 

5.50 1730 2160 1728 

6.10 1710 2150 1720 

6.20 1705 2170 1736 

6.25 1717 2150 1720 

Speed of generator on station wa.s taken by Mr. L . and on motor in exp. station by 
myself. The readings on generator were more liable to be underestimated. General results 
show that high values obtained on generator agree well with values obtained on motor. 
The latter can go a little faster without load. This l have observed with such motors before. 
Tho reason for this may be found in the fact that the generator fluctuates about a certain 
average value, a greater mome.ntum is impacted to the motor when the speed of the gene
rator is above than when below that value. This will result in the motor making a few 
more revolutions than would strictly follow from the average value. Or, the counter
-electromotive force is out of phase giving higher e.m.f. on motor then on generator, thus 
changing amount of positive or negative slip. Taking average from three evidently best 
readings we get on generator 1719, on motor 1722 which agrees fairly. Accordingly, with 
thU gmaator c..> will be generally 2nx 29x5= 911 or, for ordinary estimates w=900. 
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Colorado Springs 

July S, 1899 

From older notes : 

Consider generation of hydrogen for balloons in the ordinary way: 

From this: 

H =I} s =32 
0 =16 
Zn =65 

98 (H2SOJ+65 (Zn)=2H in lbs. Now weight of hydrogen 0.00561 lbs. per cubic foot. 
2 

for filling JO ft balloon we would want 523 x 3 =350 cu. feet hydrogen, namely capacity 

of 10 foot balloon would be 523 feet but it ought to be filled only to about 2/3. This quan
tity of hydrogen will weigh about 3SO x 0.00561=1.96 lbs. 

Result: We want 100 lbs H2S04 } 

65 .. Zn 
to fill balloon of 
only 10 feet diam. 

Now consjder and compare process which some years ago oocurred to me and which 
consists in decomposing a hydrocarbon as by an electric current heating a wire to incan· 
desoenoe. To get a rough idea take, for instance, a hydrocarbon of the general composition 
~H4 (not to speak of combinations richer still in hydrogen). In such a combination we 
have for the quantity of hydrogen contained in it an extremely small weight.. For instance, 

from { C -
12

} 28 units of wcigbt total we get 4 unity of weight hydrogen, much more 
H~ I 

than possible in former method. In case therefore a very small weight is essentially required 
this method is most excellent. Now as to electrolytic generation: I amp.-hour gives 37.3 mil-

37,300 x 2.2 
ligram of hydrogen, 1000 amp.-hours 

106 
lbs., 0.00561 lbs per cu. foot gives 

l.2cu. feet per 1000 amp.-hours! Ridiculously small! 

Colorado Springs 
July 6, 1899 

On a previous occasion the capacity of a coil was estimated by considering it as 
a series of parallel conductors and in this manner a tolerably close estimate was obtained. 
Applying this to the secondary of 40 turns we would have: 

C - · from a practical formula . wires 0 01206 . ( d - distance between } . 

log~ l r .. diameter of 
r 
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This gives C in microfarad per 1 km., according to the authority. Here the length 
of wire total is 5280 feet roughly or 5280 x 12 x 2.54=-160,934 cm. Taken as a pair of 

160,934 
conductors this would give length 

2 
80,467 cm. 

Now .!!_= 4.23 = 4230 = 33.3 
r 0.127 124 

d 
log -= 1.522444 

r 

from these data we would have per 1 km. in microfarad· 

IO" 
d = - = 4.23 cm. 

6 

0.1" 
r =--= 0.127 cm. 

2 

C = 
0

·
01206 

= 0.00792 mfd. per km. 
I 1.522444 

Now the length of the pair of parallel wires as supposed would be 80,467 cm. or 
0.80467 km. or for the secondary the capacity would be C= 0.80467xC1 x 2, double 
since both sides must be counted, or C = 0.00792 x 2 x 0.80467= 0.01584 x 0.80467 = 
= 0.012746 mfd. or 9 x IQS x O.OJ2746=1274.6 x 9= 11,47J.4 cm. Evidently this is not 
applicable, the capacity could be at the utmost 3000-4000 cm. judging from the vibration 
of the secondary. 

Colorado Springs 
July 7, 1899 

General conclusions arrived at after all these and previous experiences with electrical 
oscillators of this kind. It is important as a rule and sometimes imperative to overcome 
distributed capacity. In large machines it also becomes necessary to overcome the too 
great self-induction since it prevents obtaining a very high frequency which is generally of 
great advantage. The high e.m.f. being for the chief purposes aimed at - that is power 
transmission and transmission of intelligible messages to any point of the globe - es
sentially necessary, it is important to ascertain the best manner to obtain it. As has been 
already stated this result may be reached in two ways radically different - either by a high 
ratio ·of transformation or by resonant ri5e. For power transmission it seems that ultima
tely the former method must prevail, but where a small amount of energy is needed the 
latter method is unquestionably the better and simpler of the two. By placing the secon
dary in a very close inductive relation to the primary, the self-induction is diminished so 
that the self-induction in a highly economical machine of this kind would not seem to be 
an impediment in the way of obtaining a very high frequency, at least not one which 
could not be more or less overcome by scientific design of the machine. But the distributed 
capacity is a troublesome element in such a machine and all the more so as the e.m.f. 
increases. When the pressure reaches a few million volts almost all the energy is taken in 

65 



charging the condenser or capacity distributed along the wire. The difficulty becomes 
greater still when it is realized that in an economical machine the turns must be close 
together, which increases the drawbacks resulting from the distributed capacity. Now 
one way of reducing the internal capacity is to place between"the turns, and in series with 
them, condensers of proper capacity, but this is not always practicable. This will be later 
considered more in detail. By such means the full rise of pressure on the terminal or ter
minals of the secondary may be obtained, which is impossible with distributed capacity 
of any magnitude. Very often only a small rise at the terminals can be obtained as all 
the charge remains "inside". Now as to obtaining the required pressure by a resonant 
rise there are again two ways: either to place a secondary in loose connection to a primary 
thereby enabling the free vibration of the secondary to assert itself, or using a secondary 
in intimate connection with the primary and then raising the pressure by an additional 
coil - extra coil - or inductance not in inductive relation to the primary. The latter method 
I have found preferable when a very high e.m.f. is desired . More particularly for purposes 
of telegraphy to any point of the globe which is one of the objects, I conclude that : 1) ratio 
of transformation should be as large as practicable with reference to the preceding; 2) mag
nifying factor of coil as large as possible; 3) minimum internal capacity; 4) high self-in
duction in coil for sharp tuning. Experiences up to present indicate fl.at spiral form of coil 
in sections as best suitable. 

Rough estimate of period of vibration to be adopted with Westinghouse 
transformer 40,000 - 60,000 volts. 

Required: that only one turn of primary be used because of 1) high ratio of trans
formation to be attained and 2) facility of regulation with the Regulating coil brought from 
New York. Now the total output of W.E. Transformer will be, say, 50 H.P. (though the 
machine may be strained to many times that output). From this follows the number of 

1 
jars which it will be possible to use. We have 50 x 750=-X 60,0001 x 300 x C, assuming 

2 
now 150 cycles per second, a little more than is likely to be the case. From this follows 

75 x 103 75 
C = farad or in centimeters we would have the capacity 

36 x l08 x3xl02 36 x 3x107 

of condenser which the transformer will be able to charge wi ho:.it considering resonant 
conditions or other causes which may enable the transformer to charge many more jars 

9 x 7 5 x 1011 9 x 7 5 x l 0 4 

- C= C= 62,500 cm. total. Now taking the capacity 
108 x 107 108 

62,500 625 
of one jar as 0.003 mfd. or 2700 cm. this would give only = --=23 jars total, 

2700 27 
or in two series 46 jars on each side of primary. The capacity of new jars will be probably 
0.0025 and a correspondingly greater number may be takeu. With 40,000 volts we would 

36 
be able to take - x 23= nearly 52 jars total or 104 on each side. Assuming 60,000 volts 

16 
and say 48 of new jars on each side this would give capacity in the primary most suitable 
to the transformer 24 x 0.0025= 0.06 mfd. and the inductance of the primary being say 

27t / 7 x 104 12.874 
7 x 104 cm. The period T would be = 103 \) 109 X 0.06 = 106 and n= 77,660 per 

second. 
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Colorado Springs 

July 8, 1899 

Further conclusions relative to the best working conditions and constructional fea
tures of such oscillators derived from observations made in these and previous experiments. 
Beginning with the primary, the capacity should, as stated before, be best adapted to the 
generator which supplies the energy. This consideration is, however, of great importance 
only when the oscillator is a large machine and the object is to utilize the energy supplied 
from the source in the most economical manner. This is the case particularly when the 
oscillator is designed to take up the entire output of the generator, as may be in the present 
instance. But generally, when the oscillator is on a supply circuit distributing light and 
power the choice of capacity is unrestricted by such considerations. In most cases the 
advantages secured by using a very high frequency are so pronounced that the primary 
circuit will have to be desigrned with this feature in view. The resistance of the primary 
circuit should be in any event as small as it is practicable to make it. I also think that 
generally, the inductance should be as small as practicable for that frequency which is 
supposed to be arbitrarily selected beforehand. When, however, the break number is com
paratively small, that is, much smaller than the number of free vibrations, it is of great 
advantage to have the inductance great in order to give a greater momentum to the circuit 
and to thus enable it to vibrate longer after each break. But if the break number is of 
a frequency comparable with that of the free vibrations, the inductance should be as small 
as possible for however small it be, the circuit will generally vibrate long enough. One 
more reason why the inductance should not be large in such a case is that, in the primary, 

it is unnecessary to raise the pressure by making p L very large. Necessarily this factor 
R 

will be large in a well designed circuit, but should be so chiefly owing to an extremely 
small resistance and not owing to a high self-induction. By making the inductance smaller 
a greater capacity may be used and this will give a greater output, a feature which is some
times of importance. Of course, as the capacity becomes large the difficulties in the make 
and break device increase, but with a properly designed mercury break these difficulties 
are in large measure overcome. I conclude from the above facts that the best way to con
struct a primary in such a machine is to use thin sheet of copper or at any rate a stranded 
cable. I have settled upon using copper sheet in the smaller machines since long ago, this 
giving the best result. By using sheet a very small inductance is obtained and more length 

of conductor can be wound on for same frequency, at the ~ame time the opportunity for 
radiation is excellent and the construction is simple and cheap. For the same section 
sheets heat much less than cable and the difference in this respect is so marked that I have 
been tempted to believe that there is a special reason for it, not yet satisfactorily explained. 
Tlte actual length of the primary conductor, relative to that length which is obtained by 
dividing the velocity of light by 2n, n being the number of vibrations of the primary per 
second - is of little importance since the primary is generally but a very small fraction 
of that length, but I believe to have observed that it is preferable, in a slight degree, to 
make the conductor of such a length that, if I be this length and n the frequency, 2 Kn/ 
should = v, the velocity of light, and K should be a whole number and not a fraction. 
At least this seems to hold good in circuits made very long, expressly for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether there is truth in this idea which was arrived at by considering the 
ideal conditions of such a vibrating circuit. In this abstract case I should be rigorously 
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equal to that half wave length which is obtained by computation from the velocity of light. 
In practice it is invariably observed that l is smaller and K is not as it should be = I but 
is often a large number, this simply following from the fact that the velocity of propagation 
in a circuit with considerable inductance and capacity is generally much smaller than 
that of light and often considerably smaller. It is to be stated that for a number of reasons 
it is of advantage, whatever be the actual length of the primary conductor, to arrange it 
so that it is symmetrical with respect to the condenser and the make-and-break device, 
one of the chief objects being to secure the maximum difference of potential on the termi
nals of the condenser. This consideration leads to the adoption of at least two condensers 
in series, the primary generally joining the outer coatings while the inner ones are bridged 
by the break device. 

Coming now to the secondary quite different considerations apply. First, we must 
decide whether the secondary high electromotive force is to be obtained exclusively or 
entirely by transformation as in the commercial transformers with iron core, or not. 
In the first case obviously similar rules of economic design as followed in ordinary trans
formers wiJI have to be respected. The secondary will have to be placed in the closest 
possible inductive relation to the primary and this will give an economical machine and 
one of relatively high frequency, since the inductances of the circuits by mutual reaction 
will be considerably reduced. But it is at once seen, that in a machine as here chiefly con
sidered for the purposes followed from the outset, the connection between the primary 
and secondary can never be as close as in ordinary transformers, and the connection must 
be all the less intimate as the pressure on the secondary is increased since the wires must 
necessarily be placed at a greater distance from each other. From this it follows that in 
such a machine the free vibration of the secondary can never be quite ignored even if the 
electromotive force is not extraordinarily high. Now directly as the free vibration of the 
secondary becomes an important element to consider in the design, the careful adjustment 

becomes obviously imperative. It goes without saying that p: should be as large as pos

sible in all cases where resonant rise is one of the objects. But here is where we find in 
practice, and particularly in a large machine, difficulties not easily overcome. Both the 
inductance and capacity grow rapidly as turns are added, so much so that very soon it 
is found the secondary period becomes longer than that of the primary. The chief draw
back is, as has been already pointed out, the distributed capacity but also the inductance 
though in a lesser degree. While the inductance in a certain sence has a great redeeming 
feature and is ne.cessary, yet it stands in the way of obtaining a very high frequency 
in a large machine. To get a high electromotive force we must have many turns or 
turns of great length and this means great inductance and this again entails the draw
backs of slow vibration. Thus, in a large machine we encounter those difficulties which 
meet us in the design of too large a bridge, for instance, difficulties which are based on 
the very properties of matter and seemingly insuperable. Make a wire rope of twice the 
section and it will not be able to carry a longer piece of its own, since the weight is increased 
in the same proportion as the section and the strain per unit of the latter remains the same. 
Fortunately for us in electrical machinery, of this kind at least, this limit is immensely 
remote owing to the wonderful properties of this agent. Still the difficulties encountered 
on account of the capacity and inductance, and equally on account of the insulation are 
such as will require great deal of persistent effort to be effectively done away with in these 
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oscillators, if the results aimed at are to be achieved in a thoro\lghly practical manner. 
Much attention will be devoted to this part of the problem in. perfecting the machines 
which are necessary for the successful carrying out of the projects of transmitting power 
as well as effecting communication with any point irrespective of distance. But the ma
chines for these two purposes will necessarily differ in design, since in one case - the 
first - a great amount of energy is imperative, while in the other only a high electromotive 
force and immen~e rate of momentary energy delivery is required. The two most promising 
lines of development are evidently these two: either to obtain the necessary electromotive 
force in a secondary alone, or in an· extra inductance, not affected inductively by the 
primary or even by the secondary but merely excited by the latter, the rise of pressure 
being due to a great magnifying factor. The latter method has been found to be by far 
the best when a high e.m.f. but not a great amount or'energy is required and there is scar
cely any limit to the maximum pressure so producible. But it does not seem to me as though 
this method should be applied in power transmission contemplated, but this will be decided 
in the future. 

Recognizing in the distributed capacity the chief drawback, I have since long thought 
on ways of overcoming it and the best seems to be so far, to make the secondary in sections 
of the determined length and to join them all in series through condensers of the proper 
capacity. By this means the greatest possible length of conductor may be utilized by a 
given frequency and placed in good inductive connection with the primary. Theoretically 
it is possible to entirely do away with the effect of distributed capacity in this manner 
and to use an excessively large inductance and consequently a large magnifying factor 
as well as magnifying transformation ratio. The wave length in sueh a theoretical case 
will be then exactly that which follows ,from the velocity of propagation of light. 

Various arrangements experimented with for the purpose of studying effect 
of diminhhed inductance of secondary. 

2. 3. '· 1. 

In Diagram I. one part of the secondary was used as primary, this part being shunted 
by the primary condenser; in 2. a few turns of the secondary, those remote from the pri
mary, were wound opposite; in 3. a series of condensers capable of standing the entire 
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pressure of the secondary were used to shunt the same; in 4. a larger part of secondary 
inductance was counteracted by a condenser; in 5. the entire secondary inductance was 
counteracted by a condenser ; in 6. the inductance of the secondary was reducea by placing 

7. 

~. 
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the turns far apart; in 7. inductance was counteracted by a series of condensers inserted 
between the turns and also distributed capacity was reduced and in 8. (not shown) static 
screeening was resorted to. 

Colorado Springs 
July 9, 1899 

To ascertain to what extent the di.stributed capacity of secondary wire No. 10 was 
responsible for the small spark length obtained on the free terminal and to further study 
this capacity effect, wire No. 3 l is to be wound on the secondary frame. For these experi
ments the present transformer brought from New York is to be used - which can charge 
jl,!Jt 3~out 16 jars, as now operated, on each side of the primary, this giving primary ca
·pacity = 8 jars or Sx0.003=0.024 mfd. Since L with connections (I primary tum) is 

7 x I 04 7 
L -

9 
= - henry, the period of the system to be adopted for new experimental 

10 10s 
coil of this wire will be: 

70 

v 168 - 12.9 

68 :2 

2400 : 24 
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6.28 x 13 82 
or T approx. - ---.. -

107 107 

This would give n= I0,000,000 : 82= 122,000 per second. 

180 

160 

From this again we get>..= 186 : 122= 1.524 miles, or length of secondary roughly = 
A. 

= "4 = 0.38 miles or wire length =c 2000 feet approx. When two primary turns in 

series arc to be used we shall have ~ or length of wire = 4000 feet. 
4 

This to follow up. 

The effects of distributed capacity in some experiments with the secondaries consti
tuted of wire No. 10 (or C-Ord) were so striking that it seemed worth while to carry on some 
investigations with very thin wire and consequently very small capacity in the secondary. 
It was decided to use wire No. 31 in these experiments. Tho diameter of this wire was 

I 
only - of that of wire or cord No. 10 hence the capacity of the new secondary. 

11.4 
I 

assuming all other things to remain the same, would be only -- of the capacity of the 
11.4 

old secondary. Tho capacity of the new coil would be, however, ~uoed or increased in 
proportion to lhc length of the new wire relatively to the old and would bo furthermore 
regulated by the distance of the turns. It was resolved to adopt 122,000 per second (sec 
note before) in the primary as compared with 21,000 per second with the old socondary 
which was obtained with 15 jars on each side of the primary. For this vibration (122,000) 
the length of the new secondary should be about 2000 feet, this being the length of a quarter 
wave. Calling now the distance botwee.n the turns of the new coil d, its capacity as compared 
with that of old secondary of a length of 5280 feet would be: 

I 20 d 
C, = -- x - x - C, C being capacity of old secondary and d1 the distance of 

11.4 53 d, 

turns in same. We may call :!_=D a number which will modify the capacity according 
d, 

I 
to the distanoc of the turns, and we then have the capacity of tho new coil C1 =-- X 

I J.4 
20 

x 
53 

x DC. Now L being the inductance of old coil and L 1 that of the new, we have, 

disregarding effect of the smaller diameter of wire for the present. L 1 = G:r DL for 

the inductance will evidently be changed in accordance with the same number D. This 
relation follows from the fact that 2000 feet of new secondary with 143 feet average length 

. 2000 
of tum give 

143 
= 14 turns or nearly so, and there were 36 turns in old secondary, the 

length being preserved the same in both coils. From this it follows that the new system 
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will vibrate with a period T= ? which will be 
1( 1~)2 w--;- times· the period of v 36, 53 )( 11.4 

14 Jin the old system, or - D - or 0.07 D times. From this we may calculate D. 
36 30 

1bc old primary system was 21,000 per second, the new 122,000 per socond, hence 
we have 0.07 D x 21,000= 122,000 or D= 83. This means to say that without any additional 

capacity on the free terminal the turns would have to be put :lt a distance only ~ that 
83 

of the former secondary. This would not be realizable because the sparks would pass 
between the turns. Capacity must be, therefore, added on the free terminal. Calling this 

capacity c and the old c. the total capacity on the new coil would be C'= 
20 

DC +c 
11.4 x SJ 

and the inductance would be L' 1= L1= (;:rDL. Hence, for estimating D and ewe have 

the equation: 

I. 2w~(l4)2D38xl06(20 x l200D ) I 
122 x 103 

- lOl 36 109 11.4 x 53 + c 9 x 105 

L - 38 x 10'} old 

C - 1200 coil 

1 14 VD(40D+c) or 108 x 10• -vD(40D+c) 
122 x 21t 36 x 3 x 104 3416 Tt 

11 ,664 x 107 

Taking here now D= l we get approx: 
1166 

x 
10

, 10.000=(40+ c) or c= roughly 

10,000 cm. for same distance of wires in new wil as in old. 

It was of interest to determine the period of tho combined primary and secondary 
system of the experimental oscillator and the following method was adopted. A coil wound 
with thin wire, turns separated by a string to n:duai distributed capacity, was placed at 
a distance of a few feet from the vibrating system and 10 that it was about equally affected 
by the primary and secondary. One end of the coil was connected to earth and the other 
end was left free. Ao idea was already obtained beforehand as to the frequency which 
was likely to be found but more wire was wound on the coil to enable the adjustment 
to be effected by taking off turns. Turns were then taken from the lower end of the coil 
antit: a maximum of spark length from free terminal wa.s obtained. The coil then gave 
a spark S" long. This took place when there were 1140 feet of wire on the coil, this length 

. {res. of coil 38.4 ohms 
being found by measurement of resistance 

res. of 12 feet 0 .405 ohms 

Neglecting the capacity of the coil this length should be =~ or the quarter of a wave 
4 

length. Of course. it was less but it was surmised that it would not be very much less. The 
total length of wave was then ).=4560 feet From this would follow 

186,000 x 5280 
n 

4560 
215,370 per second. 
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Now the capacity in tbe primary circu~t was ten new jars oo each side, this making 

a five jars total or 5 x 0.002S= 0.0125 mfd. or 
125 

mfd. From this the ..... riod of the system 104 _.. 

ought to havo been 

T-.3:!:._ vl25 L (t - M1) 
JO> 104 NL 

N = inductance of secondary 
L = inductanoe of primary 
M= mutual inductance 

M1 
But on a previous occasion I - - was found to be nearly 0.6 so that 

NL 
2 TC / 125 . 7 i:-
103 

\j 
104 

x 0.6 x L Taking now L - 7 x 104 cm. or 
10

, henry we have 

2 TC / 125 6 7 2 TC 

T- 103 \j 104 x 10 x 10' - J()I y 42 x 125-

2 'It . JStti'iso 72.46 x 2 1t 455 - - v J1.Jv- - - approx. 
I ()I l ()I 1 ()I 

10• 
and from this would follow n1--= 219,800 per second. This is fairly close within 

4SS 
the limjts of ordinary errors of measurement and observation. 

On tho bases of above estimate of n, we may also determine the inductance of primary 
cables or cablo u modified by tho influence of the socondary since ~ have tho equation 

1 2 TC ~ hfob . L' ( 104 )
2 

I 1()1 I 
215,370 - 10' '\J JOi L w gives - 21,537 x 2 'It x 125 - 185,537 x 105 x 125 

L' ___ _ I_oa _ _ _ 
2319 x 104 x 10' 

109 101 

henry or - - --.C3,120 an. 
23,190 23,190 2319 

This is not far from the truth sinoo 

7 x lO' x 0.6= 70,000x 0.6=.Cl,000 an. 

Estimate of capacity of a large coil (secondary) by Lord Kelvin's fonnula for coo.
KS 

centric cable, to see how far it is applicable to a coil. Kelvin gives C= , . Herc S 
r 

4Ttrlog -
r 

is the surface of .in.Der copper conductor, r' radioi of inaido bolo of conductor outside 
of cable, r radius of copper conductor inside (Diag. I.). Assuming now a cablo wound up 
having n turns at a dista.nc:c d, each tum may be considend as having a conductor on either 
side at djstanoe d. If wo draw a circle of radius d aro-
und tho conductor and imagine the innor surfacic con
ducting, we have the capacity of aucb. a system aoc:or
ding to abovo formula. Now in the case of a coil of 
this idoal surf aoo we utilize only a small part which is 
approximately, when d ia vory largo oomparcd to 

2r'lt r 
r --- -, 2TCd d • 
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Now if there are n turns there will be (n-l) such systems as illustrated in Diagram 2. 
Taking air as insulation and neglecting the effect of the small thickness of other dielectric, 

S1 r 
we would then have the total capacity: C1 = d X (n-1) X d. Now S1 =27trl, I 

4 7tr log-
r 

being the length of one turn. The values calculated out in this particular case of a secondary 
of 37 turns (36 l /2+connecting wires= approx. 37 turns) are as follows: 

n=31 Substituting these values we have: 

S1=3600 sq.cm. c, = 3600 x 36 ... 9 x 3600 
4 7t x l.S25 x 4.2 7t x 1.525 x 4.2 

r = 0.125 cm. 32,400 ---------= 
d= 4.2 cm. 3. 1416 x 1.525 x 4.2 

K=l 
32,400 32,400 

4.791 x 4.2 20. 12 

I = 143 fcet=4360 cm. C . I 32,400 1620 
1 - approximate y = - cm. 

20 
d 
- -33.5, 
r 

d 
log-- 1.525045 

r 

This is not far from the value found . It shows that an approximate estimate may be made 
in this manner. 

Colorado Springs 
July I 0, 1899 

The following consideration conveys an idea of the drawbacks of distributed capa
city In the secondary. Suppose the total capacity of 12 such large turns would be 1200 cm. 
as may be frequently the case, or 100 cm. per one turn and now let us ask to what potential 
this condenser may be charged - assuming further the energy to be carried away for 
the performance of work - by expending 1 H.P. In this case we would havt> 

l000P2 

9 
x 

1011 
x 

2 
2n=750 watts. Herc P is the potential, n the number of vibrations per 

second. - ~. 

In our case n may be 20,000 and then we may put 

750 = 40,000 x JOOO pi 
9 x l011 x 2 

2 pl 

9 x 104 
or 

P 2 = 9 x IQ• x 750 = 9 x 104 x 375 = 3375 x 10" or 
2 

P = I 00 v'3375 =nearly 5800 volts. 

This shows that by only charging the internal capacity to the insignificant pressure 
of 5800 volts we would have to expend 1 H.P. Of course, normally the power is small 
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although the•capacity is charged up to a much higher potential, but t.he co~ideration 
shows why with a large distributed capacity a very high pressure can not be obtained. on 
the free terminal. All the electrical movement set up in the coil is taken up to fill the con
denser and little appears on the free end. This drawback increases, of course, with the 
frequency and still more with the e.m.f. 

In aocordanoe with the preceding, an experimental coil of No. 31 wire (No. 30 not 
being on hand) was wound on the secondary frame. In the first experiment 14 1 /2 turns 
were coiled up. The results were disappoi.nting and for some time mystifying. Th<: induced 
e.m.f. ought to have been 14 l /2 times the primary less 40% of total as before stated, but 
it did not seem so. Finally it was recognized that, as the capacity of the new secondary 
was very small, the free vibration of the coil was very high hence no good result could be 
obtained. The capacity in the primary was now reduced until to all evidence resonance 
was obtained, but the results were much inferior to what might have been expected. pro-

bably because pL was small owing to large resistance. One of the reasons was, however, 
R 

that the capacity in the primary was too small to allow a considerable amount of energy 
to be transmitted upon the secondary. To better the conditions, one of the balls of 30" 
diam. was connected to the free terminal ; this allowed a greater number of jars in the 
primary to be used but the capacity of 38.1 cm. was by far too small to secure the best 
condition of working. The resonating condition in secondary was secured with approxi
mately 7 jars on each side of the primary and when the ball was connected with about 
14 jars. 

The capacity of the secondary was estimated to be 40cm. and the inductance approx 

15 
J5 x 10' cm.= - henry. 

1()3 

Note: In these estimates I consider not the actual distributed capacity, but an ideal 
capacity associated with the coil 

This gave period of sec-0ndary roughly: 

4.9 X 7t 15.4 
or about 

1 
---=T. ----

3 )( 106 3 x 106 195 x 103 

From this n= 195,000 per second. This vibration was far above that of the primary 
circuit working under favorable conditions, that is with the full number of jars. As the 
thin secondary did not yield any satisfactory results a coil was now associated with it. 
It was one used in some experiments before, having 260 turns of cord No. 10 (okonite) 
wound on a drum 2 feet in diam. and 6 feet long. The total length of wire was 1560 feet 
and the capacity of the coil (as above) 1530 cm. This coil was connected to the free terminal 
of the secondary and the free end of the coil was placed vertically on the top of the same 
and in the prolongation of its uis. Fairly good resonant rise was obtained on the free 
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end. the streamers being 2 1 /2-3 feet long. The primary circuit had 9 jars on each side. 
this giving 4.5x 0.003= 0.0135 mfd. primaay capacity and as the inductance of the primary 

7 x l0' 2n: 
wu IO' H the period of the primary was about IO' and n= l60,000 per second. 

). 1.16 . 
Aocording to this 4 should have been about 4 mdes or ISJI feet. Assuming 

the coil and the secondary of 14 l /2 turns vibrated together as one, >. would have been 

4 (2000+ l 560)= 4 x 3560 feet and ~:s3S<JO feet. But the experiment disprowd this and aho-
4 

). 
wed clearly that tho coil va'brated alone. the secondary merely exciting it. since tho "4 on pri-

mary bases was I 531 feet. while the spool had 1 S60 feet, very nearly the same. For best results 
secondary should have bcco tuned to tho same period as that of the coil. Conclusion of 
uperimmta wilh thin wlra was: results must be inferior as free vibration is important. 

In using wire No. 30 in the experiments proposed instead of wire No. 10 in tho 
present secondary, wo aball have to consider tho following: the largest number of jars 
would be J S4 on each side of the primary md with OM primary turn which it is advanta
goous to use on account of faci.li(y of adjustment. We would &Ave, as beforo found, 

n= 43,SOO approx. Thus Cp } primary capacity and 
Lp inductance a.re flud. 

The wave length will bo: 

186
•
000 

-4.2 miles of ~-1 mile roughly. 
43,500 4 

Now No. 30 wire bas diam. 0.01 } 
,, 10 " ., 0.1 

Suppose the same number of turns u 

bcf orc, wound on the secondary frame and plaoed at twioe the distance, the distributed 
. . 1 I I . 

capaaty w1U be not far from - x - or - of that of the old secondary. The mductance 
2 10 20 

of the new coil - neglecting effect of small diameter of No. 30 wire - will be ODD half 

of the old, hence the new system will vibrato .J1.0x 2 .... ../40= 6.3timesquickertba.Dthc 
old ~ndary system. Since the old system vibrated 21,000 per sec. the new will vibrate 
6.3 times that or 132,000 times per socond, this number being = n. We should now, for 
the best suitable conditions. make the new system vtl>rate only about 1 /3 that number 
since this would be approximately tho vibration of the primary system, as above stated. 
Now taking the capacity of the old secondary 11;00 cm.. that of the new would be only 
1200 . w=60 cm. ; we would have, therefore, to briq the pitch down to make the capaaty 

9 times as large or 9 x 60=540 cm. or we would have to put about 480 cm. on the free 
terminal of the new coil. 

Further consideration in using a new secondary of No. 30 wire. The length of I mile 

of this wire will have a resistance on the basis of9.7 feet per ohm from tables 
5280 

= 544 
9.7 

76 



ohros approx. To p:t a rough idea of how tho coll might work suppose that on the primary 
there would bo 40,000 volts and that there were 36 turns or secondary, then there would 
bo theordically an e.m.f. on the tenniula of secondary 40,000x 36,..,. 1,....0,000 volts and, 
deducting with rcfereooc to mutual inducta.oce 409/., we would have 1,444,000x 0.6 = 
= 864,000 volts impressed or induced e.m.r. Suppoae now we bad a capacity of 480 cm. 
on tho free t«minal as before estimated., the charge stored in this condeo.sc£ would be: 

Coulombs } 864,000 x 480 one char and there ........ 
or : 9 x 1ou per F ~ 

amp. - soc. -43.SOO x 2= 87,000 charges per second and ta.king a theoretical case we 

tlld ha 864,000 x 480 x 87,000 86 )( 87 x 48 4 . nead Tbe . the 
wo . ve 9 x 1011 = 9 x 104 === amp. y. current m 

socondary would be quite large for the small section or the wire. Suppose 
SO H.P., apended we may say roughly: E.i.= 50 x 1S0=31,SOO watts. With the 
above pressure we would have: 864,000 x l,= 37,SOO or it=0.043 amp. only. In this 

432 1849 x S44 
case the energy lost per ICCOOd would be S44 x 

1 
O' = 

1 
O' 1 watt apptoi. 

The loas in this case, in spite of the gcat amount of energy transformed, 
would bo ridiculously small owing to the great e.m.f. despite comparatively high resistance 
of the secondary. But dlia only seems so, for S44 ohms would be extremely 1mall resistance 
for such e.m.f. The theon!ticaJ cue above comiderod is lwdly realizable. it would "'Clui.re 
an immense amount of energy. 

Additional coil used before in some experiments. also in trials with a secondary 

of Na. 31 wire. 

AppToxlmate wmctmroe of coil 

Data: diam. 2 fcet=24" = 61 cm..=d 

7t 1r 
Area- - d 2 - - x 3721 - 2922 sq.cm. 

4 4 

leogtb 71"=71 x 2.S4- approx. 180 cm. 

F 
L:. L <4nN2A 12 57 

2602 x 2922 
rom t~ - - • x----

1 180 
N - 260 tums, this gives 

L= ll.925,000 ca. appru..=0.0139 H 

I 
Period of primary was before found 6 o• • bcrlwa 

I x I 
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From this a rough idea of the capacity of the coil may be had, resonance being observed 
l 

when the primary had T as above. From above equation we find 
16 x 104 

10 
C=----

142,336 
mfd. or m cm. 

C= 9 x 105 x IO= 9 x 106 = 63.2 cm. 
142,336 142,336 

This is a much smaller value than would be expected from previous approximate estimates. 
The correctness of the value found depends, among other things, chiefly on the correct 
determination of the period, for resonance might have been also obtained with a lower 
or upper harmonic, but this is not very likely to be the case as the vibration was very 
intense. There were approximately 5000 volts on primary turn. Resistance of coil was 
1.56 ohm. From this w= 2n: x l6 x l04= 1,004,800 or 106 approx; wL=0.0I4x!06= 

w L 14,000 
= 14,000, 

R 1.56 
8910 as factor for magnifying e.m.f. impressed; very large. 

Colorado Springs 
July 11, 1899 

Some considerations on the use of "extra coils". As has been already pointed out 
an excellent way of obtaining excessive electromotive forces and great spark lengths is 
to pass the current from a terminal of an oscillating source into such a coil, properly con
structed and proportioned, and having preferably a conducting body - best a sphere -
connected to the free terminal. In free air the highest economy is obtained with a well 
polished sphere, but for the greatest spark length - if this be the chief object - no capacity 
on the free terminal should be used, but all the wire should be carefully insulated so that 
streamers can not form except on the very end of the wire which as a rule should be pointed. 
This, however, is not always true. When the apparatus delivers a notable amount of energy 
the curvature of the end of wire or terminal attached to it should be such that the streamer 
breaks out only when the pressure at the terminal is near the maximum. Otherwise, very 
often, when a finely pointed terminal is employed the streamer begins to break out already 
at a time when the e.m.f. bas a small value and this reduces, of course, the spark length 
and power of the discharge. By careful experimentation and selection of terminal the most 
powerful spark display is easily secured which the particular apparatus used is capable 
of giving. When the conditions are such that for the most powerful discharge a terminal 
of some, relatively small, curvature js needed, the curvature of the terminal can be before
hand calculated so that the discharge will break out at any point of the wave desired, 
when the e.m.f. at the terminal has reached any predetermined value. The greater the 
curvature of the terminal the smaller an electromotjve force is required to enable the 
discharge to break out into the air. In fact, the curvature of the terminal may serve as 
an indication of the value of the e.m.f. the apparatus is developing and it is often conve-

78 



nient to determine the e.m.f. approximateiy by observing how iarge a sphere will just pre
vent the streamers from breaking out, and for such purposes I have found it useful to 
provide the laboratory with such metallic spheres of different sizes up to 30" diam. It is 
of course necessary to guard in such experiments against errors which might be caused 
by any modification of the constants of the vibrating circuit through the addition to the 
system of a body of some capacity. The latter should be such as to insure the maximum 
rise of the pressure. With apparatus of inadequate power the pressure may be very much 
diminished by the addition of capacity merely because there is not enough energy available 
to charge the same to the full pressure. It is a notable observation that these "extra coils" 
with one of the terminals free, enable the obtainment of practically any e.m.f. the limits 
being so far remote, that I would not hesitate in undertaking to produce sparks of thousands 
of feet in length in this manner. Owing to this feature I expect that this method of raising 
the e.m.f. with an open coil will be recognized later as a material and beautiful advance 
in the art. No such pressures - even in the remotest degree, can be obtained with resona
ting circuits otherwise constituted with two terminals forming a closed path. It is also a 
fact that the highest pressure, at a free terminal, is obtained in that form of such apparatus 
in which one of the terminals is connected to the ground. But such "extra coils" with one 
terminal free may also be used with ordinary transformers and by using one such coil 
on each of the terminals of the transformer, practically any spark length may be reached. 
Of course, it is desirable that the frequency of the currents should be high, as with the 
common frequencies of supply circuits the lengths of the wires in the coils become too great. 
In the diagrams below the two typical arrangements with such an "extra coil" or coils 
are illustrated in which Diagram 1. illustrates their use with an ordinary transformer, 
which may have an iron core or not, and Diagram 2. shows typically the connection as 

PRIMARY 
OF 

iRANSFOR 

SECONDARY 
-OF 

TRANSFORMER 

EXTRA COIL 

2. 
____/~ 

EXTRA COIL 

PRIMARY 

I use it in my "single terminal" induction coil. As has been stated on a previous occasion 
in connection with this subject, to enable a considerable rise of pressure to take place 
in a circuit, the same must be tolerably free from inductive influences of other circuits. 
It follows from this that, although with a secondary in loose connection with a primary 
a very high pressure is obtainable, yet the pressure will never be as high as when an "extra 
coil" not in inductive connection with the primary is employed to raise the pressure, because 
the secondary always reacts upon the primary thus dampening the vibration, while the 
"extra coil" does not react in such a manner, the rise of pressure being simply due to the 

factor pL 
R 
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The object of the considerations which follow is to establish simple rclatio'os between 
tbc quantities which arc known or adopted beforehand, so as to enable the experimenter 
to construct such coils without previous trials. 

Calling Eo the impressed e.m.f. and Ethe pressure IDCUURld with reference to the 
f.n:e terminal - that is the maximum pressure, p the prod.act 2mt u ~ L tho induct•Da) 

of the "extra coil" and R its resistance, we have the known relation E= pL Eo. Obviously 
R 

the maximum rise will take place wbc:n the period of the excited systom or .. extra coil" 
is the same as that of the oscillating system impressing the movemertt, for although the 
results obtained with a lower or upper bannortic, and particularly the former, may be 
aometimes so remarkable, as to be mistaken for effects of the true vibration. tb.oy are 
~ always inferior, and I as a rule try the 1int upper and undertones to be sme 
of the rc:sult. when there exists any doubt iD thia nsspoct. In ordiaary practic:o tho tint 
clement which is given will be the frequency, beDce the wave length must be assumed 
as the first fixed quantity. But as has been already teated on another occasion, in an ap
paratus daigned to give the be.rt ravlt the actual lcmg1h of the wn ahouJd be that which 
is obtained on the basil of .a velocity of propqation r equal to that of light. I have already 
remarked. before that this is gcncrally not true, tho actual length of wire bei08 always 
amallel' than the theoretical length? and 1 propose to put toptber data dcrivod from many 
experiments with coils wound with different wires and varying in size, from which it will 
be poaiolo to alwa15 obtain, bcfon:iband., with any partic:ular wire. i.osulation and ai1.IO of 
coil etc. the leQgth required - by multiplying tho theoretical lcaadi with a ooefficicmt 
~t on tbc9o and other particulan of tbil kind, diffenmt ia special cues. Such 
coefficients will be cmtainly meCul to tho pnctitiODDl'L The dlia(' element cldismiD.iq 
the length of the wire is the distributed capacity and I aball presently suppose, that by 
proper design it is so n:id\K'ed, that the length of wiie is w:ry nearly equal to the theoretical 
lcngth. or tho length of one quarter of tho waw as computl'ld from tho vaodty of light. In 
this case then. if I be the length of wile in the .. extra coil0

, and l. this waw length. the leqth 
). 11 

of the wire will bo such that I=- . Now since l.= -, wlMn n is tho f rcquency and 
4 " p 11 2nr 

furthermore n=- , we ha~>.=- or=--=l. 1bis is the simplest cue. The 
27t .!!._ p 

2n 
period of the exciting as well as the cxcitl'ld system will be T = 2 n .../LC 

where C is the capacity in farad } of each of the 
and L the inductance in henry .,extra coils" 

I 1 p 
or n- - - --; 

T 2n:.../LC 21i 

I I 
or p --- or LC--

.JLC p2 

This condition, as is well known. must be fulfilled, whatever be the length of the 
wire, to enable the maximum rise of pressure to take place, and also, p must be the same 
number for both systems, obviously. Now evidently in designing the apparatm, in any 
case, the cxpcrimeoter will know approximately what e..m..f. be would wish to aecure. 
and consequently be will have an idea bow much difference of pressure he will have between 
the turns. and this will give him again an idea bow he must place the windings most ad-
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vantageously. He will furthermore recognize at once that the simplest form of such a coil, 
and also the cheapest, will be one with one single layer. and, settling upon this form, he 
will get an approximate estimate as to the diameter of the coil to be adopted. This will, 
of course, depend much on the kind of wire he uses and particularly on the insulation, 
since the better the insulation the closer will be two points of the coil between which there 
will exist a certain maximum pressure. Granted now the diameter of the coil to be construc
ted is settled upon, it will be at once seen that, assuming turns are wound on until reso
nance is obtained, the inductance of the coil and the capacity of the same will vary in the 
like manner. If more turns are wound on the drum their number will be proportionate 
to the length of the coil, therefore to the length of the wire, and the inductance will be 
proportionate - on the one hand, to the square of the turns or respectively to the square 
of the length of the wire, and on the other hand, it will be inversely proportionate to the 
length of the coil. Inasmuch as this length is likewise proportionate to the length of the 

wire, the inductance, on the whole, will be proportionate to the ratio !_ or to /, that is 
I 

to say, the inductance of the coil, as more turns are wound on, will grow as the length 
of the wire. And so wilI also, and obviously, the distributed capacity. And furthermore, 
and for the same reasons, under the conditions considered, both the capacity and theindu~ 
tance of the coil will vary inversely as the distance of the turns which I shall designate, -r. 
This is clear since, as far as the inductance of the coil is· concerned, the number of turns 
will be inversely as -r, and the length of the coil directly as -r, hence the inductance will 
be inversely as -r; and, as regards the distributed capacity, it will be, of course, iave¥Sely 
proportionate to -r. Hence we can express both the unknown quantities L and C1 (distri
buted capacity) in terms of I and ·r. But jt should be remembered that in the equation 

I 
LC=- , C is capacity associated with the coil on the free terminal and not the distribnted p2 
capacity. In case, therefore, we should make the capacity on the free terminal ver;y: large 
in comparison with the distributed capacity of the coil, or if capacity be associated with 
the coil in other ways, as by shunting the coil with a condenser as in sketch 3. - or in 
any other way, but so that the distributed capacity may be neglected, then the design of 
the coil is much simplified, for then one of the constants, preferably C, can be adopted 
beforehand and the other constant calculated. It will be in such case better to adopt first 
a capacity, because it is easy to get an idea of what kind of condenser to use when the 

3. 

SECONDARY 

CONDENSERS WITH 
SlANDING GREAl 

PRESSURE 

EXTRA COIL 

pressure of the_ terminals of the coil is approxi,mately known. A practical way is, someti m.esr 
to adopt a construction before suggested, securing a negligible internal capacity, consisting 
of the placing of condensers in series with the turns of the coil, and then merely calculating: 
one of the constants, assuming first a value for the other constant, whichever is the more 

6 81 



convenient of the two. l have also found it practicable in some cases to avail myself of 
some methods of toning allowing exact observations as to the rise of . pressure in the 
excited circuit, and to tune a small number of turns first to a much higher liarmoruc and, 
after completing this adjustment, to calculate the dimensions of the coil for the funda
mental vibrations from the experimental data secured. But in most cases such resources 
arc not readily available and an approximate idea must be gained in other ways. There 
arc a number of different considerations which, when followed out in connection with 
the preceding, will lead to the establishment of simple relations between the quantities 
primarily adopted and wiU enable an experimenter to construct such a coil to suit source, 
without previous experim~nt and some of these I propose to consider on other occasions. 
Presently I sha11 indicate a way which, in some cases to which the calculated data were 
applied, has given satisfactory results. 

1 
The ideal capacity C which should satisfy the equation LC= - is always a function 

p2 
of the distributed capacity C1 and furthermore a linear function, so that C=K1C1, where 
K, is a constant, the value of which is to be deducted from the results of many varied 
experimen~ carried on to this end. But this capacity C, is, as has been found in many ex
periments with coils of widely different dimensions, directly pro~i'tionate to the length 
of wire and to the diameter of the same and furthermore to the· diameter of the drum. 
The latter will be understood when it is considered that the greater the diameter of the 
drum tbe greater is the potential difference between the turns and, consequently, the greater 
is the amount of the energy stored in the coil with a given length and diameter of the wire. 
Finally the quantity C, is inversely proportionate to the distance of the turns T. As to 
the dielectric constant it is only then important to consider when the turns arc quite close 
toget.hcr so that the entire space between the turns is filled with the dielectric. When the 
turns arc far apart this constant may be taken= 1. From this it follows that the capacity C 

interpreted as above may be expressed by the following equation: C= K Dd 
1 

when 
TX 9 X (Oil 

the dielectric constant can be neglected. Here D is the diameter of the drum, d diameter 
of the wire, I length of wire, T the distance between the turns. C is the "ideal" capacity 

1 
which will satisfy equation LC=1 expressed in farads. The constant K is determined 

p 
by practical experiments. When the turns arc very close the dielectric constant must be 
introduced and C will be multiplied with the latter quantity. Now the inductance of the 

411: AN2 h 
extra coil to be constructed is L enry. Herc A= area of coil in cm. square, 

11 x 109 
Tl: 

"N=*number of turns, and /1 length of ccil in cm. Now A= 4 DZ, 11= N (T+ d). Hence 

41t -~ D2 N 2 
4 

the inductance will be L 
N(-r+d) 109 

for L and C we have, with reference to 

(-r + d) T x 9 x I 0 20 pl _____ _ 
7t2 Dl d/NK 

1t1 D? N 
henry. Taking these values 

(-r+d) 109 
1 n 1 DZ N d [ D 

above, - = X K or 
p 2 (-r+d)l09 -rx9 x 1011 

Since in the preceding the diameter of the drum is assumed, from practical conside
rations it will be convenient to find the number of turns N. The quantities D and -r are, 
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of course, intcr.:-onnectcd since by assuming D and deciding on the pressure to bo ob~ncd 
beforehand, Tis practically given. The diameter of the wire will in most cases also be selecte4 
beforehand so that then merely N is to be determjncd to satisfy the condition of resonance 
for any frequency specified. Now l=TCDN hence substituting this we have from abovo : 

1 (T+a')T x 9 x L()lO 1 (T + d)-r x 9x 1010 d fi b" 
p = or p - an rom t 1s we get 

TC2 D3dNTCDNK nlD'dN1 K 

N1-(T+t/)Tx9 x 1()20 or N- 3 x l0
10

y'('r+4)T ....... . 
1t3 D4 dp2 K D2 p y'1t3 K ..fi 

This formula may serve to give an approximate idea of how many turns are to be 
wound on in cases when the length of the wire, owing to the capacity in the excited circuit, 

is smaller then~ (or respectively smaller than~ if the circuit is not one of the kind il-
4 2 

lustrated in diagrams above - that is, one in wruch the potential on one terminal is many 
times rugber than on the other, but an ordinary circuit. in wruch there is a symmetrical 

rise and fall of p~ure at both the terminals). but the equation assumes'tha~. the die

lectric constant, is= 1 or nearly so. 
From a number of experiments the value for K with wire No. 10 as used in preceding 

experiments was found to be nearly = ~ . Introducing this value in equation for N and 
106 

747 X 109 /T(T+d) 
reducing the constant quantities we find N D 1 P V d • 

To see how close this formuJa will give the value of Nin a special case take, for in
stance, the secondary with 40 turns experiinented with before. In this particular case we 

have tho foil owing data: 
diameter of coil, average, 40 feet=480"= 1220 cm. approx. 

D=l220 cm. ; D2= 1488 x JOl; T= 5 cm.; d-0.254 cm. 

Resonance in secondary from previous tests took place with the primary period being 

4.836 f •L: 20 00 • } d T =--• this was also the secondary period and rom u.us n= • 7 approximate y an 
IOS 

this gives p = 130,000 very nearly. On the basis of these data we wouJd have: 

- ;_747 x l0' /-r(T+d)_ 747xl09 / SxS.254 
D1 p '\J ti 1488xl03xl3xl04 '\J 0.254 

- 747 x 101v'103.4 ... 747 x )()2 x 10.16 
1488 x 13 19,344 

_ 747 x 1016 _ 758,952 _
39

.
24 

turns 

19,344 19,344 

This comes indeed very close, the turns being actually 40 for the condition of re
sonance as experimentally shown. 

This will be followed up. 
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Colorado Spring.I 

Self-induction coil for colldcmcr mcdlod in conjunction with oscillating tramf'onner. 
AdaJ*d to Thomas dockwork and coadcoser 1/2 mfd. mica on band (one of the two 
small coademers). Capadly giwn 1 /2 mfd., break also sivai: wbocl of docbtoit breU:iq 

__ ... t..: abo 20 . ---~- . 180 >( 20 .Lil ....u maung co~ has 180 teeth, tnrm ut a aunut.e. • w.s gwcs breaks 
60 

vv 

pa &eCOOd.. Here at each make and bmU: we bawi a wa"Ye in the condenser, and tuDiq 

SEl.FlMO. COil 

l«KEl CHll'S CUBICAL 

l'RIMAl!V Of' 
OSCIU.~ 

may be dfoctcd either by making n= 60 or n= 30. Best result Mtmingfy, from formcr 
capaimeaats with Olcillatots. seems to mab • = die number of btab. We bave then 

27tg T-- L x-
t()l 2 

From this L-l K IOl -2000 : 144 - 140 
144 - 560 

I 
Ybis would not be millzable with a condenser of 2 mfd. Therefore a larger condm-

w or quick« break MCt'SUl'Y - will vibration always tab place through tho high ro-
4L 4 

cistarveofsensitiftdevice'1 - > R1 TakeL= I henry, we ha~ > R.2, 8 X IO'> R2 
c 

2 x 10' 
ar roaply 3000> R. 11ail shows that although resistance may be very large, vibration 

will still tab place. 

Follow up. 
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Coloratk> Springs 

July 13. 1899 

Considerations regarding working of oscillator without spark in secondary. This 
is a considerable advantage because of economy and also facility of exact synchronous 
adjustment.. When spark used the latter difficult as capacity is changed by varying distance 
of terminals. also because spark establishes short circuit temporarily. ID general. the 
process is very complicated and the tuning only partially sucocssful. But using spark 
allo1ws obtaining of great suddenness ~d using short wave lcngtln. Tho shortness ofwavcs 
givos high e.m.f. and, thercf orc, great effect at distance. Without spark it is difficult to 
obtain high e.m.f. with short wavu. Long waves on tho other band are less absorbed and 
allow exact tunillg. Following plan seems to offer particular advantages that aeemod to 
work well in New York oscillator. 

R 

c 
s 

c 

Sis the secondary of oscillator. To this is connected a coil L with capacity Cl" The 
secondary is shunted by a condenser C C. This condenser can be of large spheres when 
practicable. No spark should go over the spheres C C and strea.mcn should be prcventod. 
Now the adjustment may be such that system L c, is any upper harmonic. In this system 

1: should be u large as possible. The free vibrations of L C1 can be transmitted upon 

earth through condenser C C. 

Colorado Springs 
July 14. 1899 

Further considerations in regard to producing most effective movement without 
spark gap in secondary. 2) A way which was experimented with in New York about a year 
and a half ago and worked exceedingly well and also later with boat, was to produce a 
very quick primary vibration and induoe currents in secondary of a few turns which has 
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one of its ends to earth and the other connected to a large capacity. CoD.Metions we:-e 
as illustrated. 

Fig. I) supply direct current 220 volL Mercury break 1600 per second. The secondary 
S1 with small condenser C and spark gap d, primary P 2-3 turns. 

2. 

1 
Fig. 2) supply circuit about 600 V; small condensers C C, l mfd. each, I tum 

primary. Both of the arrangements worked well, that illustrated in 2) more economical 
but waves longer. 

3). Another way (and seemingly best) is to provide a secondary which consists 
of a number of elements comprising condenser and coil each of a high fn:quency of vibra
tj~n and all joined in serJes. The primary vibration should be quick corresponding to 
that of each of the clements of the secondary. In this manner any e.m.f. may be secured, 
.the secondary may be of any length yet it will vibrate quick. 

(To be followed up). 
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Colorado Springs 
July IS, 1899 

Some arrangements in telegraphy involving the Dynamo principle (first brought 
to Page some years ago). Present apparatus built two years ago in New York, worked 
very well. Consider which the best of the following modifications : In case I. scositivc 

1. 

2 . 

R 

device a with battery around field F. In armature circuit independently a recei"ver R and 
battery Bl" The receiver may be a relay, and in addition, to insure greater sensitiveness 
another sensitive device as a, may be joined in convenient manner in tho armature circuit. 
lo case 2. the umaturc and field circuits are joined in series and battery and receiver 
are in shunt to both. also sensitive device a. In both cases the sensitive device may be also 
in series with the field or field and armature though arrangements I and 2 seem preferable. 
In arrangement 3. a shunt dynamo is shown, the sensitive circuit being also in shunt 
to the ten:ninals of the dynamo. In addition, t.o regulate excitation of dynamo a shunt 
of high self-ind. is placed around the sensitive device a. Such a shunt may also be used 
with good effect in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 illustrates one of tho dispositions with an alternate and - preferably - high 
frequency dynamo. The letters arc self-explanatory. The sensitive device a1 may be omitted. 
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Colorado Springs 
July 16, 1899 

In order to produce the greatest possible movement of electricity through a region 
of tho earth in accordance with tho plan involving use of a single terminal oscillator, 
as here experimented with, it is desirable to obtain in some way a large capacity on the 
free terminal. This is connected with difficulty as spheres get to be too large with moderate 
tensions and when the tensions go into the millions, streamers can not be easily overcome. 
The streamers involve loss of pressure just as leaks would on a water pipe which is closed 

} at one end. Large capacity is obtainable in a number of ways of which some arc: 

I) a coil wound for maximum capacity (internal). The turns arc so disposed that 
between the adjacent turns of layers there exists a great difference of potential, as much 
as the insulation can stand. This is best done by following plan illustrated in Fig. I in 

. 
I 

~---' 
7 
----000000000 

00 0 00 0 00 

b 0 0 0 ~ 0 0 0 0 

000000000 

000000000 

00000000 

which there exists between each two turos ooc half of the total difference of pressure 
which is active on the terminals of the coil. But other arrangements may be followed u, 
for instance, illustrated in Fig. 2, or similar dispositions may be made so that there shall 
be the greatest possible difference of pressure between the adjacent layers. Or the capacity 
may be increased by a conducting coating over the insulation of the wire, which coating 
may be connecred suitably so to sccun: the maximum storage of energy in the coil; 

2) A valuable way of providing capacity is to employ a vesse1 in which the gas is 
more or less rarefied. The electrodes loading in should be of wire gauze and present a large 
surface but throughout of small radius of curvature. Such a way of obtaining large capacity 
LJind very good in telegraphy in connection with receivers and their circuits. Hydrogen 
seems to be better than other gases to employ in the rarcfiod vessel 

3) Capacity may be also provided by storage batteries or voltameters or liquid 
condensers. 

4) Another way is by local condensers arranged on end of wire near the frec terminal. 
This is illustrated in annexod diagrams. In Fig. 1. and 2. two of the many arrangements 
a.re shown. ln Fig. l. a condenser is placed at the free end of tho secondary S of the oscil
lator, the other end being connected to earth. One coating is directly coruiectcd to tho end 
of the secondary, that is to h, the other C<>ating to a point a which has a suitable difference 
of potential with respect to h. By the operation of the oscillator energy is stored in the 
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condenser C, which energy must aU be supplied through the secondary, thus producing 
a large movement in and out of the earth. A modified arraogcment is shown in Diagram 2. 

L 

s 

An arc may be maintained on the places marked x. Proper rules of toning are observed 
to secure bost result. 

Colorado Springs 
July 17, 1899 

Somo arraqements of apparatus experimented with. Modifications off ormer plam. 

I. 

R 

" 

Here relay is placed in series with sensitive device but in secondary. In this way 
relay is not affected by break. The charge of condenser may be regulated by varying L 
or by resistances in series with L or with S. 
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R 

I 

1 
B 

The relay is affected by the break in this disposition but the action was good in some 
instances ; probably secondary S was more eff cctive in breaking through the sensitive 
device a. 

B 

R 

s p 

This disposition is simple and secures good results bul one disadvantage has been 
found in the short circuit of the secondary through the condenser, which is necessarily 
too large for the high tension secondary since it fits the primary P. The above defect is 
reduced largely by the introduction of rcgulable self-induction L, or similarly a resistance 
is used instead of L. In all these dispositions of apparatus the effect upon the sensitive 
device is rendered accumulative. 

Colorado Springs 
July 18, 1899 

Other arrang:ments of apparatu~ experimented with. 

1. 

Cl 

B s 

R 
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In thia sc~ the excitation of the condenser and therefore also of the sensitive 
device a was regulated by an adjustable self-induction and additional battery B1• ~~
battery 8 can be in the same or opposite direction working through the device a. The for
mer was apparently preferable. 

R 

s 

' 
.._ __ 

s 

Of these two connections the first was advantageous u the battery was not 
work.iog except when the sensitive device was excited. 

) . 

c 

R 

This was a plan (3) similar to one previously experimented with, only the battery B 
wu placed so as to be able to charge the condenser. 

( . s ~. 

q· G s p 

• 

'~ 
p 

d l: d 
R ! 1 . .. I '[ 8 

To determrnc excitation of sensitive device to the point of breaking down a self
-induction coil L (very high) was placed around it (4). This coil was also tried with con
nections changed as indicated by dott.ed lines. 

Herc again (5) a part of secondary was used as primary. The arrangement worked 
well probably because as in some instances previously the secondary was open and the 
rise of pressure considerable upon a small excitation of device a. This is suitable for a 
device of great resistance. 
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Colorado Springs 
July 19, 1899 

Some limplc dispositions in the practical uses of apparatus as now available. 

1. 

MAIN ' ('00000 ' 

M l 

MERCURY 
BREAK 

MERC\lltY 
8REAK 

d 

Tho conoections in the oscillator u now manufactured are as &bown in fi.nt sketch. 
In this way the apparatus ia used as a sender. The connections arc now by a throw of 
a switch changed in auch a way that all can bo used in ttlCCiving the mesap Ono of the 
simplest connections is shown in the following sketch. The relay R should bavo small self
-induction. By battery B1 the excitation of device a ia rcgulatod.. For facility of adjustment 
a rcsistanc:e r ia also inserted. The switch is to bo worked out in detail 

2. 

l 8 

In using the method of exciting the device a by meana of oscillating transform.er 
the construction of a spocial apparatus may be obviated by winding the primary diroctly 
upon tho relay so that the relay itself is tho transformer. This is achematicalJy indic:ated 
in the sketches in which the letters indicate the same. In the fint the battery ahould bo u 
open circuit, in the latter a closed circuit type. 
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July 20. 1899· 

Galvanometer from Colorado College aet up on lead plate and four rubber supports. 
Lead plate SO lbs. RcsisWlCO roughly 2530 ohms. The filament is very short. vibration 
quick. altogether not best quality but possible suitable for approximate determinations 
of ratios and resistance measurement etc. 

I . 

I dry c:dl 1.43 volt 

e 1.43 x 2630 , ________ _ 
IO OOO+ 2530 x 100 2630 x 10,000+ 2530 x 100 

• 2630 

i - t.43 
x 

263 this gave 13.5 deflection. 
2,655,300 

l . 10000 

Now the c:mrent ill galvanometer was 

100 10 1.43 )( 263 376.09 
l=-- 1 or 1=- -x - ---

2530 253 2,655,300 67,179,090. 

this gave 13.5 dcgRcs of lcale. bcnco K for one degree currcot 

1000 

376.09 K-- - - ---
67, 179,090 x 13.S 

1 
67,179,090 x 13.5 

376.09 

l 
---- approx. Will do for U$e 
2,411,438 

- -. 
lntaukd. 

To test proportionality 011 scale the galvanometer was connected across 1000 ohms. 
This · gave a deflection of 98° on scale. 'Jbe currents computed were in both c:asos as 

10,716.7 . . . 

100
,
961

.
9 

• This showed the Dt10CSSity of increasms range of readang by placing acafe 

farther. For sma1J dc:flectiom proportionality quite rigorous. 
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Colorado Springs 
July 21, 1899 

Various arrangements with two sensitive deviocs for the purpose of increasing 
efficiency of receivers in telegraphy. Also for directing currents. 

Two sensitive devices, disposed as indicated and so constituted that they break down 
or respond easier to impulses of one direction than to those of the other, allow the com
mutation of .alternating currents. For this purpose a device may be employed, described 
before, cons)sting of a glas~ tube and two metallic plugs, the glass tube being about half 
filled with nickel chips or fillings of other metal. In Fig. I. it is supposed that the devices 
a a1 have this quality which may be given. for instance, by a battery in each circuit as 
shown in Fig. 2. In both sketches I) and 2) a relay R R is shown having one of its legs 
in one of the circuits and the other leg or coil in the second circuit. In this manner the 
impulses coming, for instance, from a distance as in telegraphy can be made to exercise 
an accumulative effect. The alternating impulses are led in through terminals t t. 

I, 2, 

l . 

s c 

8 R 

'-------- -- - -- ____ .,, 

Fig. 3. illustrates one of the connections· of apparatus experimented with with 
good success. The method of excitation and magnification by means of an oscillating 
transformer is used and the relay and secondary were connected either as shown in the 
plain lines or in the modification indicated by the Batted lines_ The letters have the same 
meaning as in previous instances. In Diagram 4. similar connections are shown, merely the 
self-induction coil L has been done away with and secondary S adjusted accordingly. 

94 



Fip. S.--S. ahow again modified dispositions. Fig. S.: the condenser is in the bridge 
and the legs of the reoeNer are placed one in each of the two circuits. ln Fig. 6. the condeow 
ia pla.c:ed around a battery which is graduated by a raistanoe (not shown) so that the 
acooodary S atraios the devices a a1 to the point desired .. Fig. 7. shows a aimilar plan with 
the seco~dary in shunt to one of lhe sensitive devices and in Fig. 8. two sensitive devices 
one in one and the other in the second circuit of which each contains a condenser and 
its own primary. 

L 
II II 

t. 
• 

Fig. 9. ahows a plan followed in numerous variations and which is capable of excel
lent results. 

Fig. 10. again shows a form of connections which worb extremely well. lt is sui
table for use in connection with single terminal oscillators. The capacity or elevated terminal 
may be at C and also at C1• Both cases result good. 
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Colorado Sprlngl 

July 22. 1899 

Further modes of coDDCcting appuatus with two ICOli~ dericm for telegrapby 
and such purpotCS. A connection as in lkotclt showed quite a&tWac:tory results. The sen
litM:ncss was probably due to tbc fact that tho ICCOodary wu open. u in a previous in
IWloc. Several plans of working with two or more devices in multiple were mperimentect 
with. 'l'bo idea was to introduce pater iegularity and reduce resistanc:ic of tho path throup 
.. 

1 . L 

" 

II c 
a 

l 

s 

the scn.sitivc apparatus. Some arraogements worked welJ, ~or iq!'tanoe tho one illustrated 
in sketch ·2. In 3. both devices a and 01 were shunted by a high stlf-inductioo L, tbc induc
tive and ohmic resista.ooe of which was regulated so that devices a a 1 would break down 
at tho slightest disturbanoc. The reaulta were fair but not better than bcf ore obtaincd with 
other dispositions. Tho relay was placed in a number of ways. best results whml it wu in 
the secondary S. 

8 II L 

In Diagram 4. tbc same mode of connection wu employed. onJy a battery and Rlay 
were pWled in the bridge. The employment of the special battery B1 allowed some adjust
ments to be made not practicablo in Diagram 3. Ooncrally, battery B1 wu differentially 
connected with respect to battery B. 

5. '· • • 8 

ft • 
ft d 

L 
c 
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Diagram 5. again ~bows a form of connections slightly modified, two bateries being 
used in series· to strain the $COSitivc devices a a 1• Results about the same. 

ln Diagram 6. the connections were as previously shown in Diagram l. only the 
relay was p\aced in the secondary S. This worked aullently. 

In Fig.. 1. the ame w~om 'Were TCLained only a rugh self-induction was con
nected around the devices and regulated so that devices were rendered very sensitive. 

Fig. 8. shows an arrangement to be used in connection with present oscillator emplo
yed as sender. The switching connections are to be simplified. The oscillator with mercury 
break and its induction coil work much ~tier than interrupters ctr:ven by clock
work and small special coils. Important. 

7 

e s c 

The employment of the mercury break particularly makes the apparatus efficient, 
probably because of perfect regularity of wor~g which can not be 5CCUJ'ed by spring 
contacts or brushes. The efficiency is also in a measure due to the small resistance of 
primary circuit because of the large copper section and good mercury contact. It is highly 
important that in preceding dispositions of appamtus tho break is of rugh frequency, the 
condem« large and best insulated and ~ conversion in coil efficient. 

July 23, 1899 

In investigating the propagation through the media. and more particularly through 
tho ground, of the electrical disturbances produced by the experimental oscillator, as 
well as those caused by lightning discharge, to which work a few hours were so far devoted 
f1VCr'J day, a form of sensitive device used in some C)l.pcriments in New York was adopted, 

'· 

COHIACT 
SPRING 

as the best suitable fot these purposes. This device, and the manner of preparing it, it is 
now necessary to describe. In one form it comprised a glass tube 3/8" inside diameter 
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having two brass plugs fitted in its ends. The plugs had their inner surfaces highly polished 
and the distance between them was from 1 /8"-1 /2". The tube is illu:;trated i11 Diagram l. 
in which a is the glass tube and b b1 the plugs of met.al with narrow projectwns C C 1 for 
support and contact, respectively. The space between the plugs was filled about 1/3 full 
with coarse chips of nickel. These chips were made by a milling tool or punch so as to 
be as much as possible equal in size and shape, this being of considerable importance for 
the good performance of the instrument. The plug b had a small reamed (tapering) hole h 
in the center extending to some distance into the plug so as to enable its being placed 
on a small arbor fitting into the hole and rotated by clockwork at a uniform rate of speed. 
Jn some cases when the working of the d:vice was excellent the speed was 16 revolutions 
per minute. But often the instrument wiu rotated very much faster in which case it was 
merely necessary to increase the e.m.f. of the battery which was used to strain the device 
to the point of breaking down. A beautiful feature of this kind of device is that by regula
ting the speed its sensitiveness may be regulated at will and in this respect it is preferable 
to similar devices which are stationary, the contact after txing established being broken 
by tapping. The device acts exactly like a cell of selenium, its resistance diminishing when 
the disturbances reach it, being automatically increased in consequence of rotation and 
separation of the chips when the disturbances cease to affect the latter. The rotation of 
the device replaces here the property of recovery which the scienil1'Rl possesses, otherwise 
the similarity is complete. To insure a quite satisfactory working and permanent state I 
prepare this form of device in the following manner: 

The glass tube, plugs and the chips to be used are first thoroughly cleaned with pure 
absolute alcohol and dried. Next, one of the plugs, as b, is slipped into one end of the 
gltis tube and the required amount of chips is put in the other, plug b1 being finally inserted 
closing the tube nearly hermetically, but not quite so. Now the device is placed upon a 
cylinder of metal with a hole in the center, to allow the small part of one of the plugs b 
or b1 to slip in, with some space between, and permit the plug to rest upon and in good 
contact with the upper surface of the metal cylinder which is then slowly heated, as by 
being placed upon an electrical stove or a plate supported above an alcohol lamp. When 
the lower plug is brought to the required temperature, sealing wax is run a~ound t,he rim 
projecting for this purpose, beyond the glass tube. The metal cylinder is now allowed 
to cool down slowly unlit the sealing wax is in some degree solidified when the instrument 
is turned over and placed with the other plug on th~ cylinder and the operation of scaling 
the joint between glass and plug repeated. During this preparation the chips arc of course 
at an elevated temperature and all moisture is expelled so that, when the instrument ,is 
ready, a thoroughly dry atmosphere exists within the same, this being essential for good 
performance. The atmosphere is, howcvt'f, at a pressure slightly below that of the sur
Youhding air. When the device is carefully prepared it works remarkably well, and in 
comparative tests showed itself superior to this kind of device of the form ordinarily advo
cated. During a few days I carried on tests of this kind which brought out the good qualities 
of this kind of instrument. In one instance two of them were compared with a third device 
of the ordinary form in which the sensitive grains were immersed in an atmosphere consi
derably rarefied and contact was broken with a tapper. In all three instruments the grains 
of nickel were of the same size and shape. One of the terminals of each of the devices was 
connected to a ground wire, while the other terminals were each joined to a piece of wire 
extending to a small height, these pieces of wire being the same in all particulars. All the 
three devices were strained as far as was practicable by batteries so as to be at the point 
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or breaking down and sensitive to a high degree. Although the pieces of wire extending 
into the air were only of a length of a few feet. all the instruments recorded the diseharges 
of lightning up to about 30 miles as the storm moved away. At this point it was found 
nca:ssary to set the instrument with the "tapper" so that it was still more sensitive when 
it resP?ruied but in an irregular manner, while the other two devices continued to record 
regularly up to a distance of about fifty miles when the disturbances ceased, probably 
owing to the cessation of the storm. I inferred from tbcsc experiments. carried on for some 
time with the view of selecting and adopting the best form of such a devia:, that when 
the particles of metal are rotated they are, as it were, suspended in the air and in this 
condition more susceptible to the influence of the disturbances than when they are kept 
stationary. It seems, however, that when rotated, the particles arc not so liable to stick 
together and cause irregularity of action such as observable in the ordinary form of such 
a device. As to the amount of chips, if more are put in the instrument must bo rotated at 
a higher speed or else the battery straining the dielectric must be weaker. Through this 
kind of instrument much stronger currents can be passed without damaging it and making 
it further unfit for worlc. Another form of such instrument particularly suitable for experlf 
mentation is illustrated in Diagram 2. It consisted of a brass plug b with a fibre tube -

.• I> 

'• 
into which was fitted another brass or metal plug b1 which was held in place by a fibre 
washer / 1 and metal nut n. In other devices of similar construction the space between the 
plugs was adjustabJe. This form of instrument was particularly suitable for testing the 
properties of sensitive grains g. Before testing the grains and the instrument as well were 
thoroughly dried. To get an idea of the resistance of such devices when in either state, 
excited or not, the resistance of many was measured under varying conditions. A fair 
idea is conveyed by saying that, unexcited, they measured more than 1,000,000 ohms 
while the resistance would sink down to 300 or even 50 ohms or still less when excited. 
When highly sensitive they would respond to sound waves at a considerable distance. 

ExJUtim,ents with oscillator 35 turns in secondary on tapering frame No. 10 
· B. & S. wire. 

This is the first test of the Westinghouse transformer installed a few days ago. It 
was tried yesterday evening but only for a short time to merely get an idea how it will 
behave. The e.m.f. used was 7500 volts or less. Today a pressure of 15,000 volts on the 
secondary was used. Best resonating action was obtained with one primary tum and a few 
turns in the regulating coil. The spark gaps were as long as obtainable in the box, that is. 
about 7 turns of the screw on each side, possibly an inch or so. An approximate estimate 

places the primary inductances at 75,000 cm. or Lp= 
15

6 
H. The primary capacity was 

10 
88 jars in each of the sets in series. The capacity of one jar being approximately 0.0035 mfd. 
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The total capacity Cp is=0.154 mfd. From this calculated, and !lcglecting as in most cases 
214 

before the reaction of the secondary, we get T- - or n= 46,730 per second. 
107 

Observations: A spark gap being established between the f rec terminal of the secon
dary and an earthed wire, strong streamers were seen on the latter. This shows very rigorous 
action and demonstrates that the potential of the neighbouring parts of the ground must 
be considerably affected. Very strong sparks on lightning arresters as the secondary di
scharge is playing over the gap. This is certainly extraordinary as the ground is now excel
lent on the secondary. The arc, horizontally passing about 32" long is very powerful, thick 
and givinr; a vivid light, the noise is deafening. The arc passes sometimes on a downward 
course. Is;it attraction or due to surgings of the air in consequence of violent explosions? 
When large balls 30" diam. are placed in the gap the spark length is neverthel~ small. 
This shows the secondary can not supply the great amount of energy necessary for charging 
the large balls to full pressure. This may be due simply to the imperfect inductive con
nection with the primary or to the small amount of power now available from the supply 
transformers, as there are only two of them, and the Westinghouse transformer worlcs 
only at J /4 of the normal pressure. This would mean roughly I /16 of its total performance. 
On some points of the balls small streamers arc observed; must be due to roughness or 
points on the places. The balls will have to be gone over and all the surfaoe polished up. 
It would be impossible for streamers to break out from balls of suc!l size unless the pres
sure is a few millions of volts. which cannot be the case at present.A curious feature is to 
see the sparks deviate and follow wooden beams or planks plaoecf nearby. I rather think 
this is merely due to an effect of the currents of air which arc prevented from circulating 
freely on the side of the plank or beam . .The intensity of the vibration in the primary is 
evidenced by sparks passing between the turns of the regulating sclf-inductio11 c;oil in the 
primary. Between the beginning and end of the coil, although only a few of the turns arc 
inserted, the sparks are sometimes 3" long. This shows a very high e.m.f. on the primary 
and I almost think there must be a mistake as to the pitch estimated which, judging from 
these sparks, would seen to be much higher. This is to be investigated closer. Experimen
tation shows that it is very decidedly better to adopt one tum of primary instead of two 
and if a lower frequency is desired rather to increase the primary capacity. With one tum 
the explosions are more violent and the regulation is much more convenient. In these 
experiments the jars do not seem to be much strained, which indicates well. At times 
sparks will break through inside of the secondary between the turns and 
to the ground. The sparks are very strong from small wi~ attached to the 
free end of the secondary more so than from thick wires. When a coil was connected 
to the free secondary end the vibration could not be well established, evidently the coil 
was "out of tune" and by its capacity and inductance interfered with the free vibration 
of the secondary. The sparks went from the gap-box to the ground though the box was 
well insulated; there is danger of inflaming the building by this or by the secondary sparks 
following the wooden structure. The experiments were continued. with 7500 volts as yester· 
day but the working was unsatisfactory. This showed finally that yesterday one oi the jars 
in one set was bad and there was only one set acting, the other set being short circuited; 
that is why an e.m.f. of 7500 volts was sufficient yesterday. The Westinghouse trausformer 
gains in e.m.f. as jars are put on, the maximum rise seems still remote, this argues well 
for the economy of the transformer. The incandesoent lamps are all destroyed iu conse
quence of the intense secondary vibration, the filaments being broken by electrostatic 
attraction towards the glass. Lamps were spoiled at a distance of 40 feet from the secondary 
free terminal! This action is likely to give trouble in future experiments. A curious obser
vation is that all horses shy. It is due to sound or possibly to current action through the 
ground to which horses arc highly sensitive either owing to greater susceptibility of the 
nerves or perhaps only because of the iron shoe establishing good ground connection. 
I am not quite certain that the secondary vibration is fundamental although for a lower 
or higher tone it is too powerful. The external gaps used in some trials seem to improve 
the action somewhat in rendering the discharges of the primary more sudden. If time 
should permit the vibration will be investigated by a rotating mirror to be prepared. 
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Colorado Spring$ 
July 24, 1899 

Exp~rlments with the secondary 35 turns were continued today. ln connection with 
the scoond.ary an ••extra coil" was used. The same was before described having 260 turns 
oo a dnun 2 feet in diam. of cord No. 10. The inducta.noc of the coil as before found was 

• J 139 h Th il . approxunate y 13,900,000 cm. or 
104 

enry. e co was connected with the lower end 

to the free terminal of the secondary whib the upper end was lcfi f rce, a few feet of wire 
extending into the air. ResoDAJlce, as evidenced by streamers {maximum) on free end of 
coil, was obtained exactly as in a previously recorded expmmcnt with 9 jars in each set 
of the primary condonscrs. or slightly less, at any rate 8-9 jars caused the large&t display 
of the streamers on the free end. The streamers were only tbtte feet long as the energy 
from the supply circuit was limited, tho intention being to first study the peculiarities and 
behaviour of the transformers before taking them to tbei1 full outpuL A simple computa
tion showed that the resonant nse on the free end was chiefly, if not wholly, due to lhe 
rise in the coil itself, the free vibration of the secondary being comparatively of smaU 
moment. To study the harmonics the capacity in the primary circuit was doubled but the 
effect. as expcct.ed. was very small. Now the capacity in primary was again doubled, it 
being expected that the streamers would be of considerable power under these conditions. 
This was tho first undertone and it should have been fairly strong. But singularly nothing 
to speak of was noted although the adjustments were carefully gone through again and 
again. It was thought that owing to a very small arc in the primary the oscillation did 
not readily establish itself but this WB! oot highly probable though sucll has t.alcen place 
in cxpcrimeDU which I made before. The arc was necessarily small as tho capacity was 
very larp in tho primary. Tho tuning was very sharp with twice the capacity in primary 
so that a "littlc variation in the self-induction regulating coil made the streamers change 
very considerably. I expect that it was sharper still with four times the primary capacity 
so that, after all, tho resooant condition may have been missed. This might have been 
the cue easily as all the variation from no streamers to their maximum would have taken 
place by goina through only one qu.artu of one ~ and pouibly las, of the regulating 
coil. Tb.it sharpness of tuning noted here and in previous instances in some arrangements 
again impresses me with the value of such dispositions in telegraphy, when it is of great 
importance to isolate messages. It seems possi'ile to secure in such or similar ways an almost 
&!>solute privacy. The experiments with only two circuits show this sufficiently. Continuing 
the experiments one of the balJs of 30" diameter was connected to the free end of the coil 
and now the resonating condition was secured with 23 jan on each side of the primary. 
Summing up the results the vibration with coil alone, without ball, with 9 jars on each 

9 
side of primary was, approximately, taking the primary capacity equal to 2 x 0.003= 

-
0021 

-0.0135 mfd. 
2 

T1 - l~ ~0.0135 x I~' - :; ~-
- 21t .../943- 21t 9.72 - 61.0416 or approx. 

107 107 107 

and n= 164,000 per second. 
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Now when the ball was attached the primary capacity was 

23 
x 0.003 = 

0
·
069 

= 0.0345 mfd. 
2 2 

and the period 

2 1t ~ 7 2 1t ~2415 Twas=- - 00345x -- = - -- --= 
2 I Ol . I os I Ql 1Q9 

T = 27t y241.5= 21t x 21tX 15.54 
2 

107 107 I 07 

97.6 
- - and n = 102,460 per sec. 
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The ball slows the vibration of the l.uil very much down. From a series of observation 
with capacities of varying value useful estimates may be made and the quantities of moment 
calculated. This mode of proceeding seems to offer features of considerable value in experi
mentation and it will be followed up. A curious observation in these experiments was that 
maximum rise was obtained always with the regulating coil practically all out. 

How is this to be explained? 

Experiments with the secondary 35 turns were resumeef. T~ probable causes of the 
curious phenomenon that maximum resonant rise (on the coil· attached to the terminal 
of the secondary, as before described) took place whe-n the self-induction regulating coil 
was practically all cut out- were considered. Evidently when the coil was cut out there 
was more energy available for the excitation of the primary turn and therefore the secon
dary was more strongly energized. this giving a higher electromotive force on its terminal~. 
Owing to this the impressed e.m.f. on the coil attached to the free terminal of secondary 
was greater and therefore the coil was more strongly excited. Assuming then that the 
secondary free vibration did not take place, this explanation would be acceptable but 
for one thing: the maximum rise on the coil with 260 turns did not occur, when all the turns 
of the primary regulating coil were cut out, but at a point when there remained still a few 
turns in series with the primary. The phenomenon must be therefore interpreted differently. 
To all appearances the secondary free vibration did occur, and there was a certain inductance 
in the primary which gave the highest e.m.f. on the excited coil on the free terminal of 
secondary. But now the latter was in fairly close inductive relation with the primary hence 
its own vibration was more or Jess modified by that of the primary. In altering the primary 
vibration, that of the secondary must have been, therefore, correspondingly altered. 
Now, the secondary excited the coil with 260 turns and, to insure the maximum rise on 
the free terminal of the coil. the secondary vibration ought to have been of exactly the 

. S3JJ:le pitch as the free vibration of the coil. From this it is plainly seen that if the primary 
vibration was such as to favour a rise in the secondary of the pressure at the free terminal 
then the impressed e.m.f. on the coil with 260 turns was greater; but this evidently, judging 
from the actually observed results, took place when the secondary vibration was "out 
of tune", more or less with the free vibration of the coil. Thus it happened that by raising 
the secondary e.m.f. up to a certain point there was an increased resonant rise on the excited 
coil. But when, by further cutting out turns of the regulating primary coil, the secondary 
vibration was modified more and more and brought "out of tune" with the free vibration 
of the coil excited by the secondary, the resonant rise on the terminals of the excited coil 
was diminished. Now, with a certain small number of turns of the regulating coil still 
included in the primary, the relation between these opposing elements determining the 
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resonant rise was such as to insure the maximum. I have no doubt that this is the correct 
explanation of the phenomenon observed. At first ( thought that the length of the primary 
might have something to do with it, as 1 have observed before something to this cftca, 
but now I must reject lhis view as improbable. From the preceding it is now quite evident 
that in cases when the free vibration of the secondary can imert itself, the primary capacity 
and self-induction has to be such that maximum e.m.f. is obtained on the secondary -
then the excited coil must be such as to vibrate in accord with the secondary or (inasmuch 
as the secondary vibration is affected by the primary) the free vibration of the excited coil 
must be the same as that of the combined primary and secondary system. When the vibra
tion in the secondary is exactly the same as the free vibration of the excited coil the maxi
mum rise wiU be obtained on the coil, in any event, but for tho best result the secondary 
must also be tuned to tho primary so that greatest impressed e.m.f. is secured on tho coil. 

Jn cases where the secondary is in such intimate inductive connection with tho pri
mary then the latter condition need not be considered and it is only necessary to adjust 
the coil so that it will have the same period as the oscillation in the secondary. In fact, 
I believe this will be, in the end, the best condit.ion in practice for, if the transformer be 
efficient, the connection between the primary and secondary must be a very close one. 
In such a case the high impressed e .m.f. on the excited coil will be ob~ed o~y by tran
sformation and not by reso nant rise. 

A gratifying observation was made today which was the following : the water pipe 
to which the secondary lower end ~ connected, and which conveyed the currents to 
tbe ground, was disconnected from the secondary and the latter connected to a separate 
ground plate at a distance from all other ground connections. Everything was carefully 
examined to be quite sure that there was no other ground connection in the secondary. 
Nevertheless, when the secondary discharge was made to play, strong sparks went conti
nuously o•er the lightning arruurs. There was no other possible way to explain the oc
curenoe of these sparks than to assume that the vibration was propagated through the 
ground and following the ground wire at another place leaped into the line! This is certainly 
extraordinary for it shows more and more clearly that the earth behaves simply as an 
ordinary conductor and that it will be possible, with powerful apparatus, to produce the 
stationary waves which I have already observed in the displays of atmospheric electricity. 
The mere observation of the sparks speaks well for the power of the apparatus used and 
clearly shows that it is competent to carry tr a great distance even as it is when used as 
a transmitter in telegraphy. Assume even that the pressure would diminish as the square 
of the distance from the source, still the performance would be remarkable. Such an as
sumption' seems to be justified when we consider that the density of the current passing 
over the earth's surface wm diminish as the square of the d istance from the center of the 
disturbance and consequently, the effective pressure at )ea.st, ought to diminish corres
pondingly. Now, in the expcrimen~ above described the d istance between point a, where 
the lower end of the secondary was grounded to point b, where the sparks jumped from 
the ground to the line or vice versa. was 60 feet. Hence on the above assumption we can 
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make the ratio !.._=~ , when: x will be in fccL At the lowest estimate E was 10,000 volts 
• 601 

I 
and assuming an ordinary instrument be used as a rcc:civer, requiring of a volt:::se 

10,000 
10,000 

betweencandd,wcwouldbavex2= 602 X 
1 

= 36xl010 or 600,000 feet or x = ll4 

10,000 
miles nearly. But by making tbe distance between c and d much greater the transmission 
radius may be greatly extended. 

Capacity of s«ondtuy 35 f""flS Mftd In preceding experiments. 

The average length of one turn may be put at approximately 135. l fcet= 4120 cm. 
The wire is No. 10 B. & S. diam=0.102"=0.26 cm. Surface of wire in sq. cm.~x0.26x 

x 4120 x 35= '1t X37,500 cm. approx. The capacity was comp&Rld with that of 1/2 mfd. 
standard condenser and was found to be C-=3600 cm. Thia measu~ment was I expect 
correct within I / 2 %-

Note: The measurement was made by comiecting the cable w ith one end, or with 
both ends to the source, the other tennin.aJ of which was connected to Ute earth. Result 
was the same. 

Now it is of interest to compare the value found by measurement with that which 

the cable would have when stretched. out. Its capacity would then be C 1 = 
/ 

coo
l 

21og. -
r 

sidered as a cylinder remote from the ground. Taking the values as above 

4120 x 25 4120 x 35 2060 x 35 2060 x 35 c - ---
1 4110 llog.31,700 log.31,700 4.50 106 x 2.3 

2log.o.13 

.. :!060 x 35 - 696S cm. 
10.35244 

If we consider the cable in its capacity with reference to the earth or conducting 

plane its capacity would then be C2 
I 

2d 
21og.-

Since we have found the measured 

' 4120 x 35 
value we may find from it the distance d; we have 3600= ftom which 

2d 
21og. - , 

2 d 4120 x 35 . . 
lo~ - - - 20.3 and this gives 

r 2 x 3600 

2 d 20.3 2d 
log - .. -- - 8.82607, hence - - 67,000,000 cm. 

r 2.3 r 

d - 67,000,000 x ~ _ 670,000 x 13 ... 670,000 x 6.5 - 67,000 x 65 -44,SSO metenJ 
2 100 2 

The result only shows that the cable measures much more when straight and at some 
distance from the ground si nce d comes out so large. 
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It may be of furthcT interest to compare the capacity as found with cap&eities which 
would be obtained if the surface of the cable were converted into the surface of a disc 
or sphere. for instance. Taking first the latter and calling its radius r' we have 4nr'2 =Tt37,SOO 

, 37,500 J37,SOO 193.65 
and r 1 , r' -= ... 96.825 cm. and this should be the theore-

4 2 2 
tical capacity Cl of the sphere. Taking now a disk of radius R, its capacity C2 would be 

2R 
C2 = - . Now on the above assumption of an equal surface we would have 2nR2= 1t37,SOO 

7t 

-- 273.86 
R2= 18,750 and R= Vl8,750== 136.93 cm. Hence C2= =87.2 cm. This is still sma-

n 
lier than the capacity of a sphere of the same surface. Suppose now the surface of the cable 
were converted into miall spherical surfaces of a diameter equal to that of the cable and 
inquire what capacity would be obtained in this manner with the given surface. The surface 
of one of the small spheres being 41frl and calling their number n we have 47"111'2-w x 37,SOO 
and 

37,500 37,500 37,500 n---- 37,500 - 554134-n 
4r2 4x0. l32 4 x 0.0I69 0,0676 • 

The total capacity C3 of all these small spheres, neglecting mutual screening action, 
will be n times the capacity of one of the spheres and sinoe the latter is=0.13 we would 
.have total capacit)' Cl-S54,734x0.13==72,115 cm.I A very large value indeed, which 
wouJd have been still groat.er if the diameter of the spheres wouJd have been smaller. These 
primitive considerations show that to get the largest possible capacity with a given surface 
we must we the latter in the form of minute surf aces of the smallest possible curvature. 
This makes it obvious why exhausted bulbs show under certain conditions such compara
tively large capacity. And this explains the virtue of bulbs when used in telegraphy for 
the purpose of supplanting a large elevated plate or wire leading to a great height. Such 
a bulb or tube, particularly when filled with hydrogen. is (as I have found) very effective 
and I look to a valuable use in the future of such rarefied vessels in connection with tele
graphy through the media or the like. The greatest capacity with a given surface wiU~ 
of course, be obtained with spheres of the smallest possible diameter, as the spheres of 
hydrogen. The next best form to give to the surface would be a cylinder of great length 
and minute d iameter. The above considerations make it plain why thin wires have such 
a comparatively large capacity. Taking two such wires of the same length L and diame
ters 3 and 3 i. we would have their capacities as 

L L 
2L 2L 

21og.T 2 to~y 
J 

or as 
2L 2L 

log.- : log. - . a, a 

2L 2L 
Now suppose, for the sake of illustration, that -;- were= 10, and - = 1000, then 

0 31 

the bo . . l I I th k a ve capaaties would be as 
2

.
3 

x 
3 2

.
3 

x 
1 

or as J : I. n o er words, ma -

ing tho diameter of on" wire 100 times as great as that of another, but keeping the 
length of the wires the same, the capacity of the thick wire or cylinder would be only lb.rec 
times that of the thin one. 
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Coiorado Springs 
July 25, 1899 

Experiments with the secondary of 35 turns continued. The secondary was tuned 
alone and more carefully, the result being that maximum rise of pressure was obtained 
with one turn of the primary, the two cables being connected in multiple, and 78 jars on 
each side of the primary. When best action was obtained there were a few turns in the 
regulating coil in series with the primary cables, the total self-induction in the primary 

85 
being estimated to be Lp= 85,000 cm. or IO' henry. 

The capacity in primary was: { 
16 old jars=0.00334x 16= 0.05344 
62 new 11 10% larger = 0.0036x62=0.2232. 

0 .2766 
Total = --=0.1383 mfd. 

2 

This would give period of the system: 

2'1t I 85 21.54 
Tp = 

103 
'V 0.1383 x 

106 
... 1()6 and n=46,425 per. sec. 

It is of interest to find what value for the inductan~ of the &econdary will be obtained by 
2 'It . r;-;:; 

substituting in the equation for the secondary Te= 
103 

-V La C,, the value for c. found 

by measurement before recorded. Since T, must be=Tp we have 

c. = 3600cm. 

2'1t I 85 2n I 3600 . . 
or 103 °V0.1383 x w= l03 °V L. x 9 x lO' and from this: 

9x10' 
01383 

85 0.1383 x 765 O.l383x85h 
L = x . x - - - enry or 

I 3600 106 36,000 4000 

L 
109 x0.1383x85_138,300x85 

2939000 11 • "" - - , , cm. on y. 
4 x 103 4 

While this estimate is not correct in principle it shows, ncvcrtb~less, that the capacity 
measured in a state of rest is not that which enters as an element of the vibration. It was 
thought from this result that the secondary might have responded to the first octave and 
the two primary cables were joined in series, but results proved inferior. 

It is possible that when the primary cables were connected in series, owing to the 
Jess satisfactory working of the spark gap, the e.m.f. on the secondary was smaller than 
it ought to have been if both the primary and secondary vibrated at tho same rate. Fur
thermore, it should be borne in mind that when the cables were in series and the vibration 
in primary reduced to half the number per second, the induced e.m.f. in the secondary 
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turns could have been only about one half of that in the first experiment. If in the latter 
experiment with the primaries in series the true note of the secondary was struck then, 
assuming the capacity to be 3600 cm. or thereabouts, the inductance of the secondary as
modificd by the primary would have been still only 4x2,939,000=11,765,000 cm. It is, 
therefore, probable that the capacity which enters as an element of the secondary vibration 
is much srz:iaUer than that which is found by measurement, which is as might be expected, 
since the cable can not be fully charged and discharged at each alternation, as is evident 
from the constants. 

Observations during the experiments today. When the secondary worked very well 
the spark was very noisy and nearly an inch thick, judging by the eye, and about 3 feet 
long. The sparks passed all the time over the lightning arresters as the secondary discharge 
was playing and, at times. for a short interval they were extremely vivid and thick. This 
seemed to occur chiefly when the secondary arc became louder and roaring, this indicating 
a better working of the arc and a higher e.m.f. for a given length of the path through the 
ground~ The sparks on the arrester's arc, as is now established beyond any doubt, are 
due to the propagation to the ground through the earth wire, and it is now plain that 
although they take place when the oscillation is slow, they are 
more easily produced with a quicker oscillation. Perhaps the 
higher harmonics enter prominently into their formation. The 
secondary arc was adjusted to a length of 31 ", then the sparks 
on the arresters were very violent. It was thought that, if the 5 

vibration was propagated through. the earth wire and caused the 
sparks on the arresters in this way. by adding capacity to the 
earth wire the action on the arresters would be increased. Accor
dingly, a sphere of 12" diam. s was connected to the wire as 
shown in diagram and, indeed, the play on the arresters was 
intensified. By now reducing the gap still a few inches the display on the arresters seemed 
to increase further. When the secondary discharge was permitted to pass continuously 
for about S minutes the fuse on the supply circuit primary gave way showing that energy 
was taken at a rate of about 20 H.P. This also indicated that the connection between the 
primary and secondary of the oscillator was fairly close and that the secondary was ca
pable of taking up considerable energy. When two external gaps were .used in series, with 
gaps in box, less energy wa$ taken from the supply circuit, this indicating that the arc 
in primary short.circuited the secondary of W.T. to some extent. 

Colorado Springs 
July 26, 1899 

Investigating vibrations of .. additional" or "extra coil": from observations before 
made it would appear, as I believe it bas been stated already, that when the impressed 
electromotive force was increased, in other words, when the movement in the secondary 
was made greater, the free vibration of the extra coil did not readily assert itself. At least 
this has been noted in a number of experiments with the object of ascertaining this. A comp· 
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lete analogy is afforded in mechanics. In order tha.t free vibration may take plaoe, and 
readily. thero must be a loose connection with the part imp~ing the movement. This 
truth is obvious. Considerations of this kind led to experimentation with an arrangement, 
as illustrated in the sketch below: In this the connection with the secondary S impressing 

s 

S - SECOt!DAAY IMl'RESSIHO MOVEMENT 
C - SMALL COil FOii lOOSENINO COltNECTION 

C - COtL TO BE SET IN MOVEMENT 

c 

the movement was loosened. so to speak, by the insertion between it and the coil C to 
be excited another coil c which was generally adjusted to suit the conditions. Tb.is amoun· 
tcd to the same as increasing the momentum of coil C and rendering it more preponde
rating and capable of freely asserting itself. These experiences lead to a rule long recog
nized, that development of the oscillator must be in two directions: either in the direction 
of obt.aining a high impressed electromotive force by transformation ratio, when the 
connection between the secondary and primary is rigid; or obtain..ihg a high e.m.f. by an 
excited extra coil in loose connection not reacting inductively. 

Colorado Springs 
July 27, 1899 

Experiments were made today with spark gaps constituted as indicated in the 
sketch below: The idea in this scheme was to make gaps in the box. which varied from 

0 
a very small to a great length owing to the movement of the break wheel B, very small 
and the gaps a and b very large, so large that the discharge could break through only 
when the gaps in the box were at their minimum length. Thus the loss in the box itself 
w~ grcally reduced and owing to the gn:at velocity of separation of the electrodes, a greater 
suddenness of disruption was obtained. This was, of course, certain sinoe the gaps in the 
box could not be bridged except for a short interval since gaps a and b took up the e.m.f. 
Thus tho velocity of separation was the greater the smaller (in length) the arcs in the box 
were made. The adjustment of their length was effected by merely varying the length of 
gaps a and b. In these experiments spheres of various sizes were used to constitute the ad· 
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ditiooal gaps a and b and it was observed that unless the induction. coil be capable of giving 
a large current, spheres of considerable size were not the best to employ in the usual ar:. 
rangement of apparatus. The reason was that the arc was formed with difficulty. hence 
it had to be made shorter, but when the current broke through. the resistance of the small 
arc was very low and the secondary of the induction coil was short circuited too much. 
This may not be always true. By using additional gaps the primary was closed during a 
shorter interval of time and also the secondary was less short-circuited. The latter was 
an advantage but the former was decidedly a disadvantage because the primary circuit 
could not vibrate very long. The energy taken from the supply transformer or coil was, 
of course, smaller. All the results obtained in these experiments seem to indicate, contrary 
to former opinions, that a higher economy is obtainable with one gap that with a greater 
number. This observation was, however, made bclfore in the New York apparatus. Finally, 
two gaps in series were adopted as convenient and giving greater velocity of separation. 
But the best results were obtained with two electrodes in the form of toothed disks rotated 
in opposite directions. The apparatus in this form was more troublesome to run but worked 
decidedly better. In this form also an improvement was practicable. which [ have sinoc 
adopted in some form of mercury breaks, and that was to make the number of teeth on 
each disk such that the total number of the makes and breaks was the product of both 
the numbers. In this form a amaU number of teeth was found suffic:ient for a great number 
of breaks and the arc: could not follow from one to an adjacent tooth. 

Colorado Springs 
July 28, 1899 

The following arrangement was found particularly efficient in applying tho method 
of magnifying the effects of feeble disturbances by means of a condenser. Two instruments 
were fixed up in the manner indicated in diagram. A similar plan of connections was 
used before only the sensitive device A' was differently placed, as it was found to disad
vantage. The sensitive devices A and A' were prepared as described on a previous occasion 
and showed, unexcited, a resistance of over 1,000,000 ohms. but wbcn excited the resistanc:c 
fell in both almost exactly to fifty ohms. Later, instead of the device A' another was emplo-
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yed of a higher resistance when in the excited state and the coil PS was replaced by one 
with more turns in the ~ndary. As finally adopted the secondary S had 160 turns in 
each layer and 32 layers making 5120 turns. The relay R had a resistance of 998 ohms, 
wire No. 36. The primary P had 50 turns of lamp cord No. 20. The self-induction coil L 
had 1900 turns of wire No. 20. All coils were wound on spools 4" diam., 4" long with 
wooden core I 1 /4" in center. The condenser C and 1 /2 mfd. Battery B: 8 cells l l. l volts; 
Battery B': 4 cells about 5. 7 volts. Speed of rotation of the devices A and A' was about 
24 per minute. The break b was 72 per second. The break wheel and arbors of devices 
A A' being driven by clockwork. The break whcll has 180 teeth, a smaU very thin platinium 
brush bearing on it. The devices readily responded when four persons joining hands would 
shunt the device A'. In one instance the devices recorded effects of lightning discharges 
fully 500 miles away, judging from the periodical action of the discharges as the storm 
moved away. 

Colorado Springs 
July 29, 1899 

As has been observed before, in order that the free vibration of an excited coil may 
predominate it is necessary to make the momentum of the coil very l&J'IC relatively to 
the impressed vibration. With the object of bettering the conditions favorable for the 
free vibration, a new coil was wound on same drum 2 feet in diam. and 6 feet long. This 
coil had, instead of 260 turns as before. about 500 turns of oord No. 20. (ts inductance 
was therefore nearly 4 times that of the old coil or about 40 million ocntimctera roughly. 
The coil was connected to the free end of the secondary and resonance was observed 
with 32 jars on each side, there being on each sido two tanks in series, so that tho total 
capacity was only 4 jars in the primary. Taking the capacity of one jar at 0.00334 mfd. 
the total primary capacity was 4x0.00334==0.01336 mfd. The primary turns were in series, 

4 x 7 >< I 04 28 
so that the primary inductance was Lp 

109 
-

1 
OS henry. Tb.is would give the 

period of the system approximately: 

21t I 2s 21t _, 21t 1.21s 
TP - l()l \10.01336 x 103 ... IO' y0.037408- IO' x0.1934-~ 

or • - 82,300 approx. 

First the Westinghouse transformer was connected to give IS,000 volts, but later 
it was made to give 22,500 volts. The capacity in the primary was evidently too small 
for the best working of the transformer and the arc scbort-<:ircuitcd the secondary consi
derably, this causing a great deal of energy to be drawn from the supply circuit This is 
always the case when the primary arc does not work well. To insure the best working 
conditions the transformer should first be able to charge the condensers and the rate of 
energy delivery of the latter into the primary of the oscillator should be just a little greater 
than the rate of energy supply by the feeding transformer. Then the arc is loud and sharp 
and there is no short circuit on the secondary of the latter transformer as the currents 
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over the gap are of very high fn:qucncy and the Jow frequency current of supply - or 
if it be a direct current - can not foJlow. The system then works economically and the 
ocooomy is much greater than might be supposed judging from the unavoidable losses 
in the arc. As the capacity was too small a flaming arc often formed in the box, a sure 
sign of bad working, the curious feature being that the arc was of a decidedly red color. 
This may be due to the alumina which was formed as the break wheel was of aluminium. 
As was expected, the use of two additional gaps improved the working of the apparatus, 
reducing the trouble due to the short-circuiting of the Westinghouse transformer. It was 
observed that when the gaps were made so large that the arc did not break through, a 
lamp on the supply circuit near the condensers - about 6 feet from the same - would 
brighten up. I am not quite sure that this was due to resonant rise in the Westinghouse 
transformer, for it may have been due simply to elect.rostatic action from the jars, as l have 
observed a similar effect before. When the electrostatic influence is strong the gas in the 
bulb is excited, the discharge passing through the same though. of course. it is not visible 
on account of the i.o.tCDM" light of the filament. Particles are thrown off and against the 
carbon and the same is, on the one hand heated to a higher temperature while on the other 
hand. owing to tho hotter environing medium it can not give the beat away so fast as 
normally - hence it brightens up. Possibly also a small part of the current of supply 
passes through the excited gas and slightly more energy is drawn from the mains. It was 
evident that, as was expected, the free vibration of the coil took: place more readily than 
bef orc when the coil with 260 turns was used. owing to the larger momentum as before 
explained. The streamers were larger than with the old coil but not quite 10 large as it 
was aurmiJcd they would be. Partially because of this fact. and partially also because 
not enough energy could be supplied from the Westinghouse transformer to the primary, 
owing to the small primary capacity, it was decided to change the connection so as to 
get the next lower or fundamental tone in the primary, this being in all probability the 
true note of the coi I. The capacity in the primary was made 32 jars on each side in multiple, 
making the total capacity J6 x 0.00334= 0.05284 mfd. 

The primary vibration was now just an octave lower than before but the results 
proved inferior to those first obtained. There was now onJy one thing possible and that 
is, that the tone was right after all, in the first experiment, but the results were not quite 
satisf a.ctory because the primary capacity was too small, thus unfavorable for the best 
working of the Westinghouse transformer. Accordingly, the same vibration was again 
secured in the primary but this time by using a capacity four times larger and reducing 
the inductance to one fourth. which was done by putting the two primaries in multiple. 
Now, indeed, the results were satisfactory, for the Westinghouse transformer could supply 
much mo"' energy, practically four times as much as before. The streamers were now 
much stronger. extending to a distance of 6 l/2 feet from the top of the coil and they 
were abundant and thick. I can not understand why they should be of such a deeply red 
co[()r. Those in New York never were such. Perhaps it is due to the smaller atmospheric 
pressure in this locality. Their movement, and darting about js also much quicker and 
more explosion like. At times a big cluster of them would form and spatter irregularly 
in all directions. Sometimes it apeared as if a ball would form above the coil, but this 
may have been only an optical effect caused by many streamers passing from various 
points in different directions. Many times sparks passed from the top of the coil to the 
point where the lower end of the coil was connected to the secondary .. f rec" terminal. 
These sparks were 8'-9' long. 
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New condensers proposed: old ones being inadequate to stand the strain beyond 
15,000 volts on two d ielectrics, it would be necessary to resort to four sets when using 
higher pressure and this would make condenser boxes too bulky. It is now proposed 
to use new bottles of lead glass (Bethesda Mineral Water). These are, as nearly as ca.n be 
ascertained, twioc or rather more than twice thickCT than the old bottles. The comparison 
of capacities was made today for this purpose. The new bottles were filled up to 10" from 
the bottom and immersed in a tin tank. The old bottles were filled up to 9" from the bot
tom and immersed in a tank. A solution was prepared from rock salt as concentrated as 
practicable and care was taken that the liquid was at equal height outside and inside. 
The readings were: 

New bolt/~: Old bottle: 

Volt Deft. AveTage : Volt Deft. Average: 

180 6.5 } Detl. Volt 180 9t<iftc1... } Deil. Volt 
181 6.5+ triftc 6.5 181 182 9 much Jess 9 182 
179 6.5 180 9 trifle less 

Now: 

Weight of old bottle d 17 measure ~-
Weight of new bottle 21 

From this result the thickness of the walls wa.s first estimated. This not affording a sure 
test, some bottles were broken and the average showed that new bottles were twice as 
thick as old ones. 

Capacity of new bottle from measurement before made was as 65 . 
Capacity of old bottle 90 

Taking for comparison specific inductive capacity of old bottle glass I, we have 
65 : 90 = 0.722. Now, for the same glass, the capacity of a new jar would have been 
0.722 x 2= 1.444 times that of old, hence the new glass bas 44.4% higher specific inductive 
capacity. It is still not certain, in view of unequal siz.e, whether 25 or 20 or possibly 

only 18 will go in tank. Taking 18 to be the lowest figure for new bottles in one tank then 
New tank 6 5 18 8 . 
--- will be as - X - - or about - . For 20 bottles in the new tank this ratio 

Old tank 90 16 10 

will 1>e nearly ~ , for 25 jars nearly 1.11. ln the least favorable case, the first. we shall 
10 

be able to transform at least 60% more energy than with the old jars; in the best case 2.22 
times a.s much as before. This is good. 
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Colorado Springs 
July 30, 1899 

Alrtlla ob.rerwztions io experiments with coll SOO hlrtu before described. In these 
experiments two external gaps were used in addition to the gaps in tho box, all being in 
series 10 that tho total length of the spade gap varied from 2 1/8" minimum to about 
S" maximum. The two outside gaps were of a fixed length. l" each, while the gaps in the 
spark box varied rythmically with the rotation of the disk. The coil was coDDCCted as 
shown in Diagram I. to the free end of the secondary, the lowest points of the coil being 
about 6 feet from the ground. Resonance wa.5 obtained with 7 tanks of capacity on each 
aide of the primary. As it was thought that the tanks might pcrcoptibly differ in capacity 
Diagram 2. is added showing their position. The primary capacity total wu from approx. 
0.04336 - 0.0498 mfd., according to connections. The effects observed Mre in many ways 
interesting. The streamers produced on top of the coil were generally seven feet and somo
times eight feet long, thick. and violently dartmg about. They did not seem so red a.s those 
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produced before under smlilar conditions. Very often strong brilliant sparb would pus 
from top to bottom of the coil. The rcmarlcablc feature of the sparb was that thoy would 
go in a curve, almost a semicircle, as if they would start out originally in another direction 
and then be deftected to the lower end of the coil. Certainly they could have rea.ched the 
lower end by a route shorter by 40 or SO%. During the display it was observed that no 
sparks passed over the lighJfflng arruters. This was an indication that only a comparatively 
small electromotive force per unit length of ground was set up, too small to bridp the 
gaps on the arresters. Io order to see whether the coil would respond to the next fundamental 
tone the primary cables were joined in series, this making the frequency of the primary 
oscillations just one half. 1bc coil did respond but the effect was, as anticipated. small, 
abo1.1t one quarter. Presently one of the large balls, 30" diam, with a wire of some 20 .feet 
was connected to the top end of the coil. The self-induction coil being adjusted, very 
strong streamers were now obtained showing that the ball had reduced the period of the 
coil considerably. But the vibration of the coil with the ball was still too fast for the primary 
and another ball, 30" diam. was connected in multiple with the first. By again adjusting 
the regulating coil good resonating action was obtained. The sparks and streamers we.re 
now stronger, the former passing sometimes to the top of the secondary, a distaace of 
about 8 I /2 feet in a straight line. But owing to their curved path tho sparks were actually 
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much longer. The sparks passed sometimes alsc. to the ground from a kink in the wire 
connectir" the top of the coll with the balls. the distance of these sparks in a straight line 
was 103". The sparks were much fuller, thicker and louder with the ~ils then without 
them, they were particulg.rly strong and bright when passing from top to bottom of the 
coil. It was plain that much longer sparks could be obtained with more turns in the extra 
coil as then the capacity on tbe end could be reduced. But the experiments also showed 
that the amount of electrical movement in the coil was not very great owing to the small 
St'!Ction of the wire, for when an arc was established between two large balls it ceased to 
pass C\S soon as they were separated a distance of abou~ l foot. The streamers were visible 
and sometimes strong on the wires leading to the ball!! and particularly on the wire leading 
from the top of the coil but still the sparks failed to bridge the gap. This showed that there 
was not enough energy available to charge the balls to a sufficiently high potential while, 
of· course, the passage of the sparks was rendered more difficult owing to the large radius 
of the curvature. The density ought to be inversely as the radius of the curvature, beooc 
the density o n the wire leading to the ball is much greater than on the ball itself, in other 
words, which really means the same, the ball is charged to a lower potential than the wire. 
This seems to me a somewhat novel view to take. Without much thought I would at once 
assume that the pressure on the ball and on the wire is the same, but it must be greater 
on the wire since it can leak out from the same while it does not from the baU. 

The thin wire, or any projection or surf a.oe of small curvature becomes thus equivalent 
to a small hole or Jeak in a pipe or reservoir containing a fluid under pressure and it is 
plain that such surfaces of smaU curvature will greatly diminish the maximum pressure 
obtainable in an oscillating circwL It is very important, as I have often noted, in order to 
insure the high eff:ciency of the apparatus, to malce provisions for overcoming the formation 
of the streamers and to this subject a great deal of attention has been already devoted. 
In signalling to a distanoe, the formation of a streamer on the transmitter impairs very 
materially its effectiveness so that the signals sometimes do not go more than a quarter 
of the d istance or even less just on this account. By using a body of considerable surface, 
wbiob should be spherical or a cylinder with hcmisphcrica.I ends better results arc obtained 
than with a wire Jeading to a height alone, not so much because of the increased capacity, 
but generally only because there is Jess opportunity for a leak and the system is more 
economical in producing an electrical vibration in the ground. A large sphere or surfa.oe. 
provided it is not too large as to interfere with the vibration of the transmitting system is 
better than a small one for the same reasons. 

I have, however, observed long ago in this connection that when the transmitting 
system is formed by conductors of a considerable mass of metal a greater suddenness, 

- OJ.a greater rate of variation per unit time is obtained and the transmittCT is more effective 
in producing disturbanoes at a distance. One obvious cause of this is that usually in such 

a case P: is larger than if the conductors arc oot of great mass, but as far as I have been 

able to judge, the chief reason is that an electromotive force, acting upon a circuit so 
constituted, must give rise to a much greater current, in the first moment when in any 
manner, as by the passage of a spark, a great and very sudden variation in the elcCtromotive 
foroe acting in the system is produced. I make a distinction between these two effects. 
One raises the pressure gradually , the other is responsible for the great suddenness. Thus, 
a mass of metal of minute electrical resistance behaves towards a sudden manifestation 
of electrical pressure much in the same manner as a mass of metal of great inertia behaves 
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towards a sudden pressure caused by a blow. In both cases there is an increa.se of the 
pressure or fo~. When in the experiments, presently described, a smalJ wire was attached 
to one of the balls, the other ball being left as before, the sparb passed readily between 
them at a distance of 6 I /2-7 feet. 

Nevertheless although the spades were very brilliant and to all appearance highly 
effective, no SJJ'Uks very visible on the arresters when the discharge was playing. Evidently, 
the electromotive force developed per unit length of ground was small despite tbe power 
of the sparks. Upon thinking over the causes of the absence of the sparks on the arresters, 
it was soon recognized that in the connection as used only a comparatively slow vibration 
was transmitted upon the ground, the seconda.ry effectively preventing the upper harmonics, 
which would have been competent to produce the sparks, from passing through the ground. 
The connection as first used, which is illustrated in Diagram 3. was now changed into the 
one shown in Diagram 4. AJtho11gh the coil was now excited by a small impressed e.m.f. 

3. 

'· 

S . 

the sparks between the balls were nevertheless quite strong reaching more than 2 l /2 feet. 
This showed that there was also an induced e.m .f. cooperating with the impn:sscd e.m.f. 
in the coil to bring about the great rise. Diagram 4. suggested the connecting of the lower 
end of the excited coil to any other point of the secondary thus regulating the impressed 
e.m.f. at will. Again, in the connection as shown in Diagram 4., there were no sparks Ofl 

the arresters, for the reason pointed out. But when the connectfon iltustrated in Diagram S. 
was made. they appeared and became stronger when conductor c was constituted by a very 
heavy cable. This was to be expected. from the above. h demoostra.ted the obvious fa.ct 
that short waves are more effective giving higher e.m.f. per unit of length in the ground. 
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Nnv 1.n""ctimt coil (or apparatus involving method of magnifying the elrccts by means 
of a conduuq designed for the purpo:;e of io~tigating : tbe propagation ofwa'ru through 
the ground and telegraphy. 

A quick vibrating system was constituted comprising a ball of 30" diam. and a stout 
cable. The period of vibration of this system wu found to be. by resonaoce method. 
240.000 per second. It was excited by sparb passing through a gap of about 7 feet, or 
less, from a wire connected to the top end of a coil excited by the secondary u last descri
bed. It was hoped that stationary waves might be produced by this apparatus as it 
seemed powerful enough. It was deUrable to have ao induction coil the secondary system 
of which would vibrate with the same period if possible, and a coil was wound on spool 
the dimensions of which are indicated in diagram. Now tho system being 240.000=n, 
this gives the wave length 

>..- 186,000 -0.775 
240,000 

·1es >.. 0. 115 ·1cs nu or - - -- rru 
2 2 

or 2000 feet approx. The average length of one secondary turn is a little over 4.S" . this 
will therefore require a little o~ 5000 turns. Now it is desirtJ4 to~ the l /2 mfd. condenser 
on hand for the primary of the coil The primary must have the same period, henoe we 
have to find the inductance of primary 

n 
I - l n y LP x 0.5, (-

1
- )

2 
x 2 - LP-9000 cm. 

24 x JO' 101 480n 

. 
;;t::. .. 

The coil actualy wound for the abo'1C object ha.s 32 layers, 160 turns per layer in the» 

coodary. This makes the length of the secondary very nearly= ~ . The primary has SO 

turns= n. Calculating inductance we have : length of spool : 3.75"=9.525 cm. Arca= 
28.3 x 2500 

= 28.3 sq.cm., from this Lp x J.2S7-=Lp= 9358 cm. Very nearly the value 
9.525 

required. 

Note: It wiU be better, of course, to adopt plan used in New York and design coil 
with a lot of copper. 
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#ObservaJions of resonant ri.re on Westinghouse transformer. 

In order to observe the rise, the spark gap ordinarily used was made so large that 
the secondary discharge could not break through and the voltage on the primary, when 
throwing in the switch, was observed. Several values of primary capacity were experimented 
with. The diagram below indicates the position of the set of condensers on the right side 
looked at from the center of the building towards the entrance. On each side of the primary 
there were then ? sets in series, the connections in one instance 
being indicated in diagram. In each old tank there were 16 jars, 1. 

the capacity ofcachjar being0.00334mfd. lneach new tank there 
were 16 jars, capacity of each jar 10% more, being 0.00367 mfd. 
With tanks a and b off we have, calling C1 total caps.city: 

or 

1 2 2 ---------+------c. (0.00334+0.00367) 16 0.00367 )( 16 )( 3 

C
1 

- 0.00493 ... 0.03424 mfd. 
0.144 

With this capacity on the secondary of the Westinghouse transformer the rise on 
the primary, as observed by Weston voltmeter, was from 102 to 122 volts. With tank 1J on 
each side added, the total capacity being C1 , we have: 

2 2 I 1 
- --+-
0.08544 0.088 ----~-~-~-+-----C2 (0.00334+2x0.00367)16 0.00367 x 48 

and from this C2::o:0.04336 mfd. In this case the rise was from 102 to 126 volts. With tank a 
still added on each side to the preceding, the value C3 of capacity in the secondary was 
0.0498 mfd. and the rise in this instance was from 102 to 130 volts. 

Note: In all cases when the switch was thrown in. the pressure rose higher at first 
and then settled down to the values recorded which are once more given in the results 
summed up: 

Results: 

Capacity in mfd. 
in secondary W. T. 

0.03424 
0.04336 
0.0498 
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on primary Westing. Trans. 

Voltage initial Voltage res. 

102 
102 
102 

122 
126 
130 



Colorado Springs 
July_ 31, 1899 

Proposed condenser from Mantion Water quart bottles 

Comparative test with sample bottles showed as follows: 

De1l. 7 bottles Maniton average three readings 20.66 
} 

degrees on 
scale ,, two old bottles ,. ,. ,. 19.7 

~; II: 

t 
I ,?Ii_ :! 

T 2 .. 
I 

~ 

l 

AVERAGE AVERAGE. .. THICKNESS OF THICKNESS 

~ WAlL 1/1r: OF WAU r.; 
·1 ... 

__ t.J, l Vt. 
J I. .. 

In the first case the e.m.f. was 164 vohs } average values .. ., second ,. ,. ,, .. I 67 ., of three readings 

20.66 19.7 
One new bottle deft. -

7
- . One old bottle deft. -

2
-. Reduced to the same voltage 

. 20.66 167 21 
one of the new bottles would have given -

7
- x 

164 
- ?=3 approx. This gives a 

19.7 
- 2- 19.7 

ratio of capacity of one old bottle to new -----=3.30 or approximately 
3 6 

new bottle 
capacity= 0.3. 

old bottle 

Now· we may have in one tank 39 new bottles whereas only 16 of the old bottles c:ould 
go in. This will give the capacity of the new tank to that of the old as 

39 x 0.3 = .!..!.2.-0.731. 
16 16 

Now mean diam. of cylindrical part of old jar outside = 4.5625". Now mean diam. or 
cylindrical new bottle jar outside= 3.125". Allowance for upper part on old jar 1 1/2" 
taken of same diam. as cylindrical or nearly cylindrical part. 

Similar allowance for new bottle 8/3" . 
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These ftgures t.-ould give: 

Surface of old bottle 

Surface of new bottle 

TC 4 x 4.56252 +7t x 4.5625 (8.5 + 1.5) 

~x 3.1252 +1t'x 3.125(6+8/3) 
4 

50.829 

29.525 

Now a fair idea of the thicknesses of the walls in the two bottles may be obtained 
by ta.king their weight. Measured repeatedly and changing the bottles many times it was 

! Weight of new bottle 24 3 
fountl that was= - - - . Taking into consideration the sur-

Weight of old bottle 32 4 
faces as calculated before this would give 

Thickness of new bottle 

Thickness of old bottle 

50.829 x 24 

29.525 x 32 
_15_2_. 4_8_7 - I 3 1 I 

118.1 - · on y. 

Since the thickness ratio is much greater as found in this way the determination 
of the thickness by weight as above is not practicable without making allowances. The glass 
is evidently uneven, much more so in the old bottles than in the new. In ~e ~'rmer parti
cularly the bottom is heavy which vitiates the result inferred from the weight of the bottles. 
Many bottles were broken and it was ascertained that the average thickness of new bottles 
was three times that of the old. It was quite certain at any rate, that the weakest spot on 
the new bottle was fully three times the thickness of the weakest spot on the old. This 
was the most important thing to asoertain for the bottles give way at the weakest place. 
Now since the capacity of the old bottle in relation to that of the new is found by measu-

50.829 
rcment to be I : 0.3 approx. and the surfaces arc as 

29
_
525 

we can get an idea of the 

specific inductive capacity of the latter with respect to that of the former. The new bottle 
would have for the same thickness, that is one third of the actual, 0.9 instead of 0 .3 and 

. 50.829 . . 
for the same surface 1t would have x0.9 or 1.55 times the capacity of the old, both 

29.525 
things considered so that the specific inductive capacity of the glass in the new bottle must 
be something like 55% greater than that of the glass in the old bottle. 

Vichy water syphon bottles tested with the object of using them in the proposed 
new condensers. Dimensions: 3.8" outside diam. 
The glass is from l /4" to l /4" + I /64" thick, -very uaiform. 

Height available 6 1 /2'' 
Mean diam. Vichy 3.5" 

Compared with Mantion water bottles: = --
Mean diam. Maniton 3" 

Thickness of Vichy 17 Vichy surf ace 
. . =-. Now ------

Thickness of Man1ton 7 Maniton surface 

3.51t x 6.5 
=-

3.125 1t x 8 25 

23 

approx. Now the deflection - average of three readings was with same e.m.f. 
Deflection Vichy 4.3 Th . . . h" . d h h I 
DefJec. Mani ton 9 . e capacities are 1n t 1s ratio an t e tests ows that, whi e the 

Vichy bottles would make excellent condensers, the capacity for two sets in series as 
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desired would be too i;mall. The reason is that the wall is unneoessatily thick If it were 
convenient to use only one set of condensers nothing better could be desired. It having been 
practically decided to adopt the Maniton bottles, tests were made to sec ho~-much pressure 
these bottles would stand safely. Accordingly 7 of these bottles with wall rather weaker 
than normal, hardly I /8" thick, were placed in a tank with the other bottles. The concen
trated salt solution reached to a point about 3" from the top. Paraffin oil was poured to 
nearly the top. First 7500 volts were turned on, then the tension was raised up to lS,000 
volts and the bottles withstood. The· e.m.f. was then raised to 22,SOO volts when the bottles 
began to give way, three ~ing brolcen after some time. The conclusion was that two sets 

of bottles in series would ;Nithstand quite safely at least 30,000 volts. The glass is really 
excellent. These tests were made with 144 cycles per second. A curious observation was 
that when one bottle gave way others followed, this being due to the violent oscillations 
caused or else to the concussion upon explosion. 

A.pproxinu:Ue determination of secondary modified in construction for the 
purpose of overcoming the drawbacks of distributed capacity. 

As before remarked, on a number of occasions, one of the chief difficulties encoun
tered in tho operation of a large oscillator is the distributed capacity, owiQg to which the 
efficiency of the machine - in transmitting an electrical movement to the environing 
media - is greatly impaired. The distributed capacity becomes particularly hurtful when 
the turns. are of large diameter or when, generally stated. there is a great difference of 
potential between portions of the wire not far apart. The adjacent portion of the wire acts 
like a condenser in which energy is stotcd at each alternation, and the amount of this 
stored energy is proportionate to the square of the difference of potential existing between 
tbe portions of the wire constituting the condenser. Now most of this movement of electri
city, occasioned by this distributed capacity, takes plaoc within the coil and does not, 
unless in a very small part, appear in the external circuit. Since the movement in the latter 
circuit is the chief object, the charging aod discharging of the condensers formed by the 
turns of the coil is mostly lost for the purpose for which the machine is designed. ln a 
properly designed osciUater of this kind all the movement produced in the coil should 
be propagated to the eitternal circuit, but this condition can never be rigorously realized. 

c 
1. 

c c c 

f 

The object of the design which will be presently considered is to approach thia degree 
of perfection as nearly as practicable. Referring to Diagram I. illustrating a secondary 
as here used, the object of which is to produce the greatest possible movement of "elcetri-
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city" from E iato C and vice versa. it will be seen that the sucx-.eeding turns form ~mall 
condensers c, c, c, in which a local movement takes place which is not transmitted throqh 
the entire wire. Such a coil S with considerable distributed capacity will, therefore, not 
be cOicient in producing disturbances such as I contemplate using for a number of purposes. 
The distributed capacity is particularly hurtful when it is desired to produce & very high 
potential at C and, as this is generally the case, it is important to adopt a construction and 
observe working conditions such as will reduce the evil to the minimum. I have in similar 
instances attained the object more or less by constructing a secondary in parts 
connected in series through condensers, and) a secondary to suit the present apparatus 
designed on this plan is now to be considc~cd. In order to explain better how such 
condedsers in series act in reducing the effect of distributed capacity, as pointed out before, 
reference is made to Diagram 2. which shows turns or portions of the secondary connected 
through condensers C1, C2, C3• Suppose there would be n such parts as t joined in series 
and let C1 be the total capacity of the coil or secondary S, then the capacity of the tams 

or portion t would be C,. But now, if there be on the ends of this portion t condensers 
n 

C1 and C'.z it is plain that the distribution of electricity along the portion t will .be greatly 
modified by the presence of these condensers and, if their capacity be very nttich greater 
than that of the wire t, almost all of the electricity will reside on the coatings of the con
densers, hence there will be very little local action in the portion t, and most oftbe electrical 
movement created in the wire will be transmitted along the entire length of the same 
from E to C and vice versa. The ma.chine will then a.ct more efficiently and will be much 
more suitable for the transmission of energy through the terminals E and C for whatever 
porpose the energy be intended and in whatever manner it be used. It should be stated 
that in the particular form of oscillator as here illustrated, the lower tu.ms of portions which 
arc closer to the earth, and therefore at a lower potential, arc not nearly as hurtful as the 

c 

E 

upper ones, or to put it more generally, those which arc farther away from the earth con
nection and closer to the free terminal. The latter are, namely, at a much higher potential 
and there exists generally a greater difference of potential between portions of wire of 
the same length when the resonant rise is considerable; as the energy stored in the distri
buted condensers is proportionate, as before stated. to the square of the difference of 
the pressure between adjacent portions, it is, as a rule, of advantage to make the upper 
turns of smaller diameter or to put them farther apart. But in certain instances this very 
drawback can be turned into an advantage and by placing a few of the turns near terminal C 
as close together as practicable a greater electrical movement may be produced in the 
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lower turni; or those nearer to the earth conneotion and the effect exerted at di~tanu may 
thus be increased, though I prefor not to resort to this means as a better result is obtainable 
in other ways. Coming now to the consideration of the secondary to be modified in the 
manner proposed let Diagram 3. illustrate the arrangement as contemplated in the present 
instance, a condenser C being placed between each succeeding turn of secondary S. I shall 

make a rough esti mate on the basis of one primary turn and the maximum primary capa
city available, which is 80 jars on each side giving a total capacity of 40 jars or 40 x 0.0036= 
=0. 144 mfd. approx., there being two sets in series. This woutd give fl = 50,000 per second 
roughly. Assume we work with 30,000 volts from the Westinghouse transformer and 
retain, as at present, 35 turns of the secondary. In this case, considering the distance of 
the secondary turns and their decreasing diameter, the induced e.m.f. in the secondary 
will be much sma.ller than might be inferred from the ratio of transformation which will 
be 35 : 1; with reference to measurements of mutual inductance made before, with a se
condary wound on the same frame, it may be estimated at 18 t imes the primary e.m.f ., 
that is, the induced e.m.f. in the secondary may be assumed to be 18 x 30,000= 500,000 
volts nearly. Taking the number of breaks at 1200 per second as used in some of the pre
ceding experiments with the apparatus, and assuming the charge of condensers always 
effected at an average pre~sure, say 6 / I 0 of 30,000 or 18,000 volts, the energy stored in 

182 x I 06 0 144 
the condensers per second and delivered in the primary will be X -·-- X 

2 106 
x 1200 watts o r 28,000 watts, that is nearly 38 H.P. will be taken by the apparatus under 
these conditions. This is, of course, only an approximate estimate. We may now, oo this 
basis, estimate t he current through the Westinghouse transformer's secondary, which will 

. 750 ); 38 285 
be roughlyesttmatcd --- = - of an ampere, or with losses etc., say on~ 

30,000 300 
ampere. The performance will thus be st ill much below the maximum output of the traos
Tormcr as it can deliver I amp. at 60,000 volts pressure and continuously and, I have no 
doubt, much more, as so far not the slightest increase of temperature has been noted 
after prolonged working. Assume then the current through tbe supply seco ndary to be 
one ampere, the current through the primary of the oscillator wi II be increased by the factor 
Lp 7 
- approx. Herc L=-- and p= 6 n, roughly= ) x JOS. R is difficult to estimate since 
R 10' 

the primary circuit includes the arc over the spark gap. I have adopted a method for de-
termining the resistance of the arc with fair accuracy and this will be the subject of a later 
consideration. The resistance of the primary cables in multiple is entire ly negligible, there 
being in each 37 wires, No. 9. Taking 1265 feet per ohm, the resistance of about 160 feet 
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160 
of such two cables would be =0.0017 ohm only. Not considering the resistance 

1265 x 74 
Lp 

of the arc the factor R would be enormous. 

b
. 7xl04 3 x 10.s 

eing- x 
109 17 

21 x 1.0• - ll 3531 
17 , 

While, of course, such a condition can not be realized in practice we may approa(Jh this 
value more or less by doing away with the arc in the primary as, for instance, in the form 
of an oscillator with mercury breaks, which I have devised to work with low tension so 
that the arc practically does not occur. Or a condenser may be placed in shunt to the 
primary as has been already considered on a previous occasion. By experience I know 
that the initial currents in the primary reach certainly several thousand amperes showing 
by this that the resistance of the arc can not be great. For the present I shall assume that 
it is 18 ohms so that if the condensers are, as supposed above, charged to 18,000 volts 
during ordinary performance, the initial current would be about 1000 amperes in the pri
mary decreasing logarithmically. With this maximum in the primary, the Joss in this 
circuit will not be unduly great. Now the secondary condensers should be of a capacity 
to carry the secondary current at the frequency used. Calling now e the e.m.f. induced in 
the secondary per turn, c the capacity of one of the secondary condensers as before, we 
will have the current through the turn i= e c (J)1 (&) being here 3 x IO' as before assumed. 

500,000 
Now the e.m.f., taking it on the average, will be per tum of secondary e 15,000 

35 
volts approximately, and on the preceding assumption of 1000 amp. maximum in the 

1000 
primary tum, the largest value we may assign to i would be i=--=30 amperes, 

35 
roughly, and this would give 

30 30 f; 3 x 9 x 1011 30,000 
45 x 107 arad or 45 x 107 = 5 6000 em. c 

] 5000 x 3 x 1 o.s 
We would thus require a capacity of about 8000 cm. in each of the condensers to 

carry the secondary current in the oscillator. But this is really too high an estimate and it 
is quite certain that a smaller capacity would do. Since a jar has a capacity of 0.0036 x 
x9x 10'= 3240 cm., two jars would be amply sufficient and possibly also one jar between 
each turn-of the secondary. Taking it on this basis, the total capacity of the secondary 

ul 
2 x 3240 

wo d be 185 cm. approx., while the measured capacity was 36(X) cm. The 
. 35 

effects of distributed capacity would thus be reduced by the use of secondary condensers 
to about 5%. These secondary condensers will, of course, have to be so constructed as to 
withstand not so much the strain on the dielectric - for this they will support easily -
but the sparking over the condenser coating. Let the spark length on the secondary be, 
say, 12 feet and suppose we had 36 secondary condensers, then on the average they ought 
to be able to prevent sparking when the pressure on each is such as to cause a spark of 

12 x 12 
a length of 4" . There will not be much difficulty encountered in this respect, 

36 
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if the condensers are properly desig!led. The virtue of condensers used in sucJi a mannor 
is wcU established and I think it resides in tbe fact that when they are used the charge does 
not distribute itself along the wire. but accumulates on the coatings of the condensers 
thus reducing the effect of mutual electrostatic induction of the adja.oent or near positions 
of the wire, to a large extent, and reducing in this manner the amount of energy stored 
in the coil itself. It now remains to consider the capacity on the cod of the secondary which 
is "free". This capacity ought to be so large that it can take up all the current of the se
condary at the frequency used. Or, to put it otherwise, it should bo able to store all the 
energy the seconda.ry is able to give. There is , however, another consideration which 
must be made in case the secondary is capable of free vibration, and that is that the ca
pacity on the end should be so determined as to secure resonance with the primary. As 
regards this capacity there are then three relations to be borne in mind when deciding 
upon this and they arc : 

i- Ee.(,) 
i 

c - - · · · • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·I) • Ew 
E secondary e.m.f. 

,. frequency 

cE2(t.) 2W 
Watts in secondary W - • or c - -- · · 2) 

2 I £ 2 4> 

L C - c L or c - LP CP • • · · · • · · · · · · · · . • 3) p p I I I L 
• 

Lp inductanco } . . 
Cp capacity 10 prnnary 

L. inductance secondary 

This to follow up. 



Colorado Springs Notes 
August 1-31, 1899 

For want of time following items, partly worked out, have been omitted: 

Aug. 4. General observations of electrical phenomena here with particu.Jarrcferenoe 
to stationary wave5. 

Aug. 6. Experiments with stationary waves on water pipe. Note: Distance from 
groundplatc to End of main exactly 550 feet. 

Aug. 31. Patent matter workrd on: 
I) Production of stationary waves and use of same io general 
2) Distribution of universal time observatories etc. 
3) Indication of direction for ships etc. 





Colorado Springs 
Aug. I, 1899 

Various obser1111tions. In the course of these experiments and particularly during 
the past month a number of highly interesting observations have been made which will 
be presently dwelt upon. 

First of all one is struck by noting the extraordinary purity of the atmosphere which 
is best evident from the clearness and sharpness of outlines of objects at great distances. 
Iri low regions, espccialy where moisture is in excess, the outlines of objects become more 
or less indistinct and confuse at distances of but a very few miles while here at many times 
such distances the outlines appear perfectly clear and sharp. When a train is moving up 
Pike's Peak it is very often quite easy to distinguish not ooly the engine &Dd cars but even 
the windows and wheels oftbe same perfectly, although the distance from the experimental 
station is from IG-12 miles. Quite frequently also the house on top of Pike's Peak can 
be clearly seen with the naked eye. The ranges of mountains 100-150 miles away or more 
can be perceived perfectly. A range at a distance of about 50 miles can be seen plainly 
even at night when the sky is clear. It is wonderful how at times immense objects appear 
dwarfed, while small objects as horses, carriages or men assume unnatural gigantic di
mensions. 

Pike's Peak Range appears at times so close and so ridiculously small, that anyone 
not knowing the reality would be apt to fire a modern rifle at some objeci on the mountain
gjde believing it to be within shot. Nor is this statement exaggerated much as it seems so. 
At other times again Pike's Peak appears far remote and its height much beyond what 
would seem natural The arc lamps at the foot of the mountains Jive to seven miles away 
or more shine with a brilliancy as though they were only as many blocks from the observer 
and under certain conditions an ordinary incandescent lamp of 16 c.p. seems to give out 
as much light, judging from a distance, as ordinarily an arc light does. It appears also as 
big as the latter. This penetration of the light is due to the wonderful purity and extreme 
dryness of the atmosphere. 

The moonlight is of a power baffling description. I have been told that the best 
photographs of the mountains have been obtained by moonlight and I do net doubt it . 
.Exposures of half an hour ought to give clear photographs revealing all details although 
the exposures are as I am told from l 1 /2 to 2 hours. I have nowhere seen such a light. 
Italy is famous for moonlight nights but in my estimation that country can not even com
pare with Colorado. I think this extraordinary brightness of the moonlight is chiefly 
due to the absence of moisture, for there arc many places, as in C.Cntral America, which 
arc located much higher and yet the moonlight, I am told, is not so intense and I can see 
no other reason forth.is except the presence of more vapour in those places. It is not a mere 
saying, but literally true, that during full moon in these parts it is "as light as day". Objects 
can be clearly perceived at distances of many miles and one can easily recognize a friend 
or familiar object at a distance of something like a quarter mjlc if not more. The shadows 
cast by the moonlight are extraordinarily black and sharp. They suggest the Croc1ccs' 
shadows noted in vacuum bulbs and on this account the moonlight is particularly interesting 
and suggesting thought and stimulating the imaginative powers. The shadows of the 
clouds on the plains and mountains are quite dark and clearly defined and it is interesting 
to behold the patches as they speed over the ground. When the moon is absent and the 
nights clear the number of stars visible and their brilliancy is amazing and the sky presents 
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a truly wonderful sight. The twinkling of the stars is very pronounced, they seem to move 
in orbits of as much as ten or fifteen of their own diameters across. At times one observes 
a star burst out into great brilliancy. This is probably due to the remonl of an invisible 
cloud or of a layer of air at a great altitude containing some kind of particles which cut 
off a large portion of the light. One sees shooting stars quite frequently, also colored 
rings around the moon, generally in the advanced hours of the night, at times when the 
air is slightly misty. As this happens generally during very cold nights I believe the colored 
rings are due to minute crystals of ice. 

O)Ning to the extraordinary purity and drynCSJ of the atmosphere the sounds penetrate 
to asto.ilishing distances. This is particularly true of Jrlgh note.s as nearly as I can judge. 
Certain conditions, entirely ex~ptional, concur at times and produce effects of this kind 
which are startling. A bell will ririg in the city several miles away, and it would seem as 
though the bell would be before the very door of the laboratory. During oertaio nights 
when sleepless I have been astonished to hear the talk of people in the streeta &nd sounds 
of this kind in a large radius &round the dwelling not to speak of the grjnding of the whe
els, the rolling of wagons, the puffing of the engines etc. which arc perocptible in such 
a case, and with painful loundness though coming from distances incrcadibly great. These 
phenomena arc so striking that they can not be satisfacto.rily _£xplained by any plausible 
hypothesis and I am led to believe that possibly the strong clectrificatiosa of the air, which 
is often noted, and to an extraordinary degree, may be more or less responsible for their 
oocurenc:c. 

The dryness of the atmosphere, which is still further enhanced by the low pressure. 
is such that wood or other material is made what is called kiln-dry inside of a few hours, 
and is rendered an insulator far more perfect than wood iJ otdinarily. The nails on the 
bands and toes dry out to such an extent that they break off very easily, in fa.ct one has 
to be careful in trimming them. I found the claws of a cat as brittle as glass. The skin on 
the hands dries out and cracks up and is apt to form deep sores particularly if, as often 
in experimentation, one has to wash the haods frequently. The hair gets perceptibly thinou 
owing to the drying out. Colorado is not a good country for hair. This may be of interest 
to people with a tendency towards baldness. People even very siclc do not cough and 
expectorate evidently owing to the dryness of the atmosphere. One does not perspire as 
the sweat is immediately evaporated. It is curious how quick the body get.a dry when 
a bath is taken. Still more this is noted when the body is rubbed with alcohol These ob
servations a.re not often made, unfortunately, u the opportunities for eomfort ~ not 
such as one might desire. 

. In many respects one is disappointed with the aspect of the country itself although 
it is far famed. I think it very uninteresting and even the celebrated Pike's Peale is insigni
ficant. Most of the country is barren, practically a desert, with little vegetable and animal 
life in places. Prairie dogs arc about the only animals one can sec on the plains. One rarely 
sees a bird and the country must be a tedious one to live in for any one with tastes for 
bunting and fishing. But as much as the country is devoid of interest and beauty, so much 
and far more, is the sky beautiful. The si&flts one sees here in the heavens are such that 
no pen can ever describe. The cloud formations a.re the most m~lous sights that one can 
see anywhere. The fridescent colors are to my judgement incomparably more vivid and 
intense than in the Alps. Every possible shade of color may be seen the red &nd white 
preponderating. The phenomena accompanying the sunrise and sunset are often such 
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that one is at the point of not believing his own eyes. At times large ponions of the £Qt 
assume a deep red almost blood-red coJor, so iotenS«; that superstitious people might 
will be frightened when .first seeing it as by some other altogether unusual manifestation 
in the heavens. Sometimes, particuJarly in the forenoon, huge masses of what appears 
to be snow are seen floating in the air and they are so real and tangible, so sharply defined, 
that it is difficult to believe them to be composed merely of vapor. The purity and dryness 
of the atmosphere explains to a degree the sharpness of definition of the boundaries of 
these formations of mist. but it is quite possible that some other causes as electrification 
of the particles cooperate in rendering them so compact as they appear to be. Of course, 
the purer the air, the greater is the difference betw~ the region filled by cloud and that 
surroundins it as regards the passage of light rays, and the boundaries of the cloud appear 
sharper and quasi-solid much on this account. The whiteness and purity of these masses 
of cloud ia such that one has the idea that notbi ng, not even an ange~ could come in contact 
with it without soiling it. Very often when the sun is setting. a considerable portion of the 
sty above the mountain range presents the sight of an immense furnace with white-hot 
molten metal. It is absolutely impossible to look at the melting away clouds without being 
blinded, 10 vivid it the light. On a f cw occasions I have seen the mountains covered with a 
wrute silvery veil most beautiful to see, an unusual occurence and caused by.A fine mistlike 
rain in the mountain region. The intensity of the light on these occasions Was really won
derful. What was remarked before of the shadows of the moon is, and to a much 
greater degree, true of those thrown by the sun. They are inkblaclc and sharply 
outlined. The shadows on the plain and mountains thrown by the clouds appear lilce big 
patches of inking blaclcDcss hurrying along the ground. Particularly interesting arc shadows 
thrown across the sky resembling often large dark streamers, or those which under certain 
conditions are formed and are 'Visible like dark columns extended from the ground to the 
sky. These shadows seem to be best visible in the middle of the afternoon or a litt.Jo later 
when the sun in fairly down and on days when it has been extremely hot and sultry in the 
forenoon &nd the clouds are formed quickly and arc of great.et' density than usual. 

A very curious phenomenon is the rapid formation and disappea.ranc.e 
of the clouds. One can watch them continuously forming and disappearing rapidly and one 
merely needs to tum away for a few moments when he may see that the aspect has changed, 
new clouds having replaced those he saw before. On many ooc:asions. just after sunset, 
I have seen ICCIDingly dense, white clouds appear as by enchantment below the mountain 
peaks. So quickly did these clouds or mist form that their appearance was much like the 
projection of an image on the screen. The wonderful beauty of the cloud formations as 
seen here is, however, enhanced not only by the incredible sharpness of the outlines and 
vividnesa..of ..color but also by their accidental arrangement and forms they assume. Not 
unf rcquently one can see clouds resembling all kinds of known objects, this adding much 
to the eajoyment one finds in observing them. In fact I have scarcely ever watched the 
clouds here without noting among the shapes resembling some or other familiar object. 
It is probably owing to the peculiar character of the clouds here that phenomena of this 
kind may be almost daily observed whereas in other parts they are very rare. Very often 
I have seen low on the horizon what appeared to be immense fields of ice as a sea frozen 
in the midst of a storm but so wonderfuUy real that it wou.ld be impossible to give an idea 
of it by a description however vivid. At other times there appeared ranges of mountains 
which one could not distinguish from the actual, on the horizon or the wide ocean, with its 
deep green, or dark blue, or black waters stretching out as far as the eye could reach. 
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Nor was this an ordinary resemblance which coe could banish from the mind by a small 
effort of will, but was rather of nature of those visions or hallucinations which make it 
necessary for one to pinch himself to fully realize that his senses have been deceiving him. 
More than once I have seen this ocean dotted with green islands or populated with glit
tering icebergs or sailing vessels or even steamers not less real to the eye because they 
were form&tions of mere mist or cloud. 

Almost every evening, after sunset. and when the sky is clear, the horizon towards 
the plains becomes peculiarly tinged with colors of surprising vividness, all the colors 
of the rainbow being rcpresentcd1, the strata higher above the horizon beginning with 
red and passing through all nuances, the lowest strata finishing with blue, violet and 
black. As it grows darker the black line rises continuously above the horizon. This pheno
menon illustrates in an interesting manner bow the sun's rays are deviating from the 
straight course and are being continuously de&cted downwards to the more dense strata 
of the atmosphere. Among the seemingly infinite variety of clouds there are four typical 
forms regularly observable which are of surpassing beauty. They arc: 

1) Red clouds, which arc seen very frequently in the early morning hours at sunrise 
and. though Jess frequently, in the evening when owing to a greater iteroentage of moisture 
the clouds are denser, more like rain clouds. They reach an intensity-of color equal to that 
of a ruby of the "pigconblood" species. They arc particularly beautiful when appearing 
in detached masses. 

2) White clouds which are seen chic1ly in the forenoon or in the early part of the 
afternoon though not so often. The whiteness and purity of these clouds and their sharpness 
of contours which bas been already ref erred to makes them a unique sight. lt would be 
difficult to offer to the eye a greater treat than it finds in the contemplation of these masses 
of mist, generally fu>ating in big detached lumps in the blue sky. I note that these clouds 
arc seen generally after a short rain when the wind. springing up suddenly, clean the 
sky, leaving only a few large and separate masses of vapor. 

3) Clouds presenting the appearance of immense lumps of gold. These arc iridescent 
clouds witnessed chietly at sunset. They present a striking sight, particularly when they are 
small and detached from each other and the sun's rays can penetrate them more freely 
thus heightening at times to a degree really incredible the intensity of the iridescence. 
Their color is absolutely like that of gold and the similarity is rendered complete by the 
forms they assume which are those of gold nuggets found in nature, but generally they 
pass from pure yellow to a reddish yellow of the kind pccuJiar to gold found in certain 
countries or generally gold containing a small percentage of copper. A feature of these 
J!!.OS~ beautiful clouds is that they persist in their iridcsoenoe but a very short while. Usually 
they last only from five to ten minutes and often even not so long, although the yellow 
color may generally persist on the edges for as much as half an hour, more so in the morning 
than in the evening hours. 

4) Clouds rcsembUng lumps of incandescent metal. These clouds arc most wonderful 
to behold and the intensity of the light emitted by them is such that it baffles description. 
I have never before seen anything of this kind in the Alps or elsewhere. One can see all 
nuances of color exhibited by heated metal or coal, from dull red to blinding white incan
desccooe such as is seen in silver furnaces known in German as the .. Silbcrblick". But 
most generally these clouds present the appearance of lumps of glowing coal surpassing. 
if anything, the latter in brilliancy and intensity of color and the sense of sight is still more 
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completely deceived by the gradual burning away of the glowing mass offering to the eye 
the spectacle of a mass of charcoal which is being quickly consumed in a furnace . with 
a very strong draught. How can the intensity of the light emitted by these clouds be explai
ned? They throw out at times a light which to the eye is as intense and blinding as that of 
the sun's disk itself, yet they present a surface ·many hundred times greater than that of 
the sun's disk. Is it not possible that in this intense iridescence, not to say incandescence, 
we sec not only a phenomenon of reflection and refraction of the rays of light but also, 
at least partially, of conversion of dark radiations of the sun into such which cause in our 
eye the. sensation of ~ight? O~. i~ not exactly this, might it no~ be possibl~ that the dark 
rays being absorbed an the mist m some way or other reduce 1the absorption of the light 
rays and render the process of reflection and refraction of the latter more economical? 
I can not recolJect any experiments carried on with the object of ascertaining the inftuence 
of temperature on these processes. A hot glass lens ought to be more efficient in letting 
the light rays through than a cold one. But, reasoning in the same strain, it would appear 
that reilectioo from a swface ought to be impaired by heating the latter. Furthermore 
I should think that it can not be indifferent for these two processes at what temperature 
the body rcftocting or refracting the rays is maintained, at least one must infer so from the 
aooepted theories according to which the dark aad luminous radiations morely differ 
in their wave lengths but are otherwise identical. The most plausjble view on the above 
phenomenon still seems to me that first expressed, according to which invisible radiations 
are partially converted into luminous rays or radiations thus supplying the addit.ional 
light ~hich it is difficult to account for otherwise. It is not impossible that a phenomenon 
similar to 1luorcsoence might be produced by beat rays falling upon the particles of mist 
thus heightening the light effect or there may bo caused, by the dark rays. a decomposition 
or falling apart of the vapor particles (as Tyndall demonstrated) - and this process may 
be accompanied by some evolution of light. Certainly the particles capable of producing 
SllCh vivid iridescence must be very minute. much smaller than ordinary particles compo
sing the clouds and their form can not be but a passing one as is evidenced by the rapid 
disappearance and reappearance of clouds already mentioned. These four types of cloud , 
which can be observed here almost daily and which in purity, brilliancy and depth of color 
a.nd sharpness of outlines surpass by far such clouds noted in other parts, constitute the 
chief attractions of the incomparable beauty of this sky. These phenomena. would be more 
appreciated if they were more rare, but the fact is that for most people they loose a large 
portion of their charm by forcing themselves upon the eye too frequently. We are used to 
speak of .. Sunny Italy" but compared with Colorado that country might be almost Jilcened 
to foggy England. They tell me that there arc scarcely 10-20 days in a year, on the average. 
when the sun does not shine and even this estimate is rather exaggerated. Since my ar
rival here about the middle of May, with the exception of a few passing thunderstorms, 
the days were clear with just enough clouds in the sky to break the m.onotony of the blue. 

No wonder that consumptives and generally people in feeble health arc getting on 
here so well. The purity of the air, the altitude, which compels exercise of the lungs to be 
continuously and unconsciously practised owing to the lesser density of the air and smaller 
percentage of oxygen (about 20% less than at sea level), the dryness of the air which is 
altogether exceptional, all these causes may cooperate more or less efficiently in improving 
the condition of the patients, but I believe that the chief cause of betterment is to be found 
in the profuse and cheering sunlight. Whether the light produces a specific germicidal 
effect is a matter of conjecture as yet, as far as 1 know. I learned here that experiments 
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had been carried on to ascertain whether there are any Roentgen rays emitted by the 
sun or prcduced in CJther ways by the sun's rays but the results were negative. Similar 
experiments, I am told, were conducted for a long period on Pike's PcaJc but"Uo action on 
a photographic film. which was the means of these investigations, was noted, at least 
not such as might be attTibuted to Roentgen rays. I think though that rays of this kind 
must be ultimately demonstrated to exist in the radiations of the Sun as well as of most 
other sourc:c,, of intense light and heat. It is possible that such rays are. in a measure. 
active in arresting the process of decay caused by the bacillus. I conclude that. since the 
bacillus of tuberculosis is an organjsm developed under exclusion of light. such rays of 
short wave length, made by any means to penetrate the tissues and reach the affected 
parts of the same, must needs be inimical to the development of the microbes not used 
to such rays. Though this conclusion might not prove true, still there is a good foundation 
for it, and I am hopeful that with the apparatus I am now perfecting for other purposes 
as well as this, it will be possible to produce Roentgen rays of great intensity which will 
fumish the long sought for means of suocessfully combating tbesc dreaded deseases of the 
i11temal organs. Whatever be the cause of the marvelous improvement noted in patients 
it is a fact that most people afflicted with these ailments, and often pronounced beyond 
medical help, recover and get soon seemingly quite weU here. A short while ago I was 
induced by a friend to go to a dinner he gave in my honoT where r met a number of more 
or less interesting people. The conversation during the entire evening was an animated 
one and the entertafoment highly enjoyable. Everybody seemed to be in high spirits and 
exce11ent health. But my pleasure was spoiled in the end wbe11 I learned before parting. 
with painful ll!.t:mishment, from a f ricnd who is a Vt:r'J skilled and competent physician, 
that of the two dozen people I met scarcely one iodividoal bad more then one whole lung 
left, the majority of them being in fact "much farther gone" as be said, so that they would 
infallibly die in a very short time if they would leave here. I soon learned that there were 
thousands of consumptives in the place, about the only healthful people being coachman, 
and I concluded that while th.is climate is certainly in a wonderful degree healthful and in
vigorating, only two kinds of people should come here: Those who have the consumption 
and those who want to get It. That the sun's light and heat exercise a highly beneficial 
effect on these sick people may be inferred with certainty from its effect upon people who 
are quite well. It is curious to note how agreeable and indispensable the sunshine becomes 
here after a while. Even healthful people become sad and unstrung when the sky gets 
clouded and dark. I have however, observed such an effect before but it is quite natural 
that it should be so here where the sun shines constantly day after day. I do not suppase 
that in London or even in New York, where the weather is comparatively fair much at
tention is paid as to whether the sky is clear or clouded, but here every laborer laments 
whe~n the sun does not shine. Despite the beautiful spectacle offered by the parting sun 
one feels sad when its disk sinks behind the mountains and one is thoroughly glad to soe 
it rise again. These feelings arc experienced, of course, everywhere, but somehow they arc 
of greater intensity here than elsewhere. Considering the elevation, the smatJ density and 
exceptional purity and extreme dryness of the air, the scantiness of the vegetation and 
particularly the scarcity of pTotecting timber, the vastness of the practically desert prairies 
over which the wind can sweep unimpeded, the geographical -position of the country 
llDd otheT causes and conditions determining the character of the climate it is oot dif
ficult to guess the general nature of the weather in Colorado. Nevertheless it is a surprise 
to learn that the climate is mild in an extraordinary degree, the storms coming but seldom 
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and lasting one or two days at the mos~ the snow remaining scarcely over more than thirty-· 
-six hours on the ground. 

In fact Colorado people seem to be particularly proud of their winter climate. rcx
pressed to a friend my delight at the wonderfully fine and bracing weather we had so far, 
but he astonished me by saying: ••This is not a fair opportunity to judge. To form a correct 
opinion of the qualities of this climate you must come here in wintertime". I could scarcely 
conceive how it could be possibly finer and more agreeable then so far experienced. [ expect 
to get data as to the pressure, temperature, moisture etc. The pressure at present is about 
24" average, considerably less than at sea level but, owing to the bracing air, one does not 
feel much the effect of the rarefaction of the atmosphere except when performing some 
physical work, when one gets quickly out of breath. The humidity must be extremely 
small otherwise one would feel both the heat and cold much more. The mean temperature 
presently at noon is about 80° in the shade but in sunshine it is different. I believe the 
good people here are more or less inclined to find the days in summer cooler than they 
arc in reality, and they seem also to prefer to be silent about cold snaps which occasionally 
come in wintertime. But from some indiscreet persons I have learned that the thermometer 
was at times very near 40° below zero and in the plain sunshine of summer it is apt to be 
.. way up" as my informants told me. I feel sure it can not be far from 1.50°. ]'he power of 
the sun's rays on certain days when the atmosphere is particularly calm. dry and pun~. 
is such as to positively surpass belief. The waterpipc passing for some distance across the 
field to the laboratory being partly uncovered the heat was as a rule so fierce that the 
water came out boiling and steaming like in a Russian bath. It would be impossible to 
hold the band in it, even for a few moments, for it would at once cause a severe pain. 
One day, a~ut five o'clock in the afternoon, the rays fell through the open door on a 
high tension transformer which I had brought from New York and, before anybody could 
notice it •. melted out all the insulation, rendering the apparatus completely useless. I ob
served the danger a few days before and wamcd the assistants to watch the machine, but 
unfortunately on that day the usual precautions were omitted. Several barrels filled with 
concentrated salt solution were placed outside of the laboratory, and the pressure in them 
rose every day as in a steam boiler, and a f cw of them were damagedl When the cock was 
opened the water squirted out to a grcac distance across the field and it was thought 
advisable in order to avoid butsting and damage, to leave a small op~ning in the barrels 
for the escape of the steam. The most astonishing experience of this kind was, however, 
the heating of a wooden ball covered with t. .lfoil, which was supported above the roof, to 
a point it was deemed uns<'fe to expose it to the sun's rays. It emitted a denc;c vapor actually 
like smoke, and the tinfoil crumbled awayl This cxces<Jivc heating seemed to take place 
suddcnly.._l ~licve that it occurs when, owing lo the removal of a layer of impu1c air, 
a particularly clear path is opened for the sun's rays, which then pass through the pure 
medium without much loss. Often I have felt a scorching pain on the check or neck to 
come on suddenly when working in sunshine, and I can only explain it with the above 
assumption. But the most interesting of all are the electrical observations which will be 
described presently. 
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Colorado Springs 
Aug. 2, 1899 

New induction coil for portable apparatus, designed for investigation outside con
tained in box. Condorser method. Particulars: Secondary wound with wire No. 30, 32 layers 
plus one layer with thick cord. Turps 180 per layer. Total number of turns 5670. Least 
turn l.2S X7t=? longest turn 3.Sn= ? average 2.l25X7t=6.675" or 17 cm. approx. 
for average length of one turn. Resistance of secondary 375 ohm. The dimensions 
of spool are as in sketch below. 

, .. 
I 

{'. 
I 

' I 
I 
I 

H 
7fMi' UP TO CORD 

4" 

I t--•'f-

J 
] 
""] 

l.75 

The ava}lable length of coil 4" - l /4 
for two fibre flanges /= 3.75". The primary 
SO turns as a coil before wound cord 
No. 20, Res= 0.51 ohm. The length of ave
rage turn 10.6" = 2-6.93 cm. Total Jength of 
wire in primary 530"==1346.2 cm. 

In connection with this there is to be 
used : a condenser to be adjusted, a charging 
coil experimental like wire to be adjusted to 
the condenser and brea£, a Thoma.s clockwork 
with wheel l 80 teeth for break, the arbor 
carrying also a sensitive device so that same 

1~.-
1.!! clockwork will serve for break and first sen--i· 

r sitivc device. A second sensitive device in 
secondary of oscillating transformer driven by aMther Thomas clockwork. This latter 
nccd not be used when self-exciting process with condenser employed. Relay brought 
from New Y orJc 996 ohms or thereabouts. This final. 

Mantion bottles to be used compared with Champagne bottles. The latter would 
seem to be better suited. The tests showed as follows: Comparing 2 bottles of each kind 
filled as far as practicable and placed in tank with rock salt solutfon as in previous instances 
charged to same potential 356 volts approximately, the average of four readings was for: 
Maoiton bottles 13° deft. for Champagne bottles 9.5° deft. 

Th
. . Capacity of Mani ton J 30 
1s gives: = -

Capacity of Champagne 95 

Weight of Maniton 23 
How by taking weight: . = -
· Weight ot Champagne 36 

These figures give a slight advantage to glass in Champagne bottle, but the latter 
was larger than the Maniton about 1 /4" outside and contained a trifte over one quart. 
Furthermore, there is the usual hollow bottom (to deceive customers) and this increased 
the surface in the Champagne bottle. In view of this the conclusion is that the glass is 
not greatly different in respect to dielectric qualities in both the bottles. The Champagne 
bottle would unquestionably break down first because of hollow bottom, as it would be 
difficult to exclude the air. It would also be difficult to get the required number of such 
bottles in this quiet town. This compels use of Maniton. 
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Consid~ the following case: A condenser is connected in series with another to 
a generator of high tension. A circuit making and breaking device is arranged in a bfidge 
between the condensers as illustrated in diagram. When the circuit is closed through this 

,. BREAK 
DEVICE 

OSCllL 
PRIMARY 

device the condenser included in the circuit of the generator is charged to the full potential, 
but when the device breaks the CUJTent path. the charge is distributed over the two con
densers. Such an arrangement with two condensers has certain valuable features in con
nection with oscillators. particularly when they are worked from a gcnerator·of very high 
and constant e.m.f. The condenser included in the generator circuit prevents snort circuiting 
of the generator in case of defective action of the make and break device and the amount 
of energy drawn from the source is limited to a quantity which can be exactly determined 
beforehand. The arrangement is sometimes of value also with alternate current generators. 
The condenser C1 then performs the function of a reducing valve on a reservoir such as 
is used in connection with a distribution system of some gas under great pressure. By means 
of such an arrangement an oscillator may be worked safely from a generator of any e.m.f. 
and at any desired pr~ure. In th~ case as illustrated the total capacity is 

c- c. c1 
C1+C1 

and the energy stored by one charge in the system is 

_.!.._ pz c. c2 
2 C1 +C2 

Now p ... p,+p2 

I 2 J 2 J 2 C1 C2 - p 1 C1 + - p 1 C2--P 
2 2 2 c, + c2 

and 

and from Uris Pi C, -P2 C2 

PC2 PC1 
Pi - ; P2 ----"-

C1 + C2 c,+c2 
and 

. . . . I) 

2) 

3) 

Suppose the process be such that C1 first be charged to full pressure P and then 
disconnected and charge distributed over the two condensers, C2 being the condenser 
belonging to the oscillator, whereas C1 is the regulating condenser, then since 

and 

is the pressure on condenser C2 which it was the object to find. 
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Colorado Springs 

Aug: l....IS99 

Modifications of apparatus, involving contknsu method of magnifying effects, 
experimented with .. Se/f~:xciting" process. 

In this special mcdification of condenser method, an effect prcduced upon the 
sensitive device is rendered accumulative not only as in some other modifications, but more 
so by a process oomparablc to the self-excitation of a dynamo. Thus much feebler initial 
effects are made sufficient to cause the sensitive devioe to break down and the receiver to 
be operated. This process accomplished 1 ... his manner will certainly have many valuable 
uses. A few arrangements which have been experimented with are recorded below. They 
ue self-explanatory. The lettering makes Diagram 1. fully clear with reference to previous 

I. 

c 

e d 

diagrams of this kind. a is the sensitive devioe, d a make and break device, Ca condenser P 
the primary and S the secondary of oscillatory transformer.Ba battery and L an inductance 
suitably adjusted. The sensitive relay usually employed may be in the circuit containing 
battery B, inductance L, and the devices d and a; or, it may be in the circuit of secondary 
S and device a in which case this circuit will contain an additional battery. There will 
also be in the circuits the usual adjustable resi$tances to adjust the instruments and insure 
the best action. From tho diagram it will be easily seen that when the device a is at first 
very slightly affected. the condenser is charged more and the secondary currents become 
more strongly excited in their tum. the device and so on, until the device breaks down and 
diminishes sufficiently in resistance so that the relay is operated. This method has been 

2. 

Q c 

p 

e d 

p 

L 

found excellent and will have besides telegraphy many valuable uses since by its means 
effects, too feeble to be recorded in other ways, may be rendered sufficiently strong to 
cause the operation of any suitable device. A number of modified arran.gements as have 
been experimented wiJI now be recorded. Referring to diagrams which follow in Fig. 2. 
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an arrangement identical with that in Fig. I. is shown. only the relay itself is m&de to be 
the transfonner by being suitably proportioned to the bTealc and condenser and having 
on top of primary windings PP a secondary S S wound with fine wire and conta.initrg 
a battery B' u shown. The secondary excites the sensitive device a until it breaks down 
when the relay is operated. This arrangement is not the most pref erablc to employ as 
better results will be obtained with an independent transformer and relay, but it bas the 
features of compactness and simplicity. lt can be, however, still further a.implificd by doing 
away with inductance L . 
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The batteries Band B' may be connected t.o cooperate in their acts upon sensitive 
device a or to oppose each other. The former seems preferable. The condenser should be 

s • 

of /.arg~ capacity. In Diagram 3. the form of connections is illustrated which was found 
most convenient for experimentation. An independent sensitive relay is used and adjustable 
dead resistall()CS ' and r ' in primary and secondary circuits. Tho inductance L is also made 
adjustable and so is also break device d though this is not indicated in the diagram. lo 
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Fig. 4. again !>Ian is shown which is suitable wheo, instead of a sensitive device as has 
been described before and which is based on the properti~ of minute conducting grains, 
a minute gap a is employed. This special device comprises two points alDJ~St in contact 
and in an atmosphere or medium the insulating properties of which are impaired to such 
an extent that it brCJks down readily upon a slight increase of the electrical pressure. 
The additional adjustable inductance Li serves to bridge the gap and allow normally 
a. small current to pass and to charge condenser C, to strain sufficiently device a. The 
relay R may be otherwise plaocd. Finally, in Diagr. S. a modification is shown with an 
additional induction coil P' S ', B" and d', the latter device making and breaking the circuit 
and straining device a by currents generated in secondary S'. Tho diagram is otherwise 
self-explanatory. The relay may be, as stated before, otherwise inserted. 

Colorado Springs 
Aug. S, 1899 

Experiments with contklUl!r !Mtluxl of magnifying effects continued. More of the 
modifications described: In Diagram l. a resistance, preferably.indueovc, is placed around 

.. 
p s 

sensitive device a for the purpose of regulating the charge of condenser C and thereby 
determining the degree of excitation of device a' in secondary circuit of transformer. The 
adjustable resistance r serves to regulate stra.in exerted upon device a by battery B. The 
terminals or plates pp' arc placed in suitable locations of medium or media, one in the 
air, the otheT in the ground generally. Otherwise the diagram explains itself. 
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In Diagram 2. the second sensitive device is omitted and the secondary S is con
nected around sensitive device a. Other accessories, as adjustable resistances, arc lilcewise 
omitted for sake of clearness. 
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In Diagram 3. again the coil L is made the secondary of another coil which is sup
plied from primary o~illating transformer PS, the latter being controlled in its j,erfor
mance by sensitive device a. 

8 ° R 

In Diagram 4. a similar arrangement i$ illustrated as shown on a previous occasion, 
the secondary S being connected around sensitive device a and containing another sensitive 
device, relay and battery, other accessories being omitted for reasons above given. 

o· 

Colorado Springs 
Aug. 6, 1899 

Experiments with Condenser method of magnifying effects. More of the arrangements 
experime~tcd: with described: 

I , R 2. 3. 

Cl s c c 

8 B 

139 



The three diagrams shown illustrate arrangements as v-&riously carried out in a form 
of portable apparatus referred to before. Referring to Fig. I . the sensitive devi<:e a was 
one coosisting of a small glass tube and two metalic plugs., the tube being i'alated by a 
Thomas Clockwork. Coarse nickel chips prepared as before described were used in the 
tube. An improvement was effected by cleaning the chips first with dilute acid and allc.aline 
soh1tion and destillod water and alcohol at the last. ln one apparatus the plugs were I /8" 
apart, tube I /4" diam. half filled. Condenser l /2 mfd. one of the small ones before used. 
L, S, P and d were as described on another occasion. The results were good. In D iagram 2. 
the same devices were used in a slightly different way as will be plain from tho diagram. 
The receiver R was put in series with device a so as not to be affected much by operation 
of break device d. This seemed better, results are very satisfactory. In Diagram 3. the 
improvement was carried still furthcT the same devices being again used. The delicately 
balanced lever of receiver R was very little affected by the sudden action of the break, 
the pull was steady in consequence and a better adjustment was possible. The results were 
now most satisfactory. One cell of LeclencM dry being quite sufficient. 

Erideace of stationary waves water pipe 

Colorado Springs 
Aug. 7, 1899 

Some dispositions of apparatus experimented with in which tho secondary of an 
oscillating transformer was used to excite the sensitive device have shown results vastly 
better and it seems that the increased sensitiveness is due partially at least, to the fact 
that one terminal of the secondary connected to a sensitive device (which unexcited has 
a resjstaoce of about 100,000 ohms or more) is practically open and that therefore by the 
slightest disturbance a high pressure can freely manifest itself and break down the insu
lation of the device. To investigate further the capacity of such arrangements a great num
ber were tried of which some follow : One of the earlier arrangements was as illustrated 

d 

• .. 
s c 

8 B 
R R 

in I. In this case the secondary S was closed by the condenser C too large for it, and the 
aelf-induction (very large) L was inserted to overcome this defect and for other reasons (2). 
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The next arrangement adopted was as shown in 3. In this case the terminal of secondary, 
or respectively its continuation up to t was open or insulated - at least practically so .and 
the apparatus was more sensitive when the secondary had a great number of turns. it was 
better to place battery B and receiver R between the other end of secondary and the cor
responding terminal of the condenser. but when the secondary did not have as many turns 
the apparatus gcocrally worked better with battery and relay plaocd as shown in 3. as 

J . R 

d 

s I' .c 

c 

. B 

R .. 
R 

they caused a certain rise - by their capacity and self-induction - of the electrical pres
sure on terminal t of sensitive device. 

A modification of Fig. 2. is shown in Fig. 4. In this case the self-induction L was 
replaced by relay R R which had one of its legs or coils inserted in each of the two branches 
of the circuit leading from the condenser as illustrated. As the relay had a very high winding 
and high resistance nearly 1000 ohms, this left the secondary practically opened and free 
to work on· sensitive device a. 

s . 

• 

It wu ob~ed in some experiments that a sensitive device becomes more responsive 
to feeble disturbances when, instead of being excited by direct connection to a source, 
it is strained from a source from some distance. In some instances the apparatus was 
affected and the relay responded to a small bell from a great distance. It is probable that 
the increased sensitiveness is due to a certain freedom or looseness of the grains of nickel 
which were used and which does not exist to such extent by direct connection to a battery. 
These observations led to investigating the capacities of some such arrangements typically 
illustrated in Diagram S in which the device is excited by induction . 
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Colorado Sprtnts 
Aug. 8, 1899 

Other ways of connecting apparatus when using open acting secondary for exciting 
sensitive device. 

I . 

p c 
c 

d 

II 

As in some previous experiments the fine relay R was affected by the break d, t.be 
relay with an adjusted high ohmic or inductive resistance I was placed in a special brancb 
circuit (1.) It being found, furthermore, that when the sensitive device is very delicately 
adjusted. it often would not loose the excitation quickly enough by rotation (when a ro
tating cylinder a.s often experimented with before was used), but it would always loose 
the excitation by breaking the battery circuit -the disposition illustrated in 2. was adopted 
in which the relay R was made to break the battery circuit by opening cont.act c which 
was fixed similarly to that of an ordinary bell or buu.er with a fine spring so that the relay 
could complete the contact underneath (not shown) working the printing apparatus or 
other appliance. 

The under contact was, however, dispensed with by connecting around contact c 
a circuit of very high resistance including another fine relay which was brought into action 
whenever the lever of relay R was pulled toward the core. 

Instead of using the clockwork with break before referred to, an ordinary magnetic 
circuit breaker with contact was employed to operate the primary P and to generate thereby 
the currents in secondary S for excitation of devioc a. This simple arrangement is shown in 
Diagram 3. To provide for excitation of condenser &nd consequently of sensitive device 
up to the point desi red various plans were investigated of which some follow here : 

3 •. 

.j. <I 
1, 

( 

p a, 

II 
R J 
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In Fig. 4. for instance, the resistance of device a unexcited being practically infinite 
an other battd-y B1 with 1elf..jnduction coil /1 was placed around the condenser to excite 
the same and by the action of secondary S also sensitive devioe a . 

'· .. 

s ,. 
R 

B 

Again in Fig. 5. around the ends of the primary P was connected a Battery B1 in 
series with buzzer b and adjusted self-induction /1• The latter was S-O graduated that the 
induced currents in S would strain the device a to the point of breaking down. Still another 
such plan was tried by placing a separate circuit comprising coil P, Battery B, and buzzer b 
at a suitable distance of secondary S, such that the preparatory excitation of device a was 
effected. 

CCJ/orado Springs 

Aug. 9, 1899 

Other dispositions of apparatus experimented with. One of the plans before described 
was modified in the manner illustrated in l ., the battery B 1 which effected the preparatory 
excitation being placed as iJ1d.icatcd so as to work through the primary P and C<Jnjointly 

with main battery B. 

1, 

c 

Fig. 2. illustrates a disposition similar to one experimented with before, only in 
series with buzzer b and auxiliary exciting battery B1, a primary which was adjustable 
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(P
1
) was used. This arrangement was modiJied to the one illustrated in Diagiam 3. The 

intention befog to use the same break for both prima.ries P and P 1• Neither of the plans 
(2 and 3) seemed capable of such results as were readily obtained in some previous dispo
sitions. These experiments showed that the proper way was to modify plan 3 into one 
illustrated in 4. 

'· 
8 

s 

II 

In this case a break device with two contacls is provided which make &ad break 
simultaneously both the main primary P and auxiliuy primaty coil P1• In auxiliary cir
cuit P" for purpose of adjustment, a resistance r or I dead or inductive is included. 

Colorado Springs 
Aug. 10, 1899 

Further modifications of apparatus experimented with. 

I. 
2 " 
_J__-~~~~~~~o>--~~~ 

I • 

s 

0 

An arrangement as illustrated in 1. was made to see whether excitation (preparatory) 
couJd be conveniently effected by shunting around break d a circuit including very high 
graduated self-induction /1 with battery B1• This worked fairly well. 

To avoid certain disadvantages in previous similar forms of apparatus - as the 
permanent closure of condenser - a number of modifications based on the use of two 
condenser was resorted to and experimented with, some of which are illustrated in diagrams 
following. 
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In Diagraip 2. two condensers C and C, are placed in sedes, one of them befog 
shunted by graduated self-induction I and battery B1• The other condenser C, being larger, 
allows tbe current from battery B to pass through break and coil I when device a is excited. 
Not very good. A modified plan is illustrated in 3. In this case the auxiliary battery B

1 
charges the two condensers C and C1 in series, whereupon one of them is discharged 
through the break d. This is fair . .. 

,. 
c 

c 

II 

In 4. the battery (main) is so placed that a high e.m.f. is charging the condenser yet 
current through the sensitive device is small. 

Colorado Springs 
Aug. J 1, 1899 

MeanuemenJ of capacity of the new condoasers prepared from Maniton 
Water bottles. 

With the exoeptioo of three tanks in which bottles with green glass were used all 
the remaining bottles were of dark g/OS$. The test did not show much difference between 
the two kinds of glass and all the tanks separately measured were fonnd to be, after proper 
filling in of the solution, of the same capacity or very nearly so. All the bottles were first 
connected in quantity aod the capacity compared with that of J /2 mfd. standar4 condenser. 
The de:&ctions were almost exactly as 36 : 44, 36° for the 1 /2 mfd. and 44° fer the bottles. 

11 
'The capacity of all the latter was therefore 

18 
= 0.611 mfd. This would give for one bottle, 

since there were 576 bottles, the average value of 
11 

0.00106mfd. or0.00106 x 
18 x 576 

x 9x10' "5'cm. As there are 36 bottles in each of the tanks we get for one tau 
36x0.00106=0.03816.mfd. or 36x955=34,380cm. As each side bas 8 tanks the capacity 
of each side would be 0.03816X8= 0.30528 mfd. or 275,040 cm. and when, as mostly 

the case, the two sides are in series the total primary capacity will be 
0

·
611 

= 0.15275mfd. 
4 

or 0.1S21Sx9 x 10'= 137,475 em. When working with one primary turn. taking the 

:_.... f . 7 
auuuctanoc o prunary as I OS henry we get 

2w / 1 2.os4 
T- JOl '\J0.15275 x IO'--ror- and n-48,700 per sec. 
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Other modifications of signalling apparatus experimented with • . 

Several ways of providing for initial excitation when using oscillatory transformer 
principle are illustrated in diagrams which follow: 

a 

B 

R R 

8 

1n the first diagram the excitation is provided through auxiliary battery B1 the strength 
9f which is regulated by adjustable resistance (inductive or ohmic) '· The two batteries . -
B, B 1 are so con.nected that they join in straining device a. 

In Diagram 2. an inductive resistance very high is connected around device a and 
coils /1 / 2 are also employed to prevent the secondary S being closed and potential dimini
shed through comparatively large condenser C. The inductance I and also /1 / 2 arc adjusted. 

>. 

• 

II 

• 
II 

8 

Again in Sketch 3. is shown a plan convenient to use when the secondary is wound 
in one single layer on a drum. A part of the secondary is made to serve as a primary through 
which condenser C, loaded to the desired point by battery B1 (graduated by resistance r) 
is made to discharge. In this manner it is easy to adjust the action of the secondary on 
device a. 

[n Diagram 4. is illustrated a simple way experimented with before which secures 
good results. This to follow up. 
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Colorado Spring~ 
Aug. 12. 1899 

Further modificatons in signalling apparatus. 

Figs. I. and 2. show ways of securing initial excitation by means of very high iodoo
tanoc £ connected as shown. 

I. 

ft 

Diagrams 3. and 4. illustrate similar plans of coooection. In the fomter'the battery B 
is in the main circuit, in the latter in a shunt to device a. 

• 
d 

c 
p • 

s ,. c 
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G 

In Figs. 5. and 6. other modified connections are shown. In S. an auxiliary secondary 
S 1 with battery and relay is connected around device a which is excited by main secondaty S. 
In 6. a similar connection is used with a buzz.er b 
to excite device a through secondary S. 

~ -

d 

c 
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figs. 7., 8. and 9. again illustrate oth~r arrangeme::its in which two batteries were 
employed, ooc generally to secure initial excitation. 

1. 

t· 119 • 
c::::::::J 

Ii e, 

Colorado Springs 
Aug. 13, 1899 

Experiments with oscillator 35-35 1/2 turns. Tension on Westinghouse Transformer 
15,000-22,500 volts. Supply transformers connected 100 volts. 

l primary turn. all jars tension 15,000 volts, effects would indicate capacity too 
small. 

To 8'Certaio this the connect.ion was changed to 2 primary turns in series and l /4 
capacity (2 tanks). The capacity was now varied but resonance effects moderate. All 
experiments show clearly too much capacity and comparatively little self-induction in 
secondary. There is a large movement in the wire, but pressure can not appear on end as 
it would in the absence of capacity. 

By adding capacity on one end better results indicate that this view is true. 

One of the balls 38 cm. on end results much better, sparks on arresters much stronger. 

Two balls connected - effects still stronger, sparks livelier on arresters but the tellSion 
still too small. Needs much more capacity on the end to overcome internal capacity di
stributed along cable. 
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Now again changed to one tum as oscillation much better. The extra coil was added 
and adjustment of capacity made. Best results with 3 2/3 tanks capacity_ori each side. 
An empty tanlc pl.aced on top of the coi l for capacity. The effects with 22,500 volts on 
W.T. remarkable. The streamers verf rich red, quickly darting up to 9 feet long. Many 
brilliant sparks would jump up to a 10 foot distanc.e. 

Colorado Springs 
Aug. 14, 1899 

The following arrangements with two sensitive devices were the subject of consi
deration and experiment today: 

This disposition (I .) though it worked fairly bad the disadvantage that a diminishing 
of resistance of device a wu not very effective in increasing the charge of the condenser, 
but by making the secondary and relay circuit of very high inductance and resistance 
this defect was to a degree remedied. · 

• 
.. l _____ .., 

B s ,. c 

By changing connection to the one indicated in the second diagram the condenser 
was stronger and more eff cctivcly charged upon the falling of the resistance of either of 
the devices a a1• 

2. 

• ., 
-~~_.,d ..__ _ _ __. 

B 
r c 

a o, 

II 

The conclusion arrived at from many experiments with two devices, which seem 
to indicate that two such sensitive devices arc better than a single one as regards sensiti
veness. was that the devices should be arranged as in Sketch 3 so that a change in one 
will produce a change in the other which in return sbould react upon the first and so oo. 
This general scheme is to be further considered. 
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Other arrangements of apparatus with open secondary for exciting sensitive device. 

In this plan (4.) the secondary S is connected to the terminals of sensitive device a 
through a small condenser CC1• A very small condenser is sufficient to cause the excitation. 

This is a modified arrangement (5.) there being only one condenser and besides 
a very mgh self-induction around device a to provide for initial excitation when device a is 
originally of practically infinjte resistance. The relay R may be placed around device a 
instead of self-induction !. 

d ---o 
p c 

B 
R 

In the diagram below (6.) is shown a manner of connecting apparatus to a circuit 
L 1 C1 which is adjusted to be in synchronism with the primary vibrations of the oscillator 
and excites device a. 

s. 

s 

R 

Again in Diagram 7. a special synchronised circuit is done away with, the secondary 
itself being adjusted to the primary vibrations. The plan adopted in New York apparatus 
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of winding secondary and primary on a large drum (8.) serving at the same time as table 
is best. Tuning is easy, apparatus cheap, a large amount of copper may .be easily placed 
in the synchronized circuit. 

7. 
..--------- c, 

I . 

c 

d 

Colorado Springs 
Aug. 15, 1899 

Change of secondary of oscillator to adapt it to the jars. 

Capacity for one ta.nJc 36 bottles 0.03816 mfd. Two sets of tanks, 8 in each, give in 
series a total capacity of 4 tanks that is 0.15264 mfd. 

From this 

This gives 

2.054 
T= --,- approx. and n-48,700 or nearly 49,000. 

10 

). 
>. = 3.8 miles, or for "4= 5016 feet. 

Now resonance of present secondary 5280 feet was obtained with total capacity of 
6 tanks instead of 4. Reducing the figures for length we should have for smaller length a 

capacity larger in proportion ( 
5280 

)
2

• or 1.11 that is instead of 4 tanks we should have 
5016 

had 4.44 for 5280 feet. 
The required length for 6 tanks capacity. This length would be 

{4.44 2. I 7 8 fi VT x 52so-
2

.
45 

x s2 o-4677 eet. 

5280 present length} 
4677 .red to take off 603 feet . rcqw ., 

With this length the oscillator will require same capacity as extra coil and good 
results may be expected. 
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Colorado Springs 
Aug. 16, 1899 

Owing to high self-ind. of secoudary of W. T. and large ratio of transformation and 
also great inductive drop iu supply transformers (which are poor) of inadequate capacity 

desirable to work with two circuit$ as adopted in small size oscillators with mercury break. 
Various advantages arc thereby secured chief of which : double break number, smaller 
resistance in gaps and increased capacity of W.T. for charging condensers. Connections 
may be as illustrated in I and II. 

I. W T~H$F. SEC. 

This connection shows well with small oscillators provided the short circuit of se• 
condary of supply transformer avoided. 

CJ/orado Springs 
Aug. 17, 1899 

Io the working of transformer as before illustrated 1. or II. the short circuit of se-
condary is an inconvenience which is overcome by bavina a few teeth at a good distance, 
but this diminishes the number of breaks which it is practicable to secure. Another way 
is to adopt a process also suocessful with small oscillators - of charging the condenser, 
next disconnecting the same and finally discharaing. But this bas also the disadvantage 
of reducing the number of breaks. 
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J>lan here illust rated seems free of these objections: 

w 

SEC 

MIOOLE WIRE 
GJ:NER.4llV 
EAR THEO 

SfO)KDAllY OSC:ll 
CAPACI TY 

SECONDARY OF 
OSCILL ATOR 

Here the short-circuit is avoided by the use of self-inductions L 1 and L2 which must 
be well insulated to stand high tensions. A single self-induction inserted in tbe middle 
wire may also be used with like effect. 

Colorado Springs 

Aug. 18, 1899 

The best result with appuatus at command, that is, 3 supply transformers, West. 
Tr. and condensers newly constructed is obtained by employing two dielectrics giving total 
capacity of condensers equal to that of four tanks. This allows working with 22,500 volts 
safely. 

The results will probably be the same with 45,000 volts connection and 4 dielectrics 
but then capacity is only one tank and sparks in primary are longer and more difficult 
to control. 

With connection illustrated before (Diagr. I or II) it is also practicable to work 
-.with 45,000 volts total by connecting the tanks on each side in a series so that capacity of 
each of the two alternately working circuits is equal to that of two tanks. That is 
2 x 0.03816=0.07632 mfd. 

With one primary turn this gives 

T = in ~ 0 07632 _.!__ 2 1t J 0 053424 - 1.4553 
Io> . x l05 JO" 'J . J OS 

and n= 68,710 adding 10% for mutual induction, now smaller because smaller number 
of turns in secondary (29), we have 

n= = 15,600 say n= 76,000 and ).= 2.45 males { 
68,700} . 

6900 
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Colorado Springs 

Aug. 19, 1899 

Previous experiments showed in a number of cases good results with connection 
and quantities as indicated: 

Capacity in primary circuit 6 tanks on each side; l tum primary about 3/4 of self
-ind regulator. 

; '/ ( (/ 
:19 IURHS 470 

11 

TURN S GAP 

SECOHOAR'I' EXTRA COil 

From reaction of capacity on secondary of W. Transformer it was probable that 
more capacity was required, but the transformer was overloaded when more tanks were 
joined. 

With 22.500 volt connection the overload was very marked and lamprwould go 
down 50%. When the connection was changed to I 5,000 volts the lamps instead of falling 
would go up some 35% - 40%. No other change in capacity or otherwise was made and 
this showed that effect not merely due to an interaction and self-induction and capacity 
but that the e.m.f. was also a determining factor. 

With the first connection effects were brilliant. sparks in gap 8-11 feet according 
to chaTge and adjustment. Above considerations led to changing to two turns primary. 
Capacity first 1 1 /2 tan.ks on each side. e.m.f. on transformer 22,500 V would go up pos
sibly 25%. Capacity was gradually incrcas.cd to 3 2/3 tanks on each side when with Regu
lator all out the effects were best. The rise of e.m.f. about 35~%. The sparks were 
curiously fierce. no direction seemingly, darting pass terminal I. 

(Herc fire started on coil). 

Colorado Springs 
Aug. 20, 1899 

Exp. with oscillator secondary 29 turns continued to ascertain free vibration more 
exactly. Connection 2 series on each side, 4 dielectrics, total capacity 1 tank. Tension on 
Westinghouse Transformer 30,000 volts approx. Spark gaps outside about 3" each. inside 
one turn. Results on the whole less satisfactory showing clearly that difficulties increase 
as tension becomes greater. Middle box on one side broke down, sparks following through 
the mahogany frame to a screw and jumping from this a distance of 4". This can be only 

d . . . dde 15,000 I Th uc to rapid v1brat1on and su nncss as tension on that box only - - - vo ts. ere 
2 

are some doubts as to the distribution of e.m.f. in condensers in series when vibration 
takes place. Strong (probably inductive) drop on supply circuit (exceptionally so). 
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O•natioa: When lamps increase strongest on supply circuit then spark will not 
jump over the gaps, showing that then e.m.f. on secondary of W.T. smallest: 

WT~~ 

l GAP i PRIMAllY 

w~,1-------

Connection was changed to that indicated in sketch for the purpose of avoiding 
effect of short circuit of secondary of W. T. through primary arc. Absorbed energy was 
greaL Sparks on switch serious. Lamps would go up very much when arc w~uld break 
through. But general Tesults not satisfactory. The condensers directly on W.TS. take strong 
current. 

Colorado Springs 
Aug. 21, 1899 

OtheT experiments with oscillator secondary 29 turns. Simply spark gap. Con
nectios used : 

I. SEC OF W T SEC. OF II( I. 

Plan illustrated in first d iagram was adopted to obtain double number of breaks 
with same dislc and securing other advantages. Also to better utilize W. Transformer. 
It was found that when one side on it worked remarkably well, sparks about 4 feet. The 
tension on each half or transformer being 11 ,000 volts approx. when both parts on 
interaction hurtful. The chief drawback being short circuiting of secondary. The arc 
was snappy and loud indicating short circuit and rapid vibration through wire W. The 
secondary discharge was thick but spark not long about 3 feet. All tanks were in on 
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either side and .the transf ormcr charged them full when separate. When both parts on 
evidently the secondary ef W. T . was overloaded. 

In arrangement illustrated in 2 short circuiting was largely overcome but the short 
circuit of secondary of W. T. remained the same. The results were similar no matter 
ill what direction both primaries were conncctcd. The necessity of overcoming short 
circuit in both arrangements became soon more and more important. 

To improve - arrangement illustrated in Diag. 3. was used. It proved itself more 
eco11omical but the amount of energy was limited. The hurtful short circuit was entirely 
obviated and the lamps were less affected. 

l . 

Colorado Springs 

SEC. OF W. T 

CHAR~ 
GAPS 

:ElFM> 
REGUL 

llREAI( 

DISCHARGING 
--GAPS 

PRIMAR Y 

~ 

~ 

Aug. 22, 1899 

Arrangements for telegraphy tried. In these the crucf point was to keep one cod of 
secondary spool open so to allow full rise of pressure on this end. The sensitive device, 
one of the before described, excited fully resistance 12 ohms approx. Not excited over 
100,000 ohms. 

l 

a B a 

d 

d 

s p 
c c 

A 
s p 
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In Diagra m 1. first experimented with, a disadvantage was found to exisJ: namely, 
the receiver R was operated through the brca.Jc device d. This inconvenienQC was done away 
with in arrangement illustrated in Fig. 2. which allowed more sensitive-adjustment of 
Relay R and the apparatus worked better. Capacity of condenser was varied up to 20 mfd. 
with changing success. Best results seemingly with small capacities up to I mfd. Secondary 
about 4,000 turns, primary Lamp cord No. 10 turns 28. The apparatus responded freely 
to small pocket coil at a distance of several feet with no c.apadly att<JCM4 and no oJjiuted 
circuit. Consequently will s o at great distance. 

lo these arrangements, as in the previous ones involving the same principle, tho 
effect on the sensitive device is accumulative and a difli<:ulty arises that namely the sensitive 
device will not readily de-sensitive. By i.nscrting large resistance r in circuit with receiver R 
this effect upon the latter is largely reduced as the current through receiver and device 
is kept to a minimum. By adjusting speed of rotation of sensitive device the inconvenience 
is also overcome. 

Colorado Springs 
Aug. 23, J 899 

Experiments with new extra coil placed in center of primary. The spool 75" diam., 
12 feet high, 160 turns in all. 120 turns wound close together in the adjacent grooves and 
40 turns the upper ones at three times tb&t distance, that is. two empty grooves betwceo 
each two turns. Breaks on two sides alternately a.ppro ximatcUy 2,400 bn:alcs per sec. 
On top (rree end) ball of 38 cm. capacity. Resonance was obtained with S 2 /3 tanks oo 

each side, one turn primary, self-induction in box 4 turns. Gaps were l 1/16 on each side 
plus gaps in box 2 turns. Tuning remarkably exact, 1 / 8 turn of self-ind. box reducing the 
effect very much. When exactly 4 turns in box, sometimes streamer 8 foot long would 
shoot out from a defective spot on wire. The ball on top reduced st reamer capacity and 
prevented streamers from coming out all along the top turn as usual. The spark gaps work 
extremely well, loud explosive character indicating good vibration. Such sparks arc always 
noted when secondary well tuned. The system worked e<:<>nomically, tbc lamps in supply 
circuit not falling at all. The earth connection now was taken off and oscillator of same 
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pericd - (the secondary 29 turns connected). Both had now same period. the sec:oodary 
and the extra coil On first throw of switch a spark darted to roof above from the ball 
a.nd the cord caught fire. Fortunately, it was extinguished before doing damage. 

This accident showed that better provisions against such an accident have to be 
ma.de. The roof to be fixed with a guard of wire gauze which would prevent the wood 
from catching fire through sparks darting up. As it was dangerous to work further without 
guard against such an accident another ball 38 cm. suppoTted on high was connected to 
earth and placed at varying distances from the ball on the end of the extra coil. The sparks 
jumped from the upper tum of the coil to the Earthed ball and sparks of seven feet were 
easily obtained. It was evident that the distance could be much increased but this was 
~med hazardous. As it was the spades of seven feet were probably the longest obtained 
from such large balls or surfa.ces of such small curvature. 

The connection of the primary circuit was now changed, two turns being used in 
series. This reduced the pericd to one half and it was thought that this would respond 
to the fundamental note of both secondary and extra coil. Experiments were disappointing 
for the display was not remarkable, the sparks were up to four feet long but much thick~r 
and whiter. I believe that the true vibration was not struck but skipped. _As ~e pressed. 
further experiments with the view of ascertaining the fundamental note were postponed 
and the first connection with one primary tum again made. Both balls were now connected 
in multiple to top of the coil and to the upper rod of a spark gap, the lower rod being 
earthed. There was no danger of setting fire in this way. The display was remarkably noisy. 
The spa.des were up to 14 feet long, snapping quic1c; cltplosive and very white. Sometimes 
streamers would shoot out fully 11 feet. Often several sparks at once. No particular direc
tion in striking. The capacity in the primary circuit was varied up to 8 tanks on each side. 
Always strWng effects. Tbc ground wire had no capacity and no sparks were seen on ar
resters but before, with only one ball and no str~am~rs, sparks of 5/16" were drawn from 
water pi~ In distant room. 

Colorado Springs 
Aug. 24, 1899 

Experiments with new extra coil and oscill. secondary 29 turns continued. 

The ball on top was disconnected and a bare copper wire run around the upper 
rim of the coil to produce streamers. Capacity in primary circuit on each side was 5 2/3 
tanks with 4 turns self-induction box in. It was not advisable to work because by the 
throw of switch some streamers would dart up to the roof a distanoc of 12- 13 feet . The 
other ball used in previous experiments was placed at a. distanoc of 11 feet from coil and 
also it was unconnected - except that it had a wire of about 8 feet hanging from it - the 
sparks would fty to it from the rim of the coil. 

A curious feature is that the streamers are very sudden, explosive. This is due pro
bably to the suddenness of the break. Occasionally an unusually long streamer wouJd 
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shoot out. This probably owing to ~nance of break or temporarily short circuit over 
break, prob&bly the former cause responsible. Desirable either synchronous break as 
worked in New York, or a v~ry rapid on~. The speed of motor is to be increased to double 
for this purpose. 

Coil was disconnected from the oscillator and connected to the ground. The period 
corresponded to that of the primary with 7 rank.t on each side, no self-induction. 5 2/3 
tanks, 4 turns, and 4 tanks and 9 turns. Thus 3 tanks made only a differenoe of S turns 
on self. box. With four tanks tuning wonderfufly close, twice it was missed before finally 
located.. 

(The roof of building was fixed today, cords done away with) 

Colorado Springs 
Aug. 25, 1899 

Experiments continued with extra coil on wooden frame U feet high, 6 feet diam., 
160 turns No. 10 wire. A bare copper wire was supported on top, the wire forming a circle 
not closed of about 8 feet diam. Another copper wire was supported 4 feet below and at 
a distance of about 13 feet, all around the diameter of circle being approximately 34 feet. 
Thia circle (also not closed) was connected to ground. Very powerful streamers were 
produced sometimes extending the full distance between the wire circles, but still they 
showed tendency upward in spite af presence of ground circle. Often sparks would pass 
in curved p&ths between the two circles. During the display no sparks on arresters, small 
sparks in adjacent room from water pipe. Capacity on each side from S 2/3-1 tanks. 
Longes streamers with former value. The circle of 8 feet diam. was then taken down and 
another one about 10 feet placed on top of coil. Streamers now showed some tendency 
to pass to grounded circle. Sparks to the latter more frequent and brilliant. No play on 
arresters and small sparks in adjacent room as before. 

One of the balls was now connected to tho ground but although sparks of eleven 
feet jumped to same no sparks on arresters. The vibration was evidently slow, that pertai
ning to extra coil and harmonics in earth wire from ball did not preponderatingly appear. 

Colorado Springs 
Aug. 26, 1899 

Experiments with oscillator secondary 29 turns and extra coil last described continued. 

The alternate motor was put on 200 V with self-ind. coil in series, latter regulated 
so that motor could drive disk of break with twice the speed. that is 4200, the speed of 
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motor being approximately 2100. This gave, since dis]( bad 20 teeth and two alternately 
4200x 20 x 2 

working breaks, 
60 

2800 breaks per second. 

WIRE CIRCLE 

1601 

OSClll. 
29~SECON\>. 

EXIRA COtL 

COIL IN 
GROUND 

COHNECTION 

In the first trials connect.ions were made as in •ketch. The spark gap between wire 
circle on top of extra coil and ball supported was 8 feet. 

Sparks passed readily and the display on arresters was remarkable. Thick arcs joined 
the arrester contacts on both lines and jumped also through one of the choking coils. 
This was the strongest effect so far on arresters. 

A choking coil was now inserted in ground connection to sec whether by lengthen
ing the period of the earth wire the sparks on the arresters would be diminished. This 
coil was 34" diam. wound with one layer wire No. 16, thick rubber insulation (layer 10" 
high) SO turns. This coil did not weaken the effect much probably because frequently sparks 
would jump between the turns. Otherwise it was surmised that the vibration of the secon
dary itself with the extra coil might be responsible for most of the e.m.f. generated between 
the ground and line. Singularly, despite this strong effect as evident from arresters but 
very small sparks were drawn from water pipe in adjacent room, this seemingly indicating 
that in this experiment the earth acted as a nodal region. 

The conclusion from these first experiments as to the efficiency of the break was that 
double number of breaks dccldedly better. Nor did it short circuit the transformer more 
because of the increased number, but on the contrary less as far as could be judged from 
the lamps on the supply circuit which went up as the switch was thrown in. 

It was evident, furthermore, that the large circle of wire which was before sup
ported above the secondary and grounded, strongly interfered with the action on arresters 
because it allowed local vibration which was not effectively transferred to the ground and 
the air. 
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To decide surely whether, and to what extent the long wavers were resp0nsible for 
the difference of pressure evident on the plates of arresters, the sccondaty and extra coil 
were connected as in sketch. In this connection only long waves could be effectively t?a.ns
mitted upon the ground. It would have been desirable in this and previous experiment as 
well to take off the wire circle and substitute a ball on top of the extra coil but this being 
inconvenient the circle was left. As the extra coil had now only a small initial pressure the 
e.m.f. obtainable in the spark gap was much smaller and the gap was reduced therefore 

SPARK 
GAi' 

4 FEET 

WIRE CIRCU: 

EXTRA COlk 

to 4 feet at which distance sparks readily jumped. The play on arresters - though weaker 
- took place nevertheless, this important result showing that waves 3--4 miles long could 
pre duce these e.m.f. sufficient to cause the sparks to pass between the plates of the ar
resters. Now it is important to consider: is the earth a nodal region or the crest of a wave 
(that is, the region immediately adjacent to point of attachment of secondary to ground). 
If a nc dal region then the e.m.f. set up at the small distance of 60 feet separating the point 
of attachment and the ground of lightning arresters was only a small part of the total 
e.m.f. But if a crest then the e.m.f. set up and causing sparks was nearly the total e.m.f. 
prcduced by the apparatus. If a ncdal region near the point of attachment of the seconduy, 
then at a distance of about 4000 feet there must be a strong eff~ but if a crest, then at 
that distance there would be no effect. This is to be decided by further observations. The 
connection was now changed to that indicated. It was thought that both vibrations would 
cooperate and pre duce a stronger effect. but it was at once evident that so long as streamers 
(which were about 10 feet) formed on top of the extra coil the effect must be smaller, 
since all energy came from the secondary and the streamers caused loss. A condenser 
ought to be used instead of a gap to make such an arrangement most economical. Al
though owing to nodal point the length of spark in adjustable gap was small, the display 
was strong on arresters, but not nearly as strong as when the extra coil was entirely left 
off. In the latter case the action was very rigorous so that often flames would form on 
arresters showing short circuit of dynamo. Also the other choking coil would break through. 
Evidently then the extra coil did not in this instance prove usefw in intensifying vibration 
contemplated. 

Experiments continued: extra coil was now lowered 2 feet nearer to ground, distance 
now being a bout 4 foet from floor and 5 feet from ground. 
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Capacity. S 2/3 tanks on each side in primary. The transformer (W. Co.) works very 
well (22,500 volts). The lamps go up 35-40% when the arc does not break through, the 
gap being made large for this purpose, and when the arc breaks through they still rise 

' 

NOOAl POtNI t---~ 

EXTRA COil 

SECOHOARY 

SPARK GAP 

slightly above normaJ. The gaps outside 1 I /4" each approx. Inside 1 I /2-2 turns. Stre
amers produced were still more powerful being made so owing to approach of secondary. 
They would dart out to a distance of 12 feet sometimes. 

Important. Strong arcing on arresters, although no spark would pass to the ball 
used before, which was placed at a distance of about 9 feet. Could the sparks be produced 
by static induction upon wire through the air and not chiefly by conduction through earth? 
To test this a coil 50 turns referred to before was inserted in the ground wire of the lightning 
arresters. It was expected that it would weaken di5Charge across, but did not probably 
because the current was small ar.d the choking action likewise for this reason. 

INE · LIN~ 
ARRESTERS 

OD OD DOD 
2001 

,. L 
GROUtlO 

To see whether there is some current passing through the earth wire to the line, 
another coil was placed in inductive relation to the ground wire coil and strong sparks 
3/8" were obtained on former. Sparks, lively 3/8" approx., were also obtained from coil P. 
Note: Sparks to ball sometimes, at other times streamers would dart past the ball. The 
streamers horizontal when sudden, when switch was held longer they would waver. In 
last experiments only half of wire circle on top of spool was used. 
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Colorado Springs 
Aug. 27. 1899 

Older plans experimented with and mcdified arrangements of apparatus for wireless 
telegraphy further considered. 

These connections used to TelieYe the sensitive device from the strain of the battery 
after excitation. 1be necessity of doing this leads to the reconsideration of an old plan 
experimented with in New You which consists of placing the sensitive device between 

II 

c 

c 

condensers in circuit so that each time only otu current impulse can pass through the 
device. This is ilJustrated in a general way in the little diagram below. Tbc battery 
strains the device a through the condensers CC, but when, upon the device a becoming 
excited, the condensers are suddenly charged the current impulse caused by the charging 
automatically stops. It is then necessary to reverse the mains, or discharge the condensers 
to ma.kc the apparatus ready for a second operation. This plan allows use of very high 
pressure on the semi:ive device which should be of great resistance. 

Plan in last diagram illustrated consists of raising, by means of inductances 111, 

condenser C and break device d. the e.m.f. of bateny 8 so far as nccdcd to bring the device 
a to the point of nearly breaking down. The quantities should for a better remit be adjusted 
as usual. Both relay coils R R and inductances I 11 are placed symmctr;cally. 

I 

I TO BATTERY TO BATTEllY 
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Colorado Springs 
Aug. 28, 1899 

Experiments with oscillator, secondary 29 t. in series with extra coil before used 
(160 t) were continued tcday and showed the following: 

Capacity in primary being from S 2/3--f, tanks on each side, varied to observe 
shifting of nodal point, play on arresters and behaviour of streamers and spark discharges. 

A half circle of bare wire on top of extra coil was left and in. addition a larger half 
circle of bare copper wire (No. 14) was supported on wooden strips 4 feet below the former 
half circle. Both the bare wires were connected to the free end of an extra spool. The lower 
half circle was 9 l /2 feet away from a circle of the same bare wire which was supported on 
oscillator secondary frame and formed the t.erminal of the &ee0ndary. Abundant sparks 
and streamen were produced. The play on arresters was also observed at each throw 
of the switch. The rain and lightning were just bcgiooing. Magnificent intense white light 
witnessed below Pike's Peak, something veey unusual. h resembled a white hot silver 
furnace. The lightning on the mountains was very frequent and the discharges of unusual 
brilliancy. Twice a curious phenomenon was noted. Lightning striking in one pa.rt of the 
mountains from cloud to earth, there was seen in another part a few miles away from a 
high pNk a lightning discharge which to all appcarences came from the peak to the cloud. 
The discharge was much thicker at the root and branched out towards the sky spattering 
itself in many branches and disappearing in fine streams. The astonishing phenomenon was 
witnessed a second time and subsequently, though there was much uncertainty about 
the direction in the latter cases; a few times a similar discharge took place from other 
peaks. Is it possible for a discharge to go from Earth to cloud? As far as the visual impres
sion is concerned there can be no doubt. The discharge in all cases followed a ptteeding 
lightning discharge in another region, and apparently from cloud to earth. Perhaps it 
can be the effect of an intense vibration started by the first discharge which results in 
another discharge towards an oppositely charged cloud. The clouds were unusual in 
coufiguration and grouping. A large portion of the sky was quite clear. The wind at times 
was very strong. An instrument by its constant play indicated strong electrical disturbances 
through the earth. even when there was no display of lightning as far as could be seen 
or bea1d. 

After some time the experiments were continued and pTesently it was observed that 
the wual sparking on the arresters was no longer to be seen when the switch was thrown in. 
The only change made was to take the upper half circle off leaving only the lower one. 
This gave a smaller stTeamer surface and consequently longer streamers. The display was 
fine. In order to see whether the upper half circle of bare wire was responsible for sparks 
on arresters the wire was replaced but stiU no result. Then it was thought that other causes 
for the sparks not appearing were responsible and eveeything that could have the slightest 
bearing upon this was investigated. Still nothing was arrived at. The sparks did not appear 
no matter what change was ma.de in the adjustment of the vibratoTy circuits. What could 
be the cause? The only explanation at present is that the roof was rendered slightly conduc
ting (although there was little rain in this locality) and that this produced the change. 
Important to find out. Observation: The lightning lighted two houses about two miles 
away. 
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Colorado Springs 
Aug. 29, 1899 

Experiments were made with receiving apparatus comprising an oscillator with 
mercury break and two devices of the kind before described. The oscillator was of a later 

. 2000 24 800 pattern, mercury break by 2000 rev. per mmute gave 6o x = breaks per second, 

there being 24 teeth in the pulley. The condenser in the instrument was l mfd. approxi
mately. The instrument was used as a sender and the experiments were intended to test 
its efficiency as a re<ieiving apparatus. Accordingly, the connections were made as in 
sketch, the method of magnifying by oscillating transformer being made use of to increase 
sensitiveness. As far as practicable all connections and parts of instrument were used 

R 

d 
s 

8 

The connccti : ns of primary circuit including break 1cma.ining the same, only a batteryB. 
(I~ cells dry O.K.) and sensitive device a being inserted. instead of a generator. In the 
high tension secondaT)' were connected a receiver R (relay), telephone T, battery B, and 
another similar sensitive device a1• The motor was driven from a small direct current 
generator which in turn was driven by the alternate current motor usually employed to 
drive the break disk of the large oscillator. This apparatus was extremely effective, merely 
the addition of small capacity on a was sufficient to make the receiver respond. Evidently 
this effectiveness is due to the efficiency of the oscillating transformer and excellent working 
and high frequency of the mercury break. 

Experiments were continued for a short while with oscillator and extra coil. The 
frame of the secondary was repaired and a board for connections of the transformers put 
in place and other work took most of the day, it being late when the investigation was 
res~ed.. A netting of wire gauze (iron) had been placed around the opening of the roof 
to diminish danger of inftaming the building. But on the first throw of the switch the 
streamers and sparks darted against the netting a distance of about 12 feet and sparks 
were seen to go from netting on to the wooden structure of the roof. It was advisable 
to stop work and the roof was removed. Now the balJ on top of the extra coil was con
nected to the latter by a wire No. IO. 40 feet long, "Very heavily insulated with tape over 
the rubbeT coveTiog. One tum on the outside and nearly another complete one in the inside 
were made and the end of the wire connected to the ball. The latter could not be lifted 
up and the experiment was tried with the ball in place. The streamers now appeared on 
the ball copiously when the current was turned on, their tendency being to go straight up 
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into the air:Thc longest wen: only about 4 foet as it was deemed unsafe to strain. the ap
paratus higher until further provisious for safe working were made. The lightning ar«sters 
were observed but no spadti.ng. This showed that the absence of sparks was not due to 
rain or moisture as was ooncluded yesterday, since the weather was very warm and dry. 

Colorado Springs 
Aug. 30, 1899 

Experiments were resumed. with resonating coil to be used in connection with receiv
ing apparatus. The coil was wound a weclc before on a drum 25 l /4" d :am. of bicycle 
hoops and a thin board, tht idea carried out before in New Yorlc being followed to make 
the drum with ooil serve, at the same time, as a table for instruments. The drum was 3 I /2 
feet high, only partially wound on upper part. The wire was ordinary magnet wire No. 20, 
516 turns. The self-induction was approximately calculated from the following data : 
diameter of dnun 25 1 /4" or 64 cm.; length of wound part 20" or S0.8 pm. 

4n n J1n1 J2n1 642 x 5162 
L - - x - x - - ... --- ---- - 0.02 henry approx. 

10 4 I I 50.8 

Ta:ki1tg n approximately S0,000 per second it was close enough for the purpose to 
assume p = 300,000. 

Tbt resistance of wire being 34 ohms we had 

Lp 300,000 x 2 
R- 3400 - I 7~ fairly good. 

The coil was now tuned with oscillator in response to a somewhat higher note with 
smaD capacity on free terminal, the other being connected to the water pipe. Sparks of 
3/4" were obtained while from the water pipe alone a very minute spark, scarcely percep
tible, could be obwncd. Induction from primary being carefully eliminated, the sparks 
were still 3 /8" long and white. 

Colorado Springs 
Aug. 31, 1899 

Experiments were continued with the extra coil and secondary conditions as before. 
The ball in the center was connected again to the top of coil and elevated a little above 
the roof. the latter being opened as wide as possible. The experiments were begun in the 
afternoon while the SWl was very bright. Scarcely any streamers from the ball could be 
seen but occasionally sparks would go to the roof from the center wire leading to the ball. 
The distance was 12 feet. There was a pronounced tendency in the sparks to fiy to t~e roof 
which might have been due to dampness of the latter owing to rain the day before. During 
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the few trials which were cut short b~use of the danger threatening from the· sparks, 
the lightning arresters were observed but no spark was noted. In the forertoon the mains 
were tested and it was found that one of them was fairly grounded which t~ · ~ome extent 
also made the other dcfec;tive. This probably was the reason why the sparks no longer 
appeared on the arresters. 

A number of curious observations were made during the trials with the elevated ball. 
A fly was seen to light on the top of the ball and when the switch was thrown in the insect 
disappeared evidently thrown off with great foroe. Another such insect alighted on the 
under part of the ball, and the current being thrown in just about at the moment when 
the fly started off, the ily was seen to fall from a distance of about one foot from the ball 
straight down to the floor, evidently killed in the flight. Still more curious it was to sec 
a moth at a distance of fully eleven feet from ball, near to the wooden frame fall straight 
down as the switch was thrown in. The strongly electrified ball evidently exercises a strong 
attraction on a small insect which is drawn towards it every time the ball is electrified. 
This was repeatedly tried. 

An observation less amusing bu1 more useful was that when the ball with its circuit 
were well tuned and no stretll'Mrs appeared. owing to good insulation of leading cable -
- there was a decided tendency to break the jars in the pri11l4TY. E.Vidently, when there 
arc no streamers the vibration is effected with lesser loss and bencie there is a great rise 
of e.m.f. reacting upon the primary. lbis at least appears the most plausible reason for 
the phenomenon observed. 

Light seems to interfere decidedly with the streamers from ball and wire and it is 
also un.aUst.aJc.ably noted that the noise of the discharge is lessened when the sunlight falls 
upon the a.pparatus. 

Spark gaps were established in a number of ways as by connecting both coil and 
secondary to ground and eaoh to one of the balls and establishing a spark gap between 
the latter. 

Finally the ball was again connected as before and elevated, a point being first 
placed oa top to facilitate formation of streamers. It was curious to observe that the stream
ers were carried away horizontally, and eventually blown out by the wind. The reso
nating action was strong but the length of the streamers could not be estimated. 
From the leading cable the discharge would sometimes leap to a distance of at least JO 
feet. The action of the wind suggests the idea of preventing the formation of wasteful 
streamers by a current of air. 

168 



Colorado Springs Notes 
Sept. 1-30, 1899 

The following items, partly worked out, omitted for want of time : 

Sept. 9. Experiments to be made with st. waves. Exact distance rileasUTed to point 
from ground plate 1938 ft. 

Sept. 10. Completed text on ways of producing electric oscillations foy wireless 
telephoning etc. by a) insulation impairment b) change of pressure c) condenser shunt. 

Sept. 30. Completed text on a) gass battery b) voltameter as detector 

From 1-30, Sept. Method of increasing magnifying factor of res. circuits by cooling. 
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Colora.:JO Springs 
Sept. 1. 1899 

Various ways of connecting instruments on receiving station ellpcrimentcd 
with and considered as to their merits: 

Diagram 1. illustrates one of the earlier dispositions involving the principle, before 
described, of exciting by means of energy stored in the condenser. This principle has proved 
itself highly effective as it secures self~xcitation and great magnification of an initial 
feeble effect. In Fig. 1 the defect is tha~ no initial excitation of the condenser is provided 
for, · which makes it difficult to employ a sensitive device of very high resistance which, 
for other reasons, is desirable. This fault is overcome in Fig. 2. by providing an additional 
battery B 1 for charging initially the condenser and thcceby exciting device a to the point 
of breaking down. Still in the latter diagram there is the inconvenience that the relay is 
traversed by a pulsating current during the time when device a is not excited. 
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The improvement illustrated in Diagram 3. d:>es away with this drawback and this 
makes it possible to adjust the relay much better. Still the relay by its self-induction is 
apt to interfere with the vibration of the tuned secondary s. This consideration led to the 
modification illustrated in Diagram 4. 
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In this case the battery was plaoed either near sensitive device a, as shoWn, Ot' in 
series with the other end of secondary s and the rest of the apparatus. 

To work best, however, it was recognized, that: there should be no capa(ity to speak 
of on the free end of the secondary which is coo.ncctcd to the sensitive device, and on the 
other end of the sensitive device there should be as much capacity as practicable. Various 
other considerations finally led to the adoption of the connection shown in Fig. S as the 
best suited so far. 

s. 

p 

.__ _ _., ' 

In this plan all the advantages so far aimed at arc successfully realized. The secondary 
is free on one end towards device a and the potential rise can freely take place; the earth 
and air connections are both very advantageously situated; the condenser is excited exactly 
to the degree desired by adjusting resistance r. The vibration of the secondary is not sen
sibly affected by attaching the air line and capacity C', and the current through the relay 
is made small by opposing batteries Band B1• 

Colorado Springs 
Sept. 2. 1899 

The plan of connections of the receiving apparatus, which was last described, 
was modified as shown in the present d iagram. The battery B1 instead of being in 
branch including resistance r was included in the other branch circuit containing the 
condenser. Furthermore the batteries B and B, were disposed in a number of ways 
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and graduated with reference to each other to study the best cooditions of working with 
the plan. The device a was here chiefly stra.iotd through the induced currents in · .r.Jlie 
strength of these being graduated by adjusting resistaDQC r. Therefore the strain by the 
batteries themselves wu insignificant. Now these batteries were connected either so as 

• 

to t..dd together in charging the coc.denser when device a was diminished in resistt.noe. 
or they were mt.Cle to oppose each other. In the former case a small diminution of the 
resistance of a tended to pre duce a cbangoe in the same scosc and the apparatus possessed 
the feature of self-excitation, while in the latter instance when device fell in resistance, 
the condllnser charge was diminished and the ~1.citation ceased automatically. This secured 
small current through the sensitive device. Any condition could however be readily secured 
graduating. the batteries. 

ColoradtJ Springs 
Sept. 3, 1899 

Experiments were resumed with osalJator the COD.llect.iOn being as illustrated in 
d "agram. 

The extra coil and sccooduy were both connected to ground and on top of each 
a ball was placed of 38 cm. capacity. On extra coil, to facilitate the pumping of the spark 
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and thereby enable the baJls to be placed at great distance, a wire was faskoed to 'the ball 
The spark gap being about 8 feet. As both oscillator secondary and extril_f9il vibrated 

IAll 

SECONOAllY 
OF 

OSCI LL 

e.•.u.. JIC.m 

EXTRA 
COIL 

the same pericd but were displaced in 
phase sparlcs passed readily and the vibra
tion was that due to each separately, the 
harmonics being practically prevented to 
pass to earth. 

Ao experimental coil was then fas
tened to the water pipe with one end and 
the adjustment for the same period was 
made. The coil was so placed as to exclude 
any inductive effect from the vibrating sys
tem so that the vibration in the coil was 
due only to that transmitted through the 
water pipe. The wire on the coil was pre
viously wound upon a drum approxi
mately 25 l /4 inc™?s in diameter, there 
being 516 turns ef wire No. 21, res. 

45 ohms all wound in a single layeT. This coil gave on the free end :._ with induction from 
vibrating system aiding the vibration - a spark of 3/4"; with the induction eliminated 
the spark was fully 3/8" long. The spark on the water pipe itself was scarcely visible, 
say t /64" long, so that the coil increased the pressure many times. 

Now it was of importance to increase the magnifying factor Lp and for the purpo!:e 
R 

of investigating the best conditions the same wire was wound on a form 22 l /2" diam., 
I" wide, l I /2" deep. 18 layers were made there being 28 turns in each. The self-induction 

was now nearly 20 times greater, and as the resistance was the same Lp was to be much 
R 

greater. It was feared though that the effect of distributed capacity which wa.s largely 
increased would be detrimental to the rise of potential on the end. This prowd to be the 
case so that it appears again imperative to overcome also in tbe receiving circuit the distri
buted capacity. Various ways are now to be experimented upon with this object in view. 

Colora<k> Springs 
Sept. 4, 1899 

Experimental coil wound on frame m&dc of bicycle hoop 25 I /4" diam., 16 layers, 
28 turns in each, 448 turns total, self-induction about t /2 henry. This coil was wound very 
close to study effect of distributed capacity. It was connected. for purposes of tuning to 
water pipe on one end the other being left free. From free end and water pipe short wires 
were run to a spar.le gap. The sparking distance was observed from free end to body of 
experimenter, next from watennain to bcdy, next between the two wires and finally with 
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body of experimenter connected to free end, the spark between the same points. As it 
was sure that the vibTation of coil was too slow for the impressed vibration of ap
proximately 50,000, wire was gradually taken off. 

Number Longest spark Longest spark Longest spark Longest spark Obser-
of turns from free end from water- between the between the vation 
OD coil to body of main·end to two ends of two ends of 

e.xperimenter body of ex>il without coil with ca-
experimenter capacity pacity of ex-

perimentcr 
on free end 

I. a. DI. IV. v. VI. 

448 l /8" S/64" scarcely scarcely 
visible visible 

420 l/8"+ d 5/64" .. .. 
392 1/8"+d 5/64" .. .. 
364 3/16" 3/ 16" .. .. 
336 3/16" +J 3/ 16" small spark small brighttr 

spark 
308 I /8" 3/ 16" .. spark larger 
294 5/32" 5/32" .. livelier spark 
280 1/8" 1/8" .. .. 
266 3/32" 3/32" .. .. 

Indications up to present confirm detrimental effect of capacity. A coil was now 
added in series. This coil was one used often in New Y ode a.nd was wound on a drum 
30" diam. There were about 150 turns total length of wire 1125 feet. To this added the 
266 turns of experimental c;oil giving length of 6.5 feet per tum made length 2100 feet for 
exp. ex>il or total 3225 feet. This was very near quarter wave length as it ought to be. Now 
results were 

I. 

266+150 

Exp. aJJJ1wnaJ 
ooll 

a. m. 

7 /16" 3/32" 

IV. V. Observ. 

3/32" 3 /32" lively 

Experiments were now continued with experimental coil alone and showed 

252 1 /8" 1/8" less d small small spark Obscrv. 
spark livelier The distributed 

224 3/32" bright I / 16" .. " .. <:apacity unmis-
196 J /16" I /16" less d .. .. takably prevents 
168 I /16" I / 16" .. practically the same. rise on end. 
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To observe better the end of coil which was before connected to earth {or water pipe) 
was now connected to a wire run from one turn of secondary, that is from ihe turn which 
was nearest to earth connection of secondary. The connection was in the prmous expcri-

L 

WATER 

MAIN 

U~ COIL 

ADJUSTA8'.f SPARK Ci-" 

SHOHOARY BAlL 

EXTRA COil 

S PARK 
GAP 

BALL 

t 

EXfRA COIL 

ments as illustrattd in ollC, then it was changed to the connection shown in 2. Nothing 
was, in principle, changed by this connection, only a higher e.m.f. (tnitiaJ) was obtained 
and the tuning was made eiWer. This I have found to be an excellent way to adopt in 
tuning coils. 1be results were as follows: 

I . IL m. 

168 3/4" 3/4" 

140 3/4" 7 /8" 

112 5/8" 1" 

98 5/8" 7 /8" 
84 5/8" 1" 

70 5/8" l" 
56 3/4'' 3/4'' 

42 3/4" 7 /8" 

28 3/4" 7 /8" 

19 3/4" 3/4" 

IV. 

very small 
spark 
I / 16" 

stronger 

" .. 

.. .. 
much 

stronger 
5/ 16 lively 

almost nothing 
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v. 
small spark 

livelier 

" 

.. 

,, 

.. 
" 

much 
stronger 
5/ 16 still 
livelier 

small spark 

Observ. 

When the wire waa 
ta.ken off down to 
19 turns there was 
no spark between 
the reds even at 
a distance of l /64" 
but when the band 
was approached to 
free end of coil, 
sparks would be 
drawn 3/4" long 
and then spark 
would jump be
tween the rods. 
This obvious and 
easily explained. 



The gellC1'1ll conclusions already arrived at before were still f urthcr confirmed by · 
thC$C experiments. 

They were: 1) distributed capacity must be done away with at lUlyprice; 2) the wire 
should have one quarter of wave length; 3) the last plan of tuning is the best; -4) harmonics 
appear prominently even under the conditions of these experiments (in the experimeata1 
coil the greatest spark between both cods of the coil was obtained when the wire was 200 

l 
feet long, this was just - of the lenght of secondary) ; 5) it is most important to tune 

16 
secondary and extra coil so that they are of the same period exactly, to avoid beats. 

Colorado Springi 
Sept. s. 1899 

Experimental coil freshly wound on old drum 4 ft . high. Wire No. 18 and a small 
part of No. 20 covered with wax. 

Turns 

Plan of connections : 

EKIRA 
COil 

SEH0£R 

{
467 No. 18} 
49 No. 20 

Total 
516 

Uf'. 
COil REC£ 1V£ll 

"" ' TO U OR yt1 
IUllH OF SECOfGAllT 

Thcwit:bad nearly 1/4 wave length and the response was at o~ good, a 6" spark 
being obtained from the free end. also between both ends of coil. The spark would have 
been probably longer but this was the limit to which the gap could be adjusted. 

Measuring caref'u.lly the spark length to body of experimenter it was found that 
from the oscillator end (connection being made to 3d turn) the spark was l 1/8" long. 
while from the free end of the coil the spark was S" long giving more than 4 times the 
former value. 

As i1 was thought that the bcdy of experimenter was of too large a capacity and 
affected therefore the vibration of the experimental coil - diminishing the potential, 
while it did not sensibly affect the powerful oscillator - a ball was fastened to an insulating 
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stand and spark length tried in this way. With a ball of 4" diam. the spark from the oscil
lator end was I /2" while from the free end of the exp. c:oil it was 4''. A still smailer ca
pacity was now used io the belief that perhaps the 4" ball was too large but tlM, experiments 
showed a contrary result. It was thought that the wave length being estimated from that 
of the oscillator and extra coil mu.st be longer than that of the wire on experimental coil. 
1bis led to consideration of ocrta.in advantages of long waves allowing a great length of 
wire to be wound up on the experimentalcoil. this incertain in.stances overbalancing the 
advantages of the larger magnifying factor which the short WB.'YeS offer. 

The connection was now made to the second and then again to the first turn of 
oscillator secondary and} as even in this case the effects were inconveniently strong, con
nection was made to the water pipe to dirrunish impressed e.m.f. But even now the stream
ers would go over the spark gap. Several balls were now experimented with. Results 
were as follows: 

Turns exp. Spark from Spark from Spark between Bait 
coil oscill. end free end terminals diam. 

516 3/8" 1 /2" 3 3/ 8" no ball 
516 I /8" 3/8" 5j8" ~ 18" 
516 3/16" 9 / 16" 1 1 /2" 8" 
516 5/ 16" 15/ 16" 1 7 /8" 5" 

It was now important to get an idea of the magnifying ratio and the spark was tried 
on the water pipe and on the free end of <:oil and the lcngtha compared. On the water pipe 
it was 1/64" and on the free end 1 1/2". This was fair but the coil was not yet quite well 
tuned.. Completing the adjustment with more care the spark on the pipe was found t /100" 
and on the free end of the coil 2" . This was quite 3Qtufactory but not the best by far . 

Further efforts to tune still more closely resulted in prcducing a spark between rods 
2 1 /4" and with the capacity of the experimenter on free rod, the same being disconnected 
from everything, 3 3/4" . The capacity in the primary oscillating circuit was now S tanb 
on each side and the self-ind. box 7 turns in. This capacity did not secure the best vibration 
of the sender which was a little slower but was suitable for the coil and no further attempt 
was made to tune still more advantageously by winding up more turns on the experimental 
coil. An important fact not to be forgotten is that the experimental coil responded without 
any spark passing between the oscillator balls. Obviously it was soon that. although the 
experimental coil during the tuning was placed so u to avoid induction of the primary 
5ystcm. the same still existed to somo extent. To ucerta.in bow much induced e.m.f. wu 
set up spark was tint tried between the tormina1a of the coil without ground connection 
and tho spark obtained was about 1 /64". Now the coil was reversed so that the induced 
e.m.f. was against the directly communicated e.m.f. through the water pipe and it was 
found still that a spark of l " between the rods was obtained. The aamo would have been 
probably longer bad it not been for the fa« that the end of the coil was inftuenccd by the 
metal of tho sink which was near. As this could not be bolped the effect could only be ap
proximately estimated. All this showed that the induocd e .m.f. from the primary system 
was not to any cons:dcrable degree responsible for the rise of pressure on f rec end of 
experimental coil. 
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The coil .(experimented with) was now taken outside the building and one end con
nected to a water pipe running a.cross the field. At & distance of 250 feet from sb6p or 
rather from the collDOCtion of secondary to ground a spark between the reds l /4" long 
was obtained and when the body of the experimenter was connected to the insulated 
sparkrod the spark was l " . At a distanice of 400 feet the spark without capacity was still 
I /8" and with capacity of experimenter I /2" although at ODD place the pipe was buried 
for 30 feet in the ground. Strong shocks were obtained at that d.ista.na: before the point 
of connection. 

TUNED 
COil 

EAlllH 

' 
l'IUMAllT 

8AH£11Y 

The experiments having shown the effects of distributed capacity to be 
very hur1ful if not fatal to success with tuned ooib, for convenience a winding wu adopted 
to give wry small capacity add thus the greatest pouible length of wire and highest po
tential ontbO·free end without ""JI capachy. Capacity on the end was not oeed.cd since 
the free end is conncc:ted to a 90mitive device practically without capacity. Since it was 
desirable to get tho peatest possible rise of pressure on this device, it was much better to 
tlllM' for a condition without capacity on the free end. for any capacity would cause dimi
nution of praaure sioco the amount of energy was fi.xecl. But wound in this way the tuned 
coil was not quite suitable to ~ at the same time as secondary of the induction coil and, 
to utilize older apparatus. ftnally the connection shown in diagram on the left was adopted. 
which was found to bo best. 
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C<1lorado Springs 
Sept. 6, 1899 

Experimental coil for receiving apparatus with short waves. The5e were produced 
in the following manner: the extra coil, repeatedly described, wasconncctedin series with 
the secondary of oscillator, both being first tuned to the same period so that there was 
a nodal point on the place of connection. The tension on extra ,coil terminal ( a ball of 
38 cm. capacity) was over 3 million volts, as was evident from streamers from ball. At 
a distance from the extra coil (8 feet) another ball 38 an. capacity was supported, and tbis 
ball was joined by a heavy cable 400,000 circular milJs section to the ground. The cable 

SECONDARY 

was 120 feet long and was not straight but made 
3 small turns about 4 feet diam. The rest was 
practically straight. As the ball connoctcd to the 

~~ thick cable could not be elevated as high as the 
other ball of equal siz.e on top of the extra coil a 
spark-gap was esta.blishcd as indicated in sketch. A 
sma.11 ball was joined to the cable leadi11g up this 
ball being placed at about tlic height of the large 
ball connected to the thick cable. ln estimating the 
vibration of the system comprising the large ball 
and thick cable leading to ground it was assumed 
for the present that the large cable was straight 
and self-induction calculated on this basis would, 
of course, give a smaller value, but this was thought 

sufficient to give the first idea as to bow much wire should be pl&ocd on receiving 
coil Assuming the cable straight we have 

21-240 ft=73J5 cm. approx. 
r= 0.64 

2/ 
- approx - 11,600 
r 

21 
JQ&, - -9.6 

r 

J1 - 3xl06 

( 
2 I . ) L.=21 lo&e-;--0.75 

These figures gave approx. 
66,000 cm.=L. 

From this 

2n ~ 38 66 
T - 1000 9 x JOS x 10' 

T - l 
approi 3 X l 06 

J.. 3280 
Now J.. would be 186,0:x> : 3 x 106= 0.062 miles or 3273 feet. Say-= --=820 feet. 

4 4 
This wire is to be wound on a drum 10" diam. Therefore, we want 328 turns at /ttUt. 
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Colorado Springs 

Sept. 7, 1899 

A new experimental coil wound with 400 turns on same drum 10" d:am. 
66" Jong. 

The coil when attached to a water pipe gave on free end spark 5/8". To test whether 
the wave length is greater 72 turns were added and sparks were decidedly stronger. But 
ad.ding 50 more turns the effect was wcaJc6r. The self-induction was oow calculated to get 
a better idea of the probable wave length and L was 2,000,000 cm. approx. As with this L 
the capacity would have to be extremely small, far less t~n the coil evidently had, it was 
safe to proceed in talc.ing wire off. Gradually shortening the wire increased the spark length 
until at 405 turns and a capacity of 15 sq. inches tinfoil the longest spark was obtained 
about l". Calculating from wire length A/4 was 1010 feet approx. giving n=245,SOO per 
sec. approx. 

As there was a possibility of confounding the true vibration with a harmonic, wire 
-in dcfin.ite lengths was ta.ken off. With 270 turns and small capacity on end the effect was 
still good. From that point on the diminution was steady. 

The wire No. 20 was now taken off and wire No. 18 wound in place to study the 
effect of diminished resistance. New exp. coil wound on drum 10" diam. used before. 
lt was estimated that for the vibrating system before described, comprising ball 38 cm. 
capacity &ltd 120 feet cable 400,000 c. mills, about 400-420 turns would be needed. There 
was wire enough for 495 turns. The spark was taken to the bcdy of the experimenter, 

COIL 

GROU'40 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

D ''" FOi l 

' ' I ' . ' -SP'AAK-1 
GM' 

the length being at once read off by a simple arrangement comprising a small rule of 
insulating ~~ial and a metal strip, the position of which was adjustable relative to end 
of the insulating role. The metal strip was held in hand and the end of the insulating rule 
was maintained almost in touch with the wire forming the free terminal of the coil which 
was caref u.lly placed in the proper position such that there was no induced e.m.f. from tho 
primary but only through the grow:d connection cou!d the coil be excited. The con
nection of coil and manner of reading off spark-length is indicated in the above diagram. 

181 



Results: 

Turns 

495 

470 
460 

450 

440 

435 

430 

425 

420 

415 

410 

405 

Spark: to body 

of experimenter 

3/8" 

7/16" 

7/16+1 /64 

7/ 16+ 1/32 

9/ 16 

9/16 
almost 11 /16" 

3/4" 

3/4" full 

7 /8" 
I " 

I 3/ 16" 

Spark to body of exp. with small 

capacity attached to end of wire 

much less 

.. 

.. 
" 

1/2" 

I /2" 

1 /2" 

I /2" 

1 /2" 

IL'!" 
9/ 16" 

S/8" 

With 405 turns the limit was nearly approached. With 400 twm the spark without 
capacity was I 1/4" and with tinfoil on wire 5/8" ; with 395 turns the former was 1 1/4" 
the latter 5/8" and with 390 the same also, with 385 practically tho same. Tbc system still 
needed a smalJ capacity for when a hand was bcld at a distance of about a foot a spark 
of l 3 /8" could be obtained.. 

Thtst data give wa11e length. 

Co/q"ulo Springs 
Sept. 8, 1899 

In some previous experiments coils were used wound on a drum 10" diam. but the 
inductanocs were not measu.red as the changes were made too often. The following data 
of a new coil built for similar purposes will be useful in conncc:tion with the prccoding 
experiments. 

The coil was wound on a new drum 10 5/ 16" diam. and 41 1/4" length. There were 
550 turns of No. 18 wax~vered wire. 
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Data for calculating inductance 

diameter of coil d- 10 S/16"=10.3125"=26.19 cm. 

7t 
S=4 d2=0.1854x68S.9=S38.1 cm.sq. N=SSO 

1=41.25"= 104.77 cm. 

L- 41t N1S=-12.5664 x 302,500 x 538.7 -12.5664 x 302 SOO x 5.14 
I 104.77 ' 

L=19,538,800 cm. or 0.019539 beary approx. 

following readings to measure the inductance were ta.ken: 

E 
117 

From these data 

I 
6.2 

(I) 

880 

E 117 
---= 19 approx. 
I 6.2 

L-y269. ll .. 16.41 or 
880 880 

L=0.01865 beary=l8,650,000 cm. 

Colorado Springs 

R } average of three readings 
9.586 practically the same. 

( ~r-361 R1 -91.89 

( ;r-R2 -269. ll 

Sept. 11, 1899 

Experiments were continued with apparatus before described and the effects outside 
at a distance investigated, the chief object being to establish nodal points on eanh's sur· 
face. The transmitting apparatus was one giving more rapid vibrations and was improvised 
as indicated in the left sketch. 

The apparatus for investigation comprised the ten" drum, before referred to, 
wound with 395 turns wire No. 18 B. & S. and to increase magnifying factor another 
la~r was wound on top, thus doubling the section. It was found that the scheme of double 
windings is not a good one because the e.m.f. in both wires are apt to be unequal and it is 
more difficult to make adjustment. The connections of apparatus were as indicated in 
the right sketch. 
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The secondary of the induction coi I was connected between the two legs of tli.e receiv
er, this being convenient for eventually reversing. A high self-induct1on L was provided 
to give initial excitation but the apparatus worked also without it. The batteries B and B' 
were connected both in the same way and op-
posite, the former giving best results. The tests 
showed that without any capacity or wire I - -· ·· ·- -· 
the disturbances were recorded about one 

1 

mile a way; only the ground connection was 
essential as the waves were still fairly long, 
about 4000 feet (approx.) 

E XTRA 
COil 

)8 C.m 
BALL 

SEC 

Colorado Springs 

SPAR >< 
GAP l l C.m. 

BALL 

'-' llLE 
• 03.000 cm. 

COIL 
TUNED 

bd 

...Ls 

L-~-+-~-....I...-4-~~~ 

Sept. 12, 1899 

c 

Experiments were again resumed after some changes for the better had been made. 
Th~ ~ndary was teduced to 26 turns and the adjustment was so made that but little 
self-induction remained in the self-ind. box and all tanks were used. The best condition 
was obtained with 8 tanks on each side and self-ind. on sixth tum. The extra coil was now 
adjusted to the same vibration. As with the ball lifted up the vibration was somewhat too 
slow for the secondary, the ball was lowered to about half the height when resonance was 
secured with nearly the same capacity and self-induction in primary circuit as corresponded 
to the vibration of the secondary. Although the agreement was not quite close, the effects 
were remarkable. The streamers went from ball 38 cm. capacity on top as freely as though 
it were a small one, this showing that the e.m.f. was far in excess, possibly many times 
the 3 million volts which theoretically are necessary to produce streamers from a ball 
of this radius of curvature. 
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Colorado Springs 

Sept. 13, 1899 

On Westinghouse Transformer the following change was made. The wire was cut 
in the middle and the two parts connected as shown in diagram: the end of the first half 
was connected to the tank which as bcf ore remained connected to the ground. The second 
half was left intact. This mode of connecting afforded the a.dvantage of connecting the 
two parts in multipfe arc for 22.500 volts or 
30,000 volts-thus providing double current ~ 

capacity. This was recognized as necessary 
as the one half previously used did not load 
the jars quite fast enough as was evident from 
the measurement and calculation of constants. 
When the parts arc used in multiple arc the 
connection is as illustrated by - - - - - - -
lines. When the old connection was desirable 
the dotted connections were taken off and 
the connection indicated by - · • - • · - line. ~ 

A further change was made tcday by 
substituting for the 5" pulJey on the alternat-

6 2100 x 40 
ing motor another pulley of 6". This gives now - X - 4200 breaks per sec. The 

2 60 

tests showed best results with sccoDdary of oscillator, 8 tanks on each side self-ind., 
6 turns in. Streamers were all along on the top wire which was raised today, very strong, 
more so than before. 

Colorado Springs 
Sept. 14, 1899 

Experiments continued with the object of completing adjustments of secondary 
and extra coil with ball elellated to the highest position. 

It was found that the capacity necessary in primary for resonance with extra coil 
was increased 2S% when ba.IJ was lifted about half way. This gave the basis for the calcu
lation showing that about 10 turns from the extra coil bad to be taken off to give the 
same vibration with ball elevated to top position. All in all nearly eleven turns were taken 
off and it was found that the vibration came out very closely as estimated. The resonance 
of secondary was obtained with all jars or tanks (8 on each side) and 6 turns self-induction, 
while resonance of extra coil with ball elevated took plaoe with all tanks likewise and 
4 turns self-induction. The coil was still a Little faster than tho secondary. When both were 
connected in series the effects were magnificieot, streamers up to 12 feet from the ball. 
To get bc3t effect a middle value of self-induction had to be inserted, but although with 
this number of turns {about 4) both the secondary and extra coil were weakened i ndividuaUy, 
their joint effect was much stronger. This showed importance of very close tuning. 
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Colorado Springs 
Sept. 15, 11J99 

As it was impracticable in the form of appuatus used in. some of these experiments 
to insulate the sem.itive device from the break. a uumber of arrangements were adopted 

2. 

S YNCHllONIZEO 
COil 

81 

' 

c 

...._~~---~~~~·~~~ 

to dispense with this necessity. Some 
arc illustrated below: 

These diagrams are self-explana
tory. In all of them both the secon
dary coil and synchronized coil have 
their ends free for the purpose of ena
bling gTeat size of pressure. This has 
been found a great advantage as bas 
also the construction of a resonating 
coil in which distributed c:apacity is 
redU<lCd to minimum. 

c 

, 

In some of the above arrangements the secondary coil was dispensed with and a part 
of the synchronized coil utilised to give initial excitation. It was found in these experiments 
that the primary most be for the best results always on the side near tho ground connection 
as otherwise the inlueooc of the primary is detrimcll1al to a great rise. lo one instance 
~ts were remarkably good with ratio of t.ransformation l : 250, that is two turns of 
primary and SOO turns in synchr. coil. 
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Co/orm/J) Springs 
Sept. 16, 1899 

Further experimentation led to adopting one of the two arrangements illustrated 
according to whether an independent induction coil was used or not. The induction coil 
secures the advantage that the synchron.iz.ed coil need not be touched and the apparatus 
is made suitable for any coil. On the other band to use the synchronir.cd coil itself bas 
the chief advantage of having the coil entirely open. This latter advantage is secured to 
a large extent also when an independent induction coil is used. as in following diagram (I) : 
1be lettering is as in previous diagrams. A small condenser C1 is connected to secondary 
to allow easy passage to the high frequency currents from the ground through the synchro
nized coil to the sensitive device and wire or capacity in the air. 

Diagram two shows manner of connecting when the synchroniz.ed coil itaclf is used 
as the secondary of the induction coil. In this case the primary consisting from 1-S turns 
or so is placed near the ground and the tuning is effected with all appmatw mounted 
together except sensitive device. 

•• 

This seems best so far judging from tests . 

c 

SYHCHR. 
COil 

c 

2. 
AIR ,,.
CA~ 

Remark: Another battery is sometimes placed in synchr. coil ciraait (this is not 
shown). 
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Colcrado Springs 
Sept. 17, 1899 

To suit the two boxes which were made some time ago for the reception of the re
ceiving instruments in easily portable form a number of connections were adopted. These 
boxes are 9" wide, 14" long and IO" high overall. In the lower part was placed the induotion 
coil, batteries, condenser, resistances and cell. A board was provided to close up this part 
and on the board was mounted: sensitive relay, clockwork driving break and sensitive 
device, also a special circuit interrupting device. These boxes were merely made for the 

BOX l00 1<£ 0 FRO:~ IOP 
Wl! ll COVER OPEN 

l'RIM I' 0 

BAIT. 8 0 

BA rlERY 
WI Rf 0 

, .... 0 

WIRf S 0 

t 

d 

c 

B 
e.__~---1-~~.....,.~~-1,.-,,__~~~ 

ClOCK 
WORK 

A:J;(ILIARY 
RELAY 

SEHSITIVf: 
RElAY 

2. 
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investipiion outside and such use. The syncbroniz.cd coil was wound in one instance· 
around a druoi 10" in diam. and about 4 feet high from the ground and carrying on top 
a board for placing the box with the instruments and supporting a light rod for air-'Or 
capacity wire. In another fonn of apparatus the synchronized coil was wound on drum of 
2 foot diam. and 18" high, which was supported on a tripod of photographic outfit. 

These two conocctions illustrated in Diagrams 1. and 2. were found best s11it :11 
The small condenser around secondary s comprised only a few sheets of mtca :i •· 
sufficient to let the currents of a frequency of 50,000 per sec. pass through e~ 

Colorado Springs 
Sept. 18, 1899 

Experiments were resumed with all transformers in plaoe, high speed . break and 
connection in multiple arc of West. Transformer. The object was to further tSt the inten
sity of the vibrations produoed particularly without spark. The connection was as in 
diagram. It was though that in this arrangement, which was dwelt upon before, the distur
bances were produced more economically than when using a spark discharge. The experi-

SEC:O...DAllY 

EXIRA COIL 

DALL 
)I c.m. 

r--- -.___J ELEYA1ED 
MAXIMUM 
HEIDHT 

8A~S 
~;::::::=,..L..-4F=:.;'71, DIAM. 

I'll.I E ZINC 

ments fully confirm this. Jn the tests the capacity of the two balls of 18" diam. did not 
very materially derange the adjustment and period of the circuit. This is to be expected ; 
as for the secondary the capacity was far too small and on the other hand the independent 
vibration of the extra coil could not be materially interfered with since the condenser 
formed by the two balls and zinc plate allowed free passage of currents to earth. Now 
the important thing was to decide whether it is better to make length of extra coil one 
half or one quarter of wave as before. This to be thoroughly investigated. The working 
was excellent with 1 /4 wave length. 
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Colorado Springs 
Sept . 19, 1899 

Various arrangements with oscillator and extra coil for production of most powerful 
disturbances. 

AU of these arrangements have been experimented with and ~ibcd before, and 
so far the plan illustrated in Diagram 4. seems to be best. In Fig. 1. the extra coil is merely 
a means of increasing pressure on the end. lo Figs. 2. and 3. the vibrations through the 

I 

SIMl'lE S .. AJIK GAi' 

AIR 
CA ... 

ground arc intensified by the extra coil working directly on the ground either through 
a gap with capacity or without same. lo all cases it has been found important to have 
the two systems vibrate in synchronism. The same considerations apply to Diagrams 
4, 5 and 6. The plan in Fig. 4. being found best, tho question is what is the best length to 
give to the wires. 
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With each secondary and extra coil having ooe quarter of a wave length the action 
on the condenser is not most intense. With the extra coil I /2 wave length and the secondar;y 

5. AUi CAl'ACITIES 

l 

SEC. 

J /4, they both cooperate on the condenser producing on the ball a much greater pressure. 
This appears the best relation in Fig. 4. In Fig. S. and 6. it is found best to make i!Xtra 
coil 3 /4 wave length and the secondary I /4 for obvious reuoos. 

Colorado Springs 
Sept. 20, 1899 

Consider a form of oscillator of great simplicity particularly adapted for telegraphy 
similar to type exhibited before Am. Ac. of Science. A coil of high self-induction is con
nected in series with a condenser and across the condenser is placed a break generally 
in series with the primary of the coil. Very sudden discharges are produced when using a 
fine stream of electrolyte or mercury to effect shortcircuit. The stream is broken by con
deQJer current. The plan followed for some time was to produce the :stream automaticaUy 
by a magnet worked by a key. The connections are sbcematically indicated in the diagram. 

L 
d 

c 

The question is to get the proper capacity of condenser, the amount of self-induction and 
other particulars. The secondary of the oscillator may be connected as shown to the ground 
and elevated object of capacity or else a spark gap may be used. 
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lf R be the resistance of charging r.oil and L the self-induction and E the ~.m.f. of 

the generator the mmmum current that could flow through the coil would ·be~, but as 
R 

E 
the stream bas a resistance r the maximum current wiU be J--- . The moment of the 

R+r 
l 

coil will be - / 2 L . The condenser will be able to store each time an amount of energy 
2 

= -- and we must have - Lf'l= -- . This grves for C value C= L - but - == E2 C l £ 2 C ( I ) 2 I 
2 2 2 E E 

= -
1
- hence C L . Now to obtain frequency of brea.Jc we should calculatetlie 

R+r (R+r)1 

time sufficient to evaporate a portion of the liquid column. This we can find easily from 
dimensions of column and its resistance, specific beat and the amount of eMrgy which is 
passed through it. 

<:olorado Spring3 

' . 

I .. ,. ! 

(This to be followed out.) 

Sept. 21, 1899 

Proposed structure to elevate terminal to 
a height of 140 feet from ground. 

On a telegraph post very stron_g and reach
ing nearly to the roof of the building is to be 
p~ a cap consisting of a pipe 10" diam., 
about 2 feet long with a coupling for a 6" pipe. 
The cap will widen out at the bottom so as to 
keep the wood safe against the streamers. 

The pipes come in lengths of 20 feet. This 
will give roughly I 20 feet of pipe plus cap and 
timber, at least 20 feet, all in all 140 feet. 

The approximate area of pipe above the 
roof will be: 7tX20x 12(6+5+ 4+3+ 3+ 
+2)= 17,332 sq. inches or 120 sq. feet. The 
ball having nearly 20 sq. feet. We shall have 
140 sq. fcet+cap. There may be possibly 150 sq. 
feet with all joints. The electrostatic capacity 
will reduce turns on coil to probably less than 
one half. 

Tho wind pressure will be considerable 
but except for an unusually strong wind it will 
be fairly safe. 
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Colorado Springs 
Sept. 22, l899 

The construction of new secondary for oscillator was begun th.is morning. The plan 
of tapering coil before used was abandoned as it was decided to obtain effects by the 
extra coil, this making it desirable to obtain better energy transfer from primary to se
condary and if possible increased impressed e.m.f. 
on extra coil. The mutual induction will be much 
better and the oscillator more efficient. 

The diameter of the new coil is to be exactly 
IS meters inside of wire or about 49.25 feet. Two 
turns of primary arc to be used as before, generally 
connected in. multiple. Provision is made for 48 
turns of sec<>ndary. Twenty two of tho now turns 
will be equivalent to the 25 turns used last on taper
ing frame. The frame is being built up as in 
sketch. The primary cables separated by pieces 
1 l /8" thick. The secondary wire No. 10 used 
before to be wound in grooves provided in mould
ings as shown. Two groovers were provided in 
ea.ch moulding this making the work simplest. 
Space was provided for two wires in each groove 
as it might be foun.d later necessary to double 
copper. Primary and secondary are to have same 
amount. 

Colorado Springs 

1•4· 

·~· 

Sept. 23, 1899 

For best results the copper masses in primary and secondary of reconstructed oscil
lator should be equal. 

There are two primary cables generally connected in multiple arc. These cables 
each have 37 wires No. 9 B. & S. The area in mills from table of wire No. 9 is 13,090, the 
total section_oJ QDC cable being therefore 

or 484.330 x 0.0005067 

2421650 

13,090 x 37} 
39270 = 484 330 . mills 91630 • c 

484,330 

2905980 = 245.41 mm .. square 
3390310 

2454100110 
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Taking one wire in each groove (No. 10 8 . & S.) we have for 48 turns 10.380 mills 
bejng the section of wire No. 10 total section reduced to one turn 

41520 . 
10380x 48} 

83040 
= 498,240 c. malls or 

498,240 x 0.0005067 

2491200 

498240 

298944-0 =252.46 mm. square. That is very nearly the section of primary cables. 
3487680 

2524582080 

Therefore, if two primary cables are used there should be two wires in each groove 
of the secondary as provided for. The total section of primary wiU then be 490.82 sq. mm. 
and of secondary reduced to one turn: 504.92 sq. mm., but as thq wir~is slightly stretched 
the sections or masses respectively wilJ be more equal. 

C()/orado Springs 
Sept. 24, 1899 

Note relative to Westinghouse Transformer. 

The iron core is of dimensions indicated in sketch. The insulation from core l" 
thick blocks of wood. [nsulatioo between fibre paper about 1 /2" thick. 

There arc throe primary coils and 4 secondary 
coils. For a transformation to 60,000 volts a part 
of primary is left out. Best way of working is to 
u~e SJTI&ller transformation ratio to 45,000 approx. 

The secondary coils arc connected up alter· 
natively, that is, beginning with the first on the 
left, then to third, then to second and from there 
to the fourth coil. 

The transformer gives every evidence of hav. 
ing a high efficiency. The leakage current is remar

~ 10·-· 
' I . I 

I 
... ... 

kably small for so large a machine. The alternate connection and disposition of coils is 
evidently to reduce stray field and also for convenience to enable use of similarly wound 
coils, that is, coils wound on one form. 

The tests of mineral seal oil 300° show it to be oil of excellent quality penetrative, 
of high flashing point and good insulating properties. 
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Colorado Springs 
Sept. 25, 1899' 

Measurement of self-induction of primary of oscillator and regulating self-in. coil. 

Conductor measured 

2 primary turns 
2 primary turns 
I primary turn 
Self-in. coil 
Self-in. coil 

current 

33.2 
58.9 
58.9 
33.2 
58.9 

Readings: 

Voltage across 
conductor 

6.4 
11.7 
5.85 
2.5 
4.45 

p 

Computed from revolutions 
of synchronous single 
phase motor speed 35 per 
sec. 8 pole motor gives 
n=l40 
p= 880 

Of the above reading<; the one showing 58.9 amp. was taken repeatedly and is very 
probably closer than the other reading with smaller current. Ta1ciog this as the.basis I find, 
neglecting resistance of both primaries and self-in. coil being very small Lzi,' of two pri
maries: 

E x 109 

Ip 
l I. 1 x 1 

()9 - 225, 7 30 cm. 
ss.9 x sgo 

L of one primary will be Lp= 56,432 approx. as the coils are practicaUy one. 

Ex 109 445 
Lg- - - - x225,730 - 85,855cm. approx. 

Ix 880 1170 

As there are 24 turns we may take as a rough approximation when quickly computing: 
3600 cm. per turn when there are a considerable number in. 

Coloratk> Springs 
Sept. 26, 1899 

Following method for determining period of vibration, inductances and capacities 
is simple and converuent. The vibrating system is formed by a continuously variable and -- . -. 
exactly determinable inductance and a capacity standard, or by an inductance standard 
and continuously adjustable condenser or by a system in which both those clements are 
continuously adjustable and can be exactly determined in one way or another. This system 
is then excited by a primary vibrating system in a convenient manner and one or both 
of the elements of the excited system is varied until resonance is obtained. This gives the 
period. of the primary system and if in this onJy one more clement is Jcoown all the others 
can be easiJy determined. The excitation is conveniently secured and graduated by con
necting the wire leading to the system to be excited to the ground through an adjustable 
spark gap, which is generally very small. This method was applied to determi1.1ng the 
period of the primary system used in these experiments in the following manner: a standard 
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~If-induction coil m~de long ago and used in experiments ;n N. Y. about 1560 turns Wound 
on a drum 3 I /2" diam. was shunted by the adjustable condenser, also frequently used 
and consisting of two brass plates 20" diam., and this system was connected to one of 
the terminals of the Westinghouse transformer as illustrated in diagram below. By varying 
the length of spark at b the degree of excitation was varied to any value desired, the spark 
at ex serving to determine maximum rise of potential on terminaJs of excited system. 

ST A"OARD S!:LFIND. 

ADJUSTABLE CONDEN~R 

. d 
SECONDARY 

......._ ___ d.----' 

ANALYZING GAP 

Particulars: L=O.Ol 16 H. Res. of coil=59.457 ohms, drum 3 1/2", turns 1560 approx. 

Readings in one case: 
Capacity in primary total 
144 bottles=0,1526 mfd. 

Inductance primary 
0.000025 H 

2 7t 1225 
Tapprox = -- ..J0.000025 X O. l 526 co --

103 101 

Resonance was obtained with the plates nearly 0.8 cm. apart, the period of excited system 
being slightly slower. 

Colorado Springs 

A 2027 
C-=--=---

4nd 4 7tX 0.8 

T. approx. 

approx. 200 cm. 

1230 

108 

Sept. 27, 1899 

Determination of inductance of coil used in series with extra coH when no ball was 
used on latter, with old secondary. 

160 turns No. 10 B. & S. wire rubber-covered Habirshaw, drum 2 feet diam. 
60.96 cm. Length= 42.5" = 107 .95 cm. 

First measurement average of readings: 

1=5.9 £=38.25 R=I.054 w=880 

E ~ 6.483 = y(1.054)2 + (880 L)2 

I 
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v' 6.4832 
- l.0542 6.4 

L = 
880 

-
880 

- 0.00728 H or 7 ,280,000 cm. 

Second measurement average of readings: 

/-6.77 £=43.25 R = l.054 w=880 

£=6.39 from this L=0.00716 H or 7,160,000 cm. 

This variation probably due to change in <.U and it is probably safest to take average 

{
0.00716} or . 0.00722 H } as best 
0.00728 7,220,000 cm. values. 

The calculated value from above dimensions is: 

L ... 
4 

1t N
2 

S q 
4 

7t x 25•600 x 2919 
= 8, 700,000 cm. or 0.008 7 henry 

I 107.95 

N 2 -25,600 

S =..?: 60.962 = 2919 cm. sq. 
4 

The difference must be due to the internal capacity of the coil or possibly inexactness of 
the dimensions above. 

Colorado Springs 
Sept. 28, 1899 

One of the difficulties in telegraphy and a drawback in practical introduction is the 
elevated terminal of capacity as proposed by me. It is difficult to elevate a structure to 
the desired height and keep the same insulated from the ground and with very powerful 
vibrations, as here produced even an insulated wire leading up offers difficulties because 
of streamers which reduce the force and the effect at a distance. 

I propose to overcome this by the following plan. A structure is to be elevated from 
the ground up to the desired height and an insulated wire from the oscillator is to be brought 

' \ 
\ I 

\ STRUSWRE 

' ,' ' / ' / 

' 
' I 

/ 
I 

,. """'""---..... ,. .... , 
OSCltL. 
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up to a point on the structure and connected to same or else brought into proximity, as 
for instance when a spark is used. This point should now be so located then thete is at the 
same moment, say, a position maximum on top and a negative on the bottom or ground. 
that is the top and bottom should be one half of the wave apart or a multiple thereof. 

When secondary is grounded as usual it will probably be advantageous to make the 
wave length in both systems so that they work in unison on the ground. 

Colorado Springs 
Sept. 29, 1899 

Various advantageous arrangements of oscillating circuits for producing 
disturbmu:es in the natural media. 

The object of these arrangements is to produce especially in conjunction with an 
"extra coil", as before explained, disturbances in the most effective and economical man
ner. In such a coil the e.m.f. is raised to an extremely high value by the "magnifying ratio". 
The arrangements furthermore contemplate doing away with the spark which consumes 
energy, although in many respects it possesses advantages giving, in particular, a very 
high rate of ehergy delivery. In the diagrams three such arrangements which have been 
experimented with are illustrated. 

c, 

E 

) . 

,~;//, > /7, ?7 
f 

ln Fig. l. the form of connection is shown most frequently experimented with here. 
The primar: . .' ' l'nergizes secondary s shunted by condenser c, the secondary exciting extra 
coils e e with their capacities e C1 at the free terminals, one of which, C1, is at some dis
tance from the ground or groundplate E forming a condenser with same. All the three 
systems. primary, secondary and cxtr:> coil have the same period of vibration. Fig. 2. il
lustrates a simplified way; in this instance the extra coils are partially influenced by in
duction from the primary p. In Fig. 3. again the extra coil e may be only electrically or 
also inductively excited. i he upper terminal is here a very large capacity as the roof 
of a building and the terminal of high potential is C,. 

This seems to be very effective. 
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Colorado Springs Notes 
Oct. 1-31, 1899 

FoUowing items partly completed omitted for want of time: 

Oct. S. More complete description of photographs ta.Jcen. 

Oct. 14, 22, 23 {page 5 
} , 25 and 29 corrected results deduced from experi

pagc 6 
mental data recorded. 

Patent matters nearly completed: 

a) Method securing excessive e.m.f. momenta. 

b) Various ways of avoiding use of elevated terminal in power transmission etc. 
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Colorado Springs 
Oct. I, 1899 

The new secondary was wound with 22 turns in all. The last turn was placed on top 
on porcelain insulators to prevent injury to the wood and breaking through on the last 
turn where danger greatest. It was evident that the coil could not stand the strain as there 
was only I" between the turns. But the winding was tried for trial. The total length of coil 
was now - disregarding the last turn which was on top of frame - 27" approx. Now the 
length oft!Je old coil was 63" (last tum excepted). Therefore, if the turns would have been 
of the ~ area the self-induction of the new coil would have been increased by a ratio 

63 f . . h . . f (21)2bcca f of 
27 

because o length and dimirus ed by a ratio o 
25 

use o turns. Now the aver-

age tum of the old coil was 44 feet dia. and of the new 49 feet approx. This made each 
of the new turns about IO" larger than the average of the old. On the whole then the sclf-

63 (21)2 (' ')l -induction of the new coil should have been roughly 
27 

x 
25 

x to L, where L is 

the self-induction of the old coil, that is Li =(nearly) 2.()6 L . 
3.125 

The storing capacity will also be increased by a ratio of- - or nearly 2.5 capacity 
l.25 

of the former. Consequently the period of the new coil should be nearly y2.5x2.0(, 
times longer or nearly 127% longer. With this distribution of turns it will be necessary 
to use a much smaller number. 
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Colorado Springs 
Oct. 2, 1899 

As expected the coil wound before was unable to stand the strain and a different 
distribution of turns of the secondary was made. The ten turns oe&rcst to the ground were 
left as before and the remaining were plaocd. one turn in each second groove making 
the distance between the upper turns 2 5 /8" and lower ones I". Even with th.is arrange
ment. some of the upper and also some of the lower turns would break through. 

A change was again made and only 4 of the turns - the lowest - were left I'' apart 
and all the others were placed in every second groove. The tests showed that the turns 
could now withstand the full charge. Perhaps up to six first turns might have been left at 
a distance of I" - but it was thought that the distribution was good enough as it was. 

The last change reduced the number of turns to 18 (the uppermost not counted). 
Compared with the last form of tapering coil of 25 turns the period of the new was now 
approximately estimated from rough data below: 

diameter of one new turn 

.. average old .. 
turns of new coil 

.. old .. 

average dista.noe of new turns 

.. .. old .. 
length of new coil 

.. old ,. 

49 f. 

44 .. 

JS 

25 

2 5/8" 
3 l /8" 

42" 
63" 

Calling L 1 self-ind. of new coil and Li that of old tapering coil, we would have ap
proximately : 

L, -
63 

x (.!!)2 

x (
49

)
2

L or l, -L nearly 
42 25 44 

th . f ·1 .,, be b . f 3.125 25 Now c capacity o new cor w1 greater y a ratio o - - = - because of 
2.625 21 

distance of turns and smaller by a ratio of _!_ , I being length of new and /1 that of old 
I, 

coil. Now 
I 18x49xn 88 44 

1, 25 x 44 x 1t - 110 = 55. 

Hence the capacity of new coil to that of old will be as 

or very nearly equal. 

25 x 44 110 
- -- oras -
2lxS5 116 

Therefore the distribution of the turns will secure nearly the same period of vibration 
as in the old coil. 
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Cowrodo Springs 

Oet. 3, 1899 

Useful data in estimating possible errors due to the proximity of the ground or 
conductors or other causes. 

8 All AOJUSfABlE IE10KI 
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L----'"'l:O.;:WESf IUllN EMPLOl'EO lOWESl tUIN 
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s·r 6' 5" 

. ~OU!() f AVERAGE 
~77~7 r->7 7J7>77/Ji I ; 7 I} 177Jr7T 
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o--- -.- IOP I \JIN ON INSULA IORS 

AU 111 All 11 C°"4PlnE 11.RNS 

1
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2 4" APARI 

" zS~,.. AlOM CEH '£11 ro CENJER 

APROltSI 

I 
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-7-7..,.-JT--;/rJ/"Jr-:1n1'71-7r;r:1r-.r-r-,,'"-;)~/1'-17..-i7r-7-7-/7' r-r-r1r-r1 ....,, ....... 7-7'7"77...,. 
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Colorado Springs 
Oct .. 4, 1899 

Test to determine more exactly influence of elevation on capacity of an insulated 
body. 

A coil was wound to suit best the special conditions of this test. On a drum of 2 feet 
and I l /4" diam. were wound 400 turns, wire cord No. 20. The insulation was very thick 
but of small specific inductive capacity. This wire with widely separated turns was used 
in order to make the cariacity of the coil itself as small as possible compared with capacity 
of insulated body. The iatter was in this case the one sphere of 30" diam. arranged to be 
elevated at will to a height up to nearly 4-0 feet from the ground. 

The wire had a diam. approx. No. 20 B. & S.=0.032" or 0.8128 mm. The circum
ference of wire if solid would have been about 2.4 mm. Now one tum of wire was 'It x 25.25'' 
or about 7t X641 mm. The total length 7tX641 X400=256,400 X7t mm. Hence total surface 
of wire only n x 256,400 x 2.4= 6l5,360 7t sq.mm. or 61547t sq.cm. Now the diam. of the 
sphere was 30" or 76.2 cm. The surface 1t d2= 18,231 sq. cm. approx. The utmost we could 
take would be I /2 surface of wire, that is 3000 n sq.cm. and this would be only l /2 of 
surface of sphere. But other things considered, it would appear·thaethe error due to elec
trostatic and distributed capacity of the coil itself would be small. This is however to be 
further investigated and allowance made for. It would be, of course, desiderable to entirely 
do away with the capacity of the coil to make the results of the observations rigorously 
true, but this will be hardly possible. 

The number of turns on the coil was selected so as to be suitable to the apparatus 
used normally. The total length of the coil so far as wound was 57 1/8" or 145. l cm, diam. 
of drum 25.25"= 64.14 cm. To calculate self-induction we have then the following data: 

Turns : 400, length of coil 145,1 cm, area of one loop= 3231 sq.cm. From this approxi-
47t N2 S 

mately L 
1 

44,772,000 cm, or 0.044772 henry approx. If we adopt 38.J cm as 

the capacity of the sphere in the lowest position, the period of the system would be: 

2 n J 38. t 
T = lOOO \f 0.044772 x 9 x JOS -= 

- .... ~ 2 n J0. 1706,.. he 0 413 = 2.5936 - 0.86455 or n - 115,668 nearly. 
3xl0' 3 x l05 x · 3 x l05 105 

This is a vibration far too quick, in reality it will be much slower because of capacity 
in the coil 

Diagram shown illustrates arrangement used in experiments: The coil of 400 t. 
was excited by secondary of oscilator, and capacity and self-induction in primary were 
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varied until resonance of free system comprising coil of 400 t. and ball of 38. J cm cat>. 
was obtained. This w~ evident from spark length and other indications, as streamers. 

8ALLH(IGHT ADJUSTABLE 

COIL SP • .RK GAP SEC. 
'OO I. 

SELF. BOX 

SEC . NOi 
VIBRATING 
FREELY 

t~ 
Results: 

Ball Capacity in Turns in Spark gap Spark 
position primary on self. box primary second. The experi-

each side ments were 

to west old+3 2/3 new 22 1/2"+1 tum 53" interrupted 

tanks here because 

2 feet old+4 l/3 22 of darkness 
" " " higher 

From this computed found that by elevating 2 feet, capacity was increased by a ratio of 
5 l/3 16 S 0 / I II 14 3°/ Th. . I &' d I h ---=-=-or about 15/o near y, rea y . / o· 1s 1s a va ue 1oun near y t e 
4 2/3 14 7 
same before in previous tests. 

--·- ~-

To be followed up. 
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Co/.,rado Spriltgs 
Oct. s, 1899 

Test of secondary last pattern, 17 turns in all. 

To ascertain the period a spark gap adjustable was used in the secondary from end 
to earth, as usual, and the capacity and self-ind. of primary was varied until maximum 
spark length in secondary and other indications showed maximum resonant rise. 

Results: 

Capacity in primary 
7 tanks on each side 

8 " " 

Turns lo self. box 

13 " 
10 " } 

l tum 
primary 
(2 mul~iple) 
approximate 

Now a ball 38.1 cm. was added on the end &nd placed near the earth plate at a dis
tance of about 3 1 /2 feet but very little affecting tho vibration. This shows that distributed 
capacity in secondary is very large as before. 

Capacity of one tanlc being 0.03816 mfd. Taking approx. Lp=56,400 and 13 turns 
box 46,800 

We have: 

2n / 103,200 
T- lOOO \' 3.5 x 0.03816 x IO' -

_ 2n _;13.784 .,. 2 1t v'IJ.784_ 23·36 -000002336 and 
1000 V 10' IO' 10' . 

n= 42,800 approx. 

Some data to be preserved: 

Res. of cord used in measuring resistances : 

Res. of secondary 17 turns 

Res. of 2 primary t. in series 

Res. of Regulating seJf-.ind. coil 

Coil wound for W.T. outfit.: Aug. 24, 1899 

Spool about 8 I /2" long: 399 turns per layer \ 

22 la)'cts 

O.S% ohm 

2.804 .. 

0.004 .. 
0.054 

Latest secondary in receiving apparatus, No. 30 wire, 90 turns per layer, 35 layers. 
Res. 424 ohms. 
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Tests showed best Tesult with 56-68 primary turns. 62 turns, No. 20 cord, are now 
used. Res. of corci 0.39 ohm. 

Test with special coil for determining more accurately the law of variation of capa
city with elevation. The coil with 400 turns No. 20 cord was used as previously and the 
adjustable ball of 38.1 cm capacity. The ball was normally above the extra coil repeatedly 
referred to, which on account of its great internal capacity was not used. Although uncon
nected some error was necessarily caused by the presence of the coil near the ball when 
the latter was near its lowest position. 

A further error was anticipated from the influence of the roof at the points when the 
ball, which was being gradually lifted during the test, was nearest to it. The smallest dis
tance or nearest point was about 11 feet. Nevertheless some action was bound to occur 
although the wood is very dry here and it is proposed in later tests to eliminate these 
erors as much as possible. The roof was covered with some sort of tar paper the influence 
of which can only be conjectured at present. The most reliable data will be those obtained 
with ball at the highest points when it is above all structures. The ~nncca.ions used are 

SPECIAL COIL 

S. SPAR 

8.t.ll ADJUSTABLE 
HEI GHT 

GAP 
1----t--'AOJUST ABLE 

shown in diagram. The ball was lifted by steps of one foot each and the primary self
-induction and capacity was adjusted until maximum resonant rise was observed on special 
coil, and adjustable secondary spark gap serving as analiur, besides streamers which served 
even as a better guide. The results of the test are shown on the following table: 
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l'able showing results. The capacities are all redu-=ed to the same inducta.ooe so that 
as the primary capacity changes. the secondary is changed in the same ratio. 

Height from Capacity Peroent of Figures reduced to 
ground feet in tanlcs increase self-ind. of one primary: 

20.66 4.36 
21.66 5.05 16% 
22.66 5.11 14% 
23.66 6.27 9.5% 
24.66 6.00 0 
25.66 6.24 4% 

two primary turns reduced 

25.66 6.64 10% To correct later 
26.66 8.87 33% 6.24 

fact'br -- to be used 
27.66 11.48 40% 6.64 
28.66 14.84 30% 
29.66 18.64 26% 
30.66 21.08 13% 
31.66 22.36 6% 
32.66 23.28 4% 
33.66 24.72 6% 
34.66 25.68 4% 
35.66 27.00 5% 

Table showing results of obserVatioos on inftuenoe of height in determining capacity 
of a sphere connected to the coil before described. The sphere of 38. l cm. electrostatic 
capacity was gradually elevated and the petiod c.f vibration determined for every position 
of the sphere, by varying the capacity and self-induction of primary circuit. As the self
-inductions of both circuits remained the same the secondary capacity vamd euctly as 
the primary. 
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~ 
IO 

Height 
of sphere 

from 
ground 

-I in 
feet 

20.66 

21.66 

22.66 

23.66 

24.66 

25.66 

Capacity 
o f primary 
expressed 
in tank<> 
on each 

side 

2 

4.66 

S.33 

6 

7 

8 

8 one 
pr. turn 

• 1.66 two 
pr. turns 

Turns 
ill re-

gUlating 
self
ind. 
coil 

Self-ind. in 
reg. coil 

measured I calculated 
data data 
cm. cm. 

Total 
self-ind. 

in primary 
circuit 

A re 

in 
pri
mary 

io 
secon
dary 

I 3 _I _ 4 I 5 I 6 I 1 I s I 

21.5 I 77,400 I 103,200 I 133,800 m. 11 /2'.' + j 52 1 /4"1 
173,200 c. 1 turn 

22 I 79.200 105,600 

22.5 I 81,000 108,000 

20 I 72,000 96,000 

14 I 50,400 67,200 

15.5 I 53,800 74,400 

24 86,400 1 IS,200 

135,600 m. 
175,600 c. 

137,400 m. 
178,000 c. 

128,400 m. 
166,000 c. 

106,800 m. 
137,200 c. 

112,200 m. 
144,400 c. 

3J2,000 m. 
395,ioo c. 

.. 

" 

" 

" 

.. 

1 /8" + 
1 turn 

" 

" 

.. 

.. 

.. 

20" 

Capacity 
in primary 
on one side 

reduced 
to same va
lue of sclf-

induction in 
primary; 

minimum 
106,800m 

or 
137,200 c 

9 

5.84 m. 
5.88 c. 

6.77 '"· 
6.82 c. 

7.74 m. 
7.78 c. 

8.41 '"· 
8.47 c. 

8.00 "'· 
8.00 c. 

8.42 m. 
8.42 c. 

8.04 m. 
8.07 c. 

Increase 
of capacity 

of primary 
or sec. 

in percents 

rate I absol. 

r 10 1 , , 

16 m. 16 
16 16 

14.3 32.5 
14.1 3~ 

8.6 44 
8.9 44 

-5 37 
- 5 37 

5.25 44.S 
S.25 43 

o.s 
0.9 

37.7 
37-2 



""' ..... 
<:::> 

1 

26.66 

27.66 

28.66 

29.66 

30.66 

31.66 

32.66 

33.66 

34.66 

35.66 

2 

2.33 
2.48 r 

3 
3.2 r 

4 
4.26 r 

5 
5.32r 

6 
6.35 r 

6 
6.35 r 

6 
6.35 r 

6.33 
6.86 r 

6.66 
7.l r 

7 
1.5 r 

I " 3 I 

20 

19 

18 

18.5 

14 

18 

21.5 

22 

21 

21 

4 I 5 I 6 I 

72,000 
297,600 m. 

96,000 376,000 c. 

68,400 
294,000 m. 

91,200 371 ,200 c. 

64,800 
290,400 m. 

86,400 366,400 c. 

66,600 
292,200 m. 

88,800 368,800 c. 

50,400 
276,000 m. 

67,200 347,200 c. 

64,800 86,400 290,400 m. 
366,400 c. 

77,480 103,200 303,000 m. 
383,200 c. 

79,200 105,600 304,800 m. 
385,600 c. 

75,600 J00,800 301,200 m. 
380,800 c. 

15,600 100,800 301,200 m. 
380,800 c. 

7 I 8 I 9 I 10 I l I 

10.71 m. 33.2 83.4 .. 27.75 10.71 c. 32.7 82.2 

13.63 m. 27.26 133.2 .. 32 1 /4 13.7 c. 28 133 

,. little less 17.93 m. 31.55 207 .. 17.98 c. 31.24 205.8 

2"+ ,till less 22.56 m. 25.8 286.3 
I turn 

" 
22.6 c. 25.7 284.3 

2.5"+ still Jess 25.4 m. 12.6 335.8 
I turn 

" 
25.4 c. 12.4 332 

2 5"+ still less 26.72 m. 5.2 357.5 
3 I 

" 
26.8 c. 5.5 355.8 ---

3" + still less 27.94 m. 4.6 378.4 
3 I .. 28.7 c. 7.1 388 

.. still less 30.29 m. 8.41 418.6 
30.46 c. 6.13 418 

" 
still less 30.96 m. 2.21 430 

31.24 c. 2.56 4~1 

.. still less 32.70 m. 5.6 460 
33.00 c. 5.6 460 



Observations: 

Tuning was very sharp from line 27.66 to end. The arc in the primary was getting 
stronger and stronger. This probably because of lower frequency. The flaming of primary 
arc also because of this. For same reasons secondary arc was getting continually wealcer 
as the ball was elevated. 

m read measured data 
c read calculated data 
r read reduced data. 

From the sign• two primary turns were used in series as the vibration got too low and 
not enough primary capacity was available with one tum. This was thought preferable to 
tuning to harmonic. From the figures on the side of 25.66 line it will be seen that the ca
pacity with two turns was not exactly· one quarter of 8, that is 2 tan.ks, but less. This was 
probably due to the fact that the tanks are not exactly equal and more so because when 
two primaries are used in multiple as one single tum the self-induction is less than I / 4 
of that of two lllCOS in series. To reduce to same self-induction as with one turn the capa-

cities obtained with two turns should be multiplied by 
6

·
64 

6.64 

Colorado Springs 
Oct. 6, 1899 

Measurement of coefficient of self-induction and mutual induction. 

Secondary last form 17 turns of which total J 6 turns disposed on frame described 
before, one turn in every second groove, one groove near the primary free. 
Average of readings : p = 880 
Voltage across secondary E= 122.5 V, I= 13.8 amp. ; Res. R=2.804 ohms. From this 

E (£)2 

7 - 8.877; 7 - 78.8 

R1 - 1.86 

L --
1
-.../70.94-

8
·
4226 

H or 
I 880 880 

L, _ 8•422•600,000 - 9,571, 140 cm. -approx. 0.00957 H 
880 

For determining M the average of a number of readings was : 

Current in secondary 1= 15 amp., e.m.f. across two primary turns 11.2 V=E, 6>= 880. 

We have from this : 

••• 

M - _E -
11 

·
2 

- 0.000848484 H 
/6> 15 x 880 

M=848.~ cm. 

211 



Colorado Springs 

Oct, 7, 1899 

The secondary was again changed by displacing the 15th and 16th turn, the rest 
remaining as before: namely, 14 turns, a turn in each second groove and the 15th and 
16th turn each in every third groove and the top turn on porcelain insulators as before. 
This changed very little the constants of the circuit. 

The test was now made closed with the following results: 

Capacity in primary (one turn) Turns in regulating Capacity on terminal 
coil of secondary 

on ea{:h side 7 2/3 tanks = 
total = 0.14615 mfd. 6 none 

7 2/3 " 
7 Bill 38. l cm ca-

pacity at a distanc.e 
2 feet from a plate 
connected to earth 
terminal of secondary 

7 2/3 .. nearly same, just Ball 1 foot from 
a little more earth plate. 

7 2/3 ,, lO Ball 9" from 
earth plate. 

7 2/3 " 13 Ball 6" from 
earth plate. 

Tuning of extra coil to suit vibration of the secondary latest design, as specified 
on another sheet today. 

An attempt was made to get the vibration of the coil with ball elevated exactly as 
that of the secondary. To adjust the vibration the ball was elevated to various positions 
and soon the adjustment was reached. 

With an elevation of 2 feet lower than the highest point (35.66 feet from the ground) 
- that is 33.66 feet from the ground the maximum resonant rise on coil, as evidenced by 
the spade, was obtained with 7 2/3 tanks capacity on each side and 13 turns in the self
-induction coil. Lowering the ball just a trifle and making capacity on each side 8 tanks 
the resonant maximum rise in coil took place with I 0 turns in regulating coil. This was 
almost exactly the vibration of the secondary as previously ascertained. 

The two were now connected in series and discharges on a spark gap of something 
like 12 feet were obtained, although the W.T. was not strained to the utmost. When the 
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spark wire was taken off and ball with a rubber covered wire No. 10 specially prepared 
left alone, rubmcrs formed on top of ball, but little as the wind was blowing. The billl 
being disconnected and rubber wire alone left, the streamers were very fierce reactmg 
sometimes 16-18 feet. Best results were with 6 turns in coil in the last experiments. 

A more careful tuning of extra coil without ball, only rubber covered wire or cord 
No. 10 (which was refered to before), the tip of cable being brought out about 2 feet and 
inclined to horizontal about 45°. This wire to prevent streamers was specially made and 
was covered wi1h rubber. Composition Habirshaw, 40% pure Para. The tuning of the coil 
alone with the self-induction coil specially wound in series, gave : 

Capacity of primary 
8 tanks on each side 

Tums in self-ind. regulating coil 
6 1/2 

The coil used in series with the extra coil was one especially adjusted so as to give 
the same vibration to the system as when the extra coil was used alone and with ball on 
top at highest point. The coil bas 160 turns and is wound on a drum 2 feet in diam. with 
wire No. 10, same as used in the secondary and extra coil. 

Now the secondary with a ball on the end and elevated at a height of 2.66 feet from 
the ground gave also exactly, with 8 tanks in primary on each side and 6 l / 2 turns in 
regulating coil, maximum effect. When the two were connected in series the display was 
magnilicent, spades flying to the ground a distance of over 16 feet. Their curved paths 
stretched out would be certainly 24 feet long. This was not the maximum of the power 
of the apparatus as the spark in the primary could have been still lengthened without 
difficulty. 

Colorado Springs 
Oct. 8, 1899 

Experimental data in connection with tuning of extra coil and secondary as recorded 
yesterday. 

Capacity on each side 
in primary circuit 
8 tanks 

Tums in self-ind. 
Regulating coil 
6.5-7 

With ball 38.1 centim. on free end 
of secondary, the ball being 2.66 
feet from a grounded zinc plate, 
the both had exactly the same 
period. 

Now the length of wire in the secondary was 803 meters, namely 17 turns each of 
a diameter of 15 meters. 
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The total length of wire in the extra coil circuit was : the eittra coil itself S89 meters, 
namely 149 turns each of diameter of 1.9 meters plus special coil inserted in series : 307 me
ters, namely 160 turns each of diam. of 0.61 meter. Thjs special coil was used when the 

SEC Sl'ECIAl COil E~IRA COil 

COHHECI 10115 

ball on top was not employed as capacity and the coil was so adjusted that the vibration 
was the same without the ball as with the ball and without the special coil ; it being under
stood that the baU was at its highest position in such case. The total length of wire was 
therefore : 

secondary+ special coil+cittra coil = 803 + 307+889= 1999 meters 

one system one system 

with all connections the length was increased to 2030 meters (17 meters rubber wire on 
top; 13 meters lower connecting wire). 

Now capacity in primary was 4 tanks= 4 x 0.03816= 0.15264 mfd. 

Total self-ind. in primary 
circuit was approximately 

89,000 cm 
} 

56,400 cm one primary turn 
6600 cm approx. - all connections 

in primary circuit 
26,000 cm self-induct. coil 

As the self-ind. of the regulating coil was nther a little larger we may take total 

self-induction as 90,000 cm, or ~ H . Thjs would give 
105 

T - 21t lo 15264 ~- 21t - ' O 137376 - 6.28 x 0.37 ... 2.3236 
103 \,J · x 101 10s v · lOS ios and n - 43,000. 

. . 186 . ). . 
This would give a wave length approx. -=4.33 miles or-= 1.08 males= 5700 feet 

43 4 
while there is a little more wire. Probably self-induction and capacity or either of them 
in the primary have been slightly underrated or else the wire is not quite as long as cal
culated before. 
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Colorado Springs 
Oct. 9, 1899 

Today an other effort was made to ascertain more closely rate of iacrcase of capacity 
of a body with the height above the ground. The same adjustable sphere was used and to 
eliminate some influences which might cause errors the speciaJ coil, which was rewound 
with same wire as before and had now 404 turns, the wire being wound a trifle higher, 
was connected to the first tum of secondary of oscillator, that is the tum first from the 
ground. This gave a small initial e.m.f. and reduced the c1 rcr due to capacity very material\ y. 
(Here the distributed capacity is meant). Also, since the pressures developed were much 
smaller owing to small initial 
pressure on the special coil the •oJusTABLE B•LL u .1c "'· 

streamers did not appear and did 
not therefore complicate the ob

servations as in some previous 
cases. The plan of connections is 
clear from the diagram below. 
The object was spcciaJly to obtain 
a number of values which were 
as closely determined as possible 
and with the ball in positions 
entirely above the building. Only 
three values could be obtained 
owing to darkness setting in, but 
these seemed fairly close as the 
tuning was done over and over 
with same results. These were 
as follows : 

Height of ball Turns in 
above ground Reg. coil 

35.66 feet 22 

34.66 .. 19 

33.66 .. 16 
(trifle less) 

SECONDARY 
FIRST TUR 

Total self-ind. 
in primary 

reg. coil 

ADJUSTABLE 
GAi' 

Total capacity 
in pr. mfd. 

8 tanks 
connections 

79,200 l 
6600 142,200 cm. each side 

primary 56,400 0.15264 

129,400 cm. 0.15264 

118,600 cm. 0.15264 

Now since the capacity in the primary was the same the capacity in the secondary 
varied directly as the self-induction of the primary. The above figures show that from 
33.66 feet to 34.66 feet, that is an elevation of one foot, the increase was 9.1%, while for 
the next foot high.er it was nearly 9.9% on the average, say, 9.5%. At this rate the increase 
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of capacity of the elttVatcd sphere with the rise from the ground would be greater than 
before found. The absolute rate of increase can be approximately estimated from the 
period of vibration. As before found the special coil with 400 turns had a self-induction 
of 44,772,000 cm. Now, however, with 404 turns this would be increased about 1% so 

that the self-induction would now be 
44·~~::} 45,219,720 cm. But to this should 

still be added the self-induction of one turn of the secondary and wire leading to the 
ball and also tho wire leading from the bottom of the special coil to the first tum of the 
secondary. The total length of these three wires is 240 feet and this is about 12% of the 
total length of the wire in the special coil which is 2854 feet. But inasmuch as the one 
secondary turn was very close to the primary and inasmuch as tho other two wires were 
not coiled up, the self-induction of these wires was comparatively small, estimated a little 
over 200,000 cm so that the total self-induction was with fair approximation: 44,.SOO,OOO cm, 
or about 0,0445 henry (calculated). Now, with a ball of 38. l cm capacity the period of 
secondary would have to be: 

2 1t / 38. l 2 1t 86. 19 
T, - lOOO \' 9 x IO' 0.0445- 3 x IO' y 1695.45- JO' and 

n= 116,000. This would be ignoring the internal capacity of the coil itself and its effect 
in slowing down the vibration. Now this capacity can be approximately estimated as well 
as the absolute increase of the capacity of the sphere from the primary vibration. 

Taking the figures with the ball at a height of 33.66 feet from the ground, the pri
mary vibration was : 

T., _ 21t ~ 
0 15264 x 118,600 _ 26.7 or- 267 

P IOOO . 109 106 107 

This vibration is evidently slower than one of period T. and it will be easily seen that 

where C is the internal capacity of the coll. Assuming for the present this capacity as not 
being distributed along tho coil but in one place, we get 

C + 38.1-38. l x -- and C- -- - I x 38. 1 cm. 
( 

267 )2 [( 267 )2 ] 
86.19 86. 19 

Following this up we got for C value C= [(3.098)2-l] x 38.1= (1U97-l) X38.l= 
=I 0.597 x 38.1= 403.75 cm. 

This is not the actual capacity of Lhe coil but that ideal capacity by which the sphere should 
be increased to give the vibration of tho primary. 

We can now write 

T ' = 2 n - lo 0445 (403.75 + c) 
P JOl 'J · x 9 x 10s 

. . . . . . . . . . 1: 
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This capacity c is now the actual capacity of the sphere at an elevation above consi- · 
dcred, that is 33.66 feet. Namely, tho total capacity was that of the sphere at that eleY$Jion 
- that is c - plus the ideal capacity of the coil derived from the computation of the 
primary vibration. This latter capacity has been c:a11ed. C. The inductance of the special 
coil being as before found, 0.0445 henry, and there being resonance under the conditions 
of the experiment at the elevation. named Tr/, gives the value for the secondary period. 

Now at another elevation, say 34.66 feet, we shall have similarly 

r " _ 21t ~o 0445 407.75 + c' 
p 103 • x 9 x lO' .... . ...... . .. 2) 

where c' gives the value of the capacity of the sphere for the elevation of 34.66 feet. Com
puting I find, from experimental data above given 

T ,, - 2. 1t ~O 15264 129,400 - 2 TC ~ , 19 75 _ 27.9 - 279 
P 101 • x 109 106 v . I 06 or 107 

Now, from equation 1 and 2, we get : 

{1.045)2 - 403.75+c' 
403.75+c 

and from this: 1.092x {403.75+ c)-403.75=c', but c being 38.1 we find for c'=78.75 cm, 
which result shows that by lifting the ball from an elevation of 33.66 feet to 34. 66 feet or 
one foot higher the capacity has been increased from 38.1 to 78.75 cm, or nearly 106.7%. 
Similarly we find the increase from 34.66 to 35.66 feet by computing the primary vibrations 
at these elevations. By analpgy to the previous we have 

...I" 2 n ~ 142,200 . ,, 2 n / 129,400 'P - 101 0. 15264 
109 

and, since Tp ... 101 'V0. 15264 
109 

, 

we get 

r~· - /1422 - ..J i.099 
Tp 'J"i294 

Now the vibration which corresponded to the primary vibration Tp" in the special 

coil was ~~ ~0.0445x 40397~ ~;8·75 and the one which corresponded to Tp"' was 

where c" will stand for the capacity of the sphere at the altitude of 35.66 feet. 
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And now we have : 

r;· --- I 403. 1 s + c" 
T " =- v 1.099 - y 403. 7 5 + 78. 7 5 and from this 

p 

1.099 x (403.75+ 78.75)-403.75= c"= 126.51 cm. 

The value at one foot lower was, as before found 78.75 cm, therefore by lifting the 
sphere from 34.66 to 35.66 feet, the capacity was furtbet increased by 126.SJ- 78.75= 
= 47.76 cm, or about 125%. The value which would correspond to the mean would there
fore be about 116% per foot. The method followed contains still some possible errors. 
One of them lies in the assumption that the capacity of the sphere was 38.1 cm at the 
starting point. Also there may be an error in the estimation of self-induction of the turns 
of the regulating coil. 

Colorado Springs 

Resistances measured: 

Large extra coil 
J49 t . wire No. 10 
drum 75" 

with cord 
cord 

Coil alone 

Oct. 10, 1899 

3.7 ohms 
0.596 ohms 

3.104 ohms 

Coil used in series with extra coil. When ball was not used on top of latter : 

160 t . No. lO wire 
drum 2 feet 

with cord 
cord 

Coil alone 

l.65 
0.596 

1.054 ohms 

Resistance of coil used in determining influence of elevation on capacity : 

40Q ~turns No. 20 cord 
drum 25.25" 

Resistance of secondary latest: 

with cord 
cord 

Coil alone 

with cord 
cord 

Secondary alone 

218 

31.20 
0.596 

30.604 ohms 

3.36 ohms 
0.596 ohms 

2.764 ohms 



Colorado Springs 
Oct. 11, 18~ 

Photographs of streamers were taken late last night again and at an early hou.r this 
morning under the following conditions. 

First two plates exposed to ten Bashes, I /2 second duration each. These fts.sbes 
issued from the tip of rubber-<:avered cable or wire No. 10 which was on top of the eJCtra 
coil Tho tip was iJlclincd about 45° degrees to the vorticaJ and pointing downward. The 
fu.U front view was ta\(.en. A. cutious obstr\lation was made. One of tho large streamers, 
about 22 feet long, disappeared at that rength for a space of about a foot and continued 
agaiJl after that for a distance of about 2 feet, so that the total length of it was about 25 feet 
with a dark interval of one fooL Evidently, the curren.t passed fot a distance of a foot 
through air or dust par1icles which were better conducting and the path was of a greater 
SC(;tion in all probability. 'Pethaps the air on that spot might have been e\tctrified in such 
a way as to produce the phenomenon. 

The next experiment was made with an exposure of two plates to about forty flashes, 
the view being the same as before. 

After this two plates were exposed to but a single short Ila.sh about. one second, 
the view being stiU the same as before. Now a round sheet zinc dislc was fastened to the 
tip of the wire and two plates were again exposed, there being about twenty ftashes. Next, 
the coil was turned and a side view taken with about forty flashes, two plates being again 
exposed as in all previous cases, two cameras being used for the sake of safety. Upon this 
the zinc disk was taken off and a ball of 4" d iam. fasiened to the tip of the No. JO rub
bct~vcred wite. A. long e1.posure of about 50 ft.ashes was again ma.de. Tbe strcatners 
were as expected a little stronger from the ball then from the point as the brea.Jcjng out 
took place at a greater pressure. Two plates were used also in this instance. 

The next eJtperimcnt consisted of taking an impression on two plates of the secondary 
alone in resonating condition. The phenomenon was beautiful to an extraordinary degree. 
Not only did the top wire glow but from tbe under wire (turn next below) a steady sheet 
of streamers of very fino texture issued of an area which must have been many hundred 
square feet. The free end of the secondary had the ball of 38. L cm connected to it at a 
distance of 32" from the ground but owing to the large radius of curvature sparks did 
not leap from the ball to the grounded zinc plate below though the distance was small 
compatativc\y. During the experiments a short but thic'K stream issued from the free 
terminal of the extra coil which had its other end connected to the ground and was thus 
excited through the vibration of the secondary, having, as stated on a previous occasion, 
the same j)eriOd of vibration. The color of the light issuing from the secondary wires, 
particularly in the neighbourhood of the condensers, was remarkably blue, and should 
affect tflc plate strong{~, though the intensity was not great. The switch was throw11 in 
fifty times, the duration being about I /3 of one second, possibly l /2. 

The last experiment consisted of establishing the resonance of the extra coil and 
secondary in series connected and with the ball of 38. t centimeter on the free end of the 
extra coil, the ball being at its lowest position, 20.66 feet from the ground. The other ball 
of the same size remained as before, connected to the end of the secondary where it was 
joined to the lower end of the extra coi l. As there was great danger of inflaming the roof 
the power was somewhat reduced, but the display was wonderful in spite of this. This was 
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Experimental Laboratory, Colorado Springs in early phase of development 
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Conical secondary high frequency transformer and "extra coil" in action 
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the mort significant experiment showing streamers from the ball of 38.1 cm caPacity from 
which is evident the enormous tension, as well as the inconceivable rate at which the energy 
was delivered in the vibrating system. Forty flashes were made and aftenvard the back
ground was illuminated by the arc of the primary circuit to complete the picture. 

Colorado Springs 
Oct. 12, 1899 

Measurement of inductance of 404 turns coil used in dctcnnining influence of ele
vation. 

/= 57.125"= 145.1 cm diam. of drum 25.25"=64.14 cm. 

Area of one loop 3231 square cm. 

Calculated before for 400 tums when the wire was wound· first a little less tight, 
the value was : 

4TrN1S 
L - = 44, 772,000 cm. 

I 

After making corrections for I which upon more careful second measurement was 
found to be 46 7 /8" only, and talcing N- 404 the value was £ = 45,670,000 cm. The actual 
measurements gave the following data : 

/ = 4.28 E = 194 

and from this 

R .... 30.604 <.>= 880 
E 
~=45.327 
[ 

L - y'45.3272 - 30.6041 
_ 33.435 -O 03788 H 

880 880 . 

or L= 37,880,000 cm. 

The measured value should be smalle·r than the calculated but not so much. The internal 
capacity may be responsible but very likely the current was not quite exactly measured. 
Corrections to be taken after calibration. 

Colorado Springs 
Oct. 13, 1899 

Measurement of inductances of extra coil and secondary, latest design : 
Readings for extra coil : 

1- 5.9 £ = 119 R= 3. 104 <.> == 880 
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or 

E 119 . 
- - - -20.17, from this 
I S.9 

L - J20. I 7l - 3.1041 ~ 19.93 - 0 022648 H 
880 880 . 

L= 22.648,000 cm. 

Readings for secondary single wire; latest: 

1= 6.11 E=60 R=2.764 

E -~ - 8.8626 and 
I 6.11 

<.>= 880 

L - y8.86261 - 2.7641 - J70.9060 _ 8.42 _
0 0095682 

H 
880 880 880 . 

or £ = 9,568,200 cm. 

Colorado Springs 
Oct. 14, 1899 

Determination of the natural period of the secondary with and without capacity on 
free terminal, also of the extra coil and coil of 404 turns used in investigations before 
described. 

The tuning was effected in a manner later to be more fully dwelt upon, which secured 
closer readings than when exciting, as in some experiments before made, by the primary 
current or from a tum of the secondary of oscillator. 

The excitation was effected in these tests by connecting directly one of the terminals 
(the lower) of the coil to be tested to one of the terminals of the primary condensers (the 
one connected to the tank of W. Transformer). 

The res~ts of the test are given below: 

For secondary of oscillator : 

Capacity in primary circuit 
Total 

(8 x 36) -2 
2 

bottlcs= 0.126 mfd 

approx. 

Self-ind. in primary 
Tums of Reg. coil 

+ conn. 

JS+ conn. 

123 

Observation: 

No capacity on free 
terminal 



(S x 
36) - 2 

bottles = 0.126 mfd 
2 

(8 x 36) - 2 

2 
.. 

For e.xtra coil : 

(8 x 36) - 2 

2 

approx. 

" 

15 I /4+conn. 

19 I /4+ .. 

19 1/4+ " 

For coil 404 turns used in preceding investigations: 

(_6_x_3_6_)-_i bottles==-0.11342 mfd. 
2 

s+conn. 

Ball of 38. I cm diam . 

Structure to be 
described later of iron 
pipes with ball of 38.1 
cm. diam. at an 
elevation of 141 feet 
from ground approx. 

wjth above structure 
connected to free ter
minal. 

Tuning very sharp, no 
capacity on end. 

Remark: With excitation from secondary (first tum} obtained in a previous test of this coil: 

<_5_x_l_6)_-_l bottles= 0.094255 mfd. 
2 

- •. Colorado Springs 

17 1 /2+ 2 primary 
tums+ connect. 

Tuning was not 
quite sharp. 

Oct. 15, 1899 

Continuing the considerations made Oct. 9 on the influence of elevation upon the 
capacity and taking, instead of the calculated value of the self-induction of the coil used 
in the experiments, the value ascertained by experiment which, with corrections for one 
turn secondary and connectjng wires, may be put at 0.04 henry, we have, assuming now the 
coil to have a capacity entirely negligible : 

2 'It ,-- 38. I 
r. - 1000V o.04 x 9x 10'' 
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I,• 

as secondary period of the coil with ball or 

T - 0.8164 _ 81.64 
I JOS JOl 

N T 267 fi this ow P was--, rom 
107 

T, 81.64 6 J 38. 1 fi . . . anal . 
TP -267- 0.30 - 38. 1 + C rom prevrous ogy - and from this 

0 3062 38. 1 C 38.1 38 l 38. 1 x 0.90636 
38 

I 
9 68 . - or - - . ... - . x . - 368.8 

38. 1 + C 0.09364 O.Ol364 
Now 

, 2 7t J 368.8 + c ,, 2 rr / 368.8 + c' 
TP - 10, 0.04 x 9 x 10, and Tp = 103 V 0.04 x 

9 
x 

10
, 

" 279 . 
but T P - - and from this 

107 

TP' 267 0.04 x 9 x 10' 

V 
368.8+c 

TP" - 279 - O 
04 

368.8 + c' 
1.045 ..; 

279 
and from this 

267 
. x 9xIO' 

( l.045) 2 -
368

·8 + c' now c - 38. 1 
368.8 + c 

l.092 X(368.8+ 38.1)= 368.8+c' and 

c'= 368.8 x (l.092-1)+38. l x 1.092=75.53 cm. 

This value is but littJe smaller than that before found. From this result it would then 
appear that by lifting the sphere from 33.66 to 34.66 feet the capacity was increased from 
38.1 to 15.53 cm, or approximately 98.3%. a trifle less than before found. 

Colorado Springs 

Oct. 16, J 899 - .. 
Inductance of secondary modified by winding another wire No. 10 in multiple with 

the first. All other particulars remaining: 

Readings : / = 7.1 

1 S 

E- 60.5 

E 
- - 8.521 
I 

R= l.382 <->=880 
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or 

L - 8.4 l ~ 0.0095568 H 
880 

L =9,SS6,800 cm. 

This is closely agreeing with first measurement of a few days ago, the difference 
being only I / IO%. 

Co/()rado Springs 
Oct. 17, 1899 

Structure for capacity of extra coil, for investigation of earth vibradons chiefly. 

This structure was CTected on a pole 10" x 10'' square; taP.Cfing on top. Dry fir 
was used because of toughness and also resinous quality. Pipes of steel of diameters 7" , 
6", S", 4" , 3 I /2", 3" , and 2 l /2" were used. They were shoved one into the othCT and 
riveted, four rivets were used on each joint, the lap being 2'. 

The lengths of pipes were as follows: 
I 

7" diam. 23' 4" 
6'' .. 18' 2" 
S" ,, 18' 4 I /2" 
4" 15' 7 l /4" 
3 I /2" ,, 19' 3 l /4" 
3" .. 18' 4 3/4" 
2 I /2" .. 8' I /4" 

Nipples on top 7 3 /4" 

Total length of pipes 121 ' 9 3/4" 

riT.Jood pole 

Total from floor 

to ground 

Total height from 
ground to bottom 
of ball 

19' 3" 

141' 3/4" 

I ' 

142' 3/4" 

On the top was supported a ball 
of 30" diam. hollow wood covered 
with tin foil vr:rry smoothly and 
the joints indented so as to have 
no conducting points sticking out. 
The joints of the pipes, heads of 
rivets, etc. were all covered first 
with sheet rubber pure and then 
with tape, the latter being finally 
fastened with strong cord. The ball 
was sbellaced several times and 
fi.naJly covered with weatherproof 
rubber paint. The polo all along 
was also painted with the same 
paint. On the lowest end of 7" pipe 
a cap was screwed clearing the wood 
so as to make it more difficult for the 
streamCTs to get to the ground 
along the pole. 

• To prcvenl lat.era! play 8 champagne bottles set In beams were used. 
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Colorado Springs 
ea .. 18, 1899 

For special investigations particularly to prosecute further researches on the increase 
of capacity with elevation, a new coil is to be constructed as nearly as possible to exact 
dimensions which follow: 

diam. of core 14"=35.5 cm 
length of core 8 x 12" =243.84 cm. 

The coil is to be wound with cord No. 20, before used} in the coil of 404 turns on 
25.25" diam. drum. 

Allowance for thfokncss of insulation : 0.354 cm. 
This makes total diameter d=35.854 cm. 

or 

For approximate value of the surface of one loop we have then S= 1000 cm, sq. 
There should go on this length 689 turns and this would make 

47t 
L--NlS-24,490,000 cm. approx. 

I 

L=0.02449 henry. 

For the purposes contemplated this coil will be well adapted as the self-induction 
is large and owing to small diameter of the core and great thickness of insulation the 
capacity should be comparatively small. With this coil balls of 18" and 30" diam, are 
to be used: 

Exact diam. of core should be 14.0485"=35.6825 cm. for S = IOOO cm. sq. 

Colorado Springs 
Oct. 19, 1899 

Experimental coil before used in investigating propagation of waves through ground. 
This coil was rewound and presently following particulars are good . 

- - Outside diam. of corc=IO 3/8"=10.375"=26.3525 cm. Turns 550, No. 18 B. & S. 
14" 

wax covered, thickness of one insul --. length of core /= 40 7 /8" = 40.875" = 103.8225cm. 
1000 

We may neglect insulation as the core is not perfectly round and any irregularity 
diminishes the area and we get a larger value as a rule. Now, from above data, surface 

7t 
of one loop S=- d1=0.7854 x 26.35251= 545.241 cm. sq. This gives 

4 

L= 4/n N2 S= 12.5664 x 302,500 x 545.42 19,970,000 cm, approx. or 0.01997 H 
103.8225 
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This coil is now to be also used in investigations of the variation of capacity with 
variation of tfcigbt. With ball of 18" dic.m., the capacity of the ball assuming to be : {18"= 
= 18 x 254= 45.72 cm]-C= 22.86 cm, the period of the system, neglecting for the present 
the distributed capacity of the ooil, would be approximately: 

2 n J 22.86 o.447345 
T- tOJ V 0.01997 x 9 x 10' - 105 

or n - 223,540 per sec. approx. 
ln a test reson.anoc was obtained with 42 bottles on each side of the break, that lis 

21 bottles total or 0.0229 mfd capacity in the primary, which consisted of 6 turns of bcavJly 
covered wire No. 10. 

As it was inconvenien.t to measure the primary, L• was estimated to have a self
-induction of: 

[ 0.
447345 

-
2 

1t J 0.0223 ~1, LP- 22,435 cm. 
IO' 10' 

This is a convenient and good method but the period must be exactly ascertained. Tho 
distributed capacity can never be neglected. · -

Colorado Springs 
Oct. 20, 1899 

To asoertain the effect of internal capacity of the coil of 404 turns repeatedly referred 
to, which was used in the experiments on influence of elevation upon capacity of a con
ductor, the coH was tuned alone with only a short length of wire attached to it. Resonance 
with primary was obtained with 118 bottles on each side, one primary turn. For future 

RIGHT ( l'llOM SECONDAllY I LEFT 

Q • ••• .... Q 0 • 
11: 21 • . 

G THE f'l ACES MARKED • ARE GJ -· -r. "°' IN USE 
NUMBER OF BOTT LES IM 
EACH TA.MK IMOLCAIED BV w MUM BERS 5J 

reference tho tanks as used arc indicated in diagram.. The total capacity in primary was 

therefore ~ .... 59 bottles. Since one tank, that is 36 bottles, equals 0.03816 mfd the capacity 
2 

59 
was 

36
x 0.03816= 0.06254 mfd. 
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Now the self-induction in the primary was: primary one tum+conncctions~56,400+ 
+ 6600= 63,000 and with allowance for one half turn of self-induction coll, we may say 

~ ·-
approx. 

106 
henry. 

The pel'icd was 

T. _ 2n / 64 
0 06254

_ 8 x 2n _ 1
0 06254

_ 47t _ 12.5664 
P I o> V l 06 x . l 06 v . I 06 IO' 

) and from this 11= 79,600 per second. Tho secondary was vibrating in synchronism benoe 
2 n 

T,::s:Tp= 
1 
o> .../ 0.04 x C, whore C denotes capacity which could be associated with the 

coil, if it had no capacity of its own, and this capacity together with the self-induction of 

tho coil of 0.04 H as before found would give the period T,= 
4 

n = 
2 

n .../ O 04 C. From 
106 103 . 

tbis follows 
I 9x lOS 

C--mfd. or -90 cm. 
l 04 I 04 

This is the value experimentally found and more to be relied ;-pon than that deriwd 
in other ways. Talcing this value and adding to tho coil a sphere of radius 38.1 cm the 
total capacity of the system would be 90+ 38.1 = 128. l cm and now we should find the 
period of the system to be 

r' -2n Jo 04 128.1 - 4n '12iT- 4n x 3.58- 14.9958 
' 101 • x 9x 10' 3x l06 V u.oi 3x 106 10' 

15 
or - approx. - T~ or n - 66,666 per sec. 

106 
We can now find the capacity in primary required for resonance with secondary. 

The primary period will be T.P= 2 
n J !:'_ CP, where Cp is the capacity required in 

101 v 106 

. . . 2n V~ 4n 
primary. Now we have then T P= T,= Io> Io• Cp = 

3 
x l 06 x 3.58 (from above) and 

,~ 2 x 3.58 3.58 (3.58)
2 

v 10' cp- 3x 101 or VC. -12 or cp - 12 -0.096 mfd. 

. 0.03816 0.03816 
Since one bottle approximates mfd we would want 0 .096: 90.6 bottles 
- . 36 36 
total or, on each side of the break 2x90.6=181.2 bottles. This would suppose that the 
ball could have a capacity of 38.1 cm but this is physically impossible since it would have 
to be removed from all objects. In reality its capacity will be always much greater and the 
system will vibrate much slower as a rule. ln fact, the test showed that resonance was 
attained with the ball I 0-18 feet from the ground with all bottles in and in addition 5 l /2 
turns in the self-induction box. The tuning was naturally not sharp as the capacity was 
large and the maximum appeared to be with the ball 10-18 feet from the ground. To 
get sharper tuning a smaller ball of 18" diameter was used and now resonaoco was obtained 
with the ball 10 feet from the ground and all bottles in and no sclf·induction in the regu
lating coil. 
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ColortUkJ Springs 

Oct. 2 1, 1899 

To ascertain the value of connections in terms of turns of the regulating coil and 
for other purposes the coil before described, 404 turns with rubber wire attached, was 
tuned for three different values 

COi l IUllED of the regulating turns. The meth
od was one frequently used in 
New York and is illustrated in 
the plan shown. One end of the 
coil was connected to that end 
of condensers, or respectively to 
that end or terminal of transform
er which was grounded and the 
rise of potential of free terminal 
of tuned coil was observed by an 
adjustable spark gap. In this man
ner very close adjustments are 
easy. The rC$0oating condition 
indicated by the longest sparks 
in the adjustable gap was secured 
with the followina three values: 

I AOJUSrAeu; 

l. --- - - - _ j Sl'AJll( GN' 
I 

Capacity in the primary in 
bottles on each side 

total 
~ 

8 tanks less 2 bottles= 286= 0.15157 
7 less 2 ,, - 250= 0.13249 
6 .. 2 .. ...214- 0.11341 

EAAIH 

SHOAT COHNE CTION 

GAi' 

Turns in regu
lating coil 

16.5 
18= 1.i 
21 = 1.i 

The tuning was not 
quite as sharp in the 
first case, 

but it was very sharp in the last two experiments. Taking these and calling x the 
self-induction of the connections we would have in the case corresponding to L 1 of the 

regulating coil T= 
2 

n y0.13249(L1+x) and in the case corresponding to Li of the 
to> 

self-induction coil 
2n -~~~~~-

T--y'0.11341 (L2 + x). 
10) 

From this 0. 13249 (L 1 +x)=0.11341 (~+x) and 

0. 11341 f.i - 0. 132491.i 
x- ~~~--'"---~~~---

0.01908 

Now L1 and L2 should be ex.actly measured ; resonance method will probably suit 
the purpose best. This is to be more rigorous!y carried out. 

lo the experiments before described. for the purpose of ascertaining the influence 
of elevation on the capacity of a sphere, the latter was connected to the coil of 404 turns 
by means of a wire No. 10 heavily covered with rubber (3/8" wall). Evidently this wire 
affected the period of the system and to ascertain to what extent, the wire was pJaced in 
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the same position as when used in the experiments with the ball at its lowest position -
20.66 feet from the gTOund. The sphere was omitted but the streamers oiube ·end were 
prevented by sealing the end with wax, covering with tape and sticking the end of the wire 
into a glass bottle with very heavy walls. Resonance was attained with (6 x 36}-2 bottles 
on each side and 21 turns in the self-induction regulating coil. This was 214 bottles on 
each side or 107 total. In making the test the primary turn of the oscillator, usually con
necting the two coatings of the condensers on the bottom, was left off and the coatings 
joined by a short wire. The total self-induction in the primary circuit was therefore the 
21 turns or the regulating coil plus the connections, or from previous figures 100,800+ 
+6600= 107,400 cm. Now in the test of Oct. 9, with the ball connected to the cable, re
sonance was obtained with 4.66 tanks on each side or 4.66x36=168 bottles approx. 
The total self-induction was 21 .5 turns of regulating coil+ l turn primary + connections= 
= JOJ,200+56,400+6600= 166,200 cm, both values from calculated data. Had the self-

. 68 166,200 
-induction been the same we would have bad mstead of 1 bottles 260 bottles. 

107,400 
Thus with the sphere the capacity in the vibrating secondary system was increased by 

260 130 
the ratio - or - . 

214 107 

The period of the primary circuit fa the first case can now be ascertained. The capa-

city was 107 bottles = 
107 

x0.03816=0.11342 mfd. The self-induction as before stated 
36 

2~ ~~~~~~~ 

107,400 cm. or 0.0001074 H. The period therefore was 
1000 

v'0.0001074 x 0.11342. Now 

the secondary vibrated with the rubber wire attached, the same period whlcb was 

~ ..Jo.04 x C, designating by C the ideal capacity associated with the self-induction of 
1000 

0.000 I 074 x 0. 11342 
the coil. These two were equal and we have C mfd, or 

0.04 

10.74 x 0.11342 x 9 _ 30.45 x 9 _ 274 cm. 
0.04 

This was the capacity with the cable comprised. But before we have found the capacity of 
the coil alone, with no wire attached, 90 cm or nearly so. The addition of the rubber cable 
made therefore a considerable difference. It would not have been so hlgb had the streamers 
been entirely prevented but despite the wax and glass bottle there was a leak whlcb had 
the ume effect as if the capacity had been increased. Since by adding the ball the capacity 

was increased by the ratio 
216 

we have - calling now c the capacity of the sphere at 
214 

260 274+c 
the initial elevation of 20.66 feet -

214 
= 

274 
and from this 

274 x 46 
c - 58.88 cm. 

2 14 

This then would be, according to this estimate, the actual value of the capacity of 
the sphere at that elevation. 

232 



Colorado Springs 

Oct. 22. 1899 

One of the upper terminals of the condenser ( +) usually connected to the ground 
was joine4 to the lower end of the coil of 689 turns, the upper end remaining free. The 
ground was in this case omitted for the purpose of securing a higher initial excitation. The 
maximum rise was ascertained by an adjustable spark gap as shown. The rC$ults of the 
tests arc given in the table below: 

Capacity in primary Self-induct. of primary Spark length Observation 
circuit expressed by or exciting circuit on terminals relating 
the number of bottles Turns in reguL of the coil to spade 
used coil+conncctions 

(8 x 36) - 2 
l.l 25+connections 4 1/8 inch 

2 
-~park was 

(7 x 36) - 2 
2375+ 4 3/4 

continually 
2 

.. .. increasing 
and the excitation 

(6 x 36) - 2 
3.625+ 5 5/8 

was reduoed as 
2 

.. 
the capacity WU 

getting smaller 
(5x36) - 2 

4.75 + 5 3/4 
2 

.. .. 
(4x36) - 2 

6.25 + 5 1/8 reduced 
2 

.. .. 
(3 x 36)-2 

8.25 + 6 1/4 still moro 
2 

.. .. 
(2 x 36) - 2 

11.625+ 7 still more 
2 

.. .. 
(Ix 36)-2·-

22 + 9 st.ill more 
2 •• .. 
31 

24 appr. "2 + .. about s&mo 

The spark was getting longer bccausethccOicieocyofth.eexcitingcircuitwasincreas
ed, as the inductance of this circuit was increased and capacity diminished. There were 
smaller frictional losses and after ca.ch break the system vibrated longer and excited tho 
coil better. 
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The short stout wire was now substituted by each of the two primary turns sciparateJy 
and joined in mtlltiple with the results indicated below: · 

32 
13 I /4 turns+ I 

2 

32 

2 
14 +1 

32 
It- I 

2 
14 1/2 

" . 

primary +connections 

.. + .. 

.. + 

The primary used was the upper one. 

.. lower one. 

The tuning was very sharp in the first 
two cases, not quite so in the last 
instance. 

lo order to get useful data as to the self-induction of the conooctions and also of the 
various turns of the regulating coil which were most frequently used in the experiments. 
tests were made as follows. A coil still to be described. buiJt for a special purpose, was used 
(689 turns, drum 14" cliam., 8 feet long) and was excited from one terminal of the con
densers, as inclicatcd in the sketch below. The coil had a definite period which was ascertain
ed with all condensers in and the least possible self-induction; the condensers were taken 
out and more turns of the self-induction coil inserted until resonance was again attained. 
Since the perfod was in all instances the same the self-inductance of the circuit was thus 
varied inversely as the capacity. When all self-inductance or nearly so was taken out and 
only the connections remained by a simple ratio between the known capacities and a 
known inductance, the inductaooe of the connections was given, or else this quantity was 
ascertained from the known period which was maintained throughout the experiments 
(that of the coil before referred to). The lower ends of the condensers, usually joined by the 
primary, were connected by a short stout conductor of inappreciable resistance and in
ductance. 

The method used in the experiments recorded today for determining experimentally 
tho inductance of the connections is very convenient and secures good results. The coil 

- . ~-

SIOUJ SHOllT CONHtCTIOH 

REGlll. COIL 

SECOHOAAV 22. SOOY 

~ I ::.r~~RY I 

' 

' 
AOJUSTA8LE SPARK 0 /111' 

used in the experiments was one of very high self-induction to make the tuning very sharp 
and it was wound on a drum of relatively small diameter to reduce internal distributed 

234 



capacity. This likewise improves the sharpoess of the adjustment. It was ~)' to detect 
variations of one sixteenth of one tum of the regulatins primary coil. From the pr~ng 
data, calling I the inductance of one tum and /1 that of 22 turns, and C the capacity in 
the primary when 1.125 turns were used and C1 that when 22 turns were employed, we 
have, since the period was the same: 

(/x 1.12,.+conncctions) C=(l,+coonections) C1• 

Now it is not nccc3sary to determine C and C, since only tho ratio is needed and we may 
simply take the number of bottles in. each case. This gives : 

(Ix J.125 + conn.)x 143= (1, +conn.) x 17. 

Now in a previous instance I and / 1 were approxiO'\&tely: /==4800 cm, /1=al05,000 cm. 
Substituting those values we have: 

(5400+conn.) x 143= 17 x (10.5,000+coon.) 

d t. 
(17xl050-143x.54) x l00 

an ccnnec - -=----------'-
126 

from this the inductance of the connections would be= 8040 cm, 0""8000 cm. ap
prox. It would be desirable, however, to eliminate the turns of the coil and so estimate 
lhe inductance of the connections directly. 

<A>lora"" Springs 
Oct. 23, 1899 

Experiments to further ascertain the inftueooe of elevation upon capacity. 

Tho coil referred to on a previous occasion was firushed with exactly 689 turns on 
a drum of eight feet in length and 14" diam. The wire used was cord No. 20 as before 
stated so that the approximate estimate of self-induction and other particulars holds good. 
The coil was set up upright outside of the building at some distance to reduce any errors 
due to the influence of the woodwork. from the building extended a structure of dry 
pine to a height of about sixty feet from the ground. This framework supported, on a 
projecting crossbeam, a pulley (wood) with cord for pulling up a ball or other object to 
any desired height within the limits permitted and this beam also carried on its extreme 
end and-dose to the pulley a strong glass bottle within which was fastened a bare wire 
No. 10, which exteoted vertically downward to the top of the coil. The bottle was an ordi
nary Champagne bottle. from which the wine had been poured outl and the bottom bro
ken in. It was forced neclc downward into a hole bored into the beam and fastened besides 
with a cord. A tapering plug of hard wood was wedged into the neck and into this plug 
was fastened the wire. The bottle was finally filled with melted wax. 

The whole arrangement is illustrated in the sketch shown in which b is the bottle 
with wooden plug P supported on beam B also carrying pulley p, over which passes the 
cord for pulling up tho object. which in this case is shown as tho sphere C. The spheres 
usod were of wood and hollow and covered very smoothly with tin foil and a.ny points of 
the foil were pr~sstd in so as to be below the surface of the sphere. This is a necessary 
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prc:Clution to avoid possible losses by rueamers v.ben the sphere is c~gocd to a high 
potential. It is desirable to work with strong effects as the greater these are the better the 
vibration can be determined, but it is necessary to carefully avoid losses and errors owing 

1 1-------1 

to the formation of streamers. These have 
the effect of increasing the apparent capacity 
so much that a thin wire may often produce 
results comparable to those obtained with 
large capacitie~. The 5treamers, of course, 
cause frictional loss and thereby diminish the 
economy of the system and impair the qua-
lity of the results. They also cause a loss of 
pressure just as leaks in air on water pipes. 
Tbe ball to be tested or any other object was 
provided with two metallic bushings, on con
tacts cc, consisting of small split brass tubings 
which were in good conncction with the 
conducting surface and .also insured contact 

w 

ADJUSIAtlf SPAlllC GAi' 

s 

10 TANI( 
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with wire w which at the same time li!CfVed to guide the ball in its up and down moyement. 
To avoid losses the bushings did not project beyond the surface of the ball and for- the 
same reason the cord was not fastened to a hook but a hole was drilled into the ball, the 
cord with a knot on the end was slipped in and a wooden plug driven into the bole, so 
that nothing was sticlc:ing out capable of giving off streamers or causing lealcs into the 
air. In the first series of experiments a ball of 18" diameter was used. The ball was not 
perfectly round but the error due to a slight irregularicy of shape was very small. The 
plan of connections is shown in the sketch in which the same letters are used to designate 
the~ parts of apparatus as before. The excitation of the coil was effected by connecting 
the lower end to one of the terminals of the condenser - the one which was connected 
to that end of the secondary of the 60,000 volt transformer which was in connection with 
the tank. The tank, as described on a previous ooc:asion, was usually connected to the 
ground but in these first cxpcriDJC1Jts the ground connect.ion wa.s omitted to secure stronger 
excitation. From the terminals of the coil two thin and heavily insulated wires were led 
to an adjustable spark gap s which was manipulated until the maximum rise of potential 
on the coil was a.soertained. The two sets of condensers were joined by a stout short wire W 
of in.appreciable 5elf-induction and resistance and the inductance of the exciting circuit 
was varied by inserting more or fewer of the turns of the regulating coll R Tilto the circuit 
through which t.be condensers were periodically discharged. The wires leading from the 
coil to the adjustable spark gap s were, as before remarked, very thin, as short as it was 
practicable to make them and heavily insulated. By observing these precautions the error 
due to the capacity of these wires themselves was reduced to a minimum, also the loss 
owing to a possible formation of streamers. To reduce the capacity the wires were led far 
apart and then brought in line to the 'J)U:k gap. The lower wire, which was connected to 
a point of compantively low potential was of tittle consequence but on the top wire these 
precautions were imperative. The prcCX'dure was as follows : fust the pericd of the coil L 
and capacity attached to the f1cc terminal was ascertained by varying the capacity or 
self-induction, or both. of the primary or exciting cilcuit until resonance was rea.ched 
which was ev:dent from the maximum rise of potential. When the pericd had thus been 
determined with the capacity, say a sphere, in one position, the p6sition of the bcdy of 
capacity was varied by shifting it to another place along tho wire w and the adjustment 
of the primary circuit was again effected until resonance was rca.cbed, generally by simply 
varying the length of wire of the regulating coil included in the primary circuit. Now as 
the self-induction of the coil L remained the same through all experiments, the apparent 
capacity could be easily determined from the self-induction and tho known period of the 
primary or exciting circuit. By keeping the capacity in the primary circ:Wt the same or, 
eventually, flle self-induction, the prcoedme was simplified and the capacity in the system 
including coil L was then at once given by a simple ratio, as in some cases previously 
described. It was preferable to vary the self-induction as the change of this clement could 
be effected continuously and not step by step, as was the case with the capacity. 

The apparatus being arranged as stated, the lowest position oftbe ball of 18" diam., 
which was first used, was 9' 5" from center of ball to ground and the highest 58' 9". 

To asocrtain the pericd of the system L the vertical wire was first disconnected and 
onJy the spark wires left on, then the vertical wire was connected and the pcricd again 
determined by adjusting the primary cilcuit, then the ball was placed in its lowest position 
and finally readings were taken with the ball at various heights up to the maximum ele
vation. The results condensed were as follows : 
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Coil L alone only with spark wires, no vertical wire : 

Capacity total in 
primary circuit 

142 
-=71 bottles 
2 

Total primary self
-induction turns of 
regulating coil+conn. 

9 7 /8 tums+ coonectioos 

Coil witlr vertical wire and spark wires : 

142 
-= 71 bottles 2 . 18 3/8 tums+connect.. 

Coil with ball, 11utlcal wire and spark wires : 

142 
-=71 bottles 

2 

.. .. 

.. .. 

19 1/2 tums+conn. 

20 3/8 .. + .. 
21 1/4 + .. 

Height of baU 
from center 
to ground 

no ball, no 
wire 

no ball 

9 feet S''. 

33' 

58' 

9" 

9" 

·Analyzing 
spark at s 

3 3/4" 

3 l /4" 

4" 

4 3/8" 

4 1 /8" 

Owing to the construction of the ·coil L which, as before stated, aimed at sharp 
. 1 

tuning it was easy to detect a variation of l6 of one turn of the regulating primary coil R. 

It was desirable to take some readings with all the bottles in and the results were 
nearly the same and could still be read off with fair exactness. although the variation on the 
regulating coil R was reduced to one half, the capacity in the primary being just double 
that used in the experiments the results of which were just given. 

The readings with all the condensers were as follows : 

Capacity in primary 
total 

- - ~· 

286 bottles 

.. 

.. 

Total self-induction in 
primary turns of reg. 
coil +connections 

10 1 /8 + conn. 

10 9/16+ •• 

ll + .. 

Note t" above experiments: 

Height of ball 
from center 
to ground 

9' S" 

33' 9" 

58' 9" 

Spark on 
terminals 
of L 

4 1 /4" 

4 1 /2" 

4 3/4" 

The vibration of the coil L with vertical wire and spark wires was found to be in 
resonance with the primary in another series of observations with 

142 bottles 18 3/4 tums+cooncctions 
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whereas befare it was found to be so with 18 3/8 turns. When the diff~nt vaJoe.18 3/4 
turns was observed the wind was blowing hard and it w.ouJd seem as if this would· have 
bad the effect of increasing the apparent capacity of the aerial vertical conductor. This 
is to be followed up. 

The experiments seemed to demonstrate clearly that the augmentation of the capa
city u the ball was elevated was in a simple proportion to the height. for at the middle 
position the value found was very nearly the arithmetic mean of the values in the extreme 
positiom. 

Colorado Springs 
Oct. 24, 1899 

Tests continued on the effect of elevation upon the capacity of a boc!y connected 
to earth. · 

The same coil was used as in the tests just before recorded, but the ball of 18" diam. 
was substituted for by one of 30" diam. 

These rc:adiogs were in all probability closer as an improvement in the procedure 
was made. 

The results were as follows: 

First set of readings. 

Capacity in primuy 
circuit 

Self-inductanoe of primary: 
Turns of reg. coil+ 
connections 

Bottles total 

(8x 36) - 2 

2 

mfd. 

143= 0.1287 

(8 )( 36)-:.. 2 ~- 143= 0.1287 
2 

(8 )( 36)- 2 

2 
143= 0.1287 

10 3/8+connections 

10 3/4+ .. 

II 1/8+ " 

Height of ball 
above ground 
from oenter 

9' 11" 

34' 3" 

58' 6" 

Analyzing 
Spark: OD 

terminals of 
excited coil 

4 1/2" 

4 3/4" 

5 l /8" 

Second set of readings. Capacity reduced in primary to get greater variation on 
regul. coil. 

(4x36} - 2 

2 
71=0.0639 19 3/4+ .. 9' 11" 4 3/8" 
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-

\ ~ 

(4 x 36) - 2 
- - -= 71 = 0.0639 

2 

(4x36) - 2 

2 
71 = 0.0639 

20 3/8+ 

21 + 

" 
34' 3" s l / 4" 

58' 6" 5 3/8" 

Note: After these readings had been taken it was found that the ball sliding on the 
vertical wire did not make a good contact. This might have modified the results slightly. 

Colorado Springs 
Oct. 25, 1899 

Experiments on influence of elevation upon capacity ot conductor connected to 
earth continued: 

This time simply a wire No. 10 extending vertically in the continuation of the axis 
of the coil was used. The coil was the same as before, 689 turns No. 20 cord on drum of 
14" diameter. 36 feet of wire were first taken and after each reading 3 feet were cut off. 
Each time resonance with the primary was attained a.nd the constants of the primary 
circuit noted. this giving the necessary data for the determination of the capacity of the 
vertical wire. The results arc indicated below: 

Capacity in the Self-inductance of primary Length of An.alyrin,g 
primary circuit total Tums of reg. coil+ conncct. vertical wire spark on 

Bottles mfd. in feet terminals of 
excited coil 

(4 x 36) 

2 
71 0.0639 17 +connect. 36 I /8'' 

16 3/8 + .. 33 .. 
.. 15 3/4 + .. 30 .. 

.. .. 15 I /4 + .. 27 l / J 6" 

.. .. 14 3/4 + .. 24 .. 

.. .. 14 1/4 + 21 .. 

.. .. 13 3/4 + .. 18 

.. 13 1/4 + 15 .. 

.. 12 3/4 + .. 12 13/ 16" 

.. 12 1 /4 + .. 9 9 / 16" 

These readings are approximate. 
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Colorado Springs 
Oct. 26, 1899-

Measurement of inductance of 689 tum coil used in invatigations on in.8uenco of 
elevation upon the capacity of a cond11ctol'. 

Readings were as follows: 

Volts av. 

118 

Current 

3.315 880 

{ ~f-1267.36 

R1 -800.89 

Res. 

28.304 

( ~r-R1- 466.47 Large dynamomeur close 

L1 _ (fr-~ _ 0.00057654 
(,)1 

w2=774.400 

From this L - 0.024 henry 

or= 24,000,000 cm. 

This is a value slightly smaller than that calculated before. Readings were also taken 
with small dyoamometer. This slightly damaged. The readings are to bo revised upon 
restandardizing. 

Volts av. 

69.25 

Current av. 

2.045 

E 
--33.863 
I 

880 

(~f-1146.7 
R2-800.89 

c.>2 - 774,400 

(E)1 
R2 

L2- I -0.0004466 
c.>2 

From this L= 0.0211 henry 

or 21,100,000 cm. 

Note: This value is decidedly too low owing to dynamometer indicating too large 
a current. Possibly during the test c.> had changed. 
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Colorado Springs 
Oct ... 21, 1899 

Test of condensers some of which were recently refilled.. The corrections for capacity 
to be applied to the work of about two weeks ago. 

Readings with 7 cells battery showed for Me Ira// 

Microfarui Standa1 d 

For set of condensers all in multiple 
on left side from door 

For set of condensers all in multiple 
on right sjde from door 

For all condensers in multiplo 

Deft. 101 l 
101 average 101° 
101 

51 I 51 
51 

average 51° 

53 I 53 
53 

average 53° 

1041 104 average 104" 
104 

The difference between the two sets is probably due to different heights of solution 
in the tanks or bottles. In these measurements there were two bottles less on each side 
in the central tanks. 

Taking the above data. the total number of bottles when all were in quantity was 
(t 6 x 36)-4= 576-4= 572 bottles. 

The capacity was 
1
04 x 0.5=0.515 md approx. This would give 

101 

for one bottle an average : O.~ mfd or 810 cm 

.. two 
" .. 0.0018 .. 1620 ,, These are 

,, three 
" " 

0.0027 2430 ,, frequently 

.. 12 " .. 0.0108 .. 9720 .. needed 
for 36 bottles o r one tank 0.0324 .. 29,160 .. 
.. 18 .. half of one tank 0.0162 .. 14,580 .. 

Note: Small mica condensers with fibre coven made for resonating circuits have 
a little less than l / 20 mfd each; two were measured. 
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Colortllk> Springs 
Oct. 28, 189~--

Referring to the preceding results the period of the excited system without the vcrtic:al 
wire was as follows: 

Capacity in primary 71 bottles=0.0639 mfd. 

Self-induction of primary connections plus 9 7 /8 first 
turns of the regulating coil measured: 32,700 cm. I 2 n: ..J 32,700 

Ta = 101 0.0639 x IO' 

With the vertical wire the period corresponding to that of the excited system was 
T2, which C$timated is: 

Capacity in primary as before 0.0639 mfd. 

I T - ln: /0 0639 65•000 Self-ind. in primary conn.+18 3/8 turns measured : 
65,000 cm. 

2 J()l v . x 10' 

Now calling C the capacity of the excited system with only the sparr wires, L the 
self-induction of the excited coil. before found to be L = 0.024 ff, we have1or the period 
of the excited system: 

2 n: 
T11 - J()l y0.024 x C, C being in mfd. Now T11 - T1 or 

0.024 x C- 0.0639 x 
327 

and c- 327 
x 

0
·
0639 

mfd or 
107 107 x 0.024 

C 9 x 10' x 327 x 0.0639 0.5771x327 78 36 c - - cm.- . cm-
107 x 0.024 2.4 

Calling presently C1, the capacity of the excited system when the vertical wire was 
attached, we have by similar reasoning from 

2n: · 2n: J 65,ooo 
T12 - I()> ~0.024 x C1 - T2 - I()> 'J 0.0639 x IO' 

n.. 65 0.0639 ..... c 9 x JO' x 65 0.0639 1•• '' ..,1 ... ·-x m1u, or 1- x cm- .,.,. cm. 
10' 0.024 10' 0.024 

The capacity of the wire alone would from these results be 

C1-C=l55.76-78.36=77.At ca. 

Calculated approximately we have the following data for the wire : diam. of wire 
No. 10=0.2588 cm., r = 0.1294 un. 

1= 50 feet approx.=50 X J2 x2.S4=1524 cm . 
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From this: _!__= 11,777.4 and capacity of wire 
r 

I 1524 , ___ = --= 81.S cm. 
21 I 18.7 ·· -

og. -
r 

The calculated value is a little larger but not much, well within the errors of the 
adjustment and determination of the quantities by experiment. 

Continuing we sec that when the ball was at its lowest position the period of the 
primary was as follo',~S: 

Capacity in primary as before 0.0639 } 
Inductance: connections+l9 1/2 turns T 2n /

63 
68} 

683 pl- IOl VO.O 9 x IO' 
measured 68,300 cm or - H . 

107 

Similarly, when the ball was at its highest position, we have: 

Capacity in primary circuit as before 0.0639 } . ..:. 
lnductance: connections+2l I /4 turns which, 2 n ., 761 

76l TPh - 103 \ 0.0639 x IO' 
measured, were found : 76,100 cm, or -

7 
H 

IO 

Now calling C' the total capacity of the excited system when tho baJI was lowest, 
we have the period of the excited system: · 

or C in cm - 9 x 10' x 0.0639 x 683 = 163.66cm - C'. 
0.024 x I07 

The ball at the lowest position effectively contributed only 

C'-C1=163.66-155.76=7.90 CID 

but this low value was probably due to the fact that the vertical wire extended 
above. 

Calculating similarly the value of C", that is the capacity of the excited system when 
the ball was highest : 

T111 - in y 0.024 x C" C" - 0·
0639 

'l( 
761 

- in cm.= 182.36 cm. 
101 101 x 0.024 

Now C"-C'= l82.36-163.66=18..70cm gives the actual value for the ball on top. 
This is an increase of nearly 137"/o for 49' 4" or about 2.76% pet" foot. 
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Colorado Springs 
Oct. 29, 189~ ·-

Experiments with coil 689 turns on drum 14" diam. were aga.in continued to further 
study the infh1ence of elevation upon capacity. 

The same arrangement was used which was described on a previous occasion with 
vertical wire and ball 30" d iam. The excitation of the coil was effected by connecting it 
to one of the terminals of the cond•;nsers, that which was joined to the terminal of the 
Westinghouse Transformer which w:u in connection with the tank - but the connection 
of the latter to the ground was not made directly but through a spark gap 1/8" long. 

The spark wires lea.ding to the spark gap, serving to observe resonant rise, were 
No. 26 guttapercha coated and each about 25 feet long: It was really only the upper wire 
leading from the free terminal which was of importance to consider. The vibration of the 
coil was first ascertained, nothing except the spark wires being attached. Next a sphere 
of 30'' diam., the tin foil of which was cut through with a sharp knife to prevent formation 
of eddy currents, was connected to the top of the coil and the vibration agaiq determined.. 
Then the vertical wire was put on and the sphere taken off. After detcrmi~ng the vibra
tion with the vertical wire the sphere was slipped on the same and readings taken with 
the sphere at different heights. The results were as follows: 

Coil with spark wires alone. 

Capacity in primary 
Bottles total mfd 

C4 x l6) - 2 71 = 0.0639 
2 

Self-inductance of 
primary 
Tums of 
reg. coil+conn. 

10 l/2+ conn. 

Coil with ball of 30" diam. and spark wires. 

Capacity in primary circuit 
Bottles total mfd 

(4 x 36J - 2 
71=0.0639 

2 

Self-inductance of 
primary. Turns in 
reg. coil +connections 

t3+ conn. 

Coil with vertical wire No. IO, fifty feel and spark wires. 

(4 x 36) - 2 
2 = 71=0.0639 19 3/4+ conn. 
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Analyzing 
spark on 
terminals of 
excited coil 

3" 

Analyzing 
spark on 
terminals of 

excited coil 

3 1 /2" 

3 7 /8" 
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Readings with ball of 30" mam., vertir.al .,.,ire ilnJ spark wiru ~cted to c~il. 

Capacity in primary circuit Self-inductance of Height of baJI AnaJ}iiing 
Bottles total mfd primary. Tums in from center spark OD 

reg. coil + conn. to ground terminals of 
excited ooil 

(4 x 36) - 2 
= 71 = O.C)639 

2 
20 3/4+conn. 9' 11" 4 3 /8" 

(4 )( 36) - 2 
= 71 = 0.0639 21 3/8+ conn. 32' 8" 4 3/8" 

2 

(4 )( 36) - 2 

2 
= 71 = 0.0639 22 + conn. SS' 1'' 4 3/8" 

Readings continued with primary capacity modified. 

(8 )( 36) - 2 

2 
= 143= 0.1287 II S/8+ conn. 10' 3" l /4" 

(8 x 36)- 2 

2 
= 143= 0.1287 12 I /4+ conn. 33' 3" 1" 

(8 x 36) - 2 

2 
= 143=0.1287 12 7 /8+ conn. SS' 9" 1 l /2" 

The capacity in primary was now still further reduced. 

The readings were as follows: 

Capacity in primary Inductance in Height of ball Analyzing 
Bottles total mfd primary. Turns in above ground spark on 

reg. coil+conn. from center terminals of 
excited coil 

(S x 36) - 2 
= 89 = 0.0809 

2 
16 l /2+ conn. 10' 3" 4" 

(S x 36) - 2 
-=89= 0.0809 

2 
17 3/8+conn. 33' 3" 4 l /4" 

(S x 36) - 2 
89= 0.0809 18 l /4+ conn. SS' 9" 4 3/8" 

2 

In these eJCpcriments the excitation of the coil was varied by adjusting the small 
spark gap separating one terminal of the Westinghouse transformer from the ground. 
The tuning was not very sharp as the ball was large and the magnifying factor of the coil 
rather small. Taking n approx. 60,000 we have p = 360,000 approx., R - 28.3, L= 0.024 we 

pL 36x IO' x 0.024 
have for - value 300 approx. Not so smaU wr all. 

R 28.3 
It was desirable to take some readings with the self-induction in the primary remain

ing the same, the capacity only being varied. 
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Following results were obtained: 

Primary capacity Primary se.lf-induc- Height of ball Analyzing spark 
Bottles total mfd tion. Tums in from center on terminals of 

reg. coil. +conn. to ground excited coil 

133 
l=66.S= O.OS98S 22+conn. 10' 3" 4 3/8" 

137 
- = 68.S= 0.06165 

2 
22-t-conn. 33' 3" 4 3/8" 

142 
-=71 

2 
-=0.0639 22+conn. SS' 9'' 4 3/8" 

These data arc to be worked ouL 

Colorado Sprbigs 
Oct. 30, 1899 

Measurenwrt of lnduCJanus 

The primary of the oscillator, regulating coil and connections to spark gaps and 
condensers as generally used were joined in series, the gaps and condensers being bridged 
by short pieces of wiro No. 2 of inappreciable resistance. The object was to determine again: 
the inductance of the primary turns of the oscillator, of the regulating coil for the various 
turns as employed and also of the connections. The two primary turns were joined in 
series and readings wen across both to get better values. 

The ~ator, a ISOOlight machine smooth armature Westinghouse type, was spe
cially run, tho speed being lcept constant. The frequency was determined as before by taking 
the speed of synchronous motor running without any load and with strong excitation of 
field. There was no slip under these conditions as frequently ascertained. 

The avorago speed was very closely 2070 per minute on a motor which was a 4-pole, 
this giving 8~80_cyclos per minute or 138 per second. From which (&)= 867. 

The connections as used 

The connections were all left 
exactly as used generally with the 
exception that, as before stated. 
the gaps and condensers weTe 

bridged by short pieces of wire 
No. 2 

a.re shown in diagra.m below: 

TWO 
l'ltlM
AltY 
lUllNS 
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Readings for: two primary !Urn.s, regulating coil 23.S turns and all coMection.s in ser~s: 

E I (I) R This gave an average o~ 
14.7 S3.00 867 E I (I) R 
14.8 S3.22 .. 
IS. I 54.00 14.925 SJ.SSS 867 
IS.I 54.00 .. 

Readings for two primary turns in series: 

E I c.> R} 
This gave average values : 

I0.4S S2. I 867 E I (A) R 
I0.3S S2. l .. 10.4 Sl.1 867 
10.40 52.l .. 

Readings were also talcen across each one of the primary turns, the e.m.f. of course 
being exactly one half but the e.m.f. across the upper turn was slightly greater, probably 
because of the greater distance from the ground, possibly beca\!Sfl QI" being nearer to the 
open secondary. 

Readings for regulating coil 23.S turns and co11Mctlon.s of break and con.tknnr1 
together in series : 

E 
4.1 
4.1 
4.1 

I 
S2.1 
52.1 
52.1 

(&) 

867 .. .. 
E 
4.1 

This gives average values: 
I w R 
Sl.1 867 

Readings for replating coll alone for ~ar/ous turns: 

E 

7.85 
- 2-=3.925 

.6.3 . 
-

2
-=3.15 

4.8 
--=2.4 

2 

3.3 
-=l.65 

2 

2 
-=I 
2 

o.s 

I 

52.1 

52.1 

52.S 

53.00 

S3.00 

53.00 

867 

867 

867 

867 

867 

867 

Number of turns 
across wbjch 
e.m.f. read 

23.5 

19.S 

15.S 

11.S 

1.S 

3.S 
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To get be:tcr readings for the 5eparate turns of the regulating ooil the voltage. was . 
ta.ken again as first across the whole: 2 primary turns. connections and regulating coil 
all in series and the turns of the latter were then varied, readings being taken for each 
case. The results are indicated below: 

E I 
Number of turns of the 

Resistance 

regul. coil included in 
total of 
circuit 

the circuit 
included 

11.55 55.8 0..5 ~1 

11.675 55.8 2.S .. 
11.90 SS.8 4 .S .. 
12.15 55.3 6.5 " 12.45 55.3 8.5 .. 
12.80 55.3 10.5 ,. 
13.20 54.9 12.5 " 
13.SO+a little 54.9 14.5 .. 
13.90 54.9 16.5 

" 14.25 54.4 18.5 .. 
14.liO+a little 54.4 20.S .. 
14.15 51.l 22.S .. 
14.30 SI.I 23.5 " 

To facilitate estimation of the inductance of the various turns the readings were 
reduced to tho same value of current and a rc as follows : 

11.55 55.8 0.5 867 
11.675 55.8 2.5 .. 
11.90 55.8 4 .5 " 
12.26 55.8 6.5 .. 
12.562 55.8 8.5 .. 
12.915 55.8 10.5 .. 
13.416 55.8 12.5 .. 
13.721 •. 55.8 14.5 .. 
14.128 55.8 16.5 .. 
14.617 SS.8 18.5 " 
14.976 55.8 20.5 .. 
15.452 55.8 22.5 .. 
15.616 55.8 23.5 .. 
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Colorado Springs 
Oct. 31, 1899 

Measurement of inductances: New coil for further investigating effect of altitude 
upon capacity of body connected to earth. 

The drum of 14" diam. and 8 feet long was again used, the cord No. 20 being taken 
off and wire No. 10 rubber- covered used instead. Most of the data from before remained, 
only the number of turns was reduced from 689 to 346. 

The readings of e.m.f., current and frequency were as follows: 

E I w 
85 15.635 880 
84.75 15.6 ,, 
82.5 15.3 ,, 

Average values: 

84.38 15.512 880 

This gives: ~ · 5.44 ( ~r=29.5936 

R 
coil with cord 

cord 

coil alone 

1.752 
0.596 

1.156 ohm. 

R 2= 1.3364 

w2=774,400 

(!_)2 
- R2 

L2=-I _ _ _ 
(1)2 

29.5936 - 1.3364 

774,400 

28.2572 
- - - henry= 0.00003649 

774,400 

or L = y0.00003649 = 0.00604 H or £=6,040,000 cm. 

Now for calculating with reference to note Oct. 18 we have the following data: 

diam. of core 14" =35.5 cm 

length of core 96" =243.84 cm= / 
S= 1000 sq. cm. 
N=346 
N2= 119,716 

L= 41t N 2 S= 12.5664x 119,716,000 
I 243.84 

From this £=6,169,600 cm 
or 0.00617 henry approx. 
This is nearly 2% greater than 
measured value - fairly close. 
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Colorado Springs Notes 
Nov. 1-30, 1899 

Want of time compelled omission of following items partly worked out : 

Nov. 27, 28 Correctod and completed results of experiments of 

Nov. 3 { :~i:i:;r t!~ferent} , 19 and 2 l 

Nov. 29, 30 a} Extra coils in series exciting one another, I complete 
b) Methods of tuning by telephone. description 
c) Exciting rcociving circuit through small sensitive arc 

Patent matter worked on Nov. 1- 30: 

Exclusion of messages in telegraphy: 

a} Two or more synchronized receiving circuits I t t .__ 
II

. . tex o UQ 
contro tng receiver t ed 

b) Key or safety combination comp et · 
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Colorado SpringJ 
Nov. I, 1899 

Measurement of inductance of new extra coiJ built chiefly for investigating propagation 
of waves through the ground and similar objects. Also to investigate further the behaviour 
of strong streamers. 

The frame was made of light notched woodwork fastened to three strong wooden 
rings . .Provision was made for 106 turns. The rings were 8 feet in diam. and talcing further 
I I /2" on each side for the crosspieces the total diameter of coil inside was 8'3". The 
length was 8 feet less 1 I /2" on top and I /2" on bottom making total length of coil 7 feet 

· lO''. The data are as follows: 

Length of coil 7' 10"= 94"= 238.76 cm= /; diam 8' 3"= 99" =251.46 cm=d 

Tums wire No.10 106= N (really 105 turns wound+ one tum loose) 

TC d2 

Area S=-=49,662.52 cm.sq. from these data we have 
4 

L- 4 n_ N 1 s- 12.5664 x 11,236 x 49,662.52 _ 208 x 12.5664 x 11 ,236 
' 238.76 

-141,196 x 208 

L= 29,368,768 cm, or 0.029369 H approx. 

Now the readings were : 

E I (I) 

110 6.05 880 

110 6.05 880 

110 6.05 880 

This gives L1 
323.483 

- 1.14,400 

R 

Coil with cord 3.26 

cord 0.596 

Coil alone 2.664 

0.000417721 

Calculated 

(~)-18. 1818 (~r- 330. 58 
R 2 -7.097 

( ~r-R2 - 323.483 

w1
- 774,400 

L = V0.000417721=0.02041 Hor 20,420,000 cm. 

Measurement shows a value much lower but this was to be expected as the turns arc large 
also 1 /2" apart. However this measurement is to be made again to be sure of the re<iult. 
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Colorado Springs 

Nov: ~·- f899 
I 

I 

Readings were again taken today to ascertain the value found yesterday for induc-
tance of new extra coil. The results were as follows: 

E 
194 

I 
10.7 

(&) 

887 
R } average of three 
2.664 readings very closely agreeing. 

I 
' 

( ~) - 18. 13 ( ~) l - 328.6969 

Rl- 7.0969 

( ~r-R1 -=32 1.60 

L - .J3lli ... 17.933 , 
887 887 

L = 0.0202176 henry or 20,217,600 cm. 

This is a value a little smaller than the ono found yesterday but it is within the limjts of 
variation of <U. 

Note: When the tu.ms are far apart the ordinary formulas for calculating do not 
apply, and the measured value is the more inferior to the calculated value the greater 
the turns and the farther apart they are. When very far apart it is better to calculate induc
tance of one tu.rn and multiply or, if they are not all alike, to calculate then &eparately 
and add up, making some allowance for mutual induction. 

Secondary last form, two wires No. 10 in multiple 17 turns on frame described on 
another occasion. To test the values before found for inductance and mutual in
duction coefficient readings were again taken today. For secondary inductance: 

-E.-. 
138 
138 
136 
134.5 

I 

16.5} 
16.5 

16.3} 
16.2 

From above: 

(&) 

887 

875 

E 
--8.364 
I 

R 

1.382 } The . first two readings 
were in all probability 
the best and they arc 
ta.ken. 

( ~r-69.9565 l ( ~r-R1- 68.0465 
R2 - J.91 c..>=887 
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.../64.0465 8.003 
l-

887 
-

887 
- 0.009023 ff or 9,023,000 cm. 

This is smaller than before found because the tum before last was wound a little 
higheT up as at first sparks would break through. It is to be measured once more however. 

Readings for Mutual Induction Coefficient. 

Twe ,n__, tw. .. .mes: 
Current through primary 

two turns in serks 

I 

45.4 
45.4 
45.4 

Volts on secondary 

E 

34 
34 
34 

34 x 10' 
From this E= Mc.ll, M- -~1,021 cm. 

880x 45.4 

Readings with current through the secondaiy gave : 

Current through secondary 

17.8 
17.8 

Volts on primary 
two turns series 

13.4 
13.4 

13.4 x 10' 
From later readings M l ?.

8 
x 

872 
863,313 cm. 

880 
.. .. 

872} over .. 

This is a little luger probably due to variation of c,,. Readings were now taken for 
each of the primary turns separate with the following results: 

Upper primary turn, nearer to secondary: 

Current through sccondary 

17.9 

E.m.f. OD primary 

6.9 

From this- M...._,..- 6
·
9 

x JO' -.f42,0S9 cm. 
17.9 x 872 

Current through primary 

30.l 

E.m.f. on secondary 

l l.8 

M - l 1.8 x IO' - 445,484 cm. 
uppu. IW• 30.1 X 880 

872 average three 
readings 

880 average three 
readings 

The d.iffcrcoc:c again in all probability to be ascribed to variation of c..>. 
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Low« primary tan. Readings were as follows : 

Current through primary E.m.f. secondary 

30.1 11.l 

Current through secondary 

17.9 

E.m.f. primary 

6.4 

880 average tbcee 
readings 

880 average tbcee 
readings 

From first set readings : 

11.l x l09 

From second set readings: 

M,0 .,., pr. - - 419,060 cm. 
M 6.4 

pr. 10- - =- 406,300 cm. 
30. 1 x 880 17.9x880 

For two primary turns multiple 

Current through primaries 

29.2 

E.m.f. secondary 

11.25 880 average three 
readings 

Current through secondary 

17.9 

E.m.f. primaries 

6.7 880 average three 
readings 

From first set of readings : From latter readings: 

M2 pr1m.-itiple= <J7,811 cm Ml pr • ..t11p1e= 42S,343 cm 

Colorado Springs 
Nov. 3, 1899 

Investigation foT the purpose of ascertaining the iofiucocc of elevation upon the 
capacity of a conductor connected to a vibrating system as before used, continued: 

The coil of 346 turns, No. 10 wire wound on drum 14" diam., 8 feet long was again 
used. The spark wires were as before No. 26 guttapcrcha covered, 24 foot long each. The 
readings were as follows : 

Capacity in primary 
-~t total 

Inductance in primary 
turns reg. coil+conn. 

(3 x 36) - 2 

2 
53 bottles= 7 l /8+conn. 

=0.0479 mfd 
0.0479 mfd 

.. .. .. .. 

6 3/8+ .. 
s 3/4 + .. 
s 3/ 16+ .. 
4 3/8+ " 
3 5/8+ .. 

256 

Length of verti
cal wire attached 
to free terminal 
of excited coil 

45 feet 

36 
" 27 • • 

18 .. 
9 .. 
0 .. 

Analyzing spark 
on terminals 
of excited 
coil 

3 3/8" 

3 3/8" 
3 3/8" 
3 I /4" 
3 l / 8" 
3 l /8" 



Note: As. repeatedly observed, the first addition of a small length of wire to a coil · . 
generally produces a great effect but a certain small length being bypassed the in<..T.ease . 
per unit of length becomes more gradual. 

Experiments with coil 346 turns on drum 14" diam. with the view of investigating 
influence of elevation upon the capacity of a body connected to earth continued. This 
time in connection with the vertical wire a ball 30" diam. was used in the manner before 
~ribcd. 

Coil 17ith spark wires alone 

Capacity it; primary 
circuit total 

Turns in regulating } 
coil +connections 

Induc
tance 

(3x36)-2 

2 
53 bottles- 3 5/8 + conn. 

=0.0479 mfd 

0.0479 mfd 

Coil with SO feet wire No. 10 vertical 

7 3/4+conn. 

Analyzing spark on 
terminals of excited 
coil 

3 I /8" 

4" . 

Coil with ball 30" diam. lowest position 10'3'' from center to ground 

0.0479 mfd 8 I /2+conn. 4 I /8" 

Coll with ball mean position 33'9" from center to ground 

0.0479 mfd 8 7 /8+conn. 4 I /4" 

Coll with ball highest position 57'3" from oenter to ground 

0.0479 mfd 9 l/4+conn. 4 3/8" 

Note: The excitation in this and previous case was as before described by connecting 
the lower terminal of coil to that terminal of the condensers (primary) which was connected 
to small adjustable spark gap, specially made for this purpose, to earth. 

It would be desirable in these tests to do away with the spark wires as these are apt 
to introduce errors in the estimates of capacity. Experiments were made with new extra 
coil to see how close the maximum rise could be ascertained without any spark wires, 
merely by observing the streamers. For this purpose the extra coil was excited from the 
secondary of-0~iJlator as in some previous instances. First the extra coil was tuned with 
spark wires, then the upper wire which is the only one of importance was taken off and 
the system again tuned. The results were as follows: 

New Extra coil with Spark wires Guttapercha No. 26, 24 feet long 

Capacity in primary circuit 
total 

bottles mfd 

( _S_x_J6_)_--2- - 143 bottles=0.1287 
2 

17 

Inductance in primary circuit 
Tums of regul. coil+connections 

7 S /8 +connecti.ms 
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New Extra coil witboot upper Sp•rk wire 

(8 
x 

36) - 2 - 143 bottles = 0. 1287 
2 

5 5/8 +connections 

Colorado Springs 
Nov. 4, 1899 

Measurement of inductance of primaries. 

Another series of readings were taken with the object of closely determining the 
inductance of the primary turns. This time a different dynamo was supplying the CUTTcnt. 
The speed was kept very constant. The readings were as follows : 

Current Electromot ive force across (,) 

two primaries in series 

345°=58.8 l2 a trifle less 880 
345°=58.8 12 .. .. 
345°=58.8 12 .. .. 

Allcw:ng a little for zero displacement on voltmeter the average is very closely : 

I 

58.8 

E 

11 .95 

R two primary turns in series 

880 0.004 ohm. 

E 
This gives /=0.2032 ( 

E 2 

7) = 0.04129 

(
£ l 

Since R2 is entirely negligible against I) we have : 

L-~- lt.95 - 0.000230945 he 
/w 51,744 nry 

OT 230,945 cm. 

This would give for one primary turn approximately 

0.000057736 henry or 57,73'; cm. 

The value previously found was 56,400 cm. 
Reading of today would appear more reliable. 
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Color~ Sprints 
Nov. 5, 1899 · 

Capacity of structure of iron pipes, before described, computed : 

1" pipe: Ouuide diam. 7.625"=19,3673 cm=d 

length of pipe with cap= /= 23' 4"=280"=811.2 cm= / 

811.2 
Ci----

/ 2 x 4.42313 
2 log,, -

r 

r- 9.6837 .!_ _ 83. 77 
r 

I 
lofk -=l.9231 x 2.3= 4.42313 , 

6" pipe: Outside diam.=6.625"=16.8275 cm= d 

length of pipe 18' 2"=218"=553.72 cm= / 

553. 72 
CJ ----

/ 2 x 4. 182 
2 log.-

' 

r-8.4138 
I 

- -65.81 , 

I 
lofk-=l.818292 x 2.3= 4.182 , 

S" pipe: Outside diam. 5.563"=14.13 cm= d 

length of pipe 18' 4 1/2"=220.5" =560.07 cm- / 

CJ - - -
/ 

2 log.
r 

560.01 

2 x 4.368 
, _ 7.065 

I 

.!_ _ 79.27 
r 

log.-= 1.89911 x 2.3= 4.368 
r 

4" pipe: Outside diam. 4.5" = 11.43 cm=d 

17• 

length of pipe 15' 7 l /4"=187.25" =475.615 cm.=/ 

I c.----
1 

2 log. 
r 

C4 - 53.85 cm. 

475.615 

8.832 
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,_ 5.715 !_ -83.22 
r 

I 
log,, - - 1.92 x 2.3 - 4.416 

r 



3 1/2" pipe: Outside diam. 4''=10.16 cm=d 

length of pipe 19' 3 l /4"=231.25"=587.375 cm= / 

I 581.315 c,- I = 
2102. - 9.49 

r 

c, - 61.9 c:n. 

r - 5.08 _!__ 115.6 
r 

I 
log. - ... 2.062958 x 2.3 - 4. 745 

r 

3" pipe: Outs'.de diam. 3.5'' =8.89 cm=d 

length of pipe 18' 4 3/4"=220.75"=560.7 cm=/ 

I c, - I 
21010-, 

C6 - 58.05 cm. 

560.7 

2 x 4.83 
r - 4.445 _!_ _ 126. 1 

r 

I . -
log.- - 2.1 x2.3'=4.83 , 

2 1/2" pipe: Outside diam. 2.875"=7.3 cm=d 

length of pipe 8' I /4" } 8' 8"= 104''=264 16 = I 
,, nipples 7 3/4" · cm 

I 264. 16 
C1 - I 

l log. - 2 x 4.276 , 
C1 - 30.89 cm. 

r -3.65 
I 

--72.37 , 
I 

log,,-- 1.859 x 2.3-4.276 
r 

from above we have total capacity of structure 

C: 7" pipe with cap 91.7 en 
6" pipe 66.2 .. 

- • !'· 5" pipe 64. l I ,. 
4" pipe 53.85 .. 
3 I /2" pipe 61.9 .. 
3" pipe 58.05 .. 
2 J /2" pipe 30.89 .. 
Ball 30" diam. 38.1 .. 
Total Cap::.city C=464.8 cm. 

Note: This supposes of course that all these capacities are connected in multiple. 
To be true it must be assumed that only long waves are used. With short waves the calcu
lated value would not be experimentally borne out. 
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Ccloratlo Spring$ 
Nov. 6, 1899 · 

Determination of el. st. capacity of the structure of iron pipes by measurement. 

The method previously employed for such a purpose was again used. The coil des
cribed on a fc rmer o~ion, wound on a drum of 10 5/16" and having 550 turns was 
excited from a vibrating primary sy~tem and the maximum resonant rise obtained with 
only the spark wires attached to the terminals of the coil. Then the upper terminal of 
the latter was connected to the structure and the maxim1,lm rise again obtained. From the 
two known pericds of the primary system and the self-induction of the coil the capacity 
of the structure was then computed. In order to avoid errors due to the capacity of the 
wires connected to the coil the precaution was :aken to m'alcc no change which would 
in any considerable way affect the result. Thus, when the vibr&tion of the coil with only 
the spark wires was determined the wire which was to be later connected to the structure 
was likewise fastened to the upper terminal of the c:cil in a posi: i.Jn such that in the second 
exper:mcnt or series of experiments it was only ocoessary to tilt the wire to b;ing it in 
contt.ct w:th the structure. If this precaution would not be observed the e . ror fotrcduced 
by the connecting wire might be - and in fact it would generally be - c·~msi<rcrable. The 
adjustments were first made with the spark wires and the wire which was to be connected 
to the structure, this wire being placed vertically and at a di~t.ance of about four feet from 
the latter. The maximum rise was observed on the terminals of the excited coil with : 

Capacity in primary circuit total 

(8 x 36) - 2 

2 
143 Bottles or 0.1287 mfd 

Turns in regulating 
coil 

2 1/8 

Spark an&lyzing on 
terminals 

2 5/8" 

Now the wire was tilted and brought in contact with the structure and resonant 
maximum rise was observed with : 

( -
8
- x-

3
-
6
-)--_

2 
= 143 Bottles= 0.1287 mfd 

2 
17 I /2 2 5/8" 

To determine more satisfactcrily the self-induction in both the primary vibrations 
readings were taken in the following manner. The two primary turns, connections to breaks 
and condensers and the regulating coil were all con.nccted in series - the breaks and con
densen beipg of course bridged by stout and short wires (No. 2 being used) and readings 
of e .. m.f. across the two primary turns were fin.t talcen and then across the two primaries 
plus connections and turns in the regulating c:iil as were used in the two instances. Since 
the resistances were entirely negligible with respect to the inductances it was only neces
sary to make the ratio of the e.m .f. in two instances to determine the inductance of the 
connections and turns from the lcnown inductance of the two primary turns wh:cb was 
carefully determined before. As the readings were taken practically at the same moments 
across the primaries alone and across the ptimaries connections and turns w could not 
vary perceptibly, and to make sure of that the readings were taken repeatedly. The current 
passed through the inductances also remaining the same during the two consecutive read
ings, the results ought to be therefore more reliable then those obtained otherwise. 

261 

_, 



., 
• > 
I 
• I; 
~ 

The results in the first case were as follows: 

Jn the second case: 

£ 1= 10.4 volts 
E = 10 volts 

£ 1=13.15 volts 
E = 10.3 ,, 

t f'ltllolMY 
TUllNS 

E 

} I and w 
the same. 

} I and w 
the same. 

Calling now L the inductance of the two primary turns in series and L 1 that of the 
two primaries+connections+2 I /8 turns of the regulating coil we have in first case: 

E, - ~ and L - £, L 
E L I E 

Now L was previously determined to be 230,945 cm, hence 

104 
L 1 - -- x 230,945 - 240, I 83 cm. 

100 

From this inductance of the connections+ 2 1 /8 turns of the regulating coil is L 1- L= 
= 9238 cm. 

ln the second case we have similarly 

13. 1 s 
L 2 = --x 230,945 - 294,847 cm. 

10.3 

L 2 being inductance of two primaries+conocc:tions+ 17 I / 2 turns of regulating cod. - • . 
Hence the inductance of the connections and the turns ( 17 1/2) included is Lz-L= 

= 63,902 cm. 

From th~e data the capacity o f the structure can now oe estimated as follows : 

Jn the first case the primary vibration was 

21t J 9238 
T - I IP ""'fQ9 >< 0. 1287 

Jn the second case the primary vibration was 

T ~ ~1t- /
63•902 0 1287 

2 1 o> V 1 o• x · 
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Calling rtow C, the capacity of the excited system when the structure was not at-
tached to it, and C,' that when this was the case we have : · 

2 Tr fi"f7 2 '1t ~ 9238 
T, - JOl ~ C1 L = IOl l"O' x 0.1287 

and 

r.-2nVc'L'-2n /63,902 01287 2 10> • lo>' 10' x • 

L' being the inductance of the excited coil. L' was previously measured and found to be 
L'- 18,650,000 cm. Now from above: 

and 

c - 923 8 )( 0. 1287 
I 1 O' x 18.650,000 

10' 

9238 x 0. I 287 
18,650,000 I 

c I - 63,902 )( 0. 1287 • c , 63,902 . -·- . C '- C 63,902 
I 18,650,000 

1 c, 9238 I I 9238 

C, expressed in centimeters is : 

C _ 9238 x 0.1287 x 9 x 105 _ 11.583 x 9238 _ 
57

_
375 

I 1865 X 104 1865 

from this C,' -
63902 

x 57.375- 6.92 x 57.375-397.03 cm. 
Q1'R 

C - C,' - C, - 339.655 cm. 

This is a result inferior to the calculated value but it was to be expected as before 
stated since it can not be eorrcct to assume that all pipes arc conneeted in multiple unless 
the vibration is very slow. Another coil is to be used with an inductance much higher so 
as to examine the truth of this opinion. There is, however, a possibility that the reading, 
when tbe structure was attached to the excited coil, was too low. In this case namely, 
the tuning is not sharp owing to the large capacity of the i;v~, .. -. hut when the structure is 
not attached it is quite sharp, hence i ' there is any errcH 111 1. 1djustment of· the circuits 
it can be only then when the structure was connected. This is to be investigated also. 
A slight ertOI" might have been also caused by the wire which eonnected the coil to the 
structure, for although this wire was placed at a distance of 4 feet with its nearest point 
there might have been enough influence exerted by the structure to make the reading with 
the spark wires alone larger. This will be ascertained. From previous tests on the increase 
of capacity with elevation I should expect to find the capacity of the structure much larger 
than the calculated value. 

On the present occasion readings were also taken with the view of determinig the 
inductance of the connections afone+ftexible cabfe on regufat1ng eoif+rt z turn.ot"rc8u
lating coil. This namely is the lowest value which it is possible to give with the regulating 
coil in circuit. In this ease the readings were £ 1 = 10.S, E= 10.2 across the 2 primaries+ 
+aJI these connections and across the two primaries alone, respectively. With reference 
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to foregoing and calling LJ the inductance of the tw-:> primaries + conncctions+ flexible 
cable+ 1 /2 turn of regulating coil: 

105 105 Li=--x L--- x 230,945-237,738 cm. 
102 103 

Hence the inductance of all these mentioned connections is L,- L= 237,738- 230,945= 

I 
connections proper 

= ·6793 cm, for l /2 tum regulating coil, 
flexible cable in reg. coil. 

Nott: A small error is often caused by the chao.;ing position of the Oexible 
cable which makes the read·n]S for a small number of turns largtr (slightly). 

Colorado Spri11g.r 
Nov. 7. 1899 

Further experiments for the purpose of asc:erta.ining the ca.pacity of the mucture 
of the iron pipe by resonance analysis. Two sets of read:ogs were taken : one set with new 
extra coil the other with coil 346 turns wire No.10 on drum l4~ diam. The readings were 
as follows : 

Wltll aew extra c:oU 

Capacity in primary exciting 
circuit total: 

(8 x 36) - 2 

2 
=- 143 bottles = 0.1287 mfd 

(8x36) - 2 
= ,. = 0.1287 mfd 

2 

Jnductance in pi imary 
circui(. Turns of regu
lating coil +conn. 

22+oonn. 

8+ .. 

With experima1tal c:oU desaibed 

(
3 

x 
36

) -
2 = 53 bottles = 0.0477 mfd 

2 

(3 x 36) - 2 

2 
.. = 0.0477 mfd 

15.7.S+conn. 

3.5+ .. 

Analyzing spark on 
terminals of 
excited coil. 

2 5/16" 

3 3/4" 

4" 

3 l /8" 

*Note: The first read:ngs are of course with, the second without structure in 
each case. 

*Note: Readings were also taken on this occasion with coil wound on 10 5/16" 
drum before described (550 turns) but merely for the purpose of comparing tne inductances 

264 



of the primary pd secondary circuits. With the same capacity as in the last case resonan~ · 
was obtained with spark wires alone: 

(3 x 36) - 2 
35 bottles=U.0477 mfd 8 7/8 3 1 /4" 

2 
This for future reference. 

R.ctuming to the two sets of observations it is to be noted that one tum of the new 
extra coil had been taken off and allowance should be made for this. 

Let the primary vibration in the first case be Tp1 and the correspondin~ secondary 
vibration T11 then T,

1
=T,1• Similarly for the second reading with the extra c0il when the 

structure was not attached to the coil. C.a.lling the respective vibration TP1 and T 11. we 
have TP2 = T,1 • Now 

where Lp, and 4 1 dcsi£nate the inductances of the primary circuit in the two cases. 
From this 

as useful relation to remember. 

While the self-induction was varied in the primary circuit, and the capacity remained 
the same, in the secondary it was just the opposite, the self-induction remaining the same 
and the capacity being varied. Calling· now the capacity of the excited system with the 
structure C,1 and without the structure C13 (that of coil with spark wires a.lone) we have 
by analogous reasoning: 

T,, - re:; - Tpa - / Lp, or c,, - Lp1 
T12 v-c.;- T p2 v LP1 c.J 42 . 

This is also a convenient equation and useful to bear in mind. ln cases when the capacity 
in the excited system is very often varied it is only necessary to determine the first capacity 
with which the series of experiments was begun to know all the other values from the 
known inductances of the primary circuit in two consecutive experiments. But when there 
are only two values to be determined, as in the present instance, they can be at once cal
culated from the known primary vibrations. 

In 1!1~ fresent instance, adopting this procedure we have: 

2n ~~~~~~~-
TP1 - - v 0.128 7 x 0.000079 

JOl 

2n ~~---~..,.......,,---,,--~~ 
Tpl - -V0. 1287 x 0.00002526 

I ()l 

2 n ,.....,,--.,.......,.7'" 
TP, - T,1 - - VC,, x 0.02 

I ()l 

2n - --
TP2 ~ T11 - - vc,1 x 0.02 

1()3 

and , { Connections + 22 turns: 
'"""'' - 79,000 cm."" 0.000079 H 

L { Connections + 8 turns reg. coi I 
P2 - 25,260 cm. - 0.00002526 H 
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lnductance of extra coil before measured was 0.02°"2 henry. This owing to one 

turn less without change of length should be reduced to ratio ( 
105

) 
2 

or abo~t ·2% mtljng 
106 

the inductance very approx. 20,000,000 cm. or 0.02 henry. 

From the above : 

2n 2n_ 1 - ...; c,i x 0.02 - - v 0. 1281 x 0.000019 
101 l01 

and 
C _ 0.1287 x 0.000079 mfd 

II 0.02 1 

or in centimeters: 

Similarly we have 

Cu _ 9 x 10' x 0. 1287 x 0.000079 _ 457.S cm. 
0.02 

C 
0. 1287 x 0.00002526 I' .. 

u - m1u,M 
0.02 

c,
1 

_ 9 x 1 <>' x 0.1281 x 0.00002526 _ 146_~ ~. 
0.02 

This would give for the capacity of the structure according to this method only C,
1
-C.

2
= 

= 457.5--146.29= 311.21 cm. 

This inferior result I attribute to the fact that the capacity is partially to be taken as dis· 
tributed, owing to the length of the structure. But determining by the same method with 
a vibration which would be much slower this error should be very small. 

Taking now the values for the set of readings with the experimental coil of 346 
turns we have: 

• 21t v . Tp1 - - O.'H77 x 0.00005486 and Lp1-ccnncct1ons+15.75 turns 
IOJ 

. 2n .~ 
Tp2 - - y0.0377 x u. 00001116 

IOJ 

- 54,860 cm. - 0.00005486 H 

L.,i -conn.+ 3 1/2 turns-

- 11 , 160 cm. - 0.00001116 H 

_ • The inductance of the experimental coil measured being 6,040,000 cm, or 0.00604 
henry we have : 

· 2n I · · 2n I · r •. - - v 0.00604 )( C,1 and T,1 - - "0.00604 x C11 
lQJ 101 

from t..besc relations follows : 

C
. 0.0477 )( 0.00005486 "d d 
11- m1 1 • an 

0.00604 

c:i- 0.0477 x 0.0000 1116 mfd.. 
0.00604 
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Hence 
• • 0.0477 

C,1 - C12 - x (0.00005486-0.00001116) 
0.00604 

0
·
0477 

x 0.0000437 mfd or 
0.00604 ' 

c' c' 9 x 0.047?x 4·37 centimetcrs-310.6 cm. 11 
- al - 0.00604 

nry nearly tbe same nlue. 

It is to bo expected that the value found with a qulcker vibrating system should bo 
smaller since then the structure begins to act not as one condenser but as a series of con
densers or d istributed capacity, all parts not being charged at the same time. 

This method of determining the capacity implies therefore to bo quite correct a 
slow vibTation and, furthermore, negligible capacity in the vibrating system itself and also 
that the body the capacity of which is determined should not bo of too great length since 
this must cause errors. 

From reading with coiJ of SSO turns it follows, since the capacities both in the pri
mary and secondary circuits remained the same, that the inductances in the primary and 
inductances in the secondary OT excited circuit bore the same ratio, that is: 

Ind. 8 7/8 tums+conn. Ind. coil SSO turns 

lnd. 3.S turns+con.n. Ind. coil 344 turns 

Incl of coil SSO turns was : 18,650,000 

Ind. of coil 344 turns was : 6,040,000 

Ind. 8 7 /8 turns 1865 
Hence =--

Ind. 3 1/2 turns 604 
This for later compuboa. 
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Colorado Spri!fgs 
Nov. 8, 1899 

Tab/~ of inductQllCU prepared from preceding readings. 

Two prima.1 y turns in series 230,945 cm. 0.000230945 H 
One of the primary turns 57,736 .. 0 .000057736 .. 
All connections to condensers and I 
breaks as ust!d 5004 •• 0.000005004 •• 
All connections plus one half turn 
of reg. coil (first tum) 5774 .. 0.000005774 .. 
All connections plus the whole first 

tum of reg. coil 6544 .. 0.000006544 •• 
.. .. 1 l / 2 " n 7314 " 0.000007314 .. 
.. .. 2 .. " 

8084 .. 0.000008084 .. 
.. .. 2 1/ 2 .. .. 8854 .. 0.000008854 .. 

.. " 3 ,, .. 10,009 " e .000010009 .. 

.. .. 3 1/2 .. .. 11 , 164., ~0.000011164 .. 

.. .. 4 .. .. 12,319 .. 0 .000012319 .. 

.. " 4 1/2 " .. 13,474 .. 0.000013474 .. 

.. .. 5 .. .. 15,158 .. 0.000015158 .. 

.. .. 5 1/ 2 .. .. 16,842 " 0.0000168.42 .. .. .. 6 .. .. 18,526 .. 0.000018526 .. .. .. 6 I /2 " .. 20,210 .. 0.000020210 .. .. " 
7 .. .. 21,894 .. 0.000021894 .. 

.. .. 7 1/ 2 .. .. 23,578 .. 0.000023578 .. .. .. 8 .. .. 25,262 .. 0.000025262 .. 

.. .. 8 1/ 2 .. .. 26,946 .. 0.000026946 .. 

.. .. 9 .. .. 28,870 .. 0 .000028870 .. 

.. .. 9 I /2 .. .. 30,794 .. 0 .000030794 .. 

.. .. 10 .. .. 32,718 .. 0.000032718 .. 

.. .. 10 I /2 .. .. 34,642 .. 0 .000034642 .. 

• This table is close enqh for an aenen1 estimates. 

-. After 10 l /2 turns the increase is 3850 cm. per turn so that the inductance of 10 1 /2+n 
tums+ cono. will be 34,642+ n x 3850 cm. With the entire coil in, there are 23 1/ 2 turns 

having 84,692 cm. or 0.000084692 H. 

In order to test the accuracy of the preceding measurements, readings of the e .m.f. 
across the two primaries, connections and the regulating coil - all joined in series - were 
taken repeatedly and in as rapid a succession as was found practicable, the number of 
the turns of the regulating coil being varied aft.er c:acb set of readings. The diagram below 
shows the connections of the various inductances while the readings, reduced to the same 
e.m.f. across: (the two primary turns+ connections + 1 / 2 of one tum of the regulating 
coiJ+ flexible cable) are given in table below: 

268 

-



NwnbcT 
of turns 
of the 

regulating 
coil inc-
luded in 
circuit. 

23 1/2 

22 1/2 

20 1/2 

18 1/2 

16 1/2 

14 1/2 

12 1/2 

10 1/2 

8 1/2 

6 1/2 

4 1/2 

2 1/2 

1/2 

• 

2 ,.fllMARY 
l URNS 

CONNECflONS 

E 

E.m.f. across two primary turns plus the 
connections, plus flexible cable+onc half of one 

tum reg. coil 

first series second third fourth average 
of readings series series series 

IS.873 15.928 15.928 15.928 15.914 

15.706 15.706 15.706 15.706 15.706 

I 5.318 15.263 15.34 15.318 15.310 

14.929 14.8185 14.929 14.929 14.901 

14.4855 14.4855 14.4855 14.4855 14.4855 

14.119 14.0415 14. 1525 14.097 14.102 

13.764 13.7085 13.764 13.764 l3.7S 

13.3755 13.3755 13.3755 13.3755 13.3755 

13.0425 12.9537 13.009 13.0425 13.012 

12.7095 12.654 12.7095 12.7095 12.6956 

12.3765 12.3765 12.3765 . 12.3765 123765 

12.1545 12.1212 12.1875 12. 1545 12.1544 

12.00 12.00 12.00 12.00 12.00 

Difference 
of e.m.f. 
between 

successive 
readings: 

0.208 
ci 

0.396 00 
00 

0 .399 ~ 
~ ... 

0 .4155 ... 
() 

0.3835 =;j 
13 
"' 0.352 
~ c 

0.3745 ] 
0.3635 ... 
0.3164 

() 

~ 
~ ... 

0.3191 .9 
0.2221 :i 

~ 
0.1544 3 

Note: When reduced to the same e.m.t a.cross the two primaries and connections, 
I /2 tum and flexible cable the average values agree fairly well with the readings before 
recorded. The table prepared on the bases of the values before found will be accurate 
enough for all ordinary estimates. Both sets of readings show that there is about 0 .2 volt 
variation per tum, the few first turns excepted. 
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Following !'eadings were taicen today for the PUTJ>OSC of puttir.g together a table of 
the inductances of the various turns of the regulating coil. lbe machine was Specially 
run and all care was taken to get the readings as close as practicable. The methOd used in 
a previous case was again adopted which consisted in reading the e.m.r. across the two 
primary turns in series and simultaneously the e.m.f. across the two primary turns+ 
+connections+the turns in the regulating coil. The resistances as before stated being 
entirely negligible, the inductance in each case was given by the ratio of the e.m. forces 
and the known inductanc.c of the two primary turns. By this method the error which might 
have been caused by a variation of w which could only be determined by taJcmg the speed 
of the generator, the apparatus for the more exact determination of this quantity being 
unfortunately left in New York. The results are indicated in the following table: 

E.m.f. across 
E.m.f. across two 

Number 
Increase 

two primary 
primary turns+ con-

of turns I of e.m.f. 
occtions+turns of the 

(I) 
from step 

turns in series reg. coil 
regulating coil . to step 

12.00 12.3 1/2 58.8 880 
12.00 12.45 2 1/2 58.8 .. 0.15 
12.00 12.70 4 1/2 58.8 .. 0.25 
12.00 13.05 6 1/2 58.8 .. 0.35 
12.00 13.40 8 1/2 58.8 .. 0.35 
12.00 13.80 10 1/2 58.8 

" 
0.40 

12.00 14.20 12 1/2 58.8 .. 0.40 
12.00 14.60 14 1/2 58.8 .. 0.40 
12.00 15.00 16 1 /2 58.8 .. 0.40 
12.00 15.40 18 1/2 58.8 .. 0.40 
12.00 15.80 20 1/2 58.8 .. 0.40 
12.00 16.20 22 1/2 58.8 .. 0.40 
12.00 16.40 23 1/2 58.8 .. 0.20 

This show$ an increase per turn of about 0.20 V, except tho few first turns. 

Colorado Springs 
Nov. 9, 1899 

In some ellperimeots it was necessary to use vibrations <'flower frequencies and this 
made it nc<:essary to insert additional induotanoes in tho condonsor discharge circuit. 
lo such cases it was convenient to use the two primary turn'I only; in order to prevent a 
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strong sparking on the secondary and changing reaction on the primaries it was necessary 
to join the ends of the secondary. Readings were taken to determine more closely the 
inductance of the primaries with the secondary closed: 

The results were as follows : 

CUrrent 

58.80 
58.40 
58.00 

Avc:rage 58.40 

E.m.f. across two primary turns in 5Cries 

Average 

8.75 
8.5 
8.33 

8.45 (with allowance for 
7.CJ'O displaocment) 

With the secondary open the readings were exactly as before : 

58.8 11.95 

880 

" 
880 

880 

Reduced to same current for both cases the readings with secondary closed become: 

58.8 8.5 880 

The inductance of two primary turns as before found 230,945 cm.=L. We have 
8.5 

for their inductance with secondary closed --L- 16',270 cm. 
11.95 

With both pnmaries in multiple it ought to be 41,068 cm. approx. 

According to previous estimates the mutual induction coefficient with two primaries 
in series was: approximately 850,000 cm. The inductance of the secondary was found: 
9,568,000 cm. last time, say average of two last determinations 9,560,000 cm. From this 
data we have for inductance with secondary closed: 

M2 
L-- -230,945 

N 
852 x 10• - 230,945 
956 x 10'4 

852 
x I0'4 - 230,945 - 75,575-155.370 cm. 

956 

These readings above do not quite agree with the result calculated, but I think this only 
indicates s onic action of secondary on the primary when the former ls open, or else the 
mutual induction coeff. measured a little too high. This •uy llltely. 

As it was not always possible to get along with the primaries alone when using them 
as inductances two self-induction coils were provided, one wound with wire No. 6, the 
other with wire No. 2 both on a drum of 5" diam. The particulars relating to both of these 
coils will be given below. To ascertain approximately their inductances readings were 
taken by joining them successively in circuit with the two primary cables in series and takiug 
the e.m.f. across, this giving the inductance of each of them approximately from the ratio 
of the e.m.f. and the known inductance of the primaries, neglecting, of course, the resi
stance. The readings were as follows : 
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For coil wound witlz No. 6 wire: 

E.m.f. across two primary E.m.f. across two 
tums+coil all in series primaries in !cries aJooe C\lrrcnt (,) 

14.5 6.4 30.9 880 
14.5 6.4 30.9 880 
14.5 6.4 30.9 880 

For coil with No. 2 wire: 

13.5 8.2 40.1 880 
13.5 8.2 40.1 IS80 
13.5 8.2 40. l 881) 

This would give approximately inductances of coil No. 6 wire: 

14.5 9 8. 1 230 9 I - -- x 230,945 - 230, 45 - - x , 45 - 292,290 cm, 
6.4 6.4 

Coil No. 6 wire 
and for coil No. 2 wire 

11 -
13

·
5 

x 230,945 - 230,945 -
5
·
3 

x 230,945 - •· .. ,~o ca, 
8.2 8.2 

Coll No. 2 wire 

These figures were first utilised then separate readings were ta.ken. AU the particulars 
of these coils and the measured and calculated values are as follows: 

OJil wound with No. 6 wire: 
length of wound part 38.75"= 98.425 cm, drum 5"= 12.7 cm. 129 turns 

98.425 
Thickness of wire with insulation cm. Thickness of bare wire- 0.162" = 0.41148 cm. 

129 
. . 98.425 

Thickness of two msulations 0.41148= 0.763 - 0.4115= 0.3515 cm. This is to be 
129 

added to the core 12.7 cm diam. making total diam. 13.0515 cm. 

To calculate inductance we have therefore the following data: 

'7t 
d-13.0515 cm, 1, - 98.425 cm, N - 129, N 1 - 16641, s - - d 2 - 133.786 cm.sq. 

4 

Trus gives t - 12
·
5664 

x 16,641 x 133.786 - 284,247 cm. 
98.425 . 

Now the readings to estimate from were: 

e.m .f. Current <.> 

13.3 49.1 
13.3 49. l 
13.3 49.1 

880 
880 
880 

R caJcolated 
approx. 180 
feet wire 
2535ft. per ohm 

0.071 ohm 
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from this: 

, _ vo.0684 _ 0.2615 H 261.500.000 _
297168 880 880 or 880 • cm. 

Small correction should have been made for the e.m.f. making it smaller, this would 
have made the agreement with the calculated value close. 

CoU wound with No. 2 wire 

Readings were: 

e.m.f. Current 

6.6 49.1 
6.6 49.1 
6.6 49.1 

880 
880 
880 

Resistance 
will be 
negligible 

The dimensions are as follows : 

l 
E ""'! - 6.6 1,---.. ----

/1.t> 49.1x880 

6.6 
---H 
491 x 88 

66 x 10' 
or= cm. 

491x88 

- Isl, 7SO cm. 

diam. core 5" = 12.7 cm, length of core 38.25"= 97.185 cm. Tums 91. The diam. of wire 

insulation is 
97

' 1
8 5 

1.068 cm. Diam. of bare wir"C 0.2576" =0.6543 cm. This gives for 
91 

2 thicknesses J.068-0.6543=0.4137 cm .. 
From this: 

d= l3.1137 cm.; 1'=97.185cm; N- 91; N2= 8281; 

7t 
S=4d1 =145.0644 sq.cm. 

4 7t '· -r N
2 s- lSS,330 cm. 

Probably resistance is not quite negligible, but results are close enough for ordinary 
use of coil. 

Colorado Springs 
Nov. 10, 1899 

Measurements of the effective capacity of a vertical wire as modified by elevation, 
by resonance analysis and improved method of locating the maximum rise of e.m.f. on 
the excited system. 

In the previous experiments on the same subject the maximum was located by ob
serving a spark, but it was found that this mode of reading has a number of defects. One 
of these is the necessity of using spark wires, another the impossibility of locating the 
maximum very closely - except in cases when the tuning is very sharp. But when consi~ 
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derable capacity is in the system, as it must necessarily be when investigating the modifica
tion of capacity, the tuning caA never be quite sharp. When the pressures '<>n the excited 
coil are large spark wires also entail considerable loss, which modifies ancrv itiates the 
results of the observations. By the spark method it is aJso impossible to determine the pe
riod and capacity of the excited system itself without any attachments. 

In the succeeding observations a method practised in New York was resorted to. 
This consists of employing a small secondary circuit in feeble inductive connection with 
the excited system and observing in a convenient manner by a suitable instrument the chan
ges of current or e.m.f. in the secondary. A practical and quite convenient means is to 
insert a minute lamp consuming but a very small fraction of the normal current and observe 
the degree of incandescence of the minute carbon filament or thin platinum wire. As the 
smalJ secondary circuit excercises no appreciable reaction on the excited oscillating system 
owing to the feeble mutual induction and ntlnute amount of energy consumed in the se-

EXCITED 
OSClllATlNG t------1 

SYSTEM 

SECOtlOARV UIOt" 1"0 11 
OBSERVA llON 

EXCITING WIRE 

R£G. COIL 

ADJUSIABLE OAP 

~TO GROU ND 

TO LAMP DR OTHE R 
HOT WI RE INSIRUMEHT 

SECONDARY OF 
HIGH Tt:H SION 
TRAHSF, 

condary, the method is excellent and allows close and reliable readings much more so than 
the spade wire method. By taking a minute lamp with an exceptionalJy thin and short 
filament the energy consumed for the readings is quite insignificant and may be less than 
one~millionth part of the activity of the oscillating system. In the diagram below the ar
rangement of apparatus as used is illustrated. The excitation was again conveniently varied 
by an adjustable ground gap. In the secondary circuit feeding the minute lamp it was also 
of advantage to provide a continuously regulable resistance by means of which the brightness 
of the filament could be reduced to any degree desired. The current from the supply trans
former was also regulable as this was ncocssary in the course of the expenmcnts. Usually 
l find it advantageous to proceed as follows : first the maximum is located on the proper 
place of the regulating coil by altering the capacity of the primary circuit until the maximum 
r ise takes place with the contact slide S at the desired point of the regulating coil. A few 
turns to either side will generally extinguish the lamp. The maximum being thus roughly 
located, the brightness of the lamp is reduced by inserting resistance or o therwise - as 
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by p!acing the secondary circ:.iit feeding it farther from the excited system - until the 
filament is barely visible when the slide S is at the point giving the maximum rise on -~ 

CJtcited system. By a little experience it becomes easy to thus locate the maximum wilhiJl 
l /4 of one per cent. By resorting however to ordinary experimental resources it is practi
cable to reach greater precision still. Of course. the greater the momentum of the excited 
system the better it is. There are hot wire instruments or detectors of a.II kinds whi<:b aJlow 
the method to be refined to any degree desired. A very simple improvement, effective and 
readily on hand is however to provide a source of energy for bringing the filament or wire 
just to a point when its luminosity can be detected by the observer. I connect the lamp to 
a battery of constant e.m.f. through two choclcing coils graduating the turns of the latter 
so that the filament is brought preliminarily to the required temperature. A small amount 
of surplus energy supplied from the secondary loop is then sufficient to make the filament 
bright. Thus, less energy is taken from the excited system and the location of the maximum 
is rendered much more easily. The diagram below illustrates this arrangement in its simplest 
form. The high frequency currents can not of course pass through the chocking coils. 
This method is also very suitable for tuning circuits for many purposes as in telegraphy. 

EXCITED 
SECOMOAlff 
LOOI' 

SEl.FIHQ COIL 

SEU'IMQ COil 

8AtTEllT 

• 

In the present experiments the coil before described : 1314 turns wire No. 18 on drum 
14" diam., 8 feet long was used, the object of the tests being to determine the effective ca
pacity of the vertical wire No. 10, 50 feel long which w1c; used in a number of cases before 
dwelt upon. The readings were as follows : 

Coll 1314 tarns with spark wires as before med 

Capacity in primary circuit 
46 
-=23 bottles=0.0207 mfd. 
2 

Inductance in primary circuit 
16 Tums of regul. coil+connections+coil 
No. 6 wire 

Note: This reading was taken to test the spark wire method. The agreement was 
fairly close 15 l /1 turns being found in the previous measurements by spark analysis 
instead of 16 turns as now. But this was to be expected as with the spark wiru aloM, tho 
capacity being small the tuning is very sharp. The agreement would probably not be quite 
so closo when a large capacity is connected to the excited system. 

Coll 1314 turns aloae without spark wires 

20 2"= 10 bottles= 0.009 m.fd . 12 1 / 2 turns+conn. +coil No. 6 wire 
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Ceil UJ4 tunas witJa vertical witt No. 10 approx. SO fed loeg 

70 
y=3S bottles= 0 .0315 mfd. 18 l /2 tums+conn.+coil No. 6 -wice 

The inductance of primary circuit in the first case was : 

Coil No. 6 wire 
12 1 /2 tums+conn. 

284000 cm} 
4
i

300 
.. total 326,300 cm. 

In the second case it was: 

Coil No. 6 wire 
18 1/2 tum.s+conn. 

284
•
000 

cm } total 349,400 cm. 
65,400 .. 

Calling as before C,
1 

and C12 respectively the capacities of the excited system with 
and without the vertical wire we have : 

C _ 873,000,000 _ 349,400 x0.
0315 

•I IO' I 09 

• the inducl&nc:e of excited coil from data 
obtained before bcina 87,300,000 cm. 

C =- 3494 x 0.0315 mfd. 
II 873,000 

Similarly from the precceding it follows : 

C _ 3263 x 0.009 mfd. 
sJ 873,000 

This gives the capacity of the vertical wire: 

C - C .. 3494 x 0.0315 - 3263 x 0 .009 
•l 

12 873,000 

110.061-29.367 

873,000 

80.694 
--- mfd, 
873,000 

or in centimeters: 

C C C 
9 x I OS x 80.694 _ 72,624.6 _ 

83
•
2 - .,- 82 ~ cm. 

873,000 873 

• The calculated value before found was 81.5 cm. It is assumed in the calculation that 
the length of the wire was 50 feet exaci.ly, but this might not be so. It will be measured 
exactly when taken down. The inductance of the coil with wire No. 6 has been taken as 
284,000 cm. but the measured values are h igher. Taking the average of two measurements 
we have about 295,000 cm. This would give a higher value for the effective capacity of the 
vertical wire. It is also possible that the inductance of the excited coil might be a few percent 
different from that serving as the basis of this estimation. 

ll is of interest to determine from above data the capacity of the excited coil alone. 
The same is : 

C = 3263 x 0 .009 x 9 x I 0
5 

_ JO.) cm, approx. 
12 

873,000 
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I 
A cylinder of the dimensions of the coil excited would have a capacity C- · / · 

21og.~ 

' ··-
Here /= 8'= 243.84 cm. r=7"=17.78 cm. 

I I 
-= 13.71 lo& - - l.l37037x2.3 - 2.6152 
r r 

243.84 
C= - 46.6 cm. 

2x2.6152 

Consider now as much of the cylindrical surface as could be covered with the bare 
wire on the coil: 

No. 18 wire diam.=0.0403"=0.1024 cm. As there are 1314 turns the wire would cover 
l314x0.l024 cm= 134.55 cm. 

Compared with the cylinder of the length of 243.84 cm the capacity C1 of the 
shortened would be in the proportion of 134.55 : 243.84 reduced, that is 

C would be t 34·55 

I 243.84 

134.55 
C = x 46.6 = approx. 26 cm. 

243.84 

From this it would seem that a rough estimate of the capacity of such a coil might be 
obtained by comparison with a cylindrical surface which the bare wire would cover. 

Further experiments to ascertain the dependence of capacity upon elevation. 

Tn these experiments the new coil, wound with a much greater number of turns for 
the purpose of getting a vibration of lower frequency, was used. This coil was wound on 
the same drum of 14" diam. and 8 feet length repeatedly used. It had 1314 turns of No. 18 
wax covered wire. As the length of the coil and area of the coils remained exactly the same 
the self-induction was approximately estimated from the inductance of another coil expe
rimented with before. The latter had 689 turns and its measured inductance was 24,000,000 

. (1314)2 cm. On this basis the inductance of the new coil was L -- = 7, L being the self-
689 

. (1314)1 nductlon of the coil referred to. This would give for La -= - - x 24,000,000= 3.637 x 
689 

x 24,000,®()=;:87,288,000 cm approximately. Comparing it with another coil before 
described which was wound on the same drum and had 346 turns, and taking the before 
measured value of the inductance of the latter 6,040,000 cm we get 

L 1 - - - x 6,040,000 ~ 14.4225 x 6,040,000 - 87, 111 ,900 cm. (
1314)

2 

346 

which is very nearly the same value. 

Rough readings gave : 

£ = 200 1=2.5 w= 870 
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E 
from this: - ""80 

I 
( ~r .. 6.400 

R calculated : 4816 feet wire N_o.18 
156.9 feet per ohm: R=;:30.1 ohm 

(31.68- meas.) R1 ~ 942.5 

J[fJ' -R2 = 73.88 approx. 

Inductance nearly 85,000,000 cm. 

For the present investigation the most probably value 87,300,000 cm will be adopted, 
which is still to be verified. 

With the coil before described experiments were made for the purpose of once more 
determining the capacity of the structure of iron pipes. The adjustments were as follows: 

For coll with structure coaneded to Cree tetminlJ : 

Capacity in primary circuit Inductance of primary circuit 
21 turns regulating coil + conn.+ coil wound 
with wire No. 6 before described 

(6 x 36) - 2 + 12 
- 113 bottles - 0.1017 mfd 

2 

For coil with the spark wires alone: 

46 
-=23 bottlcs=0.0207 mfd 
2 

15 1/ 2+conn+ coiJ No. 6 wire. 

In the first case inductance of the primary was 
= 359,000 cm. {

Coil No. 6 wire 284,000 cm. } 
21 tums+ conn. 15,000 ,, 

In the second case {Coil No. 6 wire 284,000 cm }= 338,000 cm. 
15 I /2 turns+ conn. 54,000 ,, 

- . .. 

Calling C,1 capacity of the excited system in first and Cn in the second case we have: 

21t {i f)oo,ooo c = 21t / 359,000 0 1017 and 
W\f__;. 109 •' JOl -V J09 x . 

359 
I 06 x O. IO 17 3 59 x 0. I 017 

C11 - - mfd 
873 87,300 
10' 
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C 
9 x lO' x359 xO. l017 

37 or in cm • • - - 6.4 cm. 
87,300 

s· .1 I h 2 7t / 87,300,000 C 2 7t / 338,000 
1m1 ar y we ave: IOJ V 109 • 2 = IQl V 109 x 0.0207 and 

C 
338,000 x 0.0207 fi:..i C 338 x 0.0207 x 9 x 10s 

• 2 - mu or , 2 = cm. 
87,300,000 87,300 

3042 :><1 20. 7 
71 67 - C1 • cm.. 

873 

From this we get effective capacity of structure: 

which is a value very closely before found with extra coil. 

Note: The readings with spark gap as before practiced arc not quite satisfactory 
and a new method will be tried in the next experiments. · 

Colorado Springs 
Nov. 11, 1899 

Experiments for the purpose of ascertaining rate of increase of capacity with elevation 
continued. 

Again the coil with 1314 turns described before was used and the method of locating 
the maximum rise of potential on the excited system by means of a small circuit inductively 
connected to the system was resorted to. A few improvements carried out in the mode of 
using the induced circuit allowed closer readings than it was possible to obtain before 
with spark observation. 

The coil was fint tuned alone, without anything being attached to the free rerminal. 
Next the vertical wire No. 10, 50 feet long (approximately) was attached to the free terminal 
and the tuning again effected, both the primary vibrations being carefully noted. Then 
a ball 30" diadi. was slipped on to the vertical wire and readings were taken in three dif
ferent positions of the ball along the wire as before. The results of the observations were 
as follows: 

I. Coil alone 

Capacity in primary or exciting circuit Inductance in primary ci.rcuit 
20 

2 =10 bottles= 0.009 mfd Turns of reg. 13 coil+conn+coil 

No. 6 wire 
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II. Coll with vertical wire No. 10, 50 feet approx. 

72 
-=36 bottles= 0.0324 mfd 
2 

17+conn.+coil No. 6 wire 

Ul. Coil with ball 30" d.iam. vertical wire, the ball beia& at a height of 10'3" from center 
to poaud. 

86 
-=43 bottles= 0.0387 mfd 
2 

13 1/2+ .. + .. 

IV. Coil with ball 30" diam. ud vertical wire, the ball beiag at a beicfat of :W feet from 
cater tu lfOCUld. 

86 
-=43 bottles= 0.0387 mfd 
2 

14 1/2+ .. + .. 

Note: (it seemed slightly more than 
14 1 /2 turns) 

V. Coil with ball 30" diameter ud vertical wire, the ball being at a beipt of 57'9" from 
center to poaad. 

86 
-=43 bottles= 0.0387 mfd 
2 

16 1/2+ " + .. 

In the first case the inductance of primary circuit was 

{ 
Coil No. 6 wire = 295,000 cm 
13 tums+connections = 43,300 ,. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

total =338,300 cm. 

The primary vibration was therefore : 

Now calling C
11 

capacity of excited system in the 
first case we have : 

period of excited system 

280 

Note: rn some estimates before 
the inductance of this coil was calcu
lated to be a little over 284,000 cm. 
and this value was taken. But two 
measurements made before show 
average of about 295,000 cm. and 
this value wilJ be assumed in present 
estimates as being more probable 
until again careful measurements 
will be made. The results are then 
to be corrected. 

Note: The inductance for ex
cited coil is taken 85,000,000 cm., 
this being the value obtained hy 
mcasuremenL 

Still to be verified. 
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From this: 

0 009 3383 
. x 107 

c -•I 85 

101 

0.009 x 3383 
----- mfd, or in centimeters: 

85 x l~ 

C _ 9 x 10' x 0.009 x 3383 = 0.81 x 3383 = Jl.S4 cm. 
11 

85 x l04 85 
) 

This is slightly larger than before found owing to adoption of smaller inductance for 
excited coil. 

ln case II. the inductance of the primary circuit was: 

{
Coil No. 6 wire as before: 
17 turns + coMcctions 

The primary period was : 

295,000 cm} 
59•700 .. total= 354,700 cm. 

H C 0.0324 x 3547 fi'-' C 9 x lOS x 0.0324 x 3547 
encc , 2 - mu. or , 2 cm. 

85x 10' 85x 10' 

C,2= 121.68 cm. Hence capacity of the vertical wire will be approximately 

Crt-C .. = 89.84 cm. This is again larger than before found but probably closer than the 
former value. 

In case JU. the primary inductance was: 

(
Coil No. 6 wire 295,000} total 3411200 cm. 
13 I /2 turns+ conn. 46,200 

The primary vibration was therefore: 

and the corresponding vibration of the excited system 

from this we have : 
3412 

0.0387 XI07 

Cu - 85 

101 

0.0387 x 3412 
--- - - mfd, 

85 x 10• 
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r 

l· 

or 
C =9x IO'x0.0387x3412 = 139.81 cm. 

I) 85 x 104 

The effective capacity of the ball at its lowest position (10' 3") from ground was 
therefore only c,J-C12= 139.81-121.68= 18.13 cm. 

Now taking cases rv. and V. the primary inductance in the 

first of these cases was 
{ 

Coil 
1
No. 6 wire 295,000 cm } 

14 1/2 turns 50,100 ,. 

the total would be 345,100 cm. But there is still a doubt whether there have not been 15 
turns instead of 14 I /2. This is to be bome in mind. Taking for the present for the inductance 
14 3 /4 turns as most probable and nearer to the average value of both extreme readings 
in IV. and V. we have for inductanc.c of the primary 346,000 cm. 

N . V . d { Coil No. 6 ow m case . the 1ni uctance was: 16 112 turns 
295,000 cm} 

57,800 ,, 
total 352,800 cm. 

Now since in c;ises JU, IV. and V. the capacity in the primary circuit was not varied 
we have : 

346 
cl]: CH - 341,200: 346,000 and c •• ~ Cu X-= 141.78 cm. 

341 
and similarly we have: 

3528 C,3 : Cu- 341 ,200 : 352,800 and C,,-c0 x - - = 144.56 cm. 
3412 

The effeetive capacity of ball at its highr.st position was: 

C :-C = 144.56-121.68- 22.88 cm. 
sS 12 

In the mean position the vaJue was : C"-Csi=20.1 cm. whereas the mean value 
between 22.88 and 18.13 would be 20.5 cm. The rise is therefore linear. The rise in the 

18. 13 
effective capacity for 47 feet and 6" was about 26.2%. Per one hundred 

22.88 - 18. 13 
feet it would be from this: 55.16% or a litlle over l /2% per foot. 

- . :-. 

Colorado Springs 
Nov. 12, 1899 

Measurements of the effective capacity of the elevated structure of iron pipes were 
again made today in the manner described before, by means of resonance analysis, the 
maximum rise of potential on the excited system being det~rmined by a minute lamp inclu
ded in a SC<lOndary circuit without appreciable ~action upon the excited system. The coil 
with 1314 turns before descr ibed was again used, the readings being as follows: 
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Col! with sUac:Uan attached : 

Capacity in primary circuit 

(6 x 36) + 12 - 228 ... 114 
2 2 

bottles or 0.1026 mfd. 

Inductance in primary circuit 
turns reg. coil 

15+conn.+coil No. 6 wire 

C-Oll a1oae, witboot structure, only coaaecting wire : 

(36- 6) + 12 ... 42 -21 
7 1/2+ .. + 

2 2 

bottles=0.0189 mfd 

The inductance in primary in 
first case was : 

The inductance in primary in 
second case was: 

Coil No. 6 wire 
15 tums+conn. 

total 

295,000 
52,000 

341,000 cm. 

Coil No. 6 wire 
7 l /2 turns+conn. 

total 

295,000 cm. 

23,600 .. 

318,600 cm. 

If C11 and C
12 

be the capacities of the excited system with and without structure, 
respectively, the.n : 

34;0~00 x 0. 1026 
c.,= 

87,300,000 
3470 x 0.1026 mfd. 

873,000 • 

109 

and similarly 

and 

or 

c - 3186 x 0.0189 
12 

873 000 • 

C - C _ 3470x0.1026 - 3186x0.0189 mfd - 356.022-60.2154 mfd. 
•I 

12 873,000 873,000 

9 x 10s x 295.8066 = 
304

_
95 

cm. 

873,000 

This is again a value close to that found with new extra coil. The agreement would be closer 
still if some connections would be taken in the prese.nt instance. I conclude effective capa
city is not far from this. 
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Co/oradD Springs 
Nov. 13,. 1899 

An improvement in the method of locating the maximum rises in the excited system 
bas been effected by taking a lamp with an exception.ally thin filament, consuming only 
a minute fractlon of an ampere, for being heated to redness enough to be perceptible, and 
furthermore by placing the lamp in a dark box. A "fluoroscope" was used, two boles being 
drilled in the sides of the box "or leading the wires in. By these provisions the readings 
were made more exact. The ne~ extra coil was again used for trial and the capacity of the 
structure of iron pipes was again determined. The readings were: 

With structure attached 

Capacity in primary circuit Inductance in primary circuit 

(
8 

x 36) 144 bottles=0.1296 rnfd 
2 

Turns+connections 

18 I /2+ 

Without stroctur" (only connecting wire) 

(8 x 36) .. ... 
144 .. =0.1296 mfd 6 5/ I6+ conn. 

Note: In the second case the tuning was, of course, very sharp and it was easy lO 

locate the maximum within 1/ 16 of a turn of the regulating coil; in tbe first case, although 
it was naturally less sharp, it was still easy to locate within l /4 of a turn ; with great care 
within 1/8 ofa tum. This may be said to be within 1/2% which is satisfactory, all the more 
as the reading is very positive. 

The above results give an inductance in the pcimary circuit, in the first case 65,442 cm. 
in the second 19,578 cm, computed from the table before prepared. As the capacity in the 
p1imary remained the same in both readings we have, calling C

11 
and Cai capacities of 

the excited system with and without structure and L inductance of the extra coil: L = 0.02 
henry 

C - C c; 0. 1296 (65,442 - 19,578)x9 x 10' cm - 2.67.48 cm. 
.. 

12 20,000,000 

These readings seem most rdiable so far . 

Colorado Springs 
Nov. 14, 1899 

In some experiments wilh coil having 1314 turns wound on drum 14" diam., 8 feet 
long the coil was cut in the middle and the two parts, 657 turns each connected in multiple. 

J 
The self-induction was then practically - of the self·induction which it had used ordi-

4 
narily. Readings were taken to determine the inductance when the two parts were con
nected as stated. 
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These readings were: 

e.m.f. 

1
2141 
212 
210 1

10.7) 
I 10.6 

10.S 
<..>= 880 

Average values: 
E I 
212 10.6 

rrom uus ( ~)=20, ( ~r=400 R= 1.9 ohm. 
Rl= 62.41 

(~ f-R2
- 337.59 

L 
18.375 x 109 

- cm 
880 

= 20,880,682 cm. approx.=20,881 ,000 cm. 

The inductance of the coil as ordinariJy used would then be approx. 

= 83,524,000 cm. 

Colorado Springs 

<..> 
880 

Nov. 15, 1899 

Experiments with secondary of oscillator to determine capacity of structure, 
also capacity of secondary. 

The readings were as follows : 

Capacity in primary 

8 x 36 
-

2
-= 144 bottles=0.1296 mfd 

Secondary alone. 

Inductance in primary 

14 3/4 tums+oonnections. 

Secoaduy with coanectiog wire leadlq to stradare. 
8 x 36 
--=144 bottles= 0. l296 mfd 

2 
15 1/4 .. + conn. 

Secoadary with structure connected to free terminal. 

8 x 36 
-

2
- = 144 bottles=0.1296 mfd 19 .. + conn. 

• These readings approxi:mat~. 
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In first case inductance of primary was 
.. second ,, 
.. third .. 

.. 
" 

51 ,COO cm l 
52,900 .. 
67,400 " 

• All these rcadinc:s and maybe previous ones to be revised. 

Taking the inductance of secondary from me&surements before made 9,557,000 cm. 
we have for C,

1
, that is, capacity of secondary alone : 

T .. 2n ~51,000 O 1296 
Pl 10> J09 X • 

C 
0. 1296 x 51,000 0. J 296 x 51 ~ 

- - mid 11 9,557,000 9557 • 

T 2 n ~ 9,557,000 C 
··-101 109 x •• 

c,, .. 9 x 10'x0. 1296x51 = 622.l3 cm. 
9551 

Now camng Ca and C,
3 

respectively, the capacities of the secondary system with 
the connecting wire and with wire and structure r~spectively, since the capacity in the 
primary was in all cases the same, we have : 

C,
1

: C,
1
= 51,000: 52,900 and C,1 : C

13
= 51,000: 67,400 

and 

c . _ 52
•
900 

x 622.23 -
529 

x 622.23 - 645,•U cm. 
•• 51 000 510 • 

This gives capacity of connecting wire alone: 

C -C 
1
= 645.41---622.23= 13.18 an. 

12 • 

Similarly we have: 

c - 67
•
400 c .. - 674 

x 622.23 - 822.32 13 
51,000 510 

cm, 

and from this the capacity of the structure (the effective capacity) would be : 

- But since 
C -C 

1
=822.32---645.41 = 176.91 an. 

IJ s 

C . c = 61 400 . 52 900- 674 . 529 
S) • SZ ' • 9 • 

c > = 
674 c,2 ... 

674 
x 64 5.41 - 818.54 cm. 

• 529 529 

This value checks those formerly found and shows that the readings were fairly close. 
The test shows however that this method of determining capacity will only give a correct 
value when the distributed capacity is qui te negligible. This observation has already been 
made. 

286 



Colorado Springs 
Nov. 16, 1899 

Experime11ts continued on tM influence of ele•aJion upo11 capacity of system 
connected to earth. 

A new coil wound on drum 14" diam., 8 feet long was used. It had 344 turns No. 10 
wire. From the fact that another coil with 346 turns had an inductance of a little over 
6,000,000 cm. it is not far away to take the inductance of this coil at lhat figure. 

Jn the experiments presently described a length of wire No. 12 was used (IS meters 
long.) The object was to ascertain the capacity of the wire used in connection with the coil. 
The results of the readings were as follows: 

Coil alone without •ertical wire. 

Capacity in primary circuit Inductance in primary circuit 

36 
-== 18 bottles = 0.0162 mfd 
2 

13 . 
4 - tums+conoectlons. 

16 

Coll with •ertical win No. 12, 15 meters IOlll. 

36 
-=18 bottles= 0.0162 mfd 
2 

14 3/4 twns+ conn. 

The inductance in primary in the first case was 14,530 cm. In second case 51,000 cm, 
approx. 

If c., and c.
1 

be again the capacity of the excited system in the first and second case 
respectively, we have by analogy from previous experiments : 

or 

14;~!0 x 0.0162 
c.,-------

6,000,000 
109 

14,530 x 0.0162 mfd 

6 x 106 

C 
9 x 14,530 x 0.0162 x 10' 311..J 

I ... - ;, ~-. 
• 6 x l06 

Since the capacity in the primary circuit remained the same in both experiments, we 
have: 

5100 5100 
C,1 : C11 - l4,530 : 51,000 and C.1 =-- c., --- x35.3-lll.1S cm. 

1453 1453 

Hence the capacity of wire alone 

c.
1
-e, ,=121.15-35.3= 85.ss cm. 
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This is the actual or effective capacity of the win: as used with the coil. But the 
calculated capacity would be 

I 
C- I 

2 loge
r 

Herc /= 15 meters= 1500 cm. I 
-= 7308 , 

r= 0.0808 l " = 0.20526 cm. 

I log.-- 3.863799 x 2.3 - 8.887 , 

c- 1500 
2 x 8.887 

1500 ----84.4 cm. 
17.774 

According to this estimate the effective capacity would be oo)y about 1.7% larger 
than the calculated capacity. 

Colorado Springs 
Nov. 17, 1899 

Experiments to ascertain capacity of various lengths of vertical win:. 

Coil with 344 turns and No. 10 on drum 14" diam., 8 feel long was used. The wire 
to be tested was No. 12 of a length of 15 meters. The full length was first connected to the 
free terminal of the coil excited as usual and then 3 meters were cul off each time and the 
adjustment of the primary circuit made. The results arc indicated below: 

Capacity in primary circuit Length of vertical wire Inductance in pr. cir. 

22 
-=JI bottles= 0.0099 mfd 15 meters 
2 

21 1/2 turns+conn. 

" ,. 12 .. 19 .. + .. 
.. 9 .. 16 1/4 " + .. 

17 

.. 6 .. 13 3/4 .. + .. 
13 5/8 .. + .. 

.. " 3 10 1/2 .. + .. 

., " 0 7 3/8 .. + ,. 
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ApproxiltlD!e estimates from t~ above readings: 

The inductance of coil 344 turns is assumed to be 6 x f06 cm. which is still to be con
firmed by close measuremenL The inductance of primary when no wire was attached was 
7 3/8 turns + conn.= 23,157 cm. With 3 meters wire attached it was 10 l /2+ ccnl. = 
= 34,642 cm. Hence calling c., and c.i the capacities of the excited system, in the two 
cases respectively we have : 

C = 0.0099 x 23 •1 51 mfd or in centimeters: 
•I 6 X 106 ' 

2n.J6xl0' r., - 10> to' c., 

T - 2 1C I 0 0099 34,642 
Pl 1 o> V . x 1 O' 

c .. ~ 9 x 0.0099 is 23, I 57 _ 34_386 c.m 

60 

and S:oce the capacity in the pr:mary circuit 
was the same in both cases: 

34 642 34,642 
C , - ' c., - x 34.386-51.44 cm . 

•. 23,157 23,157 

The value of effective capacity of the first 3 meters of wire was therefore C02-C01 = 
-=51,44-34,386=17.~ cm. 

Callio,g now c., the capacity of the excited system when 6 meters of wire connected 
to it we have, since in this case the inductance of the primary was 13 3/4 turns+con.n. = 
--47,154 cm. 

c - 47,154 
I) 23,157 

47,154 c.1 - x 34.386 - 70.0l cm. 
23, l 57 

Hence the value of effective capacity of the second piece of wire 3 meters long was 

Now in the case when 9 meters of wire were attached the inductance of the primary 
was 16 l /4 tums+con.n. = 56,779 cm. Calling C" the corrcspondio,g capacity of the e.xcitcd 
system we have: 

56,179 c •• - x 34.386 - 84.307 cm. 
23 , 157 

Hence effective value of the 3n1 piece of 3 meters lco,gth was 

c .• -e,,=84.307-70.02= 14.287 cm. 

Note• In another series of readings for 9 meters the inductance of primary was 
found to be 17 tums+ conn.=59,665 cm. and on this basis I find : 

19 289 



59,665 A . th' ~r rd. 
C , = X 34.386= 88.597 cm. ccord1ng to 1s the eucctive value of •'-e 3 ·pi-.. •• 23,157 ... . .._.. 

3 meters long would then be 

C -C =88.597-70.02=18.577 cm. M t) 

Whe.n l2 meters wire were attached the inductance of primary was found to be 
67,367 

19 turns+conn. = 67,367 cm. Hence similarly C&S=
231157 

x 34.386=106.034cm, and 

from this the vaJue of 4th piece of wire 
c,,-C_.=100.034-84.307=15.727 cm. But according to second reading it would be: 

100.034--88.397=11.437 cm, only. 

Finally, when 15 meters were attached the inductance in primary was : 21 l /2 turns+ 
73,142 

+conn.=73,142 cm, and therefore: C 
6 

x 34.386= 108.609cm. and thls would 
• 23,157 

give as value of the last piece of three meters 

C .-C = 108.609-lOCl.034= 8.575 cm only. 
Iv 15 

Herc possibly inductance of wire begins to assert itself. These values as found are still 
to be considered. 

Colorado Springs 
Nov. 18, 1899 

Experiments were continued to ascertain influence of elevation upon capacity of 
a system connected to earth as in previous instances. Coil 344 turns referred to before 
was again used. Also wire vertical No. 10, 50 feet length and ball 30" diam. The procedure 
was as in a similar case before. The results were as follows: 

Capacity in primary 

36 
-= 18 bottles=0.0162 mfd 
2 

Coil without vertical 1'ire.. 

Inductance in primary 
13 

4 - - h1rns+ conn. 
16 

Coll with verticai wire No. 10, 50 feet. 

36 
-=18 bottles=0.0162 m.fd 
2 

14 3/4 turns+conn. 
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Coil with ball 30" diam. slid on vertical wire. 

Capacity primary Height "Of ball from Inductance in primary 
center to ground 

36 
-=18 bottles=0.0162 mfd. 
2 

10' I" 16 1/4 turns+conn. 

" .. 33' 8" 16 7 /16 ,, +conn. 

.. ,, 51' 311 16 5/8 
" + conn . 

On the basis of these readings the following results are obtained: In the first cxpe-

. d . . 13 riment when the wire was attached, the in uctance m primary was: 4 - turns+conn.= 

= 14,526 cm. Calling again C
11 

capacity of excited system we have 

0.0162 x 
14j~;6 

C11 = mfd 
6 x 106 

109 

c.,- 0.0162x 14,526x9x 105 
= 35,298 cm. 

6 x 106 

16 

In the second case with wire 50 long attached to the excited system the capacity 
of primary being the same as before and the inductance of primary being 14 3/4 turns+ 
+conn=51,004 cm, we have: 

51,004 51,004 c.2 - c.,= x35.298 - 3.51Jx35.298 - 123.93Jcm. 
14,526 14,526 

Hence capacity of wire 

c.2-c •• = 123.93-35.298=88.632 cm. 

Now with ball at its lowest position capacity i11 primary was as before and inductance 
16 I /4 turns+ conn.=56,779 cm. Hence 

56,779 
C,3 - C, 1 = 3.9088 x 35.298 = 137.973 cm. 

14,526 

From this effective value of ball at the height of IO' I '1 was 

- -·~. C,
3
-C,2=137.973-123.931 = 14.042 cm. 

With ball at a height of 33'8" the inductance in primary was 57,502 cm. and at 
the height of 57'3" it was 58,223 cm. As the capacity in primary was the same the values 
for C_. and Css, respectively, are at once found since 

C _ 51,502 C and C ~ 58,223 C 
H 56, 779 S3 • S 56, 779 s J 

From this we find 

C,4= l.Ol27xl37.973 = 139.725 cm, and c.s= l.02543x 137.973=141.482 cm . 

. ,. 
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The effective value of capacity of baU at the height 

of 33' 8" was C -C 1=139.725-123.931 -. lS.794 cm, and 
14 • 

al the height of 57' 3" c.s-e.1= 141.482- 123.931 = 17.551 cm. 
From these results it would appear that from the lowest to the highest position 

there was an increase of about 25% total or per foot of elevation 0.53%. These readings 
were made under conditions not the best. 

Colorado Springs 
Nov. 19, 1899 

In order to further investigate effect of elevation upon the capacity of a system as 
before a cylinder of thfo sheet iron 4" in diam. was prepared in sections 2 meter long 
each, there being 7 sections in all. The separate tubes were slipped one into the other so 
that when one was taken off each time the total length was sbortem;d bx._cxactly two meters. 
The cyEnder was supported vertically above the coil used in the cipcriments by means 
of a cord extending from the wooden structure in previous instances described and the 
experiments were usually begun with the full length of tube and after each adjustment 
one length was taken off. The results were as follows : 

Capacity in primary circuit 
2x 36 

-
2
--=36 bottJes= 0.0324 mfd 

" .. .. 
.. .. 

" .. .. 
.. .. .. 

.. 
.. .. .. 

Inductance in primary 

10 3/4 turns+ conn. 

9 7/8 .. + .. 
8 3/4+ 1/ 16 .. + .. 
7 13/ 16 .. + .. 
6 11 /16 .. + .. 
5 5/ 16 .. + .. 
3 3/4 less 1/32 + .. 
1 3/8+ 1/ 16 .. + .. 

These results arc to be calculated. 

Note: coil used 344 turns drum 14" diam. 8 feet length. 

Colorado Springs 

Length of cylinder 

14 meters 

12 .. 
10 .. 
8 

6 , . 
4 .. 
2 .. 
0 .. 

Nov. 20, 1899 

Experiments with coil 344 turns to determine influence of elevation upon capacity 
of system as before used were repeated. 

The results were 3S follows: 
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Capacity in primary 

2 x 36 
36 bottles= 0.0324 mfd 

2 

Coil alone 

Inductance in primary 

I 3/8 turns+conn. 

Coil with •ertical wire 50 feet (No. 10) 

2 x 36 

2 
36 bottles= 0.0324 mfd 8 1/ 16 turns +conn. 

Capacity primary circuit 

Experiments with ball 30" diam. 

Height of ball from 
center to ground 

2 x 36 

2 
36 bottles = 0.0324 mfd JO' l " 

.. .. 
•• .. 

from this follows : 

.. 

.. 
33' 8" 

57' 3" 

Inductance primary 

8 7/8~nn. 

9 +conn. 
9 l /8+conn. 

When coil was alone the inductance of primary was 1 3/8 turns +conn.=7121 cm. 
Hence, taking inductance of coil=6X 106 cm, we have similarly to preceding 

C _ 0.0324 x 7121 mfd 
11 6 x I ()6 

or C = 9 x JOSx 0.0324x7121 
., 6 x 106 

=34.61 cm, slightly less than found before. 

Now in second experiment with wire connected to vibrating system the inductance 
was 8 1/ 16 turns+coan.=25,472 cm. Since the capacity was the same we have as before 

25,472 
Cu - C,1 - 3.577 x 34.6 I - 123.7999 cm. 

7121 

From this follows for capacity of wire alone 

When ball was at a height of 10'1'' the inductance was 8 7 /8 tums+conn.=28,389 cm; 
in the middle position it was 9 tums+conn. =28,870 cm, and in the highest position it 
was 9+ 1 /8 tums +conn.= 29,351 cm. From this following values are obtained : 

c, ) - 28
•
389 ell - 28

•
389 

x 34.6 1 - 3. 98666 x 34.61 - 137 .9783 cm 
7121 7121 
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t 
28,870 c,. - C, 1 - 4.054 x 34.61 - 1-40.301 cm. and 

7121 

c - 29
•
35 1 

C, 1 - 4. 1218 x 34.61 - 1-42.6SSS cm. 
, , 7121 

The effective capacity of ball at lowest position was 

c -C = 137.9783-123.7999 = 14. 1784 cm. 
~ 12 

At the middle position it was 

C&4-Cn= l40.301-123.7999= 16.5011 cm. 

and at the highest 

c,j-e.:= 142.6555-123.7999u. 18.8556 cm. 

Hence from lowest to highest there was an increase of about .J3% or very nearly 
an increase of 0.7% per foot or 70% per 100 feet. 

Colorado Springs 
Nov. 21, 1899 

Investigation on influence of elevation upon the capacity continued: The same coil 
344 turns on drum of 14" diam., 8 feet long was used. The object was to ascertain the 
relative capacities of a wire in vertical and horl.zontal position. A wire No. 14, 10 meters 
long was experimented with. Results were as follows: 

Coil with "ire vuticaJ, lowest point 
being 8' 8" from crouoct. 

Capacity in primary circuit 

22 
-=II bottles=0.0099 mfd 
2 

Inductance in primary 

17 l /2 tums+ conn. 

Coil with same wire borl.zoatal at 
distance of 8' 8" from ground. 

22 
- = 11 bottles= 0.0099 mfd 
2 

18 turns +conn. 

The capacity in exciting circuit was now changed and readings again taken. the 
results being as follows: 

Capacity primary Induc tance primary 
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6 5/8 tums +conn. 

Coil with same wire borizoatal as before 

36 
2 X·-= 36 bottles= 0.0324 mfd 

2· 
6 3/4 turns+conn. 

I 
I 

Determination of the values of the capacities from precceding readings: 

First set or readings: Wltb wire vertical the inductance in primary circuit was 17 I /2 turns+ 
+ conn.=61,592 cm, and with wire horizontal it was 18 tums +conn.=63,511 cm. Since 
in all cases before the capacity of the coil alone was found to be approximately 35 cm= c.1 

the capacity of the wire in the vertical and horizontal positions was as follows: 

Wiu in horizontal position: 

C _ 0.0099 x 63,517 mfd or C, 
2 

_ 0.0891 x 63,517 cm_ 94.32 cm. 
12 6 x 10' 60 

and this gives for capacity of wire in horizontal position : 

c.2-e., = 94.32-3.5.00= 59.32 cm. 

' 0.0099 x 61,592 0.0891x61,592 9 64 
Wire in vertical position C,1 06 

mfd or 
6 

cm= 1.4 cm, 
6 x 1 0 

and this gives capacity of wire in vertical position: 

c;,-c11 =91.464-35.00=56.464 cm or a little less. 

From second set of readings we get : 

Wire nrtlcal : Inductance in primary was 6 5/8 turns +conn.=20,631 cm. Hence 

c" .. 0.0324 x 20,631 mfd or 0.2916 x 20,631 cm_ 100_26 cm 
al 6 X 10' 60 

and hence value of capacity in this case was for wire alone 

c~ •• =100.26-35=65.26 cm. 

Wire borl%.oatal: Inductance in primary was 6 3/4 turns +conn.=21,052 cm. Hence 

c" 0.0324 x 21,052 mfd or 0.2916 x 21,052 cm_ 1 Ol.l I cm 
12 - 6 x 10' 60 
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and the capacity of the wire in horizontal position was then: 

c '2'-c =102.31- 35.(X.)()=67.31 cm. 
I sl 

These readings do not agree as well as they ought to. 

To be gone over. 

Colorado Springs 
Nov. 22. 1899 

Measurement of small capacities by resonance method. 

This method is suitable to determine capacities too small to be measured in other 
ways conveniently. Coil with 344 turns before described was agai~ used. 
Results: 

Coll alone with short piece of stout wire 
coaected to the free termiaal. 

Capacity in primary circuit Inductance in primary circuit 

2 x 36 

2 

2 x 36 

2 

36 bottles=0.0324 mfd 1 I /2 turns +connections 

Coll with illcandesceat lamp 16 c.p. 100 V with 
two rnameals attached to short thick wire 

36 bottles=0.0324 mfd 
19 

I - turns+conn. 
32 

This test gave an idea of the capacity (effective) of the lamp. The primary inductance 
in first case was 7314 cm. and in the second 7458 cm. from table prepared. From this 
foll~ws : 

C ... 0.0324x7314mfd or C 
1

_ 0.2916x7314cm-JS.S46 cm. 
• I 6 x 10' • 60 

C ~ 0.0324 x 7458 mfd 
1 2 

6 x l0' 
C 0.2916 x 7458 36 246 or 1 2 - cm - . cm. 

6 x 10' 

Here C,
1 

and C,
2 

were respectively the capacities of the system without lamp and with 
lamp attached. Hence the actual or effective capacity of the lamp in this system was 

C -C = 36.246-35.546= 0.7 cm. 
12 SI 
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An appro)i(mate idea is also obtained of the capacity of the short piece of stout 
wire used to atta.ch the small bodies the capacity of which was to be determined. Namely 
t.be capacity of the excited system alone being before determined about 35 cm, the capacity 
of the wire would be 

35.546-35.000= 0.s.46 cm. 

Colorado Springs 
Nov. 23, 1899 

Measurement of smaU capacities by resonance method and mode of determining 
maximum rise before described by means of diminutive circuit was continued. The coil 
with 344 turns was again used and in order to get better readings on the self-induction 
regulating coil in the primary, the primary capacity was reduced. The results were: 

I. 

Coil wUb sllort stoat wire aloae as before. 

Capacity in primary circuit 

36 

Inductance in primary circuit .. 
- = 18 bottles= 0.0162 mfd 
2 

36 
-=18 bottles=0.0162 mfd 
2 

2. 

13 
4 - turns+coo.n. 

16 

Coll with lamp same as before. 

3. 

15 
4 - tums+coo.n. 

16 

Coil with same lamp seal broken 

36 
-=18 bottles = 0.0162 mfd 
2 

31 
4 - tums+conn. 

32 

Note: Curious, the increased capacity probably due to absorption. 
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4. 

Coil with one of my Roentgen tubes 
as descrihed in artlcles E.R. 

36 
2 = 18 bottles= 0.0162 mfd 5 I /8 turns+conn. 

5. 

Coil with "double roc:us tube" target coanected. 

36 
z-= 18 bottles= 0.0162 mfd 5 l / L6 turns+conn. 

6. 

Coil witb same tube oae of the electrodes connected. 

36 
- = 18 bottles= 0.0162 mfd 
2 

5 3/32 tums+conn. 

• Note: all of these tubes developed rays fairly strong while tested. 

7. 

Coil with Lennard tube single terminal as described by me 
E.R., poorly exhausted, streamers passing throup iL 

36 2 = 18 bottles= 0.0162 mfd 5 tums+conn. 

From these m.easurements the capacities can now be found. 

Calling the inductances in the primary circuit in each succeeding experiment respec
tively L 1, L 2, L3 , L 4, L 5 , L 6 and L 7 we have with reference to prepared table: 

L1= 4 13/ 16 turns+ conn. = 14,526 cm. 
L1 = 4 15/ 16 ., +conn.=14,947 ,. 
L,= 4 31 /32 .. +conn.= 15,053 .. 
L4= 5 1/8 ,, + conn.= 15,579 ,, 
L 5= 5 l / 16 ,. +conn.= 15,368 ,, 
L6=5 3/32 ,. +conn. = 15,473 ,, 

L,= 5 .. + conn.=15,158 .. 
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Calling furthermore tile corresponding 
capacities of the excited system 
c.1 •••• c.1 

all of them can be at once determined 
from C

11 
since 

L 2 
C,z-- C.1 

L1 
l) 

CIJ - - C, I t etc. L, 



Now analogous to previous prececdings of this kind 

C _ 0.0162 x L, mfd. C 0.0162 x 14,526 x 9 x 10' 
•' 6 x I 06 or • • - 6 x l 06 - 35.298 cm. 

Taking approximately C
0 

=35.3 cm we have: 

L 1 14,947 c, 2 ~ - C11 - c., - J.029 x 35.3 - 36.324 cm 
L 1 14,526 

L 3 15,053 
C1 l --C1 , = C,,-1.0363 x 35.3 - 36.58 cm 

L, 14,526 

L4 15,579 O 
5 C, 4 ~ L - C11 = C, 1 -1. 72 x 35.3 -37.859cm 

I 14,526 

L 15,368 
C, 5 = :::2 C11 - C11 - 1.058 x 35.3 = 37.347 cm 

L, 14,526 

C 
L, 15,473 

06 ,,- - C, 1 - C, , - I. 52 x 35.3= 37.6 cm 
Li 14,526 

C, 1 - I-, C, 1 -
15

• 1
58 

C,, - 1.0435 x 35.3 - 36.8355 cm 
L, 14,526 

from these 
values 
foUow: 

Capacity effective of lamp experiment 2=C12-C
0
,=36.324-35.3= 1.024 cm. 

3=CaJ-C11= 36.58-35.3= L28 cm. 

4= C
04
-C

1
,=37.859-35.3= 2.S59 cm. 

5=C,
5
-C,

1 
=37.347-35.3= 2.047 cm • 

6==C141-C11=37.6--3~.3= 2.J cm. 

7=C
07

- C
11

= 36.8355-35.3= 1.S355 cm. 

" ., seal broken 

.. of my Roentgen tube exp. 

.. double focus tube target connected 

,. electrode connected 

.. Lennard tube described 

Colorado Springs 
Nov. 24, 1~99 

A test was made with the object of ascertaining how c.lose the table of inductances 
prepared from measured data agreed with the values dete.rmined by resonance method. 
The procedure was as follows : the coil with 344 turns on drum 14" diam., 8 feet 
long was again used as suitable for the test and it was excited in the manner before des
cribed. In order to establish a different relation between capacity and self-induction of the 
primary circuit these constants were in each case varied and the adjustment completed 
until the maximum rise on the terminal or terminals of the excited coil took place. As the 
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period of the system remained in each case the same the products of the capacity and 
self-inductance in primary remained constant also. Now the capacities in the primary 
in the succeeding experiments being known or exactly measurable, the various values of 
inductance in primary were obtained from the relation : 

21t 
The period of the secondary system was T,= 

10
, .JLC:. . 

The inductance of coil 344 turns being about 6 x I 06 cm. and the average value for 
C01 from a number of readillgS with different values of inductance and capacity in pTimary 
circuit being 34.9 cm., the period of secondary or excited circuit was thus given. 

A reading was now ta.ken at random and resonance was obtained with constan.ts in 
primary circuit as follows: 

Capacity in primary circuit Inductance in primary 

36 
-=18 bottlcs= 0.0162 mfd 
2 

13 
4 - turns+conn. 

16 

from this the period of primary circuit was : 

21t ,..,--,,---r. - - y'0.0162 x L 
lo> 

L being the inductance in primary 

L 6 x 10' 34.9 
Now r. - r. or 0.0162 x -- x and from thls we get L in c:cnti-

109 109 9 x 10$ 
meters: 

L- 6 x 10' x 34.9 _ 34.9 x 6 _ 698 - L- l 4,362 cm. 
9 x JO' x 0.0162 9 x 0.0162 0.0486 

by resonance method. 

Now from table prepared: 

{ 

Inductar.ce 4 1/2 turns+ conn.= 13,474 cm. 
. . 13 Inductance 5 turns+conn. = 15, l 58 cm. 
lnductanoc L=4 l6 +conn.= Ind. of 1/2 turns = 1684 cm. 

Ind. of l / 16 turns = 210.5 cm. 

lnd. of 5/ 16 tum=Sx210.5= 1052 cm approx. 

Consequently inductanc.c L=lnd. {4 l /2+ 5/ l6 turn }= 4 _!2 turn+conn.. = 
+conn. 16 

= 13,474+ 1052= 14.S26 cm. 

Agreement fairly close, within about 1%. This shows readings arc reliable. 
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Coloradd Springs 
Nov. 25, 1899 .. _ 

Experiment which follows was made to ascertain how the capacity of the same 
conductor may be altered by different distribution. The experiment was pctformed in 
the following manner. Two lengths of wire No. 10 were taken (rubber covered) and one 
leQgtb was bent zigzag fashion so that a piece with three parallel wires was obtained one 
meter long. The other length was cut in three pieces I meter long each and these were 
connected at the ends. The difference between the two pieces so prepared will appear 

2 

from the sic.etch in which I . shows the zigzag wire and 2. the wire cut in t.brcc pieces joined 
in multiple. The distribution in both cases was radically different. These pieces were one 
after the other placed on the free terminal of a coil with 344 turns and in each case the 
primary adjusted until resonance was observed. The wires were placed veaiCally, in the 
prolongation of the axis of the coil 

An CJtperiment was furthermore made in tuning, not to the real vibration but to 
a higher harmonic (the next octave) of the primary. The results (with spark gaps slightly 
cban.ged) were : 

Capacity in primary circuit 

36 
2 = 18= 0.0162 mfd wttla wtra matdple 

3
2
6 

- 18= 0.0162 mfd witb wire zipac 

Inductance primary 

l 1/8 turns+conn. 

I I I 16 turns +conn. 

Now the primary inductance in the first case was 6736 cm and in the second case 
6635 cm. Hence, the inductance remaining practically the same, the capacity (effective) 
of the zigzag wire was smaller to the extent of nearly 1.6%. 

Colorado Springs 
Nov. 26, 1899 

Determination of the capacity of structure of iron pipes by improved method 
before described. 

Note: Originally the structure, to prevent lateral play, was supported sideways 
by 8 projecting beams at a height of about 80 feet. each beam having fastened into its 
end a strong champagne bottJe. The necks of the bottles abutted against the iron pole 
and prevented sideways play. They were wrapped with tapo to diminish the danger of 
the necks being broken. This arrangement was good enough and withstood the sto rm but 
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it did not allow going beyond a certain pressure as the sparks from the iron pipes' would 
jump to the beams which had the bottles fastened into them. To overcome this ~efect 
a plan was adopted, contrived long ago, which consisted in providing a conical roof or 
hood (made in two parts) rounded on the periphery to reduce loss by leakage and fastening 
four cords under the roof for the purpose of preventing lateral play and steadying this 
pole. This arrangement is excellent as the sparks can not jump upon and foUow the cords 
to the ground being fastened under the roof where the electrical pressure was extremely 

~JOIN! COVERED 
WllH llUBBEA 
AN D IAl'E 

Cl ... MI' 

small. The arrangement is indicated in the sketch. The d imensions of the hood were: 
outside diam. 8 feeL, diam. of small circle on periphery 9". The height of the conical 
surface about 3 l /2 feet . The cords were led to the four comers of the building and fastened 
to the same by means of a cable of sheet wires over which was slipped a rubber hose with 
very thick wall and which was wrapped around three glass insulaters supported on the 
pole on each comer. It was thought of advantage to insulate the ropes thoroughly and 
for this purpose they were soaked about a week in linseed oil boiled out and dried in the 
sun afterward. The cords went down at an angle such that the nearest point of the hood 
was two feet distant. This arrangement permitted the charging of the pole easily up to 
a million volts. This is the best arrangement I have found so far for supporting a body 
to be charged to so high a potential as is necessary for instance in the transmission of mes· 
sages over great distances. It has been in use sinoe a few weeks ago but the measurements 
of capacity of the structure before recorded wore made without the hood. Presently the 
readings were taken with the hood with following results : 

Coll 344 turas drum t•" with lroa structure couected 
to free tenniaal. 

Capacity in primary circuit 

2 x 36 +12 84 
----= -=42 bottles=0.0378 mfd 

2 2 

lnduc:tance in primary circ:uit 

21 I /8 turns +conn. 

Coil with coaoec:tia& wire aloae shifted away Crom 

structure <• feet). 

2 ><3 6 + 12 

2 
42 bottlcs= 0.0378 mfd 
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from this follows : the in:iuctance in primary circuit in the first case was ?S,548 cm: 
in the second Case 12.319 cm referring to table of inductap.ces before U$Cd. Hence capacity 
of CJlcited system in first 

C 
0.0378 x 75,548 ..... 0.3402 x 75,548 c 

11 - m1u, or cm - 11 6 x 10' 60 

. . 0.3402 x 12,319 . . . 
And sumlarly C i""' cm, C .• being capacity of excited system in second • 60 ~ 

experiment.I This gives for actual or effective capacity of stradurc witb boocl 
I 

0.3402 0.3402 c.1 - C,2 - (7 5,548 - 12,319) cm - x 63,229 cm - 358.5 cm. 
60 6G 

• Saull comx:tioos for inductance may have to be t.aUn later. 

Effective capacity of structure of iron pipes with new hood again determined by 
resonance method. The new .. extra ooil" was used, its inductance being as before 0.02 H. 
The readings were as follows : 
Capacity in primary Inductance in Prim.ar>.' 

Coll wftb structure and connecting wire 

5x 36-12= 168 bottles= 0.1512 mfd 20 3/8 turns+oonn. 

CoU wilb CG•ectf91 wire alw placed at 4 ft. distance 

4 X36=- 144 bottJcs= 0.1296 mfd 7 turns+ conn. 

SO bottlcs= 0.045 mfd 
40 .. = 0.036 mfd 
38 .. = 0.0342 mfd 
39 .. = 0.0351 mfd 

From these readings follows : 

other readio.gs : 
17 1/4 turns+conn 
20 turns+ oonn. 
20 3/4 turns+ conn. 

(approx) 20 3/8 turns+conn. 

Inductance in first case, with structure, in primary was 20 3/8 turn+ conn. = 72,661 cm. 
Inductance in second case, without structure, in primary was 7 turn+conn. = 21,894 cm. 

Calling c,l a.nd cal the effective capacities of the excited system in the two cases 
respectively, we have: 

or 

C~,. 0.1512 x 72, 661 mfd, and C,
2 

_ 0. 1296 x 21,894 mfd, hence 
2 x 107 2 x 101 

C - C _ 0.1512 x 72,661-0.1296 x 21,894 _ 
11 

"
2 

2 x I 01 

10,986.3432- 2837.4624 

2 x 107 

8148.88(8 
mfd, 

2 x I 01 

9 x 8148.8808 366 7 ----- cm- • cm. 
2 x 102 

effective capacity of structure with hood. 
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Capacity of structure without hood before found with extra coil was 311.2 cm. hcnoe 
for hood alone we get 366. 7-31 l.2=55.5 an. From first and last reading it appears that 

168 . ··-
the secondary capacities in the two cases were as 

39 
. Now the capacity of excited system 

in last reading was 

Cal
. _ 0.0351 x 72.661 m"..t · 

1u, or Ca- 144.77 cm. 
2 x 107 

From this would follow value 

Hence 

c:, - 168 
x 114.77- 494.39 cm. 

39 

c;1-C~=494.39-l 14.77=379.62 CIL 

This value does not agree quite closely with that before found but the tuning was 
not quite exact in last case. 

Note: It now seems that the tuning in all previous cases when structure was deter
mined was made to the first octave instead of to the fundamental tone. Dis is to be u
catained. If this be so then capacity would be much greater. 
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Colorado Springs Notes 
Wee. 1-31, 1899 

To be completed: 

Dec. 11, 12, 13 Application for Page for separa.tion of pseous mixtures by high 
tension discharge of oscillator. 

Dec. 17 Description of phenomenon Oil Pike's Peak in the few days of eclipse of 
moon. 

Patent note 

Increase of capacity uses in the arts and scientific measurements. 
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Coloratk> 6prillgs 
Dec. I, 1899 

Some particulars about the apparatus used in the experiments lrere. 

Tire connections of tire bottles in the two tanks frequently referred to as the "old tanks", 
to which the primary cables and the regulating coil were usually connected and by means 
of which the finer adjustments of capacity in the 
primary circuit were made, are as shown in the 
sketch. The top brass plate has 16 plugs disposed 
at equal distances in a square and the 36 bottles 
in the tank being connected by copper springs as 
indicated, each plug eubled the cutting out or in 
of two bottles, with the exception of the four 
central plugs which cut in or out three bottles 
each. Thus the- smallest variation of the capacity 
on one side was one bottle or 0.0009 mfd, approx. 
But with the tanks in two sets in series as usually 
employed it was one half of one bottle. Consider
ing the largoe number of bottles the variation was 

0 

[ 

small enough for most purposes. The bottles in the new tanks were divided in three 
sets, twelve bottles in each. 

Measured length of all connections on the condenser sets in primary: 

From top of right condenser to break ....................... . 

Through break wheel and sp. rod .... ...... ... . ............. . 

From back to regulating coil ........ . ........................ . 

Up through second break and rod ·.: ..................... .. .. . 

Connection to left condenser ................................. . 

To bottoui .of' left condenser ............ . ............... . .... . 

Connection on bottom between condensers 

Up to top of right condenser .. .. .............. .. ...... .... . . 

l " 
2' 5 - = 29.5" 

2 

I " 
2' 4 -=28.5" 

2 

3' 10" = 46" 

l ' 10" =22" 

3' 7" = 43" 

I " 
I' 8 -=20.5" 

2 

3' 6" = 42" 

I' 8 ~=20.5" 
2 

Total length of connections is thus 252"=641 cm, nearly or 21 feeL The section of 
the connections is partially that equal to the cable used in primary 1 cm radius and par
tially less. The inductance determined by resonance analysis is about 5000 cm total. The 
calculated value a trifle more. 
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Colorado Springs 

Dec. 2., 1899 

Various ways of tuning circuits or determining the maximum of ruonant rise. 

In the course of the experiments conducted here a number of such ways have been 
resorted to most of which have been described or at Jeast referred to, but it may be useful 
to record here once more those which have been found most satisfactory. They are dia
gramatically illustrated in Figs. 1-S. belov: 

c 

d 

2. c 

~ 
od 

In arrangement illustrated in Fig. I. a 
small circuit c1, in very loose inductive con
nection with the resonating circuit C, is used 
to detect the maximum. This small circuit 

J , c 

d 

'· c 

r! 

5 , c 

c1 which exercises no appreciable reaction upon circuit C contains another coil c" or 
clse"·a resistance which is noninductive for the purpose of adjusting the effect to suit the 
indicating device d which is most generally a microscopic spark gap, vacuum tube or any 
bot wire instrument, as a minute lamp specially made to suit the purpose, a Cardew volt
meter or any other instrument. In Fig. 2. the adjustment of the effect upon dis effected 
by turning the circuit around a point o or else by approaching small circuit c1 to or reced
ing with same from circuit C. In Fig. 3. a number of turns of the resonating circuit C 
are spanned by device d, this number being adjustable. In Fig. 4. again a small coil c" 
in series with coil C is placed inductively in connection with a small circuit c"' which 
again may be adjustable in the manner shown or in any other way. Finally in Fig. S. a small 
coil c" in series with C is spanned by device d. Coil c" has its turns adjustable. Tlrls method 
seems besL 
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Colorado Springs 

Dec. 3, 1899 ··-

Determination of free .,ibration of new ''extra coil". No. JO wire wound on frame 
8' 3" diam. and 8' length modified by taking off five turns on top and placing the last five 
turns two grooves apart instead of one groove as the rest of turns. In this modification 
there are just 100 turns in the coil The excitation was effected from the secondary the 
connection being made to a point o 3/4 turns from the ground plate as indicated in the 

SECONOARY 

diagram. The maximum rise was determined by means of a diminutive lamp shunting 
a few turns of an adjustable small coil in series with the extra coil, the small coil being of 
an inductance entirely negligible as compared with that of the extra coil The readings for 
resonating condition were as follows : 

Capacity in the primary or 
exciting circuit 

Inductance in the pr. or exc. circuit 

2 x 36 

2 

4 x 36 

2 

36 bottles= 0.0324 mfd 

72 bottles= 0.0648 mfd 

16 1/ 16 turns regulating coil+! primary 
tum, that is two primary cables in multiple 
as modified by reaction of secondary. 

S S/8 turns of coil+ primary as above. 

From first reading, taking the inductance of pnmary tum as modified by the secon

dary 41,000 cm, the period of the oscillation was T1= ~; v'0.0324 L, L the inductance 

of primary being that of primary tum+ 16 1 / 16 of regul. coil= 4 I ,000+ 56,000= 97 ,000 cm. 
This gives 

2 7t ~ 97 2 7t _ I 
T, - I0'0.0324 x IO' - IO' v 0.0324 x 97 -

2 TC x l. 7 73 - 11. 13444 and a - 90,000 aearly. 
IO' I06 
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From scconJ reading. the inductance of 5 5 /8 turns of regulating coil i>eing 17,JOO cm 
and tot.al inductance of primary 41,000+ 17,300= 58,300 cm. We have the" pc_riod 

2 TC I 583 2 TC 
T1 - Io> \I 0.0648 x I 07 - l O' y 0.0648 x 58.3 -

6.28 x 1.944 12.2 d 82 000 - - -- an a - , approx. 
104 104 

Note: The tuning was very sharp in both cases, but in the second case the secondary 
reaction was smaller, i.e., inductance of the primary greater. 

Colorado Springs 
_ . Dec. 4. 1899 

Experiments to establish equivolmce bctwccn the inductanu of tire primary loop comprising 
two primary cables in multiple (with seeondory reacting) and that of turns of tire regulating 

coil in primary circuit. 

Resonance analysis was resorted to and the coil of 344 turns on drum 14" diam. 
8 rt. long, wire No. 10 was again used. The coil employed bad a very small regulating 
coil in series, and a minute lamp placed across the few turns of this latter coil was employed 
to ascertain the maximum resonant rise in the coil excited. The results were as follows: 

Capacity in the primary circuit 

8 jars on each side, that is 4 jars= 
.... o .0036 mfd 

Capacity same as above 

Inductance in the primary circuit 

1. 

One primary loop as above+6 3/4 turns 
reg. coil. 

• Small coil io series with coil of 344 turns bad 
9 turns in circuit uttirdy 11qfigib/,. 

2. 

15 l /4 turns regulating p. coil only 

• Small coll had 22 turns inserted, still entirely 
negligible apinst 344 turns coiJ 

Since resonance was obtained in both cases and the primary capacity in both tests 
remained the same we have the primary inductances in both cases equal and from this 
follows that under the contlitions of these lests the inductance of the primary as modified 
by the secondary was equivalent to 15 I /4-6 3 /4 turns of the primary regulating coil 
Now from the table of inductances the value for the 15 1 /4 turns is 52,930 cm and that 
for the 6 3/ 4 turns, inserted in the first case, is 21,052 cm. Hence the inductance of primary 
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cables in this instance was 

L,,=52,930-21,052=31,378 cm. 

Thus the secondary, though ••open", diminished in this case the primary inductance from 
56,400 cm to the above value or about 43.48%. 

Colorado Springs 
Dec. 5, 1899 

Experiments to ascertain equivalence of inductance of primary loop (two primary cables 
in multiple) with secondary reacting, and inductance of turns of regulating primary coil 

under modified conditions. 

Again the coil with 344 turns was used and the maximum resonant rise in same de-· 
termined in the manner described before. A greater capacity was used this time in the 
primary so as to come closer to the free vibration of the secondary and thus cause a stronger 
reaction upon the primary loop. The conditions for resonance were satisfied with the 
following values: 

Capacity in primary circuit 

2x 36 
36 bottles=0.0324 mfd 

2 

Capacity in primary circuit 

2 x 36 

2 
36 bottles=0.0324 mfd 

1. 

Inductance in primary circuit 

21 3/4 turns pr. regulating coil only 

2. 

Inductance in primary circuit 

one primary loop as above+ 15 I /2 
turns reg. coil. 

Since to both tests the primary capacity was not changed in the least the inductance 
of the primary loop in this instance was equivalent to that of 21 3/4 turns, less that of 
15 1 /2 turns of the regulating coil in the primary. This means the inductance of the primary 
loop was equivalent to that of 21.75-15.5=6.25 turns of the primary regulating coil or 
it was 6.25 x 3850=24,063 cm only. Induct. diminished 57.33%. This is a still smaller 
value than found yesterday but is very probably near the maximum as the secondary 
showed evidence of a resonating condition. These experiments show the danger of allowing 
for the amount of secondary reaction. This is to be borne in mind. 
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Coloralio Springs 
Dec. 6. 1899 

Further experiments to ascertain equivalen~ of inductance of the primary loop (two primary 
cables in multiple) with ucondary reacting, and that of turn1 of primDry regulating coll 

under conditions again modified. 

ln the present tests the "new extra coil" modified so as to have only 100 turns was 
used (tltis is to be explained). The coil was used exactly as that of 344 turns before and 
the mu.imum me was detennined in the same way a.nd by the same means as in preceding 
cases. The results of the two comparative tests were as follows: 

1. 

Capacity in the primary circuit Inductance in primary cin::uit 
s x 36 - 24 156 

2 
- 2 = 78 botUcs= 0.0702 mfd 11 5/16 turns of primary regul. coil only 

Capacity in primary circuit 
same as above= 0.0702 mfd 

2. 

Inductance in primary cin::uit 
one primary turn+ 3 1/2 turns reg. pr. coil 

From these tests it follows that under present conditions the inductance of the pri
mary loop with secondary reacting was equivalent to that of 11 5/16 turns less that of 
3 1 /2 turns of the primary regulating coil. Now the table of inductance gives inductance 
of the 11 S/ 16 tums= 37,77S cm, and that of the 3 I /2turns= 11,164 cm. He.nee the induc
tance of the primary loop under these conditions was 

Lp= 37,775-l l,164= l6,611 cm. 

The secondary was resonating to some extent but not as well as in experiments 
reoorded yesterday. The diminution of inductance due to secondary reaction was here 
52.82 %. 

Note: These tests make it advisable to break the secondary on more points when 
the primary is used for inductance. 
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Colorad'1 Springs 
Dec. 7, 1899. 

Experlmenu to ascertain to what extent induced currents In the ground might affect the 
primaq and secondary oscillating sysll!ms now used in the laboratory. 

Resonance analysis was resorted to and the experiments were perf ormcd in the 
following manner : a square frame 11 ' I /4" each side and 3 3 /4" high. wound with 14 turns 
wire No. 10 was supported horizontally above the ground, its elevation above the latter 
be~ng made adjustable. This coil was tuned in various positions and the effect of the ground 
observed on the change of the period of oscillation in the various positions. ln order 
however to get a better range of reading and also to reduce as much as practicable 
the effects of the distributed capacity in the coil wound on the square frame the same was 
joined in series with another coil of 344 turns wound on a 14" diameter drum, which was 
before used, but so that the coil on the square frame was between the ground connection 
and the coil of 344 turns, this for the purpose of maintaining between the turns of the 
square coil a comparatively small difference of potential thus reducing the effect of dis
tributed capacity of the same. By using the addition.al coil the vibration was rendered 
slower and a better range of reading was secured. The two coils were excited i'n the manner 
repeatedJy referred to and described, the maximum resonant rise being determined by 
means of a minute lamp shunting a few adjustable turns of a very small coil of 
entirely negligible inductance which was in series with both the coils used. 

The results of the tests are indicated in the following table : 

Capacity 10 primary exciting Distance of square Inductance in primary 
circuit coil from ground circuit 

l. 
4 x 36 

2 
..,. 72 bottles=0.0648 mfd J' 3"+0 4 l /4 less l /32 turn 

reg. pr. coil 

2. .. .. l ' 3"+2' 4 l /16 turns reg. pr. coil 

3. .. .. l ' 3"+4' 4 less 1/32 .. 
4. .. .. l ' 3"+6' 3 7/8+1/32 .. 

It is to be stated by way of explanation that the floor wa.s I' 3" above ground. 
A &imp\e in$pott.\ion of \he above rcsu\ts shows that induced currents do not prominently 
assert themselves. This might have been expected considering the extreme dryness of the 
ground which, as before pointed out, made it too difficult at the outset of these experiments 
to get a good ground connection. But it is evident from the above table that the electrostatic 
capacity is an important element. This is quite evident since the vibration of the system 
comprising the square coil is quickened by elevation of the frame. If there were induced 
currents generated in the ground it would be just the opposite. Since the capacity in the 
primary excitini circuit remained the same in all four experiments the capacity of the 
excited circuit, the inductanoc of which remained the same, was varied exactly as the 
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inductance of the primary circuiL Now with reference to the table of inductancci the in
ductances in experiments I, 2, 3, and 4, respectively, were: 12,824, 12,46}, 12,247 and 
12,103 cm. The increase of distance from I to 2 was 160%; from 2 to 3 61.5%.;Trom 3 to 
4 38.2%. Putting results together we have: 

Increase of distance 

2· 160X 
2' 61 .'5% 
2' 38.2% 

Amount of the diminu
tion of capacity 

361 
216 
144 

The numbers indicate a general 
proportionality but now the capa
city of the excited system should 
be known. 

Thb. will be followed up. 

• Capacity of primary cab!o; with ref~ to earth should be determined. 

Colorado Springs 
-Oec. 8, 1899 

In response to note from I. Hawthorne forwarded to "Northamerican" Plu1adelphia, 
dispatch as follows : 

"In response to a request from friend I. Hawthorne the following statement: 

"Confining myself to my chosen sphere, I believe that the mastery of electrical forces 
was as great and beneficial an achievement as the Century bas witnessed. As to the im
mediate future my thoughts arc dominated by two ideas, one of which is a lready realized, 
while the other is on the eve of accomplishment. The art of governing the mo
vements and performances of distant automatons, enabling machines to act as 
creatures endowed with a mind, will demonstrate to the leading nations the fu
tility of armaments and impracticability of the present life destroying implements 
of war and will lead to more permanent peaceful relations, in harmony with the 
humanitarian spirit and enlightenment of the age; while the art of transmitting 
electrical energy through the natural media, without the use of leading wires, over 
vast distances, from great centers, as Niagara, will open up inexhaustible resourses 
of wealth and power and, by rendering immense amounts of the energy of the sun 
available to the wants of man, will perhaps make it possible for him to produce 
similar-wonderful changes and transformations on the surface of our globe as are, to 
all evidence, now being wrought by intelligent bcin_gs on a neighbouring planet." 

N. Tesla 

Experiment to determine the inductance of coil wound on the square frame before used by 
ntcans of resonance analysis and another known coil: 

The square coil was connected in series with coil of 344 turns as before and maximum 
rise was determined in the same way as described in precc.-ding experiments. The resonant 
condition was obtained with 
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Coil 344 turns in s.eriu with squnre coil 

Capacity in primary or exciting 
circuit 

Inductance in primary circuit : 

36 
-= 18 bottles= 0.0162 mfd 
2 

5 less 1/32 turns reg. coil== 15,000 cm approx. 

With coil 344 turns a!C'ne 

36 2" = 0.0162 mfd IS less 1/16 turns reg. coil = Sl,700 cm 

Assuming now that the addition of capacity when coil on square frame is connected 
in series be negligible, as will be the case when the coil which is to be measured is very 
small in comparison to the other we may assume, since the capacity in the primary circuit 
was the same in both experiments, that the inductances in the primary or exciting circuit 
are as the inductances of the excited circuit in both the successive tests. Calling inductance 
of square coil L and remembering that inductance of the coil with 344 turns was before 
recorded to be 0.006 henry, we have: 

L+0.006 ~ 51,700 _ 517 and 517 x0.006 - 0.006 -L -
0.006 15,000 150 150 

-0.006x - -1 -0.006x - -L-0.01468 henry. 
(
517 ) 367 
150 150 

The correctness of this estimate is of course based on the assumption that the capacity 
added to the excited system by the square coil is very small compared with the total ca
pacity. 

Colorado Springs 

Dec. 9, 1899 

Results obtained Dec. 1, with square coil in various positions reconsidered. 

The results referred to indicate that the induced currents generated in the ground 
arc of little or no moment but that the capacity owing to nearness of ground may be of 
great importance. To get a better idea of the variation of the capacity and also to settle 
any doubt as to the influence of the induced currents it is necessary to estimate the capacity 
of the system which was excited. For the present purpose it is thought the consideration 
of the "ideal" capacity of the coils will lead to results not far from the truth. Now on a 
previous occasion the "ideal" capacity of a coil with 344 turns was found to be 34.6 cm. 
Since this "ideal" capacity increases with the square of the length of the turns, owing 
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to the fact that it increases with the energy stored in simple proportion, and the energy 
again in proportion to the square of the difference of pressure between each two adjacent 
turns, the difference of pressure is simply proportionate to the length. Now the length of 
one tum on square coil is 4 x I l ' l /4"=4 X 132.5"=530". The ooil of 344 turns being 
wound on a drum 14" diam., the length of each of its turns is 3. l416x 14"=44" nearly. 
The "ideal" capacity of the square coil will therefore be, considering also turns, 

14 (530 2 265 )2 14 
-x - ) x i<tpl cap. of coil 344 turns= (- x --x34.6= 145. 1 x l.4 = 203.14cm. 
344 44 22 344 

1 Hence total " ideal" capacity will be the sum of these, that is approximately 238 cm. This 
value obtained at a given height above ground being known. we can now calculate the incre
ments of capacity, or decrements of same as the coil is approached to or removed from 
the ground and it ought to be found that these increments or decrements are proportionate 
to the distances of coil from ground in the successive positions of the coil. I think that it 
is unnecessary to go through the trouble at present because it is very probably so. 

Note: Such proportionality would be destroyed if there would be any appreciable 
currents generated in the ground. 

Colorado Springs 

Dec. I 0, 1899 

Estimate of turns of "Extra coil" to be used with the structure of iron pipes as capacity 
on fru terminal. 

In a previous test resonance was obtained with new extra coil and elevated structure 
as capacity with 

Capacity in primary exciting circuit 

168 bonles= 0.1512 mfd 

Inductance in primary circuit 

20 3/8 turns reg. coil 

In this test the extra coil had 105 turns. The turns being now reduced to 100, the 

(
100)

1 

inductance of the coil will be smaller by a ratio of 
105 

= 0.907. Hence instead of 

20,000,000 cm as before, the inductance of the coil will be 20 x 0.907 million cm 
or 18,140,000 cm = 0.018 henry approx. Had the above lest been performed with the coil 
so modified, the capacity in the primary exciting circuit - assuming th~ inductance the 

18. 14 
same - would have been smaller by a ratio of--or we would hAve had instead of 

20 
18. 14 . fi 

168 bottles about - -x 168= 153 bottles approXJmately= 0.0009 x l53 = 0. 13759 m d 
20 

capacity. We have therefore as basis for computation: 
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Extra coil willr structwe: I. 

Ca.,.aty-primary: 0.13759 mfd Inductance-primary: 20 3/8 turns reg. 
coil+conn. 

Now in another le$t of extra coil but without structure results were 

Extra coil alone: 2. 

Capacity-primary: 0.0648 mfd Inductance-primary: 5 5/8 turns reg. 
coil. +conn. 

These data enable us to determine bow many turns arc to be left off. on bottom of 
coil in order that it be in resonance with the primary exciting system under the best work
ing conditions of tlu latter" the structure being connected to the coil. 

Now the secondary, to be at best. should work with all jars available and the regula
ting coil should be all cut out in the primary. TIUs is namely the condition corresponding 
to full output and highest economy. Under such working conditions the secondary will 
modify greatly the inductance of the primary and for the present appro~ma~ estimate 
it will be close enough to assume a diminution of about 50% of the primary inductance 
so that the latter may be put at 28,000 cm. This would then give in Test 2 : 

Capacity-primary 
0.0648 mfd 

Extra coil aloM 

Inductance-primary 
28,000+5 5/8 turns reg. coil+ conn .... 
= 28,000+ 17 ,263 = 45,300 cm. approx. 

But capacity in primary with al/ jars as would be required for best working would be 
8 

x
2 

36 

= 144bottJes .... 0 .1296 mfd. Reduced to this capacity the inductance in primary would 
0 .0648 

have been in reading 2. instead of 45,300 cm only - - x 45,300- 22,650 cm. 
0.1296 

Taking now reading I . when *1Jcture was connected to the free terminal of coil 
the inductance in primary was 20 3/8 turns+conn. = 72,660 cm from table. But in this 
case the capacity was 0.13759 mfd. Reducing this to the capacity when secondary works 
best, that is, to 0.1296 mfd the inductance with this capacity would have been larger by 

0. 13759 
a ratio of · · 1.048 or it would have been 72,660x l.048= 76, 150 cm, approx. 

0. 1296 
Thus we have the following data : 

Extra coil with structure connected: a) 

Capacity in primary 0.1296 mfd Inductance in primary = 76,150 cm and 

Extra coU alone without structure: b) 

Capacity in primary 0.1296 mfd Inductance in primary 22,650 cm. 
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Now to secure resonance with structure attached ud under ~t working conditions 
of the exciting sys:em with possibly only a very few turns of the regulating coil in primary, 

we have from above to reduce inductance of extra coil by a ratio of 
22

•
650

. For same 
76, 150 

length turns wilJ be 

Colorado Springs 

/filS I 00 - 54-SS t. VillS x 

Dec. 14, 1899 

Test to ascertain free YibraJion of new "Extra Coil System" (latest) 

The new "extra coil" latest type is wound on same frame 8' 3" diam. and 8 feet 
in length, the wire being this time No. 6 instead of wire No. 10 as before. There are presently 
just 100 turns. A coil of No. 6 wire wound on drum 14" diam. and a.icet long, which was 
used repeatedly before, was connected in series with this latest cxtia coil and resonance 
determined by means of the adjustable small inductance as usual and a miniature lamp 
shunting the turns. The results with no capacity on the terminal which was "free" were: 

Capacity in primary circuit 

Sx 36 180 
- - = -=90 bottles=0.081 mfd 

2 2 

Inductance in primary circuit 

One primary tum (two cables in multiple)+ 
+3 turns regul. coil 

When a ball 30" diam. with 4 feet of wire was connected to the free terminal the 
readings were: 

Capacity-primary: 0.081 mfd lnducWlCC-primary: as above. only 7 l /2 
turns in regul coil. 

In both cases the excitation was effected through the secondary of the oscillator 
from a point of the same 3 /4 turns from ground plate. In the first case the inductance of 
primary, taking into consideration the secondary reaction, is estimated at 41,000 cm. 
Adding to this the inductance of connections and 3 turns of regulating coil= 10,000 cm 
the total inductance was about 51,000 cm. This with a capacity of 0.081 mfd would give 
the p,criod of the system comprising the two coils in series 

21t J 51 21t 12.15 
T, -

1 
()l V 0.081 x 

1 
O' -

106 
x 2.03 - ""'TO' approx. and n - 78.500 

approx. per second. When the capacity of a ball of 30" diam. is associated with the system 
we have the inductance of the primary circuit, as before, 41,000 cm for the primary turn 
with secondary reacting plus 7 1 /2 turns regulating coil and connectioos= 23,580 cm. 
with reference to the table, that is, total= 64,580 cm. The period in the second case was 
therefore 

T - 21t ~0081 6458 _ 2 ~ .J 523098 _ 6.28x 22.9 - 143.8 
' I Ql • x IO' 107 • I 07 I 07 
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and n=70,000 approll .. 'The coil connected in seri~s with the extra coil was wound on a · 
drum used bef~re. In one case this drum was wound with wire No. 10, 346 turns an~_in·. 
this case it bad an inductance of 6,040,000 cm. The new "extra coil" latest having 18,000,000 
cm approximately, the total inductance may be placed closely enough at 18,000,000+ 

+ ( ~!!) 
1 

x 6,000,000 cm, the coil in series with the e.xtra coil here used having 283 turns. 

This gives inductance total 18,000,000+ 4,000,000 approx.=22,000,000 cm. Now if the 
latter coil of 283 turns would have been omitted then the system would have vibrated 
quicker in proportion 

/22 x 106 _ fii _ v'TJ ~I 106 V1sx106 VIS 3 · 

times or since n in the first case was= 78,500, the · extra coil a!one will vibrate 
1.106 x 78,500=86,800 approx. If the inductance in primary be left the 5&IDC as in the first 

case then the number of bottles will be reduced by a ratio of ..!,! -= _!. or instead of 90 bot-
22 11 

90 x 9 810 . 
tlestotalwe shaJlwant --=.__=74 bottles or nearly so; this means 148.bottles on 

11 11 
each side or about 4 tanks. This is only an approximate estimate for firSt guidance. 
Perhaps the reaction of the secondary is somewhat overestimated in this case as it was not 
resonating in these tests or near the resonating condition. 

• Witb fiaurcs taken from t10COod test the results are very nearly the same. 

Colorado Springs 
Dec. 15, 1899 

list, for future reference, of some coils wed in the experiments up to pre.rent. 

Coil wound on drum 25.25" diam. cord No. 20 404 turm I Length of 
Coil .. .. cord No. 10 259 .. this drum 
Coil .. .. wire No. 10 274 .. 71 1/2" appr. 
Coil .. 24" diam. wire No. 6 207 .. 70 3 /4" long 
Coil ., - · !'· 10 5/16 .. Bell wire No.18 550 .. 
Coil .. 14" .. cord No. 10 346 .. I 

Length of 
Coil •• 14" .. Bell wire No.18 1314 .. this drum 
Coil .. 14" .. No. 6 wire 283 8 feet appr. 
Coil 

" 
5" .. No. 2 .. 91 

" 38 1 /4" long 
Coil .. 5" .. No. 6 .. 129 .. 38 3/4" .. 
Coil .. 4'' .. No. lO .. 185 " 4 ft. long. 
Coil 4" .. No. to .. 141 .. 3 fL 

" 
Coil .. 30 1/2" .. No. 25 .. 132 l /2 turns 

• Slip. resonanoe 

319 

I 

- 1 

-1 

I 



C.oil on drum 26" diam. 
upright staud 136 turns 

Coil on spool 12" diam. 
No. 6 wire 
2 1/8" long 28 layers Bell wire .. No. 18 

turns = 20 x 28+ 8 x 27= S<i0+216= 776 turc.s {
to 20 lay. 28} 

.. 28 lay. 27 

• ~p. to ddaminc periods ol vibration. 

New extra coil as first wound 8' 3" diam .• 8 ft long, lOS turns No. 6 wire, between 
grooves 1/2". A number of these coils have been before descn'bcd and their inductances 
measured. Since the same drums were repeatedly wound with different wires it is easy 
to determine the inductances on the bases of data before recorded with some of them. 
It is proposed to make later a complete table of the coils with the inductances and other 
particulars worked out 

DJ/orado Springs 
Dec. 16, 1899 

In carrying on some experiments to ascertain the effects of induction from the pri
mary circuit of the oscillator in the laboratory, at a distance from the same, a square 
frame described oo a previous occasion was used. This frame was 11' l /4"-132.5'' = 
= 336.55 cm long and as much wide and 3 3/4"=9.525 cm deep. It was wound with 14 
tu.ms of wire No. 10. To ascertain the period of vibration of this coil a formula before 
arrived at and frequently used was again emplo~. This formula applies to coils of ciroular 
cross section but it was thought that the resulu would be close enough also for the square 
coil with due allowances. To apply the rule the square •ur(a.oe was converted into a circular 
one equal to it and the diameter of the I.alter wu calculated. Fioally an allowancic was made 
for the diminished length of the wire on the circular coil for the same number of turns. 

D l rr: 
Calling D the diameter of the circle we have 4 - 336.552 from which follows D- 380 cm. 

approximately. The formula referred to is 

3 x 1010 y (T+d)'T 
p - J>lN y n'X..fd 

Here -r= distancc of wires= 0.46 cm; d= diam. of wire= 0.254 cm; 

('T+d)=0.714; VT (-r+ d)= 0.S73; 
S2 

X as found = - ; Yd=O.S; N -= number of turns= 14; p = natural frequency of coil to 
10' 

be found. 
This gives in the present case : 

3 x 101° x 0.573 
P- -

3 . 14 16><3802 x 14 x~3· 1 4 : ~xS2 x 0.5 
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6 X IQIO X 573 6 X 10' X 573 

3. 1416 x l44,400 X" l4 xy3.l416xS2 44 _x 1444xy'3.1416 x 52 ·-

3438 x 10• 

44 )( 1444 x 12.8 

3438 x 10' 

813 ,300 

3438 x 10' . 
---- - 423,000 approximately 

8133 

and n -
423

•
000 

- 67,360 nearly. 
21t 

This would be for a cylindrical coil of 14 turns, but the turns of the square coil are longer 
and, since the inductance is proportionate to the square of the length of wire, and the 
frequency again proportionate to the square root of the inductance, 11 will be smaller in 

4 x 336.55 11 93 · 1193 
proportion 3. 

1
4

16 
x 

380 1346 
or the system will vibra1e about 

1346 
x 67,360 or 

roughly 60,000 per sec. The experiments showed it vibrated nearly this number of tim~. 

Colorado Springs 
Dec. 31, 1899 

Of the photographs taken here from Dec. 17 to Dec. 31, 1899 by Mr. Alley the fol
lowing were forwatded through him to my friends of the Century: 

I. Front view of laboratory from Pike's Peak side. lsochromatic 11" x 14" plate. 
Time - afternoon before su:nseL This is a very fine photograph showing well the advantage 
of the pure atmosphere here. Such sharpness of outlines and amount of detail could not 
be obtained in New York, for instance. I conclude that the high quality of photographs 
obtainable in these parts is not so much due to the skill of the professionals as to the pure 
atmosphere and abundance of light. 

IJ. View of interior showing half of circle of oscillator frame with several coils 
grouped inside; Westinghouse traruformer, lightning arresters in baclcground, also part 

of central "extra coil" latest pattern and a 30'' ball on stand. The photograph was taken 
late in the afternoon. Light was rather feebly diffused. The plate was as before, 11" x 14" 
isochromatic: 

lll. View of interior, cbietly showing condensers, break motor and regulating coil 
in primary of oscillator. Westinghouse high tension transformer and supply transformers 
in background, also arresters. Plate same as before, the photograph was taken at the same 
time, practically as that described under IJ. The diffused daylight was very feeble. Both 
of these plates are excellent. 

IV. View of laboratory from the rear by moonlight; J h 20 min. exposure. Moon 
about 2/3 full. Showing Pike's Peak Range and all details of building very sharply. Such 
photographs by moonlight could be secured only in a few places. Plate 5amc as before, 
11" x 14" isochromatic. 
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Phot. I. Front view of Laboratory from Pike's Peak side. 
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Phot. II. View of interior showing half of circle of oscillator frame with several coils inside. 
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Phot. TII. View of interior, chiefly showing condensers, break motor and regulating coil in primary of 
oscillator. Westinghouse high tension transformer, supply transformers and arresters in background. 

324 



• ·~ 

i 

Phot. IV. View of laboratory from the rear by moonlight. 
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Phot. V. View of interior showing a number of coils differently attuned and responding to vibrat ion 
transmitted to them from an electrical oscillator<41>. 
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Phot. YI. Normally excited "extra coil". 
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Phot. VII. View of "extra coil" in action. 
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V. View of interior much the same as in II. The secondary and various coils placed 
inside, particularly the central "extra coil", are resonating. The latter is connected to a 
point of the first secondary turn about 3/4 turns from ground connection, nevertheless 
the streamers are powerful. Other coils are connected to the same point while a ball 30" 
on a stand and a coil on a stand are connected to the last turn of secondary. Strong sparks 
were passing from top to bottom of extra coil and the secondary last turn shows strong 
streamers. About 100 short flashes or throws of switch and afterwards an exposure of 
15 minutes to ordinary arc lamp placed in comer of building for the purpose of photo
graphy. The arc light is much preferable to flash light as the time can be closely determined 
in each case. The isochromatic plate is decidedly better. In this plate there is a red dye used 
in coloring the plate, otherwise it is the same as the Cramer "Crown". The plate used 
was "instantaneous Cramer isochromatic'', same size as those before. This observation 
suggests a line of experiment which might lead to useful resu lts. It would consist in using 
plates each dyed with a different color to bring out specific effects. The vibrations of the 
system was the normal or nearly so as recorded in previous notes. 

VJ. View of "extra coil" excited as normally. A bare brass ring formed of tube 3/4" 
diam. is placed on top. The switch is thrown in once and held about 3 seconds. The roof 
has been slightly opened and also the door in front to create a draught. The effect of the 
latter is noted easily on the separation of the individual discharges. This feature is parti
cularly noticeable on sparks passing to the hood carried by the structure of iron pipes 
repeatedly described. These sparks pass in curious ways preferring frequently a long path 
to a short one. This is peculiar to these discharges of high tension emanating from a single 
free terminal. Some streamers are broken in places to continue stronger afterwards. From 
end to end of the longest streamers about 50-55 feet in a straight line. This photograph 
is extremely beautiful on account of the character as well as arrangement of the streamers. 
The extra coil is excited as normally but not quite full power. The vibration is as previously 
recorded. 

The same kind of plate as before was used and the exposure to arc light was 15 
minutes, about half light cut off. 

VII. View of "extra coil" in action. Wires slightly inclined to the ground, to prevent 
discharge from going to roof, were fastened at small distances to brass ring on top of coil. 
Thus a great amount of streamers was produced and they were necessarily weaker indivi
dually. The plate illustrates well this feature as is evident from the hairlike appearance 
of the streamers. Individual sparks passing to ground sometimes are strong. It is peculiar 
that discharge will break out more strongly on some wire and then keep on the same 
place until broken by draught created or otherwise. The path is, however, evidently 
accidental depending probably on the arrangement of particles floating in the air. This 
photograph is very beautiful and symmetrical. The length of the streamers is about the 
same as in preceding case. The vibration of "extra coil" system about normal only slightly 
modified by the wires attached to brass ring. Some streamers, curious to note when striking 
the ground and thus becoming sparks or spark discharges more brilliant in color, ap
peared thicker on bottom than on the point of origin. I believe I have recorded this pheno
menon some time before. It may, on the plate, appear that the streamer or spark is thicker 
farther away from the origin without necessarily being so. This is simply caused by the 
end or lower part of the streamer being closer to the camera than the origin. But the eye 
is not deceived in this respect and the phenomenon may be frequently noted so that its 
existence is beyond doubt. This may be explained by assuming a volatilization of the 
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material where the spark strikes, whereby a flame may be produced increasing the bright
ness of the part of the luminous path nearer to this point. In fact I observe that whenever 
a powerful spark strikes an object which is of a material easily disintegrated by the heat, 
such as wood, there is a momentary small flame produced on that point and often one may 
see the spark bound back as it were or splash over the object like a jet of molten metal. 
It will be noted on the negative that the points where the sparks hit the floor are always 
darker, this showing the increased development of light at these spots. The plate used is 
the same as before. 

VIII. This shows a central view of "extra coil" normally excited with streamers 
issuing from a disk turned towards the camera. Jn thi~ instance the streamers were longer 
than before as they were issuing from fewer points, chiefly from the rim of the djsk which 
was a little more than 10" in diam. Some of the streamers darting towards the corners of 
the building were 30 feet in a strarght line, but considering their curved path they were 
in all probability 50 feet long. Some of them show interesting bifurcations or splitting up 
in many branches while others, carried by the draught they create themselves, again show 
clearly the individual discharges. The brilliant sparks to the hood above the coil are also 
curious and interesting often passing far above the hood and then returning to the same 
in paths much longer than the straight route from the top of the coil to the hood which 
they should follow. Some of the streame1 s striking the floor show the increased brightness, 
before referred to, very clearly. It is noticeable that the streamers above the coil are of 
finer texture and split up, the draught being of course stronger near the opening of the 
roof. On some of the very long streamers one can see occasionally more brilliant points. 
The plate in this experiment was the same as before and the vibration of the "extra coil" 
system likewise normal or nearly so. 

IX. Thjs photograph illustrates again the extra coil with streamers and sparks from 
a pointed wire placed towards the camera. The wire or terminal was turned slightly down
wards to cause the streamers or sparks to go more downward, as there was a considerable 
danger in this experiment of inflaming the roof of the building by the discharge taking 
an upward course. The streamers, when made to issue from a point as in this instance, are 
namely very long and in fact it was found impossible to work the apparatus to its full 
capacity in this account. The excitation of the "extra coil" system was pushed as far as 
could be done without great risk. The longest streamers reached the side of the building 
and even the corners sometimes. One of them reached the photographer Mr. Alley in 
the corner of the building, while another one struck me as I was operating the switch in 
another corner. They were so feeble at that distance, however, that they did not cause 
any injury or pain. Another one struck the camera but, as subsequently found, did not 
spoil the plate. These streamers were about the longest produceable in the present building, 
with the roof closed, measuring from 31-32 feet in a straight line from origin to end. 
Taking into account the curiously curved path the length was probably more than twicL 
this, so that taking the discharge from tip to tip of these longest streamers, the actual 
path of the discharge through the air was from, say, 124-128 feet! If the building would 
permit I think that with the present apparatus, by putting about two to three times the 
copper in the oscillator a discharge extending through approximately twice this distance 
would be obtained, and by overcoming some defects of the present type of oscillator. a 
further gain of about 50% could still be effected, so that I can certainly expect to reach, 
measured in this way, a length from 372 to 384 feet from end to end. In an industrial plant 
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Phot. VIII. Central view of "extra coil" normally excited with streamers issuing from a disk turned towards 
the camera. 
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Phot. IX. "Extra coil" with streamers and sparks from a pointed wire placed towards the camera. 
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it seems to me advisable to push the pressure still further and the difficulties in thia respect 

do not seem to me now to be very great. In the present photograph certain features before 
commented upon are even better shown thao in the pteeediag plates. For instance, the 
high luminosity on the bottom where a spark strikes the floor, the "splashing'' of the 
discharge, the braoching out and the interruption of a streamer are aU well shown. But 
the most curious feature is the appearance of "fire balls". At already noted in a previous 
instance a streamer even when not as strong as tbele here described, will show sometimes 
one or more points of greater luminosity than the rest. On a plate an efTect of this kind 
may be yoduced by a streamer suddenly bending or turning, but the actual appearance 
of these 1uminoua spots or points is unmistakable. In the instance here described the 
streamers were very powerful and the spots when they appeared were about an inch or 
possibly more in diameter, actual "fire baUs" as they appeared to the eye. Now what is 
the cause of their formation? I attn"bute them to th.e presence of some material in the 
air at that particular spot which is of such a nature that when heated it increases the lumi
nosity. It ia possible that sodium is concerned in the production of the phenomenon. But 
the luminous "baU" must be extremely short lived as it does not impress itself upon the 
plate sufficiently despite its high luminosity. One can barely note a small luminous patch 
on the streamer, the impression of the central portion of the "baU". It is llQt. improbable 
that the evolution ol the "fire ball" may be connected with a proocu akin to explosion 
or sudden volatili7ation. Again, in thla instance the wne kind of plate wu used and the 
.;bratioo of the utra coil was but slightly quicker than normal. 

X. Thia plate illustrates the discharge iuuiq from the top of the "extra coil", from 
the brass ring mentioned before, aU over its surface. To produce a more beautiful efl'ect 
in thla instance the switch was thrown in 200 times, but the closure of the cin:uit was u 
short as wu practicable, only a anal! fraction of a second, possibly 1 /'- or l /5 of a 
second. In plates VII, VIll and IX one hundm:I closures of the switch were made. This 
photograph is extremely beautiful although the streamers were not so large as in some 
previous inataooes. The 1parb darting occasionally to the hood rather beighteu the 
effect. The streamers are of fine texture but not quite so u in the plate described under VIL 
The reason is that the brass ring before mentioned, being of a large diameter, does not 
permit the streamers to issue from it as readily aa the thin wires do and therefore the 
streamers partake more or less of the nature of sparks, being thicker and more brilliant 
and bluish white in color at the origin. while the streamers issuing from pointed terminal.a 
arc of a reddish hue, sometimes quite purple and also less noisy and of feebler luminosity. 
Owing to their color and small luminosity they do not impress themselves upon the plate 
as powerfully as the streamers coming from surfaces of a relatively large radius of curvature, 
whlcb are.more or Jess of a disruptive charact.er, ressembling sparks at the point of issue 
from the terminal. In this experiment again the vibration of the extra coil was nearly normal. 
the plate was of the same kind anJ the exposure to the a.re light, as in the previous cases 
described, about IS minutes, about half of the light cut off on lens. 

XJ. Plate illustrates discharge passing laterally to the camera from the central coil 
across the shop to another coil on a vertical stand. The length of the sparks I estimate 
about 1 S feet in this instance, possibly more. The sparks arc very powerful and brilliant 
The discharge was produced by SO suc:ccssive short closures of the switch, the cxperi"ment 
being, of course, performed iD the dark. Then an exposure - with the arc lamp IO min. 
lens almost open, with an experimenter (Mr. Alley) sitting in the chair - was made. The 
picture of a human figure was introduced to give an idea of the magnitude of the discharge. 

333 



Phot. X. The discharge from the brass ring on the top of "extra coil". 

334 



Phot. X J. Discharge passing laterally to the camera from the central coil to another coil on a stand. Mr. Alley 
is sitting in the chair. 

335 



Phot. XII. Repeated experiment shown in phot. XI, but with Tesla sitting in the chair. 
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Phot. XIII. Streamers issuing symmetrically from ball with two wires on each side. Mr. Alley is sitting. 
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Phot. XIV. Repeated experiment shown in phot. XllI with Tesla sitting. 
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Xll. The same experiment was repeated with the coil on stand being placed farther · 
from the central coil. The sparks were about 20 feet long in a straight line. Fifty throws 
of tbe switch were used as before. The procedure was slightly modified by sctti:niofT 
about I /3 of an Eastman flash powder to bring out my features. 

~: }1n these two plates the effect was improved by making the streamers issue 

symmetrically from ball 8" diam. with two wires on each side: )o(. Fifty throws of 

the switch were used and the procedure was as in XU. In all the later instanoes described 
the plates and other particulars were the same as before. 

Note: open /et1.1, arc light S min. 

Note: to preceding description of photographs taken with Mr. Alley: 

As before stated, in most.cases when the «new extra coil" was shown in action, the 
vibration of the system including it was about the normal, only sligbtl)' moGffied by the 
attachment of tenn.inal1 of comparatively very small capacity. The "extra coil;' IJ'tem was 
namely adjusted to lhe vibration of the primary system which took place with OM primary 
tum (the two primary cables being in multiple) with all IM jar1 Ming COl"IMCted bt two •U 

in serla and with the ~Ing coil all bul I /2 turn out. Under these conditions the secon
dary wu very strongly reacting upon the primary modifying the inductance of the latter 
so that the inducunce of the primary turn instead of being as previously determined abo11t 
57,000 cm was diminished to 41,000 cm approx. Now the inducta.ooe of the coonections 
to the condensers, and 1 /2 of one tum of regulating coil, was as will be seen with reference 
to the table, often referred to - nearly 6000 cm. So that the total inductance of the primary 
circuit under these conditions, was owing to the resonating secondary, was only 41,0CO+ 

47 
+ 6000- 47,000 cm, or 

106 
henry. Now the capacity in the primary was two sets of eight 

tanks in series or four tanks total, that is, 4 x 36= 144 bottles or 144 x 0.009= 0.1296 mfd, 
approx. Hence the period was 

or a = 6',466 per sec. or nearly so. This is a considerably quicker vibration tba.n when the 
secondary-is- -not active. As the "extra coil'' did no t have sufficient inductance in itself, 
another coil was inserted in series with the same to insure the resonating condition with 
the above primary vibration. This latter coil was wound with wire No. 6 on an old drum 
2 feet d iam. and 6 feet long. Particulars about this coil wiJI be recorded on another page. 
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Jan. I, 1900 .. _ · 

Photographs taken Dec. 22. and 23 ; with Mr. Alley from Dec. 17 to Dec. 31, 1899 and 
particulars about the same: 

XV. Shows an incandescent lamp 16 c.p., 100 V plaoed out on the field with two 
wires leading to it. Snow on the ground. The lamp is lighted. 

1 XVI. lllustrates the same with three lamps 16 c.p., JOO V plaocd on the snow and 
lighted. The lamps are connected in multiple arc. 

XVll. Photograph showing once more the same with three lamps as before, the 
lamps being placed on black cloth to improve effect. These photographs were taken under 
the following conditions: 

A cord of section equal to that of wire No. 10 was laid on the field in the form of 
a square of 62' 5"=749"= 1902.5 cm side, the center of the square being from the center 
of the primary loop of the oscillator in the laboratory a little over 60 feet - 1'20"=1830 cm. 
The ends of the square were connected to two small condensers joined in multiple and 
each having a little less than 1 /20 mfd. Neglecting capacity of the cord agiinst that of 
the condensers the total effective capacity of this system was, with lair approximation 
1 / 10 mfd, or 90,()()() cm. The inducta.occ of the square, taking it as consisting of two pairs 

of parallel wires, was 

ln the present instance 

/= 19025 cm, d= 1902.5 cm, r= r' -o.254 cm. 

---- - - · -(7500)2 and L.-4 x 1902.5x tP d
2 (d)l (1902 5)2 

rr' r 2 r 0.254 

x (log,, 75002 + 1/2) - 7610 x (17.825 + 0.5)- 7610 x 18.325- 76 J x 183.25 

13,945 
L, - I 39 ,450 cm, or henry 

10' 
log 7500= 3.875061 

2 log 7500= 7.750122 
2 log,, 7S00= 7.75 x 2.3=17.82S approx. 

From the foregoing we have for the period of the secondary system: 

T. _ 2rc ~O 
1 

13,945 = 2rc .J 
1394 5

_ 2rc x 37.34 _ 234.S 
• t ()l . x 10• 1()7 • 101 107 

and this would give n= -12,640 approx. per second. 
Now resonance in this circuit was obtained with all jars being connected as usual 

and two primary turns in multiple, tbcrc being besides in tbc primary circuit 18 l /2 turru 
of the regulating coil. This gives approximately the capacity of primary or exciting circuit 
8 x 36 

2 
jars= l44 jars or bottJes= 0.0009X 144=0. 1296 mfd. Neglecting for the moment 
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Phot. XVll (?) Experiment to illustrate an inductive effect of an electrical oscillator of great power. 
The photograph shown is reproduced from Tesla's article<4t) in which somewhat different circuit dimensions 

and position are quoted. 
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the secondary' reaction (that is the action of the secondary of the oscillator upon tbe pri-· 
mary, the former being thrown out of step by connecting some inductance in series-with 
it), the inducta.DCIC of the primary circuit with reference to previous data for the primary 
turns and regulating coil was 122,000 cm. But the whactm c:ak:ulated from equation 

2 'It • Jo 1296 L - 2 n I 0 I 13,945 - 234.S 
103 v . x ., 103 v . x 10' 107 

is smaller, beina in fact only about 108,()()() cm. The smaller value is evidently the correct 
one, being tho actual value of the inductance of the primary circuit. u modified by the 
secondary of tho oscillator and the secondary circuit lighting the lamps. A small streamer 
was seen to iuue from the free terminal of the secondary, hence it certainly affected the 
primary, reducing the inductaoce, The reaction of the aec:ondary circuit lighting the lamps 
wa.s comparatively small. ID order not to burst the lamps the current of the supply trans
formers was very much cut down. I think about 30 lamps could have been lighted in this 
manner by pushing to the normal limit the excitation of the primary loop. 

Four photographs were made of the discharae of the secondary of latest type, 20 turns 
of two wires No. 10. Tho primary consisted of on.e turn, the two primary cables being 
connected in multiple arc. The ratio of conversion beiJlg thus I : 20; tbcn.m.f. at the 
terminals of secondary, with the primary excited to full power, wu about '400,000 volts. 
Owing to the low resist&Dce of the seoondary - exttanely low when consideriq the high 
e.m.f. - the diJCbarge was very powerful. of a dazzling bnlliaDcy, literally blindiq, and 
caused a deaf'ening noise. The candle power of the arc ii equivalent to that of five or six 
arc li&hts of aormal streqth. At lout I conclude so from comparative tests. Photographs 
were made by exposing the objects to the light of the secondary d ischarge and it took 
only a small fraction of the time needed for an arc lamp to impress the plate. The secondary 
d ischarge of this apparatus is so powerful that it was always more or less dangerous for 
the safety of the laboratory and machinery in the same, and elsewhere, to lot it play. A num
ber of times the shop caught fire by sparks passing from some nail, wire or any kind of 
conductor. Wheu the discharge was playing sparks were seen to fly aJmost everywhere 
through tho laboratory, from one to another object and it was evident that it was more 
or less risky to let the sparks from the Cree terminal pass to the ground, because short 
waves were produced i11 the conductors and these were only too apt to rupture the insu
lation of any apparatus in the circuit or circuits connected with the oscillator or in the 
neighbourhood of the same. The danger resides chiefly in the short waves and the risk 
was considerably diminished when the secondary, instead of discharging directly into the 
short gro und connectio n, was made to djscbarge through a coil or inductance, slowing 
down the VJO r&tioa and preventing the formation of vuy high harmonics. When the dis
charge was effected as in the experiments photographed, a continuo us and b rilUaot 
arcing took place over the lightning arresters and the d ynamo at the supply station was 
short-circuited in rapid succession. When considering that the arc on the a rresters is almost 
continuous o ne must admit that these arresters work extremely well. The d ischarge, owing 
to the terrible noise it creates is highly irritating and I think also dangerous to the timpaoum 
of the ear. Often pain is experienced in the ears afterward and the buzzing in the ears 
continues for hours. If signalling with pery short waves were desira ble, nothing better 
could be used than such a secondary discharge. Although I have not tested its effects at 
eittremely grea t distances, I conclude, from comparison with other induction apparatus 
experimented with, that it would affect a sensitive device certainly at one thousand miles 
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Phot. XIX. Discharge between a ball of 30'' diam. and the ground plate. 
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and very likely at a greater distance, even on land. The great briUiancy of the discharlC 
is in part due to the comparatively large capacity or the secondary which, H before sli~ 
is without further provision inseparable from such a coil of very large diameter. When 
looking at the arc for a moment one can clearly perceive the arc proper forming the central 
and comparatively narrow part or the luminous path, around whlch there is on each 
side a brilliant band of IP:' to I" width apparently. When the discharge is playing, ge
nerally sparb pass on some places between the secondary top turns, this showing that 
they are by no means too far apart. - I 

Of the four plates : XVIII., shows the secondary discharging from the ftee ~bd or 
terminal formed by a wire to the ground plate visible on the bottom. 

Plate XlX. iUustratcs the discharge takillg place between a ball 30" diam. and the 
ground plate. In the former case 'the djscharge is about 3 l / 2 feet. in the latter about 3 feet 
long. These photographs were taken through about half of the full lease oped.ing, never
theless the discharge is not sharp for although the focusing was carefully effected the wide 
luminous band on each side of the arc proper, which was referred to, blurs the image. 
To improve the photographs two mom plates were exposed, one the same as plate XVIIL, 
marked XX., showing discharge between a wire and ground plate, and She athcr, marked 
XXI., illustrating discharge playi~ between a ball 18" diam. and the gro'und plate. In 
these in.stances a mall opening was used and the images are sharper. To be quite sharp 
a pin-hole diapbrqm should be used. The vibration in these four instances was the normal 
as before determined, all jars and one tum in primary, 2S throws of switch, very short. 
flash afterwards. 

Colorado Springs 
Jan. 2, 1900 

Photographs taken with Mc. Alley from Dec. 17 to Dec. 31, 1899 and particulars 
about the same. 

xxn. This photograph shows the .. new extra coil" .. last modified, having 98 tams 
wire No. 6 and on top two turns or nearly so of wire No. 10 covered with a thickness 
of 3/8" rU6DC'r. This wire was repeatedly referred to in previous notes. It was necessary 
to use it in many of the experiments recorded for the purpose of preventing or at least 
reducing leaks. In many cases despite the excellency and great thickness of the insulation 
the latter was found inadequate to withstand the strain, as is evident from a number of 
photographs showing the coil in action cnergiud to fuU power. The picture illustrates 
five incandescent lamps lighted - and to much more than normal candle power - on 
a table in front of the coil. The lamps are in series, one end of the series being connected 
to the ground by a wire seen on the bottom while the other end of the lamp series is joined 
to the lower end of the coil, the upper end being entirely insulated and remote from objects 
which might act upon it inductively. The connection will be best understood from the 
diagram below. In the cxperiment illustrated there is oo appreciable induction exerted 
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Phot. XXTl. Five incandescent lamps lighted by current passing from "extra coil" to the ground plate. 
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upon the extra coll as the wires of the oscillator proper, wound on the wooden structure 
seen in the back be.hind the coil, arc short-circuited. One of the terminals of the condensers 
is grounded so that when they are discharging through the circuit, chiefiy composCcl of 
a number of turns of the regulating coil, there is a strong vibration propagated through 
the ground which through the ground wire w reaches the "extra coil". Now, generally, 
the energy which can thus be transmitted to the 
coil would be minute, but when the oscillations 
passing through the ground arc exactly of the 
f requcncy of the "extra coil" system itself, a 
considerable current passes into the coil which 
then acts just as a hole would in a pipe through 
which a ftuid is pumped by means of a pulsating 
piston. As the magnifying factor of the coil is 
very l.arge the feeble impulses reaching the 
ground wire and lamps magnify the impressed 
e .m.f. and create considerable movement of 
electricity through the lamps which a.re thus 
brilliantly lighted, as shown in the photograph. 
In the expe.riment the capacity in the exciting 
oscillating circuit, impressing the vibrations upon 

LOW t:ND 

EXTRA COil 

TOP l!ND 

l AHP' SERIES 

GROUND P'l ATE 

the ground and wire w, was 3 tanks on each side or l l / 2 tanks total, that is 54 bot
tles or 0.0009 x 54= 0.0486 mfd, approx. The total inductance was 41,000 cm+ ind. of 
6 1/4 turns of regulating coil=41,000+l9,368= 60,000 cm, approx. o.r 0.00006 henry. 
From this the approximate period of the vibration impressed upon the ground would be 

2n ..J 6 211: 2n J.074 
T, - I 03 0.0486 x l OS - 1 OS y 0.02916 - I OS x 0.1708 - --.OS 

approx. and n= 93,l 10 and p=585,000 approx. >.. would be very nearly 2 miles and 
>.. 

4 = 1 /2 mile or about 2640 feet. In reality the length of the wire in the excited system -

that is extra coil and ground wire, was found by measurement to be 1660 feet (98 turns, 
wire No. 6, 25' 11" each turn=2540'+3/4 turn of cable inside of secondary frame= 
= l 12' +continuation of ground cable outside of circle to ground plate= 28' + wire w= 
= 20' +rubber covered wire on top of coil=SO' that is, total 2450' + I 12' + 28' +20' +50' = 
c:1660 feet. From above data and taking resistance of extra coil at l ohm (in reality a little 

pL 585,000 x 0.018 
Jess) we get magnifying factor for coil alone -= - 10,530. 

R 1 
TUiiij:· however, into consideration that the resistance of the lamps was about 

1000 ohms roughly, when including the latter in the system the factor would be only 
I 

about 
1000 

of this, or approximately only 10.5. But I believe t.hat the resistance of 1hc 

lamps when operated by currents of such extreme frequencies is much smaller than the 
measured resistance according to the usual methods. The currents, namely, when produced 
in such ways as these here employed, have very high maximum values and the carbon 
is brought periodically to a much higher temperature than when operated with steady 
currents or currents of ordinary frequencies. I have observed this repeatedly. F~rthermorc 
when such cunents as these here are used some part of the di.schargc also passes through 
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the rarefied gas in the bulb and there is a corresponding diminution of the effective resi
stance of the lamp on this account. In fact, I think that it is chiefly owing to this that the 
resistance becomes very small, it being a fact that such currents pass with the greatest 
freedom through the rarefied gas particularly when it is maintained at a high temperature, 
as in the case here considered. The beating of the gas has the effect of increasing the in
candescence of the carbon and it is well demonstrated that an incandescent lamp takes, 
for a given luminosity, less energy when operated with currents of such extreme frequencies. 
Owing to these reasons the magnifying factor of the excited system even with the lamps 
included must have been very much larger than the figure last mentioned. It was astonish
ing to note, in the experiment recorded on the plate, how much energy can be in this 
manner conveyed to such a carefully synchronized coil through the ground. The supply 
transformers were cut down by a regulating coil in the primary to less than one half, in 
fact to about 1 /3 of full capacity and inasmuch as only 3 tanks on each side in the primary 
or exciting circuit were used while 8 tanks were available, it is evident that, if the excited 
system would have been designed to work with full output of the exciting apparatus it 
would have been quite practicable to light, say 3 x 8/3= 8 times as many lamps, or about 
40 lamps. However, inasmuch as the five lamps were far above candle power it would 
have been, in all probability, possible to light 60 lamps or so to normal candle power by 
a specially designed coil, with a liberal allowance of copper, vibrating in unison with the 
system exciting the portion of the ground containing the ground plate. Nothing could 
convey a better idea of the tremendous activity of this apparatus and a simple comparison 
with well ascertained data, obtained with other induction apparatus, shows that one of 
the problems followed up here, that is the establishment of communication with any 
point of the globe irrespective of distance, is very near its practical solution. The existance 
of stationary waves proves the feasibility of the project almost beyond any doubt. The 
great amount of energy which can be conveyed to such a synchronized circuit, by conduction 
through the ground, makes it appear possible, that the necessity of elevating terminals 
in my system of energy transmission to a distance may be dispensed with in many instances 
and that, with a very moderate elevation of, say, a few hundred feet enough energy may 
be conveyed lo a circuit to serve for one or another useful purpose beyond mere signal
ling, or such uses of the system in which a minute amount of energy is required. Certainly, 
the amount of energy conveyed in this manner was, in some experiments with this ap
paratus, surprising at first. An interesting consideration in tbfa connection may be the 
following: As before stated the period of the exciting or primary circuit, when resonance 

with the extra coil was attained, was Tp = 
2 

7t
3 

· / 0.0486 x ~. Now the period of 
. 10 'V 105 

27t ,--- -
the excited system was Ts=- v 0.018 x Cs, in which Cs is the "ideal" capacity as 

103 
designated in previous instances, that is the capacity which would have to be joined to 
the free end of the "extra coil" of inductance of 0.018 henry but devoid of all distributed 

6 
0.0486 x 105 

capacity. Since Tp=Ts we find Cs O.O 
18 

mfd, or 

9 x I0
5 

x 0.0486 x t~5 54 x 0.0486 54 x 486 3 x 486 
C = = = = = 145.8 cm. 

s 0.018 0.018 180 10 
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Suppose an ideal system of this kind excited in the manner described, so that capa
city on the free end is charged each time as the current alternates to a potential p, Then, 
since as before stated, the system in experiment illustrated was vibrating about 93,()(Xrtiincs 
per second, the total energy set in movement in the system would be 

2 x 93,000 x pz x 145·8 watts. 
2 x 9 x 1011 

Let it be further assumed that 1% of the total energy set in movement is frittered 
down in the lamps and that the number of these were 60, as might have been the case in 
the presently described experiment. Suppose each lamp to take SO watts, the total energy 
consumed in the lamps would be 3000 watts hence, under the above assumptions, the 
total energy set in movement in the excited syst.cm would have to be 100 times this amount 
or 300,000 watts. To satisfy this condition we would have 

and 

2 x 93,000 x pl x 145·8 - 300,000 
2 x 9 x 1011 

p i_ 54 x I ou _ l 012 x 540 
186x 145.8 f86x 145.8 

0
, J s•o . 

or p . 1 \J 186 x t45.s-9' 

- JO'~ 2/141~_8 - 10' .../iiffi. approx. or - 10'.J"Jo- JO' ../2-

- f OS x 1.414 or P -141,400 volts. 

Not very much, as will be seen, for such a pressure is extremely small with apparatus 
of the kind used here. Twn.g P roughly as 140,000 volts and assuming that the ground 
plate be at such a distance that only 1000 volts sECOHIWIV 

arc impressed upon the same then the magni
fying factor would have to be only 140. Of 
course. this is merely an example to support the 
above statement that considerable energy may in 
this way, and by such apparatus, be conveyed 
to a distant circuit which is connected to the 
ground at only one point directly or, if desired, 
through a condenser. 

w 
LAMI" 

GllOUNO l'l.Afl! 

EXTRA COIL 

rn another photograph, marked Plate XXIII., taken with same apparatus a similar 
experiment is illustrated. Here the e:xtra coil as indicated in the diagram above is con
ne<:ted dfrecny through the wire w to the ground plate and another coil designated in the 
diagram as .. secondary" is placed i:n inductive relation to the extra coil excited in the 
same manner as in experiment before described, and a lamp is lighted by the currents 
generated in this "secondary". Only one lamp was used as it was the object of the photo
graph merely to illustrate a novel experiment, but with reference to the above it will be 
understood that as many as 60 lamps, or nearly so, might have been lighted with the 
apparatus used in this manner. All the particulars were practically the same as before. 
The "secondary" had four turns, the e:xcitation of the extra coil being reduced so that the 
lamp was somewhat above normal candle power. In this, as well as in the preceding expe
riment, Lhe switch on the WcstiD~ouse high tension transformer was thrown in and out 
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Phot. XXV. A coil outside laboratory with the lower end connected to the ground and the upper end 
free. The lamps is lighted by the current induced in the three turns of wire wound around the lower end 

of the coil. 
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about SO limes and after this, as usual, an exposure to arc iight for the detail of the ap
paratus was made, the time being IO minutes with a small opening. 

In order to make these two experiments still more interesting they were performed 
outside with a smaller receiving coil and photographs were taken, which arc numbered 
and of which Plate XXJV. shows a coil standing outside on a table to which a groundwire 
leads, which is connected to one of the terminals of a small lamp, while the other terminal 
of the same is joined to the lower end of the coil The upper end of the coil is free, a metal 
tube being connected to the same, as shown clearly in the picture. This tube is placed 
axially and serves to increase slightly the capacity of the excited system. 

In another experiment, with the same coil illustrated in PJate XXV., the coil is placed 
on the ground away from the laboratory and the lower end is connected to 1he nearest 
ground, while the upper end or terminal is free . Three turns.of wire are wound around the 
lower end of the coil and the ends of this wire are connected to a lamp socket with its 
lamp which is, as shown, lighted by the currents induced in the three turns of wire through 
the oscillations transmitted through the ground to the coil. 

One more experiment of this kind was photographed, the same coil being again 
used and placed far out into. the field, this being shown in Plate XXVI., giving a clear 
view of the Pike's Peak Mountain Range in the background. The diag~ and scveraJ 
remarks before made apply to some extent also to these three photographs which were 
taken after sunset when the dark began to set in, as it was impracticable to take them at 
another hour of the day. They might have been taken by moonlight but the time was 
otherwise occupied. During the hours when the light was strong it would have been neces
sary to exclude first the daylight in some way, flash the lamp in the dark and finally make 
a short exposure to the full daylight to get the detail of the appa.ratus. It was found im
practicable to get a good photograph by flashing the lamp in fuJI daylight as the latter 
was too strong and the lamp did not have enough time to impress the plate as strongly 
as was desirable, even if it was pushed to much higher candle power than the normal. 
In getting the photographs, generally about 100 throws of the switch were sufficient with 
the lamp beina pushed considerably above the normal. When the daylight was still deemed 
too strong Mr. Alley helped himself by covering the lens during the short interval when 
the lamp was not lighted and thus regulated the effect of the daylight, keeping it down 
to the required value. 

The particulars were as follows: The coil used in these three experiments was wound 
on a drum before referred to of 25.25" diam. and bad 274 turns of wire No. 10, rubber 
covered. Since another coil wound on the same drum bad 404 turns and an inductance of 
approximately 40,000,000 cm. or 0.04 henry the inductance of the present coil was with 

_, • . (274)2 04 h (137)2 004 h Th . . fair approXJmation - x O. cnry or - X . enry. c wire leading from 
404 202 

the ground plate to the lower end of the coil placed on the table or ground consisted of 
two pieces of cord No. 10, one 308 feet and the other 84 feet long. The inductance of these 
two pieces of wire was estimated at 113,000 cm and compared with the inductance of the 
coil itself was very small, almost negligible. Calling the total inductance of che excited 
circuit comprising the two pieces of wire and the coil used L1 we have for this inductance 

value Li = ( 
137

)
1 

x 40,000,000+ l l3,000=18,400,000+ ll3,000= 18,513,000 cm, or l 1= 
202 

185 h Th .. d .th . d . .b d . d' = - enry. 1s 1n uctance, w1 its 1stn ute capacity, gave a system respon mg 
104 
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Phot. XXYI. Experiment to illustrate the transmission of electrical energy without wire. 
The photograph shown is reproduced from Tesla's articlc<4t). 



to the primary vibration when the capacity in the primary or exciting circuit was I 2/3 tanks 
or 60 bottles on each side, or 30 bottles total, that is, 30 x 0.0009= 0.027 mfd, total-.-

The vibrations were impressed on the ground plate by the oscillator with normal 
connection, that is, two primary cables in multiple or one primary turn, the approximate 
inductance of which wa.s 56,400 cm or, say, 56,000 cm, which is close enough for the present 
consideration. This inductance may have been modified by the secondary, but the effect 
of the latter mu.st have been very slight as, with the capacity used, it was "out of tune" 
and the current through it wa.s necessarily very small. Taking then the inductance of the 
primary exciting circuit at 56,000 cm, the period of this circuit was 

Now calling c. the " ideal" capacity of the excited circuit, the period of the same was 

21t {18s-- . 10• 56 5~·xo.021 
T, - IOl \J IO' x C, and equat:ng we have C,- 185 x 0.027 x TQi- f85 x IOl mfd, 

C 
__ 9 x IC>5 x 56 i.: 0.027 _ 243 x 56 _ 

75
_
2 

c1n. 
or - •• ., approx. From above 

• 185 x 101 185 

and n= 129,500 per second nearly. 

. 186,000 186 
The theoretical wave length would thus be 1-.= 1.43 miles approx. 

130,000 130 
A. 1.43 A. 

or - = --=0.3575 miles or 0.3575x5280= 1888 feet=· . 
4 4 4 

The actual length of wire in the experiment was: 274 turns of the coil, each 79.29"= 
= 1810 feet+one piece of wire 304 feet+one piece of wire 84 feet = 1810+304+84= 
= 2198 feet or nearly 15% more than the theo retical value. The fact is, the adjustment. 
for resonance was not quite close as the lamp lighted could not withstand the current 
by closet.adJ.ustment. Two of these lamps were broken. The energy transmitted through 
the ground to the coil was, of course, small in this instance, since only a small part of 

1.66 h 
the available primary capacity was used, that is, -- of the available capacity and t e 

8 
current of the supply transformers was reduced as far as practicable. If a coil especially 
adapted for the full output of the oscillator would have been used it would have been 
practicable to transmit many times the amount of energy needed for lighting the lamp. 
The lamps used in this experiment were special onc.s each taking, under the conditions of 
the experiment, perhaps 10 watts or nearly so. Assuming again a circuit under ideal con
ditions with the capacity of 75.2 cm on the free end of a coi l without distributed capacity, 
and calling the potential to which this capacity would be charged P, the total energy set 
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P 2 X 75.2 . 
in movement in the excited system would be 2x 129,500x watts. If we 

2x9x 101" -

assume that, as before, 1% of the total energy of the system is frittered down in the lamp 
we would have, in conformity with what was stated before for determining P, the equation 

pl X 7 5.2 J 8 X JOU 
2x 129,500x 

2
x

9
x 1011 - 1000 or P2 ~ 

259 
or 

/180 -P - lOS\J 
259

-105 y'0.695- 10' x 0.834 

or 83,400 V nearly, which is a small e.m.f. The length of wire in excited circuit was as before 
stated 2198 feet; the wire being No. 10, with a resistance of 1 ohm per one thousand feet, 
the resistance of the circuit was about 2.2 ohm. From above p=2M was =6.28 x 129,500= 

8 be. h 185 
= 13,260 or, say, 813,000=p. The inductance mg, ass own, -- he.nry, the mag-

104 
1

1~~ x 813 x lOl 
oifying factor in the coil was 6840 nearly. TJie lamp was one with 

2.2 
a very short filament and its resistance may have been possibly 6 ohms. Thus with the 

I · d th ·r f till 'd bl ha • 
185

x
813 

amp comprise e magm ying actor was s very cons1 era e, t t 1s, 
82 

:a:: 

= 1830 or nearly so. Taking it at 1800 we see that it was necessary, under the conditions 
assumed, to impress upon the ground plate, or near portions of the ground an electromo-
. 83,400 834 T . 

t1ve force of only -=52 volts or nearly so! his seems very little indeed, 
1800 18 

it can be scarcely believed, but the figures seem to be not far from truth. These remades 
refer particularly to the experiment ilJustrated on the plate marked XXIV. i.n which the 
connections were the same as in the diagram shown when discussillg Plate XXII., the 
lamp or lamps being in series with the excited coil or system. 

In the experiments illustrated in the Plates marked XXV. and XXVI., the connections 
were schematically the same as in diagram shown a propos Plate XXlU. and the vibrations 
and other particulars were practically the same as in experiment shown in Plate XXIV. just 
described. It is to be stated that when a seccndary circuit is u.sed, as in experiments des
cribed under XXlfi., X:XV. and XXVI., in connection with the excited coil, this secondary 

- skould for maximum effect be placed near the lower end of the coil ; the exact position 
may be detcrm 'ned by experiment or approximately calculated. Namely, ifthe coil which 
is excited were devoid of capacity an1 the neces.sary capacity were all on the upper or 
free end of the coil, then the secondary circuit should, for maximum effect, be just at 
the center of the coil. But in the experiment as shown, the capacity is distributed and the 
current is strongest in the first or lowest turn, diminishing towards the top of the coil 
in each hun. The resullant maximum effect is thus always found near the lower end of 
the coil, but not quite at the end, since the upper turns also effect the secondary circuit, 
though proportionately less than the lower ones. The calculation of the maximum position 
of the secondary is complicated by the fact that generally neither the capacity nor the 
potential is uniformly distributed, the distribution being greatly varied by very sUght 
irregularities in the dimension of the individual turns or their position, or the position 
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oflhe nodal point or points on the wire and many other causes. It is proposed to i11Ycstigate 
this subject specially wh.en tjme permits. 

XXVU. This photograph shows an incan:iesc:ent lamp 16 ·c.p., 100 V connected 
with on~ of its terminals to the top or free end of the extra coil, the lower end of the latter 
being connected to the ground plate. The carbon filament is brought to incandescence 
by the currents transmitted from the ground plate and the rarefied gas is also glowing 
as evident from the photograph. Jt is instructive to note the great actinic power of the glow
ing gas which, though appearing to the eye of feeble luminosity as compared with the 
lamp filament, nevertheless impresses the plate at least as strongly, if not more so, than 
the incan::lescent filament. 

In many experiments made a few years ago I observed this and also that rertain 
gases are particularly adapted to impress the plate. This fact, !lgai11 observed, impresses 
me more and more with the value of powerfully excited vacuum tubes for purposes of 
photography. Ultimately, by perfecting the apparatus and selecting properly the gas in 
the tube, we must make the photographer in::lependent of sunlight and enable him to 
repeat his operations under. exactly the same conditions, which is almost _indjspcnsa.blc 
in order to attain the best results. Such tubes will, however, enable him-to regulate the 
conditions and adjust the light effects at will. Such a facility would offer a very great ad
vantage to the artist as with the sunlight. particularly in large citjcs where the afr is not 
very pure, he has to rely much on chance and where it is almost impossible for him to 
perform two successive operations under the same conditions or to adjust beforehand 
the light effects. The photograph described shows also the high actinic power of streamers 
when they arc of a bluish or violet color as frequently, which is the cue in this instance. 
The red streamers arc comparatively very slow in their action, but it should be stated that 
apart from the color the action on the plate is determined much by the power or intensity 
of the streamers. Thus with the powerful apparatus which I have perfected here the actinic 
rays are much more powerful than with the New York apparatus. In the experiment 
illustrated the results would have been the same if both of the terminals of the lamp would 
have been connected to the free end of the "extra coil" instead of only one, as illustrated 
in the diagram, which is added for the purpose of showing more clearly how the con
nections in this case were made. 

lOWER 
fNDOF COIL 

GROUND P l Alf 

Now, as to the other particulars of the experiment, the capacity in the primary or 
exciting circuit was 3 tanks on each side or 1 I / 2 tanks total, that is 54 bottles or 54 x 
x0.0009= 0.0486 mfd. As to inductance of the exciling circuit there was the primary 
turn with closed secondary= 41 ,000 cm. and .S 3/4 turns of regulating coil, including 
connections, making an inductance, according to the table, of l 7,684 cm, that is, the 
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Pbot. XXVII. An incandescent lamp connected with one of its terminals to the top or free end of "extra 
coil", the lower end of the latter being connected to the ground plate. 
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total induc~ncc of the er.citing circuit was 58,684 cm, or, with fair approxi.mati<?n., 

59 
59,000 cm=- he.nry. These data give 

lot 

2n J 59 2n . 1-- 6.28 10.676 
T- lOl 0.0486x lO' - 106-y2.8674- lO' x 1.7- IO' 

and n=93,700 approx. and 588,000= p nearly. 
) 

ff we assume, as in previous cases, that one percent of the total energy of the vibra
ting system is used up in the lamp in unrecoverable form, the energy of the system would 
then be 100 wau per each watt µsed in the lamp, or taking the lamp at 16 c.p. consuming, 
say, SO watts the energy of the system would have to be SOOO watts. From this we get the 
potential P on the free end of the coil approximately by equating: 

5000- c x P2 x 93,700 x 2 
9 x 1011 2 

Here c would be the capacity of the lamp or other object, in centimeters, and ta.ken in 
the same way as before explained. In previous measurements by resonance analysis the 
capacity of such a lamp was found to be only I cm, approximately. Taking this value for 
c we have: 

5 x l01 x9xlOl1 45xl011 

P
2

- 937x 102 - 937 
and 

/4S -P-10'\Jm- IO'y0.048- lO'x 0.22 

or .,... 2 20,000 110/u - P. This shows that P would be rather large on the as
sumption of but 1% frictional work in the lamp. In reality, as I know by experience, there 
will be generally much more energy, of the total energy of the system, used up in the lamp 
so that the potential P will be found in practice much srnP.ller. But it is to be stated that 
owing to the small capacity of the laTtlp it will be relatively very high. By providing capacity 
in any way, so as to enable the lamp to take more energy, the potential required may 
be reduced at wilJ. 

nu~-'f¥ill be apparent from another photograph which is marked xxvm. In this 
instance the same connections were used as before, only the free terminal of the lamp 
was connected by a wire to the structure of iron pipes above. The wire can be scarcely 
distinguished. ln this experiment 
resonance with the exciting circuit 
was obtained with 6 tanks on each 
side, th.is would mean a capacity 
of three tanks or 108 bottles= 
108 x 0.0009= 0.0972 mfd . 

The inductance of the excit
ing circuit comprised a primary 

lOWER ~"° 
Of COil 
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Phot. XXVIII. An incandescent lamp lighted by the current passing from "extra coi l" to the structure 
of iron pipes. The lower end of the coil is connected to the ground plate. 
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tum wi1h s~ndary short-circuited=41,000 cm, as before, and all the turn!: of 1he 
regulating coil with connections, that is about 85,000 cm, giving 1otal inducomcc at 

126 . 
41 ,000+SS,000= 126,000cm or= -- henry. From this follows 

J06 

T - 2n: /00972 126.,.21t ' 122472 - 6.28x3.5 21.98 
tOl V . x 106 106 v . 106 -~ 

and 
n - 45,496 or approx. 45,SOO- a. 

I 
As will be seen from the consideration of the diagram above, in this expel'imcnl 

the entire energy supplied to the structure or capacity C had to pass through the lamp. 
Suppose the latter to consume SO watts, and taking the capacity C with reference to previous 
estimates roughly at SOO cm. with the protecting hood, and designating with P again the 
potential to which the struc1ure is charged, we have 

so- 500 
9 x 1011 

P 1 x45,500 x 2 pl 9 x 10' 
x or ----

2 455 
and 

P = 3 x I 0
4 

- 3 x 104 

v 455 21.3 

approx. or-1-409 Yolts= P, which is a very small pressure indeed. This pressure could 
have been, of course, still further reduced by using a resonating circuit of still higher fre
quency. In the manner just described and illustrated a great many lamps could have been 
lighted by the vibrations transmitted to the ground and some of the facts pointed out 
before will enable one to make an approximate estimate in this respect. However, by con
necting the "extra coil" as in normal operation, that is, to the free end of the secondary 
instead of to the ground, a number of lamps might have been lighted corresponding to 
the full output of the oscillator, say, one thousand lamps or more. Even through the ground, 
as in the experiment described, the action of the exciting circuit was so intense that the 
current of the supply transformers bad to be cut down to but a very small fraction of the 
current taken by full output. 

It should be remarked that also in the experiment described before (Plate XXVII.) 
a considerable number of lamps might have been lighted, but not nearly as many 11..S in 
the case presently described, owing to the very small capacity of the lamps, as before 
stated. 

Coming now to the other experiments, a lamp was lighted in the manner illustrated 
in Plat~. in which case the lamp was connected in a shunt to the extra ooil instead 
of in series with the same, as in the 
previous case. The diagram illustra
tes the connections clearly. In this 
experiment resonance with the excit
ing circuit was obtained with 22 
bottles on each side, th.at is, 11 bot
tles total capacity or 0.0009 x 11 = 
= 0.0099 mfd total capacity. There 
were 4 I /2 turns io the regulating 
coil of an inductance according to 
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the table of 13,474 cm. This, with the 41,000 cm as before, wo uld give. an approxi'rr.atc 
inductance of 54,500 cm for the exciting circuit and from this 

2n J 54 5 2n 
TP - l(p 0.0099 x lo7 - 100 y 0.00099 x 545 -

2n 27t 4.6158 
= -- J053955=- - x 0.735 - --

106 . 106 106 

and n - 217,000 per sec. approx. 
As in this case the capacity may be put approximately at 500 cm, we may roughly 

estimate the effective inductance in the excited circuit. Namely, calling this inductance 
L, we have, for the condition of resonance, 

2 n / 54 5 2 n J 500 
TP - r, or 101 '10.0099 x -101 = T()f 9 x TO' L, 

and from this 
0.0099 x 545 x 9 48.56 h 

L - - -- - cnry 
I 5 x I 0 4 5 x I 04 

or 
48 .56 x 105 4,856,000 971 200 . 
--- --= - , cm. 

5 5 

This was the effective or actuaJ inductance, or nearly so , of the combined system 
of extra coil and lamp as connected in the diagram on p. 361 . Evidently, in the experiment 
the lamp might have been lighted by doing away entirely with the extra coil and in fact 
I have done so. Time did not permit taking a photograph of the experiment thus modified. 

CAl'ACll Y CIR 
SIR\ICI URE 

OROUllD l' lATE 

In such a case, the inductance of the wire w (sec diagram) need be 
very small, hence the frequency of the currents impressing the 
vibration upon the ground plate will be very high and the poten
tial, to which the capacity C will have to be charged in order to pass 
enough energy through the lamp or other working circuit, will 
be comparatively very small. By way of example, suppose wire w, 

forming practically all the inductance of the excited circuit, had 
10,000 cm and C were the same structure as in the experiment last 
described of a capacity of 500 cm ; then calling P1 the potential to 
which the capacity is to be charged in order to supply 50 watts to 
the lamp or working circuit, we would have: 

50 .,. P} x 2 n x 500 or pi - 9 x I 010 

2 x 9 x 1011 n 

Now, calling T 1he period, wc have 

- ~ / 10,000 . 500 = ~ . 15 _ 6 .2~~236 - 4.68 
T IOJ '1 IO' x 9 x IOS 3 x 107 v 3 x 107 107 

and from this 
JO' 

n ~ --- 2, 137,000 per sec. 
4.68 

Substituting this for n wc gel 

9 x 1010 9 x 1o•u 9 x 106 
p i= or pi ~ - - - -

2,137,000 214 x 104 214 
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and 
3000 3000 

P = ----=-: - - - - 205 Yolts only! 
y214 14.63 

We sec that with such an extreme frequency the voltage of the ordinary incandescent 
lamp supply circuit would be sufficient to pass enough current through the lamp. Under 
the above conditions the current would be 

I EC 
205x500x2nx214xl04 

15313 - (I)= - • amp. approx. 
9 x 1011 

In the experiment illustrated in Plate XXJX. it will be seen that while the inductance 
of the "extra coil" was greatly reduced by shunting the same with the lamp, yet the coil 
wns still effective, as is evidenced from the streamers visible on the wire leading from the 
lower end of the coil to the lamp, which is the wire marked w' in the corresponding 
diagram. 

Passing now to the experiment illustrated in plate designated number XXX., the 
connections in this case arc shown in diagram below. Herc the lamp was lighted only 

LOWER 
EHO Of COIL STllUtlVRE 

Oii C.VACll Y 

by induction from the primary circuit. the ground connection being omitted. In this case 
the capacity was 3 tanks on each side or l 1/2 tanks total = 54 boulcs=54X0.0009= 
= 0.0486 mfd and the inductance 41,00CH-3 toms of the regulating coil=41,000+ 10,000= 

51 Thi . =51,000 cm, or - H approx. s gives 
I 00 

T. - 2'lt /00486 ~-27tX l.37 - 8.6 
P I OJ " . x 104 I 04 l 04 

and n - 116,300 approx. 

Note: Here the excitation of the primary circuit bad to be strong, showing that 
the inductive action was feeble in comparison with action through the ground. The tuning 
was not quite exact in all these experiments described as time was pres!.ing. In the IMt 
experiment n ought to have been just twice the value found in case XXVIll. 

XXXI. This is a Roentgen photograph taken in a peculiar manner. It so happened 
that a workman who thought he had injured one of his figures desired to have a photograph 
taken and a tube was inserted between the ground plate and a coil, as illustrated in the 
diagram under xxn. It was doubtful whether the tube could be cnergi~ed in this manner 
but the experiment proved that it could and a photograph was taken by flash ing the 
tube a few times, after the adjustment of the vibration in the primary and excited circuit 
was completed and resonating condition in the latter secured. Nothing peculiarly interesting 
beyond the manner of taking the photograph was contemplated, nevertheless an inspection 
revealed that this photograph, probably owing to the high economy of the oscillating 
systems used in these experiments. or possibly on account of the frequency, was distinctly 
different from many others taken with djfferent apparatus. The tube was not strongly 
exciud and the eAposurc was scarcely more than a few seconds, yet much of detail was 
recorded. It is quite curious how plainly Lhe nails arc shown, much as in an ordinary 
photograph. 

363 

-, 



Colorado Springs laboratory fully developed. 
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On this occasion I must point out a peculiar feature about the action of the current~· 

developed by this apparatus upon Roentgen tubes. As might be expected, some expel'i~ents 
were carried on in this line also and possibly with greater pleasure than those in other 
directions, for my conviction is growing stronger every day that, with apparatus such 
as the present, wonderful results must be secured provided only that a tube is constructed 
capable of taking up any amount of energy. On my return this task will be a serious one. 
Many times tubes have been worked here from the secondary but curiously enough, for 
a reason which is to me not yet clear, they can only work for afew seconds at the most 
as, almost instantly, they become very highly rarefied and the sparks begin to dart over 
the glass, the tube becoming useless. No matter how the current was cut down the action 
took place, unless it was reduced to such an extent that the tube was scarcely excited at 
all Already in New York with an apparatus similar to this, though much smaller, l ob
served that such an action always occurs, in some degree, when the vibrating system possesses 
a very small resistance and the elccu-ical movement in the circuit connected to the tube 
is very large. This will be further investigated. 

XXXII. This is a central view through the open entrance spoiled ... 

Note: Plate XXXIII. is missing. One more photograph is to be ma!-1e sh6wing a lamp 
lighted withQut a coil, merely rn series with a plate or object as capacity. lftime permits 
a special coil will be constructed for full power of apparatus and alJ photographs, as far 
as practicable, taken outside. Taken in this manner they would be undoubted.Jy much 
more interesting to scientific men. 

Colorado Springs 
Jan. 3, 1900 

Photographs taken with Mr. Alley from Dec. 17 to Dec. 31, 1899 and particulars relating 
to the same. 

ln the photographs, which will be presently described, 11" x 14" Cramer plates 
were used, most of which were "instantaneous isochromatic". 

XXXIU. View of the Pike's Peak Ra.nge taken from room through the window 
glass by moonlight, the night of an eclipse. A gale was blowing and it being impossible 
to place the camera outside, the photograph was taken in the above manner. As the building 
was trembling more or less during the sudden gusts of wind the picture is not as perfect 
as it might have been. The light was magnificent., the moon almost full and a good photo
graph might have been taken in 10-15 minutes. There was, of course, considerable loss 
in the transmission through the window glass though it was thoroughly cleansed, never
theless the photograph is as good as if it had been taken in daylight. The exposure was 
much too long., two hours, from 9-11. Had the wind not been blowing a perfect picture 
would have been obtained in a quarter of lhal time. The wonderful brightness of the 
moonlight was increased by the snow which was unusually heavy. 

XXXIV. This photograph shows the laboratory viewed from behind with the 
mountain range from Pike's Peak to Cheyenne Mountain in the background. There was 
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Phot. XXXVlII. View of the laboratory from the Pike's Peak side. 
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not much snow on the ground and little or none ar. the ;oof. The exposure was only 35 mi
nutes, the moon nearly full. As the wind was blowing, the ball on top of the pole.does 
not show well. 

XXXV. This is another view of the laboratory from the rear with the Pike's Peak 
Range as background. Considerable snow on the ground. The exposure was two hours. 
It was again a windy night and the image of the upper part of the pole and ball is marred 
owing to swaying. 

XXXVI. Again a view of the laboratory from the rear with the lower mountain 
range on the right side of Pike's Peak as background. There was snow on the ground. 
Extremely cold and very windy. Exposure 40 minutes. 

XXXVII. Once more a view of the laboratory from the rear with the Pike's Peak 
Ra1'ge as background. The moon was waning and a longer exposure - three hours -
was made. It was found that the plate was somewhat over-exposed. Otherwise the con
ditions were not unfavourable. The wind was not strong and there was still considerable 
snow on the ground. The above photographs satisfied fully the novel pbasure of taking 
pictures by the fascinating moonlight of Colorado and attention was then turned to less 
agreeable but more useful work. 

XXXVIU. This is a view of the laboratory from the Pike's Peak side taken in the 
morning by sunlight, fresh fallen snow on ground . 

· XXXIX. A view of the Laboratory from the rear taken under the same conditions. 

XL. Illustrates discharge of "extra coil" laterally across the field from a pointed 
wire on the top of the coil to a baU 30" diam., provided with a poi:nt and a coil on a stand 
which supports the ball. Strong streamers and sparks, the latter passing to the floor; 
the coil mentioned and hood fastened to structure of iron pipes in the center of the building. 
Some sparks passed also to the roof causing, as usual, considerable concern, the fireproof 
paint notwithstanding. Some streamers in the same positions as others relative to the ca
mera are very weak, this is probably due to their red color. Many streamers show clearly 
the phenomenon of splitting up or ramification and the sparks, where they strike the floor, 
develop increased luminosity. The feature of .. splashing" on the floor upon striki1'g the 
same is also well illustrated, particularly on one of the streamers which is thinner and 
sharper than most others. To give an idea of the magnitude of the discharge the experiment
er is sitting slightly behind the "extra coil". I did not like this idea but some people find 
such photographs interesting. Of course, the discharge was not playing when the experi
menter was photographed, as might be imagined! The streamers were first impressed 
upon thc..plate in dark or feeble light, then the experimenter placed himself on the chair 
and an ex.posure to arc light was made and, finally, to bring out the features and other 
detail, a smaJI flash powder was set off. ft was fount.I necessary to sit in the chair during 
the exposure to arc light as, otherwise, the structure of the chair would show through the 
body of the person, if the same were exposed merely lo the light of the flash powder. 
As the weather during these experiments., which were carried on late a t night. was most 
generally far below zero, 1 tried to overcome the above necessity but neither I nor Mr. 
Alley could device a practical remedy. 

The simplest remedy would have been to employ a very powerful light enabling 
an instantaneous exposure, but this was not practicable with the arc light. On the other 
hand, the ball being very large, a great quantity of flash powder was required which it 
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was not &.dvisable to use because of danger and impairment of the quality of the ph\)tO
graphs. In the instance descnl>cd, the streamers shown were produced by· 50 closures of 
the circuit energizing the Westinghouse transformer, each closure lasting approximately 
one half of one se<:ond, possibly less. The exposure to arc light lasted 5 minutes, about 
half of the full lens opening, and in flashing about one third of a large size Eastman powder 
was set off. 

XLI. This is a similar view of the discharge (fifty flashes, very short) of the extra 
coil from a pointed wire on top, or free terminal. The photograph shows, in an interesting 
manner, the splitting up of streamers or sparks near the floor. Another curious feature 
observable is the splitting and again uniting of a streamer or spark. I say "streamer or 
sparkn because the former become:> a "spark" or perhaps stated better, an "arc" when 
it strikes some object which causes a strong current to pass through the path of the streamer, 
which then suddenly assumes the brilliancy and color characteristic of "sparks". I have 
seen at times a very strong discharge dart out from a point or surface in the form of a spa.ck, 
continue for 6-10 feet or so and then split up in streamers. It is more than likely that 
this phenomenon will be found recorded in some of the photographs taken on closer 
inspection, as it is not unfrequcnL At times, again, l have observed a small length of a 
streamer, anywhere along its path, assume a relatively very ct<>nsiQ°erable luminosity and 
assume in this part the character of a spark. This I have, if I am not mistaken, already 
pointed out elsewhere. Some such luminous parts or points are to be seen plainly in this 
and other photographs. 

When the action is v~ry energetic, owing to the power of the streamer and other 
causes, the luminous portion of the same: becomes a veritable "fireball". This observation 
which, to my greatest astouishment, I have frequently observed in experiments with this 
apparatus, shows now clearly how "fireballs" are produced in lightning discharges and 
their nature is now quite plain. I have heretofore always been inclined to believe this 
phenomenon to be merely a visual impression. similar to one which is experienced uron 
a violent blow on the eye, or some part of the bead, or the spine, or which foUows upon 
a sudden and very inteo.se manifestation of light most generally. Although the vision of 
a moving ball of great luminosity is experienced only in the rarest instances, the person 
as a rule seeing luminous spots, "stars" or ftamiog tongues. 

With the present experiences I am satisfied that the phenomenon of the "fireball" 
is produced by the sudden heating, to high incandescence, of a mass of air or other gas 
as the case may be. by the passage of a powerful discharge. There are many ways or less 
plausible in which a mass of air might be thus affected by the spark discharge, but l hold 
the following explanation of the mode of production of the "ball" as being, most likely 

- of all others which I have considered, the true one. When sudden and very powerful dis
charges pass through the air, the tremendous expansion of some portions of the latter and 
subsequent rapid cooling and condensation gives rise to the creation of partial vacua 
in the places of greatest development of heat. These vacuous spaces, owing to the properties 
of the gas, arc most likely to assume the shape of hollow spheres when, upon cooling, the 
air from all around rushes in to fiU the "cavity" created by the explosive dilatation and 
subsequent contraction. Suppose now that this result would have been produced by one 
spark or streamer discharge and that now a second discharge, and possible many more, 
follows in the path of the first. What will happen? Before answering the question we must 
remember that, contrary to existing popular notions, the currents passing through the 
air have the strength of many hundreds and even thousands of amperes. 
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It was a revelation to myself to find that, even with the apparatus used in the6e 
experiments, a single powerful streamer, breaking out from. a well insulated terminal, 
may easily convey a current of several hundred amperes! The general impression, ·if.Lam 
not mistaken, is that the current in such a streamer is small but this belief is due to the 
comparative unfamiliarity of the electrician with such apparatus as I am now using. As 
a matter of fact it is quite easy to consume in such streamers, as arc illustrated in these 
photographs, most of the energy developed by the apparatus and the currents conveyed 
through the air may be, by suitable provisions, made as strong as those circulating in the 
wire or coil itself which produces them. No wonder then, that a small mass of air is "explod
ed" with an effect similar to that of a bombshell, as noted in many lightning discharges. 

But to return now to the explanation of the "fireball", let us now assume that such 
a powerful streamer or spark discharge, in its passage through the air, happens to come 
upon a vacuous sphere or space formed in the manner described. This space, containing 
gas highly rarefied , may be just in the act of contracting, at any rate, the intense current, 
passing through the rarefied gas suddenly raises the same to an extremely high temperature, 
all the higher as the mass cf the gas is very small. But although the gas may have been 
brought to vivid incandescence, yet its pressure may not be very great. If, upon the sudden 
passage of the discharge, the pressure of the heated air exceeds that of the ai~ around, the 
luminous ball or space will expand, but most generally it may not do so. Fer assume, for 
instance, that the air in the .. vacuous" space was at one hundredth say, of its normal 
pressure, which might well be the case, then, since the pressure in the space would be as 
the absolute temperature of the gas within, it would require a temperature which seems 
scarcely realizable, to raise the pressure of the rarefied gas to the normal air pressure. 
It is therefore rca.sonahJc to expect that, despite the high inamdcscencc of the rarefied air, 
the space filled with the same will continue to contract, and here an important consideration 
presents itself. When. as before explained, the vacuous space was formed, the spark or 
streamer passed through the air disruptively, therefore the path was necessarily very thin, 
threadlike, and the minute quantity of the air which served as a conductor for the current 
was expanded with explosive violence to many thousand times its original volume. Owing 
to the fact, however, that the quantity of matter through which the current was conveyed 
was small, a great facility was offered for giving off t.he beat so that the highly expanded 
gas-owing to its expansion and to radiation and convection of heat-cooled instantly. 

But how is it when the second discharge and possibly many subsequent ones pass 
through the rarefied gas? These discharges find the gas already expanded and in a condi· 
lion to take up much more energy by reason of the properties it acquires through rare
faction. Evidently, the energy consumption in any given part of the path of the streamer 
or spark discharge is, under otherwise the same conditions, proportionate to the resi
stance of- that part of the path ; and since, after the gas has once broken down, the resi
stance of other parts of the path of the discharge is much s'maller than that including the 
vacuous space, a comparatively very great energy consumption must necessarily take 
place in this portion of the current path. Here, then, is a mass of gas heated to high incan
descence suddenly but not, as before, in a condition to give up heat rapidly. It can not 
cool down rapidly by expansion, as when the vacuous space was being formed, nor can it 
give off much beat by convection. To some extent even radiation is diminished. On the 
contrary, despite the high temperature, it is compelled to confinement in a limited space 
which is continuously shrinking instead of expanding. All these causes cooperate in main
taining, for a comparatively long period of time, the gas coo.fined in this space al an elevated 
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temperatur-:, in a state of high incandescenc::e. in the case under consideration. 'Thus, it 
is that the phenomenon of the .. ball" is produced and the same made to persist for a 
perceptible fraction or inte.rval of time. As might be expected, lhe incancC!cmt ma£s 
of gas in a medium violently agitated, could not possibly remain in the same place but 
will be, as a rule, carried, in some direction or other, by the currents of the air. Upon little 
reflection, however, we are led to the conclusion that the ball or incandescent mass, of 
whatever shape it be, will always move from the place where an explosion occured first, 
to some place where such an explosion oocured lattr. This will be most generally in the 
path of the discharge, from its origin to its end, but not necessarily always so. For example, 
it may so happen that a spark produced in some place strikes an object of a material which 
is evaporated or volatilized with difficulty, and that /attr, in another place., this same or 
other spark hits an object of a material more volatile. It so then the explosion on the later 
place wlll sooner occur, and the result will be that lhe current of air, when both the explo
sions have subsided, will move from the later to the former locality. But I believe that, 
in most cases, the current of air will take the opposite course, as before stated. In whatever 
direction the movement may occur, it is plain that the velocity can not be very great. 
In fact, all observers concur in the opinion that such a "fireball" moves slowly. It we 
interpret the nature of this wonderful phm.omenon in this m~r~we shall find it quite 
natural that when such a ball encounters in its course an object, as a piece of organic matter 
fo r instance, it will raise the same to a high temperature, thus h"berating suddenly a great 
quantity of gas by evaporating or volatilizing the substance with the result of being 
itself d issipated or "exploded". Obviously, also, it may be expected that the conducting 
mass of the "ball" originated as described, and moving through a highly insulating medium, 
will be likely to be highly electrified, which accords with many of the observations made. 
A beuer knowledge of this phenomenon will be obtained by following up experiments 
with still more powerful apparatus which is in a large measure already settled upon and 
will be constructed as soon as time and means will permit. There may be a way, however, 
of intensifying in this respect, the action of the present machine. A very important matter 
is to use better means of photographing the streamers exhibiting lhese phenomena. Much 
more sensitive plates ought to be prepared and experimented with. The coloring of the 
films befo re suggested might also be helpful in leading up to some valuable observation. 
It being a fact tha t this phenomenon may now be artificially produced, it wiJJ not be dif
ficult to learn more of its nature. Photography will be, of course, the best means to investi
gate it and the first efforts ought to be in this direction. With the present plates, although 
the "balls" produced with the apparatus experimented with are probably up to I l /2" diam. 
and possibly more, they leave only a small dark spot on the plate, only the nucleus or 
cenn-al portion impressing itself. 

370 



Phol. XLITI. The discharge of "extra coil" laterally across the shop. Mr. Alley is sitting. 
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Colorado Springs 
Jat1: 4, 1900 

Photographs taken with Mr. Alley from Dec. 17 to Dec. 31, 1899 and particulars about 
the same: 

XLil. Illustrates a similar view of same apparatus in action. The streamers llnd 
sparks are produced by 25 short throws of the switch. The sparks pass to hood, door 
and roof. The "splashing" on the floor is plainly visible. Many other features of interest. 
some of which have been already described, may be observed in the photograph. So, fN 
instance, one or two streamers show c.learly the phenomenon, which has been dwelt upon 
already, namely more luminous spots or "balls". The loss in luminosity of a streamer 
branching out is also illustrated. To give an idea of the magnitude of the display again 
a human figure is introduced, this time Mr. Alley silting. The exposure to arc light was 
S minutes, about half opening of full lens and afterward about one half of the large Eastman 
powder was set off. 

XLIU. This shows again the same discharge laterally ~ross...the shop, as before. 
The sparks are more powe1f.1J this time and there are more of them, fifty throws of the 
switch being made. The sparks and streamers are made to issue this time from a curved 
wire forming the terminal of the extra coil. The sparks to the hood and to the roof are 
particularly interesting. The point used before on the ball 30" diam. was taken off. The 
extra coil unfortunately broke through some places ud also to the ftoor. 

Some of the streamers form actual loops turning back upon themselves. A curious 
feature is presented by a long streamer striking the wooden support of the ball and splash
ing from there upon the ground wire lead:ng from the ball. Some streamers are seen 
to pass along the wire without striking the same, lighting finally on the ball This plainly 
illustrates that the path of such a discbat ge is accidental, dependent on the arrangement 
of particles floating in the air on the currents in the latter. Luminous points are again 
observed on some of the streamers, as in previous instances. Jn this experiment the other 
particulars were 1he same as before. Mr. Alley was pho1ographed once more, a flash being 
used after the arc light exposure as in the preceding case. 

XLJV. This plate shows the extra coil discharging laterally across the shop and to 
the floor, 1he streamers and sparks issuing from several thin wires tied together and spread 
apact on the end. In 1his experiment several discharges to the floor were so powerful as 
to actually inflame the wood on the spot where they struck the wood. Several instances 
of "splashing" on the wood arc observed. The spli1ting or branching is nicely shown in 
one of the streamers. One of the sparks strikes the wood and disappears emerging again 
at some d istance from the spot, having evidently followed a better conducting path through 
the wood. A powerfuJ spark passes to the coil on the stand, jumps out and strikes the 
top wire of the secondary, instead of taking the shorter and easier rou1e along the wire 
to the ground. Some very curious curves and twists are observed on a number of the sparks 
and streamers. Jn the experiment, 100 throws of the switch were made and the particulars 
were in other respects the same as before, the vibration of the "extra coil" being the normal 
or nearly so. 
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XLV. This shows a slightly different view, the discharge of the extra coil taking 
a similar course laterally across the shop. Strong sparks pass to hood, floor, high coii . 
on stand and also to roof. The photograph presents features of interest similar to the 
foregoing. One of the streamers behaves curiously, going for some distance away from. Uic 
coil and then turning back upon the same. The f~ture of the thickening of some sparks 
and streamers on the lower end near the floor is well shown in a few instances, and unmis
takably. The discharges arc long as they arc made to issue from the tip of a wire, mostly 
the leaks on other points being comparatively small. The glow of the top wire of the secon
dary is strong. Fifty throws of the switch were made in this instance, other particulars 
remaining substantially the same. 

XLVI. Jn this case again lhe extra coil discharges laterally as in a number of in
stances just described. As there was a bad leak on a spot of the rubber cable forming the 
last two or top turns of the extra coil, a ball of 30" diam. was connected to the cable 
al that poln1, the object being to take up the pressure and prevent the leak. It was expected 
that the discharge from the end of the wire, from where it was intended to issue, would 
thus be strengthened. This proved to be the case decidedly, but the presence of the ball 
slowed down the vibration of the extra coiJ to some extent, thus destroying the best con
dition for resonance obtainable with •··- apparatus, for some inductance had to.be inserte'd 
in series with the primary of the osciUator and this meant a slightly d~rca.s!<i economy. 
Some streamers, issuing from the large ball, despite the drain on the end of the wire, 
illustrate clearly the immense electromotive force and great quantity of electrical movement 
in the system. Many strong sparks pass to the high coil and still many more to the ground 
through the wooden floor, the latter showing some of the interesting phenomena described 
before. Particularly clear is the action of some sparks in inftaming or volatilizing the wood 
on the spot where they strike it. The splashing over the surface of the wood is also well 
shown in a number of instances. A portion of the floor struck by a number of sparks 
near together is considerably illuminated, chiefly by the increased light of the sparks 
on the surface of the ftoor and near the same. This addjtional light is, as may be seen 
durin,g the experiment and also by an inspection of the photograph, due to the momentary 
ignition of the material to which also the thickening of the sparks near the floor might 
be ascribed, observable in some of the sparks. A curious screw movement is noticeable on 
some of the streamers. There were again 100 throws of the switch made in this experiment, 
the other particulars being, as nearly as practicable, the same as before. 

XLVJI. Once more a similar view was ta.ken, illustrated on this plate, but the ball 
was not connected to the top of the extra coil and the vibration of the latter was very nearly 
the normal. There arc some leaks on the cable on top, despite the most careful wrapping 
with mica.and..rubber, ncvcrtbcllcs some of the sparks and streamers issuing from the tip 
of the wire attain great length. A number of the sparks fly in curiously curved paths to 
the top wire of the secondary. These are about 22 feet or more in a straight line. There 
is a draught created by the discharge, as is evident from the splitting up of some sparks 
or streamers in individuaJ discharges effected by the operation of the break wheel. Many 
interesting formations of the streamers and some phenomena before described arc again 
noted in this case. Some sparks arc seen to continue along the floor. The sparks to the 
hood show clearly and beautifully the effect of the draught created in consequence of the 
rapid beating of the air. A curious feature is afforded by some streamers actually doubling 
upon themselves. The secondary resonates very strongly but the strong streamers on the 
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top wir~ arc partially doc to the reaction of the excited sy:;tcm. In the pr~"1lt instance also, 
100 throws of the switch were made, the other conditions remaining practically the same 
as before. 

XL VIII. This plate shows one of the strongest discharges viewed similarly, as in 
the previous cases just dwelt upon. The streamers and spark issue again from the tip of 
the "free terminal" wire of the extra coil. Some of the sparks pass again in winding paths. 
which are very long, much longer than the straight course which they should take, to the 
top of the secondary. These paths have easily a length of some fif,y feet or so and are 
of extreme brillfancy. This is partially due to the capacity of the ball of 30" diam. connected 
to the top turn of the extra coil. Some very brilliant and thick sparks pass from the ball 
to the hood above and others much longer, though less brilliant, strike the high coil on 
the stand across the laboratory. One of the streamers is wonderfully interesting on account 
of the curiously twisted anJ curved appearance. It is hard to conceive how a discharge can 
pass through the air in this way when there c.xists a strong tendency to make it take the 
shortest rou1c. 

The curiously curved path clearly shows how extremely sensitive discharges of great 
length, and particularly those passing out into the air from a single tc;rminal, are to currents 
of the air. This sensitiveness is still further increased when the ~earner or spark is not 
compelled to issue always from the same point or points, as when the terminal is constituted 
by a pointed wire, but can issue with equal facility from other points as, for example, when 
the terminal is constituted by a large ball or disk. The slightest draught is, in such a case, 
sufficient to alter the position and shape of the streamer. In such an instance the discharge 
is also highly sensitive to other influences, as magnetic or electric actions, Roentgen rays, 
light and other forces or disturbances in the medium. 

I now understand better why a "rotating brush", which I have described some years 
ago, is so wonderfully sensitive, many times more than any other sensitive device of which ( 
have knowledge at present. It seems to me that a sensitive device in telegraphy on this 
principle will have to be ultimately adopted in preferance to others. The trouble is that it 
Is diflcull, or at any rate inconvenient. to produce and maintain the phenomenon but this 
difficulty may be overcome in time. The photograph described shows very beautifully 
how a streamer falls apart aod spatters after striking a wooden structure, owing 10 the 
sudden heat evolution and gas generation at that spot. The photograph conveys well 
the idea of the fierceness of the discharge produced by 100 throws of the switch, other 
particulars remain 'og. 

Colorado Springs 
Jan. S, 1900 

Photographs taken with Mr. Alley from Dec. 17 to Dec. 31, 1899 and particulars about 
the same continued : 

XLIX. This plate shows again the extra coil viewed centrally and discharging from 
the brass ring on top, mentioned before, to which thin wires, pointing upwards, are fastened. 
As the streamers arc made to issue from great many points at once, they are decidedly weak
er than when, as in some previous cases, permitted to issue only from a few points. This 
is evident from the fineness of their texture, as shown in lhe photograph. But the total 
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amount of energy spent upon the air is very great in this experiment and the coil in action 
produces the effect of a hot furnace, creating a strong curre.nt of air through the ope~ · 
roof which, rushing upward, takes effect upon the streamers as is plainly recorded un the 
plate, particularly on the upper streamers. A very intercstjng long spark passes to .. the 
wire leading from the secondary. It is evident that many streamers are split up to such an 
extent that they do not impress the film sufficiently. ln the experiment also 100 throws 
of the switch were made and the other particulars were nearly the same as before. The 
e.m.f. at the terminals of the extra coil system is necessarily smaller because of the faciJjty 
afforded for the escape of the streamers and great friction.al loss in the air, which causes 
the free oscillations of the system to die out more quickly than in some of the foregoing 
experiments. 

L. This photograph rcprc~nts a similar view of the extra coil discharging from the 
brass ring and wires fastened tC' same; in this case the wires being directed downwards 
The streamers show much the same character as before and many are evidently not strong 
enough to record their path on the film, on account of the great quantity of them. Most 
of them produce the effect of a strong glow only. Some strong sparks pass occasionally 
to the wire leading from the secondary. Again. the photograph was produced by 100 clo
sures of the switch and normal excitation of the extra coil system. 

LI. This is once more the em-a coil discharging under similar condjtioq,s_'and viewed 
in the same manner. The wires fastened to the brass ring forming the last tum of extra 
coil are in this case poi.nted stm more downwards. To strengthen the streamers somewhat 
the number of the discharging wires is red~. The streamers on the top part of the picture 
are very beautiful, their paths being curiously curved. But the fine texture of the d ischarge 
again shows the weakening effect of the many wires or points of issue, though the indi
vidual discharges arc evidently stronger than before. Some spark.a passing to the hood 
and floor are interesting and show th&t the e.m.f. has been increased by reducing the num
ber of the d ischarging wires. ln fact some sparks and streamers attain great length and 
there arc a number of instances of their splitting up in curious ways illustrated. A strong 
draught effect is also apparent. The photograph is rendered more beautiful by its symmetry. 
All particulars remained as before. 

Colorado Springs 
Jan. 6, 1900 

Photographs taken with Mr. Alley from Dec. 17 to Dec. 31, 1899 and particulars relating 
to the same continued : 

Lii. This plate shows a djschargc from the top o f the extra coil, produced by a 
single closure of the circuit or throw of the switch, of very short duration. The discharge 
issues again from the brass ring on the top of the extra coil, which is viewed centrally. 
Some streamers pass into the air and sparks dart to the hood above the coil. A curious 
spiral or screw mo tion in one o r two streamers is no ticeable. The light of the discharge, 
though lasting but one fraction of a second, is strong eno ugh to reveal a part of the structure 
and the top of the coil. The current of air separates the sparks and streamers into the indi
vidual discharges produced by the break wheel. This effect is beautifully shown. The vibra-
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Phot. LU. Discharge from the top of "extra coil'', produced by a single closure of the circuit of very 
short duration. 
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Pho!. LUI. Produced under similar conditions as phot. Lii by a single closure of the circuit b:.it of longer 
duration. 
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Phot. LIV. "Extra coil" discharging upwards from the brass ring on the top. 
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tion oflhe coil and all other particulars arc as in most previous instances recently described. 
No after illumination by arc or ftash. · 

LUI. This illustrates apin the discharge of the extra coil under similar conditions 
as produced by a single closure of the circuit through the switch, but of longer duration. 
This is a side piece to Photograph VI already described, only the door was not open as 
in that case and the draught was consequently .much smaller. Some very interesting bending 
upon themselves and twisting of the streamers and sparks may be observed in the picture. 
Jn places, some streamers are actually interrupted. This singular phenomenon bas already 
been described on a previous occasion. Some streamers ag:dn appear exceptionally thin 
though they ought to appear as thick as the others, judgirrg from their position relative 
to the camera. This is evidently due to the smaller actinic power of these particular dischar
ges, owing to which only the central and white portion impresses itself upon the film. 
A sparlc strilcing the floor shows the feature of "splashing", dwelt upon before very clearly. 
A few sparks reach the roof but do not continue along the same, beiq rather weak at that 
distance. The photograph is on the whole very beautiful All the particulars were as nor
mally or nearly so. 

LIV. In this photograph the 0 extra coil" is again shown in central view discharging 
upwards from the brass ring or tum on th.e top, undec conditions nearly iloniial. 100 throws 
of switch were made in the experiment The plate is very interesting on aocount of the 
exceptional fineness of the streamers and perhaps still more so owing to the curious curves 
of the sparks. One of the latter is seen to pass quite close to the hood without striking it, 
preferring a point of the iron pole far above the hood. Another feature of interest is af
forded by a streamer passing close to the iron pole and escaping through the opening in 
the roof. seemingly not being affected by the presence of the pole. These two discharges 
are very long, the latter particularly. The photograph is very successful, the focusing being 
excellent. 

LV. This plate illustrates the discharge passing laterally across the laboratory from 
the tip of a wire, forming the "free" terminal of the extra coil, chiefiy to the floor and top 
wire of the secondary. The sparks and streamers are very powerful and long, exhibiting many 
of the phenomena described in some cases before. One spark passing from the terminal 
of the extra coil across the laboratory is of rare beauty showing the individual discharges 
eff ccted by the break wheel exceptionally well. A few spades and streamers show luminous 
points on some places which may be "fireballs". I have already dwelt at some length on 
this fascinating phenomenon and have explained what I consider to be its true nature. 
It may be of interest to state that such luminous points may be produced in other ways 
without-partaking of the nature of the fireballs. One of these ways may be described here. 
It is well known - at least I assume so - that by causing two or more vibrations of dif
ferent pitch to pass along a conductor, nodal points and points of maximum effect may be 
produced and caused to shift slowly along the conductor. Such a result I have frequently 
obtained with two vibrations of but slightly different period, the period of one of the vibra
tions being adjustable. If I recollect rightly I have described a result of this kind somewhere 
before this. 

Substituting for a conducto r of copper a va.cuum tube of grea t length, [ have also 
produced in the latter more or less luminous strips, striae o r po rtions which would move 
along the tube with a velocity dependent on the relative wave length v f both the vibrations, 
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Phot. L V. "Extra coil" discharging laterally across the laboratory from the tip of a wire forming the free 
terminal of the coil to the floor and top wire of the secondary. 
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and wh.icb was at will adjustable by an adjustment of the wave length of one of the vibra
tions. The truth is, however, that I observed this phenomenon in vacuum tubes long 
before without being able to render myself an account of the nature of the same-until 
l obta.ioed the aame effect on a wire in the manner stated. Now it is quite clear that. since 
a st.reamer is a cooductiq path comparable to a wire. the same pbeoomeaon may take 
place on the streamer itself- being the rault of two (or possibly more) vibrations of dif
ferent wave length. This is all the more probable u in such an apparatus two vibrations 
of this kind may readily occur since the capacity, or the inductance of the circujt or both, 
may undergo variations u the discharge is playing, thus modifying the period to a slight 
extent - suf'ficient to cause the production of this phenomenon. ln fact I have frequently 
observed such variations of the constants of the circuit which is oscillating, these variations 
being produced in various different ways. Thus it may happen that the1 e is seen on such 
a long sparlc or streamer a point or portion of greater or smaller lumlnousity, or more 
such points, moving along the path of the discharge with a small velocity, without having 
anything to do with the occurrence of the fireballs, as before explained. 

If the interruption of a discharge in some part of its course, which was noted before. 
would not have been actually and unmistabbly observed, I would thinlc it quite possible 
that this phenomenon might be due to a darlc part or nodal portion formed on the streamer 
in the manner above set forth, this part being either stationary or slowlyshifting along 
the path of the discharge, as the case may be. I thinlc that I shall be able to settle this point 
in the following experiment which I propose to carry out. The idea is to provide a streamer 
which will be preferably straight and will pass continuously through the same path, thus 
enabling an effect propagated along the streamer to be observed just as on a wire. The 
streamer should be preferably also of very great length. This I am convinced I can realize 
u follows : 

A glass tube of pieces joined together temporarily, of rather large diameter, and of 
a length of, say, 30 to SO fee t is to be provided. The end of a well insulated wire, forming 
the " free" terminal of a coil, as the extra coil here used, is to be led in one end of the glass 
tube, in the center of the same so that the streamer, when formed on the point of this 
wire, will have the tendency to pass along the tube on the inside of the same. In o rder, 
however, to keep the discharge away from the glass, suction is to be applied on the o ther 
end of the tube o r else a current of air i.s to be fo rced through the tube - from the side 
of the d ischarging wire towards the other open end of the former, in any convenient way
so as to compel the streamer to pass along the uis of the glass tube. If the tube is of large 
diameter I do no t think that it will be difficult to carry out the experiment. Now this stre
amer is to be produced by oscillations ol small wave length and under these conditions it 
will be quite easy to produce stationary or shining, nodal or maximum points along the 
path of the streamer. 

But, to return to the description of the present photograph, some of the paths des
cribed by the discharge are curious in the extreme. Many features dwelt upon before 
are again and even more clearly shown. So the "splashing", the splitting up and reuniting 
is plainly visible. Some streamers strike the roof and one particularly was dangerous, the 
plate showing that after hitt ing the roof it divided in three parts following the structure. 
This will scarcely print. An ignition of the roof would have been unavoidable had the 
switch been held on only a fraction of a second longer. But in manipulating the switch 
l a lways took care to throw off the handle instantly when, by chance, one or the discharges 
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Phot. LVI. Discharge of "extra coil" issuing from a ball of 30'' diam. forming the "free" terminal of the 
coil towards a coil on a stand. 
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Phot. LVII. Similar as in phot. LVI but discharging across the laboratory into the air. 
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would dart to the roof. It is to be regretted that the building, although very large for ordi
nary experiments, did not allow the production of discharges still stronger than those 
before described, which would have been easily practicable with the present apparatus 
which - with more copper in the coils and particularly in the "extra coil", and possibly 
without any change - would have in all probability enabled me to reach twice or three 
times the length of the actual discharges. In the experiment a great many sparks were 
seen to pas to the top turn of the secondary. These discharges would, without adequate 
provision, infallibly injure the condensers and the Westinghouse transformer and also 
other apparatus connected with the circuits or at a small distance from the same, no matter 
how well insulated they might be. By grounding the circuits in proper ways this danger 
is in a large measure reduced. In the experiment just described there were again 100 clo
sures, rather short, effected by the switch and the other particulars not dwelt upon were 
the same as before. 

This statement repeatedly made in the description of these plates should be specified. 
The truth is, each experiment required a special adjustment as the size and form of the 
terminals and the character of the discharge affected, to some extent, the constants of the 
oscillating system or systems. But the departures from the conditions designated as normal 
were very slight, the inductance of the primary or exciting circuit being varied only by 
inserting a very few turns of the regulating coil. 

LVI. In this photograph the discharge of the extra coil, issuing from a balJ of JO" 
diameter forming the "free" terminal, passes across the laboratory to a wire turned toward 
and extending from the top of a coil on a stand. The discharge is made of smaller length 
for Lhe purpose of heighLening its brilliance. The shortesl distance in a straight line from 
the ball to the wire is eleven feet. As the light of the sparks would produce a marring of the 
images, the photograph is taken through a diaphragm with a very small oponing. The 
individual discharges corresponding to the closures of the circuit by the break wheel are 
very clearly shown. I t is interesting to observe the curved paths of the sparks which are 
much longer than the shortest route open to them. Some of the sparks avoid the wire 
preferring to pass through fully twice the distance through the air. An interesting feature 
is afforded by one of the longest streamers which in a portion nearer to the wire, extending 
from the coil on the stand, changes from a streamer into a spark. It is also curious to observe 
its path passing far beyond the wire point and returning to the same. In this instance there 
were 50 throws of the switch made and the vibration was slightly slower than the normal 
on account of the large ball at the free terminal. 

LVII. This plate shows the extra coil, with a ball of 30" diam. as "free" terminal, 
discharging laterally across the laboratory into the air. The discharges are much stronger 
when breaking out from the ball, requiring a much higher e.m.f. Capacity also adds to 
their volume and fierceness. Many streamers again show luminous points and attain 
great length, one in particular, which traverses the entire laboratory striking the wall. 
The end is probably too fine to print clearly. Many discharges again are carried to the 
roof by the draught they create. Once more I 00 throws of the switch were made. The 
conditions were otherwise the same. 
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Phot. LYIII. Discharge from "extra coil" issuing from two diametrically opposite wires, pointing upwards 
and fastened to the brass ring on the top of the coil. 
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Phot. LIX. Discharge of "extra coil" issuing from many wires fastened to the brass ring as on phot. LVIII. 
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Colorado Springs 
Jan. 7, 1900 

Photographs takm with Mr. AUey from Dec. 17 to Dec. 31, 1899 and partiadars about 
the same continued: 

LVUJ. This pbotopph shows the extra coil in central view with the discharge 
issuing from two diametrically opposite wires, pointing upwards, which are fastened to 
the brass ring or last tum on the top. The sparks, passing abundantly to the hood abov-e 
the coil, produce a. most beautiful symmetrical figure, which is rendered still more :.o 
by the fine texture and sharpness of the discharge paths. On the top of th~ ccil from the 
bra.as ring delicate streamers rise producing the effect of a ftame. The two wires from the 
ends of which the sparks and streamers saUy forth glow all along. This is remarkable 
and indicates the great quantity of electrical movement. Tbc glow of the top tum of the 
secondary and also that of the wire leading to the extra coll is strong, that of the latter 
wire being much stronger. Some exceptionally brilliant spub occur occuionally. This 
happens when the discharge breaks out on one wire or point much earlier. In this case the 
spark continues along this path and practically all the energy supplied goes this way. 
In the experiment, as in most cases before, 100 throws of the switch were. made, other 
particulars remaini113 unchanged. 

LDC. In this plate the extra coil is again shown in central view, only the discharge 
is made to issue from many wires instead of only from two as before. The wires a.re fastened 
to the brass ring and are pointed upward as in the preceding case. This photograph is also 
symmetrical and extremely beautiful. Some stronger sparb and streamers oc:curring oc
casiooally present many fcatllre$ of interest. A number of sparb starting from the back 
avoid the hood, though passing near the same, circle around and finally strike the hood 
on the front side. One streamer, cxtrcmcly long, starts upward following the pole for some 
distance then turru, passing for a good distance horizontally, and finally darts upward 
through the opening in the roof, evidently carried by a sudden gust of the draught. Several 
sparks pass closely to the hood upward and return to the same after traversing a c-0nsi
derable distance. All the wires emitting the streamers glow. Again 100 throws of the switch 
were made and the vibration, as well as other particulars, remained nearly normal. 

LX. This is a very interesting plate, the discharge taking place from a ball of 8" diam. 
and two diametrically opposite wires fastened to the same. The extra coil is again viewed 
centrally. Very strong sparks pass to the floor, some twisting and darting about curiously 
and exhibiting several phenomena described already. Sparks and streamers also pass to 
hood, roof and sides of the building. Some of the streamers attain great length being 
thirty feet, at least, in a straight line, while some sparks measure twenty feet or more. 
These latter are very brilliant and fierce. The upper streamers indicate the existence of 
a strong current of air created by the heat developed by the discharge. Again 100 throws 
of the switch were made, o ther particulars remaining the same. 

LXJ. This is another most beautiful photograph showing streamers and sparks is· 
suing from a disk facing the camera. The extra coil is viewed centrally, as before, the disk 
forming the free terminal being on a point of the vertical axis of the coil. lt seems that 
in some quick moving streamers the individual discharges arc recorded, at least the texture 
appears far too fine for the break wheel period. Assume, for example, 4000 breaks per 
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Phot. LX. Discharge from a ball 8" diam. with two diametrically opposite wires fastened to the same. 
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Phot. LXl. Streamers and sparks issuing from a disk facing the camera. 
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Phot. LXII. Discharge issuing from the base of a cone upon which a ball of 30" diam. is resting. 
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Phot. LXIll. Discharge from a ball 30" diam. supported on a vertical coil. 
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second and let the vibration be, say, 60,000 per second - then there wottld be '.30 individual 
discharges in each break wheel period, understanding by this the time intervaJ from one 
break to the next, or from one closure to the next. Since the break wheel effect is always 
seen, even when the streamer moves slowly, it would seem that the finer threads indicate 
the individual discharges. Al any rate. with a stronger draught the latter can be evidently 
easily recorded and this might be a simple way of exactly determining the vibration of the 
system, certainly simpler than analysis by a revolving mirror. 

This cxpe1~mcnt I expect to perform on my return for it is indjspensable to determine 
the vibration quite exactly. Up to the present this necessity was not imperative, the method 
used being satisfactory so long as the chief purpose was to perfect the apparatus and make 
general observations. But now quantitative estimates have become important. To return 
to the description, the strong sparks to the hood are particularly curious. The s ~rong cur
rent of air is evident from their behaviour and also from the appearance of the upper 
streamers. Some very strong sparks pass to the coil in series with the extra coil. One of 
the streamers striking the ftoor ignites the wood. Many streamers are carried through 
the opening in the roof. One, exceptionally long, passes to the ph?tographer in the corner 
of the building. The shock is but slight as might be expected. ~park might be fatal, but 
there was no possibility of a spark taking that course without being stopped by conducting 
objects nearer to the origin. Some of the upper streamers arc chopped up curiously indi
cating the presence of small whirls or eddies in the air current pas.sing through the roof 
opening. The switch was here also closed 100 times; rhe closures were very short and the 
other particulars remained as before. 

LXIl. This is one of the most bcautifuJ plates taken. It shows a discharge issuing 
from the base of a cone upon which a ball of 30" diameter is rcslin,g. Streamers, though 
a few only, issue also from the ball giving evidence of lhe immense electrical pressure and 
quantity of electric movement. It was indispe.nsable to employ the metallic conical vessel 
for the purpose of preventing the discharge from following the wooden support, upon 
which the ball of 30" was supported, to the ground. This would unavoidable occur even 
if the support were of the most excellent material as regards insulation, as of glass for 
example, and no matter how high the support might be. 

In fact, l have found from long experience with these discharges of extreme electro
motive force, that it is almost impossible to insulate a terminal without some such provision 
as used in the present instance. The fundamental idea is to provide an arrangement such 
that the place of support, or that part of the terminal which rests upon the support, is 

- -giiarded by the conductor projecting beyond. In other words the terminal must be resting 
on the support on points where there is no electrical pressure or, at any rate, a very small 
pressure. This amounts to screening the support statically. Another way to prevent the 
current from following the support is to place a coil, through which the current passes, 
beneath the support passing axially through the coil. The hood , referred to repeatedly 
in these descriptions, is used for the same purpose as without the same the current would 
pass along the pole to the ground. But the hood might be dispensed with by using an extra 
coil of much smaller diameter, axial with the wooden pole supporting the iron structure, 
but it would be necessary for insurinr. safety to let the coil finish very close to the bottom 
of the iron struclure where it rests upon the insulating support. This has been one of the 
great difficuJties encountered in the cour:;e of this work and it has required much time 
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and trouble to overcome it successfully. For the same purposes also the large hood, above 
the cords keeping the iron pole in position, is employed. The rims of both these hoods 
are curved so as to enable a greatu pressure to be reached by preventing the streamers 
to break out into the air easily and at a much smaller pressure. In a new apparatus, now 
under consideration. these improvements wilJ be carried much further and I am confident 
to obtain results far beyond anything arrived at so far. 

In the present experiment it is rather astonishing to sec some streamers breaking 
out from the surface of the ball of such a large radius of curvature, when they can pass 
out so easily from the edge or base of the cone underneath. This shows the existence of 
violent surgings and a great quantity of electricity set in motion in the system. The photo· 
graph shows some luminous spots on a very powerful streamer passing to the floor. Many 
sparks are very curious on account of the curved paths they follow. The streamers here are 
also mostly of fine texture. this being due to the facility with which they break forth from 
the edge of the inverted pass and to their abundanc.e. It may be seen from the plate that 
one of the supports of the extra coil caught fire. The paniculars in this experiment were 
as in most cases before, 100 throws of the switch being made. 

LXHI. This plate again illustrates a most beautiful discharge taking pla~ from a ball 
of 30" diameter supported on a vertical coil. Owing to the abundance of-the streamers 
the ball can not be seen. The streamers are of a peculiar character, probably due to the 
manner in which they were produced, which is different from that practiced in the instances 
before described. It so happened that when the switch was thrown in the discharge from 
the ball always darted to the floor. Now, in order to make it pass upward also and so 
to produce a symmetrical fig:ire, I held the swit.ch on longer expecting that the heated air 
rising upward would carry the discharge towards the roof. Indeed this happened, the 
discharge always starting towards the floor and then gradually rising until it was vertical 
and passing out through the opening in the roof. The last and permanent position was 
attained in 3-4 seconds of time, this showing the great amount of energy spent in heating 
the air and rapid heating and rising of the latter. The air current exercises such a predo· 
minating inftuence that some streamers pass vertically upwards very close to the iron pole, 
without apparently being affected by the presence of the pole. 

A peculiar feature of the present photograph is that the upper streamers are not 
sharp although the focusing was carefully done. This is evidently due to their fluttering 
motion caused by the sudden and changing gusts of the draught. This again forcibly 
illustrates the great sensitiveness of such streamers to air currents and I am once more 
impressed with the possibility of turning this property to some good use. The symmetry 
of the e!1~!9graph is somewhat destroyed by a sparlt, which breaking the insulation of the 
top tum Oi8" rubber), passes to the hood above the coil. AU the particulars in this case 
remained nearly normal. There were again 100 throws of switch made. 
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Aleksandar Marincic 

COMMENTARIES 



In Colorado Springs' Memorial Park, near site of Tesla's experimental station, an historic marker 
notes the operation. 



I June 

Tesla mentioned a similar application of a magnet for extinction of the arc in rarefied 
gas in his lecture to the IEE in London 1892<5>. The initial idea for this type of detector 
may date from the time when he was intensively studying phenomena associated with 
currents in vacuum. 

3 June 

During the year 1899 Tesla filed applications for four patents<S- 11> which made 
use of the principle of "accumulating energy of feeble impulses". It may be seen from 
these patents that the function of the capacitor was to store energy from the commutated 
(in fact rectified) HF current. The condenser is connected to the receiver (a relay) which 
periodically makes contact<8

•
10> when the condenser charges up enough. Both these patents 

were filed 24th June 1899<8·'°>. The other two<9•11> were filed !st August I 899. They also 
refer to a method of accumulating energy but the way the incoming signal controls the 
charging of the condenser is different: here it causes variations in the resistance of a "sen
sitive device" which controls the current charging the condenser from a battery. The 
condenser discharges periodically through the receiver as in the previous case. 

Tesla developed the magnet method while he was in Colorado Springs. 

5 June 

Tesla does not state the origin of the formula he uses to calculate M, the power 
induced in the secondary, receiving coil, by the primary fed with a power of 4 kW (or 
4 x 1010 erg/sec, not ergs). Although he himself expresses doubts about the calculation, 
the conclusion he draws is correct, i.e. that these mode of transmission is greatly inferior 
to that which he calls the method of "disturbed charge of ground and air", in fact that of 
electromagnetic radiation. 

6 June 

Working with a darkened Crooke's tube, on the 8th of November 1895 Rontgen 
noted the luminescence of barium platino-cyanide crystals and discovered that it was due 
to some unknown radiation which he termed X-rays. Towards the end of that year he 
held a lecture on his discovery, and in an amazingly short time the whole world knew about 
his workC66l. 
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Tesla spent some time in intensive research on X-rays, publishing his results in ten 
articles in the period 11th March 1896 to 11th August 1897C7>. On the 6th of April 1897 
he also gave a lecture on his X-ray studies<17> and presented designs of a number of devices 
for generating powerful rays. During this lecture he reported interesting data from his 
earlier experiments with Crooke's tubes in 1894. He had then observed that some tubes 
which produced only feeble visible light had more effect on photographic plates than 
tubes which were brighter to the eye. The goal of his research was to obtain true phos
phorescence ("cold light"), so that he postponed further investigation of this phenomenon, 
and of the cause of various spots and hazing on photographic plates which had been 
kept in the laboratory for a time before use. When he finaly did get around to it a fire 
broke out in the laboratory, destroying practically everything (J 3th March 1895). It was 
several months before he could resume his work, and in the meantime Rontgen made 
his discovery. When Tesla heard about it, it was immediately plain what had been hap
pening in his laboratory. He repeated Rontgen's experiments, which were rather cryptically 
described, and realized that he had been mistaken in not following up certain chance 
observations during his work with Crooke's tubes. 

During 1896 and 1897 Tesla carried out many experiments with X-rays, also spe
culating about their nature. He thought "that the effects on the sensitive plate are due 
to projected particles, or else to vibration far beyond any frequency which we are able 
to obtain by means of condenser discharges" (Lit. (1), p. A-30). He immediately realized 
the importance of high voltages for producing powerful rays and suggested using his 
single-terminal tubes connected to the secondary of the disruptive discharge coil. It is 
interesting to note that Rontgen too, in a lecture to the Physical Medical Society of 
Wtirzburg the same month as Tesla published his first article, also pointed out the great 
advantage of using Tesla's high-frequency oscillator in generating X-rays. <66) 

Tesla measured the reflection and transmission of X-rays for several metals, lead 
glass, mica and ebonite. It is not clear, however, whether what he measured was true 
reflected radiation or secondary radiation. He also tried to detect refraction but did not 
succeed, for reasons which are today obvious. In papers and in a lecture before the New 
York Academy of Science he described a number of tubes for producing powerful X-rays, 
most of them resembling Lenard tubes (which he often mentions) but without the anode 
terminal. 

7 June 

Descriptions of the high-frequency transformer are to be found in Tesla's publica
tions and patents from 1891 onwards<15.4>, but he did not patent it until 1897<26>. The 
invention protected by this patent is "A transformer for developing or converting currents 
of high potential, comprising a primary and secondary coil, one terminal of the secondary 
being electrically connected with the primary, and with earth when the transformer is 
in use, as set forth". It in particular protects the spiral form of the secondary, and a conical 
form is also mentioned. For ordinary uses a cylindrical secondary divided into two parts 
is proposed. A new feature is the specification that the length of the secondary should 
be "approximately one quarter of the wavelength of the electrical disturbance in the secon
dary circuit, based on the velocity of propagation of the electrical disturbance through 
the coil itself", or, in general, "so that at one terminal the potential would be zero and 
at the other maximum". 
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9- 12 June 

In his efforts to construct a sensitive detector for small signals Tesla worked out 
several designs making use of the thermal effect of high-frequency current. Since the 
energies involved are very small (according to Tesla of the order of I erg), receivers based 
on this principle would be extremely delicate. 

In the archives of the Nikola Tesla Museum, Belgrade, a slide has been found which 
evidences that Tesla was probably preparing to file a patent on a receiver similar to that 
which he described in the diary the 9th of June (see drawing on p. 399). The entry for 11th 
June is stamped on the back "U.S. Patent Office, Nov. 15, 1902." 

The basic principle of these detectors is of an earlier date. According to Fleming<m, 
Gregory carried out measurements of radiation intensity by the extension of a thin wire 
in 1889, and Rubens and Ritter in 1890 using a bolometer. 

13 and 14 June 

From the very start of his work on wireless transmission of signals in 1892-1893 
Tesla advocated the use of continuous HF current, while other experimenters were working 
with damped impulses. The advantage of continuous currents is particularly great in the 
transmission of continuous signals, such as speech. The entries for the 13th and 14th of 
June describe two modifications of the HF oscillator which could be used for amplitude 
modulation. These two circuits were probably in fact the first modulators in the history 
of radio. It is not known whether Tesla carried out any experiments with this apparatus, 
but similar ideas were implemented later<l9>. 

Tesla's notes illustrate how carefully he studied the design, from the power supply 
to theoretical aspects such as the ratio of the m::i.ximum modulation frequency to the 
carrier frequency. 

The transmitter using "controlled arc" modulation of the oscillator power described 
in the entry of June 14th produces amplitude modulated wave by varying the carrier 
power about a mean value. The modulating signal can be of low power, so that the device 
as a whole can also be considered a frequency-shifting amplifier. 

15 June 

This trial run of the new oscillator was Tesla's first step towards the implementation 
of his high-power generator. The secondary of the HF transformer was made conical in 
order to reduce the voltage between turns at the top of the coil. This feature is described 
as one of the alternatives in bis "Electrical Transformer" patent<26l. Tesla was the first 
to· suggest using braided insulated wires instead of solid conductors in HF circuits in 
order to reduce eddy currents (see e.g. ref. 46, p. 60). 

16 June 

In these experiments Tesla investigated the influence of grounding* on the HF 
oscillator. The main point of interest for him was the propagation of electrical waves 

* At this time there was relatively little experience with grounding. He explains in this entry that 
grounding was made in "the usual way as here practised", probably referring to lightning conductor ground
ing. Grounding for single-wire telegraphy dates from 1838, when Stinheil demonstrated that the Earth 
could be used as the return conductor. In 1893 Tesla described his system for energy transmission 
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through the Earth. He had already put forward the hypothesis that the Earth could be 
used as one of the conductors in transmission of energy from a transmitting to a receiving 
aerial in 1893 <6>. He further developed this hypothesis in his patent application "Ap
paratus for transmission of electrical energy" filed in 1897<13>. 

18 June 

The secondary circuit was modified by the addition of another coil, altering its 
response to the primary and the spectrum of the oscillations. Tesla bad already found in 
experiments in New York that this "extra coil" had a good effect. This coil was not induc
tively coupled to the transformer (some coupling probably existed, though weak). 

19 June 

Continuing his study of the receiver components referred to between 9th and 11th 
June, Tesla describes a sensitive detector using the attractive force between the plates of 
a charged condenser. Descriptions of allied devices are to be found in several of Tesla's 
patents. In patents <S> and <9> this effect is used to periodically make the receiver circuit 
when main condenser charges up sufficiently (there is no preexcitation nor quenching, 
since the circuit quenches itself when all the stored energy gets discharged). A fuller des
cription, where it is noted that the performance of the device is improved under reduced 
air pressure, may be found in patentsno>. 

20 June 

Tesla did not make a strict theoretical analysis of the mode of operation of bis 
oscillator, but determined all the main parameters by tests on a simplified representation 
of the oscillator circuit. For example, he estimated the power supply drain from the energy 
in the primary circuit capacity multiplied by the rate of discharge. This involves the as
sumption that the condenser charges up by the same amount before each discharge (which 
cannot be the case when it is charged from an AC supply) and that all the energy gets 
dissipated before the next charging. 

The "vibration", i.e. the resonant frequency of the primary circuit is calculated 
from the measured inductivity of the primary with two turns (see June 17th) and its capa
city. Since he was now using one turn, the inductance is divided by 4. The capacitance 
was somewhat greater than that measured on June 18th with the old jars. Using these 
Land C values he calculates the resonance _r;eriod of the primary using Thomson's formula 
for a lossless circuit. 

He then finds the wavelength of the primary oscillations, and hence works out the 
number of turns the secondary must have so that its length is one quarter of a wavelength 
(see the commentary to 7th June). It is not surprising that he went astray in trying to 
set up a representation of the secondary circuit as an oscillatory system since the distributed 

without wires<6> where the alternating current source is connected "with one of its terminals to earth (con
veniently to the water mains) and with the other to a body of large surface P". Popov's receiver of 1895 
also used rro:.mding via a water pipe<32>. Around 1895 Marconi did some experiments with a Hertz ap
paratus grounding one terminal of the inductor and leaving the other connected to an elevated conductor 
with a ter.ninal capacity. Exhaustive studies of the influence of the form of grounding and the nature of 
the ground were made around 1905 and later<30>. 
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capacitance was not determined. Tesla's own doubts about thi5 way of determining the 
secondary in terms of length of wire are best revealed when he refers to checking its re
sonant frequency treating it as an oscillatory circuit. 

21 June 

Returning once more to the problem of the conversion of mains power into HF 
power Tesla calculates the energy in each charging cycle of the condenser (see comments 
for June 20th). Taking it that all the energy in the charge condenser will at some instant 
be found in the condenser of the secondary circuit, he in fact works out the peak voltage 
on the secondary condenser. The energy equation for lossless coupled circuits has the 
general form 

1 2 l 2 
- Cp UP = - Cs Us 
2 2 

where p refers to the primary, s to the secondary circuit, U is peak voltage. It should be 
noted that Oberbeck's theory<29> yields the same ratio between the voltage on the primary 
condenser just before discharge begins and the peak voltage on the seconda1y condenser. 

22 June 

The circuit with two condensers, one being charged from the power supply and 
the second via a spark from the first represents a modification of Tesla's classic oscillator*. 
Theory shows that protraction of the oscillation in the primary circuit lowers the efficiency 
of the oscillator because energy pulses back and forth between the primary and secondary. 
However, in this circuit protraction of the spark does not have the same effect because 
while it lasts the primary capacitance is c+ c1> but when it stops the capacitance is only 
C1. Why the sparks in the secondary were stronger with C=aCI> a a whole number, is 
hard to say without a more exhaustive analysis. 

The note at the end of the entry indicates his satisfaction with the results and that 
he felt it necessary to continue research in the same direction. 

23 June 

The two formulae are in fact identical if the thickness of the wire is neglected, 
because then 

Q2 = (2 7t r N)2 = 4 7t SN2 

24 June 

Rarefied gases had long interested Tesla, and his work on their conducting properties, 
especially at high frequencies, is well known, e.g. the patents on an electtic lighting system 
and an incandescent lamp <37l. He presented detailed analyses of the same problems in 
his famous lectures<4•5• 6>. Rarefied gas as a conductor is also referred to in his patent 
application "System of transmission of electrical energy"03>. 

* Drawings reproduced on p. 403 are taken from Tesla's original slide, now in the Nikola Tesla Mu
seum, Belgrade, show four modifications of the transmitter. 
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25 June 

The device shown in the drawing was intended to amplify the vibrations, in the fol
lowing way : some of the power driving cylinder A is converted by friction of brush b 

against A into vibrations of b. Since the friction is a function of the current in the electro
magnet, the vibrations of b have a time variation similar to the time variations of the 
current. If the circuit of the electromagnet includes a microphone and a battery, then the 
device should amplify the speech signal, brush b vibrating in synchronization with the 
speech pressure but with much more energy. This amplified signal could be used in a mo
dulator (see June 13th and 14th). The drawing shown on p. 405 (from Tesla's slide in 
Nikola Tesla Museum, Belgrade) illustrates how Tesla thought of implementing some 
of these ideas* . 

26 June 

The principle of this device using high voltages to separate gases would be that the 
molecules (in fact ions) of the different gases would behave differently because of their 
different mass : charge ratios. It is not known whether Tesla tried to verify this idea experi
mentally. In a later article<28> on electrical oscillators he mentions among the possible 
applications "formation of chemical compounds through fusion and combination; syn
thesis of gases; manufacture of ozone .. . " but does not mention separation of gases, so 
that it may be he never went any further than the initial idea. 

27 June 

The transmitter (Figs. 1 and 2) and receiver (Fig. 3) having several tuned circuits, 
the transmitter generating several signals at different frequencies and the receiver res
ponding only when all these signals act at the same time, were the subject of two patent 
applications filed 16 July 1900 (subsequently granted)C38>. 

This method allows much more selective reception than a single-frequency channel, 
and is much less sensitive to interference, and the signal can only be decoded by a special 
receiver. In his patent applications Tesla likens it to a lock which can only be opened when 
one knows the combination. 

The entry of June 27th was subsequently brought in evidence in a dispute before 
the U .S. Patent Office about priority to the idea of a multi-frequency system<68>. The 
back of the page bears the stamp "U.S. Patent Office, Nov. 1902". 

28 June 

Tesla considered that the self-capacity of the secondary winding was proportional 
to the number of turns and inversely proportional to the spacing between turns, so that 
the ratio of the distributed capacities of the new and the old coil is N 1 d/ N d1 (N - number 
of turns, d - spacing between turns). 

The ratio of the inductance of the secondaries with different numbers of turns he 
finds from the relation 

* It has not so far been established whether Tesla patented or tried to patent this modulator. It 
appears that the slide is a copy of a drawing intended for a patent applicatiou. 
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derived from the expression for an infinitely long coil, and yielding the same ratio as in 
the case of capacitance. 

The numerical value for the capacitance of the old coil appears here for the first 
time, without explanation. 

The receiver experiments were probably done in preparation for a patent application. 
Leonard E. Curtis appears a number of times as a witness to Tesla's patents (see for example 
refs. 8, I 0), or as one of the attorneys (on many patents from I 896 on). 

30 June 

Description of electric circuits in terms of mechanical analogies was at one time 
very popular. The resonance of an electrical circuit was likened to the swinging of a pen
dulum, and coupled resonant circuits to two pendulums linked together(39l. Maxwell 
and his followers even tried for a long time to describe the electromagnetic field in terms 
of a mechanical model<40>. Tesla's comparison of his "additional coil" to a pendulum is 
not precisely formulated but rather intuitive. He correctly discriminates between the 
excitation (initial conditions) and the Q-factor. He does not fully explain how he imagined 
that the vibrations of the three systems, the primary, the secondary and the "combined 
system", would be the same. By "freeing" the additional coil he means a weakening of 
the coupling between it and the secondary exciting it. He obviously had a cle:i.r under
standing that a circuit can oscillate at its own resonant frequency if the coupling with an 
excitation circuit is loose. 

2 July 

Here Tesla gives the calculation of values for the spark gap oscillator in the fullest 
detail so far. However, the analysis does not include all the magnitudes relevant to the 
functioning of the oscillator, e.g. the primary /secondary coupling of the transformer 
and the distributed capacitance of the secondary. The power equation is also not fully 
explained and justified. However, by means of this approximate calculation Tesla did 
get a valuable rough guide relatively quickly and easily. 

3 July 

The distributed capacitance of the secondary windings is difficult to determine. It 
depends on the coil diameter, the dimensions of the wire and the insulation and the winding 
pattern. In a single-layer coil it is due mostly to the capacity between neighboring turns, 
and this is the way Tesla calculated it. He considers a greatly simplified model in which 
it is taken that the parasitic capacity per turn is equal to A /4rtd, where A =rnl, half the 
surface area of the wire in one turn, and dis the distance between turns. The capacitance 
is calculated as that of a plate condenser of area A and gap d with air between the plates. 
This model is open to a good many criticisms, but it must not be forgotten that Tesla 
had to find some solution, whatever its shortcomings. It is also not correct that the total 
inductance and capacitance of the secondary circuit with the "additional coil" are additive, 
but Tesla was himself aware that this was guesswork, and often mentions the words "rough
ly", "estimate", etc. 

In an earlier calculation (see June 20th) he had started from the primary circuit and 
worked out the ~lues for the secondary, whereas here he attacks it from the other end: 
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from the resonant frequency of the secondary circuit and tbe known primary inductance 
(one turn) he finds the reqwred capacity of the primary circuit. He then checks whether 
this capacity can be used with an LF transformer of the given power. The formula is ap
proximate, but gives a good rough guide for the power in the mains transformer. The peak 
power rating of the transformer must be even greater than the value found because the 
condenser is not charging all Lbe time but only in short pulses. 

5 July 

It is possible that Tesla was planning to construct a balloon to take an antenna 
to great height< 13

• 
14>, and was therefore interested in the generation of hydrogen. He 

does not give any indication, however, of whether he actually carried out any experiments 
in this direction, or of the grounds he had for expecting the desired decomposition to 
take place. 

7 July 

For the "resonance method" Tesla envisaged two possibl" types of resonant trans
former: one with loose coupling between the primary and secondary, and the other with 
tight coupling but only with part of the secondary inductance*. This latter type he protected 
under the patent "Apparatus for transmitting electrical energy", for which he applied 
on 18 January 1902 (44); a good deal of his time at Colorado Springs was spent in develop
ing it. 

His conclusions about various parameters of the oscillator indicate that he had by 
then gained sufficient experience to be able to design such devices with improved perfor
mance in the parameters he wanted. As the experiments proceeded he gradually increased 
the voltage of the LF power supply. On June 20th he had calculated with an excitation 
voltage of 20 kV, but he had assumed a much higher rate of charging of the condenser, 
so that he obtained then a greater power than now with 40 kV. The difference in the number 
of chargings per second is nowhere explained, nor had he ever previously described how 
it was calculated. The first time he had probably taken it as being equal to the number of 
breaks on the rotary disharger, and the second time as double the mains frequency. In 
this light the accuracy of "the capacity of condenser which the transformer will be able 
to charge" is dubious. However, Tesla did not take the value he calculated as limiting the 
capacitance in the primary, noting that it did not take into account resonance and other 
factors which might enable the transformer to charge a much larger condenser. 

8 July 

From observing the behavior of his oscillator Tesla came to an interesting conclusion 
concerning the shape of the conductor of the primary winding, i.e. that a strip conductor 
was better than a wire of circular cross section because all other conditions being the same 
it did not get so hot. He believed that there was a special reason for this "not yet satisfacto
rily explained". Since the dimensions of the strip conductor are not known we cannot 
work out the reduction in resistance relative to a circular section conductor due to the 

• It is easily demonstrated that these two methods are similar. If in the second case a part L'2 of 
the secondary capacitance is coupled to the primary with a coupling coefficient of k2, while in the first 
case the entire secondary inductance L2 is coupled with a coefficient of k1, then the response of tbe secondary 
to the primary will be the same if k 1 = k2 yL'2/L2<k2. 
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skin effect. The surface area of a strip will always be greater than that of a round conductor, 
the more so the flatter the strip: for a width to thickness ratio of J 0 : 1 a strip will have 
about J .8 times more surface area; this could effect a considerable reduction in resistance, 
which would explain, at least in part, the phenomenon which Tesla discovered. 

In connection with coils, a problem to which Tesla often returned was that of the 
velocity of propagation of phenomena through the circuit. In order to achieve the maximum 
voltage across the secondary terminals without the addition of capacitance Tesla considered 
that the length of the windings should be equal to a quarter of the wavelength. This would 
be perfectly correct in the case of a straight conductor with one end grounded. Such a sys
tem, when excited, would certainly have the maximum voltage at the free end, but its 
magnitude would depend greatly on whether the conductor were horizontal (when radia
tion is small, so that the Q-factor of the resonant system is high) or vertical (when radiation 
is efficient so that the damping is high). With a helical conductor as in Tesla's oscillator, 
radiation is low as with a horizontal conductor, so thar high resonant voltages are pos
sible unless they are reduced by parasitic capacity. In fact, helical winding increases the 
distributed inductance and capacitance so that the velocity of propagation of current 
through the coil is reduced, which means that the wire must be made shorter to achieve 
maximum voltage across the terminals. If the secondary is terminated with a capacitive 
load (e.g. a metal sphere) the winding length must be still further reduced in order to 
maintain the same resonance conditions. Tesla took both these effects into account in 
designing the secondary. 

Figures 1-8 illustrate several ways of reducing the distributed capacitance of the 
secondary. The solution of placing the turns far apart (Fig. 6) is still used today when it 
is necessary to reduce parasitic capacitance. 

9 July 

In calculating D (the ratio of the turn spacing of the old and new secondary) Tesla 
accidentally took the frequency instead of the period, so that he got D= 83 instead of 
D=2.45. A second numerical error occurred in the formula reiating D and C (38 omitted 
from under the square root) so that C came out to be 10 000 cm instead of 227 cm. Since 
he never made use of these results, Tesla naturally never discovered his mistakes. 

Tesla's method of measuring the oscillator frequency by means of an auxiliary coil 
is interesting. This coil, with its own distributed capacity, in fact constituted an absorptive 
resonator. The size of the spark across its terminals provided an indication of the amount 
of power it absorbed. (In some respects it resembled Hertz's resonator). Tesla adjusted 
its resonance by varying the number of turns for the biggest spark. He then calculated 
the wavelength on the assumption that at resonance the length of the coil winding was one 
quarter of a wavelength. The wire length he determined by measuring the coil resistance, 
the resistivity per unit length of the wire being known. This method embodies a sy
stematic error due to neglecting the reduction in speed of propagation through the 
coil (45), and it is applicable for oscillators of high power. However, it was the most 
reliable method Tesla had used to determine oscillation frequency up to that time. 

For theoretical calculation of the oscillation period Tesla used two formulae: one 
which neglects the influence of the secondary (as for example at the beginning of this 
entry), the other taking this influence into account. In the latter case it is taken that the 
primary inductance is reduced by a factor (1- Af2/NL), which would be the case were 
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the secondary short-circuited. How far this is justified it is difficult to say because an 
oscillator which discharges heavily does not satisfy the simple theory of the resonant 
transformer oscillator: the secondary is then heavily damped and free oscillations in it 
decay rapidly, so one would have to apply a theoretical treatment for heavily damped 
oscillators. 

10-11 July 

In order to try and increase the secondary voltage of the HF transformer by keeping 
down the distributed capacity of the secondary Tesla added a third oscillatory circuit, 
thus obtaining an oscillator with three resonant circuits of which two are tightly coupled*. 
The third circuit will not necessarily be most strongly excited when its resonant frequency 
coincides with that of the primary and secondary (assuming these are the same) and 
the primary and secondary are tightly coupled. If the spark in the primary circuit lasts long, 
then the tightly coupled primary-secondary system will produce two distinct oscillations, 
and the third circuit will be most strongly excited if it is tuned to one (strictly speaking 
to near one) of these two frequencies. On the other hand, if the spark is of short duration 
the tightly coupled system may oscillate strongest at the resonant frequency of the secon
dary, and then the third circuit will be excited the strongest when all three have the same 
resonant frequency. Tesla believed that his system of coupled circuits was producing 
a single vibration, which under certain conditions is in fact feasible. 

12 July 

Early on in the diary Tesla mentioned a method using a condenser to store energy 
from weak impulses arriving at a receiver. In the circuit drawn here, the condenser is 
charged by a battery via a self-inductance coil and a coherer shunted by the secondary 
of an oscillation transformer. In the absence of an external signal the resistance of the 
coherer is large so that the charging current is small. The circuit breaker periodically 
Jiscbarges the condenser through the primary of the transformer generating alternating 
current in the secondary which biases the coherer. When an external signal is received 
the resistance of the coherer is reduced and the charging current rises rapidly, which in 
turn increases the AC bias on the coherer which therefore soon gets to full conductivity 
(in fact there is a feedback loop). 

14 July 

He had tried out the devices shown in these drawings earlier on, some of them for 
~ ireless remote control of a boat. Patent No. 613809, "Method of and apparatus for con
trolling mechanism of moving vessels or vehicles" of 8 November 1898 (application field 
l July 1898) mentions the possibility of using electromagnetic resonance but does not 
give the circuit diagram of the transmitter referred to here. 

15 July 

Earlier on (see the entry for June 3rd) Tesla presents a general scheme in which the 
'dynamo principle" is referred too as one of the ways of accumulating energy from weak 

• Similar systems were analyzed in 1906 and 1907 by M. Wien, in 1907 by C. Fischer, and in 1909 
by J. Kai5er<46l. From their papers it may be seen that the effective value of the current in the loosely 
coupled circuit will be a maximum if its resonant frequency is the same as that of the other two coupled 
circuits but if they were loosely coupled. 
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signals. The circuits given here illustrate bow he implemented this principle. The "sensitive 
device" has a resistance which varies as a function of the antenna signal, and is connected 
so as to alter the excitation of a DC (Figs. 1, 2, 3) or AC (Fig. 4) dynamo. 

Although be says that apparatus using this principle had already worked well in 
New York, none of these receivers, nor the principle they embody, appeared in any of 
his patents. 

17 and 18 July 

This is a continuation of the work described in the entry of June 12th, with different 
combinations of the same components plus relay R for registering the signals received. 
In all the circuits the sensitive device has an accumulating function. He experimented 
with different modifications trying to optimize sensitivity and reliability. The circuit in 
Fig. 1 of July 18th has two batteries, and that Fig. 5 an autotransformer instead of the 
usual transformer with a primary and secondary. 

19 July 

This is the first mention of a device which functions either as a transmitter or, with 
certain modifications of the power supply and antenna circuits, as a receiver. The transmit
ter is powered from the mains, the receiver from two batteries, B1 biasing the sensitive 
device a with AC pulses obtained by discharge of condenser C through the primary of 
an HF transformer when the mercury switch closes. 

The modification in Fig. 2, in which the relay is the secondary of the oscillator 
transformer, is simpler, but cannot be used as a transmitter. 

21 July 

In this setup a small excitation of one sensitive device is rapidly amplified by a feed
back loop which acts via a transformer on the other sensitive device. Figure 10 shows 
how the receiver was excited by aerial (elevated metal ball C or C 1) - earth system. 

22 July 

Figure 8 shows the circuit of a receiver obtained by modification of the transmitter 
Tesla was then experimenting with. When functioning as a transmitter it is powered from 
the mains and is in fact a standard Tesla oscillator with a mercury interrupter between the 
condenser C and the primary P. The relay, sensitive device a 1 and battery B1 are omitted 
and the secondary is connected to the antenna and ground. It may be noted that Tesla 
did not use the best receiver modification (as in Fig. 6), probably to simplify reconnection 
as a transmitter. 

23 July 

The "sensitive device" Tesla used for detecting electrical waves is usually known as 
a coherer<47l. It consists of a tube of some insulator with contacts at either end and metal 
powder (chips) inside. Its resistance is normally high, but drops rapidly when a large 
EMF is applied. Munk of Rosenschoeld described the permanent increase of conductivity 
of a mixture of metal chips and carbon after a Layden jar was discharged through it in 
I 835. In 1856 Varley noted that the resistance of metal powder was reduced during natural 
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electrical discharges. A major advance was Branly's observation in 1890 that a spark 
changed the conductivity of a metal powder at a dist~nce. He carried out many experi
ments with various metal powders, determining their change in resistance by connecting 
them in series with a galvanometer and battery. In 1894 Lodge* showed that the conducti
vity of a metal powder could be altered by an electromagnetic wave; this was the final 
step which preceded the widespread introduction of coherers for the detection of radio 
waves. From the period 1895- 1896 the coherers used by Popov and Marconi are well 
known. <43, 47) 

Once activated, a coherer remains in the conducting state. To reestablish the high
resistance state it has to be shaken. The strength and timing of the shaking have to be 
properly adjusted. A novel method of decoherence of powders was invented by 
Popov, and used by him in his receiver and later. by others<43l. In 1898 Rupr<48l 
found that constant slow rotation of the coherer keeps it sensitive. The decohering effect 
of rotation had been discovered earlier, in 1884, by Calzecchi-Onesti C49l. 

Tesla mentions that he had worked with a rotating coherer in the New York labora
tory, so it is possible that he used decoherence by rotation before Rupp. He finds it su
perior to other methods of decoherence, because then the sensitive device behaves like 
a selenium sell, conducting only when radiation acts upon it. Also its sensitivity can be 
controlled by changing the rate of rotation. 

24 July 

From the pagination of the manuscript it may be seen that the entry for this day 
was divided into three parts (the previous day two parts). The first part, three pages, 
refers to experiments with a 35-turn secondary on the oscillator, the second part, five 
pages, to a resumption of these experiments, and the third, three pages, to the determina
tion of the capacity of the 35-turn secondary. 

Tesla adjusted the regulating coil in the primary to obtain the maximum secondary 
voltage, judged by the size of streamers. He connected an "extra coil" to the free terminal 
of the secondary. He investigated the operation of the transformer at harmonic frequencies 
by doubling the primary capacity** and making fine adjustments of the primary frequency 
by varying the inductance in order to get maximum response of the secondary to the 
harmonic of the primary. 

On resuming the experiments Tesla sought an explanation for the occurrence of 
the largest streamers from the secondary when the regulating inductance was practically 
cut out. He found it confusing that the highest voltage at the free terminal of the extra 
coil (connected to the secondary like in Fig. 2 of July 11th) was not obtained when the 
frequency of the excitation was equal to the natural resonant frequency of the coil. After 
an extensive analysis he came to the correct conclusion (unlike that of June 30th, which 
was valid only for a special case), that when free oscillation of the secondary becomes 
influential, the parameters of the primary have to be adjusted to get maximum voltage across 

• The term "coherer" is due to Lodge, and denotes a device containing particles of metal such 
that its resistance is normaJly high, but is reduced under the influence of electromagnetic radiation. 

•• For the primary to oscillate at half the frequency the capacity would have to be quadrupled. 
It is possible that instead of connecting the banks of 8-9 jars in series, equivalent to the capacitance of 
4-4 J /2 jars, Tesla connected the previously series connected jars in parallel, achieving an equivalent 
of 16- 18 jars, i.e. four times the capacitance of the series configuration. 
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the secondary, and resonant frequency of the extra coil has to be equal to the resonant 
frequency of the coupled primary-secondary system. It seems that it did not occur to Tesla 
that when the coupling was tight the combined system produced different spectra during 
and after the spark. It would seem therefore, all the more significant that he was able to 
reach this correct conclusion, through a combination of empirical results, simple theory 
and intuition. 

Tesla notes that during discharge in the secondary sparks went across the lightning 
arresters. Since the arresters were connected to the power line, Tesla thought that the HF 
voltage came from a wave propagating through the earth and getting into the line some
where else. We have no evidence which would support this statement or establish whether 
it was not due to coupling between the oscillator and the mains via the power transformer. 

Tbe third part of this entry refers to measurement of the capacity to ground of the 
secondary coil as a whole. Tesla does not explain how he performed the comparison with 
a standard capacitor nor at what frequency. 

26 July 

This entry is concerned with much the same topics as that of June 30th. He investi
gated the influence of the HF transformer primary-secondary coupling on the 8th of July. 

27 July 

In his first condenser discharge oscillation transformer for generating high frequen
cies in 1891<4

• 
15> Tesla used a simple air gap for regulating the charging and discharging 

of the condenser. However, a year later he had already described several improvements 
on simple spark gaps using a magnetic field or an air current for rapid extinction of the 
arc thereby reducing the period of the charge-discharge cycle. He also described the ad
vantages of a splitted arc across several smaller air gaps: with the same total gap length the 
breakdown voltage is higher, so that smaller gaps can be used and the losses are less*. 
A fourth form of improvement which he invented was the use of various rotary inter
rupters cs>. 

In the period from 1893 through 1898 Tesla patented several types of interrupter, 
or "electric circuit contro1lers". It is interesting that all these patents refer to various types 
of rotary interrupter, with or without an air gap. Some rotary interrupters were protected 
within patents for high-frequency generators, including the following: 

the combination with discharge points immersed in oil. The turbine whose blades 
make and break the condenser circuit is driven by oil under pressureCSOl 

mechanical make-break controllers for DC<Sll 
synchronous controllers with and without regulation of the interrupt timing, 

for use with AC sources<52l 
commutators for alternate switching between two condensers in the primary circuit 

of a Tesla oscillator<S3l. 
In 1897 and 1898 Tesla was granted a number of patents for "electric circuit control

lers". The principle requirement was that they should make and break a circuit at the 
highest possible rate, i.e. that they should perform a large number of operations per unit 

* The total resistance of series air gaps is less than the resistance of a single air gap with the same 
breakdown voltage. 
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time. In eight patents<27> Tesla gives designs for rotary interrupters with conducting or 
conducting and insulating fluids, usually mercury and oil, respectively. In some designs 
the interruption takes place in an inert gas under pressure. He gives ingenious designs 
for using a mercury jet playing on a toothed metal rotor, and for producing two mercury 
jets (fluid contact). 

The rotary interrupter with two auxiliary air gaps shown in the figure was a new 
idea. One of the reasons Tesla added these air gaps was probably the high voltages with 
which he was working, since they allowed him to regulate the excitation. That this could 
be done may be seen from the statement that by adjusting these gaps the period of charging 
from the secondary of the mains transformer could be shortened. At the end of the entry 
he records that the Lest resul ts were obtained with two rotary interrupters (with toothed 
disks) rotating in opposite directions. He does not explain how he chose the tooth ratio 
so that the number of interruptions was equal to the product of the number of teeth. 

28 July 

This entry provides one of the most detailed descriptions of the receiver with two 
rotating coherers and a condenser for accumulating the energy from weak signals. At 
point b the circuit C-P is periodically made and broken and the resulting AC pulses 
bias sensitive device A' in the secondary. Sensitive device A is still poorly conducting so 
the charging current of C via damping coil L is small. When an arriving electromagnetic 
wave reduces the resistance of A, C charges much faster and the voltage induced in se
condary S also rises rapidly. The resistance of A' Q.rops rapidly and current from battery 
B' activates relay R. Judging by Tesla's report, the receiver was very sensitive to distant 
electrical discharges. 

29 July 

To check out his theoretical conclusions about the free oscillation of the "extra coil" 
(see 30 June and 26 July) Tesla made a new coil with a higher inductance. As this was his 
first experiment with the new coil, he had to adjust the circuit parameters by trial and 
error. 

Tesla's ingenuity found full expression in the way in which he developed condensers 
for high voltages. He filed a patent application on his design for a fluid electrolyte condenser 
on June 17th 1896<67>. 

30 July 

To try and verify his hypothesis about the rejection of harmonics with appropriate 
coils, Tesla changed the connection of his "extra coil" as shown in Figs. 4 and 5. To under
stand his way of proceeding one must take into account his ideas from 1893<6> concerning 
the induction of earth currents via an aerial-earth system. However, the standing waves 
in terms of which he tried to explain the arcing over the lightning arresters cannot be signi
ficant at these frequencies. 

31 July 

Tesla made the condensers for the primary circuit out of mineral water bottles filled 
with a saturated solution of rock salt, and st211ding them in a metal tank of the same 
solution, thus creating a condenser bank with one common plate. The other plates (the 
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electrolyte in the bottles) could be connected in parallel as desired. The smallest capacity 
adjustment possible was equal to the capacity of one bottle. 

After various tests of what voltage the glass dielectric of the bottles could stand, 
Tesla returned bis attention to the secondary of the oscillator, in which rightly way the 
limiting factor for obtaining higher voltages. His analysis of the distributed capacity 
of the secondary is a good illustration of his inventiveness in a little known field and 
how he sought to reduce problems to a simple but mathematically and physically suf
ficiently accurate model. It must not be forgotten that these are Tesla's working notes, 
which is sufficient justification in itself for some of the hypotheses which the reader might 
otherwise rightly object to. 

2 August 

A receiver of this type is mentioned in the entries of July 12th (the principle), July 
28th (circuit diagram with two sensitive devices and relay), July 30th (in connection with 
earth waves). The transformer here has a frame similar to that of July 28th but with some
what more turns. The sensitive device was described on July 21st. 

Tesla often worked on several problems in parallel. Here for example we have entries 
concerning the receivers, the development of condensers for the primary of the big oscil
lator, and the power equation for a new configuration of the oscillator primary circuit. 
The condenser C1 in Fig. 2 protects the mains transformer against overload bul has the 
drawback that it reduces the initial voltage on C2 • Tesla's analysis refers to the case of 
two condensers in series, neglecting all transient phenomena. It may be that he was induced 
to think about protecting the mains transformer because of his doubts about the ability 
of the dielectric to stand the voltages which he intended to use. 

3- 14 August 

These experiments are a continuation of some earlier research. Here Tesla investigates 
various modifications of his "condenser method of magnifying effects". All the circuit 
diagrams of receivers, over 50, include at least one battery, sensitive device, condenser, 
rotary interrupter and HF transformer. Some of them show a relay for registering the signal 
received, while in others its presence is understood. Likewise, in all except one case (5 Au
gust, Fig. 1) the plates which brings the excitation to the sensitive device are not shown. 
Tesla says that these plates can be in one or two media, meaning that both can be in the 
air, both in the ground, or one in the air and the other in the ground, preferably elevated. 
In the patentC8>, referring to these plates, he also says: " ... they may be connected to 
conductors extending to some distance or to the terminals of any kjnd of apparatus sup
plying electrical energy which is obtained from the energy of impulses or disturbance 
through the natural media."* 

As regards mode of operation, the various receivers have in common that the sensi
tive device is biased by a battery. They also include a Tesla oscillator (clockwork rotary 
interrupter) which creates an added bias on the sensitive device (or devices). This AC pulse 
bias acts as positive feedback, avalanching the sensitive device into conduction as soon 
as an arriving signal starts to cause some change. In the receivers with two sensitive devices 

* It is interesting to note a similarity of such receiving system and the contemporary ELF 
grounded wire radiator. In the Nikola Tesla Museum in Belgrade few drawings, showing something 
that resembles a single grounded wire radiator and a parallel array ELF antenna<12>, are found. 
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the one which receives the external signal is usually in the primary side and the other, 
which activates the relay, on the secondary side. When there is only sensitive device it 
usually shunts the transformer secondary (which has a high impedance so as not to reduce 
the performance of the device), thus creating an efficient feedback loop. 

A general feature of all Tesla's receivers is their delicacy. Very careful adjustment 
was necessary to get the sensitive device at the threshold of avalanching. Most of the sen
sitive devices were rotated (see June 23rd) so that they were only good conductors during 
the action of a signal. In some cases, however, this did not achieve satisfactory deactivation 
of the coherer. Then he used an electromagnetic buzzer to periodically interrupt the exci
tation of the sensitive device (see Fig. 2 of August 8th). Probably the circuit in Fig. 2 gave 
him the idea for that in Fig. 3, where the rotary interrupter is replaced by a buzzer as 
an electromagnetic interrupter. He then used a buzzer in various other configurations 
(Figs. 5 and 6 of August 8th), with the aim of reliably biasing the condenser, and hence 
also the sensitive device, to threshold. 

Tesla did not measure the sensitivity of his receivers by any definite method, but 
there is no doubt that he did compare them in some way. From his notes very little can 
be deduced about their sensitivity, i.e. the power required to activate them. A rough idea 
is given by data from July 4th, when he used similar receivers to register eJe.ctrical discharges. 
He estimated that he registered waves produced by lightning at least 200 miles away, 
and continued to receive signals (at periodic intervals) later when the weather had already 
cleared. He records that with the receiver shown in the figure of July 28th he was in one 
instance able to regis~er lightning discharges at a distance of 500 miles. He estimated the 
distance from the periodicity of the signals as the storm moved away. 

13 August 

The last experiments with the oscillator were described July 31st, with numerous 
comments and the remark "this to follow up". Probably he had prepared a new condenser 
bank in the meantime for work with higher voltages (he measured the capacitance of 
the new bottles on August 11th, and tried them out with the highest voltage so far from 
the power supply transformer. 

15-21 August 

With the new condenser bank the secondary had to be modified, and on August 
15th he worked out the length of wire required. He calculated the period of the primary 
from the capacity of the new bottles and the inductance per turn of the primary found 
earlier (mentioned on June 20th as 7 x 104 cm, pr9bably one quarter of the value measured 
for two turns on June 17th). It was also his intention to adjust the oscillator to the "extra 
coil". 

The entries for 16, 17, 20 and 21 August give some new circuit diagrams for the 
oscillator which he thought would be more suitable for working at high excitation voltages. 
They bear witness to Tesla's constant search for improvements involving only limited 
changes in the apparatus which he used for lower voltages. The chief problem was over
loading of the power supply. It is recorded elsewhere that Tesla's experiments with his 
spark oscillator (probably on some other occasion) burnt out the generator of a power 
station five miles away<36>. 

415 



22 August 

In this entry he returns once again to the receivers. He tried out two receiver circuits 
using one battery and one sensitive device. He changed the capacity in the primary circuit 
over a wide range, but it is not clear why l µF proved best. It remains unexplained what 
was the relationship between the frequency of the incoming signal and that generated by 
the receiver itself. Could it perhaps be, if the rotating coherer behaved as a nonlinear 
element, that the signal was amplified as in a heterodyne receiver<S SJ? 

23 August 

He now put the extra coil in the center of the primary, retaining this configuration 
from then on. After the usual adjustment of the oscillator he got sparks 2 m, and later 
4 m long, indicating a voltage of around 2 million volts. 

26 August 

Tesla experimented with twice the interruption rate. The oscillator worked better 
and there was heavy sparking across the lightning arresters (Fig. 4). Investigating the 
cause of this sparking he inserted a coil in the lead of the metal sphere (Fig. I ) to reject 
high frequencies. ln an earlier experiment (see July 30th) inserting such a choke coil in 
the ground line had stopped sparking across the arresters. This time it did not, so Tesla 
tried the circuit in Fig. 2. Still there was no marked change, the sparking across the ar
resters was only slightly reduced. After this experiment be began to wonder whether the 
grounding point of the secondary was not perhaps a peak rather than a node of the stand
ing wave. It must be understood that Tesla thought that standing waves were set up around 
the transmitter (like waves on an open transmission line. With shorter waves the rate 
of change of amplitude with distance would be faster (i.e. maxima and minima wou ld 
occur at shorter distance intervals), so be thought that a large potential difference could 
be obtained with a short distance between the grounding of the secondary and that of 
the lightning arrester. 

In order to explain what happened when the sphere was not grounded (which would 
mean that there were no short waves) but the sparking across the arrester did. not stop, 
Tesla found it necessary to formulate a new hypothesis: "Could the sparks be produced 
by static induction upon wire through the air and not chiefly by conduction through earth?" 
The experiment with which be tried to verify this hypothesis did not yield any definite 
answer. 

27 August 

Although he has noted ~everal times already that good results were obtained with 
various decoherence techniques (rotation, interruption of the excitation current), this 
reexamination of his old ideas shows that Tesla is still seeking a more reliable solution. 
One of the ideas he was gathering together for further investigation is illustrated by the 
diagram in Fig. 4, in which a rotary interrupter, condenser, choke and battery provide 
bias for the sensitive device. When interrupter d breaks, the voltage on C can be higher 
than the battery voltage. With proper choice of the values the coherer can be biased to 
threshold, making it very sensitive. 

416 



28 August 

Tesla's idea of the Earth as a perfectly conducting sphere lead him to a mistaken 
hypothesis about the general behavior of the electromagnetic field around the grounding 
of the transmitter. What he expected at frequencies of the order of 10 kHz in fact occurs 
at much lower frequenciesm >, at which, as far as can be seen from his notes, he did not 
work in Colorado Springs. He correctly observed that the decisive factor determining 
whether predominantly waves of the "Hertzian type" or the waves which he thought to 
be propagated through the earth (in fact waves in the spherical condenser constituted by 
the Earth and the ionosphere) would be excited was the excitation of the "Earth". Tesla 
was also certainly in error when he tried to make generalizations concerning the wave 
frequency, and in his conviction that he needed extremely high voltages to "create" the 
second conductor for a system of wireless power transmission. He could not know that 
this conductor already existed permitting transmission at very low Joss of very low fre
quency waves, and that it would not matter whether the energy transmitted was high or 
low. 

29 August 

Although the circuit looks simple enough, an analysis of Tesla's receiver with a 
"magnifying effect" is rather complicated, because transient phenomena have to be taken 
into account and the resistance law of the sensitive devices as a function of voltage has to 
be known. It was not easy to adjust a receiver like this to work properly. 

Apparently there was an earphone T in the secondary circuit of the transformer, 
but it is not mentioned in the notes. The sensitivity of an earphone would normally be 
much greater than that of a relay, so it would be interesting to find out how this apparatus 
performed. Unfortunately, earphones are practically not mentioned anywhere in the 
diary. 

Tesla here at last makes a few remarks about how the sensitivity of receivers was 
estimated. To test its response he put a "small capacity" across sensitive device a, but of 
what value, and whether it was charged or not he does not say. 

3 and 4 September 

The aim of these experiments is not explained, but it was probably associated with 
the "experimental" coil with which he examined currents in the water pipe. This was 
a resonant coil which in the receiver played a part analogous to that of the "extra" coil 
in the transmitter. Its purpose was to maximize the received signal. Since Tesla con
nected one terminal to ground, it appears that he wanted to pick up electrical vibrations 
from the earth. In this case too he found that it was not sufficient just to increase the 

Q-factor pl, but also that it was necessary to keep the coil's distributed capacity as 
R 

low as possible. This conclusion was consistent with what he had earlier found about 
the influence of distributed capacity of the coil on the length of wire needed to achieve 
resonance. Conclusion (5) is interesting in that it shows Tesla was aware that the secondary 
and the extra coil, although excited by the same primary, would each oscillate at its own 
resonant frequency, and if these were not the same, they would beat. 
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5 September 

After a number of experiments, including a few outside the laboratory, Tesla once 
more concludes that parasitic capacity is very harmful, so he decides to try winding a coil 
to have minimum capacitance. Unfortunately he does not describe how this was done. 
In his desire to get the maximum possible voltage from the coil he went as far as thinking 
that it was best to have no capacity at the free terminal. From one aspect he was right 
(theoretically a coil gives the highest Q-factor with the least capacity in the resonant cir
cuit), but without the "elevated" metal sphere the received signal was much weake.r because 
the free terminal of the coil no longer had a monopole antenna. In the circuit which he 
in fact used he did not, however, go to such extremes. He added the "experimental" coil 
but left the metal sphere (aerial capacity) connected to one end of the sensitive device. 

6 and 7 Septemqer 

In calculating the wavelength for the cable and ball Tesla made an arithmetical 
error. For the calculated T, the wavelength ought to be about ten times less, so that his 
assumption that on September 7th, he got vibrations of the system consisting of a ball 
of capacity 38 cm and 120 feet of cable is probably false. It is more likely that the experi
mental coil was excited by the coupled system of primary, secondary and extra coil. 

I I September 

Tesla probably thought that he would more easily detect standing waves in the vici
nity of the laboratory if the wavelength was shorter. He assumed that the ball-cable system 
would produce waves which could be registered by the receiver. However, although he 
measured the electromagnetic field up to a mile away, he probably did not find the expected 
variation, and could only conclude that electrical disturbances were registered. 

13 September 

Prom a document found in the archives of the Nikola Tesla Museum in Belgrade it 
may be seen that Westinghouse Comp. sent Tesla a 50 kW power transformer for a primary 
voltage of 200/220 V and secondary tappings of 40, 50 and 60 kV. This is probably the 
Westinghouse transformer which he often mentions. 

15- 17 September 

The receivers described on September 5th, Fig. 3, and September 11th, Fig. 2, include 
"tuned" coils whose function is similar to that of the "synchronized" coils shown in the 
diagrams of September I 5th. Tesla did not make a detailed analysis of these receivers, 
nor do any of his patents on receivers refer to similar circuits. It therefore seems that we 
do not have sufficient information to draw any reliable conclusions about their sensitivity 
or their ultimate purpose (for example it is not clear whether they are just for registering 
signals or for receiving intelligence). 

18 and 19 September 

As already remarked, oscillators like those be was working with here are not the 
classical Tesla oscillator with a resonant transformer. The "extra coil" essentially changes 
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the loading of the secondary circuit, and this alters the mode of oscillation. Also, shunting 
the secondary with capacitance (as in the diagrams of 18 September and 19 September 
Figs. 2, 3 and 4) alters the spectrum of the oscillation in comparison wilh that yielded by 
an oscillator with two oscillatory circuits. Configurations such as those shown in Figs. 5 

and 6 of September 19th can be considered as typical Tesla oscillators with a loosely 
coupled third circuit consisting of the extra coil and capacitive load. Then the greatest 
voltage at the free terminal of the extra coil is obtained when the natural resonant fre
quency of this circuit (together with the ball antenna) is the same as that of the strongest 
component in the spectrum of the oscillator. 

22 and 23 September 

Having investigated the taperi ng secondary Tesla started making a new, 15 m dia
meter cylindrical secondary. The criterion that the weight of copper in the primary and 
secondary should be the same follows from the requirement of equal losses in the two 
windings (losses in the copper). This way of calculating the gauge of the primary and 
secondary conductors is applied in designing LF transformers, but for HF transformers 
it only provides a rough guide, for a number of reasons, e.g.: the current ratio may dif
fer considerably from the turns ratio, skin effect is not taken into account, etc. 

25 September 

As he often did earlier, before finalizing a set up Tes!" measured the inductance 
of the primary and the regulation coil which he usually used as an added, adjustable 
primary inductance. The value he obtained for L,.p differs from that obtained earlier 
(see July 17th) by the same method. 

26 September 

By this method the frequency of an oscillator is found with a help of a resonant 
circuit of known parameters. When its resonant frequency is adjusted to coincide with 
the frequency of the oscillator, the voltage across its terminals, estimated by the strength 
of the spark across an "analyzing gap", is a maximum. Tesla says that the excitation must 
be "convenient". Since he introduced regulation of the excitation by means of the small 
gap b, it is clear that "convenient" excitation was obtained with loose coupling. Loose 
coupling between the primary and secondary circuits of a spark oscillator ensures that the 
two frequencies which such an oscillator normally produces are very close. Up to a certain 
degree of coupling, Tesla's oscillator produces a single frequency. According to Fleming 
and Dyke<3I >, with an ordinary spark gap the maximum coupling coefficient for mono
chromatic oscillation is around 0.05 (certainly less than 0.1), while with a rotary b1eak 
producing pulse excitation a coefficient of up to 0.2 gives good results. With higher coupling 
coefficients three components are obtained, even if the primary and secondary circuits 
by themselves have the same resonant frequency. 

27 September 

True to the principle that measurements should be checked by calculation, Tesla 
calculates the inductance of the same coil using the formula for a coil of infinite length, 
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but does not obtain agreement. Since distributed capacitance increases the effective induc
tance at frequencies below the natural resonance of the coil, the second possible reason 
which he mentions (inexactness of the coil dimensions) could have some influence, but 
the main reason is the poor approxjmation provided by the formula when applied to a coil 
with this length: diameter ratio. 

28 September 

The circuit diagrams are of great interest because they illustrate a new approach 
to feeding the antenna (now known as shunt feed 73) wruch obviates the problem of insulating 
the aerial pole. Unfortunately the explanations Tesla gives are too cryptic to be fully 
comprehensible. The figures do not clearly show whether the lower terminal of the antenna 
is grounded or insulated. Tesla's conclusions that a standing wave is set up along the antenna 
and that the distance between points of equal potential is half a wavelength are correct. 

The frequencies he was using were not rugh enough for his antennas to work in the 
manner shown by the figures (in which case they would be much more efficient radiators 
than he usually had), so that this contribution to the theory of wire antennas was never 
properly formulated. 

29 September 

Tesla says that he experimented with the antennas shown in the drawings, but he 
does not compare them with a grounded antenna. 

The shortness of the antennas relative to the wavelength made them inefficient 
radiators. The configuration shown in Fig. 3 was best probably because it had the greatest 
terminal capacity, providing the most favorable current distribution on the antenna. 
Lack of coil and ball dimensions makes it impossible to go into any more detailed analysis 
of these antennas. 

3 October 

The drawing of several of the coils which Tesla often used offers some interesting 
information about the laboratory wbjch cannot be seen from the numerous photographs. 
One sees that there was a wooden floor raised 30 cm above ground level, and the drawing 
shows the dimensions of the coils and how the HF transformer of the oscillator was wound. 

4 October 

Tesla was primarily interested in the change of capacity of a ball with height, so he 
measured the primary capacity for two elevations of the ball. In both cases he tuned for 
resonance of a "special coil". In the first measurement he had LPCP1=Lsc Cb1= 1/(Ut 
and in the second LPCr2=Lsc Cb2= 1 /(!}~, where p refers to the primary circuit and b to 
the ball. These equations neglect the effect of interaction between the primary and secon
dary. They readily yield Tesla's equation 

cpl = cb1 

cp2 cb2 

The inductance of the primary Lp and of tte "special coil" Lsc do not figure in the capacity 
ratio equation. In deriving this equat:on all distribt:ted cai:acitance in the secondary and 
the secondary coil itself are neglected. 
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6-8 October 

From the measured inductance of the new secondary and mutual inductance of the 
primary and secondary, and the primary inductance measured earlier (see September 
25th), it follows that the coupli.ng coefficient was 0.58, i.e. tight coupling*. An oscillator 
with this much coupling will probably produce three pronounced components, even with 
very rapid interruption of the spark in the primary; this is indicated by the results Tesla 
obtained with spark oscillators with looser coupling (see the commentary on 26 September). 

As before, Tesla determined the wavelength of the oscillator from the period of 
the primary circuit (see, e.g., June 20th). He compares one quarter wavelength with the 
total length of wire in the secondary, special coil and extra coil (when no other coils were 
used, he considered that the length of the secondary windings should be one quarter 
wavelength). · 

9 October 

He made the last measurements of the change of capacity of a sphere with height 
on October 5th, but did not give the calculation results. He subsequently improved the 
apparatus as a whole and in the present entry describes a different way of connecting the 
"special coil", the chief effect of which was to loosen the coupling, which immediately 
proved its advantages. With weaker excitation it was easier to adjust the "special coil" 
to resonance because there were no streamers. Parasitic capacities were reduced, mainly 
to the distributed capacity of the "special coil". 

Tesla first determined the distributed capacity of the "special coil". He assumed 
that the ball circuit resonated at cu0, dete;mined by the primary circuit, so that one can 
write 

Lp 1 CP = Lsc(c + C) 

where LP1 and Cp are the total inductance (including the regulating coil) and capacity 
of the primary circuit, Lsc is the inductance of the "special coil" (including connecting 
wires), C is the distributed or parasitic capacity of the "special coil", and c the capacity 
of the ball. 

Subsequent changes in the height of the ball changed the capacity in the circuit 
of the "special coil". To bring the oscillator into resonance with this circuit again, Tesla 
changed the inductance in the primary circuit. When resonance is achieved, according to 
Tesla, one can write 

LP 2 CP = Lsc (c' + C) 

Dividing this by the preceding equation yields 

L 
c' = ----E2. (c + C) - C 

Lp1 

which is in fact the equation · Tesla uses to find c'. Because of an arithmetical error 
in calculating C, Tesla's numerical results for the balJ capacity are about 10% higher 
than they should be, but this does not essentially affect the conclusions. To calculate the 
distributed capacity of the coil** he uses the relation LPCP= Lsc (C+ c) for the ball at 

• The regulating coil in series with the primary reduced the coupling. The new coupling 
coefficient is found to be k'=k ..)Lp /(Lp+Lrc) < k. 

** By distributed capacity Tesla used to mean the total capacity between turns of the coil. Here 
he uses a different definition of "internal capacity" similar to that normally used today. 
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a height such that he could consider its capacity close to the theoretical capacity 
of an isolated sphere. 

11 October 

Tesla obviously did not sleep much the previous night since he was photographing 
the oscillator in operation both late at night and early in the morning. The Nikola Tesla 
Museum in Belgrade possesses several photographs which date from this period, but they 
are too faded to be worth showing. One of the better preserved photos is shown on p. 221. 

12 and 13 October 

To calculate the inductance of cylindrical coils Tesla used the formula for a coil 
of infinite length, which always gave values too large, especially when the diameter: 
length ratio of the coil was not much less than unity. However, when the proper correc
tions are made (Russel !57>), the inductances obtained differ from Tesla's values by less 
than one percent. 

15 October 

Because of the arithmetical error made on October 9th (see commentary), he mista
kenly concludes that the capacities of the ball are now somewhat Jess than before. Had 
he used the correct values, his conclusion would have been just the opposite. 

17 October 

The 122 ft metal pole bearing the 30" ball is the antenna to be seen in the middle 
of the laboratory on many photographs. The bottom end of the antenna is insulated by 
a wooden pole. This is a single-pole antenna of small electrical length. At around the 
highest frequencies which Tesla used the h/'A ratio was about 0.015. The terminal capacity 
made the effective height somewhat greater than h, but it still remained an electrically 
short antenna. 

20 October 

Tesla was measuring the capacity of the coil which he had used for determining the 
change of capacity of a sphere with height (up till October 9th he had called it a "special 
coil"). Considering the dimensions of the primary (coil diameter 15 m) and the coil being 
tested (diameter 64 cm, length 145 cm), the coupling between them was obviously loose, 
so that the frequency found from the parameters of the primary circuit (provided that 
the main secondary of the oscillator did not influence the oscillation of the primary) 
can now be accepted as accurate. It is not stated how resonance was determined, but it 
was probably from the sparks at the terminals of the test coil. Similar resonance methods 
are given in recent textbooks on electrical measurements !56>. It must be noted, howe.ver, 
that determination of the distributed capacity of a coil from the resonance of the coil 
alone is not reliable, it depends on the mode of excitation and always gives lower values. 
It is therefore recommended to measure it with an added lumped capacity in the circuit. 
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21 October 

In a thorough analysis of all details of his measuring apparatus, Tesla did not omit 
a determination of the parasitic inductance of the connections, by an interesting method 
which he says he used often in the New York laboratory. Varying the primary inductance 
and capacitance but keeping a constant frequency of the oscillator (as determined with 
an auxiliary resonant circuit), one has. 

cp I (Lp I+ Leon)= cp2 (Lp2 +Leon) 

where CP1, LP1 are the first and CP
2

, LP
2 

the second capacitance-inductance pair in the 
primary giving the same frequency. From this equation one can find the parasitic inductance 
of the connection~ Leon, which Tesla denotes by x. 

23 October 

In further experiments to determine change of capacity with height Tesla uses an 
apparatus similar to that of the previous day. As far as can be judged, the coupling between 
the oscillator and the measuring circuit (coil with elevated ball) was loose. The lower 
terminal of the latter was connected with a condenser of the oscillator circuit. Loose coup
ling is evidenced by the relatively weak sparks obtained across the air gap of coil L (see 
figure) in comparison with the sparks obtained when a similar coil was excited by the 
secondary of the oscillator, tightly coupled to the primary (as for example on October 
4th and 5th). Under these conditions the spark oscillator would generate a single frequency, 
determined by the parameters of the oscillatory circuit with the spark gap. 

26 October 

Tesla had already been using the 689-tum coil for several days in experiments to 
determine change of capacity with height of a ball. On 0ctober 18th he calculated its 
inductance using the formula for an infinitely long coil. Now he determines it by measuring 
the current and voltage at a frequency of about 140 Hz, knowing the resistance. He gives 
die results of two sets of measurements. He is convinced that the second set, for which 
he used a small dynamometer, gave low values, and this was probably so. The first set 
gave an inductance slightly less than calculated, but a correction of the theoretical value 
for the finite D /I ratio* gives a value about 6% less than that measured. Thus the calculated 
value ought to have been 0.023 H, while the experimep.tal result was 0.024 H, The accuracy 
of the measurement method cannot now be verified but in view of the small difference 
between reactance and resistance it is doubtful whether it could be of the order of a few 
percent. 

27 October 

Tesla does not explain how he made the comparison with a standard 0.5 µF conden
ser. The number of bottles used in the condenser bank is indeed impressive. He did not 

• Russell (5:7) gives the inductance of a coil at very low frequencies as 

L = (1'Dn) 2 1[1 - o.424 ~ + o.12s(~)2-o.01s6(~r] 
Substituting nD2 =4S (D is the mean diameter of the coil), and n = N /I (number of turns per cm), the first 
term in the above equation yields the expression Tesla used. I is coil length. When all quantities are expres
sed in units of cm, L is also obtained in cm. 
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carry out measurements on individual bottles to determine what kind of tolerance they 
had. Since he only measured complete banks, i.e. rather large capacities, and mentions 
"readings with 7 cells battery", he probably made the comparison in terms of stored 
charges. 

28 October 

After several days gathering data and making further measurements of inductance 
and capacitance, he finally proceeds to the calculation of the unkown capacity of the 
sphere, using the readings of October 23rd and 26th. Consistent with his general principle, 
he checked the measured values by (usually approximate) calculations. 

He calculates the capacitance of the vertical wire by the formula for an isolated 
ellipsoid of high eccentricity. It is not known whether Tesla first had the idea of using 
this formula, but it was used later for a similar purpose<SB>. All things considered, the agree
ment between the calculated and measured values is very good. 

Tesla then calculated the ratio of the capacities in the lowest and highest positions. 
In the lowest position the sphere makes little difference to the total capacity. In the highest 
position it increases the capacity in the coil circuit by 18.7 cm. This is less than the theore
tical value for an isolated sphere of 18" diameter, which does not agree with some of his 
earlier measurements (see the results of October 21st for a 30" ball). However, if a compa
rison is to be made, it must be noted that the new results are probably better because the 
apparatus had been modified and the parameters checked. 

29 October 

His remark about eddy currents in the sphere is interesting. To prevent their for
mation he slit the tinfoil with a knife. Did he assume that in the vicinity of the coil the 
sphere would behave like a short-circuited turn? It is readily shown that if this effect 
is pronounced (and not taken into account) the measured capacity of the sphere will be 
too low. This might be an explanation for the reduction of the effective capacity of the 
sphere in the lowest position (see the calculation of October 28th for an 18" sphere in 
the lowest position). 

1 and 2 November 

The new extra coil was larger in diameter but shorter than the previous one (see 
August 23rd). The formula for an infinite coil introduces a rather large error, but with 
the correction referred to in the commentary to 26 October the agreement with the experi
mental results is good. The correction terms are significant because the ratio D /I is even 
greater than unity, and the correction is more than 30%. The corrected value is 0.0198 H, 
2- 3% less than the measured values. 

3 November 

A repeated measurement of the capacity of the vertical wire and the 30" sphere 
by the method of October 29th but with a new coil L (see October 31st). A new feature 
is Tesla's attempt to eliminate the wires of the spark gap, estimating the excitation solely 
from the streamers. 
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5 November 

Photographs of the Colorado Springs laboratory always show the pole rising from 
the center of the building. Its dimensions are given in the entry of 17 October. Now Tesla 
calculates the capacity of the pole as the sum of the capacities of its parts of different 
thickness, using the formula first cited on October 28th. His final remark indicates that 
he had thoroughly understood the physical essence of the phenomenon. 

6 November 

Tesla carefully measured the capacitance of the aerial pole by the resonance method, 
from the known inductance of the 550-turn coil (see September 8th) and known frequency 
of the oscillator, with two measurements, one with and the other without the capacity 
to be measured. He did not make use of his earlier results for the inductance of the regula
ting coil and connections from October 30th, although he could have done. A calculation 
check shows that the results of October 30th were rather high (by as much as 10% for 
2 1 / 8 turns of the regulating coil), but Tesla probably thought that the new procedure 
was better and so did not use the old results. An analysis shows that if the old values had 
been used the final result would not have been essentially affected, so that Tesla's conclu
sion that the measured capacity of the pole was less than the theoretical value of November 
5th remains valid. 

From the relatively lengthy discussion following the measurements it may be seen 
that Tesla expected just the opposite. As usual when his expectations were not fulfilled, 
he considers ways for getting more reliable results. 

7 November 

Measurement of the capacity of the structure at two frequencies was intended to 
demonstrate the reduction of effective capacity with increasing frequency. Tesla did in 
fact obtain a small difference, but it is dubious proof considering the accuracy of the 
measurements. The frequency difference was quite large, from 50 kHz to nearly 250 kHz 
(using "extra" and "experimental" coils). 

8 November 

The primary inductance values cited are from November 5th. The other values given 
in the table do not agree with those derived from the measurements of October 30th. 
Also, earlier data do not include values for half a turn of the regulating coil. It must the
refore be concluded that the measurements from which the tabulated values were calculated 
are not described in the diary. 

It seems th-:tt in measuring inductance from voltage, current, frequency and resistance 
Tesla had difficulty because of unreliability of the frequency determination. He therefore 
used the voltage ratio, when it is only necessary for the frequency to be constant. By this 
method he measured the inductance of the regulating coil plus connections, for various 
numbers of turns. 

9 November 

The measurements of mutual inductance in terms of the inductance of the primary 
when the secondary is open and short circuited are noteworthy. They were made at constant 
current and frequency, simplifying the calculation. 
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To reduce the oscillator frequency, in some cases Tesla used two special coils which 
he refers to only by wire gaug.! number. He compare~ the calculated and measured values 
for these coils. The values measured by the voltage ratio method are about 2% less than 
those found from voltage, current and frequency. The calculated values are lower than 
either. Correction of the measured values as described in the commentary to 26 October 
does not make much difference (about - 5%) because the D/l ratio is relatively small. 

10 November 

Had Tesla publil>hed the measuring methods he developed in New York and Colo
rado Springs, his name would probably be frequently encountered in earlier textbooks 
and handbooks on electrical measurements at high frequencies. As it is, we can only 
remark his exceptional ingenuity in designing measuring devices and the accuracy with 
which he determined the resonance of oscillatory circuits. An especially interesting feature 
is his method using a lamp already heated up by a supplementary power source, greatly 
increasing its sensitivity to small amplitude changes around the resonance peak of the 
oscillatory circuit. 

11 November 

In measuring the capacity of a sphere at different heights Tesla here uses a loosely 
coupled circuit containing a lamp to determine resonance. The results for a 50 ft wire 
differ somewhat from those of October 28th, but are within the limits of error of the meth
od. The values for the capacity of the sphere are somewhat higher than before, but not 
in proportion to the diameter of the sphere. 

12 November 

Measurements of the pole capacity, like those of November 7th, but now using 
a coil with 1314 turns. Resonance was determined by means of a small lamp in series 
with a coil loosely coupled to the measuring circuit. The value obtained was again similar, 
so Tesla concludes that it is near the true value of the effective capacity. 

13 November 

Tesla uses an improved method for determining the resonance point, with the light 
bulb in a dark box for more precise detection of luminance, and determines the capacity 
of the iron piping once more, obtaining a value about 10% less than in earlier measure
ments (see November 7th and 12th). 

15 November 

Tesla again measures the capacity of the sphere on top of the metal pole as on No
vember 7th and 12th, but with the secondary coil of the oscillator instead of the earlier 
"supplementary" coils. The results did not agree with those obtained earlier. Tesla puts 
this down to the large distributed capacity of this coil, but it would seem that other factors 
influenced the accuracy as well. Because of the tight coupling between the primary and 
secondary of the oscillator, it was probably producing a compound spectrum. 
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Main entrance to Colorado Springs Laboratory in the early phase of development. Tesla is looking 
through the door (Tesla's own photograph now at the Nikola Tesla Museum, Belgrade) 
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16-20 November 

Capacity measurements made during the period 16-22 November agree on the 
whole with those made earlier. Tesla does not explain why be repeated similar measure
ments, e.g. those of November 16th and 18th when he determined the distributed capacity 
of the supplementary coil and the vertical wire. Nor does he explain why he repeated the 
measurements of the change of capacity of the sphere with elevation (see November 18th 
and 20th). He may only have wanted to confirm the earlier results. 

On November 17th and 19th he measured the capacity of a vertical wire of various 
lengths and gauges. From his comments on November 17th it may be seen that at greater 
lengths he expected some inductive effect. A check of the wavelength, however, reveals 
that all Tesla's antennas were short in comparison (h/"A of the order of 0.01), so that di
vergence between the theoretical and measured values cannot be ascribed to an inductive 
effect. 

21 November 

For some reason which he does not explain, Tesla was interested in the capacity 
of the same wire when vertical and horizontal, which he measured by the usual resonance 
method, repeating it with a different capacitance in the primary as a check. Although 
the results from the two sets of measurements differ appreciably, the value obtained 
with the wire horizontal was somewhat higher in both cases. The formulae which Tesla 
used July 24th here yields 54.37 cm for the vertical wire and 58.43 cm for the horizontal. 
These values agree well with his measurements, especially the first set. 

24-26 November 

To check the values for the inductance in the primary circuit (of the oscillator) 
which he had earlier measured by the voltage, current and frequency method (see October 
30th), Tesla repeats these measurements using the resonance method. He described the 
procedure on October 21st and made some measurements but did not follow them up 
with calculations. This time he made both measurements and calculations, but only for 
one LpCp combination. He compares them with values derived from the table given No
vember 8th using linear interpolation. He was probably satisfied with the agreement, 
and did not make further checks. He had measured the capacity of the same structure, 
but without the protective cap and using the "extra" and "experimental" coils, on No
vember 7th. On November 12th he had made similar measurements using the 1314-turn 
coil. In the 26 November entry he refers to the result of 7 November with a new "extra" 

.coil. There is also one more result obtained with an "extra coil", using the best method 
he had developed for detecting resonance (see 13 November). This result, which differs 
appreciably from the others, is not mentioned November 26th. 

The remark closing this entry suggests the possibility of a systematic error in the 
determination of resonance, and Tesla emphasizes that it has to be checked. 

5 December 

In this, as in earlier measurements, he found a "reduced inductance of the primary 
because of the reaction of the secondary". This interpretation of the functioning of the 
oscillator diverges from Oberbeck's theory(29l. If the spark duration is relatively long 
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the oscillator starts to produce oscillations of two frequencies, and when the spark is 
broken it gives a third frequency which is determined by the secondary oscillatory circuit. 
With a third circuit ("extra coil") the oscillation of the system becomes even more compli
cated, the oscillations during break being determined by the secondary circuit and the 
"extra coil". Neglecting for the moment the "extra coil", the three frequencies which 
a Tesla oscillator with tight inductive couplingOll and equal natural resonant frequencies 
of the coupled circuits can be expected to produce are 

yLC(J -k) 

where k is the coupling coefficient. Thus w1 can be interpreted as the natural frequency 
of a circuit with capacity C and inductance L (1-k). For the primary inductance of Tesla's 
oscillator (see 9 November) one obtains the"reduced" L, i.e. L(l - k)= 23,094cm; Tesla 
measured L = 24,063 cm. 

6 December 

The photographs of the inside of the laboratory show the 100-turn "extra coil" 
raised above the floor in the center. With this coil Tesla again got similar results for the 
"reduced" inductance of the primary. However, aware of the indeterminacy of this "re
duction", and hence also of the oscillation frequency, he notes that the secondary should 
be broken at more points when the primary is used as a measuring inductance. This would 
ensure monochromatic oscillation of the oscillator by 1educing the coupling of the primary 
and secondary (i.e. the circuit of the "extra coil"). The measurements with the secondary 
eliminated are more reliable, and the accuracy with which the values sought are determined 
depends mainly on the accuracy to which the inductance and capacitance in the exciting 
circuit of the oscillator are known. 

l January 

Photograph XVII shows lamps connected into a resonant circuit consisting of one 
square turn. According to the data Tesla gives, one side of the square was about 1.3 m 
from the secondary coil of the oscillator. The capacity of the oscillatory circuit consisted 
of two condensers in parallel. The lamps are paralleled. 

Tesla calculates the inductance of the square turn from the formula for the induc
tance of two parallel conductors, as if there were two such pairs connected in series. The 
formula for a square coil (Fleming, p. 155), 

L=8/(ln ~ - 0.774) 

yields a value 12.6% less than Tesla found. The calculated resonant frequency is therefore 
somewhat higher than it should be, so that the inductance of the oscillator primary, as 
Tesla calculates it, is still less. In fact, because of the tight coupling of the secondary the 
oscillator must have been producing a complex spectrum, probably with its strongest 
component at the resonant frequency of the oscillatory circuit of the square coil. 

In connection with photographs XVIII-XX! showing the secondary producing 
intense discharges, Tesla makes an interesting remark about signalling over great distances. 
Comparing this with other induction apparatuses he had constructed, be concludes that 
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Interior of Colorado Springs Laboratory 
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one could expect signals to be picked up at distances of a thousand miles or more, even 
on the Earth's surface. The diary does not mention any ~easurements at great distances. 
but in an article<4I) he published soon after finishing work at Colorado Springs he states 
that he observed effects at a distance of about 600 miles. 

2 January 

In this entry of 21 pages (the longest in the Notes) Tesla describes 11 photographs. 
The explanation to Photograph XXrI concerning the transmission of power from 

the excited primary circuit to the "extra coil" via the earth is similar to that he gave in 
1893<6>. The experiment to which the photograph refers was made with the aim of esti
mating the power of the oscillator from the thermal effect of the HF current. What Tesla 
calls the "total energy set in movement" would correspond to the total energy transferred 

1 
to condenser in the secondary (i .e. the power) if an energy of - cv2 is transferred in 

2 
each half-cycle. It can be shown that the active power dissipated in the circuit is much 
less than this and is inversely proportional to the Q-factor of the oscillating circuit. 

The next few photographs show a movable coil which powers light bulbs by means 
of the high-frequency power which it picks up. One end of the coil is grounded, the other 
free or just connected to a short piece of wire. The bulbs are inductively coupled to the 
resonant coil via the auxiliary secondary. Tesla gives no data about the distance of 
the resonant coil from the oscillator coil. 

Tesla's commentary on photograph XXVIII illustrates that he still retained a lively 
interest in the problem of electric lighting, even after a period of over ten years. His earlier 
discovery of the luminescence of the gas and not only the filament with HF currents was 
here again confirmed <s>. 

In photograph XXVIII the bulb is connected in series with the terminal capacitive 
load. In the calculation Tesla does not use the "total energy set in movement" but as-

1 
sumes that 2 CV2 of electrostatic energy is consumed in the bulb in each half-cycle. 

A similar comment applies to photograph XXIV. 

Several times Tesla remarks that the principle energy transfer from the oscillating 
to the receiving coil takes place via the earth. He finds confirmation for this in the experi
ment described on p. 363 (photograph XXX). He found that the voltage induced 
in the receiving coil was greatly reduced if the ground connection was broken. It may be 
that such experiments led him to the conclusion that "transmission" through the earth 
was a more efficient method of wireless transmission of power than the "inductive method". 

Photograph XXXI is an X-ray picture of a finger. Tesla's comments on this experi
ment illustrate his interest in this type of radiation, already referred to (see the commentary 
to 6 June J 899). 

3 January 

After describing some photographs of the laboratory, in the commentary to photo
graph XLI Tesla explains some transformations of the streamers. He mentions the split
ting of streamers near the floor, splitting and reuniting, the phenomenon of luminous 
parts on the streamers (which he then refers to as sparks), and the breaking up of sparks 
into streamers and fireballs. His remarks concerning the genesis of fireballs are particu-
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larly noteworthy. This phenomenon has been a source of interest since ancient times. 
Some references to it can be found on Etrurian monuments, in the works of Aristotle, 
Lucretius and other old sources<63>. Fireballs are considered to be a form of electrical 
discharge generated during thunderstorms. They are rare in nature, but a fair-sized body 
of observations has nevertheless been assembled upon which several theories of their 
origin have been founded. Some hypotheses maintain that fireballs are an optical illusion 
(an opinion shared by Tesla until he produced them himself), others that they are the traces 
of meteors. The first genuine scientific approach to the problem was Arago's analysis 
of some twenty reports of fireballs in 1838. After the publication of his work they became 
a legitimate subject of scientific interest, but to this day have remained something of an 
enigma. 

A fireball is a luminous sphere occurring during a thunderstorm. Fireballs are usually 
red, but other colors have also been observed: yellow, green, white and blue. Their di
mensions vary, a mean diameter being about 25 cm. Unlike ordinary lightning, fireballs 
move slowly, almost parallel to the ground. They sometimes stop and change their direc
tion of motion. They can last for up to 5 seconds. Their properties vary greatly from case 
to case, so that it is believed that there are various types. According to Singer<63) it can 
be £lated that as yet no single theory can explain the occurrence of fireballs in nature. 

Despite numerous attempts, only a few types of fireball have been created, and not 
entirely successfully, in the laboratory. These include the weakly luminescent fireballs 
generated when ordinary lightning strikes some object. Tesla mentions phenomena of 
this type several times as the result of sparks or streamers striking wooden objects (see 
e.g. photograph XL). According to recent theories, fireballs consist of a plasma zone created 
by electrical discharge. The latest research and calculations by Kapitsa<64> show that 
the lifetime of a fireball cannot be explained by the energy it receives at the time of genesis, 
but that it must receive energy from its surroundings. Kapitsa theorizes that this external 
energy is produced by a naturally created electromagnetic field. The small zone of ionized 
gac; created by the initial lightning or other electrical phenomenon during the storm sub
sequently expands at the expense of the external electromagnetic field. The diameter of 
the plasma sphere is determined by the frequency of the external field, so that a resonance 
occurs. The usual dimensions of fireballs would require that the electromagnetic field 
have a wavelength of between 35 and 100 cm. According to this theory standing waves 
created by the reflection of natural electromagnetic waves from the earth would play a 
certain role. The theory has obtained partial experimental confirmation, but there are 
still many points on which it is unable to give a satisfactory explanation. It has been found 
that to maintain a lump of plasma in air requires a power of tlle electromagnetic field of 
a~out 500 W, which is much less than power which can be produced by an electrical dii.
charge. However, too little is known about natural electromagnetic waves to allow any 
reliable conclusions to be drawn. 

Tesla's hypothesis on the origin and maintenance of fireballs includes some points 
which are also to be found in the most recent theories, but it also bears the stamp of the 
time. For instance, like Kapitsa, Tesla consider~ that the initial energy of the nucleus 
is not sufficient to maintain the fireball, but that there must be an extt>rnal source of energy. 
According to Tesla this energy come~ from other lightnings passing through the nucleus, 
and the concentration of energy occurs because of the resistance of the nucleus, i.e. the 
greater energy-absorbing capacity of the rarefied gas than the surrounding gas through 
which the discharge passes. In nature the probability of other discharges passing through 
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the nucleus of a fireball is small, so Kapitsa's hypothesis that act via electromagnetic 
standing waves is more logical. It is possible that in Tesla's experiments the "passage" 
of a number of later discharges through the same nucleus was more frequent. 

7 January 

This is the last entry in the diary. Apart from the usual description of photographs, 
Tesla writes about experiments he intends to carry out on his return (where?). He qualifies 
the experiments to date as satisfactory, considering that his aim was "to perfect the ap
paratus and make general observations". The apparatus which he was then envisaging 
for future experiments was to be an improved oscillator which would enable better results 
than any he had so far obtained. 
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